
By Martin Wilbur
A North Castle committee 

recommended last week that the town 
board consider accelerating road 
repairs through low-interest borrowing 
to more rapidly improve road surface 
quality than funding the work through 
the operating budget.

Budget and Finance Advisory 
Committee member Alex Greene, who 
made a presentation at the town board’s 
Feb. 25 work session, said with interest 
rates at still historically low levels as 
much as $16 million could be borrowed 
in a 15-year Bond Anticipation Note to 
repave all 94 miles of town road within 
four years.

“We think now is a very attractive 
time to be borrowing money for long-

term capital projects,” Greene said. 
“When you borrow money for a town, 
this is exactly the kind of thing you 
want to do it for.”

In June 2013, the town was presented 
with a report from VHB, a White Plains 
engineering firm, that concluded 60 
percent of North Castle town roads are 
in poor or deficient condition. The study 
gave the town a Pavement Condition 
Index (PCI) of 65, well below the 75 
PCI assigned to county roads. The top 
score for roads in the Northeast would 
generally be in the low 80s, Greene said.

While there are multiple variables 
that the town board must weigh, 
speeding up the work rather than taking 
10 years through the annual budget, 
which was decided following the release 

By Janine Bowen
The Pleasantville Board of Education is 

set to approve a new contract that would 
keep Superintendent Mary Fox-Alter with 
the district for another four years. 

The contract, which is expected to be 
voted on by trustees at tonight’s (Tuesday) 
Board of Education meeting, will take 
effect on July 1, and would provide for an 
annual salary increase of 1.88 percent. Fox-
Alter currently makes $238,000 a year.

“I want to thank the Board of Education 
for their vote of confidence and support of 
my leadership of this school district,” said 
Fox-Alter, who called the role an honor 
and privilege. 

Board of Education President Shane 
McGaffey referred to the proposed raise 
as a conservative increase. McGaffey 

explained that Fox-Alter, who took over as 
superintendent in September 2010, didn’t 

Developer Initiates 
Litigation Over Permit 
Squabble
By Martin Wilbur

An attorney for the developer of the 
proposed Chappaqua affordable housing 
project last week accused New Castle 
officials of attempting to prevent minorities 
from moving into town as motivation 
behind continued opposition to the plan.

Comments last Friday by Randolph 
McLaughlin, of the Manhattan law firm 
Ferrara Newman, LLP, came a week after 
he and two colleagues initiated litigation 
on behalf of Rochester-based Conifer 
Realty in state Supreme Court asking for 
a permanent injunction against the town 
from enforcing an 18-month deadline to 

complete construction.
Papers filed on Feb. 19 cited a section 

of town code pertaining to workforce 
housing that would allow Conifer Realty 
up to 25 years to finish constructing the 
28-unit building, Chappaqua Station, on 
Hunts Place.

“An erroneous application by the Town 
of the general provision would place a 
legally impermissible, unfair and undue 
hardship upon the Plaintiff and impose a 
significant obstacle to Plaintiff ’s ability to 
fulfill the legislative purpose...to remove 
obstacles to the development of workforce 
housing in the Town,” Conifer’s complaint 
states in part.

The previous town board issued the 
special permit to Conifer on Sept. 10, 
2013. Under the provision of a general 
special permit, which the town contends is 
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Piped Up for St. Pat’s

If  it’s almost time for the St. Patrick’s Day parade in Mount Kisco and all the green you 
can find can spring be far behind? The Ancient Order of  Hibernians’ Frank H. Fox Division 
16 will be holding its 25th annual parade on Saturday, March 14. The parade starts down 
Main Street at 2 p.m. and will feature more than 60 organizations, Irish step dancers, Irish 
bagpipe bands, school groups, fire trucks and more. 
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part of the village as long as the agreed 
upon conditions are met. 

“It can be anywhere in the village,” 
Dwyer said. “Commercial area, 
residential area, industrial area provided 
that these underlying conditions are 
met.”

One major change Benchmark has 
made from the design presented more 
than two months ago is the location of 
the facility’s entrance point. The updated 
version has the entrance on Bedford 
Road rather than using Maple Hill Road 
with vehicles cutting through the church 
lot. The latter proposal drew the ire of 
Maple Hill Road residents during an 
informational meeting on the proposal 
in late November.

Scherer said he was happy that 
Benchmark is adjusting its plans after 
hearing the neighbors’ concerns. Close 
to a dozen neighbors attended last 
week’s meeting, with four residents 
speaking following the presentation 
by Benchmark’s representatives. The 
residents were generally skeptical about 
the proposal regarding issues such 
as potential noise, the use and mass 
of the 24,000-square-foot building, 
environmental impacts and the amount 

of buffer between the structure and rest 
of the neighborhood.

“I am certainly pleased thus far with 
the responsiveness of Benchmark in 
terms of the documents they have 
provided that I think will give everyone a 
chance to take a look at it,” Scherer said. 
“But there is a lot to be said down the 
road.”

One of the neighbors who spoke at the 
meeting, Daniel Blaney, said afterward 
that while it was encouraging Benchmark 
addressed the potential traffic problem 
on the residential street, he still has other 
concerns. Blaney questioned whether 
the jobs generated by the facility would 
be for village residents. Also, he was 
concerned if Pleasantville, which relies 
on volunteers for its ambulance and 
fire services, can handle the four-story 
building Benchmark is proposing.

Blaney said he was concerned with 
the property value of the houses in 
the neighborhood if Benchmark does 
develop there.

The board approved motions declaring 
itself lead agency and to refer the 
application to the planning commission.

what Madonna was hoping to do with 
the property, including providing sewers 
for the immediate neighbors, but needed 
to iron out the critical issues that have 
been raised. She said the board wanted 
the project to succeed if it were to move 
forward and that means putting in the time 
to whittle its size to an appropriate level 
before significant money is spent.

“But the density of the project, hearing 
from the town board, they’re feeling like it’s 
a little bit out of the scope of what they’re 
willing to accept,” DiDonato-Roth said.

No alternate number of units was 
mentioned by board members or Director 
of Planning Adam  Kaufman.

In addition to density and traffic issues, 
some residents at previous forums have 
expressed concern that the mass of the 
buildings would appear to be too great. The 
units would be contained in three separate 
structures, although total footprint would 
not exceed that of six private homes, 
Madonna said. Furthermore, the buildings’ 
height would not exceed a house that is 
currently on the grounds that is slated to 
be removed and trees would be planted for 
additional screening.

A date for the work session was not 
announced last week.

New Castle’s Beginnings--Our 
Founding Farms will trace the town’s 
origins from Native American lands 
through the farms of the 19th century, 
to the large estates and housing 
developments that turned New Castle 
into the community we know today. A 
focus on several local farms and their 
products will be featured–Sutton Farm, 
Dodge Farm, Brann Farm, Taylor and 
Annandale Farms, and of course, the 
Greeley Farm.

There will be interactive aspects to this 
exhibit plus a seminar series featuring 
speakers from local farms operating 
today.

Join an opening reception to be held 
on Sunday, March 3 from 3 to 5 p.m. The 
exhibit will run through the year at the 
New Castle Historical Society, 100 King 
St. in  Chappaqua. Hours are Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday from 
1 to 4 p.m. or by appointment at 914-238-
4666.
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By Janine Bowen
Hudson Valley congressional members 

Sean Patrick Maloney and Nita Lowey 
joined local elected officials in Chappaqua 
Monday afternoon to urge Congress to pass 
key rail legislation following last month’s 
deadly Metro-North crash in Valhalla. 

From 2012 to 2014, there were 81 
accidents at highway-rail crossings in New 
York State, resulting in 15 deaths and 23 
injuries, according to Maloney. He said 95 
percent of deaths involving trains happen 
at highway-rail crossings. A crash occurs 
at a grade crossing in the U.S. every three 
hours on average, Lowey said.

“All of us who depend on Metro-North 
to get to and from work every day can 
identify with the horrible tragedies we 
have seen recently,” Maloney said. “There’s 
something particularly haunting about a 
commuter rail accident, where someone 
leaves the house and never comes home 
again to their family and to their kids.” 

A passenger rail bill, which includes the 
Rail Crossings Safety Improvements Act, 
would allocate $300 million annually for 
local communities, which would receive 90 
percent of the necessary funding from the 
federal government for the improvement 
or relocation of grade crossings. Local 
officials would be able to use the money to 
make changes in their communities. 

Lowey and Maloney agreed that the 
goal is to eliminate as many dangerous 

grade crossings as possible. Standing just 
feet away from the Roaring Brook Road 
crossing, Lowey noted the area is unique 
because of its proximity to the Saw Mill 
River Parkway and Horace Greeley High 
School. As a result, she said, the area often 
sees traffic backups involving young and 
inexperienced drivers, which creates a 
dangerous situation. 

Maloney said one of the key elements 
of his legislation is funding technological 
advancements that could utilize Wi-Fi and 
GPS signals to stop trains. In addition, 
weight sensors that detect the presence of 
a car on the tracks could be linked to the 
technology and be used to automatically 
engage the train’s brakes.

“I don’t 
understand 
how, in 2015, we 
don’t have the 
technology that 
can send a strong 
signal to the 
person driving 
a train and have 
an automatic 
stop without the 
engineer doing 
anything,” Lowey 
said. “If there’s 
something on the 
track, it should 
stop the train in 
sufficient time.” 

The measure, which is scheduled for a 
vote in the House this week, also sets aside 
$10 million for a high-visibility national 
enforcement and education campaign. 
Similar to the “Click it or Ticket” initiative, 
the campaign would inform the public of 
the dangers of grade crossings and how 
to react when approaching one. Most 
people are unaware, for example, that the 
gates used to prevent cars from entering a 
crossing are designed to break away so a 
vehicle stuck on the tracks could back up, 
Maloney said.

Operation Lifesaver, a national 
nonprofit organization dedicated to rail 
safety education, would be one of the 

organizations to benefit from the money. It 
holds age-specific classes for anyone from 
preschoolers to experienced drivers about 
the dangers of rail crossings. 

Evan Eisenhandler, executive director of 
the organization, said many drivers today 
are distracted, whether it be from their 
car’s GPS or eating while driving. One of 
the most important elements of railway 
safety is to teach drivers to pay attention 
to the markings and signage when they’re 
approaching a crossing. 

“When you’re driving, those are 
lifesaving clues that there’s a hazard up 
ahead,” Eisenhandler said.

Many have theorized that Ellen Brody, 
the driver whose SUV was on the tracks and 
struck by the train at the Commerce Street 
crossing in the Valhalla, was unfamiliar 
with the area. Lowey stressed that steps are 
needed to ensure drivers are provided with 
clear warnings when approaching grade 
crossings.  

New Castle Supervisor Robert 
Greenstein, whose town lost two residents 
in the Valhalla crash, said the municipality 
is exploring how to make the Roaring Brook 
Road grade crossing safer. He stated that a 
bridge to divert traffic over the crossing 
is possible as long as the municipality 
receives the necessary funding. 

“I believe there’s a will to do it and there’s 
certainly a need to do it,” Greenstein said.

Lowey, Maloney Press for Rail Safety Legislation in Chappaqua

JANINE BOWEN PHOTO
Rep. Nita Lowey and Rep. Sean Patrick Maloney called on their congressional 
colleagues to pass critical legislation to help make railroad crossings throughout 
the United States safer. They were joined by local elected officials at the Roaring 
Brook Road crossing in Chappaqua.
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applicable, the permit is set to expire this 
month unless the applicant requests and 
receives an extension.

McLaughlin last Friday accused town 
officials of erecting obstacles to prevent 
affordable housing from being built in 
Chappaqua and to keep potential minority 
residents from moving into town. He 

compared officials’ actions to the Yonkers 
housing segregation case of the 1980s, 
adding that it “harkens back to the worst of 
the Civil Rights era.”

“It’s shocking that a government would 
go to these lengths to stop this project,” 
McLaughlin said. “Enough is enough.”

In addition to the special permit issue, 
McLaughlin also pointed to the Feb. 17 

letter sent by Town Attorney Edward 
Phillips on behalf of the municipality to 
the state Board of Review asking that it 
reconsider its decision last month to grant 
four fire code variances to Conifer. 

With approval of the variances, concerns 
about safety should no longer be an issue. 
He added that the town has no authority 
to try and undo the Board of Review’s 
variance approvals.

Phillips dismissed McLaughlin’s 
characterization of the town being 
discriminatory against minorities, stating 
that officials, including Building Inspector 
William Maskiell, maintain legitimate 
safety concerns about the site.

“It’s a description that Mr. McLaughlin 
has used before and it’s absolutely 
ridiculous,” Phillips said.

In his letter to the Board of Review, he 
detailed that the one-third of an acre site 
is wedged between the MTA’s Harlem 
line railroad tracks, a Saw Mill River 
Parkway exit ramp and a bridge overpass 
embankment. Phillips wrote that “it is 
difficult to reconcile” the Board of Review’s 
decision to grant the variances while 
denying essentially the same variances last 
year.

The town also sent a letter to County 
Executive Rob Astorino and James 
Johnson, the housing monitor assigned 
to oversee the affordable housing 
settlement between Westchester County 
and the federal government, expressing 

similar concerns. In that letter, the town 
recommends Conifer consider the town-
owned Washington Avenue site near Town 
Hall.

Phillips, who indicated he was “very 
surprised” at the permit controversy, said 
Conifer’s attorneys are confused regarding 
the town code. Special permits are valid for 
18 months because the town wants to be 
certain that conditions at a certain location 
haven’t changed. The 25-year timeframe 
that the applicant’s  lawyers are referring to 
goes into effect once the structure is built 
and a Certificate of Occupancy is issued, 
Phillips said.

Meanwhile, requests for permit 
extensions are routine, he said.

“An extension could be granted but you 
have to ask for it,” Phillips said.

At the Feb. 24 town board meeting, 
Supervisor Robert Greenstein expressed 
frustration at Conifer launching litigation 
rather than working with the town.

“On multiple occasions, the town 
attorney has advised Conifer that it can 
request an extension of the 18-month 
period by submitting a letter request,” 
Greenstein said. “Unfortunately, rather 
than simply asking for an extension of 
time, Conifer has filed a lawsuit.”

Conifer Realty last week was also 
scheduled to appear before the MTA in 
hopes of securing a required easement to 
construct the building.

Discrimination Allegations Leveled at New Castle
continued from page 1

Fox-Alter, Pleasantville Board of Education 
Agree on New Contract
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receive any salary increases during her first 
three years at the district’s helm. 

As part of the contract, Fox-Alter, 
who had one year remaining on her 
current pact, will contribute 17 percent 
to her health care plan in 2015-16. That 
contribution rises to 20 percent by the final 
year in 2018-19.

McGaffey noted that allowing Fox-
Alter to remain as superintendent will 
give her the opportunity to carry the 
district’s five-year strategic plan through 
to completion. 

“There was a vision and we put that 
vision in place…I think it’s nice to have 
someone start something and finish it,” he 
said. 

In a letter sent to the community 
last week, trustees cited Fox-Alter’s 
successful negotiation of two teachers 

association contracts and her advocacy 
efforts as president of the Chief School 
Administrators of Southern Westchester 
as accomplishments during her tenure. 

McGaffey noted that Fox-Alter 
has helped the district deliver fiscally 
conservative budgets while still managing 
to add new courses at the high school. 
On her watch, the district received voter 
approval for a $3.5 million bond that will 
pay for facilities upgrades. In addition, 
she has become well-respected within 
the community and with local legislators 
and has given students and parents an 
opportunity to speak openly with her, 
McGaffey said. 

“If you hold [her record] up to any other 
superintendent, I bet you’re going to find 
that it’s the strongest of the last four years,” 
he said. “I think she’s done an amazing job 
and the community is lucky.”

continued from page 1
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By Janine Bowen
One year after launching new initiatives 

to generate revenue, Pleasantville 
Community Television (PCTV) has 
found some success, but the station still 
needs additional assistance from the 
village government. 

The public access station had been 
struggling financially in recent years after 
franchise agreements with Cablevision 
and Verizon were restructured, leading 
to a drop in payments from the cable 
providers from $40,000 to $12,000 
annually. PCTV board members last year 
announced a plan to take on more private 
clients and focus on fundraising. 

Last week, PCTV board President 
Juliette Saisselin said the station has 
achieved its goal of increasing viewership 
in the towns of Ossining and New Castle 
and has successfully changed the way 
public access shows are filmed to save 
money. Certain programs, such as village 
board meetings, are now directly recorded 
to DVD instead of putting them on tape 
and transferring the footage. That frees 
up more time for station manager Shane 
McGaffey to focus on other projects. 

The organization has also successfully 
achieved its goal of generating more 
revenue through donations, having raised 
$15,000 at a gala last May and $7,500 in 
sponsorship agreements in 2014. Another 
gala is planned for May 2.

The amount of revenue PCTV generates 
from sources outside of village funding is 
currently at a higher percentage than most 
other local community access stations, 
Saisselin said. Thirty percent of PCTV 
funding comes from sources such as 
fundraisers and sponsorships. Larchmont 
Community Television, for example, 
receives 10 percent of its revenue from 
such sources, she said. 

“We’ve rolled up our sleeves and I 
think we’ve worked hard to increase that 
component of our revenue, but if we 
want to continue with the same model 
for PCTV and what we need to do in 
terms of upgrading our technology and 
to compensate our employees properly, 
we’re looking for a higher percentage 
from the village,” Saisselin said. 

Currently PCTV receives $89,350 in 
village funding annually, which accounts 
for about half of its budget. PCTV is 
requesting that the village contribution 
be increased to $116,350 a year. 

