
By Martin Wilbur
Armonk developer Michael Fareri will 

decide this week whether he will force a 
September primary against incumbent 
North Castle supervisor Michael Schiliro 
in hopes of snagging the Republican 
nomination.

Fareri said last Friday he has been 
weighing whether to jump into the 
political fray because he believes recent 
town boards have failed on several 
critical issues, particularly the inability to 
increase assessable property, which has 
caused taxes to continually increase and 
services to suffer.

He stressed that if he decides to 
challenge Schiliro for the GOP nod, his 
critiques will be geared strictly toward job 
performance.

By Martin Wilbur
New Castle officials are considering 

creation of a new zone for the 1.3-
acre parcel that was once the site of the 
Millwood Swim Club to allow a group of 
residents to operate a community garden.

Town resident and former councilman 
Michael Wolfensohn, one of the 
community members pursuing the 
project, said last week that there isn’t a 
specific zone in the town code that would 
make the facility a permissible use.

While a community garden would 
be allowable in a residential zone, the 
residents who are involved in the proposal 
are looking to hold events at the Sand 
Street site. A variety of seasonal produce 
would also be grown in the garden. 

Last year the residents discussed the 

possibility of charging a nominal fee for 
“creative key holders,” local artists and 
writers who would have access to the area 

By Neal Rentz
Mount Kisco Mayor Michael Cindrich 

said last week he is running this fall for 
re-election for a seventh term. 

Cindrich, who will be joined on 
the Democratic Party line by fellow 
incumbent trustees Anthony Markus 
and Peter Grunthal, pointed to his 
administration’s strong fiscal record 
and his longtime public service that has 
served the village well.

“As mayor I have subscribed to sound 
financial polices, allowing the residents 
of Mount Kisco to enjoy high-quality 
governmental services without being 
burdened with unreasonable property 
taxes,” Cindrich said. 

He said during his time at the helm, 
the village has reduced significant debt 
despite a lengthy economic depression, 
focused on rebuilding infrastructure and 
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Developer and North Castle resident Michael Fareri 
said he will decide this week whether to force a 
Republican primary to become a candidate for town 
supervisor. 

Horace Greeley High School held its 84th graduation ceremonies on Sunday with lots of  hugs, 
smiles and handshakes and a brief  intrusion by Mother Nature. The graduation began and 
ended with abundant sunshine but was interrupted by a short-lived downpour. For more photos 
from the Greeley graduation and commencement exercises for the other area high schools, be 
sure to see next week’s Examiner.
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Mount Kisco Mayor Michael Cindrich said last week 
he will be running for re-election in November.

The old Millwood Swim Club property, which a group 
of residents are looking to buy from the town and 
convert into a community garden that would also 
host other events. A special permit or zone change 
would be needed.
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enhancing recreational opportunities. 
Cindrich also mentioned construction 
of the new library, implementing energy 
conservation programs and displaying 
leadership during Superstorm Sandy and 
other difficult weather episodes.  

Cindrich has served for more than 40 
years as a volunteer and elected official. 
He has been a member of the Mount 
Kisco Special Police and the Mount Kisco 
Volunteer Ambulance Corps, a Little 
League and junior football coach, and 
chairman of the zoning board of appeals. 

First elected to the village board in 
1995, he served as deputy mayor for four 
years. In 2003, Cindrich was elected to the 
first of his six two-year terms. In addition 
to the Democrats’ endorsement, he is 
supported by the Independence Party. 

Cindrich said if he’s re-elected, he 
would like to see the completion of 
The Hearth senior residence project 
and continue to decrease debt while 
expanding the village’s tax base. 
Preservation of more than 30 acres of 

passive recreational space is another 
priority, he said. 

Also on Cindrich’s agenda would be 
continuing to improve Mount Kisco’s 
water and sewer infrastructure and 
to pursue state and federal grants to 
upgrade the village’s three firehouses. 
Exploration of additional sharing of 
services with other governments will 
continue, Cindrich said. 

He recently retired after working 
more than 30 years in law enforcement. 
Cindrich said he has “an active role” 
in a family-owned real estate and 
construction business based in New 
England. 

It remains unknown whether 
the mayor will have a challenger in 
November.  Since 2007, Cindrich has run 
without opposition on the ballot.

Mount Kisco Republican Committee 
Chairman John Francan said recently 
that his party was seeking candidates. 
Messages left last week for Francan were 
not returned. 

New Castle Considers Zone Change for 
Garden at Millwood Swim Site
continued from page 1
to work.

In order to accommodate the facility, 
the residents who are undertaking 
the initiative would have to pursue a 
special permit but that could cost tens of 
thousands of dollars in legal expenses and 
other fees for a project that is anticipated 
to generate only enough revenue to pay 
the taxes and maintain the property. 

Wolfensohn mentioned that if the 
special permit choice would be pursued, 
they would have to appear before the 
municipality’s various boards, which 
could cost as much as $50,000 to $70,000.

“You’re looking at some very significant 
legal costs to get all of these things done, 
so much so that I think that it might be 
prohibitive for us to do it,” Wolfensohn 
said.

The town took title to the property last 
year and is looking to sell the parcel to 
the group so the land once again becomes 
privately owned and is returned to the 
tax rolls. The residents would have to 
negotiate a price with the town for the 
parcel.

Town Attorney Edward Phillips said 
creating a new zone that would be 
compatible with a residential district is a 
valid option. A public hearing would have 
to be scheduled if a new zone is sought.

“I think it’s going to be a matter of 
finding the right fit, the right tool for this,” 
he said. 

Supervisor Robert Greenstein said he 
would be in favor of creating a new zone 
for the garden as long as there wouldn’t be 
unintended consequences such as having 
similar facilities pop up throughout town 
that would generate excessive noise or 
congestion.

The option of a special permit doesn’t 
appear feasible, he said. 

“They have to jump through a million 
hoops to make that happen, which is 
silly,” Greenstein said.

Wolfensohn, who appeared before the 
town board last week with neighboring 
resident Jackie Meyers-Smith, said if it 
takes extra time to get the issues ironed 
out that is fine. At this point, it’s unlikely 
the project has a chance to get launched 
before next year.  

“We’d rather take our time (and) get 
it done right,” Wolfensohn said. “So if it 
takes time to do that we understand that.”  

The former Millwood Swim Club 
closed in 2009. Since then, the property 
has become overgrown with brush and 
there is old and deteriorating equipment 
at the site, which has created an eyesore 
for neighboring residents.
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By Martin Wilbur
Police are investigating a complaint 

made by a just-graduated Horace Greeley 
High School student alleging misconduct 
by school drama teacher Christopher 
Schraufnagel.

Schraufnagel, who has taught at Greeley 
for the past 12 years, was placed on a paid 
leave of absence by the school district 
pending completion of a police and district 
investigation. The Chappaqua Board of 
Education unanimously approved the 
leave, which was retroactive to June 15, at 
its meeting last Wednesday night, said the 
district’s public information officer David 

Hayes.
A spokesman for the Westchester County 

district attorney’s confirmed that the office 
is assisting New Castle police with an 
investigation in the matter. 

“The police are looking into allegations of 
misconduct on the part of the teacher,” said 
the spokesman, Lucien Chalfen. 

He said the allegations that led to the 
district’s was made by one student who 
graduated on Sunday, but the investigation 
includes whether there may be other 
students or former pupils who may have 
been affected.

The nature of the alleged misconduct was 

not revealed.
At last week’s board meeting, 

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Lyn McKay 
read a statement that addressed the “many 
rumors” surrounding the school’s popular 
theater program. 

“First and foremost, our students’ well-
being is our primary focus and privacy 
is really important in situations like 
this,” McKay’s statement read. “I want to 
ensure you we are doing everything that 
is allowable. At the same time we cannot 
answer questions, but I will tell you that 
when the time is appropriate I will update 
you.”

On Friday, the district also sent out an 
e-mail to parents that also addressed the 
rumors that have been circulating recently 
in the community regarding the theater 
program. A school production that had 
been scheduled for a week ago Friday was 
abruptly canceled by the district.

McKay said in her statement to the public 
last Wednesday that the theater program 
would remain intact for next year. The board 
appointed a replacement for Schraufnagel, 
who will take over in September.

“I also want to assure all parents and 
students we are committee to a strong 
theater program, we’re going to have a 
strong theater program next year, “ she said.
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Greeley Drama Teacher on Paid Leave Following Allegations

Mt. Kisco Set to End Village Manager Residency Requirement
By Neal Rentz

Following months of consideration, the 
Mount Kisco Village Board is scheduled 
to vote on July 13 whether to scuttle the 
residency requirement for a permanent 
village manager and the building inspector.

Last week trustees expressed their 
support for the legislation that would ease 
the restriction by requiring either official 
to live within 15 miles of the village and in 
Westchester County.

Last June, the board hired former New 
Castle Town Administrator Jerry Faiella in 
an interim role. He replaced James Palmer, 
who left the post after eight years to 
become Bronxville’s village administrator. 

Interim village managers do not have to 
adhere to the residency requirement.

Mayor Michael Cindrich said last 
week the requirement is a major reason 
why officials have had difficulty finding 
a permanent manager. Some of the 
individuals interviewed by the board have 
been unwilling to move to Mount Kisco 
because they do not want to uproot their 
children from their current school district, 
he said. Other candidates told village 
officials they were unwilling to sell their 
homes.

“We don’t think that had a benefit 
to taxpayers,” Cindrich said of the 
requirement.

With modern technology it is 
unnecessary for a village manager or 
building inspector to physically be in the 
village at all times in case of an emergency, 
he said. They can keep in touch in a 
variety of ways, including cell phones and 
computers. 

Trustee Peter Grunthal said changing 
the law is “very necessary for us to do.” 
Beth Vetare-Civitello, the only resident to 
speak during the June 15 public hearing, 
said she supported the legislation. 

Though the trustees voted unanimously 
to close the public hearing, the village 
is accepting written comments on the 
legislation.
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By Neal Rentz
If you’re looking for a great place to live, 

Mount Kisco is an excellent place to start-
-and others think so as well.

The village was recently named the 20th 
Best Small Town in America by Livability.
com, a website that showcases and ranks 
the nation’s best places in a variety of 
categories.

Mount Kisco Mayor Michael Cindrich 
said he was proud that his community 
was high up on the Top 100 list. Each year, 
the website evaluates more than 12,000 
small towns and village throughout the 
United States with populations between 
1,000 and 20,000. Mount Kisco has a 
population of 10,936.

“I’d like everybody to take advantage 
of this. I think it’s outstanding,” 

Cindrich said. “They praised Mount 
Kisco, appropriately, for what we offer 
to the community – viability, diversity 
in housing stock and great educational 
opportunities both in and out of the 
schools. I’m impressed.” 

The site stated that it developed 
extensive criteria with the Martin 
Prosperity Institute for its annual 
Livability 100. The scores were weighted 
based on an exclusive survey conducted 
for Livability by Ipsos Public Affairs, a 
leading global research firm. 

“These cities and towns allow for the 
tight-knit communities key to small-
town living coupled with the amenities 
you’d expect in larger cities,” Livability.
com stated.

Along with its housing choices and schools, the website also praised Mount 
Kisco for its accessibility to New York 
City.

“Located 36 miles from New York City, 
Mount Kisco offers a haven for middle- 
to upper-class professionals,” according 
to the site. “Housing choices range from 
co-ops and condominiums to historic 
Victorian houses and multimillion-dollar 
estates. Schools in Mount Kisco provide 
excellent opportunities for learning 
beyond the classroom. (The) Bedford 
Central School District is recognized for 
its quality education programs and Mount 
Kisco residents preserve history with 
several buildings listed on the National 

Register of Historic Places.”
The top-rated small town in America 

in 2015 is Lebanon, N.H., according to 
the site. Rounding out the top five are 
Los Alamos, N.M., Durango, Colo., St. 
Augustine, Fla., and Bar Harbor, Me. 
Mount Kisco ranked ahead of well-
recognized locales such as Breckinridge, 
Colo. (27th), Princeton, N.J. (29th), 
Williamsburg, Va. (38th), and Park City, 
Utah (43rd).

Mount Kisco was the only municipality 
in Westchester to land on the Top 100 list. 
Greenwich, Conn. was ranked 68th while 
Suffern, Rockland County, was listed 
80th.

Mount Kisco Named One of the Most Livable Small Towns in U.S.

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO
The Village of  Mount Kisco was recently named the 20th most livable small town in America by Livability.
com.
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A Perfect Piece for Every Occasion

Restore the Byram Lake Reservoir 
Watershed Effort on Saturday

Residents of Mount Kisco, Bedford and Armonk are invited to help restore 
the Byram Lake Watershed this Saturday, June 27 at 10 a.m. Volunteers will 
be clearing old cans, bottles and debris from the lake border to return the 
area to a pristine natural state.  Gloves, garbage bags and bottled water 
will be provided. Two teams will park at the North and South ends of the 
Lake, on Byram Lake Road.  Join in the effort to rejuvenate the Byram  
Lake Watershed. 
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“The town has been run very poorly 
in the last few years,” said Fareri, who 
indicated he will likely have to make 
up his mind by tomorrow (Wednesday) 
in order to have enough time to collect 
signatures for his petition. “I think they 
are very nice people (on the board), I like 
every one of them, but the bottom line is 
they’re not getting the job done.” 

Schiliro, a registered Democrat, was 
endorsed by both the Republican and 
Democratic committees within the past 
several weeks. 

