
By Martin Wilbur
New Castle officials are prepared 

to move ahead with a professionally 
administered survey of 300 randomly 
chosen residents as the town enters the 
next phase of its Master Plan update. 

Last week the town board unanimously 
agreed to hire Penn Schoen Berland, 
a market research and consulting firm 
that had been previously retained by the 
Chappaqua School District, to formulate 
the questions with help from the Master 
Plan Steering Committee. The questions 
will be based upon information contained 
in the recently completed Master Plan 
Public Engagement Report.

The firm will administer a roughly 
20-minute survey that will be conducted 
over the telephone. It is scheduled to start 
in mid-September.

Supervisor Robert Greenstein said 
Penn Schoen Berland proposed collecting 

200, 250 or 300 responses. However, 
300 respondents would be the most 
appropriate sample size since there are 
more than 6,000 households in town, 
he said. The school district, with fewer 
households, conducted a survey with 250 
respondents.

“When you focus in on 300 people who 
are random that’s when you’re going to 
get a real good feel for the community,” 
Greenstein said.

The decision to move ahead with 
the survey came after the town board, 
planning board and Master Plan 
Steering Committee reviewed the Public 
Engagement Report in a joint work 
session late last Tuesday afternoon. The 
nearly 200-page document reflected all 
comments from attendees at a series of 
public meetings held in the spring. It 
also contained information collected 

By Martin Wilbur
It has become increasingly unusual 

for anyone to be employed in one place 
for 20 years or for the same organization 
virtually their entire working lives.

In June, Brian Skanes, the executive 
director of the Boys & Girls Club of 
Northern Westchester in Mount Kisco, 
completed two decades in his current 
position. In fact, he’s been affiliated 
with the organization continuously for 
40 years, since a few months after he 
graduated college.

It’s not something that Skanes planned 
but if the fit is right, there is no reason to 
change.

“By coming here I thought it would be 
a five- or six-year stay because that’s what 

By Janine Bowen
Pleasantville officials are searching for 

ways to make the Pleasantville Music 
Festival more profitable after this year’s 
event barely broke even. 

Village Administrator Patricia Dwyer 
said the 10th annual festival, held July 
12, took in just over $104,000. To date, 
expenditures for the event are nearly 
$103,000. 

Village trustees are weighing options 
for increasing revenues next year. Mayor 
Peter Scherer said he will speak with 
representatives from the radio station 
The Peak, which sponsors the event, and 
music festival organizers. 

One of the biggest challenges the 
village faces is working within its limited 
budget to secure a well-known performer 

that will attract crowds. 
Trustee Mindy Berard said the 

relatively small size of Parkway Field, 
where the Pleasantville Music Festival 
is held, is not attractive to bigger-name 
entertainers. 

Scherer said the village is in a difficult 
spot because it has to find bands that can 
be in the area at the time of the event and 
are willing to perform for a reduced rate. 

“The real bottom line is we’re in the 
beggars-can’t-be-choosers category,” he 
said. 

Dwyer said while precise attendance 
figures are not available since the 
village does not track walk-up sales, it 
was estimated that about 2,000 people 
attended this year’s festival, likely down 
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New Castle to Conduct Survey in 
Next Step of Master Plan Process

Now 20 Years Later,  Skanes Remains 
a Boys & Girls Club Fixture  

P’ville Officials Look to Make Music 
Festival a More Profitable Venture

SILVER INLAY COLLECTION  Discover the New Collection at D'Errico Jewelry. THE RIVIERIA COLLECTION

Brian Skanes, director of  the Boys & Girls Club of  
Northern Westchester in Mount Kisco, passed two 
milestones this summer--20 years in his current 
post and 40 years with the organization.

The 12U Sherman Park Wildcats Summer Team captured the WBA 12U West Championship by 
defeating New Rochelle 6-5 on Aug. 9 at Volunteer Field in Hawthorne. The team completed 
the season with a14-2 record.  Pictured are, bottom left to right, Michael Zulli, Steven Lamana, 
Shane Saunders, Jake Costello and Chris Alberti. Top, left to right, are Vincent Spaziante, Jack 
McSpedon, Cole Sorby, James Stuetz, Nick Lespi, Chris Villucci and Joe Calandrucci.
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P’ville Officials Look to Make Music Festival 
a More Profitable Venture
from several previous years. Factors that 
influenced attendance, and ultimately 
revenue, may have been the steeper $50 
ticket, the full price for adult admission, 
and a busy weekend with other music 
events going on in the region, Dwyer 
said.

Shane McGaffey, the station manager 
at PCTV, which films the festival 
every year, suggested the village could 
consider focusing on more local talent, 
utilizing local high school bands to 
fill slots during the earlier hours of the 
event, thereby allowing it to allocate 
more money to secure a big name act to 
headline the festival. 

Trustee Steve Lord suggested that the 
village take steps to get the business 
community more involved. Board 
members recommended reaching out to 
larger sponsors to mitigate the financial 
risk for the village. 

Officials agreed that the festival 
will likely never be a huge source of 
revenue for Pleasantville, but noted the 
importance of generating a profit each 
year. Scherer said he hoped that future 
festivals could clear at least $5,000 to 
$6,000, some of which could be placed 

into a fund to prepare for the inevitable 
year when the festival gets rained out. 

“What is the end game for us?” 
questioned Berard. “It’s a great 
community thing and it puts 
Pleasantville on the map, and if that’s 
what we’re going for then we go for that. 
If we’re looking to make money, it’s 
probably not going to happen.” 

Martin Wilbur contributed to this 
article.

at stakeholder meetings with various 
constituency groups, including senior 
citizens, the League of Women Voters, 
the Chamber of Commerce, town staff, 
high school students and members from 
the Chappaqua Moms Facebook group, 
said Tiffany Zezula, managing director 
of the Pace Land Use Law Center, which 
supervised the public outreach process 
for the town.

Zezula said while the report, which 
was completed late last month, focused 
on a wide variety of issues, the theme of 
improving downtown Chappaqua was a 
recurring focus among the participants. 
Many other issues that were raised, such 
as upgrading sidewalks or adding more 
restaurants, also would have an effect on 
the downtown, she said.

Issues were addressed under five broad 
categories: commercial development, 
environment and habitat, public roads 
and infrastructure, public services and 
recreation and housing.

