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By Rick Pezzullo
New York State Sen. Dr. Terrence 

Murphy (R,C-Yorktown) was sworn in 
on New Year’s Day in his hometown in 
front of hundreds of family, friends and 
supporters in a packed auditorium at 
Yorktown Stage.

Murphy, 48, flanked by his beaming 
wife Caroline and children McKayla, Jack 
and Kian, took the oath of office from 
state Supreme Court Justice Mark Dillon 
for his first two-year term representing 
the 40th District.

“Being here today, I have to pinch 
myself. This is unbelievable,” Murphy 
said. “I’m completely overwhelmed with 
the outpouring of support that people 

have shown me. From the bottom of my 
heart I can’t thank you enough. I will do 
my best to make you proud and fight for a 

future to make us all proud.”
A chiropractor and part owner of 

Murphy’s Restaurant in Yorktown, 
Murphy handily defeated Democrat 
Justin Wagner in November to succeed 
Greg Ball, who opted not to seek re-
election after holding the seat for four 
years. The 40th Senate District covers 
parts of Westchester, including Mount 
Pleasant, New Castle and Mount Kisco, all 
of Putnam and part of Dutchess County.

On New Year’s Eve, Murphy handed in 
his resignation to Yorktown Town Clerk 
Alice Roker, ending a five-year run on 
the town board, his first experience as an 
elected official.

“It has never been about politics for me. 

It’s been about helping my neighbors,” 
Murphy said during his inauguration, 
which was attended by dignitaries and 
elected officials from throughout the 
district. George Oros, Westchester 
County Executive Rob Astorino’s chief of 
staff, served as the master of ceremonies.

Oros said he was honored to call 
Murphy a friend and praised him as “a 
dedicated father and a loving husband” 
with a “charming smile and infectious 
laugh.”

“We seldom meet someone in politics 
that we would want to have a beer with,” 
Oros remarked. “We have elected a terrific 
man to be in Albany.”
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No. Castle Historian Doris Finch 
Watson Fondly Remembered
By Martin Wilbur

Lifelong Banksville resident and North 
Castle Historian Doris Finch Watson, 
who helped form the town’s historical 
society and was herself a descendant of 
the town’s founding family, died at her 
home last week at the age of 91.

Watson, known by most residents as 
Dorrie and once the personal secretary 
to actor Henry Fonda, helped create the 
North Castle Historical Society at her 
dining room table in 1971. She served as 
its president and had been on the board of 
directors since its inception. 

Along with her late husband, William J. 
Watson, Sr., she ran Finch’s Country Store 
in Banksville, the fourth generation in 
her family to operate the market opened 
by her great-grandfather in 1860. The 
store is still in business today on Bedford-
Banksville Road.

Supervisor Michael Schiliro said 
Watson’s love for the town and for life 
made her a special person. She was able 
to tie the history of North Castle to make 

it relevant for today’s residents because it 
was important to her to never forget your 
past, he said.

“Her zest for life and her civic 
commitment are lessons for us all,” 
Schiliro said as part of his message to the 
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State Sen. Dr. terrence Murphy takes the oath of  
office from Supreme court Justice Mark Dillon with 
his wife and three children at his side. 

Boy Scout troop 1 in hawthorne held another eagle Scout court of  honor on Sunday to commemorate 
three of  its members--Gerald Alfieri, lawrence Gardner and conor Glendon--attaining Boy Scouts’ 
highest rank. the trio’s inclusion as eagle scouts brings the number of  scouts to reach that rank to 
107 since 1955. For coverage of  the ceremony, see page 5.

Flight of the Eagles
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Doris Finch Watson, who was a descendant to 
one of  North castle’s founders, died last week 
in her sleep at 91.
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By Janine Bowen
Since its inception earlier this year, 

Pleasantville Strong’s message has been 
rapidly gaining momentum, and the group 
will continue its mission of community 
involvement with a new parent education 
series beginning Jan. 6. 

Th e “strong” in Pleasantville Strong 
stands for Safe Teens, Real Opportunities, 
New Goals, and the coalition was formed 
to keep the community free from drugs 
and alcohol. As part of its work, the 
group recently distributed a survey to 
Pleasantville parents to gauge the attitudes 
toward use of alcohol and certain drugs. 

Th e results will be revealed next Tuesday 
at the fi rst of six parent education meetings 
at the Mount Pleasant Public Library. 

“We’re hoping to just get an accurate 

baseline of what the activity is,” said 
John Mueller, a founding member of 
Pleasantville Strong. “Obviously I would 
like it if there was less activity in relation 
to drugs and alcohol, but either way, the 
process is to determine what the issues are 
and then address them.” 

Th e group’s formation and the surveys 
were done as part of a grant application 
that, if awarded, would provide $125,000 
per year for drug prevention programs. 
Money raised by the coalition has already 
funded the hiring of a substance abuse 
prevention counselor at Pleasantville High 
School. 

Student Assistant Services (SAS), 
a substance abuse prevention agency, 
has been helping Pleasantville Strong. 
Judy Mezey, SAS’s assistant director 

By Janine Bowen
Westchester County legislators expressed 

frustration and concern last week over 
the Department of Social Services’ (DSS) 
abrupt decision to shut down a Valhalla 
homeless shelter.

DSS announced its decision to close 
the county-owned Valhalla Residence 
Shelter on Hammond Road eff ective Dec. 
31 at last Monday’s Board of Legislators 
Community Services Committee meeting. 
Th e closure will save Westchester about 
$500,000, but legislators questioned why 
the issue was not raised during budget 
proceedings in November. 

“If this was the intent, I really don’t 
understand why, just a month ago when 
we were here discussing [the DSS] budget 
going forward for 2015, that none of this 
was brought up,” said Legislator Alfreda 

Williams (D-Greenburgh).
Legislators also haven’t received a 

quarterly report from DSS since April, she 
added. 

DSS Commissioner Kevin McGuire 
and Deputy Commissioner Phillippe Gille 
said the facility is being closed because its 
services are redundant. Th e Grasslands 
homeless shelter is just a quarter mile away 
and the building that houses the Valhalla 
Residence Shelter, which accommodates 
up to 18 people, could be used for other 
purposes. 

Gille explained that fi ve residents have 
enough income to move into permanent 
single-resident homes, one will move in 
with relatives and another was placed in 
an adult home. Th e remaining 11 residents 
will be relocated to temporary housing and 

By Neal Rentz and Janine Bowen
Nearly 100 friends and family members 

turned out Monday morning to say 
goodbye to longtime Mount Kisco village 
trustee and former planning board 
member George Griffi  n Jr. 

Griffi  n died at home on Christmas Eve 
surrounded by family aft er a long battle 
with cancer. He was 67. 

In the days immediately following 
his death and again at his funeral at St. 
Francis of Assisi Church in Mount Kisco, 
Griffi  n was warmly remembered as a 
man who was dedicated to community, 
country and family.

“I am humbled at how he has touched 
so many,” said his son George Griffi  n III.

He remembered his father as someone 
who was fi rm but fair and always put the 
needs of  family before his own, even 
during his fi nal days. Looking out at the 
church’s fi lled pews, Griffi  n was proud to 
know that his father had an impact on the 

lives of so many. 
Griffi  n was fi rst elected to the village 

board in 2003 and had been deputy mayor 
for the past four years. Prior to becoming 

a village trustee, Griffi  n served on the 
planning board for eight years.

“George represented and cared about 
every segment of the Mount Kisco 

population,” Mayor Michael Cindrich 
said. “He enjoyed life and never refused 
anyone who asked for help.”

“George worked tirelessly overseeing 
the rebuilding of much of the village’s 
infrastructure, from projects in Leonard 
Park and the senior center to the building 
of the (new) Mount Kisco Library,” 
Cindrich added. 

But Griffi  n’s involvement in community 
aff airs was not limited to his work on the 
village and planning boards. A longtime 
member of the Lion’s Club, he was a 
Vietnam veteran and spent much time 
helping the Moses Taylor American 
Legion Post 136, Cindrich noted. He 
served as commander of the post in 2000 
and was devoted to helping wounded 
veterans at the Montrose VA. 

Last month, he was honored aft er his 
selection to state Sen. Greg Ball’s Veterans 
Hall of Fame. 
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The casket for George Griffin Jr. is carried out of  St. Francis of  Assisi Church after his funeral on Monday. 
The longtime Mount Kisco village trustee died on Christmas Eve.
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continued from page 1
No. Castle Historian Doris Finch Watson Fondly Remembered

community last week about  her death. 
“In her memory, we can be inspired 
and guided by her core values: personal 
responsibility, duty, honor and faith. She 
was a woman of ‘The Greatest Generation’ 
and an honorable ambassador of North 
Castle. Our thoughts and prayers go out 
to her family and friends.”

Watson was born on July 23, 1923, to 
Walter Sutherlin Finch and Emma H. 
Miller in Banksville. She was a descendant 
of Samuel Banks, who in 1695 settled in 
what later became the family’s home 
hamlet. Banks was the first person to be 
buried at the grounds now known as the 
Middle Patent Rural Cemetery.

During World War II Watson worked 
in a Thompson submachine gun factory. 
She graduated from secretarial school, 
attended Columbia University and 
worked in the advertising industry.

She and her husband, William, were 
married on Dec. 9, 1947. The couple had 
three children.

Watson worked for Fonda at his house 
in Greenwich during the time he starred 
in “Mr. Roberts” on Broadway in the late 
1940s into the early 1950s, said Banksville 
resident and Landmarks Preservation 
Committee member Sharon Tomback.

Preservation of the town’s past and how 
people could learn from its history was 
one of her deepest passions.

“She recognized that you can’t know 
where you’re going until you know where 
you came from,” said Armonk resident 
and longtime historical society member 
Ed Woodyard.

Appointed town historian in 1993 by 
then-supervisor Jack Lombardi, she was 
instrumental in having the East Middle 
Patent Schoolhouse, the Brundage 
Blacksmith Shop and the Quaker Meeting 
House saved and moved to the historical 
society’s site in Armonk next to Smith’s 
Tavern. 

She was also involved in the 
establishment of the Bedford Road 
Historic District in Armonk, and helped 
lead the efforts to add Washington’s 
Headquarters/Elijah Miller House and 
Smith’s Tavern to the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

Landmarks Preservation Committee 
Chairwoman Susan Shimer said the 
project of preserving the buildings that 
were moved to the historic society site 
on Bedford Road likely would not have 
occurred without Watson’s efforts.

“Dorrie was an indispensible member, 

trustee and leading light of the historical 
society,” Shimer said. “Obviously, other 
people were involved, but without Dorrie 
I’m not sure what would have happened 
to that area where Smith’s Tavern sits.”

Woodyard said Watson had an 
enormous ability to welcome people, 
work with them and encourage them to 
participate. Other town residents who 
served with Watson in various capacities 
said that when she asked someone to 
volunteer it was impossible to refuse her. 

Landmarks Preservation Committee 
member Susan Geffen said when Watson 
wanted someone to help out she’d invite 
them over for tea. 

“She invited me to her house, she told 
me what she wanted to be done and you 
did it,” Geffen said.

Tomback recalled when she and her 
family moved to Banksville about 30 years 
ago, Watson was one of the first people to 
greet them. 

“She was such a vital part to every single 
organization until the time of her death 
that there are huge shoes to be filled,” 
Tomback said. 

Watson served in many other positions, 
including chairwoman of the Armonk 
Antiques Show and program director 

for the Banksville Community House. 
She was an honorary member of the 
Banksville Fire Company and helped to 
fundraise and secure a section of land for 
the firehouse expansion. 

In 2008, Watson was honored with 
the Historic Preservation Medal from 
the National Society Daughters of the 
American Revolution.

She worked as burial director for 
the Middle Patent Rural Cemetery – a 
position she held for nearly 50 years until 
her passing last week.

Watson is survived by her three 
children, Phoebe and her partner, Drew, 
of Stamford, Conn.; Walter and his wife, 
Mary Jane, of Banksville; and Bill Jr. and 
his wife, Carmel, of Cape Cod, Mass.; and 
her five grandchildren, Tucker, Casey, 
Kiley, Samuel and Kimberly. 

The funeral service was held at the 
Bedford-Presbyterian Church yesterday 
(Monday). Burial services followed the 
funeral at Middle Patent Rural Cemetery 
on Middle Patent Road. 

In lieu of flowers, donations can be 
made to the Banksville Community 
House, 12 Banksville Rd., Greenwich, 
Conn. 06831.
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By Neal Rentz
The cost of parking at the Valhalla and 

Hawthorne Metro-North station parking 
lots in Mount Pleasant appears likely to 
rise in 2015.

The town board has scheduled a public 
hearing for Jan. 13 at 8 p.m. on a proposal 
to raise most of the parking fees at the two 
lots. Fees last rose in January 2013.

The proposal calls for a hike in the 
annual parking pass for town residents 
from the current $215 to $235, an increase 
in the cost of the annual parking pass for 
non-residents from $500 to $600 and to 
raise the cost of a seven-day parking pass 
from $15 to $20 for residents and from 
$25 to $45 for non-residents.

A yearly student pass for residents ($75) 
and five-day passes for seniors ($5) would 
not change.

Councilman Mark Rubeo said the 
parking fee increases were needed to meet 
rising costs for maintenance and security, 
among other expenses connected with the 
lots.

Following the board’s Dec. 23 meeting, 
Supervisor Carl Fulgenzi said Metro-
North is proposing to increase the 
monthly cost of leasing its land from the 
current $800 to $2,000, but the town will 
meet with Metro-North officials in hopes 
of limiting that increase.
Con Edison Suit Settlement 

The board also set a second public 

hearing for Jan. 13 regarding a proposed 
resolution it  has drawn that is expected to 
avert a threatened lawsuit by Con Edison 
against the town.

The utility had previously informed 
officials it was planning to sue Mount 
Pleasant because the municipality 

overstepped its bounds in regulating 
utilities through Chapter 204 of the 
town code. The state Public Service 
Commission, not the town, has the 
authority to regulate utilities, Con Edison 
has contended.

If the draft resolution is adopted by 

the town board, it would repeal the 
portion of the town code regulating 
utilities. However, it also stipulates that 
Con Edison would have to pay Mount 
Pleasant $10,000 for costs associated with 
the town’s previous inspection of its utility 
poles. Con Edison would also have to 
meet with town officials to update them 
on previous, current and future projects 
and provide a plan to remove its double 
and triple poles in the town’s right of way. 

The utility would also have to notify the 
town about work it was planning to do in 
the right of way, including when there are 
emergency situations.  

Railroad Parking Lot Fees Proposed to Rise in Mt. Pleasant

MARtiN WilBuR Photo

Parking fees at the town of  Mount Pleasant’s hawthorne and Valhalla Metro-North lots could cost 
drivers more in the near future if  municipal officials decide to raise the cost of  certain passes.

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

Great Gifts for the Holidays at Somers Custom Framing

December 30, 2014 - January 5, 2015www.TheExaminerNews.com 3

By Martin Wilbur
Site plan and state Department of 

Transportation approvals are still needed 
by developer Summit/Greenfield for 
Chappaqua Crossing to be built. What 
also remains to be seen is whether there 
is political fallout from the New Castle 
Town Board’s controversial decision.

The board voted Dec. 18 to rezone 
19 acres of the former Reader’s Digest 
property for retail use by a 4-1 margin, 
allowing up to 120,000 square feet of 
space at the former Reader’s Digest 
site. The proposal is anchored by a 
40,000-square-foot Whole Foods 
supermarket. 

While council members Jason Chapin 
and Elise Kessler Mottel, two board 
members who voted for the rezone, 
face re-election next fall, there has 
been a perception that part of last year’s 
winning slate may have reneged on a 
central campaign promise.

Talking points by Supervisor Robert 
Greenstein and council members 
Lisa Katz and Adam Brodsky in 2013 
sounded similar, including their hope to 
complete the Master Plan update before 
making a decision on the rezone, but a 
year later their comments before and 
after the vote appeared very different. 
Katz was the dissenting vote.

Greenstein denied his vote was an 
about-face, saying that from at least 

as far back as early 2012 he supported 
the idea of a Whole Foods at the site 
after Chappaqua lost D’Agostino, the 
hamlet’s only supermarket. He said he 
repeated his support for Whole Foods 
during the campaign. 

Even before he announced his 
candidacy, in a March 2012 letter to the 
editor to newcastlenow.org, Greenstein 
contended that the town needed to 
boost its commercial tax base.

“I believe a high-end grocery store—
like Whole Foods, for example—would 
do very well at that location considering 
the demographics of New Castle and 
the proximity of Chappaqua Crossing 
to the Saw Mill,” Greenstein wrote. “I 
think that such a move could help foster 
a working relationship with Summit 
Greenfield as we take each others’ 
interests into consideration.”

What Greenstein said he had been 
against was a shopping center with big-
box stores, such as a Staples or a Petco 
that Summit/Greenfield was previously 
considering, which could threaten 
downtown.

In another correspondence in June 
2013, Greenstein reaffirmed his support 
for Whole Foods, but sharply criticized 
the former town board for failing to 
get more community feedback on the 
original retail plan.

However, the April 2014 revision to 

move away from large chain stores to 
smaller retail spaces other than Whole 
Foods made the latest plan palatable.

“They revised it into a community 
development concept plan and that 
what was submitted in April, a revised 
community development concept 
plan that took into account traditional 
neighborhood design,” Greenstein said. 
“Again, (it’s) not perfect. I’m not going 
to claim that it is, but it’s better than it 
was.”

Katz wouldn’t comment directly on 
the vote of her running mates from last 
year but conveyed her disappointment 
in the rezone, reiterating points that the 
project would be too big for the site.

“I don’t want to talk about them or 
their reasons,” Katz said after the vote. 
“I can say that I am a woman of integrity 
and I did exactly what I campaigned to 

do. I believe in what I said and I voted 
on what I said I’d do.”

She pledged to be a voice to make sure 
that what gets built there is beneficial to 
New Castle, adding that she felt even 
more certain of her decision after the 
vote.

Brodsky acknowledged his opposition 
to the Summit/Greenfield’s previous 
retail plan during the campaign 
and wanted to have the Master Plan 
completed first. However, between 
improvements in the revised proposal 
to go toward smaller retail shops, the 
threat of litigation and the town losing 
out on badly needed tax revenue, a 
tradeoff had to be made.

It was a decision, Brodsky said, he 
didn’t take lightly, with many sleepless 
nights. Several friends and neighbors 
are now threatening not to speak to 
him again, he said. Once he saw the 
risks the town faced from the inside, the 
drawbacks of voting against the rezone 
were too great.

“It’s one thing to campaign as an 
optimistic candidate, but as an elected 
official, you have to live with  the 
consequences of your actions,” he said.

Despite drawbacks, Brodsky said if 
the project would be built, it could help 
the town similarly to Armonk Square, 
which reenergized that hamlet.

Site Plan Review, Repercussions Await After Chap Crossing Rezone

An artist’s rendition of  the proposed Whole Foods 
at Chappaqua Crossing.
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By Janine Bowen
The Steffi Nossen School of Dance in 

Chappaqua will offer a unique opportunity 
for children with special needs starting this 
month.    

The school has been hosting classes for 
children with special needs at its White 
Plains location for a decade, but will be 
bringing the program to the Church of St. 
Mary the Virgin in Chappaqua beginning 
Jan. 15, following several requests from 
local special education PTAs. 

The classes help children with various 
developmental, physical and emotional 
disabilities enhance their social skills and 
improve physical weaknesses, said Judith 
Ross, Steffi Nossen’s community relations 
director. 

She said the classes aren’t intended to be 
dance therapy, but are regular dance classes 
that allow children of various abilities to 

participate with the help of volunteers 
and help to improve their coordination, 
strength and balance in a way that’s more 
fun than traditional physical therapy. 

“It not only gives them a source of 
satisfaction and fun, but it has helped them 
with their focus and their social skills and, 
of course, physically,” said Ross. “This is a 
dance class, an opportunity for kids with 
special needs to have a class like everyone 
else.” 

Siblings and other family members of 
children with disabilities are encouraged 
to attend and participate in the class. Ross 
noted that the involvement of others is 
another aspect that separates these classes 
from the traditional movement therapy, 
which is usually done on an individual 
basis. Rather than focusing on exercises, 
the classes allow different styles of music to 
dictate movements. 

“The music carries the movement,” Ross 
said. “It makes people want to move, which 
they need to do.”   

The Jan. 15 class, taught by professional 
trainer, educator and performer Dylan 
Baker, will be a free trial. Ross encourages 
families to attend to see if the program may 
be right for their needs. A class for children 
in grades 1-4 will be held at 4 p.m., while 
a class for children in grades 5-9 will be 
at 5 p.m. If demand is high enough, four 
additional classes for both age groups will 
be held each Thursday through Feb. 12 for 
$100. 

