
By Martin Wilbur
Board of Legislators Chairman Michael 

Kaplowitz (D-Somers) sounded alarms 
last week over County Executive Rob 
Astorino’s proposed $1.8 billion 2016 
budget, charging that it lacked “structural 
integrity” and could lead Westchester to 
financial ruin.

Kaplowitz, whose comments came 
before what was expected to be a marathon 
day of fiscal decision making yesterday 
(Monday), contended that a potential 
$22.6 million shortfall in sales tax revenue 
and the likelihood of using unrestricted 
fund balance could jeopardize the county’s 
AAA bond rating because the reserves 
could dip below 8 percent of general fund 
expenditures.

He said that if the county has to use 

significant reserves to balance next year’s 
budget – the chairman projects fund 
balance to sink $16 million to $128.3 
million – then Astorino would fail in one of 
his two key goals, protecting Westchester’s 
rainy day fund.

“This is telling us that at this rate we’re 
going to be potentially running out of 
money,” Kaplowitz said, “and this is on the 
road to Rockland County.”

Astorino’s mistakes are compounded, 
according to Kaplowitz, because he is also 
overestimating sales tax revenue for next 
year. That revenue line is projected to be 
about $505.5 million by year’s end, rather 
than the $528.1 million that was forecasted. 
For 2016, the administration has estimated 
4 percent over the $505 million figure, or 
nearly $525.8 million, when it should be 

By Martin Wilbur
The sudden demolition of an auxiliary 

structure on the Miller House property 
in North White Plains last week stirred 
additional uneasiness among local 
residents who want the county to restore 
the historic house before further damage 
occurs.

Town Co-historian Sharon Tomback 
and Kerri Kazak, president of the 
Friends of Miller House/Washington’s 
Headquarters, both expressed concern 
about the smaller building’s removal 
without any prior notification while the 
main house continues to deteriorate.

Tomback said the auxiliary structure, a 
shed that was likely built in the 1950s and 
used for a period of time as a visitor’s center, 
holds no historic value. But the condition 

of the 277-year-old Miller House, which 
was used by George Washington during 
the October 1776 Battle of White Plains, 
and the approaching winter has residents 
nervous.

By Arthur Cusano
Parents, grandparents and many other 

shoppers have picked out holiday gifts at 
Try & Buy Toy Store in Pleasantville over 
the past four decades, but this holiday 
season will be the last for the popular 
village shop.   

Try & Buy, located at 45 Washington 
Ave., will close at the end of the month 
after 41 years of operation, the owner 
confirmed last Wednesday as rumors 
swirled recently on local social media 
groups. Large signs advertising 30 off 
everything were displayed in the window 
last week.

Barry Schwartz and his wife, Linda, 
bought the store in 1998, but it has been 
in business in Pleasantville since 1974. 
Schwartz announced in an e-mail to 
customers last week that they had been 
planning to sell the store, but those plans 
fell through.

“We met with the landlord, and he 
loved the people we chose,” Schwartz said. 

“We were going to finance the thing. We 
were doing everything we could to make 
sure our baby would live on for years to 
come.”

The new owner had already quit his 
job in preparation for taking over the 
business with his wife, but Schwartz said 
that plan was derailed after four months 
of waiting when building owner Warren 
Schloat returned with the offer of a two-
year lease. Schwartz said the duration of 
the lease was an issue.

“In retail, most people are going to 
want at least five years,” he said. “In order 
to recoup an investment like this, there 
are hundreds of thousands of dollars in 
inventory. To put your life savings into it 
and then after two years they can throw 
you out, it’s financial suicide.”

Schloat, of Schloat Properties Inc., said 
last Wednesday he had been unaware of 
the store’s closing.

“I have not heard that,” Schloat said. 
“I’m here all the time, and I know these 

people.”
Calls to Schloat Thursday for further 

comment were not returned.

Schwartz said he had made it clear to 
Schloat that this was his final year. Rent 
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The Miller House on Virginia Road as it appeared 
last week.
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Try & Buy Toy Store owner Barry Schwartz announced last week that he will close the business at the 
end of  the month. The store has been in operation for more than 40 years.
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has escalated about $40,000 over the last 
two years while sales have fallen to 2005 
levels, mainly due to competition from 
online shopping.

Last Thursday, a long line snaked 
through the store as customers took 
advantage of deep discounts designed to 
sell off inventory.

Schwartz said hosting birthday parties 
had become a primary source of revenue 
since customers often don’t buy much 
merchandise and saw the store as a 
“showroom, playroom and bathroom.”

“I have salespeople spend over half an 
hour with a customer, and then they see 
the customer ordering it online while 
in the store,” Schwartz said. “They think 
that the store will always exist, because 
there are other people that are going to 
patronize the store.”

But there are other forces at play that 
are making traditional toys less popular. 
Dolls, dollhouses, safari animals and briar 
horses require imagination, he said.

“Kids today are only used to cause and 
effect,” Schwartz lamented. “They want a 
toy that engages them.”  

The first inkling that changes could 
be afoot occurred on Nov. 10, when 
Pleasantville Mayor Peter Scherer, in 
a joint meeting with the Pleasantville 
Board of Education, said that Schloat 
planned to demolish the building and the 
one next to it to build a larger mixed-use 
development.

Several residents asked Planning 
Commission members about the rumor 
at the Dec. 1 meeting. But commission 
members said they knew of no plans. 
There have been no submissions to the 
Pleasantville Building Department, said 
Building Inspector Robert Hughes. 

Schwartz said he would have to use 
money from the couple’s retirement fund 
to update the credit card system to be 
compatible with new chip technology. 

“In order to update it, I’d have to get rid 
of all the machinery, all the software,” he 
said. “I’d need new computers, new chip 
readers, and I’d have to start transferring 
data, it’s at least a $40,000 bill. I need a 
new carpet. My sign is falling down. My 
storefront needs repair from salt damage 
over all these years. You need to keep 
reinvesting in a business.”  

Pleasantville Chamber of Commerce 
President William Flooks said he was 
shocked to hear of the store’s looming 
closure from a resident last Wednesday 
morning.

“It’s very sad,” he said. “That store is a 

destination.”
Flooks said he wasn’t sure if Try & Buy 

could relocate elsewhere in the village if 
the owners were to make that decision. 
The Washington Avenue location has 
been ideal because of its size and available 
parking.   

“I don’t know of any (available) spaces 
in the village big enough for what they 
need,” Flooks said.   

Customers taking advantage of the 
bargains last week said they will be sorry 
to see the store go.

Pam Halpern of Briarcliff Manor said 
she would miss the custom wrapping 
services and the help she received picking 
out gifts for children of different ages. 

“It’s sad that kids aren’t playing with toys 
as much,” she said. “You can go to Target, 
I guess, or Kohl’s, but there’s nothing like 
this where they have beautiful bracelets 
and fancy pens and toys you don’t find on 
the shelves at all those other stores.”

Croton-on-Hudson resident Alisa 
Geberth said she was also upset that the 
area was losing one of the few independent 
toy stores.

“This is my go-to store for every 
birthday party ever since my son was 
born,” Geberth said. “I’m really sad. It’s 
such a great place. They don’t have stores 
like this anymore.”

Longtime Pleasantville Toy Store Closing at Year’s End
continued from page 1

On Sunday, Dec. 13 from 4 to 6 
p.m., the Rosenthal JCC of Northern 
Westchester in Pleasantville will hold 
its annual Hanukkah celebration, this 
year titled “Bring in the Light.” The 
event will include a Hanukkah Game 
Show by Matt Dorner of Main Stages 
that will include games and contests 
for children of all ages, including a 
trivia challenge, a giant dreidel spin-
off, a latke toss and more. And what 
would be a Hanukkah party without 
food. Make candy dreidels, delicious 

latkes and jelly donuts. 
Everyone is encouraged to bring 

their own menorah to display and at 
the end of the evening there will be a 
menorah lighting.

Discounted tickets can be purchased 
online for $20 a family or at the door 
for $25 per family. Register at wwww.
rosenthaljcc.org/hanukkah2015. For 
more information, contact Cathy 
Deutchman at cathy@rosenthaljcc.
org.

Rosenthal JCC Celebrates Hanukkah 
With Dec. 13 Event
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“We all want the same thing – we want 
the renovation of this pre-Revolutionary 
War house that played such a pivotal part 
in the Revolution,” Tomback said.

Kazak said she found out about the 
shed demolition when she drove past the 
Virginia Road property last Wednesday 
and discovered two trucks and heavy 
machinery in the front yard. There were 
also several men on the grounds with 
shovels, she said.

The repeated cancelations by county 
personnel that would have allowed town 
officials to view the house’s interior and get 
a better idea of its condition has added to 
the frustration, Kazak said. 

The Dec. 1 tour marked the third time 
a tour was called off since Oct. 30. It was 
canceled because of a flea infestation, 
Kazak said she was told.

“I can only imagine the condition of this 
building,” she said. 

Katie Hite, executive director of the 

Westchester County Historical Society, 
said the shed was structurally unsound 
and needed to be removed. She also stated 
that it had no historical value and its 
demolition has no impact on the Miller 
House’s historic significance.

Hite assured the public that the county is 
committed to saving Miller House because 
it’s an 18th century structure and there are 
few buildings that old remaining in the 
county.

But she disagreed with town officials and 

others in North Castle who are fighting for 
its preservation that the structure would be 
irreparably harmed if it wasn’t immediately 
restored. Concerns over the best course of 
action and funding are important issues 
that need to be resolved.

“You need to save the building,” Hite 
said. “We need to save the building but it’s 
not going to fall down if we have a tough 
winter.”

She confirmed that last week’s 
cancelation was because of a flea 
infestation. At an earlier date, a raccoon 
was removed from the house, but the last 
time she was there, either the same animal 
returned or another raccoon found its way 
inside.

North Castle officials have been critical 
of the county for failing to advance 
the Miller House restoration. County 
Executive Rob Astorino’s administration 
has wanted to see the house moved before 
restoring it while town officials want to fix 
it and keep the structure on its original site 
even though it’s next to a concrete plant.

“When you’re inside during the day the 
noise is so loud you can’t even think,” Hite 
said.

Tomback said it is crucial for the county 
to secure the house as quickly as possible.

“Obviously, we’re concerned with the 
condition of the house,” she said. “We want 
to see that the building is brought up to 
snuff so animals can’t get in there.”

Miller House Shed Removal Unnerves North Castle Officials
continued from page 1
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Kaplowitz: ‘Financial Degradation’ a Danger in Proposed County Budget
budgeting only 2 percent over that number, 
Kaplowitz said.

He said close to 99 percent of the sales 
tax shortfall resulted from plunging gas 
prices, which have fallen $1.10 a gallon on 
average in the county during the past year. 

Furthermore, the currently proposed 
2016 budget fails to include money to settle 
any of the county’s union contracts, all of 
which will be up by Jan. 1, he said. Then 
Astorino wants to bond tax certioraris. 

The county executive has also made 
some “penny wise and dollar foolish” cuts 
to various nonprofit agencies, Kaplowitz 
added.

“That’s a sign of financial degradation of 
condition and is a problem and it can also 
wind up costing the taxpayers interest and 

further expenses,” Kaplowitz said. “This 
is a huge, huge problem and it belies the 
county’s main goal and that’s why the goal 
posts have come down.”

However, Ned McCormack, Astorino’s 
communications director, said the fiscal 
picture is nowhere near as bleak as 
Kaplowitz and some others are portraying. 
His office currently estimates a $15 million 
shortfall, which represents less than 1 
percent of the operating budget, he said.

Also, from 2012 through 2014, there 
were times when the county was projected 
to have a deficit, which didn’t materialize, 
and it was able to maintain a fund balance 
of between $141 million and $144 million, 
McCormack said.

What often happens is if a line looks like 
it’s going to be off, the county executive 

makes mid-year adjustments, he said.
“I think the county executive has 

decided that he’s not going to raise taxes 
and that he’s going to protect the reserves,” 
McCormack said. “We think we have a 
very responsible budget in terms of the 
spending.”

Although some legislators and 
supporters of some nonprofit organizations 
have emphasized the proposed cuts, there 
are no reductions in the Department of 
Social Services budget, day care and many 
other programs, he said.

Projections also conclude that the 
4 percent sales tax revenue over the 
latest projection for 2015 is accurate, 
McCormack said.

“Everyone’s entitled to an opinion on the 
budget,” he added. “It’s the public’s money.”

continued from page 1
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By Martin Wilbur
Habitat for Humanity and a local 

architect unveiled renderings last week 
for the old Quaker Meeting House in 
downtown Chappaqua that has been 
proposed to be converted into two 
affordable residential units.

Architect William Spade and Habitat 
for Humanity of Westchester CEO 
James Killoran gave an overview of the 
project to the New Castle Town Board 
last week, highlighting the house’s long 
history as well as the plans to renovate 
the structure at 300 King St.

Current plans call for each floor to 
contain a three-bedroom unit with a 
total of 1,650 square feet that will be 
renovated with some of the latest in 
green, energy-efficient technology.

Spade said the house, which was 
originally built in the 1820s, was 
moved to the site in the 1880s after a 
split between two factions of Quakers. 
Following the move, it was refinished 
in a Victorian style and was used by the 
Quakers as a meeting house until the 
mid-20th century when it was bought by 
a Lutheran congregation. The building 
was used for the Village Nursery School 
for about 50 years, until 2013.

“We’re going to restore this building 

to that original look in the late 1800s, 
so that’s what this rendering kind of 
represents,” Spade told the town board.

Spade has met with Town Historian 
Gray Williams to work on establishing 
local landmark status. A public hearing 
on landmark designation has been 
tentatively set for the town board’s Dec. 
15 meeting.

As part of the project, the interior will 
be demolished to the framing, Spade 
said.

Habitat for Humanity acquired the 
building from Westchester County 
earlier this year for the purpose of 
converting it into residences that would 
comply with the housing settlement 
with the federal government. Killoran 
and Spade said they are hopeful that 
a building permit could be issued by 
the town before the end of the month 
to allow the units to count toward the 
county’s 2015 totals.

The issue of whether the structure 
might be landmarked does not need to 
be resolved to have a building permit 
issued, according to town officials.

Killoran said he’s excited to have the 
organization play a key role in helping 
to restore the house and return it to the 
tax rolls for the town.

“It’s about getting two good families 
to be homeowners and taxpayers in this 
town and changing the history of their 
lives forever as all of our lives have been 
changed,” he said.

The property is located within the 
quarter-acre, single-family zone. Spade 
said it would utilize the stipulation in 
the town’s model ordinance to permit 

a second residential unit on a single-
family lot if the unit complies with the 
housing settlement.

Aside from adaptively reusing the 
building for the purpose of bringing two 
affordable units to town, an attractive 
component would be the energy 
efficiency, Spade said. The goal is to 
reduce the energy use for the house to 
about one-quarter of a typical structure 
of this type by using the “passive house 
standard,” he said. 

Using different types of insulation, 
triple-pane windows and installing 
solar panels and LED lighting can 
achieve the goal.

Work on the house would likely 
commence in the spring or summer.

Habitat for Humanity is looking for 
volunteers to donate time and labor 
or to donate money, materials or 
services to the project. Those interested 
can contact Habitat for Humanity 
of Westchester, 659 Main St., New 
Rochelle, N.Y., call 914-636-8335 or 
e-mail michelle@habitatwc.org.

There will be a kickoff meeting 
tonight (Tuesday) at the house at 7:30 
p.m. with Habitat for Humanity staff 
who will further explain the project.

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO
Architect William Spade, third from left, presents 
drawings to convert the Quaker Meeting House in 
Chappaqua to affordable housing for two families.
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By Martin Wilbur
New Castle has proposed an amended 

local law that would allow apartments 
throughout the cupola building at 
Chappaqua Crossing in hopes of 
achieving the town’s goal of a greater mix 
of housing stock at the site.

The revision would permit workforce 
and market-rate housing to be included 
in the structure by developer Summit/
Greenfield sometime in the future and 
to be integrated with the 28 affordable 
units currently proposed for the third and 
fourth floors of the property’s signature 
building. The affordable units were moved 
out of the development’s East Village, part 
of the Chappaqua Crossing plan that calls 
for 91 market-rate townhouses, to place 
it closer to the proposed 120,000 square 
feet of retail and create a more traditional 
neighborhood design.

Town Attorney Nicholas Ward-
Willis told the town board at its Dec. 1 
work session that under the latest plan 
residential units could occupy all four 
floors. At least 15 percent, but no more 
than 20 percent, of the additional units 
must be workforce housing, he said. The 
remaining units that are not workforce 
and not part of the 28 affordable 
residences would be market rate.

“So if the applicant wanted to develop 
the two (lower) floors, they would be 
allowed to do so but we would want to see 
an integration, so the affordables, if they 

were not built already, the affordables 
would be built on all floors and there’d 
be workforce and fair market housing (as 
well),” Ward-Willis said.

The discussion took place prior to 
continuation of a public hearing on 
whether to allow residential units in 
the structure. The town board must still 
decide whether to approve housing in the 
building that is zoned for business and 
office space. Meanwhile, the planning 
board is continuing with site plan review 
for the retail portion of the Chappaqua 
Crossing application.

While the applicant has been receptive 
to integrating units at different price 
points at the cupola building, William 
Balter, the housing developer brought 
in by Summit/Greenfield to build the 
units there, said the law’s very narrow 
constraints could make the housing 
component economically unfeasible.

Balter recommended that town officials 
change the draft to stipulate that not less 
than 15 percent of the additional units be 
workforce housing and that there be no 
market-rate requirement. He said that 
the town could potentially disqualify 
itself from various funding programs 
that become available to builders and 
municipalities if they approve a law that 
is too restrictive.

“The more flexible you make it, the 
more likely you are to be successful, not 
just to have two stories of housing, two 

levels of housing, but on the other two 
levels as well,” Balter said.

Ward-Willis countered that Balter’s 
suggestion could potentially turn the 
entire building into workforce housing 
with no market-rate units, which wasn’t 
the intention of the town board.

“The goal is not just to get housing but 
to get specific housing,” he said.

Under the town’s current 15 to 20 
percent proposal, that would likely mean 
six or seven of the additional units would 
be set aside as workforce. Balter said he 
would be able to fit up to 36 additional 
residences in the first two floors, but less 
than that if he were to use 10,000 square 
feet to relocate his offices from Elmsford 
to the cupola building, a move under 

consideration.
There is also another source of 

motivation for the town to have the 
tighter language, according to Supervisor 
Robert Greenstein.

“The goal is definitely for us to try and 
integrate it,” Greenstein said. “We don’t 
want people looking at the building and 
saying that’s the affordable housing over 
there or that’s the affordable/workforce 
(housing). They should say that’s housing, 
period.”

The town must iron out some of the 
proposed changes, Ward-Willis said. Ed 
Philips, the town’s other attorney, also said 
last week that the town must define what 
workforce housing is and who would be 
eligible to live in those units.

Councilman Adam Brodsky and one 
of the evening’s two speakers, Chappaqua 
resident Chuck Napoli, encouraged the 
town to consider senior housing at the 
site. However, in order to enforce senior 
housing restrictions, at least 80 percent of 
the units must be age restricted.

Town Planner Sabrina Charney Hull 
said she believed that any future cupola 
building market-rate units would be 
attractive to seniors and millennials. 