“These are goals. These are large-scale 
goals that your public has asked for,” 
Zezula said. “It’s the way a Master Plan 
does get kicked off. This is really what 
your community vision is for the next few 

years. They had a lot of great suggestions 
that are in the report.”

Among members from the two boards 
and steering committee that participated 
in the Aug. 12 joint work session, 
several attendees were skeptical whether 
conducting the survey would be of much 
benefit as officials are still trying to digest 
the data.

But Greenstein said that while the 
information collected by the Pace 
facilitators at the public outreach 
meetings was outstanding, he didn’t feel 
comfortable with officials starting to craft 
a long-term vision for the town based 
solely on the feedback at the meetings.

Zezula advised the two boards and the 
steering committee to conduct the survey.

“I definitely think a survey is needed,” 
Zezula said. “A lot of your residents 
talked about it and it’s a great way to get a 
different vision included.”

The survey will take between one and 
two weeks to complete and another week 
to compile the results, said Town Planner 
Sabrina Charney-Hull. It will cost the 
town $29,850. 

Officials have estimated that the Master 
Plan process, which started late last year, 
will take 12 to 18 months to complete.
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New Castle to Conduct Survey in Next 
Step of Master Plan Process

The Pleasantville Village Board is exploring ways 
to boost profits for the annual music festival. This 
year’s festival is expected to break even.
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By Martin Wilbur
A planning firm will conduct an 

updated economic analysis that is 
intended to help New Castle officials 
evaluate the fiscal implications of 
developer Summit/Greenfield switching 
from larger to smaller retail stores at 
Chappaqua Crossing.

Last Tuesday the town board voted 
to have AKRF conduct the study, which 
may also include providing the impact 
of a Whole Foods compared to a more 
conventional neighborhood supermarket 
and various reductions in retail from the 
proposed 120,000 square feet.

In April, Summit/Greenfield submitted 
a revised plan that features “a traditional 
neighborhood design” that was favored 
by the town’s planning board. As a result, 
the developer has eliminated the larger 
chain retailers and replaced proposed 
commercial tenants with mostly 
smaller stores. However, the proposed 
40,000-square-foot Whole Foods 
supermarket remains the centerpiece of 
the plan.

Town Planner Sabrina Charney-Hull 
told the board last week that AKRF was 
asked to revisit its competitive effects 
analysis. After questions from the board 
about the impact smaller stores would 
have compared to big-box establishments 
and a specialty supermarket such as 
Whole Foods, Charney-Hull said she 

would ask the firm whether it could 
examine those factors as well.

The board’s decision came after the 
continuation of the concurrent public 
hearings on whether to rezone the 116-
acre former Reader’s Digest property, on 
the Preliminary Development Concept 
Plan and whether to make amendments 
to the 1989 Town Development Plan.

The roughly hour-long hearing on Aug. 
12 featured more comments in opposition 
from a few residents but also property 
and business owners in downtown 
Chappaqua. 

Supervisor Robert Greenstein said that 
given the residents’ comments during 
the Master Plan public outreach sessions, 
the board is committed to revitalizing 
downtown Chappaqua, which he called 
“unacceptable.”

“Don’t think for a second that we’re 
going to neglect downtown Chappaqua,” 
Greenstein said. “That’s not going to 
happen, and if something does happen at 
Chappaqua Crossing, hopefully that will 
just make people realize we have to do 
something for downtown Chappaqua.”

Bill Holmes urged the board to complete 
its Master Plan and carefully deliberate 
the future of the town. He also suggested 
for the board to consider a moratorium, 
something that Councilwoman Lisa Katz 
asked her colleagues to mull last month.

“There’s a character to this town,” 

Holmes said. “A lot of people like it the 
way it is and that came out of  the (Master 
Plan) study.”

A couple of residents said traffic, which 
already is poor during peak periods, 
would become intolerable should the plan 
be approved.

“If you’re already at the cliff, a 1 percent 
increase is going to throw us over the cliff 
and we’re talking about numbers, about a 
600 percent increase on weekends,” said 
Cowdin Lane resident Tina Fine.

Summit/Greenfield’s traffic consultant 
provided information requested by 
the town board projecting that volume 
would skyrocket by nearly 200 percent 
during the morning peak school hour, 
140 percent during the weekday morning 
rush, 611 percent during the afternoon 
dismissal at Horace Greeley High School, 
207 percent during the late afternoon 
rush hour and by 1,581 percent during 
the Saturday peak hour. Those statistics 
compare existing conditions to the 
applicant’s current plan.

The developer’s representatives, 
however, have repeatedly maintained 
that the statistics are without any of the 
traffic mitigation efforts that the state 
would have to approve for Route 117 and 
Roaring Brook Road. The current plan 
also represents an across-the-board traffic 
decrease from the previous retail plan.

Greenstein said comparing today’s 

conditions to Summit/Greenfield’s retail 
proposal is unfair because unless the 
property is going to remain largely empty, 
there will have to be an increase in traffic.

“There’s going  to be something there, 
whether the offices are going to be fully 
utilized, there’s going to be residential or 
retail,” Greenstein said. “It’s not going to 
stay the status quo. There’s no question 
the property is underutilized right now.”

The board adjourned the hearings until 
its Sept. 23 meeting.

New Economic Impacts Study Ordered for Chap Crossing Retail Plan
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I had always done with my career,” Skanes 
said. “Two, three years here, four, five 
years there, five or six years there. I was 
continuing on that path. Once I got here, 
I liked it here. It’s a nice place to live and 
work and there are a lot of opportunities 
to grow and develop this organization, 
and then the next thing I know it’s 20 
years.”

If anyone spends 20 years in one job 
there is bound to be change and there’s 
been no shortage of it for Skanes. When 
he first arrived, the club’s facility was 
about half its current size. The 1997 
capital campaign resulted in an expansion 

three years later. 
The size of the budget has quadrupled, 

from about $800,000 in 1994 to $3.2 
million today, much of it raised through 
donors and fundraising and the club’s 
aquatics program.

Also, the operations have evolved 
into a more traditional Boys & Girls 
Club. Previously, the club shared space 
and programming with the village’s 
recreation department, making it more of 
a community center than a club.

