
By Martin Wilbur
The process to update New Castle’s 

Comprehensive Plan for the first time in 
more than 25 years has entered the home 
stretch.

A proposed draft of the Comprehensive 
Plan is scheduled to be formally presented 
to the town board next month with a 
vote to adopt early next year following 
completion of an environmental 
assessment, said Supervisor Robert 
Greenstein.

The schedule for the remaining 
elements of the plan, which will include a 
survey of residents for the Comprehensive 
Plan, was outlined during last Wednesday 
night’s community outreach session at 
Robert E. Bell Middle School. 

There will also be a different survey 

regarding the Millwood Revitalization 
Strategy and Chappaqua Revitalization 
Strategy, two separate reports being 
completed that assess the town’s two 
business hamlets.

Tiffany Zezula, deputy director of the 
Pace Land Use Law Center, which was 
retained by the town early last year to help 
New Castle complete its update, said the 
revised Comprehensive Plan is a concise 
seven-chapter document addressing the 
key issues raised by the public during the 
past three years that represents the town’s 
vision for the next couple of decades.

“We want to leave here and know that 
you have a Comprehensive Plan that is 
a living, breathing document,” Zezula 
said. “I do not want to hear that your 
Comprehensive Plan is sitting on a shelf, 

By Neal Rentz
Faced with a shortage of parking spaces 

at the Hawthorne and Valhalla Metro-
North station lots, Mount Pleasant 
officials favor a plan to end nonresident 
annual parking passes and establish a 
fund to maintain the lots.

Town Clerk Patricia June Scova, who 
proposed changes last week, said a lack 
of spaces in the parking lots have become 
commonplace. To free up space, annual 
parking passes should be eliminated for 
those living outside the town, she said. 

“Nonresidents are generally people 
from Yorktown, North Castle, Ossining, 
(and) Silver Lake,” Scova stated in an 
Oct. 6 letter to the town board. “Some 
come because there is no train service 
from their area or because it is cheaper.”  

By ending sales to nonresidents, about 
40 spaces would be freed up, Scova 
stated. The three lots at the Hawthorne 
station and one at the Valhalla station 

By Arthur Cusano
The Village of Pleasantville and the 

Pleasantville Special Education Parent 
Teacher Association (SEPTA) are looking 
for state and county help to expand 
the popular VIP Program for keeping 
developmentally disabled youths safe.

The topic was discussed extensively at 
Safety Summit 2015 held at Pleasantville 
Village Hall Oct. 7 that featured local 
public safety and education experts and 
elected officials. 

Pleasantville School District Director 
of Educational Services Dr. Carolyn 
McGuffog, who gave a presentation about 
students with functional impairments, 
said the district has developed ways to 
address the issue of students who wander 
off.

“Unlike another child that runs away, 
who can generally figure out a solution 
or figure out a way to get themselves safe, 

these individuals don’t necessarily have a 
sense of understanding of safety concerns 
and self-care is lacking,” McGuffog said. 
“So if they are missing for a while they 
won’t be able to take care of themselves.”

Such students lack motor skills to voice 
their problems to another person or may 
not realize they are in trouble. About 49 
percent of children with autism attempt 
to run away from a safe environment, 
McGuffog said. Accidental drowning and 
accidents are more common for those 
children, she added.

The VIP Program was started with the 
help of the village’s police department 
four years ago. Lt. Eric Grutzner said the 
village recognized the need for a program. 

“We recognized that stress makes it 
difficult for parents to answer questions, 
to think straight, to remember details 
and reasonably anticipate locations 
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NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
Mount Pleasant Town Clerk Patricia June Scova 
and Councilman Mark Rubeo discuss potential 
changes in train parking lot passes last week.
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Retired Yankee great Mariano Rivera, surrounded by Mount Kisco officials and members of  the 
village’s Chamber of  Commerce, cuts the ribbon outside his new car dealership on North Bedford 
Road last Saturday morning. Cheered on by a large throng who attended the ceremony, Rivera 
also signed autographs for the fans. Rivera Toyota opened for business during the summer.
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these children might go,” Grutzner said. 
“Obviously, when you’re talking about 
children with developmental disabilities, 
these issues are all magnified.”

Pleasantville and Mount Pleasant 
police maintain a listing of all the 
developmentally disabled children 
voluntarily registered for the program 
by their parents. Photos and other 
information about the child can be used 
by police to help locate them. 

A sticker is provided that could be 
placed on a car or a visible place at home 
to alert emergency responders that a 
developmentally disabled child is inside. 
They also offer letters that can be given 
to neighbors asking them to be on the 
lookout for a child who may wander.

When searching for developmentally 
disabled children, police often look to 
nearby danger areas, such as water bodies 
and high-traffic locations, Grutzner said. 
Police can utilize K-9 officers and aerial 
units with heat cameras if a search is 
needed. They may also notify all law 
enforcement agencies in the county using 
a centralized phone system.  

Amber Alerts are not used since 
they are reserved for abductions and 
children believed to be in physical danger, 
Grutzner said. 

Forum organizer and village Trustee 
Colleen Griffin-Wagner said she 
wanted to see Pleasantville’s program 
implemented across Westchester and 
perhaps eventually across the state using 
a separate database that could be accessed 
by all law enforcement agencies. She also 
said she’d like to create a bracelet program 
to identify children countywide as well as 
a crisis team to handle these situations.

“If a kid goes missing in Westchester, like 
that boy did in Manhattan, it would cost 
us a million dollars to find them,” Wagner 
said. “And I think getting the resources 
for maybe $50,000 for a database would 
be a lot better than a missing or dead kid.” 

Pleasantville Volunteer Ambulance 
Corps Chief Krista Kolodzinski said 
having a list of a child’s special needs, 
such as the medications they take, is 
useful for children who are nonverbal. 
A nonverbal person could incorrectly 
be viewed as having a head injury, for 
instance, if responders don’t know his or 
her background, Kolodzinski explained. 

She also praised the sticker program 
and hoped the program can expand into 
Mount Pleasant.

“If we go into a house it may not be 
for that individual with special needs,” 
Kolodzinski said. “It works for our safety 
as well, so we might know if that person 

is going to be protective of a mother who 
may be unresponsive on the ground or 
something like that.” 

Assemblyman Tom Abinanti 
(D-Pleasantville), the father of an autistic 
teenager, said the program should be 
expanded because special needs children 
can wander. He said he hoped the county’s 
autism task force could help expand the 
program countywide. 

Abinanti said he has had trouble in 
Albany getting bills passed that required 
collaboration between different agencies.

“I would get pushback from the sheriffs 
because they didn’t trust the state police, 
and it became a real issue,” he said.

He hoped to see a county program 

created to have a specially trained team 
to deal with issues that would assist local 
police. He also said he wanted to see 
improved communication between local 
and state police using online databases. 

County Legislator Michael Smith 
(R-Greenburgh) said the VIP Program 
could be a cost-efficient solution not only 
for Pleasantville but the entire county.

“When someone is wandering they 
aren’t going to come to a boundary of 
the village and stop,” Smith said. “They’re 
going to go where they want. When you 
take a program like this, which is simple 
in its form but so practical, and expand 
it out to the million-plus people that live 
in Westchester County, that’s where you 
have real opportunity.” 

State Sen. Terrence Murphy 
(R-Yorktown) said he worked at the 
Cottage School in Pleasantville 27 years 
ago and was responsible for finding kids 
who had wandered off. He praised Arc of 
Westchester for its work and said he had 
hired developmentally disabled youth 
through Arc for his family’s restaurant in 
Yorktown Heights.  

“I believe in smaller government, but 
the government that we do bring should 
be government that takes care of the 
people that can’t take care of themselves,” 
Murphy said. “That’s our obligation.”  

P’ville Eyes Expansion of Special Needs Youth Safety Program
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Last week’s Safety Summit featured a panel of  
local elected officials, including, left to right, 
Assemblyman Tom Abinanti, state Sen. Terrence 
Murphy and County Legislator Michael Smith.
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By Martin Wilbur
A newly formed task force designed 

to solicit public feedback regarding 
important family issues reached out to 
Mount Kisco and northern Westchester 
residents last week in its latest stop around 
the county.

The roughly 40-member Family 
Task Force, comprised of a variety of 
stakeholders and co-chaired by Board of 
Legislators’ Democratic Majority Leader 
Catherine Borgia (D-Ossining) and 
Kathleen Halas, executive director of 
the Child Care Council of Westchester, 
held its fourth public forum Oct. 8 at the 
Mount Kisco Public Library. 

“We want people in Westchester to feel 
engaged on how policy gets set in our 
county,” Borgia said of a key task force 
mission.

Following an introduction, the crowd 
of close to 40 community members was 
randomly split into five groups, each 
led by facilitators from the Westchester 
chapter of Community Voices Heard, and 
asked to list their top three issues facing 
families in the county. After close to an 
hour of brainstorming, each group shared 
its priorities with all of the attendees.

Borgia said the information from 
last week, as well as the three previous 
meetings in Yonkers, White Plains and 
Peekskill, will be used to create a Families 
Bill of Rights, a similar strategy employed 

by county lawmakers last year to tackle 
intergenerational issues.

It will also brought to the full Board of 
Legislators and used starting next year as 
a guideline to shape policy and influence 
budgeting of programs and potential 
legislation, she said.

Similar to the previously held forums, 
concerns related to housing, the cost of 
child care, transportation and economic 
issues, and how to access available services 
were the most common issues raised. For 
example, a few of the subgroups last week 
discussed the dilemmas facing families 
regarding the prohibitive cost of child 
care.

Halas said the turnout for the forums 
has been strong, considering they have 
been held on weeknights during busy 
stretches on the calendar. In the Yonkers 
forum, the task force was pleasantly 
surprised that about 60 people attended.

It’s also been helpful that a wide 
cross-section of the communities have 
participated, including residents of 
different backgrounds, occupations and 
ages, she said.

“People have ideas,” Halas said. “They’re 
not just coming with complaints. They’re 
not coming to say the county should do 
this or that, but they have ideas that I 
think could be put into play.”

Participants interviewed at the end of 
last week’s session were optimistic that 

it could bring substantive change from 
policymakers or at least spur discussion 
about key issues facing many residents. 

“It’s all about having greater 
communication and getting some basic 
services and create some affordable 
housing and affordable child care, which 
is an overarching issue for everyone,” said 
22-year Mount Kisco resident William 
Serratore.

Alan Mehldau of South Salem said the 
forum was a great idea but was concerned 
that a lot of the proposed solutions 
would likely require more spending, 
which would hurt many families by likely 
increasing taxes. 

He also hoped that with only two 
Democratic legislators in attendance, 
Borgia and the area’s representative, 
interim legislator Alan Cole, both sides of 
the aisle can put aside differences and find 
solutions to common problems.

“We all have our own problems and 
whether we can do anything, the big 
thing is where do we get the money from, 
and the same people who are asking 
for all these things are saying I can’t 
pay my taxes,” Mehldau said. “So it’s a 
combination, but I think we can improve 
where we are.”

Although some teenagers participated 
last week, Borgia said the task force is 
hoping to hold a final forum before the 
end of the year exclusively for students.

The Family Task Force typically meets 
the third Friday of each month at 8:30 
a.m. in the county office building, she 
said. The public is invited to attend.

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO
One of  five groups that exchanged ideas during a 
portion of  last week’s Family Task Force session 
in Mount Kisco.
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contain 678 parking spaces. 
Scova is also asking the board to 

raise the cost of the annual resident 
parking permits by $15 to $250 and 
student permits by $25 to $100. The 
extra revenue would go toward a fund 
to maintain the lots. If the increase was 
imposed, an additional $125,000 would 
be raised next year to maintain the lots. 

“The parking lots are in very poor 
condition,” she said.

The current annual rates for 
nonresident passes are $600.

The cost of one-week parking 
passes is $20 for residents and $45 for 
nonresidents. Daily passes for seniors are 
$5. The cost to replace lost passes are $25 
each. No price changes are proposed for 
the one-week, senior or student passes.

Scova said she is seeking the fee 
increases effective Jan. 1.

As of Oct. 6, 988 passes have been 
sold this year, generating $245,510 in 
revenue, she noted in her letter.

Currently, the town highway 
department clears the lots during 
snowstorms. It also performs other 
maintenance work, but Scova said the 
department should not be responsible 
for that. 

“They are only responsible for the 
highway system in town,” Scova said.

“We could use one of the private 
contractors (the) highway (department) 
uses now or go out to bid.”

Scova said Superintendent of Highways 
Peter Sciliano spends about $15,500 on 
each lot per year from his department’s 
budget, which does not get reimbursed. 

Pleasantville created a similar parking 
fund for its lots in 2009, she said.

Though town board members did not 
make a firm commitment to the town 
clerk’s proposals, they expressed support 
for her concepts. Councilman Mark 
Rubeo said he agreed with the idea of 
creating a fund to pay for parking lot 
maintenance costs and would consider 
raising the costs of the annual parking 
passes. Users of the train station lots, not 
the town as a whole, should be paying for 
lot maintenance, he said.

Councilman Denis McCarthy said he 
also felt a parking lot maintenance fund 
was needed.

The board supported Scova’s call to 
end nonresident annual parking passes.

Supervisor Carl Fulgenzi said 
discussion would continue on the town 
clerk’s proposals in November. 

Mt. Pleasant Mulls Eliminating 
Nonresident Train Parking Passes
continued from page 1
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because it’s going to be short, it’s going 
to be sweet and it’s going to be that a 
developer, a citizen, the public or local 
leaders can take it off the shelf at any 
moment, take it off your desk and read 
and use it, because it is going to be that 
vision of New Castle.”

The proposed revised plan, which will 
be posted on the town’s website, contains 
an introductory chapter, followed by 
addressing key areas of discussion in 
each of the next five chapters. Those 
are Livable Built Environment, which 
addresses sustainability; Harmony with 
Nature, which covers natural resources 
and environmental concerns; Resilient 
Economy, a chapter that includes the 
economic positives and negatives;  Healthy 
Community, which includes recreation 
and food sources; and Responsible 
Regionalism, or how New Castle’s plan is 
integrated with neighboring jurisdictions.

The final chapter discusses the 
implementation of the plan.

Director of Planning Sabrina Charney 
Hull said the Comprehensive Plan update 

is crucial for the town because it can help 
make the town eligible for various grants. 
Since the 1989 Comprehensive Plan does 
not address a host of current key issues, 
such as sewers for Millwood, the town 
cannot make itself eligible for the grants 
because there isn’t an approved document 
outlining a need, she said.

“A realignment, if a Comprehensive 
Plan talks of the need of communities 
from an infrastructure standpoint like 
that, directly aligns us with those funding 
sources when we ask for money, the proof 
is in the documentation,” Hull said.

A key goal with the updated plan is 
to have the town aligned with the best 
practices that the Pace Land Use Law 
Center and professional planners use 
today, Zezula said. 

Hull said that the town is eyeing either 
an online and/or paper survey for the 
Comprehensive Plan, which would take 
place over the next month. The two area 
studies, the Millwood and Chappaqua 
revitalization strategies, may be part of a 
phone survey.

Finish Line Nears for New Castle 
Comprehensive Plan Update
continued from page 1
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By Martin Wilbur
Shoppers at the Mount Kisco A&P 

can look forward to the arrival of Stop 
& Shop by next month but uncertainty 
remains for the future of the space now 
occupied by the bankrupt supermarket 
chain in Millwood.

Stop & Shop announced on Oct. 
8 that it has its conversion plans in 
place for the 25 stores it acquired in 
the metropolitan area through the 
bankruptcy proceedings. Its corporate 
headquarters stated that starting this 
week five stores will be converted each 
week until the conversion process has 
been completed by Nov. 13.

The company confirmed that the 
current Mount Kisco A&P is not in the 
first week of conversions, but did not 
say which week that will occur. Each 
store will be closed for about seven days.

“We are very excited to begin the 
store conversion process and we will 
strive to minimize the inconvenience to 
customers,” Don Sussman, president of 
Stop & Shop New York Metro Division 
said in a statement last week. “Stop & 
Shop is committed to improving the 
overall shopping experience in these 
25 stores to meet the quality, selection 
and savings that customers have come 
to expect from us.”  

About 3,000 former A&P employees 

will be retained by Stop & Shop once 
the conversions are complete, which 
will make shoppers feel comfortable by 
seeing familiar faces, Sussman said.

He also said that at each location 
during the grand opening, Stop & Shop 
will make a charitable donation to a 
local nonprofit organization committed 
to children.

Stop & Shop bought the Mount Kisco 
A&P at 195 N. Bedford Rd. for $25 
million. It has reportedly been A&P’s 
most profitable store.

While shoppers know the immediate 
future of that supermarket, the same 
cannot be said for the much smaller 
A&P at Millwood Plaza. During the 
first two days of the auction earlier this 
month it received no successful bids.

Recently, an online petition and 
social media campaign was undertaken 
by a large group of residents from New 
Castle and some surrounding towns 
hoping to attract a Trader Joe’s to that 
location.

New Castle Supervisor Robert 
Greenstein said it does not appear 
Trader Joe’s has interest at this time in 
opening another store in Westchester. 
He was unsure whether it was because 
of the location or if the company had no 
interest in expanding at this time.

