
By Janine Bowen
Justice is bittersweet for three victims of 

an alleged scam executed by the owner of 
Elegance II Consignment Shop, following 
a New Castle Town Court decision last 
Thursday night. 

Owner Julia Faotto moved Elegance 
II, which was located on South Greeley 
Avenue in Chappaqua, to Pleasantville 
earlier this year, but the shop never 
officially reopened, leaving multiple 
victims without their items and money. 

Since Faotto, who has not responded 
to e-mails or phone calls since February, 
did not appear in court, the three victims 
accepted default judgments and were 
awarded the full sum of their claims. 

Under the law, Faotto has 30 days to 
contest the ruling.

Despite judgments in their favor, the 
three victims have no confidence that 
they will ever receive their money or be 
able to retrieve their belongings. Under 
the ruling, the plaintiffs are responsible 
for enforcing the judgment themselves, 
meaning that if Faotto isn’t found, it 
is unlikely they will be able to receive 
payment from her. 

The women can file the judgments 
with the county clerk’s office and a lien 
could be placed against the shop, said 
Town Justice Douglas Kraus, who granted 
the judgments. In addition, the county 
sheriff can garnish any accounts found in 
Faotto’s name and go after any property 
she may own. 

Kraus said that the victims could have 
opted for a month-long adjournment, 

By Janine Bowen
Pleasantville School District officials 

have awarded three of four capital projects 
bids, while a final decision on artificial 
turf remains unresolved.

John D’Angelo, the district’s architect, 
said seven bids were received that 
matched the specifications for new 
artificial turf fields at all three schools. The 
bids included various types of infill for 
the playing surfaces at Pleasantville High 
School and Pleasantville Middle School, 
including EPDM rubber, organic infill 
and polymer-coated sand in addition to 
the standard crumb rubber. 

A group of district parents have been 
adamantly opposed to the latter option, 
citing health concerns because the 
material may contain carbon black and 

other carcinogens. 
Board of Education President Shane 

McGaffey said the EPDM infill and the 
polymer-coated sand are cost prohibitive, 

By Janine Bowen and Martin Wilbur
Less than 24 hours after Hillary Clinton 

announced her candidacy for president 
next year, residents of her adopted home 
community of Chappaqua had nothing 
but good things to say about the decision. 

On Monday, some called Clinton’s 
choice to once again make a bid for the 
White House “a great idea.” With the 
election still just over a year-and-half 
away, many are already hoping to see her 
become the nation’s next commander-in-
chief.

“I think everybody is very excited about 
it for sure,” said Marilyn D’Amico, an 
employee at Great Stuff on South Greeley 
Avenue.

D’Amico, along with her colleague 
Karen Rouchou, agreed that with the 
long campaign Clinton likely won’t 
be around town nearly as much. But 
Rouchou felt that if Clinton is successful, 
it will help make the hamlet an even more 

recognizable place since it would be the 
only town that a current and former 
president would call home. 

Rouchou noted that the Clintons are a 
staple in the community. She sees former 
President Bill Clinton every Saturday 
at Starbucks across the street from her 
shop. While they haven’t had as many 
encounters with Hillary Clinton, they 
theorized that her duties as secretary of 
state likely kept her busy. 

 “She did have other things to do than 
morning coffee runs,” said D’Amico. 

Clinton made her announcement 
Sunday in a smartly packaged two-
minute, 18-second video.

“I’m getting ready to do something, 
too,” Clinton began. “I’m running for 
president.”

She also emphasized that she wants to 
be the “champion” of average citizens “so 
you can do more than just get by.” 

Resident Sean Bell has seen Clinton in 

the local shops, and noted that a portion of 
her presidential announcement video was 
filmed down the street from his house. He 
believes that she has had a positive impact 
on Chappaqua and will bring those same 
qualities to the White House to help the 
country at large.

“I think she’s been great for the local 
community,” said Bell.

Thomas Condon noted that when 
the Clintons initially moved to town, it 
brought added attention to the area. He 
remembered hearing that the couple had 
a hand in helping to hire extra police. If 
Clinton makes it to the White House, it 
could mean only good news for New 
Castle, Condon said.

Some residents have had the 
opportunity to meet the Chappaqua 
Democrat, who previously ran for 
president in 2008 but was outfinished by 
Barack Obama in the primaries. Peggy 
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Hillary Clinton, seen here at last year’s New 
Castle’s Memorial Day parade, has plenty of  fans 
in her and Bill Clinton’s adopted home town.
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No decision was made last week by the 
Pleasantville Board of  Education regarding which 
materials to use in the district’s athletic field 
surface replacement. That matter is expected to 
be resolved this week.
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part of the village as long as the agreed 
upon conditions are met. 

“It can be anywhere in the village,” 
Dwyer said. “Commercial area, 
residential area, industrial area provided 
that these underlying conditions are 
met.”

One major change Benchmark has 
made from the design presented more 
than two months ago is the location of 
the facility’s entrance point. The updated 
version has the entrance on Bedford 
Road rather than using Maple Hill Road 
with vehicles cutting through the church 
lot. The latter proposal drew the ire of 
Maple Hill Road residents during an 
informational meeting on the proposal 
in late November.

Scherer said he was happy that 
Benchmark is adjusting its plans after 
hearing the neighbors’ concerns. Close 
to a dozen neighbors attended last 
week’s meeting, with four residents 
speaking following the presentation 
by Benchmark’s representatives. The 
residents were generally skeptical about 
the proposal regarding issues such 
as potential noise, the use and mass 
of the 24,000-square-foot building, 
environmental impacts and the amount 

of buffer between the structure and rest 
of the neighborhood.

“I am certainly pleased thus far with 
the responsiveness of Benchmark in 
terms of the documents they have 
provided that I think will give everyone a 
chance to take a look at it,” Scherer said. 
“But there is a lot to be said down the 
road.”

One of the neighbors who spoke at the 
meeting, Daniel Blaney, said afterward 
that while it was encouraging Benchmark 
addressed the potential traffic problem 
on the residential street, he still has other 
concerns. Blaney questioned whether 
the jobs generated by the facility would 
be for village residents. Also, he was 
concerned if Pleasantville, which relies 
on volunteers for its ambulance and 
fire services, can handle the four-story 
building Benchmark is proposing.

Blaney said he was concerned with 
the property value of the houses in 
the neighborhood if Benchmark does 
develop there.

The board approved motions declaring 
itself lead agency and to refer the 
application to the planning commission.

what Madonna was hoping to do with 
the property, including providing sewers 
for the immediate neighbors, but needed 
to iron out the critical issues that have 
been raised. She said the board wanted 
the project to succeed if it were to move 
forward and that means putting in the time 
to whittle its size to an appropriate level 
before significant money is spent.

“But the density of the project, hearing 
from the town board, they’re feeling like it’s 
a little bit out of the scope of what they’re 
willing to accept,” DiDonato-Roth said.

No alternate number of units was 
mentioned by board members or Director 
of Planning Adam  Kaufman.

In addition to density and traffic issues, 
some residents at previous forums have 
expressed concern that the mass of the 
buildings would appear to be too great. The 
units would be contained in three separate 
structures, although total footprint would 
not exceed that of six private homes, 
Madonna said. Furthermore, the buildings’ 
height would not exceed a house that is 
currently on the grounds that is slated to 
be removed and trees would be planted for 
additional screening.

A date for the work session was not 
announced last week.

New Castle’s Beginnings--Our 
Founding Farms will trace the town’s 
origins from Native American lands 
through the farms of the 19th century, 
to the large estates and housing 
developments that turned New Castle 
into the community we know today. A 
focus on several local farms and their 
products will be featured–Sutton Farm, 
Dodge Farm, Brann Farm, Taylor and 
Annandale Farms, and of course, the 
Greeley Farm.

There will be interactive aspects to this 
exhibit plus a seminar series featuring 
speakers from local farms operating 
today.

Join an opening reception to be held 
on Sunday, March 3 from 3 to 5 p.m. The 
exhibit will run through the year at the 
New Castle Historical Society, 100 King 
St. in  Chappaqua. Hours are Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday from 
1 to 4 p.m. or by appointment at 914-238-
4666.
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By Neal Rentz
Mount Pleasant School District officials 

sat down with the Mount Pleasant Town 
Board last week to discuss the fallout of 
the second failed capital projects bond 
and how both entities could share sports 
facilities more effectively.

Joining the town board at the one-
hour Apr. 7 joint work session were 
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Susan 
Guiney, school board President James 
Grieco, and trustees Laurie Donato and 
Vincent D’Ambroso. 

“We were very, very disappointed,” 
Guiney said of the referendum defeats 
on March 24 and last Nov. 15. 

The bonds were turned down 
convincingly by voters despite efforts 
by the district to provide information to 
residents through mailings and public 
meetings. Having a quality school 
district is important to the entire town, 
Guiney said. 

“We want people to move to Mount 
Pleasant,” she said.

Grieco said a certain portion of the 
electorate will never support higher 
school taxes, but he was particularly 
disappointed at the turnout. Only 
about one-quarter of the roughly 8,000 
eligible school district residents cast 
votes. Among the nonvoters were many 
parents whose elementary-school-age 
children will eventually move on to 

the secondary-level schools, the two 
facilities that would have seen the bulk 
of the work, Grieco said.

He also said he was disappointed that 
the PTAs and other school committees 
did not make a greater effort to get out 
the vote. 

Donato said that before serving on 
the school board, she and other district 
residents participated in a door-to-
door campaign to turn out the vote 
on the successful elementary schools 
referendum. Similar efforts failed to 

materialize on the two recent bond 
defeats, she said. 

Supervisor Carl Fulgenzi said he felt 
the major reason for the back-to-back 
bond defeats was that many residents are 
still struggling economically. 

The other major topic discussed last 
week focused on allowing town and 
local sports leagues to more frequently 
use school district fields and gyms. 
Councilman Mark Rubeo and other 
town board members said they hoped 
for better cooperation with the district to 
allow its athletic facilities to be used by 

the town’s summer day camp and men’s 
basketball league, among other activities. 
The basketball league was unable to use 
the Westlake High School gym this 
winter because of expansion of district 
programs for students that increased the 
demand for the facility, Grieco said.

Rubeo, commissioner of the Mount 
Pleasant American Youth Soccer 
Organization, said he has reached 
out to the district to ask about using 
the district’s fields, but his calls have 
often gone unanswered. The district’s 
representatives said they would strive to 
improve communication.  

The district also wants to expand 
opportunities for residents, particularly 
intergenerational programs where 
students interact with senior citizens, 
Guiney said.

Rubeo added that the district should 
be proud of the educational programs 
being provided to local youths, many of 
whom have been accepted to outstanding 
colleges. 

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
Representatives of  the Mount Pleasant School District were invited to the Mount Pleasant Town Board 
work session Apr. 7.

Mt. Pleasant Officials Discuss Bond Defeats at Joint Meeting
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Klinger stated that she has met Clinton 
while shopping and had the opportunity 
to speak with her on one occasion. 

“She’s very personable and down to 
earth, easy to talk to. I think she’s great,” 
said Klinger. 

Of course, for close to 15 years, New 
Castle has been used to having a former 
president living in town. Now having 
a presidential candidate along with a 
former chief executive is an honor, said 

town Supervisor Robert Greenstein.
He said he “was humbled” when 

Hillary Clinton swore him in as 
supervisor in January 2014. At the time 
he said he would happily return the 
favor by attending her inauguration as 
president.

“We have a lot of famous people who 
live in town. But (the Clintons) aren’t just 
residents, they’re out there,” Greenstein 
said. “They’re really contributing to the 
community.”

Even a prominent Westchester 
Republican, County Executive Rob 
Astorino, had only good things to say 
about Clinton’s announcement.

“Westchester is proud to have 
Secretary Clinton as a leading candidate 
for president,” Astorino said. “Mrs. 
Clinton and I may come from different 
political parties, but I admire her service 
and we have always enjoyed a friendly 
rapport. I wish her the absolute best in 
the Democratic primary.”  

During more than an hour of speaking 
with residents, The Examiner received 
nothing but glowing comments regarding 
Clinton’s decision. Even those who don’t 
call the area home were supportive of 
having another Clinton as president.

A couple visiting from Arizona who 
declined to give their names, stated that 
they give “two thumbs up for Hillary” 
and hope to see her victorious in 
November 2016.

Chappaqua Thrilled With Hillary’s Presidential Bid
continued from page 1

Celebrates its

The Mount Kisco Medical Group 
(MKMG) is pleased to announce the 
grand opening of its new urgent care 
facility located at 360 N. Bedford Rd. 
in Mount Kisco. 

The new site, which opened on Apr. 
6, will be the group’s seventh urgent 
care facility, offering walk-in services 
for adult and pediatric patients. 
Existing MKMG patients and new 
patients are welcome. The office is 
open seven days a week from 8 a.m. 
to 7:45 p.m. with no appointment 
necessary.

It provides medical care for 
acute illness or injury that requires 
immediate care but is not serious 
enough for a trip to the emergency 

room. Patients experiencing cold or 
flu symptoms, ear, nose and throat 
problems, eye symptoms, infections, 
sprains and fractures and more can 
now visit with no appointment any 
day of the week. 

“We are pleased to now offer urgent 
care services in Mount Kisco, which 
enables us to better meet the needs of 
our local community,” said Dr. Scott 
D. Hayworth, MKMG president and 
CEO. “Our new urgent care facility 
provides the community with easy 
access to the quality clinical services 
MKMG is renowned for.”

For more information, call 844-
484-6564 or visit www.mkmg.com/
urgentcare.

Mt. Kisco Medical Group Opens New Urgent Care Facility

The new urgent care facility of  the Mount Kisco Medical Group opened last Monday on North 
Bedford Road in Mount Kisco. It is the group’s seventh urgent care location.
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By Martin Wilbur
North Castle officials tabled a 

request last week to refer a revised age-
restricted development proposal to 
the planning board because they had 
significant reservations about the reduced 
condominium taxation and the larger 
project.

Developer Frank Madonna, who had 
been granted a zoning change about a year 
ago to allow him to build a 14-unit project 
consisting of 12 townhouses and two 
affordable units, returned before the town 
board on Apr. 8 in hopes of advancing the 
proposal for amended zoning to construct 
22 condominiums.

In exchange for the increased density, 
Madonna said the setback from Old 
Mount Kisco Road would be increased to 
50 feet, which would allow for additional 
screening, and he would extend Sewer 
District #2 for all residents on the street. 
He would also agree to relinquish his 
development rights on another two-acre 
parcel that he owns across Old Mount 
Kisco Road to maintain that as open space.

The current 14-unit proposal provides 
setback of between 13 and 20 feet and 
sewers for eight parcels, about half the 
number of property owners on the street.

Madonna and attorney Kory Salomone 
contended that the reconfigured proposal 
is a better project because it would be more 
effectively screened from the neighbors.

“We think we’ve come up with a better 
layout here,” Salomone said.

Another significant change in the revised 
plan would have the 22 units housed in one 
structure with about 37,000 square feet of 
floor space as opposed to the 14 units in 
several structures totaling about 32,000 
square feet.

In the condominium plan, there would 
be 20 two-bedroom market rate units 
between 1,500 and 1,700 square feet and 
selling in the $700,000 price range. The 
project’s two affordable units, also with two 
bedrooms, would be between 800 and 900 
square feet, Madonna said. The townhouse 
units would sell for about $1 million.

“There’s a lot of beautiful buildings in 
this town. I think this will be one of the 
nicest,” Madonna said of the updated 
proposal.

The developer said tax revenue generated 
by the current 14-unit townhouse proposal 
would be $220,000 to $225,000 a year while 
he projects $170,000 to $180,000 in annual 
taxes with the condominium plan.

Town board members said they were 
hesitant to make a decision without more 
analysis. A big consideration is the lower 
taxation rate for condos, which is roughly 
half that of similarly valued single-family 
houses. They also voiced concern about 
the size of the one building.

“This is a very big decision,” said 
Councilwoman Barbara DiGiacinto. “I’m 

one vote but I’m not comfortable tonight 
referring this to the planning board.”

“I like the previous project because it 
was fee simple and that was one of the 
selling points when you pitched it to us,”  
Supervisor Michael Schiliro told Madonna. 
“It’s full taxation, very little or no impact 
on the schools and the density was right. 
On this one, I have concern about the 
taxation and the size of the building and 
the density.”

Planning Director Adam Kaufman said 
the revised plan provides “a better sense of 
place,” but a key issue is whether Madonna 
would be able to effectively mitigate the 
impacts.

A couple of Old Mount Kisco Road 
residents also weighed in on the proposal 

last week. Resident Christine Eggleton 
said she wasn’t a supporter of either plan 
but the new proposal is something that 
belongs downtown, not surrounded by 
other homes.

“I like the (increased) setback, but what 
you have to get in exchange for the setback 
is this huge building and it really feels like 
a downtown kind of building,” Eggleton 
said.

Another resident, Craig Usted, agreed 
the building is huge, but said the greater 
setback is an advantage that the townhouse 
proposal doesn’t have.

The town board took no action on the 
requested planning board referral. No 
estimate was given for when the item may 
be discussed again.

No. Castle Tables Referral on Old Mount Kisco Rd. Project Change

The North Castle Town Board will wait to decide whether to grant developer Frank Madonna’s request to 
revise his age-restricted project on Old Mount Kisco Road.
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during which time they could have hired 
a processor in hopes of finding Faotto. 

One of the plaintiffs, Lynn Kohn, said 
they declined that option because they 
did not believe Faotto would be found. 

Kohn was awarded $750 for three pairs 
of shoes that she brought to Elegance II 
in December. She went to the Chappaqua 
shop one day after the date set by Faotto 
to collect her money or reclaim the shoes, 
only to find the store had closed. Kohn 
said e-mails sent to Faotto were never 
answered. 

Connecticut resident Emma Patterson 
was awarded $995 for a leather and fur coat 
that she brought to the Chappaqua shop 
last September. In December, Patterson 
returned to the shop to learn that the item 
had sold, but when she asked Faotto for 
the money, the owner began taking phone 
calls and acted as though she was too busy 
to write a check, Patterson said. 

Additional attempts to collect the 
money were made, said Patterson, but 
each time Faotto never showed up. 

Patterson explained that when she 
decided to sell her coat, she asked her 
daughter to do a Google search for 
consignment shops. Although there 
were two that were closer to her home, 
Patterson chose to use the Chappaqua 
shop because she has a friend in town 
and figured the trip would give them the 
chance to have lunch together. 

“I went to the wrong consignment 
shop. I’ll chalk it up to a loss at the casino,” 
Patterson said of the experience. 

Alexis Cambareri received the 
maximum $3,000 judgment allowed 
in small claims court. According to 
Cambareri, last September she brought 
in a white Chanel bag and was issued a 
check for $987.50 for the sale of the item. 
She went to cash it at Wells Fargo Bank, 
where Faotto had a checking account, but 
was told that the transaction could not be 
completed because there were insufficient 
funds in the account. 

