
By Janine Bowen
Three current and former educators at 

the Mount Pleasant Cottage School have 
accused its superintendent of making 
program changes that are harmful to 
students, a charge that Superintendent 
James Gaudette strongly disputes. 

Jeannine Angiolillo, a special education 
teacher at the school since 1987, Laurie 
Tyler and Diane Payson charged that 
under Gaudette’s stewardship, students 
who should have been classified failed to 
receive individual education plans (IEPs) 
that would provide them with needed 
classroom modifications. Much of the new 
emphasis, they argue, is to save money.

“I feel as if student needs aren’t being 
taken into account as much as the 
profitability of the organization,” said 
Tyler, a special education teacher at the 

school for 20 years before leaving at the 
end of last year.

Angiolillo said the school, which 
educates students who have suffered 
abuse and neglect and are sometimes in 
the foster care system, is also pushing out 
special education teachers with tenure 
to replace them with teachers who are 
certified in special education and general 
education. She and Tyler said changes 
began occurring after Gaudette arrived in 
July 2011. 

Payson, a former guidance counselor 
whose position was eliminated at the end 
of the 2013-14 school year, filed complaints 
with the state Education Department 
(SED) during that year alleging that special 
education laws were being violated. 

Four of the five complaints were upheld 
by SED, resulting in corrective measures. 
The four verified complaints were a 
violation of age compliance because a 
student was placed in a class with students 
where the age differential was more than 
three years; educational neglect stemming 
from a pupil being kept out of school for 
more than two months without being 
provided with an IEP-specified program; 
class sizes that were increased from eight 
to 12 students without holding meetings; 
and an IEP that was changed.

An SED spokeswoman refused to go 
into detail about the formal complaints 
brought against the school.

“These allegations came to the Office 
of Special Education as formal state 
complaints and each was investigated and, 
where violations of law and/or regulation 
were identified, corrective actions were 
required,” spokeswoman Jeanne Beattie 
said last week.

To address concerns, Gaudette invited 
a panel of 15 current staff members to a 
meeting with The Examiner on June 25, 
which was also attended by more than 

By Martin Wilbur
With the deadline for filing just 

days away, the New Castle Republican 
Committee has been circulating a 
petition listing former town councilman 
Erik Nicolaysen and Chappaqua resident 
Eileen Gallagher as this year’s town board 
candidates.

However, Nicolaysen, who owns 
an insurance agency in downtown 
Chappaqua, said last week that he does 
not intend to run for one of the two seats 
that are up this year. His name is included 
on the petition as a placeholder to give 
the committee more time to find another 
candidate, he said.

Nicolaysen said that state election law 
allows for the substitution of a name on 
a petition until late August. He said there 
is virtually no chance he will run for the 

town board seat in November. 
“Only if I don’t mind losing my head 

to my wife,” Nicolaysen joked about the 
chances of him competing in the fall 
election. He served previously on the 
town board in the 1980s.

“We’re just trying to keep our options 
open,” Nicolaysen later added.

Attempts to reach New Castle 
Republican Chairman Steven Schoenfeld 
before press time were unsuccessful.

Meanwhile, Gallagher, who most 
recently served on the town’s Coyote 
Management Task Force, is also listed on 
the petition. She referred questions over 
the weekend regarding her candidacy to 
Schoenfeld. 

Although the party has yet to officially 
name a slate, Supervisor Robert  
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Cross County Shopping Center in Yonkers held its third annual Sidewalk Chalk Art Festival on 
June 27, providing an opportunity for the community to see amazing works of  art created in 
chalk by professional and amateur artists. The winning work was created by recent Westlake 
High School graduate Julianne Farella, and her teacher Carolyn Frawley, who shared the $500 
top prize. The theme for this year’s festival, which was sponsored by Applebee’s, was “Chillin 
and Grillin.”
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By Neal Rentz
Mount Kisco Mayor Michael Cindrich 

confirmed last week that Modell’s 
Sporting Goods is seeking to move into 
the long vacant Main Street property 
that formerly housed Borders books.

The roughly 20,000-square-foot space 
at 154-162 E. Main St. has been vacant 
since September 2011 when Borders 
filed for bankruptcy. Kisco Retail, LLC 
purchased the property for $6.5 million 
in an auction last summer.

“I have not been contacted by the 
building owner or the prospective 
tenant. As I understand, an application 
for tenancy by Modell’s has been filed for 
the retail use of the former Borders space 
on Main Street,” Cindrich said. 

He said the application could be 
continued on page 6 continued on page 6
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three dozen additional teachers. Gaudette 
addressed concerns that were sent to 
him prior to the meeting, but additional 
questions, including the SED complaints 
and further inquiries into the women’s 
allegations, were not permitted due to a 
lawsuit innitiated by Payson.

During the meeting, Millicent Lee, 
assistant principal for student services, 
said Payson inaccurately claimed the 
Guidance Department was eliminated, 
but rather it has been modified to link 
psychiatrists and social workers to handle 
academic and personal issues and manage 
student records. Instead of two counselors 
being in charge of records and scheduling 
for the entire school, seven counselors and 
psychologists now manage those tasks for 
smaller groups of students, Lee said.

Under the old system, the district had a 
data entry error rate of 15 percent with the 
entry of more than 18,000 data points, as 
opposed to only two errors this year.

“When they were separate, it was a pretty 
Herculean task,” said Gaudette. “Basically 
it’s easier for a kid to navigate the system 
and get what they need [now].”

The most recent data from the school, 
which houses students in all grades, show 
there are currently 427 IEPs and that 19 
students are awaiting classification.

Gaudette denied that changes were made 
to save money, although he acknowledged 

the school has saved about $300,000. 
One of the biggest concerns for 

Angiolillo, Payson and Tyler was that in 
recent years the school has switched from 
self-contained classrooms, where students 
remained with the same teacher for the 
entire day, to students being assigned to 
different teachers for each subject. 

Since many Cottage School students 
have experienced abuse, there can be 
difficulty with trust and being able to 
adjust to multiple teachers, Tyler and 
Angiolillo contended. Tyler said there is a 
direct correlation between how much time 
a teacher spends with a student and the 
ability to connect with that teacher. 

Tyler said children who act out and skip 
class demonstrate that they are unable 
to handle multiple teachers and require 
self-contained classrooms. Angiolillo also 
claimed that teachers have been removed 
and replaced during the school year, 
leading to greater confusion. 

“The teacher is the only constant these 
kids have,” Angiolillo said. “They know 
for sure every day they’re going to see 
that same teacher in the classroom, so 
that teacher really does become a very 
important part of their lives, and for that 
teacher to be ripped away from them, it’s 
almost like having a parent ripped away.”

The three women have also charged that 
Gaudette retaliated against teachers who 
criticized the changes and attempted to 
force tenured teachers from their positions 
to reduce opposition. Payson and Tyler 
have filed a federal lawsuit in U.S. District 
Court for the Southern District of New 
York in White Plains, claiming their First 
Amendment rights were violated.

“I’m only getting reports of what’s 
happening now through staff that are 
working there, and they’re very afraid to 
speak up because whoever speaks up gets 
their position cut so they’re petrified to 
make claims,” Payson said. 

Gaudette explained that the change 
in classroom model stems from state 
education law, which requires a student be 
taught in the least restrictive environment. 
Laws governing least restrictive 
environment concern a classified student’s 
right to get the same education as any 
general education student. 

An attorney for Adult and Child 
Services, which helps place many students 
at the Cottage School, advised that the 
school needed to use a least restrictive 

environment model. 
As a result, the way a student becomes 

classified has changed, staff members said. 
Previously, students were admitted to the 
school and immediately classified, but now 
they are placed in general education and 
modifications are made if they struggle. If 
the modifications fail, then the student is 
moved to a more restrictive self-contained 
classroom. A successful student in a self-
contained classroom can also be moved to 
a general education environment.  

Cottage School teachers explained that 
the removal of the self-contained model 
has allowed them to create stronger, more 
interactive lessons because they only need 
to focus on one subject, which better 
prepares students, Gaudette said. Cottage 
School students are often transient wards 
of the state who are educated and housed 
on the campus until a permanent location 
is found. The class-switching model allows 
the students to transition more easily to a 
traditional public school, he said. 

School psychologist Daria Kolesar said 
students favored a more traditional class 
model because a self-contained classroom 
made them feel like they were receiving a 
vastly different education from their peers.

“The students felt it didn’t represent 
a true high school feel and that they 
considered it to be more of a fake school, 
so they advocated for more transitioning 
just like their normal community schools 
are doing,” Kolesar said.

Current, Former Staffers Charge Cottage School Failing Students

JANINE BOWEN PHOTO
The administration at the Mount Pleasant Cottage 
School strongly rebutted statements made by three 
current and former teachers that claim program 
changes have been harmful to students.

continued from page 1
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By Catherine Ferris
Last Tuesday was an important day 

for arts and culture in New Castle.
Supervisor Robert Greenstein 

announced that Summit/Greenfield, 
the owner and developer of Chappaqua 
Crossing, will donate the DeWitt 
Wallace Auditorium to the town, and 
the town board approved a resolution to 
form the New Castle Arts and Culture 
Committee (NCACC).

Greenstein said in the past 18 months 
he has received calls from organizations 
inquiring about possible use of the 
auditorium, which is located on the 
former Reader’s Digest campus. The 
roughly 400-seat theater, which was 
named after the co-founder of Reader’s 
Digest, was scheduled to be demolished. 
Now officials hope it will serve as a focal 
point for the town’s arts scene. 

John Fanelli, the founder and artistic 
director of Standing Ovation Studio 
Productions in Armonk, said he has had 
an interest in the theater for 10 years 
and recently had one of his company’s 
productions perform at the space. He 
brought lights and sound equipment 
and installed a stage floor, and sees the 
potential of the facility.

“When you look at that beautiful 
space from the stage, you see the seats 
and the lobby and everything else is 
gorgeous,” Fanelli said. 

Fanelli said he is optimistic that 
renovations can be made to improve the 
sound and acoustics. 

Greenstein said he was supportive 
of the town taking over the Wallace 
Auditorium and the formation of 
the committee, which will likely be 
comprised of town and area residents. 

“This could be something that books 
literally week after week,” Greenstein 
said. “The town, we have a lot on our 
plate already. There’s plenty of people 
here who are willing to step up and take 
part in the committee and help oversee 
it.” 

The town will rented the theater for 
one dollar a month, and municipal 
ownership is likely to happen eventually, 
Greenstein said.

At Tuesday’s town board meeting, 
suggestions were made to attract 
sponsors to help with renovation costs 
and to offer a wide variety of arts, not 
only theater productions. For example, 
the auditorium could serve as the future 
home of the Chappaqua Orchestra.

The NCACC mission statement is 
“to support, develop, propose and raise 
awareness of events and programs on 
art, music, dance, theatre, film and all 
other cultural art forms taking place in 
and around the Town of New Castle.” 

Specific functions of the board have 
yet to be established by the town board. 

Those could include collaboration 
with third parties for presentations 
to the town board to suggest future 
events, researching events that may 
be of interest to the town, promoting 
town-sponsored events and acting as a 
liaison between the town and public for 
feedback on events. 

The committee will consist of five to 
nine volunteer members, each serving 
two-year terms. Its members will be 

appointed by the board. An annual 
budget may be provided by the town 
to cover the expenses of programs and 
events. 

Fanelli said he hopes the town takes 
advantage of the opportunity to grow 
the arts.

“To add a cultural and arts center in 
Chappaqua is a win-win for everybody,” 
he said.

The Wallace Auditorium will be donated to the 
Town of  New Castle by Summit/Greenfield, the 
owner and developer of  Chappaqua Crossing.

New Castle to Be Donated Wallace Auditorium; Forms Arts Committee
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The Pleasantville Garden Club recognizes 
its high school scholarship winners this year. 
They are Brianna Marrone of Pleasantville 
High School, Sarah Marino of Westlake 
High School and Claudia Halbauer of 
Valhalla High School. These scholarships are 
given to deserving local students and made 
possible through the continued support 
of the Pleasantville and Mount Pleasant 
communities at the garden club’s annual plant 
sale. The club’s mission is to further awareness 
of horticulture; apply artistic arrangements of 
plant material; encourage civic beautification; 
sustain interest in conservation of our natural 
resources and protection of the environment; 
and cooperate with other clubs in community 
ventures. 

Another Mt. Pleasant School Bond Being Considered By Board

Claudia Halbauer
Valhalla High School

By Neal Rentz
Undaunted by two badly defeated 

capital projects bonds in less than eight 
months, the Mount Pleasant Board of 
Education’s new vice president said last 
week the district should consider moving 
forward with another vote.

Laurie Donato, who was appointed 
vice president at the July 1 reorganization 
meeting and is beginning her eighth year 
on the board, said a third bond vote would 
be one of the priorities the district should 
consider pursuing in the coming year. 

If another referendum goes before the 
voters, the cost would have to be lower 
than the two previous efforts, Donato 
said. 

“I would not do a bond, in my opinion, 
as big as we did before, but maybe, a small 
infrastructure bond,” Donato said. “We 
are taking care of things, little by little, 
with the budget. But it’s something that 
we’re going to toss around to see if it’s 
viable option.”

She did not mention a price tag that she 
thought the board or district voters might 

find palatable.
A one-proposition bond for 

$55,855,000 was defeated by a more than 
2-1 margin last November. In March, 
district voters turned down all three bond 
propositions totaling about $43 million, 
including $34.9 million for infrastructure 
improvements primarily at Westlake 
Middle School and Westlake High School. 
Some of the projects that were considered 
top priorities included new heating, 
ventilation and air conditioning units and 
new boilers at the two schools.

Aside from improving infrastructure 
in the district, academics should also be 
a priority of district officials, Donato said. 

“I’d like to see the continued 
improvement of education,” she said. 
“We’ve done a great job here. It’s an 
excellent district. But every place has 
room to grow.” 

Trustees also voted unanimously to 
appoint Eric Schulze as board president 
for the 2015-16 school year. Schulze was 
away on vacation last week and did not 
attend the meeting.

P’ville Garden Club Congratulates its 2015 Scholarship Winners

Brianna Marrone
Pleasantville High School

Sarah Marino
Westlake High School
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By Janine Bowen and Martin Wilbur
Several Pleasantville residents 

reported last week receiving a call to 
take part in a mysterious push poll 
asking them a wide ranging set of 
questions regarding assisted living, 
taxes and development in the village.

The calls came a week after the one 
year anniversary of the village board 
narrowly rejecting a zoning change for 
an assistant living facility on a 3.9-acre 
site owned by the United Methodist 
Church on Bedford Road. The calls 
also surfaced amid renewed chatter in 
the community that there may be a new 
proposal for the parcel on the horizon.

For nearly two years, Benchmark 
Senior Living tried to gain approvals 
to build an assisted living project on 
land the church owns. Despite last 
year’s rejection, representatives from 
the church have stated they were still 
hoping to sell the land to a developer to 
build something on that site and were 
considering multiple options. 

Pleasantville Mayor Peter Scherer 
said he was among the residents who 
received the push poll call, although he 
do not know who was responsible. He 
said he answered the questions, which 
were specific to the church’s parcel. 
However, when he asked the caller who 
commissioned the survey, the woman 

stated that she didn’t know and that the 
company she works for was hired to 
administer the questions. 

Scherer said he is aware that United 
Methodist Church leadership has 
been in conversation with developers 
about building on the site, but there 
have been no proposals submitted and 
officials have not been contacted by any 
developers. 

“I think everyone will be interested to 
hear what the church might be doing,” 
Scherer said.

Maple Hill resident Bill Stoller, who 
was part of a group of neighbors who 
opposed the Benchmark proposal, 
said he received a call on each of his 
two numbers, one last Wednesday 
afternoon, the second on Thursday. He 
ignored the first call because his caller 
I.D. showed a string of zeros. 

By Thursday he had spoken to a few 
other residents who had informed him 
they had received a call. When several 
residents he knows asked who was 
responsible for the survey, the person 
was evasive, he said.

Stoller called the poll “laughable” 
because he believed the questions 
were designed to get the result that 
was sought. For example, there were 
questions regarding the fiscal and social 
future of Pleasantville; a respondent’s 

views on new construction; whether 
taxes were too high; and whether a small 
group of residents near an undeveloped 
property should be allowed to prevent 
development at the site.

What piqued Stoller’s suspicions was 
the question regarding whether they 
held a favorable or unfavorable view 
of Scherer and village Trustee Steven 
Lord. Scherer and Lord were the two 
board members who voted against the 
Benchmark proposal, which required 
a 4-1 supermajority to pass the zoning 
change.

“I think it’s an amateurish attempt 
to do something,” Stoller said of the 

push poll “I’m not sure what they’re 
attempting to do.”

Ron Pramschufer, stewardship and 
finance chairman for the church, said 
the church is considering a variety of 
possible projects for the site as they 
are eager to find a use for the land 
that would generate revenue and help 
contribute to the church’s mission. 

But Pramshufer said the church was 
not responsible for the calls. He stated 
if the call had been coming from the 
church, it would have been conducted 
by someone directly connected to the 
church, not from an outside source. 