However, late last week Greenstein 

said he learned that the Millwood A&P 
lease was bought by Jaru Food Co., a 
subsidiary of Key Food. Since Jaru Food 
bid independently, Greenstein said it 
was his understanding that it won’t 
likely operate as a Key Food.

Greenstein said he was also told that 
Key Food may be trying to purchase the 
Food Emporium name, making that a 
possibility for Millwood Plaza. 

More than 1,000 people signed the 

online petition a few weeks ago. A 
Facebook page, We Want a Trader 
Joe’s in Millwood, was also launched. 
It was believed that because Trader 
Joe’s generally occupies smaller spaces, 
Millwood Plaza might be a good 
location.

The area’s other A&P at the Rose Hill 
Shopping Center in Thornwood was 
acquired by Acme.

Stop & Shop to Take Over Mt. Kisco A&P Within Month

While the future is known for the Mount Kisco A&P, the same cannot be said for the supermarket in Millwood 
(shown above).
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By Martin Wilbur
A public hearing on an updated North 

Castle ethics code will open next week 
after a town appointed task force recently 
completed a nearly yearlong review of the 
existing code.

The town board plans to entertain 
discussion on recommended changes to 
the document during its Oct. 21 meeting. 
The eight-member task force was formed 
last September by the board to determine 
whether certain portions of the code 
needed to be tightened.

Task Force Co-chair David Simonds 
said the code that has been on the books 
is largely fine but the group was charged 
with making improvements. Some of 
that review included studying other 
municipalities.

“We’ve got a code, it’s good but what are 
they doing in other towns?” Simonds said.

Co-chair John Diaconis said the task 
force sought to strike a balance so that 
conflicts of interest among its employees 
and elected and appointed board members 
are addressed, but it also didn’t want to 
make the provisions so onerous that it 
would be difficult to find residents to serve.

Recommendations to the town board 
include a Board of Ethics that would 
consist of five members and two alternates, 
so in the event of an absence or a need for 
recusal there would be a full number of 
voting members. Also, officers of political 

parties and town employees will be 
prohibited from serving.

Terms of Board of Ethics members 
would be five years but staggered so one 
member’s term will expire every year to 
avoid widespread change at one time. If 
that recommendation is retained by the 
town board, it would have to initially 
appoint the new board members with 
terms of different lengths so that can be 
achieved, Diaconis said. 

There are also no term limits currently 
proposed.

A key proposal would be to allow up 
to three members of the same political 
party to serve on the board at one time, 

said Simonds. The limit has been two 
members, which would then require a 
sitting member to be an independent or 
not be registered with any party.

Simonds said the task force concluded 
that party labels in local government are 
often insignificant.

“We thought it was more important to 
find the best people to appoint,” he said.

The task force also has proposed that 
a board member must disclose to his 
or her board before a vote any matter 
that would benefit a political supporter 
who contributed more than $500 to that 
member’s political campaign prior to 
the person being seated on the board. 

That also applies to goods and goods and 
services that total more than $500. 

Another new wrinkle would be to allow 
members of the public to submit an ethics 
complaint to the board through a one-
page form. In hopes of limiting politically 
motivated abuse, the information shall 
remain confidential unless the Board of 
Ethics renders a final decision.

The town board has the latitude to make 
changes to any of the recommendations 
made the task force. 

The full 13-page proposal can be viewed 
on the town’s website. There is a link to the 
task force’s submission under the item on 
the Oct. 7 agenda.

No. Castle to Hold Public Hearing Next Week on Revised Ethics Code
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21 West Stevens Ave.
Hawthorne, NY 10532

Ernest J. Carpentieri ~ Douglas A. Daniels

Tel: 914-769-4404
Fax: 914-769-5306

www.hawthornefuneralhome.com
Serving all faiths ~ Independently owned
Conveniently located on the Taconic State Parkway

Obituaries

Police Blotter

Marie Cialini
Marie Cialini, formerly of Valhalla and 

White Plains, died on Oct. 6. 
She was 84.
Cialini was born on Sept. 1, 1931, to the 

late Philip and Rose Malara in the Bronx. 
She was the former owner of Valhalla 
Hardware and later was a secretary at 
Westchester Community College. She 
was a former member of the Rosary Altar 
Society at Holy Name of Jesus Church in 
Valhalla. 

Cialini was predeceased by her devoted 
husband, John V. Cialini, in 1996, 
and two brothers, Frank and Pasquale 
Malara. She is survived by her loving 

children, Donald (Rosetta) Cialini of 
Hopewell Junction, John (Joy) Cialini of 
Lake Carmel and Rosemarie (Susanne 
King) Cialini of Tuckahoe, her seven 
cherished grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren. 

Visitation was at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home on Oct. 8. A funeral Mass was held 
at Holy Name of Jesus Church on Oct. 
9 followed by entombment at Ferncliff 
Mausoleum in Hartsdale. 

In lieu of flowers, donations to the 
American Lung Association would be 
appreciated.

Betty Ann Leonard
Betty Ann (Vogel) Leonard of 

Thornwood passed away peacefully on 
Oct. 2 after fighting cancer. 

She was 71.
Leonard is survived by her loving 

husband of 48 years, John F. Leonard, her 
children, John and Patricia Leonard, and 
also adored by her four grandchildren. 
She was the beloved sister of Robert and 
Douglas Vogel.

Leonard was a proud member of 
Westwood Swimming and Tennis 
Association, the Pleasantville Garden 
Club, Hearts and Hands Knitting Club 

and Holy Name of Jesus Altar Society. 
She worked for 22 years at Southern 
Westchester BOCES as a teacher’s 
assistant.

Visiting hours were on Oct. 4 at 
Beecher Flooks Funeral Home, Inc. in 
Pleasantville. A funeral Mass was held 
on Oct. 5 at Holy Name of Jesus Church 
in Valhalla followed by burial at All Souls 
Cemetery in Pleasantville.

In lieu of flowers, donations in her 
memory to Rosary Hill Home, 600 Linda 
Ave., Hawthorne, N.Y. 10532 would be 
appreciated.
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Libertad Miller
Libertad M. Miller of Valhalla passed 

away peacefully on Oct. 7. 
She was 65.
Miller was born on March 29, 1950, 

to the late Juan and Julia (nee Santiago-
Rodriguez) Rivera in the Bronx. She was 
predeceased by her devoted husband, 
Alfred Miller, in 2006. Miller is survived 
by her loving daughter, Michelle 
Miranda (Wilfredo), of North Haven, 
Conn.; her caring sisters; cherished 

grandchildren Jazmin Chisolm, Aaron 
Miranda and Trinity Miranda; and many 
nieces, nephews and cousins. 

She held a master’s degree and worked 
as a director of finance for Lincoln 
Hospital in the Bronx. 

Visitation was at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home on Oct. 11. Funeral services were 
held at Hawthorne Funeral Home on 
Oct. 12 followed by interment at Kensico 
Cemetery in Valhalla.

Robert Tantillo
Robert V. Tantillo, Jr. of Belleview, Fla. 

and formerly of Valhalla died suddenly on 
Oct. 8. 

He was 56.
Tantillo was born on May 24, 1959, 

to Robert and Ann (nee Marvullo) 
Tantillo, Sr. in New York City. He was 
owner-operator of Eco Green Lawn and 
Landscape in Belleview. He enjoyed 
hunting, fishing and coaching his sons in 
baseball, football and bowling. 

Besides his mother of The Villages, Fla., 
he is survived by his devoted wife, Cecelia 
(nee Mattson) Tantillo, of Belleview.; his 

two loving sons, Edward Giunta and Paul 
(PJ) Tantillo, both of Bellview; his two 
beloved sisters, Dr. Barbarann (Russell 
Jeck) Tantillo of Peekskill and Catherine 
(Michael) Jumper of Ridgefield, Conn.; 
one niece, Kristin Jumper; and one 
nephew, Harrison Jumper. 

Visitation is at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home today (Tuesday) from 2 to 4 p.m. 
and 7 to 9 p.m. A funeral Mass will be at 
Holy Name of Jesus Church in Valhalla on 
Wednesday, Oct. 14 at 10 a.m. Interment 
will be private. 

North Castle Police Department

Oct. 3: A 911 call was received at 1:42 
p.m. reporting that a male subject passed 
out at Equinox gym on Business Park 
Drive but is regaining consciousness. 
Call was transferred to 60 Control for 
dispatch of Armonk EMS. The male party 
was transported to Northern Westchester 
Hospital.

Oct. 3: A Freedom Road resident 
reported at 1:46 p.m. that some of his son’s 
friends were at his residence the previous 
night and threw eggs inside the house. 
The responding officer reported speaking 
with the homeowner. Matter adjusted.

Oct. 4: Report of a larceny on Custis 

Avenue at 1 p.m. The complainant stated 
that she placed her bicycle in her garage 
three or four days ago and this morning 
it was missing.

Oct. 5: Report of a burglary on Round 
Hill Road at 2:03 p.m. A male caller 
stated that he just interrupted a male 
party breaking into his mother’s house. 
The unknown male party, described as a 
white male, 5-foot-8 or 5-foot-9, wearing 
a dark blue sweatshirt, fled in a blue van 
with New York license plates BYJ8785. 

Pleasantville Police

Oct. 3: Report of a dog possibly being 
abused on Castleton Street at 12:14 p.m. 
The dog was found to be in obedience 
training with its master.

Oct 6: A 27-year-old Pleasantville 
man was arrested at 8:35 p.m. on Marble 
Avenue and charged with unlawful 
possession of marijuana, a violation. He 
was issued a ticket to appear in village 
court at a later date.

Oct. 7: At 6:55 p.m., a Pleasantville 
family arrived at police headquarters to 
report that a $500 Oriental rug is missing 
from their home. A report was filed.

Oct. 8: Officers arrested a 22-year-
old Ossining man at 2:03 p.m. and 
charged him with unlawful possession of 
marijuana, a violation. He was issued a 
ticket to appear in village court at a later 
date.

Visit 
TheExaminerNews.com 

and click on Puzzles  
at the top of the  

homepage to play  
today's crossword!
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On the Crust of Victory

The Friends of the Mount Pleasant 
Library will hold its semiannual book 
sale from Oct. 22 through Oct. 27 at the 
main library in Pleasantville, located at 
350 Bedford Rd. This year marks the 50th 
anniversary of the book sale.

The Friends’ Preview Sale will open the 
sale on Oct. 22 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. for 
members. New members can join at the 
door. It continues for the general public on 

Oct. 23 from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. and on Oct. 
24 from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 
25 is Bag Day running from 1 to 4:30 p.m. 
New this year on Monday, Oct. 26, from 10 
a.m. to 8 p.m. for a $10 admission is an all-
you-can-carry sale. Admission is free for 
Friends members.

Free leftover books will be made 
available on Tuesday, Oct. 27 from 10 a.m. 
to noon. 

Friends of Mt. Pleasant Library Book 
Sale Opens Oct. 22

PLEASANTVILLE FARMERS MARKET PHOTOS
The crowds turned out to sample delicious apple 
pies at last Saturday’s Pleasantville Farmers Market 
annual apple pie contest. The winners were Norma 
DeSousa, who captured the top prize in the two-crust 
category, Ivy Dachman in the one-crust competition 
and Allegra Copland in the junior category. The 
winners received an overflowing assortment of  food, 
goods and products from market vendors.

WWW.CLUBFIT.COM

JOIN 
FOR $50FOR $50FOR $50FOR $50FOR $50

Briarcliff: 914-762-3444   |   Jefferson Valley: 914-245-4040

*

*Offer ends October 31, 2015.  Not to be combined 
with any other offer.  Regular monthly dues apply.

and receive a special gift!

Get closer to graduation...quickly!
We’ve added more than 100 additional classes to our Fall schedule! These 

short-term courses (Oct. 19 - Dec. 16) will help you finish your degree, catch 

up on electives, or get started with your college education. In just two 

months, you’ll earn the most a�ordable college credits in Westchester and 

be closer to a degree. Register now for classes in Accounting, Computers, 

English, Psychology, Sociology, Math, History and more.

NEW FALL CLASSES START
October 19

914-606-6735 ▪ sunywcc.edu

The Town of New Castle will 
hold its fourth annual Fall Festival 
this Saturday, Oct. 17 from 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m. in downtown 
Chappaqua.

The Fall Festival is a celebration 
of community and will showcase 
local merchants, fall activities 
and promoting the charming 
hamlets of Chappaqua and 
Millwood. Residents can also 
enjoy fabulous food and local and 
seasonal tastings from restaurants 
in town, a DJ, carnival games, 
mobile archery, arts and crafts, 
air-brushed tattoos, a Gaga court, 
an inflatable Velcro wall, balloon 
animals and more.

“The Fall Festival holds a 
special place in my heart,” said 
Supervisor Robert Greenstein. 
“It’s an event we started when we 
started the Chappaqua-Millwood 
Chamber of Commerce in 2012.”

The Fall Festival will also 
feature an apple pie contest at 
the farmers market. Residents 
can bring their 100 percent 

homemade pies (the crust must 
be made from scratch as well as 
the filling) to the market table by 
10:30 a.m. on Saturday. Bring the 
registration form with the pie and 
make sure to tape an index card 
with your name, address, e-mail 
and phone number on the bottom 
of the pan. 

Download the 
registration form at http://
chappaquafarmersmarket.org/
wp-content/uploads/2015/09/
CMKPieRegForm_2015.pdf and 
remember that local apples are 
the best. 

There are three different 
categories for contestants: ages 16 
and under, adults and gluten-free 
pies (a category that all ages can 
enter).

The Fall Festival is sponsored 
by Kiwi Country Day Camp and 
New Castle Recreation & Parks.

For more information contact 
Rob Greenstein at RGreenstein@
MyNewCastle.org.

Annual Fall Festival Set for This 
Saturday in New Castle
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By Arthur Cusano
There are a slew of academic changes 

in the Pleasantville School District 
this fall, and the district’s principals 
described them for trustees and central 
administrators at the Sept. 29 board of 
education meeting.

Bedford Road School has an enrollment 
of 589, with 33 new students. There are 
five sections for kindergarten and first 
grade and six each for grades 2-4. 

“We’re actually on a climb up (with) our 
kindergarten being the littlest, but that’s 
100 now,” said Principal Peggy Galotti.

A major change is a new program called 
WAM time (an acronym for writing, 
activity and math). The program is 
designed to provide extra individualized 
writing instruction for third- and fourth-
graders and an additional period of 
physical activity and movement and math 
practice, explained Assistant Principal 
John Morash.

Each class is divided into two groups. 
On Thursdays from 11:30 a.m. to 12:15 
p.m., one group will be given small group 
writing instruction with the classroom 
teacher, while the other will use the time 
for physical activity or math practice. The 
two groups will then switch activities 
during the same period on Friday.

Morash said the school will also be 
changing the lunch/recess time halfway 
through the year to see if students perform 
better in the classroom depending on the 
order. Students in grades 1 and 4 eat lunch 
first, then have recess before returning 
to the classroom, while grades 2-3 have 
recess before lunch and then return to 
class. The school will change the order for 
both groups in the second half.

“We plan to observe how and if 
student classroom focus and demeanor 
are changed depending on whether they 
come back to class from lunch or recess,” 

Morash said. 
Pleasantville Middle School now 

has 542 students, with 18 new students 
enrolled this year, said Principal Vivian 
Ossowski. The seventh grade is the largest 
class with 152 students. 

A significant change this year is a 
new 80-minute “block period” system 
for grades 7-8 in English, social studies 
and science. Ossowski said that allows 
for more time for each subject as well as 
character-building activities.

There have also been changes to the flex 
period. Students are now in a study hall 
setting, but all of the academic teachers 
for each grade are free and available to 
help them, Ossowski said. They can sign 
themselves out of the study hall to visit a 
particular teacher. The system also helps 
keep track of where students are if they 
need to be located, she said. 

The school has eliminated bells that 
mark the end of class, which Ossowski 
said was welcomed by students and 
teachers.

“They’re really enjoying not having 
to watch the clock in 42 minutes,” 
Ossowski said. “I think there is a different 
atmosphere in the school without bells, 
less of a factory feeling and more of a 
natural flow. We’ve told the teachers that 
if they’re a minute late or a minute early, 
that’s okay. Just watch the clock.”

Grades are now posted on the online 

parent portal on the 15th and 30th of 
each month to allow parents to view their 
child’s progress instead of sending home 
a report halfway through every quarter. 
Only high school students are permitted 
to log into the system to view their own 
grades, Ossowski said.

At the high school, enrollment also rose 
slightly to 604 students, said Principal 
Joe Palumbo. The 11th-grade class is the 
largest, with 160 students.

Assistant Principal Gregg Fonde told 
the board that the school now offers a 
humanities research and a computer 
science principles class.

Morning announcements are now a 
student-made daily TV news program 
called “The Daily Panther,” which is 
shown to students using smart boards 
in each classroom. Fonde said the school 
has a Daily Panther YouTube channel that 
can be found via a link on the school’s 
website, as well as a Twitter feed, @
PHSpanthernews. 

“We’re always looking for additional 
people to work in that program, so I 
would encourage any parents who have an 
interest in getting their student involved 
in those activities to let us know and we’ll 
try to steer them that way,” Fonde said.

Announcements are also posted daily 
by Fonde on the school’s website as the 
“Green Gazette.”