On Jan. 17, a separate special needs 
dance class, open to participants of all 
ages, will be held as part of the Chappaqua 
Public Library’s Special Saturdays program. 
Taught by Steffi Nossen School of Dance 
teacher Amanda Narciso, the 45-minute 
free class will begin at 2 p.m. 

In addition to the expansion of its 
special needs classes, Steffi Nossen School 
of Dance will also offer new classes this 
winter specially created for boys who want 
to try dance but may be too embarrassed to 
take a traditional class. The Conditioning 
Training Through Movement class teaches 
dance skills that can translate to sports. The 
program, for fourth- and fifth-graders and 
taught by Baker, will focus on exercises in 
strength, agility, movement, flexibility and 
coordination. 

The six-class series costs $140. It will 
also be held at the Church of St. Mary the 
Virgin each Thursday from 6 to 7:15 p.m. 
beginning this Thursday, Jan. 8. 

The Church of St. Mary the Virgin is 
located at 191 S. Greeley Ave. For more 
information about the classes, contact 
Ross at 914-328-1900 or e-mail info@
steffinossen.org. 

Chappaqua Dance School to Offer Class for Special Needs Students
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Griffin’s nephew, White Plains Mayor 
Tom Roach, remembered looking up to 
his uncle as a child, especially after Griffin 
was drafted into military service during 
the Vietnam War. He recalled how family 
was always in the forefront of his mind 
and he made sure to bring home three 
official army helmet liners for his three 
young nephews.   

“He was a great son of White Plains and 
did us a great honor in the way he lived 
his life,” said Roach. “The thing I see is his 
dedication, just commitment, just doing 
what you should do, trying to help people 

and that’s something we can all try and 
live up to.” 

Don Ford, treasurer and general 
manager of the local American Legion 
post who knew Griffin for about 25 years, 
said his friend struggled with severe 
stomach pain from cancer near the end. 

“I hope I make it to Christmas,” Griffin 
told Ford about six months ago.

Ford said Griffin was very active with 
the American Legion, going to the hall 
in Mount Kisco usually every other day, 
often to cook for various events.

Griffin was born on Oct. 16, 1947, in 
White Plains to George and Marjorie 
Griffin, the third of five children. He was 
drafted into the U.S. Army when he was 
19 years old and served in Vietnam as a 
military policeman. He was assigned to 
Company A of the 720th MP Battalion, 18 
MP Brigade at Long Binh, the largest U.S. 
military base in Vietnam. He received 
the Army commendation medal for his 
service during the Tet Offensive.

After his military service, Griffin 
worked in the building materials industry 
and was later a partner of Richard’s 
Lumber on Kisco Avenue for more than 
20 years.  

Griffin married his wife, Grace, in May 
1989. In addition to his son, he is survived 
by his daughter Catherine Mary Griffin; 
daughter-in-law Colleen; two sisters, 
Diane (Cissie) Roach, and her husband, 

Tom, of Canandaigua, N.Y., and Dawn 
Griffin-Parnell and husband Bruce, of 
Danbury, Conn.; and two grandchildren

Trustee Anthony Markus said he was 
very close with Griffin, remembering him 
as a giving person generous with his time, 
cooking for American Legion functions 
and always ready to donate toward a 
cause.

“George was my friend and you always 
knew he had your back,” Markus said. “He 
will be sorely missed and the loss runs 
deep.”

Markus said he used his vast knowledge 
of construction to help oversee the 
village’s buildings and grounds, including 
restoration of the cupola and ceiling at 
village hall, while also protecting the 
taxpayer. 

Trustee Karen Schleimer remembered 
how Griffin was always ready to serve 
others.

“George was one of the most honorable, 
gracious, kind and dedicated men I have 
had the privilege to know,” Schleimer said. 
“He went out of his way for everyone. He 
was one of those rare human beings who 
found the good in everyone and treated 
everyone as if each and every person were 
a jewel.”

Trustee Jean Farber praised Griffin 
for his kindness and devotion to the 
community, calling him “a true American 
hero.” She also said that serving with him 

was a great learning experience.
Griffin was predeceased by his brother, 

Edward Griffin, his mother, Marjorie 
Boraski, and his brother (John) Brian 
Griffin.

Visitation was at Cassidy-Flynn Funeral 
Home in Mount Kisco on Saturday and 
Sunday. Burial with full military honors 
followed at Holy Mount Cemetery in 
Eastchester.

Mount Kisco Trustee George Griffin Dies at 67
continued from page 1

The Emanuel Lutheran Church in 
Pleasantville is sponsoring a blood drive 
on Saturday, Jan. 10 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
at the church located at 197 Manville 
Rd.  Whole blood and red cells units will 
be collected from qualifying candidates. 
Although this drive makes it convenient 
for Pleasantville residents to participate, 
blood donors from all towns are welcome 
to come to lend their help.

To schedule an appointment, call 800-
933-2566 or visit www.nybloodcenter.org/
donateblood. For information regarding 
your eligibility (medical, travel, etc), call 
800-688-0900. Although it is helpful to let 
the organizers know in advance that you 
plan to come, walk-ins are always accepted.  

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!
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By Martin Wilbur
There’s a lot more to planning your 

financial future than picking the right 
stocks or mutual funds.

In an era when there are more products 
to choose from and the decisions to 
be made have become increasingly 
complicated, handling finances and 
planning for the years ahead have never 
been more important.

Led by principal and senior financial 
planner Scott Kahan, Financial Asset 
Management Corp. makes sure its 
clients have the personalized attention 
they need to not only manage and grow 
their portfolio, but to make certain it is 
consistent with their goals, lifestyle and 
temperament. 

For Kahan, a Chappaqua resident, 
it’s about helping people make the right 
decisions for themselves and their 
families.

“The idea of being able to help people, 
and when clients come in and we do a 
data gathering and they bring all their 
documents, people tell me when they 
walk out they feel better right from the 
beginning because they left all the worries 

on my table, and we can help them,” he 
said. 

Kahan, a 30-year professional who 
founded Financial Asset Management in 
1986, said his practice provides the road 
map for where a client wants to go. Not 
only are there a full range of investment  
products, but Kahan, part of a team of four 
professionals, makes sure that each client 
is protected with the proper insurance, 
including life and disability coverage, 
estate documents and the critical three- to 
six-month emergency cash fund on hand.

He’s aware that financial planning is 
an emotional issue. But it’s more about 
managing lives, not money, he said. Two 
families could have seemingly identical 
circumstances but based on myriad 
factors could have very different strategies 
devised for them.

“That’s the financial planning process 
and that’s financial planning, sitting down 
with somebody,” said Kahan, whose firm 
manages about $150 million and has 
offices in downtown Chappaqua, which 
opened in September, and Manhattan. 
“What are your goals? What are your 
objectives? When do you want to retire? 

Do you want to pay for 
college for your child? 
Do you want to buy a 
house? Whatever they 
are, both short term, 
intermediary and long 
term.”

Kahan said he wants 
his firm to be held 
to a higher standard. 
Registered with the 
Securities and Exchange 
Commission, Financial 
Asset Management’s 
fee structure isn’t 
based on the common 
arrangement of roughly 
1 percent of a client’s 
assets. Instead, clients 
pay a retainer fee that is 
based on their net wealth, not including 
real estate, and that fee is locked in for 
three years.

Under the more conventional fee 
structure, there could be a conflict of 
interest, he said. For example, for a 
particular client who is buying a house 
it may be the correct decision for them 
to make a larger down payment, but that 
would affect the planner’s commission.

Kahan, a Syracuse University graduate, 
briefly worked for an insurance company 
out of college, but disliked what he saw. In 
the 1980s, financial planning as a career 
was still in its infancy, and many planners 
and firms were steering clients to 

investments that weren’t 
necessarily in their best 
interests.

“I never wanted to 
work for a big firm 
because what I saw was 
it was all about what I’m 
selling, and it was not 
about what was right for 
the client,” Kahan said. 

In 1986, he started 
Financial Asset 
Management in 
Manhattan. Today, 
there are a vast amount 
of choices, including 
mutual funds  with 
varying fee levels, 
exchange traded funds 
and all sorts types of 

alternative investments. Throw in the 
volume of information available at 
everyone’s fingertips and how people 
reacted to the 2008-09 market implosion, 
and there’s bound to be confusion. But 
Kahan hopes to take the intimidation 
level out of planning.

“(Financial) planning is a process to get 
from one point to another in life and all 
the stops along the way,” he said.”We help 
clients make the right decisions.”

Kahan’s Chappaqua office is located at 
26 S. Greeley Ave. You can reach Financial 
Asset Management Corp. at 914-238-
8900 or visit www.famcorporation.com.
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Certified financial planner Scott 
Kahan, principal at Financial Asset 
Management Corp.

continued from page 1
Murphy Sworn in as State Senator in New Year’s Ceremony

Murphy said it was a “team effort” that 
led him to victory over Wagner and he 
vowed to be a senator that will be held 
accountable for his record in Albany.

“You came out in droves. You had your 
trust in me and I won’t let you down,” he 
said. “When we all work as a team we can 
accomplish an awful lot. I stand in awe of 
the sacrifices we all made and the effort to 
save this state. If I’m not representing you 

in the right way, give me a call.”
Murphy said he had been given the 

opportunity to chair a committee on 
economic development and would 
focus on improving New York’s current 
standing as being the worst business-
friendly state in the nation and first in the 
country in high property taxes.

“I will work to bridge the gap between 
business and government. There’s no 

Republican way to fix potholes. There’s 
no Democratic way. There’s only the 
right way,” he said, noting he had a 
“commonsense plan to get taxes under 
control.”

He also made several references to his 
late father Jack, a union member who 
worked for Con Edison for more than 
50 years and inspired his siblings and his 
mother to open Murphy’s Restaurant in 

his honor in 2006.
“I know my dad would be proud of me 

standing here,” Murphy said. “My dad 
taught me the value of hard work and a 
good beer. I’ll never forget where I came 
from. It’s a dream come true for me and 
the opportunity of a lifetime. I will make 
sure our families are taken care of. When 
we put our families first we can make this 
a great community.”
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By Martin Wilbur
In what has become an annual tradition, 

the Mount Pleasant community celebrated 
three more members of Hawthorne Troop 
1 achieving the rank of Eagle Scout on 
Sunday during a special ceremony at the 
Thornwood American Legion hall.

Gerald Alfieri, Lawrence Gardner and 
Conor Glendon reached Boys Scouts’ 
pinnacle by earning the requisite number 
of merit badges throughout their scouting 
career as well as completing their Eagle 
Scout project.

Troop 1 Scoutmaster Edmund Vogel 
said while each of the three scouts had the 
same mission on their way to scouting’s 
highest rank, their personal interests and 
personalities came through in the projects 
that they chose. All three honorees had 
started as Cub Scouts early in elementary 
school. 

“Although the scouting program is the 
same, each one traveled a different path 
with the troop,” Vogel said. “This different 
path is best expressed through their 
respective Eagle (Scout) projects.”

Alfieri, now a freshman at Keene State 
in New Hampshire, devised an art project 
called the “Window of Intentions” at 
Rosary Hill Home, an end of life care 
facility in Hawthorne. The project allows a 
resident, relative or staff member to write 
down a prayer or an intention in a prayer 

book and thread a colorful piece of cloth 
through wire mesh with a large decorative 
wood frame. The back wood panel contains 
a mural.

The prayers are then read during daily 
mass.

Alfieri, who has caroled at Rosary Hill 
and enjoys working with the elderly, said 
he knew he wanted his project to benefit 
the facility after a relative had been a 
resident there a few years ago. However, 
communicating to Boy Scout leadership 
what his plans were and to convince them 
that it was a suitable project was at least as 
big a challenge as the work.

“I really think that if you have a good 
leader who shows you it’s worth it, there’s 
maybe a lot of work sometimes or you 
don’t want to do this particular thing, but 
if you stick it out and have fun, I really 
think it’s worth it in the end,” Alfieri said of 
staying with scouting.

Gardner, who as a senior at Westlake 
High School has been an avid musician and 
actor in the school’s theater department, 
renovated the prop storage room over 
the summer. Working at least five hours 
every day from late June to mid August, 
he built shelves and stalls to clean up a 
disorganized area that is not only used 
for school programs but also the Mount 
Pleasant Community Theatre and other 
outside groups.

He said still being a 
student at the school 
helps him appreciate 
the project, which was 
a labor of love, even 
more.

“That was 
something that I was 
passionate about and 
I knew it was going to 
be a lot of work, but 
if I wasn’t passionate 
about it, it would 
have been so much 
harder than it really 
should have been,” 
Gardner said.

Glendon, a freshman at Providence 
College, made a series of improvements 
at Stone Gate Park in Valhalla. He built a 
vehicle barrier, planted bushes and flowers 
near the entrance and took out overgrown 
brush to help beautify the town facility.

Although it was hard work, the project 
was easy to choose having grown up a 
short walk from the park.

“It’s a couple of blocks away from home 
and I still see it every day and I’m very 
proud of the work that me and the troop 
did,” Glendon said.

Also on hand to honor the scouts’ 
accomplishments were Mount Pleasant 
Councilwoman Laurie Smalley, County 

Legislator Michael Smith, state Sen. 
Terrence Murphy and the parents for all 
the scouts. 

Cathy Gardner said she links much of 
what her son has achieved to his scouting 
experience.

“I’ve seen such a change in him and it’s 
all because of the leadership of the troop,” 
she said. “They’re wonderful boys--all of 
them.”

This is the 12th consecutive year that 
Troop 1 had at least two of its members 
become an Eagle Scout, one of the most 
impressive feats in the region. Vogel said 
holding what has become an annual Eagle 
Scout Court of Honor never gets old.

“You know why? Because it’s youth,” 
Vogel explained. “Youth keeps it fresh.”

Hawthorne Troop Members Soar to Become New Eagle Scouts

left to right, Gerald Alfieri, conor Glendon and lawrence Gardner of  
hawthorne troop 1 were all honored as eagle Scouts on Sunday.
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By Martin Wilbur
Bits of significant local history can be 

found almost anywhere, but recently two 
Armonk residents unearthed little-known 
information about how North Castle 
selected its soldiers for the Civil War and 
where some of them are buried.

Nicholas Cerullo and George Pouder, 
both members of the town’s historical 
society and former longtime members of 
the Landmarks Preservation Committee, 
have collaborated on a work detailing 
which members of the community served 
and how others legally avoided service. 

In the basement of Town Hall, Cerullo 
had been combing through town 
documents from 150 years ago and 
discovered lists of Civil War servicemen 
from North Castle. Pouder told him that 
he had been doing his own work regarding 
local burial sites for the veterans and 
recognized some of the names.

In all, Cerullo, 82, a Korean War veteran, 
and Pouder, 92, who served in World War 
II, found 166 soldiers and four sailors 
from North Castle had served the Union 
in the war between the states. Roughly 65 
to 75 of those are buried within the town, 
including 22 at St. Stephen’s Church, 
Pouder said. 

Cerullo’s research also uncovered 
paperwork showing there had been 
$34,000 in payments to the town and 
bond purchases by residents who bought 

their way out of serving after Congress 
passed the conscription act in early 1863. 
Each municipality had a quota of soldiers 
they had to supply to the war effort. It isn’t 
certain what North Castle’s quota was, 
although Cerullo said he saw one reference 
to nine soldiers. In the 1860 census, the 
town had about 2,200 residents.

“The question was, they realized (the 

war) was going to be unpopular and so 
they began to put stipulations in there, 
exemptions,” said Cerullo, a retired 
biochemist and teacher. “The one that 
sticks out is if you’re a school teacher 
you’re exempt, if you stammer you’re 
exempt, if you’re a ferry operator, you’re 
exempt, a telegraph operator, you had 
exemptions and then one that you worked 

out with the town is you could buy an 
exemption.”

For any white male between the ages 
of 18 and 45 who could come up with 
$300 they could buy a substitute soldier 
for the duration of the war, Cerullo said. 
Furthermore, for those who had the cash 
to buy bonds, they would earn 7 percent a 
year on their money.

Pouder, a retired horticulturist, said 
initially most Northerners thought the 
Confederacy was going to be quickly 
routed and morale was high. But as the 
Union lost a succession of key battles 
early in the war, support nationwide to 
continue fighting began to evaporate.

“I think originally they had all these 
young lads who thought they could 
handle this,” Pouder said. “You’d get a 
uniform, the girls would love it, they’d get 
out of this sleepy little country town and 
they get this glorious military career.

“So initially, a lot of people volunteered. 
But I think almost immediately after Bull 
Run and other battles, the Confederates 
were beating the hell out of us and so they 
couldn’t get volunteers anymore so they 
instituted a draft.”

The conscription act didn’t sit well with 
many residents. The sudden intrusion of 
the federal government into their lives 
wasn’t welcome.

“It was the first time a community like 

Armonk History Lovers Make No. Castle’s Civil War Past Come Alive 

MARtiN WilBuR Photo

Nicholas cerullo, left, and George Pouder explored little-known portions of  North castle’s civil War 
history and the burial grounds of  some of   its veterans.
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Republican challenger Guy 
Mezzancello is one step closer to 
claiming his first elected post.

Mezzancello is now leading by 22 
votes over Democratic incumbent  Jose 
Berra in the still undecided North 
Castle Town Board election after the 
Westchester County Board of Elections 
counted absentee ballots and affidavits 
last Friday.

The Board of Elections opened up 149 
paper ballots, which favored Mezzancello 
77-72. He extended his narrow lead from 

17 to 22 votes. Including the votes that 
were added last week, more than 3,600 
votes were cast in the election.

Despite all of the votes being counted, 
Mezzancello still hasn’t been declared 
the official winner. It remains possible 
that the Board of Elections will re-
canvass the machines before it declares 
the results official.

Berra declined to comment when 
reached last week.

--Martin Wilbur

Author and journalist Martin 
Fletcher will speak at Temple Beth El 
of Northern Westchester’s Friday night 
Shabbat services on Nov. 21 his recent 
book, “Jacob’s Oath.”  Services begin at 
8 p.m. This is a free event open to the 
public.

Fletcher, a former bureau chief in 
Tel Aviv for NBC News, has previously 
spoken at Temple Beth El about his 
autobiographical memoir, “Breaking 
News,” concerning his career as a 
journalist in the Middle East and other 
global hot spots. 

“Jacob’s Oath” is a work of historical 
fiction, which focuses on the lives of 
Jacob Klein, a concentration camp 
survivor, and Sarah Kaufman, a woman 
he met immediately after the war and 
who had been in hiding during the war. 
The book deals with the period leading 
up to and immediately following the 
German surrender in May 1945 and 
Jacob’s desire to avenge the murder of 
his younger brother by a sadistic camp 
guard. 

“Jacob’s Oath” will be available for 
sale after services and is currently 
available at The Village Bookstore in 
Pleasantville. 

Mezzancello Still Leads in 
North Castle Board Race

Martin Fletcher
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The New York State Council of School 
Superintendents announced last Monday 
that Dr. James Langlois, superintendent of 
Putnam/Northern Westchester BOCES, 
has been named the 2015 New York State 
School Superintendent of the Year.

Langlois leads a responsive, innovative 
and collaborative agency that serves some of 
the highest rated and most respected school 
districts in the nation. “We Can Do That,” 
the BOCES motto, exemplifies the agency’s 
commitment to helping school districts 
meet the rapidly changing challenges of 
education reform and tight budgets with 
flexible, cutting-edge, high-quality and 
cost-effective programs.

“To the extent that the award calls 
attention to the challenges faced by public 
education and its long history of successes 
in the face of those challenges, I am honored 
to receive this recognition,” Langlois said. 
“It is an honor that I am proud to share 
with every superintendent who leads public 
schools.”

Langlois has led Putnam/Northern 
Westchester BOCES for the past 10 
years. Previously, he served eight years 
as superintendent in Goshen and was an 
assistant superintendent on Long Island. He 
worked in various leadership positions in 
New York City public schools in Manhattan 
and the Bronx. He began his career 50 years 
ago as a high school English teacher in 
Connecticut.

“Jim Langlois is admired by his 
colleagues in this state and beyond,” said 
Council Executive Director Dr. Robert 
Reidy. “They have called on him to serve in 
many leadership roles. He is also a respected 
independent voice and effective local leader 
among the superintendents and school 
boards of the Lower Hudson Valley.” 

Langlois served for seven years on the 
national governing board of the American 
Association of School Administrators 
(AASA), the council’s national affiliate, and 

for several years on the national Association 
of Educational Service Agencies’ (AESA) 
Executive Committee. 

He holds two masters degrees and a 
doctorate in educational communication 
from Columbia University Teachers 
College. He has taught graduate educational 
leadership courses at Fordham University 
and SUNY New Paltz and is the author of 
several nationwide evaluations of federally 
funded career and technical and special 
education initiatives. Langlois has also 

presented at many national and regional 
conferences.

 “He has creatively and with great 
persistence developed a positive, 
collaborative and responsive culture that has 
successfully steered our BOCES through 
major internal transitions and multiple 
external challenges,” said BOCES Board 
President Richard Kreps. “As a result of 
his leadership, our BOCES is often looked 
upon as a model of effective practices in an 
educational service agency.”

