
By Neal Rentz
The importance of volunteering and 

public service was instilled in Ed Brancati 
from childhood. 

His parents, Ed and Sue, were active at 
their house of worship, the Mount Kisco 
Presbyterian Church, and his father 
worked in the Westchester County Human 
Resources Department for 38 years.

Brancati, who was raised in Bedford 
and North Salem, said he has the same 
philosophy as his mother and father: to 
help improve the lives of others.

Brancati has brought his passion to serve 
others to his new job as Mount Kisco’s 
village manager. Brancati, 39, a former 
Lewisboro supervisor who now lives 
in Somers, started his $125,000-a-year 
position on July 13. He said his goal is to 

provide services to residents as efficiently 
and effectively as possible.

He replaces Jerry Faiella, who served 
as the interim village manager for the 
past year since the previous full-time 
manager, Jim Palmer, left the post to work 
in Bronxville in June 2014.

Mount Kisco Mayor Michael Cindrich 
said he was impressed with Brancati’s 
education and experience. He earned 
a bachelor’s degree in economics and 
political science from the University 
of Richmond and a master’s in public 
administration from NYU, in addition 
to his extensive government experience, 
Cindrich said.

Brancati was elected to the Lewisboro 
Town Board in 2006 to complete the 
unexpired term of a council member who 

By Martin Wilbur
Local and county Republicans 

introduced Thornwood resident Margaret 
Cunzio as their new candidate Monday 
afternoon for the District 3 Board of 
Legislators seat replacing Michael Smith 
who recently withdrew from the race.

Cunzio, 40, a professor at Iona 
College and Western State University 
of Connecticut, unwaveringly pledged 
that she will be County Executive Rob 
Astorino’s ally in the fight against tax 
increases and a federal government that 
she contends is bent on remaking local 
zoning laws in Westchester.

She said the ongoing battles in the 
housing settlement was a key motivation 
for her to get involved.

“He has courageously fought an 

By Martin Wilbur
County Executive Rob Astorino went 

on the offensive against the federal 
government last Friday by slamming 
its assertion that Westchester County 
failed to meet its 2014 obligations for the 
controversial 2009 affordable housing 
settlement.

Holding a press conference outside the 
gate of Bill and Hillary Clinton’s residence 
on Old House Road in Chappaqua, 
Astorino charged that the Department 
of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) and the Department of Justice 
have continually questioned the county’s 
commitment to the settlement despite 
having complied with all milestones that 
had been established nearly six years ago.

Astorino also lambasted the government 
for its continued allegations that 
Westchester is guilty of perpetuating 
housing discrimination.

“I’m here to strongly refute that charge 
and warn that the federal government’s 
assault on Westchester is just the opening 
salvo, and it’s coming to a neighborhood 
near you wherever you live in this 
country,” Astorino said. “What’s at stake is 
who controls the future of our towns, our 
villages and our cities across the nation 
– the people who actually live in them 
or unelected bureaucrats working out of 
cubicles in Washington, D.C.?”

At the close of his comments, the 
county executive rang the Clintons’ buzzer 
on their property’s security system in 
hopes of speaking to Hillary Clinton, the 
Democratic presidential hopeful, and 
asking her where she stood on the issue. 
Security detail took his phone number and 
said the former U.S. senator and secretary 
of state would call Astorino.

“Does she think she lives in a 
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Margaret Cunzio of Thornwood, surrounded by 
Republican supporters, announced her candidacy 
Monday afternoon for the District 3 seat on the 
County Board of Legislators.

Everyone had to wait a month but the Pleasantville Swim Team got to host its fourth annual 
duck race Sunday at the Pleasantville Pool. Postponed from June 21, the event raised money 
for the team. For more photos, see page 13.
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discriminatory town? I don’t,” he said. 
“Does she think the Obama administration 
is being unfair in attacking her own 
community? I do. But we need to know 
where Hillary Clinton stands on this issue 
and she needs to speak up today.”

Astorino’s comments came three 
days after Assistant U.S. Attorney David 
Kennedy filed documents in federal court 
in White Plains asking the court to impose 
various penalties against the county for 
being in contempt of the settlement. 
Kennedy asked that Westchester establish 
an escrow fund of more than $1.65 million 
and pay fines of $30,000 for January and 
$60,000 a month for each additional 
month until the county is in compliance. 
It has until the end of the year to comply.

The government’s court action centers 
around the 28-unit Chappaqua Station 
affordable housing project proposed for 
Hunts Lane based on a report issued in 
May by federal monitor James Johnson. 

Calling the county’s alleged violation 
“serious and unmistakable,” the court 
papers state that credit toward the count’s 
funding approval for the 28 units late last 
year should not have counted toward 
Westchester’s Dec. 31, 2014, benchmark 
because state Board of Review fire code 
variances as well as building permits had 
not been issued.

Under the housing settlement, 

Westchester needed to have funding 
approved for 450 units by the end of 
last year. The money that the Board of 
Legislators overwhelmingly approved for 
the project gave the county 454 units. 

The county is required to build 750 new 
units of affordable housing by the end of 
next year.

The 38-page filing also stated that 
the county failed to do its part to quell 
community opposition in New Castle 
against the project, which has contributed 
to its delay. The previous town board 
approved the project pending all other 
agency approvals.

In addition to the monetary fines, 
the government is asking the court to 
force Westchester County to post a 
letter on its own website stating support 
for Chappaqua Station, have that letter 
published in a future Sunday edition of 
The Journal News and keep tabs on New 
Castle with monthly letters to monitor 
the project’s progress.

New Castle Supervisor Robert 
Greenstein, who campaigned against 
Chappaqua Station in 2013, said Friday 
that developer Conifer Realty paid its 
building inspection fees and awaits a 
decision to receive its building permit. 
Because of the extensive approvals needed 
besides the town, the project has taken a 
long time, he said.

“We have done nothing to impede 

this project,” Greenstein said. “I don’t 
understand what else they want us to do.”

Astorino said the county had checked 
with Johnson last December regarding 
Chappaqua Station because it needed 
approvals from the state Board of Review 
and easements from the MTA because of 
its close proximity to the Metro-North 
railroad. The county’s vote last year 
demonstrates its support for Chappaqua 
Station, but Astorino said it is not going 
to limit citizens’ First Amendment rights 
if they oppose the project.

Board of Legislators Chairman Michael 
Kaplowitz (D-Somers) said the process 
the county followed for the funding 

approval was no different than for the 
other affordable housing projects.

He said the federal government is off 
base for now making Chappaqua Station 
an issue nearly eight months after the 
vote, but he also criticized Astorino 
for unnecessarily antagonizing the 
federal government by failing to have 
an acceptable Analysis of Impediments 
approved and by not ensuring that the 31 
mostly white municipalities named in the 
settlement passed a model ordinance.

“This has everything to do with the 
county executive and the County of 
Westchester and the federal government 
complying with both the spirit and the 
law of the 2009 settlement, and I’m urging 
and hoping that all parties once again 
sit down at the table to come up with 
some solutions in a negotiated fashion,” 
Kaplowitz said. “This endless litigation 
and fighting in the court of public 
opinion, and then it ultimately winds 
up in the court of law, does nothing but 
waste time, money, resources and sap our 
energy.”

Astorino vowed to fight the issue in 
court to protect the county.

“We’re doing what we’re supposed to 
be doing, but threats, litigation -- that’s 
not going to help the process,” Astorino 
said. “That’s going to stop the process and 
make it harder for us to build affordable 
housing.”

Astorino Blasts Feds on Housing Settlement Charge
continued from page 1

County Executive Rob Astorino leaves his phone 
number with security at Hillary Clinton’s house 
in hopes of  asking her where the Democratic 
presidential candidate stands on the affordable 
housing fight.
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By Martin Wilbur
The Chappaqua Crossing developers 

formally submitted their proposal last 
week to the Town of New Castle that 
would create up to 32 units of affordable 
housing in the former Reader’s Digest 
cupola building.

Summit Greenfield Partners filed a 
petition to amend the Office District 
zone last Wednesday to help pave the 
way for the residential units to be built 
on the third and fourth floors of the 
property’s signature structure. 

Plans originally called for 20 
affordable units to be constructed in 
the area of the campus referred to as the 
East Village, the residential portion of 
the project, along with 91 market-rate 
residences. As part of the change, all of 
the market-rate units are now proposed 
to be fee simple.

“We believe this is a unique 
opportunity to create high-quality 
affordable housing in a distinctive 
setting,” Felix Charney, president of 
Summit Development, a Summit/
Greenfield partner, said in a statement. 
“We are very pleased to be able to 
adaptively re-use office space in this 
classic building while providing much- 
needed affordable housing.”

Summit/Greenfield floated the 
idea to relocate the affordable units 
in May to help maximize use of the 

cupola building. Representatives for 
the developer had previously indicated 
that the building’s top floors had been 
unattractive to potential office tenants. 
They also said it would more effectively 
integrate the residential and retail uses 
at the site.

If built, the units would count 
toward the 750 new affordable housing 
residences that need to be created 
under Westchester County’s settlement 
with the federal government. In May, 
Summit/Greenfield representatives said 
they hoped to have the units built by the 
end of next year.

Similar to comments he made in 
the spring, town Supervisor Robert 
Greenstein was once again enthusiastic 
about affordable housing proposal in 
the cupola building. 

“I believe that Summit/Greenfield’s 
proposal offers the opportunity to 
create affordable housing choices in 
our town that we all can be proud of,” 
Greenstein said. “I am also pleased that 
the remaining residential units which 
the town approved in 2012 will now be 
taxed as fee simple townhouses, rather 
than as condominiums.”

The developer’s petition came 
during a week where it returned to the 
planning board for the beginning of site 
plan review for the 120,000 square feet 
of retail space. It also coincided with 

the federal government’s court action 
against the county where it alleged 
that Westchester has violated the 2009 
settlement agreement. The controversy 
surrounding the Conifer Realty project 
on Hunts Lane was at the center of the 
federal government’s complaint.

At last Tuesday night’s New Castle 
Planning Board meeting, attorney 
John Marwell, representing Summit/
Greenfield, said that the county is very 
supportive of the proposal to place 
affordable units in the cupola building.

“I think the thought is that these 
units, if they are ultimately approved 
and the zoning is amended and so on, 
will be model affordable units, not 

only countywide and townwide, but 
statewide as well,” Marwell said.

Retail Review
During the informal hearing on the 

120,000-square-foot retail proposal, 
the most significant change discussed 
was Summit/Greenfield’s request to 
build a two-level structure to house 
a 40,000-square-foot gym. When a 
portion of the property was rezoned for 
retail last December, the developer was 
required to have at least 25,000 square 
feet of space for fitness purposes.

Project planner Andrew Tung said an 
attractive fitness provider was enticed to 
Chappaqua Crossing, but the company 
requested more of a specialty building, 
similar to Whole Foods.

The change concerned planning 
board member Thomas Curley, who 
said that if the operation were to fail, 
the campus would be left with a difficult 
space to fill.

“We’re going to be the long-term 
owners, so to speak, of the buildings 
here,” Curley said. “It’s going to be part 
of one of our retail centers. We’re going 
to inherit its success and tis failures.”

The remainder of the retail space 
will consist of about 10 smaller stores. 
So far, a 2,000-square-foot Starbucks 
and a 3,200-square-foot Chase Bank 
have given commitments to Summit/
Greenfield.

The recognizable cupola building at Chappaqua 
Crossing where up to 32 units of  affordable 
housing has been proposed.

Affordable Request Submitted for Chap Crossing Cupola Building
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resigned. The following year he was elected 
town supervisor for one term.

A proponent of shared services, during 
his time as supervisor Brancati worked 
with several neighboring municipalities, 
including Mount Kisco, to jointly hire a 
firm that audited cable television franchise 
fees paid to several local governments. The 
audit resulted in thousands of dollars being 
paid to the municipalities.

Brancati began his government work 
as a staff assistant for Vice President Al 
Gore during Gore’s final two years in 
Washington. He had the responsibility 
of organizing Gore’s constituent mail, 
including alerting the appropriate agencies 

when the office received suspicious letters 
and packages.

“Being in Washington was a great 
experience,” Brancati said. 

He then worked for five-and-a-half 
years in the White Plains district office 
of Rep. Nita Lowey after returning from 
Washington. 

“You’re dealing with a lot of the same 
issues,” Brancati commented about 
working for the federal government as well 
as local municipalities.  

He also has experience in the private 
sector. Brancati was a consultant for 
Super Media in Purchase in 2011 and 
2012, working on marketing projects for 
businesses.

He returned to government work in 
January 2013, serving in Rep. Sean Patrick 
Maloney’s district office in Fishkill. His key 
responsibilities were constituent services 
and working with municipal officials to 
pursue federal money for various services 
and projects.

Along with attending church in Mount 
Kisco, Brancati said he has other fond 
childhood memories of the village, such as 
visiting Leonard Park and going shopping 
for clothes.

Brancati becomes the first full-time 
Mount Kisco village manager who is not 
a resident of the municipality. The village 
board decided to review its residency 
requirement to create a larger pool of 

qualified candidates for the job. 
At the last village board meeting on 

July 13, officials voted to eliminate the 
residency requirement within 90 days. The 
wording of the amended residency law will 
be finalized in August, Cindrich said.

“While the residency law is under 
review, we had an absolute right to hire Mr. 
Brancati under the current law,” he said.

During the hearing, which was closed 
earlier this month, no speaker opposed the 
revision.

Despite the pending change, Brancati 
said he is open to moving with his family 
to Mount Kisco.

“We’ve been looking,” he said. 

Ex-Lewisboro Super Takes Over as Mount Kisco Village Manager
continued from page 1
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By Neal Rentz
Former Mount Pleasant Police Chief 

Brian Fanelli pleaded guilty Monday 
to possession of child pornography in 
federal court in White Plains.

Fanelli entered his plea to one count of 
possession of child pornography in front 
of District Court Judge Kenneth Karas. 
He could face up to four years and three 
months in jail and a fine of up to $250,000. 

Sentencing for the 56-year-old 
Mahopac resident was scheduled for Nov. 
12.

Fanelli was appointed town police chief 
a little more than two months before 
his January 2014 arrest. He was accused 
of downloading more than 120 files 
containing images and videos of what 
authorities said was child pornography.

In the 10-page complaint from the U.S. 

Attorney’s office, Fanelli used a peer-
to-peer (P2P) filing sharing system for 
about three months starting in October 
2013 and distributed the images and 
videos to other network users through his 
computer’s shared folder.

Department of Homeland Security 
agents using investigative software in an 
undercover capacity detected that the P2P 
network had downloaded from Fanelli’s 
computer the files believed to contain 
child pornography.

The complaint stated that Fanelli 
voluntarily told law enforcement 

authorities that for more than a year he 
had taught sexual abuse awareness classes 
to elementary and middle school students 
and began viewing child pornography as 
research for his classes. However, shortly 
afterwards he began viewing the images 
and videos for personal interest.

Fanelli had been a Mount Pleasant 
police officers since 1981. He took over 
from former chief Louis Alagno who 
retired in 2013. Fanelli grew up in Mount 
Pleasant and is a Valhalla High School 
graduate.

Former Mt. Pleasant Police Chief Pleads Guilty to Child Pornography
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By Martin Wilbur
The Westchester County Historical 

Society has recommended that the 
Elijah Miller House be moved to another 
county-owned site in North White Plains 
in hopes of saving and restoring the 18th 
century landmark.

The recommendation, outlined 
in a July 16 letter to Deputy County 
Executive Kevin Plunkett, suggested 
that the county relocate the structure to 
nearby Miller Hill Park.

Historical Society Executive Director 
Katie Hite said moving the house 
to Miller Hill makes the most sense 
because it would be part of the original 
owner’s farm and it takes it away from a 
problematic site. County officials have 
opposed spending significant money 
to rehabilitate the Miller House at its 
current location because of its proximity 
to a cement factory, she said.

Five years ago the county authorized 
$1.2 million for repairs and relocation 
but the money was never spent. At that 
time Kensico Dam Plaza was under 
strong consideration to be the new site 
of the house.

Hite said if it were to remain on 
Virginia Road there would be little 
chance in attracting visitors because of 
the noise and dust emitted by the factory 
and a lack of parking at the cramped site.

“You can’t have a conversation in the 
living room when the cement factory is 
open,” said Hite, who believed the price 
tag might be higher today.

She added that other historical houses 
have been successfully moved and have 
regained their landmark status, such 
as the Jacob Purdy House in White 
Plains. Similar to the Miller House, 
the Purdy House was also used by 
George Washington and possibly as a 
headquarters during the Battle of White 
Plains in 1776.

Because of the type of construction, 
the house can be taken down and put 
back together like a jigsaw puzzle, Hite 
said.

Finding a solution to fix the house has 
mushroomed into a major controversy 
between the Town of North Castle and 
county officials with political overtones.

Members of the North Castle Historical 
Society and town’s Elijah Miller House 
Committee have urged that the house 
remain where it was built 277 years ago.

Sharon Tomback, North Castle’s 
co-town historian, said that a 2008 
professional consulting firm hired by the 
county, advised that if any move was to 
occur structural repairs would first be 
required.

“These past seven years the county 
has allowed the building to continue 

to rot without those structural repairs,” 
Tomback said. “They actually went so far 
as to put a series of tarpaulins over the 
roof.”

Tomback said Miller Hill Park is the 
county’s only Revolutionary War battle 
site that remains in its natural setting. 
Similarly, Miller House has not been 
moved and is still in its original setting 
and should not be disturbed.

But County Legislator Michael Smith, 
who has clashed with the town over the 
issue, said leaving the house where it is 
makes no sense. He backed the previous 
town administration’s proposal to move 
it to Fountain Park but that idea was 
thwarted when the town board changed 
at the start of 2014.