While there may be rekindled interest 
in the United Methodist Church site, 
Scherer said Brightview Senior Living, 
which made a presentation to the 
village board outlining plans for a 175-
unit facility on the Jewish Child Care 
Association (JCCA) property, has not 
been seen or heard from since earlier 
this year. Scherer said he believes they 
will not be returning or moving forward 
with the project. 

Mysterious Telephone Push Poll Raises Eyebrows in P’ville

A telephone survey last week quizzed 
Pleasantville residents on issues regarding the 
United Methodist Church on Bedford Road and 
Maple Hill in Pleasantville.

Advertise in 
The Examiner. 
Call 864-0878 today!

get 
NOTICED!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

You’ve earned it...now Frame it! 

Bring this ad & get 

15% OFF 
Your Diploma Frame
on Orders placed before July 11



July 7 - July 13, 2015 The Examiner6

Modell’s Considers Former Borders Site in Mount Kisco
subject to a special use permit, a building 
permit for renovations and Architectural 
Review Board approval for signage and 
exterior renovations. 

There would also need to be a change 
of use permit granted if the two-level 
space is subdivided. It is not known 
whether Modell’s would be the only 
tenant in the storefront.

“I don’t foresee a protracted approval 
process if handled efficiently,” Cindrich 
said.

Though he wants to see a new tenant 
fill the space, the mayor said he was 
disappointed that it was not another 

type of business. Cindrich said he has 
concerns the chain store would be in 
direct competition with Mount Kisco 
Sports, a family-owned retail sporting 
goods business on South Moger Avenue.

One outspoken Main Street 
storeowner said she and many of her 
fellow merchants are “overjoyed” that it 
appears the space will be filled.

Tiger Lily Boutique owner Cathy 
Deutsch, who has been in business for 12 
years, said hopefully Modell’s would help 
spur additional customer activity. 

“I hope this stimulates traffic in town 
enough that all can prosper,” Deutsch 
said. “Additionally, I hope this attracts 

new tenants on Main Street. It looks 
terrible.”

However, she shared Cindrich’s 
concern for Mount Kisco Sports and 
hopes the store’s customers remain loyal. 
But whatever business was going to 
eventually occupy the former Borders 
space it was likely going to negatively 
impact some business in the village, 
Deutsch said.

In addition to the various issues 
Modell’s would need to address, Cindrich 
said village officials also would look at 
parking and loading space.

While the potential loading areas 
could pose a difficulty, Cindrich said 

he was confident that hurdle could be 
overcome.

“While the Border’s site is contiguous 
to municipal parking, loading space is 
achievable with innovative planning,” he 
said.

Last month, Cindrich indicated that 
the building’s owner and a tenant were 
getting close to an agreement.

Representatives of the Mount Kisco 
Chamber of Commerce could not be 
reached for comment.

Greenstein, a registered Democrat who 
received the Republicans’ endorsement 
in 2013, said last month he would be once 
again seeking re-election in the fall on the 
Republican line.

The town’s Democratic Committee 
announced its town board slate in late 
May. Victoria Alzapiedi, the chair of the 
Coyote Awareness and Safety Advisory 
Committee, is running for supervisor 
while Hala Makowska and Jeremy Saland 
are the Democrats’ candidates for the two 
council seats.

Democratic incumbents Elise Kessler-
Mottel and Jason Chapin decided against 
seeking re-election.

Former Councilman 
Placeholder on New 
Castle GOP Petition
continued from page 1

Mt. Pleasant Public 
Library Receives 

$20G Grant

The Mount Pleasant Public 
Library has announced that it is 
receiving a grant of up to $20,000 
from the Friends of the Library. 
The funds will be used to purchase 
a shelving unit for the popular 
collection of new books and add 
seating at the branch library. The 
grant will also underwrite the 
library’s Museum Pass Lending 
Program.

“We are very grateful to the 
Friends for their support,” said 
Library Director John Fearon. 
“The furnishings and services that 
this grant supports will help us to 
better serve our community. We 
would also like to acknowledge 
the tremendous work that the 
Friends, all volunteers, do each 
year in order to support their 
semiannual book sales.”

Local Restaurants - Craft Beers
Revolutionary War Encampment 

Artisan & Craft Vendors 
Little Rascals Zone

Energy & Technology Exhibits
Holistic/Wellness Exhibits - Farmer’s Market

& much more!!!

SPONSORED BY:  ENTERGY  •  CITY OF PEEKSKILL  •  WHUD 100.7  •  D. BERTOLINE & SONS  •  GDC 
TOWN OF CORTLANDT  •  WHEELABRATOR WESTCHESTER  •  BASF  •  PREMIER ATHLETIC CLUB  •  LION’S CLUB  •  N. DAINS SON CO.
FIDELIS CARE  •  GARRIE PEST CONTROL  •  ARTS WESTCHESTER  •  CROTON AUTO PARK  •  EXAMINER MEDIA  
RAYMOND OPTICIANS •  ALL ELECTRIC  •  CONTINENTAL BUCHANAN
FUN FLATABLES  •  STAR SIGN AND GRAPHICS  •  TOMPKINS EXCAVATING  •  WESTCHESTER COMMUNITY COLLEGE CENTER FOR DIGITAL ARTS
ITI STRATEGIES   •  WESTCHESTER TOOL RENTALS  •  EVENTS TO REMEMBER   •  WHITAKER DOORS

TONY LEON • MARK McINTYRE BAND • RAY BLUE • VINTAGE VINYL • NOODLE NOODLE

continued from page 1



July 7 - July 13, 2015www.TheExaminerNews.com 7

By Janine Bowen
It’s common for an adult to relocate for a 

job opportunity, but how about a 12-year-
old?

Sammy Parsley, a Pleasantville Middle 
School student, was recently hired by the 
California-based tech startup PingTank, 
after he contacted the CEO of the company 
with some of his ideas. PingTank, which 
launched two-and-a-half months ago, 
produces a messaging app for smart phones 
that allows people to communicate through 
photos and animation. 

Sammy’s father, Rod Parsley, said his 
son had received a PingTank message and 
immediately began experimenting and 
sending messages through the app. As he 
continued to explore, he began writing 
down ideas for improvements that he 
thought might enhance the application. 
Sammy eventually approached his father, 
saying he wanted to send his ideas to the 
app’s creator. 

Sammy e-mailed PingTank CEO Jeremy 
Greene, although his father warned him 
that it was unlikely he’d receive a response. 
To his surprise, Greene responded, 
intrigued by the youngster’s ideas. The pair 
continued to correspond via e-mail until 
eventually Greene decided to put Sammy 
on the company payroll. 

His father, who had invested in the 
company, believed that his son had good 
ideas, but never expected that Greene 
would be interested.

“I was really surprised. I didn’t think 
anything was going to happen,” Sammy 
Parsley said. 

Greene said he had no idea the e-mails 
were coming from a 12-year-old because 
the correspondences were so well written.

“I had no clue….I did not know this was 
a kid at all,” Greene said.

Rod Parsley did not immediately agree 
to let his son work for the company. After 
much discussion with his wife, they agreed 
that he could take the job as long as his 
schoolwork took priority, realizing it was 
an opportunity not typically afforded to a 
12-year-old.

Rod Parsley said the experience 
might help his son consider a career in 
programming and development, something 
Sammy said he is already interested in 
pursuing. 

“I think it’s quite an honor for a kid like 
Sammy to have that kind of opportunity,” his 
father said. “It’s pretty rare that someone gets 
to have that type of real-world experience as 
part of their educational experience.” 

Sammy Parsley was hired in May and 
worked on ideas after school and on 
weekends, communicating with Greene 
and other members of the PingTank team 
via e-mail and FaceTime. After school 
concluded last week, the family relocated 
to southern California for the summer and 
will return before school resumes.

Sammy is expected to go to the PingTank 
offices two to three days a week for a few 

hours at a time. Greene said he would help 
oversee the development of his ideas and he 
will have five adult employees underneath 
him. 

One idea that Sammy has begun working 
on is for the app Earthquake. It takes a user’s 
video and allows the sound to start building 
while the picture begins to vibrate and 
eventually crumbles from the top as a voice 
screams, “Earthquake!”

Other ideas include an emblem that 
allows users to create and apply a unique 
badge to their photos and “selfie nation,” 
which takes a person’s photo and animates 
their mouth, allowing any phrase to be 

typed into a text box that accompanies the 
image. 

Rod Parsley said that his son takes his 
job seriously, devoting time every day to 
developing and researching ideas even 
though he’s surfing and is enrolled in a 
junior lifeguard program.

“Pretty much every day he puts on his 
headphones and cranks up his favorite 
music and starts writing down ideas and 
looking online to see if anyone’s done the 
ideas that he’s coming up with before,” Rod 
Parsley said. 

Although most companies would never 
hire such a young employee, Greene said 
Sammy is well acquainted with what 
PingTank’s target audience is interested in 
and understands tweens and teens in a way 
his adult employees don’t. 

Rod Parsley noted that his son once 
explained to him that “old people” – which 
to Sammy means people in their forties and 
fifties – are used to speaking by telephone, 
but the current generation communicates 
via text and messaging apps and wants 
creative ways to convey their emotions 
through those mediums. He also said while 
youngsters are interested in customizing 
their apps, many older adults prefer to have 
simpler technology and are more likely to 
give up when it’s not immediately accessible. 

“Technology is getting to these kids at a 
very early age and a lot of early adopters are 
extremely young, so what’s better than to 
have a kid marketing for you,” Greene said.  

Pleasantville Middle School student Sammy Parsley, 
who just finished sixth grade, was hired by a 
California tech company to work on mobile apps for 
the summer.

What a Great Summer Job! Tech Firm Hires P’ville M.S. Student 
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By Martin Wilbur
The North Castle Planning 

Board has been asked to provide a 
recommendation on two possible 
scenarios for a potentially revamped 
project on Old Mount Kisco Road.

Two weeks ago, the town board 
agreed to make the referral for local 
developer Frank Madonna’s request for 
16 condominium units that consolidates 
the residences into one building, but it 
also wants feedback on a “hybrid” plan 
that would see a smaller main structure 
surrounded by a few conventional-
looking houses. 

The latter suggestion was included by 
the town board in its referral after Old 
Mount Kisco Road resident Christine 
Eggleton asked officials to consider an 
alternate plan, fearing that Madonna’s 
latest request would be out of character 
with the neighborhood.

Neighbors on the street and the town 
board have been torn between whether 

one larger building set back farther from 
the road with lower elevation and more 
screening would be more beneficial 
than several smaller structures closer to 
the perimeter of the property.

Madonna received a rezone to go 
to the planning board with a proposal 
calling for 12 townhouses for residents 
at least 55 years old and two affordable 
units in late 2013, but returned recently 
with the latest proposal. 

He said the one-structure plan would 
result in a 15,000-square-foot footprint 
compared to the currently proposed 
footprint of about 24,000 square feet. 
However, he would need the town board 
to approve building two-and-a-half 
stories to achieve the smaller footprint.

“It helps to have setbacks of about 
50 feet rather than 15, which I think 
is a big deal for the surrounding 
neighborhood,” Madonna said.

In May, the planning board voiced 
support for the one larger building over 
multiple structures, he said.

Eggleton said despite the footprint 
reduction she feared that the new plan 
wouldn’t be in keeping with the homes 
that are on Old Mount Kisco Road. 
With a so-called hybrid plan, a larger 
structure, but one that is smaller than 
what Madonna is now proposing, could 
be closer to Route 128, a busy state 
road, while a few smaller homes would 

be closer to her street, Eggleton said.
“Even when you make it smaller, it’s 

still massive compared to everything 
else on the block,” she said of Madonna’s 
single-structure plan.

Another Old Mount Kisco Road 
resident, Craig Usted, said he preferred 
the larger structure. With the townhouse 
plan’s narrower setback, Usted said his 
view will likely be negatively impacted, 
although he did acknowledge that any 
construction at the site is a concern. 
However, the chance for more extensive 
landscaping would be a plus.

“All I have to do is look out my 
window and I’ll be looking at the back 
of a building,” he said. “There’s no way 
we’re going to be able to screen that 
with the townhouses.”

Town board members appeared 
split on the issue. Supervisor Michael 
Schiliro and Councilwoman Barbara 
DiGiacinto expressed concern that the 
one-building plan would be too large 
for the area and wanted to explore 
alternatives. They agreed that the view 
from Route 128 for those who drive past 
it could be jarring.

Schiliro said he also had a problem 
with a larger building, but then having 
Madonna use elaborate landscaping to 
try and shield it from view.

“We want to build something that 
we’re proud of in the town, not hide it, 

so it sort of conflicts,” Schiliro said. “We 
want to build it, but we want to make 
sure we screen it so no one can see it.”

Meanwhile, councilmen Barry Reiter 
and Guy Mezzancello said they thought 
the revised one-building plan was an 
improvement, particularly after the 
planning board had been supportive. 
Councilman Stephen D’Angelo 
added that he was concerned that the 
condominium plan would generate 
much less property tax revenue than the 
fee simple townhouses.

Madonna said he didn’t see a major 
difference between the hybrid plan 
and the rezoning he received about 
a year-and-a-half ago. Although the 
town board unanimously referred the 
request for planning board input on 
both scenarios, Madonna said it will be 
a challenge to make the footprint small 
enough in the hybrid plan that would 
be acceptable to neighbors and town 
officials.

“If I can’t make it work, I’ll just go 
back to the planning board with the 14 
townhouses,” he said.

Madonna has pledged to connect 
about half of the Old Mount Kisco 
Road homes to the sewer district under 
the townhouse plan but would connect 
the entire street if his latest proposal is 
approved.

No. Castle Planning Board Input Sought on Housing Proposal
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By Janine Bowen
Residents of a Pleasantville 

neighborhood are fighting to protect a 
local wetlands after a longtime property 
owner is once again asking the Mount 
Pleasant Planning Board to allow him 
to develop the land. 

Former state Supreme Court justice 
Francis A. Nicolai has owned 1.43 
acres on the corner of Leroy Street 
and Chestnut Terrace since 1979, but a 
majority of the property was designated 
as wetlands in 1981. For several decades, 
he has been appealing to the planning 
board for a variance that would allow 
him to build on the property. 

Nicolai, a former state Supreme 
Court justice, noted there are potential 
constitutional issues if town officials 
prevent him from using his land. 

Nicolai’s engineer, Rudy Petruccelli, 
explained that his client has reduced 
his proposal from a multi-lot project to 
a single-family house with mitigation 
efforts in place. The latest plan moves 
the home closer to the street and will 
encroach five feet into the setback 
from the road in order to preserve 288 
square feet of wetlands on the property, 
Petruccelli said.

In addition, there would be a 
conservation easement barring future 

homeowners from building in the 
wetlands. Nicolai’s wetlands consultant 
Steve Marino said the proposal also 
includes plans to replace invasive 
species growing on the property with 
native species, something that would 
be maintained and monitored for three 
years at the property owner’s expense. 

Despite mitigation efforts, neighbors 
are still asking that the planning board 
reject Nicolai’s request to build so close 
to the wetlands. 

“I’m sorry [Nicolai] made a bad 
investment and I don’t feel that his bad 
investment should have to be our legacy 
up at the top of the hill,” said resident 
Maureen Gallo. “I want to see it stay, 
our neighbors want to see it stay. We 
don’t want another house.” 

Several residents suggested the town 
purchase the property and merge the 
land into nearby Graham Hills Park 
or that Nicolai donate it to the park 
to receive the tax benefits. Resident 
Carmel Promisel noted that there 
are a variety of recreational activities 
permitted on the land that would allow 
Nicolai to keep his property but have it 
remain undeveloped. 

Promisel, her husband Ira and several 
other residents claimed that even 
without building on the parcel, Nicolai 

has already done significant damage 
to the wetlands since he bought the 
land nearly four decades ago. In 1984, 
Nicolai wanted to bring fill into the 
wetlands and was told he couldn’t do 
so without planning board approval. 
However, in November 1986, he began 
illegally filling the property and was 
only stopped when residents blocked 
his efforts by lining up their cars in 
front of the property, residents charged. 

In addition to denying him the right 
to build, the town should force Nicolai 
to restore the wetlands to its original 
state, residents argued. They claimed 
that Nicolai has been using the wetlands 
to dump debris, including cement 
blocks.

“As far as dumping…I’m not saying 
there’s intent, that the judge did 
something because he wanted to be 
mean, but this is where strip liability 
attaches,” Ira Promisel said. “It doesn’t 
matter what his intent was; we’ve got fill 
in there that shouldn’t be in there and it 
should be removed, and those wetlands 
should be returned to the way it should 
be.” 

Resident Kevin Proft noted that 
wetlands play an important role in local 
ecosystems by preventing floods and 
absorbing stormwater. He said it seems 

unfair that residents have to continually 
fight new proposals seemingly every 
few years. Proft urged the board to deny 
Nicolai the right to build.