She made several other attempts to cash 
the check, but was told each time that it 
couldn’t be done.

“She had done this to me before with 
bounced checks but she always gave me 
the money so I wasn’t worried,” Cambareri 
told Kraus. 

Around the same time, Cambareri said 
she also gave Faotto a black Chanel bag as 
well as a brown Shearling coat to sell. She 
said she has text messages showing that 
Faotto claimed to have sold the black bag 
for $2,000, a lower amount than what was 
initially agreed on. 

The two women had agreed to meet 
in Pleasantville on Feb. 17 to settle the 
matter, but Cambareri said Faotto failed 
to show. 

Cambareri said she can see the Shearling 
coat, valued at about $400, through the 

window of the closed Pleasantville shop 
at 484 Bedford Rd. Although New Castle 
police are aware of the situation, she has 
not reached out to Pleasantville police 
about the matter. 

Kraus said he may be able to sign an 
order saying that the coat needs to be 
returned. It’s possible that police in both 
municipalities may be able to help get the 
coat returned, he said.

“We just have to kind of wait and see 
what the police say,” Cambareri said after 
Thursday’s court hearing.

Pleasantville Detective Morgan Cole-
Hatchard said police would be unable to 
enter the shop to retrieve the coat or any 
other items without a warrant. She also 
said that Pleasantville police have only 
one complaint against Elegance II, filed 
by a woman who charged that she made 
a deal with Faotto to have 12 items sold, 

valued at a combined $2,000, but was 
never paid despite multiple attempts to 
contact Faotto via e-mail and Facebook. 

Since the transaction occurred in 
Chappaqua, as did all others previously 
reported by the victims, Cole-Hatchard 
explained that the Pleasantville Police 
Department does not have jurisdiction 
over the case, but would assist New Castle 
if asked. 

Kraus said if Faotto is failing to pay 
rent and the landlord initiates eviction 
proceedings, he can sign an order 
entitling the women to their belongings 
in the shop once the space reverts to the 
owner. 

William Barish, the owner of the 
Pleasantville building where the 
unopened Elegance II sits, said Faotto 
has failed to pay rent in several months. 
However, if police determine that Faotto’s 
actions constitute a crime, the items in the 
shop could be held as evidence. 

The judgment is valid for 20 years and 
accrues a 9 percent annual interest rate 
from the time it is issued until the matter 
is settled. In addition, if Faotto is still in 
the country, Kraus said that courts in 
other states will enforce the judgment in 
New Castle.

“If no property can be found in the 
jurisdiction, it can be hard,” said Kraus. 
“It’s small consolation, but it’s the best we 
can do.” 

Three Victims Awarded Judgments in Consignment Shop Scam
continued from page 1
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By Martin Wilbur
Reconfiguration of traffic around the 

triangle in downtown  Chappaqua and 
converting lower King Street into a two-
way street were two of the major proposals 
discussed in depth last week by New Castle 
officials.

The town board met for about two 
hours on Apr. 7 with representatives from 
WSP Sells of Briarcliff Manor, the town’s 
engineering consultant that has been 
examining improvements for Chappaqua’s 
downtown business district.

While short- and long-term measures 
had been raised last month, two of the 
most intriguing proposals centered around 
potential long-term traffic circulation 
enhancements.

Bernard Kalus, WSP’s executive 
vice president of transportation and 
infrastructure, said that the town could 
consider “a triangular roundabout,” 
where two lanes of traffic heading into the 
downtown over the Quaker Street bridge 
would veer off to the right while two lanes 
traffic would leave downtown on the other 
side of the span.

The two lanes exiting downtown would 
have to merge since there are only three 
lanes over the bridge, Kalus said. However, 
left turns onto South Greeley Avenue would 
be allowed coming into downtown and a 
left turn would be permitted off of South 
Greeley to leave town.

Currently, there is one lane of traffic 

going in each direction coming off of and 
going onto each side of the bridge around 
the triangle.

The proposal would require state 
Department of Transportation (DOT) and 
county approval, Kalus said.

New Castle Director of Planning Sabrina 
Charney-Hull said careful consideration 
must be completed before any change can 
be initiated. The proposed change was not 
part of the original scope of downtown 
work, she said.

“We have to make sure that the analysis of 
it makes sense and really makes a difference 
and makes the situation better than it is 
now,” Charney-Hull said.

At least one board member was 
encouraged by the proposal. Councilwoman 
Lisa Katz said it would make the area less 
confusing for motorists.

“It’s better because now you don’t know 
what to do over there and when to stop and 
when to go,” Katz said. “I think this is a great 
idea.”

Another proposal was to open lower 
King Street to two-way traffic. Kalus said 
that change would be dependent on having 
a traffic signal at the King Street/South 
Greeley Avenue intersection approved. 

Parking would also have to become 
parallel so there is enough room for a lane 
of traffic in each direction. However, that 
would result in a loss of about 10 spaces, 
Kalus said.

Kalus said that the impact on the area for 

drivers and pedestrians is murkier because 
there will be cars that now leave the train 
station area through Washington Avenue 
or Woodburn Avenue that will now shift 
over to King Street. A two-way King Street 
would give motorists three options to leave 
the train station.

“The goal of the project was not only to 
move vehicles but also move people and 
safe operation of pedestrians,” Kalus said.

Supervisor Robert Greenstein said there 
are benefits and drawbacks but he was 
looking to help merchants.

“The main benefit that I saw is right 
now if you want to shop in these stores on 
lower King Street, you essentially have to be 
willing to move through the train station 
and get out,” he said. “Maybe during the day 
it’s not a big deal...but four or five o’clock at 
night, six o’clock at night, you risk getting 
stuck in train traffic, which is not good.”

A short-term improvement that gained 
board consensus was getting rid of the 

right-hand slip land at King Street and 
South Greeley Avenue, installing a four-way 
stop sign and improving striping.

Also discussed last week were 
beautification efforts at the four main South 
Greeley Avenue intersections--Washington 
Avenue, Woodburn Avenue, the triangle 
and King Street--and installing historic 
district lampposts and benches.

The town is also expected to schedule 
extensive sewer and drainage improvements 
downtown next year.

Charney-Hull said the Master Plan and 
Downtown Revitalization committees will 
be asked for input on the proposed changes 
and enhancements.

The area of the triangle and South Greeley Avenue 
where a major traffic change is being examined by 
New Castle officials and their consultants.

New Castle Explores Traffic Reconfiguration for Downtown Chappaqua
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MKMG

Providing the Highest Quality Medical Care For You and Your Family  
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Mount Kisco, NY 10549
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• Ear, Nose & Throat Problems   

• Sprains & Fractures   

• Infections   

• Eye Symptoms 

• Cold/Flu Symptoms   

• & More

Walk-in services are available for adult and pediatric patients.  
Both existing MKMG patients and new patients are welcome.

For more information call  844-484-6564 
or visit mkmg.com
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Precious Pets Event on Tap at D’Errico Jewelers
Join D’Errico Jewelers on Thursday, Apr. 

23 from 6 to 9 p.m. at its Scarsdale store for 
cocktails, hors d’oeuvres and much more for 
the start of a four-day trunk show that will 
continue through Apr. 26.

Your pet will get a free psychic reading 
with your purchase of a Méche charm, the 
world’s leading pet charm manufacturer.

D’Errico will be staging its first pet beauty 
pageant at 8 p.m. The winning dog will 

receive a personalized sterling silver dog 
bone dog tag. 

A percentage of the evening’s sales will 
be donated to the SPCA of Westchester and 
Pets Alive Westchester. 

The store is located at 509 Central Park 
Ave. in Scarsdale. Please stop in and take 
advantage of this opportunity to show off 
your precious pet and get some beautiful 
jewelry as well.

By Martin Wilbur
The North Castle Town Board last 

week appointed Banksville resident 
Sharon Tomback and the North Castle 
Historical Society co-town historians 

filling the void created by the death of 
Doris Finch Watson.

Tomback has been an Elijah Miller 
House Committee member, which 
has been trying to save the 277-year-

old structure on Virginia Road that 
had served as George Washington’s 
headquarters during the Battle of White 
Plains. She had also served on the 
Landmarks Preservation Committee.

“I’m thrilled to be appointed and I’m 
sure the historical society is as well,” she 
said at the board’s Apr. 8 meeting. 

Tomback explained that the practice of 
appointing an organization to serve in the 
historian’s role has precedent. Currently, 
Westchester County’s historian is its 
historical society, a decision that was 
made about 10 or 15 years ago.

By making such an arrangement, 
there are multiple people available to 
help whose interest is to preserve local 
history.

“You get the added benefit of 24 
trustees at the historical society,” 

Tomback said.
Tomback and the historical society 

become North Castle’s third town 
historian. Dick Lander was the original 
historian followed by Watson, who was 
appointed in 1993. She passed away in 
late December.

Other notable appointments made by 
the board last week was ratifying the of 
Library Board of Trustees promotions 
of Edie Martimucci to library director 
and Megan Dean  as assistant library 
director. Both promotions were effective 
as of Apr. 1.

The town board also appointed Larry 
Nokes, Peter Limburg and Zenaida 
Bongaarts to two-year terms on the 
Conservation Board and Norma Hill 
to the Parks and Recreation Advisory 
Board. Hill’s term expires Dec. 31, 2017.

North Castle Makes Appointment to Fill Town Historian Post
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“The place to turn in your time of need!”

Help Wanted
Receptionist / Office Assistant

$13 Per Hour

To Apply please send your resume to  
cjv@eliteperson.com or fax to 973-839-4415

Qualified Candidates will be contacted  
within 24 hours of resume receipt

We are a leading manufacturing company in the Mount Kisco 
area. We have an immediate need for an experienced  

Front Desk Administrative Assistant.
In this role you will be responsible for, among other duties:

Qualified candidates will have at least 2 years  
of office experience,  

their own reliable transportation and be able to pass a  
drug screen and a background check.

Hours are Monday through Thursday 8:00am-5:30pm,  
Friday 8:00am-12:00pm.

• Answer the Phones
• Take Messages
• Receive and direct  
  visitors
• Receive incoming  
  mail and distribute  
  accordingly
• Create Job Folders
• Filing
• Mail Checks to vendors 
  and file paid bills

• Create & Log in Weekly   
  Time Cards
• Reconcile bills & Packing 
  list on a weekly basis
• Assist staff with adminis
  trative duties as requested
• Order Office Supplies
• Assisting with Research
• Organize Office Supplies
• Warehouse assistance 
  when needed

Proposed Mt. Pleasant School Budget 
Carries Tax Hike Under 1%
By Neal Rentz

Mount Pleasant Superintendent of 
Schools Dr. Susan Guiney has proposed a 
$59,092,000 2015-16 budget that includes a 
projected property tax rate increase of 0.95 
percent.

The spending plan will comply with the 
state’s tax cap for the district of 2.76 percent.

“It is essentially a flat budget,” Board of 
Education President James Grieco said at 
the Apr. 8 meeting.

Property taxes on the average home in 
the district assessed at $8,300 would rise 
$92 under the currently proposed spending 
plan.

Last week Guiney spoke about the budget’s 
non-instructional sections. Some of the 
initiatives proposed by the superintendent 
are new boilers at Columbus Elementary 
School and masonry work at Hawthorne 
Elementary School.

Also being sought is funding for a 
building conditions survey. School district 
voters twice defeated major capital projects 
bonds, primarily for infrastructure work at 

the middle and high schools, in November 
and again last month. Guiney said the study 
would recommend capital projects that 
could be funded through the annual budget 
over a five-year period.

The proposed budget would maintain 
current class size guidelines and provide 
for technology purchases through BOCES, 
including smartboards and increased 
bandwidth.

Guiney said the budget would also 
include funding to increase the district’s 
communication through its website and 
social media.

The budget’s instructional portions will 
be discussed at the board’s next meeting 
scheduled for tomorrow (Wednesday) at 
the middle school/high school library at 
7:30 p.m.

The board of education is slated to adopt 
next year’s budget on Apr. 21 and hold a 
public hearing on May 6. Voters will decide 
whether to approve next year’s budget on 
Tuesday, May 19.
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By Janine Bowen
Fond farewells and the welcoming 

of new additions were the focus at the 
Pleasantville Village Board’s annual 
organizational meeting Monday night.

Current and former trustees said 
goodbye and poked fun at Jonathan 
Cunningham, who has retired after 
12 years on the board. In addition to 
his unconventional style and financial 
expertise, Cunningham will likely be 
remembered by his colleagues for having 
food delivered to village board work 
sessions.

Joking that she was concerned about 
how the local economy would fare after 
Cunningham’s retirement, Trustee Mindy 
Berard suggested that the village pass 
a resolution declaring Monday “dinner 
take-out night” in his honor. She also 
presented Cunningham with a gift card for 
one of his favorite establishments, Magic 
Wok Chinese restaurant, while Mayor 
Peter Scherer presented Cunningham 
with an emergency food kit, containing 
local take-out menus and snack items. 

Despite the jokes, Cunningham’s 
contributions to Pleasantville were 
acknowledged and his former colleagues 
agreed that he will be missed.

“You have been a great partner,” Scherer 
said to Cunningham. “We have tangled 
constructively on lots of subjects, we 
have worked cooperatively together on 

many subjects and there has never been 
a meeting when we’re not glad to have 
your insight, your commentary and your 
vision.” 

Former mayor Bernard Gordon 
thanked Cunningham for his “steady 
hand” as well as his “tremendous 
contribution to the village” while former 
trustee Michael Gilfeather, who helped 
recruit Cunningham to run for the board 
in 2003, joked that he never expected 
Cunningham to stay so long. 

“For 12 years, he treated it like his full-
time job,” said Gilfeather. “I know he 
treated his full-time job with a lot of vigor 
and I think the same was the case here, so 
we were very fortunate to have him serve 
us in the village.” 

Cunningham said he believes his 
greatest service during his tenure was 
helping to hire the employees who run the 
village, including Village Administrator 
Patricia Dwyer. Dwyer arrived shortly 
after Cunningham joined the board. 

He praised current board members 
while urging new and younger residents 
to step forward to serve in the future. 
Perhaps most importantly, Cunningham 
said he has enjoyed nearly every minute 
of his service to the community. 

“Twelve years, we’ve had a great run. 
We’ve been through hard times, we’ve 
been through good times,” he said. “We 
got (it) mostly right; I must say that when 

we didn’t, I voted in the minority.”  
As Cunningham said goodbye, new 

Trustee Joseph Stargiotti, who previously 
served on the board from 2006-08, was 
sworn in. In addition, Scherer was sworn 
in for his third term as mayor while 
Trustee Colleen Griffin-Wagner took the 
oath for a second term. 

The village also welcomed a new officer 
to its police department and promoted 
two longtime members of the force. 

Kevin Murphy, a 15-year police veteran, 

was hired for a $76,757 salary. 
“We put our feelers out for some 

people with experience and I think we 
have definitely found the person that 
we needed for Pleasantville,” said Police 
Chief Richard Love. 

In a ceremony attended by more than 
a dozen department members, Officer 
James O’Keefe was promoted to sergeant 
while Sgt. Jesse Wollman was elevated to 
lieutenant. They will earn salaries of about 
$115,000 and $137,000, respectively. 

P’ville Sees Changing of the Guard on Board, New Police Officer

JANINE BOWEN PHOTO
New Pleasantville Police Officer Kevin Murphy is welcomed to the village by officials and department 
brass last week.
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Mount Kisco Police Department

Apr. 4: Report of an assault outside the 
Las Vegas Sports Bar on South Moger 
Avenue at 3:20 a.m. Two male subjects 
were arrested following the altercation. 
A 26-year-old Bedford Hills man was 
charged with third-degree assault, 
fourth-degree criminal possession of a 
weapon and second-degree menacing, 
all Class A misdemeanors. A 40-year-
old Mount Kisco man, who told police 
that the other subject had a knife, was 
charged with third-degree assault. No 
weapon has been located.

Apr. 4: A woman reported at 10:02 
a.m. that she was at the Mount Kisco 
Public Library on Main Street on Apr. 3 
between 12:30 and 3:45 p.m. and that she 
had medication taken from her bag. She 
stated that the only time she left her bag 
unattended was to go to the restroom. 
When she returned and needed to take 
the medication, it was missing. 

Apr. 6: A Manchester Drive resident 
reported at 10:36 a.m. that someone had 
entered their house after hearing the 
door chimes. The resident started to head 
downstairs and saw an unknown male 

subject run out of the house and into the 
nearby woods. Nothing was taken from 
the premises. Officers brought tracking 
dogs but there were no leads.

Apr. 6: A 17-year-old Mount Kisco 
girl stopped at headquarters at 12:36 
p.m. to report that her ex-boyfriend’s 
new girlfriend changed her passwords 
on several of her social media accounts. 
The passwords were apparently obtained 
from the ex-boyfriend. The incident was 
reported as a matter of record.

Apr. 8: Report of a larceny at Northern 
Westchester Hospital at 2:40 a.m. A 
nurse on the third floor reported that her 
cell phone was missing from her purse. 
She stated that she last saw the phone 
at about 10 p.m. the previous date, but 
when she looked for the phone at about 
1:45 a.m., it wasn’t there.

Apr. 8: Report of criminal mischief on 
East Main Street at 10 p.m. Damage was 
discovered on a store’s exterior door. The 
damage was done between 9:15 p.m. last 
night and the store’s opening time this 
morning. There are no leads at this time.

Apr. 10: A 23-year-old Bedford 
woman was arrested at 7:17 p.m. and 
charged with DWI drugs and making an 

unsafe lane change. Police had received a 
call a short time earlier informing them 
of an erratic driver on Kisco Avenue. A 
car fitting the description provided by 
witnesses  was spotted and stopped on 
Kirby Plaza. The woman is due in Mount 
Kisco Village Court on Apr. 16.

Apr. 11: A 24-year-old Purdys man 
was arrested at 1:09 a.m. and charged 
with public urination after relieving 
himself on South Moger Avenue.

Pleasantville Police Department

Apr. 3: A 50-year-old Pleasantville 
woman was arrested at 10:03 p.m. and 
charged with DWI following a traffic 
stop on Country Club Lane.

Apr. 4: Report of a larceny on 
Washington Avenue at 2:51 p.m. A 
Schwinn bicycle was taken from a carport 
sometime the previous overnight.

Apr. 7: A 34-year-old Sleepy Hollow 
woman was arrested at 2:21 p.m. and 
charged with petty larceny for shoplifting 
an undisclosed number of items from 
Key Food on Pleasantville Road.

Apr. 10: Report of a larceny from 
a vehicle that was parked on Romer 

Avenue at 6:57 a.m. Gift cards and cash 
were taken from the car. The owner 
reported that the vehicle wasn’t locked.