 “The Westchester County Historical 
Society’s proposed solution affirms the 
county’s longstanding position that the 
Miller House needs to be moved in order 
for it to be enjoyed by future generations,” 
Smith said. “County Executive Rob 
Astorino and I, as well as many others, 
agree that spending significant taxpayer 
dollars to keep the house at its current 
location is blatantly irresponsible.”

Supervisor Michael Schiliro said last 
week he learned of the latest proposal 
through a press release from Smith’s 
office. 

“If there’s a solution, great,” Schiliro 
said.

Hite said that the county historical 
society’s proposal there would be access 
to the public at certain times of the 
year. Part of the recommendation also 
included having a county employee living 
at the house, which would discourage 
vandalism.

Longtime North White Plains Nancy 
Battistelli said she supported a move 
to Kensico Dam Plaza and has mixed 
feelings about a move to Miller Hill. 
While that would save the house, it also 
isn’t conducive to attracting visitors. 

Battistelli said could support Miller 
hill as a new site if the residents in that 
neighborhood didn’t object.

County Historical Society Recommends Miller House Relocation

The Miller House in White Plains as it stands today 
being protected by a blue tarp.
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By Sarah Bonanno
The Mount Pleasant Planning Board 

unexpectedly announced last Monday 
night that the public hearing for former 
state Supreme Court justice Francis 
Nicolai’s controversial application to 
build a house in a town wetlands buffer 
had been adjourned.

Steve Basini of Petruccelli 
Engineering, who is representing 
the applicant, said the hearing was 
postponed because his client must 
obtain a variance from the zoning board 

of appeals to allow him to construct 
the house in the buffer without the 
required setback. Once Nicolai obtains 
the variance, the hearing may resume 
before the planning board on his 
application. No timeline was given 
for when the matter may return to the 
planning board.

A group of neighboring residents 
who have opposed Nicolai’s efforts to 
develop the 1.43 acres at Leroy Street 
and Chestnut Terrace arrived at the July 
20 planning board meeting before the 

adjournment announcement. 
“A large part of the community rallied. 

We have 10 people here,” resident 
Carmel Promisel said after the public 
hearing was unexpectedly adjourned. 
“We didn’t expect [the adjournment]. 
We were surprised and we’re wondering 
what the next steps are.”

In the latest application, Nicolai 
reduced his proposal from a multi-lot 
project to a single-family house. The 
house would sit closer to the road on 
the wetlands buffer to preserve the 
existing 288 square feet of wetlands on 
the property. 

In addition to moving the house out 
of the wetlands, the application includes 
proposals to replace invasive species 
with native wetland species.

Nicolai purchased the property in 
1979, but it was not mapped as wetlands 
until March 1980, according to town 
records. At that point the property 
fell under regulations passed in 1976 
intended to preserve wetland areas.  

Over the past three decades, Nicolai 
has submitted several applications to 
the town to develop his land. Since his 
first application in 1984, neighboring 
residents have fought to protect the 
wetlands from development, citing 
environmental concerns. 

Despite efforts to mitigate 
environmental impact, neighbors 

continue to oppose the application by 
raising concerns to the planning board. 

Residents charged that Nicolai has 
failed to maintain his property in 
accordance with town code, claiming 
that the wetlands have been used as 
a dumping ground in the past and 
includes debris left by previous owners. 
The neighbors want the planning board 
to defer any discussion of developing 
the land until Nicolai cleans up the 
property. 

Residents also cited two flaws in 
the building plan: a pipe that would 
flow through a retaining wall and 
deposit storm water and runoff into the 
wetlands, and the proposal to build in 
the buffer. The buffer filters sediment 
and protects the wetlands. 

Basini, who was unaware of the pipe, 
did not comment on the environmental 
issues raised by the neighbors. He said 
various experts have already addressed 
their issues. 

The neighbors, however, plan to 
continue fighting Nicolai’s application. 
They have encouraged him to donate 
the land to the county’s Graham Hills 
Park in order to receive a tax break.

“These are clearly wetlands that have 
purpose and we want them to remain 
wetlands and not be disturbed at all,” 
resident Joan Scire said. “That’s our 
stand.” 

Ex-Judge Must Obtain Mt. Pleasant Variance to Build in Buffer

Mount Kisco Planners Approve 
Holiday Inn Renovations

The Mount Kisco Planning Board 
unanimously approved amended 
site plan approval for the 119-room 
Holiday Inn’s renovation project.

The plan includes remodeling 
guest rooms, expanding the outdoor 
dining area with the addition of 
11 outdoor tables, reconstructing 
the swimming pool terrace and 
improving handicapped access to 
the hotel.

Richard Williams Jr., a project 

engineer employed by Holiday Inn, 
said the company is still working 
on the outdoor lighting plan, which 
will include replacing light poles. 
Williams said the lighting plan will 
also include the installation of LED 
bulbs. 

A lighting plan is one of the 
conditions of approval. The 
dimensions of the current light poles 
do not conform to village code. 

--Neal Rentz

Childhood...Where the Future Begins.

Childhood...Where the Future Begins.

Saw Mill Preschool is the only program that 
includes tennis lessons, swim lessons, Zumba, yoga, 
Sign Language and organic gardening as part of an 

overall social and academic curriculum.
Nobody bundles together a larger range of 

activities for your child.

Preschool Registration has begun
for the school year 2014–2015!

 For ages two–four

For more information and a tour 
please contact Nicole Weiss at 

914-733-4038 or 
nweiss@sawmil lclub.com.

2015 - 2016!
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By Neal Rentz
A political oddity will take place this 

year in Mount Pleasant.
For the first time in 20 years, a Democrat 

is running for a seat on the town board. 
Earlier this month Pleasantville 

resident Wayne McPartland entered the 
race against Mark Rubeo and Nicholas 
DiPaolo, two incumbent Republicans. No 
Democrat is running against incumbent 
Supervisor Carl Fulgenzi.

McPartland said voters should have 
candidates from both major parties on 
the November ballot. 

“I just want to give people a choice,” he 
said. “That’s the key word – choice. We 
haven’t had a choice in 20 years.”

McPartland, 64, retired about two years 
ago after working for the New York City 
Fire Department for 32 years. He last 
served as a fire battalion chief. Before 
becoming a firefighter, McPartland was 
a New York City police officer. He said 
he wanted to continue his public service 
career as a town councilman.

McPartland may be recognizable to 
some because he hosts the PCTV program 
“Two Steps to the Left,” a discussion of 
local, national and international political 
issues. The title of the show, which features 
guests with various points of view, refers 
to his progressive political viewpoints, 
said McPartland, a 14-year Westchester 
residents who moved to Pleasantville a 
decade ago. He is still working on his 

political platform.
While gathering signatures for his 

nominating petition, McPartland said he 

spoke with numerous residents who said 
they want change in local government. 

“A lot of people don’t like how town 
government is run,” he said. 

His decades of experience in the 
fire department is helpful to one issue 
he is concerned about: the state of the 
Thornwood Metro-North station. A 
lack of sidewalks at the station creates a 
safety hazard for pedestrians while foliage 
growth has obscured the only fire hydrant 
at the station.

If elected, McPartland said he wanted 
to meet with department heads to learn 
about the operations of town government. 
He also is able to work with people of all 
political backgrounds. 

While it’s been two decades since a 
Democrat has run for town board, much 
less win, town Republicans aren’t taking 

any chances. McPartland’s petitions to get 
on the general election ballot are being 
challenged by the Republican Committee 
because party officials contend that not all 
the residents who signed included their 
zip code. The petitions are being reviewed 
by the Westchester County Board of 
Elections. 

McPartland said 452 valid signatures 
were needed to gain entry on the ballot; 
he secured 502 signatures.

McPartland criticized Rubeo for having 
his law firm represent town resident Amy 
Nichols, who lodged the challenge. His 
firm should not represent the resident 
because Rubeo is one of his opponents, 
McPartland said.

Fulgenzi said last week he wasn’t 
familiar with McPartland and, therefore, 
couldn’t comment on his candidacy. 

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
Democrat Wayne McPartland has entered the 
race for a council seat on the Mount Pleasant 
Town Board.

Democrat Hopes to End GOP Stranglehold on Mt. Pleasant Town Board
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Mt. Pleasant to Seek Longer Terms for Clerk, H’way Super
By Sarah Bonanno

The Mount Pleasant Town Board 
voted unanimously last week to send an 
application to the Westchester County 
Board of Elections to extend the term 
length for town clerk and highway 
superintendent from two years to four 
years. 

The request must be submitted to the 
Board of Elections before Sept. 28, 2015, 
according to state election law. Pending 
the application’s approval by the Board of 

Elections, voters will be presented with a 
proposition on this year’s general election 
ballot to approve the change. 

Currently, the positions of town clerk 
and highway superintendent are two-
year terms under Article III, Section 24 of 
state law. However, the term of office of 
an elected town official may be extended 
to four years if it received voter approval.

If passed, the term change will be 
implemented following the next biennial 
town election in 2017.

Town officials said the main reason for 
the change is to have Mount Pleasant in 
line with most towns in New York State, 
which have four-year terms for town clerk 
and highway superintendent. 

Supervisor Carl Fulgenzi said he doesn’t 
foresee that have longer terms for the two 
positions would cause any substantive 
changes. He does, however, believe a 
switch could allow for more people to 
seek the positions because candidates 
wouldn’t have to run as often.
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can let one rest, lay fallow.”
Connecticut-based Environmental 

Human Health, Inc. (EHHI), a nonprofit 
comprised of 10 physicians and public 
health officials, is one of the leading 
opponents of artificial turf and released a 
report on potential health risks of crumb 
rubber in 2007. Its president, Nancy 
Alderman, maintains that grass is the 
safest playing surface for student-athletes.  

“If they would just spend a quarter of 
the money that the more than $1 million 
synthetic turf field costs on a really first-
rate grass field, they would have a good 
field and a safe field,” said Alderman.

McGaffey said while the board will 
consider the health impact of all materials, 
it also needs to look at injury rates, which 
he noted have been greatly reduced since 
the school switched from grass to crumb 
rubber turf more than a decade ago. 

Even if it was feasible to use natural grass 
fields, Fox-Alter said it would be too costly. 
Another staff member would be needed to 
manage buildings and grounds, and the 
district would have to install an irrigation 
system and purchase sod, because grass 
seeds wouldn’t have time to set with the 
amount of activity.  

There is, however, no definitive 
scientific link between crumb rubber and 
cancer as of yet, and artificial turf fields 
are considered safe to use by a variety of 

government agencies. 
Finkelstein and parent Linda Kluge 

noted that crumb rubber particles stick 
to everything, from clothing to balls used 
on the field. The biggest concern PACT 
members have, however, is that when 
children are running or diving on the 
fields, particles are kicked up and can be 
ingested into the mouth and lungs. 

Fox-Alter said that since the artificial 
turf fields were initially installed 12 years 
ago, she hasn’t heard any complaints about 
the particles. The only comments she has 
received recently are from people who 
want to see the aging fields replaced. 

Galvez said the long-term health and 
environmental impacts of crumb rubber 
turf must be assessed before doctors can 
definitively determine if it is unsafe for 
use by children. She noted that natural 
grass is always worth considering, but it 
is premature to conclude that artificial 
surfaces are a health risk without more 
research.  

“Access to sports fields is very important 
for people of all ages. We want to encourage 
people to get out and be active and we also 
want them to be in healthy environments,” 
Galvez said. 

If crumb rubber turf is utilized, Galvez 
said hand-washing stations should be 
provided and shoes worn on the field 
should be removed before going indoors. 
She said as of now, the main concern 

doctors have with artificial turf is heat, 
where temperatures on the surface can rise 
to more than 120 degrees. Galvez said she 
has known children to have been scalded 
running onto the field barefoot. 

Fox-Alter said the district is currently 
awaiting approval from the state Education 
Department to begin the bidding process. 
Officials are in the stage of gathering 
information on the various types of fills 
that can be used for the artificial turf. She 
noted that in April, a month before the 
vote, the board presented the proposed 
project to the public. Several different 
choices for fill, including crumb rubber 
and natural options, were discussed. 

“People are jumping to a conclusion 

that that means they’re going to pick 
[crumb rubber] and nothing can be more 
inaccurate than that statement,” Fox-Alter 
said. 

She explained that all fill options are still 
on the table and the project was always 
slated to use some type of artificial turf. 
District officials held several community 
forums last year and published a brochure 
explaining the scope of the project to 
residents before the vote, noting that the 
new fields would be synthetic and that 
grass was not being considered. 

The Board of Education will hold a 
facilities meeting Jan. 27, where the project 
will be discussed. 

P’ville Parents Group Claims Artificial Turf Isn’t Safe
continued from page 1
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The Pleasantville High School athletic field and the district’s other two schools are slated to receive an 
artificial surface that a group of  parents have contended may be harmful to students’ health.
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By Martin Wilbur
North Castle officials are evaluating 

several options that would improve the 
town’s deteriorated roads at an accelerated 
pace.

Last week, the town board reviewed 
three different scenarios presented 
to them by Town Administrator Joan 
Goldberg and Budget and Finance 
Committee member Alex Greene that 
would markedly improve the score used 
to grade the roads in four, seven or 10 
years.

“Obviously, we want to bring the 
condition of our roads up,” said 
Supervisor Michael Schiliro. “Everybody 
who drives our roads know they do need 
improvement.”

Under preliminary plans drawn up 
with VHB, a White Plains planning and 
engineering firm, officials could elect to 
spend $3.75 million a year for four years, 
$2.8 million annually for seven years or 
$2.45 million a year for 10 years to raise 
the Pavement Condition Index (PCI) 
from its current 69 to 80, Goldberg said. A 

score in the low to mid 70s is considered 
average.

North Castle has about 93 miles of road 
and has been doing work for the past 
four years that has improved the town’s 
score from a 65 PCI, Goldberg said. There 
is also work that is ongoing with more 
scheduled for next year at Windmill Farm 
in the wake of that community’s water 
main replacement project. As a result, 
there is now about 62 miles of roadwork 
that needs to be completed, she said.

However, Greene said that while the 
yearly cost estimates from VHB are for 
road repair and restoration that does 
not include annual maintenance, which 
must also be factored to maintain the 
roads at the 80 PCI. The full cost of the 
10-year program under each scenario 
is $21.6 million for the four-year plan, 
$23.5 million over seven years and $24.5 
million for the 10-year option.

“It takes you less money over the 10-
year program to get to 80 faster,” Greene 
said. “You just have to take on debt sooner 
in order to do it.”

Goldberg added that past experience 
has shown that VHB’s cost estimates 
are between 30 and 50 percent higher 
over actual costs. She said that the town 
could safely reduce their estimates for the 
initial repairs by 20 to 25 percent. Also, 
some roads require drainage work, which 
escalates expenses.

Schiliro said the most aggressive plan 
would likely be the most preferable 
– provided the town can handle the 
increased financial obligation.

“To me, I would look at the most 
aggressive plan until we determine why 
we can’t do it,” he said. 

Goldberg said the town has been 
budgeting about $1.1 annually for road 
repairs. More recently, officials have been 
authorizing an extra $1 million a year. The 
town board must still decide whether to 
spend the additional $1 million in 2015. 
Schiliro said that can be determined at 
the board’s Aug. 5 meeting. 

That money could cover about 2.6 miles 
of roads that are in the worst condition, 
said town Highway General Foreman 
Jamie Norris. By that time, Goldberg 
said it can be evaluated what additional 
roads can be completed this year with the 
additional funds.

“We have a general sense of the roads,” 
she said. “There was a specific schedule 
that we are thinking of doing but we’re 
not sure an extra million dollars is going 
to cover that.”

North Castle has been struggling to 
maintain its roads since the area has 
been pounded with frequent poor winter 
weather in recent years along with having 
reduced expenses during the height of the 
recession.
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A Healthy Treat
Northern Westchester Hospital’s 
registered dietitian, Elisa Bremner, 
will be upstairs at DeCiccos 
Family Market in Armonk this 
Wednesday, July 29 from 2 to 
3 p.m. and 5 to 6 p.m. to show 
children how much fun it is to eat 
(and drink) the rainbow. Brenner 
will be blending a simple fruit and 
vegetable smoothie for all to try, 
demonstrate the incredible variety 
of produce available and answer 
questions about colorful fruits and 
vegetables. 

North Castle Weighs Accelerated Road Repair Schedule
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By Neal Rentz
Four months after the worst accident 

in Metro-North history, state Sen. 
Terrence Murphy (R-Yorktown) and 
various local elected officials endorsed 
state legislation Monday that would give 
municipalities the option to install video 
cameras at railroad crossings.

The measure, which was unanimously 
approved by the state Senate during its last 
session, would allow local governments 
to install cameras to record drivers who 
illegal cross the tracks. Tickets would be 
mailed to violators. 

“Considering how many people either 
utilize Metro-North, or drive over the 
grade crossings, we must do everything 
we can to ensure our residents are safe,” 
Murphy said while accompanied by area 
municipal leaders in Katonah. “A good 
first step in that direction would be 
allowing municipalities to install traffic 
cameras at these intersections.”

On Feb. 3, an SUV was struck by a 
northbound Harlem line train at the 
Commerce Street grade crossing in 
Valhalla killing six people – five train 
passengers and the SUV driver.

Murphy, who said the cameras could 
also be used to record accidents, stressed 
that each municipality can decide for 

itself whether it wants to participate to 
avoid an unfunded mandate.

Currently, municipalities have the 
option to install video cameras on 
traffic lights to discourage speeding, but 
the state does not have a law to allow 
local governments to install cameras at 

railroad crossings.
While the bill passed the Senate 

unanimously in June, it did not come up 
for a vote in the Assembly.

Despite the tragedy in February in 
Valhalla, there have been other close 
calls. At the difficult Roaring Brook Road 

grade crossing in Chappaqua, there was a 
school bus that was stopped inches from 
the tracks in May, Murphy said. 

New Castle Supervisor Robert 
Greenstein said he urged Murphy to 
introduce the legislation earlier this year. 
Various steps can be taken to improve 
safety at grade crossings, including 
Roaring Brook Road, he said. 