S.P.I.R.I.T.S. of the Hudson 
Valley, a team of paranormal 
investigators, will explore the 
mysteries of the other world at 
the Mount Kisco Public Library 
on Monday, Oct. 19 from 4:30 to 
5:30 p.m. Attend this free lecture 
open to tweens, teens and adults 
(no one under the age of 12 
permitted) about the paranormal. 
Members of S.P.I.R.I.T.S. will talk 
about their experiences, share 
some of the evidence they have 
collected and explain the tools and 
methods employed during their 
investigations.
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New Programs, Enrollment Increase Mark New Year in P’ville Schools 
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By Martin Wilbur
A more than 75-year-old credit union 

that has members in school districts 
throughout central and northern 
Westchester has changed its name with 
the hopes of broadening its membership 
base.

The Hudson River Teachers Federal 
Credit Union is now the Hudson 
River Financial Federal Credit Union. 
The name change, which took effect 
Oct. 1, better reflects the changing 
membership of the organization even 
though it still serves 29 school districts 
in Westchester and Rockland counties, 
said CEO Thomas Powers, Jr. Those 
districts include Chappaqua and Byram 
Hills locally.

“Having teachers in our name 
perpetuated the misperception that we 
only serve teachers, which has not been 
so for a very long time,” Power said. “So, 
we’re happy to now have a new name – 
and one that better conveys the broad 
reaching credit union that we are.”

Based in Mohegan Lake, what is now 
the Hudson River Financial Federal 
Credit Union was formed in 1938 after 
federal legislation had been passed to 
allow for various occupations to offer 
its members the ability to use financial 
services during the darkest years of the 

Great Depression. It now has more than 
6,000 members, Powers said.

For participating school districts, 
all of their employees, students and 
board of education members and their 
families are eligible for membership 
in the credit union, he said. Retirees 
of those membership groups are also 
eligible to continue being a part of the 
credit union.

Various municipalities in the 
two counties and other private and 
nonprofit organizations also belong to 
the credit union.

Powers said credit unions can offer 
better rates than traditional banks 
and other financial institutions on a 
wide assortment of financial-related 
products such as loans, mortgages, 
credit cards, checking and savings and 

insurance. They are able to receive the 
better rates because they generally have 
large memberships, he said.

“We’re a full-service financial 
institution,” Powers said.

All deposits of at least $250,000 are 
insured by the National Credit Union 
Administration, a federal agency.

Area Credit Union Changes Name to Attract More Members

Mt. Kisco Officials Clarify Energy Program for Public
By Neal Rentz

Mount Kisco officials plan to educate 
residents on the ramifications of the 
Sustainable Westchester’s Community 
Choice Aggregation energy program, 
which was approved last month by the 
village board.

Village Manager Edward Brancati 
said he was working on a series of 
talking points that he would submit to 
the village board for its review to better 
explain the program to residents.

Trustee Jean Farber said last week 
she had received calls from residents 
who were “somewhat confused” 
about the program, which will allow 
municipalities to pool residential and 
commercial energy consumers to 

reduce bills. 
After Farber spoke with residents and 

explained to them the program’s intent 
and how they can opt out if they choose, 
most were understanding.

“There’s a lot of misinformation,” she 
said.

Brancati said Sustainable Westchester 
would not go forward with an 
agreement with an energy provider if 
savings cannot be realized.

Planning board retirement
Ten-year planning board member 

Sol Gibbons recently submitted his 
resignation to the village because he is 
moving to White Plains. 

“It was with regret that we had to make 

this decision, but age and the inability 
to care for our house in the (manner) it 
deserves prompted the move,” he stated 
in his letter to the village board.

Gibbons praised building department 
staff and thanked his planning board 
colleagues.

Mayor Michael Cindrich said 
Gibbons, who he has known for 
decades, contributed “a great deal of 
service to the village.” 

Trustee Peter Grunthal, who 
previously served with Gibbons on 
the planning board, called him “an 
outstanding gentleman in every way.” 

The trustees did not discuss when 
they would fill the planning board 
vacancy.

 

AMERICAN GIRL EVENTS 
Saturday, November 7th 

 

Meet Valerie Tripp, American Girl Author 
of books about Maryellen, Molly, Emily, Kit, Ruthie, 
Samantha, Nellie, Josefina, Elizabeth, and Felicity. 

 

Visit www.mkccc.org to purchase 
advanced tickets 

Proceeds from American Girl Events to Benefit the Scholarship 
Program at Mount Kisco Child Care Center 

Mount Kisco Child Care Center 
95 Radio Circle, Mt. Kisco, NY 10549  |  914-241-2135  |  info@mkccc.org 

Author Reading & Book Signing at 
Mount Kisco Elementary School 

10:00 am—12:30 pm 
 

Nourish your daughter’s imagination 
and encourage her creativity! 

Attend tea with Valerie Tripp, with a ‘50’s sock hop theme! 
 

A small group of girls will meet with Ms. Tripp to talk about 
writing, how to develop an idea into a finished story, and steps 
in the creative process.  Ms. Tripp will answer questions and 

give your young writer tips, pointers, and advice about 
writing fiction and nonfiction. 

 

RAFFLE DRAWING 
FOR A MARYELLEN 

DOLL AT BOTH 
EVENTS 

Girl-pleasing refreshments & Goody Bags 
 

Signed copy of Ms. Tripp’s latest book, “The Sky’s the Limit” 
 

An American Girl bookmark, craft project & more! 

PURCHASE TICKETS IN ADVANCE 
$125 for one child with accompanying adult 

Additional children in party $75—NO DROP OFFS 

First come, first served 
PURCHASE TICKETS AT THE DOOR 

$5 per person (child or adult) 

Book Reading, Q&A, Activities 
and Book Signing 

 
Books available for purchase 

at the event 

Meet the Author & Afternoon Tea at 
Katonah Village Library 

3:00 pm—5:00 pm 

Advertise in The Examiner   •   914-864-0878   •  advertising@theexaminernews.com
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I write to endorse the candidacy of 
John Diaconis, the Democratic candidate 
for Westchester County legislator. As 
John’s law partner for almost eight years, 
I have served as co-counsel with him in 
the defense of municipalities in housing 
discrimination cases. In those cases, we 
defended home rule, local zoning and local 
regulations as they related to affordable 
and low-income housing cases. In two 
of those matters, our adversary counsel 
was the former senior trial counsel at 
the U.S. Department of Justice that had 
been responsible for prosecuting housing 
discrimination cases on behalf of HUD. 

I have seen John in action, sitting across 
the table with such counsel in the presence 
of federal magistrate judges, negotiating 
successful resolutions while defending 
local zoning. In one of the cases, we were 
retained to defend the Town of Yorktown. 
Then-Councilman Terrence Murphy 
voted with his colleagues on the board to 
retain us and approve the resolution that 
John and I had crafted. These cases were 
all resolved in a fair and cost-effective 
manner, without fanfare or publicity and in 
a way that protected local zoning. And no 
federal monitor was appointed to oversee 
the matters.

John has the experience and 
qualifications needed to help the county 
resolve the housing dispute with HUD. 
And he has the skills and knowledge to do 
so in a way that would protect local zoning 
and prevent expenditure of additional, 
unnecessary fees, expenses and penalties. 
If you want someone with a demonstrated 
record of success in defending local zoning, 
I urge you to vote for John Diaconis for 
county legislator on Nov. 3.  

James W. Glatthaar
Bleakley Platt & Schmidt, LLP

White Plains

I am pleased to have an opportunity to 
write this letter in support of Margaret 
Cunzio for county legislator. At a time 
when our taxes are the highest in the 
country, our community needs someone 
like Margaret who will work collaboratively 
with County Executive Rob Astorino to 
rein in government spending. Astorino has 
endorsed Margaret’s candidacy in this race.

I am troubled by the federal government’s 
attempts to expand the terms of the 
affordable housing settlement, which was 
agreed to by the former Democratic county 

administration.
I have known Margaret since she was a 

toddler and watched her grow up to be a 
responsible, ethical, outstanding citizen. 
She will stand with the taxpayers to protect 
property rights and the sanctity of home 
rule.

It is important to have a Republican 
majority in order to preserve the fiscal 
restraint of the past six years. Margaret has 
the ability to communicate her ideas and 
energize people. She is a creative problem 
solver and an energetic and enthusiastic 

advocate. She will apply the same passion 
as our legislator as she does as an educator 
and animal rescuer. She has experience in 
numerous administrative positions where 
she demonstrates outstanding leadership 
abilities.

I hope you will join me in voting for 
Margaret Cunzio on Election Day, Nov. 3.

Bill McClure
Armonk
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Cunzio’s Experience, Attributes Would Serve District Residents Well

Diaconis’ Experience in Housing Cases Exactly What County Needs

At the North Castle Oct. 7 town board 
meeting, the board voted to change an 
existing law because the building and 
planning departments made the mistake 
of misinterpreting the law. So instead of 
simply deciding to start implementing a 
law correctly, a law that is identical to many 
other towns, they decided to cover up their 
mistake by changing the law and add many 
more layers of subjective language to what 
used to be simple and objective.

Leading the discussion was 
Councilwoman DiGiacinto, a retired 
English teacher with no experience in 
land development, building, engineering 
or even the law with respect to local town 
codes.

Watching local town laws being adopted 
is laughable. While the town board 
considers input from the town’s planner 
and attorney, we often saw them looking at 

each other asking questions, obviously not 
exactly sure what to do. Ironically, after the 
unprofessionally reviewed law change was 
agreed upon, the next agenda item was a 
review of the Ethics Committee Task Force 
that took a team of professionals an entire 
year to complete their assignment. How 
often do we get to see in the same meeting 
something handled so poorly alongside 
something handled so professionally and 
comprehensively?

What we witnessed once again, in a 
government that insists it can do no wrong, 
is the systemic arrogance that permeates 
virtually every North Castle department, 
board and employee. The town’s own 
zoning board ruled in a 5-0 vote that the 
law changed by the town required review 
by the ZBA for a variance, but because 
the building and planning departments 
misinterpreted the law, the planner and 

town board members decided to change 
the law rather than to start enforcing it 
and allowing a ZBA review. This begs 
the question: How many other mistaken 
interpretations have been made in the past 
by the building and planning departments 
with regard to other laws, and why is the 
zoning board obviously being left out of 
the loop with no input from them during 
these discussions? 

The town board obviously does not 
believe in additional transparency of 
land development issues by deferring all 
decisions to the all-powerful planning 
board and its acting chairman playing the 
role of king with the town planner being 
the king maker.

Richard Panetta
North White Plains 

North Castle Misinterpreted Existing Law When Passing New Law

I am writing to you about the article 
titled “No. Castle Opposes Transfer of 
Affordable Units From Lumberyard.” 
(Sept. 29-Oct. 5) In referring to comments 
I made at the Sept. 24, 2015, town board 
meeting opposing developer Mike Fareri’s 
latest request for zoning and property 
tax benefits, it was reported that I was on 
the town board last year when the board 
granted Mike Fareri the density bonus 
he sought on a second parcel at the “old 

lumberyard” on Bedford Road, and that I 
was concerned at the time about granting 
his request because the units would be 
taxed at the lower condominium tax rate, 
which is roughly half the normal (fee 
simple) rate at which residential real estate 
is taxed.

That article apparently has given 
some readers the impression that as a 
councilman I voted for the density bonus 
and condominium tax treatment Mike 

Fareri received last year. Accordingly, I 
am writing to you to clarify that when 
the proposal came before the town board 
for a vote, I articulated my opposition 
on various grounds and voted against it. 
Thank you for the opportunity to clarify 
this.

José Berra
North Castle

Ex-Councilman’s Clarification on His Armonk Lumberyard Vote
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By Martin Wilbur
If a student wants to become a doctor 

what better way to enhance the chances 
of being accepted to medical school then 
consulting a physician?

After all, if someone went through the 
rigorous application and interviewing 
process to obtain a prized spot in an 
American medical school, it would seem 
natural that they could help others.

While that may be true to some extent, 
Jessica Freedman is one doctor who clearly 
understands what applicants face. The 
former Mount Sinai Hospital physician, 
emergency medicine specialist and assistant 
professor at its school of medicine was a 
member of the admissions committee and 
also was closely involved in curriculum 
development.

While still at the hospital, where she 
worked for about 10 years, Freedman 
founded MedEdits Medical Admissions. 
She has seen firsthand potentially strong 
medical school hopefuls ill-prepared to 
effectively complete their applications, 
including what to highlight in their personal 
statement, which medical schools would be 

best for them to apply to and how to prepare 
for the critical interview.

As someone who has enjoyed working 
with students and medical education, 
Freedman believed she could help the next 
generation of future doctors.

“A lot of (applicants) think that if they 
have good grades that’s all they’ll need, but 
that’s not the case.” Freedman said. “You 
need great extracurriculars, you need good 
interview skills. A lot think location doesn’t 
matter, that if I went to a top-notch college 
and I have a 3.7 (GPA), I’m golden.”

It didn’t take long for her business to grow, 
forcing her departure from the hospital. 
It got to the point where she could rarely 
practice and Freedman wasn’t comfortable 
with that. Freedman now has several 
people working for her, and her husband, 
Randy Katzke, a pediatrician, has become 
increasingly involved in the business.

The couple, who has a young daughter 
and recently moved to Westchester, advise 
clients from their home office, work with 
them over the phone or via Skype. 

In addition, Freedman assists clients in 
applying for residencies and fellowships.

While Freedman, who has 
written four books on the 
topic, including a recently 
updated version of “The 
MedEdits Guide to Medical 
School Admissions: Practical 
Advice for Applicants and 
Their Parents,” said there are 
a lot of advisers who help 
prospective medical students 
with the application process, 
but few specialize in it. Close 
to 95 percent of her clients 
are accepted into one of the 141 allopathic 
medical schools in the United States, she 
said.

“There are a lot of people who come into 
the industry because people think that it’s 
easy and they think ‘Oh, I’m an educator, 
so I can do this,’” Freedman said. “We have 
people coming into the industry thinking 
it’s easy money.”

Freedman said her approach is to take 
a broad academic and personal history 
of each client and learn about their goals 
before she starts to make recommendations. 

She stressed that they never write a 
personal statement for their clients but make 
suggestions and edits, including advising 
what information should be included and 
omitted to help distinguish each applicant.

Freedman also factors in a candidate’s 
location. Getting into a medical school in 
Florida for an in-state resident, for example, 
will likely be easier than if a New Yorker tries 
to apply to an in-state school. In advance of 

the crucial interview, she works 
with clients to brush up those 
skills, since many admissions 
boards are looking for future 
doctors who can relate well to 
patients.

It also may not be feasible 
for all students to start 
medical school immediately 
out of college because of the 
extensive yearlong application 
process. Other times, there are 

high school graduates who want 
to know what to do before starting their 
undergraduate work.

“We have high school students who 
are starting their freshman year of college 
and they want to make sure they’re on the 
right path,” said Freedman, a Watchung, 
N.J. native who graduated from Haverford 
College and Temple University School of 
Medicine. “We also have people, who lets 
say didn’t do well in college, their GPA is 
horrible and they realize, ‘Gosh, I really 
messed up. What do I do?’”

While the challenges for doctors continue 
to increase, Freedman sees no shortage of 
people who want to practice medicine. The 
profession may be tougher than ever but 
there’s no shortage of satisfaction.

“It’s still a career where you’re always 
going to have a job, where you’re always 
going to be doing good, where you always 
come home at the end of the day saying, 
‘Okay, I actually did something valuable 
today,’” Freedman said.

know your
Neighbor

Jessica Freedman
Doctor/Medical School Admissions Expert 

Kaitlyn Corbett has always called New York home. Born and raised in Buffalo, she earned her degree in 
nuclear power engineering at SUNY College of Technology and moved to Peekskill to start her career at 
Indian Point. Safety is the single most important mission for Kaitlyn and her 1,000 colleagues at the plant, 
and it’s been the focus of her years of study and training in the nuclear ower industry. Every day, engineers 
are graded on their performance by inspectors from the Nuclear RegulatoryCommission. The NRC recently 
gave Kaitlyn and the team at Indian Point its highest safety rating — for the fifth year in a row.

Discover more about Indian Point at SafeSecureVital.com

“Peekskill is my home, and keeping
  us safe is my job.” Kaitlyn Corbett

Nuclear Engineer

POWERING NEW YORK
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By Martin Wilbur
In 2011, Dan Foster headed to Lincoln 

Center to take in a new Off-Broadway 
play and was enthralled with what he 
saw.

Foster, co-founder of Hudson Stage 
Company and a longtime actor and 
stage director, was at the original 
production of “Other Desert Cities.” 
The play eventually enabled Jon Robin 
Baitz to become a Pulitzer Prize finalist 
for drama.

A little more than four years later, 
Foster will be directing “Other 
Desert Cities” for local audiences for 
Hudson Stage at its home theater, 
Whippoorwill Hall in Armonk, for the 
next three weekends. He also directed 
a 25-performance production that 
ended last month in Nantucket, but 
the majority of the five-member cast 
has changed for the nine upcoming 
performances at Whippoorwill Hall.

“I remember seeing it originally at the 
Newhouse Theater in Lincoln Center 
and being bowled over,” Foster recalled. 
“Jon Robin Baitz is just such a terrific, 
terrific writer. Just great. It was a great 
look at a modern American family.”