The town board plans to discuss the 
issue further at tonight’s (Tuesday) work 
session along with continued dialogue on 
the Route 117 roundabout. The hearing 
on whether to allow housing at the cupola 
building will continue on Dec. 15.

The cupola building at Chappaqua Crossing.

New Castle Considers Housing for Each Floor of Cupola Building

SERVING MT. PLEASANT SINCE 1987!
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50% OFF ALL GOLD JEWELRY

DIAMONDS, BRACELETS, EARRINGS
UP TO 20% OFF ON ALL SILVER JEWELRY

LIMITED  TIME ONLY!
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By Arthur Cusano
A significant stretch of Pleasantville’s 

Marble Avenue may be closed for several 
days after a 10-foot-wide, six-foot-deep 
sinkhole appeared at the intersection of 
Sunnyside Avenue that caused traffic to 
back up on several roads.

The sinkhole, caused by a water 
main break at the location late Sunday 
night, occurred directly in front of the 
intersection with Sunnyside Avenue. 
Marble Avenue was closed from 
Bedford Road to the sinkhole; however, 
the thoroughfare remained open from 
Castleton Street into Thornwood.

The Westchester County Department 
of Health issued a boil water warning 
until further notice for some households 
on Booth Street, Castleton Street, 
Frances Street, Marble Avenue and 
Stanley Street. Residents living on those 
streets are advised to boil tap water for 
at least one minute before using it for 

drinking, washing dishes or brushing 
their teeth. The list of homes affected 
can be found on the village website.  

The water main break was reported 
by residents at about midnight, said 
Mayor Peter Scherer, and continued to 
grow in size throughout the night as 
crews worked to shut off water pipes in 
the area.  

The Department of Public Works 
was repairing a water main yesterday 
(Monday) afternoon that burst last 
night near the intersections of Marble 
and Sunnyside avenues. Water service 
had been cut to some residents in the 
area. 

Village Administrator Patricia Dwyer 
said water service was scheduled to 
be restored later Monday. The broken 
water main likely dates back to the 
original village water system installed 
in the 1920s, she said.

Village officials anticipate the large 
hole will not be repaired for several 
days, and traffic congestion may occur 

due in the village’s downtown due to 
detours.

Boil Water Advisory Following Pville Main Break, Sinkhole

ARTHUR CUSANO PHOTO
Crews work on Monday afternoon to repair giant sinkhole that appeared on Marble Avenue following a 
water main break Sunday night.

Don't give up on your 

SOCIAL SECURITY/
DISABILITY CLAIM! 

Helping you get the
benefits you are entitled to

is our specialty. 
Contact 

ALEGRIA & BAROVICK LLP, 
in White Plains, today. 

Call 914-761-1133
 

 
 

SPOTLIGHT THEATRE
Proudly Presents the Alan Menken

Holiday Spectacular Musical
Charles Dickens

 

All Roles Are Open!
 

 
 

ADULTS      $20
SENIORS & CHILD under 12  $16

       DINNER & SHOW PACKAGE all Seats $45  
At door all seats $25 (excluding Dinner Show)

Group Rates Available (excluding Dinner Show)
           ALL SEATS ARE RESERVED

North Castle Library Whippoorwill Hall Theatre
19 Whippoorwill Rd. E., Armonk, NY 10504

Purchase Tickets online at www.stpny.com

SCAN to purchase Tickets Or Call 845-526-3461

Fridays    Dec. 4 & 11    8pm
Saturdays   Dec. 5 & 12    8pm

Sunday      Dec. 6  DINNER & SHOW (DINNER)1pm (Show) 3pm
DINNER IS AT AMORE’S Italian Restaurant 1 Kent Pl, Armonk

(walking distance to the theatre)

Sunday         Dec. 13    2pm

Spotlight Theatre presents

Dec. 4, 8 p.m.
Dec. 5, 8 p.m.

Dec. 6 (dinner show), 1 p.m.
Dec. 11, 8 p.m.
Dec. 12, 8 p.m.
Dec. 13, 2 p.m.

Info and tickets: 
www.stpny.com or call 845-526-3461
Sponsored by South Putnam Animal Hospital 

845-628-1834

at the North Castle Library in Armonk

CALL NOW & SAVE UP TO 84%
ON YOUR NEXT PRESCRIPTION

Mailing Address: ORDER PROCESSING CENTER, PO BOX 121 STN L
WINNIPEG MANITOBA, R3H 0Z4 CANADA CODE: BK45

Toll Free Phone
1-800-267-2688

Toll Free Fax
1-800-563-3822

Shop: www.TotalCareMart.com
or Call Now! 1-800-267-2688

Drug Name Qty (pills) Price* Drug Name Qty (pills) Price*

All pricing in U.S. dollars and subject to change without notice. 
*Prices shown are for the equivalent generic drug if available.

✔ Over 1500 Medications Available  ✔ Price Match Guarantee
✔ Call for Free Price Quote  ✔ Prescriptions Required  ✔ CIPA Certified

Viagra 100mg                           16             $ 99.99
Viagra 50mg                             16             $ 79.99
Cialis 20mg                               16             $ 99.99
Cialis 5mg                                 90             $129.99
Levitra 20mg                             30             $109.99
Spiriva 18mcg                           90             $169.99
Celebrex 200mg                       90             $104.99
Advair 250/50mcg                 180 ds          $184.99
Zetia 10mg                              100            $109.99
Crestor 20mg                          100            $154.99
Combivent 18/103mcg         600 ds          $119.99
Symbicort 160/4.5ug             360 ds         $194.99
Cymbalta 60mg                       100            $174.99
Namenda 10mg                        84             $ 97.99
Nexium 40mg                           90             $109.99
Diovan 160mg                         100            $ 72.99
Aggrenox 200/25mg               200            $121.99
Entocort 3mg                          100            $109.99
Propecia 1mg                          100            $ 69.99
Januvia 100mg                         90             $209.99
Quinine 300mg                        100            $ 74.99
Ventolin 90mcg                     600 ds          $ 59.99
Pentasa 500mg                        100            $109.99
Avodart 0.5mg                         90             $ 99.99
Pradaxa 150mg                       180            $459.99
Vagifem 10mcg                         24             $ 94.99
Xarelto 20mg                            84             $444.99
Asacol 800mg                          300            $229.99

Tricor 145mg                            90             $119.99
Colchicine 0.6mg                     100            $ 89.99
Abilify 5mg                              100            $139.99
Singulair 10mg                         84             $ 33.99
Plavix 75mg                              90             $ 26.99
Premarin 0.625mg                    84             $ 75.99
Pristiq 50mg                            100            $134.99
Janumet 50/1000mg                84             $184.99
Protonix 40mg                          84             $ 29.99
Aciphex 20mg                         100            $ 69.99
Evista 60mg                             100            $134.99
Flovent 110mcg                    360 ds          $114.99
Niaspan 500mg                        84             $ 84.99
Boniva 150mg                            3              $ 49.99
Xifaxan 200mg                         100            $139.99
Multaq 400mg                         180            $574.99
Flomax 0.4mg                           90             $ 49.99
Ranexa ER 1000mg                 100            $114.99
Bystolic 5mg                             84             $ 94.99
Benicar 40mg                           90             $114.99
Lipitor 20mg                             84             $ 28.99
Actos 30mg                              90             $ 33.99 
Vytorin 10/40mg                       90             $134.99
Aricept 10mg                            84             $ 30.99
Effexor XR 150mg                    28             $ 44.99
Vesicare 5mg                            90             $109.99
Synthroid 125mcg                    90             $ 39.99
Invokana 100mg                       90             $359.99

Mt. Pleasant Library to Launch Curated Fiction Collection 
The Mount Pleasant Public Library 

will be unveiling its Curated Fiction 
Collection tomorrow (Wednesday), the 
latest addition to the library’s boutique 
collections. 

The collection is a unique array of 
carefully selected high-quality fiction 

titles developed with staff, community 
and library board input. The titles that 
made the list are those that have left lasting 
impressions on readers, reflect a variety of 
tastes and are believed to stand the test of 
time. Curated Fiction joins the library’s 
growing list of special collections, which 

includes the SEPTA Parenting and award-
winning Jacob Burns DVD collections.

A grant from state Sen. Terrence 
Murphy has made it possible for the 
library to purchase digital copies of 
books in the collection through the 3M 
Cloud Service. The library was also able 

to add a shelving unit for new books to 
accommodate the collection through a 
donation from the Friends of the Mount 
Pleasant Public Library.

For more information on the Curated 
Fiction Collection, call 914-769-0548 or 
visit www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.
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By Martin Wilbur
The North Castle Town Board is 

expected to adopt a 2016 budget at 
tomorrow (Wednesday) night’s meeting 
that currently proposes a zero percent 
tax increase for property owners.

One of the key expenses incorporated 

into the proposed $31.6 million 
spending plan is the settlement of the 
police union contract, which takes in 
six years of catch-up pay, said Larry 
Ruisi, a member of the town’s Budget 
and Finance Advisory Committee.

During last month’s public hearing, 

Town Administrator Joan Goldberg 
said the town has also been planning 
for an extensive list of projects. The 
work includes demolition of the IBM 
fieldhouse, the Old Route 22 streetscape, 
creating more parking at Hergenhan 
Recreation Center and possibly Kent 
Place and setting aside at least $1.2 
million to improve the town’s roads.

There are also two new positions in 
the Water & Sewer Department that have 
been funded. The police department 
will continue with 33 officers.

At the Nov. 18 hearing, which was 
adjourned until this week’s meeting, 
board members said they were pleased 
that the 2016 budget is sound and they 
were able to stay within the cap, have 
no tax increase and maintain a very 
healthy $8 million fund balance while 
scheduling key projects to be done.

Supervisor Michael Schiliro said 
about six years ago during the depths 
of the recession the town’s fund balance 
had evaporated to a little more than 
$400,000. Between instituting a fund 
balance policy and a rebounding 
economy, North Castle is now on solid 
financial footing.

“It takes a lot to make some of these 
tough decisions but I think we’re the 
better for it,” Schiliro said.

“I know since we started this I feel 
like we’re in a better position than we 

were and I always look to the future,” he 
added.

Councilwoman Barbara DiGiacinto 
said making the budget work is difficult 
but this year was satisfying.

“It’s a lot of hard work to come up with 
the numbers, but I think the zero tax 
increase will be welcomed by everyone,” 
DiGiacinto said.

North Castle also benefitted this 
year from the $672,000 increase in its 
assessment roll, the first time in many 
years the town has seen a jump in that 
area.

No. Castle Prepared to Adopt $31.6M Budget With No Tax Hike
December 2 - December 8, 2014 The Examiner2

can let one rest, lay fallow.”
Connecticut-based Environmental 

Human Health, Inc. (EHHI), a nonprofit 
comprised of 10 physicians and public 
health officials, is one of the leading 
opponents of artificial turf and released a 
report on potential health risks of crumb 
rubber in 2007. Its president, Nancy 
Alderman, maintains that grass is the 
safest playing surface for student-athletes.  

“If they would just spend a quarter of 
the money that the more than $1 million 
synthetic turf field costs on a really first-
rate grass field, they would have a good 
field and a safe field,” said Alderman.

McGaffey said while the board will 
consider the health impact of all materials, 
it also needs to look at injury rates, which 
he noted have been greatly reduced since 
the school switched from grass to crumb 
rubber turf more than a decade ago. 

Even if it was feasible to use natural grass 
fields, Fox-Alter said it would be too costly. 
Another staff member would be needed to 
manage buildings and grounds, and the 
district would have to install an irrigation 
system and purchase sod, because grass 
seeds wouldn’t have time to set with the 
amount of activity.  

There is, however, no definitive 
scientific link between crumb rubber and 
cancer as of yet, and artificial turf fields 
are considered safe to use by a variety of 

government agencies. 
Finkelstein and parent Linda Kluge 

noted that crumb rubber particles stick 
to everything, from clothing to balls used 
on the field. The biggest concern PACT 
members have, however, is that when 
children are running or diving on the 
fields, particles are kicked up and can be 
ingested into the mouth and lungs. 

Fox-Alter said that since the artificial 
turf fields were initially installed 12 years 
ago, she hasn’t heard any complaints about 
the particles. The only comments she has 
received recently are from people who 
want to see the aging fields replaced. 

Galvez said the long-term health and 
environmental impacts of crumb rubber 
turf must be assessed before doctors can 
definitively determine if it is unsafe for 
use by children. She noted that natural 
grass is always worth considering, but it 
is premature to conclude that artificial 
surfaces are a health risk without more 
research.  

“Access to sports fields is very important 
for people of all ages. We want to encourage 
people to get out and be active and we also 
want them to be in healthy environments,” 
Galvez said. 

If crumb rubber turf is utilized, Galvez 
said hand-washing stations should be 
provided and shoes worn on the field 
should be removed before going indoors. 
She said as of now, the main concern 

doctors have with artificial turf is heat, 
where temperatures on the surface can rise 
to more than 120 degrees. Galvez said she 
has known children to have been scalded 
running onto the field barefoot. 

Fox-Alter said the district is currently 
awaiting approval from the state Education 
Department to begin the bidding process. 
Officials are in the stage of gathering 
information on the various types of fills 
that can be used for the artificial turf. She 
noted that in April, a month before the 
vote, the board presented the proposed 
project to the public. Several different 
choices for fill, including crumb rubber 
and natural options, were discussed. 

“People are jumping to a conclusion 

that that means they’re going to pick 
[crumb rubber] and nothing can be more 
inaccurate than that statement,” Fox-Alter 
said. 

She explained that all fill options are still 
on the table and the project was always 
slated to use some type of artificial turf. 
District officials held several community 
forums last year and published a brochure 
explaining the scope of the project to 
residents before the vote, noting that the 
new fields would be synthetic and that 
grass was not being considered. 

The Board of Education will hold a 
facilities meeting Jan. 27, where the project 
will be discussed. 

P’ville Parents Group Claims Artificial Turf Isn’t Safe
continued from page 1
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The Pleasantville High School athletic field and the district’s other two schools are slated to receive an 
artificial surface that a group of  parents have contended may be harmful to students’ health.
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Give Her a Hand

Mary McInnis Boies receives the 2015 Judge Learned Hand Award from the American Jewish 
Committee of  Westchester/Fairfield last month for her legal and philanthropic work. Boies, 
who is counsel at the law firm Boies, Schiller & Flexner in Armonk and married to litigator 
David Boies, was presented the award by Jeremy Temkin. 
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Pleasantville Police Department

Dec. 1: Police were notified at 11:40 
a.m. by Durant Party Rentals that two 
portable lighting units valued at $8,000 
each used for football games at Parkway 
Field were removed by an unknown 
person sometime between Nov. 23 and 
Nov. 27. The units are believed to have 
been pulled out of the park by a vehicle 
using a trailer hitch. A report was filed.

Dec. 2: A resident reported at 6:30 
p.m. that unknown persons unlawfully 
entered his home on the 100 block of 
Manville Road and left messages written 
on a wall. A report was filed.

Dec. 4: A Croton-on-Hudson woman 
was arrested at 1:44 p.m. and charged 
with aggravated unlicensed operation, a 
misdemeanor, following an automobile 
accident at the intersection of Manville 
Road and Roselle Avenue.  The woman 
was driving with a suspended license.

North Castle Police Department

Nov. 27: An Ilana Court resident 
reported at 10:23 p.m. that a bear is on 
his property and is going through the 
garbage. The responding officer reported 
that he was able to chase the animal off. 
Matter adjusted.

Nov. 29: The cashier at the Sunoco 
station on Main Street reported at 4:41 
a.m. that an intoxicated female at the 
location was visibly upset and was with 
a much older male party. The vehicle had 
already left the property by the time the 
responding officers arrived. That vehicle 
was described as a blue Ford pickup 
truck.

Nov. 30: Report of a larceny on 
Hickory Kingdom Road at 1:55 p.m. 
The complainant stated that a propane 
tank was stolen out of her hot dog truck. 
Depositions were secured.

Dec. 1: Report of disorderly conduct 
on North Broadway at 12:53 a.m. 
The responding officer requested an 
ambulance for an intoxicated female 
at the location. Valhalla Ambulance 
transported the female to Westchester 
Medical Center. The subject was 
subsequently arrested.

Police Blotter

21 West Stevens Ave.
Hawthorne, NY 10532

Ernest J. Carpentieri ~ Douglas A. Daniels

Tel: 914-769-4404
Fax: 914-769-5306

www.hawthornefuneralhome.com
Serving all faiths ~ Independently owned
Conveniently located on the Taconic State Parkway

Obituaries
Betty Martineau

Betty Lari Martineau, a longtime 
Armonk resident, passed away on Nov. 
21 after a long, courageous battle against 
multiple complex medical issues.  

She was 77.
Martineau is survived by her husband, 

Paul; daughters Jacqueline, Donna and 
Nicole and their respective spouses; and 
three grandchildren, Drew, Alina and 
Miles.

Martineau was born on June 11, 1938, 
in Yonkers and resided with her parents 
in the Bronx during her elementary and 
high school years. She later moved to 
Yonkers with them and attended The 
College of New Rochelle from which 
she graduated in 1957. In 1959, Betty 
and Paul were married and they resided 
in Westchester for more than 50 years.

Martineau was involved in many 
business ventures, including the 
ownership of a boutique book store, 
Book Bin, in Armonk. In later years, 
she was a well-respected realtor in the 
Armonk-Bedford area and was engaged 

in the real estate development field. 
She had been a member of the 

Whippoorwill Club for 42 years where 
she enjoyed the company of many good 
friends and was an avid tennis player 
during her younger years.

Among her personal interests, 
Martineau was a voracious reader and 
always had two or three books going 
at all times. Additionally, she was a 
crossword puzzle enthusiast and did 
not miss a day of participating in one 
of her favorite pastimes until her illness 
prevented her from doing so over the 
past two years. 

The family received friends on Dec. 
1 at Beecher Flooks Funeral Home in 
Pleasantville. A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated on Dec. 2 at St. Patrick’s 
Church in Bedford Village followed by 
interment at Gate of Heaven Cemetery 
in Hawthorne.

In lieu of flowers, donations may 
be made in Martineau’s name to the 
American Heart Association.

Anthony DeMizio
Anthony F. DeMizio Sr. of Valhalla 

died on Dec. 6. 
He was 86.
DeMizio was born on July 27, 1929, 

to the late Frank and Anna (nee Cioffi) 
DeMizio in West Grove. Pa. He proudly 
served in the U.S. Army during the 
Korean Conflict. He was a retired letter 
carrier in the Bronx. 

DeMizio is survived by his devoted 
wife, Nancy DeMizio, of Valhalla; his 
loving children, Anthony (Deborah) 
DeMizio Jr., of Cortlandt and Frank 
P. DeMizio of Valhalla; one sister, 

Margaret (Mickey) Daleo, of New 
Rochelle; one brother, Frank (Mickey) 
DeMizio, of Yonkers; two cherished 
grandchildren, Christina Jaeschke 
and Amanda DeMizio; and two great-
grandchildren, Anthony and Emma. 

Visitation is at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home today (Tuesday) from 4 to 8 p.m. 
A funeral Mass will be held at Holy 
Name of Jesus Church in Valhalla on 
Wednesday, Dec. 9 at 10 a.m. followed 
by interment at Woodlawn Cemetery in 
the Bronx.

Frank Lozupone
Frank Lozupone of Naples, Fla. and 

formerly of Valhalla and Mount Kisco 
died on Dec. 3. 