“We were serving both. We were 
serving all aged kids and we were serving 
more programmatically, not the way Boys 
& Girls would serve,” Skanes said. “So 
through the years we’ve created what is a 
traditional Boys & Girls Club. We’re only 
serving kids who really need services.”

Now there are children who come to 
the club every day, and have done so for 
years, he said. 

A physical education major and 
an English minor, Skanes originally 
considered a career in education, but in 
1974 teaching jobs were hard to come by. 
Having  married his wife, Jean, right out 
of school, he needed a job and worked 
for his father’s construction firm that first 
summer.

Skanes, 62, who grew up outside of 
Boston, learned of an opening in the 

Salem, N.H. Boys & Girls Club and took 
it for $7,000 a year, what he thought was 
a good entry-level salary at the time. 
Within two months he was promoted 
to program director. A short time after 
that he was thrust into a position he was 
unprepared for when that club’s executive 
director was dismissed.

“So, I was a year and two months out 
of college and all of a sudden I’m running 
the whole place,” Skanes recalled. “But 
I learned that I needed to know more 
before I became an executive.”

He landed a job next as an assistant 
director at the Nashua, N.H. club, a 
facility that was virtually bankrupt 
with little to offer. Despite the daunting 
challenge, Skanes said he was excited at 
the prospect of building a program from 
the ground up.

That job was followed by a move to 
the Binghamton club and then he was 
promoted to be the director of the entire 
Northeast region at the Boys & Girls 
Club of America’s offices in Manhattan. 
But five years of commuting from 
Middletown, Orange County, where 
Skanes and his family settled, to the city 
took its toll. Furthermore, Skanes missed 
the interaction with children and being 
involved in the day-to-day operations.

He took the executive director’s job 

in Mount Kisco in June 1994 but still 
found himself with an hour-and-a-
half  commute each way. The club’s 
board asked that he move closer to the 
community, but Skanes couldn’t find 
anything he and his wife could afford. 
The club found living quarters for the 
couple by 2003, then a club donor bought 
the house adjacent to the property and 
asked them to move in.

Whether he needs to be at early morning 
meetings or late night functions at the 
club or in the community, eliminating 
the commute has allowed Skanes to 
concentrate on what he does best.

“It’s not like I ever go off the job,” Skanes 
said. “I mean, I always kid, it’s not a job, 
it’s a vocation, it’s like your life. It really 
works out well.”

Similar to his own experience of going 
to a Boys & Girls Club as a youngster, 
there have been plenty of children who 
have grown up on his watch and have 
returned to work part-time or full-time. It 
has been perhaps one of the greatest joys 
of the job.

“They’re wonderful people and we 
know we’ve had an important part in 
shaping their lives,” Skanes said. “It’s so 
great they want to come back and give 
back.”

Now 20 Years Later,  Skanes Remains a Boys & Girls Club Fixture  
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High Bids for Chlorine Booster Frustrates P’ville Officials Pleasantville  Awards 
Rec Center Bid; 
Facility to Open Later 
This Year
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By Sam Barron
Pleasantville’s attempts to install a 

chlorine booster station at a reasonable 
price are not going as well as planned. 

Officials revealed last week that the low 
bid for the mandated project came in at 
$327,000, higher than the $250,000 the 
village anticipated. The chlorine booster 
was bonded for $305,000 last year, though 
$87,000 has already been spent on the 
project. 

“We’re struggling with that,” Mayor 
Peter Scherer said. “The chlorine project 
has been frustrating. We don’t have the 
option to say no. We’re going to go back 
and figure it out.”

The village has been manually adding 
chlorine to water at its filtration plant 
that it shares with New Castle, although 
county Department of Health regulations 
no longer allow that to be done. The rising 
cost of steel was blamed for the high bids.

“We have to buy quite a bit of 
equipment,” Scherer said. 

Trustees said they are continuing to 
examine the issue and are looking to 
see if there are ways they can reduce the 
project’s cost. Another idea may be to 
borrow more money, though trustees did 
not seem enthused by that idea.

“We’re going to talk to the lowest bidder 
and see if he will come in lower,” Trustee 
Mindy Berard said. “It’s killing us. We’re 
very upset about it.”

Trustee Brian Skarstad said the village 
should spend the money to build the 

booster rather than face fines from the 
Department of Health. 

“It’s a tough one,” Skarstad said. 
“It’s incredibly frustrating. This is not 
something we take lightly. We have to 
provide clean water, which is what we do.”

Skarstad said that the village board 
continues to study every expense, but that 
the role can become trying, especially 
when this type of project means there is 
little money to spend elsewhere.

“When I first became a trustee, we 
were very careful, but it was a little more 
fun,” said Skarstad, who originally joined 
the board in the mid 1990s. “We could 
put in some playgrounds and make 
improvements in people’s lives. We had 
money to do things with and now we’re 
trying to hold it all together. We have to 
be careful at every turn.”

said. “It’s not everything we wish we could 
have. Nobody can have what they want. 
This is perfectly located. It gives us a nice 
way for people to take advantage of our 
programs. There’s all kinds of positive 
things there.”

Trustee Brian Skarstad said the May 7 
vote was long overdue.

“It’s not the ideal building, but it’s the 
building we have,” Skarstad said. “An 
effective recreation center will be a big 
boon for the village.”

He said Pleasantville is a recreation 
village since there are so many youngsters 
involved in a wide assortment of activities.

“Not having a recreation center is a loss 
of revenue for the village,” Skarstad said. 
“When we don’t have those programs, 
we suffer financially. It’s good all the way 
around.”

Trustee Mindy Berard said that a 
recreation center serves everybody--
children and adults. 

“We haven’t been able to have the 
programs and offerings that we had in the 
past,” Berard said. “This is a first step in a 
global look at the recreation department. 
It’s a great plan. This is a great opportunity 
for us. I am looking forward to getting 
that going as fast as possible.”

continued from page 1
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A Giant Tag Sale to benefit  Hudson 
Chorale (formerly  the Westchester 
Concert Singers and the Choral Arts 
Society) will be held on Friday and 
Saturday, May 18 and 19 from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. at 107 Bedford Road in 
Pleasantville (the corner of Manville 
Road and Route 117.  