“Traffic cameras at railroad crossings 
will dramatically increase compliance 
and enforcement of our railroad crossing 
safety laws,” Greenstein said. 

He added that he would continue to 
press for federal money to build a bridge 
over the Roaring Brook Road crossing 
and the Saw Mill Parkway. The crossing 
is less than a half-mile from Horace 
Greeley High School and many students 
drive over the crossing every day they 
attend class.

Mount Pleasant Supervisor Carl 
Fulgenzi said he supported the video 
camera legislation. There are four grade 
crossings in the town.

In Katonah, more than 100 trains a day 
pass through the crossing, sometimes at 
speeds of about 60 miles per hour. The 
legislation would make the crossing safer 
by deterring drivers from going through 
the crossing illegally, Murphy said.

Officials Press for Towns to Install Grade Crossing Cameras

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
State Sen. Terrence Murphy was joined by several local elected officials Monday afternoon in Katonah 
to call for passage of  legislation that would give municipalities the option to install video cameras at 
railroad crossings.
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County Police/Mount Kisco

July 17: A 32-year-old Mount Kisco 
woman was arrested at 6:14 p.m. and 
charged with second-degree assault, a 
felony, and endangering the welfare of a 
child, a misdemeanor, after she allegedly 
struck a 15-year-old with a mop handle 
during a dispute at her home on Amuso 
Drive.

July 17: A 25-year-old Mount Kisco 
woman was arrested at 10 p.m. and 
charged with second-degree criminal 
trespassing, a misdemeanor, after she 
allegedly entered another person’s home 
and harassed a resident in a dispute 
over money.  The suspect was released 
pending a July 30 court appearance in 
Mount Kisco Justice Court.

July 19: Two Mount Kisco men, 25 
and 41 years old, were arrested at 4:40 
a.m. and charged with third-degree 
grand larceny, a felony, for attempting 
to steal a car on Maple Avenue. Officers 
responded to the location on a report 
that a car alarm was sounding. They 
found two men inside the vehicle, 
including one who was tampering with 
the steering column.  

July 19: Report of a man lying in 
the road on Brookside Avenue at 10:12 
p.m. An intoxicated man was found 
there and he was taken by ambulance to 
Northern Westchester Hospital.

July 22: Report that a dog had been 
left inside a locked car outside a store 
on North Bedford Road at 2:18 p.m. 
The vehicle owner had returned to the 
car upon the officer’s arrival, explaining 
that she had gone inside a store only 
briefly. The woman was warned that 
temperatures can quickly soar inside a 
locked car on hot days. 

July 23: A Mount Kisco resident 
reported at 11:06 a.m. that he had 
received a telephone call from a 
man claiming he worked for the IRS 
and needed to verify his personal 

information. The resident refused to 
provide any information and contacted 
police to report the attempted scam.

July 23: Report of a person having 
a seizure at Richmond Community 
Services on North Bedford Road at 
3:01 p.m. The party, a 33-year-old, was 
subsequently transported by ambulance 
to Northern Westchester Hospital.   

Pleasantville Police Department

July 20: A subject arrived at 
headquarters at 11:08 a.m. to report 
identity theft. The matter is under 
investigation.

July 23: Report of a suspicious person 
on Grandview Avenue at 9:59 a.m. A 
resident reported that an unknown 
person had knocked on her front door. 
The resident didn’t answer and the 
party left. No action needed.

July 23: A woman reported at 
headquarters at 12:05 p.m. that her 
driver’s license was stolen from her 
purse at a nail salon in the village.

July 24: A 21-year-old Valhalla man 
was arrested at 1:35 a.m. on Marble 
Avenue and charged with indecent 
exposure. The suspect was intoxicated.

North Castle Police Department

July 16: A motorist called at 7:21 p.m. 
to report being involved in a verbal 
altercation with a bicyclist at the traffic 
light at Route 120. The caller stated 
that she honked at the cyclist when he 
refused to move over to allow her to 
pass. When the two stopped at the light 
they exchanged words and the bicyclist 
pushed the car’s driver’s side view 
mirror. The complainant reported the 
incident as a matter of record.

July 18: A party arrived at 
headquarters at 1:53 p.m. to report 
several items missing from her jewelry 
store on Main Street. 

Brewster Man Killed in New Castle One-Car Crash 
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Police BlotterObituaries

Mildred Panny
Mildred A. Panny of Valhalla died on 

July 19. 
She was 87.
Panny was born on July 26, 1927, in 

Albany. She graduated with a bachelor’s 
degree from the College of New 
Rochelle, and later earned a master’s 
degree in elementary education from 
SUNY Oneonta, as well as certification 
in school administration. 

Moving to Valhalla with her family 
in 1959, Panny had a long and varied 
career. She served as organist and choir 
director at Holy Name of Jesus Church 
in Valhalla for over 40 years. She also 
enjoyed a long association with the 
Institute for Applied Human Dynamics, 
where she served as a teacher of special 
needs children, eventually becoming 
school principal. Panny loved to spend 
time with her grandchildren and her 

friends and celebrate her faith through 
music with fellow parishioners at Holy 
Name. 

Panny was predeceased by her 
husband, Frank, her brothers, Joseph 
and George, and her sister, Teresa. She 
is survived by her children, Christopher 
(Diana Kacso), Stephen (Christa), 
Barbara, Susan (Debra Warn) and 
Francis Jr. (Valerie), and her four 
beloved grandchildren, Gabriel, Ryan, 
Benjamin and Michael Joseph. 

Visitation was at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home on July 23. A funeral Mass was 
held at Holy Name of Jesus Church in 
Valhalla July 24 followed by interment 
at Gate of Heaven Cemetery in 
Hawthorne. 

In lieu of flowers, contributions may 
be made to the Alzheimer’s Association 
(http://www.alz.org/). 

Claudine Waterbury
Claudine Waterbury of Thornwood 

passed away at the age of 90 on July 23 
after a long illness.  

Waterbury was born to Jean and 
Louise Cole on Dec. 8, 1924. She was 
predeceased by her beloved husband of 
68 years, George Ferris Waterbury, on 
Jan. 10, 2013.

Waterbury is survived by her loving 
nephew, Douglas (Theresa) Haviland, 
and niece Nancy (Robert) Connick 
who took exceptional and loving care 
of her after George’s passing. She is 
also survived by numerous nieces and 
nephews throughout the United States 
and France.

Claudine was an executive assistant 
and office manager with a boutique 
advertising agency for over 50 years. She 
and George were lifelong members of 
Tamarack County Club in Greenwich, 
Conn. They also were instrumental in 
the formation of the Mount Pleasant 
Historical Society and took great pride 
in their Westchester heritage.

A wake was held on July 26 at Beecher 
Flooks Funeral Home in Pleasantville. A 
service was held on July 27 at the funeral 
home followed by a burial service at 
Middle Patent Cemetery, located at 6 
Bedford Banksville Rd. in Bedford.

Retired County Cop Nabs Mt. Kisco 
Man for Exposing Himself

A 26-year-old Brewster man was killed 
in a one-car accident early last Tuesday 
morning in New Castle when he lost 
control of the vehicle he was driving on 
Route 133.

The man was identified as Kristopher 
Stephenson, authorities said. He was 
driving toward Mount Kisco at about 
1 a.m. when he lost control of his car, 
a 1999 BMW, in the vicinity of High 
Meadow Road. Stephenson was pro-
nounced dead at the scene.

New Castle police Lt. Daniel Cannon 
said the preliminary accident report 
noted that speed is a possible cause of 
the crash. A final report will likely not be 
completed for a few months while toxi-
cology reports are analyzed, he said.

Reports stated that the car knocked 
over two utility poles. Route 133 was 
closed between Seven Bridges Road and 
Longview Lane for close to 18 hours to 
allow Con Edison crews to fix the poles.

--Martin Wilbur

A retired Westchester County police 
officer helped apprehend a 30-year-
old Mount Kisco man who allegedly 
exposed himself to a woman behind a 
local restaurant last Tuesday night.

The suspect, Divas Vasquez-Ramirez 
of Lexington Avenue, was charged with 
public lewdness, a misdemeanor.

The incident occurred at 8:43 p.m. on 
July 21 when Vasquez-Ramirez allegedly 
approached a 19-year-old woman in 
the parking lot behind Cosi on South 
Moger Avenue. After attempting to 
engage the woman in conversation, the 
man allegedly exposed himself and fled.

Mitchell Serlin, the retired officer 

and a former canine handler, assisted 
in the arrest. He was in the midst of 
helping a canine training exercise when 
he spotted a man fitting a description 
of the suspect on South Moger Avenue 
near Green Street. He alerted nearby 
officers who took the suspect into 
custody.

Vasquez-Ramirez was arraigned in 
Mount Kisco Justice Court by Judge 
Mark Farrell. Following his arrest, 
he was held in lieu of $250 bail at the 
Westchester County Jail in Valhalla. He 
is due back in court on July 30.

--Martin Wilbur
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By Martin Wilbur
Local officials are cautiously optimistic 

that last week’s filing for bankruptcy 
protection by the parent company of 
A&P supermarkets will not leave gaping 
vacancies in local shopping centers and 
diminished choices for shoppers.

The Great Atlantic & Pacific Tea 
Company, which owns and operates 
296 stores in the metropolitan area, 
Pennsylvania and Delaware, announced 
last week it would close 25 locations 
due to “lack of interest and significant 
ongoing store operating losses.” None of 
the 25 announced closures are expected 
locally.

In addition to A&P, the company 
also operates Pathmark, Waldbaums, 
Superfresh, Food Basics and Food 
Emporium locations.

“After careful consideration of all 
alternatives, we have concluded that 
a sale process implemented through 
Chapter 11 is the best way for A&P to 
preserve as many jobs as possible, and 
maximize value for all stakeholders,” 
said Paul Hertz, president and chief 
executive officer of A&P, in a statement 
released by the company. “While the 
decision to close some stores is always 
difficult, these actions will enable the 
company to refocus its efforts to ensure 
the vast majority of A&P stores continue 
operating under new owners as a result 
of the court supervised process.”

Of interest to the local communities 
are the A&P stores in Thornwood, 
Millwood and Mount Kisco. According 
to information released by the company 
last week, asset purchase agreements 
were executed with 120 stores totaling 
close to $600 million. ACME Markets has 
entered into agreements to buy 76 stores, 

including the locations in Thornwood 
on Columbus Avenue and the Millwood 
store on Route 133. 

Meanwhile, Stop & Shop has entered 
into an agreement for the North Bedford 
Road A&P in Mount Kisco, one of 25 
locations that company has expressed 
interest in. In the coming weeks, there 
could be more agreements, an A&P 
public relations spokesman said last 
week.

While local officials were hopeful 
that their residents would not be 
inconvenienced, there is plenty of 
uncertainty in the weeks ahead. A 
purchase of assests agreement for the 
Millwood store won’t necessarily mean 
that the Pennsylvania-based ACME 

Markets will necessarily move in later 
this year because the lease at that location 
is set to expire in September, said New 
Castle Supervisor Robert Greenstein.

Greenstein said two other supermarket 
companies have also expressed interest 
in the site. What gives him optimism is 
that Greenstein said he has spoken with 
the owner of the shopping center, who 
is committed to having a supermarket 
anchor that property.

“I feel confident that there will be a 
supermarket at that location,” Greenstein 
said. “The question is, which one?”

Mount Kisco Mayor Michael Cindrich 
said he believes that the relatively new 
shopping center structure on North 
Bedford Road will be attractive for Stop 

& Shop or another company. The A&P 
and adjoining Target opened about 12 
years ago.

However, Cindrich is keeping his 
fingers crossed that the store doesn’t 
become another extended high-profile 
vacancy similar to the old Borders 
site on Main Street. The parallel is that 
Mount Kisco has been highly profitable 
for A&P, and had been for Borders, but 
company-wide financial woes became 
the village’s problem, he said. Last week 
was the second time in five years, A&P’s 
parent company filed for bankruptcy 
protection.

“It’s unfortunate that the Village 
of Mount Kisco may once again be 
impacted by corporate mismanagement,” 
Cindrich said.

Mount Pleasant Supervisor Carl 
Fulgenzi said no representatives from 
A&P have contacted him with more 
information about the status of the 
Thornwood store.

Fulgenzi said he thinks the Rose Hill 
Shopping Center is an attractive enough 
location where the space wouldn’t 
remain vacant for an extended period.

“I just don’t see that happening,” he 
said of a chance of a long-term vacancy.

Last week the court granted A&P 
immediate access to $50 to $100 million 
debtor-in-possession financing that will 
enable A&P to continue operating its 
stores and pay its suppliers, vendors, 
employees and others.

A&P has asked the federal court for an 
order requiring other interested parties 
to submit bids by Sept. 11, with an 
expectation that court approval for the 
sale of the stores be received by Oct. 15.

Neal Rentz contributed to this article.

Uncertainty for Shoppers, Towns in Wake of A&P Bankruptcy Filing

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
The A&P at the Rose Hill Shopping Center in Thornwood is one of  296 stores in the Northeast that will 
be affected by last week’s filing for bankruptcy protection by the parent company of  the supermarket 
chain.

By Martin Wilbur
The Town of New Castle will be 

drawing up terms of an agreement with a 
group of residents who want to turn the 
site of the defunct Millwood Swim Club 
into a community garden.

Following a brief discussion at last 
week’s work session involving the town 
board and resident Michael Wolfensohn, 
one of the residents working to transform 
the property, Town Attorney Nicholas 
Ward-Willis said he will draw up the 
framework of an agreement where the 
town will retain ownership of the 1.3-
acre parcel on Sand Street and allow for 
the garden to be created. The town took 
title to the property last year.

Originally residents were planning to 
negotiate with the town to buy the parcel 
for the garden and also as a place to hold 
other community events there. However, 
since the property is in a residential 
area, they would have to go through 
the lengthy and expensive process of 

obtaining a special use permit or a 
zoning change. 

Wolfensohn estimated that if they tried 
for a rezone or a permit, it could cost the 
group of residents about $40,000.

If an agreement can be reached by 
early fall, the hope is that some prep 
work can be done this year to make the 
area conducive for the spring planting 
season, he said.

“We can definitely get these planning 
and legal issues resolved in the next 30 to 
45 days and then they can get out there in 
September, October,” Ward-Willis said.

A drawback to the town retaining 
ownership is that the residents would 
be limited in the activities and events 
that could be held at the site. It would 
likely be a traditional community garden 
with plots where seasonal planting and 
harvesting takes place.

Wolfensohn said that arrangement is 
workable as long as they’re able to get the 
garden off the ground and rehabilitate the 

property, which has become overgrown.
“We’re amenable to working with the 

town,” Wolfensohn said. “That’s perfectly 
fine with us.”

He said as a garden-only site, 
organizers could turn it into a type of 

co-op arrangement where those people 
who work at the site would share in what 
it produces.

A possibility would also be to work 
with area farmers who can teach the 
gardeners crop rotation so there could 
be maximum efficiency and have the 
site yield the most produce, Wolfensohn 
said.

Any agreement would need to spell out 
what resources the town and residents’ 
group would each pitch to launch the 
garden. Start-up expenses include 
making sure there’s an ample water 
supply as well equipment, soil and beds.

Town Administrator Jill Shapiro said 
it would be likely that that town would 
enter into a two- or three-year agreement 
with the group.

The town board appeared supportive 
of entering into a basic agreement.

“We’re happy to get it off the ground 
and running,” said Councilman Adam 
Brodsky.

New Castle Eyes Agreement to Launch Community Garden

The site of  the former Millwood Swim Club, which 
closed six years ago, would be transformed into 
a community garden if  New Castle officials and 
residents can work out an operating agreement.
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overreaching federal government in the 
implementation of the problematic and 
poorly worded 2009 affordable housing 
settlement,” Cunzio said of the county 
executive during the announcement for her 
first run for public office while surrounded 
by supporters, including Astorino and 
Smith, outside Mount Pleasant Town Hall.

“We have worked too hard to have 
our property rights taken away and the 
value of our homes destroyed by federal 
bureaucrats in Washington, D.C., seeking 
to make Westchester a test case for their 
social experiment around the country.”

Cunzio will face off against former 
North Castle Democratic co-chairman 
John Diaconis in November. Diaconis 
announced in early June that he would 
be contesting the seat in the district that 
covers Mount Pleasant, North Castle and 
Greenburgh.

Smith, who is completing his second 
two-year term, said that he has too many 
professional responsibilities to adequately 
serve his constituents effectively. He is 

now the president of Berkeley College, 
overseeing about 8,000 students and 1,500 
employees in 10 locations.

He also concluded that 10 years in public 
service, including six years on the Valhalla 
Board of Education, was sufficient.

“We got in there, and there are aspects 
where you want to do more, but I have 
to practice what I preach,” Smith said. “I 
believe in the citizen legislator and I have 
10 years in public service — six years on 
the school board and four years as a county 
legislator — and I think that’s a good run, a 
good term and I think it’s time to bring in 
some fresh blood.”

Smith added that he also felt comfortable 
that the party found someone in Cunzio 
who shared Astorino’s vision for the county 
to oppose a Democrat who would likely 
allow the federal government to impose 
new parameters in the housing settlement 
and party leaders to raise taxes.

Both candidates said they are unfamiliar 
with each other. Reached Monday 
afternoon, Diaconis said that he learned 
last week Smith was prepared to bow out 

once Cunzio’s paperwork for the seat was 
submitted.

“I welcome Ms. Cunzio to the race and 
I look forward to debating the issues,” he 
said.

Raised in Armonk and a graduate of 
Byram Hills High School, Cunzio said 
she will oppose tax increases as seniors 
and young adults are being driven out of 
Westchester.

“When I hear politicians say we can 
only increase taxes 2 percent each year, I 
wonder if they’re living in another reality,” 
she said.