“The additional funding sources just 
barely keeps PCTV kind of in the hamster 
wheel, so we’re trying to run in place at 
this point,” Saisselin explained, noting 
that PCTV has aging equipment that 
needs to be replaced and has not updated 
its website in six years. An enhanced 
website would improve interactivity and 
include a blog to increase outreach. 

Furthermore, the board is currently 

in the process of negotiating a new lease 
for the Jackson Alley studio, which could 
result in a rent increase from its current 
$20,000 a year.

Trustee Mindy Berard suggested at the 
Feb. 23 village board work session that the 
organization consider utilizing a shared 
space to save money on rent. Saisselin 
explained that PCTV representatives 
considered that option but have yet to 
make a successful deal for shared space. 

Trustee Jonathan Cunningham, who 
has served on the PCTV board, noted that 
while the organization continues to face 
obstacles, the current board has worked 

hard to keep costs low and overcome 
some of the toughest situations faced by 
the station. 

“The board puts in countless hours. 
Anytime you go in that studio, you’ll 
probably find a board member in there. 
They worked very hard to distill this down 
to what they view as sustainable, and for a 
group of volunteers.… It’s a commitment 
that that board makes to PCTV like none 
other,” Cunningham said. 

The village board will make a decision 
about whether to grant the increased 
funding to PCTV this spring as part of its 
budget deliberations. 
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of the VHB report, would improve road 
quality by raising the PCI to 75 rather 
than maintaining the current level, 
Greene said.

He said the committee estimated 
the work would ultimately cost the 
town about $23 million regardless of 
whether it’s completed more quickly 
through financing or through the 
budget. Currently, the town is spending 
$1,150,000 a year for road repaving. 

“We really think from a financeability 
point of view, we’re big advocates of 
borrowing money today for the program 
with this kind of usefulness,” Greene 
said. “Now it’s a question of what are the 
other competing interests in town, and I 
mean use of funds, for the community.”

Among the factors town board 
members will have to consider is the 
level of road quality it wants to maintain, 
whether the highway department could 
complete repaving all of the town’s 
roads within four years, the current 
condition of the roads and whether the 
town has the ability to pay the interest 
and principal as well as the annual 
maintenance costs in years six through 
15. Those expenses would amount to 
close to $2.6 annually for the final 10 
years of a bond.

The board agreed with Greene’s 

suggestion to pay for an updated study 
to determine the status of the roads. 
Supervisor Michael Schiliro said by 
the end of this year, the town will have 
repaved between 10 and 20 miles of road 
since the report was issued, including 
the road network in Windmill Farm.

“If they’re not the number 1 priority, 
to me, it’s 1A,” Schiliro said of the roads. 
“It’s something everybody uses in the 
entire town. We have been hurt with 
some very harsh winters and if they’re 
not taken care of they’re only going to 
get worse.”

Councilman Stephen D’Angelo said 
he would like to explore borrowing 
for road repairs because the difference 
between the condition of the most 
recently paved roads and those that 
need work is very noticeable.

“I’m not averse to the borrowing 
aspect to get this thing done,” he said. 
“Like Mike said, we’re doing a lot of 
work now, but that’s keeping us at 
that 65 PCI level. The roads that have 
been done look good. The roads that 
haven’t been done are really starting to 
deteriorate.”

Schiliro said the town would put 
out a Request for Proposal and hopes 
to retain a firm to update the study  
by May.

By Neal Rentz
The Mount Kisco Planning Board 

unanimously granted approval to 
Northern Westchester Hospital (NWH) 
to increase the size of its cancer 
treatment facility last week.

The Feb. 24 vote allows the hospital 
to build a 1,230-square-foot addition 
that will house a new linear accelerator 
for cancer treatment. The addition will 
be located in the rear of the hospital 
and extend into the adjacent Northern 
Westchester Hospital Housing Corp. 
property. An accelerator is used to 
destroy cancer cells via a high energy 
X-ray. 

Patient treatment will not be 
interrupted due to the work.

During last week’s meeting, hospital 
representatives said they would enhance 
the façade of the St. Mark’s Plaza 
shopping center on Route 117, which 
NWH owns. 

Update on Senior Housing Complex
Also at last week’s meeting, the board 

received an update from representatives 
of the proposed The Hearth at Mount 
Kisco, a proposed 129-unit senior 
housing complex on Kisco Avenue.

Mark Miller, an attorney representing 

the applicant, said his client is seeking 
steep slopes waivers from the New York 
City Department of Environmental 
Protection (DEP). A meeting with the 
DEP has been scheduled. 

Planning Board member Dough 
Hertz said he wanted the developer to 
provide details on how many trees have 
been targeted for removal from the site 
prior to construction. Hertz also asked 
the applicant to provide information 
regarding where new trees would be 
planted.

Miller said representatives of the 
developer would meet shortly with 
village officials to discuss a series of 
“technical issues.” 

If approved, The Hearth would be 
developed on a 17.7-acre property on 
the west side of Kisco Avenue opposite 
Holiday Inn Drive. It would require 
special use, wetlands and steep slopes 
permits and site plan approval from the 
planning board.  The applicant is leasing 
the property from the village with an 
option to purchase the parcel. 

The Hearth could return to the 
planning board as soon as the board’s 
March 10 meeting.
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By Martin Wilbur
North Castle residents urged town 

officials last week to save Armonk’s Anita 
Louise Ehrman (ALE) Pool despite a 
deadline being missed to repay nearly $1 
million remaining on a bank note.

Residents converged at the Feb. 25 town 
board meeting imploring board members 
to find a solution to maintain the pool, a 
valuable amenity that serves as a summer 
meeting place for many families.

“If that pool closes, the gates are 
shut, it’s bulldozed, how much money 
do you think it will cost to rebuild that 
today?” said Shirley Kaiser, a longtime 
pool member and the mother of three 
children. “Our town would never have a 
pool (again). You’ve got it, don’t let it fall 
into disrepair. Deal with it.”

The issue of who will operate the 
pool, which is due to celebrate its 50th 
anniversary this summer, has come to the 
forefront after the recent expiration of a 
three-year arrangement between pool 
owner Anita Louise Ehrman Recreation 
Center and North Castle Pool and Tennis. 
Armonk resident Joseph DiMauro, the 
head of North Castle Pool and Tennis, 
said when his entity took over operation 
of the pool it was always meant to be for 
a transitional period before a permanent 
operator could be located.

“It’s just a tradition that should be kept 
going and we really need the town board 

to help on this,” DiMauro said. “There’s no 
criticism of anyone, it’s just been a long 
process and I do hope we can save our 
pool and make it something for all of our 
community.”

Before 2012, ALE had sought another 
operator after it fell on hard times 
following the expense of the 2006 pool 
renovation and the ensuing recession, 
which caused a drop in membership and 
revenue.

Councilman Stephen D’Angelo said 
there is $975,000 that needs to be paid 
to Key Bank, which holds the note on 
the original $1.25 million loan that was 
taken out to keep the pool operational. 
The deadline to repay that loan was last 
Saturday and that issue remains a crucial 
sticking point, he said.

Following the renovation, ALE 
representatives reached out to community 
members, referred to as lifesavers, who 
put up hundreds of thousands of dollars 
to guarantee the loan. 

Town officials have recently explored 
whether to take over the facility to keep it 
operational. Supervisor Michael Schiliro 
said last month that while the town isn’t 
interested in buying the pool right now, 
it is exploring whether to enter into a 
licensing agreement to operate it for one 
or two years.

Officials have said that the pool doesn’t 
need to turn a profit, but there are many 

fiscal and operational details that need to 
be considered.

D’Angelo said the town board 
understands that many residents 
desperately want the facility to remain 
open. He said officials are committed 
to doing everything in their power to 
maintain the pool this summer at the least 
possible expense.

“I think there was a misunderstanding 
that the board didn’t understand the 
passion the people had for the pool,” he 
said. “I can tell you I’ve been working on 
this a long time and if I didn’t understand 
that passion I wouldn’t be putting in the 
time (that) I have. If the people in this 

town didn’t want this pool, there’d be no 
sense in going forward with it.”

Armonk resident Steve Sanders, a 20-
year member, said the pool has been a fun 
place to meet neighbors but also believes 
it raises property values.

“This is truly a community asset and I 
think losing it would be a horrible thing, 
and what I’m worried about as we’re 
trying to decide what we’re going to do, 
that the bank’s going to take over the loan, 
we’re going to lose the property, we’ll lose 
the pool,” Sanders said. “Something needs 
to be done quickly. The town needs to 
come up with a plan.” 

Solution Still Sought to Save Armonk’s Ehrman Pool 

Notice is hereby given that the annual election in and for the Village of  Pleasantville will be 
held on Wednesday, March 18, 2015 for the purpose of electing a Mayor for a term of three (3) 
years; two (2) Trustees for a term of three (3) years and a Village Justice for a term of four (4) 

years. The name and address of the nominees are as follows:
For Mayor - Village Party

Peter Scherer, 30 Martling Avenue, Pleasantville, NY
For Trustee - Village Party

Joseph Stargiotti, 43 Romer Avenue, Pleasantville, NY
For Trustee - Progress for Pleasantville

Colleen Griffin Wagner, 75 Bedford Road, Pleasantville, NY
For Village Justice – Friends of John Curley

John Curley, 72-10 Foxwood Drive, Pleasantville, NY
The boundaries of the Village Election Districts shall be set forth on the map entitled "Village 
of Pleasantville Election Districts" as revised by the Town of Mount Pleasant dated October 1, 
1982 and on file in the Office of the Village Clerk. The place and time of holding the election 

shall be as follows: the polling place of the Village Election Districts shall be at Village Hall, 80 
Wheeler Avenue, 2nd Floor Board Room, Pleasantville, New York in 

said Village and the polls shall be open from 12:00pm and shall close at 9:00pm.
Judith Weintraub, Village Clerk, Village of Pleasantville, February 26, 2015

ELECTION NOTICE
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Andrew Economos, owner of  the Iron 
Horse Restaurant, talks to PCTV board 
President Juliette Saisselin during last 
Friday’s grand reopening festivities of  
the popular Pleasantville establishment. 
During a six-week closure from Jan. 1 until 
mid February, the Iron Horse’s interior was 
expanded and remodeled, which enabled 
the seating capacity to increase. In 2013, 
Economos bought from the village the 
109-year-old former train station building 
that houses the restaurant.

Back on Track

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO
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By Janine Bowen
The Chappaqua School District is 

preparing to deliver one of its lowest 
recent budget increases, according to 
numbers revealed in the superintendent’s 
proposed budget last Wednesday night. 

Assistant Superintendent for Business 
John Chow said the 2015-16 budget is 
currently estimated at $117,901,688, 
marking a spending increase of 1,044,700 
or .89 percent over the current year. This 
is lower than an original estimate given 
by Chow in January, which predicted a 
spending hike of .96 percent. 

“I really think at this point, we are in 
good shape,” Chow said. 

Since January, the district has received 
new information that contributed to the 
smaller increase, including a decrease in 
the district’s contribution to the Teachers 
Retirement System from 17.53 to 13.26 
percent. 

The district will also see a $1,423,953 
decrease (5.09 percent) in employee 
benefit payments, which Chow 
explained is largely the result of a drop in 
pension contributions. The Employment 
Retirement System contribution will 
drop from 20 percent to 18.2 percent. 

Expenses for operations and 

maintenance are expected to carry the 
largest increase, rising $723,000 or 15.2 
percent over the current year. Chow 
explained that the increase is needed 
because several urgent capital projects, 
including repairs to the gymnasium roof 
at Horace Greely High School.

Funding for technology will rise by 
$158,402 or 11.68 percent next year, 
which is due to an increase in technology 
initiatives, according to Superintendent 
Dr. Lyn McKay. 

Salaries will remain the largest 
expense, accounting for more than half 
of all expenditures. Chow predicted that 
salaries for all employees will increase 
by $1,440,490 or 2.38 percent. Despite 
the increase in salaries, the district will 
see a .7 full-time equivalent reduction 
in staffing due to the elimination of one 
middle school teacher and the addition 
of a .3 technology teacher position at the 
high school. 

The district will also be eliminating 
one full-time staff development position 
to add a director of literacy. That move 
will help the district increase its emphasis 
on staff development but will have no 
budgetary impact, explained McKay. 

Although revenue from property 

taxes is expected to increase next year, 
the district still does not know how 
much state aid it will receive. Currently, 

officials are estimating that state aid 
will remain at $7,608,572, the same as 
2014-15. Without more concrete state 
aid numbers, however, Chow explained 
that the district is unable to calculate the 
tax cap ceiling. He currently estimates 
the cap would allow for an increase of 
$2,346,877 to be raised through taxes. 

Chow said he doesn’t know when the 
district will learn how much state aid it 
will receive for next year, since there’s a 
possibility the state may not complete its 
budget on time. 

“Right now, everyone is predicting that 
we may not have an on-time budget so 
we may not know this piece until much, 
much, much later,” Chow said. 

Chow noted that prior to Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo’s administration, it was 
typical for state government to have late 
budgets, forcing districts to wait until 
midsummer in some cases to find out the 
state aid numbers. 

Over the coming weeks, the board of 
education will evaluate different aspects 
of the budget before adopting the final 
spending plan Apr. 15. Budget forums 
will be held next Tuesday, March 10, 
at the Robert E. Bell Middle School 
auditorium at 9:30 a.m. and 7:30 p.m.

Chappaqua Schools Propose Spending Hike of Under 1% in $117.9M Budget

Chappaqua Superintendent of  Schools Dr. Lyn 
McKay unveiled the $117.9 million proposed 
2015-16 district budget last week.
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By Martin Wilbur
A decision on whether New Castle 

officials will adopt a policy regarding 
coyote management is still pending but 
the emotional issue once again simmered 
last week at a public meeting and on 
social media.

Town Supervisor Robert Greenstein 
was involved in a couple of terse 
exchanges at the Feb. 24 town board 
meeting with Councilman Jason Chapin 
and Victoria Alzapiedi, chair of the 
Coyote Awareness and Safety Advisory 
Committee, one of two groups asked to 
submit recommendations on the coyote 
issue.

Later in the week, debated moved to 
Facebook when a Coyote Management 
Task Force member accused the 
committee of posting information that 
“grossly misrepresents” the task force’s 
position on when lethal control should be 
considered. 

Last week, Alzapiedi pressed the board 
on when a decision may be made and 
also requested that the town post the two 
groups’ positions on some of the major 
points of their recent presentations.

Greenstein complimented the work of 
both committees and told Alzapiedi that 
it he would be against posting both sets 
of recommendations because the matter 
is for the board to decide.

“This is now our job,” Greenstein said. 

“You did a tremendous job with your 
presentation, as did the other group, and 
now I think the ball’s in our court.”

However, the discussion grew tense 
after Chapin revealed that Greenstein had 
asked for a resolution in executive session 
that would have condemned the actions 
of the Coyote Awareness and Safety 
Advisory Committee for encouraging 
inflammatory language prior to the Feb. 
10 meeting.

At that meeting, both groups were 
scheduled to present but the task force 
decided to cancel their appearance and 
submit their presentation via video 
after members feared for their safety. 
Comments from the advocacy group 
Friends of Animals and community 
members on social media used terms 
calling the task force plan a “coyote 
jihad” and a “killing plan,” among other 
statements.

Chapin suggested that Greenstein’s 
public comments extolling the work of 
the two groups were hypocritical because 
in private he had asked for a formal 
resolution to condemn the committee.

“I think that’s totally...inexcusable and 
uncalled for and I am appalled you would 
suggest that,” Chapin said. 

Greenstein responded that he 
supported the resolution because the 
events leading up to the Feb. 10 meeting 
were “quite disturbing.” The board did not 

follow through with the action. 
Greenstein said he felt it was prudent 

to ask for police presence at the Feb. 
10 meeting in case visitors’ behavior 
threatened to get out of hand. Police Chief 
Charles Ferry attended the meeting.

“That was a decision that I made 
that I thought was the right decision,” 
Greenstein said of the police request. “You 
don’t have to agree with it, but I’m not in 
the business of judging other people’s 
fears. I’m in the business of maintaining 
a public meeting that is open to anybody 
and (with) no threats and no disputes.”

Alzapiedi said that residents, including 
committee volunteers, should be able to 
hear people who don’t agree with them.

“We should be able to tolerate that 
and we’ll get to the best place if we don’t 
expect everyone will agree with us,” she 
said. “There are different perspectives on 
this.” 

Meanwhile, by last Friday, Ann 
Styles Brochstein, one of four task 
force members, took exception to the 
committee’s posting that compared and 
contrasted various points of the two 
presentations, including when lethal 
control should be used.

“Unlike the Coyote Safety committee, 
we recommend that the Town Board 
adopt a strict set of guidelines for when to 
utilize lethal control when other measures 
have failed,” she stated in response. 

“We acknowledge that low (and) high 
intensity hazing, should be used, but a 
plan is needed for when these methods 
are no longer effective. The safety of our 
residents, their children, and pets are 
of utmost importance. In the interest 
of transparency, we urge everyone to 
read both plans and come to your own 
conclusions.”

Eileen Gallagher, another task 
force member, said they declined the 
committee’s invitation to have their 
recommendations posted side by side. 
However, the committee went ahead and 
posted their interpretation of the task 
force’s main points. 

War of Words Heats Up in New Castle Coyote Debate
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Mount Kisco Police Department

Feb. 22: Report of a burglary at 4:08 a.m. 
at Henry’s Deli on Lexington Avenue. An 
unknown subject gained entry into the 
store and stole about $200 in cash. There are 
no suspects at this time. The matter is under 
investigation.

Feb. 22: Report of a physical altercation 
between two men inside Northern 
Westchester Hospital’s dining area at 8:55 
a.m. A 34-year-old man, whose place 
of residence was not released, struck a 
60-year-old Bronxville man causing non-
life threatening facial injuries. No charges 
were initially filed but the matter remains 
under investigation.