“The landowner gets unlimited retries 
in front of the council, the town, the 
planning board, while the community 
cannot afford even one loss,” Proft said. 

The planning board elected to keep 
the public hearing open until its next 
meeting because of the high volume of 
comments. Also, last Thursday’s hearing 
was held prior to a holiday weekend, 
which resulted in several residents and 
planning board members being absent. 

Debate Renewed on Ex-Judge’s Request to Build in Mt. Pleasant Wetlands
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The Westchester County Department 
of Health advises residents to prevent 
mosquito bites after both Rockland 
County and New York City reported that 
batches of mosquitoes have tested positive 
for West Nile Virus. 

The mosquitoes were collected 
in Clarkstown, Queens and Staten 
Island. While no mosquitoes found in 
Westchester have tested positive for the 
virus to date, this is the time of year when 
the Health Department expects to find 
them.

The Health Department has sent more 
than 40 batches of mosquitoes for testing 
since it began collecting them in early 
June, and will continue collecting batches 
of mosquitoes throughout the season.  

As part of its integrated pest 
management strategy, the Health 
Department evaluated more than 53,000 
catch basins. Of those, nearly 40,000 that 
held standing water have been treated 
with larvicide, and this work is nearly 
completed. The department also gave away 
400 pounds of free minnows to property 
owners with ponds. The minnows reduce 
the mosquito population by feeding on 
larvae and pupae before they emerge into 
adult mosquitoes.  

Once positive pools are identified, the 
Department will also send out inspectors 
to try to locate and eradicate any standing 
water. If needed, storm drains in the area 
also would be retreated with larvicide. 

To help eliminate mosquito breeding 

grounds:
Remove standing water around your 

home. After it rains, walk around and 
look for toys, flower pots or similar 
water-holding containers that should 
be overturned or put inside to avoid 
collecting water. 

Cover outdoor trash containers to keep 
rainwater from accumulating inside.

Drill holes in the bottoms of recycling 
containers that are left outdoors.

Clean roof gutters and remove standing 
water from flat roofs.

Drain water in birdbaths, plant pots 
and drip trays twice a week.

Sweep driveways after it rains so they 
are free of puddles.

Clean and chlorinate swimming pools, 

outdoor saunas and hot tubs. Keep them 
empty and covered if not in use; drain 
water that collects in pool covers.

To reduce your risk of mosquito bites:
Avoid being outdoors in places and 

during times when mosquitoes are active 
and feeding. 

Use insect repellents with no more than 
30 percent DEET, but use them sparingly 
and with care. 

Select the lowest concentration effective 
for the amount of time spent outdoors. 

DEET should only be applied once a 
day. Repellents with a concentration of 
10 percent are effective for about two 
hours, and those with a concentration 
of 24 percent offer about five hours of 
protection. Repellents containing DEET 
are not recommended for use on children 
under two months old. Carefully read and 
follow the package directions, and wash 
treated skin when mosquito exposure has 
ended. 

Wear long pants, long-sleeved shirts 
and socks when outdoors and at times 
when mosquitoes are active. 

Make sure doors and windows have 
tight-fitting screens and repair or replace 
screens that have tears or holes.

Residents who notice large areas of 
standing water on public property should 
report this to the Westchester County 
Department of Health at 914-813-5000 or 
e-mail www.westchestergov.com/health.  

Advertise in The Examiner • 914-864-0878
email advertising@theexaminernews.com

County Warns Residents to Take Precautions Against West Nile Virus
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Viagra 100mg                           16             $ 99.99
Viagra 50mg                             16             $ 79.99
Cialis 20mg                               16             $ 99.99
Cialis 5mg                                 90             $129.99
Levitra 20mg                             30             $109.99
Spiriva 18mcg                           90             $169.99
Celebrex 200mg                       90             $104.99
Advair 250/50mcg                 180 ds          $184.99
Zetia 10mg                              100            $109.99
Crestor 20mg                          100            $154.99
Combivent 18/103mcg         600 ds          $119.99
Symbicort 160/4.5ug             360 ds         $194.99
Cymbalta 60mg                       100            $174.99
Namenda 10mg                        84             $ 97.99
Nexium 40mg                           90             $109.99
Diovan 160mg                         100            $ 72.99
Aggrenox 200/25mg               200            $121.99
Entocort 3mg                          100            $109.99
Propecia 1mg                          100            $ 69.99
Januvia 100mg                         90             $209.99
Quinine 300mg                        100            $ 74.99
Ventolin 90mcg                     600 ds          $ 59.99
Pentasa 500mg                        100            $109.99
Avodart 0.5mg                         90             $ 99.99
Pradaxa 150mg                       180            $459.99
Vagifem 10mcg                         24             $ 94.99
Xarelto 20mg                            84             $444.99
Asacol 800mg                          300            $229.99

Tricor 145mg                            90             $119.99
Colchicine 0.6mg                     100            $ 89.99
Abilify 5mg                              100            $139.99
Singulair 10mg                         84             $ 33.99
Plavix 75mg                              90             $ 26.99
Premarin 0.625mg                    84             $ 75.99
Pristiq 50mg                            100            $134.99
Janumet 50/1000mg                84             $184.99
Protonix 40mg                          84             $ 29.99
Aciphex 20mg                         100            $ 69.99
Evista 60mg                             100            $134.99
Flovent 110mcg                    360 ds          $114.99
Niaspan 500mg                        84             $ 84.99
Boniva 150mg                            3              $ 49.99
Xifaxan 200mg                         100            $139.99
Multaq 400mg                         180            $574.99
Flomax 0.4mg                           90             $ 49.99
Ranexa ER 1000mg                 100            $114.99
Bystolic 5mg                             84             $ 94.99
Benicar 40mg                           90             $114.99
Lipitor 20mg                             84             $ 28.99
Actos 30mg                              90             $ 33.99 
Vytorin 10/40mg                       90             $134.99
Aricept 10mg                            84             $ 30.99
Effexor XR 150mg                    28             $ 44.99
Vesicare 5mg                            90             $109.99
Synthroid 125mcg                    90             $ 39.99
Invokana 100mg                       90             $359.99

Death of Mt. Kisco Day Laborer Ruled a Homicide
Authorities ruled that the death of a 

53-year-old man discovered in the woods 
off of a Mount Kisco street Sunday night 
to be a homicide.

The Westchester Medical Examiner’s 
office made the determination late 
Monday that Jose Sanchez was killed when 
he sustained blunt force trauma wounds, 
police said. He was found between 8 and 9 

p.m. on July 5 in the woods off Lieto Drive 
near Lexington Avenue.

Sanchez, a day laborer who worked as a 
landscaper, had been missing for as long 
as a day before the discovery was made.

Westchester County Police 
Commissioner George Longworth said 
detectives are investigating the matter but 
that it appears the victim and his killer 

may have known each other. Longworth 
said a number of suspects are being 
investigated and he expressed confidence 
that an arrest will be made in the coming 
days.

The county police are asking anyone 
with information about this matter to call 
914-864-7700. 

—Martin Wilbur
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County Police/Mount Kisco

June 24: Police found an intoxicated 
man lying in the street at Lexington and 
Moore avenues at 1:41 a.m. The man was 
not injured and did not require medical 
attention. He was driven to his residence 
on Maplewood Drive for his safety.

June 28: Westchester County Police 
and the Mount Kisco Fire Department 
responded to an activated fire alarm at 
a residence on New Castle Drive at 4:32 
p.m. A smoke condition caused by a 
motorcycle being started in the garage 
may have activated the alarm system. 
Firefighters vented fumes from the 
residence to correct the condition.

June 29: A village resident reported 
at 12:32 p.m. that fraudulent checks 
totaling $17,500 had been written 

against her checking account. The victim 
reported the fraud to her bank, which 
then directed her to also file a report 
with police. The matter was turned over 
to detectives for additional investigation.

Pleasantville Police Department

June 27: A resident reported at 
headquarters at 11:47 a.m. that an 
unknown party had used false info with 
his name to apply for a credit card.

June 30: Report of a suspicious person 
on Bedford Road at 2:24 p.m. A caller 
stated that an individual is taking photos of 
municipal buildings. The subject checked 
okay.

July 3: A 24-year-old Chappaqua man 
was arrested at 2:05 a.m. and charged with 
public urination after relieving himself 

outside Michael’s Tavern on Bedford Road.
July 3: Report of a disturbance at 12:10 

p.m. Two family members were involved 
in an argument. No further action was 
needed.

North Castle Police Department

June 26: Report of a dispute between 
two employees at Imperial Wok on 
North Broadway at 8:33 p.m. 

June 27: Security at Stop & Shop 
reported at 5:47 p.m. a larceny in the past 
by an ex-employee.

June 28: A High Street resident 
called an ambulance for himself at 
4:48 p.m. after swallowing a toothpick 
and feeling it lodged in his throat. The 
caller was transferred to 60 Control, 
which dispatched Armonk Ambulance 

and ALS. The party was transferred to 
Northern Westchester Hospital.

June 29: An Emmalon Avenue resident 
reported at 12:23 a.m. that she has been 
attempting to get in contact with her 
son, who is downstairs, but cannot 
reach him because she is disabled. The 
woman stated that her son has a history 
of overdosing and she is worried about 
him. An officer responded to the call.

July 1: A caller reported at 8:53 a.m. 
that he found a purse on Bear Ridge 
Road in Pleasantville on his way to work 
this morning. The caller stated that he 
has not been able to make contact with 
the individual, who lives on Sarles Street 
in Armonk. The dispatching officer was 
able to reach the individual’s mother. 
Arrangements will be made to return the 
purse to its owner.

Police Blotter

Obituaries

Jeffrey Long
Jeffrey Long of Pleasantville and 

formerly of Hawthorne died suddenly 
on June 29. 

He was 59.
Long was born on Aug. 12, 1955, to 

Raymond and Marilyn (nee Terns) 
Long in White Plains.  Besides his 
father, Raymond Long, of Hawthorne, 
he is survived by his loving daughter, 

Victoria Long, of Denver and his 
brother, Ray (Randy) Long, of Ossining. 
He was predeceased by his stepmother, 
Nancy Long. 

Visitation was at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home on July 6. Interment was private. 

In lieu of flowers, donations to 
Northern Westchester Hospital in 
Mount Kisco would be appreciated. 

Jeanne Doering
Jeanne M Doering, a longtime Mount 

Pleasant resident, passed away on July 
2 at age 82. 

Born Oct. 30, 1932, she was the beloved 
mother of Tom and his wife Kathy, Sue, 
Julie and Peter and his wife Jodi. She is 
also survived by nine grandchildren, 
Brian, Dee, Krystle, Amber, Claudia, 
Nick, Jessica, Joshua and Olivia, and 
two great-grandchildren, Arianna and 
Zachary. She was a secretary for many 
years at The Jewish Board of Family and 
Children Services.

The family is receiving visitors at 
Beecher Flooks Funeral Home, Inc. 
in Pleasantville today (Tuesday) from 
2 to 4 p.m. and 7 to 9 p.m. A funeral 
service will be held at Trinity Lutheran 
Church of Hawthorne, located at 292 
Elwood Ave., on Wednesday, July 8 at 10 
a.m. followed by interment at Kensico 
Cemetery in Valhalla. 

The family requests that in lieu 
of flowers donations be made to 
Westbrook Elks Lodge 1784, P.O. Box 
384, Westbrook, Conn. 06498.

21 West Stevens Ave.
Hawthorne, NY 10532

Ernest J. Carpentieri ~ Douglas A. Daniels

Tel: 914-769-4404
Fax: 914-769-5306

www.hawthornefuneralhome.com
Serving all faiths ~ Independently owned
Conveniently located on the Taconic State Parkway
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Adelaide Kelly
Adelaide Kelly of Valhalla died on June 

30. 
She was 90.
Kelly was born on Jan. 27, 1925, to the 

late John and Eleanor Schaefer in New 
York City. 

Kelly was predeceased by her devoted 
husband, Edward W. Kelly, in 1993, and 
by her beloved son, Edward W. Kelly Jr., 
and son-in-law Patrick Collins along with 
seven brothers and sisters.  

She is survived by her loving children, 
Kandy Kelly Collins of Valhalla, Paul J. 
Kelly and William L. (Linda) Kelly of 

Carmel; daughter-in-law Maria Kelly of 
Carmel; eight cherished grandchildren; 
two great-grandchildren; one sister, 
Eleanor (Frank) Scalera, of Levittown, 
N.Y.; and many nieces and nephews.  

Visitation was at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home on July 2. A funeral Mass was held 
at Holy Rosary Church in Hawthorne on 
July 3. Interment followed at Ferncliff 
Cemetery in Hartsdale. 

Donations to a charity of your choice 
would be a kind remembrance in lieu of 
flowers.

Blood Drive at P’ville’s Emanuel Lutheran July 11 
The Emanuel Lutheran Church 

in Pleasantville hopes to help by 
sponsoring a blood drive on Saturday, 
July 11 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the 
church, located at 197 Manville Rd. 
Whole blood and red cell units will be 
collected from qualifying candidates. 
This drive makes it convenient for 
Pleasantville residents to participate 
but blood donors are welcome from 
surrounding towns to help. 

For questions regarding eligibility 
(travel, medications, last donation, 
etc.), call 1-800-688-0900. To schedule 
an appointment, call 1-800-933-2566 
or visit https://drm.nybloodcenter.
org/PublicScheduler/GroupLanding.
aspx?GroupCode=08737.

Although it is helpful to let the 
organizers know in advance that you 
plan to donate, walk-ins are always 
accepted. 
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By Sarah Bonanno
Before walking over to blow out 

her 100th birthday candles, longtime 
Westchester resident Martha Cylman 
shared her secret to living a century: keep 
moving. Clyman celebrated her special 
milestone Thursday afternoon at The 
Bristal, an assisted living community 
in Armonk that she moved into last 
year. She was surrounded by family, 
friends and The Bristal’s residents and 
staff. Councilman Stephen D’Angelo 
represented the Town of North Castle.

“It seems like just yesterday that I was 
young,” Clyman said. “I can’t think of 
myself as old. I used to think 100 is old. 
I don’t feel old. If you don’t feel old, how 
can you say you’re old?” 

Clyman was born on July 2, 1915, to 
a family of Russian immigrants living in 
New York City. As a child, Clyman and 
her family moved to Mount Vernon, 
where she has many fond memories. 

She met her husband, Sam Garrison 
Clyman, working at her father’s dry 
cleaning business, Robbins Cleaners. 
Once married, Clyman’s husband 
opened a jewelry store in New York 
City’s Diamond District. 

“As a kid, I used to be my father’s 
chauffer and then I became my 
husband’s chauffer,” she said. 

Clyman said her life was filled with 
hard work and assuming the role of 

caretaker. As a young adult, Clyman 
volunteered for multiple organizations 
that focused on helping the poor.

After spending time as a housewife, 
Clyman worked for 25 years as a realtor 
selling homes throughout Westchester. 

“I’ve had a good life, I can’t complain. 
I always worked hard all my life, but 

hard work never hurt anybody,” Clyman 
laughed. 

Clyman, who enjoys keeping busy, 
has pursued various hobbies, including 
needlepointing bedspreads for her 
family and traveling with her husband 
and friends around the world. 

She lived in Florida before moving 

into The Bristal at Armonk.
“Just before I came up here I said, 

‘I’m getting older and I want to go back 
[to Westchester] and that’s why I came 
back…and I found a few new relatives, 
too.” Clyman said. “I’m enjoying it, 
everyone coming to see me.” 

Clyman follows her own advice to 
keep moving on a daily basis, as she 
remains active, mobile and independent. 

“To this day, I take care of myself,” she 
said. “I took care of family and friends, 
but I’m 100 and still able to take care of 
myself.” 

Family, Friends Help Armonk Woman Celebrate 100th Birthday

William “Bill” Primavera is a NYS Licensed Real Estate salesperson, William Raveis Real Estate,1820 Commerce Street,Yorktown Heights,
NY 10598, 914-245-0460. www.raveis.com. Learn more about Bill Primavera, “The Home Guru” Realtor, at: www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com. 

W I L L I A M  R A V E I S  
REAL ESTATE * MORTGAGE * INSURANCE

Bill Primavera 
“The Home Guru” Realtor
Suffers a Split Personality!

Have you heard?

He’s a top notch realtor, but also founder and CEO of
Westchester’s longest running public relations firm and

that’s a very GOOD thing when it comes to the 
creative marketing of your home for sale.

To hire the realtor with public relations
expertise, call Bill at 914-522-2076.

Split Personality Ad_Layout 1  4/18/2015  3:27 PM  Page 1

From left, Nichola Johnson, executive director of  The Bristal at Armonk, 100-year-old Martha Clyman and 
North Castle Councilman Stephen D’Angelo.
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A precedent setting decision is about to 
come before the Mount Pleasant Planning 
Board: preserve valuable wetlands and 
buffer zones or bend the town code for the 
first time in the name of profit.

For over 30 years Judge Francis Nicolai 
has owned a 1.43-acre parcel of wetlands 
at the edge of Graham Hills Park on a 
peaceful bucolic corner in Pleasantville.