North Castle Police Department

Apr. 3: Staff at Equinox gym on 
Business Park Drive reported at 9:47 
a.m. that a member has been injured 
after falling off a spin bike. Armonk Fire 
Department personnel was dispatched.

Apr. 5: The Traffic Management 
Center called headquarters at 10:03 
a.m. to report a 27-year-old man was 
found unconscious at a location on 
Thornewood Road. Officers were 
dispatched and 60 Control was notified.

Apr. 6: Report of a larceny on Labriola 
Court at 1:44 p.m. An employee reported 
that extension cords were taken from the 
loading dock. 

Apr. 6: A truck was reported to have 
gone off the road striking a utility pole 
on Bedford Road at 5:23 p.m. Injuries 
weren’t immediately known. The vehicle 
was  towed by Empire Towing.

Apr. 6: A complainant called 
headquarters at 9:30 p.m. to report 
receiving threatening e-mails and text 
messages from an unknown party. 
The responding officer spoke with 
the individual and secured a witness 
deposition.

Police Blotter

21 West Stevens Ave.
Hawthorne, NY 10532

Ernest J. Carpentieri ~ Douglas A. Daniels

Tel: 914-769-4404
Fax: 914-769-5306
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By Janine Bowen
Sarah Ilany doesn’t let her Type 1 

diabetes hold her back.
Now the 13-year-old Armonk girl 

has been honored for her efforts to raise 
awareness about the disease. 

In February, Ilany, who was diagnosed 
with Type 1 diabetes at 11 years old, 
created an Instagram account entitled 
Blood Sugar Cookies where she shares 
posts that describe the funny, awkward 
and challenging aspects of dealing with 
Type 1 diabetes. 

“It’s almost like a support group,” Ilany 
said. “You can reach out (to) people who 
you probably don’t know and there’s 
international people, so you can ask people 
questions if you don’t know any diabetics 
in person, or just kind of relate about how 
everyday life is affected and also learn 
stuff.”

Ilany said many people don’t fully 
understand the amount of work involved  
managing Type 1 diabetes and often hold 
misconceptions because they are used to 
hearing about the more common Type 2 
version of the disease. 

Unlike Type 2 diabetes, which is usually 
caused by poor diet and often linked to 
obesity, Type 1 diabetes is an autoimmune 
disease that causes the body to attack cells 
that produce insulin. Only about 5 percent 
of the population has Type 1 diabetes. 
There is currently no cure. 

Tracy Joseph, outreach manager for the 
Westchester County chapter of the Juvenile 
Diabetes Research Foundation, said efforts 
such as Ilany’s Instagram account go a long 
way in raising awareness.

“Sarah always kind of had the attitude of 
what am I going to do and what am I going 
to need to do this,” Joseph said. “She started 
her Blood Sugar Cookies, she started a 
walk team, she engaged all her friends and 
her entire school, her community, so it 
really became something of a mission.”

In addition to the social media efforts, 
Ilany has also been active in fundraising for 
Type 1 diabetes research. Her team raised 
$6,000 for the Juvenile Diabetes Research 
Fund walk last year while a bake sale that 
she and her friends held in downtown 
Armonk raised an additional $500. 

For her efforts in fundraising and 
building an online community, Ilany 
was honored by the Westchester County 
Department of Health last Thursday in 
Greenburgh. The H.C. Crittenden Middle 
School seventh-grader received the J.R. 
Tesone Youth Public Health Service Award, 
an honor developed last year in memory of 
the late John Richard Tesone, an Armonk 
resident and former Breezemont Day 
Camp owner.

Ilany was nominated for the award by 
her guidance counselor, Sue Adams, who 
stated in a letter that “Sarah took her 
diagnosis in stride and she handled in the 

initial stages with grace and maturity.”
Ilany explained that she was inspired to 

create the Instagram account after browsing 
through other accounts dedicated to Type 
1 diabetes, but was disappointed in the 
quality of the posts. After a few weeks of 
managing the account, she realized she was 
pretty good at creating posts that others 
could relate to and has seen the account 
grow to more than 2,000 followers.

She created the profile’s name after 
seeing a Before and After puzzle, where two 
words are tied together by a common word 
in the middle, on “Wheel of Fortune.” She 

liked the play on words with blood sugar 
and sugar cookies and went with the title of 
Blood Sugar Cookies after several previous 
title ideas were deemed inappropriate by 
her mother. 

In managing her diabetes, Ilany has had 
to overcome a host of challenges, ranging 
from the humorous time she found a test 
strip stuck in her hair to dealing with 
strangers staring when she must give 
herself an insulin injection in public. 
Despite the day-to-day struggles, Ilany 
lives an active life. She is a certified scuba 
diver and plays modified field hockey and 
tennis. 

“Sarah is certainly Westchester smart for 
what she is doing with Type 1 diabetes and 
the virtual community that she organized 
and leads,” County Executive Rob 
Astorino said during last week’s ceremony 
to recognize Ilany. “She has done a great 
job and it’s [with] that support network…
that you can get through it and learn from 
it and live a healthy, normal life.” 

Also honored at the event was the 
Westchester Library System for its health 
literacy initiatives for older adults. Since 
2010, 10 Westchester libraries have offered 
space where seniors can speak to navigators 
about healthcare issues. The program has 
helped more than 440 people apply for 
healthcare since its inception, according to 
county Commissioner of Health Sherlita 
Amler.

Armonk Girl Overcomes Challenges to Help Type 1 Diabetics

JANINE BOWEN PHOTO
Sarah Ilany, second from left, surrounded by her 
family and Westchester County Executive Rob 
Astorino, was honored last Thursday for her 
fundraising efforts and raising awareness for 
Type 1 diabetes research.

Iona Preparatory School K-12 

DISCOVER & EXPERIENCE IONA PREP...WHERE LEADERS ARE MADE
 (914) 632-0714 • admissions@ionaprep.org • www.IonaPrep.org

Scholar-Athlete Camp Now CO-ED
for 6th & 7th Graders • July 6 - 24

Scholars in the morning.
Athletes in the afternoon.

Happy All Day • Register by May 1

It’s not too late to become a Gael!
Enrolling K-8 at our Lower School.

Welcoming 9-12 at the Upper School.
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By Janine Bowen
The Pleasantville School District hosted 

its final budget presentation last Tuesday 
night, offering concrete numbers after 
weeks of uncertainty surrounding state 
aid figures. 

Assistant Superintendent for Business 
David Quattrocchi said the maximum 
allowable tax levy for 2015-16 will be 
$35,097,170, a 1.87 percent increase over 
the current school year. The district will 
need to use $1.5 million in fund balance, 
$25,000 less than for 2014-15. 

There will be about $6 million in 

state aid to help balance the proposed 
$48,926,573 school budget, a 3.19 percent 
spending increase over the current year. 
District officials did not learn of state aid 
totals until after Gov. Andrew Cuomo and 
the legislature agreed on the new state 
budget Apr. 1. 

Now that state aid totals can be 
accurately computed, the final revenue 
projection is $11,453,623 for next year. 
That includes $202,144 restored from the 
Gap Elimination Adjustment, a program 
introduced in 2010 that took money from 
education aid to help close the state’s 

budget deficit.
Included in the expenditures is the 

$3.5 million bond for capital projects 
that was approved last year, as well as 
$268,000 from the Smart Schools Bond 
Act approved by voters last fall, which 
allocated $2 billion to finance improved 
education technology and infrastructure 
in schools throughout the state. When 
expenses from the Smart Schools Bond 
Act and the capital projects bond are 
eliminated, spending rises 1.43 percent. 

Prior to last week, school officials had 
been preparing for a worst-case state aid 

scenario, anticipating no increase. Board 
of Education President Shane McGaffey 
said the biggest issue with state aid is 
its linkage to the Annual Professional 
Performance Reviews (APPR). Under 
Cuomo’s proposal, standardized tests 
could account for up to half of teachers’ 
APPR scores, while observations 
conducted by independent evaluators 
would account for the remainder. 

Once the state Education Department 
(SED) develops and approves a plan for 
the new system by late June, the district 
will have to negotiate implementation 
with teachers before Nov. 15.

Trustee Larry Boes briefly recused 
himself from the board at last week’s 
meeting to speak as a parent and resident 
over the state testing. Boes said he is 
distressed by the conversation with the 
state and has decided to have his two sons 
opt out of this week’s ELA tests and the 
math exams that will be administered 
toward the end of the month.

Boes said the emphasis on the tests 
remove creativity from the classroom. 

“More importantly … the politicization 
of our children in this whole matter is 
really sickening to me,” Boes continued. 
His comments were met with applause 
from parents in attendance. 

Boes is not the only person to speak 
out against state testing. Last Wednesday, 
County Executive Rob Astorino 
announced on his Facebook page that his 
children will not take any state exams and 
reminded parents that they have the right 
to refuse to have their children sit for the 
tests. Students will face no repercussions 
for opting out. 

If more than 5 percent of students in 
any district opt out of state testing, the 
district can lose its Title I federal funding.  
Pleasantville receives about $37,000 in 
Title I annually, McGaffey said.  

P’ville’s $48.9M School Budget Comes Into Focus With State Aid

Mt. Pleasant 
Library’s Valhalla 
Branch Closed for 

Carpet Installation
The Mount Pleasant Public Li-

brary is scheduled to install new 
carpeting at the branch library 
located at 125 Lozza Drive in Val-
halla this week.

The branch library will close 
on today (Tuesday, Apr. 14) and 
is scheduled to reopen at the end 
of the week. The main library in 
Pleasantville, which was closed last 
week was scheduled to re-open on 
Monday. 

For more information, call 914-
769-0548 or visit www.mount-
pleasantlibrary.org for daily up-
dates.
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By Neal Rentz
The Village of Mount Kisco’s proposed 

$20,976,447 2015-16 budget may carry 
a 3 percent tax increase but it looks like 
property owners won’t have to lay out any 
additional money to cover the expense.

Interim Village Manager Jerry Faiella 
said the spending plan, which was the 
subject of an Apr. 6 public hearing 
,would include a tax levy increase of 2.4 
percent and a tax rate hike of 3 percent. 
Taxes on the average home in the village 
assessed at $36.000 would rise by $103 in 
the upcoming fiscal year beginning on 
June 1, bringing the total municipal tax 
bill to $3,517, he said. The $103 increase 
would be refunded by the state because 
the village has remained below the tax 
cap, Faiella said. 

No changes in village services have 
been proposed. Spending in the tentative 
budget is proposed to rise 1.5 percent. 

The largest portion of the general 
fund--$5.66 million--is for public safety, 
Faiella said. It would cover expenses 
regardless of whether the proposed 
police consolidation with Westchester 
County takes place.

Faiella is also seeking funding for a 
variety of capital projects, including  
$1.3 million for a Department of Public 
Works building addition; $250,000 for 
paving and sidewalk projects, with half 
of the cost to be reimbursed by the 
federal government; $510,000 for heavy 
equipment replacement; and $300,000 
to go toward fire department equipment 
and facilities. 

Faiella said Mount Kisco taxes make 
up 34 percent of an average resident’s 
property tax bill. Another 51 percent 
goes toward schools; and 15 percent to 
the county.  

The only resident who addressed the 
proposed budget at last week’s hearing 
was Juliana Biro, a part-time librarian 
at the Mount Kisco Public Library. 
The library recently had two full-time 
librarians leave their posts. They are 
scheduled to be replaced by two part-
timers, Biro said. 

Since the turnover rate for part-time 
librarians is high because of inadequate 
pay, she requested that two new full-
time librarians be hired to replace the 
ones who left. The village board did not 

respond to her comments.
Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus 

praised Faiella and staff for their work 
on the proposed budget. 

“Everybody did a great job,” Markus 
said. 

Mayor Michael Cindrich said the 
board has been working for years to limit 
the cost of local government. About one-
third of the properties located in Mount 

Kisco are tax-exempt, Cindrich said, 
which he called “a major burden for the 
community.” 

The board is expected to approve the 
new budget on Apr. 20 or Apr. 27.  May 1 
is the deadline for final approval.

The proposed budget can be viewed on 
the finance page of the village’s website at 
www.mountkisco.org.

Mt. Kisco Residents to Be Refunded 3% Tax Hike in New Budget

Trump Park Residences, 100 Trump Park Drive, Shrub Oak, New York 10588. Marketing & Exclusive Sales Agent: Houlihan Lawrence, Inc. Sponsor: Yorktown Realty Associates, LLC, 7Renaissance Square, White Plains, New York 10601. The complete offering terms are in an offering plan available from Sponsor: CD05-0130. 
We are pledged to the letter and spirit of U.S. policy for the achievement of equal housing opportunity throughout the Nation. We encourage and support an affirmative advertising and marketing program in which there are no barriers to obtaining housing because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national 
origin. Models to no represent racial preference. Trump Park Residences is not owned, developed or sold by Donald J. Trump, The Trump Organization or any of their affiliates. Yorktown Realty Associates, LLC, the owner and developer of the property, uses the “Trump” name and mark under license from Trump Marks 
Westchester, LLC, which license may be terminated or revoked according to terms.
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TRUMP PARK 
RESIDENCES
from $300,000 

By appointment: 
914-245-0055

100 Trump Park, Shrub Oak
www.TrumpParkResidences.com

Home is where
	 q	your concierge
	 q	luxury
	 q	easy lifestyle
	 q	the heart
 q	all of the above

is.
Welcome to Trump Park Residences, set 
on 55-acres with captivating views of a 
shimmering lake and protected woodlands. 
Choose from luxurious 1, 2 or 3 bedroom 
homes with large master suites, hardwood 
floors, generous closets and more. Swim. 
Workout. Entertain. Relax. Have the 
concierge take care anything and everything. 
You will get used to this. 

3

Special Spring Pricing 
on Select Homes

Jack of 
All Trades

The Mount Kisco Highway 
Department last week 
undertook renovating the 
village’s gazebo on South 
Moger Avenue. The crew 
was placing a new roof on 
the structure, which saves 
the village money by doing 
the work in house. 

CORINNE STANTON PHOTO
SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS
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By Ron Pramshufer
Thank you, Mayor Scherer.
A few short months ago, for reasons 

still unknown, Mayor Scherer cast the 
deciding vote against the Benchmark 
assisted living facility’s zoning 
amendment for the back property of the 
Pleasantville United Methodist Church. 
This followed the better part of two years 
of nothing but public and private support 
for the project by the mayor.

Little did anyone know, at the time, 
that this unexplained vote would be the 
primary reason that the recent Easter 
service was the first of its kind for 
Pleasantville and probably a first for all 
of Westchester. The service was a joint 
worship combining three nationalities, 
three languages and three generations in 
a single Easter message.  

While maybe not envisioned by the 
original founders of the Pleasantville 
Methodist Church, this once aging 
church is now comprised of three 
individual churches. The Methodist 
church facility is joined by the Sekwang 
Korean Presbyterian Church and the 
Iglesia Una Esperanza Viva Las Naciones 
Church. The joint Easter service blended 
English, Korean and Spanish into a single 
voice of song and prayer. The attendance 
was the largest in a generation.  

Anyone passing 70 Bedford Rd. on a 
Sunday can’t help but see the full parking 
lot and worshipers of all ages and ethnic 
backgrounds coming and going. On 
non-joint service Sundays, the Methodist 
service is at 10 a.m., with coffee hour 
following.  The Sekwang Korean 
Presbyterian Church service starts at 
noon with the worship service followed 
by lunch. The Iglesia Una Esperanza Viva 
Las Naciones Church service starts at 4 
p.m. with dinner following the service. 
Everyone is welcome to all.

With the church congregation now 
strengthened, it’s time to go back to 
the mission of developing the property 

behind the church. The original idea from 
the 1960s was to build a huge sanctuary, 
capable of holding 200 to 300 worshipers, 
standing four stories high and taking up 
the bulk of the vacant land behind the 
current church, which was originally 
designed as a church education building. 
While this idea is still quite exciting, a 
more mission orientated project will 
probably work best.

The mission of feeding the poor has 
been quietly growing within the existing 
church building. The Interfaith Food 
Pantry was moved from a small room 
downstairs to two large rooms adjacent 
to the existing upstairs kitchen. Plans 
are in motion to convert the commercial 
kitchen into a small kitchen with tables 
and chairs, in a coffee shop setting, for 
food and drink service to the food pantry 
patrons.  

While at last notice the percentage of 
villagers who exist under the poverty line 
sits at 4 percent, the back property would 
probably not be used for expanded food 
service.

What is a strong possibility is a facility 
to address what has become a huge 
Pleasantville problem as well as one 
for all of Westchester. That problem 

is alcohol and drug addiction. While 
there have always been AA and NA 
groups meeting within church walls, the 
problem has grown well beyond that. 
A detox center or rehabilitation center 
could work quite well on the property. 
Its patrons would most likely utilize 
the food services as well as the spiritual 
services. Several developers have already 
approached us with similar projects that 
would fall within this mission.

Of course, the care of the elderly 
remains a mission of the church. The 
only logical reason for the last project to 
be voted down has to have been divine 
intervention, to allow us the time to 
bring the Spanish church into the 70 
Bedford Rd. Christian family. At this 
point, the church is strong in spirit, 
mind and body as well as a commitment 
to develop the property in a manner that 
fulfills the church founders’ vision. 

Whatever is proposed to the town will 
be well-thought out and fit the needs of 
both the church and the town. Hopefully, 
divine intervention will not be needed 
this time for the mayor and trustees to 
do the right thing. Only time will tell. 

Ron Pramschufer is the lay leader at the 
Pleasantville United Methodist Church.

Guest ColumnTo advertise in The Examiner, 
call 914-864-0878

or e-mail 
advertising@theexaminernews.com

Adam Stone
astone@theexaminernews.com
Publisher

Laura Markowski
lmarkowski@theexaminernews.com
Associate Publisher

Peter Stone
pstone@theexaminernews.com 
Chief  Financial Officer

Martin Wilbur
mwilbur@theexaminernews.com
Editor-in-Chief

Neal Rentz
nrentz@theexaminernews.com
Assistant Editor

Amy Borrelli
Copy Editor

Janine Bowen
jbowen@theexaminernews.com
Reporter

Annette van Ommeren
annette@theexaminernews.com
Page Designer

Dina Spalvieri
dspalvieri@theexaminernews.com
Advertising Designer

Andy Jacobs
ajacobs@theexaminernews.com
Sports Editor

Nick Antonaccio
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com
Contributing Columnist

Paul Cardi
pcardi@theexaminernews.com
Senior Account Excecutive

Jeff  Ohlbaum
johlbaum@theexaminernews.com
Senior Account Excecutive

Nina Harrison
nharrison@theexaminernews.com 
Account Executive 

Corinne Stanton
cstanton@theexaminernews.com
Media Consultant

To inquire about paid subscriptions, email
subscriptions@theexaminernews.com

for pricing and other details.