Feb. 23: A complainant reported from 
the Lexington Avenue Laundromat at 7:38 
a.m. that a subject had gained entry to the 
premises  and damaged the change machine. 
No money was taken from the machine. 
The incident is under investigation.

Feb. 24: Report of a disruptive individual 
at the Karafin School on Radio Circle at 9:40 
a.m. Police stated that a 15-year-old student 
needed to blow off some steam after having 
a fight with his parent. The student was still 
inside the school but there was no need for 
further action.

Feb. 24: Two Mount Kisco men who 
are roommates, 31 and 45 years old, were 
involved in an argument and a physical 
altercation. The 31-year-old man suffered a 

wound to his head. No arrests were made 
stemming from the incident.

Feb. 25: Report of a suspicious incident at 
the CVS parking lot on South Bedford Road 
at 11:03 a.m. An employee of the store who 
was fired was seen sitting in his car outside 
the business. When police approached his 
car, they found the individual talking on his 
phone. The subject left without incident.

Feb. 26: A 51-year-old Mount Kisco man 
was arrested at 7:15 p.m. for violating an 
order of protection that was in place for his 
52-year-old estranged wife. 

Feb. 27: A 29-year-old Reading, Pa. 
man turned himself in at headquarters at 
noon for failing to appear at the village 
justice court in connection with a previous 
aggravated unlicensed operation of a motor 
vehicle charge. The suspect was arraigned 
and released on an undisclosed amount of 
bail.

Pleasantville Police Department

Feb. 22: Report of a larceny at 11:43 a.m. 
The complainant arrived at headquarters to 
report that license plates were stolen off a 
car during the previous day.

Feb. 25: Report of a female party 
involved in an incident at Paulie’s on Marble 
Avenue at 12:23 a.m. The woman yelled at 
the bartender because the establishment 
continued to run an exhaust fan.

Feb. 26: A 26-year-old Thornwood 

woman was arrested at 5:38 a.m. and 
charged with menacing following a dispute 
with her boyfriend. 

North Castle Police Department

Feb. 22: Complainant reported at 
headquarters at 1:30 p.m. that his vehicle’s 
windshield was damaged while driving 
on northbound Route 22 under the I-684 
overpass. Snow dropped from the overpass, 
which was being plowed at the time, causing 
the damage. The complainant was advised 
to also call state police in Somers.

Feb. 23: Report of a suspicious incident 
at 12:40 p.m. A complainant reported that 
her 90-year-old mother received a call from 
a party who claimed he was calling from the 
North Castle Police Department. The caller 
requested bail money because her son was 
in police custody. The complainant stated 
that she knew it was a scam but wanted to 
have the incident documented.

Feb. 24: A complainant reported at 
headquarters at 6:19 p.m. that his daughter 
was the victim of identity theft. His 
daughter, 18, who is out of state at college, 
had fraudulent accounts opened using 
her name. Police informed the individual 
that the victim of a crime has to make 
the complaint by themselves. He was told 
to have his daughter contact authorities 
where she is currently located.

Obituary
Margaret Borelli

Margaret Borelli of Pleasantville passed 
away at home on Feb. 26. 

She was 95.
Borelli was born in Pleasantville on May 

8, 1919, the eighth of 10 children of Frances 
and Angelo Greco. Predeceased by her 
husband, John, who passed away on April 
3, 1990, she is survived by her children, 
Carol Kelly (John) and Jack Borelli (Anne-
Marie), as well as six grandchildren, John, 
Diane, Pamela, Catherine, John and 
Marisa. She was blessed to have five great-
grandchildren, Colin, Alexandra, Jillian, 
Addison and Liam and is also survived by 
her sister, Frances Bufo, and sister-in-law 
Sarah Christello. 

Borelli attended St. Mary’s Catholic High 
School for two years and then graduated 
from Pleasantville High School in 1937. 
After marrying in 1940, she started her 
career at Reader’s Digest, which spanned 
39 years. She and her family moved to 
Briarcliff Manor in 1954, where they 
became active members of St. Theresa’s 
Church. She was a member of the parish 
council and served as president for two 
years. She also donated her time to the 
church in many different ways. She was 
an active member of the Briarcliff Seniors, 
serving as president for several years. 

In 2000, Borelli moved back to 
Pleasantville to live with her daughter and 
family. Among her other contributions to 
society, she was an avid knitter of hats for 
babies and soldiers at the Clinton Street 
Senior Center. She also volunteered her 
time at Phelps Memorial Hospital for 18 
years. She loved her family most of all but 
also enjoyed ceramics, volunteering at a 
soup kitchen and was the most devoted 
New York Yankee (Derek Jeter!) fan.

Borelli’s life was honored in a funeral 
Mass at Holy Innocent’s Catholic Church 
on March 2. Visiting hours were at Beecher 
Flooks Funeral Home in Pleasantville on 
Sunday, March 1.

In lieu of flowers, the family has 
requested any donations to be made to 
the Pleasantville Interfaith Food Pantry, in 
care of Holy Innocent’s Church.

Police Blotter

21 West Stevens Ave.
Hawthorne, NY 10532

Ernest J. Carpentieri ~ Douglas A. Daniels

Tel: 914-769-4404
Fax: 914-769-5306

www.hawthornefuneralhome.com
Serving all faiths ~ Independently owned
Conveniently located on the Taconic State Parkway

get 
 NOTICED!

Advertise in The Examiner.  
Call 864-0878 today!
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By Neal Rentz
The Village of Mount Kisco and the 

Town of Bedford will continue their 
push to encourage greater use of solar 
power at a special workshop scheduled 
for next week.

The meeting is the next step in an 
effort launched in January between 
the two municipalities called Solarize 
Bedford-Mt Kisco, which will take place 
next Tuesday, March 10 from 7 to 8:30 
p.m. at the Mount Kisco Public Library. 

Solarize Bedford-Mt Kisco is in the 
midst of a 19-week push to encourage 
use of solar energy by business owners 
and homeowners. 

Mount Kisco village Trustee Peter 
Grunthal said the focus of next week’s 
meeting will be solar power for 
residences. 

Bedford 2020 Executive Director 
Midge Iorio said the official Solarize 
Bedford-Mt Kisco residential 
installer, Ross Solar Group, will have 
representatives attend the meeting. 
The public will have the opportunity to 
ask questions of the experts on hand, 
and will receive help in determining 
whether their home would be suitable 
for solar power, Iorio said. Some homes 
are in locations that might not receive 
sufficient sunlight, she said.

The workshop will also include a talk 
from a local resident who will share the 

experience about the benefits of using 
solar power. 

Mount Kisco and Bedford kicked 
off the effort to encourage solar power 
during the Bedford 2020 Environmental 
Summit and Solar Action Day at Fox 
Lane High School on Jan. 31. Since that 
event about 100 business owners and 
homeowners have signed up to obtain 
solar power, Iorio said. 

Solar Action Day included a series 
of workshops and speakers, including 
Richard Kauffman, chairman of energy 
and finance for Gov. Andrew Cuomo. 

“It was a great event,” Iorio said. 
The town and village were selected 

by Solarize Westchester to participate 
in the campaign, Iorio said. Solarize 
Westchester is partnering with the 
New York State Energy Research and 

Development Authority (NYSERDA) 
under Cuomo’s NY-Sun initiative, a 
$1 billion investment to significantly 
expand solar installations across the 
state by 2023 and to make the state’s solar 
industry self-sustaining.

Bedford 2020 is a nonprofit 
organization that was created to reduce 
greenhouse emissions in the town by 20 
percent by 2020.

For more information about the 
workshop, call 914-620-2411. For more 
information about Solarize Bedford-Mt 
Kisco, visit www.SolarizeWestchester.
com/Bedford-MtKisco. 

CHRISTOPHER SAWYER PHOTO
Mount Kisco Mayor Michael Cindrich was among the speakers at the Solarize Bedford-Mt Kisco kickoff  
event in January. A meeting about solar power for homes is scheduled for next Tuesday, March 10 at the 
Mount Kisco Public Library.

Residential Solar Power Meeting Slated for Mt. Kisco Next Week

Janet has relocated to  
Eurospa from Golden Scissors 

$10 OFF 
any Coloring  & Perms

$5 OFF 
any Blowdry,  

Spray Tans & Waxing
12 Marble Avenue

Pleasantville, NY 10570
914-769-8262

www.eurospasalon.net

Trump Park Residences, 100 Trump Park Drive, Shrub Oak, New York 10588. Marketing & Exclusive Sales Agent: Houlihan Lawrence, Inc. Sponsor: Yorktown Realty Associates, LLC, 7Renaissance Square, White Plains, New York 10601. The complete offering terms are in an offering plan available from Sponsor: CD05-0130. 
We are pledged to the letter and spirit of U.S. policy for the achievement of equal housing opportunity throughout the Nation. We encourage and support an affirmative advertising and marketing program in which there are no barriers to obtaining housing because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national 
origin. Models to no represent racial preference. Trump Park Residences is not owned, developed or sold by Donald J. Trump, The Trump Organization or any of their affiliates. Yorktown Realty Associates, LLC, the owner and developer of the property, uses the “Trump” name and mark under license from Trump Marks 
Westchester, LLC, which license may be terminated or revoked according to terms.

�R�E�S�I�D�E�N�C�E�S

TRUMP PARK 
RESIDENCES
from $300,000 

By appointment: 
914-245-0055

100 Trump Park, Shrub Oak
www.TrumpParkResidences.com

Home is where
	 q	your concierge
	 q	luxury
	 q	easy lifestyle
	 q	the heart
 q	all of the above

is.
Welcome to Trump Park Residences, set 
on 55-acres with captivating views of a 
shimmering lake and protected woodlands. 
Choose from luxurious 1, 2 or 3 bedroom 
homes with large master suites, hardwood 
floors, generous closets and more. Swim. 
Workout. Entertain. Relax. Have the 
concierge take care anything and everything. 
You will get used to this. 
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By Martin Wilbur
Baseball’s all-time hits leader Pete 

Rose was the most recognizable face last 
Thursday night at Grand Prix New York 
in Mount Kisco, but he wasn’t the star of 
the evening.

That distinction belonged to Pat 
Quinn, the Yonkers resident who helped 
raise millions of dollars for Amyotrophic 
Lateral Sclerosis (ALS), often referred to 
as Lou Gehrig’s disease, by co-founding 
last summer’s Ice Bucket Challenge.

For Quinn, 32, the Challenge made 
him a household name around the globe, 
but more importantly focused efforts 
on finding a cure for ALS and raising 
millions of dollars for research. 

“I could never imagine what happened 
last summer,” Quinn said after posing with 
pictures with Rose and Daniel (Rudy) 
Ruettiger, the subject of the 1993 movie 
“Rudy,” who was also on hand for the 
evening. “I was diagnosed in March 2013 
and we started trying to create awareness 
and have events and raise money. All of 
a sudden a couple of people are dumping 
buckets of water over their head and it 
didn’t stop.” 

Last week’s fundraiser at Grand Prix 
came about through Pat Kelly, who had 
organized events for the White Plains 
Rugby Club, which Quinn belongs to. 
One of those events for the club was at the 
Mount Kisco go-kart and entertainment 

facility.
After the Ice Bucket Challenge frenzy, 

Kelly learned that Quinn was associated 
with the rugby club and wanted to 
organize a fundraiser, with Quinn as the 
guest of honor. Through his connection 
to the Major League Players Association, 
Kelly was able to get Rose, who did not 
answer questions, to sign autographs 

for about an hour for no fee. Ruettiger 
and Rose are associated with Steiner 
Memorabilia.

Kelly said Quinn’s optimism and focus 
to do whatever he can to raise awareness 
and money for research is an inspiration.

“The thing that really drives me and 
motivates me is his attentiveness every 
day,” Kelly said. “Pat’s not trying to get 
on TV. He’s literally the guy who’s saying 
maybe we’ll find a cure for this ugly 
disease.”

Ruettiger said there was no chance he 
would bypass an event with Rose or to 
help people with ALS.

“I have friends with ALS and it’s a tough 
deal,” he said.”The more we can support it 
and raise awareness of it, that’s what we 
should do.”

Quinn said he’s doing well, although 
he’s all but lost function in his arms and 
has weakness in his neck. But he’s grateful 
that his legs are strong and he has the 
energy to keep a full schedule.

“I can’t think too far ahead,” Quinn said. 
“I mean, all I want is to do everything I can 
to fight as much as I can. A cure may be 
far down the road but a treatment option, 
something that will make the patients last 
longer, would be great.”

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO
Ice Bucket Challenge co-founder Pat Quinn, right, 
with Daniel (Rudy) Ruettiger at the Feb. 26 ALS 
fundraiser in Mount Kisco.

Fundraiser Hits Home Run at Grand Prix in Fight Against ALS
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At the Feb. 11, 2015, North Castle 
Town Board meeting, the issue of a state 
Supreme Court ruling was discussed. A 
lawsuit against the town was filed during 
previous Supervisor Howard Arden‘s 
tenure. It challenged a decision made by 
then Supervisor Arden with a majority 
vote. At the meeting, Arden spoke to 
why the board chose to implement a 
policy change. 

When he concluded speaking, 
Supervisor Michael Schiliro asked if 
others wished to speak. There were none, 

the issue was closed and the meeting 
resumed. North White Plains resident 
Ed Lobermann went to the podium  
later to speak on this issue that had 
already been closed for discussion. He 
actually admitted that he didn’t want to 
speak while Mr. Arden was present, but 
changed his mind after Mr. Arden left. 
Mr. Lobermann spoke at length against 
the decision made by former Supervisor 
Arden. 

Why was Mr. Lobermann allowed to 
speak after the issue had been closed? 

This was puzzling behavior considering 
it was Mr. Lobermann himself who 
stressed the importance of adhering to 
Robert’s Rules of Order during several 
prior public meetings when Howard 
Arden was supervisor, and Mike Schiliro 
was a councilman. We can only assume 
that Mr. Lobermann was aware of this 
breach of protocol. There are names 
for those who contradict what they’ve 
strongly advocated, and wait for the 
subject of their criticism to leave the 
room before attacking them. 

As chairman of the meeting, Supervisor 
Schiliro is complicit by allowing the 
improper reintroduction of this issue 
into the meeting. If this was a mistake by 
Supervisor Schiliro, he should apologize 
publicly at the next meeting.

Mario Ruggiero
Armonk 

Sometimes in the aftermath of a 
tragedy that is difficult to accept, there’s 
a knee-jerk reaction to do something--
anything--to make us feel safer.

A month after the accident at the 
Commerce Street crossing of the Metro-
North Harlem line train in Valhalla, any 
serious attempt to improve the safety at 
these crossings is well worth the effort.

Legislation outlined on Monday 
by Rep. Nita Lowey and her Hudson 
Valley congressional colleague Rep. 
Sean Patrick Maloney is a no-brainer. 
If approved, the measure would supply 
local communities nationwide with $300 
million for  infrastructure improvements 
to make crossings safer.

That doesn’t seem like much to address 
all the safety concerns throughout the 
United States, especially when you 

consider that in the immediate area 
there are problematic crossings such as 
Roaring Brook Road in Chappaqua. A 
bridge to take that road over the tracks 
would likely cost millions of dollars on 
its own. 

But it is a start and hopefully Congress, 
which loves to fight, will not hold up the 
comparatively modest funding when the 
scheduled vote comes up later this week.

Equally important is the education 
component of the proposed legislation. If 
a crossing gate came down while driving, 
it’s likely some of us would get flustered. 
Furthermore, increasing signage at 
all crossings in hopes of catching the 
attention of today’s more distracted 
drivers today is critical.

The technology advancements also 
seems like a good idea, although the 

commuter train north of Los Angeles 
reportedly had positive controls that 
should have stopped it before slammed 
into the truck that had been intentionally 
parked on the tracks.

Clearly, with the amount of traffic on 
our roads and many drivers’ attention 
diverted with music, food, GPS or all 
the work and family tasks they face, 
there seems to be more opportunities 
for deadly mishaps. In the short month 
since the Valhalla tragedy, there was the 
incident in the Los Angeles area and on 
Monday, a Long Island Railroad train 
hit the back of a car in East Rockaway. 
Fortunately, there were no fatalities.

If ever there was good use for $300 
million, it is this legislation.

Congress Must Approve Relatively Modest Railroad Crossing Legislation
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Protocol Was Violated at Recent North Castle Town Meeting 

Letters to the Editor

Letters Policy
We invite readers to share their thoughts 

by sending letters to the editor.  Please 
limit comments to 250 words. We will 
do our best to print all letters, but are 
limited by space constraints. Letters are  
subject to editing and may be withheld from 

publication on the discretion of the editor. 
Please refrain from personal attacks. Email 
letters to  mwilbur@theexaminernews.com.  
The Examiner requires that all letter writers 
provide their name, address and contact 
information.

At the Feb. 24 Valhalla school board 
meeting, the board voted 5-1 to give 
Superintendent Brenda Myers a 10 
percent single-year salary increase. 
Board members LaVerne Clark, James 
Adams, Ronald Cavallo, Robert Ierace 
and Valentina Belvedere voted yes, 
while Anthony Amiano voted no. Joseph 
Garbus was absent. 

There are several disturbing aspects to 
the flawed, non-transparent negotiation 
process. Contract negotiations are held 
between the seven board members and 
the superintendent during executive 
session meetings. This means there are no 
details disclosed to the public until they’ve 
come to an agreement. Considering 
the numerous public budget meetings, 

the information provided, and many 
opportunities for public comment, the 
secrecy in the salary negotiations of the 
district’s highest paid employee is clearly 
disconcerting. While the law does allow 
clandestine negotiations, the board didn’t 
even make the public aware negotiations 
were taking place, which is legal. 