Diaconis dismissed talk that he favors 
tax increases and the federal government 
running roughshod over the county to 
change the affordable housing settlement. 
He said three years ago when the Town 
of Yorktown was being sued in a fair and 
affordable housing case, he defended the 
town in the matter. State Sen. Terrence 
Murphy, who endorsed Cunzio and 
attended her announcement on Monday, 
served on that town board and voted with 
his colleagues to hire him, Diaconis said.

Astorino said he looks forward to 
working with Cunzio and believes she has 
the fortitude to fight for what’s important.

“She will not back down,” Astorino 
said. “She will fight with us, for you the 
taxpayers and our property owners in 
Westchester, and particularly in central 
Westchester, to make sure that we control 
our communities and not some faceless 
bureaucrat in Washington, D.C.”

continued from page 1

By Neal Rentz  
It’s the end of an era in Mount Kisco.
Chief Joseph Spinelli, the final officer 

to serve Mount Kisco, left the village’s 
employ last week to become a sergeant 
with the Westchester County Department 
of Public Safety. The Mount Kisco Police 
Department was consolidated with the 
county on June 1.

Spinelli, who had been with the village 
police for 15 years, was unanimously 
appointed chief last November.

Spinelli said he officially made the 
switch to the county force on July 20. He 
has been assigned to the patrol services 
division and his duties include training.

The recent retirement of veteran Lt. 
Louis Terlizzi was one of the factors that 
convinced him to move to the county 
police department. Once Terlizzi retired, 
he said it was time for him to think about 
leaving the village force.

“It was the best thing for me and my 
family,” Spinelli said.

 Spinelli, who had been with the Mount 
Kisco police for 15 years and worked his 
way up through the ranks, said he would 
miss his former department. 

Though there are no longer any village 
police officers, Mount Kisco residents are 
being well-served by the county, Spinelli 
said. 

“The county police are doing a fine job,” 
he said. 

Mayor Michael Cindrich said he was 
surprised at Spinelli’s decision to go with 
the county. Spinelli was expected to stay 
in Mount Kisco and help oversee a small 
number of officers who will continue to 
perform certain police functions despite 
the consolidation occurring nearly two 
months ago, he said.

”We are in the process of canvassing 
for additional officers,” he said. “We are 
currently using state court officers as we 
study the most economically beneficial 
way to fill those positions.”

Last Mount Kisco Police Officer Leaves Village Force

Filming for New 
Showtime Series 
Scheduled for 
Brynwood in Armonk

First-time Candidate to Run for County Legislator; Smith Bows Out

By Martin Wilbur
The Town of North Castle seems 

attractive to the crews of cable television 
shows.

Last week the town board granted 
approval of a one-day film permit to 
Possible Productions, Inc. to film a 
scene in the upcoming Showtime series 
“Billions.” 

The scene, which will be incorporated 
into the third episode of the show’s 
first season, will be at Brynwood Golf 
& Country Club on Route 22 next 
Monday, Aug. 3, said Josh Samataro, 
assistant location manager for the show. 
Production of the pilot has already been 
completed, he said.

The show stars Damian Lewis as a 
billionaire hedge fund manager who is 
being investigated by a U.S. Attorney 
played by Paul Giamatti.

Although the town’s hours for filming 
are 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., the permit allows 
the crew to be on site from 7 a.m. to 
10 p.m. The scene takes place at a golf 
course, but filming is not expected to 
last beyond dusk.

“Owing to the fact that we are daylight 
dependent, I think that should be okay,” 
Samataro said of the anticipated hours.

Samataro said a half-day of filming is 
planned after lunch until the end of the 
day. The cast and crew are scheduled to 
shoot in the morning at the Bedford Post 
Inn, he said.

All filming will be done on the 
Brynwood property, which is closed on 
Mondays. The only extra traffic expected 
will be several trucks and 15-seat 
passenger vans arriving and leaving the 
site. There will also be about 30 sedans 
that will be parked in Brynwood’s lot. 

The production company has agreed 
to pay the town for use of one police 
officer at the site.

Earlier this year, HBO asked the 
town for a permit to film scenes for its 
upcoming series “Divorce” over several 
days at a house on Deer Ridge Lane. 
Although the town board granted a 
conditional film permit, an alternate site 
for filming was found.

North Castle Police Chief Pe-
ter Simonsen stands with the 
town’s two newest police of-
ficers, Christopher Costa and 
Steven Vitolo, after they were 
sworn in to the department 
by Supervisor Michael Schil-
iro during a brief ceremony 
at last week’s town board 
meeting.

Welcome 
to Town

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO
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Nothing beats a day at the pool, 
especially when you’re racing 
rubber ducks. A nice turnout 
showed up for the Pleasantville 
Swim team’s duck race to raise 
money for the team. It was a real 
fun community event and the 
winners were able to earn prizes 
for having the fastest duck.

Rubber Ducky Race a Big Hit in Pleasantville

Pleasantville Community Synagogue, 
a trans-denominational synagogue 
known for Joyful Judaism, has hired 
Rabbi Julie Hilton Danan, who will be 
taking over on Aug. 1.

The synagogue, which was founded 18 
years ago and has welcomed congregants 
from 20 different Westchester towns 
under the spiritual leadership of Rabbi 
Mark Sameth, has been known for its 
diversity and inclusiveness.

Danan has received rabbinic 
ordination after five years in the ALEPH 
Rabbinic Program. She was a student 
of Rabbi Zalman Schachter-Shalomi 
of blessed memory, the founder of the 
Jewish Renewal movement. 

Since then, she successfully led two 
congregations: Congregation Beth Am, 
a Reconstructionist congregation in 

San Antonio, and Congregation Beth 
Israel, in Chico, Calif. She has extensive 
experience in Jewish education at all 
levels and has displayed leadership in 
interfaith work and dialogue, including 
the Celebration of Abraham in Chico, 
bringing together hundreds of Muslims, 
Christians and Jews to learn about one 
another’s faith and to get to know one 
another as neighbors.

In addition to her rabbinical studies, 
Danan earned a doctorate in Hebrew 
studies, specializing in rabbinic 
literature and culture, from the 
University of Texas at Austin. 

Danan grew up in Texas, lived for 
several years in Israel and for 12 years 
in northern California. Based on her 
love of nature and the outdoors, she 
recently started a creative website, 

Wellsprings of Wisdom (http://
wellspringsofwisdom.com), designed 
as a virtual retreat center built around 
Jewish symbols from nature. She is 
also the author of “The Jewish Parents’ 
Almanac,” reflecting her experience as 
the mother of five children. 

Danan is married to Avraham Danan, 
a Moroccan-Israeli who loves and 
teaches Piyut, traditional Moroccan 
Jewish liturgical song. They are delighted 
to be closer to most of their five grown 
children and two young grandsons on 
the East Coast and Midwest.

We invite all of Westchester’s present, 
previous and prospective members to 
visit our website for more information 
about Rabbi Danan, the Hebrew school, 
Shabbat services and adult programs at 
www.shalomPCS.com.

Pleasantville Community Synagogue to Welcome New Rabbi

CARLA RESNICK PHOTO
Rabbi Julie Hilton Danan, will take over as 
Pleasantville Community Synagogue’s rabbi on 
Aug. 1.
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Letter to the Editor

By David Carlucci
Sunday marked the 25th anniversary 

of the Americans With Disabilities Act 
(ADA), historic legislation that gives 
individuals with disabilities certain legal 
rights and protections, while sending a 
message to all Americans that disability 
rights are civil rights. 

The law gives civil rights protections 
to individuals with disabilities similar to 
those provided to individuals on the basis 
of race, color, sex, national origin, age and 
religion. It also assures equal opportunity 
for individuals with disabilities and access 
to businesses, employment, transportation, 
state and local government programs, 
services and telecommunications. 
Through the establishment of a clear and 
comprehensive national mandate for the 
elimination of discrimination against 
individuals with disabilities, millions of 
lives have been and continue to be affected 
every day. 

The road to this point was not easy but 25 

years later we remain more committed than 
ever to championing the protections under 
the ADA and improving the lives of people 
with disabilities in New York State. As the 
former chair of the Senate Committee 
on Mental Health and Developmental 
Disabilities and current chair of the Senate 
Committee on Social Services, I work with 
advocates, constituents and my colleagues 
in the legislature on initiatives to advance 
the health, independence and quality of 
life for people with disabilities. 

To increase employment and 
independence, we passed the ABLE Act, 
legislation that provides people with 
disabilities and their families the ability 
to create a tax-exempt savings account 
that can be used for maintaining health, 
independence and quality of life. We also 
passed Inspire New York, which creates a 
tax credit to incentivize employers to hire 
individuals with a developmental disability 
that are unemployed or a current employee 
of a sheltered workshop.   

We continue our work to decrease the 
stigma associated with disabilities and 
mental health by creating the Mental 
Health Public Awareness Tax Check Off, 
which allows taxpayers the ability to make 
a tax-free donation that will fund mental 
health public awareness campaigns across 
the state. Legislation was also passed in 
New York State that requires the removal 
of the word handicapped from new or 
replaced state signage, as well as update 
and eliminate the stigma of the old 
Accessibility Logo.

It is truly amazing how far we have 
come, but there is still important work 
that needs to be done to improve the lives 
of people with disabilities. As we celebrate 
this important anniversary, consider re-
affirming your commitment to the ADA 
by signing the national pledge at www.
adaanniversary.org.

State Sen. David Carlucci (D-Clarkstown) 
serves Rockland County and Ossining in 
Westchester County.

Westchester County needs affordable 
housing and what did it get last week? 

More of the same histrionics that have 
regrettably obscured the real issue over the 
past six years since the county entered the 
settlement with the federal government.

First, there’s an assistant U.S. attorney 
filing court papers accusing the county of 
failing to comply with the 2009 affordable 
housing settlement. All of a sudden the 
county shouldn’t have received credit 
for the controversial Chappaqua Station 
project that the Board of Legislators 
approved funding for last fall.

Where were the feds seven or eight 
months ago on this one? Late last year it 

was fair to question whether the funding 
seemed premature, as if the county, 
desperate to meet its 2014 milestone, made 
a last-gasp effort to avoid penalties.

It now seems ironic that by the time 
the federal government gets around 
to objecting, the Chappaqua Station 
developer has already applied for building 
permits and is as close as ever to making 
the project a reality. Furthermore, Summit/
Greenfield last week put in its zoning 
request for as many as 32 affordable units 
at the iconic cupola building.

Then there where the theatrics of 
County Executive Rob Astorino, correctly 
criticizing the federal government for 

seemingly changing the ground rules of 
the settlement. But doing it in Bill and 
Hillary Clinton’s cul-de-sac then buzzing 
their security system in hopes of drawing 
the Democratic presidential candidate 
out? Well, he did get the television cameras 
out to follow him.

Perhaps if Astorino had focused more on 
building the requisite housing without all 
the kicking and screaming he could have 
received more than just partisan support in 
Westchester against Washington.

Meanwhile, the county plays beat the 
clock to try reach its final two milestones, 
but the only thing that seems certain is 
more litigation on the horizon. 
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Editorial
Level Heads, Not Theatrics Needed to Resolve Affordable Housing Mess

Work Still to Be Done 25 Years After Americans With Disabilities Act

I write in response to John Cronin’s 
letter in the July 21-27 Examiner 
(“Friends of Miller House Treasurer is 
No Friend of Miller House.”) 

 Cronin harshly criticizes Friends of 
Miller House for never reviewing the 
“proposal,” for a possible transfer of 
Miller House from county property to 
the town-owned Fountain Park. In fact, 
no “proposal” or information was ever 
provided to the Friends for review. Nor 
was any viable plan ever presented to 
the Town of North Castle’s Elijah Miller 
House Committee by the county or by 
Cronin, who was the town appointed 
liaison to that committee. The only 
reference to a move is contained in the 
official notes of the Meeting of the Town 
of North Castle Elijah Miller House 
Committee of Oct. 2. Those notes state:  

“John Diaconis asked, ‘If the house 
moves to town parkland, who owns it, 

who pays for capital improvements, 
who pays for ongoing maintenance and 
who pays for security? Is the County 
looking to the Town of North Castle for 
money?’”  

The only answer came from 
Supervisor Arden: “The county is all 
over the place. This building in North 
Castle is not important to them.”

Cronin has distorted the facts. We 
should put aside our political differences 
and save this historic treasure.

Maureen Keller, Town of 
North Castle Elijah Miller House 

Committee

Political Bickering Won’t Help Save the Elijah Miller House 

Correction
In last week’s article regarding the 

possibility of another assisted living 
facility proposal in Pleasantville, it was 
incorrectly reported that the investor 
group was comprised of Westchester 
residents. Furthermore, the group has 
already entered into a contract with the 
United Methodist Church in Pleasantville 
to buy the land. The sale is dependent on 
the developer receiving approvals. The 
Examiner regrets the errors.
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By Martin Wilbur
Karen Schecter took a respite from being 

a local merchant but she never strayed 
from the Village of Mount Kisco after 
closing her store, The Aesthetic Sense, in 
2013.

Schecter needed a break when she 
decided to shut her Judaica shop on Main 
Street to take on another job opportunity. 
At about the same time, her husband, Jay, 
an attorney and a former CEO of a staffing 
and recruitment firm, was retiring and the 
couple wanted to reassess their future.

“I got tired, needed to regroup and 
wanted to work full-time for a nonprofit,” 
Schecter said. “Jay was retiring and it was 
time to move on and decide whether, in 
fact, we wanted to do this.”

Two years later, they emphatically 
answered whatever doubts they had. In 
June, the Schecters, Mount Kisco residents 
since 1982, returned to the same block, 
this time at 222 E. Main St., to reopen The 
Aesthetic Sense. Arranged as more of an art 
gallery, there’s a wide array of merchandise 
such as prayer shawls, Judaic-themed art, 
items for the High Holy Days and gifts for 

weddings, Bar and Bat Mitzvahs.
Along with a renewed vigor, they also 

have a sharper focus. Everything that the 
Schecters sell is ethically sourced and 
adheres to fair trade principles. They 
require that their vendors, regardless of 
where an item is produced, belong to a fair 
trade organization so that the people who 
made the product are paid a living wage.

Jay Schecter said having been raised in 
a fairly religious household he was taught 
from a young age that service to others was 
a requirement. 

“It’s a central focus in Judaism, and 
frankly in many religions, to not run from 
the community, but be part of it and be 
responsible for it,” said Jay Schecter, who 
serves on the boards of the Boys & Girls 
Club of Northern Westchester and Bet 
Torah in Mount Kisco. “So I grew up with 
that notion.”

That philosophy is also something that 
Karen and Jay Schecter have practiced 
in their lives together and instilled in 
their three grown children. In the 1980s, 
they were involved in bringing toys and 
spending time with young children who 

were in the hospital after being born 
with HIV/AIDS. It was at a time when 
that was a virtual death sentence before 
advancements in treatment.

Their oldest son, who lives in London, 
works for a nonprofit organization while 
their daughter, the middle child, took a 
year off before her fourth year at Albert 
Einstein Medical College to spend time 
doing charitable work in Uganda. Their 
youngest son is in medical school at 
Quinnipiac. 

As Karen Schecter concisely sums up, 
“it’s how we live.”

“We’ve always done that and we have 
three kids that are incredible give-backers,” 
said Schecter, who served six years on the 
Bedford Board of Education, including 
two years as its president, in the 1990s.

Karen and Jay, who both grew up on the 
south shore of Long Island, met through 
a blind date. Their fathers once worked at 
the same company their parents were good 
friends with each other. They have been 

married for nearly 37 years.
She also is an attorney and opened her 

own practice after the family moved to 
Mount Kisco. In 1997, Karen established 
the original The Aesthetic Sense.

Meanwhile, Jay spent most of his career 
as a real estate attorney and later as general 
counsel to a staffing and recruitment 
firm. Unlike in The Aesthetic Sense’s first 
incarnation when his wife operated the 
store alone with him as a silent partner, 
Jay is happily learning the ropes of what it’s 
like to be a merchant. 

Having remembered when the village 
was the shopping hub of northern 
Westchester, it’s also been enjoyable having 
a business in the community where they’ve 
lived for so long.

“We feel very comfortable here,” he said.
In the new store, the Schecters are 

attracting customers through website sales, 
something the first store didn’t have. 

After the summer, the couple is planning 
a formal grand opening. During that 
period, they plan to set aside a portion of 
their sales for the Boys & Girls Club and 
Birthday Angels, an organization in Israel 
that provides birthday parties for children 
from needy families. There will also donate 
to a third organization that helps pay for 
Ugandan children to go to school.

“It really is local but it shows just how 
small the world really is,” Jay Schecter said.

For more information on The Aesthetic 
Sense, call 914-864-1600 or visit www.
theaestheticsense.com.

know your
Neighbor

Karen and Jay Schecter,
Judaica Store Owner, Mt. Kisco

Kaitlyn Corbett has always called New York home. Born and raised in Buffalo, she earned her degree in 
nuclear power engineering at SUNY College of Technology and moved to Peekskill to start her career at 
Indian Point. Safety is the single most important mission for Kaitlyn and her 1,000 colleagues at the plant, 
and it’s been the focus of her years of study and training in the nuclear ower industry. Every day, engineers 
are graded on their performance by inspectors from the Nuclear RegulatoryCommission. The NRC recently 
gave Kaitlyn and the team at Indian Point its highest safety rating — for the fifth year in a row.

Discover more about Indian Point at SafeSecureVital.com

“Peekskill is my home, and keeping
  us safe is my job.” Kaitlyn Corbett

Nuclear Engineer

POWERING NEW YORK
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By Catherine Ferris
In a small glass case hanging on the 

wall of Lange’s Little Store in Chappaqua 
is a folded American flag. This flag, flown 
in Iraq, was given to Richard Lange, the 
owner of the deli, after packages were 
sent to the soldiers who were stationed 
there. 

The flag is not the only support Lange 
offers to those in service.