Fareri said he is reluctantly considering 
a run because he would have to devote all 
of his energies to the supervisor’s post. 
He put the chances of running at “50-50” 
last week.

“I’d have to put all my other stuff 
aside and I’m not sure that I’m willing 
to do that,” Fareri said of the delay in his 
decision.

 Saying “the town deserves better than 
it’s getting,” he pointed to the gravity of 
the issues facing North Castle that has 
him seriously considering a campaign. 
He said the poor condition of many of 

the town’s roads is one of the most glaring 
examples of deteriorating town services, 
which also affects property values. 

Smaller tasks such as the inability to 
quickly replace blown out streetlights 
near Town Hall have also not been 
addressed.

Meanwhile, the lack of new 
development, has forced taxes to 
consistently increase. Fareri cited the 
recent sale of the MBIA property, which 
could result in a major tax certiorari. 
Assessed at about $70 million by the 
town, the property sold for close to $23 
million.   

“It just seems like things are going 
backward and not going forward,” he 
said.

Fareri mentioned that the failure to 
attract new assessables significantly 
impacts the school districts in town 
since more than two-thirds of a 
homeowner’s property tax bill goes 
toward education. 

He said another contributing factor in 
entertaining a run is that with the town’s 
two major parties’ cross-endorsement 
of Schiliro, it deprives voters of a choice 

in this year’s election.
Messages left for Schiliro and 

North Castle Republican Committee 
Chairwoman Anita Cozza were not 
returned on Monday. Following the 
announcements of the Republican and 
Democratic slates, both acknowledged 
the possibility of someone stepping up 
and forcing a primary.

Over the years, Fareri has often 
appeared before the town’s various 
boards, both as an applicant and as a 
resident and frequent critic. He has 
built a number of projects in town. Most 
recently, he received zoning approvals 
to build multifamily housing at the old 
lumberyard in downtown Armonk.

By Martin Wilbur
The Westchester County Board of 

Legislators unanimously appointed a 
retired IBM software engineer last week 
to temporarily fill the District 2 seat 
vacated by Peter Harckham earlier this 
month.

Alan Cole, a Lewisboro resident, will 
serve until the winner of November’s 
election is certified, which typically 
occurs within a few weeks after Election 
Day. The election for the seat will pit 
Democratic Mount Kisco village Trustee 
Karen Schleimer against Republican 
Francis Corcoran, a Bedford councilman.

“I have been active in government 
and politics for more than 25 years and 
filling this seat is an honor that tops all of 
those activities,” said Cole, who worked 
for IBM for 34 years. “I am grateful for 
this opportunity and am confident that 

I will hit the ground running to give the 
residents of northern Westchester a place 
to go to voice their concerns and have an 
avenue of advocacy at the county level.” 

Cole will caucus with the Democrats. 
Earlier this spring when Harckham 
announced that he would resign 
June 1 to join Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s 
administration, Board of Legislators 
Chairman Michael Kaplowitz said that 
the Democrats would offer a fellow 
Democrat as the temporary replacement 
because that’s what District 2 voters 
preferred at the last election in 2013.

Kaplowitz said the Board of Legislators 
looks forward to Cole’s contributions for 
the time that he will serve.

“Legislator Cole has done an 
admirable job of getting up to speed 
on a number of important issues 
currently before the Board,” he said. “His 

constituents should know that they have 
an excellent representative at the Board 
of Legislators.”

Democratic Majority Leader Catherine 
Borgia added that his professional 
background and long history of 
community involvement will provide his 
district with a strong, independent voice.

Harckham left the Board of Legislators 
to become the assistant director of the 
Office of Community Renewal, where 
he works with local governments 
throughout the lower and mid-Hudson 
Valley on economic development, 
construction of more housing and using 
Community Development Block Grant 
funds for community renewal projects.

District 2 covers northeastern 
Westchester and includes Mount Kisco, 
Bedford, Lewisboro, North Salem and 
parts of Somers.

Alan Cole was appointed to the Westchester County 
Board of Legislators’ District 2 seat last week on 
an interim basis.

Lewisboro Resident Appointed to Fill Vacant BOL Seat

Developer Fareri Weighs GOP Primary Challenge in No. Castle
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County Police/Mount Kisco
June 19:  Report that a 65-year-old 

man was having a seizure at the United 
Methodist Church on Main Street at 
1:30 p.m. The subject was transported to 
Northern Westchester Hospital Center.

June 19: Report that two 13-year-old 
boys were fighting at a school bus stop on 
Amuso Drive at 7:30 a.m. Officers spoke 
with both boys and contacted their parents. 
The youths shook hands and agreed not 
to fight in the future and no charges were 
filed. The school resource officer at the boys’ 
school was also notified of the incident.

June 18:  A 21-year-old Mount Kisco 
man was arrested on South Moger Avenue 
at 9:55 p.m. for failing to appear in the 

village’s justice  court.  An arrest warrant 
was issued for the suspect after he failed 
to appear in court in connection with two 
violations he allegedly committed in April, 
unlawful possession of marijuana and 
trespassing. The arresting officer recognized 
the suspect as a person with an outstanding 
warrant and took him into custody. The 
subject was arraigned the next day and sent 
to Westchester County Jail in Valhalla in 
lieu of $300 bail.

June 16: A 38-year-old Bedford man 
was arrested at 1:28 p.m. and charged with 
aggravated DWI, a misdemeanor, and 
leaving the scene of an accident, a violation, 
after he was involved in a minor accident on 
North Moger Avenue. The suspect parked 
the vehicle in a nearby lot and walked away, 
but witnesses told responding officers that 
he had entered a nearby restaurant. He was 
located and subsequently placed under 
arrest after failing a field sobriety test. The 

suspect was arraigned in Mount Kisco 
Justice Court and released on $500 bail.

June 15: A St. Mark’s Place resident 
reported that loud music was coming 
from a nearby house at 3:51 a.m. Officers 
spoke with the people at the house and the 
condition was corrected.

 Pleasantville Police Department
June 18: Report of criminal mischief 

on Clinton Avenue at 12:53 a.m. Stereo 
equipment was stolen from a 2008 Honda 
Civic after the vehicle was broken into. The 
estimated value of the equipment is more 
than $4,000.

June 18: At 10:13 a.m., a subject reported 
at headquarters a larceny from a vehicle that 
occurred sometime between June 13 and 
15. A case containing about $600 in cash, 
and iPad and another personal effects was 
stolen.  

June 19: A Bedford Road resident 

reported at 8:17 a.m. that the picket fence in 
front of the house was damaged sometime 
overnight. The matter is under investigation.

North Castle Police Department
June 13: A complainant reported at 

2:49 a.m. that an unknown vehicle caused 
damage to his James Street property and left 
the scene.

June 13: A caller reported at 2:05 p.m. that 
someone stole her wallet from her bag while 
at the Stop & Shop on North Broadway.

June 16: Report of suspicious activity on 
Maple Way at 1:33 p.m. A resident reported 
that individuals are ringing the doorbell, 
possibly construction workers, who are in 
the area. An officer responded.

June 17: A caller stated at 12:50 p.m. 
that a port-a-potty was siting on the side 
of North Greenwich Road, but there is no 
construction going on in the area at this 
time.
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“The place to turn in your time of need!”

Ex-Pace Employee Arrested for Bomb Threats Against University
By Janine Bowen

A 52-year-old Ossining man was arrested 
last Thursday by Mount Pleasant police for 
making threats to bomb buildings at Pace 
University’s Pleasantville campus. 

The suspect, Ernest Brown of 237 
Spring St., was a former clerical worker 
at the school and was reportedly upset 
after he was dismissed from his position, 
said Mount Pleasant police Lt. Robert 

Miliambro. Brown allegedly told another 
employee at the university on June 16 that 
he had a Molotov cocktail and told him of 
his plans to blow up the school, he said.

Upon receiving notice of the threat, 
Mount Pleasant police visited the suspect’s 
Ossining residence, but he wasn’t home 
at the time. Detectives invited the Brown 
to Mount Pleasant police headquarters 

in Valhalla, where he appeared and was 
arrested on June 18 after confessing, police 
said. 

Brown was charged with falsely reporting 
an incident, a felony, and was arraigned in 
Mount Pleasant Town Court last Thursday. 
He was held at the Westchester County Jail 
and had yet to make bail, which was set at 
$50,000 cash or $25,000 bond. 

Police Blotter
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Marguerite Williams
After a long and full life, Marguerite 

Johanna Burkhardt Williams of 
Pleasantville died peacefully on June 16. 

She was 94.
Daughter of the late Oscar and Margaret 

Burkhardt, Williams was predeceased 
by her husband, Raymond B. Williams. 
She is survived by her daughters, Bonnie 
Hanssen, Cynthia Williams and Beth 
Zachacz; son-in-law Edward Hanssen; 
four grandchildren, Heather Robinson 
(husband Danon), Abigail Gray (husband 
Brian), David Hanssen and Madeline 
Zachacz; and seven great-grandchildren.  

She was a graduate of Pleasantville 

High School and Packard Junior College, 
and after raising her children, had a 
lengthy career at the Mount Pleasant 
Public Library. She passionately loved 
books, music, gardening and the home 
arts, had numerous friends and was a 
devoted member of Emanuel Lutheran 
Church. Her keen intelligence and intense 
independence will be deeply missed by all.  

A memorial service was held on June 
20 at Emanuel Lutheran Church in 
Pleasantville.

Donations in her honor may be made to 
Emanuel Lutheran Church, 197 Manville 
Rd., Pleasantville, N.Y. 10570.

Obituaries

21 West Stevens Ave.
Hawthorne, NY 10532

Ernest J. Carpentieri ~ Douglas A. Daniels
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Conveniently located on the Taconic State Parkway

Lidia Battista
Lidia (Nancy) Battista of Hawthorne 

died on June 14 at Rosary Hill Home. 
She was 78.
Battista was born on Nov. 29, 1936, 

to the late Pasquale and Angelina (nee 
Lombardi) Venditti in Casalciprano 
Campobasso, Italy. She was a seamstress 
in the family business, Battista Formal 
Ware, in Thornwood that she and her 
husband operated. She was a member 
of the Mount Pleasant Italian American 
Club and the Rosary Altar Society of 
Holy Rosary Church in Hawthorne.

Battista is survived by her devoted 
husband, Joseph Battista, of Hawthorne; 
her loving children, Angelo (Lesley) 

Battista of Cross River and Marianna 
(Edward) Golden of Hopewell Junction; 
her five cherished grandchildren, 
Rosanne and Marissa Battista and E.J., 
Matthew and Robert Golden; and two  
sisters, Ida Stillitano of Hawthorne and 
Amelita Battista of Eastchester. She was 
predeceased by two sisters. 

Visitation was at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home on June 19. A funeral Mass was 
held at Holy Rosary Church in Hawthorne 
on June 20 followed by entombment at 
Ferncliff Mausoleum in Hartsdale. 

In lieu of flowers, donations to Rosary 
Hill Home, 600 Linda Ave.. Hawthorne, 
N.Y. 10532 would be appreciated.

By Neal Rentz
Stanley Bernstein, a longtime member 

of the Mount Kisco Planning Board and 
Conservation Advisory Council, died on 
June 11 following a long illness. He was 
80 years old.

Bernstein was fondly remembered last 
week by two municipal officials as a man 
dedicated to the village with a passion for 
environmental protection.

Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus recalled 
Bernstein assisting the community in a 
variety of ways, including one project 
where he worked with him and others 
on the construction of a playground at 
Mount Kisco Elementary School. 

Mayor Michael Cindrich, who called 

Bernstein “an exceptional man,” said he 
served on the CAC and planning board for 
more than 15 years and also remembered 
working with Bernstein to put up another 
school playground.

He was very protective of the 
environment and was fearlessly outspoken 
about his concerns for its protection, 
Cindrich said. 

“Stanley had opinions,” he said. 
Bernstein was born on May 6, 1935, in 

the Bronx and moved to Mount Kisco in 
1970.

In addition to his service on the 
planning board and CAC, Bernstein 
was a board member of for the Marsh 
Sanctuary.  He also was a member of the 

Bronx Botanical Garden, the Bronx Zoo 
and the Museum of Natural History in 
Manhattan.

Bernstein enjoyed the arts, including 
classical music. He attended opera 
performances with his late wife, 
Marcia, as well as Broadway plays and 
ballets. Traveling with his wife and four 
grandchildren to the west was another 
passion of his.

Bernstein is survived by his brother, 
Richard, and his wife, Sandy, of Prescott, 
Ariz.; his daughter, Judy Rosentel, and 
her husband, Steve, of Sandy Hook, 
Conn.; his son, Cyrus, of Mount Kisco; 
grandchildren Charles Rosenthal of 
Chicago, Amy Rosenthal of Sandy Hook, 

Conn., Dominick Bernstein of Mount 
Kisco and William Maxwell of New York 
City; and several nieces and nephews. 

He was predeceased by his wife, Marcia 
Rolnick Bernstein, his brother, Leslie 
Paul Bernstein, and parents Charles and 
Bess.

Services were held on June 14 at 
King David Memorial Chapel and the 
Cassidy-Flynn Funeral Home in Mount 
Kisco. Interment was held at King David 
Cemetery in Putnam Valley. 

In lieu of flowers, donations can 
be made to the American Diabetes 
Association or the American Heart 
Association. 
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Edythe DeHaen
Edythe DeHaen passed away suddenly 

on June 17. 
She was 64.
Edie, as she was lovingly called by friends 

and family, is survived by her husband, Joe; 
daughter and son-n-law Amy and Sal; son 
and daughter-n-law David and Lindsey; 
and her granddaughter, Alice.