The cast is led by Colleen Zenk, 
who may be best known for her role as 

Barbara Ryan on “As the World Turns,” 
which has earned her three Emmy 
Award nominations. For Zenk, who is 
one of two actors to follow Foster from 
Nantucket to Armonk, the production 
and her character (Polly Wyeth) 

captivated her so much that she called it 
“a play that needs to be seen.”

“It is a thrilling play to do,” said Zenk, 
who has also appeared on Broadway. “I 
don’t think I’ve ever done something 
quite as extraordinary, it’s family fury, 
and it is that moment of truth when 
they find out that Brooke has exposed 
the family secret.”

The story takes place at Christmas in 
2004, when Polly, the mother of novelist 
Brooke Wyeth, welcomes her daughter 
back to her and her husband’s Palm 
Springs, Calif. home to celebrate the 
holiday. Brooke’s brother and aunt also 
arrive.

But Brooke reveals that she’s about to 
publish a tell-all memoir, reopening old 
and painful wounds for the family.

The play also features Malachy Cleary, 
who has been seen on “Law and Order” 
and “Boardwalk Empire,” as Polly’s 
husband Lyman Wyeth; Brenda Withers 
(Brooke Wyeth); Davy Raphaely (Trip, 
Brooke’s brother); and Peggy J. Scott 
(Aunt Silda).

After a run at Lincoln Center in early 
2011, “Other Desert Cities” moved 
over to Broadway’s Booth Theater for 
an engagement, which marked Baitz’s 
debut work on the Great White Way.

One of the challenges for Foster and 
Zenk for the upcoming production, 
which opens Friday night, is the change 
in cast members, which makes the 
Hudson Stage version an entirely new 
production, Foster said. While the script 
may be the same, there are differences 
between the actors and the larger stage 
at Whippoorwill Hall.

Foster said he was fortunate to land 
Zenk in a lead role and pursued her 
after he learned that she loved the play 
and the characters.

“She had great interest and I, of 
course, thought very highly of her,” 
he said. “I was very fortunate that she 
wanted to do it.”

In addition to Friday night, additional 
performances are scheduled for Oct. 17, 
23, 24 and 30 at 8 p.m. and Sundays, 
Oct. 18 and 25 at 3 p.m. There will be 
a matinee and evening performance on 
Saturday, Oct. 31. Tickets are $35; $30 
for seniors and students. 

Whippoorwill Hall at the North 
Castle Public Library in Armonk is 
located at 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East. 
For more information and tickets, visit 
www.hudsonstage.com.

Family Secret Revealed in Hudson Stage Production of Acclaimed Play

The cast of  the upcoming Hudson Stage Company 
production of  “Other Desert Cities,” which opens 
this weekend at Whippoorwill Hall in Armonk. 
Pictured, left to right, standing, are Peggy J. 
Scott, Malachy Cleary and Brenda Withers. Left to 
right, seated, are Colleen Zenk and Davy Raphael.

Lic# WC 10415H99
PC 1817-A
YNK#3807

DON’T BE THAT HOME-
OWNER WHO WAITS UNTIL 

THE LAST MINUE TO BUTTON 
UP THEIR HOME BEFORE 

WINTER IS HERE. CALL NOW 
FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE 

BEFORE YOUR
HOME CATCHES A COLD!

          Town of Mt. Pleasant Recreation and Parks
    Co-Sponsored by Thornwood / Hawthorne Chamber of Commerce

       

FALL FOLIAGE FESTIVAL
        Saturday, October 17, 2015

Broadway Field, Hawthorne
11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

      Rain Date: Sunday, October 18, 2015
   Games, Music, Rides, Pumpkin Decorating, Face Painting and so

                                                    Much More!
               
    1st ANNUAL HOMEMADE APPLE PIE CONTEST

                PRIZES WILL BE GIVEN TO THE TOP 3 WINNERS FOR
      BEST TASTING APPLE PIE

             REGISTRATION FEE: $5.00 PER ENTRY
To enter: Fill out registration form on our web site:                        

www.MTPLEASANTNY.COM/REC
 YOU CAN EITHER MAIL IT IN OR DROP IT OFF BY OCTOBER 14

       Contest rules will be available at Recreation Office  
 ACTIVITY # 41000 C

 
  JOIN US FOR OUR 6TH ANNUAL SCARECROW DECORATING!

Please bring all your Scarecrow supplies
(shirts, pants/overalls, hats, pillowcases, etc.)

               Hay, markers and stands will be provided!
       *PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED FOR SCARECROW DECORATING!*

    *Must register by OCTOBER 14
Space is limited!

ACTIVITY # 41000
   11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.  A
   12:30 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.    B

                       $10.00 fee per Scarecrow
                    For further information please call: 914-742-2310
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GRACIOUS LIVING AT ITS BEST
Thornwood | $1,850,000 | This luxurious center hall Colonial offers 4 bedrooms.
4.5 baths and a state-of-the-art kitchen. Enjoy resort living outside complete with heated
pool and spa, waterfall, covered terrace, patio and outdoor cooking. Feel secure with a
whole house generator. Cul-de-sac location convenient to all. Web# 4529529
Armonk Office 914.273.1001

TRULY OUTSTANDING
Chappaqua | $1,350,000 | Beautiful 3,600 sf home, originally the dairy barn of Inglenook
Farm, converted into an elegant and unique home design, yet preserving its original
charm. Soaring 40 ft+ ceilings, original exposed wood beams, original sliding barn doors
and wide plank floors all giving a unique and open layout. Breathtaking grounds with two
waterfalls leading to a fish pond. Web# 4520003 Chappaqua Office 914.238.3988

IMMACULATE CENTER HALL COLONIAL
Millwood | $739,000 | This 4-bedroom, 2.5-bath home boasts great space for everyday
living and entertaining. Amenities and upgrades galore with hardwood floors, gourmet eat-
in kitchen with custom top-of-the-line cabinetry, Caesarstone tops and stainless steel
appliances, updated baths with granite counters, huge family room with beamed cathedral
ceiling, fireplace and built-ins. Web# 4540126 Chappaqua Office 914.238.3988

MID-CENTURY CONTEMPORARY
Pleasantville | $725,000 | Spacious 4-bedroom, 2-bath home situated on 1.1 acres with
plenty of room for pool. Features include living room with fireplace, vaulted ceilings,
screened-in porch, large master bedroom with bath, large lower level with lots of storage.
plus an expansive bonus room with separate entrance, perfect for home office. 
Web# 4516593 Pleasantville Office 914.769.3333
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During the last quarter of the 
year, any prospective homebuyer 
can tell you that it hasn’t been a sure 
thing that you can get the house 
you’ve set your cap on.  

In today’s market, if a house 
is priced right and is in good 
condition, it doesn’t last long on 
the market. Further, we’ve seen 
the return of multiple offers and 
bidding wars as buyers have 
returned to the game and inventory 
has remained tight.

According to a report released 
last Thursday by the Hudson 
Gateway Association of Realtors 
(HGAR), which reports on real estate sales 
in Westchester, Putnam, Rockland and 
Orange counties, home sale volume in this 
region continued to be rigorous. There were 
moderate price changes through the third 
quarter, representing an increase of 15.2 
percent in home sales over last year’s third 
quarter results. 

Specifically in Westchester, the sales 
of single-family homes increased during 
this period from 1,935 units to 2,065, 
or 6.7 percent. Sales of condos jumped 
significantly from 330 units to 403, a 22.1 
percent increase, while co-ops jumped 13.5 
percent, from 481 to 546 units.

In Putnam, sales were more dramatic 
with single-family homes increasing 18 
percent (233 to 275) and condos increasing 

51.9 percent (27 to 41).
The rapid pace of sales all year 

long and into the third quarter 
put some downward pressure on 
the supply of available properties 
posted with the Multiple Listing 
Service (MLS). Westchester 
experienced a 4.3 percent decrease 
in inventory while Putnam 
declined 2.1 percent.

Leah Caro, president of the 
Hudson Gateway Multiple Listing 
Service and Bronxville Real 
Estate, commented on the last 
quarter as “holding steady with 
the modest increase in sales in 

Westchester and with prices not becoming 
too overbearing for purchasers to stay in the 
marketplace.”

Of particular interest to Caro was the 
significant increase in condominium sales. 

“Condos and particularly co-ops took 
the hardest hit during the recession, in the 
double digits,” she said, “and the fact that 
they’ve rebounded now is indicative that 
there are first-time purchasers moving out 
of rentals and jumping into ownership. At 
the same time, those condo sellers can be 
buying into a single-family home. 

“When we see that all segments of the 
marketplace (are) showing an improvement, 
it means health in the real estate market,” 
she continued. “When one segment over-
performs or underperforms another, it 

shows that something is out of balance. 
“As in the last quarter, I talked about the 

‘tale of two inventories.’ Homes that were 
priced well got multiple offers and sold well, 
while homes that were overly ambitious in 
their pricing did not sell and are coming off 
the market. Maybe those owners had the 
luxury of time to have the market catch up 
to the price they’re seeking. Because of that, 
we are seeing inventory levels that are pretty 
stable. I think the number of sales looks 
good.” 

Although the region’s inventory has 
been trending downward as a result of 
strong market activity, it has not shrunk so 
much or so rapidly as to put a crimp in the 
continuing market improvement, according 
to the HGAR report. Further, there doesn’t 
appear to be so much of a decrease as to 
generate significant upward pressures on 
prices. In fact, there were price decreases in 
some market sectors.

In Westchester, for instance, the third 
quarter median sale price of a single-family 
house was $676,500, representing a price 
decrease of $6,000, or nearly 1 percent, from 
last year. In contrast, Putnam’s $335,000 
median price rose $15,000, a 4.7 percent 
increase.

The closed real estate sales reported here 
largely reflect successful marketing and 
showing activity that took place during the 
spring and early summer months of 2015. 
At that time there were favorable conditions 

for a healthy market, including stable 
mortgage interest rates in a tight range 
around an average 4 percent for a 30-year 
conventional loan. Rates were even lower 
from other mortgage products.

Also in that period, acting as a confidence-
building factor for prospective homebuyers, 
unemployment rates were decreasing and 
new jobs were generally increasing. HGAR’s 
overall assessment of the report was that 
“our local regional real estate market has 
had a good run and remains poised for 
more as conditions permit.” 

Caro projects that there may be sustained 
momentum through the fourth quarter and 
advises sellers that anyone coming out to 
view homes between Thanksgiving and New 
Year’s “are not folks who have nothing to do. 
I would advise sellers to keep their homes 
on the market during the fourth quarter,” 
she said, “because they’ll be inconvenienced 
less in that there are fewer buyers out there, 
but those folks who come out tend to be real 
buyers rather than lookers.”

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated with 
William Raveis Real Estate and Founder 
of Primavera Public Relations, Inc., the 
longest running public relations agency in 
Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.com). His 
real estate site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.
com, and his blog is www.TheHomeGuru.
com. To engage the services of The Home 
Guru to market your home for sale, call 914-
522-2076.

Report: Real Estate Market Robust in W’chester, Putnam

Maintaining your septic system is important
to your family's health and the environment!

Cook Septic Cleaning • 914 739-3300
visit us on line at www.fredcook.com

Serving Westchester, Putnam and Dutchess Counties
“We’re #1 in the #2 Business Since 1975

FREE 
1 YEAR SUPPLY

of septic  
treatment  

additives with 
each pumping

with this coupon  
expires 10-31-15. 

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

Somers Custom Framing 
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Gordon Parks Foundation Featuring Renowned Life Magazine Photog
By Arthur Cusano 

The Gordon Parks Foundation 
in Pleasantville is featuring a new 
exhibition, “A Harlem Family 1967,” 
by the late Westchester resident and 
acclaimed Life magazine photographer.

Parks, who died in 2006, was best 
known for his photographic essays for 
Life magazine. He was also a musician 
and writer and directed the 1971 film 
classic “Shaft” and several other major 
motion pictures for television and the 
big screen. Parks lived in Greenburgh 
from the 1940s through most of the 
1970s. 

The exhibition, last displayed in 2012 
in Harlem, will be the foundation’s 
second show in its exhibition space at 
48 Wheeler Ave., which opened earlier 
this year. The exhibit’s photographs 
were taken by Parks in 1967 while on 
assignment for Life and depict the daily 
life of the Fontenelles, a 10-member 
family living in a Harlem tenement.

“This story came as a response to the 
race riots that were erupting throughout 
the country in 1967; there were over 100 
of them,” explained foundation archive 
assistant Brigid Slattery. “This particular 
story came at the end of (them) and Life 
wanted a response from the magazine to 
readers explaining why these riots were 
happening. Gordon Parks, the first and 
only staff photographer for Life that was 

black, answered, ‘Racism and poverty.’ ”  
“Gordon immersed himself in 

their lives for a period of time,” said 
foundation archivist Amanda Smith. 
“He would go to their home and 
document how they were living at home 
and follow them in their daily lives as 
they walked around Harlem or went 
shopping.”

The pictures, along with an essay 
authored by Parks, were featured in a 
special section of the March 8, 1968, 
issue of Life that focused on race and 
poverty entitled “The Cycle of Despair: 
The Negro and the City.” One well-
known photo shows the mother, Bessie, 
appearing before a city poverty board. 

“Gordon had a way with his subjects 
where he would make them feel really 

comfortable with his presence and 
he developed a relationship with the 
family after the story was published and 
throughout his life,” Smith said. “When 
the story was published, there was such 
support from Life’s readers that they 
provided money for the family to move 
into a new house.”

The exhibition, which also consists of 
a screening of Parks’ documentary film 
“Diary of a Harlem Family,” will be on 

view throughout the fall. 
The foundation was created and run 

by the Kunhardt family of Chappaqua. It 
has partnered with the Google Cultural 
Institute to present an online exhibition 
of “A Harlem Family 1967.” The book, 
“Gordon Parks: A Harlem Family 1967,” 
was published in 2012 and is available 
online through the foundation’s website 
at www.gordonparksfoundation.org as 
well as at the exhibition space. 

GORDON PARKS PHOTOGRAPHY
Ellen Crying, Harlem, New York, 1967

The Fontenelles at the Pover ty Board, Harlem, New York, 1967
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By Arthur Cusano
The Open Arms men’s shelter reopened 

last Thursday after a $6.4 million 
renovation that will allow it to help more 
people in need. 

The facility, located at 86 E. Post Rd. 
in White Plains, has provided shelter for 
homeless single men since 1989. It is run 
by Lifting Up Westchester, a nonprofit 
organization founded by Grace Church 
of White Plains. The shelter, like its 
sister facility, Samaritan House Women’s 
Shelter, is operated by contract with the 
Westchester County Department of Social 
Services.

Open Arms will now be able to serve 38 
men in temporary housing, in addition to 
the emergency overnight shelter located 
on the lower level. 

The shelter has helped thousands of men 
get back on their feet, including Ricardo 
Sandoval, a former alcoholic and drug 
abuser who arrived in 1992. 

“I got involved in a program of recovery 
because there were pieces of myself I 
couldn’t stand anymore,” Sandoval told 
a crowded room of people on hand for 
Thursday’s ribbon cutting. “They say that 
when the pain gets too great, you’ll change 
and that’s what happened to me.” 

Sandoval said he eventually got his life 
together with the shelter’s help, and got a 
job through the carpenters union, Local 
53.

“I have a pension today,” Sandoval 

said. “It’s unbelievable that a person with 
my background could stand here with a 
pension.” 

Lifting Up Westchester Executive 
Director Paul Anderson-Winchell said 
Open Arms has single rooms to help them 
learn self-reliance, he said.

“They’ll have the opportunity to move 
from congregate care dorms to single 
rooms so they can practice living on their 
own and gain some of those experiences,” 
he said. “It’s also why (we) plan to start a 
wide array of life skills training programs 
now that we finally have the space to do it.”

Anderson-Winchell said the City of 
White Plains and Mayor Thomas Roach 
have been vital partners through the 
renovation process while keeping services 
open to those who needed them. He also 
credited the city’s police outreach team 

for getting people who need help off the 
streets.  

Operations Manager Ada Raiford has 
been with Grace Church and Lifting Up 
Westchester for 38 years, when services 
were provided out of a little bookstore on 
Main Street by four volunteers. She said 
the new facilities were a giant leap from 
those humble beginnings.

“In the back of that store there was a 
big room, and 19 guys slept downstairs 
on cots,” Raiford said. “We had a small 
kitchen to make food and a microwave. 
Now we feel like Moses, like we made it to 
the Promised Land. He couldn’t make it, 
but we did.”

Lifting Up Westchester purchased the 
building from the insurance company 
that leased them the space last year using 
a $5.7 million state grant from the Office 
of Disabilities and Temporary Assistance. 
The Leviticus Fund provided a $133,000 
loan and the Federal Home Loan Bank of 
New York’s Affordable Housing Program 
provided a $507,000 grant. Shelter 
residents were housed at other locations 
in the city while the year-long renvoation 
took place. 

The facility has been expanded from 
12,000 to 16,000 square feet and now 
has a separate dining room, an industrial 
kitchen and an elevator to make it fully 
handicapped accessible. The second 
floor has 10 single-occupancy rooms and 
an eight-bed dorm space. On the new 
third floor, which had been used by the 
insurance company prior to the purchase, 
there are two- and four-bed rooms.  Other 
improvements include a new common 
area and new bathroom/shower facilities.