Some of the Putnam/Northern 
Westchester BOCES accomplishments that 
have been achieved under his leadership 
include:
• Creating a Center for Educational 

Leadership that provides innovative 
graduate degree and certification 
programs for educators in partnership 
with several colleges and universities;

• Developing widely used, ground-
breaking science, social studies, 
sustainability and blended online 
curricula;

• Transforming BOCES’ career and 
technical education with new offerings 
in high-tech, medical and other 21st 
century career areas, and expanding 
offerings to middle school students and 
to multiple school-based sites;

• Opening up new areas of special 
education services while systematically 

continued on page 13

Dr. James Langlois speaks with students in a cosmetology class at Putnam/Northern Westchester 
BOCES’ tech center in Yorktown.

BOCES’ Langlois Named State’s Super of the Year

Providing the Highest Quality Medical Care  
For You and Your Family Throughout  

Westchester, Putnam and Dutchess County

MOUNT KISCO CAMPUS:
90 & 110 South Bedford Road  n  34 South Bedford Road 
Mount Kisco, NY 10549-3412
MAIN: 914 n241n1050   
PEDIATRICS: 914 n242 n1580

www.mkmg.com

BRIARCLIFF MANOR:
INTERNAL MEDICINE:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-940-2500
PEDIATRICS:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-941-2129

CARMEL: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-278-7000

CORTLANDT MANOR:
GENERAL SURGERY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-739-2315
OB/GYN  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-739-1697

CROTON ON HUDSON:
INTERNAL MEDICINE / UROLOGY:  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-271-8700

FISHKILL:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-765-4990

HUDSON VALLEY HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:
ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-739-2121
UROLOGY .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-737-8675

JEFFERSON VALLEY:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-245-7700

KATONAH: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .KATONAH: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .KATONAH:  . 914-232-3135

MAHOPAC:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-248-5556

NORTHERN WESTCHESTER HOSPITAL OFFICE:
CANCER TREATMENT & WELLNESS CENTER 
914-242-2991

OSSINING:
INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-762-4141
ALLERGY / IMMUNOLOGY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-468-2590

PATTERSON:
INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-278-6625
PEDIATRICS  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-279-2323

PAWLING:
DERMATOLOGY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-855-5536
PODIATRY .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-855-1853

PEEKSKILL:
GASTROENTEROLOGY / INTERNAL MEDICINE
914-739-4800

POUGHKEEPSIE: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-471-3111

PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:  .PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:  .PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE: 845-279-2000

RYE:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-967-5539

SOMERS:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-277-4448

YORKTOWN HEIGHTS OFFICES:
1825 COMMERCE STREET .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-962-5060
1940 COMMERCE STREET 
     INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-962-5577
225 VETERANS ROAD
     SPECIALTIES  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-302-8059

URGENT CARE:
YORKTOWN:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-302-8060
CARMEL:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-278-7000

this felt outside pressure telling them what 
to do,” Cerullo said. “They had the federal 
government and Lincoln telling them 
they had to raise the troops.”

No draft was ever needed for North 
Castle to make its quota of soldiers, 
Cerullo said. But as casualties piled up, 
towns like North Castle were faced with 
other problems. How could communities 
support the growing numbers of widows 
and fatherless children?

Town records show that widows and 
each child under 12 years old were each 
provided welfare payments of 50 cents 
a week. It was later reduced to 25 cents. 
Presumably children 12 and up, before 
formal education was prized, were 
thought to be ready to go to work, Cerullo 
said. 

By comparison, the town paid $3 to a 
resident for killing a fox.

According to the town’s records, total 
welfare payments to widows and children 
reached $1,700.

Cerullo said that Pouder had already 
begun compiling short write-ups of the 
Civil War soldiers who had been buried 
within the town.

“George had all of these names of 
people who had been involved and the 
families and put together a package, 
which I think is really the heart of what 
we did,” Cerullo said. 

Pouder said when he first started his 
project, the available resources made it 
laborious to learn about the lives of the 
Civil War soldiers buried in North Castle. 
But with online access to a state database 
as well as ancestry.com, he’s uncovering 
new information on a regular basis.

“(I thought) it would be a great idea 
to speak for these mute stones and a way 
to tell a story and make them come alive 
because if I could do that they wouldn’t 
really be dead because someone would 
remember them,” Pouder said.

In addition to the 22 veterans at St. 

Stephen’s, there are five or six at the old 
Methodist Cemetery and one at Smith 
Cemetery. There are about 40 others at 
Middle Patent Cemetery, Pouder said.

Last month the two men presented the 
town and the North Castle Public Library 
with copies of their work that took about 
three years to complete--not quite as 
long as the war itself--and two copies of 
the books to the town’s historical society. 
There will be one copy at both the Armonk 
and North White Plains branches.

Pouder said he plans to add to what he 
and Cerullo submitted to the town.

“As we got into this study, what 
intrigued me were not only the soldiers 
who wanted somebody to speak for them, 
but what happened at home with the 
soldier’s family when the soldiers were 
killed,” he said.

For two local history enthusiasts, there 
were rewards of making local history 
come  alive.

“It’s been a lot of fun doing it. I’ve 
enjoyed it,” Cerullo said. “I’ve enjoyed it 
with George and all the difficulties and I 
have a deeply, deeply fond memory and 
respect for writers.”
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Obituaries

Police Blotter
Mount Kisco Police Department

Dec. 27: Report of a strong-arm robbery 
on Lieto Drive at 5 p.m. A 49-year-old 
homeless man who is known around the 
village was arrested and charged with 
second-degree robbery, a felony, after 
demanding money from a subject and 
stealing his cell phone. The suspect was 
arraigned in village court and remanded 
to the county jail in Valhalla. Information 
about bail was not released.

Dec. 28: A Carpenter Avenue resident 
was notified by Westchester County police 
at 2:41 p.m. regarding an investigation into 
alleged thefts made by a home contractor 
throughout the county over the course of 
last year. The resident reported that the 
contractor was hired to do work on her 
home last August and stated that there 
was several thousand dollars worth of 
jewelry missing since about that time. 
There have been no arrests but the matter 
remains under investigation.

Dec. 30: A subject on Thorn Avenue 
reported at 4:10 p.m. that he was harassed. 

It turned out that the alleged incident 
occurred in Putnam County, not Mount 
Kisco. The caller was directed to contact 
police in Putnam.

Jan. 1: Report of an incident of 
harassment that occurred earlier this 
morning at Holiday Inn. A 68-year-old 
Winter Springs, Fla. man who was in 
town to visit his girlfriend in Ossining and 
had accommodations, filed a harassment 
charge at 12:15 p.m. against a bartender 
at the inn. The bartender had refused to 
serve him any more alcohol at about 1:30 
a.m. because he appeared intoxicated. He 
denied being drunk.

Pleasantville Police Department
Dec. 27: Report of a larceny at a gas 

station on Manville Road at 4:06 p.m. A 
driver pulled up to get gas and told the 
attendant that he would return to pay. The 
patron never returned to pay the $37 in 
gas that had been pumped.

Dec. 28: A 20-year-old Bridgeport, 
Conn. man was arrested at 4:26 p.m. on 

a bench warrant out of the Pleasantville 
Justice Court. The suspect was picked up 
in Greenburgh.

Dec. 29: A subject arrived at 
headquarters to report an identity 
theft at 5:15 p.m. The matter is under 
investigation; no further information was 
made available.

Jan. 2: A 29-year-old man was arrested 
at 12:55 a.m. for driving with a suspended 
license following a traffic stop on Romer 
Avenue.

North Castle Police Department
Dec. 25: Several reports were received 

of a possible suspicious subject dressed 
in all black walking northbound in the 
roadway on Nannyhagen Road. The 
responding officer reported at 11:18 p.m. 
that the woman checked okay and is 
walking home toward Chappaqua.

Dec. 26: An Evergreen Row resident 
reported at 9:35 a.m. that she noticed on 
Dec. 21 that the front license plate was 

missing from her vehicle.

Dec. 26: A Mead Road resident reported 
at 12:18 p.m. that her husband has found 
a small white dog stuck in a storm drain 
near the house. The responding officer 
confirmed the dog was rescued and 
returned to its owner but a summons was 
issued.

Dec. 31: Complainant reported at 
2:26 p.m. finding his 44-year-old brother 
unresponsive and not breathing at his 
Kensico Knoll Place residence. The call 
was successfully transferred to 60 Control.

Dec. 31: Report of an injured deer by 
a loading dock on North Castle Drive at 
5:37 p.m. The complainant stated that the 
deer appears to have been struck by an 
arrow.

Jan. 1: An employee of Fortina on 
Maple Avenue reported at 1:42 a.m. that 
there is a dispute between two customers 
at the location. Officers responded to the 
call; the matter was adjusted.
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Beware the Russian Bear as it Flexes Its Diminishing Might
There are 

many facets of 
wine, primarily 
self-contained 
within the 
expansive wine 
industry. From 
the agricultural 
component, to 

the technological, 
biological and marketing components, 
the wine industry, at least in the United 
States, tends not to cross the line into 
socio-political matters or governmental 
intervention and influence - not to 
any major extent (Federal distribution 
regulations notwithstanding). However, 
this is not always the case in other wine-
producing nations.

Social trends and political intervention 
are exerting increasing influence in 
certain countries. For example, in Russia, 
the demise of the Soviet state and the 
recent international sanctions over the 
annexation of Crimea have altered Russian 
drinking trends and consumption. These 
changes in Russia have affected the 
fortunes of the neighboring wine regions 
that flourished during Communism. 
The reign of Vladimir Putin has also 
introduced new tensions in the area’s wine 
industries.

As I’ve been following the domestic and 
international political state of affairs in 

Russia, I’m noticing a number of political 
influences on wine sales. Here, from the 
perspective of Russian wine consumers, 
are recent developments in the Russian 
wine market.

Good news: Wines from Georgia, 
highly popular in Russia before and after 
Georgian independence, were banned 
in 2008 as the result of 
a war with Russia. Last 
year, trade relations 
resumed and Georgian 
red and white wines from 
the Black Sea area are 
once again available and 
increasing in popularity.

Bad news: Wine 
exports from Moldova 
to Russia flourished during the post-
Soviet era, accounting for 90 percent 
of production of these highly regarded 
wines. Then in 2006 Russia banned all 
Moldovan wine imports. Trade resumed 
a few years later, but last year a new ban 
was imposed. Moldovan winemakers 
began exporting their wines to Western 
Europe; a few trickle to the United States. 
I attended a Wines of Moldova event this 
summer and enjoyed several excellent 
wines.     

Bad news: Sanctions and embargoes 
by Western nations. Begun soon after the 
Crimean annexation, wine imports were 
not widely affected by these measures. 

However, anticipating an ever-growing 
list of goods banned by the West, 
President Putin’s office recently purchased 
over one million bottles of wines from the 
European Union. At least the politicos will 
be able to weather the Western measures 
for a while.     

More bad news: The dramatic drop in 
oil prices, coupled with the 
devaluation of the ruble. 
Those imports still crossing 
the Russian borders are 
becoming more expensive 
by the day. Russians 
enjoy French and Italian 
wines. Escalating prices 
will certainly affect the 
purchasing power of middle 

class Russians.  
Even the wealthy oligarchs are 

affected. Government-created Russian 
oil billionaires are increasingly subject 
to personal and corporate sanctions; 
purchasing fine French and Italian wines 
is increasingly difficult. Although the 
fortunes of a number of these oligarchs 
can be tenuous in today’s political climate: 
enjoying fine wine with President Putin in 
St. Petersburg’s top restaurants one day, 
drinking tap water with fellow exiles in a 
Siberian cafeteria the next.

Good news: Wine consumption has been 
increasing steadily – albeit rather slowly. 
However, one reason for the increase in 

wine consumption is encouragement 
from Moscow. Alcoholism is rampant in 
Russia; to discourage vodka consumption, 
the government has embarked on a 
campaign to encourage citizens to drink 
wine. Steering citizens from 80 proof 
spirits to 14 percent alcohol would 
be considered a triumph in reducing 
alcoholism. We’ll have to wait and see if 
this campaign proves effective.      

Bad news: Retaliation to the sanctions. 
The Russian parliament is considering 
a ban on all French wines. Ironically, 
this could be devastating to Russian 
consumers, who favor French wines; 
nearly 20 percent of Russia’s worldwide 
wine imports are from France. At least 
consumers wouldn’t need to be concerned 
about the rising cost of these wines. 

Is the Sleeping Bear of post-World War 
II now a Bear-gone-wild, intent on flexing 
its muscles in a world torn by turmoil? 
Perhaps, but at least the threat of Bear-
drunkenness is not rampant, not with 
wine consumption in check.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.
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“We Deliver Comfort”

TRATTORIA VIVOLO
Open Daily for lunch and dinner. 
Party facilities.

301 Halstead Ave.
Harrison, New York
(across from Metro North)

“One of the highest rated 
restaurants in Westchester”  
-Zagat 2012 Restaurant Survey

“Robust regional Italian cuisine 
served out of a bustling
vintage diner” 
-White Plains Examiner

Your Host:
Chef-proprietor Dean Vivolo

Reservations: 914-835-6199
www.trattoriavivolo.com

By Nick antonaccio

21 West Stevens Ave.
Hawthorne, NY 10532

Ernest J. Carpentieri ~ Douglas A. Daniels

Tel: 914-769-4404
Fax: 914-769-5306

www.hawthornefuneralhome.com
Serving all faiths ~ Independently owned
Conveniently located on the Taconic State Parkway

Jean MacGillivray

Jean C. MacGillivray of Chappaqua 
died at home on Dec. 28.  

She was 75.
MacGillivray was a loving wife, 

mother, sister and aunt.  She is survived 
by her husband, David; her daughters, 
Pamela and Cynthia MacGillivray, both 
of Chappaqua; her nephew, Geoff, his 
wife, Christi, and their children Matthew 
and Lauren Wallat of Perry, Fla.; and 
her nieces, Rhiannon and Cassidy 
Cappannelli, of Orange, Conn. She was 
predeceased by her parents, Edwin and 
Mildred Carroll, her sisters, Joan Klein 
and Dr. Cynthia Wallat, and her niece, 
Suzanne Cappannelli.

MacGillivray was a proud member of 
the Chappaqua Volunteer Ambulance 
Corps for many years. She retired from 
the admissions office at Westchester 
Community College in 1999. Prior to that 

she worked at Chappaqua Transportation 
and The County Trust Bank.

Visitation was on Jan. 2 at Beecher-
Flooks Funeral Home in Pleasantville. A 
funeral Mass was held on Jan. 3 at 
Church of Saint John and Saint Mary in 
Chappaqua.

 
Lily Munford

Lily Munford, a longtime Pleasantville 
resident, died on Dec. 29. 

She was 90.
Munford was born on Aug. 24, 1924, to 

the late Otto and Luise (nee Rosenberg) 
Zucker in Vienna, Austria. She worked 
as a social worker for the Pleasantville 
Cottage School in Thornwood. 

Munford was predeceased by her 
devoted husband, Robert Torierro, in 
1998. She was also predeceased by her 
loving son, Jonathan Munford, and her 
brother, Hans Zucker, and his wife, Ilona 

Karmel Zucker. She is survived by son 
Stephen and his wife, Theresa Munford, 
her four cherished grandchildren and six 
great-grandchildren.

A memorial wake was held at 
Hawthorne Funeral Home on Dec. 31. 
Interment will be private. 

In lieu of flowers, donations made in 
her name to St. Jude Children's Hospital 
would be appreciated. 

David Murden

David T. Murden of Pleasantville passed 
away on Jan. 1.  

He was 87. 
Murden was born on Sept.  1, 1927, in 

Mount Vernon to Sheldon K. and Viola 
(Taylor) Murden. He was a World War II 
veteran and drummer with the American 
Legion Drum and Bugle Corps in Mount 
Vernon where he met his wife of 63 
years, Ruth (Bicknese) Murden. In 1969, 

Murden moved to Pleasantville where he 
resided and raised his family. He worked as 
a storekeeper at Westchester Community 
College until his retirement. Murden 
enjoyed woodworking and carpentry and 
often built sets and props for the Mount 
Pleasant Community Theatre.

He is survived by his wife, Ruth; 
daughter Carolyn DePalma of Tennessee; 
son Richard (Gabriela) Murden of 
Pleasantville; and grandson Jordan 
DePalma of Vermont. He is predeceased 
by his daughter, Jane Marie, and his sister, 
Jeanne Perry, of Hazlet, N.J.

Visiting hours were on Jan. 4 at 
Beecher Flooks Funeral Home, Inc. in 
Pleasantville. Funeral services were held 
Jan. 5 followed by interment at Kensico 
Cemetery in Valhalla. 

 In lieu of flowers, donations to Rosary 
Hill Home, 600 Linda Ave, Hawthorne, 
N.Y. 10532 would be appreciated.
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William “Bill” Primavera is a NYS Licensed Real 
Estate Salesperson with William Raveis Real
Estate,1820 Commerce Street.,Yorktown Heights,
NY, Office: 914-245-0460. Visit: www.raveis.com.

“The Home Guru”Realtor
BILL PRIMAVERA

R     

Cell: 
914-522-2076

Residential &
CommercialCreated a great listing to

attract prospective buyers . . .

A great communicator and
a trusted advisor through
each step of the process . . .

Clearly dedicated to our goal
of achieving the best price for
our home . . . 

You were engaged and sup-
portive which meant a great
deal to us. Thank you! ”

“

Jeffery and Anthony Simmons
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By Janine Bowen
Fans of the Pleasantville Music Festival 

have a new opportunity to help make the 
event possible this year, in exchange for 
some unique and exclusive perks. 

Festival organizers launched a 
fundraising effort on the website 
Kickstarter last month, and in just a few 
weeks have raised about $2,500 of their 
$5,000 goal. Money raised is intended 
to show artists that the festival has an 
eager and excited following and help 
organizers acquire sponsors and book 
big-name talent now, while musicians 
are scheduling their upcoming summer 
tours. 

“We wanted to pick a goal that was 
reasonably attainable and what we would 
like to do is try to exceed that goal if we 
can,” said Matthew Finkelstein, a music 
festival volunteer.

The Kickstarter campaign continues 
until Jan. 30. 

Finkelstein explained that donors 
will have access to tickets at the deepest 
discount that will be offered between 
now and the event on July 11. A $35 
contribution will get the buyer one adult 
ticket to the 2015 Pleasantville Music 
Festival while a $70 contribution will 
ensure access to two tickets. 

“If you know you want to go, now 
is the time to support the festival,”  

Finkelstein said. 
While $35 is the minimum contribution 

needed to secure tickets, there are various 
levels of donations that can be made, each 
with its own perks. Fans can donate as 
little as $5, which will get you a high five 
from a festival organizer , or as much as 
$5,000, which garners 10 adult tickets, two 
backstage passes, a meet-and-greet with 
one of the featured bands, an exclusive 
poster signed by performers and festival 
merchandise. 

For contributors who want to stay out 
of the sun during the summer festival, 
the first five people to make a donation of 
$450 can get prime access to the first row 
of Tent City, along with four adult tickets 
and a $50 food voucher. 

Finkelstein explained that this option 
will not only allow organizers to better 
manage the popular Tent City feature, 
which is typically handled on a first-come, 
first-served basis, but will give exclusive 
privileges to those who help make the 
festival possible.  

“One of the things that Kickstarter has 
allowed us to do is to say that you folks out 
there that always want to make sure you 
get a great Tent City spot, if you help back 
the festival early, you’re going to reap the 
benefits of giving us more resources and 
you’ll get a great spot to view it from,” he 
said. 

Anybody wishing to contribute 
to the Pleasantville Music Festival 
Kickstarter campaign can do so 
through www.kickstarter.com/

projects/671696045/2015-pleasantville-
music-festival or through the 
festival’s official website at www.
PleasantvilleMusicFestival.com. 

P’ville Music Fest Fundraising Effort Halfway to Goal

Visit our office and showroom 
Or we will BRING the showroom to you! 

• ROOFING
• WINDOWS
• SIDING
• DOORS
• DECKS
• SEAMLESS
  GUTTERS
• LEADERS
• REPAIRS

the iron horse Grill in Pleasantville will be closed through Feb. 8 to complete interior renovations at 
the popular Wheeler Avenue restaurant at the Metro-North train station. the plan is to re-open on 
Monday, Feb. 9 and be ready to host the full complement of  diners for Valentine’s Day.

Closed for Renovations
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The Worst Things to Say to a Suffering Loved One

Doris Finch Watson Made North Castle a Better Place

In this month’s 
issue of Psychology 
Today, Dr. Andrea 
Bonior, author of 
"The Friendship 
Fix," describes the 
worst things to say 
to a friend who is 
suffering. These 
platitudes, she says, 

may make matters 
worse even though 

the urge to use them may be strong. 
The same applies to when we are talking 

to our children. If you are mindful about 
what you say you are less likely to confuse 
or anger your loved ones and more likely 
to be helpful, as intended. Here are four 
things to avoid saying to friends or 
children and suggestions for what to say 
instead.  