She spent her time enjoying her many 
interests and being a devoted, loyal and 
dependable friend.

The family received friends and relatives 
at Beecher Flooks Funeral Home, Inc. in 
Pleasantville, on June 19 and 20. A simple 
memorial service followed visitation on 
June 20.

 In lieu of flowers, contributions can 
be made to the Alzheimer’s Association 
(http://www.alz.org/), Wounded Warrior 
(http://www.woundedwarriorproject.org/) 
or The Rose DiGangi Foundation (http://
fi5k.org/).

Mount Kisco Planning Board Member Bernstein Dies at 80

Kathleen Pyzynski
Kathleen Whitney Pyzynski passed 

away on June 20 in Valley Hospital in 
Ridgewood N.J. after a long illness. 

She was 59. 
Pyzynski was born in the Bronx on 

Jan. 17, 1956. She is survived by her 
husband, Joseph, and daughter Paige. She 
was predeceased by her parents, Patrick 
and Catherine Whitney, and sister Anne 
Whitney.

The family will receive friends today 
(Tuesday) from 2 to 4 p.m. and 7 to 9 p.m. 
at Beecher Flooks Funeral Home. A mass 
of Christian Burial will be celebrated at 
Holy Innocents Roman Catholic Church 
in Pleasantville on Wednesday, June 24 
at 10 a.m. Burial will follow at Gate of 
Heaven Cemetery in Hawthorne.
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State Sen. Terrence Murphy  
(R-Yorktown) last week vowed to address 
the need for improved safety measures at 
railroad grade crossings to protect local 
commuters and residents.

Last Thursday, the state Senate passed 
Murphy’s legislation that would allow 
municipalities to install traffic cameras at 
grade crossings to better monitor traffic at 
these dangerous intersections.

“This was a collaborative effort with 
our local officials in an effort to provide 
them with additional tools to improve 
the safety of our local roads where they 
intersect with dangers grade crossings,” 
Murphy said. “Under this provision, our 
local towns would be able to install traffic 
cameras to ensure motorists and our 
trains are following the law.”

On Feb. 3, a northbound Metro-
North train collided with an SUV at the 
Commerce Street crossing in Valhalla, 
causing the death of five commuters and 
the motorist who was trapped on the 
grade crossing.

Since the accident, greater focus has 
been given to improving the safety of 
the grade crossings throughout the 
state, including allocation of nearly $300 
million by the federal government in 
an effort to eliminate these dangerous 
intersections.

Local officials applauded the legislation. 
In New Castle, there has been increased 
concern over the well-traveled grade 
crossing on Roaring Brook Road, which 
is in close proximity to Horace Greeley 
High School and Chappaqua Crossing.

“The passage of this legislation will 
dramatically increase compliance and 
enforcement of our railroad crossing 
safety laws,” said New Castle Supervisor 
Robert Greenstein, who pressed Murphy 
and other legislators for the measure. 
“I welcome any and all technology that 
would increase the safety of our roads and 
railways.”

“Sen. Murphy has recognized serious 
railway safety issues we face in local 
government and has made securing or 
eliminating grade crossings a priority,” 
said Mount Pleasant Supervisor Carl 
Fulgenzi.”

Assemblyman Tom Abinanti 
(D-Pleasantville) has sponsored the bill 
in the Assembly where it awaits approval. 
A second bill authored by Abinanti and 
Murphy, which has made its way through 
Senate committees and is currently on the 
calendar awaiting a vote, would require 
Metro-North to issue recorded safety 
briefings at the departure of each train 
and periodically thereafter.

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

Traffic Cameras at Railroad 
Crossings Passes State Senate

Assisted Living Facility Proposed 
Near WCC in Valhalla 
By Neal Rentz

Mount Pleasant Town Board members 
appeared supportive last week of a 
proposal for an assisted living memory 
care facility on a six-acre parcel on 
Grasslands Road near Westchester 
Community College. 

Michael Crowley, vice president for 
development for National Development, 
said the assisted living project, which 
would be named Bridges at Mount 
Pleasant, would require a zoning 
change from the town board. The one-
story building would house 72 beds 
in 64 units. Crowley said some of the 
units would have an additional bed for 
a spouse. National Development is the 
applicant along with partner EPOCH 
Senior Care. 

The property’s current owner would 
sell the six acres to his company and 
keep the remaining three acres in hopes 
of building single-family residences.

Councilwoman Laurie Smalley said 
the assisted living facility is needed in 
town. Local residents are seeing their 
aging parents move back to the area 
because they can no longer live on their 
own, she said. 

However, board members were 

against having the remaining acreage to 
be used for private houses. 

“We’ve been looking at this particular 
property for a number of years,” said 
Supervisor Carl Fulgenzi, who opposes 
the residential component.

It is not known when National 
Development will return to the board 
for further discussion on the matter. 
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Michael Crowley, vice president of  development 
for National Development. His company is looking 
to build an assisted living memory care facility on 
Grasslands Road in Valhalla.
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By Thomas P. DiNapoli
New York is behind other states when 

it comes to paying for benefits promised 
to public employees when they retire. The 
state legislature should act now or the cost 
to taxpayers will only grow. 

Most state and local government 
employees earn future benefits while 
they are working, such as pensions and 
other post-employment benefits (OPEB), 
primarily health insurance, which is 
paid later. Even with retirees paying a 
share of their health insurance premium, 
health care costs for current and former 
employees are mounting. 

While public employers in New York 
annually pay contributions to pre-fund 
pensions, the same does not hold true 
for paying for retiree health insurance. 
The state and local governments pay the 
bill for health insurance every year on a 
pay-as-you-go basis, which means that 
current taxpayers are paying for promises 
made a long time ago to retirees. 

It is sort of like paying the minimum 
due on a credit card rather than paying in 
full or setting up a payment plan to reduce 
the debt. And like a credit card, the costs 

only grow if you don’t pay more than the 
interest charges. It’s best to pay the costs 
up front or you will find yourself in a hole 
that only gets bigger. 

Accountants call this an unfunded 
liability, because there is no money being 
set aside now to cover these future costs. 

New York’s state and local governments 
face an estimated $136.5 billion liability 
for these OPEB benefits. That is a 
staggering amount. Unfortunately, the 
governments that want to do the right 
thing and set aside some money lack 
the legal mechanism to pre-fund these 
benefits. This needs to change. 

I have put forth a legislative proposal 
that would give public employers the 
option, not a mandate, to help fund these 
future benefits for present day employees. 
Under my proposal, public employers 
could set aside money in a trust fund 
to pay for these benefits and invest this 
money, ultimately lowering costs over the 
long term. 

There would be no limit on how much 
or how little a government can deposit 
into the trust. Prefunding these benefits 
is significantly less expensive over time, 

as investment returns help offset costs. 
The point is to stop pushing these costs 
out and making future generations of 
taxpayers pay for them. This is a cost 
of doing business, but we cannot keep 
making a promise without realistically 
funding it. 

More than 30 states have already put 
rules similar to what I have proposed in 
place that allow public employers to set 
aside money to pay for these benefits. 

New York City is well ahead of the rest 
of the state on this issue. In 2006, the city 
established the Retiree Health Benefits 
Trust under its own rules. In 2014, the 
trust had a balance of $2.4 billion and 
the city plans to contribute another $280 
million this year. 

While the city still has an unfunded 
liability of $89.5 billion, it is doing the 
right thing and chipping away at these 
costs. 

Down the road, governments without 
a plan to deal with their large bills 
could see their bond ratings suffer and 
borrowing costs increase. Retirees could 
see draconian proposals to reduce their 
benefits. 

New York needs to stop ignoring this 
issue. The numbers are daunting, but there 
is an even steeper cost for doing nothing. 
Establishing an OPEB trust fund for New 
York can be part of a sensible long-term 
strategy for fiscal stability. Lawmakers 
should act now.

Thomas P. DiNapoli is New York State 
comptroller.

There may be no role that’s more 
thankless in the free world than someone 
who serves on a school, town or village 
board. 

Those who do are part of an increasingly 
rare breed, willing to put in long hours 
delving into minutia on critically important 
topics that most of us would have trouble 
understanding. 

The problem is these courageous 
souls become so rare that Election Day 
ceases to be about elections, but instead 
are coronations for either the sitting 
incumbent or whatever new face has 
entered the ring.

At the threat of sounding melodramatic, 
it’s possible uncontested elections may be 
one of democracy’s biggest enemies, at 
least at the local level.

At one time an unopposed candidate 
might have meant that someone is so 
popular or is doing such a good job that 
they should be re-elected without a 
challenge. 

Unless someone surfaces in Mount 
Kisco in the next few days, Mayor Michael 

Cindrich will be running unopposed on 
the ballot for a fifth consecutive election. 
(A write-in candidate appeared on the 
scene late two years ago.)

As is the case in most villages, elections 
don’t really happen anymore. In recent 
years, Pleasantville has seen the contested 
election become nearly extinct. 

In Mount Pleasant, the Democratic 
Party has been AWOL for much of the 
past decade, although there have been 
some indications that could change.

In North Castle, the past few town 
election cycles have had contentious, 
and at times, nasty match ups. But is no 
competition for supervisor really the 
answer? That’s what will happen unless 
Michael Fareri or someone else jumps in 
this week.

What’s troubling is that the creation 
of the town administrator’s position in 
North Castle was supposed to encourage 
more people to run. The rationale was that 
most people work and it would expand 
the pool of candidates if they could do it 
as a part-timer while having a municipal 

professional handle the day-to-day chores.
It’s a nice theory, but at least with the 

local municipalities there seems to be 
no correlation between the presence of a 
manager or administrator and the number 
of candidates. 

 It doesn’t take a scholar to figure out 
why these non-elections have become 
so prevalent. In the 21st century people 
are too busy trying to pay their taxes and 
mortgages or give their family quality time, 
especially in Westchester. Others might 
shy away because of the grief they will be 
subjected to when tough issues arise. And 
with social media, when the criticisms 
do come, officeholders sometimes don’t 
face their critics face to face, but rather by 
those hiding behind the anonymity of a 
computer screen.

The public has had little appetite for 
increasing compensation for local elected 
officials, generally believing that they 
should undertake the task of governing out 
of the kindness of their heart. 

But when that doesn’t work, what 
happens?  Democracy loses out.    
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Putting Elections Back in Election Day a Priority for Local Government

Action Needed to Help New York Pay for Retiree’s Health Insurance
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By Martin Wilbur
Dr. Alan Coffino didn’t follow a 

traditional path to becoming a physician.
For years, working as a researcher he 

had longed to go to medical school. 
But personal insecurities and the 

possible fear of changing his entire life at 
a time when many people are starting to 
settle into their careers had contributed to 
the hesitancy to pursue his dream. 

Coffino took one of his most important 
steps when he applied to and was later 
accepted to the Albert Einstein College of 
Medicine, where he had worked as a post 
doctorate fellow. 

Two weeks shy of his 39th birthday, 
Coffino began medical school, the second 
oldest student in his class. Although he had 
liked his work as a researcher in quantum 
chemistry, he realized that he might never 
be completely happy if he continued on the 
same career path. 

“I love the idea that I can treat people, 
I love the dynamic of meeting someone, 
of getting to know them and it’s just 
something about nephrology that pushes 
my buttons,” Coffino said.

He discovered his love for the specialty 
during his fourth year of medical school. 
He found that with nephrology he would 
be able to take advantage of his expertise in 
chemistry as well as evaluating everything 
that goes on in a person’s body to properly 
treat patients. Coffino’s choice has made 
for a fulfilling life and profession. 

“I take a lot of time explaining issues,” 
said Coffino, 60, who has been affiliated 
with Northern Westchester Hospital for 
the past 14 years. “I feel like I’m a holistic 
doctor in the sense that I’m not a one-
organ doctor. When you come to me to 
talk about your kidneys, we’re going to talk 
about your heart, your lungs, everything. 
All of that comes together.” 

Coffino is a bit of a rarity in today’s health 
care field. Of the roughly 700 doctors 
affiliated with Northern Westchester, 
he is one of less than 10 who isn’t part 
of a medical group. While that presents 
challenges, it also has its advantages. 
Coffino is able to provide the time to each 
patient in his private practice that doctors 
at many medical groups cannot afford to 
give. For example, when seeing a new 

patient, he budgets up to an hour; for their 
second visit he sets aside a half-hour.

It also is an approach that he has tried to 
emphasize in his role as chief of medicine 
at Northern Westchester. He took over the 
volunteer position last year, a role that he 
enjoys immensely.

“Really, a chief of medicine is a leadership 
role with one primary responsibility, 
which is to assist incoming patients’ stay 
in a hospital, both on a personal level and 
a medicine level,” said Coffino, who lives 
in Chappaqua with his wife, Deborah, and 
two children. 

He also helps to arrange for conferences 
and education for the medical staff and to 
address any issues physicians may have, 
such as improving communication among 
doctors, between doctors and nurses or 
between doctors and patients.

Coffino started his journey in Roslyn, 
L.I. where he grew up. He went to 
American University in Washington, 
D.C. for two years before transferring to 

Reed College in Portland, Ore. to finish 
his undergraduate work. Coffino stayed 
in the Pacific Northwest for graduate 
school, where he attended the University 
of Washington. He would remain in Seattle 
for 11 years, beginning his research career 
once completing his studies.

Coffino returned to the New York area to 
work at Albert Einstein as a post doctorate 
fellow. His decision to apply to the medical 
college was made by the school’s willingness 
to accept older students, he said.