Grace Church Senior Warden Walter 
Simon is a Lifting Up Westchester board 
member and like Raiford has been with the 
organization from the start. He said what 
started out as an activity for the church’s 
congregation is now a $10.2 million 
nonprofit that runs two homeless shelters, 
support programs for seniors, children and 
the developmentally disabled, a summer 
camp and permanent housing programs. 

“As we grew, we realized the church 
couldn’t afford to fund the whole program, 
but by creating a 501(c)(3) corporation 
we could get private funds, corporate 
donations and government funds,” Simon 

explained. “We changed the name because 
it’s not a church organization anymore, it’s 
not a community center and we service all 
of Westchester.”

Roach said facilities such as Open Arms 
are necessary in Westchester where the 
cost of living is among the highest in the 
nation.

“We live in a county where you don’t 
have to stumble too hard to find yourself 
without a place to live if you don’t have 
a family safety net,” Roach said. “We’re 
talking about places where a studio 
apartment costs $2,500 a month, and 
that’s not something that can happen for 
someone living paycheck to paycheck, and 
suddenly the job isn’t there or something 
happens to their health.”  

County Executive Robert Astorino, who 
also attended last week’s event, announced 
last Thursday as the first Westchester 
County Homeless Awareness Day. He said 
the county has been aggressively attacking 
homelessness. The homeless student 
population was down 38 percent and in 
the past two years 329 previously homeless 
veterans had been placed in permanent 
housing.

“We now have a functional zero homeless 
population of veterans in Westchester,” 
Astorino said.  

He said that as nice as the renovated 
facility is, the county doesn’t want people 
there any longer than they needed to be. 

“This is temporary shelter,” Astorino 
said. “We want them here for a very 
short period of time and to get them into 
permanent housing and back on their feet 
and into a healthy, productive life. But as 
long as they are here, they’re going to be 
treated great.”

Men’s Shelter Reopens With Expanded Facilities in White Plains

ARTHUR CUSANO PHOTO
County Executive Rob Astorino and White Plains 
Mayor Tom Roach listen to former Open Arms 
shelter resident Ricardo Sandoval discuss his 
experiences.

Lifting Up Westchester Operations Manager Ada 
Raiford in one of  Open Arms’ new four-bed 
dorms.   
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By Colette Connolly
After closing his family’s Mount Vernon-

based auto repair shop and gas station after 
40 years in business, John Repetti didn’t 
anticipate starting a new venture. 

But not being one to stay idle for long, 
Repetti and his wife, Susan, found a car 
wash for sale in Hawthorne that piqued 
their interest. Now eight months into its 
operation, J-n-S Car Wash is thriving.

Repetti’s wash technicians, who all 
worked for the former owner, have helped 
give the business its stellar reputation. 
Repetti said many J-n-S customers know 
the dedicated crew by name and travel 
for miles to have their cars washed at the 
Broadway establishment.

When Repetti, a Yonkers resident, 
took over the business, it was in disrepair. 
Renovations were made to the interior of 
the building, including the installation of a 
new bathroom for customers and a newly 
designed walkway to keep them warm 
during the winter. Repetti also replaced 
much of the car wash equipment. 

To ensure customers’ cars receive a high-
quality wash during every visit, Repetti 
installed new wheel and rim cleaners and 

side brushes made of foam to prevent 
scratching and circling, swirl marks created 
from the brushes rubbing up against the 
care while it is being washed. 

Even though the car wash tunnel is short 
– about 52 feet compared to 90 to 120 feet 
for an average facility – Repetti explained 
that cars moving along the conveyor still get 
cleaned more effectively than if they went 
through a longer building.

Much of the improved service, 
Repetti said, is due to the state-of-the-art 
equipment and the new chemicals being 
used, including a solution that Repetti said 
has a lot more “washing power.” 

J-n-S offers a number of car wash options 
– the single, double, triple and home run 
services and an a la carte add-on menu, 
which includes Carnauba wax, triple wax, 
speed glaze sealer, tire shine and Fresh Scent 
wafers. 

The monthly wash membership has 
proved to be particularly popular. Customers 
can pay $20 a month for an express exterior 
car wash; $30 a month for a full-service car 
wash, which includes vacuuming, window 
cleaning and a doorframe and dashboard 
wipe along with the exterior wash; or 

$40 a month for the exterior wash that is 
accompanied by vacuuming, mat cleaning, 
window cleaning, a doorframe and 
dashboard wipe, speed glaze sealer, triple 
wax and a tire shine.

“If the customer is not 100 percent 
satisfied, neither am I,” said the affable 
Repetti, the father of two grown children. 
His daughter Danielle works with him in 
the business.

A special bar-coded sticker, which is 
placed on the windshield of each car, is used 
to track the number of times a car is washed. 
Repetti said the monthly discount can only 
be used on one car per family, but is good 
for up to 30 washes a month. He plans to 
offer car detailing, an ultra-cleaning service, 

next year. 
“This is a nice business to own,” said 

Repetti, who is on the premises most of the 
time, eager to be of assistance to customers 
and to become acquainted with his clientele.

“I see people coming back time and time 
again and many of them with higher-end 
cars,” he added. That speaks to the quality 
of the service that J-n-S Car Wash is now 
offering, Repetti said.

J-n-S Car Wash is located at 148 Broadway 
in Hawthorne, next door to the Mobil gas 
station. It is open 365 days a year. Hours are 
Monday through Saturday from 8 a.m. to 
6 p.m. and Sundays from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
unless it is raining heavily or snowing. 

Bu
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J-n-S Car Wash
Hawthorne

The popular J-n-S Car Wash in Hawthorne, which draws customers from throughout the region.

Select Books
Distinctive Cards

Journals

...and more!

Bookmarks

Special Orders

Gift Certificates

Free Gift Wrapping

Unique Gifts

Book Group Discounts

School Orders

Cookbooks

Agate Book Ends

Children’s Books

Reference Books

Out-of-Print Searches

The Village
�

Bookstore

Ten Washington Ave.

Pleasantville, NY

Across from the Burns Film Center

914.769.8322

staff@pleasantvillebooks.com

Don't give up on your 

SOCIAL SECURITY/
DISABILITY CLAIM! 

Helping you get the
benefits you are entitled to

is our specialty. 
Contact 

ALEGRIA & BAROVICK LLP, 
in White Plains, today. 

Call 914-761-1133
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Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Sunday. Only with this Coupon.

La Barberia
FAMILY HAIRCUTTING CENTER

65 Wheeler Avenue, Pleasantville, NY
(914) 741-1120

High Quality 
at Low Prices

Color by Alfaparf
Perms by Matrix

EST. 1970 EST. 1970

Like us on

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Sunday. Only with this Coupon.

$5.00 OFF
COLOR/PERMS

HIGHLIGHTS

$5.00 OFF
COLOR/PERMS

HIGHLIGHTS

Celebrating our 25th Anniversary
No Appointment Necessary

Hours: Mon-Wed 9:30-6 • Thurs & Fri 9:30-7 
Sat 9-5

Open Sunday 10-3
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PLUS 0.25% 
On each 1-year anniversary of account opening

BONUS**

$25,000 minimum to earn stated rate
0.75% 

APY*

  Savings AccountBONUS

Marianne Volpi
Assistant Vice President, Branch Manager

Rose Hill Shopping Center, Thornwood
914-769-8400

Visit us today!
Established 1863 · Member FDIC

www.applebank.com

*For the Apple Bank BONUS Savings account, interest earned on daily balances of $2,500 or more at these tiers: $2,500-$24,999: .10% Annual Percentage Yield (APY), $25,000 and up: .75% APY.  There is no interest paid on 
balances of $0-$2,499.  APYs disclosed effective as of January 6, 2015.  APYs may be changed at any time at the Bank’s discretion.  There is a minimum of $2,500 required to open the Apple Bank BONUS Savings account.  
$2,500 minimum daily balance is required to avoid $10 monthly maintenance fee.  Fees may reduce earnings.  Funds used to open this account cannot be from an existing Apple Bank account.  Maximum deposit amount is 
$1,000,000 per household.  **Special bonus feature:  A .25% simple interest rate bonus will be paid on each anniversary date of account opening on the lowest balance for that year (anniversary date to anniversary date).  No 
bonus is paid if the account balance is less than $2,500 on the anniversary date.  Additional deposits during a given anniversary period do not affect the bonus interest payment.  Deposits made to the account on any anniver-
sary date will be used to calculate the lowest account balance for the next anniversary period. The bonus interest is calculated on the lowest balance on deposit from one anniversary date to the next anniversary date.  Simple 
interest rate bonus is subject to change at any time after first anniversary date of account opening.  Hypothetical example of how bonus works:  Assume an account is opened on January 12, 2015 for $50,000.  A $10,000 
withdrawal is made on July 12, 2015.  No other withdrawals are made prior to the January 12, 2016 anniversary date.  The low balance is now $40,000, so $100 in bonus interest will be paid on January 12, 2016.

 Apple Bank                    Savings Account:
 Great Rate and a Bonus on Each 1-Year Anniversary!

BONUS 

apple bk - EXAMINER - BONUS ACCOUNT (1-2015).indd   1 1/8/2015   1:37:14 PM

Tails are wagging 
across Westchester 
County this week as 
Grand Prix New 
York in Mount 
Kisco will host 
a fundraising 
event to 
support a local 
animal rescue 
charity.

Racing for 
Rescues, an event 
in which participants 
can have fun racing 
go-karts while raising 
money for Armonk-
based Adopt-A-Dog, 
will be held this 
Thursday, Oct. 15 from 
6 to 8 p.m. 

“I’m a huge dog 
lover, so when I heard Adopt-A-Dog 
was looking for a new and unique way 
to hold a fundraiser I thought Grand 
Prix would be the perfect place,” said 
Nat Mundy, vice president of sales and 
marketing for Grand Prix New York. 
“Adopt-A-Dog’s dedication to animal 
rescue in the Westchester community 
is extraordinary and we are proud to 

host Racing for Rescues.”
At Adopt-A-Dog’s 
Armonk facility, staff 

and volunteers care 
for more than 35 
dogs at a time and 
more than 150 
animals a year, 
including dogs 
of all ages, breeds 

and sizes. 
Adopt-A-Dog 

Executive Director 
Kristen Rice said the 

nonprofit organization has 
set a fundraising goal 
of $3,000 for the 
event.

“Adopt-
A-Dog 
is so 

thankful to 
Grand Prix for 
providing us with 
the opportunity 
to showcase our 
animals and collect the 
necessary funds to help 
care for them,” Rice said. 
“The biggest expense to our rescue 

is veterinary care, which 
is why this event is so 
important to us. Each 
and every dog has 
different needs, 
and different 
costs associated 
with those needs.
The money 
raised at ‘Racing 
for Rescues’ will 
offset those costs 
including providing 
vaccines, preventative 
care and direct care from 

shelter staff.”
Pets will not be 
permitted at the 

event, but Adopt-
A-Dog will have 
information, 
including pictures 
and profiles of the 
dogs currently 
available for 
adoption, on 

hand for potential 
adopters.
Two tracks will be 

provided, one for adults 
and one for children ages eight 

years old and up to race; 
twin seats will also 

be available for 
adults to drive 

younger children 
who want to 
participate but 
are not old 
enough to race 
by themselves. 

Individual 
tickets are $50. 

Light finger foods 
and non-alcoholic 

beverages will be served. 
All participants must be 

pre-registered. To register, 
please visit http://adopt-a-dog.org. 
For questions on the event or about 
Adopt-A-Dog, call 914-273-1674. 

Adopt-A-Dog is a recognized 
501(c)(3) charitable organization 
whose mission has been to save, 
socialize and secure loving homes 
for unwanted or abandoned dogs and 
cats and has been serving the tri-state 
area and beyond for more than three 
decades. The shelter, located at 23 
Cox Ave. in Armonk, is open seven 
days a week. 

A few of  the dogs that 
Armonk’s Adopt-A-Dog is 
hoping to match with owners. 
This Thursday night it will run 
a fundraiser at Grand Prix New 
York in Mount Kisco.

Artemis

Kaylee

Grand Prix to Host Fundraiser for Armonk Animal Rescue
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Remember the Addams Family? The 
oddly elegant Morticia, peculiar children 
Pugsley and Wednesday, bizarre butler 
Lurch and freaky Uncle Fester, all living 
in a macabre mansion? Perhaps it was the 
eccentric and ghoulish Gomez, master of 
the household, swooning husband and 
billionaire, who was most memorable.

Gomez was extraordinarily wealthy 
through a significant inheritance and 
extensive investments. He darkly joked 
that it was possible to “make a killing in 
the stock market” and played 
the markets with gusto. 
He even kept a tickertape 
machine in the living room. 

An extravagant spender, 
Gomez invested lavishly in odd schemes 
that inadvertently paid off big. He 
purchased swamp land under which 
oil was discovered; a mummified hand 
he picked up at a flea market was later 
identified as the priceless remains of an 
Egyptian pharaoh. He owned businesses 
around the world including a crocodile 
farm, a buzzard farm, a salt mine, a 

tombstone factory, a uranium mine and 
many others. 

In Forbes’ 2007 “Fictional 15” list of the 
richest fictional characters, he was ranked 
#12 with a net worth of $2 billion. 

Unless you are Gomez Addams, with 
unlimited funds at your fingertips, you 
may not want to invest in such far-fetched 
schemes as buzzard farming. But Gomez 
can teach us a valuable lesson: a certain 
amount of your funds exposed to growth 
– if tempered with good judgment and 

solid information – can be 
hugely rewarding over time. 

It’s not too late to get into 
the stock market. If you have 
been sitting on the sidelines 

until now, being ultraconservative, you 
missed out on stock market declines that 
offered buying opportunities.

Where are Americans looking to place 
their investments right now? A recent 
Morgan Stanley poll of high net worth 
investors in the New York area showed 
that of personal investment allocations at 
the beginning of 2016, stocks or equities 

(42 percent) are expected to 
comprise the biggest part of 
HNW investors’ portfolios. 
Along these lines, dividend-
bearing stocks (49 percent) 
and actively managed mutual 
funds (48 percent) top 
the list of promising 2016 
investments. One in five or 
more HNW investors view 
international stocks and 
mutual funds (22 percent), 
gold and bond funds (each 
20 percent) and annuities (19 
percent) as “bad” investments for 2016.

Here’s what the HNW investors had 
to say about where to invest: the U.S. (63 
percent), followed distantly by Japan (35 
percent), China (34 percent) and India 
(33 percent) are viewed as the strongest 
investment areas for 2016. Ukraine, 
Russia and the Middle East, on the other 
hand, are rated by majorities as “bad” 
investments.

Regardless of any investor’s opinion or 
analyst’s prediction, the future is always 

uncertain. Nevertheless, being 
too conservative can be costly, 
as even modest inflation will 
take a bite out of your buying 
power. I believe that now may 
be the time for even the most 
cautious investors to dip their 
toes back into the financial 
waters. There may be higher-
yielding investments that offer 
interesting options for the 
rest of 2015. Other industries 
worthy of consideration 
include tech companies and 

those related to an improved housing 
market.

“Creepy and kooky” approaches to 
investing should be left to fictional 
characters like Gomez Addams. In 
the real world, tread carefully, but this 
Halloween season don’t miss a great 
opportunity either.

Peter Chieco is a financial adviser with 
Morgan Stanley Wealth Management in 
Greenwich, Conn. He can be reached at 
203-625-4897.

Despite Market’s Travails, Investing Need Not Be Spooky

A spine-tingling
evening of thrills 
with two classic 
radio plays

The Hitchhiker and Sorry, Wrong Number
By Lucille Fletcher  Directed by Mike Donahue

Boscobel Mansion, Oct 28th-Nov 1st, Nov 4th-8th 7pm
For tickets and info visit hvshakespeare.org

urgent care
MKMG

Providing the Highest Quality Medical Care For You and Your Family  
Throughout Westchester, Putnam, Dutchess and Ulster County

360 North Bedford Road 
Mount Kisco, NY 10549

Now serving Mount Kisco 
and surrounding communities

No Appointment Necessary 
Walk-In Services 

Open 7 Days a Week • 8:00am-7:45pm
Services include treatment of:

• Ear, Nose & Throat Problems   

• Sprains & Fractures   

• Infections   

• Eye Symptoms 

• Cold/Flu Symptoms   

• & More

Walk-in services are available for adult and pediatric patients.  
Both existing MKMG patients and new patients are welcome.

For more information call  844-484-6564 
or visit mkmg.com

The information contained in this a rticle is not a solicitation to purchase or sell investments. Any information presented is general in nature and not intended to provide individually tailored investment advice. 
The strategies and/or investments referenced may not be suitable for all investors as the appropriateness of a particular investment or strategy will depend on an investor’s individual circumstances and 

objectives.  Investing involves risks and there is always the potential of  losing money when you invest. The views expressed herein are those of the author and may not necessarily reflect the views of Morgan 
Stanley Wealth Management, or its affiliates Morgan Stanley Smith Barney, LLC, Member SIPC.  The investments listed may not be suitable for all investors. Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC recommends that 

investors independently evaluate particular investments, and encourages investors to seek the advice of a financial advisor. The appropriateness of a particular investment will depend upon an investor’s individual 
circumstances and objectives. International investing may not be suitable for every investor and is subject to additional risks, including currency fluctuations, political factors, withholding, lack of liquidity, the 

absence of adequate financial information, and exchange control restrictions impacting foreign issuers.  These risks may be magnified in emerging markets.

