
By Martin Wilbur
County Legislator Peter Harckham 

(D-North Salem) announced last 
Wednesday that he has been appointed 
by Gov. Andrew Cuomo to serve in his 
administration and will resign his Board of 
Legislators position effective June 1.

Harckham, 54, who decided earlier 
this year against running for a fifth term, 
will leave to become the assistant director 
of the Office of Community Renewal in 
Manhattan. He said the job will require 
him to work with local governments 
throughout the lower and mid-Hudson 
Valley on issues of economic development, 
construction of more housing and using 
Community Development Block Grant 
(CDGB) funds for community renewal 
projects.

By Martin Wilbur
A half-mile stretch of Roaring Brook 

Road in Chappaqua will be closed to traffic 
this weekend as the Town of New Castle, 
the state Department of Transportation 
(DOT) and Metro-North will partner to 
make safety improvements.

The road from the Saw Mill Parkway 
exit over the Metro-North grade crossing 
to near Southview Road will be shut for 
close to 48 hours at 7 p.m. this Friday, 
May 29, through Sunday afternoon, May 
31, for repaving and milling and installing 
better signage, said Supervisor Robert 
Greenstein. 

“The whole area is going to be repaved 
on both sides of the tracks,” Greenstein 
said.” Both sides of the tracks will be paved 
from the Saw Mill and then there’s going 
to be some new pavement markings, new 

signage. We’re installing new lights.”
Greenstein said motorists in the area 

should watch for electronic signs that will 
be put in place alerting motorists of the 
scheduled work, closures and detours.

By Neal Rentz
A late write-in candidate was swept 

to victory by a wave of Mount Pleasant 
School voters last Tuesday night.

John Piazza, who served on the school 
board from 2006 to 2009, will be joining 
incumbent Thomas McCabe and first-time 
candidate Colleen Scaglione Neglia on the 
Board of Education in July to begin three-
year terms.

The heavy volume of write-in votes took 
district officials two hours to tabulate after 
the polls closed at 9 p.m. at the Westlake 
High School gymnasium.

McCabe topped all vote-getters with 
1,548, including absentee ballots. Scaglione 
Neglia received 1,516 votes and Piazza 
collected 1,050 write-in votes. 

Coming up short in their bids were 
Catherine Tully (559 votes) and Peter Peale 
(507 votes).

Board President James Grieco and fellow 

incumbent Trustee Vincent D’Ambroso 
did not seek re-election.

The proposed $59,092,000 2015-16 
budget was overwhelmingly approved by 
voters, 1,322-679. The budget includes a 
tax rate increase of .95 percent. Property 
taxes on the average home in the district, 
which is assessed at $8,300, will rise $92 in 
2015-16.

Piazza said he decided to run less than a 
week before the election. 

“After meeting the candidates, I just 
didn’t have the confidence in some of the 
candidates,” Piazza said. “I think that my 
background and experience with school 
construction may be an asset to the 
schools. Hopefully, I’ll do whatever I can 
because at the end of the day, it’s just all 
about the kids.” 

Piazza’s supporters sent out e-mails and 
press releases about his late candidacy. On 

twitter.com/ExaminerMedia

The Examiner
FREE

May 26 - June 1, 2015 SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS Volume 9, Issue 403

Serving Mount Kisco, Pleasantville, Chappaqua/Millwood/New Castle, Mount Pleasant, Armonk/North Castle & Briarcliff

continued on page 4

Write-in Candidate Captures Mt. 
Pleasant School Board Seat

Harckham Appointed to Cuomo’s 
Administration, to Resign BOL June 1

Roaring Brook Road to Be 
Closed to Traffic This Weekend

continued on page 4

Panthers 
Win 

Lacrosse 
Title

See Page 31

continued on page 6

 
      

         
       

D’Errico
J E W E L R Y

 
  

  
 

          
              

              

           
          

        

ErricoJ E W E L R Y.comD

    
   
   
   

         
       

        

     
                

   
 

  

    
   

   

    
      
   

 

    
    

     
 

  

      
      

      

        
         

 

   

  

      

      
      

      

       
      

“We are not just Diamonds” EAR PIERCING

Stop in to our Log Cabin Jewelry Store for perfect ear piercing.  We do this all the time, young and old.  Our expert staff will make this a fun experience. 
Our piercing kit includes Sterile Hypo Allergenic 14k studs and special ear care gel.  We pierce both ears at the same time.  Please call for appointment.  

Mount Kisco     Scarsdale  914-864-2688

Peter Harckham will join Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s 
administration next week as the assistant director 
of  the Office of  Community Renewal.

The portion of  Roaring Brook Road in Chappaqua 
by the Metro-North grade crossing and the 
intersection with the Saw Mill Parkway. The 
railroad, the state and the Town of  New Castle 
have coordinated to make improvements to the 
street this weekend.

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO

They’re in the House

Chappaqua’s Bill and Hillary Clinton, regulars at New Castle’s annual Memorial Day parade, once again 
attended the event on Monday surrounded by hundreds of adoring residents. The former president 
and current presidential candidate awaited the start of the ceremonies near the Chappaqua train 
station after they completed the parade route with other dignitaries and participants from local 
organizations. For more photos of the parades in Chappaqua and Pleasantville, see page 15.
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part of the village as long as the agreed 
upon conditions are met. 

“It can be anywhere in the village,” 
Dwyer said. “Commercial area, 
residential area, industrial area provided 
that these underlying conditions are 
met.”

One major change Benchmark has 
made from the design presented more 
than two months ago is the location of 
the facility’s entrance point. The updated 
version has the entrance on Bedford 
Road rather than using Maple Hill Road 
with vehicles cutting through the church 
lot. The latter proposal drew the ire of 
Maple Hill Road residents during an 
informational meeting on the proposal 
in late November.

Scherer said he was happy that 
Benchmark is adjusting its plans after 
hearing the neighbors’ concerns. Close 
to a dozen neighbors attended last 
week’s meeting, with four residents 
speaking following the presentation 
by Benchmark’s representatives. The 
residents were generally skeptical about 
the proposal regarding issues such 
as potential noise, the use and mass 
of the 24,000-square-foot building, 
environmental impacts and the amount 

of buffer between the structure and rest 
of the neighborhood.

“I am certainly pleased thus far with 
the responsiveness of Benchmark in 
terms of the documents they have 
provided that I think will give everyone a 
chance to take a look at it,” Scherer said. 
“But there is a lot to be said down the 
road.”

One of the neighbors who spoke at the 
meeting, Daniel Blaney, said afterward 
that while it was encouraging Benchmark 
addressed the potential traffic problem 
on the residential street, he still has other 
concerns. Blaney questioned whether 
the jobs generated by the facility would 
be for village residents. Also, he was 
concerned if Pleasantville, which relies 
on volunteers for its ambulance and 
fire services, can handle the four-story 
building Benchmark is proposing.

Blaney said he was concerned with 
the property value of the houses in 
the neighborhood if Benchmark does 
develop there.

The board approved motions declaring 
itself lead agency and to refer the 
application to the planning commission.

what Madonna was hoping to do with 
the property, including providing sewers 
for the immediate neighbors, but needed 
to iron out the critical issues that have 
been raised. She said the board wanted 
the project to succeed if it were to move 
forward and that means putting in the time 
to whittle its size to an appropriate level 
before significant money is spent.

“But the density of the project, hearing 
from the town board, they’re feeling like it’s 
a little bit out of the scope of what they’re 
willing to accept,” DiDonato-Roth said.

No alternate number of units was 
mentioned by board members or Director 
of Planning Adam  Kaufman.

In addition to density and traffic issues, 
some residents at previous forums have 
expressed concern that the mass of the 
buildings would appear to be too great. The 
units would be contained in three separate 
structures, although total footprint would 
not exceed that of six private homes, 
Madonna said. Furthermore, the buildings’ 
height would not exceed a house that is 
currently on the grounds that is slated to 
be removed and trees would be planted for 
additional screening.

A date for the work session was not 
announced last week.

New Castle’s Beginnings--Our 
Founding Farms will trace the town’s 
origins from Native American lands 
through the farms of the 19th century, 
to the large estates and housing 
developments that turned New Castle 
into the community we know today. A 
focus on several local farms and their 
products will be featured–Sutton Farm, 
Dodge Farm, Brann Farm, Taylor and 
Annandale Farms, and of course, the 
Greeley Farm.

There will be interactive aspects to this 
exhibit plus a seminar series featuring 
speakers from local farms operating 
today.

Join an opening reception to be held 
on Sunday, March 3 from 3 to 5 p.m. The 
exhibit will run through the year at the 
New Castle Historical Society, 100 King 
St. in  Chappaqua. Hours are Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday from 
1 to 4 p.m. or by appointment at 914-238-
4666.
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By Martin Wilbur
Affordable housing in New Castle and 

the factors behind the still difficult-to-
clear hurdles facing those who support 
its development was the focus of a 
community discussion last Wednesday 
evening at Town Hall in Chappaqua.

The two-hour forum, organized and 
led by The Journal News’ Tax Watch 
columnist David McKay Wilson who has 
written extensively on the subject, saw 
periodic tense debate on the controversial 
28-unit Chappaqua Station project on 
Hunts Place and why virtually no new 
affordable housing has been developed in 
New Castle during the past 15 years.

Wilson was accompanied by Alexander 
Roberts, executive director of Community 
Housing Innovations, a nonprofit that 
focuses on developing affordable units in 
Long Island and the Hudson Valley. They 
were also joined by New Castle resident 
and architect Bill Spade, a Chappaqua 
Station opponent who has thus far been 
unsuccessful in finding and promoting 
alternate sites for affordable housing in 
town.

Roberts said the prohibitively expensive 
cost of housing throughout Westchester 
has not only made the development of 
affordable units difficult, but has been 
driving young adults elsewhere. The 

county has lost more than 25 percent of 
its population between 25 and 34 years 
old in recent years, he said.

New York City has pledged to build 
or preserve 200,000 affordable housing 
units, but Westchester is hard-pressed to 
comply with the settlement it reached in 
2009 with the federal government to build 
750 new affordable residences over seven 
years, he said.

American suburbia--not just New 
Castle--has had a long history of closing 
off its communities to less affluent 
newcomers, whether through now 
unenforceable covenants, zoning or 
market forces, according to Roberts.

“It’s an ethical problem, it’s a racial 
problem and it’s also an economic 
problem,” Roberts said. “We’re not going 
to keep our kids here or our businesses 
here if we don’t do something.”

Wilson said the controversy 
surrounding Chappaqua Station is not a 
new problem in town. This year marks 
the 40th anniversary of the landmark 
state Court of Appeals decision in the 
Berenson case, when the town was found 
to have exclusionary zoning because 
it allowed no multifamily housing. 
Today, about 90 percent of New Castle’s 
residential property is still zoned single-
family residential, he said.

More recently, there have been other 
affordable housing proposals--Hoag’s 
Crossing, the Chappaqua Animal 
Hospital parcel, the First Congregational 
Church and the same Washington 
Avenue site that some town officials 
have asked Chappaqua Station developer 
Conifer Realty to move their building. 
In each instance, community opposition 
galvanized before plans could be formally 
reviewed.

Wilson, who said he bought his first 
house 29 years ago near train tracks 
because that’s what he could afford, 
said many people would love to live in 
Chappaqua for $950 a month for a one-
bedroom apartment despite the less than 
perfect site.

“Sometimes in Westchester you have to 
live by the tracks so you live by the tracks,” 
he said.

But Spade, a strong supporter of 
affordable housing because having 
economic, ethnic and age diversity 
is healthy for a community, said that 
Chappaqua Station is wrong for the town 
and the residents who will live there. 
Spade said federal monitor James Johnson 
cited the stigmatizing nature of the 
location in a July 2012 correspondence 
before changing his mind.

He appealed for the town to search for 

suitable locations with preferably having 
the units alongside market-rate housing.

“Creating affordable housing that is 
part of a larger development, where 
the affordable housing is mixed in with 
market-rate housing, to me is a far 
better option than creating standalone 
buildings,” Spade said.

Chappaqua resident Jim McCauley said 
the highly expensive cost of construction, 
about $535,000 a unit, to county, state and 
federal taxpayers, is a bad investment.

He also mentioned that with the 
building within 10 feet of the Metro-
North tracks and on a state brownfields 
site, the one-third of an acre parcel would 
be dangerous for future residents.

“Why do we want to put folks who 
we decided to help into that kind of 
situation?” McCauley asked.

Debra Cohen, an attorney speaking on 
behalf of  Conifer Realty, said since the 
company would not only be building the 
structure but managing it, it would never 
create housing to put residents in danger.

“Conifer came here at the invitation 
of certain officials in town to do what 
Conifer does all over the country, 
particularly the mid-Atlantic, which is to 
develop what many people feel is model 
affordable housing,” Cohen said.

Lack of New Castle Affordable Housing Debated at Town Hall Forum
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May 17 they also held a rally outside the 
Thornwood Town Center. 

Although Piazza and his backers never 
mentioned by name who they opposed, 
they made it known they were also 
supporting McCabe and Neglia.

McCabe said he appreciated the public’s 

support.
“The town determined there were some 

candidates they wanted to support and 
candidates they didn’t want to support,” 
McCabe said. “I was born and raised here. 
It’s just a great district to be in.”

McCabe said he was gratified that the 
proposed budget was approved by more 

than a 2-1 margin. 
“I really think the message got across 

about this budget,” he said. “People in 
Mount Pleasant stood tall and really came 
together.”

Neglia said she was “excited and 
nervous all at the same time” about being 
elected. She said her “strong presence in 
the community over the last year or two” 
helped her. Neglia was a co-president of 
the Westlake Middle School PTA and 
a member of the district’s Education 
Committee. 

“I was someone that everybody saw out 
there and involved and participating and I 
think that helped,” she said. 

Though there were several signs posted 
in town urging support for Tully and Peale, 
Tully said they did not run as a ticket. 
Despite her defeat, she was pleased by the 
turnout.

“I’m very happy that it looks like a lot 
of people came out to vote,” Tully said. 
“There’s no voter apathy this time. I wish 
everyone good luck.”

Tully said she lost because of the large 
volume of voters who were concerned the 
budget might have been defeated if they 
didn’t participate.

Peale declined to comment after the 
results were announced.  

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Susan 
Guiney appreciated the support for the 
budget.

“It was a very interesting night,” she 
said. “I have to say an enormous thank 
you to the community for coming out and 
showing its support for public education 
and our schools and our kids.”

Guiney said “record numbers” of voters 
participated, which helped, especially in 
light of the two resounding infrastructure 
proposition defeats.

“In the wake of the two bond votes, of 
course we were worried about the budget,” 
Guiney said. “The budget was conservative. 
We listened to the community and we’re 
very happy that it passed.” 

Write-in Candidate Captures Mt. Pleasant School Board Seat
continued from page 1

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
Write-in candidate John Piazza, right, was elected 
to the Mount Pleasant Board of Education last 
Tuesday night. Looking on is Board of Education 
President James Grieco, who did not seek re-
election.

The project was coordinated following 
a May 5 meeting between town and 
Chappaqua School District officials and 
representatives from DOT and Metro-
North.

Town Administrator Jill Simon Shapiro 
said the work will only take place if the 
forecast for the weekend calls for dry 
weather. Otherwise, it will be postponed 
until a future time, most likely the last 
weekend in June when scheduled activities 
in the area, including the upcoming 
graduation ceremonies at nearby Horace 
Greeley High School, have been completed.

Only local traffic for residents who live on 
the street will have access to Roaring Brook 
Road, Shapiro said.

This weekend’s work is only meant 
to provide short-term improvements, 
Greenstein said. More significant 

improvements such as a bridge or bypass 
over the tracks at the Roaring Brook Road 
grade crossing will require millions of 
dollars and a much more significant push 
from the area’s local, state and federal 
representatives, he said.

Town officials have lobbied for greater 
safety measures at the Roaring Brook Road 
grade crossing since the Feb. 3 accident in 
Valhalla where six people were killed when 
a Metro-North train slammed into an SUV. 
There have also been at least two incidents 
of vehicles having been stuck inside the 
crossing gates at Roaring Brook Road since 
the Valhalla crash. New Castle police have 
stepped up patrols in the area to discourage 
drivers from trying to beat the gates.

Motorists are asked to visit the town’s 
website, www.mynewcastle.org, throughout 
the week for further updates about the 
status of the project.

continued from page 1

Roaring Brook Road to Be Closed 
to Traffic This Weekend



May 26 - June 1, 2015www.TheExaminerNews.com 5

All school budgets throughout 
Westchester were approved last week, 
most easily by voters who turned out at 
the polls.

Locally, the Pleasantville School 
District’s $48,926,573 spending plan for 
2015-16 passed, 584-231. It carries a 
1.82 percent tax levy increase and a 3.19 
percent spending increase over the 2014-
15 spending plan. 

Trustees had explained that the 
increased expenditures include the $3.5 
million bond approved by voters last 
May as well as money from the federal 
Smart Bond. 

The budget also carries an estimated 
tax rate increase of 1.3 percent, which 
equates to a tax increase of $18.63 per 
thousand dollars of a home’s assessed 
value.

Superintendent Mary Fox-Alter was 
grateful for the public’s support.

“I want to thank the community for 
their support in the schools, for their 
support in the budget process, for being 
active participants in this community 
and for maintaining the importance of 
local control,” she said. 

In the uncontested board of education 
election, Trustee Larry Boes received 
643 votes while Trustee Emily Persons 
received 619 votes to win re-election. 

—Janine Bowen

Chappaqua Budget Vote
Chappaqua School District voters 

approved 2015-16 $117,901,688 budget 
by a 800-155 margin.

It features a tax rate increase of 1.17 
percent for New Castle voters, who 
comprise most of the district, and a 
spending increase of  $1,044,700.