“I know how you feel.” Whether 
you are talking to a friend or a child, be 
careful to avoid turning someone else’s 
problem into a chance to talk about 
yourself. Even if you’ve been through 
similar circumstances, other factors 
are at play that makes how you felt and 
coped different from how another person 
might. Age, psychological characteristics, 
situational characteristics and a host 
of other variables can affect how each 
individual handles struggles.  It’s great 
to empathize and relate to other people’s 
challenges, but validate their feelings 
before assuming you know exactly how 
they feel.  

“This is God’s plan.” This remark can 

be confusing for some and infuriating 
for many. Children in particular may 
not understand why exactly God would 
plan for them to bear such adverse 
circumstances and to feel so helpless and 
sad. If these beliefs bring a friend peace, 
allow her to share that with you, but avoid 

offering it up on your own. You might 
come off like you think you’ve got fate all 
figured out.  

“If you need anything, give me a call.” 
Don’t put the burden on the sufferer to 
come to you for help. This line offers a 
friend a vague promise of help, but you 
are better off offering tangible help, for 
example, asking if she’d like you to pick up 
her kids up after school or to do some food 
shopping for her. When it comes to your 
own children, don’t wait for them to come 
to you if you know something is going on. 
Talk to them about what they need from 
you. This is especially important if you 
are a parent who does not live with your 
children.  

“…” Saying nothing at all can be the 
worst thing you can do to a friend or a 
child who is dealing with adversity. People 
are often scared of saying the wrong thing 
and, especially when it comes to subjects 
like dating and sex, parents can be afraid 

of handling a subject all wrong. Saying 
nothing, however, can be painful and 
leave children feeling confused and left 
alone to jump to their own conclusions. 
Don’t wait for them to come to you. When 
in doubt ask questions and let your loved 
one explain their feelings to you.  

Dr. Jaime Black is a licensed psychologist 
practicing in Westchester and New York 
City. Jaime works with high-functioning 
individuals on the autism spectrum, doing 
psychotherapy, conducting evaluations, 
and facilitating various socialization 
groups including an improv social skills 
group. Visit  www.spectrumservicesnyc.
com, e-mail  JaimeBlackPsyD@gmail.com.

For those who love history, it may seem 
astounding that for so long the mere 
mention of the word provoked yawns and 
bored stares from generations of students 
and even some adults.

Maybe it was the way history was 
taught in school years ago, with the 
memorization of dates placed high on the 
list of importance.

Fortunately, over time that has changed. 
Whether it was the nation’s bicentennial 
in 1976, the emergence of filmmaker 
Ken Burns who lifted the presentation of 
history through his documentaries into an 
art form or new resources via technology, 
such as ancestry.com, interest in the past 
has seemingly been on the upswing.

Just about every municipality either has 
a historian or elders who are relied upon as 
a valuable resource. In North Castle, there 
was no better resource to have than Doris 
Finch Watson, or Dorrie as most referred 
to her and as she preferred to be called. 

Watson, the town historian since 1993, 
passed away last week in her sleep at 91.

It was more than the fact that her roots 
in the area can be traced back for over 
three centuries, a descendant of Samuel 

Banks, one of the founders of the town. 
It was that she also cared so much about 
what was happening today and what 
would occur tomorrow in North Castle, 
without forgetting about yesterday.

In a five-minute video e-mailed this 
week by town resident Sam Morell, 
Watson offered some of her thoughts on 
the town, her own remembrances and why 
she believed history is so critical.

“I think it’s important because we learn 
from the past to do things, hopefully right 
in the future,” she said.

In a time when so many people are 
so busy and some communities beg for 
volunteers, Watson’s list of contributions 
to the town as a volunteer and a resident 
are incredibly expansive. Perhaps she 
is most associated with being the town 
historian, having helped form the North 
Castle Historical Society and being a 
driving force in having several buildings 
preserved--the East Middle Patent 
Schoolhouse, the Brundage Blacksmith 
Shop and the Quaker Meeting House.

But she also made so many other 
indelible contributions such as raising 
money so the Banksville Fire Department 

could buy a piece of land to expand its 
facility.

For those who had an opportunity to 
speak with her, one of the most lasting 
impressions is that she was such a classy 
lady without ever being aloof. You made 
sure to do your best to enunciate properly, 
almost like crossing paths years later 
with a sweet old teacher that you had in 
elementary school--but in a special, non-
threatening way.

With all of her accomplishments, there 
was one piece of unfinished business 
that eluded Watson and the town. That 
is saving the deteriorating Miller House/
Washington’s Headquarters in North 
White Plains. It hasn’t been from a lack of 
effort on the town’s part or from so many 
residents, but one of those unfortunate, 
never-ending bureaucratic entanglements.

Dorrie did so much for the town over 
her 91 years. Hopefully, sometime soon, 
everyone who has been involved with the 
Miller House--and that includes county 
officials in White Plains--can make sure 
the house is saved for generations to come. 
That would be the best tribute to Watson 
and her legacy.

We invite readers to share their 
thoughts by sending letters to the editor.  

Please limit comments to 250 words. 
We will do our best to print all letters, 
but are limited by space constraints. 

Letters are subject to editing and may 
be withheld from publication on the 

discretion of the editor. Please refrain 
from personal attacks. Email letters to  
mwilbur@theexaminernews.com. The 

Examiner requires that all letter writers 
provide their name, address and contact 

information.

Letters Policy

Parenting 
Pep Talk

By Dr.  Jaime Fleckner 
Black



11January 6 - January 12, 2015www.TheExaminerNews.com

By Martin Wilbur
Daniel Blum grew up in a family of 

doctors and nurses but it wasn't until he 
witnessed a real-life drama unfold before 
him that he knew he wanted to work in 
health care.

When he was 14 years old, Blum 
witnessed an EMS crew work feverishly 
on a man who was stricken with a medical 
emergency on a Manhattan street not far 
from where he grew up. That experience 
didn't motivate him to make medical 
school a goal.

"I saw a paramedic come up and 
basically try and save this man's life," Blum 
recalled. "I think that did it. I wanted to 
become a paramedic."

By 1987, that chance experience as 
a teenager helped him realize his first 
career goal, working for New York City 
Emergency Medical Services. He would 
also become a paramedic instructor.

Last month, Blum, 48, a Chappaqua 
resident, took his most recent career step. 
He became president at Phelps Memorial 
Hospital replacing Keith Safian who 

recently stepped down after 25 years at 
the helm. The hospital's board of directors 
had appointed Blum to the post earlier in 
the fall, effective Dec. 1, promoting him 
from senior vice president, a position that 
he held for just over five years.

With the title change comes the 
enormous responsibility of being the 
person in charge of a 238-bed hospital 
with some 1,700 employees, including 
about 500 medical staff members. As 
senior vice president, Blum developed 
Phelps Medical Associates, the hospital’s 
multispecialty medical group, as well as the 
hospital’s strategic plans and overseeing 
its clinical and ancillary services. 

But with the ever-evolving state of 
health care, Blum is being asked to call 
upon all of his 25-plus years experience in 
the field to help move Phelps forward.

"This job is dramatically different and 
it's dramatically different not just because 
it's a change of title," he said.

One of two immediate tasks he faces is to 
make sure that Phelps' ongoing transition 
into the North Shore-LIJ Health System is 

successfully completed. Within the past 
year or two, it has become increasingly 
common for hospitals throughout 
the region to look for efficiencies and 
savings and delivering improved care by 
entering new partnerships and health care 
systems, Blum said. Phelps is no different 
as the need to become more creative in 
delivering those services less expensively 
but with equal or better quality has never 
been greater.

A second mission is completing the 
integration of the hospital's new Surgical 
Services Center. Blum said while he 
worked on that  project as vice president, 
which brings larger state-of-the-art rooms 
to help better serve the public, it was 
the most time-consuming task since he 
arrived at Phelps.

Regardless of how services are delivered, 
there's an overriding mission for anyone 
who works in health care, he said.

"The safety and quality of care," said 
Blum, who lives with his wife, who is 
a nurse, and their children. "I think if 

I could make sure of one thing I could 
provide our patients,  protecting the safety 
and quality of care is the biggest thing that 
we provide."

Blum, who earned a bachelor's degree 
in philosophy at NYU, went to the 
university's Robert F. Wagner Graduate 
School of Public Service for his master's 
in health care administration.

While still in college he enrolled in the 
city's paramedics program, and continued 
to work as a paramedic for years.

In the mid 1990s, Blum was presented 
with his first opportunity to enter hospital 
administration. A position opened up 
at St. Vincent's Hospital in Greenwich 
Village for an overnight administrator, at 
the time with about 800 beds.

That experience enabled Blum to move 
on and become vice president at Stellaris 
Health Network, then vice president of 
White Plains Hospital. During his various 
administration positions, Blum became 
keenly aware about the need to balance 
quality health care and economics.

During his time at Phelps, Blum has also 
served as collaborating administrative 
executive on Phelps’ Graduate Medical 
Education Committee and as chairman 
of the board of the hospital’s child care 
center.

Although his days as a working 
paramedic are behind him, Blum still 
serves the public and helps people in time 
of need.

"I still find there are ways to do that and 
give back," he said.
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By Martin Wilbur
When Rose Virgilio started volunteering 

for several local groups and organizations, 
she was in search of something positive to 
pass the time.

It was shortly after the death of her 
husband, Vito, 13 years ago that Virgilio 
first joined the Mount Pleasant Seniors, 
attending an exercise program. It was there 
that she became acquainted with other 
community members who were involved 
with various local organizations and 
efforts.

“Since (my husband) died, I got involved 
with the seniors. I started out doing 
exercises in there and then I joined the 
club, and then you get to meet people and 
they asked me if I would want to join the 
American Legion Auxiliary, if I would like 
to join the Italian-American Club, “ Vigilio 
said. “That’s how it all started. I started 
with them and then I saw the things that 
had to be done.”

Within a relatively short period of 
time, Virgilio would not only become an 
active member of the Seniors, the Italian-
American Club and American Legion 
Ladies Auxiliary Post 1574, but eventually 

serve as the latter organization’s president, 
chairing fundraisers for all three and 
helping to spearhead care package drives 
for the troops aboard. She currently serves 
as the vice president of the post’s American 
Legion Auxiliary.

Later on, she became closely involved 
with raising funds for the Wounded 
Warrior Project after her son-in-law’s niece 
lost an eye while serving in Afghanistan. 
Virgilio also collects clothing for veterans 
at the Montrose VA.

“To me, I wish I could do more,” she 
said. “I watch TV and I see something with 
these Wounded Warriors. I have to turn it 
off. It just gets to me.”

On Dec. 5, Virgilio, 86, was one of 46 
seniors from across the county who were 
inducted into the Westchester Senior 
Citizens Hall of Fame, having been 
nominated by Mount Pleasant Seniors 
President Fred Pucarelli. A handful of  
the inductees, including Virgilio, were 
honored with a special recognition for 
outstanding service. 

She said she was touched by the honor, 
but had a little trouble sleeping when 
trying to figure out what she was going to 

say at the special luncheon that was held 
about three weeks ago. Virgilio also had 
a little trouble accepting what all the fuss 
was about her efforts.

“I love it, I just love it,” Virgilio said 
of her community service, particularly 
helping the troops and veterans. “Heart-
wrenching but I love it. It’s very gratifying, 
that’s why. Recently, my friends told me 
you’re silly, you deserve it. I don’t think 
I deserve all this hullabaloo because it’s 
something that I would do.”

Prior to her volunteering, Virgilio, a 
retired floral designer, would spend time 
with her husband and family, having 
traveled extensively all over the world. 
Raised on Manhattan’s 110th Street, she 
married Vito, eventually the owner of three 
appliance stores in Connecticut, when 
she was 21.They moved to Westchester 
in 1958, settling in Valhalla to raise their 
three children. In 2004, she moved to 
Foxwood Condominiums in Pleasantville 

after she sold the house. 
Virgilio was a stay-at-home mom until 

her children grew up. Then she enrolled 
in floral design courses at Westchester 
Community College, something she 
always wanted to do but never pursued. 
After completing the courses, she was 
briefly self-employed before working for a 
florist in Port Chester, a job that she loved.

“I think when you have to work it’s 
harder for you,” she said. “When you 
don’t have to and you go, I think it’s more 
enjoyable.”

When Virgilio isn’t volunteering, she 
spends time with a group of friends who 
go to dinner or the movies each week, and, 
of course, visits and stays in regular contact 
with her seven grandchildren, who are 
now grown. She laughs at how she recently 
learned how to text, not something that 
she’s comfortable with, but it  helps her to 
keep up with how they are doing. Four live 
in Westchester, the others in Connecticut.

Virgilio said she’ll continue to volunteer 
in all of her capacities as long as she 
remains in good health. Friends and family 
have urged her to travel again, which she 
hasn’t done much since her husband 
passed away. She said she’s happy serving 
her community and spending time with 
friends, children and grandchildren.

“I feel so lucky, really,” Virgilio said. 
“Between good health that God has given 
me and when you’ve got seven young 
people who are all good, that’s such an 
accomplishment. I’m proud of them.”

know your
Neighbor

Rose Virgilio
Community Volunteer, Pleasantville
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It was shortly after the death of her 
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first joined the Mount Pleasant Seniors, 
attending an exercise program. It was there 
that she became acquainted with other 
community members who were involved 
with various local organizations and 
efforts.

“Since (my husband) died, I got involved 
with the seniors. I started out doing 
exercises in there and then I joined the 
club, and then you get to meet people and 
they asked me if I would want to join the 
American Legion Auxiliary, if I would like 
to join the Italian-American Club, “ Vigilio 
said. “That’s how it all started. I started 
with them and then I saw the things that 
had to be done.”

Within a relatively short period of 
time, Virgilio would not only become an 
active member of the Seniors, the Italian-
American Club and American Legion 
Ladies Auxiliary Post 1574, but eventually 

serve as the latter organization’s president, 
chairing fundraisers for all three and 
helping to spearhead care package drives 
for the troops aboard. She currently serves 
as the vice president of the post’s American 
Legion Auxiliary.

Later on, she became closely involved 
with raising funds for the Wounded 
Warrior Project after her son-in-law’s niece 
lost an eye while serving in Afghanistan. 
Virgilio also collects clothing for veterans 
at the Montrose VA.

“To me, I wish I could do more,” she 
said. “I watch TV and I see something with 
these Wounded Warriors. I have to turn it 
off. It just gets to me.”

On Dec. 5, Virgilio, 86, was one of 46 
seniors from across the county who were 
inducted into the Westchester Senior 
Citizens Hall of Fame, having been 
nominated by Mount Pleasant Seniors 
President Fred Pucarelli. A handful of  
the inductees, including Virgilio, were 
honored with a special recognition for 
outstanding service. 

She said she was touched by the honor, 
but had a little trouble sleeping when 
trying to figure out what she was going to 

say at the special luncheon that was held 
about three weeks ago. Virgilio also had 
a little trouble accepting what all the fuss 
was about her efforts.

“I love it, I just love it,” Virgilio said 
of her community service, particularly 
helping the troops and veterans. “Heart-
wrenching but I love it. It’s very gratifying, 
that’s why. Recently, my friends told me 
you’re silly, you deserve it. I don’t think 
I deserve all this hullabaloo because it’s 
something that I would do.”
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married Vito, eventually the owner of three 
appliance stores in Connecticut, when 
she was 21.They moved to Westchester 
in 1958, settling in Valhalla to raise their 
three children. In 2004, she moved to 
Foxwood Condominiums in Pleasantville 

after she sold the house. 
Virgilio was a stay-at-home mom until 
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in floral design courses at Westchester 
Community College, something she 
always wanted to do but never pursued. 
After completing the courses, she was 
briefly self-employed before working for a 
florist in Port Chester, a job that she loved.

“I think when you have to work it’s 
harder for you,” she said. “When you 
don’t have to and you go, I think it’s more 
enjoyable.”

When Virgilio isn’t volunteering, she 
spends time with a group of friends who 
go to dinner or the movies each week, and, 
of course, visits and stays in regular contact 
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now grown. She laughs at how she recently 
learned how to text, not something that 
she’s comfortable with, but it  helps her to 
keep up with how they are doing. Four live 
in Westchester, the others in Connecticut.
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remains in good health. Friends and family 
have urged her to travel again, which she 
hasn’t done much since her husband 
passed away. She said she’s happy serving 
her community and spending time with 
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me and when you’ve got seven young 
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Westchester’s Creative Chefs
Chris Hettinger, Cellar 49, Tarrytown 

Creative, Appetite-whetting Dishes to Savor in Tarrytown 

By Jerry Eimbinder
Chef de Cuisine Chris 

Hettinger  oversees the food operations 
at Cellar 49, a restaurant located on  the 
Tarrytown House Estate. 

Cellar 49 occupies the cellar of the 
historic Biddle Mansion, the former home 
of heiress and philanthropist Mary Lillian 
Duke Biddle whose family’s American 
Tobacco Company dominated the tobacco 
industry for many years.

Hettinger, a Mahopac resident who 
graduated from the Culinary Institute of 
America in Hyde Park in 1996,  joined the 
estate’s staff in 1997 as a  breakfast cook, 
and after several promotions, was named 
executive chef in 2009.  

He favors the use of Hudson Valley and 
mid-Atlantic meat, fish and produce and 
his preference for local, sustainable and 
organic sources extends to locally caught 
seafood. 

Below is the recipe for his Oscar’s 
smoked pork chop is shown below (Two 
servings).

1. Ingredients for cheese grits
½ cup coarse-grind yellow or  

white grits
1-½ cup water
½ cup heavy cream
¼ pound aged cheddar cheese, shredded
¼ pound parmesan cheese, grated
2 Tbsp. butter
2 Tbsp. fresh Herbs, chopped (thyme, 

rosemary, chives, parsley)
Salt and pepper to taste
2. Ingredients for Swiss chard
1 bunch Swiss chard
2 Tbsp. cider vinegar
1 tsp. sugar
1 tsp. butter
2 cloves garlic, minced
Salt and pepper to taste
3. Ingredients for chops
2 each. Oscar’s smoked pork chop (1-¼ 

inch thick)
2 Tbsp. Peach preserves
Instructions for Swiss chard
Add one gallon of water, the cider 

vinegar, the sugar and salt and pepper 
to a sauce pot. Bring to a boil. Trim 

away any heavy stem and wilted pieces 
of leaves from the Swiss chard.  Rough 
chop the chard into bite-size pieces and 
rinse in cold water to remove any dirt 
or sand. Add the cleaned Swiss chard to 
the boiling water/vinegar/sugar mixture 
and simmer for two minutes. Remove 
the chard from the water using a strainer 
and put in a bowl of ice water to stop the 
cooking process. Strain out the ice water 
and reserve the Swiss chard.

Instructions for grits
Bring 1½ cups water and ½ cup cream 

to a boil. Add the grits in a stream to 
the boiling liquid while stirring. Lower 
the heat to medium and cook grits until 
done. (Refer to the package information 

on cooking time as this may vary from 
brand to brand.) Add the cheeses, butter 
and herbs until fully incorporated. Season 
with salt and pepper. Keep warm.

Instructions for chops
Heat your grill until the grates are very 

hot. Place the chops on the grill and cook 
for four minutes. Rotate the chops 90 
degrees and continue cooking for another 
four minutes. Flip the chops over and 
lower the grill temperature to medium. 
Spread the peach preserves on the cooked 
side of the chops. Continue to cook the 
chops until cooked all the way through 
about six to eight minutes. 

Note: The smoked chop is a cooked 
product. The grilling of the chop is really 
the heating of it through and adding the 
grill marks for flavor.

Plating instructions
While the chop is grilling, melt the 

butter in a sauté pan until bubbling. Add 
the garlic and sauté until fragrant. Add the 
Swiss chard and cook until hot and slightly 
wilted (about four minutes). Season with 
salt and pepper. On two separate plates, 
add the reserved grits in the center. Place 
the Swiss chard on top follow by the chop. 
Serve.

Cellar 49 is located at  the 26-acre 
Tarrytown House Estate & Conference 
Center,  49 E. Sunnyside Lane in 
Tarrytown. 1-800-553-8118 or visit www.
tarrytownhouseestate.com.

•Bistro 12.  Grilled octopus on top 
of escarole. Octopus is grilled for 20 
seconds. Prepared with oil and golden 
garlic. Served as an appetizer or entrée. 

•Bistro Z. Chilean sea bass with diced 
fennel, butternut squash and purple 
potato.

•Cooper’s Mill.  Hudson Valley apple-
brined Berkshire pork chop, roasted 
apple, spicy apple chutney, asparagus.

•Demeter’s Tavern. Roast beef,  sliced 
ultra thin, piled high and served hot. This 
is not your ordinary roast beef sandwich. 
With cheese,  onions and hot or sweet 
peppers.