He handled the demanding studies well, 
but there were physical challenges to being 
15 to 20 years older than most of the class. 

“You find you’re not as strong as you were 
in your twenties,” Coffino said. “You’ve 
gained wisdom but you don’t memorize 
the way you did as a younger person.”

When he was approached to become 
chief of medicine, he jumped at the 
opportunity. He credited hospital Chief 
Medical Officer Dr. Marla Koroly and the 
staff for helping bring top-notch care to 
patients. In April, Northern Westchester 
was named the only five-star hospital in 
New York State for patient satisfaction, 
according to the Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services.

Although Coffino’s at an age where some 
people are looking to wind down their 
career, he feel he’s just beginning to hit his 
stride. He said he’s got plenty of energy left 
for the long haul.

“I feel really good about where I am,” 
Coffino said.

know your
Neighbor

Dr. Alan Coffino
Nephrologist/Chief of Medicine, Chappaqua

Kaitlyn Corbett has always called New York home. Born and raised in Buffalo, she earned her degree in 
nuclear power engineering at SUNY College of Technology and moved to Peekskill to start her career at 
Indian Point. Safety is the single most important mission for Kaitlyn and her 1,000 colleagues at the plant, 
and it’s been the focus of her years of study and training in the nuclear ower industry. Every day, engineers 
are graded on their performance by inspectors from the Nuclear RegulatoryCommission. The NRC recently 
gave Kaitlyn and the team at Indian Point its highest safety rating — for the fifth year in a row.

Discover more about Indian Point at SafeSecureVital.com

“Peekskill is my home, and keeping
  us safe is my job.” Kaitlyn Corbett

Nuclear Engineer

POWERING NEW YORK
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By Laura Fasano
The Byram Hills community rallied 

around the high school varsity baseball 
team early last Friday evening in 
Armonk to celebrate the team’s first 
-ever state championship. 

A parade, which was quickly 
organized last week to honor the team 
on its storybook season that concluded 
on June 13 near Binghamton with 
dramatic victories, saw the players and 
coaching staff part of a caravan that 
traveled down Main Street from David 
Chen’s restaurant to Town Hall, where a 
ceremony was held. 

Head coach Scott Saunders and 
several players spoke to the cheering 
crowd about the tight-knit team and 
their memorable run. 

“You can see the public support and 
outcry of emotion,” Saunders said. 
“This is a dream come true.” 

Infielders Jake Stuckelman, Thomas 
Gagliardi and Kellen Hatheway each 
thanked their coach and teammates for 
a perfect ending to their high school 
careers. The three players spoke of the 
family-like dynamic of the team and the 
camaraderie that helped draw the squad 
closer together.

Saunders, who has been coaching at 

Byram Hills for 12 years and has been 
head coach of the varsity team for the 
past eight years, exclaimed, “I really do 
love these kids.” 

The team compiled a 22-5 record 
during this season, consistently 
demonstrating their dominance with 
lopsided victories over much of their 
league competition. The biggest routs 
included a 15-0 whitewash of Lincoln 
High School in Yonkers, a 10-0 
drubbing of Somers High School, a 15-2 
shellacking against Rye High School 
and a pair of 10-1 decisions over John 
Jay High School and Westlake. 

The Bobcats made it to the Class A 
championship game after surviving a 
4-3, 10-inning thriller against Division, 
a school from Levittown, L.I. That 
semi-final victory pitted them in the 
final game, where they held on for a 3-2 
win over Queensbury. 

The high spirits continued even after 
the parade and ceremony concluded, 
with the players basking in the glory 
surrounded by family and friends. 

Following the final out of the 
championship game, which ended on a 
leaping catch by centerfielder Frankie 
Vesuvio after Quennsbury had loaded 
the bases, Saunders acknowledged 

that winning a state championship is 
something the team dreamed about.

“It’s something that we sit there and 
talk about how sweet it would be and, 

to finally get here and just do it, words 
can’t describe,” he said. “They really 
can’t.”   

Armonk Salutes Byram Hills’ Championship Baseball Team

LAURA FASANO PHOTO
The Byram Hills High School baseball team, which went on the ride of  a lifetime this spring by winning 
the Class A state championship, was honored in Armonk last Friday night during a parade and ceremony 
to commemorate their first-ever state title.
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 The Byram Hills lacrosse community 
announce last week that the second 
annual No Man Down lacrosse 
tournament will be held on Sunday, Nov 
15 to benefit Wounded Warrior Project 
(WWP), an organization that assists 
wounded members of the nation’s armed 
forces with services and support upon 
their return home.

 Last year’s inaugural tournament 
attracted about 700 youth players and 
nearly 1,000 spectators. There were 54 
teams who participated in the event from 
the lower Hudson Valley, Westchester 
County, Fairfield County, Conn. and 
Long Island. The players represented 
girls and boys teams from seventh and 
eighth grade through junior varsity and 
varsity.  The event raised approximately 
$60,000.

 “We had such great success with the 
tournament last year, we wanted to do it 
again and make it a tradition to continue 
to recognize our injured veterans. The 
Byram Hills lacrosse community really 
rallied around this event and donated 
their time. We look forward to doing it 
again and hope to raise more money this 
year,” said Eric Siegle, a lead organizer 
of the No Man Down Classic and the 
president of the Byram Hills Youth 
Lacrosse board.   

Funds will be raised from team fees of 
$500 and donation for concessions.  Lax.
com and local businesses will also be 
sponsors.  The organizers are asking area 

businesses and individuals to contribute 
by going to http://nmdlaxtourney.assn.
la.

The tournament will be held at Byram 
Hills High School and will last all day 
with a schedule of games featuring 7-on-
7 competition for the boys and 8-on-
8 for girls’ teams on a dozen different 
smaller-sized fields. 

“We are thrilled that Byram Hills  
Lacrosse from the youth to varsity level 
is organizing another tournament in 
support of Wounded Warrior Project, 
and we couldn’t be more grateful to the 

community and everyone who donates 
their time for this great event,” said 
Adam Silva, chief development officer 
for WWP.

The WWP mission is to honor and 
empower wounded service men and 
service women. The organization’s 
overall goal is to raise awareness and 
enlist the public’s aid for the needs of 
injured service members, help them aid 
and assist each other and provide unique, 
direct programs and services to meet the 
needs of wounded soldiers.

Byram Hills will reprise the No Man Down lacrosse 
tournament in November that will feature 
teams from middle school through high school 
throughout the metropolitan area. The event will 
raise money for Wounded Warrior Project.

GET TICKETS NOW 
AT TICKETMASTER.COM, 

TICKETMASTER OUTLETS, 

AND THE FESTIVAL BOX OFFICE. 

DETAILS AT 

PLEASANTVILLEMUSICFESTIVAL.COM 

9  HOURS
OF  MUS IC  on

3  stages

July 11, 2015
Gates open: 11am

music: noon – 9pm
Parkway field

Pleasantville, NY

New York ’s  
Backyard  Jam

GIN BLOSSOMS
     G. Love & Special Sauce

Marshall Crenshaw
Fastball • Lost Leaders

Rebecca Haviland & Whiskey Heart
Beebs and Her Money Makers

Josh Flagg • Lions On The Moon
Andy Suzuki • David Leonard • Jeremy James • East Love

Whyte Planes • Regret the Hour • Megan Talay

Byram Hills Lacrosse to Host Second Annual No Man Down Classic

Photographs are being sought for 
images documenting Westchester’s 
most memorable moments of the past 
50 years.

To mark ArtsWestchester’s 50th 
anniversary, the organization is plan-
ning an exhibit featuring archival and 
crowd-sourced photographs. The pub-
lic is invited to submit photographs (as 
jpegs or tiffs) in the following catego-
ries: Milestones in the Arts/Culture; 
Economic Development; The Chang-
ing Landscape; Celebrity Neighbors; 
and Shared Tragedies.

Individuals may submit to one or 
multiple categories, but may submit no 
more than five images in total. Photo-
graphs must have been taken within 
the past 50 years and depict events, 
people or places in Westchester from 
no earlier than 1960. 

The deadline for submissions is July 
24. Photographers will be notified of 
works chosen for the exhibition. The 
exhibit will take place from Oct. 5 to 
Nov. 21. 

For guidelines and to submit photos, 
visit artsw.org/decades. 

A Call for Photos of 
the Past 50 Years in 

Westchester 
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When my family moved to the 
south when I was eight years old, 
I was amazed with some of the 
colloquialisms I heard that were 
so foreign to my ear transplanted 
from South Philadelphia. Like 
one from my our next-door 
neighbor Ethel who liked to say 
how much she loved her husband 
even though he was as “ugly as a 
mud fence.” 

I thought of that phrase 
recently when I pondered an 
ugly fence confronting me 
upon removing a row of sickly 
hemlocks, stricken years ago by 
a disease caused by thrips, pulled 
out by their roots, revealing a weather-
beaten stockade fence that separates the 
back of my property from another. It had 
fallen into disrepair with slats cracked 
and pieces missing here and there. Rather 
than replacing it at considerable expense, 
I thought of a more creative approach: 
hiding it with a fast-growing vine.  

I called in John Fitzpatrick of Fritz 
Landscaping to help me make the choice 
of which would be fastest growing. He 
suggested honeysuckle.

Fast growing vines give flexibility of 
form and function to the home landscaper; 
they can be directed to grow into unique, 
arching flights of design fancy or they can 
sprout into a quick, concealing blanket to 

cover up any unsightly structure 
or serve as a privacy screen. On a 
steep slope they can even spread 
out into a groundcover to slow 
down erosion.

If you want to use vines 
creatively in the garden, it helps 
to become familiar with the 
growing patterns of the varieties 
available: tendril climbers, 
twining vines, scrambling plants 
and clinging climbers. 

Tendril climbers have thin 
shoots from the main stem of the 
plant, and these twist around any 
narrow support. This variety of 
vine grows very well on trellises 

and heavy gauge wire netting. 
Twining vines climb by wrapping their 

main stems directly around a support. 
These vines usually need to be gently 
trained to grow in the direction you want. 
Whatever structure you use to support 
twining or tendril climbers, be sure that 
it does not lie flush against a wall or other 
surface. Not only does the vine need space 
behind the structure to grip it, but the 
ventilation will help keep the vines and any 
wooden support dry and healthy.

Scrambling plants don’t wrap themselves 
around any support. Instead they grow out 
long shoots that climb over whatever they 
encounter. These vines serve as excellent 
groundcovers or “cascading” plants, but 

it’s best if their dead stems are pruned 
regularly. 

Clinging climbers grip surfaces with 
small, adhesive aerial rootlets, which 
hang on even after the stem dies. These 
should only be grown on stone or very 
solid masonry as the grips can dig into and 
damage wood and brittle surfaces.

An additional concern with vines is 
keeping them from taking over the yard. 
In a worst-case scenario, the vines can 
completely smother trees and other plants 
in the landscape, as can be seen with the 
infestations of Asiatic Bittersweet along 
some roads in the metro New York area. 
(My local readers can visit vinecutter.com 
to join groups that cut these vines down.) 

On my own, smaller scale, I find that 
planting vines in pots or plastic pails set 
into the ground keeps the growth under 
control. I used this method successfully 
with bugleweed that has the unfortunate 
habit of taking over a lawn.

You can grow vines for fruit, flowers or 
shade, but what I investigated for hiding 
my ugly fence were the following vines that 
grow quickly:

Honeysuckle, a twining vine, can grow 
from 7 to 30 feet in a single summer, 
depending on the variety and growing 
conditions. Give them a support to grow 
on if you don’t want them to become 
shrubby. These fragrant blooms attract 
hummingbirds and butterflies.

Virginia Creeper, a climbing vine, can 
grow up to 50 feet. It’s identified by its 
leaves, which have five leaflets, are green, 
but are tinted with red when they first grow. 
In the fall, all the leaves turn deep red. 

Clematis Etoile Violette can grow 8 
to12 feet in a summer and sport profuse 
purple blossoms in July and September. 
They are good on posts, fences or wire 
frames.

Wisteria needs training in the 
beginning, but will eventually develop 
woody stems that are beautiful year-round. 
The cascading blossoms are spectacular, 
but take care that the vine doesn’t spread 
past where you want it.

Evergreen clematis grows by tendrils, 
and its downward-drooping leaves give it 
a “weeping” effect. This white-blossomed 
vine is an excellent choice for quickly 
covering a mailbox or wire fence.

For any garden advice or landscaping 
needs, call John Fitzpatrick at 914-618-
1549.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, Inc., 
the longest running public relations agency in 
Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.com). His 
real estate site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.
com, and his blog is www.TheHomeGuru.
com. To engage the services of The Home 
Guru and his team to market your home for 
sale, call 914-522-2076.

Vines Can Hide a Multitude of Sins . . . Or Take Over

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

Graduation Diplomas & Teacher Gifts



June 23 - June 29, 2015www.TheExaminerNews.com 17

By Colette Connolly
There’s a lot of history within the walls 

of Travelers Rest, a Westchester County 
landmark that was once a popular 
stopping-off point for stagecoach 
travelers making their way to New York 
City in the late 1880s. 

Today, it’s a popular Continental-
German restaurant run by Tina and 
Gary Langner, who have owned the 
establishment since 1961.

Gary Langner’s father, Gerhardt, 
purchased the property with only $300 
to his name. Langer took over the 
business when he was 18 years old.  

Over the years, the hard-working 
German immigrant, who worked as 
an apprentice for the Hotel Atlantic in 
Hamburg before coming to the United 
States, rebuilt one room at a time and 
then added several more.