Furniture, collectibles, appliances, 
children’s books, jewelry, toys, sports 

equipment, CD’s, DVDs, good used 
clothing and accessories, decorative 
art and more will be available. Rain or 
shine. To donate tax deductible items, 
call 914-769-9309.  

All proceeds will benefit Hudson 
Chorale, the area’s largest not-
for-profit community chorus For 
more information, visit www.
HudsonChorale.org.

Hudson Chorale Tag Sale This Week

Bedford Hills. Investment opportunity! 
Solid 2-fam, w/4BR’s total: 2BRs in each 
unit & 2-car gar. Private prop within mins 
to train & loads of parking.        $427,888

Mt. Kisco. West Glen Tri-plex. Fabulous 
2BR w/expansion poss & updtd stainless 
kit. Hrdwd flrs; deck;  quick stroll to town 
& train. Also available for rent.     $350,000

raveis.com
95  Katonah Avenue  -  9 14 - 401 - 9111
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By Martin Wilbur
The Town of New Castle has awarded 

a new seven-year contract for its waste 
disposal, which will save the town close to 
$500,000 a year, according to town officials.

Supervisor Robert Greenstein, who 
announced last week that Sani-Pro will 
see the contract extension take effect 
Jan. 1, said the town had been paying the 
company $2,386,550 a year under the 
old contract. The new terms will see a 
reduction to $1,908,570 annually.

Earlier this year Greenstein called for 
the town to explore returning to twice-a-

week pickup, publicly questioning why 
New Castle wasn’t receiving a better price 
after its decision several years ago to go to 
weekly pickups. 

Greenstein said while he can’t be certain 
whether his comments had anything to do 
with the cost reduction, the bottom line is 
that the new contract is good for residents.

“We tried to make it clear we were 
seriously considering twice-a-week 
pickup,” he said. “I don’t know if that 
impacted it or not, but I do know we’re 
saving half a million dollars a years 
from once-a-week pickup over what we 

currently pay.”
The choice of Sani-Pro was also favored 

by the town’s Sustainability Advisory 
Board.  Board member Jennifer Mebes 
Flagg made a brief presentation at last 
week’s town board meeting detailing the 
advantages of the latest contract.

Aside from Sani-Pro coming in with 
the lowest bid, Flagg said the SAB wanted 
to continue with weekly deliveries, which 
saves energy, helps preserve the town’s 
roads and is better for the environment, 
but with the option for residents to pay 
additionally for a second pickup each 

week. About 700 residents receive the extra 
service, she said.

It also wanted to continue with single 
stream recycling, which promotes 
recycling because residents don’t have to 
separate the papers and cardboards from 
the cans, bottles and glasses, Flagg said.

“It’s actually cheaper for the town to go 
to single stream recycling and there has 
been some evidence that going to single 
stream will actually increase recycling in 
town,” she said.

Greenstein: New Castle Garbage Contract to Save Town $500G Annually

Quite an 
Achievement

John Thomas Fitzpatrick, left, and Tetsuya Kawakita 
from Troop 2 Chappaqua received the rank of  Eagle 
Scout at a Court of  Honor at the Chappaqua Community 
Center in June. Fitzpatrick’s service project saw him 
remove invasive species and replant with specimen 
native plants at Gedney Park while Kawakita built an 
information kiosk for Warburg Park in Chappaqua. 
Fitzpatrick received a rare William T. Hornaday Badge 
for Conservation and the troop received a Hornaday 
Unit Award.  

402 MAIN STREET(Armonk Square) ARMONK, NY 10504
914-730-1020 • www.bowlssalad.com

OPEN 7 Days a WEEk fOr luNch aND DiNNEr
M-F 11am to 7pm • Sat till 6 • Sun till 5

Bowls 
haND craftED 
salaDs, sOuPs...
aND QuEsaDillas? 
yEs! QuEsaDillas

New Castle Supervisor Robert Greenstein 
announced the details of  the town’s new garbage 
contract last week.
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By Janine Bowen
The Pleasantville Village Board passed 

a resolution last Monday night to help 
make Sutton Place safer following a hit-
and-run accident last year.

At its Aug. 11 meeting, the board 
unanimously agreed to adopt an 
ordinance that prohibits parking, standing 
or stopping on the west side of the street 
at any time. The measure is an effort to 
prevent parents of students at nearby 
Bedford Road School from parking on 
the street to pick up their children at 
dismissal time. 

“Do not park on the Sutton Place west 
side, do not stand, don’t stop, don’t idle, 
don’t even think about it,” said Mayor 
Peter Scherer. 

In addition to the ordinance, village 

officials also agreed to install a curb near 
the street’s entrance, which will narrow its 
opening and square off the edges, forcing 
drivers to slow down to enter and exit. 

“I firmly believe, that among other 
things, it will reduce the misbehavior of 
people near the corner,” Scherer said. 

The markings for the new curb have 
already been outlined on the street. 
Resident Allison Werner-Lin said that 
by following the lines, she has already 
changed the way that she drives in that 
area. 

Werner-Lin suggested that the board 
delay the curb construction until the first 
week of school, believing that parents who 
see the cones and workers will learn that 
the street is no longer a parking option. 

Scherer said work in the area may start 

as early as this week, but enforcement of 
the new parking ordinances will increase 
once school begins. The Sutton Place 
changes are expected to cost the village 
$15,000.

“The goal is to have enough enforcement 
presence that people think ‘I better not do 
this,’” said Scherer. 

Village Administrator Patricia Dwyer 
noted that people who violate the new 
parking laws will not be given warnings 
and will receive a ticket for the first 
offense. 

Ben Serebin, whose mother was the 
victim of the hit-and-run accident last 
December which prompted residents to 
ask for changes on the street, praised the 
village’s efforts. He said that if drivers are 
ticketed, they will quickly get the message 

that they can’t park on the street. 
While making the road less accessible 

for dangerous drivers, the board is also 
taking steps to increase pedestrian safety. 
In addition to the new curb, which will 
extend halfway down the street, the village 
has mandated that a three-foot right of 
way be cleared on the right side of Sutton 
Place to create a safe space for residents 
to walk from cars. In addition, officials 
have agreed to shorten the crosswalk at 
the street from 63 feet to 26 feet. This 
measure will make it safer for people to 
cross and make it easier for drivers to see 
pedestrians. 