•Equus. Lobster and cauliflower salad. 
Truffle vinaigrette dressing (shallot, leeks, 
truffle oil/juice, champagne vinegar, grape 
seed oil). A gluten-free option, minus the 
lobster, is also available.

•Horsefeathers. Flounder or shrimp 
stuffed with Maryland blue crab.

•Lefteris Gyro.  Aegean platter: 
Moussaka, pastitsio, spinach pie and gyro, 
Served with dinner Greek salad, pita 
bread and choice of French fries or rice.

•Little B’s.  Bratwurst and half-bacon 

sliders are smoked in-house. The bratwurst 
is served with sauerkraut (cooked down 
with stout beer), cheese sauce, red onion, 
pickles, baconaisse spread and house’s 
chipotle ketchup.

•Mr. Nick’s.  Chicken Rollatini with 
broccoli rabe, roasted peppers, fresh 
mozzarella, marsala sauce.

•Osaka Japanese Steakhouse and 
Sushi. Sushi bar and hibachi.

•RiverMarket Bar & Kitchen.  Maine 
mussels in spicy lobster bisque with 
toasted Italian county bread for soaking 
up the leftover bisque.

•Ruth’s  Chris Steak House.  “Classic 
Dinner” entrée: Combination of Chilean 
sea bass, veal rib chop and choice of rib 
eye steak or filet.

• SB&G. A restaurant name change and 
a new menu  will be introduced in early 
January, 2015.

•Silver Tips Tea Room. Egg Souchong 
sandwich. Hard-boiled eggs are marinated 
in Lapsang Souchong tea, which is a 
smoky black tea, mashed and blended 
with seasonings, including mustard and 
chives to create the egg salad. Available 
as a toasted tea sandwich but not toasted 
as part of an afternoon tea service. Closes 
at 5 p.m. on weekdays and 6 p.m. Friday 
through Sunday.

•Sunset Cove.  Monkfish medallions. 
Capers, plum tomato, roasted garlic and 
artichoke over couscous.

•Sushi Thai. Roasted Chilean sea bass 
with three very different sauces: green 
Wasabi, the most popular (lightly spiced), 

spicy mayo (hot) and eel (sweet, plum-
color).

•Swagat.  Chicken Madras. Chicken 
cooked with roasted coconut, mustard 
seed and hot chili pepper.

•Sweet Grass Grill.  Roasted Asian 
jackfruit, mashed potato, lentil, carrot, 
mushroom.

•Tarry Tavern.  Profiterole of escargot 
filled with garlic potato purée and a 
parsley Beurre blanc. (Uses  the classic 
Pate à choux dough from which éclairs 
are made.)

• The Taco Project. Mexican takeout.
•The Tapp. Fig and prosciutto pizza. Red 

onion, fig goat  cheese, mozzarella, black 
sesame seeds.

•Twisted Oak.  Chatham cod 
rubbed with pastrami spice. Ribbons 
of braised  red cabbage, pumpernickel 
pain perdu, melted Gruyère cheese 
and Thousand Island dressing.

Tarrytown also has two popular 
diners: Bella’s, which closes at 8 p.m. on 
weeknights and 5 p.m. on Saturday and 
Sunday, and Eldorado West open 24/7.

oscar’s smoked pork chop served at cellar 49.

lobster and cauliflower salad with truffle 
vinaigrette dressing is served at equus.
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Beauty of Cut Flowers as Part of Décor Lifts Spirits as Well
Ever since our first year of marriage, 

there’s always been something special to 
my wife and me about adding fresh cut 
flowers to our home decorating scheme. 
To this day, mostly every week when I 
stop off at A&P to pick up my copy of The 
Examiner, I look for the special bargains in 
the flower section.  

If I hadn’t become a reporter, then a PR 
guy and realtor, I know I would have been 
perfectly happy as a florist because I love 
coming home, choosing one of the many 
vases we keep under the sink and making 
a new and large floral arrangement, 
challenging myself to have each one look 
very different from any I’ve made before. 
Then I place it in the center of our kitchen 
island that has an overhead light that 
beams down directly on it where it will be 
sure to catch my wife’s attention when she 
returns home from work.

What is it, I wondered, beyond their 
beauty, that makes fresh flowers so much a 
desirable part of our interior décor?  

I remembered reading about a study 
that answered this question.

Sponsored by the Society of American 
Florists and conducted by Dr. Nancy 
Etcoff of Massachusetts General Hospital 
and Harvard Medical School, that study 
considered the immediate effects flowers 
have on mood in comparison to a generic 
piece of home décor over a period of a 
week. Those who lived with fresh cut 

flowers during that period felt 
an increase in compassion and 
kindness and felt less negative. 
They most frequently placed 
flowers in their kitchen (our 
favorite spot), dining room 
and living room where they 
spend most of their time at 
home. It was also found that 
having flowers at home had a 
positive carryover impact on 
their mood at work.  

Presenting flowers at home 
doesn’t seem to hurt in the 
romance department either. 
According to a 2012 study 
reported in the Journal of 
Social Psychology, men who 
sought to engage women 
(vernacularly speaking, pick 
them up) in a shopping mall 
scored more successfully near a flower 
shop than they did near a cake shop or shoe 
store. Flowers are proven scientifically to 
convey emotion, from our early prom date 
to that final funereal spray.

I especially enjoy the  creative “hunt” 
aspect to decorating with flowers when I 
come across special “buys” that look exotic 
-- beyond the roses, carnations, daisies 
and mums that you would expect to find 
-- perhaps a variety of lily that I might 
never have seen before, laden with buds 
that haven’t quite opened, full of promise 

for the beauty that awaits me 
in the days ahead.

We take special delight in 
using unusual conveyances for 
the flowers. We don’t settle for 
just ordinary vases, but look 
for other vessels not normally 
considered for flowers such 
as antique pitchers, mixing 
bowls, canisters and vintage 
milk bottles.

Throughout the seasons, 
I like to add color, sticking 
to the yellows and pinks 
of spring, the oranges and 
purples of fall and the reds, 
greens and whites of winter, 
all etherealized with lots of 
baby’s breath, which I always 
use as the finishing halo to 
most arrangements I do.  

There are times when I’m feeling 
particularly elaborate, such as this past 
holiday season when I found bargain 
bunches of flowers as cheaply as $4.99 and 
bought a dozen of them for a massive and 
thick Christmas display. I followed that 
up during New Year’s week with one that 
was quite delicate, open and loose, with 
generous spacing between stems, standing 
straight with the use of a frog at the bottom 
of the container.

By the way, my favorite trick for having 
tulips stand straight as a stick in the vase in 

spring -- and I was surprised when I had a 
co-worker who didn’t know about it -- was 
to place a few pennies in the bottom of the 
vase. The copper in the pennies make them 
stand straight…but look for older pennies 
which have more copper in them.

I’ve just purchased a condo where I have 
a Juliete balcony high above ground level 
with no way to just swing open the doors 
and step outside to enjoy a flower garden. 
But I have a fabulous idea to have fresh 
flowers indoors all year long. I’m taking 
an antique iron urn from the garden of my 
country home and placing it just inside 
my balcony windows and, from spring 
through fall, I will plant a profusion of 
geraniums in it. During winter, I will fill 
it with a large bowl of fresh cut flowers. It 
will be my way of always having the color 
and mood-lifting energy of fresh flowers 
indoors all year long.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester www.PrimaveraPR.
com), specializing in lifestyles, real estate 
and development. His real estate site is: 
www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com”www.
PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his blog  
is: www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To engage 
the services of Bill Primavera and his team  
to market your home for sale, call  
914-522-2076.
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Each New Year’s I gaze into my crystal 
ball (I really have one, but let’s be real 
here) to predict what will happen in 
terms of real estate market conditions 
and trends for the year ahead.

I do it quite jauntily for two reasons. 
For one thing, I cheat and look at the crib 
sheets of what various housing industry 
experts have to say; then, at the end of 
the year if I’m found to be way off in 
my predictions, I can blame them. Also, 
I figure, you’ll probably forget what I 
say a full year from now. Even I can’t 
remember what I said this time last year.

Actually, many times I take a different 
position from what the experts say 
anyway, mainly because they speak 
globally and I speak locally, especially 
in terms of buying and selling forecasts. 
The New York metropolitan region 
is a different animal from, let’s say, 
the Midwest and the West Coast, and 
certainly New York City is as different 
from our glorious Hudson Valley as it 
can be as well.

And then, there are two totally 
unscientific factors I add to the mix: my 
gut feeling and my cell phone. Does my 
gut tell me things will be better or worse? 
And, is my cell phone ringing with 
people calling to ask me to come and 
list their homes in greater number? Let 
me tell you, what I’ve heard ringing just 
before and after Christmas are not sleigh 

bells!
Mix all these factors 

together as we gather to sing 
“Auld Lang Syne,” and here’s 
what to expect in the year 
ahead.

The value of your home 
will continue to increase. The 
experts say ever so slowly, like 
this year, but did they fail to 
consider the news announced 
last week that in the last 
quarter our overall economy 
grew at its fastest rate in over 
a decade? I believe that augurs 
well for what we can expect 
for the 2015 housing market. 
Especially in the metropolitan 
area, I believe we’ll see a gain 
of at least 5 to 6 percent in the value of 
our homes. Maybe that isn’t the rapid 
appreciation we rhapsodized about 
in 2013 as a kickback from the Great 
Recession, but it’s pretty good as we 
move out of the rapid recovery phase to 
the “new normal” of the housing market.

Finally, credit will loosen a bit, making 
it easier for first-time buyers to enter the 
market. As more homes come on the 
market, buyers will have more choices, 
sellers will face more competitive 
pressure and that will create a more 
balanced market for everyone. Oh, yes, 
and mortgage rates will rise, according 

to the Mortgage Bankers 
Association, to 5 percent, by 
the end of 2015.

Those who observe national 
trends say that builders will 
shift to building less expensive 
homes, concentrating in such 
states as Texas, Georgia and 
Florida where there is still a 
lot of buildable land. However, 
in our area, with land as scarce 
as it is, I predict that the price 
of new homes will continue 
to escalate and more people 
will continue to upgrade older 
homes. As the year progresses, 
foreclosures basically will go 
away.

Let’s now consider what 
will be trending in home improvement 
jobs in 2015. The various sites that track 
the home improvement business seem 
to disagree about which jobs are most 
important to homeowners and which 
pull the most interest. But let’s face it. 
When homeowners invest in home 
improvement, they do it not only for 
pride of ownership, but also because 
they hope someday they’ll get payback 
when it comes time to sell. So I suspect 
that they’ll be investing in those things 
that give the biggest bang for the buck in 
terms of recouping expenditure. 

Top on the list is a new front door, 

which recoups 96.6 percent of its cost. 
In descending order, we’ll be investing 
in new decks or patios (recoups 87 
percent of the cost); adding space or 
converting attics into living space (an 84 
percent recoup); replacing windows (79 
percent); replacing siding (78 percent); 
basement remodeling (78 percent) or 
redoing the bathroom (some sources say 
it recoups as much as 100 percent of the 
cost); and a major kitchen remodel (over 
90 percent). Of course landscaping will 
be very big in 2015 with over 100 percent 
recouped because curb appeal becomes 
very important as we run faster to keep 
up with the Joneses. 

Happy New Year, all, and take heart 
about the year ahead. Keep your eye on 
this column for encouraging news about 
your home’s value and market conditions 
as 2015 unfolds.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.
com), specializing in lifestyles, real estate 
and development. His real estate site is: 
www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his 
blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To 
engage the services of Bill Primavera and 
his team to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

Predictions on the Real Estate Market and Trends for 2015

The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average began 2014 at 16,44. 
Stocks, and that average, 
then proceeded to decline 
for several of the subsequent 
trading days, darkening 
the holiday spirits of many 
investors who likely took the 
decline as a portent of the rest 
of the year.

Surprise! This month, 
the Dow Jones Industrial 
Average hovered at about 
17,500, an increase of roughly 7 percent 
for the year, so far, that few forecast, 
particularly after the approximate 25 
percent gain in this index in 2013. Last 
week it closed above 18,000 for the first 
time.

What a year it has been! Quite a roller 
coaster ride – and a tough year for 
those so-called market-timers, intrepid 
investors trying to base investment 
decisions on immediate activity.

October was a good example of 
the volatility. One day the market, as 
measured by the Dow, dropped by some 
300 points and another day it rallied by 

about 275. As one analyst 
said, the sharp moves left 
investors “scratching their 
heads.”

There certainly was 
considerable news to 
cause worry. Ukraine and 
Russia. Ebola. Interest rates. 
China and Hong Kong. 
Recession in Japan. There 
even are concerns that oil 
prices might be too low to 
support increased domestic 

production. (Crude oil dipped below 
$60 per barrel on Dec. 12.)

Despite these concerns, I continue 
to believe the overall trend remains 
upward, although along the way we 
will likely continue to see dips in stock 
prices that at times may test the nerve 
of long-term investors. Keep the antacid 
tablets handy, market-timers.

Clearly, the economy is improving. 
Longtime oil industry analyst Daniel 
Yergin has predicted, for example, that 
global economic output would increase 
by .4 percent with oil prices remaining 
under $80 per barrel. Now oil is below 

$60, a five-year low.
Employment, as well, is showing 

sharp improvement with the U.S. 
economy adding about 321,000 jobs in 
November alone, the biggest monthly 
jump in about three years. Other 
positive signs include a slowing of 
health care spending, increased federal 
tax receipts and a federal budget deficit 
below its 40-year average as measured 
against the economy.

The sharply improved jobs report does 
cause a modicum of concern if similar 
results are reported for December 
and January. The 
Federal Reserve could 
easily view the good 
news as the push to 
increase interest rates 
sooner than we might 
otherwise expect. That 
potential is cause for uncertainty, which 
is rarely in favor with investors.

Nevertheless, the stronger job market 
coupled with lower gasoline prices 
means consumers will have more money 
to spend. The hope is that will generate 
more revenue for corporate America – 

with a resulting boost in earnings and 
increased stock prices.  

Improved earnings themselves 
can help fuel a recovering economy 
by allowing companies to spend on 
equipment, expansion and perhaps 
increased shareholder dividends. The 
long recession and nearly invisible 
recovery also has created many long-
delayed projects including home 
improvements and renovations that 
can spike spending on construction 
materials and labor, not to mention 
appliances and furniture. 

It just takes a spark to 
start a warming blaze 
and the drop in energy 
prices along with an 
improved job market 
could be just the spark 
that is needed to warm 

up the so-far tepid recovery.
Kevin Peters is a managing director and 

financial adviser with Morgan Stanley 
Wealth Management in Purchase. He 
can be reached at 914-225-6680.

Despite Market Volatility, Investors Have Been Rewarded in 2014

The Prudent 
Portfolio

By Kevin Peters

The information contained in this column is not a solicitation to purchase or sell investments. Any information presented is general in nature and not intended to provide individually tailored 
investment advice. The strategies and/or investments referenced may not be suitable for all investors as the appropriateness of a particular investment or strategy will depend on an investor’s individual 
circumstances and objectives. The views expressed herein are those of the author and may not necessarily reflect the views of Morgan Stanley Wealth Management, or its affiliates Morgan Stanley Smith 

Barney, LLC, Member SIPC.
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The New York State Council of School 
Superintendents announced last Monday 
that Dr. James Langlois, superintendent of 
Putnam/Northern Westchester BOCES, 
has been named the 2015 New York State 
School Superintendent of the Year.

Langlois leads a responsive, innovative 
and collaborative agency that serves some of 
the highest rated and most respected school 
districts in the nation. “We Can Do That,” 
the BOCES motto, exemplifies the agency’s 
commitment to helping school districts 
meet the rapidly changing challenges of 
education reform and tight budgets with 
flexible, cutting-edge, high-quality and 
cost-effective programs.

“To the extent that the award calls 
attention to the challenges faced by public 
education and its long history of successes 
in the face of those challenges, I am honored 
to receive this recognition,” Langlois said. 
“It is an honor that I am proud to share 
with every superintendent who leads public 
schools.”

Langlois has led Putnam/Northern 
Westchester BOCES for the past 10 
years. Previously, he served eight years 
as superintendent in Goshen and was an 
assistant superintendent on Long Island. He 
worked in various leadership positions in 
New York City public schools in Manhattan 
and the Bronx. He began his career 50 years 
ago as a high school English teacher in 
Connecticut.

“Jim Langlois is admired by his 
colleagues in this state and beyond,” said 
Council Executive Director Dr. Robert 
Reidy. “They have called on him to serve in 
many leadership roles. He is also a respected 
independent voice and effective local leader 
among the superintendents and school 
boards of the Lower Hudson Valley.” 

Langlois served for seven years on the 
national governing board of the American 
Association of School Administrators 
(AASA), the council’s national affiliate, and 

for several years on the national Association 
of Educational Service Agencies’ (AESA) 
Executive Committee. 

He holds two masters degrees and a 
doctorate in educational communication 
from Columbia University Teachers 
College. He has taught graduate educational 
leadership courses at Fordham University 
and SUNY New Paltz and is the author of 
several nationwide evaluations of federally 
funded career and technical and special 
education initiatives. Langlois has also 

presented at many national and regional 
conferences.

 “He has creatively and with great 
persistence developed a positive, 
collaborative and responsive culture that has 
successfully steered our BOCES through 
major internal transitions and multiple 
external challenges,” said BOCES Board 
President Richard Kreps. “As a result of 
his leadership, our BOCES is often looked 
upon as a model of effective practices in an 
educational service agency.”

Some of the Putnam/Northern 
Westchester BOCES accomplishments that 
have been achieved under his leadership 
include:
• Creating a Center for Educational 

Leadership that provides innovative 
graduate degree and certification 
programs for educators in partnership 
with several colleges and universities;

• Developing widely used, ground-
breaking science, social studies, 
sustainability and blended online 
curricula;

• Transforming BOCES’ career and 
technical education with new offerings 
in high-tech, medical and other 21st 
century career areas, and expanding 
offerings to middle school students and 
to multiple school-based sites;

• Opening up new areas of special 
education services while systematically 

continued on page 13

Dr. James Langlois speaks with students in a cosmetology class at Putnam/Northern Westchester 
BOCES’ tech center in Yorktown.

BOCES’ Langlois Named State’s Super of the Year
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By Martin Wilbur
We all have days where we don’t know 

what to eat or are simply too tired after 
a long day at work to do much heavy 
cooking.

Sometimes that void is best filled with a 
grilled cheese sandwich.

Brothers Greg and Nathan Kramer 
tapped into that sentiment last June when 
they opened Melts, a gourmet grilled 
cheese restaurant on Bedford Road in 
Armonk in the same space that had 
previously been occupied by two different 
burger joints.

“We figured it’s a good-sized space, it’s 
easy enough for (my brother) and I to 
work in the beginning and who doesn’t 
love grilled cheese?” said Nathan Kramer, 
a chef for 20 years at restaurants from 
Connecticut to California who handles 
Melts’ kitchen chores while Greg takes the 
orders and tends to the register.

“It’s family friendly, it’s kid friendly, it’s 
really everybody friendly,” Nathan added.

While the classic American cheese on 
white sourdough bread accounts for about 

two-thirds of its sandwich sales, Melts 
has about 10 other specialty sandwiches 
that all look like grilled cheese, but with 
the brothers’ own spin on some popular 
staples. 

There is the Wisconsin Patty Melt, 
featuring ground beef, Wisconsin cheddar, 
applewood bacon, crispy fried onions and 
barbecue sauce. Other choices include 
the Reuben (pastrami, sauerkraut, Swiss 
cheese, Russian tartar sauce and pickles 
on rye bread) and The Pork (barbecue 
pulled pork, Vermont aged white cheddar 
and pickles with cabbage slaw).

For those who like spice, there’s The 
Heat, which includes wild mushrooms, 
pickled jalapenos, cherry peppers, goat 
and muenster cheeses, parsley pesto and 
mayo. The Tuna Melt contains melted 
Vermont sharp cheddar, sliced tomato 
and avocado on multigrain bread.

The common denominator is that all of 
the sandwiches have melted cheese, said 
Greg Kramer, who spent the past 15 years 
in the building construction materials 
industry in California before returning to 

New York to help his brother. He considers 
what they serve to be comfort food.

“Our Philly isn’t like what you would 
find in Philadelphia,” said Greg Kramer. 
“It’s our version of a Philly that’s like a 
grilled cheese.”

Nathan Kramer said the idea for Melts 
arose because he wanted to open his own 
business but didn’t want to work the seven 
days a week that’s often required to operate 
a full-service restaurant. He noticed that 
a few grilled cheese specialty shops had 
succeeded in Manhattan, but there were 
none in Westchester.

“It’s a small town but I think there’s still 
potential for it to do pretty well,” Nathan 
said. “It’s just a matter of getting the word 
out inside the town.”