By Peter Chieco

The Prudent 
Portfolio
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EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 101315

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR

ADOPTION
A lifetime of love, laughter, and all the 
best life has to offer. Happy family and 
secure home. Expenses paid. Lorraine 
and Danny 866-997-7171 www.wish4a-
baby.info

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

EMPLOYMENT SERVICES
EMPLOYERS!!! Are you looking for em-
ployees from a larger market??? Reach 
more than 6 million potential candidates 
across New York with a 25 word ad for 
just $495. Even less for smaller coverage 
areas. Call 518-464-6483 to speak with a 
Recruitment Specialist now.

HELP WANTED
ATTEND AVIATION COLLEGE Get 
FAA approved Aviation Maintenance 
training. Financial aid for qualified stu-
dents. Job placement assistance. Call AIM 
for free information 866-296-7093

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Are You Tired Of Your Snow Blower 
Catching On Uneven Concrete? Call 
Woodford Bros. for Concrete LIFTING 
and LEVELING! 800-653-2276 wood-
fordbros.com

HUNTING
#1 in Hunting Leases. The Best Land = 
The Most Success. www.BaseCampLeas-
ing.com/hunt 866-309-1507. Lease your 
private hunting spot now.

IN HOME PET SITTING
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Catering to 
the most discerning dog owners in West-

chester. Our home will be their home. 24/7 
one on one love. Boarding, daycare, walks 
& transportation services available. Book 
a reservation at info@pleasantpawsinn.
com or 914-773-2020 or 914-906-8414. 9 
Hobby St., Pleasantville.

LAND FOR SALE
NY STATELAND SALE BRAND NEW 
TUG HILL PROPERTIES 6 Acres w/ 
Partially Finished Cabin: $39,900 5 Acres 
Borders Prince Brook State Forest: $19,995 
25 Acres Borders Swiss Creek State Forest:
$34,995 Flexible Financing Available. Call  
1-800-229-7843 wwwlandandcamps.com

Mohawk Valley Hobby Farm 22 acres 
-$149,900 4 BR, 2 BA farmhouse, horse 
barn, nice views, Beautiful setting just off 
the NY State Thruway, 40 Min West of Al-
bany! Call 888-905-8847 for more info

LEGALS
NOTICE OF FORMATION THE DI-
VINE ACRES, LLC Notice of Formation 
of THE DIVINE ACRES, LLC, a domestic 
Limited Liability Company (“LLC”).  Ar-
ticles of Organization filed with the Secre-
tary of State of NY on July 20, 2015.  NY 
office location: WESTCHESTER County.  
Secretary of State is designated as agent 
upon whom process against the LLC may 
be served.  Secretary of State shall mail 
a copy of any process against the LLC 
served upon him/her to The Divine Acres, 
LLC, 1 John Brown, Katonah, NY 10536.  
Purpose: To engage in any lawful act or 
activity.  ERIKA SELLAR RYAN, ESQ., 
Kelly & Sellar Ryan PLLC, 4 Fisher 
Street, Greenwich, NY 12834

NOTICE OF KAJ DESIGNS LLC 
filed with Sect’y of NYS (SSNY) on 
6/29/2015 Office of UNITED State Cor-
poration Agents,Inc. 7014 13th Ave.,STE. 
202,Brooklyn NY 11228, designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process against 
may be served SSNY shall mail process 
to US Corp. Agents,Inc. 7014 13th Ave., 
STE.202, Brooklyn NY 11228

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF CHEF 
TBD CONSULTING, LLC ARTS. of 
Org.  filed with SSNY on 06/16/15. Office 
location: Westchester County. U.S. Corp. 
Agents, Inc. designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to U.S. Corp. Agents, 
Inc., 7014 13th Ave, Suite 202, Brook-
lyn, NY  11228. Purpose: any lawful act 
or activity

LEGAL NOTICE NOTICE OF FORMA-
TION OF THE READY NETWORK 
LLC filed with Secretary of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 8/11/2015. Office Location: 
Westchester County. SSNY is the desig-
nated agent upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall mail process 
to: 15 Winslow Rd, White Plains, NY 
10606. Purpose: any lawful act. 

Notice of Formation of DStrength LLC, 
Arts of Org. filed with Sect’y of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 8/26/2015. Office in West-
chester County. SSNY has been designat-
ed as agent of the LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: 234 Bedford Rd. Unit #4, 
Pleasantville, NY 10570. Purpose: any 
lawful activity.

Notice of Formation of Adler & Adler, 
LLP. Arts of Org filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 5/18/2015. Office lo-
cation: WESTCHESTER County. SSNY 
designated agent upon whom process may 
be served and shall mail copy of process 
against LLP to principal business address: 
800 Westchster Avenue, Suite N-641, Rye 
Brook, NY 10573. Purpose: any lawful act. 
0000032823 w.o.

NOTICE OF FORMATION of Joseph 
G. Del Toro, LLC.  Arts of Org filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 8/24/2015.  
Office location: WESTCHESTER County.  
SSNY designated agent upon whom pro-
cess may be served and shall mail copy of 
process against LLC to principal business 
address: 78 Paulding Drive Ste. A, Chap-
paqua, NY  10514.  Purpose: any lawful 
act. 0000034875                                                 w.o

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF First 
Printing Productions, LLC. Articles of 
Organization filed with the Secretary of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 9/16/2015. Office 
location: WESTCHESTER County. SSNY 
has been designated as agent upon whom 
process against it may be served. The Post 
Office address to which the SSNY shall 
mail a copy of any process against the 
LLC served upon him/her is: 250 Bronx-
ville Road #3H Bronxville NY 10708 The 
principal business address of the LLC is:  
250 Bronxville Road #3H Bronxville NY 
10708 Purpose: any lawful act or activity

NOTICE OF QUALIFICATION of Cor-
porate Jet Support, LLC d/b/a Wolfgang 
Jet Support. Application for Authority 

filed with the Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on 10/01/15. Location: 
Westchester County. SSNY designated as 
agent for service of process on LLC.  SSNY 
shall mail a copy of process to LLC: c/o 
KBG 11 Times Square FL10, NY, NY 
10036 Attn: Harry Beatty. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose.

SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF 
NEW YORKCOUNTY OF PUTNAM-
RABBI ISRAEL MEYER HACOHEN 
RABBINICAL :SEMINARY OF AMER-
ICA, Plaintiff, - against - LARKSBURG 
CEMETERY CORPORATION, Defen-
dant.Index No. 1425/2015 SUMMONS 
WITH NOTICE Plaintiff designates Put-
nam County as the place of Trial The basis 
of venue is: Location of the real property 
subject to judgment in this action  To 
the above named Defendant: YOU ARE 
HEREBY SUMMONED to answer the 
complaint in this action and to serve a 
copy of your answer, or, if the complaint is 
not served with this summons, to serve a 
notice of appearance, on the Plaintiff ’s At-
torney within 20 days after the service of 
this summons, exclusive of the day of ser-
vice (or within 30 days after the service is 
complete if this summons is not personal-
ly delivered to you within the State of New 
York); and in case of your failure to appear 
or answer, judgment will be taken against 
you by default for the relief demanded in 
the complaint.Dated: July 22, 2014 White 
Plains, New York NOTICE: The nature of 
this action and relief sought is:  (i) Quiet 
title, pursuant to Article 15 of the New 
York State Real Property Actions & Pro-
ceedings Law (“RPAPL”), to: (a) a ±46.8 
acre parcel of  land, located in the Town 
of Putnam Valley, County of Putnam, 
State of New York, also identified on the 
Town of Putnam Valley’s Tax Map as Par-
cel 85.13-1-29, and commonly known as 
the Nathan Property (“Lot  29”); and (b) 
a ±20 acre parcel of land, located in the 
Town of Putnam Valley, County of Put-
nam, State of New York, also identified on 
the Town of Putnam Valley’s Tax Map as 
Parcel 85.13-1-33, and commonly known 
as the Larksburg Cemetery (“Lot 33,” col-
lectively with Lot 29, the “Subject Prop-
erty”); and (ii) Damages, as a result of De-
fendant’s tortious slander of Plaintiff ’s title 
to the Subject Property, including, but not 
limited to: (a) special and actual dam-
ages, including reasonable attorney’s fees 
expended in order to clear title, as well as 
additional future expenses and damages 
not ascertainable at this time, and will be 
proven at trial, which Plaintiff will con-
tinue to incur until such time as the cloud 
on Plaintiff ’s title to the Subject Property 
has been removed; and (b) punitive dam-
ages in such amount as will sufficiently 
punish Defendant for Defendant’s willful 
and malicious conduct and as will serve as 
an example to prevent a repetition of such 
conduct in the future. If you do not serve 
a notice of appearance or demand for a 

continued on next page
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Last week’s 
column focused 
on the threat of 
climate change 
on wine harvests. 
Regardless of 
which side of the 
argument one 
espouses – the 
reality versus 
the perception 

of global warming – it is clear that 
recent harvests have been impacted by 
warming weather patterns in most of 
the grape-growing regions.

Over the past decade, growing seasons 
have generally lengthened, providing 
longer hang-times for grapes once 
they reach maturity. The end result is 
bountiful harvests and 
riper fruit. 

My empirical mind 
has attempted to deal 
with the effects of 
recent weather patterns. 
My aesthetic mind 
has dealt with the 
comparative quality of 
recent wine vintages. 
My conclusions? Let’s peek into the 
2015 harvest across the major wine 
regions of the world to assess the impact 
of weather on this vintage. There is talk 
that 2015 will be a classic wine year.

In the United States, the focus 
at harvest-time is invariably 
California. Accounting for over 90 
percent of domestic production, it is 
understandable that, as the California 
season goes, so goes the entire domestic 
wine industry. 

In spite of a warm season, the yields 
in California’s vineyards have decreased 
from previous years. That other factor 
in climate change, available water for 
irrigation of crops, has loomed large. 
However, this appears to be a boon for 
this year’s vintage. Yields are estimated 
to be a whopping 30 percent lower than 
in each of the last three years. As water 
became scarcer during the growing 
season, grapevines struggled to produce 
fruit. Counterintuitively, the resulting 

smaller crop is more 
concentrated in flavor 
and taste. Why? The 
energy of each grapevine 
has been focused on the 
small crop this year, 
which is expected to 
result in a stellar vintage. 

As for the other 
10 percent of wine 

produced in the United States, harvests 
in two of the larger wine producing 
regions, Washington and Oregon, look 
promising. 

In Washington, yields and quality 

of its signature grape, Cabernet 
Sauvignon, are at historic peaks. A 
warm late summer allowed grapes to be 
harvested a full month earlier in some 
cases, escaping the annual threat of 
overnight frosts at harvest time that can 
wreak havoc on grape yields.

In Oregon, 58 percent of vineyard 
plantings are Pinot Noir, a notoriously 
fickle and weather-sensitive grape. The 
hottest year on record in 2015 resulted in 
earlier-ripening grapes, with high yields 
and historically high concentrations of 
fruit and tannin. If you’re a Pinot Noir 
fan, get ready to enjoy world-class wine 
from this vintage.

Closer to home, a warm, sunny 
summer with very few rainy days has 
made for pleasant vacationing on Long 
Island and in the Hudson Valley – and 
the potential for one of the best harvests 
in recent history.

In Europe, the 2015 vintage has the 
potential to be one of the best vintages 
of the past 50 years, perhaps matching 
the much heralded 1990 and 1982 
vintages.  

After a disastrous 2014, Italian 

winemakers are reveling in high 
yields and excellent quality due to 
a warm summer and ideal levels of 
rainfall. Prosecco sales are at all-time 
highs in the United States, severely 
straining available supplies and causing 
winemakers to tap the mandatory 
“Harvest Reserves” from prior years.  

France is experiencing mixed results. 
Mother Nature has wielded a double-
edge sword. The weather has been 
generally favorable, but the Burgundy 
and Champagne regions have been 
punished with summer hailstorms at 
the peak growing periods, destroying 
significant portions of maturing crops.

Bountiful yields and high quality are 
the hallmarks for many wine regions 
in 2015. Is this the result of several 
favorable years of excellent weather or 
the portent of wines exceedingly high 
in fruit, but unimpressive complexity 
and structure? Stay tuned as we build a 
trend line over a 20-year continuum.

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 20 years 
he has conducted wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results 
in instinctive behavior. You can reach 
him at nantonaccio@theexaminernews.
com or on Twitter @sharingwine.

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

The 2015 Wine Harvest: Early Reports From Around the World
‘the reality versus the 
perception of global 

warming’

EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 101315
complaint within the applicable time 
limitation stated above, a judgment pur-
suant to RPAPL Section 1521 and/or N.Y. 
C.P.L.R.Section 3215 may be entered 
against you, by default: (i) declaring Plain-
tiff ’s claim to the Subject Property, and/or 
declaring you to be forever barred from 
asserting any claim to the Subject Prop-
erty, and/or directing that any instrument 
purporting to create any such estate or in-

terest in the Subject Property be delivered 
up or cancelled of record or be reformed 
of record as the facts 2 may require, and/
or awarding possession of the Subject 
Property; and (ii) granting an award of 
damages in connection with the tortious 
slander of Plaintiff ’s title to the Subject 
Property. Dated: July 22, 2014 White 
Plains, New York ZARIN & STEIN-
METZ By: David S. Steinmetz Jody T. 

Cross Attorneys for Plaintiff 81 Main 
Street, Suite 415 White Plains, New York  
10601 (914) 682-7800

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

REAL ESTATE
HAVE A VACATION HOME OR 
UNIQUE PROPERTY FOR SALE OR 
RENT? Promote it to more than 6 million 
readers statewide with a 25 word ad for 
just $495. Even less for smaller coverage 
areas. Call 518- 464-6483 to speak with a 
Real Estate Specialist now.

TUTORING
NEED A TUTOR? Ph.D. Provides Out-
standing Tutoring in Math, English, His-
tory, SAT, ACT, GRE, GMAT, Regents. All 
levels. Critical thinking, study skills, strat-
egies taught. Call Dr. Liss. 914-243-1713

VACATION RENTALS
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open 
daily. Holiday Resort Services. 1-800-
638-2102. Online reservations: www.holi-

dayoc.com

WANTED
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry, 
books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT 
914-654-1683 

CASH for Coins! Buying Gold & Silver. 
Also Stamps, Paper Money, Comics, En-
tire Collections, Estates. Travel to your 
home. Call Marc in NY: 1-800-959-3419

WANTED TO BUY
CASH FOR DIABETIC TEST STRIPS 
Up to $35/Box! Sealed & Unexpired. Pay-
ment Made SAME DAY. Highest Prices 
Paid!! Call Jenni Today! 800-413-3479 
www.CashForYourTestStrips.com

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878

or e-mail  
classifieds@the 

examinernews.com
Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm  

for the next 
week’s publication

continued from previous page
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Tuesday, Oct. 13
Controlling the Pain of Arthritic 

Knees Without Surgery. Orthopedic 
surgeon J. Robert Seebacher will discuss a 
nonsurgical therapy that often helps people 
maintain active lifestyles while postponing 
– or eliminating – the need for surgery. 
Learn how injections and exercise can 
enable reconditioning and reduction of 
inflammation and pain. Phelps Memorial 
Hospital Center auditorium, 701 N. 
Broadway, Sleepy Hollow. Refreshments at 
6 p.m. Program at 6:30 p.m. Registration 
required. Info and registration: 914-366-
3100.

Italian Language and Culture. Mara 
De Matteo, born and raised in Italy and 
passionate about her native language, 
she combines lively conversation with 
grammatical instruction in her classes. She 
creates interactive lessons on the richness 
of Italian culture, past and present, through 
real-life anecdotes, literature, personal 
memoirs, films and even photography. 
North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 6:30 p.m. 
Free. Every Tuesday. Info: 914-273-3887.

Golden Apple Chorus Open House. For 
women who want to sing in a barbershop 
chorus and in the group’s holiday show. 
Hawthorne Reformed Church, 85 
Broadway, Hawthorne. 7 to 8:30 p.m. Free. 
Info: Contact Susan at 914-318-4054 or 
e-mail susanannsass@hotmail.com or visit 
www.goldenapplechoruscom.

Wednesday, Oct. 14
Master Networker Meeting. Join this 

high-energy interactive membership 
network of learning-based, service-oriented 
entrepreneurs and business leaders. Come 
be a guest any Wednesday to learn more 
about this world-class business training 
and referral program. Mount Kisco Coach 
Diner, 252 E. Main St., Mount. 7:30 to 
8:30 a.m. Free. Every Wednesday. RSVP 
suggested. Info and RSVP: Contact Julie 
Genovesi at 303-929-7203 or e-mail julie@
eurobella.net or just drop in. 

Zumba Fitness. Achieve long-term 
benefits while having a blast in one exciting 
hour of calorie-burning, body-energizing, 
awe-inspiring movements meant to engage 
and captivate for life. For all fitness levels. 
Dance Emotions, 75 S. Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua. Every Monday and Wednesday 
at 9 a.m. and Saturdays at 10 a.m. Drop in 
or weekly discount rates available. Info: 
Contact Peggy at 914 960-4097.