On Aug. 3, Hudson Hills Golf Course is 
hosting the World’s Largest Golf Outing 
to raise money for the Wounded Warrior 
Project. The event, which is organized by 
Billy Casper Golf, is in its fourth year at 
Hudson Hills. Lange has been providing 
food for the event since its inception. 

“It’s about recognizing the value of 
what has been given and dedicated to 
secure our rights here. It’s the right 
thing to do,” said John Buckley, a former 
town councilman and current real estate 
broker who will play in the outing.

Lange and Buckley play golf at Hudson 
Hills regularly, and when advertisements 
began to appear for the inaugural event, 
Lange had the deli offer its services.  

Golfers pay an $85 fee to play in the 
tournament, $10 of which is earmarked 
for the charity, while the rest of the 
money pays the golf and food costs. 

With Lange providing food from 
his deli for the event, some of the cost 
is offset, enabling more profit to go to 

Wounded Warrior. 
A donation bucket with checks, dollar 

bills and coins sits on the counter of 
the deli, with a photograph of former 
president Bill Clinton, who has donated 
to the cause in past years. As a result 
of that photograph, Buckley said, deli 
patrons have taken an interest in the 

charity. 
Donations made to the bucket are sent 

to the nationwide Wounded Warrior 
charity for distribution. 

“That’s why we’re leaving the bucket 
here,” Buckley said. “There’s no cost 
incurred in any money we’re gathering. 
All that money is pure donations. And 
hopefully making it a community event 
raises more money.”

Joe Rafferty, the manager of Hudson 
Hills, said there are other businesses that 
are donating their services with prizes in 
gift cards.

Lange, however, is taking the extra 
step, and has formed Team Lange’s Deli. 
The team has raised the most money – 
$1,928 as of July 23 – of the eight teams 
involved in the event. They are hoping to 
reach $3,000.

Rafferty said the event, which has 
now sold out, will see men and women 
of all ages playing. The golfers are also 
encouraged to donate more to Wounded 
Warrior beyond the registration fee, 
whether it is through the main charity’s 
website or dropping some money into 
the bucket at Lange’s deli.  Buckley 
said contributions by check are tax 
deductible.

Although the golf outing is expected to 
be a fun time for those involved, Lange 
noted the importance of the charity.

“It should be important to everybody,” 

he said. “To me, it is very important 
because we have peace, and this is a very 
strong country. These people put their 
lives on the line for us. So we can only 
give back.”

Buckley and Lange have friends who 
have been in the service.

“It’s personal in that respect, but it 
doesn’t need to be personal when you’re 
thinking of your lifestyle,” Buckley said.

As for the deli owner, Lange had 
brief and simple words when it came 
to his reason for contributing to this 
organization.

“It’s the thing to do,” he said.

CATHERINE FERRIS PHOTO
Former president Bill Clinton, who has supported 
the Wounded Warrior Project, with Lange’s Little 
Store owner Richard Lange, left, and Chappaqua 
realtor John Buckley. Lange will donate food for 
the Aug. 3 golf  outing that will raise money for 
the charity.

Chappaqua Deli Leads Way in Golf Outing for Wounded Warrior

William “Bill” Primavera is a NYS Licensed Real 
Estate Salesperson with William Raveis Real
Estate,1820 Commerce Street.,Yorktown Heights,
NY, Office: 914-245-0460. Visit: www.raveis.com.

“The Home Guru”Realtor
BILL PRIMAVERA

R     

Cell: 
914-522-2076

Residential &
CommercialFor many years, I have

written as “The Home Guru” 
for this paper and online and, 
in interviewing experts on the
real estate market and home
improvement, I’ve learned a 
lot about my chosen field. 

Allow me to put that knowledge
to work for you when it comes
time to market your home for
sale or to find your new 
dream home. 

I’d love to work with you,
so call me! ”

“

“

“
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This OBIE Award-winning play is
“spellbinding . . . an age-old story that
resonates with tragic meaning today.”
—The New York Times

Performing at Boscobel House and Gardens, Garrison, NY

Get your tickets before they are gone!
Visit hvshakespeare.org for details.

845/265-9575

Limited 
Engagement

Preview July 30, Opens Aug 3, Aug 9, 21, 24  7:30 PM

Five Performances Only! 
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Visit 
TheExaminerNews.com 

and click on Puzzles  
at the top of the  

homepage to play  
today's crossword!
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When I received the e-mail 
from Vicki Jimpson-Fludd, a real 
estate agent with Better Homes 
& Gardens Rand in Briarcliff 
Manor, to have my historic 
house listing in Ossining join a 
group of other historic houses 
in Westchester and Putnam 
counties for a joint open house 
tour, I thought it was an inspired 
idea. 

“Hey, wait a minute, I wrote 
back, “I’m the realtor with the PR 
background! Why didn’t I think 
of that?” 

I immediately offered to 
volunteer my company to help 
promote the event. Working 
together, Vicki and I scored a huge turnout 
for 18 different brokerage houses showing 
40 historic houses on one day.

At my open house in Ossining, a 15-
acre estate contiguous to Teatown Lake 
Reservation with a late 1700s home that 
has been rebuilt over the past 30 years, I 
didn’t have a chance for a breather. There 
were as many as three visiting parties at a 
time from start to finish. I heard similar 
reports from realtors at the other open 
houses.  

It was interesting that the common 
thread among normally competing 
brokerage firms was the antique home, 
at best a quirky category when it comes 
to marketing and selling a home. It is a 

narrow category in terms of 
those that populate the inventory 
and buyers who seek them.  

If an historic home is 
considered to be one that is 
at least 100 years old – those 
that have survived storm, fire 
and general neglect – it would 
be difficult to surmise the 
percentage of inventory that 
exists overall. Just to get a sense 
of it, I happen to know that in my 
hometown of Yorktown there 
are about 13,000 residences, 
and of those, 206 homes were 
identified as those of “historical 
significance” in a survey done a 
few years ago. 

At the same time, I once heard it said that 
only about 1 to 2 percent of the population 
is interested in living in antique homes, so 
that would seem to even things out. 

But matching those people to the 
available homes can be difficult when 
you factor into the equation that only 5 
percent of homes and people are players 
in the real estate market at any particular 
time. Considering those loose statistics, it’s 
a wonder that anyone ever finds their way 
into an antique home at all. 

As an observer of real estate trends from 
personal experience for close to half a 
century and as a professional for nearly two 
decades, my opinion is that in recessionary 
times when the market is generally dead, 

so is the market for antique homes. It 
would, therefore, make sense that our 
being overrun at the antique home open 
house event augurs very well for the near 
future of antique homes in this improving 
market.  

Further proof that the scenario for 
antique homes is improving involves my 
own house in Yorktown Heights, The 
Ebenezer White House, now utilized as 
an office building. (As an aside, many 

historic structures, because of their size 
and locations, are adapted for either mixed 
or commercial use.) My home was on the 
market two years ago as the recession was 
bottoming out, and only after one year 
did I finally get an offer. But it petered out 
after a jerk of an inspector discouraged the 
buyer when he discovered a sill with rot, 
which I quickly set out to correct. But, 
nonetheless, the buyer panicked and fled.  

However, surprise, surprise, just last 
week, at a time when the house is not on 
the market, my doorbell rang and a man 
with that familiar look of stars in his eyes 
asked, “Do you want to sell this house? I’ve 
always loved it. If so, I’d like to buy it.” Oh, 
my, what do I do now?  Am I ready to let 
go?

If you’d like to discuss the possibility 
of your future as a proud antique home 
owner, call Vicki Jimpson-Fludd at 914-
410-0151 or me at 914-522-2076. Jimpson-
Fludd also has a great blog about antique 
homes at www.rivertownscountryhomes.
com.  

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, Inc., 
the longest running public relations agency in 
Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.com). His 
real estate site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.
com, and his blog is www.TheHomeGuru.
com. To engage the services of The Home 
Guru and his team to market your home for 
sale, call 914-522-2076.

What it Means When We Get Interested in Historic Homes 

BILL PRIMAVERA PHOTO
Interest in historic homes is on the rise again, 
according to The Home Guru, pictured here 
with Vicki Jimpson-Fludd, both antique home 
specialists.

 Experience = Success 

Sharon 
Tompkins 
Foley 
914-769-2222 
914-649-1157
(Cell) 370 Manville Road, Pleasantville

This is the formula needed if you are looking to sell or buy your home. 
As a lifelong resident of Pleasantville with more than ten years experience in 
Real Estate as a top producer, I will be happy to answer all your questions. 
Please Contact Sharon Tompkins Foley, Century 21 Haviland 

 And remember - my time is your time. 
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The Village
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Bookstore

Ten Washington Ave.

Pleasantville, NY

Across from the Burns Film Center
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staff@pleasantvillebooks.com
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By Colette Connolly
Four local women with different areas 

of expertise have banded together to 
operate a unique store located in the 
popular Saw Mill Club. 

The Walk In Closet has a range of 
beauty products, handcrafted jewelry, 
workout clothes and stylish shoes that are 
sure to attract a variety of shoppers.

Jill Brenner, Lori Laub, Jenny Ng 
LoPresto and Mariann Morales run the 
store, which has been open for nearly a 
year. For the four women it’s much more 
than a place of business; it’s a supportive, 
friendly environment.

Brenner, a Pound Ridge resident, sells 
athletic wear, known in the industry 
as “athleisure” clothing that can be 
worn away from the gym. She said her 
merchandise stresses comfort, but it’s also 
stylish. 

Each morning, Brenner displays her 
merchandise outside the store, a likely 
place to catch the club’s members.

Brenner, who operates under the 
business name ZOOM Bala, carries a 

wide variety of fashion brands that are 
suitable for almost any kind of exercise, 
including Onzie, Pheel, Prismsport, Vie 
Active, Alo Yoga and a local clothing 
manufacturer called Rie & Ryn. She also 
carries a number of casual handbags and 
accessories. 

Brenner said she carefully selects her 
inventory after attending trade shows 
and regularly purchases workout gear she 
would wear herself.

The daughter of Chinese immigrants, 
LoPresto learned to bead growing up in 
Brooklyn. It’s a skill she has perfected 
over the years, turning her talents into 
a business called Jenny Ng Designs. In 
addition to the beautiful creations that 
LoPresto designs and makes, her life’s 
mission is also a charitable one. Over the 
years, she has worked with a variety of 
nonprofit organizations and donates to 
various charities.

“I call myself a personal jewelry 
designer, but this is really my pathway to 
helping others,” she explained. 

LoPresto, of Cross River, said she can 

turn a tired old piece of jewelry into 
something new and fitting today’s styles. 
She noted she was drawn to The Walk In 
Closet because of the warm-heartedness 
of the other women, but also as a way to 
showcase her designs to a new audience. 

Laub, an Arbonne consultant and 
former NBC employee, became a believer 
in the Arbonne line of beauty and health 
products after trying the company’s 
anti-aging line. She said the company 
offers customers safe, preservative-free 
products.

“Everyone walking in the doors of the 
club wants to improve themselves,” said 
Laub, a Goldens Bridge resident. “And we 

want to add to that recipe.”
Laub sells everything from lipsticks 

to age-defying skincare products, hair 
care items, bath and body products, the 
company’s nutritional line and more. 

Stylish shoes like those from Johnson & 
Murphy, Italian-made Via Spiga footwear, 
popular leather flip-flops by Tkees and 
water shoes by Melissa are just some of 
the styles at The Walk In Closet, courtesy 
of Mariann Morales of Heart & Soles. 
She said she looks for brands that can’t 
necessarily be found in department stores. 

Morales, owner of Heart & Soles in 
Mount Kisco, moved from Ruthie Z in 
Armonk and is happy to be doing business 
in the village. 

“This is where my roots are,” said 
Morales, a former shoe sales associate 
who lives in Goldens Bridge. “My children 
were born here, my first home was here. 
It’s a great feeling to be back.”

Customers will also find a small 
collection of leather handbags from 
British Columbia and One Fated Knight, 
trendy pocketbooks from Desigual, 
snakeskin Sorial bags and popular Lolo 
totes and luggage tags.

The Walk In Closet is located inside 
the Saw Mill River Club, 77 Kensico 
Drive. The store is open Monday through 
Friday from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., or by 
appointment. To reach Brenner, call 914-
438-8618, Ng LoPresto at 917-992-2582, 
Laub at 914-469-8086 and Morales at 
914-536-8940.
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The Walk In Closet
Mount Kisco

COLETTE CONNOLLY PHOTO
From left, Jenny Ng LoPresto, Lori Laub, Mariann 
Morales and Jill Brenner, the four partners at the 
Walk In Closet.
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By Lindsay Burgess
A new program is going to give a 

lucky Westchester resident something 
to smile about. 

The Second Chance program, 
established by oral and maxillofacial 
surgeon Dr. Zachary Weber and 
prosthodontist Dr. Jerome Lowenstein, 
will provide one applicant with a new 
set of free teeth at the office of Northern 
Westchester Oral Surgery in Mount 
Kisco. 

The person who is selected will 
receive a complete arch dental implant 
placement and replacement teeth, a 
procedure that could typically cost as 
much as $50,000 to $60,000.   

“I get to work with my hands with the 
newest state-of-the-art system to help 
people and change their lives,” Weber 
said.

The doctors will meet with applicants 
to determine who the best candidate for 
the work is. 

The new procedure, known as All-
On-Four, is designed for someone who 
is missing multiple teeth and lacks 
appropriate form or function. All-On-
Four allows the dentist to replace the 
entire arch with four specialized dental 
implants that support a full smile’s 
worth of teeth. 

“Dr. Loewenstein and I enjoyed 

working together,” Weber said. “We like 
to take time with our patients and give 
them all of their options.”

A CAT scan provides high-resolution 
images of the upper and lower jaw. They 
perform virtual surgery prior to the 

procedure to prepare for every possible 
scenario.  

“There’s a surgical guide fabricated 
from that data,” Weber said. “Surgery 
takes a fraction of the time. They heal 
faster and it’s wonderful.”

The prep work is extremely detailed 
for a procedure that normally takes 
several hours. Due to the advancements, 
it can be done in 30 to 60 minutes.

“It takes a team approach to restore 
someone’s smile and construct one arch 
of their mouth,” said Weber. “There’s the 
surgical side, which I do, but that’s done 
in conjunction with the person who 
does the implant. Together, we plan out 
exactly what the final product will be.” 

Weber and Loewenstein, who 
practices at Precision Arts Dental 
Associates in Mount Kisco and 
Ossining, want applicants to feel at ease. 
They conduct an extensive consultation 
with each of their patients and their 
primary care physician.

“My training allows me to know 
how to treat people with different 
backgrounds to make sure they are 
getting the safest treatment possible,” 

Weber said.  
Invariably, treatment has a positive 

impact on each subject, including 
improving their self-esteem, Weber 
said. However, the goal is more than a 
reconstructed mouth. The doctors plan 
to take it a step further by assisting 
the candidate in other aspects of their 
health and life.

“Let’s take a single mom, for example, 
who’s struggling to take care of children. 
We want to find a way to help with the 
local children or work with the local 
boutique to help get the right clothing 
for a job interview,” Weber said. “This 
is a multifaceted second chance in life. 
We’re really passionate and excited 
about it. We love having the privilege 
of treating patients and improving their 
lives and we want to make sure all the 
potential candidates have a chance at it.”

Candidates for the Second Chance 
program have until Sept. 21 to apply. 
Applicants can apply online at http://
northernwestchesteroms.com. The 
terms and conditions are listed on the 
site.

Oral Surgeon’s Program to Provide Patient With ‘Second Chance’

1. Project Blue Book, which compiled 12,618 UFO reports before ending in 1969, was started in 1952 
by which government agency?
   A) US Air Force  B) Department of Defense  C) NASA

2. In what city was the global entertainment company the Blue Man Group founded in 1991?
   A) Tokyo  B) Berlin   C) New York

3. What artist had a “blue period” that lasted from 1901 to 1904?
   A) Henri Matisse  B) Pablo Picasso   C) Edgar Degas

4. The Blue Ridge Parkway runs through Virginia and what other state?
   A) Tennessee  B) North Carolina   C) West Virginia

5. Who wrote and was the first to record the song “Blue Suede Shoes” in 1955?
   A) Carl Perkins  B) Buddy Holly   C) Elvis Presley

6. The Greater Blue Mountains Area, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, is located on which continent?
   A) Africa  B) Asia   C) Australia 

7. What airline uses George Gershwin’s “Rhapsody in Blue” in its commercials? 
   A) American  B) United   C) Jet Blue

8. Which country’s head of state resides in the Blue House? 
   A) Finland        B) The Bahamas  C) South Korea

Once in a Blue Moon. On July 31 a blue moon, the second full moon of the month, will occur. To 
mark this celestial phenomenon, the quiz this week consists of blue themed questions. Good luck 
and don’t get too blue if you cannot get them all correct.

COLOR MY WORLD
By Edward Goralski

ANSWERS:
1. A
2. C
3. B
4. B

5. A
6. C
7. B
8. C

Dr. Zachary Weber of  Northern Westchester Oral 
Surgery in Mount Kisco.

On Sunday, Aug. 2, a hundred 
guests will join together in the 
1798 Quaker Meeting House for a 
wine tasting courtesy of Armonk 
Wines, appetizers and dinner from 
Gavi Restaurant in Armonk and 
desserts courtesy of Happiness In in 
Banksville.

Proceeds from the event will 
be used to Paint-Protect-Preserve 
the Old Brundage Blacksmith 
Shop established by the town’s late 
historian, Doris (Dorrie) Finch 
Watson. She established the fund with 
the proviso that any interest earned 
by the funds in the account would be 
used for the upkeep of the buildings 
on the historical society’s property at 
440 Bedford Rd. in Armonk.  

Historical society President Anna 
Maria Marrone said the trustees 
concluded that the Old Brundage 
Blacksmith Shop needs more funds 
than the interest produced this year. 
Marrone said that when Immediate 
Past President Ree Schultz and 
Corresponding Secretary Sharon 
Tomback suggested a wine tasting 
followed by a dinner, she went to 
work.