He was 86. 
Lozupone was born on Aug. 8, 

1929, to the late Joseph and Domenica 
Lozupone in the Bronx. He proudly 
served in the U.S. Army during World 
War II. Lozupone was a retired safety 
engineer for National Elevator based in 
Ohio. 

He was predeceased by his devoted 
wife, Mary Ann Lozupone, in 2003; four 
brothers, Vito, David, Sonny and Philip 
Lozupone; and his three sisters, Mary 
Lozupone, Jean Iannuzzi and Josephine 

Ottomano. He is survived by his loving 
children, Joseph (Patricia) Lozupone 
of Valhalla, Frank (Donna) Lozupone 
of White Plains, Vincent (Antonetta) 
Lozupone of Yorktown Heights, Linda 
Lozupone of Mount Kisco and Maria 
(Anthony) Bright of Chappaqua; his two 
cherished grandchildren, Nicholas and 
Emma Bright; and longtime companion 
Giovanna Feluca of Naples, Fla. 

Visitation was at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home on Dec. 7. A funeral Mass was 
held at St. John and St. Mary Church 
in Chappaqua today (Tuesday) at 10 
a.m. followed by entombment at Gate of 
Heaven Cemetery in Hawthorne. 

Richard Zeoli
Richard D. Zeoli of Briarcliff Manor and 

formerly of Yonkers died tragically from 
injuries he sustained in an automobile 
accident in Croton on Dec. 3. 

He was 58.
Zeoli was born on Sept. 17, 1957, to the 

late Sebastian and Rose (nee Cornacchio) 
Zeoli in the Bronx. He was a self-employed 
hairdresser at Zee’s in Buchanan and was 
the founder and former owner of Cagney’s 
Hair Studio. He was also a member of a 
motorcycle club in the Bronx. 

Zeoli is survived by his former wife, 
Joanne Zeoli, of Briarcliff Manor; his 

girlfriend, Lynda Rodriguez, of Carmel; 
children Richie Zeoli and Jaime Zeoli, 
both of Briarcliff Manor; one sister, 
Marilyn (Mike) Galfin of Yonkers; 
one brother, Joseph (Diane) Zeoli, of 
Pleasantville; and many nieces and 
nephews. He was predeceased by one 
sister, Loretta Carmody, in 2006.  

Visitation was at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home on Dec. 6. A funeral Mass was held 
on St. Theresa’s Church in Briarcliff Manor 
on Dec. 7 followed by interment at Forest 
Green Park Cemetery in Morganville, N.J. 

SMALL NEWS 
IS BIG NEWS
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By Pat Casey
Gov. Andrew Cuomo nominated 

Westchester County District Attorney 
Janet DiFiore for Chief Judge of the State 
Court of Appeals last week. 

If the state Senate approves the 
nomination next month, DiFiore, 60, will 
replace Judge Jonathan Lippman, who is 
facing the mandatory retirement age of 70 
at the end of this month.

“Chief judge is a very, very important 
position and I think she’s going to do an 
extraordinary job,” Cuomo said. 

He noted DiFiore’s nearly decade-long 
tenure as Westchester district attorney 
and her years as a prosecutor and judge. 
She also has an extensive background in 
judicial and legal reform as reasons for his 
nomination.

“I am humbled by the incredible 
honor of being nominated to serve 
as chief judge of the New York State 
Court of Appeals,” DiFiore said in a 
statement on the governor’s website. “My 
professional life has been devoted to the 
fair administration of justice, and I would 
gladly continue my service to the people 
of New York on our state’s highest court. 
I am grateful to Governor Cuomo for this 
nomination.”

If confirmed, DiFiore would be the 
second female chief judge in state history. 
The first, Chief Judge Judith Kaye, was 
nominated by Mario Cuomo.

DiFiore has been district attorney since 
January 2006 and is in the midst of her 
third term. During that time, she has 
targeted a broad array of crimes, including 
gang-related violence, identity theft and 
environmental pollution. She also has 
considerable experience with domestic 
violence issues, and has spearheaded 
efforts to improve the investigation and 
handling of child abuse cases.

Early in her first term, DiFiore designed 
and launched the Westchester Intelligence 
Center, which helps coordinate resources 
and information sharing among local, 
state and federal law enforcement 
agencies.

In addition to her responsibilities as 
district attorney, DiFiore has co-chaired 
the New York State Justice Task Force 
since 2009, leading investigations of 
cases involving wrongful convictions 
and identifying reforms that will prevent 
such cases from occurring in the future. 
She was appointed to this position by 
Lippman. 

DiFiore is a past president of the 
state District Attorneys Association, 
and has served on the New York State 
Commission on Youth, Safety and Justice, 
which recommended both statutory 
and administrative reforms regarding 
the prosecution and imprisonment of 
youthful offenders, as well as the New 
York State Joint Commission on Public 

Ethics as its Chair. She received her B.A. 
from C.W. Post College, Long Island 
University and a J.D. from St. John’s 
University School of Law.

Currently a Democrat, DiFiore was a 
member of the Republican Party, before 
changing affiliations about 10 years ago.

This is Cuomo’s fifth nomination to 
the state Court of Appeals. He previously 

appointed Judge Sheila Abdus-Salaam 
and Judge Jenny Rivera, who were 
confirmed in 2013, and Judge Leslie 
Stein and Judge Eugene Fahey, who were 
confirmed earlier this year.

DiFiore’s nomination has received 
widespread bipartisan approval since the 
announcement.

“I know she’ll be an excellent judge 
and administrator for the New York 
court system,” said County Executive 
Rob Astorino. “I applaud the governor 
for choosing such a highly qualified 
individual as Janet DiFiore. New Yorkers 
will be well served.”

Board of Legislators Majority Leader 
Catherine Borgia (D-Ossining) also 
praised her.

“Janet DiFiore has always been a fair and 
prudent adjudicator of justice throughout 
her career and has been instrumental in 
making the residents of Westchester feel 
that they have safe communities to live 
in,” Borgia said. “During her tenure, she 
has handled several high profile cases and 
always demonstrated a professionalism 
that emanated through her entire office. 
Westchester’s loss will be the gain of the 
entire state as she hopefully takes her 
public service to the Court of Appeals. I 
urge all of Westchester’s senators to vote 
in favor of her confirmation when the 
Senate returns in January.”

DiFiore Nominated for State’s Highest Judicial Position

Westchester County District Attorney Janet DiFiore

urgent care
MKMG

Providing the Highest Quality Medical Care For You and Your Family  
Throughout Westchester, Putnam, Dutchess and Ulster County

360 North Bedford Road 
Mount Kisco, NY 10549

Now serving Mount Kisco 
and surrounding communities

No Appointment Necessary 
Walk-In Services 

Open 7 Days a Week • 8:00am-7:45pm
Services include treatment of:

• Ear, Nose & Throat Problems   

• Sprains & Fractures   

• Infections   

• Eye Symptoms 

• Cold/Flu Symptoms   

• & More

Walk-in services are available for adult and pediatric patients.  
Both existing MKMG patients and new patients are welcome.

For more information call  844-484-6564 
or visit mkmg.com
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The holiday season is, for most 
people, a joyous time with family and 
friends. But if you have a family member 
struggling with depression, anxiety, 
bipolar, eating disorders, addiction or 
any kind of mental illness, you might be 
dreading the holidays.

You may worry about how your family 
member will behave if they attend 
holiday gatherings – will they drink too 
much, withdraw, become angry and leave 
early or refuse to attend altogether? Is it 
better to leave them home or will that 
lead to greater depression and isolation? 
You may resent that they are keeping 
you from enjoying what should be your 
favorite time of the year.

These are understandable concerns. 
The holidays are an incredibly social 
time of the year. Kathleen Thompson, 
LCSW, family program manager and 
chaplain at Silver Hill Hospital, has 
advice for families about how to manage 
to still have a happy holiday season while 
helping their loved one navigate their 
personal struggles. 

Thompson offers these and other 

practical tips and strategies that everyone 
in the family can use:
• Unrealistic expectations are 

disappointments waiting to happen. 
Dealing with people – including and 
especially your family -- as they are, 
will reduce everyone’s stress. Find a 
way to accept your own personal cast 
of characters, the good and the bad.

• Work together to plan ways to cope 
ahead of the situation. Think about 
the day, location and people in 
advance. Imagine what you might 
feel, what thoughts might go through 
your mind and come up with a 
collective strategy for dealing with 
those difficult moments.

• Don’t overdo it with your family’s 
social calendar. Don’t overschedule 
with holiday parties, and think twice 
about hosting guests yourself – it may 
bring undue pressure and anxiety for 
everyone.

• Don’t overdo it with drinking or 
eating, either. Food and alcohol are 
available in abundance during this 
time of year. Agree that everyone will 

try to avoid overconsumption, which 
ultimately will not make you feel 
better. In fact, it’s likely to have the 
opposite effect.

• Make time to do things that make 
you and your family happy. Whether 
it’s taking in a Broadway show or 
continuing a beloved family tradition, 
create opportunities to do things that 
bring shared joy.

• Seek out opportunities to help others. 
Volunteering as a family at a food 
bank or serving a meal at a shelter 
can make everyone feel good and 
remind your family of the positive 
impact you can have on others during 
the holidays.

• Make sure your struggling loved 
one talks to someone. Whether it’s a 
mental health professional, a friend 
or a family member, it’s important 
that they talk about their struggles 
during the holiday season. They’ll 
come to realize that others feel the 
same way.

By Salvatore DiCostanzo
Nearly every aspect of estate planning 

and elder law requires an attorney to 
assess a client’s legal capacity. As elder 
law attorneys, we are regularly working 
with individuals who have some form of 
cognitive impairment such as dementia 
or Alzheimer’s disease. 

A common assumption is that someone 
with dementia or Alzheimer’s cannot sign 
a Last Will and Testament or Power of 
Attorney with Statutory Gifts Rider. This 
assumption can have grave consequences 
if the opportunity to draft necessary estate 
planning documents is foregone. 

Mental capacity is different than legal 
capacity. A person diagnosed with a 
cognitive impairment may very well have 
the legal capacity to execute documents, 
especially in cases where they are in 
the initial stages of the disease. Each 
case must be analyzed based on its own 
particular facts and circumstances.  

Legal capacity generally falls into two 
categories: testamentary capacity and 
contractual capacity.

Testamentary capacity is the requisite 
capacity to sign a will. A person has 
testamentary capacity if he understands, 

in a general way, the property he owns, 
the identity of the natural objects of his 
bounty and the disposition he is making of 
his estate. This is a very low standard and 
much lower than the requisite capacity 
to create a trust or execute a Power of 
Attorney and Statutory Gifts Rider.  

Contractual capacity is the requisite 
capacity to create a trust or execute a Power 
of Attorney and Statutory Gifts Rider. 
Contractual capacity focuses on whether 
the person was able to understand the 
nature and consequences of a transaction 
and make a rational judgment concerning 
it. Thus, contractual capacity is a higher 
standard.  

It is not uncommon for a client to have 
the capacity to execute a will but not a 
trust or Power of Attorney. This is akin 
to someone being acquitted in a criminal 
matter and found liable in a civil matter.  

There is no bright-line test for an 
elder law attorney when assessing a 
client’s capacity. Quite frankly, it is often 
difficult to determine and I must make a 
determination using my best judgment. 
A major factor in assessing capacity is 
the likelihood of the documents being 
challenged. Where there is a black sheep 

in the family, I am more conservative in 
my assessment. However, I will take every 
measure to make the case for capacity.  

For instance, I was recently consulted 
by a client whose spouse has diminished 
capacity due to dementia and Alzheimer’s. 
In order to protect the couple’s primary 
residence, I recommended that the 
residence be transferred to the well 
spouse.   Rather than resorting to the court 
system in the form of a guardianship, I 
am making a personal visit to the nursing 
home in order to properly assess my 
client’s spouse. This is an integral part of 
how I practice.    

If you or someone you know has 
diminished capacity, please do not be 
hesitant to contact us. There still may be 
an opportunity to execute important legal 
documents. We are sensitive to the issues 
involving diminished capacity and might 
be able to make an assessment resulting 
in significant preservation of assets in the 
long run.

Salvatore DiCostanzo is a partner with 
the firm of Maker, Fragale & Di Costanzo, 
LLP in Rye and Yorktown Heights. He can 
be reached at 914-245-2440 or at smd@
mfd-law.com.

Guest Column

Correction
In last week’s text accompanying the 

Frosty Day photographs, it incorrectly 
referred to the late Mildred Wago as a 
former North Castle town clerk. Wago 
served as receiver of taxes for 42 years. 
The Examiner regrets the error.
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Assessing a Client’s Legal Capacity is a Tricky and Difficult Process

Ways to Relieve Stress, Pressure During the Hectic Holiday Season
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Kaitlyn Corbett has always called New York home. Born and raised in Buffalo, she earned her degree in 
nuclear power engineering at SUNY College of Technology and moved to Peekskill to start her career at 
Indian Point. Safety is the single most important mission for Kaitlyn and her 1,000 colleagues at the plant, 
and it’s been the focus of her years of study and training in the nuclear ower industry. Every day, engineers 
are graded on their performance by inspectors from the Nuclear RegulatoryCommission. The NRC recently 
gave Kaitlyn and the team at Indian Point its highest safety rating — for the fifth year in a row.

Discover more about Indian Point at SafeSecureVital.com

“Peekskill is my home, and keeping
  us safe is my job.” Kaitlyn Corbett

Nuclear Engineer
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By Martin Wilbur
A few years ago when Dr. Michael 

Bergstein was watching his children play 
lacrosse, he received the inspiration to 
rekindle his own athletic exploits.

As it turned out, Bergstein, a high school 
swimmer, just didn’t end up going to the 
gym on weekends, but began preparing for 
some of the most extreme competitions 
anyone could participate in.

Some prodding from colleagues at Club 
Fit led him to waking up at 4:20 a.m. every 
day to train for more than two hours before 
work (he would take two days off a month) 
in preparation to become an Ironman 
Triathlete. The Ironman competition 
he entered at Lake Placid in July 2013 
consisted of a 2.4-mile swim, a 112-mile 
bike ride and a full marathon (26.2 miles).

“Whatever I have done, I’ve always 
wanted to do the best, be the best that 
I can be. So I wanted to do it,” Bergstein 
explained of his inner personal drive. 
“When I was studying in college I studied 
harder than anybody else. I needed to 

accomplish my mission and the mission 
was to get into medical school and then 
to go to the best fellowship program…and 
then when I got into practice here I wanted 
to be the best doctor, the most successful.”

Bergstein’s incredible journey didn’t 
end when he made it to the start of his 
Ironman. It was only just beginning. About 
halfway into the bike ride, he was coming 
into town, and a tent, one similar to those 
at a farmers market, inexplicably flew out 
of the ground, into the air and fell squarely 
on him.

Bergstein, 57, thought he was okay, 
got his bike repaired and continued the 
Ironman. But the pain would soon be 
unbearable. Every time he breathed, his 
chest hurt, but he struggled through the 
remainder of the bike ride.

As it turned out he would need to 
summon every bit of his determination 
and rely on his training to complete the 
marathon.

“I wound up getting through the bike 
portion and when I got off the bike I just 

felt this enormous pain in my 
hip,” said Bergstein, an ear, 
nose and throat specialist with 
ENT and Allergy Associates 
in Sleepy Hollow and 
Yorktown. “I was just like I 
don’t care. I was able to do the 
first 18 miles, progressively 
getting slower. Only when I 
got to mile 18, I couldn’t go 
anymore.”

For the final eight-plus miles 
Bergstein was literally picking 
up his leg and moving it over one step at 
a time. It took him 15 hours, 3 minutes to 
complete the Ironman.

He later learned he had fractured ribs 
and a broken pelvis. The bones healed 
but later on it was his general practitioner 
who discovered that Bergstein’s PSA levels 
were high. He was diagnosed with prostate 
cancer.

Surgery followed in February 2014, 
but Bergstein wasn’t fully cured and had 
to endure radiation. Even while he was 
undergoing treatment, starting in February, 
Bergstein doggedly continued his training.

“What I wanted to do is I wanted to get 
back and feel whole again,” Bergstein said. 
“I wanted to feel as I did prior to the first 
race.”

In July, he made it back to Lake Placid 
for this year’s Ironman and lowered his 
finishing time to 13 hours, 28 minutes.

“I think I wasn’t going to let the 
cancer stop me,” Bergstein said. “I was so 

consumed with being healthy 
and being Mike Bergstein, 
doctor, dad and athlete that I 
just considered this as another 
challenge to overcome.”

Bergstein, a 21-year-old 
Chappaqua resident with his 
wife, credits his toughness and 
resiliency to his parents and his 
lower middle class upbringing 
in Queens. Bergstein’s parents 
were Holocaust survivors and 
whenever he thought that life 

dealt him an unfair hand, he just looked 
around the house.

“I saw what they endured, the unspeakable 
horrors that they went through,” he said. 
“Whatever I was going through I would 
look around and think what they were 
going through, losing their homes, losing 
their families, what I’m doing is miniscule 
compared to what they went through.”

Coming out of Jamaica High School, 
Bergstein, who wanted to become a doctor 
because he loved the 1970s TV drama 
“Medical Center,” attended SUNY Buffalo 
for college. He was accepted to Mount 
Sinai School of Medicine and competed 
against students who came out of the most 
prestigious universities. He completed his 
fellowship at University of California, San 
Francisco.

Now healthy, Bergstein said he loves 
being fit and active, setting goals and having 
the energy to do what he loves to do.

know your
Neighbor
Dr. Michael Bergstein

ENT Specialist/Ironman Athlete
Chappaqua
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Stories come and go this time of year 
about people chipping in, donating time, 
money and sometimes food to those less 
fortunate during the holidays.

Fast forward to January when the 
holidays are over, it’s still cold and 
everyone is back to work or school. The 
same people that needed help two months 
earlier haven’t all miraculously found a 
sustainable way to support their families. 
They are still in need of help. 

The Junior League of Northern 
Westchester (JLNW) has been a key 
player in the battle against food insecurity 
in the community over the last decade. Its 
newest program is completing its third 

year – The Food Bank of Westchester’s 
Kraft Mobile Food Pantry. 

For the price of a regular grocery 
shopping trip for a family ($150), the 
JLNW provides a comparable grocery 
basket comprised of fresh fruits, 
vegetables, meats and breads for more 
than 300 individuals once a month. 

Lola Granola Bar is a local business 
founded three years ago by Mary Molina 
in her kitchen. Mary and Ernie Molina 
found themselves at the mercy of the 
economic crash and lost everything. 
Selling jewelry and family keepsakes in 
order to buy gas so they could make it to 
the Food Bank of Westchester and feed 

their four children wasn’t something they 
saw themselves doing. 

Ernie Molina got a minimum wage job, 
but only having $2 in his pocket every day 
for food, Mary tried to find him a healthy 
snack that would sustain him for his work 
day. Two of their children also have soy 
and dairy allergies.

Mary went to the next best thing – her 
kitchen cupboards. Mixing and playing 
with combinations of gluten-free oats, 
dried fruit and nuts, she created a granola 
bar. She named it after one of their 
daughters mostly because it rhymed, but 
also because Lola has soy allergies and 
could eat it as well. Ernie brought some 

to work, shared with co-workers who 
immediately said they wanted more and 
they would pay for them. 