PO Box 611, Mount Kisco, NY 10549
914-864-0878

www.TheExaminerNews.com
Member of

The Examiner

Examiner
 M E D I A

Examiner
The NORTHERN WESTCHESTERalso publishes 

Examiner
TheWHITE PLAINS

Examiner
The PUTNAM

We invite readers to share their 
thoughts by sending letters to the 
editor.  Please limit comments to 
250 words. We will do our best 
to print all letters, but are limited 
by space constraints. Letters are  
subject to editing and may be 
withheld from publication on 
the discretion of the editor.  
Please refrain from personal 
attacks. Email letters to  mwilbur@
t h e e x a m i n e r n e w s . c o m .  
The Examiner requires that all 
letter writers provide their name, 
address and contact information.

Letters Policy

Benchmark Zoning Vote Defeat Will Pave Way for New Proposal

Longtime Boys & Girls Club Leader Thanks 
Community for Program’s Success

Letter to the Editor

I want to thank the Westchester 
community.

For the last 21 years, I’ve had the 
pleasure of calling Westchester – and 
the Boys & Girls Club of Northern 
Westchester – my home. It is with 
bittersweet sentiment that I step down 
as executive director of this amazing 
organization to accept the position of 
director of major metro services for Boys 
& Girls Clubs of America. 

Over the last two decades, I have seen 
the club continue to grow into a thriving 
resource that inspires our youth to realize 
their full potential. With the community’s 
help, we offer hope, opportunity and a 
sense of belonging. 

In my final days at the club, I 
wanted to thank the Mount Kisco and 
Westchester communities for helping 
this organization lead our young people 
to success, especially those who need 
extra guidance and support.

I am humbled and honored to be the 
recipient of this year’s Humanitarian 
Award at the club’s dinner June 6. 
Through events like this, and a supportive 
community like Westchester, our club has 
enabled 100 percent of our at-risk high 
school seniors to graduate on time for six 
consecutive years; provided more than 
60,000 hot meals and snacks to members, 
many of whom would not have otherwise 
had a nutritious dinner; and has instilled 
a strong sense of community among 
our action-minded youth. I’m proud 
they give back to a community that has 
already given them so much.

Brian Skanes
Director of Major Metro Services

Boys & Girls Clubs of America
Mount Kisco 
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By Martin Wilbur
Gail Burlakoff’s winding path might 

seem a bit unusual, but for someone who 
has had a passion for poetry and writing 
since childhood, her travels have provided 
her with a lifetime of material.

A native of Hawaii, both sets of Burlakoff’s 
grandparents relocated there in the early 
20th century. Her father was in the Army 
and was transferred to Washington, D.C. in 
1943, so Burlakoff and her family lived in 
Silver Springs, Md. for the final two years of 
World War II.

The family returned to Hawaii for three 
years following the war until her father 
resumed his sugar business in Panama. Her 
parents would remain there for the rest of 
their lives.

She has now been a Westchester resident 
with her husband, Nick, for the past 20 
years, easily the longest she has been in 
one location. Burlakoff has lived at more 
than 30 addresses on two islands, on three 
continents, in four countries and in five 
states during her 78 years.

“As long as my family was there I was 
fine,” Burlakoff remarked.”That’s what 

mattered to me.”
Even when she went to a boarding school 

for high school, only returning home 
during the summer, she considered her 
schoolmates and teachers family.

Burlakoff’s experiences growing up 
and her sojourns as an adult provided the 
material for many of her poems, something 
she started as a 10-year-old. Recently, she 
had a collection of her work published in a 
poetry memoir called “Blue Heron Woman: 
Poems.”

“I think it’s better today than when I was 
10,” Burlakoff said of her poetry, “but that 
feeling’s been in me all these years.”

Last Saturday at the Mount Kisco Public 
Library, a standing-room-only audience 
crowded into a space in the children’s 
room to listen to her read portions of the 
collection. It was a fitting venue since she is 
a part-time circulation clerk at the library 
and the space is where she reads to pre-
school children every Monday.

Burlakoff came from a family who loved 
to write--out of necessity. 

“Letters were the way we connected,” 
she said. “The family was always scattered 
geographically, so writing was the way you 

kept in touch.”
As an adult she has honed the craft, 

writing every day in a journal, if not writing 
poetry. But having her works published 
was something that seemed far-fetched 
years ago, especially considering that it took 
Burlakoff 49 years to earn her bachelor’s 
degree.

Burlakoff met her first husband, who 
worked for Chase Bank in international 
finance, when he came to Panama as 
a trainee. She had started her college 
education in Arizona, but never finished 
once married. (She would complete her 
degree in 2004 at Sarah Lawrence College.)

They had three children, but after 22 
years the couple divorced in 1981.

“I enjoyed being a stay-at-home mom,” 
Burlakoff recalled. “I did not enjoy being 
a corporate wife. I’m not cut out to live in 
the corporate world. But that life afforded 
me some wonderful experiences, to see 
different places and meet different people.”

Before her first marriage ended, Burlakoff 
sought to enter the workforce in 1979, but 
had no idea what to do or what she might be 

qualified for. Since she is bilingual, Burlakoff 
worked for a multiservice center and later 
the International Center in Indianapolis, 
where she was living at the time.

When she lost that job, Burlakoff applied 
for a copy editor’s position for a publishing 
company, which was later bought out by 
Macmillan. Burlakoff was able to snag the 
job, ahead of seasoned veterans.

She married Nick in 1985, then the couple 
relocated four years later to Old Bridge, N.J., 
one of only a couple of places that Burlakoff 
wasn’t happy with.

“When we came here, three days before 
Christmas to an apartment, and you know 
how apartments are in the wintertime. 
People don’t go out,” she said. “(Nick) had 
work and I had the computer and the cat.”

Macmillan retained her as a freelance 
copy editor after moving east, but it was a 
solitary endeavor. As someone who loved 
children, reading and writing, Burlakoff 
applied for an opening in the children’s 
room at the Mount Pleasant Public Library 
in Pleasantville after spotting an ad. She 
worked there for just over 10 years before 
transferring to Mount Kisco three years ago.

Burlakoff doesn’t know if she has another 
book of her work to publish, but is currently 
compiling her late brother’s writings of his 
experiences growing up.

She said she was amazed at the turnout 
for her reading and that people continue to 
borrow “Blue Heron Woman.”

“It keeps going out and every time I see it 
going out, it doesn’t compute in my head,” 
Burlakoff said. “It’s quite wonderful.”

know your
Neighbor

Gail Burlakoff
Writer/Library Circulation Clerk

Safety is much more than a job for our engineers. Rob Andersen is a Navy veteran, control room supervisor 
at Indian Point, and father of three. The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission just gave Rob and our entire 
team at Indian Point its highest safety rating — for the fifth year in a row. Today, after a $1 billion investment 
that added layers upon layers of safety and security throughout the plant, Rob is helping to run one of the 
safest nuclear power facilities in the U.S.

Discover more about Indian Point at SafeSecureVital.com

“ He’s one big reason I never compromise 
on safety.”

POWERING NEW YORK

Rob Andersen 
Control Room Supervisor
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This season, help promote a healthy 
ecosystem by learning to identify and 
control damaging plants and insects in 
your yard.

Information about common invasive 
species and backyard invaders is now 
being offered by Responsible Industry for 
a Sound Environment (RISE)

Invasive Plants
Invasive weeds can out-compete native 

species, changing the local ecosystem. 
Many varieties, first introduced as flora 
to plant in gardens, can be confused with 
similar, native varieties. Here are two 
common damaging ones to watch out for:
• Purple Loosestrife, native to Europe 

and Asia, is found in most states. One 
plant can produce more than two 
million seeds annually.

• Native to China, the Tree-of-Heaven 
was widely planted as an ornamental 
plant for many years and is often 
confused with other trees having 
similar leaves, such as black walnut, 
butternut and most sumac.

Invasive Insects
Invasive insects can also have a severe 

negative impact on native species by out-
competing them for food and resources. 

Many also cause and carry disease and 
prey on native species. Two common ones 
to look out for include:
• Emerald Ash Borer, native to Asia, 

is prominently found across the 
Northeast, Midwest and Southeastern 
United States. The larvae do the most 
damage, killing ash trees by feeding on 
the inner bark.

• Zebra Mussel, native to lakes in 
southern Russia, is found in hundreds 
of waterways throughout the United 
States. The species commonly clog 
water intakes, damage boats and can 
cause cuts and scrapes if they grow on 
rocks, swim rafts and ladders.

Backyard Pests
Did you know native plants and insects 

can cause damage too?
• Ticks can transmit Lyme disease and 

Rocky Mountain spotted fever. Left 
untreated, Lyme disease infects the 
joints, heart and nervous system. After 
time spent outdoors, check for ticks, 
especially in and around your ears, 
inside your belly button, behind your 
knees, around your waist, on your scalp 
and in your hair.

• Mosquitoes can carry West Nile Virus. 

While most people may show few 
symptoms, 20 percent of people develop 
a fever along with headaches, body 
aches, joint pains, vomiting, diarrhea 
or rash, according to the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention.
• Follow the “three Ds” to protect 

yourself: Drain standing water; stay 
indoors at dusk and dawn; dress in 
long-sleeves and pants; and use DEET-
based mosquito repellent.

• Poison ivy, poison oak, and poison 
sumac can lurk in backyards. Almost 
85 percent of people develop a rash 
when they come into contact with 
these weeds.

Control poisonous weeds long-term 
by carefully digging out the plants while 
wearing waterproof gloves or treating with 
a pesticide.

Defend your local ecosystem by 
identifying exotic plants in your garden 
or yard. Spot invasive weeds and insects in 
your area? Let your county extension office 
know, which may have a monitoring and 
management program in place.

For more lawn and garden tips, visit 
www.DebugTheMyths.com.

By being aware of invasive species and 
other pests in your area, you can help 
support native species and a healthy 
ecosystem in your own backyard and 
neighborhood.

Printed with permission by Statepoint.
net.

Create a Healthy Ecosystem in Your Own Yard

RUUD MORIJN - FOTOLIA.COM PHOTO
Invasive weeds, such as the Purple Loosestrife, 
can out-compete native species.
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Either the piano is about to 
become as extinct as the dodo 
bird from American homes 
or, much like Mark Twain, its 
untimely death has been greatly 
exaggerated.  It depends on what 
you read and who you believe. 

Within the past few weeks, 
there’s been  good and bad news 
about the piano industry and, 
oddly enough, a report of its 
connection to the real estate 
industry.  

First I heard an interview on 
SiriusXM radio that referenced 
a New York Times article 
about a “graveyard” for unwanted pianos 
in Southhampton, Pa. That particular 
graveyard is one of many.  

As a realtor, I frequently am asked by 
clients selling their homes for advice about 
how to dispose of their pianos, especially if 
they are downsizing.

It wasn’t all that long ago that a piano 
was as integral to a home’s living room 
as a flat screen TV is today. Sheet music 
for popular songs was readily available 
and families would play music together 
for entertainment. Even with our wealth 
of modern diversions, people still love 
listening to music. Why shouldn’t they still 
love creating it?

At least some enterprising artists will 
occasionally make use of the parts. The 

recent production of “Into the 
Woods” by the Fiasco Theater 
at the Roundabout in New York 
played within a set constructed 
from piano harps retrieved from 
that dump in Pennsylvania.

But what’s the connection to 
real estate and is there hope on the 
horizon for the future of the piano? 
A report last week in the Chicago 
Tribune showed that the tempo for 
piano sales is picking up and, flying 
in the face of earlier reports of 
doom and gloom for the industry, 
the reason is the improvement in 
real estate sales. 

According to Larry Morton, president of 
Hal Leonard Corp., an educational music 
print publisher, the sale of new pianos is 
directly tied to real estate. 

“The sales of new pianos have always 
been driven by people buying new homes,” 
he said. “It’s part of the experience of having 
a house, not unlike buying furniture.”  

But more importantly, there are distinct 
benefits to young people associated with the 
study of piano. To know the full score about 
that, I spoke to Jonathan Ackerman, a private 
piano instructor in lower Westchester and 
Chair of District 4 of the New York State 
Music Teachers Association. Here’s the list 
of benefits he gave me:

Discipline: Piano study requires a daily 
routine and regiment of warm-ups, music 

theory study, listening and 
repertoire development.

Long-term Planning: 
Learning piano is a series of 
achieving a continually more 
complex set of skills and 
repertoire over many years. To 
master an advanced piece of 
music may take many months.

Persistence: Mastering a 
piece of music takes repeated 
efforts with many failures along 
the way to achieve success.

Future Success in School 
and Work: Studying an 
instrument often equates to 
future success in school when 
compared with any other 
activity. A recent study found 
that 75 percent of Silicon Valley CEOs had 
instrumental music education as a child.

Brain Development: An MIT study 
determined that the cerebral cortex of a 
concert pianist is enlarged by 30 percent 
on average compared to people who are 
considered intellectuals but who did not 
have instrumental music education. 

Cultural/Artistic Connection: The 
piano literature contains some of the 
greatest musical compositions in history. 
Many great composers began as pianists, 
and the piano is a great instrument to 
develop improvisational and composition 
skills. 

Social Connection: A 
pianist can play solo, in an 
ensemble or accompany 
singers and choirs. Students 
learn how to work in teams 
when preparing for a 
performance.

The best year for new piano 
sales in the U. S. was 1909 when 
more than 364,500 were sold. 
In 2005, that number was down 
to 95,000, dropping to 33,000 
at the depths of the recession 
in 2009. Encouragingly, that 
number has grown 4.3 percent 
with more than 37,200 sold last 
year.

Offering such solid benefits 
to those who study piano, 

here’s hoping that the improving real estate 
market will support a movement to reclaim 
an important part of our cultural history 
and encourage people to bring the piano 
back into our homes. 

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, Inc., 
the longest running public relations agency in 
Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.com). His 
real estate site is: www.PrimaveraRealEstate.
com and his blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.
com. To engage the services of The Home 
Guru and his team to market your home for 
sale, call 914-522-2076.

Believe it or Not, the Connection Between Pianos and Real Estate

The Home Guru at his 
1929 Baldwin Baby 
Grand, given to him by a 
family who was downsizing 
to smaller space.
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New Project Helps Parents Give Their Teens The Alcohol Talk
By Martin Wilbur

Logic would dictate that if you want 
to guide parents about how best to 
approach their children about the perils 
of underage drinking you wouldn’t 
advise them to turn to other teens.

But a new initiative does just that. A 
group of five teenagers from throughout 
the United States will be empanelled 
in the coming months as part of an 
initial focus group for the website 
TheAlcoholTalk.com. 

The interactive site will also contain 
advice from psychologists and 
educators as well as blogs written by the 
five teens who are selected. Wine and 
spirits marketer Pernod Ricard USA 
has underwritten the project to prevent 
underage drinking.

“The whole idea behind the project 
is this website that is dedicated to 
helping parents talk to their kids about 
alcohol,” said Dr. Jennifer Powell-
Lunder, a Bedford Hills-based clinical 
psychologist and professor at Pace 
University who is a leading expert on 
teens and parents and selected to lead 
the site. 

“Underage drinking is their big 
mission. They focus really on preventing 
underage drinking and what’s come out 
of that is a project where we’re putting  
together a national panel of five teens 

and we’ve put the call out all over the 
country.”

The effort has attracted thousands 
of hopefuls between 13 and 19 
years old who are bright, savvy and 
expressive during the month-long 
online application process, Powell-
Lunder said. The deadline is tomorrow 
(Wednesday).

Parents of each teen will monitor 
what their child writes. Meanwhile, the 
teens who are selected will be expected 
to answer periodic questions and write 
blogs on related topics. They will get paid 
$25 to respond to questions and $50 for 
the blogs and also earn extracurricular 
credit for college applications if they’re 
in high school.

This year’s group will be for the next 
school year. It is expected there will be a 
new group each year.

Powell-Lunder, co-author of the 
book “Teenage as a Second Language,” 
said a common misconception is 
that teenagers don’t want to listen to 
adults or their parents. However, a key, 
taking into account the still maturing 
adolescent brain, is for adults to learn 
how to effectively converse with teens, 
especially about as an important topic 
as underage drinking, she said.

The one thing teens don’t care for is 
to be talked at, they want to be talked 

with, Powell-Lunder said.
“What we want to do is get their 

feedback on what they think about 
underage drinking, what their ideas are 

and what they should be telling their 
parents that they’ll listen to,” Powell-
Lunder said.

Information that adults may find 
helpful in their approach that can be 
found on the site for example, is that 
research has shown that the most 
common reason for teens to start 
drinking is peer pressure, she said. 

“So it doesn’t mean that all these 
thoughts and feelings (they have) 
are the same as their parents, but 
their parents have far more influence 
than they realize,” Powell-Lunder 
said. “What parents say really gets 
internalized, so we feel like if parents 
are communicating the right messages 
themselves, better to communicate that 
message through the teens themselves.”

Today’s parents of teens are at one 
major disadvantage that no other 
generation of parent has faced or will 
likely face again--it’s the first time 
that they’re teenage children speak a 
completely different language because 
of the digital age.

“You can immerse yourself, but unless 
you are truly immersed in a culture, 
you’re not really going to understand it 
in a way that someone who is native to 
that culture,” Powell-Lander said.
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Clinical psychologist, Pace University professor 
and noted expert on teenagers Dr. Jennifer 
Powell-Lunder leads a new project and website 
called TheAlcoholTalk.com to help parents speak 
to their children about the dangers of  underage 
drinking.
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By Colette Connolly
It’s true that Chris Hale, president and 

founder of SunBlue Energy in Sleepy 
Hollow, is a strong believer in the power 
of new technologies.

But what inspired him to establish his 
own solar energy company six years ago 
was a photovoltaic class he took at Bronx 
Community College. 

A former project manager at a New 
York City-based technology company, 
Hale saw opportunity in solar energy and 
believed it would be the perfect business 
to establish in Westchester County. 

Teaming up with Barrett Silver, senior 
vice president of sales and marketing, 
the company has thrived since its 
inception and is one of the go-to solar 
energy companies for homeowners 
and businesses seeking alternatives to 
traditional forms of energy. 

“This is a very mature technology and 
has been around for a very long time,” 
said Hale, whose company has installed 
more than 100 solar energy systems 
throughout the tri-state area in the last 

five years. 
“The demand has increased, which 

has allowed for more investment in the 
technology, and prices have also come 
down,” explained Hale. “It is the fastest-
growing industry out there.”

Hale said one of the common 
misconceptions is that reliance on solar 
energy won’t work in the Northeast. In 
fact, solar energy takes its heat from light, 
which means that solar panels can work 
just as well in Alaska as they do in Florida. 

While it is gaining popularity in the 
U.S., other nations have moved ahead, 
he noted.