Superintendent Dr. Lyn McKay was 
pleased by the results.

“When I look at our budget, I think 
about all the programs we’ve kept and all 
the exciting new [programs] that we’re 
going to do,” McKay said. “We’re creating 
a lot of new learning for teachers as well 

as for students. We’re doing a lot with 
technology in the next couple of years, 
so I’d say I’m really excited about the 
next couple of years. I’m happy about this 
budget.” 

A proposition that authorizes the 
transfer of funds to improve Horace 
Greeley High School’s cafeteria equipment 
was also approved overwhelmingly, 841-
103. 

Incumbent Alyson Gardner, the only 
Board of Education candidate on the 
ballot, received 777 votes to win another 
three-year term. Maggie Christ was the 
only candidate on the ballot for library 
trustee. Christ received 718 votes. 

—Isabella Fitzgerald

Byram Hills Budget Vote
District voters approved Byram Hills’ 

$88.7 million budget for 2015-16 by a 
577-122 margin. North Castle taxpayers 
will see a tax rate increase of 1.47 percent 
next year.

Scott Levy and Michael Sanders were 
unopposed for the Board of Education’s 
two open seats.

Levy and Sanders have both served on 
the Byram Hills Education Foundation In 
an interview before the vote.  

Levy also served as a senior research 
fellow focused on public education at the 
Harvard Kennedy School of Government 
and hopes to used that experience as well.

“We are fortunate to live in a community 
with well run public schools, and I want to 
do my part to help Byram Hills maintain 
its tradition of excellence,” said Levy, a 
former investment banker. He added that 
he would work to maintain strong district 
oversight, fiscal discipline and made sure 
the community has a voice regarding the 
broader public education policy debate 
on issues at the state and federal level.

Sanders, who works in the financial 
industry, said he also wants to make sure 
the district remains on strong footing 
financially and educationally. Policies 
continue to make it more challenging for 
school officials to maintain, particularly 
for many districts in Westchester.

“I want to make sure we serve 
everybody even though we have these 
edicts coming down from the state, and 
that we do what’s good for our district,” 
he said.

—Martin Wilbur

Bedford Budget and Board Vote
In one of the few contested Board 

of Education races in the area, Colette 
Dow and Brian Sheerin won the two 
open board seats. Dow (1,302 votes) and 
Sheerin (1,016) outlasted Justine Marous 
following a contentious campaign.

District voters approved the $127.2 
million budget for 2015-16  that carries a 
.62 percent tax levy increase.

Local School Budgets Easily Approved By Voters

Scott Levy, above, along with Michael Sanders 
are the two new Byram Hills Board of Education 
members this year. They will take over in July.
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and more!

Our Thanksgiving Menu is  
available on our website  

 to find out more information.

We're more than just cupcakes...
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WWW.CLUBFIT.COM

START YOUR SUMMER OFF 
WITH 1 FREE MONTH* 

A WORLD APART

FITNESS
AS USUAL

FROM

*FIRST MONTH OF MEMBERSHIP IS FREE. $75 ENROLLMENT IS DUE ON JOIN DATE. 
MONTH TO MONTH DUES APPLY. NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER.
12 AND UNDER MUST JOIN WITH AN ADULT TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR FREE MONTH.

THIS OFFER ENDS ON 6/30/15

584 North State Road
Briarcliff

FUN 
FOR THE 

WHOLE

FAMILY!

600 Bank Road
Jefferson Valley, NY 10535

914-250-2750

SUMMER
CAMP

KIDS’
CLASSES

TENNIS
& SWIM
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Harckham said the governor’s office 
reached out to him earlier this year to see 
if he was interested in a position using his 
experience.

“I’m honored to have been appointed by 
the governor, and this is an opportunity to 
go back to my roots and work on some of 
the issues that I’m familiar with,” Harckham 
said. “This is a great opportunity.”

Before being elected to the Board of 
Legislators in 2007, Harckham had worked 
with A-Home, the Pleasantville-based 
organization that transforms properties to 
create affordable housing for seniors and 

the disabled in northern Westchester.
Harckham will start his new job on June 

3. He is expected to submit his resignation 
after the Board of Legislators’ June 1 
meeting. 

Since there will be less than seven 
months remaining in Harckham’s term, 
the remaining 16 legislators will vote for 
his replacement, said Chairman Michael 
Kaplowitz (D-Somers). However, that 
appointee is not allowed to run for the seat 
under the terms of the county charter.

Last week Mount Kisco Village Trustee 
Karen Schleimer announced her bid to run 
for the seat for the Democrats in hopes of 

succeeding Harckham.
While no replacement has been 

identified, Kaplowitz said he is “committed” 
to appointing a Democrat, the political 
party chosen by District 2 voters in the 
2013 general election. He said he expects 
the vacancy to be filled at the June 15 
meeting. Without Harckham, Democrats 
hold a 9-7 advantage on the board.

The appointed member will step aside 
once the general election is certified. Under 
state law, all elections must be certified by 
Dec. 1.

Meanwhile, Kaplowitz joined other 
Democrats praising Harckham’s seven-

and-a-half years on the job.
“Peter brought dedication and an 

admirable work ethic to his job as legislator, 
and that’s why he will be successful in his 
new position as assistant director of the 
Office of Community Renewal,” Kaplowitz 
said. “I look forward to working with Peter 
in his new role.”

Democratic Majority Leader Catherine 
Borgia (D-Ossining) congratulated 
Harckham on his appointment and said 
his expertise will be missed.

“Pete’s commitment to serving all of 
the people of Westchester has been at 
the core of so many positive things that 
have happened in Westchester in the 
past decade,” Borgia said. “While we will 
certainly miss him, there is no doubt that 
he will continue to work on behalf of the 
people of Westchester.” 

Harckham said while he will be based 
out of New York City, the job will require 
him to work in the field with local 
governments in Westchester, Putnam, 
Rockland, Orange, Dutchess, Ulster and 
Sullivan counties.

Harckham said he is looking forward 
to the new challenge, but will carry fond 
memories of his time on the Board of 
Legislators.

“I’ll miss the job, I’ll miss my colleagues, 
I’ll miss all of the staff that I worked with 
and I’ll miss the people that I work for--the 
people of the district,” he said.

Harckham, who served as majority 
leader for four years on the Board of 
Legislators, was one of seven people 
appointed this week by Cuomo to the 
administration.

Harckham Appointed to Cuomo’s Administration, to Resign BOL June 1
continued from page 1

International Student 
KenKen Competition 

May 31 at Pace
As part of an ongoing effort 

to promote STEM education in 
Westchester, County Executive 
RobAstorino announced that the 
Westchester County Youth Bureau 
will host an international KENKEN® 
math competition from 1 to 5 p.m. on 
May 31 at Pace University, located at 
861 Bedford Rd. in Pleasantville.  

The tournament is open to students 
in grades 6-12 and participation is 
free. 

KENKEN is a challenging pencil-
and-paper puzzle that originated in 
Japan and has attracted millions of 
enthusiasts. KENKEN puzzles are 
carried daily in The New York Times 
and hundreds of other newspapers.  

Up to 125 students are expected to 
participate in the “Westchester Smart: 
Westchester Loves Math International 
KENKEN Tournament.” 

To sign up, call 914-995-3918 or 
e-mail kenken@westchestergov.com. 
Prizes will be provided by IBM and 
Acorda Therapeutics. 
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By Martin Wilbur
The New Castle Town Board received 

a proposed coyote response plan from 
Police Chief Charles Ferry last week but 
the matter sparked another confrontation 
between Supervisor Robert Greenstein 
and the chair of one of two advisory 
committees.

The plan, written by Ferry and 
Environmental Coordinator Stephen 
Coleman, was posted on the town’s website 
last Wednesday. Officials are asking for 
public comments on the proposal before 
it considers adopting the eight-page 
document. It outlines recommended 
actions for citizens to follow for situations 
ranging from a coyote sighting to an 
unprovoked attack.

Tonight (Tuesday) the board is also 
poised to vote on whether to officially 
disband the two advisory groups, the 
Coyote Awareness and Safety Advisory 
Committee and the Coyote Management 
Task Force. The committees provided 
the town with information and 
recommendations on dealing with the 
local coyote population and potential 
responses and education strategies to help 
shape the plan.

Tensions have simmered as both 
groups have been at odds over the issue 
of whether there should be trapping and 
the possibility of lethal measures. While 
both groups cite awareness and education 

as key components for public safety, the 
committee has opposed trapping or killing 
except in the most extreme situations. 
The task force has recommended greater 
latitude for authorities if a problem coyote 
menaces a person or an attended pet.

Victoria Alzapiedi, chair of the 
Coyote Awareness and Safety Advisory 
Committee, said at last Tuesday night’s 
town board work session that the 
committee has repeatedly failed to 
be notified regarding coyote-related 
decisions, including the board’s 
consideration to disband the committees 
as early as this week.

She then argued that the proposed plan 
omits key information from her group’s 
work. 

“Even though we’re technically not 
experts, there’s a lot of information that 
we could share with you to really dig 
deeper,” Alzapiedi said. “We took a huge 
amount of holistic data and scrunched it 
into a relatively short proposal expecting 
that we’d be able to drill down with all 
of you, get more nuanced, go into an 
understanding, answer questions. There 
are topics that haven’t even been touched 
upon.”

Furthermore, Alzapiedi said she learned 
that Greenstein helped arrange for the 
task force to meet with Department of 
Environmental Conservation (DEC) 
officials in New Paltz but never afforded 

that opportunity to her group.
“The sense is it really felt like, wow, 

we worked so hard on this only to find 
behind the scenes months ago there was 
a unilateral move that had no mention of 
us,” said Alzapiedi.

Greenstein brushed off the allegation, 
thanked both committees for their 
contributions and said it was time for the 
board to address other pressing issues.

“It’s time to adopt a policy and move 
on,” Greenstein said.

Councilman Jason Chapin jumped into 
the discussion, saying he was disturbed 
with how Greenstein has exhibited 
favoritism toward one committee, which 
triggered a brief but terse exchange 
between the two men.

“Victoria just raised something that’s 
very troubling to me, that you would 
contact a state agency and they could 
request what benefits one committee, 
one group and not another, and not 
inform the board,” Chapin said. “That’s 
overreaching.”

“Jason, my friend,” Greenstein 
responded before Chapin cut him off.

“Don’t be sarcastic. I hate when you 
do that,” Chapin shot back. “It’s very 
obnoxious.”

Greenstein then explained that it was 
the task force which initiated the idea of a 
meeting with DEC and Ferry. During that 
discussion, in which the chief participated 
in a conference call, the issue of an annual 
permit was raised so the town may take 
action throughout the year, if necessary. 
Greenstein said Ferry supported an 
annual permit if one could be obtained.

However, he accused Alzapiedi of trying 
to supersede the chief when she contacted 
DEC on her own and supposedly told the 
agency the town was handling the issue 
and didn’t need an annual permit.

“The more troubling thing about this 
whole little story is the fact that we have 
a member of a task force who overrode 
our chief of police’s recommendations,” 
Greenstein said. “That to me is very 
troubling and I think that’s a perfect 
example of why we need to speak with 
one voice.”

New Castle Police Chief  Charles Ferry, pictured here 
in April, addresses the town board on the coyote 
issue as Coyote Awareness and Safety Advisory 
Committee chair Victoria Alzapiedi looks on.

New Castle to Weigh Proposed Coyote Plan as Tensions Mount
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Mount Kisco Police Department
May 15: Two Mount Kisco men, 22 and 

45 years old, were arrested at 6:43 p.m. on 
West Street and charged with trespassing, a 
violation. The pair of suspects were found 
loitering at a Dakin Avenue property.

May 17: Report of a disruption at the 
Holiday Inn at 1:30 a.m. A 27-year-old 
Long Island City, Queens man who was 
part of a wedding party and believed to be 
drunk was found yelling and banging on a 
guestroom door. It turned out the man was 
banging on his own door, believing that his 

girlfriend was in the room with someone 
else. The girlfriend was in the room alone. 
A friend of the man came and interceded. 
No further action was needed.

May 17: Report of squatters on a Dakin 
Avenue property at 9:51 p.m. A 35-year-
old Mount Kisco man was arrested for 
trespassing.

May 18: An 18-year-old Yonkers 
woman was arrested on Carpenter Avenue 
at 10:45 p.m. and charged with illegal 
possession  of a controlled substance, a 
misdemeanor, unlawful possession of 

marijuana, a violation, and violating a 
local law by having an open beer container. 
A complainant on Carpenter Avenue 
had notified police of teenagers in a car 
causing a disruption. Upon arrival, police 
found open beer containers and the smell 
of marijuana. At headquarters, police also 
found the suspect to have a quantity of 
crack cocaine in her possession.

May 20: A 28-year-old Mount Kisco 
man was arrested at 11:55 a.m. in 
connection with having sexual relations 
with an underage girl.

May 20: Report of a patient at Northern 
Westchester Hospital having left the 
hospital with IV needles still in her arm. A 
35-year-old Mount Kisco woman who is a 
resident of a group home in the village was 
found but without the IV needles.

Pleasantville Police Department
May 17: Report of an assault at 6:37 

p.m. No further information is available 
at this time. 

May 18: Report of larceny at 5:37 p.m. 
A Chappaqua resident reported that their 
son’s iPhone 5C was lost or stolen between 
8 a.m. and 2:45 p.m. that day. The phone 
was tracked with the Find My iPhone app 
to be somewhere on Hopper Street. 

May 20: Report of a suspicious group 
at Soldiers and Sailors Park at 12:23 
a.m. The individuals involved dispersed 
without incident. 

North Castle Police Department
May 15: A caller reported a suspicious 

white bag on an unoccupied bench 
on King Street at 11:31 a.m. The bag 
contained old clothes.

May 16: Report of a damaged mailbox 
outside a Rockwood Place residence at 
10:02 a.m. The complainant stated that 
sometime between 8 p.m. last night and 
8 a.m. this morning an unknown party 
caused the damage. A report was taken.

Mt. Kisco Woman Receives Up to Seven Years in Bank Scam
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4 Washington Avenue, 
Pleasantville 914-741-6294

Open 7 Days — 
Friday and Saturday until 8pm
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“The place to turn in your time of need!”

Police Blotter

A Mount Kisco woman who stole nearly 
$1.3 million from two depositors while she 
was manager of a bank in Ossining, was 
sentenced last Wednesday to two-and-a-
third to seven years in prison.

Maria Rodriguez, 47, of 88 Beverly Rd., 
was also ordered to make restitution to the 
victims whose accounts she plundered at 
the M&T Bank branch in Ossining during 
a five-year period. In February, Rodriguez 
pled guilty to three felony counts. She 
had originally been hit with a 27-count 
indictment.

Beginning in June 2008, Rodriguez 
began systematically stealing from the 
two bank customers. According to the 
Westchester County District Attorney’s 

office, Rodriguez knew the first 
victim since the mid 1990s and 
allowed Rodriguez to assist her 
with her personal banking and 
for her business.

The defendant stole 
$1,112,127.40 from the victim 
by writing unauthorized checks 
to cash, making unauthorized 
cash withdrawals and 
requesting an ATM card and 
making unauthorized ATM withdrawals, 
the district attorney’s office stated.

The second victim, a retired Ossining 
Village police officer who is now 92 years 
old, thought Rodriguez was helping him 
to withdraw only the interest out of his 

bank account. However, she 
was making unauthorized 
withdrawals totaling $192,144 
over several years.

The thefts were uncovered 
when several of Rodriguez’s 
subordinates called the bank’s 
whistleblower hotline to report 
suspicious activity. An M&T 
Bank internal investigation 
ensued, and the bank then 

contacted Village of Ossining police. The 
police notified the district attorney’s office.

The state Tax Department assisted in the 
investigation. Rodriguez must also settle 
with state taxes.

—Martin Wilbur

Maria Rodriguez
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Trump Park Residences, 100 Trump Park Drive, Shrub Oak, New York 10588. Marketing & Exclusive Sales Agent: Houlihan Lawrence, Inc. Sponsor: Yorktown Realty Associates, LLC, 7Renaissance Square, White Plains, New York 10601. The complete offering terms are in an offering plan available from Sponsor: CD05-0130. 
We are pledged to the letter and spirit of U.S. policy for the achievement of equal housing opportunity throughout the Nation. We encourage and support an affirmative advertising and marketing program in which there are no barriers to obtaining housing because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national 
origin. Models to no represent racial preference. Trump Park Residences is not owned, developed or sold by Donald J. Trump, The Trump Organization or any of their affiliates. Yorktown Realty Associates, LLC, the owner and developer of the property, uses the “Trump” name and mark under license from Trump Marks 
Westchester, LLC, which license may be terminated or revoked according to terms.

�R�E�S�I�D�E�N�C�E�S

TRUMP PARK 
RESIDENCES
from $300,000 

By appointment: 
914-245-0055

100 Trump Park, Shrub Oak
www.TrumpParkResidences.com

Home is where
	 q	your concierge
	 q	luxury
	 q	easy lifestyle
	 q	the heart
 q	all of the above

is.
Welcome to Trump Park Residences, set 
on 55-acres with captivating views of a 
shimmering lake and protected woodlands. 
Choose from luxurious 1, 2 or 3 bedroom 
homes with large master suites, hardwood 
floors, generous closets and more. Swim. 
Workout. Entertain. Relax. Have the 
concierge take care anything and everything. 
You will get used to this. 

3

Special Spring Pricing 
on Select Homes

By Martin Wilbur
If Michele Berliner and Christy Saltstein 

had a bit of uneasiness when they decided to 
organize a 5K race around their Windmill 
Farm community in Armonk last spring it 
would have been understandable.