As one of the seven incorporators 
of the historical society in 1971, 
Watson was on the front line of 
saving, protecting and preserving 
the four buildings at its Tavern 

Educational Complex, whether the 
task was raising public awareness, 
securing needed funds or selecting 
the proper antique furnishing. She 
was directly responsible for helping to 
bring the Brundage Blacksmith Shop 
and working forge to the society’s 
property. She also led the way to bring 
the East Middle Patent One-Room 
Schoolhouse to the property.  

Watson was instrumental in saving 
the 1798 Quaker Meeting House and 
moving it to the complex. Historic 
Smith’s Tavern is listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places. The entire 
educational complex is a North Castle 
treasure where volunteer docents 
welcome visitors every Wednesday 
from 2 to 4 p.m. and every Sunday 
from 2 to 5 p.m. from April through 
November, excluding holidays.

No. Castle Historical Society Wine 
Tasting, Dinner This Sunday

Doris (Dorrie) Finch Watson
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In past columns, 
I’ve extolled 
the virtues of 
winemakers intent 
on producing 
unadulterated 
wines made from 
grapes that are 
untouched by 
industrial science. 
This trend to 

produce wines in a manner most is in 
line with nature’s influence, not man’s. 
Natural wines can be expected to be 
more representative of the qualities and 
characteristics of a particular grape. 0

I’ve also reported on the unintended 
consequences of industrial products 
and practices on grape growers who are 
committed to produce natural grapes and 
wine. 

Numerous winemakers across the 
globe adhere to natural grape-growing 
techniques, eschewing the marvels – and 
shortcomings – of man-made chemical 
fertilizers, herbicides, fungicides and 
pesticides. Natural winemaking has grown 
significantly over the last decade, with 
popular support for the health of vineyards, 
global farmlands, the atmosphere and 
wine consumers.

Last year, I reported on the effect of 
governmental regulation on a French 
winery owner. Emmanuel Giboulot 

has been maintaining his vineyards 
organically for many years. He eschews 
chemical fertilizers, pesticides and 
herbicides, instead preferring to utilize 
natural methods and products. Among 
other measures, he lays down organic 
fertilizers and promotes an environment 
in his vineyard for beneficial insects that in 
turn control harmful insects. It seems he is 
in harmony with Nature.

However, he was fined, and nearly 
jailed, by the local city government for 
defying an ordinance that required the 
use of Pyrevent, a pesticide used to kill a 
leafhopper insect found to spread disease 
in grapevines. 

Ironically, this ordinance flies in the 
face of a European Union 
initiative that encourages 
the use of organic farming 
to prevent contamination 
of agricultural products and 
the environment.

Much has been written of 
the agricultural industry’s 
business model based on 
increasing productivity and profits in 
direct polarization of organic practices. 
For example, The Monsanto Company 
produces many of the seeds (including 
GMO varieties), pesticides and herbicides 
used by farmers around the world. They 
sell the world’s top-selling herbicide, 
Roundup, and ironically, seeds genetically 

modified to resist the effects of Roundup 
on plants. Today, over 80 percent of all 
corn and soy grown in the United States is 
from genetically engineered seeds.

The dangers of industrial herbicides 
and pesticides are well documented. 
Recently a French laboratory conducted 
tests on wines. They tested 92 bottles of 
wine and found small (non-lethal) traces 
of pesticides in all 92 bottles, a number of 
which were organically produced. Another 
unrelated laboratory test of 300 bottles 
found pesticides in over 90 percent. 

This startling result for organic wines 
may be attributable to a number of factors, 
including shifting winds that carry air-
borne pesticides and herbicides from 

non-organic vineyards 
and other farmlands to 
organically sustained 
vineyards; and higher-
than-normal rainfalls that 
carry atmospheric-trapped 
pesticides and herbicides 
across a wide swath of 
vineyards. 

I’ve reported on several examples of 
the unintended consequences of society’s 
effort to control its own destiny rather than 
working within the context of the natural 
order. An example surfaced last week of a 
winemaker’s susceptibility to industrialized 
agriculture and its consequences. 

An Oregon winemaker initiated a 

lawsuit against a neighboring farm. The 
suit alleges that the fumes of a herbicide 
used by the farm drifted to the highly 
susceptible grapevines, destroying the 
crop. 

Willamette Valley Vineyard claimed that 
12.7 tons of its Pinot Noir grapes were lost, 
the equivalent of 826 cases of wine. The 
winery stated the value of these wines to be 
over $400,000.  

To pinpoint the source of the herbicide, 
the winery enlisted the aid of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture to conduct an 
investigation that, according to the lawsuit, 
ultimately concluded that an herbicide 
drift had occurred from the neighboring 
grass seed farm. 

Does man coexist in harmony with 
nature or at war? What are the unintended 
consequences? It is as if man constantly 
tests the boundaries and capacities of 
nature, expecting the balance will be 
sustained with no material negative 
impact. We are modern man and we are in 
control of our destiny – or are we?

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 20 years 
he has conducted wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

The Unintended Consequences of Living With Nature

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

The best of Chappaqua was on display 
at the July 19 Swim Across America 
fundraising event at Chappaqua Swim & 
Tennis.

The picture-perfect sunny weather 
reflected the optimism of this broad 
community effort. What started eight 
years ago as an off-site, four-person swim, 
has grown to a home event involving more 
than 80 swimmers from six to nearly 60 
years old. Each swimmer swam a half-
mile or mile. Money pledged for the swim 
funded cancer research and treatment.

The fundraising results of the 
Chappaqua swim have increased 
dramatically, with more than $60,000 
in contributions this year. This puts the 
Chappaqua Swim & Tennis effort in the 
top spot for fundraising among all the 
pool swims in Westchester and Long 
Island, an outstanding accomplishment 
for an event that held its first home swim only four years ago.

Olympic silver medalist Bobby Hackett 
of Katonah helped kick-start the swim, 
offering a clinic to all participants. 

This year, many local businesses stood 
alongside the participants to fight cancer, 
contributing food and refreshments for 
the event as well as wonderful prizes 
for raffle and high-end items for silent 
auction. Crabtree’s Kittle House Inn 
donated three wine-tasting dinners 
for two; Mt. Kisco Seafood donated a 

clambake dinner for 10; local jewelers 
Desires by Mikolay and Wilson Jewelers 
donated beautiful jewelry; and the Rachel 
Ray television show donated two tickets 
to an in-studio audience. 

Beneficiaries of the funds include the 
Cancer Support Team, Purchase; Morgan 
Stanley Children’s Hospital at New York 
Presbyterian; Memorial Sloan-Kettering 
Cancer Center, supporting the Swim 
Across America Research Laboratory; 
and The DeMatteo Research Laboratory 
located at Memorial Sloan Kettering 
Cancer Center. 

Chappaqua’s Swim Across America a Rousing Success
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Tuesday, July 28
Italian Language and Culture With 

Mara De Matteo. Born and raised in Italy, 
De Matteo combines lively conversation 
with grammatical instruction in her 
classes, creating interactive lessons on 
the richness of Italian culture, past and 
present, through real-life anecdotes, 
literature, personal memoirs, films and 
photography. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd East, Armonk. 6:30 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

Author Visit. Kevin Woyce, author, 
photographer and lecturer, will present 
“Manhattan Bridges,” a lecture and 
slideshow. Beginning with the wooden 
King’s Bridge that opened in 1693, today 
20 bridges connect Manhattan Island 
with the rest of the world. Come hear the 
stories of Manhattan’s famous crossings, 
including the Brooklyn, Williamsburg, 
Queensboro, Triborough and George 
Washington bridges and how they helped 
to shape the history of Manhattan. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-769-
0548.  

Wednesday, July 29
Master Networker Meeting. Join this 

high-energy interactive membership 
network of learning-based, service-
oriented entrepreneurs and business 
leaders. Come be a guest any Wednesday 
to learn more about this world-class 
business training and referral program. 
Mount Kisco Coach Diner, 252 E. Main 
St., Mount. 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. RSVP suggested. Info and 
RSVP: Contact Julie Genovesi at 303-929-
7203 or e-mail julie@eurobella.net or just 
drop in. 

Zumba Fitness. Achieve long-term 
benefits while having a blast in one 
exciting hour of calorie-burning, body-
energizing, awe-inspiring movements 
meant to engage and captivate for life. For 
all fitness levels. Dance Emotions, 75 S. 
Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. Every Monday 
and Wednesday at 9 a.m. and Saturdays at 
10 a.m. Drop in or weekly discount rates 
available. Info: Contact Peggy at 914 960-
4097.

Pound Fitness Program. A 45-minute 
full-body cardio and stress relief 
jam session, fusing Pilates, cardio, 
plyometrics, isometric movements and 
poses. Using lightly weighted drumsticks 
called Ripstix™ and combining constant 
simulated drumming resulting in working 
the entire body. Dance Emotions, 75 S. 
Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 10:15 a.m. $20. 
Every Wednesday. Info: Contact Peggy at 
914 960-4097.

Senior Benefits Information Center. 
Counselors offer older adults one-on-
one counseling covering a broad range 
of topics including Medicare health and 
prescription plans, food stamps, HEAP, 

EPIC, weatherization, minor home repair 
and tax relief programs. Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 Main St., Mount 
Kisco. 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. Info: 914-231-3260.

Art Discussion Series: Summer 
Exhibits at the Metropolitan Museum 
of Art, Part 2. A closer look at this 
summer’s blockbuster exhibits at the Met. 
We will look at the rooftop installation 
piece, Indian art and the works of John 
Singer Sargent. Led by Professor Valerie 
Franco. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 6:30 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887 or www.
northcastlelibrary.org.

Hadassah Film Festival: “How to Re-
Establish a Vodka Empire.” Chappaqua 
Public Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-238-
4779 or www.chappaqualibrary.org.

New Castle Summer Concert Series: 
The Ronald Reagans Big 80s Band. The 
last Wednesday night concert features 
New York City’s biggest 1980s tribute 
band. It’s also Kids Night as well. New 
Castle Recreation Field, South Greeley 
Avenue, Chappaqua. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 
Visit the Recreation and Parks page at 
www.mynewcastle.org. 

Thursday, July 30
Let Your Yoga Dance Classes. The 

popular Kripalu noon dance class is 
now in Chappaqua! Combines easy 
dance, gentle yoga and great music. 
Come join this noncompetitive, heart 
pumping and joyful experience. Drop-
ins welcome. Dance Emotions, 75 S. 
Greeley Ave., Chappaqua.10 a.m. $20 
per 75-minute class. Every Tuesday and 
Thursday. Info: 914-238-8974 or email 
claudiayogadance@gmail.com.

The Nature of Things. Dr. Deborah 
Mumford will bring her amazing creatures 
to the library. Fun for all ages. Ruth Keeler 
Memorial Library, 276 Titicus Rd., North 
Salem. 4 p.m. Free. Registration required 
(online registration preferred). Info and 
registration: 914-669-5161 or visit www.
ruthkeelermemoriallibrary.org.

Bridge With Joel Goren. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 6 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

Pacman to Minecraft: Videogames 
Then & Now. Teens and Adults are 
invited to this program with Conor 
MacFinn of CG Muse. The videogame 
industry has come a long way since 
the invention of Pacman 35 years ago. 
MacFinn will take you on a journey 
through the history of the art form and 
hear the highly entertaining stories of this 
rapidly developing industry, including its 
colorful characters, industrial intrigues, 
bitter rivalries, how Japan made it big and 
where we are today. Mount Pleasant Public 
Library, 350 Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 7 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-769-0548.

Zumba Fitness Class. Addie-Tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza (lower level), Pleasantville. 7 to 8 
p.m. $15 a class. $29 for four classes. $55 
for eight classes. Meets every Thursday. 
Also Saturdays from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. Info: 
917-215-1720, e-mail AddietudeDance@
gmail.com or visit www.Addie-tude.com.

Friday, July 31
Menus in the Movies: “Julie & Julia.” 

Discussion led by food author and film 
buff Carol Durst. Chappaqua Public 
Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 
7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-238-4779 or www.
chappaqualibrary.org.

Friday Night Films: “Fire.” This 1996 
Indian-Canadian romantic drama is 
the first installment of the incendiary 
Elements trilogy by director Deepa 
Mehta. Set in 1942, the film follows the 
lives of two women in unhappy marriages 
while also dealing with freedom of speech, 
women’s rights and homosexuality. This 
film continues to be very controversial 
in India, while garnering international 
accolades and acclaim abroad. In Hindi 
with English Subtitles, Adult content. 
Post-screening discussion led by 
Professor Valerie Franco. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

“Guys and Dolls.” A production by 
the Mount Pleasant Community Theatre. 
Directed and choreographed by Rose 
Cremonese Norton. Westlake High 
School’s John S. Whearty Theatre, 825 
West Lake Drive, Thornwood. 8 p.m. 
$22. Seniors and students: $18. Also Aug. 
1, 7 and 8 at 8 p.m., Aug. 2 at 2 p.m. and 
Aug. 6 at 7:30 p.m. Info and tickets: 914-
773-9171 or 914-769-0958 or visit www.
mpctshows.com.

Saturday, Aug. 1
Pleasantville Farmers Market. 

Come experience the largest farmers 
market in Westchester, the one voted 
Best of Westchester 2014 by the readers 
of Westchester Magazine. With over 
55 vendors, seven nearby parking lots 
and creative weekly programming, it’s 
a delicious good time every Saturday. 
Memorial Plaza, Pleasantville. 8:30 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Rain or shine. Info: Visit www.
pleasantvillefarmersmarket.org.

Chappaqua Farmers Market. Brining 
locally-raised and produced food to the 
community in a weekly market, creating 
a connection between shoppers and 
small-scale food producers in the region. 
Featuring about 40 vendors weekly. 
Also includes music, children’s activities 
and a food demonstration. Chappaqua 
train station, Chappaqua. 8:30 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Every Saturday. Info: Visit www.
chappaquafarmersmarket.org.

Mount Kisco Farmers Market. St. 
Mark’s Church, 85 Main St., Mount Kisco. 

9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Info: Visit https://www.
facebook.com/MtKiscoFarmersMarket.

Adult Salsa Class. Addie-Tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza (lower level), Pleasantville. 11 a.m. 
to noon. Free. $12. Every Saturday. Also 
Mondays from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Info: 917-
215-1720 or visit www.addie-tude.com.

Teaching Trails: A Community Path 
for Environmental Education. Join 
guided trail experience through the 
woodland forest. Discover who left that 
track, which tree makes the best animal 
home or which plant makes its own 
heat to help melt through the late winter 
ice. Program runs about 30 minutes. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 11:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Saturday and Sunday. Info: 914-723-3470 
or visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Pound Fitness Program. A 45-minute 
full-body cardio and stress relief 
jam session, fusing Pilates, cardio, 
plyometrics, isometric movements and 
poses. Using lightly weighted drumsticks 
called Ripstix™ and combining constant 
simulated drumming resulting in working 
the entire body. TADA Theatre And 
Dance Arts, 131 Bedford Rd., Katonah. 
11:45 a.m. $20. Every Saturday; also 
Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. Info: Contact 
Peggy at 914 960-4097.

Remedies and Edibles. Take a walk 
and explore with a naturalist a walk 
plants’ various uses along the way. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 2 p.m. Members: $5 per 
person. Non-members: $8 per person. 
Info: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Bach to Blues. A little bit of everything 
– Bach to Chopin, Piazzolla to Gershwin. 
Clarinetist Thomas Piercy is joined by 
Sergio Sandi on piano. Chappaqua Public 
Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 
3 p.m. Free. Info: 914-238-4779 or www.
chappaqualibrary.org.

Tribute to the King. Garry Wesley, 
not only bears an uncanny physical 
resemblance to Elvis, but he has perfected 
those famous gyrating moves. His 
impeccable voice completes his multi-
award winning tribute to the king of rock 
‘n’ roll. Westchester Broadway Theatre, 1 
Broadway Plaza, Elmsford. Dinner at 6:45 
p.m. Dinner at 8:30 p.m. $90 per person 
(plus tax). Info and tickets: 914-592-2222 
or visit www.BroadwayTheatre.com.

Sunday, Aug. 2
Heritage of India Festival. Featuring 

the delicious foods of India, live music, 
folk dancing and cultural performances. 
There will also be a fashion show 
showcasing colorful native clothing. 
Visitors can also browse a merchandise 
bazaar where a variety of vendors will 
be selling Indian clothing, jewelry, CDs, 

continued on page 24

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Martin Wilbur at mwilbur@theexaminernews.com.com.
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World financial 
markets heaved a 
sigh of relief when 
Greece and the 
European Union 
seemed to come to 
a recent agreement, 
dispelling previous 
jitters over the 
possibility that the 
country would 
default on billions 

in debt.
The Dow Jones Industrial Average had 

been down significantly in the middle of the 
crisis, but headed straight back up with the 
announcement of the agreement. In truth, 
while few actually want to see the small 
European country go into “receivership,” 
it may have little in the way of long-term, 
worldwide impact even if the country 
collapsed financially, although its financial 
demise could be inconvenient in some 
quarters.

Economically speaking, Greece is about 
the same size as Louisiana, although most 
people who live in Louisiana don’t celebrate 
in the streets if the state government rejects 
a plan to pay off its mounting debt. More to 

the point, Greece makes up about .3 percent 
of the global economy. On an international 
scale its financial woes amount to a hiccup.

That doesn’t alter the fact that the 
problems of one small country can 
have a major impact on the rest of the 
industrialized world. Yet, many of the 
concerns surrounding the ongoing drama 
in Greece are political in origin, and include 
fears that other members of the EU, namely 
Portugal, Italy, Ireland and Spain, will take a 
similar approach to their debt issues.

Nonetheless, there are many reasons why 
the EU’s problems don’t necessarily spell 
disaster for American investors, and in fact 
may offer more opportunities.