“The country with the most progressive 
solar program is really Germany, and 
they have installed so many more 
kilowatts than what we have, and there’s 
a lot less sunshine,” said Hale, referring 
to a climate that’s comparable to upstate 
New York.

While clouds may hinder the efficiency 
of solar panels, newer technology has 
allowed ambient light to filter through, 
and as a result it can generate a healthy 

dose of energy for the average home or 
business. 

Solar panels, consisting of photovoltaic 
cells, are placed on the roof of a house 
or business and convert light into direct 
current (DC) electricity, which in turn 
is converted to alternating current (AC) 
through an inverter. If electricity is not 
being used during the day, the excess 
is pushed back into the grid, proving 
to be more economical than relying on 
traditional electricity services.

Most residential solar energy systems 
can be installed within a week. For 
commercial properties, Silver said it 
takes a bit longer while SunBlue Energy 
obtains necessary approvals and permits 
from local municipalities and state 
agencies. 

“We pride ourselves on customer 
service and high-quality design and 
installation,” said Hale, who is certified 
by the North American Board of 
Certified Energy Practitioners. 

Hale said his company of certified 
installers, sales consultants and project 
managers all live in the area and are 
familiar with the needs of customers in 
the region. 

What has convinced a growing 
number of prospective customers to 
switch to solar energy, Silver said, is their 
electric bill. The Northeast has some of 
the highest energy rates in the country, 
and when residents and business owners 
evaluate the benefits, they are often 
convinced by the incentives that can 
offset the upfront costs of installing a 
solar energy system. 

Perks include a 30 percent federal tax 
credit and a 25 percent New York State 
tax credit. The New York State Energy 
Research and Development Agency 
also offers generous incentives. Systems 
can be purchased outright, financed or 
leased. 

Hale said the company monitors 
customer systems on a regular basis and 
is fully responsible for its operation for 
five years after installation. 

For more information on SunBlue 
Energy and installing a solar energy 
system, call 914-222-3510 or 914-297-
9870 for a free consultation or visit www.
sunblueenergy.com. 
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Sleepy Hollow

Select Books
Distinctive Cards

Journals

...and more!

Bookmarks

Special Orders

Gift Certificates

Free Gift Wrapping

Unique Gifts

Book Group Discounts

School Orders

Cookbooks

Agate Book Ends

Children’s Books

Reference Books

Out-of-Print Searches

The Village
�

Bookstore

Ten Washington Ave.

Pleasantville, NY

Across from the Burns Film Center

914.769.8322

staff@pleasantvillebooks.com

Whether your youngster is a nature 
enthusiast, a budding musician or a sports 
hound, Westchester County Park’s popular 
summer camps offer s
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SunBlue Energy’s Senior Vice President of  Sales 
and Marketing Barrett Silver, left, and President 
and founder Chris Hale.
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Tuesday, Apr. 14
German Language Potluck. A chance 

to speak and converse in German. All level 
of skill welcomed. Potluck dish does not 
need to be a native dish. American Legion 
Hall, 52 Garrigan Ave., Thornwood. 6 to 8 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-739-8996.   

Italian Language and Culture With 
Mara De Matteo. De Matteo, born 
and raised in Italy, combines lively 
conversation with grammatical instruction 
in her classes, creating interactive lessons 
on the richness of Italian culture, past 
and present, through real-life anecdotes, 
literature, personal memoirs, films and 
photography. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd East, Armonk. 6:30 
p.m. Free. Tuesdays in April. Info: 914-
273-3887.

Chamber Talk With Max Mandel. 
Joined by the promising Horszowski 
Trio, Mandel explores the phenomenon 
of composers dying young and our 
fascination with performers in their 
youth. Mandel is an alum of Caramoor’s 
Rising Stars mentoring program and an 
accomplished viola player. Caramoor 
Center for Music and the Arts, 149 Girdle 
Ridge Rd., Katonah. 7 p.m. $15. Info 
and tickets: 914-232-1252 or visit www.
caramoor.org.

Wednesday, Apr. 15
Master Networker Meeting. Join this 

high-energy interactive membership 
network of learning-based, service-
oriented entrepreneurs and business 
leaders. Come be a guest any Wednesday 
to learn more about this world-class 
business training and referral program. 
Mount Kisco Coach Diner, 252 E. Main 
St., Mount. 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. RSVP suggested. Info and 
RSVP: Contact Julie Genovesi at 303-929-
7203 or e-mail julie@eurobella.net or just 
drop in. 

Zumba Fitness. Achieve long-term 
benefits while having a blast in one exciting 
hour of calorie-burning, body-energizing, 
awe-inspiring movements meant to engage 
and captivate for life. For all fitness levels. 
Dance Emotions, 75 S. Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua. Every Monday and Wednesday 
at 9 a.m. and Saturdays at 10 a.m. Drop in 
or weekly discount rates available. Info: 
Contact Peggy at 914 960-4097.

Pound Fitness Program. A 45-minute 
full-body cardio and stress relief jam 
session, fusing Pilates, cardio, plyometrics, 
isometric movements and poses. Using 
lightly weighted drumsticks called Ripstix™ 
and combining constant simulated 
drumming resulting in working the entire 
body. Dance Emotions, 75 S. Greeley 
Ave., Chappaqua. 10:15 a.m. $20. Every 
Wednesday. Info: Contact Peggy at 914 
960-4097.

Mommy Meet Up. Whether it’s your 
first child or your fifth, this program 

is a great way to get out of the house, 
meet new friends and enjoy time with 
your baby. For newborns birth to eight 
months old and their moms. Romperee 
Indoor Playground at World Cup Nursery 
School & Kindergarten 160 Hunts Lane, 
Chappaqua, 10:15 to 11 a.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday (except holidays) through 
June. Info: Contact Kim Bremer at 914-
238-9267 ext. 20.

Senior Benefits Information Center. 
Counselors offer older adults one-on-
one counseling covering a broad range 
of topics including Medicare health and 
prescription plans, food stamps, HEAP, 
EPIC, weatherization, minor home repair 
and tax relief programs. Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 Main St., Mount 
Kisco. 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. Info: 914-231-3260.

Maintaining Independence as You 
Downsize. Join elder law attorney Neil Reig 
Esq., real estate agent Vicki Jimpson-Fludd 
of Better Homes and Gardens -- Rand 
Realty and Community Outreach Director 
Douglas Thomas from Atria Senior Living 
for an informative discussion. Topics 
include making a financial and legal plan, 
preparing your house for sale and senior 
housing options. John C. Hart Memorial 
Library, 1130 E. Main St., Shrub Oak. 1 to 
2:30 p.m. Free. Registration required. Info 
and registration: 914-245-5262.

Knitting Club. Come learn to knit, or if 
you already know how, bring your current 
project and enjoy a visit with other knitters 
and crocheters. Beginners should bring a 
pair off size 8 or 10 straight knitting needles 
and skein or worsted weight yarn. Open to 
knitters and crocheters 10 years old and 
up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. 
Main St., Mount Kisco. 4 to 5:30 p.m. Free. 
Every Wednesday. Info: 914-666-8041.

Wednesday Night Bingo. Regular 
bingo tickets and specials available for sale. 
Includes coffee, tea and hot chocolate. Hot 
dogs and soda for sale. Holy Rosary School, 
180 Bradhurst Ave., Hawthorne. Doors 
open at 6 p.m. Games start at 7:20 p.m. $2 
(for one card). Extra game cards may be 
purchased for $2 or $3 each along with a 
few specialty games. Every Wednesday.

Art Discussion Series: Holbein The 
Elder. Born sometime during the latter 
part of the 15th century, this German 
painter was part of a dynasty of three 
generations of northern Europe’s most 
celebrated artists. Working independently 
as well as in conjunction with his brother, 
Holbein focused on religious works 
and moved German painting into the 
Renaissance style. Led by Professor Valerie 
Franco. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 7 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887 or www.
northcastlelibrary.org.

Bedford Chamber Concert Series. 
Violinist Francisco Fullana and pianist 
Anthony Newman will perform Bach’s 

Partita in G Minor, Mozart’s Sonata K 303 in 
C Major, Beethoven’s Sonata no. 3 in E Flat, 
and three Paganini Caprices. St. Matthew’s 
Church Fellowship Hall, 382 Cantitoe St. 
(Route 22), Bedford. 8 p.m. $35 (includes 
refreshments during intermission). Info 
and tickets: 914-522-5150 or visit www.
bedfordchamberconcerts.org. 

Thursday, Apr. 16
Let Your Yoga Dance Classes. The 

popular Kripalu noon dance class is now 
in Chappaqua! Combines easy dance, 
gentle yoga and great music. Come join 
this noncompetitive, heart pumping and 
joyful experience. Drop-ins welcome. 
Dance Emotions, 75 S. Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua.10 a.m. $20 per 75-minute 
class. Every Tuesday and Thursday. Info: 
914-238-8974 or email claudiayogadance@
gmail.com.

Story Time Playgroup. Join Miss 
Debbie for a story, music and playtime 
with toys and books in this new program. 
Children and a parent or caregiver can 
spend special time together and make new 
friends. For children six months to four 
years old. Mount Pleasant Public Library, 
350 Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 1:45 to 2:30 
p.m. Free. Every Thursday. Info: 914-769-
0548 or visit www.mountpleasantlibrary.
org.

Drop-in Homework Help. Difficult 
math problems? Tricky grammar 
questions? Drop in to the Teen Zone after 
school for some extra help from a high 
school volunteer. For students in grades 
6-8. Chappaqua Public Library, 195 S. 
Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 3 to 4 p.m. Free. 
Also Apr. 21, 23, 28 and 30. Info: 914-238-
4779 or www.chappaqualibrary.org.

Read to Rover. Dogs love listening to 
stories. Come meet Rover and read your 
favorite story. For children five years old 
and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 
E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. 
Every Thursday. Info: 914-864-0130 or 
visit www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Zumba Fitness Class. Addie-Tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza (lower level), Pleasantville. 7 to 8 
p.m. $15 a class. $29 for four classes. $55 

for eight classes. Meets every Thursday. 
Also Saturdays from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. Info: 
917-215-1720, e-mail AddietudeDance@
gmail.com or visit www.Addie-tude.com. 

Friday, Apr. 17
Zumba Gold  Class. A trial class 

featuring Zumba’s low-impact approach. 
Drop in anytime. Addie-Tude Performing 
Arts Center, 42 Memorial Plaza (lower 
level), Pleasantville. 11 a.m. to noon. Free. 
($12 drop-in fee after free trial class.) Every 
Friday. Also Tuesdays from 10 to 11 a.m. 
Info: Contact Amy Olin at olin.amyj@
gmail.com.

Magic: The Gathering With Lucas. 
Drop-in and play. Beginners and 
experienced players welcome. For 
students in grades 7-12. Chappaqua Public 
Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 
3:30 to 4:30 p.m. Free. Fridays through 
Apr. 24. Info: 914-238-4779 or www.
chappaqualibrary.org.

Connect With Poetry. Chat over some 
short poems to celebrate National Poetry 
Month with Christina Eisenberg from the 
Westchester Independent Living Center. 
For students in grades 6-12. Chappaqua 
Public Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua. 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. Free. Info: 
914-238-4779 or www.chappaqualibrary.
org.

Friday Night Films: “The Other 
Son.” Two young men, one Israeli and 
one Palestinian, discover they were 
accidentally switched at birth. In English, 
Hebrew, French and Arabic with English 
subtitles. Discussion led by Professor Val 
Franco. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd., Armonk. 7 p.m. Free. 
Info: 914-273-3887. 

WCC Film Series: “The Owl and the 
Sparrow.” A 10-year-old orphan works 
in her uncle’s factory outside Saigon. The 
uncle berates the child constantly, so she 
runs away to Saigon. She encounters two 
individuals who impact her life and she 
is determined to bring them together. 
Westchester Community College’s 
Gateway Center, Davis Auditorium, 75 
Grasslands Rd., Valhalla. Doors open 
at 7:10 p.m. Refreshments at 7:30 p.m. 
Screening at 7:50 p.m. $11. Seniors (60 
and up): $10. $48. Info: Contact Bob 
Bruckenthal at 914-723-3186.

“Orphans.” A Small Town Theatre 
Production about  two brothers, one 
sensitive and reclusive and the other who 
supports his damaged younger sibling by 
petty thievery, makes the house a virtual 
prison for him--before the older brother 
kidnaps a rich, older man who turns out 
to be the father figure the boys have always 
yearned for. Katonah Village Library, 26 
Bedford, Rd., Katonah. 8 p.m. $15. Also 
Apr. 18. Info and reservations: Visit www.
smalltowntheatre.com.

Danceworks. Westchester Community 
continued on page 24

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Martin Wilbur at mwilbur@theexaminernews.com.com.

The Modigliani Quartet, who will perform 
selections from Mozart and Debussy, will appear 
this Saturday night at Briarcliff  High School.
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Have you been out to the 
garage to kick the tires on that 
old coupe lately, or taken your 
antique roadster on a road 
trip?

If not, you may want to 
rethink your attitude toward 
America’s love affair with 
the automobile, because 
depending on the year, 
make and model, many are 
once again “hot.” Finding a 
classic, antique or vintage car or truck, 
or in some cases even motorcycles and 
scooters, is as near as your computer or 
hand-held device.

Automobiles in myriad forms are 
sold in the classified sections of news 
outlets as well as Internet advertising 
and auction sites. But to really stoke the 
interest of potential investors, it is worth 
noting that quite recently a 1963 Ferrari 
250 GTO sold for $52 million, making 
it the most expensive sale of any car in 
history.

The vehicle was purchased from a 
Connecticut man who bought it in 

1974. But it was not in a 
hermetically sealed room for 
40 years only to be released 
when the market was right. 
The seller reportedly took the 
Ferrari to vintage auto events, 
so it certainly didn’t acquire 
dry rot.

The previous record price 
paid for an automobile – only 
18 months ago – was $35 
million, for a 1962 Ferrari 

GTO in May 2012. The $52 million sale 
price represents a staggering 49 percent 
premium over that prior record Ferrari 
GTO sale.

The previous $35 million record for 
a Ferrari was held by the purchaser of 
a model that was built for racer Sterling 
Moss. It was sold in 1996 for $3.5 million 
and roughly nine years later it was sold 
again for about $8.5 million. 

The price jumped from $8.5 million to 
$35 million when the Moss Ferrari was 
sold in May 2012, and while Ferraris 
hold a special place in the hearts of 
wealthy buyers, the sale also gives a good 

indication of the value of classic and 
vintage automobiles in general.

Collector cars become deceptively 
more attractive when yields on stocks 
and cash investments are low. But 
potential buyers should beware and 
educate themselves on the nuances that 
are small but ever so important when 
purchasing older vehicles.

The three primary definitions with 
which to be familiar are: 
• Antique: In most cases a car that 

is over 45 years old, that has been 
maintained in keeping with the 
original manufacturer specifications.

• Classic: A vehicle that is at least 20 
years old, but not more than 40 years 
old and is not be modified or altered. 

• Vintage: Generally, cars that were 
manufactured between 1919 and 
1930, but some end it at 1925. 
Unlike the other two classifications, 
having had modifications does not 
necessarily keep a car from being 
classified vintage.

With the New York Auto Show this 
month, I cannot help wonder if any 

cars being featured will someday end 
up being termed a “classic.” My guess is 
you probably will get a better investment 
return steering elsewhere.

An obvious question is whether the 
prices of such vehicles will continue to 
rise and how high? I am skeptical. What 
will happen to the market for these cars if 
Cuba suddenly is opened to trade and all 
those cars from the 1950s are suddenly 
on the market?

While I am always open to considering 
alternative investments, I am far more 
comfortable with a different sort, real 
estate investment trusts, for example, 
with typically high yields.

Of course, investing in a classic car 
may be more fun than buying a particular 
stock or bond. However, if you need to 
liquidate the asset to pay for a child’s 
college or for retirement income, the car 
probably won’t be the right “vehicle” for 
you.

Kevin Peters is a managing director and 
financial adviser with Morgan Stanley 
Wealth Management in Purchase. He 
can be reached at 914-225-6680. 

The Junk Car in the Garage May Not Be Junk

By Roger R. Yergeau 
Most of us were concerned about having our 

2014 income taxes prepared by Apr. 15, but now 
might be the time to reduce your 2015 tax burden 
with the use of charitable planning.  

Taxpayers now have had two full tax years under 
the American Taxpayer Relief Act of 2012 (ATRA) 
and different groups have seen different results to 
their income tax burden. This change looked to 
add income taxation to the upper income taxpayer. 
ATRA has implemented higher income tax rates for 
the upper income taxpayers and modest changes for 
itemized deductions. Charitable gifts deductions 
have not changed for leading upper income 
taxpayers and their advisers should recognize the 
need to reduce income taxes through the use of 
prudent charitable planning. 

Income Taxes. Upper income taxpayers have seen 
their top tax bracket raised to 39.6 percent. Should 
an upper income taxpayer have passive income, the 
Medicare tax of 3.8 percent will be added, making 
the top federal tax bracket 43.4 percent. This 
has resulted in upper income taxpayers having a 
renewed interest in charitable planning.  

Capital Gains Tax. Currently there are three 
capital tax rates: none for low income taxpayers, 15 
percent for mid-level taxpayers and 20 percent for 
top tier taxpayers. The Medicare tax of 3.8 percent 
is added to the applicable tax rate, thus raising the 
top capital gains rate to 23.8 percent. The taxpayer 
who has significant capital gains is also likely to 
be in the top income tax bracket. Those taxpayers 

who can bypass capital gains through the use of 
charitable planning have a compelling reason to 
take action in 2015.  

Appreciated Property. Many axpayers who have 
appreciated property are reluctant to sell. Last year 
home prices increased by 11 percent and the Dow 
reached 18,000. With the large tax burden, some 
taxpayers may feel “locked in” with the appreciated 
assets. Using appreciated assets for various 
charitable planning options  provides taxpayers 
with relief from this burden.  

IRA Charitable Rollover. For the past several 
years, Congress has extended the option for IRA 
owners over 70-and-a-half years old to give up to 
$100,000 to a charity through an IRA custodian-
to-charity transfer. The latest extension ended on 
Dec. 31, 2014. Congress last year almost passed the 
Supporting Americas Charity Act, which would 
have permanently extended the IRA charitable 
rollover and even expanded limits for conservation 
gifts and gifts of wholesome foods. There was 
strong bipartisan support for the bill, but it failed to 
pass due to congressional procedural rules. Watch 
for possible passage of this bill in 2015 or another 
annual extension. Taxpayers with a substantial IRA 
who are required to take a minimum distribution 
would benefit from this charitable gift planning 
strategy.  