But soon, the lush green wetlands so 
necessary to control flooding, provide 
water filtration, preserve ground water 
levels and create nutrients for the numerous 
bird and animal species in Graham Hills, 
may become a one-family home.

The retired judge has come before the 
board several times asking for as many 
as four homes to be built. Each time, the 
residents, the Conservation Advisory 
Council and our own town environmental 
engineer have demonstrated that there is 
no mitigation possible to justify bending 
the town code. It is simply illegal and 
irresponsible. To allow building, the 
town would need to enact Section 111-7 
providing for special circumstances and 
hardship. This section has never been 
enacted on a construction of this size 
and would be setting a precedent for the 
building on wetlands. 

At the most recent public hearing on 
July 2, the planning board appeared to be 
weary of the debate. After 30 years denying 
all plans, there is a sense board members 
may feel obligated to push this through to 
put an end to having this appear again on 
the agenda. Doing the right thing is usually 
the harder road to follow.

Let’s hope they follow the town code as 
written and not allow for any “bending” 
based on feeling obligated to an owner 
with an impressive title.

Carmel Promisel
Pleasantville

By Anthony C. Amiano
I’ve only been to a few Broadway shows 

in my lifetime, but I have seen enough 
to feel confident in classifying the June 
24 North Castle Town Board meeting 
regarding the Miller House as a Broadway-
worthy performance. 

What was initially billed on the meeting 
agenda as a “discussion” regarding the 
Miller House, quickly turned into a tragic 
theater-like event, all to the backdrop of a 
slideshow filled with some outdated photos 
of the property. Speaker after speaker 
rehashed the tortured history of the site 
with some varying degree of accuracy. 
Many claimed their county legislator 
wasn’t doing enough to represent them, 
and yet he was the single elected official 
to get movement on the property with the 
help of a previously willing and able town 
administration. 

I can understand the passion and even 
frustration of some community members 
on this issue. Everyone involved knows 
that the Miller House is in need of repair. 

Everyone involved also knows that those 
repairs must take place soon to salvage the 
property. Yet there should continue to be 
a dialogue between all parties to reach a 
long-term plan, vision and solution. 

North Castle officials simply demanded 
that Westchester County spend significant 
taxpayer dollars to repair the house in place 
across from a damaging cement factory. 
They repeatedly balked at any further 
discussion on the issue, including the 
possibility of moving the house to a safer 
and more sustainable location, and that’s 
unfortunate. Why then was the meeting 
called in the first place? One would hope 
that it was not a purely political stunt 
during an election year. 

But the evening grew grossly worse 
when the president of the Friends of Miller 
House group compared Westchester 
County government to ISIS and the 
Taliban. As if the speaker’s insulting 
comment, particularly as our servicemen 
and women are risking their lives overseas 
fighting these terrorists, was not enough, 

the members of the Town Board—led by 
Supervisor Mike Schiliro—stood by, never 
condemning the remark. Their silence was 
deafening. 

To date, the radical Friends group has 
not publicly retracted the comment and 
is even running a representative of the 
organization for the Board of Legislators. 
How can he stand by that remark—and 
then seek public office, for Westchester 
County government nonetheless?

Growing up, I was taught to always strive 
to work together with others, regardless 
of how dire a situation appeared to be. 
Clearly, the North Castle Town Board 
believes otherwise. If officials truly want to 
sever all future discussion and dialogue on 
the issue, so be it. That is a decision they 
have willingly made, and one they must 
now stand by. Give them a Tony Award.

Anthony C. Amiano serves as a 
legislative aide to Westchester County 
Legislator Michael Smith.
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North Castle Officials Should Negotiate, Not Obfuscate on Miller House

Mt. Pleasant on Verge of Precedent Setting Wetlands Destruction

Letters to the Editor

The Town of North Castle has a landmarks 
preservation ordinance which requires that 
“No owner or person with an interest in real 
property designated as a landmark … shall 
permit the property to fall into a serious 
state of disrepair ….”

An important historic landmark in 
North Castle is the Elijah Miller House.  
It was the headquarters of Gen. George 
Washington in October 1776 during 
the battle of White Plains. It has been 
designated as a landmark, not only by the 
Town of North Castle but also by the State 
of New York and the federal government. 
Miller House has been owned by the 
County of Westchester since 1917 and for 
many years was open to visitors, including 
schoolchildren, who could experience a 
taste of our nation’s early history at this 
special property. 

Unfortunately, in recent years the 
county has allowed the property to fall 

into disrepair. As required by law, the 
North Castle Landmarks Preservation 
Committee issued an order directing the 
county to undertake the repairs necessary 
to preserve this historic landmark. That 
order was issued over two years ago, on Apr. 
23, 2013. Nothing was done by the county, 
and, on July 23, 2014, the Town of North 
Castle adopted a resolution requesting the 
county to begin repairs at once. 

Still nothing was done. A tarp simply 
remained over the building, and a chain at 
the entrance blocks access.

At the Town Board meeting of June 24, 
2015, the town supervisor and the citizens 
of our town, including me, as chair of 
the Landmarks Preservation Committee, 
urged Michael Smith, our representative 
on the County Board of Legislators, to 
use his position to see to it that the county 
undertake the necessary repairs. I continue 
to press for such repairs.  

I am appalled that, if the county does not 
fulfill its obligations as owner and does not 
repair Miller House promptly, the American 
public will lose the history that this building 
represents. I am also very dismayed by the 
county’s failure to follow the law.

The North Castle Landmarks 
Preservation Ordinance is applicable to 
everyone owning a landmarked property 
in town, and that includes the County. 
Why should we expect our citizens to 
follow the law, if our elected officials 
do not? How can we expect owners of 
landmarked properties, owners with far 
less resources than our county, to maintain 
their properties in good repair, if our 
county ignores that obligation?

I urge the county to repair Miller House 
promptly and implore Michael Smith to 
join with us to obtain that result. 

Susan Shimer
Armonk

County Has Failed in its Obligation to Repair the Miller House
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By Janine Bowen
Anyone planning to attend the 11th 

annual Pleasantville Music Festival at 
Parkway Field this Saturday can expect 
some surprises.

Earlier this year organizers announced 
several big changes, including the addition 
of a third stage for the event. One of the new 
features is appearances by winners of this 
winter’s Battle of the Bands, spotlighting 
young musicians, to open the festival. 

Pleasantville Music Festival Executive 
Director Andy Goodman said he knew the 
contest would be a great way to get young 
musicians involved, but he never expected 
to be blown away by the entrants. 

Initially, the contest was intended to 
have two winners: one that would open the 
Chill Tent Stage and another to open the 
Beer Garden Stage; however, Goodman 
explained that festival volunteers ultimately 
booked three artists who competed. 

These winners, Megan Talay, Regret 
the Hour and Wild Planes, will kick off 
the festival at noon, and Goodman urges 
ticketholders to be sure to catch their 
performances. 

“I did not expect the caliber of talent 
that we had. It’s just incredible,” Goodman 
said. “All three of these are a great reason 
to come early.” 

Gates open at 11 a.m. for the festival, but 
this year people who wish to participate in 
Tent City won’t need to line up to ensure 

they have a good spot. Goodman said 
tickets for Tent City, which are now sold 
out, were put on sale in advance this year 
in order to make the process go smoothly. 
Anyone who brings a tent but does not 
have a Tent City ticket will not be allowed 
to bring it in. 

Other banned items include selfie sticks 
and drones. Goodman said volunteers 
will be checking coolers to prevent festival 
patrons from bringing in alcohol.

The festival will include a silent auction 
of four acoustic guitars that were donated 
by Paul Bessolo of Rock Island Sound in 
Tarrytown. Proceeds from the auction will 
benefit the festival’s charitable partners: 
Love, Hope, Strength, which helped 

acquire some of the artists for the event; 
the Justin Veatch Fund; the Prader Willi 
Foundation; and the Tina Gambino 
Memorial Fund. In addition, Westchester 
Medical Center, in partnership with 
Evan’s Team, will be selling raffle tickets 
for a Mercedes-Benz convertible, with the 
proceeds going toward remodeling the 
hospital’s family area. 

For younger festival-goers, there will 

be a Kids Fun Zone run by Funtime 
Amusements as well as a photo booth 
from Double Image Entertainment, 
theater activities with Arc Stages and face 
painting by Pleasantville residents Greg 
and Kat Nemec. 

For complete information on the 
festival, including tickets and the 
scheduled lineup of performers, visit www.
pleasantvillemusicfestival.com.

By Janine Bowen
Andy Suzuki’s parents 

had always influenced 
his musical style, but if 
it wasn’t for his father he 
may never have become a 
musician. 

Suzuki, who will 
play an acoustic set at 
Saturday’s Pleasantville 
Music Festival, was raised 
in Washington D.C. by 
a Jewish mother and 
a Japanese immigrant 
father. His cultural 
background meant that 
he listened to an eclectic 
array of music as a child 
and often sang along 
to songs in different 
languages. 

Although he was always interested in 
music, it wasn’t until high school that 
Suzuki realized that he might have a 
talent for writing original material. 

“I’ve always been singing and by the 
time I was in high school I sort of realized 
that it came naturally to me and I started 
writing songs and that kind of put me on 
this path,” he said. 

Just as Suzuki entered high school, his 
father was diagnosed with early onset 
of Alzheimer’s. For the next 10 years he 
watched his father’s condition worsen 
and Suzuki would spend lots of time 
reflecting about his dad, which led him 
to write music at the piano. Suzuki said 

the struggle of watching 
his father deteriorate can 
be heard in some of his 
music. 

But perhaps most 
importantly, the 
unexpected diagnosis of 
his dad, who died in 2011, 
made Suzuki realize that 
life is short and inspired 
him to follow his dream of 
becoming a professional 
musician. 

“My dad’s influence was 
super, super formative 
for me as an artist,” 
Suzuki said. “Many of 
my early songs, those 
kinds of images and my 
thoughts appear in the 

lyrics, sometimes directly, sometimes 
indirectly,” Suzuki said. “Who knows, if 
my dad didn’t get sick, maybe I wouldn’t 
be pursuing what I’m pursuing right now.” 

On Saturday, he will be taking the Chill 
Tent Stage alone playing acoustic songs, 
which he says he enjoys because it allows 
him to play pieces that are more personal 
to him and permits his lyrics to speak for 
themselves. 

One of his most memorable 
professional experiences, was when he 
had an opportunity to open for one of the 
most recognizable names in rock music. 
Suzuki had the chance to open for Ringo 
Starr and his All Star Band, 

“To have that experience of playing in 
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Excited about the Pleasantville Music Festival
Saturday, July 11? We are. Great bands. Great times. In a
great Village. And PCTV is going to be there to cover it 
as always. Want a preview of this year’s artists? Watch 
2015 PVille Music Fest Preview any day at 6am, 12pm, 
or 6pm on channel  76 /36 to get a peek at who’s playing. 
Or watch online at pctv76.org. Be in the know before  
the show.

Pleasantville Gears Up for Exciting New-Look Music Festival

continued on next page

Andy Suzuki will perform a solo 
acoustic set this Saturday at the 
Pleasantville Music Festival.

Suzuki’s Father, Multiethnic Background 
Key Influences in Music CareerFor those attending this Saturday’s Pleasantville 

Music Festival, there will be a few changes that  
organizers hope will enhance the spectators’ 
experience.
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By Janine Bowen
Rebecca Haviland and Whisky Heart 

have recently finished two national 
tours, but the White Plains residents are 
looking forward to a much shorter trip 
for their next gig. 

A young woman with a voice bigger 
than her size would suggest, Haviland 
and her band will be playing at this 
Saturday’s Pleasantville Music Festival at 
Parkway Field. Growing up in Harrison, 
Haviland was surrounded by music 
and began playing piano as soon as she 
was big enough to sit on the bench. 
Her grandmother was a piano teacher 

and her grandfather played drums in a 
swing band while several of her uncles 
performed in cover bands for the local 
bar circuit. 

Haviland began sitting in with her 
uncle’s bands when she was 13 years 
old before joining her own group while 
going to Harrison High School. During 
that time, she sang, played keyboards 
and wrote music with some of her 
friends. But when she looked at her 
future, Haviland never envisioned she 
could become a songwriter by trade. 

“Initially I thought I was going to 
go to school for opera because I didn’t 
really realize you could be a songwriter,” 
Haviland said. 

However, she discovered the 
songwriting program at SUNY Purchase, 
which is where fellow bandmate Chris 
Anderson attended graduate school. 
Despite both being students at SUNY 
Purchase, the pair didn’t meet until they 
attended the same show in Manhattan 
and Anderson learned that Haviland was 
in need of a bass player. 

Anderson, who had played in several 
bands of his own, developed a seamless 
songwriting partnership with Haviland. 
She explained that the pair often 
collaborates in order to edit or amend 
music and lyrics that blend elements of 
classical and modern music. 

“My lyric writing is reminiscent of 

some of that more romantic, kind of 
standard music but then puts some more 
of a rock, Americana [sound in it] as 
well,” Haviland explained.

Influenced by classic rock bands like 
Led Zeppelin and the jazz standards 
that she heard her grandparents play, 

Haviland said the band also blends 
elements of country, blues and bluegrass. 

Having opened for acts such as 
James McCartney, son of Beatle Paul 
McCartney, she said the group’s live 
act features high-energy performances 
that capture the recorded sound while 
feeding off the energy of the crowd. 

“The songs definitely sound like the 
record but we take them to a different 
place live,” Haviland said. “We definitely 
open them up a little bit more and have 
some more fun with them in a live 
setting.”

Having grown up a short drive from 
Pleasantville, Haviland has been familiar 
with the festival and has been eager to 
have the chance to perform at a more 
local event. She hopes that area residents 
who have seen her perform over the 
years will appreciate how her talent 
has developed and will be interested in 
hearing more from the group, who will 
begin recording their next album this 
fall. 

“We’ve really wanted to participate in 
the last few years and it’ll feel really good 
to get to do something local and show all 
the hard work we’ve put into the national 
touring,” Haviland said.

Rebecca Haviland and Whiskey Heart 
will be performing on the Main Stage at 
1:35 p.m.

Local Band Takes Short Trip to P’ville Music Festival Main Stage

Come in for 

Threading & 

Facials by Suna 

by appointment 

only

Fine European Hair Design
Hair Styling, Cutting, Coloring, Make-up, Facials,  

Massage, Organic Hair Removal
Specializing in Keratin Treatment 

Special: $175 only Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday
12 Marble Avenue • Pleasantville, NY 10570

914-769-8262 • www.eurospasalon.net

Suzuki’s Father, 
Multiethnic Background 
Key Influences in Music 
Career
front of 10,000 people and then to have 
also the experience having to open for a 
Beatle…that’s a huge moment that I will 
never forget,” he said. 

Following his appearance in 
Pleasantville, Suzuki said he will focus on 
his new EP, which he is currently writing 
songs for. 

Andrew Suzuki will be performing on 
the Chill Tent Stage at 5:10 p.m.

continued from previous page Harrison native Rebecca Haviland will perform 
with her band on Saturday playing a blend of  
rock with influences of  jazz, country, blues and 
bluegrass.
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Rock Band Shoots for the Moon at a Young Age 
By Janine Bowen

Most musicians spend their entire 
life waiting for a big break but the four 
members of Lions on the Moon are living 
the dream before any of them graduate 
high school. 

The band, which recently recorded its 
first album, will play the Pleasantville 
Music Festival this Saturday and the four 
members, ages 13 to 17, are excited for the 
opportunity. 

“I hear there are a lot of hot girls 
in Pleasantville,” joked 15-year-old 
drummer Henry Thomas. “I hope they 
come to the music festival and check us 
out.” 

Despite their young age, the members of 
Lions on the Moon have a strong respect 
and love for classic rock groups. Thomas 
said it was listening to The Rolling Stones 
in the car that inspired him to learn an 
instrument at seven years old. He said 
that older music tends to have more depth 
and soul than modern pop music. 

Nick Winegardner, the band’s 13-year-
old guitarist and lead vocalist, agreed that 
classic rock is accessible to most people in 
a way that other genres are not. The band 
members’ fathers have also instilled a love 
of classic rock in their sons. 

“Speaking for the whole band, I would 
say that our dads really got us into that 
music,” Winegardner said. “The dads may 
not be great musicians, actually they don’t 
even play, but they really like rock.” 

Lions on the Moon write or co-write all 

of their songs. Winegardner began writing 
music at 11 with a music instructor from 
his hometown named Michael Mugrage, 
whom he said helped him find the 
direction he wanted to take. Since then 
he has collaborated with Mugrage and his 
bandmates.

“Normally I don’t really think about 
what songs are going to be about until 
after I have a structure,” said Winegardner. 
“I’m not the type of writer that writes 
lyrics without music, so normally most of 
my lyrics and melodies come from what 

I’m feeling at the time.”
Although Winegardner writes most of 

the band’s material, Thomas said each of 
the members contribute to songs, adding 
their own unique licks or grooves to a 
track. The band works well together, 
although they all didn’t know each other 
until Georgia musician, Col. Bruce 
Hampton, introduced Winegardner to 
guitar player Brandon Niederauer and 
his brother, bass player Dylan Niederauer. 
Thomas was the last to join the group, but 
said from the first time the four played 

together, it was as though they had been 
together for years. 