Although the pair of running enthusiasts 
had previously organized running events, 
establishing a new race can sometimes be 
daunting. However, the day turned out to 
be a rousing success with about 185 runners 
and walkers participating.

“It was so gratifying watching it all come 
together the way we envisioned it coming 
together,” Berliner said. 

This Saturday morning Berliner and 
Saltstein’s event returns with the help of 
a roster of volunteers, assistance from 
the town and the hope of at least a couple 
hundred runners for the second annual 
Stayin’ Alive 5K Fun Run. All money 
raised will be distributed by the nonprofit 
organization Stayin’ Alive in the form of 
grants of up to $5,000 each to police and 
fire departments and ambulance corps in 
northern Westchester. 

Departments throughout the region, 
not just in North Castle, must submit an 
application between May 31 and July 29 
to be in contention. The money will be for 
equipment or other items not included in 
the departments’ operating budgets.

As challenging as organizing the 
inaugural event may have been, it paled 
in comparison to the challenges faced by 

Berliner’s and Saltstein’s husbands after 
Superstorm Sandy. Early in the evening of 
Oct. 29, 2012, Andrew Berliner and Doug 
Saltstein were struck by a falling utility pole 
near their Windmill Farm homes.

During the height of the storm, the 
Armonk Fire Department and North Castle 
Police Department, along with the town’s 
highway department, worked together 
to rush the two seriously injured men to 
Northern Westchester Hospital despite 
numerous road closures caused by downed 
trees and power lines.

Berliner and Saltstein were so grateful 
for the first responders’ efforts in helping 
to save their husbands’ lives that they were 
determined to show their appreciation. 

First they catered a dinner at the firehouse, 
but wanted to do more. As avid runners, a 
5K with proceeds going to the emergency 
services seemed appropriate.

Last year the event raised about $14,000, 
Saltstein said. The money has been sitting in 
an interest-bearing waiting for Stayin’ Alive 
to officially receive nonprofit status. Now 
that it has that designation, the money from 
both years will be distributed after the grant 
application period is over.

“We want to make sure we fully 
understand the process and have control of 
it so we’re creating something that’s going to 
last,” Saltstein said. “I think that’s our biggest 
thing. We don’t want this to be a five-year 
project, we want this to be an ongoing 

project and have other towns build on it.”
As of last week there were about 145 

runners registered with more expected this 
week. Registration is expected to top last 
year’s turnout.

This year there are three sponsors--the 
Byram Hills Preschool Association, the 
Banksville Volunteer Fire Department and 
L3 Fitness in Chappaqua.

The best news is that Berliner’s and 
Saltstein’s husbands have returned to work, 
although both are still going through 
physical therapy. 

“They’re recovery continues. It’s not over,” 
Berliner said. “They’re both working and I 
think both are very passionate considering 
the obstacles that they face.”

“I think it’s fair to say, though, that they’ve 
had to adapt to some of the changes they’ve 
had to face,” Saltstein added.

The women have worked with the police 
and the Water and Sewer departments 
because of the ongoing Windmill water 
main replacement project. Participants 
should look for volunteers who will help 
them navigate around the construction.

Registration for the race, which begins 
at 8 a.m. near the Windmill clubhouse at 
10 Maple Way, can be completed online 
at www.stayinalive.org. It costs $25 to 
register online and $35 the morning of 
the event. A shorter Fun Run for children 
will take place shortly after the start of the 
5K and costs $10.

Stayin’ Alive 5K Returns to Armonk to Help Emergency Services

Stayin’ Alive 5K organizers Michele Berliner, left, and Christy Saltstein cheer on last year’s runners 
during inaugural event to raise money for police and fire departments and ambulance corps. The race 
will be run again this Saturday at Windmill Farm in Armonk.
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John Caridi
John A. Caridi, of Boca Raton, 

Fla. and formerly of Valhalla, was 
surrounded by his family when he died 
on March 14, 2015, in Little Rock, Ark. 
while undergoing medical treatment 
following a courageous six-year battle 
with multiple myeloma.

He was 80.
Caridi was born on Sept. 21, 1934, to 

the late John and Mary (Foti) Caridi in 
White Plains. He graduated from White 
Plains High School and proudly served 
in the United States Army. He later 
became a business owner in the tile 
setting industry where he was a very 
creative and skilled craftsman. 

Caridi was active in his early years at 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church in 
White Plains where he was a member 
of the Knights of Columbus. He lived 
in Valhalla for 30 years with his family. 
He was active at Holy Name of Jesus 
Church where he was a member of the 
Holy Name Society and served as an 
usher. He enjoyed cooking, gardening 
and making homemade wine, but his 
true passion was being a husband, 
father and grandfather and he loved his 
family dearly. He was very strong and 
intelligent and showed us all how to live 
a life full of caring, compassion and joy. 

Caridi was preceded in death by 
one daughter, Roxanne Caridi; four 
brothers, Anthony, Peter, Carmelo and 
Paul Caridi; and two sisters, Phyllis 
Pacini and Carol Caridi. He is survived 
by the love of his life and wife of 57 
years, Joan (Criscione) Caridi; their 
four wonderful children, Phyllis Caridi 
of Boca Raton, Fla., Stacie Baumgartner 
and husband Jason of Danbury, John 
Caridi of Peekskill and Michael Caridi 
and wife, Andrea, of White Plains; three 

amazing grandchildren, Apryl Caridi 
and twins Mia and Michael Caridi; 
three sisters, Josephine Gambelli of 
New York, Rose Martins and husband 
Manuel of Thornwood and Mary 
Falcone and husband Kevin of White 
Plains; one brother, Salvatore Caridi, of 
White Plains; and a host of nieces and 
nephews that he loved dearly. 

The family cannot thank the doctors 
and nurses in Arkansas and Florida for 
their exceptional care and love they 
offered him throughout his battle. 

A memorial Mass will be held at 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church in 
White Plains followed by inurnment at 
Gate of Heaven Cemetery on Saturday, 
May 30 at 9:30 a.m. 

Arrangements were entrusted to 
Cremations and Funeral Service of 
Arkansas. 

Anne Reagan
Anne Reagan of Hawthorne died on 

May 21. 
She was 66.
Reagan is survived by her loving 

children, Jodi (Doug) Margolis of 
Hawthorne and Peter (Debra) Reagan 
of Carmel; one sister, Jane (Charles) 
Lehmkuhl, of Hawthorne; her three 
cherished grandchildren, Peter Reagan 

and Brianna and Joseph Margolis; and 
one niece, Susan Church, of Hawthorne. 

Visitation is at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home today (Tuesday) from 4 to 8 p.m. 
A funeral Mass will take place at Holy 
Innocents Church in Pleasantville on 
Wednesday, May 27 at 10 a.m. followed 
by interment at Gate of Heaven Cemetery.

Geraldine Listman
Geraldine A. Listman, formerly of 

Hawthorne and most recently of Ossining, 
died on May 17. 

She was 78.
Listman was born on Apr. 20, 1937, to 

the late Gerard and Rosa Maria (nee Rella) 
Auricchio in Mount Vernon. She was a 
retired registered nurse at Westchester 
Medical Center in Valhalla. She was a 
member of various nursing organizations, 
including the Rosary Altar Society of 
Holy Rosary Church in Hawthorne, the 
American Association of University 
Women and the Mount Pleasant Seniors. 

She is survived by her devoted husband, 
Thomas F. Listman, of Ossining; her 
loving daughters, Rose Marie (Joseph) 
Cocchiarella of Frankford, N.J. and 

Patricia (Kenneth) Listman-Gumbs of 
Purdys; her four cherished grandchildren, 
Vincent, Madeline, David and Gwenneth; 
her sister-in-law, Lorraine Auricchio, of 
New Rochelle; and her niece and nephew, 
Christopher and Allison Auricchio. She 
was predeceased by her beloved brother, 
Charles Auricchio, last year.

Visitation was at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home on May 21. A funeral Mass was held 
at Holy Rosary Church in Hawthorne on 
May 23 followed by interment at Gate of 
Heaven Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, donations to either 
Holy Rosary Church, located at 170 
Bradhurst Ave. Hawthorne, N.Y. 10532, 
or www.lupusresearch.org would be 
appreciated.

Theresa Delemarre
Theresa M. Delemarre of Hawthorne 

died on May 18. 
She was 85.
Delemarre was born on Sept. 28, 1929, 

to the late Ross and Sophia (nee Yager) 
Watson in Liberty, N.Y. She was a retired 
accounting clerk for Westchester County 
in White Plains. She was a member of 
the Rosary Altar Society of Holy Rosary 
Church in Hawthorne. 

Delemarre was predeceased by her 
devoted husband, Edward, in 2003 and 
her seven siblings. She is survived by 
her loving children, Edward L. (Gayle) 
Delemarre III of Lake Ariel, Pa., John R. 

(Lea) Delemarre of Patterson, N.Y., Betty 
Ann (Henry) Logan of Kent Cliffs, N.Y. 
and Jean M. (Robert) Treco of Hawthorne; 
one sister, Ann Gabrielson, of Liberty, 
N.Y.; six cherished grandchildren; two 
great-grandchildren; and several nieces 
and nephews. 

Visitation was at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home on May 21. A funeral Mass was held 
at Holy Rosary Church in Hawthorne on 
May 22 followed by interment at Gate of 
Heaven Cemetery. 

In lieu of flowers, donations to Rosary 
Hill Home, 600 Linda Ave., Hawthorne, 
N.Y. 10532 would be appreciated. 

John Caridi
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William “Bill” Primavera is a NYS Licensed Real Estate salesperson, William Raveis Real Estate,1820 Commerce Street,Yorktown Heights,
NY 10598, 914-245-0460. www.raveis.com. Learn more about Bill Primavera, “The Home Guru” Realtor, at: www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com. 
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Bill Primavera 
“The Home Guru” Realtor
Suffers a Split Personality!

Have you heard?

He’s a top notch realtor, but also founder and CEO of
Westchester’s longest running public relations firm and

that’s a very GOOD thing when it comes to the 
creative marketing of your home for sale.

To hire the realtor with public relations
expertise, call Bill at 914-522-2076.
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By Neal Rentz
Despite the Mount Kisco police union 

still negotiating fine points to the pending 
merger with the Westchester County 
Department of Public Safety, consolidation 
is scheduled to go into effect on June 1.

Kieran O’Leary, a department of public 
safety spokesman, said last week the 
intermunicipal agreement previously 
approved by the village board and the Board 
of Legislators was approved by the county 
Board of Acquisition and Contract last 
Thursday. 

Meanwhile, negotiations between the 
village, the Police Benevolent Association 

and the county continue. The final 
legislative step is the approval of the eventual 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
that is being negotiated, O’Leary said. 

“It is needed because general county 
policy is to only accept transfers into our 
department at the rank of police officer,” 
O’Leary explained. “Since we are taking the 
Mount Kisco personnel with their existing 
ranks...the agreement is required. Our PBA 
has already signed off on it. It similarly has 
to go before the Board of Legislators as a 
formality.”

The merger to begin providing county 

police services to Mount Kisco next 
Monday is “still on target,” he said. 

The issue was addressed during public 
comments at the May 18 village board 
meeting by two critics of the plan, Kim 
Terlizzi and her husband, Louis. a Mount 
Kisco police lieutenant.  

Kim Terlizzi said many residents continue 
to oppose the move. She had submitted 
a petition several weeks ago containing 
signatures from about 800 residents 
calling for a referendum on the IMA. A 
referendum is required because the village 
was eliminating the police department, 

Terlizzi contended.
Village Attorney Whitney Singleton 

said a vote was unnecessary because the 
department wasn’t being abolished and 
some current officers would continue to 
work in the village. 

“There’s no violation of the law,” he said. 
Louis Terlizzi said he was concerned if the 

village wanted to terminate the arrangement 
with the county. Singleton responded that 
the village can end the agreement “any 
time it wants.”  If it was then unable to 
contract with another municipality for 
police services, Mount Kisco could rehire its 
former officers, Trustee Peter Grunthal said. 

But Terlizzi said rehiring police officers 
would be “cost prohibitive.” 

Mount Kisco Police Merger With County Still on Target for June 1

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
Mount Kisco Lt. Louis Terlizzi opposes his 
department’s consolidation with the Westchester 
County Department of  Public Safety.

Mt. Kisco to Hold Prescription Take-Back May 30
On Saturday, May 30, local residents have 

a chance to help prevent overdoses in their 
community by making prescription opioids 
and other misused medication less available 
for diversion and abuse.  

From 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., the Mount Kisco 
Police Department and Mount Kisco 
Partners in Prevention, a project of the 
Mount Kisco Drug and Alcohol Abuse 
Prevention Council, again join forces in 
staging Prescription Take-Back Day. While 
new federal guidelines and procedures for 
safe drug disposal are being worked out in 
Washington, these agencies are continuing 
the tradition of preventing pill abuse and 
theft by assisting families in ridding their 
homes of potentially dangerous expired, 

unused and unwanted prescription drugs. 
The Mount Kisco Drug and Alcohol 

Abuse Prevention Council, under the 
direction of Chairman Mel Berger, has 
spearheaded local participation in Take-
Back Day since being established by the 
Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) 
six years ago. 

“Preventing abuse of prescription drugs 
means making them unavailable, and 
medicines that languish in home cabinets 
are highly susceptible to diversion, misuse, 
and abuse,” Berger cautioned. 

Residents are encouraged to clean out 
their medicine chests and obscure or 
remove personal information from the 
packaging and bring unwanted prescription 

pills, patches and ointments to the Mount 
Kisco police station at 40 Green St. Also 
accepted are unused or expired over-the-
counter medicines and pet medications. 

Mount Kisco Partners in Prevention sees 
Take-Back Day as an important opportunity 
to protect area teens from the dangerous 
availability of opioids and other powerful 
medications acquired through friends, 
relatives and illegal second-hand purchase. 
According to the most recent data from the 
National Survey on Drug Use and Health 
(NSDUH), 67.4 percent of people abusing 
prescription pain relievers got them from 
friends or relatives, a statistic that includes 
raiding the family medicine cabinet.  
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I have had a front row seat in my role 
as a professional development school 
(PDS) liaison to the changes in education 
over the past several years. As a college 
professor and supervisor of student 
teachers, I have witnessed the increasing 
demands placed on pre-service teachers, 
public school teachers as well as the 
effects of both challenging standards and 
assessment on all of our students. One 
thing remains the same: there are still 
great teachers working hard to reach and 
teach all of their students in classrooms 
every single day.

As teaching has become increasingly 
complex, leaders from all constituencies 

have partnered to support students 
and teachers. PDS partnerships around 
the nation are combining the efforts of 
local colleges and universities with K-12 
faculty to better prepare the teachers 
of tomorrow. One such partnership is 
thriving in our area. It is the partnership 
of the Bedford Central School District 
with Manhattanville College. At this 
time of year, we recognize those teachers 
who have contributed to the partnership 
in meaningful ways. 

What remains the outstanding aspect 
of this partnership is the level of altruism 
that is central to our profession and is 
evidenced in your continued support 

and willingness to improve the skills of 
the next generation of teachers. When 
we open our doors, we open our practice, 
allowing us to reflect on our teaching 
and further ourselves as educators.

Teachers at Mount Kisco and Bedford 
Village elementary schools were honored 
at their faculty meetings this month. The 
culture that supports lifelong learning 
and reflective practitioners gives us 
hope for the teachers of tomorrow, and 
gratitude to the teachers of today.

Loretta R. Butler

It’s easy to understand why an outsider 
might conclude that the Town of New 
Castle is exclusionary and elitist when it 
comes to the development of affordable 
housing.

Certainly it’s wrong to generalize about 
a community or any of its residents, so 
that won’t be done here. But what is fact 
is that there has been virtually no new 
affordable housing built in the town in the 
past 15 to 20 years.

At a time when the county is struggling 
to meet the requirements of the affordable 
housing settlement with the federal 
government, and some communities 
have gotten serious about the issue while 
others have balked, the failure of New 
Castle to develop any affordable units has 
been a glaring and disturbing trend. 

Last Wednesday a Town Hall forum 
organized by The Journal News columnist 
David McKay Wilson on affordable 
housing turned into more of a gripe 
session between advocates and opponents 

of the controversial Chappaqua Station 
affordable housing project on Hunts 
Place. 

However, the larger issue is not whether 
that one-third of an acre site should 
be home to 28 affordable units. There 
clearly are issues there and it will always 
be far from perfect, whether that project 
eventually gets built or not.

But the Chappaqua Station debate 
may not have raged for as long as it has if 
affordable units had been built somewhere 
in New Castle. In a town that has about 23 
square miles--roughly the land mass of 
Manhattan--surely there is a suitable site 
somewhere for affordable housing.

The problem, as was pointed out by 
Wilson and Alexander Roberts, executive 
director of Community Housing 
Innovations, is that every site that is 
mentioned immediately gets shouted 
down with opponents lining up and 
forcefully arguing why it’s the wrong 
place. It’s happened repeatedly: the site 

of the Chappaqua Animal Hospital, 
Hoag’s Crossing, the First Congregational 
Church of Chappaqua, now Hunts Place. 

Recently, town officials have tried to 
convince Chappaqua Station developer 
Conifer Realty to consider switching 
their project to the municipally-owned 
Washington Avenue property. But at last 
week’s forum, a nearby resident, who 
refused to identify himself, already had 
a laundry list of reasons why that was a 
poor location--traffic, pedestrian safety, 
potential opposition from the Village of 
Pleasantville. And on it goes.

There is hope on the horizon. Should 
Chappaqua Crossing finally get built after 
a torturous decade-long battle, there may 
be as many 32 new units built. That’s a 
start.

But what other location would be 
suitable? Until there is a reasonable 
answer to that question, New Castle’s 
poor reputation regarding affordable 
housing has been well-earned.