Tax Strategies for 2015. The IRA Charitable 
Rollover, if extended, would give taxpayers a couple 
of different types of income tax relief. First, since the 
IRA rollover is direct from the IRA custodian to the 

charity, this would not be included in the taxpayer’s 
taxable income. The Alternative Minimum Tax 
(AMT) exemption is being phased out for higher 
income taxpayers. Thus, the use of an IRA rollover 
prevents these funds from being subject not only 
to income taxes but to the AMT. Not having to add 
the minimum required distribution to one’s income 
through the use of the IRA Charitable Rollover 
will substantially lower the tax burden for many 
taxpayers.  

Second, gifts of appreciated property or stocks 
bypass capital gains and are deducted based on the 
asset’s fair market value. The taxpayer should keep 
in mind the 30 percent limit of Adjusted Gross 
Income (AGI) when making gifts of appreciated 
assets.  

Third, once a taxpayer has used 30 percent of 
AGI in gifts of appreciated assets, he may want to 
consider using cash gifts of up to 20 percent of AGI. 
The combination of 20 percent of AGI (cash gifts) 
and 30 percent of AGI (appreciated property) will 
give taxpayers in the upper brackets the maximum 
income tax savings of 50 percent.  

Longtime Ossining resident Roger R. Yergeau 
worked in the life insurance industry for over 30 
years. After retiring in 2008 as a principal partner 
of Agent Support Group, he volunteered with The 
New York Public Library in the Planned Giving 
Department from 2008 to 2014. In 2013, he was 
named director of planned giving for the Open Door 
Foundation on a volunteer basis. He can be reached 
at Foundation-ryergeau@odfmc.org.

Think Ahead for 2015 Taxes With Charitable Planning

By Kevin Peters

The information contained in this column is not a solicitation to purchase or sell investments. Any information presented is general in nature and not intended to provide 
individually tailored investment advice. The strategies and/or investments referenced may not be suitable for all investors as the appropriateness of a particular investment or 
strategy will depend on an investor’s individual circumstances and objectives. The views expressed herein are those of the author and may not necessarily reflect the views of 

Morgan Stanley Wealth Management, or its affiliates Morgan Stanley Smith Barney, LLC, Member SIPC.
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College’s dance company, a diverse 
ethnic and cultural combination of 
college students and alumni and led by 
Company Director Mollyann Franzblau, 
will present a special program Westchester 
Community College’s Academic Arts 
Theatre, 75 Grasslands Rd., Valhalla. 8 
p.m. $15. Children, students and seniors: 
$10. Also Apr. 18 at 8 p.m. and Apr. 19 at 3 
p.m. Tickets: 914-606-6262 or at the door. 
Info: Visit www.sunywcc.edu. 

Saturday, Apr. 18
Pleasantville Farmers Market. The 

market moves indoors featuring vendors 
with winter-grown produce along with 
a variety of meats, cheeses, breads and 
prepared foods. Pleasantville Middle 
School, 40 Romer Ave., Pleasantville. 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Every Saturday 
through May 9. Info: Visit www.
pleasantvillefarmersmarket.com.

Mount Kisco Farmers Market. St. 
Mark’s Church, 85 Main St., Mount Kisco. 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Info: Visit https://www.
facebook.com/MtKiscoFarmersMarket.

Third Saturday Bird Seed Sale. The 
sale supports the local conservation work 
of the Saw Mill River Audubon. Pruyn 
Sanctuary, 275 Millwood Rd., Chappaqua. 
9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Info (including bird 
seed descriptions and prices): Visit www.
sawmillriveraudubon.org/seedsale.

Sahaja Meditation. Led by Peter Simone. 
Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main 
St., Mount Kisco. 10 to 11 a.m. Free. Every 
Saturday. Registration required. Info and 
registration: 914-864-0137.

Learn and Practice Bridge. With Joel 
Goren, life master and professional teacher 
from the Hartes Club. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 10:30 a.m. Free. Also Apr. 25. 
Info: 914-273-3887.

Tai Chi With Larry Attile. Learn 
specific feldenkrais and chi kung breathing 
techniques for deep relaxation and apply 
them to tai chi movement. A hands-on class 
that is geared to the level of experience of 
the class. Please wear comfortable clothes 
and bring a floor mat or towel. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 10:30 a.m. Free. Saturdays in 
April. Info: 914-273-3887.

Gan Shabbat. A monthly program of 
children’s Sabbath services for nursery 
school-age students and their families 
featuring an interactive introduction to 
Shabbat songs, stories and prayers. A kid-
friendly Kiddush of refreshments follows 
each service. Bet Torah, 60 Smith Ave., 
Mount Kisco. 10:30 a.m. Free. Info: 914-
666-7595.

Teaching Trails: A Community Path 
for Environmental Education. Join 
guided trail experience through the 
woodland forest. Discover who left that 
track, which tree makes the best animal 

home or which plant makes its own 
heat to help melt through the late winter 
ice. Program runs about 30 minutes. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 11:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Saturday and Sunday. Info: 914-723-3470 
or visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Pound Fitness Program. A 45-minute 
full-body cardio and stress relief jam 
session, fusing Pilates, cardio, plyometrics, 
isometric movements and poses. Using 
lightly weighted drumsticks called Ripstix™ 
and combining constant simulated 
drumming resulting in working the entire 
body. TADA Theatre And Dance Arts, 
131 Bedford Rd., Katonah. 11:45 a.m. $20. 
Every Saturday; also Wednesdays at 7:30 
p.m. Info: Contact Peggy at 914 960-4097.

Adult Salsa Class. Addie-Tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza (lower level), Pleasantville. 11 a.m. 
to noon. Free. $12. Every Saturday. Also 
Mondays from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Info: 917-
215-1720 or visit www.addie-tude.com.

Greyhound Rescue and Rehab Meet 
and Greet Adoption Day. Thornwood 
Town Center, 10-18 Broadway, Thornwood. 
12 to 3 p.m. Info: Contact Amy Eisenberg 
at aeisenberg@petlanddiscounts.com or 
visit www.petlanddiscounts.com.

World Cup Gymnastics Open House. 
Featuring lots of fun activities including 
open gymnastics, balloon twisting, tattoos, 
puppet making, wagon rides, summer arts 
and crafts, games and free food and snacks. 
There will also be an exhibition from 
World Cup gymnasts. World Cup Schools, 
160 Hunts Lane, Chappaqua. 12:30 to 2:30 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-238-9267.

Signs of Spring. Explore the trails with 
a naturalist and see who is awake after a 
long winter nap. Read a short story and 
meet some live animals to learn how 
they welcome spring. Greenburgh Nature 
Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 1 p.m. 
Members: $5 per person. Non-members: 
$8 per person. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit 
www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

“God’s Ballroom: Music and the 
Bavarian Rococo Wieskirche.” The Ars 
Antiqua Period Instrument Orchestra  will 
stage this concert of Baroque music played 
on historic instruments with Baroque 
trumpet player David Kjar and guests 
sopranos Clara Rottsolk and Heather 
Johnson. Followed by a reception of apple 
strudel and Bavarian specialties catered by 
Susan Lawrence. Church of St. Mary the 
Virgin, 191 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 
Ticket desk opens at 7:30 p.m. Concert at 
8 p.m. $35. Info: Contact Mark Kramer at 
914-238-8015 or mark@susanlawrence.
com  or visit www.ars-antiqua.org.

Modigliani String Quartet. This 
internationally claimed quartet will be 
performing Mozart’s  String Quartet in D 
minor, K. 421, Claude Debussy’s String 
Quartet in G minor, Op. 10, and  Ernst von 
Dohnanyi’s String Quartet #3 in A minor, 
Op. 3. Briarcliff High School Auditorium, 

444 Pleasantville Rd., Briarcliff Manor. 
8 p.m. $30. Students: Free. Info and 
tickets: 914-861-5080 or visit www.
friendsofmusicconcerts.org.

Argentine Tango Dances. Great music 
and dancing on a 3,500-square-foot dance 
floor. Enjoy a pleasant time with friends. 
Refreshments served. Broadway 26 
Dance, 26 Broadway, Hawthorne. 8 p.m. 
to midnight. $16. Also the first Sunday of 
each month from 3 to 6 p.m. $12. Info: 
914-725-3023 or 914-484-5101 or e-mail 
sampelayo@optonline.net.

Sunday, Apr. 19
“A Year With Frog and Toad.” The Play 

Group Theatre, theater for children and 
teens, opens its 2015 season with this story 
based on the books of Arnold Lobel. Part 
vaudeville, part make believe, all charm, 
this is the story of friendship that endures, 
weathering all seasons. Lively melodies and 
endless wit make for a fun production for 
the entire family. The Play Group Theatre, 
1 N. Broadway, White Plains. 11 a.m. and  
3 p.m. $18. Seniors and children (under 
12): $15. Also Apr. 26 at 2 and 7 p.m. Info 
and tickets: 914-946-4433 or visit www.
playgroup.org.

Earth Day/Arbor Day Celebration. 
Learn how to gather fresh rainwater for 
your gardens and how to turn your food 
scraps and garden waste into rich compost 
that will build up your soil. Other family-
friendly activities include making your 
own seed garden, personalizing a re-
usable bag and take a guided tour of the 
newly restored and revitalized native 
meadow. Also, plant a tree in recognition 
of Arbor Day. Refreshments available for 
purchase. Greenburgh Nature Center, 
99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Free. (Some activities require a small 
fee.) Info: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Money Smart Week Series: Get 
Control of Your Budget. Two-thirds of 
Americans view budgets as burdensome 
and don’t have one. However, rather than 
being a restrictive burden, a budget can 
help decrease stress and increase financial 
control. Explore ways to make a budget, 
save effectively and reach your financial 
goals. Presented by Kobie Thakar. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East., Armonk. 1 p.m. Free. Info: 914-
273-3887.

Learn and Play Mah Jongg. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 1 p.m. Free. Also Apr. 
26. Info: 914-273-3887. 

Katonah Poetry Series. Pulitzer Prize-
winning poet Jorie Graham will read from 
her new collection “From the New World.”  
The event will include a question-and-
answer session, reception and book signing. 
Katonah Village Library, 26 Bedford Rd., 
Katonah. 4 p.m. (Doors open at 3:30 p.m. 
for seating). $10 donation. Students: Free. 
Info: Visit www.katonahpoetry.com. 

Horszowski Trio. This versatile group 
will showcase “For Daniel” by Joan 
Tower, one of today’s most important 
American composers. Tower will be on 
hand to introduce her piece, which shares 
the program with works by Fauré and 
Schubert. Caramoor Center for Music and 
the Arts, 149 Girdle Ridge Rd., Katonah. 4 
p.m. $15, $35, $45 and $55. Info and tickets: 
914-232-1252 or visit www.caramoor.org.

Monday, Apr. 20
Knitting Group. Hats for our 

servicemen and women overseas and 
other ongoing projects for care centers 
and hospitals. Clinton Street Center, 1A 
Clinton St., Pleasantville. 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
Free. Every Monday. Info: 914-769-2021.

Woman’s Club of Pleasantville. Local 
singer Dan Visconti will entertain with 
songs of Frank Sinatra and a tribute to 
the 100th anniversary of Old Blue Eyes’ 
birthday. Guests welcome. Our Lady of 
Pompeii Church, Saratoga and Garrigan 
avenues, Pleasantville. 1 p.m. Free. Info: 
Contact Dorothy Gates at dvgates@
verizon.net.

Wild Encounters Story Time. Nature 
discovery for youngsters. Enjoy a nature-
themed story and discover the wonders 
of nature while exploring fields, forests or 
landscaped grounds. Dress for outdoor 
activity. Except in extreme weather 
conditions, a portion of each class is 
spent outdoors. For children three to 
five years old; with a parent or caregiver. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 1 to 2 p.m. Members: $9 per 
child. Non-member: $12 per child. Every 
Monday. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.  

Money Smart Week Series: Pondering 
When to Take Social Security. Ages 62, 
66 and 70 are the key ages to begin taking 
Social Security, although you can begin 
claiming Social Security at any age from 
62 through 70. What’s the difference? 
Presented by certified financial planner 
Arthur Epstein. North Castle Public 
Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 6:30 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-
3887.

Zumba Class. Open to all. Drop-ins 
welcome; no membership needed. PFX, 
101 Castleton St., Pleasantville. 6:30 to 
7:30 p.m. $10 a class. Every Monday. Info: 
Contact Amy Olin at olin.amyj@gmail.
com.

Author Talk. New York Times 
bestselling author James Frey will discuss 
his book “Endgame: The Calling.” North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 7:30 p.m. $10. Info: 
914-273-3887.

Tuesday, Apr. 21
Money Smart Week Series: Estate 

Planning and Elder Law. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 

continued on page 25

continued from page 22
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By Martin Wilbur
The Solarize Bedford-Mt Kisco 

campaign took the next step last week 
when officials and program organizers 
introduced the benefits of using solar 
energy to commercial establishments in 
the two municipalities.

Doug Hertz, owner of Sunrise Solar 
Solutions of Briarcliff Manor, the 
program’s commercial contractor for 
solar installations, provided an overview 
of the advantages of the benefits during 
a presentation last Wednesday at Tesla 
Motors in Mount Kisco before about two 
dozen prospective customers.

The goal is to impress commercial 
property owners and business owners 
that a solar energy system is worth the 
investment through significant savings 
during its roughly 20-year lifespan.

“The idea is to make it as easy and 
affordable as possible for people to install 
solar on their homes or commercial 
property,” said Nina Orville, the program 
manager for Solarize Westchester, which 
is overseeing the four areas in the county 
where the program is taking place. 

“We do that by using a group 
purchasing model. So the fact that the 
community is supporting the campaign 
and bringing people out to learn about 
the opportunity, address the marketing 
costs for the selected installer, and so 

that installer is then able to share those 
savings with lower prices for customers.”

Hertz said with attractive incentives 
provided by the New York State Energy 
Research and Development Agency 
(NYSERDA) and a 30 percent federal 
income tax credit, a business or property 
owner can save at least $100,000 on a 
typical system that costs about $184,500. 

There also are financing opportunities 
available for customers who may be 
unable to lay out the

A common misconception is since the 
Northeast can have long winters, solar 
panels would be ineffective for a good 
chunk of  the year, Hertz said. However, 
there is plenty of light for solar panels 
to work, he said. Germany is one of the 
world’s leaders in producing kilowatt 
hours through solar and has less average 
annual sunshine than Seattle, he said.

Hertz said a southern roof exposure 
without shade trees works best.

If a customer’s system produces excess 
energy, it can be sent to the utility, which 
earns the account credits at the same rate 
that is paid.

During the presentation, Hertz pointed 
out several high profile commercial 
property owners in and around Mount 
Kisco who have successfully used solar 
energy, such as Diamond Properties, 
residential developer William Balter and 

Peter Finkelstein, owner of Mount Kisco 
Truck & Auto Parts.

Also in attendance last Wednesday 
were Mount Kisco Mayor Michael 
Cindrich and Bedford Supervisor Chris 
Burdick who agreed that the Solarize 
Bedford-Mt Kisco program isn’t only 
good for the environment but for the 
bottom line as well.

“We wouldn’t be doing it if we not only 
thought it was good for the pocketbook 
but also the environment,” Burdick said.

Bedford 2020, a town program 
which has committed to reducing that 

municipality’s carbon footprint, has 
partnered with the Solarize campaign. 
Bedford 2020 Executive Director Midge 
Iorio said since the residential launch 
on Jan. 31, more than 100 homeowners 
have signed up for solar in the two 
communities. The Ross Solar Group 
of Pleasantville was retained as the 
residential contractor.

Orville said Solarize Westchester plans 
to introduce several more communities 
to the program later this year. In the area, 
the Town of Cortlandt and Village of 
Croton-on-Hudson have signed up.

Armonk. 1 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

Wednesday, Apr. 22
Support Group for Alzheimer’s 

Caregivers. Temple Shaaray Tefila and 
Westchester Jewish Community Services 
have scheduled this forum to provide 
a place for caregivers to discuss their 
feelings, share their experiences and 
support one another. A specialist from 
the Alzheimer’s Association will lead the 
group and provide educational materials 
and information. All welcome. Temple 
Shaaray Tefila’s Youth Lounge, 89 Baldwin 
Rd., Baldwin Corners. 11 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. Free. Meets the second and fourth 
Wednesday of each month. Registration 
required. Info and registration: Contact 
the Alzheimer’s Association at 800-272-
3900 or visit www.alz.org/hudsonvalley.

“Congo in Four Acts.” Initiated as a 
project to help young Democratic Republic 
of Congo filmmakers develop their craft, 
this work is a quartet of short films telling 
the story of various aspects of life in the 
African nation. Neuberger Museum of Art, 
735 Anderson Hill Rd., Purchase. 12:30 
p.m. $5. Seniors (62 and up): $3. Students, 
staff, faculty and museum members: 
Free. Info: 914–251–6100 or visit www.
neuberger.org.

Art Discussion Series: Hans Holbein 
the Younger. Born after Columbus 
discovered America, Holbein the Younger 
learned to paint from his father, an 
accomplished painter in his own right. 
With a letter of recommendation from 
Erasmus, this Northern Renaissance 
artist was renowned for his portraits, 
book design and religious art. Led by 
Professor Valerie Franco. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887 
or www.northcastlelibrary.org.

Thursday, Apr. 23
From Stripes to Liveries: The Dress of 

Africans in Renaissance Art. Come hear 
Paul Kaplan, Purchase College professor of 
art history, share insights into the history of 
early Western attempts to explore the form 
and meaning of African textiles and dress 
through representations of black African 
figures in artworks from the Renaissance 
in Europe. Neuberger Museum of Art, 735 
Anderson Hill Rd., Purchase. 4:30 p.m. 
$5. Seniors: $3. Museum members, SUNY 
Purchase students, faculty and staff and 
children (12 and under): Free. Info: 914-
251-6100 or visit www.neuberger.org.

Money Smart Week Series: Investing 
Over the Lifespan. At different stages of 
life we have different goals. How should 
we invest to have the best chance of 

funding our goals? Why is it important to 
maintain a well-diversified portfolio, even 
in retirement? Why do most investors buy 
high and sell low? Explore the answers 
and learn the one proven method for 
increasing return while reducing risk. 
Presented by Anthony DeVito, certified 
financial planner and past president of the 
Greater Hudson Valley Financial Planning 
Association. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 6:30 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

What’s Happening at Fordham’s Louis 
Calder Center Biological Field Station? 
Tomas Daniels, director of Fordham 
University’s Calder Center Biological Field 
Station, will introduce the Armonk-based 
center to the community that they have 
been stationed in for over 40 years. He 
will describe the ecological research at the 
center, the importance of field stations to 
their community and reveal the mystery 
of what goes on behind the closed gates. 
The first part of an ongoing series. North  
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 6:30 p.m. Free. Info: 
914-273-3887.

“Orphans.” A Small Town Theatre 
Production about  two brothers, one 
sensitive and reclusive and the other who 
supports his damaged younger sibling by 
petty thievery, makes the house a virtual 
prison for him--before the older brother 

kidnaps a rich, older man who turns out 
to be the father figure the boys have always 
yearned for. Hergenhan Recreation Center, 
40 Maple Ave., Armonk. 8 p.m. $15. Also 
Apr. 25. Info and reservations: Visit www.
smalltowntheatre.com.