For starters, this isn’t the EU’s first go-
around with Greece’s debt, and now Greece 
primarily is financially obligated to large 
semipublic lending institutions, not private 
banks. Aside from those institutions, those 
that are at risk of losing investments by 
backing Greece are mostly private hedge 
fund investors. 

Private sector exposure to Greek debt 
is much smaller than it was the last time 
Greece neared default, and many analysts 
believe that the relative health of European 
banks can be a stabilizing factor. Foreign 

investments in Greek banks totaled $46 
billion at the end of 2014, down significantly 
compared to the $300 billion at stake in 
2010, and that debt is spread around.

Thus, one man’s weed may be another’s 
wildflower and one country’s problems 
may spell opportunity for investors who 
take the time to analyze the ongoing 
drama in Greece and which stocks could 
be adversely, or positively, affected by the 
turmoil.

For instance, some analysts are advising 
that now is a good time for investors to 
consider U.S. equities in 
health care, industrial and 
information technology 
while playing down 
telecommunication 
services, materials and 
utilities. 

Others note that there has been an 
impact on U.S. bond prices partly because 
the American government has little direct 
financial involvement with Greece, and 
the majority of Greek government bonds 
are held by European countries. Thus, 
the crisis has created a “flight to quality,” 
spurring sales of American bonds, which 
has resulted in 10-year bond yields falling 

as low as 2.32 percent. 
Regardless, successful investors will 

seek out sufficient information to make 
informed decisions on what investment 
sectors could be adversely impacted by 
the chaos in Greece, and which others 
may be immune or even thrive. There is 
movement in the market and when there 
is movement there is opportunity, if your 
decisions are guided by thorough research 
instead of speculation.

Greece’s financial woes may be a boon to 
tourists. Travelers there are reporting lower 

hotel prices and empty 
roads, as Greek residents 
reduce car travel due to 
high gas prices. Tourism 
makes up some 15 percent 
of the country’s gross 

domestic product, so why not consider 
investing a little time under the blue sky 
over Mykonos, boating around Corfu or 
sampling stuffed grape leaves on Santorini 
– as long as you are not dipping into your 
retirement fund to pay for it.

Kevin Peters is a managing director and 
financial adviser with Morgan Stanley 
Wealth Management in Purchase. He can 
be reached at 914-225-6680. 

Greece on Slippery Slope, But U.S. Stocks on Solid Ground

The Prudent 
Portfolio

By Kevin Peters

The information contained in this column is not a solicitation to purchase or sell investments. Any information presented is general in nature and not intended to provide indi-
vidually tailored investment advice. The strategies and/or investments referenced may not be suitable for all investors as the appropriateness of a particular investment or strategy 

will depend on an investor’s individual circumstances and objectives. The views expressed herein are those of the author and may not necessarily reflect the views of Morgan Stanley 
Wealth Management, or its affiliates Morgan Stanley Smith Barney, LLC, Member SIPC.
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DVDs and delicious Indian cuisine. 
Traditional Rangoli art and other craft 
exhibitions will be displayed as well. 
Kensico Dam Plaza, Valhalla. 12:30 to 
6:30 p.m. Free. Info: 914-864-PARK or 
visit www.parks.westchestergov.com.

The Long Migration. Learn about 
Birds of Prey and get to know some of 
the local migrants. Greenburgh Nature 
Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 2 p.m. 
Members: $5 per person. Non-members: 
$8 per person. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit 
www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Argentine Tango Dances. Great music 
and dancing on a 3,500-square-foot 
dance floor. Enjoy a pleasant time with 
friends. Refreshments served. Broadway 
26 Dance, 26 Broadway, Hawthorne. 3 
to 6 p.m. $12. Also the third Saturday of 
each month from 8 p.m. to midnight. $16. 
Info: 914-725-3023 or 914-484-5101 or 
e-mail sampelayo@optonline.net.

Monday, Aug. 3
Knitting Group. Hats for our 

servicemen and women overseas and 
other ongoing projects for care centers 
and hospitals. Clinton Street Center, 1A 
Clinton St., Pleasantville. 9:30 to 11:30 
a.m. Free. Every Monday. Info: 914-769-
2021.

Wild Encounters Story Time. Nature 
discovery for youngsters. Enjoy a nature-

themed story and discover the wonders 
of nature while exploring fields, forests 
or landscaped grounds. Dress for outdoor 
activity. Except in extreme weather 
conditions, a portion of each class is 
spent outdoors. For children three to 
five years old; with a parent or caregiver. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 1 to 2 p.m. Members: $9 
per child. Non-member: $12 per child. 
Every Monday. Info: 914-723-3470 or 
visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.  

Look Good…Feel Better®. A workshop 
that teaches beauty techniques to women 
undergoing cancer treatment. Includes 
a hair consultation with a professional 
stylist and a makeup consultation with a 
cosmetologist. Attendees can take home 
a complementary wig and a make-up kit 
donated by cosmetic companies. Phelps 
Memorial Hospital Center, Room 545, 
755 N. Broadway, Sleepy Hollow. 6 to 8 
p.m. Free. Registration required. Info and 
registration: 914-366-3315 or 914-366-
3421.

Zumba Class. Open to all. Drop-ins 
welcome; no membership needed. PFX, 101 
Castleton St., Pleasantville. 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
$10 a class. Every Monday. Info: Contact 
Amy Olin at olin.amyj@gmail.com.

Telephone Support Group for Women 
With Metastatic Breast Cancer. This 
Support Connection group offers the 
opportunity to share information and 
experiences with women across the 

country who are living with breast cancer. 
Share information and experiences. 
Confidentially discuss concerns and gain 
support from others who understand 
from the comfort of home. Open to 
women nationwide living with recurrent, 
advanced stage or metastatic breast 
cancer. 8 p.m. Free. Also Aug. 31. Pre-
registration required. Info and pre-
registration: Contact Support Connection 
at 914-962-6402 or 800-532-4290.

Tuesday, Aug. 4
POW: The History of Superhero 

Movies. Clive Young will present this fast-
paced history of super-powered cinema, 
from the Saturday morning serials 
of yesteryear to today’s blockbusters. 
With the help of video clips, Young will 
go behind the scenes to explore how 
Hollywood’s superheroes have changed 
with times and the technologies available. 
A family friendly program for all ages. 
Mount Pleasant Public Library, 350 
Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 7 p.m. Free. 
Info: 914-769-0548.

Wednesday, Aug. 5
Mind Games. A fun program for 

seniors to help stimulate their minds 
and improve cognitive functioning – 
memory, visual recall, problem solving, 
focus and speed and spatial reasoning – 
by playing group games. Phelps Memorial 
Hospital Center’s boardroom, 701 N. 

Broadway, Sleepy Hollow. 2 to 3:30 p.m. 
Free. Registration required. Info and 
registration: 914-366-3937.

Naloxone Training. Participants 
will learn to use Naloxone, a lifesaving 
antidote that can be used on an individual 
who is experiencing an opioid overdose. 
Naloxone kits and prescriptions will be 
handed out to individuals who complete 
the training. Sponsored by state Sen. 
David Carlucci. Ossining Public Library, 
53 Croton Ave., Ossining. 6 to 8 p.m. 
Free. Registration required. Info and 
registration: 845-623-3627.

Breast, Ovarian and Gynecological 
Cancer Support Group. Northern 
Westchester Hospital at Chappaqua 
Crossing, 480 Bedford Rd., Chappaqua. 
7 p.m. Free. Meets the first Wednesday of 
every month. Registration required. Info 
and registration: 914-962-6402 or 800-
532-4290.

“Xanadu.” Play Group Theater, 
Westchester’s theater for children and 
teens, presents this Tony-nominated 
musical featuring music and lyrics by 
Jeff Lynne and John Farrar. Based on the 
book by Douglas Carter Beane. Directed 
by Nathan Winkelstein with musical 
direction by Danny Bernstein. Mainstage 
Theater, 1 N. Broadway, Suite 111, White 
Plains. 7 p.m. $15. Seniors and children 
(under 12): $12. Also Aug. 10 and 13. Info 
and tickets: 914-946-4433 or visit. www.
playgroup.org.

By Pat Casey 
Ongoing discussions between the Town 

of Greenburgh and the administration of 
Pets Alive Westchester to try to keep the 
no-kill animal shelter open in Elmsford 
are continuing this week.

After a press release was circulated 
by the shelter stating its intention to 
restructure the organization by closing 
its Westchester facility, Greenburgh 
Supervisor Paul Feiner and a group 
of residents and the town questioned 
whether Pets Alive had the right to sell the 
land that had been specifically donated to 
use as an animal shelter. Pets Alive paid 
$10 for the property.

Feiner called an emergency meeting 
last week at town hall that was well-
attended and turned emotional.

Feiner said town Councilman Francis 
Sheehan and Town Attorney Tim Lewis 
had discovered a deed restriction that 
prohibits Pets Alive selling the property 
to a commercial developer. 

The deed specifically states that “the 
grantee, its successors and assigns 
shall use the said premises solely and 
exclusively for park, recreational, or 
general municipal purposes or as an 
animal shelter in perpetuity.” 

Feiner, Sheehan and Lewis met with 

Pets Alive representatives to discuss 
the possibility of the animal welfare 
group continuing operation of the no-
kill shelter or to allow another nonprofit 
animal rights organization to manage the 
shelter’s operations.  

“I do not believe that Pets Alive should 
be able to keep the land if they are not 
going to use the land for a shelter,” Feiner 
said. “Pets Alive should either give the 
land back to animal rights advocates who 
can take over the responsibilities of the 
shelter or if they sell the land 100 percent 
of the funds raised should be used to find 
another location in Westchester County.”

Feiner also explained that the building 
used by the shelter was built with private 
donations. 

“Hundreds of volunteers have worked 
long and hard to provide important 
services to animal lovers. Many terrific 
matches were made by the shelter 
volunteers, helping to find homes for 
pets,” he said.

“Because the land was donated to 
the shelter, I strongly believe that Pet’s 
Alive should not be allowed to sell the 
land and make a profit at the expense 
of Westchester. Westchester residents, 
animal lovers, community leaders need 

to strategize and plan an aggressive effort 
to keep the shelter operating here in 
Westchester,” Feiner continued.

In the original press release that was 
dated July 16, Pets Alive management 
said in addition to the problems with 
the building, they were also taking into 
consideration the operating costs for the 
more than 30,000-square-foot structure. 
Much of that space goes unused but still 
needs to be heated, cooled and cared for.

“The Pets Alive organization believes we 
have a fiscal responsibility to our donors,” 
Pets Alive Chief Financial Officer Jenessa 
Cutler said in the release. “Although the 
decision was difficult, we cannot continue 
to spend our donor’s funds on a building 
that cannot be properly repaired and costs 
a phenomenal amount just to maintain. 
This restructuring will allow us to focus 
more on our mission to save the lives of 
the animals that need us.”

The Board of Pets Alive is meeting this 
week and Feiner expects to have another 
sit-down between town and shelter 
representatives on Thursday to explore 
the possibilities of maintaining the facility 
in Westchester.

Any animals that remained at the 
facility would have been transferred to 
the organization’s Middletown location.

More Talks Scheduled to Avoid Pets Alive Shelter Closure

continued from page 22

The Pets Alive Westchester no-kill animal shelter is located on property that was donated to the nonprofit 
organization.
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By Jerry Eimbinder
Chris Raimo, the owner of Buon 

Amici in White Plains, skipped a grade 
growing up and finished high school 
when he was only 16 years old. Following 
graduation, he went to work at Pas-Tina’s 
Ristorante in Hartsdale, starting out as a 
kitchen helper, moving up to busboy and 
eventually to waiter. Seven years later, 
when illnesses befell both of his parents, 
he took time off to help out at home.

“I had saved a lot money often 
working double shifts,” Raimo said, “so 
when I was ready to return to work, I 
had enough to open a restaurant.” 

Shortly before his 25th birthday, 
Raimo and a partner opened Buon 
Amici (“Good Friends” in Italian) in the 
space on Central Avenue 
formerly occupied by 
Mamma Caramela. 
Raimo bought his 
partner’s share of the 
restaurant in 2006.

“The menu has changed little since we 
opened in February 2000,” Raimo said. 
“The big difference is in the specials we 
have introduced.”

Raimo said that special entrees began 
to take prominence after Victor Falcon 
came aboard as executive chef 10 years 
ago. 

“Our most popular special is osso buco, 
served with homemade Pappardelle 
in a tasty vegetable red gravy,” Raimo 
mentioned.

No wonder. Falling-off-the-bone 
tenderness is exemplified by this savory 
dish at Buon Amici. Congratulazioni, 
Chef Falcon.

Oher popular entrees are black pepper 
encrusted sliced chicken over pasta 
($22.95); a 10-ounce filet mignon with 
port wine sauce ($35.95); beef braciole; 
veal or chicken martini; chicken cordon 
bleu; and double-cut veal chop.

Many appetizers are offered as specials 
and frequently include stuffed and 
breaded eggplant with fresh pomodoro 
sauce ($13.95) and clams casino ($13.95).

The most popular dish on the regular 
menu is chicken scarpariello (with the 
chicken on or off the bone). This dish 
includes sausage, fresh rosemary, garlic, 
white wine sauce and a choice of hot or 
sweet peppers ($18.95). 

Appetizers on the regular menu 
include cold antipasto ($9.95) and crab 
cakes, scampi style ($10.95). There are 
many pasta choices on the regular menu 
that begin at $14.95, chicken dishes 
starting at $17.95 and veal and seafood 
dishes priced at $19.95 and up.

On a given night, Raimo said, more 
specials than dishes on the regular menu 
come out of the kitchen.

Refreshing summer beverages include 
a coconut martini and a French martini. 

Wines are predominately from Italy, 
California and Chile. Seven red wines 
and five white wines can be ordered 
by the glass. Sangria is also offered 
by the glass, half carafe or full carafe 
and a popular after dinner drink is a 
cappuccino martini. 

Tables by the windows are separated 
from the main dining area by an 
architecturally impressive, multi-arch 
wall. White tablecloths, red napkins and 
an abundance of space between tables 
help to make dining here pleasurable. 
The bar is separated from the dining area 
by a floor-to-ceiling wall populated with 
small photos of customers, guests and 
sports figures.

Undoubtedly, the 
restaurant’s $10.95 
prix-fixe luncheon 
menu is one of the 
best bargains in 

Westchester. Main course 
portions are generous and a salad and 
coffee or tea are included in the lunch 
charge. Free lunch delivery service is 
available Monday through Friday.

There are two dining rooms, with the 
upstairs one also serving as a party room 
and is capable of accommodating up to 
90 people. Catering packages for on- or 
off-site parties are available.

Reservations are definitely 
recommended since this is a very 

popular place. 
Lunch is served Monday through 

Friday from 11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. The 
dinner hours are 3:30 to 10 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday, 3:30 to 11 p.m. on 
Friday and Saturday and 4 to 10 p.m. on 
Sunday.

Two parking lots are available — one 
across the street (look for the Buon 
Amici sign at its entrance), the other in 

back. Valet parking is offered at dinner 
time Wednesday through Sunday and 
street parking (meter feeding not needed 
after 6 p.m.) is available as well.

Buon Amici is located at 238 
Central Ave. in White Plains. For more 
information, call 914-997-1399 or visit 
www.buonamicirestaurant.com.

Osso Buco Among Best-Sellers at Buon Amici in White Plains

Westchester’s Most Delicious Dishes  
Chicken in the Pot at Ben’s of Scarsdale  
By Jerry Eimbinder

One of Westchester’s most tempting 
in-house bargains is chicken in the pot 
at Ben’s of Scarsdale. It is offered every 
Wednesday after 4 p.m. for $14.99, plus 
tax. 

This generous portion of tasty food 
for hearty eaters includes an oversized 
matzo ball, kreplach, noodles, peas and 
carrots accompanied by a huge serving 
of chicken protruding in a large potful of 
soup. Patrons nosh on freshly made cole 
slaw and pickles while waiting for their 
pots to arrive.

This is not the only good-eating deal 
offered on Wednesdays at Ben’s. Also 
available for the same $14.95 are corned 
beef with cabbage and boiled potato; meat 
loaf with mashed potatoes, rich brown 
gravy and corn; and a chef ’s choice that 
changes weekly.

On Wednesdays only customers who 
spend at least $15 on an in-house dinner 
can show their checks to the takeout 
counter clerk and get a $5 discount on 
take-out orders totaling $25 or more.

There is a Thursday dining deal after 4 
p.m. as well — a turkey dinner with the 
trimmings for $19.99, plus tax. This meal 

includes soup, fresh roast turkey (choice 
of white or dark meat) with cranberry 
sauce and gravy, lumpy mashed potatoes, 
Ronnie’s stuffing (named after Ben’s 
founder and CEO Ronnie Dragoon), peas 
and carrots, and coffee or tea. Add a glass 
of wine for $5.

Al Olle, the marketing coordinator for 
Ben’s Restaurant Group, said that coupons 
are also appearing in various mailing 
campaigns, including buy-one-get-one-
free offers for entrees. The coupons have 
conditions and an expiration date of Aug. 
21.

For an extra dollar, traditional 
delicatessen lovers can order lean meat 
versions of hot pastrami or corned beef on 
rye (priced at $12.99 for the conventional 
versions). For customers having trouble 
deciding on whether to order corned beef 
or pastrami, both come as a combination 
on mini challah rolls for $19.99.

A Hebrew National beef hot dog with 
a choice of French fries or a knish and a 
fountain soda has a combination price of 
$8.99. The frankfurter can be topped with 
chili for an additional $1.99.

The restaurant offers kosher food for 
dining, takeout and catering; it has two 

dining levels and a seating capacity of 220.
The dining room is open Sunday 

through Thursday from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
and Friday and Saturday from 11 a.m. to 
10 p.m. The restaurant opens for takeout 
every day at 9 a.m. 