Letters to the Editor

Correction
In last week’s article regarding the 

fundraising drive for two new scoreboards 
at Pleasantville’s Parkway Field,  the 
drive’s organizers formed an organization 
called the Pleasantville Youth Sports 
Booster Club. The effort was not part of 
Pleasantville Dad’s Club. The Pleasantville 
Rotary Club also donated $10,000. The 
Examiner regrets the error.

We invite readers to share their 
thoughts by sending letters to the 
editor.  Please limit comments to 
250 words. We will do our best 
to print all letters, but are limited 
by space constraints. Letters are  
subject to editing and may be 

withheld from publication on the 
discretion of the editor. Please refrain 
from personal attacks. Email letters 
to  mwilbur@theexaminernews.com.  
The Examiner requires that all letter 
writers provide their name, address 
and contact information.
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Editorial
Lack of Affordable Housing in New Castle an Ugly Stain on Town

Partnership is Invaluable for Preparing Teachers of Tomorrow

As one of many residents who 
supported successful Mount Pleasant 
Central school board candidates Thomas 
McCabe, Colleen Scaglione Neglia and 
write-in candidate John Piazza, I am 
puzzled by the assertion that we had a 
hidden agenda. Our only agenda was 
to elect the most qualified candidates to 
the school board. The children of Mount 

Pleasant deserved nothing less.
The grassroots effort to elect write-in 

candidate Piazza helped bring voters to 
the polls in numbers not seen in years in 
a Mount Pleasant school board election. 
Based on the overwhelming margin of 
victory of all three candidates there can be 
no doubt that the community embraced 
our cause.

What prompted so many to “sharpen 
their pencils” and write-in Mr. Piazza’s 
name? To anyone who attended or viewed 
online the Meet the Candidates Night, the 
answer could not be more obvious.

Vincent Graci
Valhalla

Mt. Pleasant Voters Elected the Best Candidates to School Board
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By Neal Rentz
When Frank Chietro finishes his 

education he hopes to become an energy 
systems engineer working with various 
forms of power generation such as wind, 
solar and energy.

For students pursuing that line of work, 
the future sounds exciting and intriguing.

But the Siena College student who just 
finished his sophomore year and a 2013 
Westlake High School graduate, isn’t 
waiting until he finishes school to achieve a 
level of satisfaction. 

Chietro is part of  Enabling the Future, 
which is also referred to as e-NABLE, a 
global network of volunteers, including 
groups at 55 colleges and universities, that 
designs free or low-cost 3D mechanical 
hands for people who would have trouble 
affording them.

“It’s just a way to get involved,” Chietro 
said. “Everyone was pleased with the idea of 
helping another person.” 

The 14-member Siena team that Chietro 
is part of designed and made a hand for 
five-year-old Jack Carder, a Columbus, 
Ohio boy who was born with only a small 
thumb on his right hand and no other 

fingers. Another Siena student, John Farrell, 
was the group member who is credited with 
designing the hand while Chietro and other 
team members built it.

The hand is powered by a 15-volt LED 
light with five batteries, Chietro said. All 
the recipient has to do is turn the light on 
to get the hand to work. It took about three 
months to complete building the hand, 
which is made of a durable plastic, he noted. 

On Apr. 20, some of the Siena College 
e-NABLE members, including Chietro, 
traveled to Ohio to present Carder with 
his new hand. A highlight of the trip was 
when they watched Carder throw out the 
ceremonial first pitch for the Columbus 
Clippers, a minor league baseball team, at 
one of the team’s home games. 

“His parents were beyond happy,” Chietro 
said. 

This initial project won’t be the only 
time Chietro and the Siena group will be 
dealing with Carder and his family. He and 
his fellow “e-NABLErs” will continue to 
make right hands for Carder because he will 
outgrow the one that he is now using as he 
gets older, Chietro said. 

In addition to designing hands for the 

boy, the Siena group is working on a series 
of hands for an adult man who lives in New 
Orleans, he said.

Along with creating mechanical 
hands, e-NABLE openly shares research, 
development, designs and training to help 
others learn how to create assistive devices, 
Chietro said. The organization also supports 
and develops “an online community of 
digital humanitarians” using various 
technologies to provide hands to people 
who need them.

Chietro said e-NABLE is run by students 
, but Dr. Allan Weatherwax, dean of the 
School of Science at Siena, has helped the 
group by arranging to help pay for the trip 
to Ohio and assisting with other tasks.

Along with working with other college 
groups, Chietro and his fellow members 
may soon hook up with a robotics teams. A 
group of retirees in Florida have also signed 
on and there could be other groups such as 
the Boy Scouts.

know your
Neighbor

Frank Chietro
Engineering Student, Mount Pleasant

Kaitlyn Corbett has always called New York home. Born and raised in Buffalo, she earned her degree in 
nuclear power engineering at SUNY College of Technology and moved to Peekskill to start her career at 
Indian Point. Safety is the single most important mission for Kaitlyn and her 1,000 colleagues at the plant, 
and it’s been the focus of her years of study and training in the nuclear ower industry. Every day, engineers 
are graded on their performance by inspectors from the Nuclear RegulatoryCommission. The NRC recently 
gave Kaitlyn and the team at Indian Point its highest safety rating — for the fifth year in a row.

Discover more about Indian Point at SafeSecureVital.com

“Peekskill is my home, and keeping
  us safe is my job.” Kaitlyn Corbett

Nuclear Engineer

POWERING NEW YORK

Siena College’s members of  Enabling the Future made a prosthetic hand for a five-year-old boy and 
presented it to him in April in Ohio. Shown above are Siena’s e-NABLE team, including Westlake High 
School graduate Frank Chietro, center back. 



May 26 - June 1, 2015 The Examiner14



May 26 - June 1, 2015www.TheExaminerNews.com 15

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTOS

Memorial Day is considered the 
unofficial start of summer, a time for 
barbecues and to maybe take the season’s 
first swim. For those who attended area 
parades and ceremonies, including those 
in Chappaqua and Pleasantville, Monday 
was a time to remember the servicemen 
and servicewomen throughout our 
nation’s history who defended the country. 
Scores of veterans, first responders, 
school groups, scouts and representatives 
of various organizations marched along 
the route in both communities followed 
by a ceremony to appreciate and honor 
all those who made the ultimate sacrifice.

Chappaqua

Pleasantville

Memorial Day 2015

JANINE BOWEN PHOTOS
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Whenever I see a model 
home, I marvel at how a 
professional designer can 
throw together a beautiful 
living space with so many 
creative ideas so quickly. 
Some peoples’ minds are just 
wired that way, but mine is 
not. In fact, the one college 
course I dropped mid-term 
was interior design.  

While I’ve frequently heard 
other people boast about 
how quickly they’ve “settled 
in” when they’ve purchased 
a new home or moved from 
one place to another, either 
working with a decorator or 
doing it themselves, I need 
to add the element of time to be fully 
happy with any design project I tackle.

I remember years ago when I invited 
one of the editors of Good Housekeeping 
to my home, she asked how long I had 
lived at my property. When I responded 
“20 years,” she said, “It shows.” And 
truly, it wasn’t until another 10 years 
that I was really happy with what I had 
done there.

I know I’m not alone. When the 
question “How long did it take for you 

to decorate your home?” is 
asked online, most people 
write things like “I’ve been 
in my house three years and 
I’m STILL not done.” Some 
will elaborate and share that 
they enjoy the “process.” For 
instance, one response was 
“I just kind of bought things 
here and there, changed them 
out, changed my mind and 
now I am starting to fix it 
exactly how I want it.”

My wife’s theory is that 
when a decorator does a 
model home, it’s easier 
because the assignment is 
impersonal. 

“There are no personal 
memories attached to the things selected 
so it’s easier to bring the plan together,” 
she said. “But there’s the danger there 
that the end result is going to lack any 
‘soul,’ and that can happen if a decorator 
selects everything for you.”

With our current move, our biggest 
dilemma  has been dealing with too 
much “soul” in that our decades of 
collections had to be reduced from 
nearly 4,000 square feet to less than half 
that. This time around, my wife wanted 

more open space than we had in our 
antique home, but after six months in 
our spanking new condo, slowly adding 
this and that from many things we had 
previously vowed to sell or give away, 
we’ve definitely missed that opportunity.

There was a second problem, a big 
one that the time element helped solve. 
I had always resisted the idea of having 
a television set in our living room, no 
matter where we lived. In our old home, 
we had a television only in the master 
bedroom and a small one in our library. 
When our family visited, we all would 
pile into the bedroom if we wanted to 
watch a show together, and my wife 
always hated that.  

She insisted that in our new condo 
at Trump Residences in Shrub Oak, 
there must be a large television installed 
above the fireplace/mantel that we are 
having designed and installed. I had 
been “angsting” about that for months. 
It was probably the biggest decorating 
conflict my wife and I had ever had. I 
have always hated visiting beautifully 
designed homes costing over a million 
dollars to find a big “black hole” of a 
television set over the fireplace in a 
living room. In a family room, fine. 

Last week, the workers arrived to 

install the magnificent mantel with its 
gorgeous Carrera marble inset and its 
rich baronial-style design. Inwardly I 
was balking at the idea of having the 
television plopped on top of it. I stayed 
awake thinking about it. I knew that 
once the new TV and sound system was 
installed, I would be stuck looking at 
that big black screen, center stage, for 
the rest of my life.

With a lot of pleading, my wife gave 
me one last stay of execution. We are 
now planning to place the tube on the 
far side of the room above a bookcase in 
the corner. Thank goodness it took some 
months to plan, design and build the 
cabinetry for the living room because it 
helped me avoid the bullet of a lifetime 
eyesore. Once again, it was the element 
of time that came to my rescue. 

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public 
relations agency in Westchester (www.
PrimaveraPR.com). His real estate site 
is: www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and 
his blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.com. To 
engage the services of The Home Guru 
and his team to market your home for 
sale, call 914-522-2076.

The Element of Time in Planning Anything Inside or Out

RED TAG SALE!
• Chandeliers • Table Lamps
• Floor Lamps • Wall Sconces
• Outdoor Fixtures • Mirrors
• Tiffany Lamps
• Lampshades & Lamp Repairs

Take 10% Off Any Red Tag Item

Bedford Lighting and Home
748 N. Bedford Rd, (Rt 117) 

Bedford Hills, NY 10507
914 666-0680 • bedfordlighting@yahoo.com

www.bedfordlighting.com

50% OFF 
Red Tagged 

Furniture

Like Us on Facebook Ê

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

Great Gifts and more to come at Somers Custom Framing!

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS
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By Janine Bowen
Bernadette Meehan always dreamed of 

traveling the globe, but never imagined 
she would find a career that would allow 
her to do that alongside some of the most 
important leaders of the free world. 

Growing up in Pleasantville, she 
remembers her father, a banker, telling 
stories about his trips to Asia and Africa 
and sending home postcards from what 
seemed to her to be exotic places. 

In 1992, during the summer between 
her junior and senior year of high school, 
Meehan traveled to Argentina through the 
Pleasantville International Association 
exchange student program, which further 
sparked her interest in travel.

At Boston College, Meehan was still 
undecided about her career path, but 
became interested in social justice issues 
and public service.

“I always sort of had this vision of 
growing up and traveling around the 
world, but not really having an idea of how 
that translates into real life,” said Meehan, 
who attended Bedford Road School and 
Pleasantville Middle School before going 
on to Kennedy Catholic High School in 
Somers. 

After her college graduation, Meehan 
moved to New York City to work in the 
financial industry as an adviser for J.P. 
Morgan for six years and for Lehman 
Brothers for a year after that. Although she 
appreciates that time in her life, Meehan 
knew she wasn’t going to find long-term 
happiness on Wall Street. 

“I always felt like something was missing, 
like I couldn’t really think about waking up 
for the next 50 years and feeling like this 
was the passion,” she said. 

It wasn’t until she read the profile of 
a Boston College alumnus who worked 
for the State Department that she found 
her calling. Meehan signed up to join its 
Foreign Service branch, and 11 years ago 
received top secret clearance. She moved to 
Washington, D.C., and spent most of the 
next few years visiting countries around 
the world. 

“It’s been the most rewarding, 
unexpected, something-new-every-day 
career beyond what I ever could have 
conceived of when I was back growing up 
in Westchester and sort of had these ideas 
about what I thought I wanted to do when 
I grew up,” Meehan said.

The work can be dangerous. During her 
first overseas trip to Bogota, Columbia, 
Meehan survived a kidnapping and assault. 
Although it took awhile for her to come to 
terms with that experience, it never caused 
her to reconsider her career choice.

In 2006, she signed up to go to Baghdad 
for a year. Meehan said she was worried 
about going there during the height of the 
Iraq War, but decided it was something she 
wanted to see for herself. 

“I felt like that was one of the defining 

foreign policy issues of my generation 
and that I wanted to be there and see it 
firsthand and experience what that was,” 
Meehan said. 

Following her return from Bagdad, 
Meehan spent a year studying Arabic full 
time before heading off to Dubai. She 
then returned to Washington to learn 
about policymaking. She soon found 
herself helping with former Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton’s briefing papers and 
arranging Clinton’s travel plans. 

Before Clinton was scheduled to travel, 
Meehan would visit the country to work 
out logistical issues, ranging from whether 
there would be a motorcade to finding the 
nearest restrooms.

The work, she said, led her to develop a 
strong relationship with Clinton, leading 
Meehan to ultimately become one of two 
special assistants to the secretary of state, 
a job she held for 15 months. During her 
time as a special assistant, Meehan became 
acquainted with White House staff. She 
was asked by Deputy National Security 
Adviser Ben Rhodes to remain at the 
White House and do press work instead 
of going overseas again after her time as a 
special assistant to Clinton ended. 

Meehan expected that assignment to 
last for a year, but she has remained at the 
White House now for three years as the 
National Security Council spokesperson 
and special assistant to the president for 

national security affairs.
Meehan will soon be taking a sabbatical 

to teach at Georgetown University and 
hopes to encourage high school and college 
students to consider government work. 

She advises students to take time to learn 
a language, which will give them a leg up in 
nearly any career. Meehan herself is fluent 
in Spanish and is conversational in Arabic. 

Meehan also urges youngsters to be 
curious and seek out mentors. Students 

should look toward a career that excites 
them, but to avoid creating an ironclad 
plan, noting they may have more success if 
they’re willing to keep their options open.

“You should always have a vision for 
where you want to go in your life or your 
career; you should have an idea of what 
excites you, what makes you happy, what 
challenges you, but one of the biggest 
mistakes people make is trying to game out 
every step or every move,” she said. 

From Pleasantville to the White House
Local Product’s Path Takes Her to Highest Levels of Government 

PETE SOUZA WHITE HOUSE PHOTO
Bernadette Meehan, inset, attends meetings at the highest levels of  government, including this meeting 
with President Obama and the National Security Council on Iran, the night before the parameters for the 
nuclear deal were reached. Meehan is seated along the wall on the left.

By Isabella Fitzgerald
Riley DeJong of Lewisboro is not your 

average 20-year-old college student.
On Feb. 3, DeJong was riding a Metro-

North train home from Hunter College, 
where she is studying to be a nurse. 

Shortly before 6:30 p.m., the train 
crashed into an SUV in Valhalla, and 
DeJong, an EMT withthe Lewisboro 
Volunteer Ambulance Corps, 
courageously helped others get off the 
train and tended to the wounds of the 
injured instead of fleeing for her own 
safety. 

DeJong,19 at the time of the accident, 
has been an inspiration to her home 
community for her acts of valor that day. 

Last Thursday evening at the 
Chappaqua Public Library, DeJong 
received the Liberty Medal, one of the 
highest honors a civilian can receive 
in New York, from state Sen. Terrence 
Murphy. She was honored along with 12 
other women from throughout the 40th 
State Senate District at the 2015 Women 
of Distinction ceremony.

The women, all from northern 
Westchester and Putnam counties, 
were recognized for outstanding 

contributions in their communities. 
The honorees’ occupations range from 
emergency medical technicians to 
school superintendents. The recipients 
were Susan Briggs (Hawthorne), Judy 
Callahan (Brewster), Ann Hirsch 
(Lewisboro), Sharon Irving (Cortlandt), 
Catherine Johansen (Peekskill), Mary 
Moody (LaGrangeville), Fran Osborne 
(Chappaqua), Jean Reidy (Somers), 
Helena Rodriguez (Yorktown), Amy 
Sayegh (Mahopac), Dr. Marilyn 
Terranova (Patterson) and Tracey Walsh 
(Carmel). 

DeJong said all of the women deserved 
to be honored.

“It’s not about making a grand gesture 
that everyone in the world sees,” she 
said. “It’s about the small things; the 
everyday work that people put in that 
goes unnoticed.” 

Prior to the presentation of the 
honorees, the event featured the Pledge 
of Allegiance, the National Anthem, a 
reading of “Her Head,” a poem about 
the struggles and triumphs of women by 
Joan Murray, and a dance performance 
by the Penny Lane Dance Academy of 
Baldwin Place. 

Murphy called it a privilege to honor 
the women for their outstanding 
contributions to their communities.

“This is the right thing to do,” he said. 
“This is what America is. This is what 
our community is all about…You have 
such a plethora of ladies here that were 
honored in a distinct way that it was my 
honor and a privilege to [sponsor] it.”

Lewisboro Nursing Student Among Group Honored 
as ‘Women of Distinction’

Lewisboro’s Riley DeJong, 20, was honored with 
the Liberty Medal by state Sen. Terrence Murphy 
last Thursday in Chappaqua for coming to the 
rescue of  injured passengers on the ill-fated 
Feb. 3 Metro-North train that crashed in Valhalla. 
DeJong, a Hunter College nursing student and an 
EMT, was returning home from classes that day.
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By Laura Fasano
Navigating the foster care system as a 

child can doom a youngster to a life of 
disadvantage and misery. 