Friday, April 24
Rummage Sale. Pleasantville 

Presbyterian Church, 400 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Also Apr. 25 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. (Bargain Day with 
50 percent off most items.) Info: 914-769-
0458 or visit www.pvillepresby.org.

Money Smart Week Series: Estate 
Planning and Asset Protection. James 
L. Hyer, Esq., a partner with Bashian & 
Farber, will lead this seminar, touching on 
basic estate planning tools; those seeking 
to minimize federal and state estate taxes; 
reduce vulnerability to creditors; and 
protect disabled relatives. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk.1  p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

Pizza With Author Jennifer Lyne. A 
new area resident, Lyne will stop by to 
chat about writing and her debut novel 
“Catch Rider,” a “horse story” that received 
a starred review in Kirkus magazine. For 
students in grades 6-12. Chappaqua Public 
Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 
3:30 to 4:30 p.m. Free. Info: 914-238-4779 
or www.chappaqualibrary.org.

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO
Doug Hertz, owner of  Sunrise Solar Solutions, makes his presentation to Mount Kisco and Bedford 
business owners on Apr. 8 pitching the advantages of  solar energy.

continued from page 24
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EXAMINERÊMEDIA Classifi eds 041415

WALK TO CREATE A WORLD
FREE OF MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS!

04.18.15
Staten Island
Cloves Lake Park 
04.19.15
New York City
Pier 26 
Orange County
Crane Park 
04.25.15
Rockland County
Rockland Lake State Park 
04.26.15
Westchester County
Glen Island Park 
Putnam County
Mahopac Volunteer Fire Department

NYC – Southern NY
2015
presented locally by:

REGISTER TODAY!
walkMSnyc.org • 212-463-9791

ADOPTION
Warmhearted couple wishes to give un-
conditional love to an infant. Get to know 
us at: RichandRenee@hotmail.com 315-
200-3559. http://adoption.com/pro� les/
ReneeAndRich_30276-77

Unplanned Pregnancy? Caring li-
censed adoption agency provides � -
nancial and emotional support. Choose 
from loving pre-approved families. Call 
Joy toll free 1-866-922-3678 or con� -
dential email:Adopt@ForeverFamilies-
� roughAdoption.org

AUTOÊDONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
bene� ting Make-A-Wish.  We o� er free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible. Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
bene� ting Make-A-Wish. We o� er free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

EVENTS
Rinaldi Flea Markets Open Every Sun-
day through October. 900 Dutchess 
Turnpike Poughkeepsie. See you there! 

RINALDIFLEAMARKETS.COM

FINANCIALÊAID
Parents! Having trouble with college 
funding?  Get personal help with � nan-
cial aid forms for free grants. Visit www.
sourcesforstudents.com or call Paul An-
thony Rivers at (914)358-1700.

FORÊSALE
1999 ULTRA  CLASSIC  HARLEY DA-
VIDSON Loaded 23k Excellent condition 
Asking $9,900 Email Bob At Ltrjs@aol.
com 914-248-5844 home 914-420-0564 
cell 

Privacy Hedges - SPRING Blowout Sale 
6�  Arborvitae (cedar) Reg $129 Now $59 
Beautiful, Nursery Grown. FREE Installa-
tion/FREE delivery 518-536-1367 www.
lowcosttrees.com Limited Supply!

HELPÊWANTED
ATTEND AVIATION COLLEGE Get 
FAA approved Aviation Maintenance 
training. Financial aid for quali� ed stu-
dents. Job placement assistance. Call AIM 
for free information 866-296-7093
MR.BULTS'S is currently hiring expe-
rienced Class A CDL Drivers in the NY 

state. If interested in applying, please text 
"Haul" to 55000 or www.mrbults.com/ca-
reers

Can You Dig It? Heavy Equipment Op-
erator Career! Receive Hands On Train-
ing And National Certi� cations Operat-
ing Bulldozers, Backhoes & Excavators.
Lifetime Job Placement.Veteran Bene� ts 
Eligible 1-877-926-2441

INÊHOMEÊPETÊSITTING
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Catering to 
the most discerning dog owners in West-
chester. Our home will be their home. 24/7 
one on one love. Boarding, daycare, walks 
& transportation services available. Book 
a reservation at info@pleasantpawsinn.
com or 914-773-2020 or 914-906-8414. 
9 Hobby St., Pleasantville.

LANDÊFORÊSALE
ABANDONED FARM! 34 acres 
-$169,900 Upstate NY farmhouse, barn, 
apple orchard, woods, long gated drive, 
incredible setting! Terms avail! 888-905-
8847 newyorklandandlakes.com

UPSTATE NY WATERFRONT! 7 
acres-$59,900 400 feet of pristine front-
age on bass lake! All woods, town rd, utils, 
gorgeous setting! EZ terms. 888-479-3394 
newyorklandandlakes.com

RUSHING STREAM- CHRISTMAS 
TREE FARM- 6 acres- $26,900 BUY BE-
FORE MAY 1ST AND TAKE $5,000 OFF! 
Gated drive, views, stunning upstate NY 
setting! Town rd, utils, terms! 888-701-
7509

MISCÊFORÊSALE
KILL STINK BUGS! Harris Stink Bug 
Spray. Indoor/ Outdoor,  Odorless. Non-
Staining. E� ective results begin a� er spray 
dries. Available: Hardware Stores, � e 
Home Depot, homedepot.com

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

MORTGAGES
Your Homeownership Partner. � e State 
of NY Mortgage Agency o� ers special 
programs for veterns, active-duty military 
National Guard and reservists.  www.so-
nyma.org. 1-800-382-HOME(4663)

OUTÊOFÊSTATEÊREALÊESTATE
Sebastian, Florida Beautiful 55+ manu-
factured home community. 4.4 miles to 
the beach, Close to riverfront district. 
New models from $85,000. 772-581-0080, 
www.beach-cove.com

REALÊESTATE
Delaware: Several new home communi-
ties close to lower Delaware's Bays and 
Beaches starting from $99,000 (mobiles) 
to $209,000 (stick built). 302-653-7700 
or www.LenapeBuilders.net or www.
BonAyreHomes.com

VACATIONÊRENTALS
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of a� ordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open 
daily. Holiday Resort Services. 1-800-
638-2102. Online reservations: www.holi-
dayoc.com

WANTED
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT
914-654-1683 

CASH for Coins! Buying Gold & Silver. 
Also Stamps, Paper Money, Comics, En-
tire Collections, Estates. Travel to your 
home. Call Marc in NY: 1-800-959-3419

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR

To Place a Classified Ad 
CallÊ914-864-0878

or e-mail classifieds
@theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm for 

the next weekʼs publication
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The process of 
making wine, with 
its natural life cycle 
of fruit-producing 
grapevines to 
fermented juice to 
bottled wine, has 
been carried on 
for millennia. For 
all of the modern 
technology and 

techniques, it remains an ancient art best 
expressed as a simple, natural process.

There are numerous parallels to 
winemaking in the natural world that man 
has usurped and attempted to improve 
upon. Man has endeavored to enhance 
wine and even to extend winemaking 
techniques to other agricultural harvests. 
These parallels may be grouped into two 
broad categories: micro siblings and 
macro siblings. 

I refer to micro siblings as beverages 
that begin with grapes, follow the recipe 
for making wine, but then digress at 
critical points in the process to create 
unique, enhanced beverages bearing only 
fundamental similarities to wine. 

Macro siblings undergo a production 
cycle that is similar to wine, but begin 
with a dissimilar agricultural product. 
More on this next week.

This week, I’ll focus on micro siblings. 
These can be as diverse as vodkas 

distilled from grapes (Cîroc being the 
most popular), fortified wines (Port, 
Sherry, Madeira and Vermouth) or 
distilled spirits. In the latter category, the 
most prominent are brandies, principally 
from the Cognac and Gascony regions of 
France. 

A distinction between fortified wines 
and distilled spirits is in order. For 
fortified wines, traditionally produced 
wines are supplemented with additional 
alcohol, typically in the form of brandy 
(yielding 18 to 20 percent alcohol by 
volume). In distilled spirits, the wine is 
reduced to its essence through a still. 

Charles Neal, author of several books 
on brandy, offers this definition: “The 
main objective is to heat wine until it 
boils, purely condense its vapors, and 
finally reconvert this steam into liquid 
form again.” (Here the yield is 40 to 46 
percent alcohol by volume.)

I began to ponder the inherent 
similarities and dissimilarities of micro 
siblings at a private tasting luncheon I 
attended last week, sampling 12 offerings 
of a French wine and spirits producer, 
Chateau du Tariquet, from the Gascony 
region in southwestern France. The 
winemaker, Armin Grassa, whose family 
has been associated with the winery for 
over 100 years, represented the Chateau.

Their offerings? Two distinctive lines: 
wines (a rarity in Gascony) and distilled 

spirits (the essence of the region). 
This unique approach to winemaking 

offered me an insight into the distinction 
between traditionally processed wines 
and their micro siblings.

Visualize the harvest season at Chateau 
du Tariquet. International and local 
indigenous white grapes are crushed and 
fermented. The grapes for Armagnac 
are Ugni Blanc, Folle Blanche, Baco and 
Plant de Graisse. For wines, Ugni Blanc, 
Chenin Blanc, Colombard, Chardonnay, 
Sauvignon Blanc and Semillon are grown. 
A dessert wine is also produced from 
Gros Manseng and Petit Manseng grapes. 

The fermented wine grapes progress to 
holding tanks for aging. The fermented 
Armagnac grapes are processed through 
an alambic distiller. The resulting spirits 
are aged from five to 
more than 15 years 
before release.

The eight wines I 
sampled were excellent 
expressions of grapes 
not typically found in 
wine shops, principally 
the blends from the 
above noted grapes. The 
price points were all reasonable, in the $10 
to $15 retail price range. I encourage you 
to experiment with several of the single 
varietal and blended wines. You may find 
your next favorite white wine.

I enjoyed four expressions of the Grassa 
family Armagnacs, ranging from a single 
varietal Folle Blanche, to a 1995 single 
vintage blend, to the Centenaire, a 100th 
Grassa anniversary blend. 

The underlying profile of the 
Armagnacs was distinctive from other 
brandies and Cognacs I have consumed. 
The bouquet resounded of orange, plum, 
quince and apricot, some of fresh fruit, 
others of preserved fruit. These were 
complemented by notes of vanilla and 
caramel. The barrel aging produced an 
earthy, rustic essence that enhanced the 
overall flavors and aromas in my glass.

If it seems that I thoroughly enjoyed 
my tasting event, then I have succeeded 
in relaying my enthusiasm for the wines 
and spirits of Chateau du Tariquet. Such 

winemakers contribute 
to the diverse and 
adventurous world of 
wine’s micro siblings. 

Nick Antonaccio is a 35-
year Pleasantville resident. 
For over 15 years he has 
conducted wine tastings 
and lectures. He also offers 
personalized wine tastings 

and wine travel services. Nick’s credo: 
continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

An Exploration Into Changing Wines Into Spirits 
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Through the 
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By Martin Wilbur
When the Armonk Chamber of 

Commerce was looking for a person in 
the community to honor as its Citizen of 
the Year, it was a pretty easy choice, said 
President Neal Schwartz.

This year the discussion for the 
organization’s third annual award pretty 
much began and ended with The Small 
Town Theatre Company co-founder Sam 
Morell.

“It’s kind of like he’s everywhere,” 
Schwartz said. “The thing that struck me 
most is that everything he does, he does 
with high quality and he certainly does a lot 
of work for the community.”

The chamber will honor Morell on 
Tuesday, May 12 at the Whippoorwill Club. 

The nearly daylong event, starts at 12:30 
p.m. with the opening of the golf range 
following by a shotgun start of the day’s golf 
round at 1 p.m.

There will be cocktails at 5:30 p.m. with 
dinner an hour later.

Morell, 68, who recently retired as a 
chemical engineer to concentrate on his 
own business, may be best known in recent 
years for establishing The Small Town 
Theatre Company with Donna Garr. The 
group stages productions at Hergenhan 
Recreation Center in Armonk and also in 
Bedford and has organized a free summer 
concert series in Wampus Brook Park.

But since shortly after moving to Armonk 
in 1996, Morell has been involved in a wide 
assortment of volunteer efforts that go 

beyond the local theater group. 
Morell said he has done what he can to 

help out at a variety of town events and 
committees because he has always tried 
to make the town where he lives a better 
place. He said it was gratifying to have the 
chamber recognize his contributions.

“I’m really a big believer in having a 
responsibility to give back to the community 
to help any way you can,” Morell said.

Since the golf and dinner event was 
scheduled for spring for the first time this 
year, Schwartz said he anticipates a much 
greater turnout. Last year, when it was held 
in the fall, he estimated about100 guests. 

For more information about the 
2015 Citizen of the Year Golf and 
Dinner event, contact Neal Schwartz 
at 914-273-2353 or e-mail president@
armonkchamberofcommerce.com or visit 
www.armonkchamberofcommerce.org.

Armonk Chamber to Honor Morell as Citizen of the Year

The Armonk Chamber of  Commerce announced 
recently that Sam Morell will be the 2015 Citizen 
of  the Year. Morell will be honored at an event at 
the Whippoorwill Club on May 12.

The Pleasantville Tennis Club will be hosting a Kids 
Day on Saturday, Apr. 25 at 2 p.m. 

The club invites the community at large to visit 
the club, free of charge, to see its facilities and enjoy 
light refreshments. Lessons and other activities will 
be offered at no cost. The centerpiece of the day’s 
activities will be the club’s new court, designed for 
children 10 years old and younger. 

 “The 10-and-under court, which we believe 
is the first such court in the Northeast built to 

USTA specifications, will enable young children 
to experience the joys of our sport,” said club Vice 
President Tom May. “The smaller court, along with 
specialized balls and smaller rackets, will allow young 
children to achieve success on the court. We are very 
excited about this addition.” 

The club also offers six regulation Har-Tru courts 
for adults.

Pleasantville Tennis Club is member-run and 
owned and devoted strictly to tennis. It has programs 

for children four and five years old and five to 16 
years old. There is a camp for four- to seven-year-
old children and those eight to 17. The club has nine 
separate teams (three men’s, five women’s and one 
junior) for different skill levels. Included in this is a 
senior team for men.

The event will be held Sunday, Apr. 26 at 2 p.m. in 
the event of rain. For more information and to request 
a brochure, call Marielise Watts at 914-769-7931 or 
visit www.PleasantvilleTennisClub.com.

Pleasantville Tennis Club to Host Kids Day Apr. 25

P’ville Fire Dept. to Hold Apr. 
25 Recruitment Open House

Hope’s Door, a Pleasantville-based 
nonprofit organization that seeks to 
end domestic violence and to empower 
victims to achieve safety, independence 
and healing from the trauma of abuse, is 
celebrating 35 years of service to domestic 
violence victims and their families 
throughout Westchester.  

Hope’s Door’s Friends Committee is 
hosting the 35th annual Spring Gala on 
Friday, Apr. 24 at The Apawamis Club in 
Rye. Ingrid Connolly of Waccabuc will 
be honored for her dedication to Hope’s 
Door’s mission for 22 years. News 12 
Westchester anchor Scott McGee will be 
the emcee and the Joe D’Elia Band will be 
the evening’s entertainment.  

“I’ve been with the organization for 18 
years, and I have seen countless examples 
of the extraordinary strength, courage and 
resiliency of those we serve,” said Hope’s 
Door Executive Director CarlLa Horton. 
“I have also witnessed the extraordinary 
generosity of those who share in our 
mission and support our work in countless 
ways. In  the years to come – and until we 
end domestic violence – we will need your 
help to keep our doors and hearts open to 
those who yearn for safety, independence 
and healing from the trauma of abuse.”

The gala will feature a cocktail hour, live 

and silent auction, Fund-a-Need, dinner 
and dancing. The goal is to fundraise for 
the many services Hope’s Door provides 
to the victims of abuse, their families and 
the community.

To be a sponsor, contact Jennifer Ryan 
Safsel, director of development and 
community relations, at 914-747-0828 
ext. 1005.

For more information, to purchase 
tickets or to make a donation to 
this anniversary gala, visit www.
HopesDoorNY.org/Events/35th-
Annual-Spring-Gala/ or contact Lindsay 
Amoroso, development associate, at 914-
747-0828 ext. 1009.

Hope’s Door’s to Host 35th 
Annual Spring Gala 

Some of  Hope’s Door Friends Committee 
members, who are hosting its 35th annual Spring 
Gala on Apr. 24.

The Pleasantville Volunteer Fire 
Department will open its doors to area 
residents so they can learn about what it 
takes to be a volunteer firefighter in their 
community as part of the fifth annual 
RecruitNY statewide initiative. 

Over the last several years, it has 
been difficult for many volunteer fire 
departments throughout New York State 
to recruit and retain volunteers for a 
variety of reasons. Like most volunteer 
departments, Pleasantville must bolster its 
emergency responder numbers so it can 
continue to provide the optimum level of 
protection for its residents. 

As part of RecruitNY, on Saturday, 
Apr. 25 between 8 a.m. and noon, the 
Pleasantville Volunteer Fire Department, 
located at 75 Washington Ave., will join 
volunteer departments across the state at 
their firehouses for a unified recruitment 
drive. Not only will RecruitNY be an 
opportunity to highlight the rewards and 
responsibilities that come with being a 
volunteer firefighter, it will also raise public 
awareness about the need for volunteers. 

“Come on out and join us for this 
unique recruitment day at our firehouse,” 
said Chief Aimee Deiter. “This is a great 
opportunity for our neighbors to observe 
the exciting tasks of a firefighter. Our 
current members love what they do; they 
are everyday heroes who help neighbors 

in need. We hope our recruitment day will 
inspire other area residents to join our fire 
service family.”

Throughout the morning, the 
department will conduct tours of the 
station and firefighter apparatus, allow 
visitors to try on firefighter gear and provide 
activities and fascinating informational 
opportunities throughout the firehouse 
for visitors. Department representatives 
will discuss the requirements needed 
to be a volunteer, as well as conduct 
demonstrations, answer questions and let 
visitors know how to get involved.

Last year, more than 500 fire 
departments in 55 counties across the state 
held recruitment open houses. 

Established in 2011, RecruitNY is a joint 
undertaking by the Firemen’s Association 
of the State of New York (FASNY), the 
New York State Association of Fire Chiefs 
(NYSAFC), Association

of Fire Districts of New York State, 
Volunteer Fire Police Association of the 
state of New York, 

and County Fire Coordinators 
Association of the state of New York.