So far that strategy seems to be working. 
Local social media sites have praised Melts 

and it has proven to be a big 
hit among diverse clientele, 
whether it be the lunchtime 
crowd from nearby offices, 
students after dismissal from 
Crittenden Middle School 
down the street or local 
families.

Greg Kramer said aside 
from fresh, high-quality food, 
the price and the portion 
size have received raves. 
None of the sandwiches are 
more than $7.95. For $2.50, 
a patron receives a heaping 
portion of French fries--
not frozen but freshly cut 
potatoes--that could feed 

at least two people. Tater tots, barbecue 
potato chips or roasted Brussel sprouts 
are also always on the menu. Or on a cold 
winter’s day you can get tomato basil soup 
made daily to go with a sandwich. 

For a mom or dad who may be watching 
what they eat, a classic Caesar salad or a 
green salad topped with chicken, tuna or 
a burger is available.

With 10 indoor seats and outdoor 
seating in warm weather, patrons can eat 
in or take out. The brothers hope to be 
able to add a counter with stool seats in 
the future. At some point they also hope 
to be able to hire staff to add more days.

Melts is located at 144 Bedford Rd. It 
is open Tuesday through Saturday 11:30 
a.m. to 8 p.m. For more information, call 
914-219-5995 or visit www.meltsny.com.

Greg and Nathan kramer, owners of  Melts Gourmet Grilled cheese.
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By Martin Wilbur
There’s a lot more to planning your 

financial future than picking the right 
stocks or mutual funds.

In an era when there are more products 
to choose from and the decisions to 
be made have become increasingly 
complicated, handling finances and 
planning for the years ahead have never 
been more important.

Led by principal and senior financial 
planner Scott Kahan, Financial Asset 
Management Corp. makes sure its 
clients have the personalized attention 
they need to not only manage and grow 
their portfolio, but to make certain it is 
consistent with their goals, lifestyle and 
temperament. 

For Kahan, a Chappaqua resident, 
it’s about helping people make the right 
decisions for themselves and their 
families.

“The idea of being able to help people, 
and when clients come in and we do a 
data gathering and they bring all their 
documents, people tell me when they 
walk out they feel better right from the 
beginning because they left all the worries 

on my table, and we can help them,” he 
said. 

Kahan, a 30-year professional who 
founded Financial Asset Management in 
1986, said his practice provides the road 
map for where a client wants to go. Not 
only are there a full range of investment  
products, but Kahan, part of a team of four 
professionals, makes sure that each client 
is protected with the proper insurance, 
including life and disability coverage, 
estate documents and the critical three- to 
six-month emergency cash fund on hand.

He’s aware that financial planning is 
an emotional issue. But it’s more about 
managing lives, not money, he said. Two 
families could have seemingly identical 
circumstances but based on myriad 
factors could have very different strategies 
devised for them.

“That’s the financial planning process 
and that’s financial planning, sitting down 
with somebody,” said Kahan, whose firm 
manages about $150 million and has 
offices in downtown Chappaqua, which 
opened in September, and Manhattan. 
“What are your goals? What are your 
objectives? When do you want to retire? 

Do you want to pay for 
college for your child? 
Do you want to buy a 
house? Whatever they 
are, both short term, 
intermediary and long 
term.”

Kahan said he wants 
his firm to be held 
to a higher standard. 
Registered with the 
Securities and Exchange 
Commission, Financial 
Asset Management’s 
fee structure isn’t 
based on the common 
arrangement of roughly 
1 percent of a client’s 
assets. Instead, clients 
pay a retainer fee that is 
based on their net wealth, not including 
real estate, and that fee is locked in for 
three years.

Under the more conventional fee 
structure, there could be a conflict of 
interest, he said. For example, for a 
particular client who is buying a house 
it may be the correct decision for them 
to make a larger down payment, but that 
would affect the planner’s commission.

Kahan, a Syracuse University graduate, 
briefly worked for an insurance company 
out of college, but disliked what he saw. In 
the 1980s, financial planning as a career 
was still in its infancy, and many planners 
and firms were steering clients to 

investments that weren’t 
necessarily in their best 
interests.

“I never wanted to 
work for a big firm 
because what I saw was 
it was all about what I’m 
selling, and it was not 
about what was right for 
the client,” Kahan said. 

In 1986, he started 
Financial Asset 
Management in 
Manhattan. Today, 
there are a vast amount 
of choices, including 
mutual funds  with 
varying fee levels, 
exchange traded funds 
and all sorts types of 

alternative investments. Throw in the 
volume of information available at 
everyone’s fingertips and how people 
reacted to the 2008-09 market implosion, 
and there’s bound to be confusion. But 
Kahan hopes to take the intimidation 
level out of planning.

“(Financial) planning is a process to get 
from one point to another in life and all 
the stops along the way,” he said.”We help 
clients make the right decisions.”

Kahan’s Chappaqua office is located at 
26 S. Greeley Ave. You can reach Financial 
Asset Management Corp. at 914-238-
8900 or visit www.famcorporation.com.
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We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Martin Wilbur at mwilbur@theexaminernews.com.com.

Wednesday, Jan. 7
Zumba Fitness. Achieve long-term 

benefits while having a blast in one 
exciting hour of calorie-burning, body-
energizing, awe-inspiring movements 
meant to engage and captivate for life. For 
all fitness levels. Dance Emotions, 75 S. 
Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. Every Monday 
and Wednesday at 9 a.m. and Saturdays at 
10 a.m. Drop in or weekly discount rates 
available. Info: Contact Peggy at 914 960-
4097.

Pound Fitness Program. A 45-minute 
full-body cardio and stress relief 
jam session, fusing Pilates, cardio, 
plyometrics, isometric movements and 
poses. Using lightly weighted drumsticks 
called Ripstix™ and combining constant 
simulated drumming resulting in working 
the entire body. Dance Emotions, 75 S. 
Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 10:15 a.m. $20. 
Every Wednesday. Info: Contact Peggy at 
914 960-4097.

Mother Nature’s Story Time. Enjoy 
winter days at the center with nature-
themed stories, nature walks, live 
animals and/or crafts during this six-
week program. For children two to four 
years old with a parent or caregiver. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 10 to 11 a.m. Members: 
$50 per child. Non-members: $90 per 
child. Pre-registration and pre-payment 
required. Info and  pre-registration:  www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Mommy Meet Up. Whether it’s your 
first child or your fifth, this program 
is a great way to get out of the house, 
meet new friends and enjoy time with 
your baby. For newborns birth to eight 
months old and their moms. Romperee 
Indoor Playground at World Cup Nursery 
School & Kindergarten 160 Hunts Lane, 
Chappaqua, 10:15 to 11 a.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday (except holidays).  Info: 914-
238-9267 ext. 20.

Senior Benefits Information Center. 
Counselors offer older adults one-on-
one counseling covering a broad range 
of topics including Medicare health and 
prescription plans, food stamps, HEAP, 
EPIC, weatherization, minor home repair 
and tax relief programs.  Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 Main St., Mount 
Kisco. 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. Info: 914-231-3260.

Knitting Club. Come learn to knit, or if 
you already know how, bring your current 
project and enjoy a visit with other knitters 
and crocheters. Beginners should bring 
a pair off size 8 or 10 straight knitting 
needles and skein or worsted weight yarn. 
Open to knitters and crocheters 10 years 
old and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 

100 E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 4 to 5:30 
p.m. Free. Meets every Wednesday. Info: 
914-666-8041.

Wednesday Night Bingo. Regular 
bingo tickets and specials available for 
sale. Includes coffee, tea and hot chocolate. 
Hot dogs and soda for sale. Holy Rosary 
School, 180 Bradhurst Ave., Hawthorne. 
Doors open at 6 p.m. Games start at 
7:20 p.m. $2 (for one card). Extra game 
cards may be purchased for $2 or $3 each 
along with a few specialty games. Every 
Wednesday.

Breast, Ovarian and Gynecological 
Cancer Support Group. Northern 
Westchester Hospital at Chappaqua 
Crossing, 480 Bedford Rd., Chappaqua. 
7 p.m. Free. Meets the first Wednesday of 
every month. Registration required. Info 
and registration: 914-962-6402 or 800-
532-4290.

Thursday, Jan. 8
Pleasantville Garden Club Meeting. 

Sandy Morrissey, keeper of the bluebirds, 
will discuss "Plants Which Attract Birds 
to Your Garden." Much of the credit 
for the local resurgence of bluebirds 
in recent years goes to people such 
as Morrissey, an avid gardener and 
president of the Bronx River-Sound 
Shore Audubon Society and founder of 
its Eastern Bluebird Project. Pleasantville 
Presbyterian Church, 400 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. General meeting at 9:15 
a.m. Presentation at 10:30 a.m. Info: Visit 
www.pleasantvillegardenclub.org.

Let Your Yoga Dance Classes. The 
popular Kripalu noon dance class is 
now in Chappaqua! Combines easy 
dance, gentle yoga and great music. 
Come join this noncompetitive, heart 
pumping and joyful experience. Drop-
ins welcome. Dance Emotions, 75 S. 
Greeley Ave., Chappaqua.10 a.m. $20 
per 75-minute class. Every Tuesday and 
Thursday. Info: 914-238-8974 or email   
claudiayogadance@gmail.com.

Story Time Playgroup. Join Miss 
Debbie for a story, music and playtime 
with toys and books in this new program. 
Children and a parent or caregiver can 
spend special time together and make 
new friends. For children six months to 
four years old. Mount Pleasant Public 
Library, 350 Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 
1:45 to 2:30 p.m. Free. Meets every 
Thursday. Info: 914-769-0548 or visit 
www.mountpleasnatlibrary.org.

Read to Rover. Dogs love listening to 
stories. Come meet Rover and read your 
favorite story. For children five years old 
and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 
E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 4:30 to 5:30 

p.m. Every Thursday. Info: 914-864-0130 
or visit www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Manhattanville School of Business 
Open House. This program will provide 
an overview of Manhattanville’s graduate 
business programs, adult undergraduate 
programs, advanced certificates and what 
to expect when applying and enrolled. 
Prospective students can meet with 
program directors, admissions staff, 
financial aid staff and representatives 
from student services. There will also 
be a panel discussion featuring current 
students, representing each of the college’s 
graduate business programs. Reid Castle 
at Manhattanville College, 2900 Purchase 
St., Purchase. 6:15 to 8 p.m. Free. (There 
will be a $75 application fee waiver for 
attendees.) Registration required. Info 
and registration: e-mail  www.mville.edu/
business.

Zumba Fitness Class. Addie-Tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza (lower level), Pleasantville. 7 to 8 
p.m. $15 a class. $29 for four classes. $55 
for eight classes. Meets every Thursday. 
Also Saturdays from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. Info: 
917-215-1720, e-mail AddietudeDance@
gmail.com or visit www.Addie-tude.com. 

"Match." In advance of its nationwide 
theatrical debut, there will be an advance 
screening of this new film starring Patrick 
Stewart. The film’s writer and director, 
Stephen Belber, will be on hand after 
the screening for a discussion and Q&A 
led by critic Marshall Fine. The Picture 
House, 175 Wolfs Lane, Pelham. 7:30 
p.m. $12. Seniors and students: $10. 
Members: $6. Info and tickets: Visit www.
thepicturehouse.org.

Friday, Jan. 9
Zumba Gold. Try this low-impact 

approach to  Zumba  for the older active 
adult and baby boomer with the same 
sassy, sweaty, fun-filled cardio workout in 
an easy learning environment. Ongoing 
classes; drop-ins welcome. Addie-tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza, Pleasantville. 11 a.m. to noon. $12. 
Four- and eight-week cards available. 
Meets every Friday. Info: 914-747-0808 or 
email instructor at olin.amyj@gmail.com.

Saturday, Jan. 10
Pleasantville Farmers Market. The 

market moves indoors featuring vendors 
with winter-grown produce along with 
a variety of meats, cheeses, breads and 
prepared foods. Pleasantville Middle 
School, 40 Romer Ave., Pleasantville. 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Every Saturday 
through May 9. Info: Visit www.
pleasantvillefarmersmarket.com.

Mount Kisco Farmers Market. St. 

Mark's Church, 85 Main St., Mount Kisco. 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Info: Visit https://www.
facebook.com/MtKiscoFarmersMarket.

Blood Drive. Whole blood and red cells 
units will be collected from qualifying 
candidates. Donors from all towns are 
welcome to lend their help boost blood 
supplies which often lag over the holidays. 
Walk-ins accepted. Emanuel Lutheran 
Church, 197 Manville Rd., Pleasantville. 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Info and appointments: 800-
933-2566 or visit www.nybloodcenter.org/
donateblood. 

Gan Shabbat. A monthly program of 
children’s Sabbath services for nursery 
school-age students and their families 
featuring an interactive introduction to 
Shabbat songs, stories and prayers. A kid-
friendly Kiddush of refreshments follows 
each service. Bet Torah, 60 Smith Ave., 
Mount Kisco. 10:30 a.m. Free. Info: 914-
666-7595.

Winter Wonderland Hike. A hike 
to enjoy the fresh, crisp air. Cranberry 
Lake Preserve, Old Orchard Street, North 
White Plains. 11 a.m. Free. Info: 914-428-
1005.

Adult Learner Information Day. 
Dedicated counselors will answer 
questions about the Bachelor's Degree 
Program for adults. Attendees will have 
an opportunity to tour the campus, meet 
faculty and students and talk to academic 
and financial advisers as well as complete 
required testing and apply for admission. 
The College of New Rochelle's Sweeny 
Student Center, Rooms B & C, 29 Castle 
Place, New Rochelle. 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Free. Registration required. Registration:  
Info: 914-654-5528, visit www.cnr.edu or 
e-mail snr@cnr.edu.

Teaching Trails: A Community Path 
for Environmental Education. Join 
guided trail experience through the 
woodland forest. Discover who left that 
track, which tree makes the best animal 
home or which plant makes its own 
heat to help melt through the late winter 
ice.  Program runs about 30 minutes. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 11:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Saturday and Sunday in January. Info:  
www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.   

Pound Fitness Program. A 45-minute 
full-body cardio and stress relief 
jam session, fusing Pilates, cardio, 
plyometrics, isometric movements and 
poses. Using lightly weighted drumsticks 
called Ripstix™ and combining constant 
simulated drumming resulting in working 
the entire body. TADA Theatre And 
Dance Arts, 131 Bedford Rd., Katonah. 
11:45 a.m. $20. Every Saturday; also 
Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. Info: Contact 

continued on page 17
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A World Famous Restaurant is the Victim of Holiday Foul Play
My wife and 

I have been 
fortunate over 
the years to 
enjoy high-
end travel 
d e s t i n a t i o n s 
and the 
sophist icated 
restaurants that 

thrive nearby. Several of these destinations 
and restaurants have been in the wine 
regions of several countries, notably 
France, Italy and the United States. 

Whenever we see one of these 
destinations in the news, it rekindles 
our fond memories of the unique times 
we enjoyed. But every so often, these 
destinations are in the news for less than 
glorious reasons. So it was last week. The 
French Laundry restaurant, deep in the 
heartland of Napa Valley, was burglarized. 

We were patrons when the owner and 
chef, Thomas Keller, first opened the 
restaurant in 1994 to critical acclaim for 
his (at the time) innovative approach to 
menu offerings, eclectic ingredients and 
groundbreaking food preparation. The 
restaurant has earned the coveted top 
ranking from the dining review arm of 
Michelin (three stars, one of only nine 
restaurants so acclaimed in the United 
States). 

We returned to The French Laundry 
several years later for a similarly glorious 

meal and wondrous wine pairing, but 
recently its reputation has influenced its 
price: $295 for a nine-course chef ’s tasting 
dinner, before considering the world 
famous, and equally expensive, wine list 
offerings. 

With these memories now brought 
to the forefront of my consciousness as 
I read last week’s news, I sought out the 
details of the burglary 
more closely.

Keller and his staff 
served their last meal on 
Christmas Eve, before 
a scheduled renovation 
and expansion of the 
restaurant, and “had 
just settled down for a 
long winter’s nap,” to 
blatantly use a line from the Clement C. 
Moore poem I recently read to our young 
family members.

The vacant restaurant was broken into 
on Christmas Day. 

How did they enter? The thief (or 
thieves) clumsily smashed open the door 
to the wine cellar -- with a hammer, 
splintering the lock and the door. “They 
spoke not a word but went straight to 
their work. And filled all their stockings.” 

What did they flee with? Precious 
wine, valued at over $300,000, according 
to the Los Angeles Times. And not the 
first wines they could grab, but specific 
bottles from specific high-end wineries. 

These facts had me thinking it was an 
inside job perpetrated by one or more 
knowledgeable burglars. 

However, when I saw the story, my first 
thought was Whoa! What a collection.” 
This surely ranks with the most expansive 
and expensive restaurant cellars in the 
United States. Even an average price of 
$300 per bottle for the higher-end wines 

would equate to about 1,000 
bottles – and this would 
represent just a portion of 
the cellar contents. Reading 
further, Keller confirmed that 
only 76 bottles were missing. 
That is an average value of 
nearly $4,000 per bottle. 

Additional details began to 
emerge. 

The list of stolen bottles read like a 
Who’s Who of high-end wines, many 
of which are rarely on a restaurant wine 
list, unless you’re a three-star Michelin 
restaurant serving $295 dinners. And 
did I mention that this expansive and 
expensive cellar caters to a capacity of 
only 62 seats at The French Laundry? This 
is a striking example of rare, quality wines 
at a rare, quality restaurant. 

The list of individual wines is dominated 
by the most expensive bottles in the world: 
Domaine de la Romanée-Conti from the 
French Burgundy region (60 bottles), the 
most valued bottle of which is estimated 
to be worth $15,000. The American cult 

wine Screaming Eagle is also represented 
on this now infamous list, as are several 
bottles of Dom Pérignon, a French cult 
Champagne.    

Here the term “valued at” refers to retail 
pricing. The prices on a restaurant wine 
list are typically marked up two to three 
times over retail (and for rare wines even 
higher), which if this is the case for The 
French Laundry list, would catapult this 
theft to grand proportions.

Certainly Keller will recover from this 
tragedy – and most likely more quickly 
than I.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

By Nick Antonaccio

Peggy at 914 960-4097.

Forest Magic. Come discover the 
magical world of the forest, hear some 
mythical lore, build fairy and troll houses 
and more. Costumes are encouraged. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 2 p.m. Members: 
$5. Non-members: $8. Info:   www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

"Black, White and Red" Opening 
Reception. An exhibition featuring two- 
and three-dimensional works of art 
that explore black, all colors together; 
white, the absence of discernible color; 
and red, a color usually associated with 
passion, drama and love. Works created 
by Mamaroneck Artists Guild members. 
Mamaroneck Artists Guild Gallery, 126 
Larchmont Ave., Larchmont. 3 to 5 p.m. 
Free. Exhibit continues through Jan. 24. 
Gallery hours Tuesday through Saturday 
12 to 5 p.m. Info: 914-834-1117 or visit 
www.mamaroneckartistsguild.org.

Sunday, Jan. 11
Winter Walk. Bring your hat and 

gloves and come explore the grounds with 
a naturalist. Take an easy walk to study 
winter life and to see what animals do 
to survive the cold. Greenburgh Nature 
Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 1 p.m. 
Members: $5. Non-members: $8. Info:   
www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Organ Concert. Helga Bartus, associate 
organist at The Reformed Church of 
Bronxville, will perform a concert on a 
magnificent, four manual Schantz organ 
consisting of more than 4,000 pipes. 
Program will include the Fantasy and 
Fugue in G Minor by Bach, Chorale No. 3 
by Franck, Variation on Weinen, Klagen, 
Sorgen, Zagen by Liszt and Hungarian 
Dances by Farkas. Reception will follow 
the concert. The Reformed Church of 
Bronxville, 180 Pondfield Rd., Bronxville. 
3 p.m. Free. Info: 914-337-6776 or visit  
www.reformedchurch.org.

Monday, Jan. 12
Knitting Group. Hats for our 

servicemen and women overseas and 
other ongoing projects for care centers 
and hospitals. Clinton Street Center, 1A 
Clinton St., Pleasantville. 9:30 to 11:30 
a.m. Free. Meets every Monday. Info: 914-
769-2021.

Wild Encounters Story Time. Nature 
discovery for youngsters three to five 
years old; with a parent or caregiver. 
Participants enjoy a nature-themed story 
and discover the wonders of nature while 
exploring fields, forests or landscaped 
grounds. Greenburgh Nature Center, 
99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 1 to 2 p.m. 
Members: $9 per child. Non-members: 
$12 per child. Also Jan. 19 and 26. Info:   
www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.   

Irvington Stage Door Series: "The 
Stranger." Presenting new works in a 
relaxed setting where audience members 
can give their feedback to the creative 
team, this reading is an adaptation of the 
Albert Camus novel. Presented by The 
Seeing Place Theater Ensemble. Irvington 
Town Hall Theater, 85 Main St., Irvington. 
7:30 p.m. Advance online sales: $10 (plus 
$1.60 per ticket fee). At door: $13. Info 
and tickets: 914-591-6602 or visit www.
irvingtontheater.com.