Ben’s of Scarsdale is located at 718 
Central Park Ave. in Scarsdale and has a 
parking lot. It is located across the street 
from the Greenburgh Fire Department 
firehouse. For more information, call 914-
468-2367 or visit www.bensdeli.net.

JERRY EIMBINDER PHOTO
Ben’s of  Scarsdale, which opened in January.

JERRY EIMBINDER PHOTOS
Buon Amici opened in White Plains 15 
years ago

Right: Chef  Victor Falcon, left, and Chris 
Raimo, founder and owner, of  Buon Amici 
in White Plains. 
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EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 072815

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR

AUCTIONS
Log Home in Ski Country on 15+ Ac. 
3BR, 2.5BA, Exposed Beams. Foreclosure 
Auction: August 25. Near skiing, snow-
boarding, hiking in Danby, VT. THCAuc-
tion.com 800-634-7653

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

FOR SALE
TWO RESERVOIR BOATS WITH 
FISHING POLES.  Salt water and res-
ervoir.  Call for more information. (914) 
218-8704

HELP WANTED
NURSES: LPN The Franciscan Sisters 
of the Atonement, Graymoor, Putnam 
County, Rt. 9, Garrison, care for their ag-
ing Sisters in a home environment.  Li-
censed LPNs with geriatric experience 
needed.  Full-Time 11pm–7am shift, Per-
Diem 3pm-11pm & 11pm-7am. shifts. 
Email resume to hrdept@graymoor.org 
or fax 845-230-8489.

HOUSEKEEPER The Franciscan Sisters 
of the Atonement, Graymoor, Putnam 
County, Rt. 9, Garrison are in need of a 
Full-Time housekeeper for their aging 
Sisters in a home environment.  Email 
resume to hrdept@graymoor.org or fax 
845-230-8489.

***SECURITY GUARDS NEEDED 
ASAP*** Looking for reliable, mature, 
punctual guards to work in retail stores 
in Somers. F/T-P/T available. Must have 
NYS guard license and able to work week-

ends. D/L and car a plus! CALL US NOW 
718-544-3949.

Can You Dig It? Heavy Equipment Op-
erator Career! We Offer Training and Cer-
tifications Running Bulldozers, Backhoes 
and Excavators. Lifetime Job Placement. 
VA Benefits Eligible! 1-866-362-6497

ATTEND AVIATION COLLEGE Get 
FAA approved Aviation Maintenance 
training. Financial aid for qualified stu-
dents. Job placement assistance. Call AIM 
for free information 866-296-7093

SUNY Potsdam is seeking a full-time 
Assistant University Financial Analyst. 
To apply and view essential job require-
ments and qualifications, visit https://em-
ployment.potsdam.edu, job posting No. 
U-00068.

IN HOME PET SITTING
Pleasant Paws Inn  LLC  Catering to the 
most discerning dog owners in Westches-
ter.  Our home will be their home. 24/7 
one on one love. Boarding, daycare, walks 
& transportation services available. Book 
a reservation at info@pleasantpawsinn.
com or 914-773-2020 or 914-906-8414. 9 
Hobby St., Pleasantville.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of Joanne Smith 
Travel, LLC. Arts. Of Org. filed with 
SSNY on 07/06/15.  Office location: West-
chester County.  SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process may be 
served.  SSNY shall mail process to Wil-
liam J. Florence, Jr., Esq., One Park Place, 
Suite 300, Peekskill, New York 10566.  
Purpose:  any lawful act or activity.

MISCELLANEOUS
CHECK ENGINE LIGHT ON - IN-
SPECTION OVERDUE. Call Gary (914) 
539-6881

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-

mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

VACATION RENTALS
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open 
daily. Holiday Resort Services. 1-800-
638-2102. Online reservations: www.holi-
dayoc.com

WANTED
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry, 
books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT 
914-654-1683 

CASH for Coins! Buying Gold & Silver. 
Also Stamps, Paper Money, Comics, En-
tire Collections, Estates. Travel to your 
home. Call Marc in NY: 1-800-959-3419

WANTED TO BUY
CASH FOR DIABETIC TEST STRIPS 
Up to $35/Box! Sealed & Unexpired. Pay-
ment Made SAME DAY. Highest Prices 
Paid!! Call Jenni Today! 800-413-3479 
www.CashForYourTestStrips.com

We are seeking candidates with a safe driving record and a valid Commercial Drivers License 
(CDL) with passenger and air brake endorsements.  Average first-year earnings range from 
$45,000 - $50,000. Starting mileage rates range from 54.5¢ to 56¢/mile.

Outstanding benefits for Bus Drivers include: paid vacation; paid holidays; 401k with Company match; 
excellent health, dental and vision insurance; bus pass for travel on our lines; and safety/incentive bonus.

 

Full-Time Bus Drivers Wanted

EOE / AA / M / F / Vet / Disability
Visit www.trailwaysny.com for an application or call 800-225-6815, ext. 0.

See Web Site for Details, Photos, & Full Terms

(518) 895-8150  x103
www.collarcityauctions.com

ONLINE ONLY AUCTION
By Order of Secured Creditors + Private Consignors & Job Completion Surplus

Poley Paving, Placid Property Maintenance Corp, 
F&F Contracting + Additions

Accepting Quality Consignments until 7/28.
Auction Site: The Auction, 9423 Western Tpke. (Rte. 20), Delanson, NY (Schenectady)

Bidding Starts: 8/1   •   Begins Closing: 8/14 11:00 AM (EST)
Preview: 8/13: 9-2 & 8/14: 8-10 

Late Model Repossessed Paving Equipment, Pavers, Rollers, Seal-Coat, Loaders, Dumps, 
Truck Tractors, Excavators, Dozers, Concrete Equipment, Lowboy, Open and Enclosed 
Trailers, Quarry Dump Truck, Forklifts, Snow Pushers, 15+- Plow Trucks, Salters, Service 
Trucks, Concrete Pump, Simon Concrete Forms, Support Equip. Inventory, Property 
Maintenance: Skag Mowers, Snow Blowers, Walk Behind & Zero Turn, Hand Tools & More!

Site Phone: 518-258-8454 During Preview and Removal

To Place a  
Classified Ad 

Call 914-864-0878
or e-mail 

classifieds@the 
examinernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays  
at 5pm for  

the next week’s  
publication
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ExaminerSports
By Monica D’Ippolito

There were plenty of postgame 
fireworks at Dutchess Stadium this 
past weekend. Too bad none of them 
were sparked by the Hudson Valley 
Renegades’ bats. 

The ‘Gades, now 18-17, were swept in 
a three-game series by the State College 
Spikes, starting with Friday evening’s 
2-0 outcome that was decided by an 
early error. A costly miscue in the first 
inning led to both of the Spikes’ runs 
and left Hudson Valley manager Tim 
Parenton lamenting a game that slipped 
away. 

“Pitchers made pitches, our guys 
didn’t adjust to it, that’s what happens,” 
Parenton said afterwards. “We work 
every day on it. At practice, we have 
one round specifically about driving 
in runners — infield in, infield back 
— and our guys do a good job with it, 
usually.”

Renegades starting pitcher Angel 
Yepez ran into early trouble soon after 
retiring State College’s leadoff hitter. 
With two runners aboard, Yepez 
yielded a hard-hit ball to short off the 
bat of Leobaldo Pina. Hudson Valley’s 
Michael Russell couldn’t secure the 
grounder and was charged with an 
error after the ball grazed off his glove, 
allowing both runners to score. 

Yepez managed to get out of the 
inning and settled down from there. He 
blanked the Spikes over his final five 
innings on the mound, only allowing 
five hits and striking out three batters.

“Its tough, a ground ball to our 
shortstop we don’t make a play,” 
said Parenton, who continues to be 
impressed by Yepez, a 20-year-old 
native of Venezuela. “Angel’s pitched 
well all year for us. He’ll be fine. He’ll 
come out in his next start and do the 
same thing, we hope.”

The Renegades had chances 
throughout the game to put some runs 
on the scoreboard, but never quite got 
the job done.

In the bottom of the first inning, 
Jake Cronenworth led off with a single 
and Russell followed with a walk. 
But the Spikes’ starting pitcher, Juan 
Perez, tightened up and retired Matt 
Dacey, Manny Sanchez and Cade Gotta 
in succession to escape the inning 
unscathed.

Perez retired the Renegades in order 
in the second and third innings before 
Gotta reached him for a two-out double 
in the fourth. But Angel Moreno 
grounded to third to end the inning. 

State College, a St. Louis Cardinals 
affiliate, gave the Renegades a few gifts 
in the fifth, but they couldn’t capitalize. 
Jose Paez led off the inning and reached 
on an error and Nic Wilson followed 
with a base hit down the third-base 
line. After Taylor Hawkins struck out 
looking for the first out of the inning, 
Cronenworth earned a walk that loaded 
the bases.

After a State College mound meeting, 
Perez remained in the game, determined 
to get out of the inning with his shutout 
intact.  He proceeded to catch Russell 
looking on a 2-2 count, then forced 
Dacey to pop out to left field to end the 
inning after falling behind in the count 
3-0.

Dacey has now gone just 5-for-36 
since collecting four hits and five runs 
batted in during a win over Batavia two 
weeks ago. He was 9-for-18 with 10 RBI 
in his first four games in the New York-

Penn League before cooling off.
“We just come out here tomorrow, 

he’ll get his swings in in the cage and 
he’ll get his swings in during BP,” 
Parenton said of Dacey. “And you know 
the pitcher made some nice changeups 
there, in 3-1, 3-2 counts, which get him 
out front and popped a couple. But he’ll 
be fine.”

The Renegades, facing relief pitcher 
Landon Beck, got a two-out double to 
left from Taylor Hawkins in the seventh, 
but the inning ended with Cronenworth 
grounding out to second base. An 
inning later, Russell led off with a line 
single to left. But he was quickly erased 
when Dacey bounced into a double play. 

Hudson Valley’s final shot came in 
the bottom of the ninth when, with one 

out, Moreno reached on an infield hit 
and Paez knocked a chopper through 
the right side of the infield for another 
single. But Beck struck out Wilson 
looking and then got Hawkins to 
ground out to third base to secure the 
save and the State College victory.

“After the first two hits and the 
error, it was a real good ballgame,” 
said Parenton, whose team hosts the 
Brooklyn Cyclones on Tuesday and 
Thursday night this week. “It’s just their 
pitcher made some pitches and we just 
couldn’t get the ball in play when we 
had chances to get hits. We put the ball 
in play a couple times, but just not hits.”

Starting pitcher Benton Moss of  the Renegades 
delivers to the plate early in Saturday’s home 
game vs. the State College Spikes. 

Renegades relief  pitcher Christopher Crisostomo 
rears back and fires in the fifth inning vs. the 
visiting Spikes. 

Hudson Valley shortstop Michael Russell winds up 
on the turf  Saturday evening after a futile  attempt 
to rob State College of  a base hit.

State College’s Jesse Jenner blasted a two-run 
homer in the second inning to help carry the 
Spikes to a win Saturday at Dutchess Stadium.

The Renegades’ Angel Moreno hits a grounder 
to third during Saturday’s 6-2 loss at Dutchess 
Stadium.

Renegades second baseman Jake Cronenworth 
throws to first to complete a fourth-inning double 
play in Saturday’s game vs. State College.

Renegades manager Tim Parenton watches from 
the third base coach’s box during Saturday’s 
game. 
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Renegades’ Bats Silenced by the State College Spikes
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BOYS’ LACROSSE
2015

A Look Back

Fox Lane’s Cullen Morgan gets ready to fire a shot 
at the goal.

John Plimpton of  Briarcliff  passes the ball during 
a Bears’ home game.

Joseph Ferri of  Westlake moves the ball along the 
right sideline during the Wildcats’ home game vs. 
Rye Neck.

Nate Morris of  Greeley races along the left 
sideline with the ball in a home game vs. the 
Westlake Wildcats.

Greeley’s Jacob Brandes tries to slip past 
Westlake’s Frank Spaziante during a midseason 
game in Chappaqua.

Westlake’s Owen Peterson is challenged by Matt 
Berger of  Byram Hills as he moves toward the 
cage.

Baylor Rosenbaum of  Pleasantville controls the 
ball during the Panthers’ victory over Bronxville 
in the sectional final.

Horace Greeley’s Sam Mishkind keeps the ball 
protected as he runs around Westlake’s Nick 
Colabatistto during a Quaker home game.

Westlake’s Robert DiNota rushes up the field with 
the ball during a Wildcat home game.

Danny Millner of  Briarcliff  runs behind the back of  
the goal during a home game vs. Haldane.

Byram Hills goalie Wesley Cutler keeps his eyes on a loose ball near the cage in the Bobcats’ sectional 
game vs. visiting Somers.

Pleasantville’s Josh Della Puca tries to run past Briarcliff’s Owen Lynch during a Panther home game.
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Byram Hills’ Connor Taub is closely guarded in a 
Bobcat midseason road game vs. Harrison.

Briarcliff’s Stefano Paone tries to dodge his way 
past Pleasantville’s Dante Bolla in the latest 
revival of  the two schools’ heated rivalry.

James Gorman of  Westlake prepares to shoot 
while being closely guarded by Matt Grotta of  
Byram Hills.

Byram Hills’ Matt Grotta tries to get to the cage in 
the Bobcats’ playoff  game vs. Somers.

Devon Cummings of  Byram Hills prepares to send 
a shot on goal as Pleasantville’s Nolan McAndrew 
defends.

Briarcliff  goalie Graham Goldheim clears the ball 
after making a save.

Jaime Cantu of  Byram Hills turns on the speed as 
he attempts to move to the cage in a road game 
vs. Pleasantville.

Pleasantville’s Jack Drillock races up the field with 
the ball during the Panthers’ narrow home win 
over Irvington.

Fox Lane’s Thomas Tenney considers his options 
as he holds the ball along the right sideline.

Matt Harrison of  Fox Lane passes the ball during 
one of  the Foxes’ home games. 

Right: Greeley goalie Cooper Swenson throws 
a clearing pass from the side of  the cage after 
stopping a shot.

Above: Jacob Scott of  Horace Greeley is about to 
unleash a shot despite the defense of  Westlake’s 
Frank Spaziante (left) and Nick Colabatistto.

Right: Goalie Oscar Marchi of  Pleasantville had a 
standout senior season as the Panthers won their 
first-ever sectional title.

Matt Magnan of  Fox Lane protects the ball as he’s defended by Greeley’s Brad Neufeld.
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Kensico 2015
Fast-Pitch Softball

Summer Tournament

Christina Ferrara pitches in Saturday afternoon’s 
Kensico Fast Pitch Tournament. 

SPORTS
SCENE

Above: Marisa Serena of  Kensico sends a fly ball 
toward left field in Saturday afternoon’s tourney 
game.

Right: Outfielder Jillian Caldora flips the ball back 
to the infield in the 14U softball tourney at Pat 
Henry Field.

Below: Third baseman Morgan Mammola gets set 
to throw the ball across the infield for Kensico, 
which finished second at its own annual tourney.

Kensico 14U batter Morgan Mammola keeps her 
eyes on the ball as she hits on Saturday afternoon.

Kensico’s Morgan Mammola fires the ball back to 
the mound after a hit by Scarsdale on Saturday.

Lefty-swinging Jillian Caldorola awaits a pitch in 
Kensico’s Saturday game vs. Scarsdale.

Julia Abbondola of  the Kensico 14U team runs to 
second base.

Christina Ferrara lines the ball up the middle. 

Kensico infielders Morgan Mammola (left) and 
Jenna Lynch converge at second base as a 
Scarsdale runner steals a base. 

Above: Kaitlyn Doherty belts the ball toward 
center field during the annual Kensico softball 
tourney.
Right: Olivia Dillon of  Kensico watches the 
ball leave her bat during the annual softball 
tournament in Valhalla.

Kensico’s Christina Ferrara is out on a close play 
at first base vs. Scarsdale at Pat Henry Field.

Kensico infielders Jenna Lynch (left) and Christina 
Ferrara combine to catch a pop fly during 
Saturday’s tournament.
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SUMMER LEAGUE
FIELD HOCKEY

Horace Greeley’s Nikki Potter controls the ball at 
midfield in last week’s game vs. Briarcliff.

Briarcliff’s Teresa Marinaccio (right) is flanked by 
teammate Presley Kmeta-Suarez as she charges 
to the goal last Wednesday at Panas High School.

Fiona Grant of  Greeley waits for a pass during a 
penalty corner last Wednesday evening at Panas.

Greeley’s Lauren Neff  (right) battles for the 
ball with Briarcliff’s Devon Litchfield during last 
Wednesday’s game, won by the Quakers.

Briarcliff’s Devon Litchfield moves the ball up the 
field last Wednesday evening.

Hanna Feuer of  Briarcliff  controls the ball near 
midfield last week vs. Greeley.

Horace Greeley’s Manveer Sandhu uses her 
speed to beat the defense down the field in last 
week’s game vs. Briarcliff.

Anne Lindenthal of  Greeley (right) tries to gain 
possession of  the ball in the Quakers’ win over 
Briarcliff  in summer league action.

Pleasantville’s Lexi Moskowitz keeps her 
eyes on the ball in the Panthers’ summer 
league game vs. Hen Hud.

Right: The Panthers’ Jackie Bendeson 
controls the ball in last Wednesday’s game 
vs. Hendrick Hudson.

Pleasantville goalie Callie Sullivan gets set 
to kick a shot away in last week’s game 
vs. Hen Hud.

Callie Sullivan of  Pleasantville takes the 
ball along the right sideline last Wednesday 
evening. Victoria Craig of  Pleasantville wins a race 

for the ball during summer league action at 
Walter Panas High School.

Left: Pleasantville’s Caroline Kovatch waits 
for the ball to arrive as she looks for a 
scoring chance to the left of  the goal vs. 
Hen Hud.

Pleasantville vs. Hen Hud

Briarcliff vs. Greeley
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Pleasantville’s Lucas Cohen
Unleashes a Shot vs. Arlington
During the Year of the Panther 
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