Village Board Approves Parking Changes on P’ville Street
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Summer Blood Drive Set for Wednesday in P’ville
Blood donations fall off 

dramatically during the summer 
when vacations and travel occupy 
more of everyone’s time. The need 
for blood, however, does not decline 
and supplies rapidly dwindle.  

To help ease the shortages, 
the Pleasantville Volunteer Fire 
Department and the Pleasantville 

Volunteer Ambulance Corps will 
be hosting a special Summer Blood 
Drive at the Pleasantville Fire 
House at 75 Washington Ave. on 
Wednesday, Aug. 20 from 2:30 to 
8:30 p.m. Since it is also difficult to 
organize community drives during 
the summer, blood donors from all 
towns are welcome to come to lend 

their help. 
For information, to sign up or 

to volunteer, call 914-747-2408 or 
send an email to angela.usobiaga@
verizon.net. Although it is helpful to 
let the organizers know in advance 
that you plan to come, walk-ins are 
always accepted.  

PLEASANTVILLE 
RESTAURANT 

& DINER
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Obituary
Antoinette Cedrone  

Antoinette (Anne) Cedrone died on 
Aug. 9, 2014, at the age of 97.  

Cedrone was the mother of Regina 
Schultz and Victor and Paul Cedrone, 
the grandmother of seven and great-
grandmother of five. God blesses her as 
she enters into His Kingdom.

Visitation was on Aug. 13 at Beecher 
Flooks Funeral Home in Pleasantville.  
A Mass of Christian Burial was held on 
Aug. 14 at Holy Innocents Church in 
Pleasantville. Internment took place at 
Gate of Heaven Cemetery in Hawthorne.  

In lieu of flowers, donations to Holy 
Innocents or Rosary Hill would be 
appreciated. 
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Mount Kisco Police Department

Aug. 9: A driver from Brewster Taxi 
sought out an officer on Kirby Plaza at 
8:43 a.m. after a passenger refused to pay 
a $40 fare. The passenger, a 28-year-old 
Mount Kisco man, agreed to pay after he 
was approached by the officer.

Aug. 10: Report of a house window 
struck by eggs on Mountain Avenue at 
10:06 p.m. Police have no suspects in 
connection with the incident.

Aug. 11: The rear window of a 2003 
Audi was found to be shattered at 11:59 
p.m. while parked on Sarles Avenue. It 
was not known how the window was 
broken but there were egg shells found 
near the car. Police had no suspects.

Aug. 12: Report of a fight on South 
Moger Avenue outside Tacos La Cabana 
at 11:49 p.m. When officers arrived, they 
spotted a large group but no fighting. 
The group was dispersed without  
incident.

Aug. 13: A 25-year-old Mount Kisco 
man was arrested at 1:31 a.m. and 
charged with urinating in public, a 
violation, on South Moger Avenue.

Aug. 14: Report of a petty larceny at 
Arroway Chevrolet on North Bedford 
Road at 1:56 p.m. A subject took two 
tires that he incorrectly thought were 
part of a scrap pile. The matter was 

deemed a misunderstanding.
Aug. 14: A 32-year-old Danbury 

woman was arrested at 3:52 p.m. and 
charged with third-degree attempted 
assault, a Class A misdemeanor, for 
striking a 45-year-old female nurse at 
Northern Westchester Hospital.

 
Pleasantville Police Department

Aug. 14: Report of criminal mischief 
on Bedford Road at 9:42 p.m. A resident 
reported that sometime between 8 p.m. 
on Aug. 13 and 8 a.m. this date, someone 
spray painted a lewd phrase on the 
property’s fence in light blue paint. A 
neighbor’s fence also had the same color 
paint.

Aug. 14: Report of a larceny from a 
vehicle on Memorial Plaza at 7:45 p.m. 
An undetermined number of items were 
removed from the car while parked.

Aug. 14: At 7:32 a.m., a vehicle was 
reported vandalized while parked on 
Sutton Place.

North Castle Police Department

Aug. 8: A complainant reported at 
4:21 p.m. that he is in a dispute with 
his landlord over a water issue at his 
Byram Ridge Road South apartment. 
The dispatching officers reported that 

the argument sounded heated but was 
only verbal in nature. Two units were 
dispatched. Matter was adjusted.

Aug. 9: Personnel from Stop & Shop 
on North Broadway in North White 
Plains reported having detained a female 
subject for allegedly shoplifting. The 
woman was arrested and transported to 
headquarters.

Aug. 10: Report of an auto accident 
in the DeCicco’s parking lot on Maple 
Avenue at 3:11 p.m. Complainant 
reported she was pulling into a spot 
when a male motorist opened his door in 
front of her. She struck the door causing 
an unknown amount of damage. The two 
parties exchanged information and went 
on their way.

Aug. 10: A woman reported at 10:02 
p.m. that she is having a dispute with 
her daughter behind the Moderne 
Barn restaurant The woman stated 
that her daughter is highly intoxicated 
and combative. Responding officers 
dispatched; matter adjusted.

Aug. 11: Report of two loose horses 
behind the Banksville Fire Department 
on Bedford Banksville Road at 7:21 a.m. 
An employee of the farm at 35 Banksville 
Road was contacted and will retrieve the 
horses.
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County Officials Spread Word on Available Suicide Prevention Help 
By Martin Wilbur

Westchester health officials experienced 
an uptick of phone calls from residents 
asking questions and seeking resources 
for suicide prevention last week following 
the Aug. 11 death of actor and comedian 
Robin Williams.

While the county didn’t track its calls, 
Michael Orth, deputy commissioner for 
the county’s Department of Community 
Mental Health, said the agency had 
“definitely seen an increase” in requests 
for help, particularly from family 
members concerned about loved ones 
battling depression and suicidal thoughts.

Orth said incidents such as Williams’ 
passing presents a chance to help educate 
the public about what signs to look for in 
others who are suffering from depression, 
and where they and their relatives can turn 
to for help or to obtain more information.

“I think there is a lot more awareness 
on the part of the public about this,” Orth 
said. 

Part of that awareness campaign is to 
help educate friends and family members 
on the warning signs. Changes in eating 
and sleeping habits; withdrawal from 
family, friends and activities that had once 
been enjoyed; and an increase in alcohol 
consumption or drug use are several of 
the signs, he said.