But three women who spoke at the 
fourth annual “The Reality of Aging 
Out” program at the Mount Kisco 
Public Library last Thursday said they 
are living proof that doesn’t have to be 
the case.

The event, which coincided with 
Foster Care Awareness Month, was 
presented by FosterKidsUnite, Inc., an 
organization that assists youths in the 
foster care system and provides services 
such as care packages during finals, 
holiday gifts or paying for train tickets, 
school books and clothes for interviews. 
It was part of a moving ceremony for 13 
foster children from Westchester.

Local resident and Fox Lane High 
School graduate Tanya Cooper, 
president of FosterKidsUnite, Inc., was 
joined by Brandy Tulo-Lang Sacapanio 
and Donna Maddox to share their 
inspirational stories of growing up and 
overcoming the foster care system.

“If you aged out of the system or are in 

foster care now, I want to say something 
to you: I almost didn’t make it, but I 
did,” Sacapanio said. 

Despite growing up as a foster child 
and being emancipated at 17 years old, 
Sacapanio graduated Marion High 
School in Illinois 11th in her class out 
of about 300 students. She gave birth to 
her daughter at the age of 20, but went 
to college to become a child welfare 
specialist to join the “battle for children,” 
she said.

Sacapanio decided to become a foster 
parent to help children who face similar 
circumstances.

Maddox told a similar story. Abused, 
neglected and in and out of foster homes 
in Rhode Island and Vermont from five 
years old until she aged out of the system 
at 18, Maddox said her childhood made 
her a stronger person. 

“To those of you in foster care, you 
do not need to be a victim of your 
circumstances. … It is up to you what 
you do with your life,” said Maddox, now 
happily married with eight children, 
including six foster children, and a 
professional organizer who owns her 

own business.
Cooper was placed into foster care 

when she was five years old with her 
three siblings. She was able to stay with 

a brother, Robert, but the two remained 
parentless. Cooper aged out of the foster 
care system at 21 years old. 

She wrote a self-help book, “Surviving 
Foster Care and Making It Work For 
You!” Joseph Whelan, an audience 
member at last week’s event, called the 
book “inspiring.” 

Now Cooper speaks with foster 
children about her experiences, 
encouraging them to “enjoy this life, 
this moment” because “we are our own 
heroes.” 

During the event, Mount Kisco Mayor 
Michael Cindrich joined Cooper and 
Mental Health Association in Putnam 
Executive Director Megan Castellano to 
present this year’s winners of the Robert 
Cooper Memorial Scholarship and to 
recognize the recipients of the Citizen 
of Change Award. The youngsters in 
attendance were also joined by foster 
parents and supporters of the foster care 
community. 

When her brother unexpectedly 
passed away of a heart attack six 
years ago, Cooper immersed herself 
in FosterKidsUnite, Inc., a nonprofit 
organization. The scholarship that 
honors her late brother is awarded each 
year to six students -- two  winners and 
four honorable mentions who have aged 
out of the foster care system and are 
continuing their education.

The two winners of the $500 
scholarships were Tashawna Maxwell 
and Adwoa Owusua. The honorable 
mention winners, Dorothy Bradshaw, 
Felipe Valdez-Munoz, Sasha Chandelle 
Simmonds and Mercy Vega, were 
awarded $200 each.

The Citizen of Change awards, 
presented by Cindrich, were given to 
three women -- Sacapanio, Delia Knott 
Garrity and Patty Gadson -- who make 
a difference in the lives of children in the 
foster care system.

P’ville STEM Fair Helps Students Explore Career Possibilities

Mt. Kisco Event Sends Message of Hope and Inspiration to Foster Children

By Janine Bowen
Three years ago Pleasantville residents 

Martha and Chuck Matteo helped form 
the Science Olympiad at Pleasantville 
Middle School. Following its rapid success, 
the couple sought to familiarize students 
with the science, technology, engineering 
and math career opportunities that are 
available.

On Monday night, about 20 STEM 
experts converged at Pleasantville High 
School to talk with students at the district’s 
inaugural STEM Career Fair, discussing 
the plethora of career options. Martha 
Matteo said when she first got involved 
with the district’s STEM efforts, most 
students knew that careers as doctors 
and veterinarians were available, but were 
unaware about the full scope of careers 
that use different aspects of STEM. 

Ravikuman Ramachandran, who works 
in microelectronics for IBM, said events 
like the career fair will help steer more 
students to STEM-related careers.

“I think awareness is half the problem, 
being aware of what opportunities exist 
and what their interests are; then they can 
match opportunities with interests and 
try to make what is the best fit for them,” 
he said. 

Ramachandran, who always loved math 
and science, came to the United States 
to attend the University of California-
Berkeley with hope of becoming a 
professor. But when finding a job in 
academia proved difficult, he wound up 
working in technology. 

He was not the only one at Monday’s 
event who fell in love with a career he 
never expected to have. Frank Stapleton, 

a local dentist, said in 2002 he decided 
that he wanted his computers to be able 
to write patient consultations for him. 
After eight years, he was able to create a 
computer system that offers an evidence-
based health rating system for patients 
that allows them to have access to their 
records. 

Peter Allen graduated from Brown 
University with a mathematics degree, 
but after finding that too abstract and dry, 
he found himself driving a taxi for four 
months before taking a job teaching high 
school math and computer science. That 
prompted him to return to school and 
earn a master’s degree and ultimately a 
doctorate in computer science. 

Although all of the presenters at the fair 
had advanced degrees, Kirk Czymmek, 
who works with Zeiss Microscopy Labs, 
said that a student who doesn’t achieve 
top grades in high school may still be 
able to find a STEM career as long as they 
are creative, productive, able to apply 
themselves and work well as part of a 
team. 

“Sometimes I have a student who didn’t 
do so well in school but is extremely 
creative and that person can go in and 
be very successful in a career as well,” 
Czymmek said. 

Dozens of students used the fair 
as an opportunity to network with 
professionals, some of whom offered 
internship opportunities. Superintendent 
of Schools Mary Fox-Alter was impressed 
by the event and the turnout.  

“[There’s] a lot of great community 
members and a lot of talent in the region, 
this is a good thing,” said Fox-Alter. 

Martha Matteo was also impressed 
by the success of the event, never 
expecting the district’s STEM initiative 
to grow so quickly. As interest grows, The 
Pleasantville Friends of STEM, which 
co-sponsored the career fair with the 
Pleasantville Science National Honor 
Society, continues to look for volunteer 
coaches for the Science Olympiad, Lego 
Robotics and the Math Olympiad at all 
three district schools. 

She said the goal is to create a pipeline 
of STEM savvy students who can rise to 
the challenges of the 21st century. Over 
time, she hopes that more community 
members will be eager to volunteer and 
eventually take over the efforts. 

“The trick is going to be passing the 
wand. I can’t do this forever,” Matteo said. 

LAURA FASANO PHOTO
Left to right, Mental Health Association in Putnam Executive Director Megan Castellano, FosterKidsUnite 
President Tanya Cooper, Sara Amuso and Judy Sazzinga at last Thursday's event in Mount Kisco.

JANINE BOWEN PHOTOS
Kirk Czymmek of  Zeiss Microscopy Labs speaks 
at last week’s STEM Career Fair at Pleasantville 
High School.
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By Colette Connolly
Well-known Westchester businessman 

Perry DiNapoli of the DiNapoli Restaurant 
Group is no stranger to the world of 
catering. For 23 years, he successfully 
ran Antonees Gourmet Catering, which 
included a well-loved neighborhood 
deli in Mount Vernon and Antonees on 
Broadway, a center-hall colonial mansion 
in White Plains that closed last year. 

Soon after its closure, DiNapoli and his 
wife, Vincenza, quickly began looking 
for another business, but this time with 
a restaurant in mind. They found it in 
the former Haymount House, which 
they named The Briarcliff Manor. It also 
includes a restaurant called Antipasti di 
Napoli Trattoria & Bar. 

“The moment I saw this place, I just 
loved it,” said DiNapoli, who comes from 
a family of restaurateurs. 

From the southern Colonial-style 
property, one can see majestic views 
of the Hudson River. The interior, 
complete with a grand staircase, includes 

a chandelier in the main restaurant area, 
marble fireplaces and wrought iron doors 
that help to make the venue a one-of-a-
kind place.

The front of the property is accentuated 
by a grand fountain and extensive Italian 
stonework. An outdoor veranda in 
the front and back can accommodate 
overflow guests, especially those who 
are expected to attend the many private 
affairs that DiNapoli anticipates given the 
location and ambience of the property.

DiNapoli, a New York City native 
who now lives in Harrison, catered an 
array of corporate events and family and 
community gatherings at Antonees. He 
wants to duplicate much of that at The 
Briarcliff Manor, but with a more elegant 
flair.

“I personally think there’s a huge void 
in Westchester for well-priced, affordable, 
elegant events,” said DiNapoli, who in 
the early 1980s got his first taste of the 
restaurant business while working as a 
waiter at the Glen Island Casino. While 

there, he was classically trained as a waiter 
captain. 

The flexible nature of the building will 
allow him to cater large and small events, 
including bridal showers, anniversary 
celebrations, birthday parties and 
weddings. 

An upstairs bridal suite includes a 
private restroom and comfortable seating, 
among other embellishments. 

So much of catering is about great food, 
he added.

“I want this to be a fun place for adults 
to visit,” DiNapoli said, of the restaurant’s 
menu that will incorporate the distinct 
flavors of Italy’s culinary regions. 
DiNapoli is hoping to put a new twist 
on small-bite Italian cuisine by offering 

a buffet assortment of the finest Italian 
meats and vegetables. 

An adjoining bar will serve a range of 
cocktails with a well-priced selection of 
wines from California, New York and 
Italy.

Future plans include offering an 
antipasti takeout service and business-
to-business networking events. DiNapoli 
is a strong believer in partnering with 
communities, non-profits and charities in 
an effort to promote their shared success. 

“I know that a lot of people and 
organizations usually don’t have the 
opportunity to have events in such a 
beautiful location and at such a price 
structure,” DiNapoli said. “I know that we 
can allow for that.”

DiNapoli will be hosting a number 
of grand opening events in early June 
where local residents, businesses, town 
employees and dignitaries will be treated 
to food samplings, complementary 
beverages and live entertainment. 

“Giving back to the place where my 
business is rooted has always been 
important to me, and it’s something I take 
to heart,” he said.

The Briarcliff Manor is located at 25 
Studio Hill Rd. in Briarcliff Manor. It is 
open Wednesday through Sunday.

For reservations, call 914-944-
1524. To see the regular menu and the 
many packages available, visit www.
thebriarcliffmanor.com.
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COLETTE CONNOLLY PHOTO
Perry DiNapoli, owner of  The Briarcliff  Manor, 
where patrons can be treated to elegant catering 
and dining at reasonable prices.
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Dr. Victor Khabie, co-chief of 
orthopedic surgery and director of 
sports medicine at the Orthopedic and 
Spine Institute, recently performed 
the first NAVIO robot-assisted partial 
knee replacement in New York State at 
Northern Westchester Hospital (NWH).

This leading-edge technology 
incorporates image-guided navigation 
with the precision of robotics, enabling 
surgeons to see and treat only the 
damaged portion of the knee and leaving 
the healthy bone in place. A highly 
accomplished team of NWH surgeons 

have been trained to perform this 
procedure. 

Unlike a total knee replacement, this 
muscle and ligament sparing approach 
utilizes an incision that is one-third the 
size, which saves healthy bone, ligaments 
and tissues. The result is a surgery that is 
less painful, enables patients to recover 
faster compared to a complete knee 
replacement and return to a more active 
lifestyle.

A partial knee replacement also fills 
a gap in treatment options for patients 
with knee pain. When knee pain 
begins, patients often self-treat with 
over-the-counter medications. When 
this no longer works, physical therapy, 
pain management injections, and even 
synovial fluid replacement are all used.  
Unfortunately, when these treatments 
become ineffective, the only other 
option available has been a total knee 
replacement.

“A partial knee replacement provides 
a very promising option for patients,” 
Khabie said. “Total knee replacements 
are incredibly invasive procedures, 
removing bone, tissue and severing 
muscle to create room for the implant. 
With a partial knee replacement, 
the incisions are much smaller and 
much less traumatic for patients. The 
procedure takes less time, is less painful 

and provides patients with a shorter 
recovery time. Within only a few weeks 
of surgery, many patients are back to 
skiing, swimming, golfing and even 
playing tennis.”

The partial knee implant can provide 
patients, suffering with advanced pain 
from arthritis, another 10 or 15 years 
of an active lifestyle. Over time, any of 
the implanted pieces could be replaced, 
therefore increasing the life of the partial 
knee replacement. 

The hand-held robotics and built-
in image guidance navigation provide 
the surgeons with a level of precision 
previously unavailable. 

The Navio surgical system features 
proprietary robot-assisted technology 
that integrates handheld intelligent 
instruments with an intuitive CT-
free registration and patient-specific 
planning process. 

The surgeon is guided in creating 
implant plans that localize components 
and balance soft tissue. The technology 
translates that information into a virtual 
surgical plan that removes the need for 
standard mechanical cutting guides 
and jigs. The handheld instrumentation 
uses multiple control modes to help the 
surgeon precisely prepare the bone for 
implantation.

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

There is a lot of media 
attention about the 
legalization of marijuana 
these days and all that 
exposure might tempt 
some investors to seriously 
consider jumping on the 
cannabis wagon. 

In truth, there may be some 
potential for making money 
off of other people’s vices. 

As recently as last fall, 
many analysts were singing 
the praises of the $50 billion 
marijuana industry, noting that the 
market is already developed and the only 
clouds on the horizon are from burning 
marijuana. With medical marijuana 
legal in 36 states and ongoing efforts to 
make recreational use of the drug legal 
in more states, the prospects for future 
growth seem quite bright.

But I would urge extreme caution 
before you plow a ton of your hard-
earned income into the latest IPO from a 
start-up marijuana producer or retailer.

There are a number of reasons why it 
is best to exercise a bit of caution. First 

and foremost is the fact 
that while marijuana and its 
derivatives are legal for both 
general and medical usages 
in some states, it is still 
illegal federally. That little 
distinction can mean the 
difference between buying 
stocks and being placed 
in the stocks, figuratively 
speaking.

It also raises another issue 
relevant to the ultimate 
profitably of marijuana 

investments. Some states where 
marijuana is legal tax it to the maximum 
extent possible, making legal marijuana 
far more expensive than its illegal cousin. 
In Washington State, for instance, the 
marijuana that finally reaches consumers 
is taxed and re-taxed at every step of the 
process, amounting to a 205 percent tax 
that prices legal marijuana at twice the 
cost of street pot.

That doesn’t mean that all states 
will impose the same types of taxes on 
marijuana sales. In Oregon, a new law is 
likely to bring prices down by 20 percent, 

according to some estimates, which 
may be more general than specific, but 
supports the point that there is plenty of 
room for price negotiations.

All of which supports the point that 
the illegal marijuana industry still has a 
major hold on the existing market and 
it isn’t likely to loosen its grip any time 
soon. Which means the opportunities 
for investment could very well be limited 
for the immediate future.

Meanwhile, there still are plenty of 
more stable places to invest. Say, in 
Europe, for those who want to diversify 
their portfolios. Sure, there are all kinds 
of worries about Greece and the viability 
of the Euro.

And there is some 
uncertainty on the other 
side of the globe about 
Japan emerging as the 
number one holder of 
American debt, pushing 
China into second place. But successful 
investors, in good times or bad, do their 
homework.

NASDAQ hitting new highs? There are 
companies that are ripe for investment. 

Worried about whether this is another 
bubble forming that could bring it all 
down? Either way, the advice is the same. 
Do your homework. There will always be 
emerging firms that don’t have a solid 
foundation or the business acumen to 
succeed over time. And there are always 
businesses that can ride out the worst 
storms and soar in bull markets.

Some well-directed research can take 
a lot of the risk out of deciding where 
to invest and for how much. History 
has shown us an important lesson when 
it comes to owning a well-diversified 
portfolio of global stocks, and that is, the 
positive total returns far outweigh the 

temporary declines 
over the long term. 
This approach 
may produce the 
sweetest smell 
of all: financial 
independence.

Peter Chieco is a wealth adviser with 
Morgan Stanley Wealth Management in 
Greenwich, Conn. He can be reached at 
203-625-4897.

Investing to Capture the Sweet Smell of Financial Independence

By Peter Chieco

The information provided in this article is not a solicitation to purchase or sell investments. Any information presented is general in nature and not intended to provide 
individually tailored investment advice. The strategies and/or investments referenced may not be suitable for all investors as the appropriateness of a particular investment 
or strategy will depend on an investor’s individual circumstances and objectives. Investing involves risks and there is always the potential of losing money when you invest. 

The views expressed herein are those of the author and may not necessarily reflect the views of Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC, Member SIPC.

Michael A. LaPorte, a 1994 
graduate of Byram Hills High 
School  and a 1998 graduate of 
Western New England College, 
was promoted to lieutenant colonel 
by Maj. Gen. Edward Dorman 
earlier this year. After serving two 
tours of duty in Kosovo, one tour 
in Iraq and two deployments to 
Afghanistan, LaPorte earned a 
masters degree in national security 
and strategic studies from the 
Naval War College in Newport, 
R.I. in 2014. He is currently  with 
the U.S. Army Pacific’s 8th Theater 
Sustainment Command stationed 
at Fort Shafter, Hawaii. LaPorte is 
the son of Nici LaPorte and the late 
Manny LaPorte of Pleasantville.

Proud Moment

First Robot-Assisted Partial Knee Replacement Surgery Completed at NWH

The Prudent 
Portfolio
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Skin cancer is the most common 
cancer in the United States. Now, 
a recent study from the Centers 
of Disease Control (CDC) finds a 
50 percent increase in the average 
annual number of adults treated for 
skin cancer. 