“When Henry came, it became even 
clearer that we had something special 
in the works,” Winegardner said. “Not 
only does our styles of playing work well 
together, but our personalities are all 
different but fit together like a puzzle.” 

Finding a name for the group came 
next, and was inspired when someone 
compared the four boys to a pride of 
young lions. Later on, another person said 
their career was going to skyrocket to the 
moon. 

Although the band has only been 
together since last year, Winegardner 
already has ambitious goals for Lions on 
the Moon. He said he would love to play 
the Beacon Theatre in New York City, 
hopes to sell out Madison Square Garden 
and one day win a Grammy. 

For now, Winegardner said that the 
band is honored to have been asked to 
play the Pleasantville Music Festival. 
Thomas said their performance at 
Saturday’s event will be energetic and 
loud while Winegardner added that 
they plan to exceed any expectations the 
audience may have for a band with such 
young musicians.

“Audiences always seem kind of 
surprised when they see us for the first 
time,” said Winegardner. “I don’t think 
they see us coming.”

Lions on the Moon will play the Beer 
Garden Stage at 1 p.m.

Expect a Bit of the Unexpected When Josh Flagg is on Stage
By Janine Bowen

Josh Flagg would never be able to give 
a speech in front of thousands of people, 
but hand him a guitar and put him on a 
stage and it’s the most natural experience 
in the world. 

Flagg, a Brooklyn-based power pop 
artist who will be playing two sets at the 
Pleasantville Music Festival this Saturday, 
said the ability to perform his music on 
stage is the most exciting and rewarding 
part of playing. 

In a musical climate where many 
hit songs are written by a team of 
professionals locked away in a room, 
Flagg said he brings rock music back to 
his roots by focusing on writing his own 
music and then letting those songs take 
on a life of their own during shows. 

“We’re kind of a throwback rock band 
in that we write these songs, we work 
in the studio and we take them out and 
play them and they take different shapes 
depending on when you’re doing it,” said 
Flagg, who came out with a four-song EP 
in 2009 and followed that up about two 
years later with his group’s first full-length 
album “Devastate Me.”

Flagg said he knew he would become 
a musician. He began playing as a 
young child when his dad taught him 
the mandolin. As he approached his 

teen-age years, Flagg decided that guitar 
was a cooler instrument. But his father 
remained an inspiration, encouraging 
him to experiment when writing songs. 

“He kind of always instilled in me that 
you didn’t really need to follow any rules. 
You could make whatever you wanted up,” 
said Flagg, who once composed a piece 
using only the black keys on the piano.

Writing lyrics and music has always 
felt natural to Flagg, and heeding his 
father’s advice, he’s continued to venture 
into uncharted waters when writing 
and recording his music. Flagg said 
that his songs often trick listeners with 
unexpected subject matter, such as a love 
song on the “Devastate Me” album called 
“Bring Him Back to Life,” which is about 
the walking dead. 

His next album, which will be released 
in October, takes a more personal 
approach and, as a result, took much 
longer to write. Flagg said writing music 
that can be considered a bit off beat grants 
him a little more freedom to take chances 
he might not otherwise take. Ultimately, 
though, the music and melody dictate 
what direction a song will go. 

“I’m not going to write shiny, happy 
things with some sad song progression, so 
you’re just kind of looking for a verse or a 
line that tells you what the song is about 

and you go from there,” Flagg said. 
This will be Flagg’s first time playing 

the Pleasantville Music Festival and he is 
excited to be sharing the stage with so many 
artists. Although a New Yorker for the past 
two decades, Flagg grew up in Philadelphia 
and is excited to be performing at the same 
festival as G. Love & Special Sauce, which 

also hails from his hometown.  
“I snuck into G. Love concerts when I 

was way too young to be able to sneak into 
certain places so it’s crazy to be sharing the 
stage,” he said.

Josh Flagg is scheduled to perform 
on the Beer Garden Stage at 2:20 and  
5:10 p.m.

Despite the four members of  Lions on the Moon having yet to graduate high school, the group will be 
playing the Pleasantville Music Festival this Saturday.

JOE RAYOME PHOTO
Josh Flagg will be one of  16 acts on three stages this Saturday for the 11th annual Pleasantville Music 
Festival.
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By Martin Wilbur
Courtney Walker had found success in 

the network television world for nearly 
the first eight years of her career and 
later in a high-powered Manhattan-based 
global public relations firm.

Despite those attractive positions, 
Walker had longed to work in the 
nonprofit sector and help make a 
difference in people’s lives.

In early June she got her wish when 
she was hired by the Food Bank for 
Westchester as its director of marketing 
and communications, overseeing internal 
and external communications for the 
Elmsford-based organization. She works 
with the Food Bank’s partners and helps 
publicize its operations and special events.

“I’m really trying to raise the visibility 
and awareness of the mission and the 
vision of the Food Bank and what we do,” 
Walker said.

A month after starting with the 
Food Bank, Walker, 36, is enjoying 
the challenge, using the skills and 
experience she acquired during her stay 

at NBC Universal, where she worked in 
communications and corporate events, 
followed later for five years with Ketchum 
Public Relations.

Walker also believes in what the Food 
Bank does and its. While poverty and 
hunger is not particularly hard to find 
in most major cities, in Westchester it’s 
often hidden, which belies the acute 
need of thousands in a county that is 
known for its affluence. The Food Bank 
cites statistics that one out of every 
five county residents—about 200,000 
people—go hungry or are at the risk of 
going hungry.

Helping to get the message out to the 
larger public is not as simple as it sounds 
despite the statistics.

“Suburban poverty is very different 
than urban poverty,” Walker said. “In 
New York City it’s right in front of you. 
For people in Westchester County who 
need help, it’s much more difficult to 
spot.”

Walker’s preparation for her newest 
job was years in the making. A native of 

Uniontown, Pa., not far from Pittsburgh, 
she went to the University of Miami 
(Ohio) where she majored in broadcast 
journalism and minored in theater. 
Coming out of school, she was able to 
be part of NBC’s well-recognized Page 
Program, a yearlong developmental 
program that helps to prepare its 
participants for careers in in broadcast 
media companies. That opportunity 
gave Walker exposure to work in variety 
of the network’s departments because a 
participant must rotate to see different 
parts of the company, she said.

Although Walker had studied 
broadcast journalism, toward the end 
of her year and already in New York, 

she learned of an opening in corporate 
communications. She applied and got 
the job and it’s where she would work for 
close to eight years.

After freelancing several jobs, an 
acquaintance suggested that Walker seek 
an opening at Ketchum Public Relations 
and landed a position as managing 
account supervisor working on a wide 
variety of client accounts, such as IKEA 
and FedEx.

In recent months, Walker said she 
began job searching, looking to see if 
there were any positions available in 
the nonprofit world, when she stumbled 
upon an ad for a job opening at the Food 
Bank for Westchester.

For the still new Pleasantville 
resident—she moved to the village last 
year—getting the job was fortuitous. 
Having lived in Manhattan with her 
husband, Brian, and the couple’s three-
year-old son, they hoped to move out 
of the city. Walker’s husband had been 
raised in Greenburgh and they began 
searching for houses throughout before 
finding a house in Pleasantville.

Now Walker no longer needs to 
commute into Manhattan, instead taking 
the roughly 15-minute drive to the Food 
Bank’s offices and warehouse. She feels 
fortunate not only working close to home 
but where a tangible difference can be 
made.

“I’m here to help them and to get their 
message out,” Walker said.

know your
Neighbor

Courtney Walker, Food Bank Director of 
Communications, Pleasantville

Kaitlyn Corbett has always called New York home. Born and raised in Buffalo, she earned her degree in 
nuclear power engineering at SUNY College of Technology and moved to Peekskill to start her career at 
Indian Point. Safety is the single most important mission for Kaitlyn and her 1,000 colleagues at the plant, 
and it’s been the focus of her years of study and training in the nuclear ower industry. Every day, engineers 
are graded on their performance by inspectors from the Nuclear RegulatoryCommission. The NRC recently 
gave Kaitlyn and the team at Indian Point its highest safety rating — for the fifth year in a row.

Discover more about Indian Point at SafeSecureVital.com

“Peekskill is my home, and keeping
  us safe is my job.” Kaitlyn Corbett

Nuclear Engineer

POWERING NEW YORK



July 7 - July 13, 2015 The Examiner20

For years, from a style 
perspective, we’ve preferred 
the clean sleek look of 
hardwood floors over wall-to-
wall carpeting, especially since 
we figured out that the costs 
were comparable. 

From a health consideration, 
we’ve had the perception in 
the media that hard surface 
flooring holds advantages 
over carpeting for allergy and 
asthma sufferers. 

But recently I learned from 
Diane Darby, vice president, 
marketing and sales at Absolute 
Flooring in Yorktown Heights, 
that the opposite is true.

Whenever I have a question about 
any aspect of flooring, Darby always 
“floors” me, if you’ll pardon the pun, 
with her encyclopedic knowledge of the 
business and her exceptional ability to 
communicate that expertise clearly and 
concisely.  

“When I got into the business, I just 
listened to everything the reps could tell 
me,” Darby said of how she acquired that 
knowledge.

But I suspect that she’s just plain smart 
on top of that process. Also, as I learned 
with this particular issue, she does 
independent research. 

So, when I read that one in 10 children 
and one in 12 adults suffer from asthma, 
and that many people believe carpeting 

affects asthma sufferers, I knew 
with whom I should check.

“Although most people 
come in to remove carpet 
when a child or an elderly 
person has some respiratory 
issue, I tell them that’s not 
what they should do, based on 
my research,” Darby explained.

“I found that there had been 
some studies done, the first 
one in the 1970s in Sweden, 
where in commercial buildings 
they had stopped using 
carpeting and went to hard 
surfaces specifically because 
the incidence of respiratory 
distress had risen so high in 

the country and they felt this was a direct 
correlation to the use of carpeting.

“But in fact, what they found was that 
carpeting was better for holding allergens 
and other properties at bay that would 
normally be airborne until such time 
that they could be cleaned away, while 
hard surfaces allowed those allergens 
to become airborne with foot traffic. 
Studies proved that, in fact, carpeting 
was better.”

“But what about getting the allergens 
out of the carpeting?” I asked.  

“There is that disclaimer,” Diane 
responded. “The carpeting must be well 
maintained. It should be vacuumed 
at least once a week and should be 
professionally cleaned every 18 to 24 

months. As a matter of fact, this should 
be done anyway to maintain the carpet’s 
warranty in case there’s ever a claim. The 
preferred method is steam cleaning, or 
hot water extraction, as it’s called, so that 
the moisture is also removed.”

Darby added that wools should be dry 

cleaned with a product called Capture, 
a powder manufactured by Milliken, 
which is poured on the carpet and 
vacuumed away.

My last question about carpeting 
versus hardwood flooring involved the 
concern about off-gassing. 

“That has been addressed in the past 
few years by the manufacturers,” Darby 
said, “and, further, once the carpet 
arrives in our warehouse, we unwrap it 
from the plastic and aerate it until it’s 
ready to be installed in the consumer’s 
home.  

“So, bottom line, when we have a 
flooring customer talking about air 
quality issues in the home, we do 
recommend carpeting over hardwood,” 
Darby concluded. 

If you have any questions about 
flooring or carpeting, Diane Darby of 
Absolute Flooring will have the answer. 
She can be reached at 914-245-0225. The 
website address is www. absoluteflooring.
com.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public 
relations agency in Westchester (www.
PrimaveraPR.com). His real estate site 
is: www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and 
his blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.com. To 
engage the services of The Home Guru 
and his team to market your home for 
sale, call 914-522-2076.

The Surprising Health Debate of Carpeting vs. Hard Floors 

BILL PRIMAVERA PHOTO
Diane Darby, vice president, marketing and 
sales at Absolute Flooring, said research shows 
that carpeting rather than hardwood is a better 
flooring choice for those concerned about air 
quality issues.

Swim Across America Gears up for Summer Cancer Fundraisers
Swim Across America, Long Island Sound Chapter 

(SAA-LIS), which raises money and awareness for 
cancer research, prevention and treatment through 
swimming-related events, has kicked off its 23rd 
summer season, offering nine opportunities to 
swim and volunteer in Westchester and Rockland 
counties, 

The nonprofit organization, which raised over 
$1 million last year, will have its first swim at 
Westchester Country Club in Rye on July 11. Seven 
more participation opportunities are scheduled in 
the three-week period ending Aug. 1.   

“This is my 23rd year working with SAA-LIS, 
and I continue to be amazed by and thankful for 
the hundreds of swimmers and volunteers who 
participate in our annual swims,” said Chapter 
President Tony Sibio. “Each participant is a hero, who 
helps us raise crucial funds that have a direct impact 
in the fight against cancer and on cancer patients’ 
lives. This year we are encouraging swimmers and 
volunteers to bring a friend to the swim, so we can 
expand our fundraising efforts. Not only will it be 
fun to bring new friends into the SAA-LIS family, 
it also will help us increase awareness, expand our 
reach and achieve our fundraising goals.”

The summer program will encompass eight pool 
swims (with the option of half-mile and one-mile 
efforts) plus an open water swim course on Long 

Island Sound that will offer participants the option 
of swimming 2K, 5K or 10K. The open water swim, 
which starts at Larchmont Yacht Club and ends at 
Larchmont Shore Club, has been recognized by the 
World Open Water Swimming Association as one of 
America’s Top 100 Open Water Swims.

Here is the full roster of participating locations, 
dates and times.

Westchester Country Club, Rye: Saturday, July 
11, 6:30 to 9:30 a.m.

Germonds Pool, Clarkstown (Rockland 
County): Sunday, July 12, 7 to 10 a.m.

NYAC Travers Island, Pelham: Friday, July 17, 
6:30 to 9 p.m.

Orienta Beach Club, Mamaroneck: Saturday, 
July 18, 6:15 to 9:30 a.m.  

Chappaqua Swim & Tennis Club, Chappaqua: 
Sunday, July 19, 6:30 to 9:30 a.m.

Coveleigh Club, Rye: Thursday, July 23, 3: to 5 
p.m.

Long Island Sound Open Water, Larchmont: 
Saturday, July 25, 6 a.m. to noon.

Lakeside Field Club, North Salem: Sunday, July 
26, 5 to 8 p.m.

Lake Isle Country Club, Eastchester: Saturday, 
Aug. 1, 6:30 to 9:30 a.m.

Those interested in participating in 2015 SAA-
LIS events can register to swim, volunteer to help 

or sponsor a swimmer at www.swimacrossamerica.
org/long_island. Donations can be sent to SAA-
Long Island Sound, P.O. Box 217, Larchmont, N.Y. 
10538.

All proceeds raised stay local, supporting cutting 
edge cancer research, as well as patient care and 
support in New York. Beneficiaries include The 
Cancer Support Team (serving lower Westchester); 
The Tommy Palazzo Fellowship for Columbia 
University and Morgan Stanley Children’s Hospital 
at Presbyterian Medical Center; United Hospice 
of Rockland; and The Swim Across America and 
DeMatteo Research Laboratories at Memorial 
Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center.

Swim Across America, Inc. was founded in 1987 
and currently offers nearly 30 swims in 15 states. 
The organization has raised more than $60 million 
for cancer research and prevention programs at 
the country’s finest hospitals and managed-care 
facilities.  

The Long Island Sound chapter was started 
in 1992, and has grown to be the largest in the 
organization, having raised over $15 million since 
its inception and $1.1 million in 2014.  

For more information about Swim Across 
America Long Island Chapter, call 914-769-8411 or 
visit www.swimacrossamerica.org.
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By Martin Wilbur
There may be plenty of people today 

who are health conscious and counting 
calories, but there is still room in the 
American diet for a high quality dessert.

That is a key reason why sherry b 
dessert studio in downtown Chappaqua 
has been thriving since it opened in 
September 2012.

Sherry Blockinger, its owner and 
executive pastry chef, said she looks 
to make her desserts, whether it’s her 
cookies, brownies and bars, cupcakes. ice 
cream or any of the other delectable treats, 
a special experience for her customers.

“One of the reasons why I turn out the 
level of product that I do is that I feel like 
with dessert it is an indulgence and it 
does need to be worth it,” Blockinger said. 
“That’s why I have the best quality product 
and I really do, I take it seriously. I feel like 
if you’re going to invest the calories in my 
dessert, it should be worth it.”

Blockinger regularly heads into her 
kitchen to come up with new concoctions 
or to put a new twist on old favorites. 
For the summer, customers can find new 

additions to sherry b’s own ice cream and 
an ice cream sandwich selection. There’s 
the strawberry shortcake sandwich 
(roasted strawberry ice cream between 
layers of vanilla cake); the fluffernutter 
(marshmallow ice cream with flecks 
of creamy peanut butter sandwiched 
between banana bread); the Suzy Q 
(sweet cream ice cream between layers of 
chocolate cake); and the Sherry-O (vanilla 
ice cream between two sherry-o cookies.) 