Today his work can be seen in the 
wood-paneled walls that are evident 
throughout the building and in the 
stonework outside. 

Adding to the restaurant’s Old World 
charm are fireplaces in all four dining 
rooms as well as elaborate lighting 
fixtures that match the names of the 
rooms, includindg the newly created 
Tap Room, on the Terrace. 

The restaurant is noted for its 
German specialties, including the 
delicious jaeger schnitzel spaetzle, the 
sauerbraten served with red cabbage 
and dumplings and the Wiener 
Schnitzel, a sautéed breaded veal cutlet. 
But its most popular attraction is the 
one-acre manicured garden, turning 
the restaurant into a destination spot 
for outdoor events, Tina Langner said.

“In fact, we’re known throughout 
Westchester County as a wedding 
destination,” she said.

The lush gardens are well suited 
to special events, featuring mature 
perennials and breathtaking seasonal 
annuals along with spectacular 
stone benches, elegant urns, bridges  
and a gazebo. 

While the 10,000-square-foot 
Travelers Rest has always been known 
as a place where families could celebrate 
anniversaries, birthdays, communions, 
showers and Bar and Bat Mitzvahs, the 
Langners realized the importance of 
creating a different type of space where 
customers could grab a quick bite, enjoy 
a few drinks and watch TV. 

The result is the newly opened Tap 
Room on the Terrace, which includes 
an original leather, wood and brass bar 
and big-screen TV, a small-bites menu 
with items from $4.95 to $14.95, al 
fresco dining and a happy hour every 
day from 5 to 7 p.m. when all drinks are 

half price. 
A three-course dinner menu for 

$29.95 is available all week and a 
special all-you-can-eat prime rib night 
has become a popular Friday night 
tradition for many of the restaurant’s 
loyal customers. 

Other notable features include an 
immaculate ladies room with sinks in 
every stall and one of the biggest kitchens 
of any restaurant in Westchester, said 
Langner. 

The couple is proud of what they’ve 
accomplished. In recent years they’ve 
brought son Gary Jr., who serves as 
bar manager, and daughter Brooke into 
the fold, with the hope that they might 
carry on the family business tradition.

“I don’t think there’s anything else 
I would want to do besides this,” said 
Langner, who coordinates events for 
the restaurant. “To me, this is one of 
Westchester’s hidden treasures -- a 
diamond in the rough, some might say.”

Travelers Rest offers live music on 
the weekends, as well as monthly disco 
nights and Sip and Dip parties. 

The restaurant is open Wednesday 
and Thursday from 5 to 9:30 p.m., 
Fridays and Saturdays from 5 to 10 p.m. 
and on Sundays from 1 to 9 p.m. 

For more information or to make a 
reservation or to book an event, call 914-
941-7744 or visit http://thetravelersrest.
com.
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Travelers Rest
Ossining

The grounds of  Travelers Rest, which makes for a 
perfect setting for a wedding, party or an evening 
dinner.
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Tuesday, June 23
The Hit Men. A group of amazing 

performers, superb musicians, superior 
vocalists, great arrangers and creative 
composers. They have reunited to go on 
tour again to relive the magic they created 
on stages in recording studios and around 
the world. Featuring performing and/
or recording members of megastar acts 
including Frankie Valli & The 4 Seasons, 
Tommy James & The Shondells, The 
Critters, Carly Simon, Jim Croce, Cat 
Stevens, Barry Manilow, Elton John and 
Kiki Dee. Westchester Broadway Theatre,1 
Broadway Plaza, Elmsford. Dinner at 6:15 
p.m. Show at 8 p.m. $84 per person, plus 
tax. Info and tickets: 914-592-2222 or visit 
www.BroadwayTheatre.com.

Italian Language and Culture With 
Mara De Matteo. Born and raised in Italy, 
De Matteo combines lively conversation 
with grammatical instruction in her classes, 
creating interactive lessons on the richness 
of Italian culture, past and present, through 
real-life anecdotes, literature, personal 
memoirs, films and photography. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd 
East, Armonk. 6:30 p.m. Free. Info: 914-
273-3887.

Wednesday, June 24
Master Networker Meeting. Join this 

high-energy interactive membership 
network of learning-based, service-oriented 
entrepreneurs and business leaders. Come 
be a guest any Wednesday to learn more 
about this world-class business training 
and referral program. Mount Kisco Coach 
Diner, 252 E. Main St., Mount. 7:30 to 
8:30 a.m. Free. Every Wednesday. RSVP 
suggested. Info and RSVP: Contact Julie 
Genovesi at 303-929-7203 or e-mail julie@
eurobella.net or just drop in. 

Zumba Fitness. Achieve long-term 
benefits while having a blast in one exciting 
hour of calorie-burning, body-energizing, 
awe-inspiring movements meant to engage 
and captivate for life. For all fitness levels. 
Dance Emotions, 75 S. Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua. Every Monday and Wednesday 
at 9 a.m. and Saturdays at 10 a.m. Drop in 
or weekly discount rates available. Info: 
Contact Peggy at 914 960-4097.

Mother Nature’s Story Time. Enjoy 
summer days with nature-themed stories, 
nature walks, live animals and crafts during 
this six-week session. Dress for outdoor 
activity. For children two to four years 
old; with parent or caregiver. Greenburgh 
Nature Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 
10 to 11 a.m. Members: $50 per child for 
session. Non-members: $90 per child 
for session. Session runs on Wednesdays 
through Aug. 5. Pre-registration and 
pre-payment required. Info and pre-
registration: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Pound Fitness Program. A 45-minute 
full-body cardio and stress relief jam session, 

fusing Pilates, cardio, plyometrics, isometric 
movements and poses. Using lightly 
weighted drumsticks called Ripstix™ and 
combining constant simulated drumming 
resulting in working the entire body. Dance 
Emotions, 75 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 
10:15 a.m. $20. Every Wednesday. Info: 
Contact Peggy at 914 960-4097.

Mommy Meet Up. Whether it’s your first 
child or your fifth, this program is a great way 
to get out of the house, meet new friends and 
enjoy time with your baby. For newborns 
birth to eight months old and their moms. 
Romperee Indoor Playground at World 
Cup Nursery School & Kindergarten 160 
Hunts Lane, Chappaqua, 10:15 to 11 a.m. 
Free. Every Wednesday (except holidays) 
through June. Info: Contact Kim Bremer at 
914-238-9267 ext. 20.

Senior Benefits Information Center. 
Counselors offer older adults one-on-
one counseling covering a broad range 
of topics including Medicare health and 
prescription plans, food stamps, HEAP, 
EPIC, weatherization, minor home repair 
and tax relief programs. Mount Kisco Public 
Library, 100 Main St., Mount Kisco. 10:30 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Free. Every Wednesday. 
Info: 914-231-3260.

Support Group for Alzheimer’s 
Caregivers. Temple Shaaray Tefila and 
Westchester Jewish Community Services 
have scheduled this forum to provide a 
place for caregivers to discuss their feelings, 
share their experiences and support one 
another. A specialist from the Alzheimer’s 
Association will lead the group and provide 
educational materials and information. All 
welcome. Temple Shaaray Tefila’s Youth 
Lounge, 89 Baldwin Rd., Baldwin Corners. 
11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Free. Meets the second 
and fourth Wednesday of each month. 
Registration required. Info and registration: 
Contact the Alzheimer’s Association at 800-
272-3900 or visit www.alz.org/hudsonvalley.

Knitting Club. Come learn to knit, or if 
you already know how, bring your current 
project and enjoy a visit with other knitters 
and crocheters. Beginners should bring a 
pair off size 8 or 10 straight knitting needles 
and skein or worsted weight yarn. Open to 
knitters and crocheters 10 years old and up. 
Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main 
St., Mount Kisco. 4 to 5:30 p.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. Info: 914-666-8041.

Art Discussion Series: Stained Glass 
From Cathedrals to Sculptures. Donatello 
and Ghiberti to Tiffany, stained glass as 
an art form has had many purposes and 
interpretations. Examine certain hallmark 
stained glass works as well as looking at 
the various methods of creation from the 
Middle Ages through the early 20th century. 
Led by Professor Valerie Franco. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. 
East, Armonk. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-
3887 or www.northcastlelibrary.org.

Thursday, June 25

Let Your Yoga Dance Classes. The 
popular Kripalu noon dance class is now 
in Chappaqua! Combines easy dance, 
gentle yoga and great music. Come join this 
noncompetitive, heart pumping and joyful 
experience. Drop-ins welcome. Dance 
Emotions, 75 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua.10 
a.m. $20 per 75-minute class. Every Tuesday 
and Thursday. Info: 914-238-8974 or email 
claudiayogadance@gmail.com.

Story Time Playgroup. Join Miss 
Debbie for a story, music and playtime 
with toys and books in this new program. 
Children and a parent or caregiver can 
spend special time together and make new 
friends. For children six months to four 
years old. Mount Pleasant Public Library, 
350 Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 1:45 to 2:30 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-769-0548 or visit www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Read to Rover. Dogs love listening to 
stories. Come meet Rover and read your 
favorite story. For children five years old 
and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 
E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 4:30 to 5:30 
p.m. Info: 914-864-0130 or visit www.
mountkiscolibrary.org.

Genealogy Workshop With Jackie 
Graziano. Receive an overview of the 
process, including tips for starting and 
for getting past “roadblocks.” Focus is on 
using records held by government offices, 
libraries and historical societies combined 
with strategies for using the Internet. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. 
East, Armonk. 6:30 p.m. Free. Info: 914-
273-3887.

Zumba Fitness Class. Addie-Tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza (lower level), Pleasantville. 7 to 8 p.m. 
$15 a class. $29 for four classes. $55 for 
eight classes. Meets every Thursday. Also 
Saturdays from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. Info: 917-
215-1720, e-mail AddietudeDance@gmail.
com or visit www.Addie-tude.com.

Friday, June 26
Movies in Millwood: “Jungle Book.” 

The Chappaqua-Millwood Chamber of 
Commerce and Drug Mart present the 
last of four screenings of family movies 
on consecutive Friday nights. Millwood 
Park, Route 100, Millwood. Gates open at 
6:30 p.m. Movie at sundown. Free. Food 
available for purchase or may be brought 
in. Info: See the chamber of commerce’s 
Facebook page.

Opening Reception for “Knit 
Knit Bomb Bomb” and All-Age Art 
Workshop. Pelham Art Center’s outdoor 
Courtyard will be colorfully ablaze this 
with a yarn bombing installation that 
will cover stretches of its brick walls, 
tree branches, benches and other objects 
with knitted garments. This community 
knitting project led by Maureen McCourt 
and Gail Heidel transforms the context of 
everyday objects as a new way to activate 
public space. In conjunction with the 

new work local artists exhibit. Pelham 
Art Center, 155 Fifth Ave., Pelham. 6:30 
to 8 p.m. Free. Exhibit continues through 
Aug. 31. Info: 914-738-2525 or visit www.
pelhamartcenter.org.

Friday Night Films: “The 
Intouchables”  Winner of the 2011 Cesars 
(France’s equivalent of the Oscars), this 
French dramatic comedy has everything 
a solid romance should: high-speed car 
chases, unrequited love, devoted friends 
and an ever-vigilant wingman. Based 
on the true life story of Duke Phillipe 
Pozzo di Borgo. In French with English 
subtitles. Discussion led by Professor Val 
Franco. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd., Armonk. 7 p.m. Free. 
Info: 914-273-3887. 

A Night on Fire. A fully choreographed, 
live display of fire arts featuring flame-
wielding, fire-eating performers twisting 
and turning, juggling and dancing, spinning 
and sword fighting. Jaw-dropping stunts, 
knee-slapping humor and just enough 
danger to create a spectacle guaranteed 
to have you talking about it long after the 
fire’s extinguished. For all ages. Philipsburg 
Manor, 381 N. Broadway (Route 9), Sleepy 
Hollow.  8:30  p.m.  $22. Children (17 and 
under): $16. A $5 discount for Historic 
Hudson Valley members. Also June 27 at 
8 and 9:30 p.m. and June 28 at 8 p.m. Info 
and tickets: Visit www.hudsonvalley.org.

Saturday, June 27
Pleasantville Farmers Market. Come 

experience the largest farmers market 
in Westchester, the one voted Best of 
Westchester 2014 by the readers of 
Westchester Magazine for its 18th outdoor 
season. With over 55 vendors, seven 
nearby parking lots and creative weekly 
programming, it’s a delicious good time 
every Saturday. This week, Tipsy Oxcart 
serves up raucous Balkan music, infusing 
the sounds of southeastern Europe with 
elements of jazz, funk and more. Enjoy 
violin solos, accordion grooves, lively 
clarinet and a fun rhythm section. Kids 
can sing and dance with Pleasantville’s 
superstar Miss Patti. Memorial Plaza, 
Pleasantville. 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Info: Visit 
pleasantvillefarmersmarket.org.

Chappaqua Farmers Market. Brining 
locally-raised and produced food to the 
community in a weekly market, creating 
a connection between shoppers and 
small-scale food producers in the region. 
Featuring about 40 vendors weekly. 
Also includes music, children’s activities 
and a food demonstration. Chappaqua 
train station, Chappaqua. 8:30 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Every Saturday. Info: Visit www.
chappaquafarmersmarket.org.

Mount Kisco Farmers Market. St. 
Mark’s Church, 85 Main St., Mount Kisco. 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Info: Visit https://www.
facebook.com/MtKiscoFarmersMarket.

continued on page 20

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Martin Wilbur at mwilbur@theexaminernews.com.com.
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Seven Deadly Sins Featured in New Jacob Burns Series
By Neal Rentz

Lust, gluttony, greed, sloth, wrath, 
envy and pride.