We all know how and when to 
protect our skin. Or do we? It’s 
essential to know the risk factors for 
skin cancer and the best forms of 
protection. 

Skin cancer occurs in two forms: 
melanoma and non-melanoma. Non-
melanoma cancers, which are the 
most common, are almost always 
caused by sun exposure. For the more 
dangerous melanoma, genetics plays a larger role 
in determining your risk.

When we talk about sun exposure, we refer to the 
effect of three types of ultraviolet (UV) light – or 
radiation – on our skin: UVA, UVB and UVC. Skin 
cancer can develop when these skin-penetrating 
rays damage the DNA of our skin cells. 

UVC is filtered by the ozone layer. UVB causes 
sunburns and tans. While less UVA enters our 
atmosphere than UVB, it penetrates our skin 
deeply enough to potentially cause skin cancer. 

Best year-round protection: Only use broad-
spectrum protection (the type that guards against 

UVA and UVB) with an SPF of 30 
or higher. Check that it contains 
the necessary ingredients meroxyl 
– sometimes called ecamsule – and 
avobenzone, which can be called 
parsol 1789. The Anthelios brand is 
one example of an effective broad-
spectrum sunscreen.

High-risk scenarios in winter: 
Those enjoying outdoor sports 
in winter, particularly skiers and 
snowboarders, need to know that 
snow reflects UV rays and that higher 
altitudes mean slightly higher UV 
penetration. That makes sunscreen 
and lip protection vital, especially 
during spring skiing at higher 

altitudes. This is the case even when temperatures 
are low and it seems that sun exposure is not an 
issue. 

Are we at risk on overcast days? Radiation does 
penetrate on cloudier days. However, most people 
don’t realize that hazy days create significant UV 
ray exposure. 

What times of day present greater risk from 
UV radiation? During warm weather, the peak 
time is 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. In winter in our latitude, 
peak UV radiation occurs around 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. That means you need sunscreen protection at 
certain times year-round.

When to apply: Sunscreen takes up to an hour 
to be fully effective. Apply before you hit the beach 
or head outside.

How much to apply: Most people apply far too 
little sunscreen. The average adult needs about one 
ounce to be protected.

Where to apply: Everywhere that is exposed. 
Make sure to get it in your ears and behind your 
ears. Protecting the nose is critical. About 15 to 20 
percent of all skin cancers occur on the nose. And 
don’t forget your lips. If your clothing is sheer, apply 
sunscreen to your entire body. Wear sunglasses, a 
hat and protective clothing.

Protecting children: Do not use sunscreen on 
babies under a year old. If needed, use protective 
clothing and consider using a non-chemical 
sunblock. However, be aware of recent suggestions 
that certain chemical-free blocks are ground 
so finely they might enter the skin. Ask your 
pediatrician’s advice before using this type of 
sunblock on a child.

Dr. Stuart Zweibel is a board certified dermatologist 
and dermatologic surgeon specializing in skin 
cancer, laser surgery and cosmetic dermatology. He 
served as the chief of the Division of Dermatology at 
Northern Westchester Hospital from 1999 to 2007. 
He has been recognized as a Best Doctor in New 
York Magazine and Westchester Magazine.

Year-Round Skin Cancer Risks and Tips to Protect Yourself

urgent care
MKMG

Providing the Highest Quality Medical Care For You and Your Family  
Throughout Westchester, Putnam, Dutchess and Ulster County

360 North Bedford Road 
Mount Kisco, NY 10549

Now serving Mount Kisco 
and surrounding communities

No Appointment Necessary 
Walk-In Services 

Open 7 Days a Week • 8:00am-7:45pm
Services include treatment of:

• Ear, Nose & Throat Problems   

• Sprains & Fractures   

• Infections   

• Eye Symptoms 

• Cold/Flu Symptoms   

• & More

Walk-in services are available for adult and pediatric patients.  
Both existing MKMG patients and new patients are welcome.

For more information call  844-484-6564 
or visit mkmg.com

By Dr. Stuart Zweibel 
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ExaminEr mEdia Classifieds 052615
adoption
Pregnant: Considering Adoption-  
Childless, married couple are ready to 
open our hearts and home.  Promise love, 
security & opportunity. Financial help for 
your pregnancy. Nick & Gloria 855-385-
5549

auctions
SULLIVAN COUNTY REAL PROPER-
TY TAX FORECLOSURE AUCTION- 
350+/- Properties June10+11 @10AM. 
Held at "The Sullivan" Route 17 Exit:109. 
800-243-0061 AAR Inc. & HAR Inc. Free 
brochure: www.NYSAuctions.com

City of North Tonawanda - Tax Fore-
closure Auction. Saturday, June 6, 2015 
†Registration: 9:00AM Bring ID Auction 
Start: 10:00AM Stephen Sikora Post #1322 
950 Payne Avenue, North Tonawanda, NY 
14120 Sale Catalogs Now Available at City 
Hall www.auctionsinternational.com† 
800-536-1401

auto donations
HELP US HELP YOUR NEIGHBORS!
Do you have an old or unneeded CAR or 
TRUCK sitting in your driveway or ga-
rage? Consider donating it to Yorktown 
Love in Action. We are a non-profit 501(c)
(3) tax deductible organization that helps 
local residents in need. Whether the ve-
hicle is running or not we will pick it up 
just Call: 914-490-3966

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

carEEr opportunitiEs
POST 9/11 G.I. BILL - VETERANS if 
eligible; Tractor Trailer Training, paid 
tuition, fees & housing. National Trac-
tor Trailer School, Liverpool/Buffalo, NY 
(branch) Job placement assistance! Con-
sumer Information @ ntts.edu/programs/
disclosures *1-800-243-9300 ntts.edu/vet-
erans

EvEnts
Rinaldi Flea Markets Open Every Sun-
day through October. 900 Dutchess Turn-
pike Poughkeepsie. See you there! RIN-
ALDIFLEAMARKETS.COM

HElp WantEd
ANIMAL CARE TECHNICIAN – 
TEMPORARY TO POSSIBLE HIRE 
OPPORTUNITIES We are looking to fill 

Animal Care Technicians for Regeneron 
in Tarrytown, NY. This person will pro-
vide husbandry duties including, but not 
limited to feeding, watering, cage chang-
ing, and health checking of animals on 
a daily basis. Responsibilities: Performs 
daily observations to check animals health 
status, environmental monitoring with as-
sociated documentation, changing and 
cleaning cages, equipment, water bottles, 
and food, packing and housing animals 
upon arrival, janitorial maintenance of 
facility rooms and stocking of supplies, 
responsible for preventative maintenance 
of animal facility equipment and supplies, 
and sanitization of equipment and the fa-
cility. This position requires a High School 
Diploma, GED or equivalent technical 
certificate. 1 year of experience in animal 
care is preferred for this position. This 
position requires Weekend and Holiday 
work. For immediate consideration, call 
210-262-8077 or email resume to Adri-
ana.monacocosta@regeneron.com

NYS Licensed Security guards needed 
for retail site in Somers and Vails Gate, 
NY.  Friday, Saturday and Sunday, 9 AM 
to 9PM. Looking for mature, responsible 
individuals. Should live in surrounding 
areas. Other work may become available if 
desired. Must have car and driver’s license. 
Please call 1-800-544-3949 to schedule 
an interview.  Starting at $10.00 per 
hour.

SUMMER WORk.  Must be at least 18-
40.  Physically fit and willing to work hard.  
McAvey Moving in Thornwood is looking 
for responsible individuals for household 
moving and packing. Please call 914-747-
1533 if interested.

ATTEND AVIATION COLLEGE Get 
FAA approved Aviation Maintenance 
training. Financial aid for qualified stu-
dents. Job placement assistance. Call AIM 
for free information 866-296-7093

in HomE pEt sittinG
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Catering to 
the most discerning dog owners in West-
chester. Our home will be their home. 24/7 
one on one love. Boarding, daycare, walks 
& transportation services available. Book 
a reservation at info@pleasantpawsinn.
com or 914-773-2020 or 914-906-8414. 9 
Hobby St., Pleasantville.

land For salE
UPSTATE NY LAND LIQUIDATION! 
Foreclosures, Short Sales, Abandoned 
Farms, Country Estate Liquidations. 
Country Tracts avg. over 10 acres from 
$12,900 Waterfront, streams, ponds, 
views, farmhouses! Terms avail! Call:  
888-905-8847 NOW! NewYorkLandan-

dLakes.com

lEGal noticEs
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 
Village Treasurer of the Village of Pleas-
antville has received the Tax Roll and 
Warrant for the collection of taxes for 
the fiscal year 2015-2016.  Payments will 
be accepted in the Finance Department 
on the Third Floor of Village Hall, 80 
Wheeler Avenue, in said Village from 8:30 
a.m. until 4:00 p.m. excluding Saturdays, 
Sundays, and holidays as follows: Taxes 
and other assessments, if any, become due 
and payable June 1, 2015, but may be paid 
in two installments without penalty.  The 
first installment may be paid without pen-
alty from June 1, 2015 to and including 
July 1, 2015.  The second installment may 
be paid without penalty from June 1, 2015 
to and including December 31, 2015.  To 
all first installment taxes remaining un-
paid after July 1, 2015, five percent (5%) 
will be added for the month of July, and 
an additional one percent (1%) for each 
month or fraction thereof until paid.  To 
all second installment taxes remaining 
unpaid after December 31, 2015, five per-
cent (5%) will be added for the month of 
January, and an additional one percent 
(1%) for each month or fraction thereof 
until paid.  On or before February 1, 2016 
a delinquent list will be published.

Mary Schwartz
Village Treasurer

Dated: May 19, 2015

PUBLIC HEARING
The Board of Trustees of the Village of 
Pleasantville will hold a Public Hearing 
on Monday, June 8, 2015, 8:00pm, pre-
vailing time, 80 Wheeler Avenue, Pleas-
antville, New York to hear comments as it 
pertains to a Local Law amending Chap-
ter 173, Vehicles & Traffic, Section 173-
57 “Stop Intersections” as follows: ADD 
STOP SIGN ON Country Club Lane 
DIRECTION OF TRAVEL East AT IN-
TERSECTION of Broadway (Route 141)

Judith Weintraub
Village Clerk, Village of Pleasantville,

Westchester County, New York

PUBLIC HEARING
The Board of Trustees of the Village of 
Pleasantville will hold a Public Hearing 
on Monday, June 8, 2015, 8:00pm, pre-
vailing time, 80 Wheeler Avenue, Pleas-
antville, New York to hear comments as it 
pertains to a Local Law amending Chap-
ter 173, Vehicles & Traffic, Section 173-
66, Schedule XVIII: “Time Limit Park-
ing”, Tompkins Avenue (Holy Innocents) 
Parking Lot as follows: Tompkins Avenue 
Parking Lot, North & East, 1 hr.; 8:00am 
to 6:30pm/All Except Saturday, Sunday 

& Holidays, Designated spaces at north 
& east side of lot. ADD Holy Innocents 
Parking Lot, North & East, 1 hr. Parking 
8:00am to 6:30pm Monday through Fri-
day, Designated spaces at north & east 
side of lot 1 hr. Parking 8:00am to 3:30pm, 
Saturday & Sunday, No parking 3:30pm to 
5:30pm, Saturday & Sunday.

Judith Weintraub
Village Clerk, Village of Pleasantville,

Westchester County, New York 

misc For salE
kILL STINk BUGS! Harris Stink Bug 
Spray. Indoor/ Outdoor,  Odorless. Non-
Staining. Effective results begin after spray 
dries. Available: Hardware Stores, The 
Home Depot, homedepot.com

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

vacation rEntals
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open 
daily. Holiday Resort Services. 1-800-
638-2102. Online reservations: www.holi-
dayoc.com

WantEd
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT
914-654-1683 

CASH for Coins! Buying Gold & Silver. 
Also Stamps, Paper Money, Comics, En-
tire Collections, Estates. Travel to your 
home. Call Marc in NY: 1-800-959-3419

$WANTED$ COMIC BOOkS Pre-
1975: Original art & movie memorabilia, 
sports, non-sports cards, ESPECIALLY 
1960’s Collector/Investor, paying cash! 
Call WILL: 800-242-6130 buying@get-
cashforcomics.com (your northern region 
only please)

To Place a Classified Ad 
call 914-864-0878

or e-mail classifieds
@theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm for  

the next week’s publication
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The Katonah Art Center (KAC), which 
has raised more than $2,000 toward 
relief for Nepal earthquake victims, will 
continue the effort in June with the Art 
for Nepal Earthquake Relief Exhibit at the 
center’s Anderson Chase Gallery and the 
KAC Mandala Project, a free collaborative 
effort open to community participation. 

KAC has a longstanding connection to 
Nepal through Liana Chase, whose mother, 
Loren Anderson, founded the art center 18 
years ago and worked as a pottery assistant, 
assistant and instructor for many years.

Chase, a graduate of John Jay High 

School and Dartmouth College, is an 
anthropologist who first traveled to Nepal 
in 2008 and later returned in 2011-12 as a 
Fulbright scholar in Nepal working with 
Bhutanese refugees. 

She has maintained close ties with the 
country and contributed to other Nepal-
based projects throughout her graduate 
studies at McGill University.

The art center’s other connection to 
Nepal is through Larry Frank, an artist, 
KAC instructor and director of its new 
exhibition space, the Anderson Chase 
Gallery. Frank has been a resident artist 

at several locations in Asia, has traveled 
extensively in Nepal and has a wide 
network of Nepali friends, many of whom 
have been affected by the earthquake.

Upon learning of the devastation, 
Chase sent a letter to the KAC community 
asking for donations. The donations 
were collected through a nonprofit 
organization, Educating Nepal. Chase 
chose Educating Nepal, based in the 
Sindhupalchowk District, because as a 
local organization donations go directly to 
helping the Nepalese people working on 
the frontlines of the disaster. The area also 
faced floods and landslides last year, which 
saw significant loss of life. 

Sindhupalchowk has been devastated 
by the recent earthquakes. Chase’s 
connections have reported to her that most 
houses have been destroyed and survivors 
are in need of medical assistance. Hundreds 
of children are starving without a roof over 
their head. There is no electricity lights, 
inadequate clothing and landslides have 
blocked access to the village. 

Most of the relief campaigns have been 
concentrated in the Kathmandu Valley, 
and villagers in Sindhupalchowk are now 
dying after having survived the earthquake.

KAC’s Anderson Chase Gallery, will be 
holding the show featuring photographs 
and paintings of Nepal and work created 
by Nepali artists and artisans. Frank will 
curate the exhibit. 

The Art for Nepal Earthquake Relief 
exhibit and the Mandala Project will open 
on Saturday, June 13  from 3:30 to 5:30 
p.m. with a reception featuring a sampling 

of Nepali food, donated by Gyaljen Nuru 
Sherpa, owner of Jewel of Himalaya 
restaurant in Yorktown Heights, and an 
update by Frank on the relief efforts in 
Nepal. The exhibit will run through June 
28.

The KAC Mandala Project is a 
collaborative art project, which will 
coincide with the exhibit. Community 
members are invited to visit, learn and try 
their hand at the ancient art of Buddhist 
Mandala sand painting. Older children, 
teens and adults can try traditional sand 
painting tools called Chak pur and spend 
time working on the Mandala Project. 
Younger children will have their own sand 
painting station and can create individual 
Mandalas to bring home.

The art exhibit and the KAC Mandala 
Project will be open Monday through 
Friday from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Saturdays 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. for the duration of the 
exhibit. Donations and all proceeds from 
sales will go to Educating Nepal. You may 
also donate directly to Educating Nepal 
through www.gofundme.com/999Nepal.

By Isabella Fitzgerald
The sun shined bright on Pleasantville 

High School last Thursday to celebrate its 
second annual Upstander’s Day. 

The event, held outside on the front circle 
during the lunch periods and organized 
by students in the school’s Human Rights 
Action Committee, advocated for its Too 
Hungry To Learn campaign and collected 
various goods for hungry and needy 
children. 

“Sixteen million children go hungry 
every single year. When you go hungry, 
you don’t come to school with proper 
nutrition and you do worse in school,” said 
Rikki Saperstein, teacher coordinator of the 
Human Rights Action Committee. “We 
don’t think any child should go through that. 
Every child deserves a proper education.”

Saperstein said it was decided that each 
grade would be responsible for bringing in 
different items for the campaign. Freshmen 
brought in lunch boxes, sophomores 
contributed non-perishable snack foods, 
juniors provided drinks and seniors brought 
in extra school supplies. 

Pleasantville High School students have 
been attending the Holocaust and Human 
Rights Education Center’s Conference 
for Students the past three years. In 2014, 
students Asma Alirahi, Colleen Kelley, 
Kevin Stockel and Cali Bronkema were so 
inspired by the conference that they wanted 
to share what they learned with the school. 

As a result, last year Upstander’s Week was 
created, where students advocate for a social 
issue. That was followed by Upstander’s Day, 
a day of fun at school while still advocating 
for that issue. 

Alirahi, a senior, worked tirelessly with 
classmates to make sure Upstander’s Week 
would make a difference. 

“We felt strongly that Pleasantville High 
School students can help the surrounding 
communities and the rest of the world,” 
Alirahi said. “We started Upstander’s 
Week because we had the responsibility 
to help those in need and we felt the need 
to share that responsibility with the rest of 
Pleasantville.”  

The students organized a food drive, 
which raised more than 80 pounds of food 

and was donated to the Mount Kisco Food 
Pantry.

Upstander’s Day is now a highly 
anticipated event at the school. Students 
enjoyed activities such as sidewalk chalk, 
Cornhole and a fortune teller and bands 
provided musical entertainment. They also 
enjoyed complementary refreshments in 
exchange for filling out a survey on child 
hunger. 