What’s also legal is the ability of the 
board of education to inform Valhalla 
residents after the negotiations have 
concluded. The board did neither. The 
Valhalla school board informed the public 
of its generous raise only one day before 
the vote as an agenda item located on the 
district’s website. Additionally, the agenda 
was changed verbally at the beginning of 
the meeting to move the public comment 

portion of the meeting until after the vote 
was taken. 

It appears that the Valhalla school 
board did everything in its power, without 
breaking the law, to insure as few people as 
possible knew about the superintendent’s 
raise, when it would be voted on and the 
suppression of any input from the public 
before the vote took place. It’s important 
to note that since the 2 percent tax cap 
legislation was implemented in 2011, the 
more money in the budget that goes to the 
administrators, the less there is for things 
many feel would be more important to the 
improvement of the quality of education.

Anthony Futia
North White Plains

Valhalla Board of Ed Erred in Keeping Superintendent Salary Hike Secret



March 3 - March 9, 2015www.TheExaminerNews.com 15

RSVP Required: Call 914-273-0730

Exciting Meetings

• Learn about the discounts available

• Relevant Topics
• Networking with other contractors, 
     suppliers, and key decision makers
• Free Food and Drinks

Group Savings on Insurance
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Thursday, March 12, 6:30 pm
Tax, Accounting, and Financial Planning For Construction Industry Members

Thursday, April 9, 6:30 pm
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Thursday, May 14, 6:30 pm
Con Edison Electric & Gas Issues Facing the Building Industry
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The Crowne Plaza Hotel
66 Hale Ave, White Plains, NY 10601  
914-682-0050

learn about important industry news from 
The Builders Institute of Westchester!

Meetings sponsored in part by:
The Builders Institute of Westchester (BI)
80 Business Park Drive, Suite 309, Armonk, NY 10504  
914-273-0730  •  www.buildersinstitute.org 
Westchester & the Hudson Valley’s largest Building 
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On Wednesday, March 25, Howard 
Meyer’s Acting Program, an affiliate 
of Axial Theatre, a professional theatre 
company in Pleasantville, is offering 
a free introductory Basic Acting 
Technique course for beginning actors 
of all ages. 

There will be three classes offered: for 
Young Actors (ages 10-12) from 4 to 5 
p.m.; for Teens (ages 13-17) from 5:15 to 
7 p.m.; and adults (ages 18 and up) from 
7:30 to 10:30 p.m. Students who decide 
to enroll in the 12-week program begin 
regular classes Apr. 1 for adults and Apr. 
8 for youths and teens.  

Rachel Jones, an Equity actor and a 
member of Axial’s ensemble company 
who has performed in over a dozen 
Axial productions and will be directing 
the group’s spring show, teaches the class 
for adults. 

“The start of spring is a great time to 
try something new,” Jones said. “This 
class gives people a chance to see if 
acting could be right for them; it’s also 
ideal for those returning to acting after 
many years.” 

Basic Acting Technique lays the 
foundation of the actor’s craft with a 
range of exercises developed by master 
teachers Sanford Meisner and Lee 
Strasberg that help develop the actor’s 
use of his or her senses and imagination. 

All are practiced individually and in 
groups. Monologues and scenes are 
integrated into the exercises.

Basic Technique for Young Actors 
is taught by Jess Erick, an actor, 
director, writer and singer/songwriter 
who has appeared in numerous Axial 
productions and on various Westchester 

and Manhattan stages. Erick’s class looks 
at all aspects of acting for the stage, 
with special focus on improvisation, 
monologues and discovering and using 
one’s voice. Classes teach students to 
project with clarity and build confidence, 
skill and trust.

In Basic Technique for Teenagers, 
Erick focuses on the techniques and 
principles of the craft through exercises 
that cultivate the imagination, the senses 
and the expression of voice and body. 
Students are encouraged to access their 
own uniqueness and point-of-view in a 
creative and safe environment.

Students who decide to enroll 
following the introductory course pay 
$395 for a 12-week session ($385 for 
Young Actors). Adults have the option 
of registering for a six-week session for 
$245. (The 12-week registration cost is 
discounted by $95.) 

Howard  Meyer’s Acting Program 
also offers intermediate, advanced and 
master classes and individual coaching 
in auditions for school or stage (with 
a casting director) and workshops in 
voice, movement and acting for TV. 

Axial Theatre offers professional fall 
and spring productions of new, never-
produced plays by acclaimed writers; 
contemporary, award-winning works 
from Broadway and Off-Broadway; and 
revivals of the great classics of the 19th 
and 20th century. 

To register for the free introductory 
Basic Acting Technique class, call 914-
286-7680 or visit http://www.hmacting.
org/register.html.  

Howard Meyer’s Acting Program Offers Acting Technique Class

Rachel Jones
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By Janine Bowen
A marching band and cheerleaders 

stormed the court at the Westchester 
County Center on Friday afternoon, but 
not for a basketball game -- the fanfare 
was celebrating the launch of a new 
academic challenge. 

Friday marked the kickoff of the first-
ever Westchester Smart Mobile App 
Development Bowl, which challenges 
students across the county and 
throughout the metropolitan area to use 
technology to find solutions for problems 
facing today’s society.

“What’s so encouraging is that standing 
here, surrounded by this group [of 
students], you see how much human 
potential we have to address all our 
needs and challenges, and all of you 
have the power to change the world with 
technology or change the technology that 
exists today,” said County Executive Rob 
Astorino. 

The goal of the inaugural event is to 
develop an Android or iPhone application 
that will help people suffering from 
Alzheimer’s disease or dementia manage 
their symptoms. 

Fifty teams from high schools and 
colleges across Westchester, Rockland, 
New York City, Connecticut and Long 
Island have signed up to compete. 
Winners receive cash prizes and 
opportunities for paid internships. Local 

high schools involved in the competition 
include Byram Hills, Fox Lane, Horace 
Greeley and Pleasantville. 

“The fact that we have 50 schools from 
three states is phenomenal,” Astorino said. 
“We’ve got so many different minds now 
working on developing an app, which 
could literally change a life and a family’s 
life in regards to Alzheimer’s or dementia, 
so this is a wonderful thing.”

The Mobile App Development Bowl 
is sponsored by the county and Pace 
University’s Seidenberg School of 

Computer Science and Information 
Systems. Bill McGrath, senior vice 
president and COO of Pace University’s 
Westchester campus, said the focus 
was chosen because most people know 
someone who suffers from Alzheimer’s or 
dementia. 

People suffering from those ailments 
represent an underserved population, 
McGrath said, leaving a gap in the market 
for tools and technology that can be 
addressed by the work of these students. 

McGrath noted that the competition 

will provide local students with a 
practical and more hands-on approach 
to technology than they would ever be 
able to experience in a classroom, where 
lessons are often based on theoretical 
problems. 

“They’re going to be able to see the 
outcome of their work truly help people 
who are a vulnerable population, so it’s 
gratifying, but it’s like having a real job 
instead of being in a classroom,” he said. 

Virginia Nalbandian, an AP computer 
science teacher at Pleasantville High 
School and coach of the school’s Mobile 
App Development Bowl team, said 
while all of the students on her team 
already have a love of technology, this  
experience will show them how they can 
apply their classroom knowledge outside 
school. 

“I think being part of this contest gives 
them an opportunity to actually see how 
they can use Java or any programming 
language in the real world, so it’s a great 
application and it’s a great cause,” she said.

Nalbandian noted that members of her 
team, Hot Cup of Java, have not settled 
on an idea for the app they will ultimately 
submit, but said that she and the students 
will be working hard over the next few 
weeks on the project. 

The winners of the Westchester Smart 
Mobile App Development Bowl will be 
announced by a panel of judges Apr. 17. 

Tech Savvy Students to Apply Knowledge in App Development Bowl

County Executive Rob Astorino is surrounded by the Westchester Knicks dancers and members of  Hot 
Cup of  Java, the team representing Pleasantville High School in the county’s first-ever Westchester 
Smart Mobile App Development Bowl.

Come see what Temple Beth El is all about at one of these upcoming programs!
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With the purchase of four 
homes under my belt, I’ve 
applied for that many traditional 
mortgages. There have been 
many more times when I’ve 
taken mortgages to either lower 
my interest rate or tackle major 
renovations or new business 
ventures. 

I’ve lost count of how many 
times, but never have I been put 
through the wringer quite like the 
last time when I bought my new 
home at Trump Park Residences 
in  Shrub Oak.  

During the first round, I went 
through the humiliation of being 
turned down flat because, I am told, I am 
self-employed and was holding on to my 
primary residence, which already holds a 
hefty mortgage. The residence has served 
throughout my career as a piggy bank to 
finance one new business venture after 
another. 

The first mortgage lender, recommended 
by my selling agent, wasn’t as resourceful 
as he might have been. But the second 
one, Richie Vicinanza of Homestead 
Funding Corp., was my lucky charm and 
got me qualified. Still, the paperwork was 
astounding. Each time Vicinanza would 
ask me for more documentation, I would 
joke with him and eventually asked, “What 
next, a blood and urine sample?” 

But Vicinanza never lost 
patience with my insolence and 
saw me through the mortgage 
commitment and happy 
purchase of my new home. 

What is it that keeps the 
mortgage industry so distanced 
from its homebuyers and so 
difficult to deal with? I asked 
my two closest buddies in the 
business to comment about it. 
Beside Vicinanza, I asked that 
question of Paul M. Menga, who 
heads up the mortgage division 
of the agency where I hang my 
hat, William Raveis Mortgage.  

“I have been in the business for 
about 10 years now and the only significant 
differences I have noticed in qualification 
is with self-employed borrowers,” Menga 
said. “They tend to have the most difficulty 
qualifying for a mortgage but it’s still not 
impossible if you know what you are doing, 
have the right lenders at your disposal and 
do your up-front homework to try and 
address all possible hurdles that you might 
face down the road.

“There has definitely been an increase 
in documentation required to secure a 
mortgage these days, but that is actually 
a good thing for the industry and helps 
solidify a safe and stable market for the 
future. Lack of documentation and due 
diligence were major contributors to the 

housing industry collapse.”
Basic qualification standards haven’t 

changed much over the years, Menga said. 
Prospective borrowers may mistakenly 
associate increased paperwork with 
increased difficulty in qualifying, which is 
not the case.

Menga said there are still low down 
payment options available, even 0 percent 
in some cases, so it remains a great time 
for first-time homebuyers or people who 
saw their credit suffer during the housing 
market collapse.

“Regulation standards for mortgage 
lenders have changed and will continue to 
change, especially since the financial crisis 
of 2008,” Vicinanza said. “The industry 
has been required to conform to new 
guidelines brought on by the Dodd-Frank 
Act, which promotes financial institutions’ 
accountability and consumer protection.”

The most recent implementation, he 
said, was the Qualified Mortgage guidelines 
in January 2014, regulated by the Financial 
Protection Bureau. As a result, mortgages 
may have pre-closing audits by outside 
sources and that can delay closings.  

Working with a licensed loan 
originator who is experienced and a 
lending institution that knows what the 
requirements are from the beginning of 
a home financing search can save time. 
Loans can still be closed within 30 days.   

There is talk throughout the industry 

about loosening lending standards, but 
lenders are being cautious, Vicinanza 
said. Recent changes include Fannie Mae 
reducing the cash-out refinance limit from 
85 percent loan-to-value to 80 percent.  
Meanwhile, Fannie Mae has brought 
back 97 percent conventional mortgage 
financing for purchase transactions for 
first-time homebuyers.  

“What people really need to know is that 
mortgage financing is still readily available 
and that rates are still at all-time lows,”  
Vicinanza said. “But we are never sure how 
long rates will stay at this level. Bottom 
line: there is no time like the present to 
purchase a new home or refinance your 
current mortgage.”

To know more, call either Paul M. 
Menga of William Raveis at 914-837-
9889 or Richie Vicinanza of Homestead 
Funding Corp. at 914-447-6158.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, Inc., 
the longest running public relations agency 
in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.com), 
specializing in lifestyles, real estate and 
development. His real estate site is: www.
PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his blog is: 
www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To engage the 
services of The Home Guru and his team 
to market your home for sale, call 914-522-
2076.

Qualifying for a Mortgage: What Next, Blood and Urine Samples?
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By Martin Wilbur
For many women who work in 

the business world or a corporate 
environment, they never seem to have 
enough shoes. Whether it be for various 
business engagements, a casual night out 
or needing to color coordinate footwear 
with their outfit, some women could go 
through multiple pairs of shoes in the 
same day.

Kara Schwartz, a 25-year-old fashion 
industry veteran, once faced that problem.

“Why can’t someone, why can’t some 
designer come up with a shoe that you 
can just wear from morning to night that’s 
super comfortable, that you can just change 
the accessories?” Schwartz pondered.

So the Mount Kisco mom of two teenage 
boys took the matter into her own hands-
-literally. In November, Schwartz, 49, 
launched Flop Girl by Kara Mac, a line of 
her own shoes with an assortment of at 
least 15 to 20 decorative heel coverings and 
toe clips that transform the same shoe into 
multipurpose footwear.

“If I wanted to look corporate during the 
day or fashionable during the day, I would 
wear one (pair of shoes) to coordinate with 
my outfit, and if I had an event that night, 
I’d slip this one on,” Schwartz said. “You 
could put five pairs of shoes in your purse.”

Currently, Schwartz offers three styles of 
shoes--the Patent Pump and the Smokin’ 
Hot Slipper are basic classic-style black 
shoes that start at $99 a pair, and the Betty 
Boot, which is an ankle-high boot for $159 
and up. This year she will introduce two 
more styles into her collection, another 
pump and a sandal, both of which can 
be similarly decorated with various 
ornaments.

The shoes are available in sizes 6 to 11 
1/2 for the Patent Pump, 6 1/2 to 11 1/2 for 
the Smokin’ Hot Slipper (half-sizes only) 
and 6 to 10 1/2 for the boot. She sells an 
insert for those who are between sizes.

Having suffered through her share of 
painful shoes, comfort is mandatory for 
Schwartz. There are all kinds of trendy 
styles that come and go and look great, but 

some of those damage women’s feet. Her 
shoes’ insteps are soft and plush, and the 
leather material is sturdy.

“I wanted to make it super high quality 
so the shoe lasts a really long time,” she 
said.

From the time she was 12 years old, 
Schwartz, who grew up in Somers through 
sixth grade before her family moved 
upstate, wanted nothing else but to work 
in the fashion industry. She recalled 
announcing to her mother that she would 
attend the Fashion Institute of Technology 
and never applied to another college. 

Although Schwartz studied women’s 
wear, her first job after graduating FIT was 
in menswear, and that’s where she would 
stay for more than 25 years.

Now, Schwartz manages her online 

business from her Crow Hill Road home, 
a welcome change from the years of 
commuting into Manhattan, where at least 
12-hour days were commonplace. Each 
morning she sends her husband, Steve, a 
financial industry professional, off to work 
and her two sons off to school. By 6:45 a.m. 
she is ready to start her day.

While Flop Girl launched in November, 
Schwartz said she first had the idea for the 
business about three years ago. But it wasn’t 
until she visited the business academy of 
Daymond John of “Shark Tank” fame at 
about this time last year that she had the 
gumption to make a go of it on her own. 
John listened intently to Schwartz’s plan 
and succinctly said to her “this could be 
huge.”

“That gave me the confidence to say, 
‘You know what, this is what I’m doing 
from now on,” Schwartz recalled. “I’m not 
working and doing this on the side.”

Then on May 30, she left her job to 
prepare to start her business. Schwartz 
launched Flop Girl over the Thanksgiving 
weekend. She signed up for space at the 
Massachusetts Conference for Women, 
a gathering of some 10,000 women in 
Boston, and she couldn’t run the mobile 
reader to take credit cards fast enough.

“I needed four other people in my booth 
because the demographics of the women 
who were at this were perfect,” Schwartz 
said.

For more information on Flop Girl by 
Kara Mac, visit the website at www.flopgirl.
com or e-mail flopgirl@flopgirl.com.

know your
Neighbor

Kara Schwartz
Fashion Designer, Mt. Kisco

THERE’S A 
LOT OF LOVE

IN THE AIR
UP HERE.

It’s just the way people feel about Westchester. We know. We’re the 1,000 people 

who help run Indian Point, and we live in the area too. Indian Point generates about 

one quarter of the power for New York City and Westchester, with virtually no 

greenhouse gas emissions, and at lower cost than other sources. All across our area, 

we’re Powering New York in ways you might not expect.

Learn more about the true value of Indian Point to our area, 
as well as the $1 billion we’ve invested in the safety of our plant in recent years, 

at SafeSecureVital.com/PoweringNY

Indian Point Energy Center

POWERING NEW YORK
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Tuesday, March 3
English Conversation Mini Course. 

For speakers of other languages seeking to 
improve their English. All welcome. Mount 
Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main St., 
Mount Kisco. 2 to 3:30 p.m. Free. Tuesdays 
through March 31. Info: 914-864-0038 or 
visit www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Drop-in Homework Help. Difficult 
math problems? Tricky grammar 
questions? Drop in to the Teen Zone 
after school for some extra help from a 
high school volunteer. For students in 
grades 6-8. Chappaqua Public Library, 
195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 3 to 4 
p.m. Free. Also March 5, 10, 12, 17, 19, 
24 and 26. Info: 914-238-4779 or www.
chappaqualibrary.org.

Italian Language and Culture With 
Mara De Matteo. De Matteo, born 
and raised in Italy, combines lively 
conversation with grammatical instruction 
in her classes, creating interactive lessons 
on the richness of Italian culture, past 
and present, through real-life anecdotes, 
literature, personal memoirs, films and 
photography. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd East, Armonk. 6:30 
p.m. Free. Also March 10, 17, 23, 24, 30 
and 31. Info: 914-273-3887.