Overt talk of hurting oneself is another 

sign, but many who contemplate suicide 
keep their thoughts to themselves. 
Regardless, if someone suspects a person 
is depressed or suicidal, it should never be 
dismissed.

“While some who are suicidal say they 
wish they were dead, talk about wanting 
to hurt themselves, or die or express 
hopelessness, not all do,” said Westchester 
County Health Commissioner Dr. 
Sherlita Amler. “However, talk like this 
should never be brushed aside.” 

Suicide remains a threat for many 
Americans and their families. According 
to the Centers for Disease Control & 
Prevention in Atlanta, more than 30,000 
people commit suicide in this country 
while an estimated 250,000 are treated 
following a failed attempt.

In Westchester, suicide rates have been 
fairly constant in recent years. There were 
71 in 2010, 60 in 2011 and 78 in 2012, 
the last three years where statistics are 
available.

Jennifer Jacquet-Murray, president of 
the Westchester chapter of the National 
Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI), based 
in Elmsford, said the strategy today is to 
confront people may be at risk of killing 
themselves. Studies have shown that 
a person who is considering suicide is 
more likely to be stopped if someone they 
know asks them directly whether they are 

planning on suicide.
“The approach to suicide prevention has 

changed today and the recommendation 
is to talk about it,” she said.

Orth agreed, saying that often the act 
of asking how someone is doing and 
whether they have had thoughts about 
suicide can motivate the person who is 
suffering to seek help.

While teenagers often garner the 
most attention as suicide victims, that 
demographic ranks third in frequency, 
currently accounting for about 11 percent 
of all suicides in the U.S., Orth said. 
Today, one out of every five suicides are 
committed by men 45 to 64 years old, a 
number that has been on the rise over the 
past decade. Possible contributing factors 
include financial pressures that have 

mounted over the past 10 years and the 
stronger likelihood of males not to seek 
professional help.

The second most susceptible group are 
the elderly, 85 years old and up, who often 
are battling myriad health ailments, Orth 
said.

He said since early last year the county 
has been aggressively addressing mental 
health issues with two programs as part 
of County Executive Rob Astorino’s 
Safer Communities initiative.  The 
programs include Youth Mental Health 
First Aid, safeTALK and Applied Suicide 
Intervention Skills Training (ASIST), 
which have been available to the general 
public, although there has been an 
emphasis on those who work with 
youngsters and the county’s clergy.

Suicide Prevention Resources Available for 
W’chester Residents 

• The National Suicide Prevention Lifeline at 800-273-TALK (8255)
• 911
• St. Vincent’s Hospital Crisis Prevention and Response Team at 914-925-5959
• The Westchester/Putnam Suicide Coalition at www.westputspc.org
• American Foundation for Suicide Prevention, Westchester Chapter, at 914-

610-9156, www.afsp.org/westchester or westchesterny@afsp.org
• NAMI Westchester at 914-592-5458 or www.namiwestchester.org
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Listen Up

 Apple Bank                    Savings Account:
 Great Rate and a Bonus on Each 1-Year Anniversary!

BONUS 

PLUS 0.25% 
On each 1-year anniversary of account opening

BONUS**

$25,000 minimum to earn stated rate
0.75% 

APY*

  Savings AccountBONUS

*For the Apple Bank BONUS Savings account, interest earned on daily balances of $2,500 or more at these tiers: $2,500-$24,999: .10% Annual Percentage Yield (APY), $25,000 and up: .75% APY.  There is no interest paid on 
balances of $0-$2,499.  APYs disclosed effective as of July 1, 2014.  APYs may be changed at any time at the Bank’s discretion.  There is a minimum of $2,500 required to open the Apple Bank BONUS Savings account.  $2,500 
minimum daily balance is required to avoid $10 monthly maintenance fee.  Fees may reduce earnings.  Funds used to open this account cannot be from an existing Apple Bank account.
**Special bonus feature:  A .25% simple interest rate bonus will be paid on each anniversary date of account opening on the lowest balance for that year (anniversary date to anniversary date).  No bonus is paid if the ac-
count balance is less than $2,500 on the anniversary date.  Additional deposits during a given anniversary period do not affect the bonus interest payment.  Deposits made to the account on any anniversary date will be used 
to calculate the lowest account balance for the next anniversary period. The bonus interest is calculated on the lowest balance on deposit from one anniversary date to the next anniversary date.  Simple interest rate bonus is 
subject to change at any time after first anniversary date of account opening. Hypothetical example of how bonus works:  Assume an account is opened on July 1, 2014 for $50,000.  A $10,000 withdrawal is made on Febru-
ary 15, 2015.  No other withdrawals are made prior to the July 1, 2015 anniversary date.  The low balance is now $40,000, so $100 in bonus interest will be paid on July 1, 2015.

Marianne Volpi, 
Assistant Vice President, Branch Manager

Rose Hill Shopping Center, Thornwood
914-769-8400

Visit us today!
Established 1863 · Member FDIC

www.applebank.com

apple bk - EXAMINER - BONUS ACCOUNT (7-7-14).indd   1 7/10/2014   1:21:59 PM

New Comptroller Takes Over in North Castle 
By Martin Wilbur

The North Castle Town Board 
appointed a new comptroller last week, 
the town’s first fulltime replacement 
since a controversial resignation earlier 
this year.

Denise Oakley, who formerly had 
municipal experience in the City of 
Rye, was appointed by the board to the 
$95,000-a-year post effective yesterday 
(Monday). Although an appointment, 
the term of a comptroller in North Castle 
runs concurrently with the supervisor’s 
term, which expires at the end of 2015, 

said Town Administrator Joan Goldberg.
Goldberg said Oakley had worked 

in Rye’s finance department about 15 
years ago, then moved into the private 
sector, spending about eight years in 
finances for a private company. Most 
recently, Oakley, who was one of about 
10 candidates for the job, had been 
working for a temp agency and was 
filling in for the town since shortly after 
the comptroller’s vacancy was created in 
January, she said.

North Castle’s former comptroller, 
Faith Berland, resigned shortly after the 

new town board was seated after having 
alleged that she and several other town 
employees were harassed by Goldberg.

Mt. Pleasant Appoints Comptroller
A new era has begun in Mount 

Pleasant Town Hall as the town’s 
longtime comptroller resigned this week 
and her successor was appointed by the 
town board.