Similar to how the Junior League 
is always seeking opportunities for 
community improvement, Lola Granola 
Bar now regularly gives a portion of its 
inventory to the Food Bank of Westchester 
and the Children’s Backpack programs to 
ensure every child has a healthy snack. 

Lola Granola and JLNW members will 
be distributing food to families in need 
this Thursday, Dec. 10 from 4:30 to 5:30 
p.m. at the Boys & Girls Club in Mount 
Kisco. 

For more information and to get 
involved with the Junior League of 
Northern Westchester, visit www.jlnw.org. 
For more information on Lola Granola 
Bar, visit www.lolagranolabar.com.

Junior League to Tackle Hunger at Boys & Girls Club This Week 

	  

       Proudly offering Hudson Valley Olive Oil 
with over 30 artisanal olive oils, balsamic 
vinegars and specialty oils from around the 
world. We have a flavor for everyone’s palate. 
As a combined Retail Shop and Tasting Room, 
Seasonz Gift Boutiques’ customers can sample 
oils and vinegars before purchasing. Flavors 
abound here, creating a memorable, sensory 
experience that will leave you wanting more. 
Our olive oils range from E.V.O.O.s, to citrusy 
Persian Lime, to savory Wild Mushroom Sage, 
to Tuscan Herb. The balsamic vinegars are aged 
up to 18 years, resulting in sweet luscious syrup. 
Flavors include Cinnamon Pear, Mission Fig 
and Raspberry, just to name a few. Craving 
something indulgent? Try our White or Black 
Truffle oils, Serrano Honey, Dark Chocolate or 
Maple vinegars. All are sure to satisfy and make 
great unique holiday gifts! 

New	  O&V	  Tasting	  Room	  

53	  South	  Moger	  Avenue,	  Mount	  Kisco,	  NY	  	  10549	  
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The Royal Hanneford Circus returns 
to the Westchester County Center in 
White Plains Feb. 13-15 with a new 
look and new acts for 2016.
A lot has changed over the past 41 
years since The Royal Hanneford 
Circus debuted, but it remains a 
crowd pleaser for all generations 
and is one of only a few traditional 
three-ring circuses still performing.
Each year more than 15,000 people 
attend one of the nine shows during 
President’s Day weekend. This year, 
many of the favorite acts will be 
returning along with a number of 
new and exciting acts from around 
the globe. Included in this two-
and-a-half hour extravaganza are 
thrill riders, acrobats, aerial stars, 
the magical costume change, white 
tigers, elephants, rare white camels, 
high flyers and much more. 
The stars of the show include 
Cuzin Grumpy’s Pork Chop Revue, 
Grandma the Clown and the latest 
in The Royal Hanneford family of 
performers, Catherine Hanneford, 
displaying incomparable aerial 
excellence.
There are three performances 
scheduled for each of the three days. 
Ticket prices are $32 for premium 
seats and $25 for regular reserved 
seats. Groups and organizations of 
at least 20 receive a discounted price 
of $21 for regular reserved tickets to 
the 10 a.m. or 6 p.m. shows.  
Tickets are on sale now at the County 
Center box office, Ticketmaster 
and www.ticketmaster.com. To 
charge by phone, call Ticketmaster 
(additional fees apply) at 800-745-
3000.

The Royal Hanneford 
Circus Returns to 

Westchester in February
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By Martin Wilbur
The tragedy of losing 20 children and 

six faculty members at Sandy Hook 
Elementary School in Newtown, Conn. 
on Dec. 14, 2012, was the kind of seminal 
moment where many people remember 
where they were when they first heard 
the news.

In the immediate aftermath of the 
tragedy, there were many calls for change 
but nearly three years later the epidemic 
of losing Americans to gun violence 
continues almost unabated.

On Sunday, a local church will be one 
of hundreds of venues throughout the 
United States this week that will be the 
site of remembering not only those lost 
in Newtown but throughout the nation.

The First Congregational Church of 
Chappaqua is joining the Newtown 
Foundation and Faiths United to Prevent 
Gun Violence to host The Interfaith Vigil 
for Victims of Gun Violence this Sunday, 
Dec. 13 at 4 p.m. The church has invited 
the entire community for a roughly hour-
long service that will feature prayers, 
music and remarks from those affected 
by gun violence, said Rev. Dr. Martha 
Jacobs, the church’s senior minister.

She said as deaths across the United 
States continue to mount because 

of firearms, people are desperately 
searching for answers and hope.

“It’s something that has to be 
addressed because across the United 
States over 90,000 people have been 
killed by gun violence over the last three 
years,” Jacobs said. “Certainly, it impacts 
certain communities disproportionately 
and affects people because many victims 
are innocent bystanders.”

Jacobs said that clergy and 
congregations from surrounding 
areas that include a variety of faiths 
and denominations are scheduled to 
participate.

She stressed that the vigil is not a rally 
for gun control. The program’s intent is 
to remember and honor the victims of 
those whose lives were cut short rather 
than encouraging political speeches, 

Jacobs said.
More than 350 vigils will be held 

throughout the United States leading 
up to next Monday’s anniversary of the 
Sandy Hook shooting, said Po Murray, 
chairwoman of the Newtown Action 
Alliance. There will also be vigils in 
Mexico and Beijing, China, she said.

The goal of the alliance, a grassroots 
organization formed in Newtown 
shortly after the shooting, is to reverse 
the escalating gun violence that kills an 
average of 30,000 people a year across 
the U.S., she said.

“Our hearts are warmed that so many 
people want to support the victims of 
gun violence,” Murray said.

Chappaqua Cares, a nonprofit 
connecting philanthropic organizations, 
is co-sponsoring the vigil at the First 
Congregational Church.

Several other vigils in Westchester 
have been organized, according to the 
Newtown Action Alliance, including 
at the Chatterton Hill Church United 
Church of Christ in White Plains and the 
Scarsdale Congregational Church.

The First Congregational Church of 
Chappaqua is located at 210 Orchard 
Ridge Rd.

Advertise in The Examiner   •   914-864-0878

The shooting of  20 children and six staff  members at Sandy Hook Elementary School three years ago 
has since sparked an annual week of  nationwide vigils, including one this weekend in Chappaqua.

Chappaqua Church to Host Vigil to End Gun Violence This Sunday

Miracle on 
2010 Albany Post Road!



December 8 - December 14, 2015 The Examiner16

Come holiday time, my wife 
Margaret and I have always 
engaged in a practice I suspect 
many homeowners share: in 
addition to buying gifts for 
each other, we also buy gifts 
“for the home.” 

Over the years these have 
ranged from practical choices, 
such as new appliances, to 
objets d’art found during our 
frequent visits to antique stores 
and auctions. A gift I was 
considering for this holiday 
was an antique decorative 
screen that would have been 
perfect for covering a central 
air control panel in our dining 
room, but Margaret is now 
fonder of modern décor so I 
agreed to let it go.

After so many years of gifting our home, 
we’re hard pressed to think of anything 
more for it. But thinking back, if I had it 
do over again I would have invested more 
in purchasing gifts that would be not only 
modern but technologically advanced 
enough to turn our abode into a “smart 
home.”  I checked around for what I might 
recommend to others to accomplish this 
goal.

First I considered temperature control. 
Of the many options available, the Nest 
Learning Thermostat has won over 

many users by putting its 
sleek digital appearance in 
service toward ease of use, 
even for only moderately 
wired individuals like myself. 
After a short time tracking 
the temperature adjustments 
you make to the Nest, the 
device will learn your patterns 
and begin to anticipate them. 
What’s more, if it doesn’t sense 
your presence via a motion 
detector for several hours, it 
will assume you are not home 
and will adjust the climate 
accordingly to save energy. 

All well and fine, although 
I hope that binge-watching 
“Breaking Bad” for an 
afternoon won’t inadvertently 

cut the heat off.
Lighting was next on my exploration 

list, and the choices grew more 
complicated. Should the bulbs themselves 
be smart, linked in small groups via a 
hub or your wireless device? They are 
the easiest to install, but I will have to 
overcome decades of habit and remember 
to leave the switches on when I leave the 
room. Turning them off will render the 
smartest bulb inoperable. 

Smart switches require more expert 
installation, but allow for more variety 
of bulbs and fixtures. No matter which 

system you choose, there is still a learning 
period. One Forbes Magazine reporter 
recently discovered that the system may 
decide to turn on all your lights in the wee 
hours of the morning.

In the area of security, the August 
Smart Lock seems promising, allowing 
you to open and close the deadbolt on 
your door through your smart phone or 
send a visiting guest or service person 
an invitation allowing them access. It 
sounds like a lifesaver for parents and 
homeowners who need to be at work 
all day, but be certain to use a strong 
password that resists hacking. In fact, 
I would personally hold off on this one 
until the security standards in the smart 
home industry develop further.

In the meantime you might go for the 
Ring, the smart video doorbell. It sends a 
video image of your visitor to your phone 
– even alerting you of their approach 
before they ring the bell – and allows you 
to converse with them from inside via a 
speaker. You can see and speak with the 
person at your door even if you aren’t 
home, while still giving the impression 
that you are inside.

Are you ready to make your home a 
smart home? Well, I suppose it depends 
on your tolerance for technological 
systems that still have some bugs to be 
worked out. For example, if you try to 
install a new app on your phone and 

get a message saying it can’t be done, do 
you quickly hop onto Google to see how 
others solved the problem or do you call 
up the “computer person” in your family 
for yet another favor as I do? Maybe you 
do neither, and instead give up on the app 
altogether while saying “this is why I hate 
computers!” 

If you are in the third group, or if you 
don’t have a resident computer genius 
in your family, you may want to wait a 
few years for smart home technology to 
become more standardized. However, if 
you find that the benefits and excitement 
of this technology outweigh the occasional 
hassle of trouble-shooting, then proceed 
with appropriate caution.

As for me, I will step back for this 
year and try to talk my wife into some 
decidedly non-smart décor for our home, 
possibly from another century – if I can 
find the room, that is.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public 
relations agency in Westchester (www.
PrimaveraPR.com). His real estate site 
is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com, and 
his blog is www.TheHomeGuru.com. To 
engage the services of The Home Guru to 
market your home for sale, call 914-522-
2076.

Buying Holiday Gifts for the Smart Home

 
BEECHER FLOOKS FUNERAL HOME, INC. 

        

Personally Owned and Supervised By 

              William F  Flooks, Jr.    & William J  Flooks                 
                         Proprietor              Licensed Funeral Director                             

Caring for our community since 1928 
Personal and Complete Funeral Service 

418 Bedford Road…Pleasantville, NY 10570…769-0001 

www.beecherflooksfh.com

BF 
EEC ER F O KS FUNERA  HOME  I C  

        

rsonally Owned a d S pervised B  

              lliam F  Fl k  Jr     lliam J  Fl k                  
                         o rietor              en d F l Di t                              

aring for our c mmunity si ce 1 28 
e s nal a d C m lete F neral S rvi e 

 B df d R d Pl ill  NY 10 70 7 00 1 

ww b cherfl oksfh com

“The place to turn in your time of need!”
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Happy Holidays!

Bedford Lighting and Home
748 N. Bedford Rd, (Rt 117) 

Bedford Hills, NY 10507
914 666-0680 • bedfordlighting@yahoo.com

www.bedfordlighting.com

• Chandeliers 
• Table Lamps
• Floor Lamps • Wall Sconces
• Outdoor Fixtures 
• Mirrors
• Tiffany Lamps 
• LED Lighting
• Lampshades & 
  Lamp Repairs

New Arrivals 
FOR THE 

Holidays! 

CHAPPAQUA
22 S. Greeley Avenue

Chappaqua, NY 10514
914-238-5600

WISHING YOU A HAPPY
& HEALTHY 

HOLIDAY SEASON
FROM

“Bringing your Hair to Life Since 1982” 

Follow us on Facebook at Fred’s Hair Salon

Katonah Shopping Center  • 270 Katonah Ave.  Katonah. 
(914) 232-5201

www.fredshairsalon.com
Tues. -Wed.- Fri. 9-6 Thurs. 9-7, Sat. 8-5 

Walk-ins 
Welcome

Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00

Monday December 22rd - Open 10:00 - 10:00

Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00
Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00

Monday December 21st - Open 10:00 - 10:00

Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00

Monday December 22rd - Open 10:00 - 10:00

Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00
Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00

Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00

Monday December 22rd - Open 10:00 - 10:00

Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00
Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00

Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00

Monday December 22rd - Open 10:00 - 10:00

Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00
Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

Somers Custom Framing 
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Happy Holidays!

Our Gi�  to You! 
30% OFF
Your Initial Visit

Until Grand Opening

Toni M King, LAc, Dipi Ac
Licensed Acupuncturist

220 King Street
Chappaqua NY 10514

914 582-3276

Francine Tesler
Psychic Medium

Medium Intuitive
220 King St., 

Chappaqua, NY 10514
914-469-6693

Francine Tesler

Terra Rustica Due

We Now Serve 
Thin 

Crust Pizza

77 So. Moger Ave •Mount Kisco NY 10549 • 914 666-7005
www.terrarusticaristorante.com 

Find us on FB
Visit our other location at

550 No. State Rd • Briarcliff Manor • 914 923-9300

 Happy Hour Everyday 
12 Noon To 7 PM

Gift Certifi cates 
Make A Great Gift !

Now Taking Orders 
For Holiday Catering

Private Party Room 
Available

Happy Hour Everyday 

77 So. Moger Ave •Mount Kisco NY 10549 • 914 666-7005

Simply the Best Bagels 
You’ll Find!

480 East Main Street
Mt. Kisco • 241-0606

BUY 1 DOZ. BAGELS GET
6 FREE

With this coupon • Limit one per customer • Not to be
combined with other o� ers. Expires 12/31/15

Mt. Kisco Bagel Co. • Mt. Kisco • 241-0606

Is Your Lighting 
Ready for the Holidays? 

10% OFF 
Showroom
With mention of ad

Gi�  Certifi cates
Available
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175 Tompkins Ave., Pleasantville • 914-741-0738
www.westchestertabletennis.com

TRAINING CAMP
TUE./WED., DEC. 29 & 30

10 AM - 3 PM DAILY • ALL AGES
KIDS’ TOURNAMENT

SAT., JAN. 9
FEATURING NEW PARENT-AND-CHILD EVENT

Happy Holidays
A Weekend of Good Cheer and Light in Pleasantville

In an annual tradition that spreads 
good cheer throughout the Village of 
Pleasantville, the Chamber of Commerce, 
merchants and community groups host 
a moveable Holiday Open House this 
Saturday, Dec. 12. 

Music in the Village, 10 a.m. The 
Pleasantville High School Camerata 
performs Christmas carols and Hanukkah 
songs under music director Kathleen 
Donovan Warren, accompany Santa as 
he visits shops and eateries on Wheeler 
Avenue, Washington Avenue and Manville 
and Bedford roads. Chamber member 
Toni Emerson coordinates activity and 
accompanies the ensemble throughout the 
village.

continued on next page

Sinapi’s Bakery & Cafe
57 Wheeler Avenue

Pleasantville, NY 10570

(914) 773-2014

Family Owned & Operated Since 1986

Open Christmas Eve from 7am-5:30pm
Closed Christmas & New Years Day

Place All Your 
Holiday Orders Now
Fresh Challah Bread Made Daily 

Wedding Cake Specialists • Cartoon 
Cakes for Kids Cakes for every occasion 

Cheesecake • Bagels  
Italian Bread • Cookies • Pastries
Danish & Muffins and much more

Treat Mom to cupcakes 
this Mother’s Day!

Order ahead for Cupcake Bouquets, Cupcake Cakes, 
Cookies! Or stop by for delicious, beautiful cupcakes: 
Strawberry, Lemon Lavender, Red Velvet, Chocolate 
Flourless, Chocolate Raspberry Dream, and more.
 
19 Washington Avenue, Pleasantville
flourandsunbakery.com • 914.495.3232 
Find us on Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest & Instagram

Happy Holidays From Flour & Sun
We have Hanukkah and Christmas Gifts

Visit our website for more info
Mason Jar Cookie Mix! 

Comes with a festive bow, tag and  
Dreidel or Star of David cookie cutter

Cupcake Gift Boxes Include 9 cupcakes  
(4 Hanukkah decorated 5 specials from 

the day you choose)  
in a gift box tied with a ribbon

Mention this ad when you place your order 
and receive $2 OFF your Cupcake Gift Box!

Call us at 914.495.3232 
to place your order
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The

Lil’ Chocolate Shoppe

Call or Fax: 914-769-0771

RETRO
CANDY & 
BOXES

Belgium  
Chocolates & Truffles

Unique Packaging,  

Holiday Boxes  
and Baskets, 

Mercken Wafers  
in Milk,  

Dark & White  
and much, much, 

more!

15 Washington Ave • Pleasantville, NY
Mon-Sat 10am-6pm • Sun 12pm-4pm

www.westchesterchocolates.com

Let us Help you Celebrate 
Two Great Holidays
with Christmas and 

Chanukah Novelties!
Cookie Trays

HAPPY 
HOUR 

4 - 7Specializing in 
Keratin Treatment

Fine European Hair Design

10 Marble Ave.
Pleasantville, NY

914-760-4040
www.batonnagewinebar.com

Batonnage
Wine Bar & Café

12 Marble Avenue 
Pleasantville, NY 10570

914-769-8262
www.eurospasalon.net

Tues- Wed. 9-6 • Thurs. 9-8 • Fri.9-7
Sat. 8:30-5 • Sun & Mon Closed

Happy Holidays
A Weekend of Good Cheer and Light in Pleasantville

Specials:
•Take Out Tuesdays

•Wine Down 
Wednesdays

Order Early for your 
Holiday Parties

59 Marble Avenue •Pleasantville, NY 10570
914-747-2611

www.woodandfi repizza.com
Hours:  Sunday - Thursday 11am-10pm

Friday & Saturday 11am-11pm 
Happy Hour: Monday- Sunday 4pm-7pm at the bar

Brunch:  Saturday &  Sunday 11am-3pm

Bring this ad in & get 10% OFF Your Order* not to be combined with any other offer*

Ice Sculpture Demonstration, 11 
a.m. The chamber welcomes back ice 
sculptor Mark McKenzie. He transforms 
solid blocks of ice into works of art and 
charms onlookers with his skillful and 
intricate designs. McKenzie sculpts 
everything from baby carriages to 
Buddhas, delivering them to clients all 
over New York City. His “studio” will 
be at Nonna Square on Wheeler Avenue 
next to the Iron Horse.

Holiday Instrumental Ensemble, 
11 a.m. Pleasantville High School, 
Pleasantville Middle School and Boy 
Scout instrumentalists accompanied 
by chamber board member Ed Elliott 
perform in the bandstand at Memorial 
Plaza. They will play in the Old Village, 
at the intersection of Broadway and 
Bedford Road, at 1 p.m.

Hanukkah Celebration, 4 to 6 p.m. 
On Sunday, Dec. 13, the Rosenthal JCC 
of Northern Westchester in Pleasantville 
will hold its annual Hanukkah 
celebration, this year entitled “Bring 

continued from previous page

continued on page 22
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Select Books
Distinctive Cards

Journals

...and more!

Bookmarks

Special Orders

Gift Certificates

Free Gift Wrapping

Unique Gifts

Book Group Discounts

School Orders

Cookbooks

Agate Book Ends

Children’s Books

Reference Books

Out-of-Print Searches

The Village
�

Bookstore

Ten Washington Ave.