Wednesday, Jan. 14
Support Group for Alzheimer's 

Caregivers. Temple Shaaray Tefila and 

Westchester Jewish Community Services 
have scheduled this forum to provide 
a place for caregivers to discuss their 
feelings, share their experiences and 
support one another. A specialist from 
the Alzheimer’s Association will lead the 
group and provide educational materials 
and information.  All welcome. Temple 
Shaaray Tefila's Youth Lounge, 89 Baldwin 
Rd., Baldwin Corners. 11 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. Free. Meets the second and fourth 
Wednesday of each month. Registration 
required. Info and registration: Contact the 
Alzheimer's Association at 800-272-3900 
or visit  www.alz.org/hudsonvalley.

continued from page 16
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Land Use Issues Take Center Stage in a Look Back at 2014

be properly fed, clothed and equipped to 
be able to succeed in their lives, Patricia 
Lanza was responsible for distributing 
millions of dollars through the Harrison 
based Lanza Family Foundation to 
nonprofit organizations over several 
decades of giving. By 2014 she was known 
to have been involved with over 100 
different groups. 

West Harrison Lake Street Quarry 
noise and dumping reaches a head. 
Residents and business owners upset with 
continued noise, air and truck pollution 
in and around the Lake Street Quarry 
in West Harrison told the Town Board 
in early May that they’re tired of words 
without action because of continuing 
court postponements and appeals by the 
quarry owner. A stop work order, signed 
on May14, made the neighborhood quiet 
as alleged violations of Harrison codes 
included the lack of a stormwater retention 
and collection system and no site plan 
approvals for parking, fencing and trailers. 
The quarry was prohibited from accepting 
any more recyclables and waste, and was 
not allowed to sell any material from the 
quarry while the stop work order was in 
effect. A Harrison judge set a September 
4 trial date and during a July hearing 
demanded that the quarry owner begin 
cleaning up landfill on the site. Frustrated, 
the owner, Lawrence Barrego, proposed 
rezoning the site as a “neighborhood 
business.” The development plan included 
a 30,000-square-foot grocery store, bank 
and offices with 181 parking spaces. 
Opponents living near the quarry said 
they were not eager to see decades of dust, 
noise and pollution from the quarry being 
replaced by more traffic, duplicate stores 
and smells wafting from a new bakery. 

In September after five years of 
litigation, the quarry owner fired his 
attorney, postponing the trial for several 
more months.

Historic Good Counsel property 
goes up for sale. The historic site of the 
motherhouse and chapel of the Sisters of 
the Divine Compassion at 52 North Street 
in White Plains was put on the sales block 
in June with the schools and nuns living 
on the property given a July 2015 move 
out date by the order’s leadership team. 
Stamford-based real estate firm CBRE was 
given the task of marketing the property 
and attracting bidders.

By October, parents of students at Good 
Counsel Academy High School frustrated 
by lack of information about a school 
move and sale of the property held a 
meeting of several hundred people at the 
famous Chapel of the Divine Compassion 
on the site. They demanded answers to 
their questions about the future of the 
school and an extension of at least one 
year to be able to save their high school, 
which they said was viable and should not 
face the threat of closure.

Students held vigils, rallies and other 
activities, even approached the Cardinal 
at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in NYC after 
Sunday mass, to try to stall sale of the 
property to a residential or commercial 
developer.

Rumors that a local church with other 
investors had interest in the property 
and had a verbal commitment were not 
verified and the fate of the school and 
future development of the property 
remain a question going into 2015.

Dr. Richard Rockefeller dies in plane 
crash at Westchester County Airport. In 
news that stunned the country, Richard 
Rockefeller was killed in a plane crash on 
June 13, just minutes after take off from 
Westchester County Airport. Airport 
manager Peter Scherrer during a press 
conference said conditions at the airport 
were poor that morning and visibility was 

low, extreme conditions for the airport. A 
family spokesman said Rockefeller was an 
experienced pilot and frequently flew in 
and out of the airport, where about 400 
planes take off and land each day. Harrison 
police said the plane crashed into trees 
on a horse farm, Stratford Stables, about 
a half-mile from the airport, narrowly 
missing an occupied house. It broke into 

many pieces, and debris was spread about 
100 feet. According to officials, no one 
on the ground was injured. Rockefeller 
had flown to New York to have dinner 
with his father David Rockefeller. He was 
celebrating his 99th birthday. Debris from 
the crash was removed. Investigation is 
expected to take up to as much of a year 
before a final report is made.

Developer Granted 8th  
extension for Residential Site
By Pat Casey

At the December meeting of the White 
Plains Planning Board, the developer 
at 40 Reynal Road, White Plains, was 
granted a one-year site plan extension, 
making it possibly the highest number 
of extensions granted in White Plains 
history, especially for a residential site 
that would hold a single family house.

The property, deemed sensitive because 
of significant wetlands, was recently 
reviewed by a third party that deemed the 
soil components and percolation rates on 
the wetlands had remained unchanged 
since 2004.

Members of the Planning Board, 
however, said that before a building 

permit could be obtained the owner 
needed to submit a new map delineating 
the wetlands area in its current condition.

During the meeting, when a neighbor 
said she had video showing footage of 
flooding and a city staffer making changes 
in the wetlands delineation, the property 
owner’s rep asked that communication 
be kept between the Planning Board and 
the applicant and not involve outside 
parties, such as the neighbor.

Planning Board member Robert 
Stackpole said that because new 
information was being brought forward, 
it was appropriate for the Board to 
investigate what that new information 
might be.

In this season of sharing joy with family, friends, and neighbors, we’d 

like to encourage you to support your local businesses. Watch our 

“Shop Dine Expore – Enjoy Pleasantville” special on PCTV and 

pctv76.org for ideas. And as always, thank you for supporting PCTV.  

It’s all about you.

THINK LOCAL
SHOP LOCAL
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ExaminEr mEdia Classifieds 010615

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878
or e-mail classifieds

@theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm for 

the next week’s  
publication

adoption
A childless young married couple (she-
30/he-37) seeks to adopt. Will be hands-
on mom/devoted dad. Financial security. 
Expenses paid. Call/text. Mary & Adam. 
1-800-790-5260.

Unplanned Pregnancy? Caring li-
censed adoption agency provides fi-
nancial and emotional support. Choose 
from loving pre-approved families. Call 
Joy toll free 1-866-922-3678 or confi-
dential email:Adopt@ForeverFamilies-
ThroughAdoption.org

auCtions
Tiny house AUCTION, Vermont post 
& beam sheds, Livestock shelters & fire-
wood storage January 22, 2015 Absolute 
no reserve Bid online 802 297 3760 www.

JamaicaCottageShop.com

auto donations
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible. Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

autos
*CASH TODAY* We'll Buy Any Car 
(Any Condition) + Free Same-Day Pick-
Up. Best Cash Offer Guaranteed! Call For 
FREE Quote: 1-888-477-6314

CarEEr opportunitiEs

WELDING CAREERS- Hands on train-
ing for career opportunities in aviation, 
automotive, manufacturing and more. 
Financial aid for qualified students. Job 
placement assistance. CALL AIM 855-
325-0399

HElp WantEd
AIRLINE CAREERS begin here Get FAA 
approved Aviation Maintenance Techni-
cian training. Financial aid for qualified 
students Housing available. Job place-
ment assistance. Call AIM 866-296-7093

HomE improvEmEnt
HAS YOUR BUILDING SHIFTED 
OR SETTLED? Contact Woodford 
Brothers Inc, for straightening, leveling, 
foundation and wood frame repairs at 
1-800-OLD-BARN. www.woodfordbros.
com. "Not applicable in Queens county"

in HomE pEt sittinG
PLEASANT PAWS INN  LLC  Cater-
ing to the most discerning dog owners 
in Westchester.  Our home will be their 
home. 24/7 one on one love. Boarding, 
daycare, walks & transportation services 
available.  Book a reservation at info@
pleasantpawsinn.com or 914-773-2020 
or 914-906-8414. 9 Hobby St., Pleas-
antville.

misCEllanEous
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In 

stock ready to ship. FREE Info/DVD: 
www.NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-
1363 Ext.300N

proFEssional oFFiCE spaCE
MOUNT KISCO - Private office with 
shared waiting area.  In town, near train, 
parking, shopping, restaurants.  Rent in-
cludes A/C, heat, Wi-Fi and 24/7 access.  
Rents from $695.  Call Howie at (203) 
322-0909.

WantEd
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT
914-654-1683 

IF YOU USED THE 
BLOOD THINNER XARELTO

and suffered internal bleeding, hemorrhaging, 
required hospitalization or a loved one died while 
taking Xarelto between 2011 and the present time, 

you may be entitled to compensation. 
Call Attorney Charles H. Johnson 1-800-535-5727

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR
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By Janine Bowen
Since its inception earlier this year, 

Pleasantville Strong’s message has been 
rapidly gaining momentum, and the group 
will continue its mission of community 
involvement with a new parent education 
series beginning Jan. 6. 

Th e “strong” in Pleasantville Strong 
stands for Safe Teens, Real Opportunities, 
New Goals, and the coalition was formed 
to keep the community free from drugs 
and alcohol. As part of its work, the 
group recently distributed a survey to 
Pleasantville parents to gauge the attitudes 
toward use of alcohol and certain drugs. 

Th e results will be revealed next Tuesday 
at the fi rst of six parent education meetings 
at the Mount Pleasant Public Library. 

“We’re hoping to just get an accurate 

baseline of what the activity is,” said 
John Mueller, a founding member of 
Pleasantville Strong. “Obviously I would 
like it if there was less activity in relation 
to drugs and alcohol, but either way, the 
process is to determine what the issues are 
and then address them.” 

Th e group’s formation and the surveys 
were done as part of a grant application 
that, if awarded, would provide $125,000 
per year for drug prevention programs. 
Money raised by the coalition has already 
funded the hiring of a substance abuse 
prevention counselor at Pleasantville High 
School. 

Student Assistant Services (SAS), 
a substance abuse prevention agency, 
has been helping Pleasantville Strong. 
Judy Mezey, SAS’s assistant director 

By Janine Bowen
Westchester County legislators expressed 

frustration and concern last week over 
the Department of Social Services’ (DSS) 
abrupt decision to shut down a Valhalla 
homeless shelter.

DSS announced its decision to close 
the county-owned Valhalla Residence 
Shelter on Hammond Road eff ective Dec. 
31 at last Monday’s Board of Legislators 
Community Services Committee meeting. 
Th e closure will save Westchester about 
$500,000, but legislators questioned why 
the issue was not raised during budget 
proceedings in November. 

“If this was the intent, I really don’t 
understand why, just a month ago when 
we were here discussing [the DSS] budget 
going forward for 2015, that none of this 
was brought up,” said Legislator Alfreda 

Williams (D-Greenburgh).
Legislators also haven’t received a 

quarterly report from DSS since April, she 
added. 

DSS Commissioner Kevin McGuire 
and Deputy Commissioner Phillippe Gille 
said the facility is being closed because its 
services are redundant. Th e Grasslands 
homeless shelter is just a quarter mile away 
and the building that houses the Valhalla 
Residence Shelter, which accommodates 
up to 18 people, could be used for other 
purposes. 

Gille explained that fi ve residents have 
enough income to move into permanent 
single-resident homes, one will move in 
with relatives and another was placed in 
an adult home. Th e remaining 11 residents 
will be relocated to temporary housing and 

By Neal Rentz and Janine Bowen
Nearly 100 friends and family members 

turned out Monday morning to say 
goodbye to longtime Mount Kisco village 
trustee and former planning board 
member George Griffi  n Jr. 

Griffi  n died at home on Christmas Eve 
surrounded by family aft er a long battle 
with cancer. He was 67. 

In the days immediately following 
his death and again at his funeral at St. 
Francis of Assisi Church in Mount Kisco, 
Griffi  n was warmly remembered as a 
man who was dedicated to community, 
country and family.

“I am humbled at how he has touched 
so many,” said his son George Griffi  n III.

He remembered his father as someone 
who was fi rm but fair and always put the 
needs of  family before his own, even 
during his fi nal days. Looking out at the 
church’s fi lled pews, Griffi  n was proud to 
know that his father had an impact on the 

lives of so many. 
Griffi  n was fi rst elected to the village 

board in 2003 and had been deputy mayor 
for the past four years. Prior to becoming 

a village trustee, Griffi  n served on the 
planning board for eight years.

“George represented and cared about 
every segment of the Mount Kisco 

population,” Mayor Michael Cindrich 
said. “He enjoyed life and never refused 
anyone who asked for help.”

“George worked tirelessly overseeing 
the rebuilding of much of the village’s 
infrastructure, from projects in Leonard 
Park and the senior center to the building 
of the (new) Mount Kisco Library,” 
Cindrich added. 

But Griffi  n’s involvement in community 
aff airs was not limited to his work on the 
village and planning boards. A longtime 
member of the Lion’s Club, he was a 
Vietnam veteran and spent much time 
helping the Moses Taylor American 
Legion Post 136, Cindrich noted. He 
served as commander of the post in 2000 
and was devoted to helping wounded 
veterans at the Montrose VA. 

Last month, he was honored aft er his 
selection to state Sen. Greg Ball’s Veterans 
Hall of Fame. 
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The casket for George Griffin Jr. is carried out of  St. Francis of  Assisi Church after his funeral on Monday. 
The longtime Mount Kisco village trustee died on Christmas Eve.
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A First-Half Scoring Drought Sinks the Bobcats 
By Andy Jacobs

The Byram Hills girls’ basketball team 
found out Friday morning that making just 
four of 25 shots from the field in the first 
half is a surefire way to play from behind 
the entire second half.

“We shot 16 percent,” Bobcats coach 
Sarah Kinsley would say later about her 
players’ first-half shooting woes. “You’re not 
gonna win any games like that.”

A Bobcat scoring drought that lasted 
over six minutes and bridged the first and 
second quarters enabled the Rye Garnets to 
run off 12 points in succession and take the 
lead for good en route to a 42-32 victory in 
a “Challenge Game” that launched the 16th 
annual Slam Dunk Tournament, the four-
day-long holiday basketball extravaganza at 
the Westchester County Center. 

Despite game-highs of 22 points from 
Lucy Bancone and 19 rebounds by Ashley 
Polera, the Bobcats never really posed 
much of a threat once the Garnets went on 
their big run in the first half that turned a 
three-point deficit into a nine-point lead. 
Sophomore guard Katie Popp began and 
finished the 12-0 Rye burst with 3-pointers, 
finishing the day with 19 points and the 
game’s MVP award. 

“They knew to guard Ashley and Lucy, 
and when that happens we need to find 
other alternatives,” said Kinsley. “We 
struggle sometimes doing that.”

The Bobcats, now 5-4 in Kinsley’s first 
season at the helm, actually scored the 
game’s first two baskets, a coast-to-coast 
drive by Bancone and then a layup by Dana 
DiCristofaro. A 3-pointer by Bancone from 
left of the key with 2:20 remaining in the 
first quarter gave Byram Hills a 7-4 lead. 

But Byram only managed to make one 
more bucket the rest of the half, going 
scoreless until Bancone hit a pair of free 
throws with 4:05 left in the second quarter. 
By then, Popp had already made two shots 
from beyond the arc and Madeline Eck 
had worked her way inside for three easy 

baskets as Rye went on its big spurt and took 
command. 

With just under two minutes left in the 
half, Polera got the Bobcats within 18-12 
as she provided a conventional 3-point 
play, scoring on a runner in the lane while 
getting fouled and adding the free throw. 
But the half ended with Rye’s Kate Robbins 
connecting on a trey and Holly Hunter 
scoring on a layup to increase the Byram 
deficit to 11 points at intermission.

Bancone, the senior guard who came into 
the game averaging over 17 points, drained 
a pair of 3s and scored the Bobcats’ first 
nine points of the third quarter, but Byram 
Hills never really cut into the Garnets’ 
double-digit lead. The quarter ended with 
a put-back basket by the Bobcats’ Kiera 
Ahern, but they still trailed 33-23 with eight 
minutes to go. 

Any doubt about the outcome all but 
disappeared when the fourth quarter began 
with Popp hitting on a 12-foot jumper and 
then a 3-pointer from the right corner with 
six minutes left, giving Rye its biggest lead 
of the day, 15 points. A 3-point shot by Alex 
Sapone with 2:25 left on the clock and two 
free throws by Bancone 18 seconds later 
narrowed the Bobcats’ deficit to 40-30, but 
Byram never got any closer as the Garnets 
emerged with their fifth win in six games 
this year. 

With Bancone, who finished 9-for-10 
from the line, taking nearly half of the 
Bobcats’ shots and scoring two-thirds of 
their points, Kinsley knows some of her 
teammates are going to have to step up soon 
and provide some more balance.

“I told the girls Lucy can’t do it all on her 
own,” said Kinsley. “Ashley wants to do it, 
but they also guard her very well too. And 

everyone else is very young. They have to be 
able to take the ball in their own hands and 
make things happen.”

The Bobcats wound up making just nine 
of their 46 shots from the field, perhaps 
in part because of the spaciousness of 
the County Center and the assorted 
background distractions a player can’t help 
noticing when shooting the ball.

“Well, it’s definitely hard,” said Kinsley, 
“because, with the holiday, we didn’t get 
to practice yesterday. They were tired. 
You could tell. Lots of running. Just try to 
remind them that we’re doing the same 
things even though the spaces are larger. 
Their perception on the baskets might have 
been off, but just try to tell them that it’s the 
same game.”

A staggering 25 turnovers also 
contributed to the Bobcats’ loss, but Kinsley 
was pleased that her team’s defensive effort 
held Rye to just 29 percent shooting.

“I just really wanted them to come here 
and play hard, which they did, regardless of 
what happened,” she said. “Obviously, we’d 
love a win, but I just wanted them to have a 
good experience and enjoy it. So I’m gonna 
tell them the things they did well.”

ExaminerSports

Byram Hills’ Maggie Croke takes the ball along 
the right baseline during the “Challenge Game” 
vs. Rye at the County Center.

Byram Hills guard Ashley Polera drives past 
Taylor Maurer of  Rye in the Bobcats’ loss to the 
Garnets on Friday.

Maggie Walsh of  Byram Hills tries to shoot the 
ball in Friday’s game at the Westchester County 
Center.

The Bobcats’ Lucy Bancone is fouled as she 
drives to the basket by Rye’s Eleanor Dailey in the 
first half  of  last Friday’s game.

Alex Sapone of  Byram Hills battles with Rye’s 
Katie Popp for a rebound at the Slam Dunk 
Tournament.

Byram Hills guard Lucy Bancone sets up the 
Bobcat offense in the second half  vs. Rye at the 
County Center.

Byram Hills coach Sarah Kinsley watches as her 
Bobcats battle with Rye at the Westchester County 
Center. 

Local Hockey Teams Start the New Year With Mixed Results 
By Cutler Klein

As winter vacation came to a close, all 
four local high school hockey teams hit the 
ice yet again. It was quite the wild weekend, 
with everything from double-digit wins to 
tight, intense contests.  Here’s a look at how 
the Northern Westchester squads fared 
as 2015 got underway at the Brewster Ice 
Arena:
Horace Greeley

It was a tale of two Quaker squads this 
weekend. Greeley (6-4) started off its 

weekend with a rough 5-3 defeat Friday 
afternoon at the hands of the Somers/
North Salem Sabers. Trailing 4-1 going into 
the third period, the Quakers climbed back 

into it with goals from Garrett Katchis and 
Sam Whitehouse. However, they couldn’t 
solve Sabers goaltender Tim Henning 
again, and Somers eventually tacked on an 
empty-net goal. 

The Quakers applied the early pressure 
and held possession for most of the first 
period. But with 35 seconds remaining in 
the period, Somers captain Luigi Olinto 
was awarded a penalty shot and made the 

Quakers pay, giving the Sabers a 1-0 lead 
going into the second period. 

The second frame was not too kind to 
Greeley, as Somers scored twice on odd-

man rushes to take a 3-0 lead. The Quakers 
did have a three-minute power play 
opportunity, but couldn’t cash in. Greeley 
captain Sam Mishkind eventually put the 
Quakers on the board late in the second, 
but Somers struck back just 31 seconds 
later to regain its three-goal advantage. 

The first two periods looked very 
sloppy for the Quakers. Greeley assistant 
coach Bruce Perlowitz said that Greeley’s 
inconsistency is nothing new. 

“We’ve been an up-and-down team all 
year long,” Perlowitz said. “We don’t really 
know what we’re going to get when the 
game starts. We seem to know what we’re 
going to get later in the game, but not when 
the game starts.”

Greeley was able to outshoot the Sabers 
in the third period by 10 shots, but it wasn’t 
enough. The Quakers finished with 34 shots 
on goal, but Perlowitz said that squandered 
opportunities ended up coming back to 
bite them. 