They are known as the seven deadly 
sins and will be featured as themes 
in a new film series starting tonight 
(Tuesday) at the Jacob Burns Film 
Center.

Film center programmer Andrew 
Jupin, who helped organize the Deadly 
SINema series, said the program is being 
held in conjunction with “The Seven 
Deadly Sins,” a series of exhibitions at 
the Aldrich Contemporary Art Museum, 
the Bruce Museum, the Hudson River 
Museum, the Hudson Valley Center 
for Contemporary Art, the Katonah 
Museum of Art, the Neuberger Museum 
of Art and Wave Hill. Jupin said the 
Burns was asked to create a film series 
to tie into the museums’ program. 

The sins will be themes in a collection 
of seven eclectic narrative films.

Jupin said gluttony will be featured in 
the opening night movie, “The Discreet 
Charm of the Bourgeoisie,” a surreal 
comedy directed by Luis Buñuel. The 
film, which received the 1972 Academy 
Award for Best Foreign Language nod, 
tells a story of six people just who are 
are continually thwarted from sitting 
down and having a meal.

Following the film, there will be a 
question-and-answer session featuring 

Jack Algiere, four season farm 

director at Stone Barns, and Emilie 
Clark, whose one-person installation 
at the Katonah Museum of Art, “The 
Delicacy of Decomposition,” opens on 
July 12.

Greed is one of the themes of the 
silent film classic “The Gold Rush,” 
directed by and starring Charlie Chaplin 
that will be screened on June 27. The 
occasionally dark comedy is based on 

the Klondike Gold Rush.
The closing night feature includes 

themes of lust, greed, pride and envy. 
The film is the 1954 musical “Seven 
Brides for Seven Brothers,” directed by 
Stanley Donan. Jupin said that even 
though the film is often thought of as 
light entertainment, it actually features 
some dark themes.

Members of any of the participating 

museums who buy tickets to the series 
will receive Jacob Burns Film Center 
member prices. 

The Jacob Burns Film Center 
is located at 364 Manville Rd. in 
Pleasantville. Call 914-747-5555 or 
visit www.burnsfilmcenter.org for 
information, including the full schedule 
and ticket prices.

William “Bill” Primavera is a NYS Licensed Real Estate salesperson, William Raveis Real Estate,1820 Commerce Street,Yorktown Heights,
NY 10598, 914-245-0460. www.raveis.com. Learn more about Bill Primavera, “The Home Guru” Realtor, at: www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com. 

W I L L I A M  R A V E I S  
REAL ESTATE * MORTGAGE * INSURANCE

Bill Primavera 
“The Home Guru” Realtor
Suffers a Split Personality!

Have you heard?

He’s a top notch realtor, but also founder and CEO of
Westchester’s longest running public relations firm and

that’s a very GOOD thing when it comes to the 
creative marketing of your home for sale.

To hire the realtor with public relations
expertise, call Bill at 914-522-2076.

Split Personality Ad_Layout 1  4/18/2015  3:27 PM  Page 1

JACOB BURNS FILM CENTER PHOTOS
“The Discreet Charm of  the Bourgeoisie,” the 1972 surreal comedy directed by Luis Buñuel, is the 
opening night feature in the Deadly SINema series scheduled for this week at the Jacob Burns Film 
Center in Pleasantville. Some of  the film’s stars are, left to right, Fernando Rey, Delphine Seyrig and 
Paul Frankeur.

Charlie Chaplin stars as The Little Tramp in the 
1925 silent classic “The Gold Rush.” The film will 
be screened on June 27 as part of  the Deadly 
SINema series.
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Tai Chi With Larry Attile. Learn 
specific feldenkrais and chi kung breathing 
techniques for deep relaxation and apply 
them to tai chi movement. A hands-on class 
that is geared to the level of experience of 
the class. Please wear comfortable clothes 
and bring a floor mat or towel. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 10:30 a.m. Free.Info: 
914-273-3887.

Adult Salsa Class. Addie-Tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza (lower level), Pleasantville. 11 a.m. 
to noon. Free. $12. Every Saturday. Also 
Mondays from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Info: 917-
215-1720 or visit www.addie-tude.com.

Teaching Trails: A Community Path for 
Environmental Education. Join guided 
trail experience through the woodland 
forest. Discover who left that track, which 
tree makes the best animal home or which 
plant makes its own heat to help melt 
through the late winter ice. Program runs 
about 30 minutes. Greenburgh Nature 
Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 11:30 
a.m. Free. Every Saturday and Sunday 
(except July 4) Info: 914-723-3470 or visit 
www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Pound Fitness Program. A 45-minute 
full-body cardio and stress relief jam 
session, fusing Pilates, cardio, plyometrics, 
isometric movements and poses. Using 
lightly weighted drumsticks called Ripstix™ 
and combining constant simulated 
drumming resulting in working the entire 
body. TADA Theatre And Dance Arts, 
131 Bedford Rd., Katonah. 11:45 a.m. $20. 
Every Saturday; also Wednesdays at 7:30 
p.m. Info: Contact Peggy at 914 960-4097.

Walk Among Live Butterflies Grand 
Opening. Located in the new wildflower 
meadow, this exhibit provides a natural 
setting for people and pollinators. Learn 
about native plants and butterflies and 
how they rely on one another. For all 
ages. Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 
Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Members: Free. Non-members: $11 
for adults. Seniors and students: $10. 
Children (2-12): $9. Children under 2: 
Free. Includes admission to Manor House. 
Exhibit runs through Aug. 2 (closed on 
Fridays). Info: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org. 

“The Gold Rush.” As part of the Fairfield 
Westchester Museum Alliance’s “The 
Seven Deadly Sins” joint programming 
effort, the Neuberger Museum of Art is 
hosting a special screening of this Charlie 
Chaplin comedy about a prospector’s 
search for gold in the Klondike, which 
cemented the iconic status of the Little 
Tramp character. This newly restored print 
features Chaplin’s original music. Jacob 
Burns Film Center, 364 Manville Rd., 
Pleasantville. 3 p.m. Neuberger Museum 
members: $7. Non-members: $12. Non-
member children (under 12): $7.50. Info: 

914-251-6100 or visit www.neuberger.org 
or www.burnsfilmcenter.org.

Color! Color! Color! Opening 
Reception. This new group exhibition 
features works bursting with colorful 
imagery in a variety of media, including 
photography, oils, acrylics, printmaking, 
mixed media, fiber and jewelry. All works 
are affordably priced for sale. Mamaroneck 
Artists Guild, 126 Larchmont Ave., 
Larchmont. 3 to 5 p.m. Free. Exhibit 
runs through July 11. Gallery hours 
are Tuesday through Saturday 12 to 5 
p.m. Info: 914-834-1117 or visit www.
mamaroneckartistsguild.org.

Pleasantville Movie Screening: “E.T.” 
The Pleasantville Hiawatha Masonic 
Lodge will present the second of two 
movie screenings for the community to 
enjoy. Food available for purchase or bring 
a picnic. Bedford Road School field, 289 
Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. Open at about 
7:30 p.m. Movie at sundown. Free.

The Marshall Tucker Band. Celebrate 
the Paramount Hudson Valley’s 
85th anniversary with this iconic 
multiplatinum-selling group, which will 
perform its greatest hits including “Heard 
it in a Love Song,” “Can’t You See,” “Fire on 
the Mountain,” “Take the Highway” and 
many more. Paramount Hudson Valley, 
1008 Brown St., Peekskill. 8 p.m. $39 and 
$52. Info and tickets: 914-739-0039 or visit 
www.paramounthudsonvalley.com.

Sunday, June 28
Irish-American Heritage Festival. The 

festival begins with Mass at noon followed 
by entertainment, which includes the Tara 
Gold Band, Ian Gallagher, the McLean 
Avenue Band, a bagpipe band performance 
and the Deirdre O’Mara School of Irish 
Dancers. There will also be arts, crafts, 
jewelry, clothing and other vendors, 
children’s activities and Westchester 
County’s fitness center on wheels, the Fit-
Mobile. Ridge Road Park, Hartsdale. 12 
to 6 p.m. $5. Children (under 14): Free 
Rain or shine Info: 914-439-5773 or visit 
aiawestchester.com.

African-American Heritage Festival. 
The theme for this year’s festival is 
“Celebrating Black Men Making a 
Positive Impact.” The day’s events include 
entertainment by musical groups and 
dancers along with drama and poetry 
readings, health and educational exhibits 
and activities for children. Visitors will 
also be able to browse the many wares 
of vendors who will be on hand selling 
traditional arts and crafts and countless 
types of ethnic foods. Bring a folding 
chair or blanket. Kensico Dam Plaza, 
Valhalla. 12 to 7 p.m. Free. Rain or shine 
Info: 914-864-PARK or visit www.parks.
westchestergov.com.

Storywalk Opening Celebration. 
Naturalist John Mancuso leads you along 
the woodland trail to enjoy a favorite 
children’s storybook, “Red Fox at Hickory 

Lane” by Kathleen M. Hollenbeck. 
California Pizza Kitchen will be on 
hand with food and drinks to sample. 
Recommended for children up to eight 
years old. Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 
Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 1 p.m. Free. Runs 
through Sept. 27. Info: 914-723-3470 or 
visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.org. 

College Safety and Prevention 
Awareness. Topics to be discussed 
include sex crimes, domestic and dating 
violence, alcohol and drug abuse and 
theft prevention. Led by Officer Matt 
Leach. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 1 p.m. 
Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

Jim Brickman in Concert: The 
Platinum Tour. Brickman commemorates 
the last two decades with this concert, 
“Celebrating 20 Years.” Marking this 
milestone of his dynamic career, he will 
showcase new music, along with the hits 
that has made the two-time Grammy 
Award winner the most charted adult 
contemporary artist. White Plains 
Performing Arts Center, 11 City Place, 
White Plains. 2 p.m. $30 to $45. Info and 
tickets: 914-328-1600 or visit www.wppac.
com.

Songs for a Cause. A musical benefit 
featuring singer-songwriters Jake Klar, 
Elizabeth Kemler and Beth Blatt. To benefit 
Hour Children, which helps create healthy 
family relationships for incarcerated 
women and their children at Bedford Hills 
Correctional Facility. Katonah Village 
Library, 26 Bedford Rd., Katonah. 5 to 
7 p.m. $15 (includes a wine and cheese 
reception).

Monday, June 29
Knitting Group. Hats for our servicemen 

and women overseas and other ongoing 
projects for care centers and hospitals. 
Clinton Street Center, 1A Clinton St., 
Pleasantville. 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Monday. Info: 914-769-2021.

Wild Encounters Story Time. Nature 
discovery for youngsters. Enjoy a nature-
themed story and discover the wonders 
of nature while exploring fields, forests or 
landscaped grounds. Dress for outdoor 
activity. Except in extreme weather 
conditions, a portion of each class is 
spent outdoors. For children three to 
five years old; with a parent or caregiver. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 1 to 2 p.m. Members: $9 per 
child. Non-member: $12 per child. Every 
Monday. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.  

Zumba Class. Open to all. Drop-ins 
welcome; no membership needed. PFX, 101 
Castleton St., Pleasantville. 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
$10 a class. Every Monday. Info: Contact 
Amy Olin at olin.amyj@gmail.com.

Tuesday, June 30
“Human Resources 101.” Whether 

you’re hiring your first employee or 

your 15th, learn what every early stage 
company should know about human 
resources. This program willl touch on 
all of the details, from legal issues to 
communicating with your employees. 
Company culture is a make-or-break for 
keeping millennials on staff - and it all 
starts with HR! Open to entrepreneurs 
and startup resources in all industries. 
Presented by Accelerate Westchester, an 
entrepreneur’s meet-up. Meridian Risk 
Management, 1 Wolfs Lane, Pelham. 
Registration and networking at 5:30 p.m. 
Panel presentation at 6 p.m.

Sparkle for a Cause Fundraiser. The 
Chappaqua Children’s Book Festival will 
hold this event to raise funds to offer 
Chappaqua Children’s Book Festival gift 
cards to less fortunate children. Come for 
small bites, sparkling wine and martini 
menu. Sponsored by the Amy Marie 
Crabtree Foundation. Amy’s Garden at 
Crabtree’s Kittle House, 11 Kittle Rd., 
Chappaqua. 6 p.m. Free. R.S.V.P. required. 
R.S.V.P.: e-mail chapbook@yahoo.com. 
Info: 914-666-8044.

Wednesday, July 1
Mind Games. A fun way for seniors 

to stimulate their minds and improve 
cognitive functioning--memory, visual 
recall, problem solving, focus and speed 
and spatial reasoning--by playing group 
games. Phelps Memorial Hospital Center 
boardroom, 701 N. Broadway, Sleepy 
Hollow. 2 to 3:30 p.m. Free. Registration 
required. Info and registration: 914-366-
3937.

Friday, July 3
Kensico Dam Music Fest and 

Fireworks. Live entertainment with 
patriotic music and fireworks. Bring 
blankets and chairs for seating. Carpooling 
is strongly suggested. Kensico Dam Plaza, 
Valhalla. 6 to 9:45 p.m. Free. Info: 914-231-
4033.