Sophomore Aedan Roney said that 
Upstander’s Day not only brings awareness 
to social injustices but unifies the student 
body. 

“There’s a lot of interactive [activities]. 
There are also a lot of things for the students 
to do together,” Roney said. “This crosses all 
social barriers. Who can’t have fun today?” 

The Human Rights Action Committee 
also created #UpstandersDayPHS, which 
can be used on social media sites by students 
to spread awareness of child hunger. 

Pleasantville High School Principal 
Joseph Palumbo said he was impressed with 
the event. 

“I like the extent to which students take 
leadership roles…It takes a lot of courage 
to be an up-stander, and not only make 
treating people well a priority of your own, 
but to finding appropriate ways to get 
involved when you see injustice happening 
that might not directly impact you but has 
an impact on our overall school climate, 
which certainly has an indirect impact,” 
Palumbo said. 

Upstanding P’ville HS Students Help 
the Hungry During Special Week 

Katonah Art Center Exhibit to Benefit Nepal Earthquake Victims

ISABELLA FITZGERALD PHOTO
Left to right, sophomores Joe Trudo, Aedan 
Roney, Michael Bloom and Jack Geier provide 
some of  the musical entertainment last Thursday 
during Pleasantville High School’s second annual 
Upstander’s Day.

By Rebecca Schelling
What would you do if you had 909 empty 

Poland Spring water bottles, 20 planet-
loving teenagers and one open weekend at 
the Chappaqua Farmers Market?

For a group of Chappaqua high school 
students, these are the ingredients for a 
chance to do something inspiring.

On May 30, Horace Greeley High 
School’s environmental club Students and 
Teachers for Our Planet (S.T.O.P.) will be 
hosting its first-ever Water Exposition. 
With water shortages becoming a more 
pressing issue in regions around the globe, 
S.T.O.P. members are taking steps to 
educate the Chappaqua community about 
water usage and pollution. Central to the 
event is a shocking statistic: 120 gallons 
of water are used every day in the average 
American household.

While a surprising fact, it is hard to 
visualize 120 gallons of water. That is 
why S.T.O.P. plans to adopt a “Show, Not 
Tell’ strategy for the expo. At the event, 
909 Poland Spring water bottles--the 
equivalent of 120 gallons--will be taped 
together and stacked in a large display. 
The sheer size of the structure will impact 
any person attending the famers market. 

More information about water usage will 
be available in a pamphlet handed out by 
S.T.O.P. members to interested passersby.

But the club doesn’t stop there. As a 
family-friendly event, the Water Expo will 
also feature an educational game. Children 
will have the opportunity to catch plastic 
fish in a kiddy pool and learn about the 
effect of pollution on seabirds, dolphins, 
porpoises and other sea mammals. Playing 
the game may come with a prize--perhaps 
a sticker!

While the Water Exposition is on 
Saturday from 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at the 
Chappaqua train station, the water bottle 
display will be up from Thursday, May 28 
until Friday, June 5. Chappaqua residents 
are encouraged to visit the display even if 
they cannot attend the farmers market on 
May 30.

“The event will help us teach kids the 
importance of using reusable bottles,” said 
sophomore Stephie Shen, a member of 
S.T.O.P. “We have so much that we can try 
to save.”

Rebecca Schelling is a sophomore at 
Horace Greeley High School in Chappaqua 
and a member of the school’s environmental 
group Students and Teachers for Our Planet.

Greeley Environmental Club to Hold 
Water Expo This Saturday

An upcoming exhibit at the Katonah Art Center 
will raise money for earthquake victims in Nepal.
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Tuesday, May 26
Blood Drive. Pleasantville High School 

and the Pleasantville Volunteer Ambulance 
Corps are again teaming up to sponsor this 
all-day blood drive. Whole blood and red 
cell units will be collected from qualifying 
candidates. All donors are welcome 
regardless of town of residence. Volunteers 
needed. Walk-ins accepted. Pleasantville 
High School, 60 Romer Ave., Pleasantville. 
Until 9 p.m. Info: 914-747-2408 or e-mail 
angela.usobiaga@verizon.net. For online 
registration: Visit http://nybloodcenter.
org/donate-blood/

Italian Language and Culture With 
Mara De Matteo. Born and raised in Italy, 
De Matteo combines lively conversation 
with grammatical instruction in her 
classes, creating interactive lessons on 
the richness of Italian culture, past and 
present, through real-life anecdotes, 
literature, personal memoirs, films and 
photography. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd East, Armonk. 6:30 
p.m. Free. Every Tuesday. Info: 914-273-
3887.

Wednesday, May 27
Master Networker Meeting. Join this 

high-energy interactive membership 
network of learning-based, service-
oriented entrepreneurs and business 
leaders. Come be a guest any Wednesday 
to learn more about this world-class 
business training and referral program. 
Mount Kisco Coach Diner, 252 E. Main 
St., Mount. 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. RSVP suggested. Info and 
RSVP: Contact Julie Genovesi at 303-929-
7203 or e-mail julie@eurobella.net or just 
drop in. 

Zumba Fitness. Achieve long-term 
benefits while having a blast in one 
exciting hour of calorie-burning, body-
energizing, awe-inspiring movements 
meant to engage and captivate for life. For 
all fitness levels. Dance Emotions, 75 S. 
Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. Every Monday 
and Wednesday at 9 a.m. and Saturdays at 
10 a.m. Drop in or weekly discount rates 
available. Info: Contact Peggy at 914 960-
4097.

Pound Fitness Program. A 45-minute 
full-body cardio and stress relief jam 
session, fusing Pilates, cardio, plyometrics, 
isometric movements and poses. Using 
lightly weighted drumsticks called Ripstix™ 
and combining constant simulated 
drumming resulting in working the entire 
body. Dance Emotions, 75 S. Greeley 
Ave., Chappaqua. 10:15 a.m. $20. Every 
Wednesday. Info: Contact Peggy at 914 
960-4097.

Mommy Meet Up. Whether it’s your 
first child or your fifth, this program 
is a great way to get out of the house, 
meet new friends and enjoy time with 
your baby. For newborns birth to eight 

months old and their moms. Romperee 
Indoor Playground at World Cup Nursery 
School & Kindergarten 160 Hunts Lane, 
Chappaqua, 10:15 to 11 a.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday (except holidays) through 
June. Info: Contact Kim Bremer at 914-
238-9267 ext. 20.

Senior Benefits Information Center. 
Counselors offer older adults one-on-
one counseling covering a broad range 
of topics including Medicare health and 
prescription plans, food stamps, HEAP, 
EPIC, weatherization, minor home repair 
and tax relief programs. Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 Main St., Mount 
Kisco. 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. Info: 914-231-3260.

Support Group for Alzheimer’s 
Caregivers. Temple Shaaray Tefila and 
Westchester Jewish Community Services 
have scheduled this forum to provide 
a place for caregivers to discuss their 
feelings, share their experiences and 
support one another. A specialist from 
the Alzheimer’s Association will lead the 
group and provide educational materials 
and information. All welcome. Temple 
Shaaray Tefila’s Youth Lounge, 89 Baldwin 
Rd., Baldwin Corners. 11 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. Free. Meets the second and fourth 
Wednesday of each month. Registration 
required. Info and registration: Contact 
the Alzheimer’s Association at 800-272-
3900 or visit www.alz.org/hudsonvalley.

Chair Yoga. Experience greater 
flexibility, cardiovascular endurance, 
improved balance, strengthening and 
toning of muscles, better digestion, stress 
reduction, mental clarity, improved 
breathing, relaxation and an overall sense 
of well-being. Led by Alka Kaminer. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 1 p.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday in May. Info: 914-273-3887.

Knitting Club. Come learn to knit, or if 
you already know how, bring your current 
project and enjoy a visit with other knitters 
and crocheters. Beginners should bring a 
pair off size 8 or 10 straight knitting needles 
and skein or worsted weight yarn. Open to 
knitters and crocheters 10 years old and 
up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. 
Main St., Mount Kisco. 4 to 5:30 p.m. Free. 
Every Wednesday. Info: 914-666-8041.

Wednesday Night Bingo. Regular 
bingo tickets and specials available for sale. 
Includes coffee, tea and hot chocolate. Hot 
dogs and soda for sale. Holy Rosary School, 
180 Bradhurst Ave., Hawthorne. Doors 
open at 6 p.m. Games start at 7:20 p.m. $2 
(for one card). Extra game cards may be 
purchased for $2 or $3 each along with a 
few specialty games. Every Wednesday.

Thursday, May 28
Let Your Yoga Dance Classes. The 

popular Kripalu noon dance class is now 
in Chappaqua! Combines easy dance, 

gentle yoga and great music. Come join 
this noncompetitive, heart pumping and 
joyful experience. Drop-ins welcome. 
Dance Emotions, 75 S. Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua.10 a.m. $20 per 75-minute 
class. Every Tuesday and Thursday. Info: 
914-238-8974 or email claudiayogadance@
gmail.com.

Vitality Day. In recognition of 
Older Americans Month, this day-long 
celebration recognizes the contributions 
seniors have made during their lifetimes. 
Workshops will cover frauds and scams 
perpetrated against seniors; home-based 
management of chronic conditions; home 
safety; community resources for seniors; 
and more. Participants can interact with 
representatives from various community 
organizations Includes a light lunch. The 
James House at Phelps Memorial Hospital, 
701 N. Broadway, Sleepy Hollow. 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Free. Registration required. Info and 
registration: 914-366-3937.

Story Time Playgroup. Join Miss Debbie 
for a story, music and playtime with toys 
and books in this new program. Children 
and a parent or caregiver can spend special 
time together and make new friends. For 
children six months to four years old. 
Mount Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford 
Rd., Pleasantville. 1:45 to 2:30 p.m. Free. 
Every Thursday. Info: 914-769-0548 or visit 
www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Read to Rover. Dogs love listening to 
stories. Come meet Rover and read your 
favorite story. For children five years old 
and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 
E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. 
Every Thursday. Info: 914-864-0130 or 
visit www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Zumba Fitness Class. Addie-Tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza (lower level), Pleasantville. 7 to 8 
p.m. $15 a class. $29 for four classes. $55 
for eight classes. Meets every Thursday. 
Also Saturdays from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. Info: 
917-215-1720, e-mail AddietudeDance@
gmail.com or visit www.Addie-tude.com. 

Friday, May 29
Conservation Cafe: Greening Our 

Parks. Learn about initiatives that parks, 
regionally and nationally, have taken 
on to address sustainability in our open 
spaces. A panel discussion and question-
and-answer session will follow a formal 
presentation. Greenburgh Public Library, 
300 Tarrytown Rd., Elmsford. 8:45 to 10:30 
a.m. Free. Pre-registration suggested. 
Info and pre-registration: https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/greening-our-parks-
conservation-cafe-tickets-16870981560

Legal Information Day. An attorney 
from Legal Services of the Hudson Valley 
will be available to meet one on one with 
anyone facing civil legal issues. Mount 
Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main St., 
Mount Kisco. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Free. Meets 

the last Friday of each month. Info: 914-
666-8041.

Saturday, May 30
Pleasantville Farmers Market Opening 

Day. Come experience the largest farmers 
market in Westchester, the one voted 
Best of Westchester 2014 by the readers 
of Westchester Magazine for its 18th 
outdoor season. With over 55 vendors, 
seven nearby parking lots and creative 
weekly programming, it’s a delicious good 
time every Saturday. This week will feature 
the American roots rock band The Good 
Morning Nags, plus the Katonah Museum 
of Art will run the kids event. Memorial 
Plaza, Pleasantville. 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Info: Visit pleasantvillefarmersmarket.org.

Chappaqua Farmers Market. Brining 
locally-raised and produced food to the 
community in a weekly market, creating 
a connection between shoppers and 
small-scale food producers in the region. 
Featuring about 40 vendors weekly. 
Also includes music, children’s activities 
and a food demonstration. Chappaqua 
train station, Chappaqua. 8:30 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Every Saturday. Info: Visit www.
chappaquafarmersmarket.org.

Mount Kisco Farmers Market. St. 
Mark’s Church, 85 Main St., Mount Kisco. 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Info: Visit https://www.
facebook.com/MtKiscoFarmersMarket.

Tai Chi With Larry Attile. Learn 
specific feldenkrais and chi kung breathing 
techniques for deep relaxation and apply 
them to tai chi movement. A hands-on class 
that is geared to the level of experience of 
the class. Please wear comfortable clothes 
and bring a floor mat or towel. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 10:30 a.m. Free. Info: 
914-273-3887.

Wolves of North America. Learn about 
the mythology, biology and ecology of wolf 
families and discover why spring is a special 
time for packs in North America. Visit 
ambassador wolves Atka, Alawa, Nikai 
and Zephyr and the critically endangered 
red wolves and Mexican gray wolves. Wolf 
Conservation Center, South Salem. 11 a.m. 
Adults: $13. Children (under 12): $11. Pre-
registration required. Also May 25 and 
30. Info and pre-registration: Visit www.
nywolf.org.

Adult Salsa Class. Addie-Tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza (lower level), Pleasantville. 11 a.m. 
to noon. Free. $12. Every Saturday. Also 
Mondays from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Info: 917-
215-1720 or visit www.addie-tude.com.

Teaching Trails: A Community Path for 
Environmental Education. Join guided 
trail experience through the woodland 
forest. Discover who left that track, which 
tree makes the best animal home or which 
plant makes its own heat to help melt 

continued on page 26

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Martin Wilbur at mwilbur@theexaminernews.com.com.
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By Jerry Eimbinder
Eleven burgers appear on the menu 

at The Prime, An American Grille in 
Hastings-on-Hudson, plus dishes ranging 
from traditional pub fare to an eight-
ounce filet mignon with onion rings and 
peppercorn sauce ($32). 

“The Rockefeller Center is our best-
selling burger — an old favorite enjoying 
new popularity,” said Mike DiMiceli who 
opened the restaurant in November 2013 
with his brother, John. 

Burgers cost the same at lunch or dinner 
and are accompanied by lettuce, tomato, 
raw onion and shoestring fries. The 
choices:

1. Rockefeller Center: Bacon and Swiss 
cheese ($12.50).

2. 5 East 51st Street: Beef ($9.95) or with 
cheese ($10.95).

3. Empire State: Chili and cheddar 
cheese ($12.95).

4. St. Patrick’s: Avocado and blue cheese 
($12.95).

5. Radio City: Mushrooms, Swiss cheese 
and caramelized onions ($11.95).

6. Little Italy: Marinara sauce and 
mozzarella cheese ($11.95).

7. 645 Fifth Avenue: Veggie burger 
($9.95).

8. Grand Central: Turkey burger ($9.95).
9. 520 Madison: Gorgonzola cheese and 

bacon ($12.95).
10. N.Y. Pretzel: Spicy horseradish, hot 

mustard, pretzel bun ($10.95).
11. The Prime: Ten-ounce beef burger 

with lettuce, tomato, onions, pickles
and house-made sweet pepper relish 

($15.95).
Non-menu specials are offered on 

weekends only. 
“The most popular of the specials is 

angel hair pasta with shrimp, followed by 
prime rib and meatloaf,” said DiMiceli, 
an Ardsley resident, while John lives in 
Thornwood. 

The names of their burgers make sense 
when you consider that the brothers 
were the proprietors of The Primeburger, 
a Manhattan institution that closed in 
2012 when the building in which it was 
located was sold. The Primeburger was on 
East 51st Street across the street from St. 
Patrick’s Cathedral. It was recognized by 
the James Beard Foundation in 2004 as an 
American Classic Restaurant.

Tony DiMiceli, the brothers’ dad, bought 
The Primeburger in 1976 and re-tained 
its name. Later, his sons took over the 
business.

During the years that the family 
operated The Primeburger, alcohol was 
never served out of respect for the world-
famous church. The Prime, however, has a 
full-service bar.

Sandwiches and wraps cost from $7.95 to 
$12.95, and are also the same price whether 
for lunch or dinner. They are served with a 

choice of French fries or salad. The slider 
choices are beef with cheddar cheese; 
pulled pork; chicken with pepper jack 
cheese; and Philly cheese. Three sliders are 
$9.95 and wings cost $9.95 for a serving of 
10 or $16.95 for 20.

Salads range from $4.95 for a house 
salad to $13.95 for a buffalo chicken salad 
with crumbled blue cheese, Romaine 

lettuce and ranch dressing. The list 
includes Caesar, Hastings Cobb, beet and 
goat cheese.

Starters include fish tacos, chicken 
tenders, mozzarella sticks, spinach and 
artichoke dip, nachos, calamari, chili, mac 
and cheese and soup.

Rib-eye steak was recently added to the 
entrée list, which also includes New York 

strip and hanger steaks, chicken, salmon, 
crab cakes and pasta.

Saturday and Sunday brunch has omelets 
from $9.95; French toast with bacon ($8.95); 
Belgian waffles with chicken ($10.95); 
pancakes ($8.50); Eggs Benedict ($9.95); 
a Maryland crab cake sandwich ($10.95); 
bagel with cream cheese and lox ($12.95); 
and hanger steak and eggs ($14.95). 

During brunch, two hours of unlimited 
Mimosas, Bellinis or Bloody Marys are 
available for $15.

The Prime can seat 80 patrons in the 
dining area. It has 30 additional seats in the 
bar and 25 on the front patio outside when 
weather permits.

It is open seven days a week. Lunch 
is served Monday through Saturday 
beginning at 11 a.m.; dinner from 5 to 10 
p.m. Weekend brunch is available from 
11:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The bar closes on 
Monday through Saturday at 2 a.m. and at 
midnight on Sunday.

Live entertainment is usually offered on 
Friday and Saturday evenings. A schedule 
of performers appears on the restaurant’s 
Facebook page.