Baby Time. A fun interactive lap-sit 
story time that includes songs, rhymes and 
a few very short stories. The experience 
gives babies an opportunity to socialize and 
parents a time to share. Recommended for 
newborns through 12 months old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 10 to 10:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Monday and Wednesday. Info: 914-769-
0548 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Pound Fitness Program. A 45-minute 
full-body cardio and stress relief jam session, 
fusing Pilates, cardio, plyometrics, isometric 
movements and poses. Using lightly 
weighted drumsticks called Ripstix™ and 
combining constant simulated drumming 
resulting in working the entire body. Dance 
Emotions, 75 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 
10:15 a.m. $20. Every Wednesday. Info: 
Contact Peggy at 914 960-4097.

Toddler Storytime. Finger plays, action 
rhymes, songs and stories to encourage an 
enjoyment of books and to stimulate early 
listening, learning and speaking skills. 
Recommended for children one to two-
and-a-half years old. Mount Pleasant Public 
Library, 350 Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 
10:30 to 11 a.m. Free. Every Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday. Info: 914-769-0548 
or www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Senior Benefits Information Center. 
Counselors offer older adults one-on-
one counseling covering a broad range 
of topics including Medicare health and 
prescription plans, food stamps, HEAP, 
EPIC, weatherization, minor home repair 
and tax relief programs. Mount Kisco Public 
Library, 100 Main St., Mount Kisco. 10:30 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Free. Every Wednesday. 
Info: 914-231-3260.

Preschool Storytime. This interactive 
story time uses picture books, songs, finger 
plays, action rhymes and other activities 
to encourage the enjoyment of books and 
language. Recommended for children 
two-and-a-half to five years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 11 to 11:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Info: 914-
769-0548 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.
org.

Support Group for Alzheimer’s 
Caregivers. Temple Shaaray Tefila and 
Westchester Jewish Community Services 
have scheduled this forum to provide a 
place for caregivers to discuss their feelings, 
share their experiences and support one 
another. A specialist from the Alzheimer’s 
Association will lead the group and provide 
educational materials and information. All 
welcome. Temple Shaaray Tefila’s Youth 
Lounge, 89 Baldwin Rd., Bedford. 11 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. Free. Meets the second and fourth 
Wednesday of each month. Registration 
required. Info and registration: Contact the 
Alzheimer’s Association at 800-272-3900 or 
visit www.alz.org/hudsonvalley.

Chair Yoga With Alka Kaminer. 
Experience greater flexibility, cardiovascular 
endurance and improved balance, 
strengthening and toning of muscles, better 
digestion, stress reduction, mental clarity, 
improved breathing, relaxation and an 
overall sense of well-being. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 1 p.m. Free. Every Wednesday. 
Info: 914-273-3887.

The Explorers Club. A new literacy/
activity program this fall. Join Miss Debbie 

to explore a new theme each week (science, 
art and more) through literacy and hands-on 
activities. Come read, discover and create. 
For children five to seven years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 3:30 to 4:15 p.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. Registration required. Info and 
registration: www.mountpleasantlibrary.
org.

Knitting at the Library. Knitters and 
crocheters of all skill levels. For ages 10 
and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. 
Main St., Mount Kisco. 4 p.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. Info: 914-864-8041 or www.
mountkiscolibrary.org.

Lego Club. We provide the Legos, you 
bring your imagination. A fun-building 
club for students in grades 2-6. Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 E. Main St., Mount 
Kisco. 4 to 6 p.m. Free. Meets the second 
Wednesday of each month. Registration 
required. Info and registration: 914-864-
8041.

Bereavement Support Group for 
Parent/Sibling Loss. Led by Jody 
Monkovic. Phelps Memorial Hospital 
Center, Suite 225, 755 N. Broadway, Sleepy 
Hollow. 6:30 to 8 p.m. Suggested donation: 
$10 per meeting. Wednesdays through Dec. 
2. Pre-registration required. Info and pre-
registration: Contact Bess Steiger at 914-
366-3957 or e-mail bsteiger@pmhc.us.

Art Series With Professor Valerie 
Franco: “Bronzino.” Born in 1503, 
Agnolo di Cosimo, known as Il Bronzino, 
was one of the most popular Mannerist 
painters from Florence for his spectacular 
portraits and religious images. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

Demystifying Medicare and Healthcare 
Coverage for Seniors. Presented by 
Westchester Seniors Out Speaking, this 
program is for anyone trying to navigate 
the complicated healthcare system for 
older adults. For those who already have 
Medicare, people soon turning 65 or are 
assisting relatives and friends with their 
medical decisions and paperwork. Outlines 
the various parts of Medicare and lays out 
the costs associated with the medical and 
drug insurance provided by the government 
and private companies. Mount Kisco Public 
Library, 100 E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 
7 to 9:30 p.m. Free. Walk-ins accepted; 
pre-registration suggested. Info and pre-
registration: 914-231-3236.

“Bats in the Boroughs: The Secret Lives 
of New York City’s Bats.” Conservation 
biologist Kaitlyn Parkins will describe how 
this taxonomic group is studied and what 
threats exist to our urban bats. She will 
also present the results of her four years 
of research on the bats that reside in New 
York City, including findings on how bats 
use green roofs for foraging in the city. 
Katonah Village Library’s Garden Room, 
26 Bedford Rd., Katonah. Refreshments at 7 
p.m. (Please bring reusable mug.) Program 

at 7:30 p.m. Free. Info: 914-232-1999 or visit 
www.bedfordaudubon.org.

Bedford Chamber Concert Series. 
The 2015-16 concert season kicks off 
with Spanish violinist Francisco Fullana 
performing Tchaikovsky’s Violin Concerto 
in D, using a 1697 “Rainville” Stradivarius 
loaned to him by the Stradivari Society of 
Chicago. The second part of the program 
will feature Beethoven’s Symphony #3 
(“Eroica”), played by the Bedford Chamber 
Ensemble. St. Matthews Church Fellowship 
Hall, 382 Cantitoe St., Bedford. 8 p.m. 
$35 and $40 (includes refreshments at 
intermission). Six-concert series: $185. Info 
and tickets: 914-522-5150 or visit www.
bedfordchamberconcerts.org.

Thursday, Oct. 15
Let Your Yoga Dance Classes. The 

popular Kripalu noon dance class is now 
in Chappaqua! Combines easy dance, 
gentle yoga and great music. Come join this 
noncompetitive, heart pumping and joyful 
experience. Drop-ins welcome. Dance 
Emotions, 75 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua.10 
a.m. $20 per 75-minute class. Every Tuesday 
and Thursday. Info: 914-238-8974 or email 
claudiayogadance@gmail.com.

Knitting Circle. This group is open to 
everyone who has an interest in knitting. 
Live, love, laugh, learn and have fun together 
during these creative journeys. Come share 
patterns and ideas and celebrate creative 
spirits together while enjoying the ancient 
art of knitting. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 10 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Free. Every Monday and 
Thursday. Info: 914-273-3887.

Toddler Storytime. Finger plays, action 
rhymes, songs and stories to encourage 
an enjoyment of books and to stimulate 
early listening, learning and speaking 
skills. Recommended for children one to 
two-and-a-half years old. Mount Pleasant 
Public Library, 125 Lozza Drive, Valhalla. 
10:30 to 11 a.m. Free. Every Tuesday and 
Thursday. Info: 914-741-0276 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Preschool Storytime. This interactive 
story time uses picture books, songs, finger 
plays, action rhymes and other activities 

continued on page 26

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Martin Wilbur at mwilbur@theexaminernews.com.com.

Violinist Francisco Fullana is the featured 
performer for the Oct. 14 Bedford Chamber 
Concert Series at St. Matthews Church in Bedford.
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By Jerry Eimbinder 
World famous Chef Paul Prudhomme, 

who died on Oct. 8 at 75, was considered 
by many in the food world to be its first 
celebrity chef. He popularized New 
Orleans food, received numerous awards, 
hosted television shows, wrote bestselling 
cookbooks and invented blackened 
redfish.

James Beard Foundation President 
Susan Ungaro issued a statement upon 
hearing about Prudhomme’s death. 

“As our Foundation is about to 
celebrate the many great chefs and 
cuisine of New Orleans this weekend, we 
will miss and mourn the passing of the 
great Paul Prudhomme,” she said. “He 
was one of our country’s first, best-loved 
celebrity chefs and had a huge influence 
on America’s love for his home city and its 
exceptional food scene. New Orleans’ loss 
is also America’s.”

Prudhomme became a key player in 
elevating restaurant chefs to superstar 
status after he and his wife, K. Hinrichs 
Prudhomme, opened K-Paul’s Louisiana 
Kitchen in the French Quarter in 1979. 
One of his employees in those early days 
was a 20-year-old kitchen trainee named 
Emeril Lagasse.

As colorful as he was creative, 
Prudhomme could capture your 
undivided attention with his wit, 
personality and smile just as easily as he 
could please your pallet with his southern 
Louisiana cooking.

I had lunch with him at a Chicago food 
industry convention in early 1995. At that 
meeting, he described how he had been 
pranked by comedian and actor Dom 
DeLuise, who bore a striking resemblance 
to Prudhomme. Both were bearded, 
weighed over 300 pounds and frequently 
wore white caps.

Prudhomme had related that one 
evening DeLuise had stopped at his 
restaurant and was mistaken for 
Prudhomme by several customers. 
Graciously, he thanked them for their 
patronage and said, “Your meals are on 
the house tonight.” Then he left.

Prudhomme said he was at a total loss 
to understand why customers at four or 
five tables insisted their bills had been 
“comped” until DeLuise visited and 
confessed the following day. From that 
day, his staff had instructions to be on the 
lookout for DeLuise.

A couple of years before our meeting in 
Chicago, Prudhomme’s 48-year-old wife 
lost a seven-year battle with a rare form of 
cancer. She died on New Year’s Eve 1992 
and more than 1,000 people attended the 
funeral.

Prudhomme set up a kitchen in a 
tent on the funeral home’s parking lot 
and his staff cooked foods that she had 
planned for her funeral — blackened ribs, 

blackened prime rib, jambalaya, chicken 
and dumplings and macaroni and cheese 
with tomatoes. 

He was born on July 13, 1940, in 
Opelousas, La., the youngest of his 
family’s 13 children (10 boys and three 
girls). His family farmed on borrowed 
land, paying the landlord one-third of the 
profits it received from raising and selling 
sweet potatoes and cotton. 

“My father spent 42 years farming, 
following a pair of mules,” Prudhomme 
said.

He began to help his 
mother prepare meals 
when he was nine. Because 
the kitchen had no 
refrigeration, he was at his 
mother’s side as they dug 
up roots and vegetables, 
slaughtered animals and 
cooked meals on the stove.   

At 17, he left home and 
spent 12 years traveling 
the country learning about 
different cuisines before 
returning.

Prudhomme and his wife 
met when they worked at 
the Maison Dupuy Hotel in 
the French Quarter. From 
1975 to 1979, he was the executive chef 
at Commander’s Palace in New Orleans.  

In its early days, K-Paul’s was tightly 
occupied by tables seating 62 people 
and the bar. Many customers stood in 
line outside, which caught the attention 
of tourists who assumed the food had 
to be good. Today, with the restaurant’s 
capacity at 200 and an indoor waiting 
area, the famous outdoor lines no longer 
exist.

Prudhomme launched a very successful 
company in 1983 selling spices, sauces, 
rubs and related products.

His first of nine cookbooks, the 352-
page “Paul Prudhomme’s Louisiana 

Kitchen,” was published 
in 1984, introducing 
a generation unaware 
of Louisiana’s Cajun 
and Creole cuisine to 
jambalaya (sausage, 
chicken, onions, bell 
peppers, celery, tasso, 
tomatoes, jalapenos, 
garlic, sauce and rice – a 
staple of Cajun cooking). 

Other dishes to gain 
fame were blackened 
redfish, seafood gumbo, 
Cajun “popcorn” crawfish 
etouffée, turtle meat soup, 
blackened prime rib and 
sweet potato pecan pie. 

In 2006, Prudhomme received Bon 
Appetit magazine’s Humanitarian of the 
Year award for providing free food to 
recovery workers and displaced residents 
following Hurricane Katrina.  

Prudhomme was noticeably unhappy 
when redfish was declared an endangered 
game species, a ruling commonly 
believed to be influenced by the demand 
for blackened redfish at his restaurant. (It 
was K-Paul’s most popular dish.) 

“I had to stop serving it when the law 
was passed,” he said. “What bothered me 
most was that cooks who left us continued 
to offer it elsewhere — they just don’t 
mention it on their menus.”

By Jerry Eimbinder
Red Barn Bakery will begin operating 

a “pop-up cafe” in the Carriage House 
at Lyndhurst in Tarrytown shortly. The 
new eatery will be open during events 
and guided tours taking place Thursday 
through Sunday. 

Lyndhurst events include the daytime 
“Scarecrow Invasion” and the nighttime 
“Jay Ghoul’s House of Curiosities.” 
The theme for this season’s House of 
Curiosities program is Lyndhurst, the 
Disenchanted Castle.

The Red Barn Bakery wares will vary 
but will typically include such organic 
items as savory tart with roasted wild 
mushroom, tomato and kale; veggie 
hand pies with lentil, kale and carrot 
or white beans, leeks and heirloom 
tomato. Also to be offered are gluten-
free macaroni and cheese and soup 
varieties such as carrot and ginger or 
lentil, carrot and kale along with crispy 
bread.

“Gluten-free pumpkin donut muffins, 
seasonal scones, muffins, decorated 
cookies and French macarons are sure 

to be a treat for all ages along with hot 
cider and coffee,” Red Barn Bakery 
owner Randell Dodge said. 

An assortment of pies to take home 
will include apple pie and apple salted 
caramel crumb pie — baked from 
apples picked from trees over 100 years 
old in the estates’s orchards. Grab-and-
go meals will be available to visitors 
attending late afternoon tours. 

Red Barn Bakery’s store is located at 
4 S. Astor St. in Irvington. For more 
information, call 914-231-7779 or visit 
www.redbarn-bakery.com.

Lyndhurst is a National Trust for 
Historic Preservation site. It is located 
at 635 S. Broadway in Tarrytown. Call 
914-631-4481 or visit www.lyndhurst.
org/programs-2/halloween-at-
lyndhurst-2015.

Lyndhurst Mansion in Tarrytown to Offer 
Red Barn Bakery Wares 

Lyndhurst in Tarrytown

Chef  Paul Prudhomme

One of  the nine cookbooks written 
by Chef  Paul Prudhomme.

Remembering One of America’s First Celebrity Chefs
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to encourage the enjoyment of books and 
language. Recommended for children two-
and-a-half to five years old. Mount Pleasant 
Public Library, 125 Lozza Drive, Valhalla. 
11 to 11:30 a.m. Free. Every Tuesday and 
Thursday. Info: 914-741-0276 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Mahjongg Club. Intermediate players 
welcome. Participants must bring their own 
set. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. 
Main St., Mount Kisco. 1 p.m. Free. Every 
Thursday. Info: 914-864-8041 or www.
mountkiscolibrary.org.

Storytime Playgroup. Come hear a 
story and music and join in on playtime 
with toys and books. Children, parents and 
caregivers will make new friends and share 
time together. For children one to four years 
old; with a caregiver. Mount Pleasant Public 
Library, 350 Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 2 to 
2:45 p.m. Free. Every Thursday. Info: 914-
769-0548 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.
org.

Bereavement Support Group for 
Spouse/Partner Loss. Phelps Memorial 
Hospital Center, Suite 545, 755 N. Broadway, 
Sleepy Hollow. 2:30 to 4 p.m. Suggested 
donation: $10 per meeting. Thursdays 
through Nov. 19. Pre-registration required. 
Info and pre-registration: Contact Bess 
Steiger at 914-366-3957 or e-mail bsteiger@
pmhc.us.

Gaming Old School. Join old school 
gaming enthusiasts to play board games 
like a kid again. Open to all ages. Mount 
Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main St., 
Mount Kisco. 4 to 5:30 p.m. Free. Every 
Thursday. Info: 914-666-8041 or www.
mountkiscolibrary.org.

Lung Cancer Screenings for High 
Risk Individuals. Dr. Avraham Merav, 
chief of thoracic surgery and director of 
the Westchester Lung Nodule Center, will 
discuss how low-dose CT lung cancer 
screening for individuals who are at high 
risk can save lives. Preceded by a light 
dinner. Phelps Memorial Hospital Center 
auditorium, 701 N. Broadway, Sleepy 
Hollow. Dinner at 6 p.m. Program from 
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Registration required. Info 
and registration: 914-366-2333.

“Racing for Rescues.” Have fun racing 
go-karts while raising money for the 
Armonk-based Adopt-A-Dog. Light finger 
foods and non-alcoholic beverages will 
be served. Grand Prix New York, 333 N. 
Bedford Rd., Mount Kisco. 6 to 8 p.m. $50. 
Pre-registration required. Info: 914-273-
1674. Pre-registration: Visit http://adopt-a-
dog.org/. 

Friday, Oct. 16
Zumba With Amy. Low-impact Zumba 

for the older active adult or beginners. 
Ladimax Sports & Fitness, 1 Commerce St., 
Valhalla. (The Cliffs complex). 8:30 to 10:30 
a.m. Drop-in rate: $10. Every Friday. Info: 
914-643-6162 or e-mail olin.amyj@gmail.
com.