Saturday, July 4
Pleasantville Farmers Market. Come 

experience the largest farmers market 
in Westchester, the one voted Best of 
Westchester 2014 by the readers of 
Westchester Magazine for its 18th outdoor 
season. With over 55 vendors, seven 
nearby parking lots and creative weekly 
programming, it’s a delicious good time 
every Saturday. This week, DuoEssence, 
featuring flautist Rebecca Kuehl and 
classical guitarist Chris Funke, will 
entertain visitors. Kuehl and Funke have 
played classical, Brazilian, world music 
and American folk from Taos to Spain to 
Carnegie Hall to Pleasantville. They train 
the next generation of musicians at the 
Mozartina Arts Conservatory in Tarrytown 
as well. Also, Athlete’s Warehouse presents 
this week’s activity for kids. Memorial 
Plaza, Pleasantville. 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Info: Visit pleasantvillefarmersmarket.org.

continued from page 18
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Your kidneys are easy 
to ignore. They purr 
away filtering your blood, 
eliminating toxins and 
impurities and they rarely 
complain. 

However, you don’t 
want to take these vital 
organs for granted. When 
a kidney infection or 
chronic disease progresses 
too far, your kidneys 
can sustain permanent 
damage. Should 
something go wrong with 
your kidneys, your life 
can change dramatically for the worse. 
In fact, 90,000 Americans die each year 
from kidney disease.

Among the many duties of these 
unassuming organs, foremost is 
removing waste from your bloodstream 
for elimination from the body. Each day 
they filter up to 150 quarts of blood, 
producing about one to two quarts 
of urine. They also help maintain the 
balance of water and electrolytes like 
sodium and potassium in your body. 
On top of that important work, the 
kidneys also generate hormones that 
help regulate blood pressure and make 
red blood cells. 

Kidneys accomplish this valuable work 
through the use of roughly a million 

filtering units per kidney 
known as nephrons. 
This is why kidney 
specialists are known as 
nephrologists, and the 
field of kidney medicine 
is called nephrology. A 
number of systemic, or 
underlying, conditions 
such as diabetes mellitus 
and cardiovascular disease 
can damage nephrons. 

A family history 
of kidney disease, 
autoimmune diseases – 
which can cause nephritis 

or vasculitis – allergic reactions to drugs 
and kidney stones can also damage your 
kidneys and place them at higher risk 
of failure. Behaviors that can damage 
kidneys include smoking or relying 
too much on over-the-counter NSAID 
pain medications such as ibuprofen or 
naproxen. When kidneys begin to fail, 
waste products build up in the body 
leading to very serious health issues.

Unfortunately, early kidney disease 
is difficult to spot. There are rarely 
obvious symptoms, so it’s important to 
check with your primary care physician 
if you notice any small changes such 
as discoloration of—or a decrease in—
urine, or any swelling that may be due 
to the retention of fluids. If you’re under 

doctor’s orders to take large doses of 
NSAIDs, your kidney function should be 
closely monitored. When kidney disease 
is suspected, your primary care physician 
will refer you to a nephrologist for 
consultation and evaluation. A thorough 
examination, blood tests, imaging studies 
and occasionally a biopsy are tools used 
to help uncover the underlying cause, 
which will guide treatment. It is also 
necessary to determine the stage of 
kidney disease if it is present. 

Many people with chronic kidney 
disease remain stable or progress 
slowly if their underlying condition 
is caught early enough and treated. 
However, in some instances kidney 
disease does progress. For those cases, 
renal replacement therapy is available 
in the form of dialysis (hemodialysis or 
peritoneal dialysis) or a transplant.

You can avoid trouble by making 
sure you control high blood pressure, 
or if you have diabetes, managing your 
blood-sugar by being careful to take 
your medications. People at elevated 
risk due to chronic conditions like heart 
disease or diabetes should get blood 
tests and urine tests to screen for early 
kidney disease. Have a chat with your 
doctor about the health of your kidneys 
and whether it makes sense to have them 
tested. This organ is critical for life. You 
won’t regret it, especially if you’re able to 

catch any kidney damage early.
If you have chronic kidney disease, I 

strongly urge you to visit www.davita.
com and find a FREE Kidney Smart® 
Class near you.

Dr. Martin Saltzman is chief of the 
Division of Nephrology at Northern 
Westchester Hospital and a member of 
the Mount Kisco Medical Group. He has 
been recognized as a Top Doctor by Castle 
Connolly and Westchester Magazine, and 
has received a Best Doctors Award from 
New York Magazine.

urgent care
MKMG

Providing the Highest Quality Medical Care For You and Your Family  
Throughout Westchester, Putnam, Dutchess and Ulster County

360 North Bedford Road 
Mount Kisco, NY 10549

Now serving Mount Kisco 
and surrounding communities

No Appointment Necessary 
Walk-In Services 

Open 7 Days a Week • 8:00am-7:45pm
Services include treatment of:

• Ear, Nose & Throat Problems   

• Sprains & Fractures   

• Infections   

• Eye Symptoms 

• Cold/Flu Symptoms   

• & More

Walk-in services are available for adult and pediatric patients.  
Both existing MKMG patients and new patients are welcome.

For more information call  844-484-6564 
or visit mkmg.com

By Dr. Martin Saltzman

Your Kidneys Serve as Your Body’s Built-in Detox System 
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ADOPTION
Unplanned Pregnancy? Caring li-
censed adoption agency provides � -
nancial and emotional support. Choose 
from loving pre-approved families. Call 
Joy toll free 1-866-922-3678 or con� -
dential email:Adopt@ForeverFamilies-
� roughAdoption.org

A childless married couple wishes to 
adopt. Loving secure home life. Hands-
on mom & devoted dad. Large extended 
family. Expenses paid. Felica & Tom. 
1-844-286-1066

ARTS & ANTIQUES
ALL PAINTING & PRINTS WANT-
ED. ANY SUBJECTS. Water colors, old 
photos of NYC, baseball items, stamps, 
jewelry, comic books. Retired Police Of-
� cer. (914) 262-4494

AUTO DONATIONS
Help us help your neighbors! Do 
you have an old or unneeded CAR or 
TRUCK sitting in your driveway or 
garage? Consider donating it to York-
town Love in Action. We are a non-pro 
t 501(c)(3) tax deductible organiza-
tion that helps local residents in need. 
Whether the vehicle is running or not 
we will pick it up just Call: 914-490-
3966

Donate your car to Wheels For Wish-
es, bene� ting Make-A-Wish.  We o� er 
free towing and your donation is 100% 
tax deductible.  Call 315-400-0797 To-
day!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wish-
es, bene� ting Make-A-Wish. We o� er 
free towing and your donation is 100% 
tax deductible.  

Call 914-468-4999 Today!

BUSINESS FOR SALE
RESTAURANT FOR SALE: North-
ern Catskill Business District. Cocktail 
Lounge, Bar. Main Street Margaretville 
NY an ALL SEASONS Town. Turnkey, 
available immediately by owner. 845-
586-4884 binnekil@catskill.net

EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITY to join New York 
Land Quest. Wanted licensed real estate 
agent or associate broker experienced in 
listing and selling recreational land and 
country properties in your county and 
surrounding counties. For a con� den-
tial discussion call Carl Snyder, Broker 
607-280-5770 or e-mail your resume to 
carl@nylandquest.com

EVENTS
Rinaldi Flea Markets Open Every Sun-
day through October. 900 Dutchess 
Turnpike Poughkeepsie. See you there! 
RINALDIFLEAMARKETS.COM

HELP WANTED
CASHIER/COUNTER HELP. BP Cor-
tlandt Manor. Store help needed part 
time. Must be at least 21 years of age. 
Will train. Drug testing required. Call 
Yolanda (914) 755-0970

WAITRESS/WAITER & HOSTESS 
FOR BUSY DINER. Apply in person at 
Olympic Diner, Rt. 6, Mahopac. Ask for 
Nick.

ATTEND AVIATION COLLEGE Get 
FAA approved Aviation Maintenance 
training. Financial aid for quali� ed stu-
dents. Job placement assistance. Call 
AIM for free information 866-296-7093

Can You Dig It? Heavy Equipment 
Operator Career! We O� er Training 
and Certi� cations Running Bulldozers, 
Backhoes and Excavators. Lifetime Job 
Placement. VA Bene� ts Eligible! 1-866-
362-6497

HOMES FOR SALE
CARMEL - $250,000. (845) 282-1687.
Contractors/Investors special. Two fam-
ily ranch. 6 bedrooms, 4 1/2 baths, un-
� nished basement. 1 1/4 acre on cul-de-
sac. 3,000 sq. � . Serious inquiries only. 
Appointment necessary.

IN HOME PET SITTING
PLEASANT PAWS INN  LLC  Cater-
ing to the most discerning dog owners 
in Westchester. Our home will be their 
home. 24/7 one on one love. Boarding, 
daycare, walks &  transportation ser-
vices available.  Book a reservation at 
info@pleasantpawsinn.com or 914-
773-2020 or 914-906-8414. 9 Hobby 
St., Pleasantville.

LAND FOR SALE
50 X 150 RESIDENTIAL BUILDING 
LOT IN THORNWOOD.  Interested, 
call (914) 769-2982 and leave message.

 
MISCELLANEOUS
O�  ce/ warehouse 1400 SF @   $15.00 
SF
1 block from Train,Bus, shopping, min-
utes to highways also has storefront and  
loading dock 914-216-0002

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- 
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your 
own bandmill- Cut lumber any dimen-
sion. In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/
DVD: www.NorwoodSawmills.com 

1-800-578-1363 Ext.300N

MORTGAGES
Your Homeownership Partner. � e 
State of NY Mortgage Agency o� ers 
funds available for renovation. www.so-
nyma.org. 1-800-382-HOME(4663)

VACATION RENTALS
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of a� ordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open 
daily. Holiday Resort Services. 1-800-
638-2102. Online reservations: www.
holidayoc.com

WANTED
MOST CASH PAID FOR paint-
ings, antiques, furniture, silver, 
sculpture, jewelry, books, cam-
eras, records, instruments, coins, 
watches, gold, comics, sports cards, 
etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT
914-654-1683 

CASH for Coins! Buying Gold & Silver. 
Also Stamps, Paper Money, Comics, En-
tire Collections, Estates. Travel to your 
home. Call Marc in NY: 1-800-959-3419

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR
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By Jerry Eimbinder
Ben’s Scarsdale will present Latkes and 

Laughs, the restaurant’s first prix-fixe 
dinner-and-show event this Saturday, 
June 27 at 7 p.m.

Guests will have a choice of latkes 
or two other dinner selections.  
Performances by three comedians will 

follow dinner. 
Scott Singer, president of Ben’s 

Restaurant Group, said similar shows 
were held earlier this year at other Ben’s 
locations and were well-received. If this 
week’s show is successful, he said more 
events would be planned for the group’s 
Scarsdale restaurant.

The main course choices are a latkes 
dinner (three latkes and two sides), 
chicken (one-half roasted chicken and 
two sides) and brisket (also accompanied 
by two sides).  

The comedians that have been booked 
are members of the Wilshire Comedy 
Group--Steve Lazarus, also known as 

“The Beer Man,” 
Doug Adler and Les Degan.
The dinner and show will take place 

in the second-floor dinning area, which 
seats 88 patrons. The meals, which are 
$40 per person, also include dessert and 
unlimited soft drinks. Beverage service 
will be available during the show. Dinner 
begins at 7 p.m. and the show follows.

Reservations should be made in 
advance by telephone at 914-468-BENS. 
Have a credit card number ready when 
calling for a reservation. 

Ben’s Scarsdale, which opened in 
January, is located at 718 Central Ave. 
in Scarsdale, diagonally across the street 
from the Greenburgh Fire Department 
station. The restaurant has a parking lot.

In this age of 
instant news, 
instant data 
availability 
and instant 
gratification, I am 
suspect of most 
information that 
crosses the screens 
of my multiple 
electronic devices. 

So much of the rhetoric on the Internet, 
upon investigation, is ultimately opinion, 
not fact. It is increasingly difficult to 
discern between the two. To make matters 
worse, many purveyors of information 
feel compelled to do so in 100 words 
or less to satisfy Americans’ increasing 
Internet attention deficit disorders. Who 
needs compound sentences when short 
grammatical bites will do?

In the sphere of 
wine information, 
the same dilemma 
exists and persists. Be 
it commentary, wine 
ratings or descriptive 
adjectives, much wine 
information is subjective, 
making it difficult to rely 
on. This is quite evident 
in wine surveys. An informed public 
should be the goal of every organization 
that conducts surveys. But at times it is 

difficult to discern opinion from fact, 
perception from reality. One critic’s top 
wine of the year may be the next critic’s 
mediocre bottle.

Many of the surveys and poll results 
I’ve seen in my media travels center on 
individual wines, including listings such 
as the Top 100 Wines of the Year, Top 10 
Wines of the Month/Week/Day, Top In-
flight Wine Lists, Top 50 Wines Sold at 
Restaurants and Top Wine Values. A few 
are a bit more esoteric, such as Top Wine 
Travel Destinations, Top Winemakers and 
Top Sommeliers. Most merge into a cloud 
of sameness, with a pedantic approach 
that sets off my attention span limitation 
rather quickly.

Last week I came across yet another 
survey, but with a slightly different focus, 
and it intrigued me. Initially the title 
seemed rather ordinary: “The World’s 

Best Wine Lists of 2015.” 
What gave me pause 
to scrutinize this list 
amongst the myriad other 
surveys I see each month? 
The source of the survey, 
the highly regarded The 
World of Fine Wine 
magazine, and secondly 
the scope employed by 

the editor and judges. While its standards 
were not unique, the Fine Wine magazine 
judges revealed a trend in restaurant wine 

lists that I found refreshing. 
Of the thousands of wine lists 

scrutinized, only 300 made the best-in-
class cut. American restaurants (116) 
dominated the list among the 34 countries 
included. New York restaurants led the 
list with 40 honorees. The best list in the 
world? New York’s Eleven Madison Park, 
perennially rated one the best 
restaurants in the world. 