Pleasantville, NY

Across from the Burns Film Center

914.769.8322

staff@pleasantvillebooks.com

PLEASANTVILLE
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

THE PLEASANTVILLE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE SPONSORS:

Saturday, December 12

VISIT US AT WWW.PLEASANTVILLECHAMBER.COM

Ice sculpture demonstration at Nonna Square, 11 am.
Festive decorations, special sales and discounts throughout the Village.

FREE PARKING in the Village through December 26th.  
Except 12 hour meters. Parking time limits enforced, to ensure turnover.

MUSIC IN THE VILLAGE 
PHS Camerata Singers visit shops Downtown singing holiday music, 10am until noon. 

Chamber Holiday Instrumental Ensemble—featuring PHS, MS and Boy Scout  
instrumentalists—performs in the Bandstand, 11 am, and the Old Village, 1pm














Offi cial Pace College Sports Sponsor

• Gold
• Platinum
• Diamonds
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Offi cial Pace College Sports Sponsor

• Gold
• Platinum
• Diamonds
• Silver

• Watch Bands
• Customer
   Orders
• All Repairs

WE BUY GOLD AND SILVER

�C�o�m�e� �v�i�e�w� �o�u�r� �n�e�w� �c�o�l�l�e�c�t�i�o�n� �o�f� �A�l�e�x� �&� �A�n�i

Offi cial Pace University Sports Sponsor

• Custom 
 Orders

Now Extended Hours 

• Diamonds

• Watch Bands

   Orders
• All Repairs

• Custom • Customer• Custom • Customer

LA BARBERIA  LA BARBERIA  LA BARBERIA  LA BARBERIA  LA BARBERIA

LA BARBERIA  LA BARBERIA  LA BARBERIA  LA BARBERIA  LA BARBERIA

LA BARBERIA  LA BARBERIA  LA BARBERIA  LA BARBERIA  LA BARBERIA

LA BARBERIA  LA BARBERIA  LA BARBERIA  LA BARBERIA  LA BARBERIA

LA BARBERIA  LA BARBERIA  LA BARBERIA  LA BARBERIA  LA BARBERIA

LA BARBERIA  LA BARBERIA  LA BARBERIA  LA BARBERIA  LA BARBERIA

$2.00 OFF
HAIRCUTS
$2.00 OFF
HAIRCUTS

LA BARBERIA  LA BARBERIA  LA BARBERIA  LA BARBERIA  LA BARBERIA

LA BARBERIA  LA BARBERIA  LA BARBERIA  LA BARBERIA  LA BARBERIA

LA BARBERIA  LA BARBERIA  LA BARBERIA  LA BARBERIA  LA BARBERIA

LA BARBERIA  LA BARBERIA  LA BARBERIA  LA BARBERIA  LA BARBERIA

LA BARBERIA  LA BARBERIA  LA BARBERIA  LA BARBERIA  LA BARBERIA

LA BARBERIA  LA BARBERIA  LA BARBERIA  LA BARBERIA  LA BARBERIA

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Sunday. Only with this Coupon.

La Barberia
FAMILY HAIRCUTTING CENTER

65 Wheeler Avenue, Pleasantville, NY
(914) 741-1120

High Quality 
at Low Prices

Color by Alfaparf
Perms by Matrix

EST. 1970 EST. 1970

Like us on

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Sunday. Only with this Coupon.

$5.00 OFF
COLOR/PERMS

HIGHLIGHTS

$5.00 OFF
COLOR/PERMS

HIGHLIGHTS

Celebrating our 25th Anniversary
No Appointment Necessary

Hours: Mon-Wed 9:30-6 • Thurs & Fri 9:30-7 
Sat 9-5

Open Sunday 10-3

Happy Holidays
A Weekend of Good Cheer 
and Light in Pleasantville

   
   

Fine Art • Sculpture 
• Unique Gifts • Furniture

Home Accessories • Antiques 
• Exquisite Jewelry • & more...
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4 Washington Avenue, 
Pleasantville 914-741-6294

Open 7 Days — 
Friday and Saturday until 8pm

�S�p�e�c�i�a�l�i�z�i�n�g�	�i�n�	�F�i�n�e�	
�A�m�e�r�i�c�a�n�	�C�r�a�f�t

in the Light.” The event will include a 
Hanukkah Game Show by Matt Dorner 
of Main Stages that will include games 
and contests for children of all ages. 
Everyone is encouraged to bring their 
own menorah to display and at the end 
of the program there will be a menorah 
lighting.

Discounted tickets can be purchased 
online for $20 per family or at the door 
for $25 a family. For information and 
register at wwww.rosenthaljcc.org/
hanukkah2015. 

Check the chamber website, http://
pleasantville.com, for promotions and 
sales being offered by local merchants 
and businesses throughout the weekend.

continued from page 21

Residential Brokerage
1 Washington Ave. • Pleasantville, NY 10570

Anthony Sibio
Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker

Cell: 914-319-2970
asib44@aol.com

www.anthonysibio.com
Please call for Free Consultation
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By Martin Wilbur
There may be those who subscribe to 

the theory that conventional bookstores 
are outdated.

Laura Scott Schaefer sees it a little 
differently. A few months ago, the 
Briarcliff Manor resident kept on hearing 
the clamor for a local place where parents 
can shop for books for their children and 
themselves and bring their kids in as 
well.

On Nov. 21, Schaefer opened Scattered 
Books, in the space previously occupied 
by Marmalade at 29 King St. in downtown 
Chappaqua. 

“It seemed like there was a need,” 
Schaefer said. “People really wanted a 
bookstore. I looked into Chappaqua, just 
an exploratory interest, and within three 
days there were over 500 comments. I’ve 
never seen anything like that.”

Schaefer has a special perspective 
about the business; she’s a children’s 
book author herself with five published 
titles, including her latest works “The 
Crumbles Chronicles: Tales of a Nervous 

Dog” series, which of course are carried 
at Scattered Books.

There are books available for children 
at every level, from toddlers through 
the young adult titles, along with a full 
array of good reads for adults in almost 
any genre – bestsellers, historical fiction, 
biographies and much more.

If a customer doesn’t see a book that 
they’re looking for, Scattered Books will 
order it for them. In the first couple of 
weeks Schaefer and her staff completed 
more than 50 special orders.

Schaefer has also sought to make the 
store a fun and inviting place where 
visitors can browse and buy books, look 
for gifts or attend one of the many author 
appearances or themed workshops that 
she has scheduled. 

“I want to do creative stuff for kids and 
adults,” she said. “I feel like adults want 
to do creative staff at that higher level 
and I think it’s fun for them.”

“We’re kind of a community place,” 
Schaefer added. “We’re going to be doing 
stuff for Valentine’s Day, a Valentine’s 

Day date night, a men’s only shopping 
night. Things like that.”

Over the Thanksgiving weekend there 
was a journal-making workshop for girls. 
Next month, Schaefer plans on offering a 
write-your-own-story workshop.

There have already been appearances 
by several authors with many more to 
follow. Last Friday, the store hosted 
Andrea Strongwater, for a discussion and 
signing of her “Lost Synagogues” books, 
while on Saturday there was a meet and 
greet with award-winning author Les 
Child, and Andy Martin, who wrote a 
book on Child.

This weekend local author Barbara 
Dee will appear on Saturday from 1 to 3 
p.m. and town resident Jackie McCarthy, 
who wrote “Raising Creative Thinkers,” 

will visit Sunday at 11:30 a.m. There will 
also be free activities for kids during 
McCarthy’s visit.

Schaefer hopes to be a resource for 
some of the area schools. She plans on 
reaching out to the schools to get an 
accurate accounting of what they would 
like to see in a local bookstore.

The roughly 1,000-square-foot space 
features a separate children’s play area 
where the little ones can have some fun 
while their parents shop, Schaefer said. 
Scattered Books is also a place to pick up 
gifts, particularly for teachers.

While Schaefer is grateful for the 
enthusiasm for her store, it’s not 
surprising to her that residents want to 
support a well-run local, independent 
bookstore.

“This town specifically, it seems like it’s 
very important to them,” she said. “It’s 
definitely an intellectual crowd, which 
is great for a bookstore, and they want 
their children to be very literate. If fits 
in well with the demographics, which is 
nice.”

Aside from the comfortable and 
friendly ambiance, one feature that 
Scattered Books provides that Amazon 
doesn’t is gift wrap.

Scattered Books is open Monday 
through Thursday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
Friday and Saturday from 10 a.m. to 8 
p.m. and Sunday 12 to 5 p.m. For more 
information, call 914-529-8013 or visit 
www.scatteredbooks.com.

Bu
sin

ess
 of 

the 
Week

Scattered Books
Chappaqua

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO
Laura Scott Schaefer, owner of  Scattered Books, 
which opened less than three weeks ago.

Probate | Administration | Wills | Trusts
 Estate Litigation | Guardianship 

Commercial Litigation| Real Estate

FISHLIN & FISHLIN, PLLC - ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
WESTCHESTER, ROCKLAND AND NEW YORK CITY

WESTCHESTER OFFICE 
100 SOUTH BEDFORD RD.

SUITE 340
MT. KISCO, NY 10549

NEW YORK CITY OFFICE 
60 EAST 42ND STREET

SUITE 4600
NEW YORK, NY 10165

FOR ALL APPOINTMENTS CALL OR EMAIL

 (212) 736-8000 | WWW.FISHLINLAW.COM
ATTORNEY ADVERTISING

Todd Fishlin | Lewis Fishlin

• Airports 
• Night on the Town 
• Special Occasions 
• Birthdays 
• Business Trips 
• Concerts 
• Local & Long Distance

T a x i  &  C a r  S e r v i C e

Thank You 
Pleasantville and all surrounding areas for your loyal support.

914.610.8668
914-703-7999

Don Mulhare, OWNER  • Val Balidemaj, MANAGER

WCTLC #08-002208

pleasantvillecarservice.com
Airports • Night on the Town

Special Occasion • Birthdays • Business Trips 
Concerts • Local & Long Distance

WCTLC #08-002208

Airports • Night on the Town
Special Occasion • Birthdays • Business Trips 

Concerts • Local & Long Distance
WCTLC #08-002208

(914) 610-8668
Don Mulhare, OWNER • Val Balidemaj, MANAGER

pleasantvillecarservice.com

(914) 703-7999
Don Mulhare, OWNER • Val Balidemaj, MANAGER

10% OFF ONE WAY
AIRPORT SERVICE

First Time Reservations Only

20% OFF ROUND TRIP
AIRPORT SERVICE

First Time Reservations Only

10% OFF ONE WAY
AIRPORT SERVICE

First Time Reservations Only

20% OFF ROUND TRIP
AIRPORT SERVICE

First Time Reservations Only

Thank you to the Pleasantville Residents for Your Loyal Support
Thank you to the Hawthorne/Thornwood

Residents for Your Loyal Support

Major Airports Only Major Airports Only Major Airports Only Major Airports Only
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20% Off rOuND Trip
AirpOrT ServiCe
First time reservations 

Major Airports Only

10% Off rOuND Trip
AirpOrT ServiCe
First time reservations 

Major Airports Only
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leasantvilleP
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$20 $10

WCTLC #08-00208

Happy Holidays!  
Thank you to all of our Pleasantville & Chappaqua 

Mom’s for all your support.  
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WHITE WINE (750ml)                   WAS NOW  
ASTORIA Pinot Grigio       $12  $9.99 
HESS SELECT Sauvignon Blanc     $12  $9.99 
SALMON RUN  Riesling       $12  $9.99 
HANGING VINE Chardonnay      $12  $9.99 
VRAC Macon-Village       $12  $9.99 
DR L. Riesling         $13  $10.99 
CHATEAU ST. JEAN Chardonnay     $13  $10.99 
KRIS Pinot Grigio        $14  $11.49 
PINE RIDGE Chenin/Viognier     $14  $11.49 
KUNG FU GIRL Riesling       $14  $11.49 
KENDALL JACKSON Chardonnay     $15  $12.49 
PONZI Pinot Gris        $17  $13.99 
TRIMBACH Riesling       $17  $13.99 
JAM CELLARS Butter Chardonnay     $17  $13.99 
KIM CRAWFORD Sauvignon Blanc    $17  $13.99 
REVERDY-DUCROUX Sancerre     $19  $14.99 
LA CREMA Chardonnay Sonoma Coast    $22  $17.49 
CONUNDRUM White Blend      $23  $17.99 
HESS SELECT Chardonnay Napa     $25  $19.99 
SONOMA-CUTRER Chardonnay     $27  $21.99 
CLOUDY BAY Sauvignon Blanc     $33  $24.99 
 
SPIRITS          WAS NOW 
SMIRNOFF VODKA 1.75L     STILL ONLY  $19.99 
WODKA VODKA 1.75L       $25  $22.49 
PINNACLE VODKA 1L       $17  $14.99 
DOUBLE CROSS VODKA 750ML     $38  $33.99 
DEEP EDDY VODKA 750ML      $15  $13.49 
DEEP EDDY “FLAVORS”  1L      $25  $19.99 
NEW AMSTERDAM GIN 1L      $18  $15.99 
ST. PAUL’S LONDON DRY GIN 1L     $15  $12.49 
KERRYGOLD IRISH CREAM 750ML [GIFT SET]  $22  $19.49 
BAILEY’S IRISH CREAM 750ML     $28  $24.99 
CAROLANS IRISH CREAM 1.75L     $33  $27.99 
JAMESON IRISH WHISKEY 1.75L     $58  $49.99 
JOHNNIE WALKER BLACK 750ML     $45  $38.99 
BRUICHLADDICH PORT CHARLOTTE ISLAY   $62  $55.99 
GLENFIDDICH 12YR 750ML      $55  $49.99 
BALVENIE 12YR 750ML       $60  $53.99 
OBAN 14YR 750ML       $72  $65.99 
JACK DANIELS HONEY 750ML [GIFT SET]   $30  $26.99 
WOODFORD RESERVE BOURBON 750ML   $42  $37.99 
EVAN WILLIAMS SINGLE BARREL BOURBON 750ML $30  $25.99 

RED WINE (750ml)       WAS NOW 
MASCIARELLI Montepulciano d’Abruzzo    $10  $8.49 
14 HANDS Hot to Trot       $11  $8.99  
19 CRIMES Red Blend       $11  $8.99 
EL COTO Rioja Crianza       $12  $9.99 
CLINE Zinfandel        $12  $9.99 
GOUGENHEIM Cabernet          $12  $9.99 
CLAVE DEL SECRETO Monastrell     $12  $9.99 
STERLING Vintners Collection  Meritage   $12  $9.99 
NIETO SENTINER Malbec      $13          $10.99 
ZACCAGNINI Montelpulciano d’Abruzzo   $15  $12.49 
SEVEN DEADLY ZINS       $16  $12.99 
1922 Malbec           $17  $13.99 
HESS SELECT Cabernet       $19  $15.99 
MARQUES DE CACERES Rioja Reserva    $20  $16.99 
FOREFRONT Cabernet       $20  $16.99 
LOS VASCOS Cabernet Grand Reserve    $20  $16.99 
CATENA Malbec        $20  $16.99 
COPPOLA Claret        $20  $16.99 
NEWTON Claret        $24  $19.49 
BODEGAS COLOME Malbec      $25  $19.99 
OBERON Cabernet Sauvignon     $25  $19.99 
HESS SELECT Cabernet Allomi     $34  $27.99 
FLOWERS Pinot Noir       $50  $39.99 
DUCKHORN Merlot        $56  $44.99 
  
MAGNUMS (1.75L)       WAS NOW 
FRONTERA Cabernet Sauvignon     $11  $8.99 
CA’ DONINI Pinot Grigio       $13  $9.99 
BAREFOOT Chardonnay      $14  $10.99 
TWO OCEANS Sauvignon Blanc     $14  $10.99 
MELINI Chianti        $14  $10.99 
REX GOLIATH Pinot Noir      $14  $10.99 
YELLOWTAIL Chard/Cab/Shiraz     $14  $10.99 
WOODBRIDGE Chardonnay      $15  $11.99 
CAVIT Pinot Grigio        $16  $11.99 
 
 
 
 
 

Prices valid while 
inventories last.  Good 

through  12/31 
LOCATED ON RT. 117 IN THE  

GREEN LANE  
SHOPPING CENTER  
NEXT TO SHOPRITE  

WE GIFT WRAP. ASK ABOUT HOLIDAY ORDERS.  

741 BEDFORD ROAD BEDFORD HILLS, NEW YORK 10507    914.666.7272     VINEANDCOMPANY.COM  

FREE LOCAL 
DELIVERY 
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By Jerry Eimbinder
Eight hours of celebration are planned 

for New Year’s Eve at the Westchester 
Broadway Theatre in Elmsford, and with 
500 seats available, that should keep 
Executive Chef Alexandra Sampaio plenty 
busy.

A performance of Jerome Kern and 
Oscar Hammerstein II’s classic musical 
“Show Boat” is part of the evening’s 
entertainment. The cost is $370 per couple, 
which includes dinner, show, beverages, 
party favors, taxes and gratuity.

The evening’s festivities begin at 6 p.m. 
in the lobby with the buffet-style serving of 
hot and cold hors d’oeuvres and an open 
bar. A revival of “Show Boat” follows on 
stage at 7 p.m.

The first dinner course, a fresh 
greens salad, is served during the play’s 
intermission; the second and third courses 
arrive after the show ends. 

After dinner, the stage is transformed 
into a dance floor and The Tuxedo Parc 
Orchestra entertains. A champagne toast 
ushers in New Year’s at midnight, but the 
party continues until 2 a.m.

Sampaio said hors d’oeuvres include 
chilled lobster, shrimp cocktails, clams 
casino, pigs in blankets, antipasto, 
empanadas and fresh fruit. There is the 
choice of three dishes – beef, chicken or 
fish and the signature Peach Melba will be 
served as dessert. A basket of dinner rolls 
includes fresh baked corn bread.

The open bar policy applies all night 
with beverage service, including cocktails, 
wine, coffee, tea and soft drinks, provided 
by the wait staff.

“Show Boat” recalls a time in history 
(the musical’s opening is set in 1890) when 
the Mississippi River showboat was a 
remarkable early American entertainment 
venue. The first act deals initially with 
racism as the show boat’s female star, 
accused of being black though appearing 
to be white and married to a white man, is 
banished from her role. 

The play is noted for its departure from 
comedy to drama in a musical on the early 
Broadway stage. The score is incredible 
and includes “Ol’ Man River,” “Can’t 
Help Lovin’ That Man,” “Life Upon the 
Wicked Stage,” “Bill, Why Do I Love You,” 
“Goodbye My Lady Love” and “You Are 
Love.”

A beautiful duet, “Only Make Believe,” 
is sung early in the first act by soprano 
Bonnie Fraser (playing Magnolia, daughter 
of the riverboat captain) and John Preator 
(Ravenal, a gambler and Magnolia’s 
first and only love). The touching “After 
the Ball” is sung in the second act in a 
beautiful rendition by Fraser and other 
cast members.

Sampaio joined the Westchester 
Broadway Theatre as executive chef on 
March 1, 2012. At 16, she worked as a 

busgirl at the theater when her uncle, Tony 
Dinis, was executive chef Little did she 
suspect that one day she would take the 
same job her uncle had held for more than 
30 years. 