First Tuesdays Book Club. “The Road 

From Coorain” by Jill Ker Conway will be 
discussed. Led by Mary Johnson. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East., Armonk. 7:30 p.m. Free. Info: 
914-273-3887.

Craig Ferguson’s Hot & Grumpy Tour: 
Walking the Earth. The star of TV’s “The 
Late Late Show “and “Celebrity Name 
Game” brings his comedy standup flair to 
Westchester. Paramount Hudson Valley, 
1008 Brown St., Peekskill. 8 p.m. $55, $66 
and $76. Info and tickets: 914-739-0039 or 
visit www.paramounthudsonvalley.com.

Wednesday, March 4
Master Networker Meeting. Join this 

high-energy interactive membership 
network of learning-based, service-
oriented entrepreneurs and business 
leaders. Come be a guest any Wednesday 
to learn more about this world-class 
business training and referral program. 
Mount Kisco Coach Diner, 252 E. Main 
St., Mount. 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. RSVP suggested. Info and 
RSVP: Contact Julie Genovesi at 303-929-
7203 or e-mail julie@eurobella.net or just 
drop in. 

Zumba Fitness. Achieve long-term 
benefits while having a blast in one 
exciting hour of calorie-burning, body-

energizing, awe-inspiring movements 
meant to engage and captivate for life. For 
all fitness levels. Dance Emotions, 75 S. 
Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. Every Monday 
and Wednesday at 9 a.m. and Saturdays at 
10 a.m. Drop in or weekly discount rates 
available. Info: Contact Peggy at 914 960-
4097.

Pound Fitness Program. A 45-minute 
full-body cardio and stress relief jam 
session, fusing Pilates, cardio, plyometrics, 
isometric movements and poses. Using 
lightly weighted drumsticks called Ripstix™ 
and combining constant simulated 
drumming resulting in working the entire 
body. Dance Emotions, 75 S. Greeley 
Ave., Chappaqua. 10:15 a.m. $20. Every 
Wednesday. Info: Contact Peggy at 914 
960-4097.

Mommy Meet Up. Whether it’s your 
first child or your fifth, this program 
is a great way to get out of the house, 
meet new friends and enjoy time with 
your baby. For newborns birth to eight 
months old and their moms. Romperee 
Indoor Playground at World Cup Nursery 
School & Kindergarten 160 Hunts Lane, 
Chappaqua, 10:15 to 11 a.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday (except holidays) through 
June. Info: Contact Kim Bremer at 914-
238-9267 ext. 20.

Senior Benefits Information Center. 
Counselors offer older adults one-on-
one counseling covering a broad range 
of topics including Medicare health and 
prescription plans, food stamps, HEAP, 
EPIC, weatherization, minor home repair 
and tax relief programs. Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 Main St., Mount 
Kisco. 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. Info: 914-231-3260.

Chair Yoga With Alka Kaminer. 
Experience greater flexibility, 
cardiovascular endurance and improved 
balance, strengthening and toning of 
muscles, better digestion, stress reduction, 
mental clarity, improved breathing, 
relaxation and an overall sense of well-
being. No previous yoga or fitness exercise 
experience necessary. North Castle Public 
Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 1 p.m. Free. Also March 11, 18 
and 25. Info: 914-273-3887.

Knitting Club. Come learn to knit, or if 
you already know how, bring your current 
project and enjoy a visit with other knitters 
and crocheters. Beginners should bring a 
pair off size 8 or 10 straight knitting needles 
and skein or worsted weight yarn. Open to 
knitters and crocheters 10 years old and 
up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. 
Main St., Mount Kisco. 4 to 5:30 p.m. Free. 
Every Wednesday. Info: 914-666-8041.

Neu First Wednesdays: Congo in 
Theater, Dance, Costume, and Music. 
Program includes reading of scenes from 
“Ruined,” a play by Lynn Nottage set in 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo, 

a conversation with the playwright. 
Neuberger Museum of Art, 735 Anderson 
Hill Rd., Purchase. 4:30 p.m. $5. Seniors 
(62 and up): Free. Students (with valid ID), 
children (under 12), museum members 
and Purchase faculty and staff: Free. Info: 
914–251–6100 or visit www.neuberger.org.

Wednesday Night Bingo. Regular 
bingo tickets and specials available for sale. 
Includes coffee, tea and hot chocolate. Hot 
dogs and soda for sale. Holy Rosary School, 
180 Bradhurst Ave., Hawthorne. Doors 
open at 6 p.m. Games start at 7:20 p.m. $2 
(for one card). Extra game cards may be 
purchased for $2 or $3 each along with a 
few specialty games. Every Wednesday.

Adult Beginner Salsa Classes. A four-
week trial for beginners who want to learn 
how to salsa. Walk-ins welcome, but call 
in advance to be added to the class list 
for the session. 42 Memorial Plaza (lower 
level), Pleasantville. 6:30 to 7:15. Free. 
Wednesdays through March 25. Info and 
call ups: 917-215-1720.

Breast, Ovarian and Gynecological 
Cancer Support Group. Northern 
Westchester Hospital at Chappaqua 
Crossing, 480 Bedford Rd., Chappaqua. 
7 p.m. Free. Meets the first Wednesday of 
every month. Registration required. Info 
and registration: 914-962-6402 or 800-
532-4290.

Art Discussion Series: Edmonia 
Lewis. Born 1844, Lewis spent most 
of her professional life in Rome as an 
internationally respected sculptor. She 
combined various themes of black and 
American Indian cultures into her 
neoclassical-styled sculptures and brought 
the issues in the United States onto the 
world stage. Led by Professor Valerie 
Franco. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 7 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887 or www.
northcastlelibrary.org.

Thursday, March 5
Let Your Yoga Dance Classes. The 

popular Kripalu noon dance class is now 
in Chappaqua! Combines easy dance, 
gentle yoga and great music. Come join 
this noncompetitive, heart pumping and 
joyful experience. Drop-ins welcome. 
Dance Emotions, 75 S. Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua.10 a.m. $20 per 75-minute 
class. Every Tuesday and Thursday. Info: 
914-238-8974 or email claudiayogadance@
gmail.com.

Story Time Playgroup. Join Miss 
Debbie for a story, music and playtime 
with toys and books in this new program. 
Children and a parent or caregiver can 
spend special time together and make new 
friends. For children six months to four 
years old. Mount Pleasant Public Library, 
350 Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 1:45 to 2:30 
p.m. Free. Every Thursday. Info: 914-769-

BE IN A PAID COMMERCIAL!�

Vitamin Enriched, a local casting company, is looking for�
NY tri-state area couples, singles and retirees (55 – 75 yrs old)�
who can talk about the paths they’ve taken to financial success.�

($1 million + in assets)�

•�How have you prepared your children�
for their financial futures?�

•�Are you retired and still working by choice?�

•�How have you used your Social Security�
benefits in a not-so-common way?�

•�What are some of the financial challenges�
a modern family faces?�

Please email�
CASTING@VITAMINENRICHEDFILMS.COM�

ASAP with your story, contact details, and a picture.�

www.vitaminenrichedfilms.com�

VITAMINĐ ENRICHEDĐ

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Martin Wilbur at mwilbur@theexaminernews.com.com.

continued on page 22
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Last week I 
introduced readers 
to “artisanal 
importers” who 
have a passion 
for particular 
styles or regions 
and vigorously 
pursue the wines 
that express 
their passions. A 

particular artisanal importer’s name on 
a wine’s back label can compel you to 
purchase a wine with certainty, not with 
the usual element of chance. This week I 
feature one of the local Westchester-based 
importers.

Serge Doré has evolved from a 
restaurateur and corporate salesperson 
to an entrepreneurial spokesperson for 
artisanal producers. From the office of 
Serge Doré Selections in Chappaqua, he 
has pursued his passion for nearly two 
decades.

Recently, I sat with Serge and his 
assistant, Robin, at a cozy table at Le Jardin 
du Roi, a fitting dining venue around the 
corner from their office. I asked them to 
present wines that they felt represented 
their philosophy and embodied their 
passion for wines. Interspersed with the 
wine samplings, I learned more about 
Serge’s passion for wine. 

He hand-selects the winemakers he 

represents, from nine French regions, 
of which Bordeaux and Burgundy are 
the most expansive in his portfolio. 
These artisans are typically small, 
multigenerational farmers with unique 
wines and limited production, generally 
under 1,000 cases.

Notable quotes from Serge: “Wine is 
life.” 

“I focus on terroir, and the genius 
behind it. If my name is on the label, then 
you know my soul is in the bottle.”

He has a new branding image: the icon 
of a wine drinker, glass of wine in hand, 
toasting a grapevine as if to say “Thank you 
for the gift of this wine.” I agree: Vive le vin.

On to the wines we shared.
Château de Portets Grave Blanc, 

2013: The combination of these three 
white grapes from the Grave subregion in 
Bordeaux, France is rather unique, and the 
results are impressive. The floral elements 
of Sémillon (60 percent) are countered by 
the freshness of the Sauvignon Blanc (30 
percent) and the suppleness of Muscadelle 
(10 percent).

Château de Portets Grave Rouge, 2009: 
While the blend is typical of the region, the 
terroir and style are not. The Merlot (60 
percent), Cabernet Sauvignon (35 percent) 
and Cabernet Franc (5 percent) combine 
to produce a full-bodied wine that is clean 

on the palate and reflects its micro terroir 
and its lineage. The Théron family has been 
plying this land for over 50 years. Their 
goal is to produce wine for the people. 
Mission accomplished.   

Domaine Dupré Beaujolais-Villages, 
Vignes du 1940, 2013: The Dupré family 
produces only 300 cases of 
their 100 percent  Gamay 
wine, grown on nearly 
75-year-old vines. This is a 
full-bodied wine redolent 
of plums and cherries, with 
a fine balance of fruit and 
acidity. Perfect for summer 
quaffing.

Domaine Fond Croze Cotes du Rhone 
Villages, 2011: The third generation 
of the Long family has a vision unlike 
most Southern Rhone winemakers. They 
produce wines from single varietals. This 
allows them to show the true expression 
of their vineyards and their terroir. First, 
I sampled their Grenache (850 cases) 
and then their Syrah (600 cases), both 
produced without a supporting cast. Each 
burst with fruits and a balanced complexity 
emblematic of the local terroir, lovingly 
nurtured in organic harmony with nature.  

Adissat Lirac Cru du Rhone, 2011: 
What better way to emphasize your 
philosophy and passion for wine than to be 

actively involved in its ultimate expression? 
Doré’s name appears on both the front 
and the back labels of each bottle of this 
partnership with two oenologist friends. 
The grapes -- Mourvedre (80 percent) and 
Grenache (20 percent) – are cultivated 
in this tiny, little-known corner of the 
Southern Rhone Valley. Its deep purple 
color heralds the rich, dark fruit and hints 

of chocolate wafting from my 
sampling glass. This was my 
favorite of the day; alas, only 
400 cases of this gem were 
produced.

When we concluded 
our tastings, I realized the 
symbiotic relation between 

Serge and his producers—an American 
artisanal importer setting the stage for 
French artisanal winemakers. One feeds 
the passion of the other. Without one, the 
other could not exist. Ask for his wines at 
your favorite wine shop.

Nick Antonaccio is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years 
he has conducted wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

By Nick Antonaccio
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0548 or visit www.mountpleasnatlibrary.
org.

Read to Rover. Dogs love listening to 
stories. Come meet Rover and read your 
favorite story. For children five years old 
and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 
E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. 
Every Thursday. Info: 914-864-0130 or 
visit www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Zumba Fitness Class. Addie-Tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza (lower level), Pleasantville. 7 to 8 
p.m. $15 a class. $29 for four classes. $55 
for eight classes. Meets every Thursday. 
Also Saturdays from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. Info: 
917-215-1720, e-mail AddietudeDance@
gmail.com or visit www.Addie-tude.com. 

Life and Death With Dignity: Taking 
Charge of Healthcare Decisions. The 
League of Women Voters of New Castle 
will host this forum to start a conversation 
about palliative care, hospice, advance 
care planning and other issues to consider 
when taking charge of present and future 
healthcare decisions. Featuring a panel 
of healthcare and legal elder care experts 
and moderated by Rev. Dr. Martha Jacobs, 
senior minister at the First Congregational 
Church of Chappaqua. Chappaqua Public 
Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 
7 to 9 p.m. Free. Info: Contact Amy 

McNamara at 914-238-8342 or the 
League of Women Voters of New Castle at 
lwvnewcastle@gmail.com.

Friday, March 6
Zumba Gold  Class. A trial class 

featuring Zumba’s low-impact approach. 
Drop in anytime. Addie-Tude Performing 
Arts Center, 42 Memorial Plaza (lower 
level), Pleasantville. 11 a.m. to noon. Free. 
($12 drop-in fee after free trial class.) 
Every Friday. Also Tuesdays from 10 to 
11 a.m. Info: Contact Amy Olin at olin.
amyj@gmail.com.

Spirograph. Drop in anytime to create 
curved, geometric designs. Very 1960s. For 
students in grades 6-12. Chappaqua Public 
Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua.11 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Free. Info: 914-238-4779 or 
www.chappaqualibrary.org.

Magic: The Gathering With Lucas. 
Drop-in and play. Beginners and 
experienced players welcome.  For students 
in grades 7-12. Chappaqua Public Library, 
195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 3:30 to 
4:30 p.m. Free. Every Friday through Apr. 
24 (except Apr. 3). Info: 914-238-4779 or 
www.chappaqualibrary.org.

Friday Night Cinema: “Run Lola Run.” 
Tom Tykwer’s heroine in this frenetically 
paced, whimsical action adventure drama 
keeps you on your toes as you try to 
guess how she will come up with 100,000 

deutschmarks in 20 minutes to save 
her boyfriend. In German with English 
Subtitles. Post-screening discussion led 
by Prof. Valerie Franco. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

Saturday, March 7
Pleasantville Farmers Market. The 

market moves indoors featuring vendors 
with winter-grown produce along with 
a variety of meats, cheeses, breads and 
prepared foods. Pleasantville Middle 
School, 40 Romer Ave., Pleasantville. 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Every Saturday 
through May 9. Info: Visit www.
pleasantvillefarmersmarket.com.

Mount Kisco Farmers Market. St. 
Mark’s Church, 85 Main St., Mount Kisco. 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Info: Visit https://www.
facebook.com/MtKiscoFarmersMarket.

Sahaja Meditation. Led by Peter Simone. 
Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main 
St., Mount Kisco. 10 to 11 a.m. Free. Every 
Saturday. Registration required. Info and 
registration: 914-864-0137.

Putnam/Northern Westchester 
BOCES STEM Fest. Featuring hands-
on exhibits on monster storms, weather 
forecasting and sustainable living; a regional 
science fair for middle school students; a 
presentation by meteorologist Jim Witt; 
a program on animals as meteorologists 
with live animals; STEM demonstrations; 
and the Green Machine trailer showcasing 
energy efficient technologies. Putnam/
Northern Westchester BOCES campus, 
200 BOCES Drive, Yorktown Heights. 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Free. ($4 admission to the 
Monster Storm exhibit.) Info: 914-248-
2235.

Gan Shabbat. A monthly program of 
children’s Sabbath services for nursery 
school-age students and their families 
featuring an interactive introduction to 
Shabbat songs, stories and prayers. A kid-
friendly Kiddush of refreshments follows 
each service. Bet Torah, 60 Smith Ave., 
Mount Kisco. 10:30 a.m. Free. Info: 914-
666-7595.

Tai Chi With Larry Attile. Learn 
specific feldenkrais and chi kung breathing 
techniques for deep relaxation and apply 
them to tai chi movement. A hands-on class 
that is geared to the level of experience of 
the class. Please wear comfortable clothes 
and bring a floor mat or towel. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 10:30 a.m. Free. Also 
March 14, 21 and 28. Info: 914-273-3887.

Adult Salsa Class. Addie-Tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza (lower level), Pleasantville. 11 a.m. 
to noon. Free. $12. Every Saturday. Also 
Mondays from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Info: 917-
215-1720 or visit www.addie-tude.com.

Pound Fitness Program. A 45-minute 
full-body cardio and stress relief jam 
session, fusing Pilates, cardio, plyometrics, 
isometric movements and poses. Using 

lightly weighted drumsticks called Ripstix™ 
and combining constant simulated 
drumming resulting in working the entire 
body. TADA Theatre And Dance Arts, 
131 Bedford Rd., Katonah. 11:45 a.m. $20. 
Every Saturday; also Wednesdays at 7:30 
p.m. Info: Contact Peggy at 914 960-4097.

Learn Bridge With Joel Goren. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 1 p.m. Free. Also March 
14, 21 and 28. Info: 914-273-3887.

Opening Reception for “The Evolution 
of Color and Texture.” Scarsdale resident 
Jill S. Krutick will display her works that 
were inspired by great impressionists 
Claude Monet and Vincent van Gogh as 
well as abstract expressionist Mark Rothko. 
The works included in this exhibition 
bridge together Krutick’s lifelong 
fascination with color and texture and her 
observations of the nature that surrounds 
her. Typically using a palette knife to layer 
and scrape, she reworks her oil paintings 
until a sense of harmony and balance is 
achieved. Mamaroneck Artists Guild, 126 
Larchmont Ave., Larchmont. 3 to 5 p.m. 
Free. Exhibit continues through March 28. 
Gallery open Tuesday through Saturday 12 
to  5 p.m. Info: 914-834-1117 or visit www.
mamaroneckartistsguild.org.