What caught my eye among 
several of the winners was the 
changing focus of current wine 
lists. No longer dedicated 
to high-end Bordeaux and 
Burgundy bottles, lists have 
become more eclectic, expansive and 
deep. Eleven Madison Park offers 3,000 
different choices, with prices as high 
as one wishes to spend. More on the 
changing focus of their wine list, and the 
role of a new breed of sommeliers at other 
restaurants, next week. 

So now we have a means to identify 
the top wine lists at the top restaurants 
in the world. But how to discern among 
wine lists at other, local fine dining 
establishments? Not to worry, there’s an 
app for that: Pickabottle. It focuses on New 
York City, but includes digitized versions 
of proprietary lists from restaurants in 
major cosmopolitan cities around the 
country and the world. 

And it is more than a compendium of 

detailed restaurant wine lists that permits 
consumers the ability to peruse a list 
without the at-table pressure so common 
when dining. A Westchester-based wine 
connoisseur, David Beckwith, of New 

York City’s Grand Cru Selections 
wine brokerage house, is one 
of the founders of Pickabottle. 
He tells me that for many of 
the app’s wine lists, a user can 
specify a particular country, 

style, price range or other 
criteria and the app will 

generate a curated list from 
which to select.  

While we traverse the Wild 
West landscape that is the 

Internet, there are sources of information 
that are perennially reliable, serving 
as a base that affords wine consumers 
the ability to navigate through massive 
data and provide vicarious adventures 
otherwise unavailable. Tread cautiously 
through the rest.

Nick Antonaccio is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

Beware the Many Faces of Media Hyperbole

Ben’s Scarsdale to Host Dinner and Standup Comedy Show 

By Jerry Eimbinder 
Two new homemade ice cream flavors 

have been introduced at Sherry B Dessert 
Studio in Chappaqua: blueberry crisp 
and roasted strawberry.

The blueberry crisp is comprised of 
vanilla ice cream, streusel and fresh 
blueberry sauce while the roasted 
strawberry ice cream is made from roasted 
pureed strawberries.

One of the most flavorful 
and unusual creations 
offered at this dessert oasis 
is called the Fluffernutter, 
an ice cream sandwich that 
adds speckles of peanut 
butter to marshmallow 
fluff ice cream and places 
them inside two slices 

of homemade banana bread. This 
combination is different from what is 
likely to be found at most ice cream 
parlors, but with it so delicious and priced 
at only $5, it’s well worth a try. 

Another ice cream sandwich that 
is equally tasty and tempting is the 
strawberry shortcake sandwich, also for 
$5.

The spacious Sherry B 
Dessert Studio, with plenty 
of comfortable seating, isn’t 
just a place to go for ice 
cream. Its treats also include 
cookies, cupcakes, brownies, 
crumb cakes, puddings, 
and flavored marshmallows 
such chocolate, raspberry, 
bourbon vanilla and dark 

rum.
Owner Sherry Blockinger, a Chappaqua 

resident, opened the establishment 
in September 2012. She grew up in 
Orangeburg and attended the Hackley 
School in Tarrytown from seventh grade 
through high school. She graduated 
from Purdue University with a major 
in communications and a minor in art 
and design and went on to earn degrees 
from the French Culinary Institute and 
the Institute of Culinary Education, both 
located in Manhattan. 

Before opening Sherry B, Blockinger 
was a private pastry chef.

Sherry B Dessert Studio also does 
caters. It is located at 65 King St. in 
Chappaqua. For more information, call 
914-238-8300 or visit www.sherryb.com.

JERRY EIMBINDER PHOTO
Latkes is one of  the meal selections at Latkes and 
Laughs, a dinner show at Ben’s Scarsdale.New Ice Cream Flavors at Chappaqua’s Sherry B Dessert Studio
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BYRAM HILLS
2015

New York State
Class A

Champions

Frankie Vesuvio delivers a pitch in the 9-0 win 
over Saugerties in the state playoffs. Matt Gertz was the winning pitcher in both the 

semifinal and championship game at the state 
Final Four in Binghamton. 

The Bobcats’ Jake Stuckelman runs the bases 
during a midseason home game. 

Coach Scott Saunders guided the Bobcats to their 
first-ever Section 1 championship and capped it 
off  with a state title. 

Catcher Kevin Wietsma hugs Frankie Vesuvio 
moments after the final out in the state 
championship game vs. Queensbury. 

Michael Aberman is about to make contact in the 
Bobcats’ state playoff  game against Section 9 
champ Saugerties. 

Standout shortstop Kellen Hatheway chases a ground ball in the hole during the regional final, won by 
the Bobcats 9-0 over Saugerties. 

Designated hitter John Spadafino swings the bat 
during a Bobcat home game.

Nick Contillo belted a grand slam in the 
regional finals, helping the Bobcats advance to 
Binghamton.

Above: Byram Hills players, left to right, Frankie 
Vesuvio, Kevin Wietsma, Kellen Hatheway, Anthony 
Russo and Nick Contillo pose with the Section 
1 championship plaque after defeating Rye at 
Provident Bank Park.

Left: Second baseman Tommy Gagliardi tracks a 
liner over his head in the state final vs. Queensbury. 
It was caught by center fielder Frankie Vesuvio for 
the final out.

Right fielder Nick Sapone (left) and Matt Milone 
start to celebrate after the Bobcats captured 
the state championship last week, up near 
Binghamton.
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PLEASANTVILLE
BOYS' LACROSSE

2015
Class C

Section 1 Champions
State Semifinalists 

Jack Howe, just an eighth-grader, races up the 
field with the ball in the Panthers’ home win vs. 
Byram Hills. 

Above: The Panthers’ Brian Halloran controls the 
ball behind the cage in the sectional semifinals vs. 
Nanuet.

Left: Senor attackman Bryan Arcidiacono controls 
the ball behind the cage.

Brian Reda, one of  three freshmen on the 
Panthers’ roster, delivers a pass on the run.

Oscar Marchi shows the reflexes that helped make 
him one of  the region’s top goalies this season.

Panther freshman Declan McDermott works his 
way to the goal in an easy victory over Putnam 
Valley.

Lucas Cohen, a sophomore middie, tries to get to 
the cage vs. visiting Irvington.

Above: Senior middie Josh Della Puca winds up to 
send a shot on goal in an early April game.

Left: Coach Chris Kear directed the Panthers to 
their first-ever sectional title after knocking on the 
door the previous two seasons.

Brian Reda (left) and Byran Arcidiacono celebrate 
after another Panther goal in a home victory.

Above: Senior Baylor Rosenbaum searches for an 
open teammate during a Panther home game.

Right: Senior co-captain Dante Bolla applies some 
defensive pressure in the Panthers’ win over 
visiting Briarcliff  during the regular season.

Below: The Panthers celebrate with their Class C 
championship plaque after putting an end to the 
four-year title run of  Bronxville.



June 23 - June 29, 2015 The Examiner26

By David Propper
Danbury’s loss became Brewster’s gain 

last week when a professional hockey team 
announced its intention to use Brewster 
Ice Arena for at least the next five years, 
giving Putnam County a professional 
sports team to boast and attract visitors 
from the region.  

Owner of the new Brewster-based team 
Barry Soskin, general manager Herm 
Sorcher, Brewster Ice Arena owners Steve 
Santini and Jim Hahn, and county officials 
were all on hand to usher in Putnam’s 
own professional hockey squad Friday 
morning, officially named the Stateline 
Whalers of the Federal Hockey League. 
On Putnam’s 203rd birthday, it received 
its first professional sports team in its 
recent history. 

The new team is the result of the 
Danbury Whalers in Connecticut, now 
an inactive team, unable to reach an 
agreement for a new lease agreement with 
the Danbury Ice Arena. The Brewster 
team will have the same colors as the old 
Danbury team, though a logo hasn’t been 
decided on yet.

Santini said he received a call roughly 
five weeks ago from Whalers officials 
inquiring about using the facility for 
games, most of which will be on the 
weekend. After some back and forth, 
Santini said team officials were happy 
with what the facility offered and the fact 

it has 28 different recreational teams that 
play and practice there. 

Right now, the arena where games 
would be held can fill just fewer than 1,000 
fans. Santini said the arena is drawing 
up plans to look into expanding seating, 
ideally reaching between1,300-1,500 seats 
after the end of the first year. The contract 
is set to last 5-6 years, Santini said.  

“We have a tremendous fan base built 
in for them, plus what they had over in 
Danbury,” Santini said. “So it’s going to be 
a good situation for everyone.”

Soskin, the owner who is an Illinois-
based businessman, emphasized the 
affordability of the games. He said 
whatever Putnam residents pay for a 
movie ticket, is what they would pay 
for a ticket to a game. The league is one 
that focuses on family affordability 
entertainment, “where you don’t have to 
spend $100 a ticket to be able to sit down, 
where you don’t have to spend $12 for a 
drink to enjoy a beverage of your choice.” 

Soskin said much of the legwork in 
finding a new place after Danbury was 

done by Sorcher, the general manager. 
Soskin stressed he wanted to ensure 
another location was found before the 
start of next year’s season.  

The primary focus, Soskin said, is 
now filling up the roughly thousand 
seats available and finding businesses 
to advertise around the arena. Soskin 
expressed confidence the team could 
“make it” financially in the new facility.

“It’s much more fun when you’re 
making money or breaking even than 
when you’re not,” Soskin said. “And when 
you’re doing OK off the ice, the on-ice 
product is that much better.”

County Executive MaryEllen Odell 
welcomed the Whalers during a press 
conference, excited about the tourism 
and other economic opportunities the 
most high profile team in the county 
could bring. Odell said the tourism office 
is already working with team officials in 
helping promote the move through the I 
Love New York program. 

Odell said it’d be nice to keep sales tax 
dollars within the county, rather than 
families going elsewhere for recreational 
fun. 

“This helps us expand now into 
opportunities outside of Putnam County,” 
Odell said. “We’d like to get some 
Connecticut folks over here for a change 
instead watching Putnam County tax 
dollars always leaving here.”

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
From left to right, Legislator William Gouldman, Legislator Joe Castellano, Stateline Whalers General 
Manger Herm Sorcher, Whalers owner Barry Soskin, Brewster Ice Arena owner Steve Santini, County 
Executive MaryEllen Odell, and Deputy Director of  Putnam Tourism Frank Smith all welcomed a new pro 
hockey into Putnam County last week.

It’s all about you.

Excited about the Pleasantville Music Festival 
Saturday, July 12? We are. Great bands. Great times. In a 

great village. And PCTV is going to be there to cover it as 

always. Want a preview of this year’s artists? Watch 

Catching Up with Mayor Peter Scherer any 

day on PCTV at 8 am, 2 pm, or 8 pm to get a peek at who’s 

playing. Or watch online at pctv76.org. Be in the 

know before the show.

 
   

SEE THE BEST 
OF THE FEST 
(BEFORE ALL THE REST)

Your Community Voice

Excited about the Pleasantville Music Festival
Saturday, July 11? We are. Great bands. Great times. In a
great Village. And PCTV is going to be there to cover it 
as always. Want a preview of this year’s artists? Watch 
2015 PVille Music Fest Preview any day at 6am, 12pm, 
or 6pm on channel  76 /36 to get a peek at who’s playing. 
Or watch online at pctv76.org. Be in the know before  
the show.

Stateline Whalers, Pro Hockey Squad, Welcomed to Putnam 

Strong hitting and sound pitching led the Westlake Boys Modified Baseball 
team to an undefeated, 10-0 season this spring. With a combined 113 runs 
scored and only seven runs against the team, the Wildcats showed strengths 
both offensively and defensively. Composed of 12 eighth grade boys and six sev-
enth grade boys, the squad demonstrated leadership, determination and focus 
on and off the field. Their successful season ended with a no-hitter on May 29th.

Perfect Season for Westlake 
Modified Baseball

The 2015 Westlake modified baseball team went undefeated this season.
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Julian Francisco scampers to third base during a 
Fox home game.

FOX LANE
Spring 2015
A Look Back Alexis Bazos pitches for the Foxes during the 

midseason tournament at Westlake High School.

Second baseman 
Emily Moccia races 
over to cover the bag 
in a Fox Lane road 
game early in the 
season.

Fox standout Vicky Martinez 
competes in the 3000 at the 
sectional championships.

Danny Molka (left) and Cameron Stafford run 
nearly side by side at the Westchester County 
Championships. 

Senior standout Andrew Workman pleads to the 
umpires after a close play at second base.

Cullen Morgan gets ready to fire a shot at the 
goal in the top-seeded Foxes’ playoff  game vs. 
Mahopac.

Above: Nick Delfico drives the ball in a match vs. 
Scarsdale at the Bedford Golf  and Tennis Club.

Upper left: Lindsay West controls the ball for the 
Foxes in a road win against Greeley.

Left: Keely Connors turns the corner and heads 
for the goal vs. host Horace Greeley.

Phipps Lawrence lines up a forehand during a 
doubles match in the Section One tournament.

Matt Magnan keeps his eyes on a loose ball 
during the sectional playoffs.

Freshman Sachin Ganesh, who played first singles 
for the Foxes, hits a backhand return at the 
sectional tourney.
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