“We had quality scoring chances, but 
we actually missed the net,” he said. “That 
really hurt.”

Following the loss, Greeley rebounded 
in a big way on Sunday night, torching 
the Lakeland/Panas Rebels by a score of 
17-3. The Quakers found the back of the 
net early with goals from freshmen Dillon 
Rusiecki and Ming Zheng. But the Rebels 
struck back quickly with back-to-back 
goals on senior goaltender Matt Solnick, 

making his first-ever start in goal.  
“That first goal early got in my head a 

little bit,” said Solnick, admitting he became 
a little rattled. “That’s why the second goal 
happened right after. After that first period, 
I gathered myself, and I think I was much 
stronger for the rest of the game.” 

Greeley finished out the first period 
with goals from Mishkind, Nick Sloan and 
Scott Jakubowicz. The barrage was on from 
there, as the Quakers sent 87 shots on net 
throughout the entire game. 

The Quakers found offense from some 

unusual sources. Sophomore Nick Sloan 
had a hat trick, and youngsters Zheng and 
Rusiecki found the back of the net. Senior 
Sammy Attia had three assists, all in the 
third period. The veterans also got on the 

the Quakers’ calder Fontaine unleashes a 
shot on goal against the Somers/North Salem 
Sabers.

Greeley’s Sam Mishkind sets his sights on a loose 
puck in Friday’s game vs. Somers/North Salem.

horace Greeley freshman ed Girardi controls the 
puck in the neutral zone Friday afternoon.

Greeley’s Scott Jakubowicz pleads with the 
officials for a penalty call after getting stopped 
on a third-period scoring chance vs. the Sabers.

horace Greeley goalie Nicholas Bright tries to protect the net in the third period of  Friday’s 5-3 loss at 
the Brewster ice Arena.

Matthew Mutkoski of  Greeley tries to maintain 
control of  the puck while down on the ice vs. 
Somers/North Salem.

continued on page 22
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Pace Women’s Team Runs Past the Chargers in the Second Half 

A Welcome Sister Act Begins for the Setters

By Monica D’Ippolito
After being knotted up at halftime on 

Friday afternoon, the Pace University 
women’s basketball team stepped up 
defensively. The Setters held Dominican 
College to its lowest point total for a half 
this season and secured their fourth 
straight victory.

“I think we did a nice job on defense 
today,” Pace junior forward Yuni Sher said 
after the team’s 61-43 home win at the 
Goldstein Fitness Center. “I think that says 
a lot about Coach’s plan for defense. I felt in 
the first half we were in and out of it, and 
in the second half we really executed it. I 
think the biggest key was execution in this 
game.”

Dominican (5-9) came out with a 2-2-
1 full-court press, which stalled the Pace 
offense in the first half, but after reassessing 
their strategy at halftime, the Setters had 
no more issues beating the pressure, which 
allowed their offense to come alive over the 
final 20 minutes. 

“Second half, we were attacking more 
aggressively against their full-court 
pressure and then it was leading to better 
passes,” Setters coach Carrie Seymour said. 
“We were getting off the dribble a little bit 
against the zone; it was opening up better 
shots than we got in the first half.”

Both teams shot poorly in the first 20 
minutes, with the Setters hitting just 35.7 
percent from the field and the Chargers 
sinking just 34.5 percent. 

“The basic message at halftime was that 
we needed to pick up our energy,” Sher 
said. “Energy needed to be higher and we 
were playing kind of slow and that’s not our 

game.”
The message seemed to get through to 

the Setters, who were tied at 28-apiece with 
the Chargers at halftime.  Sher scored on a 
layup 40 seconds into the second half and 
the Setters never lost the lead the rest of the 
way. A 3-pointer by new transfer Christina 
Rubin capped an 18-2 run that gave Pace a 
53-36 advantage with 7:33 remaining.

Pace held Dominican to only 15 points 
in the second half, limiting the Chargers 
to just 28 percent shooting from the field. 
The Setters also forced 21 turnovers for the 
game, which converted into 22 points.

“It all started on defense,” Pace’s 
Gabriella Rubin said. “We started getting 
steals, we started moving the ball faster, we 
pushed it up the court and we scored. The 
momentum was there and our energy was 
high because we were getting steals.”

Sher led Pace with 16 points on 7-for-12 
shooting and seven rebounds, while Margo 

Hackett finished with 13 points and eight 
rebounds.

“I think, going into every game, 
my biggest goal is to outrebound my 
opponent,” Sher said. “I was able to get my 
first few offensive rebounds. I kind of took 
advantage that they weren’t blocking me 
out so much, and I was able to finish today, 
which was nice.”

The Setters, now 7-6, defeated St. Thomas 
Aquinas 64-61 in overtime Sunday on the 
road to extend their winning streak to five 
games. Rubin finished with 14 points and 
10 rebounds, while Sher added 13 points 
and 11 boards, as Pace climbed above the 
.500 mark for the first time all season.

“Right now, we’re a lot better than we 

were in November,” said Seymour. “The 
goal is, every day, every practice, every 
game, you’ve got to be better than you were 
last week. I think if we keep moving in the 
right direction we’ll be a much different 
team come February.”

At the 15:48 mark of the second half of 
Pace’s matchup against Dominican Friday, 
Christina and Gabriella Rubin walked 
onto the court side by side for the first 
time as collegians, sharing the same name 
on the front of their jerseys.

“I like it, it’s normal,” Gabriella Rubin 
said after the game. “It was weird not 
playing with her. Honestly, doesn’t feel 
weird playing with her because we play all 
the time together. We work out together, 
we just push each other.”

Christina Rubin, the older sister of 
Gabriella, recently transferred from 
Division 1 Iona College and had only 
gotten four practices under her belt with 
the Setters before debuting at home this 
past weekend.

“Well, once my sister came here, and 
I started coming here more, I loved the 
atmosphere of Pace,” Christina Rubin said. 
“It’s very family oriented and I wanted to 
be with my sister.” 

The sophomore admitted after the 
Setters’ 61-43 win against the Chargers 
that she was a little nervous in her debut. 
But after entering the game with her 
sister in the second half – the first time 
since “maybe 2012” – she seemed more 
comfortable.

“I think the first time she went in she 
subbed Gabby, and the second time she 
went in she was playing with Gabby. I think 

it did relax her,” coach Carrie Seymour 
said. “Christina has good instincts also 
and I think she feels like, ‘OK, I know 
Gabby will have my back right now and 
she’ll talk to me.’”

The addition of Christina Rubin could 
help solidify a Pace team that is suddenly 
gaining momentum with a five-game 

winning streak.
“She’s a tough player,” Seymour said 

of Christina. “She’s different than Gabby. 
She’s tough, she’s experienced, she’s 
practiced against the kids from Iona for 
the past two years, and she gets it.”

Meanwhile, Gabriella Rubin is quietly 
having a great freshman season thus far. 
Tied for the team lead in points with 
senior Margo Hackett and averaging 12.3 
per game, she’s also providing just over 
four rebounds and three assists a contest.

“We play together all the time,” Gabriella 
said. “We always play pickup on the same 
team and I know what she likes to do, she 
knows what I like to do. We communicate 
without communicating, basically. Just 
got to look at each other, really.”

Against Dominican, Christina Rubin 
finished with six points in 15 minutes. 
But in her second outing, at St. Thomas 
Aquinas Sunday, the Staten Island native 
ended up with 12 points in 28 minutes of 
action. 

“I’m looking forward to getting to know 
each of the girls’ games,” said Christiana 
after Friday’s victory, “and how I can make 
them better and how we can win.”

-Monica D’Ippolito

the Setters’ Margo hackett dribbles the ball at 
the top of  the key in the first half  vs. Dominican. 

Pace freshman guard Geena Rosalbo pushes the 
ball across the midcourt line in the Setters’ win 
over Dominican college Friday at the Goldstein 
Fitness center. 

Pace university forward Yuni Sher pulls down 
a rebound in Friday’s victory over Dominican 
college.

the Setters’ Gabriella Rubin (above) lines up 
a 3-point shot while her sister, christina Rubin, 
dribbles the ball in Friday’s home game. 
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Late 3-Pointers Lift the Westchester Knicks to a Victory
By Monica D’Ippolito

The Westchester Knicks regrouped from 
a devastating last-second home loss last 
Friday by defeating the Iowa Energy 108-
104 just 24 hours later at the Westchester 
County Center. 

“If we focus on what we do every day, 
I think we are one of the better clubs in 
the league,” Westchester coach Kevin 
Whitted said shortly after the Knicks’ 
victory over the D-League affiliate of the 
Memphis Grizzlies. “We’re very tough at 
home. I think now we have to take this 
concentration out on the road. I feel like if 
we stay committed to what we do as a team, 
then good things are in store for us.”

During the introductions for the starting 
lineups, the Knicks huddled as a team 

while names were still being announced. 
The unity for a squad that’s been falling 
in the standings recently was symbolic of 
Whitted’s speech before they took to the 
court.

“Before the game, we had a great 
conversation with the team about not 
quitting and understanding that life will 
present opportunities for you to quit, but 
you have to make a choice to go,” Whitted 
said. “The thing is, you have to go all in 
together, and if one guy steps from the 
circle it affects us all. So I think everyone 
stood in that circle strong before that game 
and really understood that we really have 
to stay together for the full 48 until the 
buzzer goes off.”

Westchester (7-12) needed to stand 
together for 48 minutes against an Iowa 
team that would not go away. The Knicks 
trailed through most of the first and 
second quarters, but gained control of the 
game late in the third with a bucket by Ron 
Anderson Jr. that put them up 73-72 with 
just over three minutes to go.

The New York Knicks’ 2014 second-
round draft pick, Thanasis Antetokounmpo, 

propelled Westchester in the third quarter, 
scoring nine points and creating the 
highlight of the night. Antetokounmpo 
negated what would have been an easy 
Iowa layup with a block from behind and 
then stole the ensuing inbound pass, taking 
the ball coast to coast and earning a trip to 
the foul line.

“He’s learning he can affect the game 
in multiple ways,” said Whitted about 
Antetokounmpo. “He doesn’t understand 
that his speed and his energy in terms 
of getting the ball down the floor and at 
times managing the floor is just as great 
of an asset as scoring the ball. He’s starting 
to grow and continue to pick up the little 
things that will separate him from the pack. 

I think, as the season goes along, he 
will continue to get better.”

Leading 81-77 entering the fourth 
quarter, the Knicks slowed down the 
pace and made sure to get their big 
players some touches inside, leading 
to numerous trips to the foul line, 
where they finished the day 30-for-
37.

“I felt like we were able to get 
post touches to Ron (Anderson Jr.), 
Marcus (Ginyard) and Thanasis,” 
Whitted said. “Percentages started to 
come up and then we weren’t relying 
on the jump shots. Sometimes we can 
allow that to dictate everything for 
us, where tonight we were able to put 
the ball in the post and give ourselves 
an opportunity to get higher 
percentage shots, which created a 
better defensive balance.”

With just over a minute to play, 
the Knicks’ Langston Galloway stole 
a pass in the middle of the floor and 
soon got the ball back, draining a 
jumper from the top of the key for a 
3-pointer that gave the Knicks a 101-
94 cushion.

Iowa soon answered with a Jarrid 
Famous layup, leading to a Knicks 
timeout. When they returned to the court, 
point guard Andre Barrett fed Galloway, 

who again connected on another trey from 
nearly the same spot, all but clinching the 
victory with 34 seconds to go. 

“I got off a screen and I got an open 
look and I knocked that one down and got 
another look, I think the next possession, 
and knocked it down,” said Galloway. ”So 
I just got to continue to be aggressive and 
it’ll come. I mean, as a shooter, you always 
have to be locked-in in games, continue 
to find ways to score the ball. I got a few 
opportunities when I was wide open and I 
knocked down some shots.”

Westchester, which hosts the Fort Wayne 

Mad Ants Friday night at 7 pm, would then 
sink six of eight free throws in the waning 
seconds to secure the win, ending its three-
game losing skid.

Galloway led the Knicks with 17 points, 
10 of which came in the fourth quarter. 
Antetokounmpo finished with 12 points 
and five rebounds, while Orlando Sanchez 
ended up with 14 points and 12 rebounds. 
But it might’ve been Ginyard’s performance 
off the bench that helped Westchester the 
most, as the 28-year-old former North 
Carolina Tar Heel provided 15 points and 
six rebounds.

“Hopefully, we can continue to keep 
this in the back of our minds,” Ginyard 
said of the victory. “It’s not something 
you necessarily continue to celebrate, but 
to recognize what we do well and what 
we didn’t do well, and just to see what we 
continue to work on and what we can take 
on to these next games.”

the knicks’ thanasis Antetokounmpo glides in for 
an easy bucket in Saturday’s game.

Marcus Ginyard shoots a short jumper during the 
Westchester knicks’ home game on Saturday afternoon.

Westchester’s orlando Sanchez fires a jump shot 
over iowa’s Damien Wilkins at the county center.

Walker Russell of  the Westchester knicks takes 
the ball along the right baseline in Saturday’s win 
over iowa.

knicks guard Andre Barrett scores on a fast-
break layup in the 108-104 win over the energy.

knicks center Ben Strong shoots the ball in the 
victory over the iowa energy. 



January 6 - January 12, 201522 The Examiner

score sheet, as Mishkind finshed the game 
with a hat trick, and Cooper Swenson 
finished with two goals, including one 
on a penalty shot. Mishkind said that the 
scoring assault gave the entire team, a huge 
confidence boost. 

“The young players don’t get to play too 
much, so it’s great to see them play and be 
able to score,” he said.

Greeley scored eight times in the third 
period, drawing some concern from 
the Lakeland/Panas coaching staff.  But 
Perlowitz was defiant after the game, 
saying that the Quakers had no intention 
of embarrassing their opponent. 

“We never want to show anybody up,” he 
said. “We don’t want to run up the score. 
However, I’m not going to tell my players 

to stop playing. What should we do, play 
keep-away?” 
Mount Pleasant vs. Byram Hills

The Mount Pleasant IceCats (6-2) made 
the trek north to Brewster Ice Arena 
Saturday and took down the Byram Hills 
Bobcats (1-6) by a score of 3-2. The IceCats 
were coming off of a 5-1 victory against 
John Jay-Cross River 24 hours earlier, while 
the Bobcats were playing their first game 
following the winter break. 

Matthew Behar got the scoring started 
early in the first period for Byram Hills, but 
Mount Pleasant struck back quickly with a 

goal from Oscar Marchi, his third in two 
games. IceCats head coach Josh Isenberg 
said Marchi has been a key player lately. 

“He’s been great,” Isenberg said. “Not 
only has he been a great leader on the ice, 
but he’s been a great guy off the ice. He’s a 
big kid, and hard to knock off the puck.” 

Byram Hills re-took the lead with less 
than a minute to go in the first period on 
a goal from Joe Rocco, only to have the 
IceCats knot it up again with six seconds 
left in the frame with a tally by Greg 
Kramer. The second period was scoreless, 
but Kramer beat Byram Hills goaltender 
Grace Lunder early in the third period, 
and that was all they needed. Despite the 
victory, though, Isenberg was not happy 
with his team’s performance.

“I was a little disappointed,” he said. “Our 
kids were looking past this game. We had a 
little more talent than them, but we had to 
fight for everything we got.”

Byram Hills head coach Andrew 
Cloherty noted that his team had been  
undefeated when scoring the first goal until 
last night and saw some good things from 

his players. 
“Our team was resilient,” he said. “We 

continually scored, and had two leads in 
the game.”

But according to Cloherty, there was also 
plenty for the Bobcats to learn from in this 
contest.

“Two of the three goals we gave up 
were in the last minute and first minute 
of periods,” he said. “Any hockey player 
knows that those are the worst times to give 
up goals.”

The IceCats hope to keep their hot streak 
going into the new year, and begin to 
focus more on themselves, rather than the 
opponent.

“Byram Hills played a good game, but I 
think with our talent it should have been 
an easier game,” Isenberg said. “We need to 
be more consistent playing our game and 
not worry about who the other team is. “

Despite the tough loss, the Bobcats are 
looking forward to a strong January. 

“We’ve got a young team,” said Cloherty, 
“and we’re hoping that the second half of 
the season, we can fix some things. We’ve 

had four one-goal losses, and we can turn 
them around into one-goal wins.”
Fox Lane 

The Foxes (0-5) were missing a few 
familiar faces this weekend, for a number 
of reasons. Junior forward Thomas Tenney, 
who has been a scoring machine for Fox 
Lane thus far, was away at a recruiting 
event in Colorado. Matthew Leader, Ryder 
Beitzel, A.J. Crawford and Tanner More 
were all suspended for their roles in fights 
during the December 21 loss to Greeley. 
Fox Lane head coach Scott Miele was also 
suspended for leaving the bench in a brief 
brawl with the Quakers. 

Without most of their top talent, the 
Foxes fell to Somers/North Salem 9-0 on 
Sunday night. Somers found the score sheet 
early and often, with multi-goal games 
from RJ LaSpina and Max Tytla. The Foxes 
saw an opportunity to give depth players 
a chance at some ice time and rotated in 
lots of different players throughout the 
game. After facing 25 shots in two periods, 
Fox Lane standout goaltender Abbie Ives, 
exhausted from playing for travel teams 
and needing a rest, was replaced in net. 

Despite the lopsided score, assistant 
coach Kenneth Freitag was happy with his 
team’s play. 

“I think we played a heck of a game,” 
he said. “We played guys that hardly ever 
touch the ice. They (the Sabers) didn’t 
dominate us the whole game, but they 
dominated the scoreboard.”

The Foxes may now be losing another 
key because, early in the third period, 
s Kirk Atkinson delivered a hard check 
into the boards to Somers forward Olivia 
Hale. He was thrown out of the game and a 
suspension may be forthcoming. 

“It was an unfortunate event,” Freitag 
said. “We don’t promote dirtiness on this 
team. It was an unlucky hit. He should 
have slowed up and he didn’t. It’s part of 
the game.”

The Foxes did find out a lot about their 
depth players, and will look to improve 
ahead of their big rivalry showdown 
against Byram Hills this Friday. 

“I learned that I can trust some players 
that I wasn’t sure I could trust,” Freitag said. 

Richard cantwell of  the Mt. Pleasant icecats gets set to fire a shot in the victory over the John Jay indians 
on Friday.

 the icecats’ Michael Sala moves the puck up the 
right wing in Friday evening’s game at Brewster 
ice Arena.

Mt. Pleasant’s Giancarlo Romano blasts a shot 
on goal in the icecats’ 5-1 win over John Jay on 
Friday.

oscar Marchi controls the puck in the icecats’ 
5-1 road win vs. John Jay. 

Mt. Pleasant’s Greg kramer leads an icecat rush up the ice in the second period vs. host John Jay at 
Brewster ice Arena.

Local Hockey Teams Start the New Year With Mixed Results continued from page 19
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FLSBC Bowl-a-thon:  Information & Pledge Sheet 
 

The Fox Lane Sports Boosters Club is sponsoring our 2nd, 24 hour Bowl-a-thon fundraiser. You won’t 
want to miss out on the event of the New Year. Check-in begins at 8:00 am followed by bowling at 
9:00 am, Jan. 24 until 9:00 am, Jan. 25, 2014 at Grand Prix NY, 333 N. Bedford Rd, Mt Kisco. 
 

We are asking everyone who believes in the importance of athletics at Fox Lane to either join a team 
and bowl OR sponsor a bowler and/or team. The 2014 Bowl-a-thon funded the concession trailer 
currently residing at the FL Memorial Stadium patio. 
 

Bowl-a-thon proceeds will provide support to two important, specific needs: 
 

1. Emmet and the Gallagher family (FLSBC Lifetime members) – Emmet, a Fox Lane senior, 
suffered a spinal cord injury last summer and the FLSBC wants to help the Gallagher family 
with some extra-ordinary expenses during Emmet’s rehab and recovery 

2. Help fund the renovation and conversion of the Fox Lane Middle School Athletic Shelter into a 
better used, year round, indoor/outdoor athletic facility 

 

To become a financial sponsor, please mail or e-mail the pledge information below. As a 501(c)(3) 
organization, donations to the FLSBC are generally tax deductible.  
 

• If a team Captain, collect your pledges now! Ask friends, neighbors, colleagues, etc to sponsor 
you for $5, $10 or $20 per hour for every hour you or your entire team bowls.  

• There will be a $10 cover charge for all event entrants to assure everyone contributes. 
• For more info e-mail Roger Stern at ggeezer@aol.com or foxlanesportsbopostersclub@gmail.com 
• Pay via www.foxlanesbc.org, PayPal or checks to FLSBC, Box 247, Bedford, NY 10506 

 
Bowler, Captain or Team: _____________________ Your e-mail:__________________________ 

 

Sponsor Information: Pledge Per Hour Other? 
Name E-Mail $5 $10 $20 Other $  
       
       
 Totals:      
 
Use additional paper for more pledges! 
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