The Dom Flemons Trio: “Roots in 
the Music Room.” Widely considered 
an American Songster for the modern 
age, Flemons delights with tunes crossing 
regions, instruments, and centuries. 
Calling on traditional southern folk riffs, 
ragtime, blues, jugband music and a fair 
dose of humor, he plays with storytelling 
and traditional musical forms to create 
new soundscapes suitable for the 21st 
century American roots listener. Kristin 
Andreassen and Jefferson Hamer will 
open. Caramoor Center for Music and the 
Arts, 149 Girdle Ridge Rd., Katonah. 8 p.m. 
$15, $35, $45 and $55. Info and tickets: 
914-232-1252 or visit www.caramoor.org. 

Sunday, March 8
Maple Sugaring Party. A family fun 

event to celebrate the end of winter and 
the peak of the maple sugaring season. 
Featured events include demonstrations 
of sap collecting, depictions of Native 
American and Colonial-style sugaring 
sites, candy and porridge making 
and crafts. Refreshments available for 
purchase. Rain or shine. Greenburgh 
Nature Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Early online registration 
rate (through March 7): Members--$5 
per person. Non-members--$10 person. 
Day of event: Members--$8 per person. 
Non-members--$15 per person. Children 
(under 2): Free. Info and registration: Visit 
www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.  

Learn and Play Mah Jongg. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 1 p.m. Free. Also March 
15, 22 and 29. Info: 914-273-3887.

continued frompage 20

9 Kirby Plaza • Mt.Kisco • 242-3650 
9 N Broadway • Tarrytown • 332-8093

OPEN 7 DAYS
Mon-Fri 9-7 • Sat 9-4:30 • Sun 11-5

HAIRCUTS $19
BARBER SHOP

HAIRCUT SPECIALS
MONDAYS 

Buzz Cuts $14
With #1,#2,or #3 Blade

TUES. & WEDS.
Children $14

(up to 10 years old)

Seniors $14
(over 65 years old)

THURSDAYS
All Haircuts $16

Cannot be combined with any other discounts or  
promotion. *No card punches with specials

NO 
APPOINTMENTS

Includes Punch on  
“Free Haircut Card” 
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By Neal Rentz
Programmers at the Jacob Burns Film 

Center are known to search the globe 
for movies and attend international 
film festivals to create series for the 
Pleasantville theater. 

That pattern is being broken for the 
center’s upcoming series “In Case of 
No Emergency: The Films of Ruben 
Ostlund.” The film series, which will be 
held every Wednesday this month and 
includes four features and two shorts 
from the 40-year-old Swedish filmmaker, 
wasn’t created by the Burns, said 
Programming Director Brian Ackerman. 

The series, which is currently on 
tour throughout the United States and 
Canada, is produced by a partnership 
that includes film production companies, 
the Embassy of Sweden in the U.S. and 
the Consulate General of Sweden in 
New York. The series was presented at 
the Film Society of Lincoln Center in 
January.

Ackerman said he has seen only one 
film in the series, “Force Majeure,” which 
will be the closing night feature on 
March 25. The acclaimed film received 
the prestigious Jury Prize at last year’s 
Cannes Film Festival. The Burns was 
given a limited time to screen the film, 
Ackerman said. 

While “Force Majeure” may not be a 
film most American moviegoers may be 

familiar with, it was one of Ackerman’s 
favorite releases of 2014. It is the story of 
a father who leaves his wife and children 
at a winter resort as an avalanche bears 

down on his family.
While few knew much of Ostlund’s 

films outside of international film 
festival attendees before his success with 

“Force Majeure,” Ackerman said he was 
impressed with the director’s work. 

“This is a guy who’s working at a really, 
really high level,” Ackerman said. 

Though Ostlund has risen to 
prominence in recent years, he said the 
director launched his career making 
extreme skiing films. As far as Ostlund’s 
other works are concerned, Ackerman 
said he knows about as much as the 
general public who will attend the series. 

“We’re experiencing this with the 
audience,” he said. 

The Jacob Burns Film Center is located 
at 364 Manville Rd. in Pleasantville. For 
more information, including tickets 
prices and the schedule of movies, 
call 914-747-5555 or visit www.
burnsfilmcenter.org.

Rising Swiss Director Featured at Burns Film Center Series
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“The place to turn in your time of need!”

Probate | Administration | Wills | Trusts
 Estate Litigation | Guardianship 

Commercial Litigation| Real Estate

FISHLIN & FISHLIN, PLLC - ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
WESTCHESTER, ROCKLAND AND NEW YORK CITY

WESTCHESTER OFFICE 
100 SOUTH BEDFORD RD.

SUITE 340
MT. KISCO, NY 10549

NEW YORK CITY OFFICE 
60 EAST 42ND STREET

SUITE 4600
NEW YORK, NY 10165

FOR ALL APPOINTMENTS CALL OR EMAIL

 (212) 736-8000 | WWW.FISHLINLAW.COM
ATTORNEY ADVERTISING

Todd Fishlin | Lewis Fishlin

When Studio 22 opened its doors 
on Feb. 16, it became northern 
Westchester’s first boutique studio 
dedicated to indoor cycling and yoga. 

Located in the heart of Mount Kisco, 
Studio 22 offers clients consistent, 
results-driven classes throughout the 
day. At just over 4,000 square feet, the 
studio boasts a state-of-the-art cycling 
room as well as a beautifully tranquil 
yoga room where both warm and room 

temperature classes are offered as the 
perfect complement to cycling. Studio 
amenities include full bathrooms, 
showers, towel service and day lockers. 

“We are thrilled to be part of the 
Mount Kisco community and are 
looking forward to bringing top-notch 
boutique-style classes to the area,” said 
Catherine Gleason, owner of Studio 22.

Studio 22 offers three types of 
classes: Ride, a 45-minute cycling class; 

Sweat, a 60-minute warm vinyasa yoga 
class; and Flow, a 75-minute restorative 
yoga class. Clients can book classes up 
to one week in advance via the Studio 
22 website. 

Studio 22 is located at 145 Kisco Ave. 
in Mount Kisco and is wholly owned 
by The Gleason Group, LLC. For more 
information visit www.studio22fitness.
com.

Studio 22, Indoor Cycling, Yoga Facility, Opens in Mt. Kisco

JACOB BURNS FILM CENTER  PHOTO
“Force Majeure,” a film directed by Ruben Ostlund, won the prestigious Jury Prize at the 2014 Cannes 
Film Festival. The movie is the closing night feature of  the “In Case of  No Emergency” festival of  
Ostlund’s works this month at the Jacob Burns Film Center. 
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ExaminEr mEdia Classifieds 030315

adoption
A dream is a wish your heart makes, our 
wish is a baby to love. We're loving, edu-
cated, close family. Expenses paid. Danny/ 
Lorraine 1-866-997-7171

A childless young married couple, hands 
on mom/ devoted dad (she-31/ he-37) 
seeks to adopt. Financial security, expens-
es paid. Call/ text Mary & Adam 1-800-
790-5260

auctions
AUCTION CHEMUNG COUNTY 
REAL PROPERTY TAX FORECLO-
SURES- 100+ Properties March 25 
@11AM.Holiday Inn, Elmira, NY. 800-
243-0061 HAR, Inc. &† AAR, Inc. Free 
brochure: www.NYSAUCTIONS.com

auto donations
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

carEEr training
WELDING CAREERS - Hands on train-
ing for career opportunities in aviation, 
automotive, manufacturing and more. 
Financial aid for qualified students. Job 
placement assistance. CALL AIM 877-
206-4006

Financial
WANT TO BE A HOMEOWNER? Lease 
to own! No Bank qualifying! Enjoy the 
price and value of ownership today with-
out talking to a bank. 845-445-7004

For salE
Privacy Hedges - SPRING Blowout Sale 
6ft Arborvitae (cedar) Reg $129 Now $59 
Beautiful, Nursery Grown. FREE Installa-
tion/FREE delivery 518-536-1367 www.
lowcosttrees.com Limited Supply!

HElp WantEd
Now Hiring Pick- Up & Delivery Drivers 
Maybrook, NY. Pay Increases up to $21.24 
per hour, 100% Paid Medical, Paid Holi-
days, Sick and Personal Days! CDL A w/
HT or HTN Required Call 717-240-4151, 
Ref# 16872

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here Get FAA 
approved Aviation Maintenance Techni-
cian training. Financial aid for qualified 
students  Housing available. Job place-
ment assistance. Call AIM 866-296-7093

Quality Drive Away is adding drivers to 
its driver family. Quality drivers enjoy 
speed-of-light settlements and competi-
tive rates. With Quality's nationwide net-
work of pickup locations, Quality Drivers 

enjoy the best reload opportunities in the 
industry! Call 866-764-1601 or email re-
cruiter@qualitydriveaway.com today to 
take your driving career to the next level.

in HomE pEt sitting
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Catering to 
the most discerning dog owners in West-
chester. Our home will be their home. 24/7 
one on one love. Boarding, daycare, walks 
& transportation services available. Book 
a reservation at info@pleasantpawsinn.
com or 914-773-2020 or 914-906-8414. 9 
Hobby St., Pleasantville.

land For salE
ABSOLUTE LAND SELL OFF! MARCH 
14TH & 15TH! COOPERSTOWN, NY! 
60- 70% BELOW MARKET PRICES 
FROM $19,900 OR $254/MONTH! 26 
TRACTS! WATERFRONT! VIEWS! 
WOODS! 6 miles from Village, low taxes, 
town rd, utils, 100% gítee! Call: 888-905-
8847 to register! NewYorkLandandLakes.
com

lEgal noticE
NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING
MOUNT PLEASANT CENTRAL 

SCHOOL DISTRICT
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pur-
suant to a resolution adopted by the Board 
of Education of the Mount Pleasant Cen-
tral School District  (the “District”) that 
a special meeting of the qualified voters 
of said District be and the same is hereby 
called to be held in said District in the 
Westlake High School Gymnasium, West-
lake Drive, Thornwood, New York on 
Tuesday, March 24, 2015 from 7:00 a.m. 
until 9:00 p.m. for the purpose of voting 
on the following propositions:

PROPOSITION #1
Shall the Board of Education of the 
Mount Pleasant Central School District 
be authorized to (1) construct additions 
to and reconstruct various District build-
ings and facilities, including infrastruc-
ture and site work improvements, and 
acquire original furnishings, equipment, 
machinery or apparatus, at a maximum 
cost of $34,920,000, (2) expend such sum 
for such purpose, (3) levy the necessary 
tax therefore, to be levied and collected 
in annual installments in such years and 
in such amounts as may be determined 
by the Board of Education taking into ac-
count state aid; and (4) in anticipation of 
the collection of such tax, issue bonds and 
notes of the District at one time or from 
time to time in the principal amount not 
to exceed $34,920,000, and the levy of a 
tax to pay the interest on said obligations 
when due?

PROPOSITION #2
Shall the Board of Education of the Mount 
Pleasant Central School District be autho-
rized to (1) construct an addition to and 
reconstruct the auditorium and related 
music rooms, including site work, and 
acquire original furnishings, equipment, 
machinery or apparatus required for the 
purpose, at a maximum cost of $4,996,000, 
(2) expend such sum for such purpose, (3) 

levy the necessary tax therefore, to be lev-
ied and collected in annual installments 
in such years and in such amounts as may 
be determined by the Board of Education 
taking into account state aid; and (4) in 
anticipation of the collection of such tax, 
issue bonds and notes of the District at 
one time or from time to time in the prin-
cipal amount not to exceed $4,996,000, 
and the levy of a tax to pay the interest on 
said obligations when due?

PROPOSITION #3
Shall the Board of Education of the Mount 
Pleasant Central School District be autho-
rized to (1) construct a new access road 
to the District campus and construct 
grass athletic fields, at a maximum cost 
of $2,685,000, (2) expend such sum for 
such purpose, (3) levy the necessary tax 
therefore, to be levied and collected in 
annual installments in such years and in 
such amounts as may be determined by 
the Board of Education taking into ac-
count state aid; and (4) in anticipation of 
the collection of such tax, issue bonds and 
notes of the District at one time or from 
time to time in the principal amount not 
to exceed $2,685,000, and the levy of a 
tax to pay the interest on said obligations 
when due? 
The vote upon such propositions shall be 
by machine or absentee ballot.  The hours 
during which the polls shall be kept open 
shall be from 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. pre-
vailing time or for as long thereafter as 
necessary to enable qualified voters who 
are in the polling place at 9:00 p.m. to cast 
their ballots. Personal registration of vot-
ers is required, and no person shall vote 
whose name does not appear on the reg-
ister of the District.  If a voter has here-
tofore registered pursuant to Section 2014 
of the Education Law and has voted at an 
annual or special district meeting within 
the last four (4) calendar years, he or she 
is eligible to vote at this meeting.  If a vot-
er is registered and eligible to vote under 
Article 5 of the Election Law, he or she is 
also eligible to vote at this meeting.  All 
other persons who wish to vote must reg-
ister.  Any person may register to vote not 
less than five (5) days preceding the vote 
between 10:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. at the 
office of the District Clerk, 825 West Lake 
Drive, Thornwood, New York.  The regis-
ter prepared by the Board of Registration 
shall be filed in the office of the District 
Clerk, 825 West Lake Drive, Thornwood, 
New York and will be open for inspec-
tion immediately upon its completion by 
any qualified voter of the District from 
during regular school hours on each of 
the five days prior to the vote, except for 
Sunday, March 22, 2015. Absentee bal-
lots may be applied for at the office of the 
District Clerk.  Applications for absentee 
ballots must be received by the District 
Clerk at least seven days prior to the vote 
if the ballot is to be mailed to the voter, 
or on or prior to March 23, 2015, if the 
ballot is to be delivered personally to the 
voter.  Absentee ballots must be received 
by the District Clerk not later than 5:00 
p.m. on March 24, 2015.  A list of all per-
sons to whom absentee ballots shall have 

been issued will be available in the office 
of the District Clerk on each business day 
during school hours until the date of the 
vote.  Any qualified voter may challenge 
the acceptance of the ballot of any person 
on such list, by making his challenge and 
reasons therefor known to the Inspector 
of Election before the close of the polls.
        DATED:  FEBRUARY 4, 2015 

DISTRICT CLERk MTPLCSD  
BOARD OF EDUCATION 

miscEllanEous
HANDYMAN 15% OFF repair work, 
plumbing, electrical, carpentry, odd jobs, 
tile work, kitchens, bathrooms. Estab-
lished 1978 Call Mark at 914-482-0580

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship. FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

tag salEs
HUGE TAG SALE AT FOX LANE 
HIGH SCHOOL AT 632 SOUTH BED-
FORD RD., BEDFORD, NY 10506.  
Saturday, March 7th from 10 to 3 and 
Sunday, March 8th from 10 to 1.  Toys, 
electronics, clothing, household items and 
much more.

Vacation rEntals
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open 
daily. Holiday Resort Services. 1-800-
638-2102. Online reservations: www.holi-
dayoc.com

WantEd
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT
914-654-1683 

Cash for OLD Comics! Buying 10c and 
12c comic books or MASSIVE quantities 
of after 1970 Also buying toys, sports, mu-
sic and more! Call Brian: 1-800-617-3551

CASH for Coins! Buying Gold & Silver. 
Also Stamps, Paper Money, Comics, En-
tire Collections, Estates. Travel to your 
home. Call Marc in NY: 1-800-959-3419

To Place a Classified Ad 
call 914-864-0878

or e-mail classifieds
@theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm for  

the next week’s publication
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By Jerry Eimbinder
Il Sorriso is an extraordinary Italian 

restaurant, but before I comment about 
the savory dishes it serves, here is an 
important warning: once you are seated, 
the most enjoyable roasted red onion dip 
you will ever place on your tongue is put 
on your table with crispy Italian bread. 
Fight the temptation to keep feeding on 
this combination all night.  

At Il Sorriso, four entrées on the dinner 

menu are among the restaurant’s most 
popular, said owner William Winstanley, 
who bought the restaurant in 2006, 13 
years after it opened. The dishes are lamb 
ossobuco, filet of branzino, the significantly 
different beet-and-potato gnocchi and 
penne in a spicy sauce. 

The kitchen’s experts have invented a 
dedicated and distinct sauce for almost 
every one of its entrées: lamb ossobuco 
($28) comes in a Barolo red wine sauce; 
branzino ($26), accompanied by apples, 
walnuts and pine nuts, is sautéed in a 
pinot grigio sauce; and gnocchi ($17) is 
smothered in a gorgonzola cream sauce. 

“The penne’s unique sauce is made fresh 
to order in a pan from gorgonzola and 
tomato sauce,” Winstanley pointed out. 
The penne costs $17.

My favorite salad at Il Sorriso, which 
means the smile, is a simple but very 
pleasing combination of arugula, pear, 
gorgonzola and walnuts in a honey 
balsamic dressing ($9.50).

The restaurant has many delectable 
appetizers but three of its starters provide 
a good clue to the artful entrées to follow:
• Lasaghette di Melenzane. Three 

alternating layers of eggplant (not 
breaded), ricotta cheese and spinach 
with marinara sauce ($9).

• Prosciutto con Mozzarella Fresca. Fresh 
mozzarella wrapped with prosciutto 
di parma, then grilled and served with 
roasted red peppers ($11.50).

• Pepata di Cozze. Prince Edward Island 
mussels in spicy tomato sauce ($12).  

Deep-in-flavor pleasures among the à la 
carte entrées are: 
• Galletto Alla Griglia. Grilled free-range 

chicken (deboned except for the leg) 
topped with caramelized onions over 
broccoli rabe and cannellini beans with 
a port wine reduction ($24).

• Ravioli. Stuffed with mushrooms and 
sautéed in a mushroom sauce with white 
truffle oil ($18).
Ten different individual pizzas are 

available baked in an oven imported from 
Italy that uses only wood as fuel (no gas). 
The oven is operated at least 800 degrees 
and requires only about two minutes to 
bake a pizza lightly charred on the bottom. 