Born and raised in Tarrytown, Sampaio 
attended high school at Our Lady of 
Victory Academy in Dobbs Ferry. While 
a student at Westchester Community 
College, Sampaio signed up for adult-
education BOCES courses in cooking and 
baking.

“After only a few classes, I began 
thinking seriously about a career in the 
food industry or in pastry baking,” she 
said. 

“I wasn’t that interested in cooking when 

I started working as a busgirl, although I 
did like to bake,” Sampaio recalled. “My 
father, in fact, would have preferred for 
me to choose almost any other profession 
for a career. But when he and my uncle 
Tony realized that food was the highlight 
of my life, they became my mentors and 
influenced me tremendously.”

She enrolled at the New York Restaurant 
School in TriBeCa (now the Art Institute 
of New York) in 2003 and after graduation 
joined the Greens at Greenwich, an upscale 
assisted living facility in Greenwich, Conn. 
as sous chef. Two-and-a-half years later, 
she opened B4, a 40-seat bistro in Valhalla 
where she ran the kitchen and her partner 
handled the front of the house. 

Sampaio was also the head chef for the 
Bedford Central School District before 
joining WBT. Her duties include hiring, 
training and managing the kitchen 
crew and food wait service staff. About 
50 employees are on hand for sold out 
performances. She also decides the menu. 

The theater accommodates about 500 
people including up to 80 in the luxury 
boxes. Luxury box seating at $470 per 
couple (at least four couples required) is 
offered on New Year’s Eve.

Westchester Broadway Theatre 
is located at 1 Broadway Plaza (175 
Clearbrook Road) in Elmsford. For more 
information, call 914-592-2222 or visit 
www.broadwaytheatre.com.

JOHN VECCHIOLLA PHOTO
John Preator (as Gaylord Ravenal) and Bonnie Fraser (as Magnolia Hawks) singing “It’s Only Make 
Believe” in the Westchester Broadway Theatre’s production of  “Show Boat.”

WBT to Host Eight-Hour New Year’s Eve Party

Peruvian-American Restaurant Mistura Opens in White Plains 
By Jerry Eimbinder

A restaurant called Mistura, serving 
Peruvian-American food, opened in 
White Plains Dec. 1.

Breakfast, lunch and dinner are 
served daily at Mistura, which opens at 
7 a.m. and closes at 11 p.m. Its main 
menu, printed in Spanish, includes 
English translations for nearly all of 
the items listed. An abundance of 
seafood appears along with many soup 
selections and Peruvian-style pasta.

The soup varieties include chicken 
and rice, clams, mussels, fish and 
shrimp with rice, egg and milk. A bowl 
of vegetable-loaded soup with noodles 
and a choice of beef or chicken (called 
Sustancia de Carne o Pollo) costs $8.

Pork and chicken tamales are priced 
at $6 each and most of the seafood 

entrées cost $13 each, including 
shrimp in garlic sauce and fried trout 
with rice and a salad. Mistura also has 
an $8 lunch special menu.

Chef and owner Ayde Huggins grew 
up in Lima, Peru’s capital and largest 
city. She began learning to cook at 
seven years old by helping her mother 
prepare meals for their five-member 
family. She attended a culinary 
program at Westchester Community 
College and was a chef at White Plains 
Hospital for nearly five years before 
leaving to open her new restaurant.

Mistura is located at 106 
Mamaroneck Ave. in White Plains. 
A municipal parking lot is directly 
behind the restaurant for a dollar an 
hour. For more information, call 914-
607-7244.

JERRY EIMBINDER PHOTO
White Plains Mayor Tom Roach and Ayde Huggins, 
chef  and owner of  Mistura, on opening day last 
Tuesday.

Alexandra Sampaio, executive chef  at Westchester 
Broadway Theatre, is responsible for the menu at 
the Elmsford dinner theater, including the three-
course meal planned for the New Year’s Eve 
celebration.
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Tuesday, Dec. 8
Italian Language and Culture. Mara 

De Matteo, born and raised in Italy and 
passionate about her native language, 
she combines lively conversation with 
grammatical instruction in her classes. She 
creates interactive lessons on the richness 
of Italian culture, past and present, 
through real-life anecdotes, literature, 
personal memoirs, films and even 
photography. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 6:30 
p.m. Free. Also Dec. 15, 22 and 29. Info: 
914-273-3887.

Wednesday, Dec. 9
Master Networker Meeting. Join this 

high-energy interactive membership 
network of learning-based, service-
oriented entrepreneurs and business 
leaders. Come be a guest any Wednesday 
to learn more about this world-class 
business training and referral program. 
Mount Kisco Coach Diner, 252 E. Main 
St., Mount. 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. RSVP suggested. Info and 
RSVP: Contact Julie Genovesi at 303-929-
7203 or e-mail julie@eurobella.net or just 
drop in. 

Zumba Fitness. Achieve long-term 
benefits while having a blast in one 
exciting hour of calorie-burning, body-
energizing, awe-inspiring movements 
meant to engage and captivate for life. For 
all fitness levels. Dance Emotions, 75 S. 
Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. Every Monday 
and Wednesday at 9 a.m. and Saturdays at 
10 a.m. Drop in or weekly discount rates 
available. Info: Contact Peggy at 914 960-
4097.

Spirituality Workshop. Presented by 
the Rev. Dr. Carole Johannsen, coordinator 
of Pastoral Care at Phelps. Phelps 
Memorial Hospital Center auditorium, 
701 N. Broadway, Sleepy Hollow. 9 to 10:30 
a.m. Free. Registration required. Info and 
registration: Contact Ellen Woods at 914-
366-3937 or e-mail ewoods@pmhc.us.

Baby Time. A fun interactive lap-sit 
story time that includes songs, rhymes and 
a few very short stories. The experience 
gives babies an opportunity to socialize and 
parents a time to share. Recommended for 
newborns through 12 months old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 10 to 10:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Monday and Wednesday. Info: 914-769-
0548 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Vitality Program Holiday Party. 
Brunch and activities for seniors. Phelps 
Memorial Hospital Center boardroom, 
701 N. Broadway, Sleepy Hollow. 10 a.m. 
to noon Free. Registration required. Info 
and registration: 914-366-3937 or e-mail 
ewoods@pmhc.us.

Pound Fitness Program. A 45-minute 
full-body cardio and stress relief jam 
session, fusing Pilates, cardio, plyometrics, 
isometric movements and poses. Using 

lightly weighted drumsticks called Ripstix™ 
and combining constant simulated 
drumming resulting in working the entire 
body. Dance Emotions, 75 S. Greeley 
Ave., Chappaqua. 10:15 a.m. $20. Every 
Wednesday. Info: Contact Peggy at 914 
960-4097.

New Mommy Meet-Up. A great way 
to get out of the house, meet new friends 
and enjoy time with your baby. For babies 
up to eight months old and their moms. 
Romperee Indoor Playground at World 
Cup Nursery School and Kindergarten, 
160 Hunts Lane, Chappaqua. 10:15 to 11 
a.m. Free. Every Wednesday through June 
24, 2016 (except holidays). Info: Contact 
Kim Bremer at 914-238-9267 ext. 20.

Toddler Storytime. Finger plays, action 
rhymes, songs and stories to encourage 
an enjoyment of books and to stimulate 
early listening, learning and speaking 
skills. Recommended for children one 
to two-and-a-half years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 10:30 to 11 a.m. Free. Every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Info: 914-
769-0548 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.
org.

Senior Benefits Information Center. 
Counselors offer older adults one-on-
one counseling covering a broad range 
of topics including Medicare health and 
prescription plans, food stamps, HEAP, 
EPIC, weatherization, minor home repair 
and tax relief programs. Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 Main St., Mount 
Kisco. 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. Info: 914-231-3260.

Preschool Storytime. This interactive 
story time uses picture books, songs, finger 
plays, action rhymes and other activities 
to encourage the enjoyment of books and 
language. Recommended for children 
two-and-a-half to five years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 11 to 11:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Info: 914-
769-0548 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.
org.    

Support Group for Alzheimer’s 
Caregivers. Temple Shaaray Tefila and 
Westchester Jewish Community Services 
have scheduled this forum to provide 
a place for caregivers to discuss their 
feelings, share their experiences and 
support one another. A specialist from 
the Alzheimer’s Association will lead the 
group and provide educational materials 
and information. All welcome. Temple 
Shaaray Tefila’s Youth Lounge, 89 Baldwin 
Rd., Bedford. 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Free. 
Meets the second and fourth Wednesday 
of each month. Registration required. Info 
and registration: Contact the Alzheimer’s 
Association at 800-272-3900 or visit www.
alz.org/hudsonvalley.

Chair Yoga With Alka Kaminer. 
Experience greater flexibility, 
cardiovascular endurance and improved 

balance, strengthening and toning of 
muscles, better digestion, stress reduction, 
mental clarity, improved breathing, 
relaxation and an overall sense of well-
being. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 1 p.m. 
Free. Also Dec. 16. Info: 914-273-3887. 

The Explorers Club. A new literacy/
activity program this fall. Join Miss Debbie 
to explore a new theme each week (science, 
art and more) through literacy and hands-
on activities. Come read, discover and 
create. For children five to seven years 
old. Mount Pleasant Public Library, 350 
Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 3:30 to 4:15 
p.m. Free. Every Wednesday. Registration 
required. Info and registration: www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Knitting at the Library. Knitters and 
crocheters of all skill levels. For ages 10 
and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. 
Main St., Mount Kisco. 4 p.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. Info: 914-864-8041 or www.
mountkiscolibrary.org.

Zumba Toning With Amy. Sculpt and 
tone muscle groups while dancing and 
shaking toning sticks to the sassy sizzling 
rhythms of the Zumba. Toning sticks 
provided. PFX Fitness, 10 Castleton Rd., 
Pleasantville. 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Drop-in fee: 
$12. Every Wednesday Info: E-mail olin.
amyj@gmail.com.

Art Series With Professor Valerie 
Franco: “Bartolomeo Manfredi. Only 40 
years old when he died, this powerhouse 
painter of realism in art was one of the most 
important stylistic followers of Caravaggio 
toward the end of the Renaissance. Born in 
1582, Manfredi left behind masterpieces of 
light, depth and emotion that still astound 
today. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 6 p.m. 
Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

Indian Point in Our Energy Future: An 
Evening of Information and Discussion. 
Located just 25 miles north of Manhattan, 
Indian Point Nuclear Power Plant was 
licensed for operation in 1974. How do 
we measure the costs and benefits of 
Indian Point to our economy, comfort, 
safety and health?  Learn the facts and 
form your own opinion. Greenburgh 
Nature Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 
Refreshments at 7 p.m. Program at 7:30 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit 
www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

The Intrigue of Winter Flora 
Identification. Join Carol Levine for a slide 
show of beautiful winter plants, and how 
to identify them even in the cold season. 
Refreshments served; please bring a 
reusable mug to help reduce our ecological 
footprint. Katonah Village Library, 26 
Bedford Rd., Katonah. Refreshments at 7 
p.m. Lecture at 7:30 p.m. Free. Info: 914-
232-1999 or visit wwwbedfordaudubon.
org.

Advent Soup and Service. First 
Congregational Church of Chappaqua, 

210 Orchard Ridge Rd., Chappaqua. 7 to 
8:30 p.m. Free. Also Dec. 16 and 23. Info: 
914-238-4411 or visit www.fcc-chappaqua.
org.

Squeeze Acoustic: An Evening With 
“The At Odds Couple” of Difford and 
Tillbrook. For the first time in the U.S. in 
almost 20 years, Squeeze’s Chris Difford 
and Glenn Tilbrook will be heading out 
on the road as a duo that will see them 
present their songs and story in a unique 
way. Difford’s lyrics and Tilbrook’s music 
have prevailed through turbulent times 
over the past four decades, from the ever-
changing musical landscape to their own 
internal reshuffles and an acrimonious 
break-up. Tarrytown Music Hall, 13 Main 
St., Tarrytown. 8 p.m. $48, $68, $78 and 
$88. Also Dec. 13 at 7 p.m. Info and tickets: 
Visit www.tarrytownmusichall.org.

Bedford Chamber Ensemble Holiday 
Concert. The ensemble, conducted by 
Anthony Newman, will perform the 
complete version of Bach’s Brandenburg 
Concertos. Newman, a renowned Bach 
expert and phenomenal keyboardist, has 
presented these concertos at least 20 times 
during his musical career. Special holiday 
refreshments will be served at intermission. 
St. Matthew’s Church Fellowship Hall, 382 
Cantitoe St. (Route 22), Bedford. 8 p.m. 
$40. Info and tickets: 914-522-5150 or visit 
www.bedfordchamberconcerts.org.

Thursday, Dec. 10
Let Your Yoga Dance Classes. The 

popular Kripalu noon dance class is 
now in Chappaqua! Combines easy 
dance, gentle yoga and great music. 
Come join this noncompetitive, heart 
pumping and joyful experience. Drop-
ins welcome. Dance Emotions, 75 S. 
Greeley Ave., Chappaqua.10 a.m. $20 
per 75-minute class. Every Tuesday and 
Thursday. Info: 914-238-8974 or e-mail 
claudiayogadance@gmail.com.

Toddler Storytime. Finger plays, action 
rhymes, songs and stories to encourage 
an enjoyment of books and to stimulate 
early listening, learning and speaking 
skills. Recommended for children one to 
two-and-a-half years old. Mount Pleasant 
Public Library, 125 Lozza Drive, Valhalla. 
10:30 to 11 a.m. Free. Every Tuesday and 
Thursday. Info: 914-741-0276 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Preschool Storytime. This interactive 
story time uses picture books, songs, finger 
plays, action rhymes and other activities 
to encourage the enjoyment of books and 
language. Recommended for children 
two-and-a-half to five years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 125 Lozza Drive, 
Valhalla. 11 to 11:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Tuesday and Thursday. Info: 914-741-0276 
or www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Osteoporosis Support and Education. 
For individuals with osteoporosis, 

continued on page 28

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Martin Wilbur at mwilbur@theexaminernews.com.com.
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The advances 
of science in the 
realm of wine 
continue to 
refine, and even 
redefine, our 
understanding of 
wine appreciation. 

Our perception 
of wine is 
influenced more 

by our sense of smell than by our sense 
of taste. Since our olfactory sensors are 
present in the nasal passages and in the 
back of the throat, they bombard our 
brain with significantly greater impulses 
than those sensors in our mouths and on 
our tongue. Yet we often find it difficult 
to express words that describe the 
aromas in a glass of wine.

Scientists at 
Northwestern University 
have unraveled one aspect 
of the mystery of aroma 
perception. Research has 
discovered the connection 
between how the brain 
processes aromas versus 
visual or auditory signals. 

What we see is generally the same 
as the next person. What we hear is 
generally the same also. (Yes, I know, 
there are exceptions and anomalies, 
just as with every other aspect of our 

interface with fellow Earth citizens.) Yet 
with our sense of smell, our perception 
of the reality of aromas can be widely 
disparate from the next person. 

Scientists have concluded that a 
portion of our brain, the piriform cortex, 
manages our olfactory sensors. Yet the 
electric impulses sent by these olfactory 
sensors are assimilated in a different 
manner than those in which our brain 
manages our other four senses. 

The gyrus areas of our cerebral vortex 
directly manage visual and auditory 
signals, and create the words we use 
to identify these senses. The piriform 
cortex is an outlier, intercepting 
olfactory signals on their pathway to the 
gyrus region. Electrical impulses from 
our olfactory senses are transmitted to 
the piriform cortex, resulting in rather 

garbled output when 
it relays signals to the 
gyrus region. This unique 
pathway influences the 
formation of words in 
the gyrus region. The 
process varies from 
person to person, creating 
vocabularies that may 

differ greatly. 
Scientists have concluded that this 

is a primary factor in the disparate 
descriptions we assign to aromas. Each 
time the olfactory sensors are bombarded 

by aromas, the signals to the brain are 
interpreted “on the run” through the 
piriform cortex, making it difficult to 
translate a smell into a descriptive word.  

What does all of this science mean to 
the average wine consumer?

1. It explains why it is sometimes 
difficult to verbalize aromas. 

2. It explains why we don’t 
have the same perception of a 
wine as wine critics. This can be 
intimidating if we don’t smell 
the violets or graphite or Meyer 
lemon, which professional wine 
critics pinpoint in their wine 
critiques. We are not inferior; we 
are simply different.

The challenge is how to 
improve our sense of smell. It is 
more a sensory refinement than 
a scientific procedure. If we continually 
and diligently focus on identifying 
aromas in our glasses of wine, our 
brain will build a data bank of these 
perceptions. Eventually, each impression 
of the characteristics of a wine will be 
stored as a fixed memory, enabling us to 
describe instinctively a particular aroma. 
Just as the visual and auditory processing 
centers of the brain create and store 
language (our memory), the piriform 
cortex enhances the aroma impulses in 
creating memories of aromas.    

And of course, our memory plays a 

significant role in our sense of smell. 
When we encounter an aroma of a 
particular food or wine, our brain 
searches our memory banks for 
similar past experiences. This is why 
we can verbalize the vanilla scent in a 
Chardonnay or the hint of chocolate in a 

Cabernet Sauvignon. 
This is how I enjoy 
wines: “Continuous 
experimenting 
results in instinctive 
behavior.” Now I have 
the weight of science 
behind my credo.

And the same 
credo may be stated 
for our sense of taste, 
although in a much 
narrower range (five 

senses of taste versus tens of thousands 
of senses of smell). 

Next week: The science behind how we 
taste.

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 20 years 
he has conducted wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results 
in instinctive behavior. You can reach him 
at nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or 
on Twitter @sharingwine.

Scientific Study Aids in Redefining Our Sense of Smell

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine
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providing education on nutrition, exercise 
(weight-bearing, strengthening and 
balance) and activities of daily living. Phelps 
Memorial Hospital Center boardroom (C 
Level), 701 N. Broadway, Sleepy Hollow. 
11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Free. Held the second 
Tuesday of every month. Registration 
required. Info and registration: 914-366-
2270 or e-mail ewoods@pmhc.us.

Mahjongg Club. Intermediate players 
welcome. Participants must bring their 
own set. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 
E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 1 p.m. Free. 
Every Thursday. Info: 914-864-8041 or 
www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Storytime Playgroup. Come hear a 
story and music and join in on playtime 
with toys and books. Children, parents 
and caregivers will make new friends and 
share time together. For children one to 
four years old; with a caregiver. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 2 to 2:45 p.m. Free. Every 
Thursday. Info: 914-769-0548 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Gaming Old School. Join old school 
gaming enthusiasts to play board games 
like a kid again. Open to all ages. Mount 
Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main St., 
Mount Kisco. 4 to 5:30 p.m. Free. Every 
Thursday. Info: 914-666-8041 or www.
mountkiscolibrary.org.   

Read to Rover. Dogs love listening to 
stories. Come meet Rover and read your 
favorite story. For children five years old 
and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 
E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. 
Free. Every Thursday. Info: 914-666-8041 
or www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

“The Gift of the Magi.” A stage 
production of O. Henry’s classic holiday 
story with a fresh new adaptation by artistic 
director Bram Lewis. The Schoolhouse 
Theater, 3 Owens Rd., Croton Falls. 8 
p.m. Adults: $38. Seniors: $35. Students: 
$15. Also Dec. 11, 12, 17, 18 and 19 at 8 
p.m. and Dec. 13 and 20 at 3 p.m. Info 
and tickets: 914-277-8477 or visit www.
schoolhousetheater.org.