For area residents looking for more 
information, or to find out if your fire 
department is participating in RecruitNY, 
visit www.recruitny.org or contact your 
local fire department via a non-emergency 
phone number on its website.  
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By Jerry Eimbinder
Leslie Lampert is the founder and 

proprietor of the popular Mount Kisco 
restaurant Café of Love, Ladle of Love 
(takeout only) and Love on the Run (off-
premise catering).

Just over a decade ago she was one of 
America’s leading food writers. A senior 
editor at Ladies Home Journal, she wrote 
food features, among other responsibilities.

But Lampert liked making soup at 
home for her fledgling gift basket business 
so much that she decided to give up 
journalism to pursue a career in the food 
business. Her “reinvention of herself ” was 
brought to the attention of a vast television 
audience on “The Oprah Winfrey Show” 
in 2008.

“It’s all about love,” Lampert said about 
her endeavors, “Love of food, community 
and cooking with a conscious.” 

She sources many local ingredients 
and products and stresses the importance 
of contributing to the neighborhood’s 
economic (and overall) health.

Lampert, a White Plains resident, 
finished the 2015 spring dinner menu 
for Café of Love about a week ago and it 
debuted last weekend. She wrote the menu 
and the recipes. 

“The kitchen staff creates the dishes with 
French technique and a whole lotta love,” 
she said.

The varied spring menu consists of 14 
appetizers and 13 entrees — most of which 
are new dishes. 

“The farmhouse salad and the 
bouillabaisse will stay on the menu forever; 
there would be a mutiny by my guests if I 
ever took them off,” Lambert commented.   

No cuisine is off limits for Café of 
Love, which changes menus about every 
10 weeks with dishes derived from many 
continents. 

“Customers can go on a global trip food-
wise. That is why when the meal ends, the 
bill arrives in a passport,” Lampert pointed 
out.

Café of Love’s appetizers include Korean 
Bulgogi steak skewers with chopped green 
onion kimchee and gochujang sauce 
($12); roasted chicken Shawarma taco 
with chopped Turkish salad, tahini aioli 
and corn tortilla ($12); and shrimp mojito 
ceviche lettuce wraps with Amba Farm 
butter lettuce and serrano-agave drizzle 
($12).

For some items, the menu identifies the 
local supplier used as a source, such as 
Amba Farm greens, Daisy Hill Farm herbs, 
John Fazio duck and Sugar Hill steak.

Seafood includes Atlantic salmon ($29), 
crusted Mahi Mahi ($33), pan-seared 
Long Island hake ($26) and seafood 
bouillabaisse with shrimp, mussels, hake, 
prawn, tomatoes and saffron-fennel broth 
($34). 

The spring menu also includes a 

$16 hamburger and the $18 signature 
farmhouse salad that comes with 11 
ingredients. Chicken, shrimp or salmon 
can be added at extra cost.

Pasta whisperer Esvin Perez Garcia 
receives special praise from Lampert. 

“Perfect pillow gnocchis — pappardelle 
to make a Paisano proud,” she said.

Bar manager Justin Pollack gets a nod 
of approval, too, for his signature beverage 
called “Blood Orange Bourbon Thawed.”

Café of Love has two ongoing $15 
specials: burger and beer on Tuesdays and 
wine and wings on Wednesdays. It is open 
for lunch and dinner every day except 
Monday and for brunch on Saturday and 
Sunday.

Chef de Cuisine Hector Coronel has 
been minding the stove at Café of Love 
since the start more than seven years ago. 
He trained at a little cafe called Restaurant 
Cummanda in his hometown of Quito, 
Ecuador. When he was only 15, he 
mastered the preparation of a local favorite 
-- sopa de pollo (chicken stew). 

He arrived in America in 1994, worked 
at several local restaurants and developed 
Café of Love’s searing technique for fish 
and beef. 

“For me, cooking is relaxing. Love the 
fast pace and the structure of working with 
the guys on the line,” he said.

Kitchen Manager Mike Donnelly was 
classically trained at The French Culinary 
Institute in Manhattan (now called the 
International Culinary Center). He’s the 

newest team member, having joined the 
restaurant five years ago. 

“The kitchen is my comfort zone,” 
Donnelly said. “I hung out with my Irish 
grandma watching her cook from recipes 
in ‘The Joy of Cooking’ and ‘The New 
York Times Cookbook.’ When I was five 
years old, I already knew I would make my 
career in the kitchen.” 

He began as an overnight cook at Ladle 
of Love, and shortly after, moved to Café 
of Love. He is the first one to arrive in the 

morning and often the last one to leave.
Lampert said Cafe of Love manager 

Amanda Gomolka makes sure the rhythm 
stays on point, ensuring each guest has a 
memorable experience.

Ladle of Love is headed by manager 
Jennifer Mendez and lead cook Jackson 
Lopez. It has no tables or chairs, just an 
order and pickup counter and a kitchen. 

The frequently changing menu offers 
hot and cold items for lunch including 
sandwiches, salads, stews and of course — 
soup. 

For lunch and dinner, the entrees 
typically include chicken, pasta and grain 
dishes, with vegan and gluten-free items 
always among the choices. Ladle of Love 
is open Monday through Friday from 10 
a.m. to 7 p.m. and Saturdays from 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. 

Many Café of Love and Ladle of Love 
soups and stews are available at Mrs. Green’s 
Natural Markets. Lampert’s establishments 
support local charities and community 
organizations ranging from the Leukemia 
and Lymphoma Society and Little League 
to land trust and lunch programs. Ladle of 
Love won the Forbes Enterprise Award in 
2008 and The Love Group received four 
Snail of Approval Awards from Slow Food 
Metro North in 2013.

Café of Love is located at 38 E. Main 
St. in Mount Kisco. Call 914-242-1002  
or visit www.cafeofloveny.com for more 
information.

JERRY EIMBINDER PHOTO
The chocolate chip waffle is available at Cafe of  
Lové for those diners who want to finish off  their 
meal with something sweet and delicious.

Spring Menu Unveiled at Mt. Kisco’s Café of Love 

Chappaqua Bistro Helps Mt. Kisco Pantry Raise Funds in New Program
By Martin Wilbur

When local residents look for a place 
to go out to eat in Chappaqua, Le Jardin 
du Roi on King Street has been one of the 
more popular destinations over the past 14 
years. 

Now when patrons dine at the French 
Bistro, they not only can enjoy a meal out 
with friends or family, but can help others 
who are having a hard time putting food 
on the table.

In February, Le Jardin co-owner Joe 
Quartararo partnered with the Mount 
Kisco Interfaith Food Pantry to serve as 
the initial participant in the Shared Plates 
program. When each table receives its 
check, customers will also find a card in 
the bill folder where they may opt to add 
$1, $2, $5 or any amount to their check. 
The money that is added to the bill goes to 
the pantry.

Quartararo said he was honored to have 
his establishment launch the program.

“It’s great to be involved with a terrific 
organization like the Pantry,” he said. 
“We’re happy to be the ones introducing 
Shared Plates.”

The program is based on a similar 
concept that was started in London, said 

Lena Cavanna, one of the 
members of the food pantry 
board. For every dollar 
donated, the pantry can buy 
$4 of food, she said.

Since its launch, a few 
more restaurants have been 
included in the area served by 
the Mount Kisco Interfaith 
Food Pantry, which is based 
out of the United Methodist 
Church of Mount Kisco on 
East Main Street and is open 
for distribution on Tuesdays 
from 5 to 7 p.m. and 
Wednesdays from 9:30 to 11 
a.m. In addition to Mount 
Kisco and Chappaqua, 
the pantry’s territory also 
stretches to Bedford and 
Armonk. 

Cavanna said there has 
been positive feedback from 
the public since the program’s inception 
nearly two months ago. At first, there was 
some concern about whether patrons 
would be put off by the request, she said. 
Organizers realized that the card couldn’t 
simply be left on the table, and found a 

discreet way to make sure 
diners see it without feeling 
pressured.

She hopes to eventually 
have a wide assortment of 
establishments throughout 
the area to participate in 
Shared Plates. 

The Mount Kisco 
Interfaith Food Pantry 
serves more than 300 people 
a week. 

“When you think about 
that number and when you 
think of the rich area that 
we live in, it’s a shame that 
we have hungry people,” 
Cavanna said.

All of the pantry’s food, 
which includes fresh 
produce, dairy, frozen meat 
and fish, non-perishable 
staples, fresh eggs and 

bread, is bought through donations and 
fundraising efforts, she said. Its budget is 
about $200,000 a year.

For more information about the Mount 
Kisco Interfaith Food Pantry, visit www.
mountkiscofoodpantry.org.

Le Jardin du Roi owner Joe 
Quartararo with manager 
Wendy Egan, They were the 
first restaurant to participate 
in the Mount Kisco Interfaith 
Food Pantry’s Shared Plates 
program. The initiative asks 
patrons to donate as little as 
$1 to help the pantry.
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Pleasantville Board of Ed Awards Three Bids; No Decision on Turf
priced at about $250,000 and $400,000 
more than the crumb rubber, respectively. 

The lowest bid came from King’s 
Capital Construction in Dobbs Ferry, 
which submitted a base bid of $1,403,200 
for crumb rubber infill. It could also use 
an organic infill, which consists of 90 
percent coconut and 10 percent cork, for 
an additional $105,000. 

District officials explained that even 
though the organic infill is priced 
slightly higher, they are able to consider 
it as an option because bids for other 

projects came in lower than expected. 
In addition, the second phase of the 
capital improvements project, which 
is currently awaiting state Education 
Department (SED) approval and includes 
$1 million worth of technology and safety 
improvements, can be funded from the 
Smart Schools Bond Act for technology 
upgrades instead of using money from 
the $3.5 million bond approved by district 
voters last May. 

“The long and the short of it is, though, 
the way the numbers came in, when it 
comes to the fields, economically we have 
two very viable choices,” McGaffey said. 

Although crumb rubber remains on 
the table for now, some residents are 
steadfastly against using the substance 
because they believe the product is 
linked to an increased cancer risk. There 
is currently no definitive scientific link 
between crumb rubber and cancer. 

“I feel it’s a choice between something 
we believe is toxic, [which] has a lot of 
pointers it is toxic, and something that 
may be possible for a bit more money, 
and I very strongly recommend the board 
considers the health of our children,” said 
resident Helen Meurer. “I don’t feel there’s 
a need to install something that the public 
is finding to be inappropriate for children 
to play on.” 

Matthew Finkelstein, a founding 
member of Parents Advocating Clean 

TurfGrass (PACT), submitted a petition 
to the board of education asking that it 
choose the safest nontoxic option that 
is independently certified and doesn’t 
include carbon black, carcinogens, BPA 
or other chemicals.  

D’Angelo said he’s not sure that any 
product will meet every requirement in 
the petition, but explained that a material 
data sheet will give a detailed summary 
of the chemicals and materials that will 
be in the product that is selected. This 
information will not be obtained until the 
bid is awarded, however. 

Finkelstein and other residents were 
also concerned about the materials to 
be used in the drainage pad that will 
be underneath each field, especially at 
Bedford Road School (BRS), which will 
use only a shock absorbing pad without 
any infill. They asked that the board 
utilize polypropylene, which they believe 
to be the most benign substance for the 
project, as opposed to polystyrene, which 
is essentially Styrofoam and contains a 
variety of chemicals. 

District officials said they can request 
that the eventual contractor use one 
product over another, but can’t require it 
because it was not included in the original 
bid specifications. 

The board will vote to award the bid 
for the athletic field’s project and decide 
which infill will be used at its meeting 

tonight (Tuesday). 
Last week they awarded the bids for 

the three remaining aspects of the Phase 
1 projects. The bid for site construction, 
which consists of paving and sidewalk 
repairs at BRS, was awarded to Avanti 
Building Construction Corp. of Mount 
Vernon for $123,800. The general 
construction bid, which includes changes 
to the BRS vestibule doors and removal 
and replacement of the asbestos ceilings 
at the middle school, was awarded to 
Peter A. Camilli & Sons of Pleasantville 
for $280,000. The middle school roof 
replacement bid of $867,500 went to Sea 
Breeze General Construction, Inc. of 
Astoria, Queens.

The board also added a concrete pad 
near the dumpsters at BRS for $11,000 
and partial replacement of the middle 
school roof for $13,500. That section was 
not included in the original bid because 
it is only 10 years old, but Director of 
Facilities Steve Chamberlain explained 
that replacing it now would be easier than 
attempting to repair the roof ’s hard-to-
reach portions in the future. 

“I would hate to redo the roof, and five 
or six years from now that small area starts 
to leak, then you have to stage something 
up on a roof that you’ve just redone,” he 
said. 

continued from page 1
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By Janine Bowen
While most teenagers may spend 

their summers lounging by the pool, a 
select group of Pleasantville High School 
students have elected to spend their time 
off halfway around the world and engage 
in community service and cultural 
emersion. 

On Apr. 24, students in the 
Pleasantville International Association 
(PIA) will share their experiences of 
having traveled abroad last summer 
during the annual International Night 
held at the Holy Innocents Church social 
hall. 

At the event, the 12 students who 
took trips last year will each prepare 
appetizers from the country they visited 
while the four students who plan to 
travel this summer will make desserts 
that are popular in their destination of 
choice. The event features an open bar 
with international wine and beer, silent 
and live auctions and performances 
from three local bands. 

“It’s a nice evening. It’s good food 
and…it’s all decorated with all of the 
flags and we do international themes 
and international music,” said PIA co-
President Elizabeth Kwiat.  

Kwiat’s daughter, Katelynn, traveled 
to Botswana last summer where she 
lived with a local family for three weeks. 
During her visit, she experienced 
what it was like to live with a family 

with eight children, began to learn the 
native language and helped to paint a 
wildlife center. While Katelynn Kwiat, 
a high school junior, was able to live in 
a home with electricity, other program 
participants lived a more primitive 
lifestyle. 

Pleasantville High School senior Katie 
O’Neil went to Tanzania where she lived 
in huts with a local tribe for a portion 
of her stay. Both girls noted that they 
experienced some culture shock at the 
start, needing to adjust to new foods, an 
abundance of chores and a slower pace 
of life. 

“They don’t keep track of time. They 
just do what they have to do; nothing’s 
rushed, you don’t have to be at a certain 
place at a certain time, O’Neil said. 

Kwiat and O’Neil agreed that their 
experiences were unique and urged other 
students to participate. Elizabeth Kwiat 
said traveling abroad makes students 
more independent and gives them a 
sense of accomplishment that many high 
school kids don’t experience.

PIA requires that each student in a 
given year visits a different country. 
Participants meet up with students 
in similar programs from around the 
country and travel with them. 

Kwiat and O’Neil said their trips gave 
them an opportunity to make friends 
with people they would not have met 
otherwise. Kwiat added that she is already 

planning to reunite with members of her 
group this summer. 

“From a parent’s perspective, there 
were more tears when she came home 
than when I dropped her off,” said 
Elizabeth Kwiat. 

International Night is scheduled for 7 
p.m. Tickets are $25 in advance or $30 at 
the door for adults and $10 for seniors 
and children under 18. The event is one 
of two big fundraisers PIA hosts each 

year. Proceeds are given to students as a 
stipend to help fund their trip. 

Currently, PIA is open only to 
sophomores or juniors, but Elizabeth 
Kwiat explained that freshman will be 
able to participate for the first time 
next year. Although students will still 
be unable to embark on their trip until 
sophomore year, the younger students 
will be given the extra year to participate 
in PIA fundraisers to save for the trip. 

P’ville Students to Talk Up Their Travels Abroad at Annual Event

By Martin Wilbur
Students in AP European History 

classes at Pleasantville and Fox Lane high 
schools had a special opportunity last 
week to listen and interact with one of 
the world’s acclaimed historical scholars.

The Jacob Burns Film Center, in 
conjunction with its ongoing Jewish 
Film Festival, was able to arrange for the 
screening of a nearly one-hour episode 
of Simon Schama’s “Story of the Jews,” a 
five-episode project that was originally 
produced for and aired on BBC in 2013 
before being shown last year on PBS in 
the U.S.

Before the Apr. 9 screening, Schama, a 
Briarcliff Manor resident and a professor 
of history and art history at Columbia 
University, spoke to the students about 
the documentary, then participated in a 
Q&A about various issues raised in the 
episode. 

The episode that was shown, “Leap 
of Faith,” traced the transformation of 
Jewish life in Europe when progressive 
thinkers of the Enlightenment 
encouraged greater participation of Jews 
in society.

The result transported Jews from the 
ghettos to astonishing accomplishments 
and career successes, including the great 
composer Felix Mendelssohn. But over 

the generations as they became part 
of mainstream European culture, old 
prejudices resurfaced in the latter part 
of the 19th century, paving the way 
for alarming anti-Semitism and the 
Holocaust.

Schama said a continuing dilemma 
over the centuries for Jews, stretching 
from the Enlightenment through Hitler’s 

rise to power, was how much should 
they integrate and immerse themselves 
in their country’s culture or stay on its 
outskirts.

Much of the world’s Jewry has faced 
that dilemma at one time or another, 
except perhaps for many in the 
United States, a country comprised of 
immigrants, he said.

Fox Lane Social Studies teacher Bill 
Broggy, who brought his students to 
the program, said he wanted to give his 
class a clear understanding of why the 
20th century unfolded the way it did in 
Europe.

“I thought it was helpful for my AP 
Euro kids to see what’s happening in the 
19th century that contributed to the rise 
in anti-Semitism in the 20th century, 
where they took this terrible action 
against these European Jews,” Broggy 
said.

His counterpart at Pleasantville 
High School, Virginia Mancini, said 
the extreme prejudices that led to are 
sometimes difficult for this generation to 
fully appreciate.

“I think the kids in Pleasantville 
believe in the democratic principles and 
acceptance,” she said. “Every once in a 
while you’re going to have somebody 
who doesn’t, but most generally, they’re 
very, very welcoming  and accepting.”

Emily Keating, director of education 
programs, said the film center had 
discussed a program with local students 
when Schama attended last year’s festival. 
She said she hopes that classes in future 
years could have a similar experience 
with Schama or other notable scholars 
and filmmakers.

P’ville, Fox Lane Students Interact With Leading Historian at the Burns

KATELYNN KWIAT PHOTO
A scene from Botswana, where Pleasantville High School senior Katelynn Kwiat spent part of  last 
summer through the Pleasantville International Association (PIA).

JACOB BURNS FILM CENTER PHOTO
Acclaimed historian and author Simon Schama speaks to AP European History students from Pleasantville 
and Fox Lane high schools during a special screening of  an episode of  "The Story of  the Jews."



April 14 - April 20, 2015 The Examiner32

AN
DY

 JA
CO

BS
 P

HO
TO

Pleasantville’s Alyssa Rufino
and Nicole Nero of Briarcliff
Chase After a Ground Ball
in the Championship Game
of the 2015 Mt. Pleasant Cup

Battle
for the

Ball
 