There are always at least six flavors of ice 
cream available. The roasted strawberry 
(roasted fresh strawberries pureed 
and blended with buttermilk) and the 
blueberry crisp (vanilla bean ice cream 
with a fresh blueberry sauce swirled in 
along with chunks of fresh baked streusel 
crisp) are new this summer.

Customers may also create their own 
cookie or ice cream sandwich by choosing 
any two flavors of cookie and choosing 
their own filling or ice cream.

Then there are the staples that have 
been around since Blockinger opened 
the business. All of sherry b’s cookies, the 
Oreo cheesecake brownie, the Blonide 

Ate a Brownie bar, cheesecake, pound 
cake, pies and tart are available on a 
regular basis.

Blockinger also offers a full line of 
beverages—hot and iced coffees and teas, 
their own sodas, shakes and floats, and 
the old-fashioned egg cream.

“We make everything here from 
scratch, including our own soda syrup 
and obviously all of the ice cream and 
all the baked goods,” said Blockinger, a 
French Culinary Institute graduate who 
also has restaurant management training. 

Blockinger, who grew up in Rockland 
County and now lives in Katonah, calls 
her business a studio because her kitchen 
isn’t just where desserts are baked but 
where she creates. Also, the interior of the 
King Street space is similar to an artist’s 
café, with a couch and smaller and larger 
tables. Customers can come in, order a 
beverage and dessert and have a relaxing 
place to sit and enjoy their treat.

She said she loved baking but when 
Blockinger was ready to open her own 
business she wanted to do something 
different than a commercial bakery. 

“I really use my kitchen like a studio,” 
said Blockinger. “I’m always creating new 
things, and approaching it in that way and 
then it was what else could a studio aspect 
offer. 

“So it was the idea to involve people 
in it and then launch this other program 
where we could have other chefs come 
in to do demos and really use it as their 
studios as well,” Blockinger said. 

She also holds events such as artists’ 
exhibits and book signings. Most recently 
sherry b hosted an exhibit featuring the 
work of photographer Jesse Frohman, 
who photographed musician Kurt 
Cobain’s last session.

“I’m very lucky. I love what I do and I 
get to do it every day,” Blockinger said.

For more information, call 914-238-
8300 or visit www.sherryb.com. It is 
located at 65 King St. in Chappaqua.
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sherry b dessert studio
Chappaqua

Sherry Blockinger, the owner and executive pastry 
chef  of  sherry b dessert studio.
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Tuesday, July 7
Calder Center Series With Dr. Alan 

Clark: Penguins and Climate Chane. 
Professor J. Alan Clark of Fordham 
University’s Louis Calder Center 
Biological Field Station in Armonk will 
summarize his own research and the 
research of other penguin scientists as he 
highlights the little known world of these 
ever charismatic creatures. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. 
East, Armonk. 6:30 p.m. Free. Info: 914-
273-3887.

First Tuesdays Book Club. “Left 
Neglected” by Lisa Genova will be 
discussed. Led by Mary Johnson. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-
273-3887.

Wednesday, July 8
Master Networker Meeting. Join this 

high-energy interactive membership 
network of learning-based, service-
oriented entrepreneurs and business 
leaders. Come be a guest any Wednesday 
to learn more about this world-class 
business training and referral program. 
Mount Kisco Coach Diner, 252 E. Main 
St., Mount. 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. RSVP suggested. Info and 
RSVP: Contact Julie Genovesi at 303-929-
7203 or e-mail julie@eurobella.net or just 
drop in. 

Zumba Fitness. Achieve long-term 
benefits while having a blast in one 
exciting hour of calorie-burning, body-
energizing, awe-inspiring movements 
meant to engage and captivate for life. For 
all fitness levels. Dance Emotions, 75 S. 
Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. Every Monday 
and Wednesday at 9 a.m. and Saturdays at 
10 a.m. Drop in or weekly discount rates 
available. Info: Contact Peggy at 914 960-
4097.

Pound Fitness Program. A 45-minute 
full-body cardio and stress relief 
jam session, fusing Pilates, cardio, 
plyometrics, isometric movements and 
poses. Using lightly weighted drumsticks 
called Ripstix™ and combining constant 
simulated drumming resulting in working 
the entire body. Dance Emotions, 75 S. 
Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 10:15 a.m. $20. 
Every Wednesday. Info: Contact Peggy at 
914 960-4097.

Senior Benefits Information Center. 
Counselors offer older adults one-on-
one counseling covering a broad range 
of topics including Medicare health and 
prescription plans, food stamps, HEAP, 
EPIC, weatherization, minor home repair 
and tax relief programs. Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 Main St., Mount 
Kisco. 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. Info: 914-231-3260.

Support Group for Alzheimer’s 
Caregivers. Temple Shaaray Tefila and 
Westchester Jewish Community Services 

have scheduled this forum to provide 
a place for caregivers to discuss their 
feelings, share their experiences and 
support one another. A specialist from 
the Alzheimer’s Association will lead the 
group and provide educational materials 
and information. All welcome. Temple 
Shaaray Tefila’s Youth Lounge, 89 Baldwin 
Rd., Bedford. 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Free. 
Meets the second and fourth Wednesday 
of each month. Registration required. Info 
and registration: Contact the Alzheimer’s 
Association at 800-272-3900 or visit www.
alz.org/hudsonvalley.

Art Discussion Series: The Mansions 
of Newport, Part 1. Head to Newport 
for a magnificent look at the mansions of 
America’s turn-of-the-century business 
magnates. Explore the mansions, their 
gardens and the art collections held 
within, as well as taking a look at some 
of the interesting families that summered 
in Newport. Led by Professor Valerie 
Franco. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 6:30 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887 or www.
northcastlelibrary.org.

Musical Films With a Shakespeare 
Theme: “Kiss Me Kate.” Chappaqua 
Public Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-238-
4779 or www.chappaqualibrary.org.

New Castle Summer Concert Series: 
Don Dupont Big Band. Music that 
recalls the Big Band era. The first of four 
Wednesday night concerts. New Castle 
Recreation Field, South Greeley Avenue, 
Chappaqua. 7 p.m. Free. Info: Visit the 
Recreation and Parks page at www.
mynewcastle.org. 

Papal Encyclical on the Environment: 
A Call to All Humanity. Sister Kathleen 
Deignan and Brother Kevin Cawley, co-
conveners of the Thomas Berry Forum 
for Ecological Dialogue at Iona College, 
present a summary of key points from the 
Papal Encyclical on Climate Change to be 
published this month. They also explain 
the meaning of this document as well as 
the Pope’s message about climate change 
for all of humanity. Greenburgh Nature 
Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 
Refreshments at 7 p.m. Program at 7:30 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit 
www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.  

Thursday, July 9
The Breakfast Club. A series of breakfast 

meetings designed especially for seniors 
that meets monthly (except for August 
and December). Includes breakfast, a 
presentation on a topic of interest to 
seniors and a light exercise program. This 
month’s topic is “How to De-clutter and 
Organize Your Home.” Phelps Memorial 
Hospital Center’s cafeteria, Level G, 701 
N. Broadway, Sleepy Hollow. 8:30 to 10:30 
a.m. Free. Registration required. Info and 
registration: 914-366-3937.

Let Your Yoga Dance Classes. The 
popular Kripalu noon dance class is 
now in Chappaqua! Combines easy 
dance, gentle yoga and great music. 
Come join this noncompetitive, heart 
pumping and joyful experience. Drop-
ins welcome. Dance Emotions, 75 S. 
Greeley Ave., Chappaqua.10 a.m. $20 
per 75-minute class. Every Tuesday and 
Thursday. Info: 914-238-8974 or email 
claudiayogadance@gmail.com.

Osteoporosis Support and Education. 
A monthly group program for individuals 
with osteoporosis. Provides education 
on nutrition, exercise (weight-bearing, 
strengthening and balance) and activities 
of daily living. Phelps Memorial Hospital 
Center’s boardroom (Level C), 701 N. 
Broadway, Sleepy Hollow. 11 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. Free. Registration required. Info and 
registration: 914-366-2270.

Bridge With Joel Goren. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 6 p.m. Free. Also July 16, 23 and 
30. Info: 914-273-3887.

Bereavement Support Group. For 
adults struggling with the loss of a loved 
one. Led by bereavement coordinator 
Bess Steiger. Phelps Memorial Hospital 
Center, Suite 225 (755 Building), 701 N. 
Broadway, Sleepy Hollow. 6:30 to 8 p.m. 
Suggested donation: $10. Also July 23. 
Info: 914-366-3325 or e-mail bsteiger@
pmhc.us.

Zumba Fitness Class. Addie-Tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza (lower level), Pleasantville. 7 to 8 
p.m. $15 a class. $29 for four classes. $55 
for eight classes. Meets every Thursday. 
Also Saturdays from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. Info: 
917-215-1720, e-mail AddietudeDance@
gmail.com or visit www.Addie-tude.com.

Friday, July 10
Entergy Screenings Under the Stars: 

“The Lego Movie.” Westchester County 
Parks presents the first of two family 
movies this summer to be shown under 
the stars. Moviegoers should bring 
blankets, folding chairs and a picnic. 
Refreshments will also be available 
for sale. Kensico Dam Plaza, Valhalla. 
Entertainment begins at 6 p.m. Movie at 
sundown. Free. Info: 914-864-PARK or 
visit www.parks.westchestergov.com.

Friday Night Films: “Waltz with 
Bashir.” This 2008 Israeli animated film 
looks at the 1982 Lebanon War through 
the eyes of a soldier. Winner of a Golden 
Globe, this compelling documentary 
effort by Ari Folman, follows the writer/
director as he tries to recapture blank 
periods in his memories of the war. In 
Hebrew with English subtitles. Post-
screening discussion led by Professor 
Valerie Franco. North Castle Public 
Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

Saturday, July 11
Pleasantville Farmers Market. 

Come experience the largest farmers 
market in Westchester, the one voted 
Best of Westchester 2014 by the readers 
of Westchester Magazine. With over 
55 vendors, seven nearby parking lots 
and creative weekly programming, it’s 
a delicious good time every Saturday. 
This week the market welcomes back 
hammered dulcimer player Paul Mueller. 
Memorial Plaza, Pleasantville. 8:30 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Rain or shine. Info: Visit www.
pleasantvillefarmersmarket.org.

Chappaqua Farmers Market. Brining 
locally-raised and produced food to the 
community in a weekly market, creating 
a connection between shoppers and 
small-scale food producers in the region. 
Featuring about 40 vendors weekly. 
Also includes music, children’s activities 
and a food demonstration. Chappaqua 
train station, Chappaqua. 8:30 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Every Saturday. Info: Visit www.
chappaquafarmersmarket.org.

Mount Kisco Farmers Market. St. 
Mark’s Church, 85 Main St., Mount Kisco. 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Info: Visit https://www.
facebook.com/MtKiscoFarmersMarket.

Blood Drive. Whole blood and red cells 
units will be collected from qualifying 
candidates. Donors from all towns are 
welcome. Emanuel Lutheran Church, 
197 Manville Rd., Pleasantville. 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Walk-ins welcome. Appointments 
requested. Appointments: 800-933-
2566 or visit https://drm.nybloodcenter.
org/PublicScheduler/GroupLanding.
aspx?GroupCode=08737. For questions 
regarding eligibility: 800-688-0900.  

Tai Chi With Larry Attile. Learn 
specific feldenkrais and chi kung 
breathing techniques for deep relaxation 
and apply them to tai chi movement. A 
hands-on class that is geared to the level 
of experience of the class. Please wear 
comfortable clothes and bring a floor mat 
or towel. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 10:30 
a.m. Free. Also July 18 and 25. Info: 914-
273-3887.

Adult Salsa Class. Addie-Tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza (lower level), Pleasantville. 11 a.m. 
to noon. Free. $12. Every Saturday. Also 
Mondays from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Info: 917-
215-1720 or visit www.addie-tude.com.

Teaching Trails: A Community 
Path for Environmental Education. 
Join guided trail experience through 
the woodland forest. Discover who left 
that track, which tree makes the best 
animal home or which plant makes 
its own heat to help melt through the 
late winter ice. Program runs about 30 
minutes. Greenburgh Nature Center, 
99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 11:30 a.m. 
Free. Every Saturday and Sunday (except 
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MIKE DARDANO PHOTO
Westchester’s newest restaurant and banquet facility, The Briarcliff Manor, 
celebrated its grand opening last week with a ribbon cutting led by owner 
Perry DiNapoli of the DiNapoli Restaurant Group and formerly of Antonees of 
Broadway. Located at 25 Studio Hill Rd., the facility, on the former Haymount 
Estate, has been renovated and offers a special Sunday brunch, catering, events, 
dinner parties, cocktails and weddings.

Welcome Back

By Martin Wilbur
Cornelia Callaghan, her husband 

Brendan and two sons are set to welcome 
someone back this week who has quickly 
become a member of their family.

The Callaghans, who live in Briarcliff 
Manor, will be reunited tomorrow 
(Wednesday) for seven days with Jose, 
a nine-year-old Bronx boy who stayed 
with them last summer as part of The 
Fresh Air Fund’s Host Family Program. 
The nonprofit agency has been providing 
summer vacations to children of low-
income New York City families since 
1877.

Callaghan said that the family learned 
of the program through their local Boys 
& Girls Club in Ridgefield, Conn., where 
they lived before moving to the area last 
winter. Several other families that they 
knew in and around Ridgefield had hosted 
children through the program for one to 
two weeks and Callaghan said she and 
her husband were intrigued not only by 
the prospect of helping a child in need but 
acquainting her sons with someone from 
a different socio-economic background.

“You sign up because you want to help a 
child, but it can be a life changing thing for 
your own children, too,” said Callaghan, 
whose sons Kevin and George are 11 and 
13 years old, respectively.

During Jose’s stay last summer he 

learned how to swim at their community 
pool and ride a bicycle, events that nearly 
brought Callaghan to tears. Activities 
that many children may take for granted 
such as taking a family drive was a new 
experience for Jose, she said.

Jose had to overcome some initial 
homesickness the first couple of nights 
last year, but Callaghan had him call 
home to say goodnight to his parents. It 
didn’t take long for the boy to have the 
time of his life.

During his stay he and her sons played 
ball and visited family, including her 

sister-in-law, who had a newborn baby.
“It was like he was a member of our 

family,” Callaghan said.
Judith Brisson, a local volunteer 

coordinator for The Fresh Air Fund, said 
for local families to host a child, they 
need to complete the application process 
and demonstrate a desire to provide a 
youngster with a good time for one to 
two weeks. Families are selected by a 
committee of volunteer coordinators 
and are not reimbursed for any expenses. 
A separate bed is required, but not a 
separate room.

Children who spend time with a host 
family must be between six and 12 years 
old on their initial stay, but if they are 
returning to a family they can be as old as 
18, Brisson said.

Callaghan, whose family is one of 33 in 
Westchester to participate this summer in 
The Fresh Air Fund program, said in their 
smaller house in Ridgefield they didn’t 
have an extra room but had a bunk bed, 
which was special for Jose.

It was also special that Callaghan and 
her family stayed in touch with Jose during 
the winter, wishing him a happy birthday 
and sending him a gift at Christmas.

While both of her children benefitted 
from the experience, Callaghan said 
Jose’s 11-day visit was particularly helpful 
for her younger son, Kevin, who for the 
first time was able to play the role of big 
brother. Both sons looked after him as 
their little brother.

“Not everybody lives like we do in this 
region,” Callaghan said. “Having Jose 
here opened our eyes, especially the small 
things. It also showed George and Kevin 
that not everybody lives like we do in the 
suburbs.”

The Fresh Air Fund is always seeking 
host families. To learn more about 
becoming a host family, call Judith 
Brisson at 914-523-3713 or visit The Fresh 
Air Fund at www.freshair.org.

Briarcliff Family Reaps Benefits of Hosting Fresh Air Fund Child

Last summer Jose, left, stayed with Cornelia Callaghan, her husband Brendan and their sons George, 
in the middle holding his new cousin, and Kevin, as part of  The Fresh Air Fund’s Host Family Program
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July 4) Info: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Pound Fitness Program. A 45-minute 
full-body cardio and stress relief 
jam session, fusing Pilates, cardio, 
plyometrics, isometric movements and 
poses. Using lightly weighted drumsticks 
called Ripstix™ and combining constant 
simulated drumming resulting in 
working the entire body. TADA Theatre 
And Dance Arts, 131 Bedford Rd., 
Katonah. 11:45 a.m. $20. Every Saturday; 
also Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. Info: 
Contact Peggy at 914 960-4097.