“The broccoli rabe and sausage pizza is 
very popular,” Winstanley said. ”It’s made 
from fresh mozzarella and fresh garlic and 
has no sauce.” 

For patrons interested in fully flavorful 
eating, he recommended the “Il Sorriso” 
pizza--fennel sausage, pepperoni, fresh 
mozzarella, provolone, basil, oregano and 
tomato sauce. Both pizzas are priced at $16. 
Other popular pizzas are margherita ($12) 
and a fragrant fig ($15), which comes with 
prosciutto, red onions and goat cheese.

Il Sorriso imports San Marzano tomatoes 
from Italy; it makes its own mozzarella and 
its own dough using Caputo 00 flour.   

Winstanley said his favorite meal 
consists of:

Polpettine E Formaggio for appetizer. 
Small meatballs with raisins and pine 
nuts served on top of rustic bread with 
provolone cheese.

Monkfish as the entree. Medallions of 
monkfish served with clams and mussels 
in a light tomato sauce.

Chocolate mousse cake for dessert.
Il Sorriso has a Happy Hour called 

“Weekly Wine Down.” At the bar and 
lounge area, a glass of red or white wine 
costs $5 from 5 to 8 p.m. and each one 
of five small plates is priced at $5. This is 
available Wednesday through Friday.

Typical small plates served in the 
lounge and bar area during Weekly Wine 
Down include Funghi Ripieni (stuffed 
mushrooms); Frittura Di Calamari 
(fried calamari with marinara sauce); 
Bruschetta (grilled bread topped by diced 
plum tomatoes, garlic, olive oil, oregano 
and basil); rice balls (aborio rice, light 
gorgonzola, truffle oil, breaded and fried); 
and Margherita pizza (mozzarella, tomato 
sauce and fresh basil).

The restaurant seats more than 100 
people in a windowed dining room 
and accommodates about 30 on a fully 
secluded patio, weather permitting. Shade-
providing umbrellas and flower pots adorn 
the patio, which provides a view of the 
Hudson River. The wine cellar has room 
for 16 and the back of the restaurant can be 
reserved for private parties. 

Il Sorriso is located at 5 Buckhout St. in 
Irvington at the corner of Main Street, one 
short block from the Metro-North station. 
For more information, call 914-591-2525.

You’re Sure to Be Smiling After a Visit to Irvington’s Il Sorriso

By Jerry Eimbinder
The James Beard Foundation has 

announced that Blue Hill at Stone Barns 
in Pocantico Hills is in the running for 
its 2015 Outstanding Restaurant award 
and Eric Gabrynowicz, executive chef 
at Restaurant North in Armonk, will be 
contending for 2015 Best Chef: Northeast. 

Blue Hill at Stone Barns is the only 
Westchester restaurant up for an award 
on the list of nominees released on Feb. 
18. Gabrynowicz is the only local chef in 
the running for Best Chef: Northeast.  

Blue Hill at Stone Barns will compete 
against 19 other restaurants nationwide. 
Gabrynowicz faces competition from 19 
other chefs from Connecticut, Maine, 
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New 
York (except New York City) and Rhode 
Island.

On March 24, the finalists will be 
revealed, and a ceremony honoring the 
winners will take place at Lyric Opera of 
Chicago on May 4. The results will be kept 
confidential until the ceremony.

Blue Hill at Stone Barns was opened 
in 2004 by Dan Barber with co-owners 
David and Laureen Barber on an estate 
that was formerly the property of David 
Rockefeller and his daughter, Peggy. 

Gabrynewicz, also a partner at 
Restaurant North, trained at Union 
Square Cafe in Manhattan, opened Blue 
Smoke (his own BBQ eatery), cooked at 
Tabla, returned to Union Square Cafe 
as sous chef and headed the kitchen at 
Tavern in Garrison. 

The James Beard Foundation conducts 
food educational programs, sponsors 
scholarships for culinary students and 
publishes and provides chef advocacy 
training. Beard was a cookbook author 
and teacher known for his encyclopedic 
knowledge of food. He died in 1985 and 
the foundation was created the following 
year.

The foundation maintains the historic 
James Beard House in New York City’s 
Greenwich Village, often a showcase for 
the work of visiting chefs.

Stone Barns, Restaurant North Chef in Hunt for Culinary Awards

Westchester County Executive 
Rob Astorino joined Janet Crawshaw, 
publisher of The Valley Table 
magazine, and other sponsors at 
Captain Lawrence Brewing Company 
in Elmsford last week to announce 
Hudson Valley Restaurant Week 
(HVRW) from March 9-22. 

Diners will have the chance to sample 
incredible cuisine offerings from more 
than 100 restaurants sourced through 
local produce throughout Westchester.

“Hudson Valley Restaurant Week 
provides a wonderful opportunity for 
diners to visit Westchester County’s 
exceptional restaurants,” Astorino said.  
“Our chefs, who are at the forefront 
of the craft culinary movement, 
demonstrate their incredible talents 
using local fare during this event. ‘Meet 
Me’ in Westchester to try out excellent 
food at amazing prices – and invite 
your family and friends to come, too.”

HVRW celebrates top restaurants, 
giving diners the opportunity to enjoy 
exceptional dining at an approachable 
price point. Three-course, prix fixe 
dinners are $29.95 and lunches 
are $20.95 (plus beverage, tax and 
tip). Participating venues include 
well-known establishments such as 
Crabtree’s Kittle House  and X2O 
Xaviars on the Hudson. Joining the 
lineup this year are 13 new Westchester 
restaurants, including Trattoria 160 
in Pleasantville, Birdsall House in 
Peekskill and Halstead Avenue Bistro 
in Harrison. 

“Our mission is to support the 
Hudson Valley region, which has 
become an epicenter of the farm-to-
table concept and is at the forefront of 
the craft food and beverage movement,” 
Crenshaw said. “In 2014 alone, $20 
million in sales revenue was generated 
during Restaurant Week events—that’s 
a major boost for local businesses, 
farmers, producers and purveyors.”

A complete list of participating 
restaurants is available at www.
HudsonValleyRestaurantWeek.com. 

Hudson Valley Restaurant 
Week to Feature Over 100 

W’chester Restaurants

Chef  Eric Gabrynowicz of  Restaurant North in 
Armonk is the only local chef  nominated in the 
Best Chef: Northeast category by the James 
Beard Foundation.

Il Sorriso’s grilled free-range chicken topped 
with caramelized onions over broccoli rabe and 
cannelloni beans with a port wine reduction.
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ExaminerSports
By Cutler Klein

In what was the most exciting matchup 
of the first round of the Division 2 hockey 
sectionals, the Mount Pleasant IceCats 
defeated the Horace Greeley Quakers in 
triple overtime last Monday afternoon.

Ryan Smedley scored the game-
winner in the third overtime period. 
He cut through the Quaker defense and 
tucked the puck right under goaltender 
Nick Bright’s pad. Smedley said he had 
to change his approach to get through a 
strong Greeley defensive unit that held 
the IceCats to 17 shots in regulation, and 
seven in the overtime periods. 

“For most of the game, I tried beating 
them wide,” he said. “But, when I realized 
that they were a pretty strong skating 
team and kept me in front of them pretty 
well, I realized that I might have to just go 
through them, and it ended up working.”

The key to the IceCats’ victory was the 
play of goaltender Lucas Van Bramer, who 
stopped 38 shots, including a barrage 
in the third period and overtimes. He 
robbed Greeley’s top scorers such as Scott 
Jakubowicz numerous times to keep 
the game tied. IceCats head coach Josh 

Isenberg said that Van Bramer has bailed 
out his team throughout the season. 

“He’s been super consistent all season,” 
he said. “You can never blame a game on 
the goalie, but I can’t remember any one 
game where he didn’t show up.”

Van Bramer said that he settled down 
after giving up three goals in the second 
period.

“At first, it was a little tough,” he said. 
“I started clicking in the third period. 
Honestly, I don’t know what kept me in it. 
There were a lot of tough shots.”

On facing Greeley’s top scorers, 
Jakubowicz and Sam Mishkind, Van 
Bramer said, “I have faced Jakubowicz in 
tryouts before, and I know how he plays. 
I was very glad that he missed the net on 
his first breakaway. I’m definitely aware of 
who is on the ice at all times, and I try to 
make sure I am as ready as possible.”

After a scoreless and slow-paced first 
15 minutes, the second period produced 
a burst of scoring. Greg Kramer opened 
it up for the IceCats with a top-shelf 
snipe over the blocker. Greeley’s Sam 
Whitehouse knotted the game at 1-1 
shortly after with a wrister from the slot. 

Mount Pleasant found the back of the 
net twice on the power play from Matt 
Bramson and Ritchie Cantwell to go up 
3-1, before Sam Mishkind tallied twice to 
tie the game late in the period. The third 
period ended scoreless to send the game 
into the extra sessions. 

In the overtimes, the Quakers tended 
to dominate possession, getting most 
of the good scoring chances. However, 
they couldn’t solve Van Bramer. Greeley 
head coach Zach Dargaty said that this 
phenomenon was typical of his season. 

“That’s the way our season went,” 
he said. “We generate a lot of good 
opportunities, but we couldn’t seem to 
finish. Their goalie did a good job and, 
sometimes, it’s just a game of inches.”

Dargaty didn’t think the penalties in 
this game played a big role. His team took 
five penalties, leading to two power-play 
goals. 

“It’s playoff hockey,” he said. “It’s been a 
little bit of a problem for us this year, but 
I don’t think that was a big factor for us in 
this game.”

As overtime continued, Dargaty 
thought his squad started to feel the 

effects of fatigue. 
“As the game wore on, they were tired,” 

he said. “It’s going to take a play like 
[Smedley] made to win the game, and he 
made a great play.” 

It was a rowdy and wild crowd, with 
Greeley’s “Ice Dawgz” coming out in 
full force, as well as a hefty amount of 
fans from Pleasantville, Briarcliff and 
Westlake. 

“I think that was one of the biggest 
crowds I’ve ever played in front of,” Van 
Bramer said. “It was definitely the most 
opponent-bent crowd I’ve seen.”

For Greeley, this was a disappointing 
end to an up-and-down season. For 
the IceCats, it meant a showdown with 
second-seeded Mamaroneck two days 
later. In that game at Hommock’s Arena 
in Larchmont, the IceCats fell to the 
mighty Tigers 4-2. Kyle Dearborn got an 
early goal for Mount Pleasant to go up 
1-0, but Jason Bienstock tied it back up 
for Mamaroneck a few minutes later. The 
Tigers would pile on three more goals in 
the second period to seal the deal, ending 
the IceCats’ season after a thrilling playoff 
run. 

IceCats Defeat Greeley in Overtime Playoff Thriller

IceCats Lose 4-2
to Mamaroneck
in Hockey Playoffs
After Their Big Win
Over the Quakers 

Mt. Pleasant’s Shane Coolen passes the puck near 
center ice in last Wednesday’s playoff  game vs. 
Mamaroneck.

Mt. Pleasant’s Daniel Bramson keeps his eyes on 
the puck along the left wing during last week’s 
playoff  game at Hommocks Park Ice Rink.

Michael Sala of  the Mt. Pleasant IceCats moves the puck past Jason 
Bienstock of  Mamaroneck during the sectional playoffs last week. 

The IceCats’ Oscar Marchi tries to skate around Mamaroneck’s Jake Levine in 
last Wednesday’s Division 2 playoff  game.

Giancarlo Romano of  Mt. Pleasant fires a shot 
from the right point in the IceCats’ 4-2 playoff  loss 
at Hommocks Park Ice Rink.

IceCat goalie Lucas Van Bramer stays ready 
between the pipes in the third period of  last 
Wednesday’s playoff  game vs. host Mamaroneck.
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By Monica D’Ippolito
Three months ago, the Briarcliff boys’ 

basketball team kicked off its 2014-15 
season by losing to defending Section 
1, Class B champion Woodlands by 11 
points. Bears coach Cody Moffett told 
his players they would see Woodlands 
again in the playoffs and get a chance to 
settle the score.

“The next day at practice, we didn’t 
touch a basketball, we just sat in the 
film room and broke it down,” Moffett 
said of the season-opening loss. “We 
said there was going to be a moment 
later on in the season, when it’s playoffs, 
and we’re going to see them again.”

Moffett was right about that. The 
rematch came late Saturday afternoon in 
the championship game of the sectional 
playoffs. This time, the outcome 
was in doubt much longer, but the 
Falcons prevailed again, winning 56-
50 to capture their second consecutive 
sectional crown.

“I’d be lying if I said I just came 
here and was happy with second 
place,” Moffett said after the game. 
“Unfortunately, we came up short 
tonight. But I’m extremely proud of our 
seniors because they turned this from a 
season into a program and I will always 
be in debt to these seniors.”

The Bears trailed throughout the 
game, but cut the lead to just four 
points several times in the fourth 
quarter. When Jeff Blair found Alquan 
Phillip open for a corner 3-pointer, the 
Woodlands lead was trimmed to 43-40 
with 4:27 remaining. But the Falcons 
answered with consecutive treys of 
their own and quickly silenced the large 
Briarcliff cheering section by building 
their cushion back up to nine points.

With time expiring, Moffett had 
his team intentionally foul in hopes 
Woodlands would miss its free throws. 
The Bears would get back to within four 
again, but the defending champions 
then sealed the victory with clutch free 
throws in the final seconds.

“In a situation like that, you always 
want to extend the game,” said Moffett. 
“Had we hit that one free throw that 
would have cut it to a three-point game 
with about 42 seconds left, we would 
have just played solid and tried to get 
a stop. But we didn’t, so we had to foul 
right away. It’s extremely tough when 
you keep getting into it to a certain 
period and you can’t get over the hump. 
Whether it was a four- or five-point 
game, it was extremely tough. Just 
needed a few key free throws to drop or 
a key basket.”

Woodlands started by scoring the 
game’s first five points, but the Bears 
did well buckling down and battling 
back, cutting their deficit to 14-13 at 
the end of the first quarter. The Falcons 
came out firing in the second quarter, 
beginning it with a 9-0 run and forcing 
eight Briarcliff turnovers.

The Bears had difficulty finding the 
basket in the second period and didn’t 
score until they got a Sean Crowley 
bucket with 4:41 left in the half. The 
Falcons saw their lead balloon to as 
much as 11 points in the quarter, but 
Briarcliff was able to cut the Woodlands 
lead to 30-21 at halftime.

In the third quarter, the Bears stepped 
it up defensively, holding the Falcons to 
only four baskets and just nine points. 
Briarcliff guard Jack Reish ended the 
period with a beautiful feed to Josiah 
Cobbs, who finished at the rim while 
also getting the foul call. After he made 
his free throw, the Woodlands lead 
was just 39-35 entering the final eight 
minutes.

Briarcliff exchanged runs with 
Woodland in the last quarter, but 

could not grab the lead. Jamil Gambari, 
the Falcons’ leading scorer and the 
tournament’s eventual  MVP, knocked 
down free throws in the waning seconds 
to make sure the gold ball would be 
handed to Woodlands.

While the Falcons celebrated another 
sectional crown, the Bears’ Moffett 
chatted with his disconsolate players 
and offered them praise. 

“After the game, he spoke to every 
single senior individually,” Phillip said 
about Moffett. “He highlighted what we 
do best and how hard we worked. He 
told us how everyone will be surprised 
about what we accomplished this year, 
but he told us that he knew we could 
accomplish this, and we all believed in 
him.”

Phillip, in his last game for the Bears, 
finished as the team’s second-leading 
scorer with 13 points and four rebounds, 
behind junior Sean Crowley’s 15 points 
and 11 rebounds.

“Looking back on it, I’m definitely 
going to miss the times that you guys 
don’t see on the court,” Phillip said. “It’s 

definitely the time we spent together, 
there’s nothing like it. I wish I could go 
back to every single moment that we 
had together. It’s hard to explain, I love 
these guys. Basketball is more than a 
sport to all of us. All of us are family at 
the end of the day.”

The Bears had advanced to the Class B 
title game by defeating Irvington 33-32 
Wednesday in the semi-final round, led 
by Reish. The sophomore guard scored 
13 points, grabbed seven rebounds and 

Briarcliff’s Title Quest Comes to an End Against the Falcons
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continued on page 30

Jeff  Blair of  Briarcliff  shoots the free throws that 
lifted the Bears to a 33-32 semifinal win over 
Irvington at the County Center. 

Briarcliff  senior Alquan Phillip drives against 
Ross Joseph of  Woodlands in the third quarter of  
Saturday’s Class B title game.

Josiah Cobbs gets inside for a shot in Briarcliff’s 
one-point win over Irvington in the Class B 
sectional playoffs. 

Briarcliff  senior guard Malik White wipes tears 
from his eyes as time runs out on the Bears in 
Saturday’s Class B championship game vs. top-
seeded Woodlands. 

Bears center Sean Crowley finds his path to the 
basket blocked in last Wednesday’s semifinal 
victory over Irvington.

Briarcliff  guard Jack Reish drives to the basket in 
Saturday’s Class B title game vs. Woodlands.
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By Monica D’Ippolito
With the Westchester County Center 

suddenly empty, the Pleasantville girls’ 
basketball team sat together at midcourt 
Tuesday evening, relishing a successful 
season that had ended just a bit earlier 
in a Section 1, Class B semifinal playoff 
loss against top-seeded Irvington.

“These groups of seniors are so 
deserving of playing at the County 
Center,” Panthers coach Myndi Hill said 
after her team’s 49-27 defeat. “We don’t 
have a lot of numbers, we’re not very 
deep. It’s seniors and sophomores, so 
that was one thing in a game like that 
that’s tough. But those four seniors, they 
played their hearts out.”