The board voted unanimously at 
its Aug. 12 meeting to hire Deputy 
Comptroller Maria Lanjewar to the 
position, succeeding Tina Peretti. Peretti 
served in the post for 15 years.

Lanjewar, who began her new job last 
Wednesday, will earn a $115,000 salary. 

“She will do an excellent job for the 
town,” Supervisor Joan Maybury said 
last week. Lanjewar has served as deputy 
comptroller for the past decade. 

Peretti chose to resigned to be a 
caregiver for some of her relatives, 
Maybury said. 

The town board also agreed to canvass 
the Westchester County civil service list 
to seek a new deputy comptroller. 

--Neal Rentz

State Sen. George Latimer (D-Rye) 
visited The Bristal at Armonk 
assisted living community on Aug. 
12 to have a Q&A with the senior 
residents on state legislative issues. 
Topics of  discussion included the 
process of  voting and volunteering 
as an election inspector, health care 
issues, public education including 
the Common Core, senior housing 
and transportation. 
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By Neal Rentz
For Pleasantville native Heather Craig, 

2011 was a year like none other. She took 
a cross-country tour with the pop music 
band Porches, which includes several fellow 
Pleasantville natives.

The 40-day, 36-concert sojourn is 
the subject of Craig’s first film as a 
director, “Being Alone: A Porches Tour 
Documentary.” A free screening will be held 
Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. at the Jacob Burns 
Film Center in Pleasantville.

Following the screening, Craig, who 
also served as the film’s producer and 
cinematographer, will participate in a 
question-and-answer session with Erin 
Whitson, the film’s editor. 

“Being Alone” is being presented at the 
Burns in conjunction with two film series 
– the “Sounds of Summer: New Music 
Documentaries” and “Local Element: Work 
From a Westchester Perspective.”

Craig said she has been friends with some 
of the band members growing up in the 
village, including Aaron Maine, the group’s 
songwriter who now lives in Manhattan, 
and lead guitarist Kevin Farrant, now a 
Brooklyn resident. Doug Roberts, a visual 
artist and another village native, supervises 
the sale of band merchandise at concerts.

Though the group is now based in 
Brooklyn, it formed in Pleasantville in 2009. 
Its first full-length CD, “Slow Dance in the 

Cosmos,” was released last year. 
Craig, 27, a Pleasantville High School and 

Drexel University graduate who is also a 
photographer, said after working with other 
directors as a cinematographer, she wanted 
to make her own movie.

“I was working in the film industry and 
became disheartened working for larger 
productions,” she said. “I wanted to use my 
talent to make films that leave a positive 
impact. I had just bought the 5d Mark II and 
looked in my own backyard at the amazing 

talent of my friends. They were going after 
their dreams and I felt like it would be an 
inspirational story to tell for other young 
artists.” 

Craig said she tagged along with the band 
as it toured the United States in a van. After 
Craig completed filming, the editing process 
took three years, with Whitson coming in 
for the final year. Farrant met Whitson at a 
party last year and understood the project 
immediately, she said.

“It’s hard to edit something that you shot 

yourself, especially when you are so close to 
the subject,” Craig explained. “Plus I wasn’t 
funded. I had a $3,000 kick starter that went 
very quickly. I had to work for money while 
I was working on the film.”

Prior to this week’s upcoming 
presentation at the Burns, the film has been 
screened at 

Babys Alright in Brooklyn and the 
Heirloom Arts Theatre in Danbury, as well 
as other festivals in the Northeast.

Craig said she can identify with the 
band as members tried to make a name for 
themselves.

“You don’t do it for the money,” she said. 
“There is no money.” 

Craig said she would like to direct in the 
future. 

“I am leaving it open for new stories to 
tell. In the meantime I am focusing on my 
photography,” she said. “One day I dream of 
becoming an environmental lawyer.”

For tickets to the screening and the Q&A, 
send an email to lzakalik@burnsfilmcenter.
org with the subject line Porches. However, 
space is limited. 

The Jacob Burns Film Center is located at 
364 Manville Rd. For more information, call 
914-747-5555 or visit burnsfilmcenter.org.

“Being Alone: A Porches Tour 
Documentary” can be purchased via 
download or as a DVD at Craig’s website, 
www.thefeathervane.com.

Pleasantville Native’s Band Documentary to Be Screened at Jacob Burns

JACOB BURNS FILM CENTER PHOTO
A still from “Being Alone: A Porches Tour Documentary,” which was directed by Pleasantville native 
Heather Craig (inset). A free screening and question-and-answer session will take place Wednesday at 
the Jacob Burns Film Center in Pleasantville.

“You were able to answer every question we had along the way and
found us the perfect house.”  J. & E. Ackerman, Buyers, Irvington

“You’re my hero, again and again!” Michele Monteforte, Buyer, Garrison

“Bill mediated a host of problems and, all in all, he’s a superstar.” David
Wright, Lawyer, Estate Sale,Yorktown 

“Your marketing strategy was very effective,
you provided expert and valued advice and
never tried to steer us into hasty decisions.”
Sophie & Mike Farigoul, Sellers, Putnam Valley

“A great communicator and a trusted advisor!” 
Jeffery and Anthony Simmons, Sellers, Peekskill

Rely on Bill for all your real estate needs.
Learn more at: PrimaveraRealEstate.com

Or call Bill directly at: 914-522-2076

William “Bill” Primavera is a NYS Licensed Real 
Estate Salesperson with William Raveis Real Estate,
1820 Commerce Street.,Yorktown Heights, NY, 
914.245.0460. Visit: www.raveis.com.

“The Home Guru”Realtor
BILL PRIMAVERA
What his clients say about

R

WILLIAM RAVEIS

REAL ESTATE * MORTGAGE * INSURANCE

REAL ESTATE * MORTGAGE * INSURANCE
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I write in response to the article in 
the Aug. 12 Examiner (“Pville District 
Considering Changes to Help High 
School Students”) about possible changes 
to the Pleasantville High School lunch 
menu. The federal program that the 
school is planning to withdraw from 
encourages important attributes of sound 
lunch programs: vegetables and fruits 
(and wheat bread) being prominent in 
lieu of the diet of carbohydrates, fats and 

meats that teens crave. 
Although students may not like the 

current Pleasantville lunch offerings, 
perhaps the problem is that these lunches 
aren’t being prepared tastefully with the 
nutritious ingredients. It’s not that hard. A 
creative chef can do amazing things with 
spices and combinations to make good, 
palatable dishes. 