“Pirates of the Hudson.” This rollicking 
show fresh from Off-Broadway returns, a 
swashbuckling pirate musical in which 
the audience helps write and perform the 
tale. It begins with a crew of misfit pirates 
flung into the future by a bumbling sea 
witch, with only one chance of returning 
home: performing the greatest pirate epic 
ever seen on stage. But when their script 
is torn asunder, these pirates-turned-
actors are forced to improvise based on 
audience suggestions. Tarrytown Music 
Hall, 13 Main St., Tarrytown. 1, 3 and 
7 p.m. Adults: $24. Children (17 and 
under): $18. Historic Hudson Valley 
members receive a $5 per ticket discount. 
Info and tickets: Visit www.hudsonvalley.
org.

The Dirt on Dirt. Get your hands 
dirty in this interactive program as 
we learn the basics of composting and 
what makes up dirt. Greenburgh Nature 
Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 2 
p.m. Members: Free. Non-members: $8 
per person. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit 
www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.  

Summer Reading Kick Off Adventure 
Party. Wear your favorite super hero 
costume. Fun activities for all ages. 
Ruth Keeler Memorial Library, 276 
Titicus Rd., North Salem. 2 to 3:30 p.m. 
Free. Info: 914-669-5161 or visit www.
ruthkeelermemoriallibrary.org.

Dixie Jazz Band. The band plays the 
original foot-tapping music of the Jazz 
Age, which followed World War I and 
was most popular during the 1920s. 
Chappaqua Public Library, 195 S. Greeley 
Ave., Chappaqua. 3 p.m. Free. Info: 914-
238-4779 or www.chappaqualibrary.org.  

Forever Motown. A non-stop, high 
energy trip down memory lane featuring 
the songs of Marvin Gaye and Tammie 
Terrell, Smokey Robinson and The 
Miracles, Gladys Knight and The Pips, 
The Temptations, The Four Tops, The 
Supremes, Stevie Wonder, Martha Reeves 
and the Vandellas, Lionel Richie, Mary 
Wells and the entire Motown roster of 
stars. Westchester Broadway Theatre, 1 
Broadway Plaza, Elmsford. Dinner at 6:45 
p.m. Show at 8:30 p.m. $90 per person 
(plus tax). Info and tickets: 914-592-2222 
or visit www.BroadwayTheatre.com.

Sunday, July 12
Polish Heritage Festival. Featuring 

Polish food, music, sword fights, crafts 
and vendor booths and music and dance 
performances by students from the 
Polish School in Port Chester. Kensico 
Dam Plaza, Valhalla. 12 to 6 p.m. Free 
admission and parking. Info: 914-864-
PARK or visit www.westchestergov.com.

Family Festival: Gold. A special 
screening of the 1971 classic “Willy 
Wonka and the Chocolate Factory,” plus 
songs, stories and animation with Jukebox 
Radio; a search for treasure in the galleries 
with the chance of winning a gold prize; 
and complementary refreshments. Part 
of the Fairfield Westchester Museum 
Alliance’s “The Seven Deadly Sins” joint 
programming effort. Neuberger Museum 
of Art, 735 Anderson Hill Rd., Purchase. 
1 to 4 p.m. Neuberger Family Circle 
Members: Free. General admission: $10 
per child (18 and under). Adults: Info: 
914-251-6100 or visit www.neuberger.
org.

Secret Summer Cinema With 
Marshall Fine. Secret Summer Cinema 
will offer film screenings for four 
consecutive Sundays that are selectively 
curated by one of New York’s top film 
critics. Followed by a discussion and 
Q&A with the audience. The Picture 
House, 175 Wolfs Lane, Pelham. 5 p.m. 
$60 per person for the four-week series. 
(Tickets to individual screening are not 
available.) Info and tickets: 914-738-3161 
or visit www.thepicturehouse.org.

Monday, July 13
Knitting Group. Hats for our 

servicemen and women overseas and 
other ongoing projects for care centers 
and hospitals. Clinton Street Center, 1A 
Clinton St., Pleasantville. 9:30 to 11:30 
a.m. Free. Every Monday. Info: 914-769-
2021.

Wild Encounters Story Time. Nature 
discovery for youngsters. Enjoy a nature-
themed story and discover the wonders 
of nature while exploring fields, forests 
or landscaped grounds. Dress for outdoor 
activity. Except in extreme weather 
conditions, a portion of each class is 
spent outdoors. For children three to 
five years old; with a parent or caregiver. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 1 to 2 p.m. Members: $9 
per child. Non-member: $12 per child. 
Every Monday. Info: 914-723-3470 or 
visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.  

Librarians and the First Amendment. 
An hour-long seminar with PowerPoint 
and discussion about libraries and how 
they help to preserve our civil liberties. 
Led by Librarian Mary Johnson. Open 
to all who are interested. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. 
East, Armonk. 6:30 p.m. Free. Info: 914-
273-3887.

Zumba Class. Open to all. Drop-ins 
welcome; no membership needed. PFX, 
101 Castleton St., Pleasantville. 6:30 to 
7:30 p.m. $10 a class. Every Monday. Info: 
Contact Amy Olin at olin.amyj@gmail.
com.

Tuesday, July 14
Italian Language and Culture With 

Mara De Matteo. Born and raised in Italy, 
De Matteo combines lively conversation 
with grammatical instruction in her 
classes, creating interactive lessons on 
the richness of Italian culture, past and 
present, through real-life anecdotes, 
literature, personal memoirs, films and 
photography. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd East, Armonk. 6:30 
p.m. Free. Also July 21 and 28. Info: 914-
273-3887.

Wednesday, July 15
Professional Women of Westchester 

Summer Networking Soiree. Includes 
appetizers and cash bar. Men are invited 
to attend. The Rose Room, 222 E. Main 
St., Mount Kisco. 6 to 8 p.m. Professional 
Women of Westchester members: $15 per 
person. Non-members: $20. Registration 
required. Info and registration: Visit www.
professionalwomenofwestchester.com.

“Revisiting Arcadia: Contemporary 
Landscapes” Opening Reception. 
Surrounded by the majestic Hudson 
River and Long Island Sound and dotted 
with forests, foothills and preserves, 
Westchester County has long been valued 
for its picturesque landscapes and has 
served as an inspiration to artists. This 
exhibit offers fresh perspectives by 15 
artists on this ongoing love affair between 
artists and Westchester’s natural settings. 
ArtsWestchester, 31 Mamaroneck Ave., 
White Plains. 6 to 8 p.m. Free. RSVP 
suggested. Exhibit continues through 
Aug. 29. Gallery hours are Tuesday 
through Friday 12 to 5 p.m. and Saturday 
12 to 4 p.m. RSVP: E-mail  LHanley@
artswestchester.org. Info visit: www.artsw.
org/arcadia. 

Art Discussion Series: Summer 
Exhibits at the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art. Examine this summer’s blockbuster 
exhibits at the Met. We will look at Matisse 
cutouts and the watercolors of Maurice 
Prendergast as well as the upcoming 
exhibit of American artist George Caleb 
Bingham and his interpretation of the 
westward expansion of America and the 
river ways in the West and Midwest. Led 
by Professor Valerie Franco. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 6:30 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-
3887 or www.northcastlelibrary.org.

Hadassah Film Festival: “David-The 
Movie.” Co-sponsored by Hadassah 
Westchester. Chappaqua Public Library, 
195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 7 p.m. 
Free. Info: 914-238-4997 or www.

chappaqualibrary.org.
“Much Ado About Nothing.” The White 

Plains Performing Arts Center presents 
William Shakespeare’s best-loved comedy 
in this 90-minute production. Turnure 
Park, Lake Street, White Plains. 7 p.m. 
Free. Also July 16. In the event of rain, the 
production will be moved to the White 
Plains Performing Arts Center, 11 City 
Place, White Plains. Info: 914-328-1600 or 
visit www.wppac.com.

Thursday, July 16
Artist Trading Card Day. Make it, take 

it or trade it with Jen Armbruster. Drop in 
and stay as long as you like. For ages eight 
years old and up. Ruth Keeler Memorial 
Library, 276 Titicus Rd., North Salem. 2 to 
6 p.m. Free. Registration required. Info and 
registration: 914-669-5161.

Author Visit. “Bitter Tea” by Louise 
Gantress will be discussed. Gantress lived 
and worked in Japan for more than four years 
and used her experience as background 
for details of Tokyo life in this novel of 
love, betrayal, hope and disillusionment. 
Chappaqua Public Library, 195 S. Greeley 
Ave., Chappaqua. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-
238-4779 or www.chappaqualibrary.org.

Friday, July 17
Friday Night Films: “The Van.” This 

1996 film, part of the Barrytown trilogy 
by Irish writer Roddy Doyle, looks at the 
exploits of two friends as they seek a money 
maker in the guise of a fish and chip van. Part 
comedy, part social commentary, this film 
is the partner to “The Commitments” and 
“The Snapper.” Post-screening discussion 
led by Professor Valerie Franco. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. 
East, Armonk. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-
3887.

Saturday, July 18
Pleasantville Farmers Market. 

Come experience the largest farmers 
market in Westchester, the one voted 
Best of Westchester 2014 by the readers 
of Westchester Magazine. With over 55 
vendors, seven nearby parking lots and 
creative weekly programming, it’s a delicious 
good time every Saturday. This week there is 
returning guitar virtuoso Doug Munro and 
Greg and Kat Nemec with crafty ideas for the 
kids’ event. Memorial Plaza, Pleasantville. 
8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Rain or shine. Info: Visit 
www.pleasantvillefarmersmarket.org.

New Westchester Symphony. This 
program includes old and new orchestral 
and chamber music favorites by Copland, 
Offenbach, Bizet and the theme to the 
“Pirate of the Caribbean.“ The Furuya 
Sisters will perform the second movement 
of the Brahms Double Concerto for violin 
and cello. Chappaqua Public Library, 
195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 3 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-238-4779 or www.
chappaqualibrary.org.

continued from page 22
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By Jerry Eimbinder
Chef Rossano Giannini, charismatic 

former chef and owner of Lanterna Tuscan 
Bistro in Nyack, is a restaurant consultant, 
providing guidance to individuals looking 
to open a restaurant or operate their 
establishment more efficiently.

A celebrity chef, he has appeared on 
many television cooking shows. He has 
written for Intermezzo, a magazine that 
covers international cuisine, and authored 
cookbooks “Cooking with Olive Oil” and 
“Signature Pasta.”

Giannini founded the Federation of 
Italian Chefs of America in 2000 and served 
as its first president. The organization 
became an affiliate of the International 
Federazione Italiana Cuochi, formed in 
1960 to preserve and promote authentic 
cooking of Italian food worldwide.

He was recognized by the James Beard 
Foundation in 2004 and 2009 for his 
gastronomic achievements and invited to 
cook at the Beard House in New York. City. 
In September 2004, he prepared crab cake 
with Aïoli sauce, pasta with wild boar sauce, 
Filetto di Branzino al Balsamico and fillet of 
sea bass and molten chocolate cake. 

In May 2009, his menu was Cestino di 
Parmigiano (a basket with parimigiano 
cheese, prosciutto, greens, goat cheese and 
Dijon mustard dressing), lamb, lobster, 
Pasta Gargarelli al Ragu di Antra (made 
with duck), striped bass with lobster-
asparagus, Farro risotto, yellow and orange 
peppers and capers, and Torta di Nostalgia 

for dessert. (A chocolate mousse dome with 
a Grand Marnier dark chocolate truffle 
center.) 

During the 14 years he owned Lanterna 
Tuscan Bistro, he was known for conducting 
cooking demonstrations with wit and 
charm. Although his classes weren’t hands-
on cooking sessions, attendees learned to 
prepare dishes they would eat. A single 
long table with seating for 30 people was set 
while Giannini addressed the group from 
its head.

While growing up in Lucca, Italy, his 
leisure time was spent on the soccer field. 
He played midfielder and goalie for his high 
school, and later joined the town team.

When he was 14 and in his first year 
of high school, his best friend’s mother 
secured summer jobs for both boys at the 
restaurant where she worked. One opening 
was at the front of the house and the other at 
the back. His friend chose first and wanted 
to bus tables, so Giannini was assigned to 

the kitchen.
Following high school, he enrolled in 

culinary school to the disappointment of his 
parents who preferred he study engineering. 
The school was the Culinary Institute 
F. Martini, in the town of Montecantini 
Terme. To earn money while attending 
school, he gave up playing soccer and 
became a referee.

Once Giannini graduated from culinary 
school in 1978, he joined Buca San Antonio, 
a prestigious fine dining restaurant in Lucca, 
and worked there for three years. He moved 
on to cook for restaurants in Valle d’Aosta, 
Montecatini Terme and Viareggio.

In 1992, in the spirit of high adventure, 
Giannini accepted an appointment as 
executive chef for a restaurant at the five-star 
Islamabad Marriott Hotel in Pakistan. Two 
years later, he decided to pursue a culinary 
career in New York City, and upon arrival, 
was hired as banquet chef by Trattoria 
Dell’Art. The restaurant, located across from 
Carnegie Hall, was a rising star in New York 
culinary circles. He left after less than a year 
to become executive chef at Masala.

Next, he joined the Sheraton Cairo Hotel 
in Egypt as executive chef for its acclaimed 
international restaurant. He returned 
to America a year later and was rehired 
in his former post by Masala. Executive 
chef positions followed at Torre di Pisa 
in Manhattan and Trattoria Frattoria in 

Ridgewood, N.J.
Amid traveling and cooking, Giannini 

found time for romance and married an 
Irish lass, a nurse named Maureen, in 1999. 
Both are serious admirers of the music of 
Andrea Bocelli. Bocelli’s “The Prayer” was 
played at their wedding, and three years 
later a poem written by Maureen about 
Bocelli won a pair of tickets to a Bocelli 
concert.

In early 2000, a year after their son Patrick 
was born, Giannini and Maureen had lunch 
at a Nyack restaurant. 

“We noticed that a restaurant on South 
Broadway had closed and we learned that 
the space, kitchen equipment, and the tables 
and chairs were available,” he said.

A deal was closed in March 2000 and 
Lanterna Tuscan Bistro opened at 3 S. 
Broadway less than four weeks later. It closed 
in April 2014, one week after celebrating its 
14th anniversary.

Giannini also owned a restaurant in 
Larchmont called Lanterna Tuscan Bistro 
East. While Giannini is noted in the 
restaurant industry, he doesn’t spend all 
of his time in the kitchen; he is also in the 
security services business and continues 
to referee soccer. Maureen is an oncology 
nurse at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer 
Center in Manhattan.

Giannini can be reached at 
rossanogiannini@optonline.net.

Rossano Giannini

Meet the Chef: Rossano Giannini, Restaurant Consultant

Westchester’s Most Delicious Dishes: 
Seared Scallops at La Crémaillère

By Jerry Eimbinder 
There will be great opportunity to 

taste authentic Polish food at the 38th 
annual Polish Heritage Day Celebration, 
scheduled for this Sunday, July 12 at 
Kensico Dam Plaza in Valhalla. 

The festivities will include polka 
music and folk dance, sword fights, 
crafts and vendor booths and 
performances by students from the 
Polish School (Polska Szkola) in Port 
Chester. The festival is from 12 to 6 p.m.

A special display will commemorate 
important events in the life of Pope 
John Paul II, a native of Poland and the 
first non-Italian pope since 1523. John 
Paul II served as pope from 1978 to 
2005.

Polish delicacies will include grilled 
Kielbasa (deli meat), Galomkie (stuffed 
cabbage), Bigos (stew), assorted 
pierogies (dumplings), potato pancakes, 
Chrusciki (a Polish dessert), poppy 
seed strudel and more. Hamburgers, 
hot dogs, soft drinks and Polish beer 
will also be offered.

Food vendors include Snr Europa 
Deli of Monroe, N.Y., Polish Deli of 
Yonkers and the Lithuanian Bakery in 
Elizabeth, N.J.

The sword fighting sequences will 
reenact clashes between Swedish 
forces hired by Germany and the 
outnumbered Polish-Lithuanian 
volunteers and monks who defeated 
the invaders in the Siege of Jasna Gora 
in 1655. 

Admission is free and there is no 
charge for parking. Attendees are 
advised to bring folding chairs. Picnic 
tables are available.

The event is co-sponsored by the 
Westchester County Parks Commission 
and the Westchester Pulaski 
Association. Ron Baker and Lucyna 
Okrutniak, the association’s president 
and vice president, respectively, will 
serve as co-chairs.

For more information, call 914-864-
PARK or visit www.westchestergov.
com.

Savor the Food at 38th Annual 
Polish Heritage Day Celebration

By Jerry Eimbinder
The size of the seared sea scallops on 

the summer menu at La Crémaillère 
Restaurant in Bedford is “U-10.” 

U stands for “under” and indicates 
it would take less than 10 to add up to 
a pound. U-10 scallops are the largest 
available.

The dish, which costs $38, includes 
broccoli purée, sun-dried tomatoes and 
oyster mushrooms with champagne 
sauce. 

Owner Robert Oliver Meyzen is a 
descendant of the French restaurant 
dynasty that once was a major contributor 
to Manhattan’s culinary scene. His father, 
Robert Louis Meyzen, was a co-founder 
of the legendary French restaurant La 
Caravelle, consistently rated four stars 
by The New York Times in the 1960s 
and one of yesteryear’s favorite dining 
establishments for high society members. 