Tai Chi Classes. A graceful form of 
exercise that helps reduce stress and 
improve overall health. Phelps Memorial 
Hospital Center’s James House, 701 N. 
Broadway, Sleepy Hollow. 9:30 and 10:30 
a.m. $10 per session. Also Oct. 23 and Nov. 
6 and 13. Registration required. Info and 
registration: 914-366-3937.

Cooking on a Budget. Lucy Diaz, 
nutrition educator from the Cornell 
Cooperative Extension will present a series 
of seven sessions on nutrition, healthy 
cooking and eating, all on a budget. Mount 
Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main St., Mount 
Kisco. 10:30 a.m. to noon. Free. Continues 
on Fridays through Nov. 20. Registration 
required. Info and registration: 914-864-
0137.

Speech-Language Screenings for 
Preschool Children. Are you concerned 
about your child’s speech and language 
development? Is so, call for a free 
speech-language screening with Kim M. 
Ventimiglia, pediatric speech-language 
pathologist.  Phelps Memorial Hospital 
Center’s Donald R. Reed Speech & Hearing 
Center, 777 N. Broadway, Sleepy Hollow. 
10:30 a.m. to noon. Free. Registration 
required. Info and registration: 914-366-
3010.

Zumba With Amy. Low-impact Zumba 
for the older active adult or beginner. Addie-
tude Dance Center, 42 Memorial Plaza 
(lower level), Pleasantville. 11 a.m. Drop-
in rate: $12. Every Friday; also Tuesdays at 
10 a.m. Info: 914-643-6162 or e-mail olin.
amyj@gmail.com.

Friday Night Films: “La Notte.” This 
1961 drama from Italian powerhouse 
director Michelangelo Antonioni, stars 
Monica Vitti and Marcello Mastroianni 
as an emotionally estranged couple who 
face heartache, desperation and personal 
loss in the course of one night. Considered 
to be one of Antonioni’s masterpieces. 
In Italian with English subtitles. Post-
screening discussion led by Professor 
Valerie Franco. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 7 p.m. 
Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

Yesterday: The Beatles Tribute. See 
the spectacular Beatles tribute show that 
rocked the casinos of Vegas and Atlantic 
City. Founded by John Lennon performer 
Don Bellezzo, the group has performed 
all over the world appearing on five 
continents wowing Beatles fans far and 
wide. Paramount Hudson Valley, 1008 
Brown St., Peekskill. 8 p.m. $35 and $40. 
Info and tickets: 914-739-0039 or visit www.
paramounthudsonvalley.com.

“Other Desert Cities.” A Hudson Stage 
production of this play written by Jon Robin 
Baitz, a Pulitzer Prize finalist and creator 
of hit the TV series “Brothers & Sisters” 
and contributor to “The West Wing.” 
Whippoorwill Hall, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. 
East, Armonk. 8 p.m. $30 and $35. Also 
Oct. 17, 23, 24, 30 and 31 at 8 p.m. and Oct. 
18, 25 and 31 at 3 p.m. Info and tickets: Visit 

www.hudsonstage.com.
Gullotta House Inaugural Charity 

Masquerade Gala. Gullotta House, Inc., a 
nonprofit organization founded in 2015 by 
Matthew Gullotta, a lifelong Westchester 
resident and survivor of various hardships 
from childhood through adulthood, is 
devoted to bringing relief to families in 
the area facing difficult times. Proceeds 
from this event, featuring music, heavy 
hors d’oeuvres, desserts, prizes and more, 
will go toward helping families through 
the Gullotta House. DoubleTree by Hilton 
Hotel, 455 S. Broadway, Tarrytown, 8 to 11 
p.m. $45 in advance. $60 at the door. Info 
and tickets: 914-525-0744 or visit www.
gullottahouse.org.

WCC Friday Night Film Series: “The 
Reader.” In post-war Germany, teenager 
Michael Berg becomes ill and is helped by 
Hanna, a stranger twice his age. Michael 
recovers from scarlet fever and seeks out 
Hanna to thank her. The two are quickly 
drawn into a relationship. Hanna loves 
being read to by Michael. As Hanna’s past 
is revealed, Michael uncovers a secret that 
impacts both. Includes a brief introduction 
to each film, film notes, refreshments 
and discussion. Westchester Community 
College’s Gateway Center, Davis 
Auditorium, 75 Grasslands Rd., Valhalla. 
Refreshments at 7:15 p.m. Screening at 7:45 
p.m. $11. Seniors (60 and up): $10. Info: 
914-606-6716.

Saturday, Oct. 17
Pleasantville Farmers Market. Come 

experience the largest farmers market 
in Westchester, the one voted Best of 
Westchester 2014 and 2015 by the readers 
of Westchester Magazine. With over 
55 vendors, seven nearby parking lots 
and creative weekly programming, it’s 
a delicious good time every Saturday. 
This week, there’s a visit from market 
sponsor Phelps Memorial Hospital Center, 
returning Grammy-nominated father-
and-son acoustic guitarists Sundad and 
Jean-Jacques demonstrates how to make 
a delicious dessert for the kids’ event. 
Memorial Plaza, Pleasantville. 8:30 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Rain or shine. Info: Visit www.
pleasantvillefarmersmarket.org.

Chappaqua Farmers Market. Brining 
locally-raised and produced food to the 
community in a weekly market, creating 
a connection between shoppers and 
small-scale food producers in the region. 
Featuring about 40 vendors weekly. 
Also includes music, children’s activities 
and a food demonstration. Chappaqua 
train station, Chappaqua. 8:30 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Every Saturday. Info: Visit www.
chappaquafarmersmarket.org.

Breakfast With the Hawks. Join us for 
breakfast at the Hawkwatch, timed to take 
advantage of near peak Broad-winged 
Hawk migration. Perfect for families; 
all children must be accompanied by an 
adult. Co-sponsored by Westmoreland 

Sanctuary. The Hawkwatch platform, 
Arthur Butler Sanctuary, 265 Chestnut 
Ridge Rd., Bedford Corners. 9 a.m. to 
noon. Free. Registration required. Info 
and registration:  Contact Jeanne Pollock 
at 914-519-7801 or e-mail jpollock@
bedfordaudubon.org.

Mount Kisco Farmers Market. St. Mark’s 
Church, 85 Main St., Mount Kisco. 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Info: Visit https://www.facebook.
com/MtKiscoFarmersMarket.

Practice Tai Chi With Larry Atille. 
Learn specific feldenkrais and chi kung 
breathing techniques for deep relaxation 
and apply them to tai chi movement. This 
is a hands-on class that will be geared to the 
level of experience of the class and challenge 
all participants. Wear comfortable clothes 
and bring a floor mat or towel. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East. 
Armonk. 10:30 a.m. Free. Every Saturday. 
Info: 914-273-3887.

Adult Salsa Class. Addie-Tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial Plaza 
(lower level), Pleasantville. 11 a.m. to noon. 
Free. $12. Every Saturday. Also Wednesdays 
from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Info: 917-215-1720 
or visit www.addie-tude.com.

Town of New Castle Fall Festival. A 
celebration of community showcasing local 
merchants, fall activities and promoting 
the charming hamlets of Chappaqua and 
Millwood. Residents can enjoy fabulous 
food, including local and seasonal tastings 
from local restaurants, a DJ, carnival games, 
mobile archery, arts and crafts, air-brushed 
tattoos, Gaga court, an inflatable velcro wall, 
balloon animals and more. Throughout 
downtown Chappaqua. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Teaching Trails: A Community Path 
for Environmental Education. Join guided 
trail experience through the woodland 
forest. Discover who left that track, which 
tree makes the best animal home or which 
plant makes its own heat to help melt 
through the late winter ice. Program runs 
about 30 minutes. Greenburgh Nature 
Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 11:30 
a.m. Free. Every Saturday and Sunday 
(except Oct. 25) Info: 914-723-3470 or visit 
www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Pound Fitness Program. A 45-minute 
full-body cardio and stress relief jam session, 
fusing Pilates, cardio, plyometrics, isometric 
movements and poses. Using lightly 
weighted drumsticks called Ripstix™ and 
combining constant simulated drumming 
resulting in working the entire body. TADA 
Theatre And Dance Arts, 131 Bedford Rd., 
Katonah. 11:45 a.m. $20. Every Saturday; 
also Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. Info: Contact 
Peggy at 914 960-4097.

Natural Landscape Design Workshop. 
Larry Weaner is offering this two-part 
workshop exploring how meadows, 
woods and the continuum of habitat types 
can be replicated in gardens and natural 
areas of all sizes. Each session covers key 
ecological concepts, important design 

continued from page 24
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considerations, and practical establishment 
and management techniques. Often 
overlooked aspects like self-proliferation, 
natural recruitment, and succession will 
also be discussed. Bylane Farm, 35 Todd 
Rd., Katonah. First session 10 a.m. to noon, 
Second session 1 to 3 p.m. $75 for one 
session. $140 for both sessions. $15 for lunch. 
Registration required. Info and registration: 
Contact Janelle Robbins at 914-232-1999 or 
e-mail jrobbins@bedfordaudubon.org. 

Fall Foliage Festival. The Thornwood-
Hawthorne Chamber of Commerce and 
the Town of Mount Pleasant Recreation 
Department will be co-sponsoring this 
annual event. Broadway Field, Hawthorne. 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Free. Info: Visit www.
thornwood-hawthornechamber.org or 
visit the chambers Facebook page.

Greyhound Rescue and Rehab Meet 
and Greet Adoption Day. Thornwood 
Town Center, 10-18 Broadway, 
Thornwood. 12 to 3 p.m. Info: Visit www.
petlanddiscounts.com.

The Krasnoyarsk National Dance 
Company of Siberia. A breathtaking 
kaleidoscope of thrilling folk dance 
choreography, athleticism, stunning 
costumes and energetic music, this is 
a remarkable production for the entire 
family. The female dancers are noted 
for graceful movements while the male 

dancers perform remarkable jumps. The 
company’s popularity is growing every 
year with new admirers marveling at the 
troupe’s bright, vital talent. Westchester 
Community College’s Academic Arts 
Theatre, 75 Grasslands Rd., Valhalla. 
8 p.m. $24. Seniors and students: $22. 
Children (under 13): $18. Info and 
tickets: 914-606-6262 or visit sunywcc.
edu/SmartArts.

Gailfean: Traditional Irish 
Traditional Music. Gailfean features 
All-Ireland winners John Whelan, Brian 
Conway and Máirtín de Cógáin and 
renowned musician Don Penzien. Each 
of these artists has recorded extensively. 
Expect a lively enthralling journey though 
the history of the Irish Diaspora with 
this Bonny Bunch of Roses. First Baptist 
Church of White Plains, 456 North St., 
White Plains. 8 p.m. $20 in advance. $25 
at door (credit cards not accepted). Info 
and tickets: Contact Joshalyn Estrada at 
914-949-5207.

Argentine Tango Dances. Great music 
and dancing on a 3,500-square-foot dance 
floor. Enjoy a pleasant time with friends. 
Refreshments served. Broadway 26 
Dance, 26 Broadway, Hawthorne. 8 p.m. 
to midnight. $16. Also the first Sunday of 
each month from 3 to 6 p.m. $12. Info: 
914-725-3023 or 914-484-5101 or e-mail 
sampelayo@optonline.net.

Sunday, Oct. 18
Jewish Board Fall Mitzvah Day. 

A day to perform good deeds and 
help the community, Jewish Board 
locations throughout New York City and 
Westchester offer projects for individuals 
of all ages, families and groups to join in. 
Mitzvah Day activities include arts and 
crafts, a photo walking tour, sports, games, 
Octoberfest and more. Volunteers will 
help adults, teens and children involved 
in The Jewish Board’s programs. Cedar 
Knolls Residential Treatment Center, 226 
Linda Ave., Hawthorne. 12 to 3 p.m. Info 
and registration: Contact Dana Mindlin 
at 212-632-4688, e-mail volunteer@jbfcs.
org or visit http://www.JewishBoard.org/
MitzvahDay.    

Whirling, Twirling, Falling Down. 
Explore our grounds with a naturalist 
and learn about the seasonal cycle of 
a leaf. Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 
Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 2 p.m. Members: 
$5 per person. Non-members: $8 per 
person. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Author Signing. Pleasantville resident 
Brian McGowan will be signing copies of 
his historical novel “Thunder at Noon.” 
The Village Bookstore, 10 Washington 
Ave., Pleasantville. 2 to 4 p.m. Free. Info: 
914-769-8322

Moreno Fruzetti & Floyd Vivino: 

The Golden Voice of Italy. Enjoy the 
mesmerizing golden voice of Moreno 
Fruzzetti, a professional Italian-
American singer who was awarded “The 
Ambassador of Italian Music to America” 
and received rave reviews at concerts 
throughout the world. In addition, Floyd 
Vivino will entertain with his unique 
Italian-American humor. Westchester 
Community College’s Academic Arts 
Theatre, 75 Grasslands Rd., Valhalla. 3 
p.m. $20 and $25. Info and tickets: 914-
606-6790 or visit www.sunywcc.edu/
smartarts.

Monday, Oct. 19
Knitting Group. Hats for our 

servicemen and women overseas and 
other ongoing projects for care centers 
and hospitals. Clinton Street Center, 1A 
Clinton St., Pleasantville. 9:30 to 11:30 
a.m. Free. Every Monday. Info: 914-769-
2021.

Swallow Screening. Do you sometimes 
feel food or liquid going down the 
“wrong pipe” or coming back up? Does 
food get stuck? Do you have pain when 
you swallow? Phelps Memorial Hospital 
Center’s Walkway Conference Room, 701 
N. Broadway, Sleepy Hollow.  9:30 a.m. 
to noon. Free. Registration required. Info 
and registration: 914-366-3010.

By Martin Wilbur
Anthony Rispo knows what it’s like to 

overcome a rough patch in life.
Like many other young adults over 

the generations, he found expectations 
difficult to manage, especially external 
pressures concerning college and career.

Fortunately for Rispo, 25, he has had 
music and songwriting to fall back on, 
not only to help pay the bills through 
being a church organist and teaching 
music lessons, but also as an avenue to 
express himself.

“All my life I was in the classical music 
scene playing the organ, and I assumed 
my role in that scene, like unintentionally, 
just by default,” said Rispo, a Mahopac 
resident since he and his family moved 
from Yonkers when he was 15.

“Basically, it all kind of came to a head. 
I feel like I repressed a lot of it when all 
this stuff came to a head and I realized 
on my own there’s a person behind all of 
this,” he added.

At about 21 years old, after having been 
forced to leave the Cleveland Institute 
of Music following a year and a half of 
study because of a prohibitive tuition 
increase, Rispo experienced feelings of 
anxiety and being emotionally trapped.

For a child who played the organ at 
churches as a teenager and attended the 
precollege program at Juilliard while still 

a high school student, what had been 
forecasted to be a successful classical 
music career appeared to be suddenly 
derailed.

He said he also didn’t get much solace 
from the cathedral and classical music 
communities.

“As I got older, I’ve been around people 
that were in it for the competition or the 
status or the recognition, and I fell into 
that a little bit, but in a distant way,” said 
Rispo.

This Sunday, Oct. 18, he will help 
celebrate overcoming his darker periods 
through a performance at the Winery at 
St. George on Route 6 in Mohegan Lake. 
The program, called Music for Tomorrow, 
will feature Rispo performing about 10 
of his original songs, mainly in the pop 
music/singer-songwriter genre. He will 
be on keyboard and be accompanied 
by two guitarists, a drummer, a string 
quartet and backup singers.

The concept behind the program, 
which Rispo describes as more of a 
movement or cause, was to write and 
perform music that makes people feel 
good about themselves.

“Music for Tomorrow was an idea 
where I wrote music that would inspire 
people and give hope,” Rispo said. “It 
was a simple idea to use songwriting to 
inspire people. And I was drawing on my 

own experience.”
Originally, Rispo had planned on 

focusing the performance to spotlight 
mental health issues. However, he 
concluded that there are plenty of 

young people who have insecurities and 
anxiety and wonder about their place in 
the world, but are not diagnosed with a 
specific condition. 

Rispo picked up music while going to 
church as a young child with his parents 
at St. Bartholomew’s Church in Yonkers. 
At about nine years old, he would 
practice on a keyboard that was at home. 
He took organ lessons from the church’s 
music director and progressed rapidly, to 
the point where he was playing at church 
in his early teens.

While Rispo has had opportunities 
to play cathedral music professionally 
on a full-time basis – something he has 
resumed doing – he also wants to explore 
other musical possibilities. 

Recently, a family friend listened to his 
original music and through a contact put 
him in touch with a Los Angeles music 
producer. He plans on raising money to 
head out to California. The upcoming 
concert at St. George’s is free, but for 
those patrons who like Rispo’s music, 
there will be a crowdfunding website set 
up at www.indiegogo.com to help him 
meet some of his expenses.

For more information about Rispo and 
the Oct. 18 concert, scheduled for 6 to 
7:30 p.m., visit www.anthonyrispo.com. 
The Winery at St. George’s is located at 
1715 E. Main St. in Mohegan Lake.

Anthony Rispo will perform a special concert, 
Music for Tomorrow, at the Winery at St. George in 
Mohegan Lake this Sunday, Oct. 18.
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