Irvington held a 9-5 lead after the first 
quarter and started the second period 
on a 9-0 run. With Josie Amerson 
relegated to the bench because of early 
foul trouble, the Panthers’ offense was 
hindered in the second quarter. They 
didn’t score until Courtney Sheehy 
made a basket with a minute and a half 
remaining in the half. 

The Bulldogs outscored the Panthers 

15-2 in the second quarter to open up 
a commanding 17-point advantage 
entering halftime.

“It’s always hard to play from behind 
because you put yourself in that hole 
right away,” Sheehy said. “We just kept 
our heads up, it’s not over until the 
buzzer goes off. Anything can happen, 
so you always have to play hard until the 
end.”

Pleasantville started the third quarter 
with back-to-back 3-point baskets from 
Kristie Guttridge and Sheehy. Amerson 
then came through with a basket in the 
paint, cutting the Irvington lead down 
to 26-15 just over three minutes into the 
period. The Panthers were still within 
11 points before the Bulldogs went on 
a big 13-0 run to put the game well out 
of reach.

“I thought, defensively in the half 
court, we did a tremendous job,” said 

Hill. “Think 49 points and how many 
run outs did they get off turnovers? 
They force you to play angles and 
they’re physical, they’re fast, they move 
well together. So it’s hard to find those 
holes, and then when we did find them 
we rushed them.”

Amerson and Sheehy led the Panthers 
with 10 points and eight, respectively. 
They also combined for nine rebounds. 
Fellow seniors, AnnMarie DiCarlo and 
Katie McAllister, while only supplying 
two points between them, did combine 
for six reboundas and a pair of steals in 
their final game for Pleasantville.

“I’m going to miss a lot of things,” 

said Sheehy, whose Panther career was 
limited by knee injuries. “I’m going to 
miss putting the jersey on. It’s been a 
rough four years for me, so I’m going to 
miss playing with everyone. AnnMarie, 
I’ve played with since I was like in third 
grade, second grade, so that’s emotional. 
Katie, too, I’ve been playing with for a 
very long time and Jo (Amerson), just 
this year, but we have so much chemistry 
and you can just tell that we trust each 
other on the court all the way. That’s 
something I’m going to miss without a 
doubt and playing at home, of course. 
It’s going to be tough.”

Panthers Ousted by Top-Seeded Irvington in Class B Semifinals
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Josie Amerson of  Pleasantville rises in the lane 
over a pair of  Irvington defenders during last 
week’s playoff  game at the County Center.

Pleasantville’s Kristie Guttridge searches for a 
teammate to pass to at last week’s sectional 
playoff  game. 

The Panthers’ Lauren Schmidt shoots the ball 
from the left baseline late in last Tuesday’s playoff  
loss to top-seeded Irvington.

Pleasantville’s Katie McAllister (left) battles for a 
rebound in last Tuesday afternoon’s playoff  loss 
to the Irvington Bulldogs. 

Pleasantville’s AnnMarie DiCarlo pulls up for a 
shot in the first half  of  last Tuesday’s semifinal 
vs. Irvington.

Skylar Schneeweiss of  Pleasantville holds the 
ball beyond the 3-point circle during last week’s 
semifinal game vs. Irvington.

Pleasantville point guard Courtney Sheehy 
dribbles past Irvington’s Havanna Hall in the  
Class B semifinals at Westchester County Center.

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

Pleasantville coach Myndi Hill greets a dejected 
AnnMarie DiCarlo along the bench in the final 
moments of  last Tuesday’s playoff  semifinal loss 
to top-seeded Irvington.
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By Andy Jacobs
There wasn’t much mystery about what 

the Westlake girls’ basketball team needed 
to do last Tuesday afternoon to have any 
chance of beating second-seeded Ardsley 
in the Section 1, Class B playoffs – keep 
the Panthers’ star guard, Casey Foley, 
contained for as long as possible. 

That lasted for the game’s first four 
minutes. 

Unfortunately for the third-seeded 
Wildcats, Foley began to put her stamp 
on the contest midway through the first 
quarter when she erupted for four straight 
baskets during a 9-0 run that gave Ardsley 
the lead for good. She finished with a 
game-high 23 points, to go along with 13 
rebounds and seven assists, leading the 
Panthers to a 61-39 semifinal victory over 
the Wildcats at the Westchester County 
Center. 

“Obviously we talked about trying our 
best to stop Foley,” said Westlake coach 
Sean Mayer afterwards. “But she was 
really on her game today.”

As a result, the first-ever trip by the 
Wildcats to the County Center came to a 
rapid end. Westlake trailed by only eight 
points at halftime and then traded baskets 
with Ardsley until the midpoint of the 
third quarter when Foley and teammate 
Danielle Scapperota each scored four 
points in an 8-0 Panther burst that opened 
up a 44-28 cushion. 

By the start of the fourth quarter, the 
Wildcats were facing a 47-30 deficit, 
and they never got any closer than 
16 points the rest of the way. Though 
Ardsley controlled the boards and limited 
Westlake to 7-of-31 shooting in the 
second half to turn the game into a rout, 
the Wildcats’ Mayer was still pleased by 
the effort of his players.

“I was proud,” he said. “We hung, we 
fought, we played hard and we didn’t give 
up. They’re a tough team, they played 
really well tonight. We wanted to try our 
best to get a quick start and we did.” 

Indeed the Wildcats brought early 
smiles to the faces of their fans when they 
opened up a 5-0 lead nearly three minutes 
after the opening tip, getting a 3-pointer 
from Katie Cullen, who wound up with a 
team-high 13 points, and then a put-back 

basket by Katie Schmid. Ardsley was kept 
off the scoreboard until center Nicolina 
Chenard scored on a layup with 4:50 left 
in the quarter. 

Just 11 seconds after the bucket by 
Chenard, Westlake’s Natalie Alfieri, who 
scored 12 points, drove the right baseline 
for a basket that gave the Wildcats a 7-2 
advantage. But that was Foley’s cue to 
suddenly take over.  She provided the 
game’s next nine points all by herself and 
forced Westlake to play from behind the 
remainder of the day. 

Ardsley’s lead quickly swelled to 16-9 
before Wildcat senior guard Faith Lovett 
scored the final points of her standout 
career, connecting on a 3-pointer from left 
of the key with 16 seconds remaining in 
the opening quarter. The Wildcats closed 
to within a point on their first possession 
of the second period as Alfieri drained a 
3-point shot from straightaway. 

Another trey, this time by Cullen two 
minutes into the quarter after baskets by 
Chenard and Marielle Bremmer, moved 
Westlake to within 20-18. But Chenard, 
who supplied the Panthers with 14 points 
and 15 rebounds, twice scored inside 
during a late 6-0 spurt that gave Ardsley 
its first double-digit lead. 

Even though his team trailed 31-23 as 
it headed to the locker room, Mayer was 
convinced the outcome was still in doubt. 

“Absolutely,” he said. “And even a couple 
minutes into the third quarter it was nine, 
10, eight (points). We had to try to stay 
in that area. And then a couple of long 
shots, you know we shoot the outside ball, 
kind of rebounded out hard and they got 
some buckets in transition. So if you miss 
a 3 and you give up an easy layup, you 
do that a few times in a row, it’s hard. So 
eight points can go to 15 or to 20 before 
you know it.”

Baskets by Cullen and Alfieri and then 
one free throw from Schmid enabled the 
Wildcats to be within 36-28 with 4:16 to 

go in the third quarter. But Ardsley ended 
the period on an 11-2 run, highlighted 
by a left-corner 3-pointer by Isabella 
DePasquale at the buzzer, and increased 
its lead to 17 points heading to the final 
quarter. 

Pasquale made her third 3-pointer 
of the game to start the scoring in the 
fourth quarter, all but assuring that the 
best season in Westlake’s history was soon 
coming to an end. Ardsley, which wound 
up losing by two points to top-seeded 
Irvington in the championship game four 
days later, was never threatened in the 
final period and Mayer began removing 
his dejected starters with a couple of 
minutes left on the clock.

“We played our best and couldn’t have 
asked for anything more,” said Lovett, 

one of the Wildcats’ three senior captains. 
“We made history this year at Westlake. 
No team has ever made it to the County 
Center before.”

“I was very pleased with our crowd,” 
added Mayer. “The community brought a 
lot of people and that was a fun experience. 
We’ve never been here before. So for this 
group to win 17 games, make it to the 
County Center, go undefeated in league 
play, you know, it was a phenomenal 
season. It didn’t end the way we wanted it 
to, but we all have our heads up.”

Westlake’s Playoff Run Ends With a Loss at the County Center
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Westlake senior Katie Cullen lines up a shot from 
the left corner during last week’s Section 1, Class 
B semifinal game. 

Faith Lovett of  Westlake dribbles past midcourt as 
she’s guarded by Marielle Bremmer of  Ardsley in 
last Tuesday’s Class B semifinal game.

The Wildcats’ Katie Schmid takes the ball down the 
lane in the second half  vs. second-seeded Ardsley 
at the County Center. 

Freshman guard Jesi Oswald passes the ball 
during Westlake’s playoff  game at the County 
Center. 

Natalie Alfieri of  Westlake takes the ball to the 
basket in the first half  vs. the Ardsley Panthers.

Westlake coach Sean Mayer shouts instructions 
to his players at last Tuesday’s sectional semifinal 
game at the Westchester County Center. 
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made six steals off the bench. He and 
Crowley were both named to the All-
Tournament team.

“I just try to bring energy when I come 
in,” Reish said after Wednesday’s win. “I 
look for some steals and opportunities 
to push in transition.”

But it was senior Jeff Blair’s clutch 
one-and-one free throws that won the 
game for Briarcliff and prolonged its 
championship quest. He stepped to the 
line with the Bears trailing by a point 
and calmly made two shots to provide 
the game’s winning margin. 

“I don’t think I really had time to 
think about (missing),” Blair admitted 
after he sank the tying and go-ahead 
free throws with 34.5 seconds left. “I 
was just thinking about my teammates 
and our season coming down to those 
two shots. I just knew that if I wasn’t 
going to make these we were going to go 
home. So I had no other option, I just 
had to go out there and shoot.”

Briarcliff will lose senior starters 
Phillip, Blair, Jackson Wexler and 
Malik White, as well as reserves, Robert 

Contento, Daniel Horowitz, Will 
Spielfogel and Mike Vasquez. Although 
the Bears didn’t quite accomplish their 
goal of a sectional title, Moffett was 
appreciative of the effort his seniors 

gave all season.
“I spoke two to three minutes with 

each and every one of them (and) what 
they meant to me,” Moffett said. “Next 
to becoming a dad, this is one of the 
best things I love to do. These guys 
have taken me on a journey this season 
that, one, I expected but, two, that 
I’ve enjoyed, and that’s something I’m 
thankful for.”

Briarcliff’s Title Quest Comes to an End Against the Falcons

RYE ACADEMY FIELD HOCKEY CLUB

SPRING PROGRAM 2015

register online now!
WWW.RYEACADEMY.COM

FOR SCHEDULE CONFLICTS EMAIL
RYEFIELDHOCKEYACADEMY@GMAIL.COM

*all players must pre-register
  online before the tryouts

   for more information email
ryefieldhockeyacademy@gmail.com

Varsity Coach
Convent of the Sacred Heart

Varsity Coach
Horace Greeley

SUKHWINDER SINGH   &  ALEXANDRU GHEORGHE

SPRING
TRYOUTS*
 MARCH 31ST
& APRIL 2ND
6:00  7:30PM
U12U14 U16U19
GGIRLS & BOYS
$50 FEE FOR BOTH TRYOUTS 

CONVENT OF THE
 SACRED HEART

location

1777 King St. Greenwich, CT
TUES. THURS, SUN. 6:30 8:00PM
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The Bears’ Jack Reish is pressured at the top of  
the key during Saturday’s sectional final vs. the 
Woodlands Falcons. 

Briarcliff  head coach Cody Moffett makes a point 
to guard Alquan Phillip during last Wednesday’s 
win over Irvington at the Westchester County 
Center.

Malik White of  Briarcliff  searches for an open 
teammate in the fourth quarter of  Saturday’s title 
game at the County Center. 
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By Andy Jacobs
There’s no telling how last Wednesday 

evening’s Section 1, Class A semifinal 
playoff game at the Westchester County 
Center might have ended for the Byram 
Hills boys’ basketball team had it not 
been for the timely contributions from an 
unexpected source. 

Seldom-used senior guard Liam 
Nowlin came off the Bobcats’ bench to 
provide a pair of crucial 3-pointers in the 
final minute of the third quarter, helping 
third-seeded Byram Hills finally seize 
control against second-seeded Somers in 
a game that had been tied at halftime after 
11 lead changes.  The Bobcats went on to a 
44-34 victory over the Tuskers, advancing 
to the sectional final against Spring Valley. 

“Liam Nowlin was great,” said Bobcats 
coach Ted Repa shortly after his team had 
punched its ticket to the title game for the 
third time in five years. “You know, he’s 
a phenomenal shooter. It says a lot about 
a kid that he hasn’t played a lot all year, 
come into the County Center and make 
two 3s and make a couple free throws.’

Before the heroics from Nowlin, the 
Bobcats had been clinging to a precarious 
two-point lead over Somers. The second 
half began with the teams tied at 22-
all, and even though point guard Ross 
Weinfeld began the third quarter with a 
3-pointer that gave Byram Hills the lead 
for good, the rugged Tuskers never wilted. 

They got an inside bucket from Ryan 
Grossman with 2:15 remaining in the 
third quarter to pull within 28-26. But 
just 15 seconds later, Nowlin delivered the 
first of his 3-pointers from the top of the 
key. He ended the period with another 
one, this time from the left corner, 
enabling the Bobcats to take a 34-28 lead 
heading into the final quarter. 

“He’s one of the best shooters on our 
team,” said Repa. “So when they (the 
Tuskers) went triangle-and-two, that’s 
kind of a counter strategy. Put in one of 
our top shooters.”

Both teams struggled early in the fourth 
quarter, which remained scoreless until 
the Tuskers’ Matt Maloney connected on 
a trey three minutes in, slicing the Byram 
lead in half. But the Bobcats answered 
with back-to-back 3-pointers 35 seconds 
apart from Skylar Sinon and Jared 

Friedberg and suddenly had the cushion 
of a 40-31 advantage with less than four 
minutes remaining. 

Even though three different Bobcats 
misfired on the front end of 1-and-1 
free-throw opportunities in the waning 
moments, Somers never got closer than 
seven points again after Friedberg’s 
3-point shot. Fittingly, it was Nowlin who 
added two clinching foul shots in the last 
minute as the large Bobcat student section 
cheered wildly in the baseline balcony 
right above him.

“It was a great battle,” said Repa. “It 
was a really tough-fought game. Thank 
goodness we hit some shots, they missed 
a few, and that’s kind of how sometimes 
it rolls.”

Both teams went on 6-0 spurts in the 
first quarter, which featured six lead 
changes. The Bobcats’ burst came with 
them trailing 10-5 and began with a pair 
of free throws from sophomore forward 
Matt Repa, who finished with a team-
high nine points and, as Repa put it, “first 
half, kept us in the game.”

The Bobcats, trailing 15-11 after the 
first quarter, scored the first five points 
of the second, capped off by Groll’s short 
jumper in the lane. After a 6-2 Somers 
burst, another Groll jump shot with 2:15 
left in the half moved Byram to within a 
point of the lead. A pair of foul shots by 
Weinfeld with 1:52 to go gave the Bobcats 
the lead before the Tuskers’ Tommy 
Gargiulo closed the first-half scoring with 
a free throw that left the teams tied at 
intermission. 

But the second half opened with the 

Bobcats grabbing the lead for good on 
the 3-point basket from Weinfeld, who 
had missed the quarterfinal win over Hen 
Hud with a sprained ankle. His return to 
the Bobcat lineup made a huge difference 
on both ends of the floor and even Repa 
conceded without him his team would 
not be moving on.

“No chance,” he said. “We need 
Weinfeld. He just makes us click. He gets 
Skylar off the ball, and that’s the biggest 
thing for us because then Skylar can 
score a little bit more. But when he has 
to handle the ball, it’s too much to ask for 

him at this stage.”
Sinon, just a freshman, is new to County 

Center excitement. But senior center 
Andrew Groll, who hauled in 17 rebounds 
against the burly Somers frontcourt, has 
already played in championship games 
there before. Repa knows he’ll need a 
huge effort from him again if the Bobcats 
are to have any chance against top-seeded 
Spring Valley in Monday’s finale, delayed 
24 hours by snow. 

“Everybody knows Spring Valley’s the 
team to beat,” he said before the Tigers 
defeated Tappan Zee in the other Class A 
semifinal. “I’m just really happy that we’re 
here. We’re gonna play for a Gold Ball. 
That’s something you remember forever.”

Byram Hills Defeats the Tuskers to Reach the Sectional Final
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Byram Hills center Andrew Groll steps out to 
shoot a 15-foot jumper in the second half  of  last 
Wednesday’s playoff  game at the County Center. 

Byram Hills guard Skylar Sinon tries to pass the 
ball into the low post during the Bobcats’ 44-34 
playoff  win vs. the Tuskers.

Bobcat point guard Ross Weinfeld fires a jumper in 
the sectional win over the Somers Tuskers.

Liam Nowlin shoots a free throw in Byram Hills’ 
Class A semifinal win over second-seeded Somers.

The Bobcats’ Matt Groll shoots the ball in 
Wednesday’s semifinal victory vs. Somers.

Byram Hills coach Ted Repa gives some instructions 
to Jared Friedberg during the Bobcats’ Class A 
semifinal game at the Westchester County Center. 
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