The younger Meyzen purchased La 
Crémaillère from his father in 1993. 

The restaurant occupies a charming 
1750 white clapboard farmhouse formerly 
known as the “Widow Brush House.” It 
has been renovated and expanded many 
times since. Photographs of the house and 
its occupants dating back more than 100 

years appear on several walls.
Lunch is served Thursday through 

Saturday from 12 to 2:30 p.m. Tuesday 
through Saturday dinner is served from 6 
to 9 p.m. On Sunday, the restaurant offers 
a prix-fixe lunch from 1 to 3 p.m. and an à 
la carte menu from 1 to 8 p.m. It is closed 
on Monday.

La Crémaillère Restaurant is located 
at 46 Bedford-Banksville Rd. in Bedford. 
For more information, call 914-234-9647 
or visit www.cremaillere.com.

JERRY EIMBINDER PHOTO
Seared sea scallops is on the summer menu at La 
Crémaillère Restaurant in Bedford.
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EXAMINER MEDIA Classifi eds 070715

ADOPTION
A childless married couple wishes to 
adopt. Loving secure home life. Hands-on 
mom & devoted dad. Large extended fam-
ily. Expenses paid. Felica & Tom. 1-844-
286-1066

AUCTIONS
ONLINE BANKRUPTCY BOAT AUC-
TION! July 11-22 Inspection 7/11- Sa-
ranac Lake, NY from 10-3. 24 Spencer 
Serene, V-8 Merccruiser 350hp, Wooden 
Hull, Custom Built by Spencer Boatworks 
212.375.1222 www.AuctionAdvisors.com

AUTO DONATIONS
Help us help your neighbors! Do you 
have an old or unneeded CAR or TRUCK 
sitting in your driveway or garage? Con-
sider donating it to Yorktown Love in 
Action. We are a non-pro t 501(c)(3) tax 
deductible organization that helps local 
residents in need. Whether the vehicle is 
running or not we will pick it up just Call: 
914-490-3966

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 

bene� ting Make-A-Wish. We o� er free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
bene� ting Make-A-Wish.  We o� er free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

BUSINESS FOR SALE
RESTAURANT FOR SALE: North-
ern Catskill Business District. Cocktail 
Lounge, Bar. Main Street Margaretville 
NY an ALL SEASONS Town. Turnkey, 
available immediately by owner. 845-586-
4884 binnekil@catskill.net

FARMS/ RANCHES FOR SALE
Our Hunters will Pay Top $$$ To hunt 
your land. Call for a Free Base Camp Leas-
ing info packet & Quote. 1-866-309-1507 
www.BaseCampLeasing.com

HELP WANTED
CASHIER/COUNTER HELP. BP Cort-
landt Manor. Store help needed part time. 
Must be at least 21 years of age. Will train. 

Call Yolanda (914) 755-0970

***SECURITY GUARDS NEEDED 
ASAP*** Looking for reliable, mature, 
punctual guards to work in retail stores 
in Somers. F/T-P/T available. Must have 
NYS guard license and able to work week-
ends. D/L and car a plus! CALL US NOW 
718-544-3949.

ATTEND AVIATION COLLEGE Get 
FAA approved Aviation Maintenance 
training. Financial aid for quali� ed stu-
dents. Job placement assistance. Call AIM 
for free information 866-296-7093

Can You Dig It? Heavy Equipment Opera-
tor Career! We O� er Training and Certi-
� cations Running Bulldozers, Backhoes 
and Excavators. Lifetime Job Placement. 
VA Bene� ts Eligible! 1-866-362-6497

IN HOME PET SITTING
Pleasant Paws Inn  LLC  Catering to the 
most discerning dog owners in Westches-
ter.  Our home will be their home. 24/7 
one on one love. Boarding, daycare, walks 

& transportation services available. Book 
a reservation at info@pleasantpawsinn.
com or 914-773-2020 or 914-906-8414. 9 
Hobby St., Pleasantville.

LAND FOR SALE
50 X 150 RESIDENTIAL BUILDING 
LOT IN THORNWOOD. Interested, call 
(914) 769-2982 and leave message.

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

MORTGAGES
Your Homeownership Partner. � e State 
of NY Mortgage Agency o� ers funds 
available for renovation. www.sonyma.
org. 1-800-382-HOME(4663)

SUMMER TUTORING
ALGEBRA, ENGLISH AS WELL AS 
CHEMISTRY, BIOLOGY AND EARTH 
SCIENCE. 14 years of experience. West-
chester Community College employee. 
Your home or mine. (914) 525-8966.

VACATION RENTALS
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of a� ordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open 
daily. Holiday Resort Services. 1-800-
638-2102. Online reservations: www.holi-
dayoc.com

WANTED
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry, 
books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT
914-654-1683 

CASH for Coins! Buying Gold & Silver. 
Also Stamps, Paper Money, Comics, En-
tire Collections, Estates. Travel to your 
home. Call Marc in NY: 1-800-959-3419

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR

To Place a 
Classified Ad 

Call 914-864-0878
or e-mail 

classifieds
@the

examinernews.com
Classified Ad Deadline

 is Thursdays 
at 5pm for 

the next weekʼs 
publication
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Wine lists, in the 
hands of a skilled 
and customer-
focused sommelier, 
can be the epitome 
of the overall 
experience at a 
restaurant. When 
curated with the 
food menu in 
mind, they can be 

the cornerstone of an exceptional dining 
experience at a top restaurant. 

They can also reflect the high prices at 
which many restaurants have priced their 
food menu. At a number of high-end, 
highly acclaimed restaurants, notably 
in New York City, a diner may spend 
considerably more on a bottle of wine 
than on the expensive meal for which it is 
to be paired. 

In my last two columns, 
I’ve focused on the sea 
change in wine lists and 
the underlying influence 
of the newest generation 
of sommeliers. This week 
I’m presenting an example 
of one restaurant’s food 
and wine offerings 
that epitomize the pinnacle of the new 
landscape of top restaurants. 

The menus at New York’s high-end 
restaurants are more expansive, and 

more expensive, than at any time in this 
cosmopolitan city’s history – and wine 
lists are following suit. I’ve previously 
reviewed “The World’s Best Wine Lists of 
2015,” as designated by the highly regarded 
The World of Fine Wine magazine. The 
top-rated restaurant wine list was that 
of Eleven Madison Park in New York 
City. The combination of food, wine and 
service has garnered the restaurant the 
highest accolades from many sources. 

Over the past year it has received a four 
star rating from The New York Times (one 
of only six awarded in New York) and a 
three star rating from the Michelin Guide 
(one of only nine awarded in the United 
States). Additionally, it has been honored 

with the number five 
ranking in the prestigious 
San Pellegrino Top 50 
Restaurants in the World, 
the highest ranking of 
any North American 
restaurant.

The culinary 
experience is not for the 
faint of heart. There is 

no a la carte menu. Rather, each day the 
kitchen decides on the ingredients and 
recipes for each of the dozen (or more) 
courses. Yes, that will take a large bite out 

of a patron’s day – up to four hours from 
start to finish. 

The price of this extravagant meal? 
$225 per person, before tax and gratuity.

And the wines? Befitting the menu. 
Here is an overview of the restaurant’s 
wine list, as culled from an analytical 
review conducted by Grape Collective, 
a web-based group of editors and 
writers seeking out topics for 
wine lovers.

The list is extensive, offering 
more than 3,000 choices. There 
is also an impressive list of 
73 wines by the glass. The 
selections are dominated 
by French wines (90 percent) including 
over 1,100 wines from Burgundy. 
Surprisingly, there is a reasonable focus 
on American wines, unlike a number of 
other high-end restaurants. 

The wine prices are more extravagant 
than the lofty tasting menu price. The 
median price is $595; the average price 
is $752. While there are nearly 400 wines 
priced less than $100, there are more 
than 750 wines priced over $500.   

Patrons dine at Eleven Madison Park 
for many reasons, often to celebrate a 
(very) special occasion. And there are 
special wines for such occasions. For a 

special birthday, one might be interested 
in a 1961 Château Margaux Bordeaux 
($6,150) or a 1971 Domaine Armand 
Rousseau Burgundy ($8,900). For a 
very special birthday, a dessert wine 
might be in order. Why not consider 
the 1929 Château d’Yquem Sauternes 

($11,000). The highest priced 
wine? A 1971 Domaine de la 
Romanée-Conti Monopole 
Burgundy ($13,500).

One of the hidden bargains 
at the restaurant may be 

the corkage fee. For $65, 
a patron may bring a 
favorite wine to suit the 

occasion without incurring 
the significant mark-up of 

the wines on the restaurant’s 
list. 

Whether dining for hedonistic 
pleasure or cultured refinement, a meal 
at Eleven Madison Park will leave a 
lasting impression on a patron’s life – 
and wallet. 

Nick Antonaccio is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years 
he has conducted wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results 
in instinctive behavior. You can reach him 
at nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com 
or on Twitter @sharingwine.

‘not for the faint of heart’

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

The High Cost of a Fine Meal at a Renowned Restaurant 
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Gwen Rauch competes in the pole vault at the 
state qualifying meet.

ExaminerSports
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GREELEY
Spring 2015
A Look Back

Jeremy Wei moves to the net to hit a backhand 
return. 

Dan Factor follows the flight of  the ball in a home 
match vs. Brewster.

Quaker outfielders Alix Zipperman (left) and 
Sammy Russo converge on a fly ball.

The Quakers’ Matt Baum gets ready to fire a shot on goal vs. visiting Westlake.

Above: Davis Kim lines up a forehand during the 
conference tourney.
Below: Mack Lauder runs to third base during a 
Quaker home game.

Jackie Hoffman delivers a pitch to the plate.

Above: Julia Arrese controls the ball during the 
Quakers’ playoff  game at Yorktown.
Below: Emma Lowrey takes the ball to the cage in 
Greeley’s road win vs. Wappingers.

Above: Bobby Garbuio blasts a pitch in a game at 
Dutchess Stadium. 
Below: Greeley infielder Joe Raguso tags out a Fox 
Lane runner at second base.

Jacob Scott celebrates 
after a Quaker goal 
in a victory over 
Westlake.

 HORACE
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BRIARCLIFF
Spring 2015
A Look Back

Shortstop Rachel Julie fires the ball to first base 
for an out.

Danny Millner unleashes a shot on goal against 
Pleasantville.

Natalie Cornacchio competes in the high jump at 
the county championships. 

Jordana Cohen gets set to fire a shot vs. 
Pleasantville in the Mt. Pleasant Cup.

Lexi Grasso tries to get to the cage in a home 
game against Hendrick Hudson.

Caroline Pennacchio won the Division 2 state title 
in the 3000.

Ryan Gallagher runs a distance race at the county 
championships.

Nick Cebel gets a step on the defense in the 
Bears’ victory over Haldane.

The Bears’ Sena Baba hits a backhand return 
during one of  his singles matches.

The Bears’ Mike King tries to complete a double 
play in the playoff  win over North Salem.

Austin Li tracks a lob during 
a midseason home singles 
match.

Rob Contento 
watches the ball 
jump off  his bat in 
a game at Dutchess 
Stadium.

Above: Teresa Marinaccio pitches during a Bears 
home game.
Below: Speedster Sophia Gelard competes in the 
100 at the state qualifying meet.
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The Hurricane Junior Golf Tour (HJGT) is excited 
to announce our next event in the Empire State. The 
HJGT hosts over 190 tournaments per year in 22 
states, making it the largest tour of its kind in the 
nation. The tour offers players between the ages of 11-
18 the opportunity to earn national exposure while 
playing at the most renowned venues in the area. 

The HJGT will be making a stop in Armonk on 
July 27-28 for the New York Summer Classic at the 
beautiful Brynwood Golf & Country Club. This will 

be a Junior Golf Scoreboard (JGS) ranked event. 
HJGT members can play at a cost of $209, while non-
members can play for $254. The online registration 
deadline will be July 15th, if you would like to register 
after the 15th you must call our office. To get more 
information about the HJGT or the event in Armonk, 
check out our website at www.hjgt.org. 

The Hurricane Junior Golf Tour was founded in 
2007 with the intention of providing junior golfers 
the opportunity to play at exceptional courses in 

a fun and competitive environment. Golfers who 
participate on tour will compete in one of the five 
divisions: Boys 15-18,13-14,11-12, Girls 15-18, and 
11-14. Based out of Jacksonville, Fla., the HJGT 
administers events all across the nation, with stops 
in Pennsylvania, Maryland, Connecticut and many 
more. For more information call the Hurricane 
Junior Golf Tour headquarters at 904-379-2697 or 
e-mail info@hjgt.org. 

Junior Golf Tour to Host a Tourney in Armonk
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Mt. Kisco shortstop Achylles Pons-Beltsyk waits for a 
throw at second base vs. host Bedford/Pound Ridge.

Little League Baseball 

Mt. Kisco’s Oliver Fishlin tosses the ball 
back to the infield during last week’s 
game at Bedford Village Town Park.

Mt. Kisco’s James Dachik fires a pitch to 
the plate last Wednesday. Nicholas Pierce delivers a pitch in Mt. Kisco’s 

loss to Bedford/Pound Ridge last week.

Matthew Cambareri of  the Mt. Kisco 
Chiefs awaits a pitch.

Bedford/Pound Ridge batter Charlie 
Lewis swings the bat in the WPBA’s 
9-year-old division last week.

Chris O’Callaghan of  Bedford/Pound 
Ridge is safe at second base as Mt. 
Kisco’s Achylles Pons-Beltsyk chases 
after the ball.

Above: Harry Dow of  
Bedford/Pound Ridge runs 
to second base in his team’s 
15-5 victory.

Right: Nick Dellorso of  
Bedford/Pound Ridge 
pitches in a 15-5 win over 
Mt. Kisco last Wednesday at 
Bedford Village Town Park.

Infielder Colin Witz of  the Bedford/Pound 
Ridge Lightning fires to first base for an 
out vs. Mt. Kisco.
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Playing before a sellout crowd of 5601, 
the largest turnout in the two-decade 
history of the franchise, the Hudson Valley 
Renegades defeated the Brooklyn Cyclones 
4-1 on Friday evening at Dutchess Stadium.

An RBI single by Jose Paez in the bottom 
of the fifth inning brought home Manny 
Sanchez to break a 1-1 tie and help the 
Renegades even their New York-Penn 
League record this season at 7-7. Starting 
pitcher Cameron Varga went the first six 
innings for the ‘Gades to collect his first 
victory. 

The Renegades jumped out to an early 

lead, scoring an unearned run in the first 
inning after walks to Cade Gotta and 
Michael Russell.  The Cyclones, a Mets farm 
team now 9-5, tied the contest in the top of 
the fifth on an RBI single by Vinny Siena. 

But in the bottom of the inning, Hudson 
Valley scored twice to grab the lead for 
good. Sanchez led off with a single, moved 
to second on a wild pitch and scored on 
Paez’ hit. Paez then stole second base and 
advanced to third on a throwing error by 
catcher Jose Garcia.  A sacrifice fly by Oscar 
Sanay scored the Renegades’ third run. 

A double in the sixth by Hector Montes 
brought home Hudson Valley’s final run. 
Brandon Koch pitched two scoreless 
innings for the Renegades before Justin 
McCalvin came on to earn his second save 
with a 1-2-3 ninth inning. 

The Renegades, who split the first two 
games of their three-game road series 
against the Staten Island Yankees Saturday 

and Sunday, return to Dutchess Stadium 
this week for a full slate of games. They host 
Brooklyn again on Wednesday and Friday 
nights at 7:00, then welcome Batavia to 
Fishkill for three straight days — Saturday 
at 7:00, Sunday at 5:00, and Monday at 11 
am.
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SSellout Crowd Sees the ‘Gades                                                                                                                                          
Defeat the Brooklyn Cyclones 

Like
our 

SportS 
photoS? 

to purchase a digital file, email us at 
photos@theexaminernews.com. 

Just include the name of the student athlete  
featured in the picture or pictures you’re  

interested in buying, the tuesday publication 
date in which the image or images appeared 

and the page number or numbers.  
photos are $25 each.

Second baseman Oscar Sanay of  the Renegades 
tries to turn a double play.

Michael Russell races toward third base vs. the 
Brooklyn Cyclones.

Hudson Valley’s Alex Schmidt sends a pitch down 
the line in left field in Friday’s home game. The Renegades’ Angel Moreno hits the ball down 

the left-field line at Dutchess Stadium.

Renegades shortstop Michael Russell and 
Brooklyn baserunner Michael Bernal await the 
umpire’s decision on a pickoff  play at second 
base. Bernal was called out.

Hudson Valley first baseman Hector Montes 
reaches for a wide throw in Friday’s win over 
Brooklyn.

Above: Hector Montes slides into third base, 
where he was tagged out by the Cyclones.

Below: Hudson Valley Renegades players watch 
from the dugout during Friday’s game against 
visiting Brooklyn.

Cameron Varga pitches in the Renegades’ 4-1 win 
on Friday evening.



July 7 - July 13, 2015 The Examiner32