Friday, Dec. 11
Zumba With Amy. Low-impact Zumba 

for the older active adult or beginners. 
Ladimax Sports & Fitness, 1 Commerce 
St., Valhalla. (The Cliffs complex). 8:30 to 
10:30 a.m. Drop-in rate: $10. Every Friday. 
Info: 914-643-6162 or e-mail olin.amyj@
gmail.com.

Alzheimer’s Support Group. For 
caregivers to receive the emotional, 
educational and social support needed 
to successfully care for someone with 
dementia. Phelps Memorial Hospital 
Center, Room 545 in the 755 Building, 701 
N. Broadway, Sleepy Hollow. 10 to 11:30 
a.m. Free. Info: 914-366-3937 or e-mail 
ewoods@pmhc.us.

Zumba With Amy. Low-impact Zumba 

for the older active adult or beginner. 
Addie-tude Dance Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza (lower level), Pleasantville. 11 a.m. 
Drop-in rate: $12. Every Friday; also 
Tuesdays at 10 a.m. Info: 914-643-6162 or 
e-mail olin.amyj@gmail.com.

The North White Plains Fire Company 
No. 1 Christmas Tree Sale. All proceeds 
will benefit the fire company. Free parking; 
all ages welcome. North White Plains 
Fire Company No. 1 firehouse, 621 N. 
Broadway, North White Plains. 4 to 8 p.m. 
Trees are priced according to size and type. 
Fridays from 4 to 8 p.m. and Saturdays and 
Sundays from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. through 
Dec. 19 (unless sold out). Info: 914-949-
3575 or e-mail ncsfd1@optonline.net.

Friday Night Films: “Schultz Gets 
the Blues.” This gentle road movie by 
German writer/director Michael Shorr 
follows accordion-playing Schultze as 
he tries to decide how to spend his time 
after being forced into retirement from 
the local salt mine. This beautifully shot 
comedy looks at polka, zydeco, life and 
how you live it. In German with English 
subtitles. Post-screening discussion led 
by Professor Valerie Franco. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

“A Christmas Carol.” Spotlight Theatre 
presents its production of this Dickens 
classic and Alan Menken musical. 
Whippoorwill Hall at the North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 8 p.m. Adults: $20. Seniors and 
children (under 12): $16. Seats at door: 
$25. Also Dec. 12 at 8 p.m. and Dec. 13 at 2 
p.m. Info and tickets: 845-526-3461 or visit 
www.stpny.com.

Saturday, Dec. 12
Pleasantville Farmers Market. The 

Pleasantville Farmers Market is the 
largest, year-round farmers market in 
Westchester, and the one voted “Best of 
Westchester” in 2014 and 2015 by the 
readers of Westchester Magazine. With 
over 40 vendors participating in the indoor 
market, including special seasonal vendors 
this month, the delicious good time 
continues. Pleasantville Middle School, 40 
Romer Ave., Pleasantville. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Every Saturday (except Dec. 26). Info: Visit 
www.pleasantvillefarmersmarket.org.

Chappaqua Farmers Market. Bringing 
locally-raised and produced food to the 
community in a weekly market, creating a 
connection between shoppers and small-
scale food producers in the region. First 
Congregational Church of Chappaqua, 
210 Orchard Ridge Rd., Chappaqua. 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Saturdays through April (except 
for Dec. 26 and Jan. 2). Info: Visit www.
chappaquafarmersmarket.org.

Holiday Boutique. To pick up great 
gifts. First Congregational Church of 
Chappaqua, 210 Orchard Ridge Rd., 
Chappaqua. 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Info: 914-238-
4411 or visit www.fcc-chappaqua.org.

Christmas Tree Sale. First 
Congregational Church of Chappaqua, 
210 Orchard Ridge Rd., Chappaqua. 8 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Also Dec. 19 from 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. and Dec. 13 and 20 from 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Info: 914-238-4411 or visit www.fcc-
chappaqua.org.

Trains: Your Ticket to the Great 
Outdoors! Yonkers Model Railroad 
Club presents a display of model 
trains. Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 
Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 10 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. Members: Free. Non-members: 
Adults--$10. Seniors--$9. Children (2-12)-
-$8. Children (under 2)—Free. (Includes 
admission to all Manor House exhibits.) 
Also Dec. 13. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit 
www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Practice Tai Chi With Larry Atille. 
Learn specific feldenkrais and chi kung 
breathing techniques for deep relaxation 
and apply them to tai chi movement. 
This is a hands-on class that will be 
geared to the level of experience of the 
class and challenge all participants. Wear 
comfortable clothes and bring a floor mat 
or towel. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East. Armonk. 10:30 
a.m. Free. Also Dec. 19. Info: 914-273-
3887.

Adult Coloring. If you’re an adult 
looking for a relaxing, fresh and new 
activity that will help bring stress relief to 
your busy life, try this new coloring class. 
Drop in anytime. Materials provided. 
Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main 
St., Mount Kisco. 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Free. Every Saturday. Info: 914-666-8041 
or www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Wolves of North America. Learn about 
the mythology, biology and ecology of 
wolf families and discover why it’s a special 
time for packs in North America. Whether 
the wolves are living on the Arctic tundra 
or the high desert of the southwest, wolf 
families are out searching for prey as their 
pups prepare for their first winter season. 
Guests will visit ambassador wolves Atka, 
Alawa, Nikai and Zephyr and the critically 
endangered red wolves and Mexican gray 
wolves. Wolf Conservation Center, South 
Salem. 11 a.m. Adults: $13. Children 
(under 12): $11. Also Dec. 19, 26 and 30 
at 11 a.m., Dec. 26 at 2 p.m. and Dec. 28 at 
noon. Pre-registration required. Info and 
pre-registration: Visit www.nywolf.org.

Adult Salsa Class. Addie-Tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza (lower level), Pleasantville. 11 a.m. 
to noon. Free. $12. Every Saturday. Also 
Wednesdays from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Info: 
917-215-1720 or visit www.addie-tude.
com.

Teaching Trails: A Community Path 
for Environmental Education. Join 
guided trail experience through the 
woodland forest. Discover who left that 
track, which tree makes the best animal 
home or which plant makes its own 
heat. Program runs about 30 minutes. 

Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 11:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Saturday and Sunday. Info: 914-723-3470 
or visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Pound Fitness Program. A 45-minute 
full-body cardio and stress relief jam 
session, fusing Pilates, cardio, plyometrics, 
isometric movements and poses. Using 
lightly weighted drumsticks called Ripstix™ 
and combining constant simulated 
drumming resulting in working the entire 
body. TADA Theatre and Dance Arts, 131 
Bedford Rd., Katonah. 11:45 a.m. $20. 
Every Saturday; also Wednesdays at 7:30 
p.m. Info: Contact Peggy at 914 960-4097.

“The Principles of Back-bending and 
the Art of Yoga Tune Up® Therapy Ball 
Massage.” Freddie Wyndham and Darcy 
Bowman will explore the principals and 
fundamentals of back-bending in this 
workshop. Participants will learn to 
strengthen the muscles that move the body 
into backbends, identify the three regions 
of the body that need to be prepared 
and learn how to cultivate the flexibility, 
mobility, and openness in the muscles, 
tissue and joints to allow for healthful and 
graceful backbends. Concludes with self-
massage, deep relaxation and meditation. 
Bring a yoga mat and arrive early. Yoga 
Studio at Club Fit, 584 N, State Rd., 
Briarcliff Manor. 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. Yoga 
Teachers Association of the Hudson Valley 
members: $35. Non-members: $45. $55 at 
the door. Pre-registration requested. Info: 
Contact Michael Sassan at 914-709-4150 
or e-mail yogadad@optonline.net. Pre-
registration: Visit www.YTAYoga.com. 

Holiday Stories. Come for an afternoon 
of classic holiday tales brought to life by 
reader Alan Sklar. He will present “The Gift 
of the Magi” by O. Henry and “A Child’s 
Christmas in Wales” by Dylan Thomas. 
For adults. Mount Pleasant Public Library, 
350 Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 2 p.m. Free. 
Info: 914-769-0548.

“A Christmas Carol.” Master storyteller 
Jonathan Kruk will offer dramatic 
performances of Dickens’ classic. With 
musical accompaniment, Kruk brings 
to life the story of Ebenezer Scrooge and 
the ghosts of Christmas Past, Present, and 
Future. Recommended for children 10 
years old and up. Christ Episcopal Church, 
43 S. Broadway (Route 9), Tarrytown. 
3:30, 4:45 and 6 p.m. Adults: $25. Children 
(under 18): $20. Historic Hudson Valley 
members receive a $5 discount. Also Dec. 
13, 19 and 20. (Dec. 20 at 6 and 7:15 p.m. 
only.) Info and tickets: 914-366-6900 or 
visit www.hudsonvalley.org.

Messiah Sing. This annual holiday 
event will feature professional soloists and 
a string quartet conducted by Dr. Sándor 
Szabó. Join in singing Handel’s great 
Oratorio and be part of this wonderful 
family tradition of fellowship and music. 
Scores will be provided. Reception to 
follow. The Reformed Church, 180 

continued from page 26

continued on page 29
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Pondfield Rd., Bronxville. 4 p.m. Free. 
Info: 914-337-6776.

“Faith, Food and Friends.” A weekly 
gathering that includes prayer, song, 
discussion and dinner for all. Emanuel 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 197 Manville 
Rd., Pleasantville. 5 p.m. Free. Every 
Saturday. Info: Visit www.emanuelelc.org.

Evening Howl. Enjoy visiting the wolves 
during their favorite hour - dusk.  Learn 
about the mythology, biology and ecology 
of wolves in North America while enjoying 
a lovely spread of wine and cheese. Guests 
will take a short sunset hike to howl with 
ambassador wolves Atka, Alawa, Nikai 
and Zephyr and the center’s critically 
endangered red wolves and Mexican 
wolves. For adults 21 years old and up. Wolf 
Conservation Center, South Salem. 5 p.m. 
$20. Pre-registration required. Info and pre-
registration: Visit www.nywolf.org.

Under the Covers on a Cold December 
Night. A fundraiser celebrating two of the 
world’s most beloved performing groups. 
Cover bands Unforgettable Fire and The 
Sweet Cash will perform songs from U2 
and Johnny Cash. Proceeds to benefit the 
Irvington Town Hall Theater Building 
Fund. Irvington Town Hall Theater, 85 

Main St., Irvington. 7 p.m. $25 and $35. 
(Includes food and beer). Info and tickets: 
Visit www.irvingtontheater.com.

Sunday, Dec. 13
Pack Chat for Kids. Children will learn 

about the mythology surrounding wolves 
and the important role they play in the 
natural world. Guests will visit ambassador 
wolves Atka, Alawa, Nikai and Zephyr 
and the critically endangered red wolves 
and Mexican gray wolves. Bring a camera. 
Wolf Conservation Center, South Salem. 
2 p.m. Adults: $13. Children (under 12): 
$11. Also Dec. 27 at 10 a.m. and Dec. 29 
at 11 a.m. Pre-registration required. Info 
and pre-registration: Visit www.nywolf.
org.

Sunday Music Presents: Sherry Miller. 
Critically acclaimed singer-songwriter 
Sheri Miller composes and plays soulful 
Beatles-inspired original songs while 
playing the guitar and piano.  She also 
enjoys playing popular classics from The 
Beatles, Patsy Cline, Louis Armstrong 
and Judy Garland, among others. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 3 p.m. Free. Info: 914-
273-3887.

Vigil to End Gun Violence. An interfaith 
gathering to remember the victims of gun 

violence on the eve of the third anniversary 
of the Sandy Hook Elementary School 
shooting. First Congregational Church 
of Chappaqua, 210 Orchard Ridge Rd., 
Chappaqua. 4 p.m. Info: Visit www.
newtownfoundation.org.

Hanukkah Celebration: Bring in the 
Light! Matt Dorner of Mainstages children’s 
educational theater, will engage in “The 
Hanukkah Challenge,” an interactive game 
packed with trivia, contests and music for 
the entire family. Make candy dreidels and 
enjoy latkes and jelly donuts before the 
show. Bring your menorah and end the 
evening with a lighting. Rosenthal JCC, 
600 Bear Ridge Rd., Pleasantville. 4 to 6 
p.m. In advance: $6 per person or $20 per 
family. At the door: $7 per person or $25 
per family. Info and advance registration: 
Visit www.rosenthaljcc.org/hanukkah2015

Monday, Dec. 14
Monday Bird Walk. Beginners 

encouraged. Meet in the main parking 
area. Rockefeller State Park, Route 117, 
Pleasantville. 8:30 a.m. Free. Info: Visit 
www.sawmillriveraudubon.org.

Knitting Group. Hats for our 
servicemen and women overseas and 
other ongoing projects for care centers 
and hospitals. Clinton Street Center, 1A 

Clinton St., Pleasantville. 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
Free. Every Monday. Info: 914-769-2021.

Knitting Circle. This group is open to 
everyone who has an interest in knitting. 
Live, love, laugh, learn and have fun 
together during these creative journeys. 
Come share patterns and ideas and 
celebrate creative spirits together while 
enjoying the ancient art of knitting. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Free. Every Monday and Thursday (except 
Dec. 24 and 31). Info: 914-273-3887.

Neil Berg’s Broadway Holiday. The 
number one touring Broadway concert in 
America, brings Broadway’s finest stars and 
greatest songs together for an unforgettable 
holiday event. Five of Broadway’s brightest 
stars will take audiences on a journey 
through Broadway history with the music 
of Kander & Ebb, Rodgers & Hammerstein, 
Lerner & Loewe, Andrew Lloyd Webber, 
Leonard Bernstein, Stephen Sondheim, 
Cole Porter, Irving Berlin and many more. 
Cast includes Rita Harvey, Carter Calvert 
and Danny Zolli. Westchester Broadway 
Theatre, 1 Broadway Plaza, Elmsford. 
Lunch at 11:15 a.m. Show at 1 p.m. $64 
(plus tax). Dinner at 6:15 p.m. Show at 8 
p.m. $84 (plus tax). Info and tickets: 914-
592-2222 or visit broawaytheatre.com.

continued from page 28

By Martin Wilbur
Recounting the story of Christmas with 

a meaningful and entertaining message can 
be a serious challenge, even for a church.

For the second consecutive year, Grace 
Baptist Church in Chappaqua hopes to 
capture the message of the holiday, not 
only for its parishioners but the wider 
community as well, through a staged 
production in its sanctuary.

A dozen of the church’s congregants 
comprise the cast of “Christmas is 
Relative,” the story of the McMillan family 
holiday reunion that is organized by the 
well-meaning but overbearing matriarch 
Aunt Fran.

Grace Baptist member Jason King, a 
longtime actor, is directing the production 
that will use some humor and music 
to augment the Christmas story for 
the audience. King actually turned the 
production into a musical by adding 
some traditional and familiar Christmas 
carols and an original song written by cast 
member and Grace Baptist parishioner 
Jackie Serra. 

“It’s a chance to be more creative with 
something and I think it’s an amazing way 
to tell a very cool story, the greatest story 
ever told, the story of Christmas,” King 
said.

“Christmas is Relative” was one of the 
annual original Christmas productions 
that King’s former church in Washington, 

D.C., created and staged over the past 25 
years. A couple of years ago when King 
relocated with his family to Westchester 
and joined Grace Baptist on Orchard 
Ridge Road, he suggested to Pastor Larry 
Holland that the church present a holiday-
themed production.

King said he chose “Christmas is 
Relative,” which lasts a little less than an 
hour, among several of his former church’s 
plays because he figured novice actors 
would be able to pull it off. The cast, which 
includes children, ranges in age from six to 
77 years old.

Holland said he and the congregation 
were pleased with how last year’s 
production went and were excited to 
present another play. They invested in new 
lighting and other equipment to make the 
experience for the actors and the audience 
more enjoyable and professional.

The play is also a gift to the community, 
Holland said, since everyone is invited to 
attend regardless of whether or not they 
belong to Grace Baptist. While it is meant 
to be fun and entertaining, he hopes that 
the message of the holidays isn’t lost.

“My prayer is that everyone goes home a 
little bit less selfish, thinking about others 
and thinking what is the meaning of this 
time of year,” Holland said. “Not only 
do we have Christmas, but we also have 
Hanukkah, the miracle God did for the 
Jewish people, and as Christians and as 

Jewish people, we all believe in God and 
he’s the one we ought to thank. That’s the 
message.”

It was Serra, a current College of 
New Rochelle student and a Chappaqua 
resident, who approached King about 
writing an original song. That spurred the 
idea to infuse music into the production. 
She also wrote a song for last year’s show.

“I just felt like adding a song, an original 
song, would add more to the whole play 
in a nutshell, really, because it would add 
more originality,” Serra said.

King mentioned that her composition is 

integrated nicely into the production.
“Jackie really studied the play, and so 

aside from me, no one really knew this 
play,” King said. “She committed the time 
to studying the play, to understanding the 
play, so the song that she wrote with the 
last character’s through-line leads off into 
the song.”

The production of “Christmas is 
Relative” debuted last weekend and runs 
again at 7 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 12. Seating is 
free but on a first-come, first-served basis.

Grace Baptist Church is located at 12 
Orchard Ridge Rd. in Chappaqua.

Christmas Message Delivered in Chappaqua Church Musical

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO
The cast rehearses a scene from “Christmas is Relative” at Chappaqua’s Grace Baptist Church. The 
production will continue at the church on Dec. 12.
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ADOPTION
My greatest wish is to adopt a baby. A 
loving home awaits with secure, educated 
woman. Expenses paid. Call Anne-Mi-
chele 1-877-246-1447. Text 516-305-0144 
or www.amadopt.info

ADOPTION: Loving Indian-American 
couple to adopt a newborn. Expenses 
paid. Excited to help plan a happy life for 
your child. www.isaacandpiaadopt.com. 
888-505-3696. Text 929-286-2677.

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
bene� ting Make-A-Wish.  We o� er free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
bene� ting Make-A-Wish. We o� er free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

FOR SALE
33 45 RPM Records, 100 + VHS Movies 
and a Polaroid Camera. $100 FOR ALL.  
Please call for more details (914) 218-
8704

HEALTH & BEAUTY
We did not create AGELESS LIVING, 
We Perfected IT! YOULab Global o� ers 
age-defying products for your skincare 
and nutrition concerns. Visit: http://clm-
global.youlabproducts.com or call: 731-
616-5333

HELP WANTED
TUTOR AT  KENT  LIBRARY To help 
middle school and elementary school stu-
dents with their homework. Must be reli-
able and able to keep to a regular schedule.   
6 to 8 hours a week, a� er school and on 
Saturdays. Pro� ciency in Spanish pre-
ferred.   $9.30 to $10.25 per hour.  Please 
send resume  to cdonick@kentlibrary.
org, and mention  “tutor” in subject line.
  
AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here Get 
trained as FAA certi� ed Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for quali� ed students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7093

HUNTING
Our Hunters will Pay Top $$$ To hunt 
your land. Call for a Free Base Camp Leas-
ing info packet & Quote. 1-866-309-1507
www.BaseCampLeasing.com

IN HOME PET SITTING
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Our home 
will be their home! 24/7 one on one love! 
We only take a small group of dogs. For 
quality care.  Warm, cozy, relaxing no 
stress atmosphere.  Large yard to play 
in! We look forward to having them be 
part of our family. Boarding: Daycare: 
Dog walker available to come to your 
home as well. Call Julie 914-906-8414 
www.Pleasantpawsinn.com FB

LEGALS
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
WHOLESOME GROWTH LLC d/b/a 
Kumon of White Plains. Arts of Org 
� led with Scy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
3/27/2015. O�  ce location: WESTCHES-
TER county. SSNY  designated agent 

upon whom process may be served and 
shall mail copy of process against LLC to: 
476 SHELTON RD TRUMBULL, CT, 
06611. Principal business address: 600 
N BROADWAY WHITE PLAINS, NY 
10603. Purpose: any lawful act.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF SO-
RENSEN HC ADVISORS LLC.  Articles 
of Incorporation � led with NY Secy of 
State (SSNY) on 7/7/14. O�  ce location: 
Westchester County. SSNY is designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom process it 
may be served.  SSNY shall mail process 
to: 15 Petersville Road, Mt. Kisco, NY 
10549. Purpose: General.

Notice of Formation of  M&R Account 
Services LLC Art. Of Org. � led with 
SSNY on 10/14/2015. O�  ce Location: 
Westchester County. SSNY designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to:  M&R Account Services LLC, 
29 Scenic Dr Apt O, Croton on Hudson, 
NY 10520 Purpose: any lawful purpose.

Notice of Formation of Frawley Coach-
ing, LLC. Arts of Org. � led with NY Secy 
of State (SSNY) on 9/4/15. O�  ce loca-
tion: Westchester County. SSNY is desig-
nated as agent of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: 7014 13th Avenue, Suite 202, 
Brooklyn, NY 11228. Purpose: any law-
ful activity.

Notice of Formation of Dovetail DB LLC 
Arts of Org. � led with Secy. of State of 
NY(SSNY) on 9/15/2015. Location: West-
chester County. SSNY designated as agent 
for service of process on LLC. SSNY shall 
mail process to: 55 East 76th St., 1D, NY, 
NY 10021. Purpose: any lawful activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF TTL 
Photography, LLC. Articles of Organiza-
tion � led with Secy. Of State ofN.Y.(SSNY) 
on 09/16/2015. O�  ce location: Westches-
ter County. SSNY designated agent whom 
process may be served and shall copy of 

process against LLC to principle business 
address: 1304 Midland Avenue, Ste. B-60, 
Yonkers, N.Y. 10704. Purpose:any lawful 
act.

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

WANTED
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT
914-654-1683 

TOP $$ PAID for: vintage/antique paint-
ings, silver, clocks, jewelry, bric-a-brac, 
etc.  Call Kaye 914.382.1950

CASH for Coins! Buying Gold & Silver. 
Also Stamps & Paper Money, Comics, 
Entire Collections, Estates. Travel to your 
home. Call Marc in NY: 1-800-959-3419

WANTED TO BUY
CASH FOR DIABETIC TEST STRIPS 
Up to $35/Box! Sealed & Unexpired. Pay-
ment Made SAME DAY. Highest Prices 
Paid!! Call Juley Today! 800-413-3479 
www.CashForYourTestStrips.com

WANTED TO BUY
TOP CASH PAID ON THE SPOT! - WE 
BUY Baseball Cards, Autographs, Re-
cords, Silver Coins, Golf Items, Art, Jew-
elry, Comics Etc., Call Joe Today @ 914-
310-5153

Free phone is provided by Access Wireless. Access Wireless is a service provider for the government-funded Lifeline 
Assistance program. Lifeline assistance is provided by i-wireless LLC, d/b/a Access Wireless, an eligible 
telecommunications carrier. Lifeline service is non-transferable. Lifeline bene�ts are limited to one per household. 
A household is de�ned, for the purposes of the Lifeline program, as any individual or group of individuals, who live 
together at the same address and share income and expenses. Violation of the one-per-household rule constitutes 
violation of FCC rules and will result in the customer’s de-enrollment from Lifeline. Only eligible customers may 
enroll in the program. Consumers who willfully  make false statements in order to obtain a Lifeline bene�t can be 
punished by �ne, imprisonment, or can be barred from the program. Customers must present proper documentation 
proving eligibility for the Lifeline program. Your information will be validated against public records and any 
discrepancies could result in delays or denial of service.

FREE Lifeline Service 
Available for Income-Eligible Residents
If you participate in public assistance programs or 
meet monthly income level guidelines, you may qualify 
for a free phone* + 250 Minutes & Unlimited Texts. 

To apply visit www.enroll.accesswireless.com

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Wheels For Wishes is a DBA of Car Donation Foundation.

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR
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It doesn’t matter who you are or 
how old you are, the holiday season 
is a fun time for everybody. That was 
the case with celebrations and tree 
lightings throughout the area last week, 
including last Thursday evening in 
Pleasantville. Crowds gathered at the 
island on Manville Road to see this 
year’s Christmas tree illuminated. They 
were also treated to music, activities for 
the kids and delicious hot chocolate. 
Best of all there was the company and 
camaraderie of friends and neighbors 
from throughout the village.

ED ELLIOTT PHOTOS

The Most Wonderful Time of the Year Returns 
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By Martin Wilbur
Tanya Cooper knows better than anyone 

the challenges that foster kids face not only 
while growing up but when they’re ready 
to age out of the system.

That’s why Cooper and volunteers 
from Foster Kids Unite, the nonprofit 
organization she founded to help foster 
children as they enter adulthood, are 
committed to making sure they have the 
best possible chance in life through the 
initiatives and fundraisers they undertake.

Last Saturday at Bethel Baptist Church in 
Mount Kisco, close to a dozen volunteers 
were packing holiday gift boxes for about 
80 young adults that the organization 
continues to stay in contact with even 
though they are no longer in the system.

Many of the boxes this year are going 
to a girls’ transitional home in Wingdale, 
Dutchess County. They are expected to 
arrive a week or two before Christmas.

“A lot of these kids are also in school 
and trying to live their life without parents, 
which is hard, and some parents are not 
together,” Cooper said. “We figure to give 
gift boxes away just to relieve a little bit of 
pressure while they’re in school because 
there are so many pressures going on right 
now.”

Included in the gift boxes are snacks, 
nonperishable food, toiletries, socks, a gift 
card and other basic needs. It may not be 
fancy merchandise that would make for a 

great visual for a Christmas commercial, 
but the effort is greatly appreciated and the 
items come in handy, said Judy Fazzinga, a 
Foster Kids Unite board member.

“It’s like an old-school holiday,” Fazzinga 
said. “You’re not looking for computers 
or other expensive things. These are the 
simple things that put on smile on people’s 
faces and it’s a feeling you can’t explain. It’s 
just a wonderful feeling.”

Another board member, Iris Carvalho, 
agreed that their efforts mean a lot to those 
who receive the boxes.

“Sometimes it’s the small things that 
matter that people overlook,” she said. “It’s 
never too small.”

Cooper, who was born in Brooklyn and 
was adopted at five years old along with one 
of her brothers by a Bedford Hills family, 
said young adults receiving a Starbucks gift 
card, for example, when money is tight is 
can make a world of difference.

It also shows that someone is thinking 
of the kids, said Cooper, a substance abuse 
counselor and a Fox Lane High School and 
NYU graduate. Some of them have never 
received a Christmas gift before, she said.

This is the third year that Cooper and 
Foster Kids Unite have packed holiday gift 
boxes and each year the effort expands. 
Two years ago they mustered up enough 
funds and volunteers to pack 10 boxes. 
Last year they managed to send off 30.

What makes Foster Kids Unite unique is 

that the organization supports the young 
adult when they need the help the most,

“We’re very small but we like the fact 
that we can track our kids,” Cooper said. 
“We know where they are. Not every kid 
will want to keep up with us and we respect 
that.”

Foster Kids Unite raises money mainly 

through donations, fundraisers, sales 
and auctions. Last month, for example, 
a comedy night was held at MTK Tavern 
with proceeds going to the organization.

For more information on Foster Kids 
Unite, visit www.fosterkidsunite.org.

Local Organization Remembers Foster Kids at Christmastime
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Volunteers from Foster Kids Unite, including its founder Tanya Cooper, kneeling in front, pack holiday gift 
boxes for youngsters last Saturday.
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By Arthur Cusano 
The gymnasium at Fox Lane High School 

was packed to capacity Sunday afternoon, 
but the young crowd on hand wasn’t there 
to see the school’s varsity basketball team.

Children from the Bedford Hills School 
District’s four elementary schools and 
their parents came to see their teachers 
take on the Harlem Wizards, a professional 
basketball team known for high-flying 
trick moves and comedy. 

The Wizards spent time before the game 
running drills with the young students, 
signing autographs and taking pictures 
with anyone who wanted one.

“This is one of just two times all the 
district elementary schools get together,” 
said Annie Bai, who co-chaired the event 
with fellow parent Deena DeMarco. “It’s 
a fundraising and community-building 
event sponsored by all five parent-teacher 
associations.”

The district first sponsored the event 
last year, which raised $6,000 for the 
four schools, a big assist to the district, 
Bai said. There were 700 tickets sold for 
Sunday’s game, 100 more than last year. 
A concession stand and Wizards souvenir 
stand also raised funds for the schools, 
as did a VIP area sponsored by the local 
eatery Chop’t.

“It’s really helped in a time of budget 
crunch to have this fundraiser,” Bai said. 

Elementary school teachers and staff 
members Kevin Grayson, Patrick Aris, 
Robert Alspach, Joe DiMauro, John 
Morgan, Katrina Tate, Chris Ilardi, Jeff 
Wein, Steven Samaha, Danarde Roach, 
Ryan Tranchida, Paolo Curcio and 

Marylou Herr all participated. Athletic 
director Beth Staropoli served as referee. 
Board of Education trustees Collette Dow 
and Ed Reader also helped run the event, 
and Fox Lane senior Victoria Dennis sang 
the national anthem. 

Also participating were Mount Kisco 
Elementary School Principal Sue Ostrofsky 
and Pound Ridge Elementary School 
Principal Randal Lichtenwalner, although 
the two admitted their participation was 
more of a symbolic gesture.

“We’re out of shape and we’re exhausted,” 
Ostrofsky joked. “I’m not even wearing 
basketball shoes, I’m wearing running 

shoes. We’re just going to go out and have 
a good time.”

“Today our job is to let all the staff of the 
elementary schools shine. We as principals 
get to shine every day, Lichtenwalner 
joked. “We might even make a couple of 
blunders today to make the kids feel good, 
because we don’t want kids to think they 
have to be perfect.”

Lichtenwalner, in his first year as 
principal, said the event was also a good 
way to meet other district employees. 
Both principals said they practiced with 
staff members for about 10 minutes, but 
Ostrofsky said students wanted to see their 

teachers and staff more than the Wizards.
“The kids like the fact that the people 

they see every day in school playing against 
professionals,” she said.

Harlem Wizards School Bedford Teachers on Hardwood for Charity

By Arthur Cusano
While most nine-year-olds are happy 

to play sports just for kicks, two area kids 
spent time Sunday raising money for a good 
cause.

Friends Sebastian “Bash” Ore of 
Tarrytown and Hiroshi Hebner of Scarsdale, 
founders of local charities Bash Cancer and 
Little Angels in China, respectively, teamed 
up to raise money for pediatric cancer 
research and needy children in China for 
the holiday season Sunday evening. 

The event raised more than $2,000 to 
benefit the Pediatric Oncology Department 
at the Children’s Hospital at Montefiore and 
various orphanages in the Zhuhai region of 
China.

Solaris Sport & Racquet Club in 
Hawthorne hosted the Kids Serving Hope 
fundraiser Sunday afternoon. The club 
donated the facility to the efforts, said 
Sandro Ore, Sebastian’s father.

“The two boys met on the tennis court, 
they’re avid tennis players, so we thought 
this was a great way to take their passion 
and do something positive, especially 
around the holidays,” Sandro Ore said.

Local vendors donated proceeds and 
there was also a silent auction.

Ore and his family founded Bash Cancer 
in 2014, when he began raising funds to 
help with both of his grandfathers’ cancer 
treatments. His maternal grandfather lost 
his battle with cancer earlier this year.

“I learned that cancer can strike children, 
so that’s how I try to raise money,” Sebastian 

Ore said. “We already made a donation to 
the medical college in Valhalla and now 
we’re raising money for the children’s 
hospital.

Hiroshi Hebner and his sister, Jacqui, 
started Little Angels in China in 2014 
to help needy children in that country 

with food, clothes and toys after meeting 
orphaned kids during one of their frequent 
visits to China, 

“We saw all the poor kids in China and 
I asked my mom how we could help,” said 
Hebner, who has played tennis since he was 
three. “She said we could start a charity. She 
always says even if we don’t help everyone, 
if we help bit by bit, we can make a small 
change.”

Hebner and his family organized a bridge 
fundraiser in November that raised $1,700, 
then they raised another $700 at a birthday 
tennis tournament, said Hebner’s mother, 
Yuiko. 

Solaris Tennis Director Robert Bianco 
said the club was happy to help. 

“At Solaris, we dedicate ourselves to the 
complete development of the children we 
work with,” Bianco said. “Our goal is to 
bring out the absolute best in our young 
talent, on and off the tennis court. That’s 
why, when we were approached to host the 
event, we immediately signed up.”

To learn more about their efforts 
or to make a donation, visit www.
LittleAngelsinChina.com and www.
BashCancer.org. 

Solaris Hosts Tennis Dual Fundraiser By Local Youths 

Heroshi Hebner, left, of  Scarsdale and Sebastian Ore of  Tarrytown hosted their own fundraiser Sunday 
at Solaris in Hawthorne.

Children from each of  the four Bedford School District elementary schools had a fun time watching their 
teachers take on the Harlem Wizards on Sunday afternoon at Fox Lane High School. The event raised 
about $6,000 for school programs.

ARTHUR CUSANO PHOTOS
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By Martin Wilbur
For the past six years the KenKen 

tournament run by Robert Fuhrer at 
the Chappaqua Public Library has 
been a can’t-miss event for local puzzle 
enthusiasts and numbers lovers.

Sunday’s renewal of the tournament, 
which was won for the third consecutive 
year by Martin Eiger of Montville, N.J., 
was also the last year it will be held in the 
library’s theater.

Fuhrer, a Chappaqua resident 
and founder and head of Nextoy, a 
Pleasantville-based company that 
specializes in developing innovative 
games and toys, isn’t leaving the library 
because he wants to but because he 
needs to. The explosion in popularity 
of KenKen, an arithmetic and logic 
puzzle using grids to arrive at the correct 
answer, and the tournament will require 
a larger venue, he said.

“There aren’t many (KenKen) 
tournaments. This is really it,” Fuhrer 
said. “There are student ones and some 
other ones, but it’s not really part of our 
regular offering. It needs to be but it’s 
a whole separate business. So it shows 
there’s a real hunger for it.”

Fuhrer said he had to cut off entries at 
145 players, which was reached in less 
than 48 hours after registration opened 
in early November. About 110 players 
can be seated at tables in the library’s 
theater. He factored in that over the first 
five years, there was about a 20 percent 
no-show rate among registrants.

Discussions with New York Times 
crossword puzzle editor Will Shortz, who 
attended the tournament, are underway 
to see if next year’s event can be held 
at Shortz’s Westchester Table Tennis in 
Pleasantville.

Shortz said it’s a possibility, considering 
the facility comfortably accommodates 
the Pleasantville Crossword Puzzle 
Tournament in its 3,000-square-foot 
main meeting area.

“We have lots of space, lots of tables, 
terrific light,” he said. “We could do it.”

To highlight the popularity of the 
tournament, the two-and-a-half hour 
contest attracted not only local players, 
but contestants from Baltimore, Seattle 
and seven-year-old Lewis Reid from 
Grand Prairie, Tex. 

Reid’s father, Robert, said his son’s 
teacher alerted them of the tournament 
because Lewis has shown proficiency 
at the game and enjoys the puzzles. 
However, they didn’t realize it was in 
New York. Since Lewis also was intrigued 
with seeing the city, they decided to 
make the trip for the weekend.

“For me, we came with no expectations 
except to experience it and see what it’s 
about,” Robert Reid said. “So we did it.”

Lewis got to try his hand at some 
tougher puzzles than he was accustomed 
to.

“Interesting, but harder than I 

thought,” he said.
The tournament also featured an 

appearance by KenKen inventor Tetsuya 
Miyamoto. Miyamoto opened his own 
mathematics academy in Yokohama, 
Japan in 1993, started puzzle classes two 
years later and found that it increased his 
students’ discipline by improving their 
ability to concentrate and think. 

Miyamoto, who invented KenKen 
in 2004, also brought the game to 
impoverished students in Thailand 
and the children’s scholastic aptitude 
increased dramatically. 

Now he runs mathematics classes in 
Tokyo and midtown Manhattan. 

“KenKen has only one solution,” said 
Miyamoto, who worked with Fuhrer to 
import the game to the United States. 
“If there’s more than one solution, it’s a 
failure.”

Eiger, a software writer who finished 
the imposing 9-by-9 championship 
round grid in six minutes, 46 seconds, 
has finished in the top three in all five 
years he’s competed in the Chappaqua 
tournament. He enters several other 
puzzle tournaments each year, but this is 
his only math-based contest.

“I’ve been here five years and every 

year is fun and that’s what counts,” Eiger 
said.

Second-place finisher John Gilling, 
who finished in 8:08, is a KenKen fan 
who had learned about the tournament 
several years ago, but could never make 
the trip from Boston. The teacher-
turned-data scientist, however, moved 
to Brooklyn in August and decided it 
was time to test his skills against 100 
competitors.

“It’s a lot of fun, it keeps my brain 
sharp,” Gilling said of KenKen. “It keeps 
my commute interesting and it was 
really helpful in the classroom as well. 
Kids who don’t really like math, who 
don’t really have a good grasp on simple 
arithmetic can use this sort of tool to 
practice these things, get better and have 
fun and feel accomplished.”

Daniel Walkowitz, a professional 
bridge player from New York City, 
finished third taking 8:56 to complete 
the championship puzzle.

Fuhrer said he has been invited by the 

director of the Pacific Science Center in 
Seattle to hold a tournament there in 
March.

He marveled at young children sitting 
side by side with senior citizens, each 
competing in the same tournament.

“How many activities can a six-year-
old and a 77-year-old do when one side 
is not tortured?” Fuhrer remarked. “This 
is one of them.”

Bigger Venue Sought After Success of Chappaqua KenKen Tourney

Finalists Martin Eiger, Daniel Walkowitz and John 
Gilling tackle the 9-by-9 championship round 
grid at Sunday’s KenKen Tournament at the 
Chappaqua Public Library.

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTOS
About 100 contestants faced off  in the sixth annual KenKen Tournament Sunday at the Chappaqua 
Public Library theater.

Robert Fuhrer, far right, who runs the Chappaqua 
KenKen Tournament, with, from left, Will Shortz, 
KenKen inventor Tetsuya Miyamoto, third-place 
finisher Daniel Walkowitz, winner Martin Eiger and 
runner-up John Gilling.

The Pleasantville third- and 
fourth-grade team recently 
defeated the Valhalla Vikings 
23-0 in the Westchester Youth 
Football League championship 
game to complete a perfect 9-0 
season. 

That 
Championship 

Season
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