The Prime can accommodate private 
parties of up to 100 people and offers 
catering services.  

The Prime, An American Grille is located 
at 19 Main St., Hastings-on-Hudson. For 
more information, call 914-478-1147 or 
visit www.theprimeamericangrille.com.

What’s Popular at the Black Cat Cafe in Irvington?
By Jerry Eimbinder

Looking for a cappuccino, a smoothie, 
a snack or something more filling? No 
problem.

A friendly, cozy place sure to delight 
for light and adventurous eating is the 
Black Cat Café in Irvington. Proprietor 
Emily Feliciano’s menu, displayed on 
a blackboard, has lots of imaginative 
dishes and intriguing beverages to satisfy 
everyone’s taste buds. 

A popular breakfast pairing is bacon, 
egg and cheese on a toasted croissant with 
a mocha smoothie, made with a double 
shot of espresso, Ghirardelli chocolate 
syrup, banana, milk and ice. It costs 
$12.50.

Another popular breakfast choice is 
the Country Omelet — Black Forest ham, 
Vermont cheddar cheese and home fries 
all inside plus toast -- priced at $9.50. 
There’s also the French Toast with house 
vanilla extract and genuine Vermont 
maple syrup, the Breakfast Burrito 
($8.80) and the Kid’s Scramble (two eggs 
and toast) for $6.90.

The most ordered item on the lunch 
menu, Feliciano said, is a chipotle chicken 
wrap with salad or chips ($9.80). Other 
top sellers are a raw veggie wrap with 

homemade hummus and tahini ($9.20) 
and a veggie burger with salad or chips 
($10.10).

The summer juice most in demand 
is the Hydrating Green — apples, cu-
cumber, celery and pineapple and lemon.  

For the fitness-minded, Feliciano 
recommends the Fruitopia Smoothie and 
the Method Juice (especially for drinking 
after a workout). The deep-green juice 
is named after the local Method fitness 
studio.

The Fruitopia Smoothie is a blend of 
mango, banana, strawberries, organic 
yogurt and ice. The Method Juice mixes 
grapefruit juice, basil, kale and baby 
spinach with strawberries and ice.

Juices come in three sizes: small ($6), 
medium ($6.50) and large ($7). Smoothies 
also come in small ($5.50), medium ($6) 
and large ($6.50).

Other beverages offered include 
espresso-based drinks, hot chocolate, chai 
latte and fresh brewed hot and iced tea.

An all-day music festival featuring 
James Wilson and Friends is scheduled 
for Saturday, June 6.

The Black Cat Café is open from 7 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. Monday through Thursday; 7 
a.m. to 8 p.m. Friday and Saturday; and 

from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. on Sunday.
This friendly neighborhood gathering 

place is located at 45 Main St. in Ir-
vington. Call 914-231-9060 or visit www.
blackcatchef.com for more information.

JERRY EIMBINDER PHOTO
Method Juice at the Black Cat Cafe in Irvington.

JERRY EIMBINDER PHOTO
Above: 11 sumptuous burgers and many other 
favorites are available at The Prime, An American 
Grille in Hastings-on-Hudson.

Left: There is live entertainment on most Friday 
and Saturday evenings at The Prime.

Burgers ‘The Prime’ Attraction at Hastings-on-Hudson Restaurant
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through the late winter ice. Program runs 
about 30 minutes. Greenburgh Nature 
Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 11:30 
a.m. Free. Every Saturday and Sunday 
(except June 14). Info: 914-723-3470 or 
visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Pound Fitness Program. A 45-minute 
full-body cardio and stress relief jam 
session, fusing Pilates, cardio, plyometrics, 
isometric movements and poses. Using 
lightly weighted drumsticks called Ripstix™ 
and combining constant simulated 
drumming resulting in working the entire 
body. TADA Theatre And Dance Arts, 
131 Bedford Rd., Katonah. 11:45 a.m. $20. 
Every Saturday; also Wednesdays at 7:30 
p.m. Info: Contact Peggy at 914 960-4097.

Asian-American Heritage Festival. 
Featuring dancing and live music, Asian 
arts and cultural exhibits and ethnic 
foods from the Japanese, Chinese, 
Korean, Filipino, Indonesian, Malaysian 
and Burmese cultures. Also will include 
children’s games and activities and 
health screenings. Kensico Dam Plaza, 
Valhalla. 12 to 6 p.m. Free. Rain or shine 
Info: 914-864-PARK or visit www.parks.
westchestergov.com.

Meet the Animals. Join the herd as a 
naturalist presents an informative program 
that allows you to get up close and hands-
on with some of the nature center’s live 
animals. Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 
Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 1 p.m. Members: 
$5 per person. Non-members: $8 per 
person. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Saving a Species. Learn what it takes 
to help save a species from the brink 
of extinction. Guests will get an inside 
look at the process of matching potential 
breeders, what criteria must be met to 
recommend wolves for release into the 
wild, the husbandry challenge of caring 
for animals are rarely seen and how it feels 
to help Mexican gray wolves resume their 
rightful place in the wild. Guests will visit 
the ambassador wolves and the critically 
endangered red wolves and Mexican gray 
wolves. Wolf Conservation Center, South 
Salem. 2 p.m. Adults: $13. Children (under 
12): $11. Pre-registration required. Info and 
pre-registration: Visit www.nywolf.org.

Opening Reception for “Art for the 
Man Cave.” Local photographer Elisabeth 
Pollaert Smith presents a collection 
of photographs of “masculine” items, 
including commuter trains, vintage 
planes, classic cars, cigars, guitars, sailing, 
boxing, tennis, showgirls, soothing scenes, 
dramatic landscapes and beer. Meet and 
talk with the photographer. Refreshments 
served. Mamaroneck Artists Guild, 126 
Larchmont Ave., Larchmont. 4 to 6 p.m. 
Free. Exhibit continues through June 
20. Gallery hours are Tuesday through 
Saturday 12 to 5 p.m. Info: 914-834-1117 
or visit www.mamaroneckartistsguild.

com.
Evening Howl for Pups of All Ages. 

Enjoy visiting the wolves during their 
favorite hour--dusk. Learn about the 
mythology, biology and ecology of wolf 
families and discover why spring is a 
magical time for packs in North America. 
Guests will take a short sunset hike to 
howl with ambassador wolves Atka, 
Alawa, Nikai and Zephyr and the critically 
endangered red wolves and Mexican 
wolves. Weather appropriate treats will 
be served. Please bring flashlights. Wolf 
Conservation Center, South Salem. 7 p.m. 
Adults: $16. Children (under 12): $13. 
Pre-registration required. Info and pre-
registration: Visit www.nywolf.org.

“Daniel.” Taconic Opera will 
be performing the world premiere 
performance and professional recording 
of this oratorio. Based on the story of the 
prophet being sent to the den of lions, 
featuring the soloists, opera chorus and full 
orchestra of the Taconic Opera. Ossining 
United Methodist Church, 1 Emwilton 
Place (corner of Route 9), Ossining. 7:30 
p.m. $27. Seniors: $20. Students: $15. Info 
and tickets: 855-866-7372 or visit www.
taconicopera.org. Tickets may also be 
purchased at the door.

Sunday, May 31
Pack Chat for Kids. An introduction to 

wolves for families with young children. 
Kids will learn about the mythology 
surrounding wolves and the important 
role they play in the natural world. 
Guests will visit ambassador wolves 
Atka, Alawa, Nikai and Zephyr  and the 
critically endangered red wolves and 
Mexican gray wolves.  Bring a camera. 
Wolf Conservation Center, South Salem. 
11 a.m. Adults: $13. Children (under 12): 
$11. Pre-registration required. Info and 
pre-registration: Visit www.nywolf.org.

Albanian-American Heritage 
Festival. Featuring dancing and live 
music, arts, dance cultural exhibits,  
ethnic foods and beverages and sports 
activities, including soccer, volleyball 
and a chess tournament are scheduled to 
take place.  Authentic Albanian cuisine 
and beverages will be sold. Kensico Dam 
Plaza, Valhalla/ 12 to 7 p.m. Free. Rain or 
shine Info: 914-864-PARK or visit www.
parks.westchestergov.com.

Wild Mosaics. Make your own wild 
mosaic using natural materials. Let 
nature be your guide and see what type 
of masterpiece you are inspired to create. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 1 p.m. Members: $5 per 
person. Non-members: $8 per person. 
Info: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Learn and Play Mah Jongg. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 1 p.m. Free. Every 
Sunday in May. Info: 914-273-3887.

Car Wash Fundraiser. The Rosenthal 
JCC Youth Leadership Council is 
sponsoring a car wash to benefit The 
Summer Smiles Scholarship Foundation. 
The foundation awards camp scholarships 
to children who would otherwise be 
unable to attend camp. Rosenthal JCC, 
600 Bear Ridge Rd., Pleasantville. 2 to 4 
p.m. $10 per car. Info: Contact Jennifer 
Pergament at jennifer@rosenthaljcc.org.

“Daniel.” Taconic Opera will 
be performing the world premiere 
performance and professional recording 
of this oratorio. Based on the story of the 
prophet being sent to the den of lions, 
featuring the soloists, opera chorus and 
full orchestra of the Taconic Opera. 
White Plains Presbyterian Church, 39 
N. Broadway, White Plains. 3 p.m. $27. 
Seniors: $20. Students: $15. Info and 
tickets: 855-866-7372 or visit www.
taconicopera.org. Tickets may also be 
purchased at the door.

Monday, June 1
Knitting Group. Hats for our 

servicemen and women overseas and 
other ongoing projects for care centers 
and hospitals. Clinton Street Center, 1A 
Clinton St., Pleasantville. 9:30 to 11:30 
a.m. Free. Every Monday. Info: 914-769-
2021.

Wild Encounters Story Time. Nature 
discovery for youngsters. Enjoy a nature-
themed story and discover the wonders 
of nature while exploring fields, forests 
or landscaped grounds. Dress for outdoor 
activity. Except in extreme weather 
conditions, a portion of each class is 
spent outdoors. For children three to 
five years old; with a parent or caregiver. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 1 to 2 p.m. Members: $9 
per child. Non-member: $12 per child. 
Every Monday. Info: 914-723-3470 or 
visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.  

Zumba Class. Open to all. Drop-ins 
welcome; no membership needed. PFX, 
101 Castleton St., Pleasantville. 6:30 to 
7:30 p.m. $10 a class. Every Monday. Info: 
Contact Amy Olin at olin.amyj@gmail.
com.

Telephone Support Group for Women 
With Metastatic Breast Cancer. This 
new Support Connection group offers 
the opportunity to share information 
and experiences with women across the 
country who are living with breast cancer. 
Share information and experiences. 
Confidentially discuss concerns and gain 
support from others who understand 
from the comfort of home.  Open to 
women nationwide living with recurrent, 
advanced stage or metastatic breast 
cancer. 7 p.m. Free. Meets the first 
Monday of every month. Pre-registration 
required. Info and pre-registration: 
Contact Support Connection at 914-962-
6402 or 800-532-4290.

Wednesday, June 3
Breast, Ovarian and Gynecological 

Cancer Support Group. Northern 
Westchester Hospital at Chappaqua 
Crossing, 480 Bedford Rd., Chappaqua. 
7 p.m. Free. Meets the first Wednesday of 
every month. Registration required. Info 
and registration: 914-962-6402 or 800-532-
4290.

Thursday, June 4
Smart Seniors. Protect yourself from 

scams and frauds that target older adults. 
Learn the warning signs and how and 
where to seek help if you are a victim. The 
presentation will be led by Gary Brown, 
statewide elder abuse coordinator for the 
state attorney general’s office. Clinton 
Street Center, 1A Clinton St., Pleasantville. 
6 to 8 p.m. Free. RSVP appreciated. 
Info and RSVP: 914-769-2021 or e-mail 
clintonstreetcenter@gmail.com.

Friday, June 5
The Armonk Players’ “Time Stands 

Still.” This play by Pulitzer Prize winner 
Donald Margulies is the story of James 
and Sarah, a journalist and a photographer, 
who share a passion for documenting the 
realities of war. But when injuries force 
them to return home to New York, the 
adventurous couple confronts the prospect 
of a more conventional life. Directed by Pia 
Haas. Whippoorwill Hall, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 8 p.m. $20. Students (18 
and under): $10. Also June 6, 11, 12 and 
13 at 8 p.m. and June 7 at 4 p.m. Info and 
tickets: Visit www.armonkplayers.org.

Saturday June 6
Gan Shabbat. A monthly program of 

children’s Sabbath services for nursery 
school-age students and their families 
featuring an interactive introduction to 
Shabbat songs, stories and prayers. A kid-
friendly Kiddush of refreshments follows 
each service. Bet Torah, 60 Smith Ave., 
Mount Kisco. 10:30 a.m. Free. Info: 914-
666-7595.

78th Annual Strawberry Festival. 
Music, food and fun for everyone. Vendors 
will be selling handmade crafts and booths, 
face painting, magic tricks, and bouncy 
castles are some of the activities to delight 
children. There will also be attic treasures, 
a room full of great bargains on household 
items and jewelry. Episcopal Church of 
St. Mary the Virgin, 191 S. Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Info: Visit 
www.smtv.org.

Don’t Bug Me. Explore the fascinating 
world of insects. Get as close as you dare as 
a naturalist introduces some of our six- and 
eight-legged friends. For children four years 
old and up. Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 
Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 1 p.m. Members: 
$5 per person. Non-members: $8 per 
person. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

continued from page 24
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What are 
Americans 
drinking? 
How much 
are Americans 
drinking?

These are subjects 
I’ve explored 
on numerous 
occasions with 
readers. And 

each year the dynamics change. As the 
availability of international wines increases 
in the United States, and as Americans’ 
palates and wallets expand, the breadth 
and depth of wine sales has steadily 
evolved over the last 10-plus years.

What has become evident is that we 
have gained international prominence in 
the international wine market. To wit:
• American consumers can now lay claim 

to the highest overall wine consumption 
in the world. 

• We consume more wine than ever, 13 
bottles per year. That’s more than one 
glass every week per every man, woman 
and child.

• Our 21st century palates now dictate 
the style of wine being produced, here 
in the United States and in the premier 
wine regions of the world, including 
Bordeaux, Burgundy, Piedmont and 
Tuscany.
Industry surveys track what American 

consumers are purchasing for home 
consumption: big, fruit-forward wines 
with mild tannins and moderate acidity.

Very few surveys track our purchasing 
habits away from home. Are we enjoying 
the same wines in restaurants? Do we 
differentiate when we dine out? 

Anecdotal information would indicate 
that we do. Outside our homes, we tend 
to be more adventurous, 
taking risks we otherwise 
would avoid. This creates an 
anomaly of sorts, which I 
never understood. Why take 
a chance on an unknown 
wine, recommended by 
an unknown sommelier? 
However, this is precisely 
what is occurring  in many American 
restaurants today.

Or so it seems. 
While a good number of us are willing 

to consider a restaurant experience as a lab 
experiment, most stick to a comfort zone 
honed from past restaurant experiences. 
And we compartmentalize. 

With the rise of multicultural menus at 
restaurants, where ingredients dictate the 
offerings, not ethnicity, the wine selection 
rules are without borders. Eclectic 
rules; obscure reigns supreme. The new 
generation of sommeliers has partnered 
with executive chefs to compose wine lists 
that explore new possibilities in pairing 

food and wine. 
These young, highly trained “somms” 

are just as anxious to explore the nooks 
and crannies of wine regions as diners are 
to engage them as virtual tour guides in 
search of their next favorite wine.

An annual survey of the top 50 wines 
sold at restaurants in the fourth quarter of 
2014 is revealing. Wine & Spirits magazine 

recently polled 242 Zagat-
rated restaurants in the 
United States for their 10 
best-selling wines.

Herewith, several 
highlights from the Wine & 
Spirits 26th  annual survey:
• The top wine 10 years 
ago garnered 19.3 percent 

of all votes. This year, a different wine 
won top honors with only 7.8 percent of 
all votes. The obvious implication is that 
diners are ordering greater numbers of 
wines than ever before. Diversity is the 
new dining mindset.

• A new trend is to enjoy champagne 
with dinner. And different styles of 
champagne with each course, from 
lighter to more robust, from sweeter to 
drier, from creamier texture to acidic 
mouth-feel.

• Fully 80 percent of the top 50 restaurant 
wines are produced in America. Across 
the full spectrum of the hundreds 
of wines ordered, 46 percent were 

American,  22 percent French and 18 
percent Italian. 

• The most popular grapes were Cabernet 
Sauvignon (16.6 percent of all wines 
ordered, an increase from 2010), Pinot 
Noir (14.5 percent, similar to 2010) 
and Chardonnay (11.4 percent, down 
significantly from 2010).

• The Top 10 selling wines were:
1. Jordan Vineyard & Winery
2. Stag’s Leap Wine Cellars
3. Sonoma-Cutrer Vineyards
4. Duckhorn Vineyards
5. Cakebread Cellars
6. Caymus Vineyards
7. Silver Oak Wine Cellars
8. Kistler Vineyards
9. Veuve Clicquot
10. Chateau Ste. Michelle
Are you at the vanguard of today’s wine 

scene? As a consumer in the wine capital 
of the world, trust your globally-trained 
palate. Be adventurous as you search for 
your next favorite wine, be it at a wine shop 
or restaurant.

Nick Antonaccio is a 35 year Pleasantville 
resident. For over 15 years he has conducted 
wine tastings and lectures. He also offers 
personalized wine tastings and wine 
travel services. Nick’s credo: continuous 
experimenting results in instinctive behavior. 
You can reach him at nantonaccio@
theexaminernews.com or on Twitter @
sharingwine.

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

The Predictable Yet Nuanced American Wine Palate
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