Our schools should emphasize healthful 
eating and put that ahead of revenue.   

That requires attractive and enticing 
cafeteria entrees as well as an education 
process for the students to learn that there 
are good-tasting alternatives to fries and 
burgers.  McDonald’s knows that burgers 
and fries sell, we need a better model than 
that in our schools.

J. Scott Dyer
Pleasantville

PO Box 611, 
Mount Kisco, NY 10549
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Make Sure You Are Drinking Enough Water During the Summer

Letter to the Editor

With the abundance 
of sunshine and blue 
skies we’ve had this 
summer there has been 
ample opportunity to 
break out the sandals 
and sunscreen. 

Longer days, vacation 
time and a break from 
school provide many 
opportunities to spend 
the day outdoors 

enjoying your favorite recreational activities. 
Whether you are running, biking, hiking or 
relaxing at the beach it is important to make 
sure you are drinking enough--enough 
water that is. 

While staying hydrated is important for 
good health all year round, it is particularly 
vital in summer, when long hours spent in 
the sun and or even a short trip outside in 
warm and humid weather will leave you 
feeling sweaty and sticky. 

Sweating, whether in response to heat, 
stress or illness, is part of the body’s natural 
response to regulate temperature. As sweat 
evaporates from the skin it helps keep you 
cool. The trouble comes when one’s sweat 
rate exceeds their fluid intake, which if not 
remedied can lead to dehydration. Days 
with high humidity further increase the 
risk for dehydration as humid air decreases 
the effectiveness of sweat evaporating and 
cooling off the body. As body temperature 
increases the need for fluid intake also rises, 
so the warmer and stickier the weather the 
more important fluid intake becomes, even 

if you are not exercising strenuously.
Young children, older adults and those 

with a certain illness or medical conditions 
are at higher risk for dehydration. Fluid 
intake of very young children should be 
monitored when playing outdoors in the 
heat. It is also important to teach young 
athletes the symptoms of dehydration so 
they can let coaches or parents know if 
they are not feeling well and need an extra 
water break or to step away from practice or 
competition to rehydrate. 

Symptoms of mild dehydration can 
include a dry and sticky mouth, headache, 
dizziness or lightheadedness and thirst. 
Mild to moderate hydration can be treated 
by increasing fluid intake, and is not serious 
if treated promptly. Severe dehydration 
will result in a very dry mouth and skin, 
low blood pressure, a rapid heartbeat and 
rapid breathing. In such instances one 
should seek medical care immediately, as 
intravenous hydration will help restore fluid 
and electrolyte levels more rapidly. 

In contrast to dehydration is 
hyponatremia, a potentially fatal condition 
when blood sodium levels are too low. 
Hyponatremia can result from too much 
water without replacing electrolytes lost 
in sweat. In general, dehydration is much 
more common, but endurance athletes in 
particular can be at risk for hyponatremia 
when consuming high quantities of water 
during long training sessions. 

During extended training 
in hot weather athletes should 
consume a combination 

of water and sports drinks containing 
electrolytes such as Gatorade. An 
electrolyte supplement (a pill containing 
different minerals such as sodium, calcium, 
potassium and magnesium) can also be 
taken with water and reduce the chances 
of an upset stomach that might accompany 
consuming high volumes of sports drinks 
during extended exercise. Maintaining the 
right balance of fluid and electrolyte intake 
will help prevent both dehydration and 
hyponatremia, and has the added bonus of 
helping prevent muscle cramps during long 
races such as a marathons or triathlons. 

A simple way to monitor hydration 
status, provided you aren’t squeamish, is to 
check the color of your urine. When urine 
is pale yellow or colorless, and you have 
been visiting the bathroom throughout the 
day, it is a good indication that you are well 
hydrated. Infrequent urination that is dark 
yellow or brown urine can indicate a need 
to increase fluid intake, as the kidneys are 
producing a more concentrated fluid. 

To ensure that you and your family stay 
properly hydrated this summer make sure 
you are consuming plenty of water each day 
and including an electrolyte replacement 
during strenuous or lengthy exercise bouts. 

For more information, email us at 
admin@proclinix.com or visit www. 
Proclinix.com 

Brian J. Dombral is director of physical 
therapy at ProClinix Sports Physical Therapy 

& Chiropractic, PLLC in 
Armonk and Pleasantville.

Experience an extraordinary day of 
art at one of the nation’s top fine art 
and craft fairs. 

Meet 185 juried artists as they 
showcase their one-of-a-kind pieces at 
the 53rd annual Armonk Outdoor Art 
Show, scheduled for Saturday, Sept. 20 
and Sunday, Sept. 21 from 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Visit with returning favorites 
along with 52 new artists. Take a free, 
guided artist tour, get complementary 

decorating assistance, let your kids 
explore their creative side in our 
children’s booth and enjoy a meal or a 
snack in the food court. Come for the 
art and stay for the day.

The art show will be held at 
Community Park, 205 Business Park 
Drive in Armonk.

Parking is free, including 
handicapped parking. No dogs are 
allowed. The show is a rain or s 

hine event.
Regular admission is $10 for adults; 

$8 with the discount couple (no more 
than two admissions). Seniors will 
be admitted for $8 while children 18 
years old and under can get in for free.

All proceeds from the show will 
benefit the North Castle Public Library.

For more information and to print 
the discount coupon visit  www.
armonkoutdoorartshow.org.

53rd Annual Armonk Outdoor Art Show Next Month

By Dr. Brian J. 
Dombral
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By Martin Wilbur
Rachel Lim will be heading next week 

to the National Tennis Center in Flushing 
Meadows like a lot of other tennis 
enthusiasts.

While most will be there for the start 
of the U.S. Open, one of the sport’s most 
anticipated tournaments of the year, Lim’s 
first priority will be for something else. 
The 14-year-old incoming freshman at 
Briarcliff High School will be part of a 
group of 30 budding tennis stars that will 
be recognized at the United States Tennis 
Association’s (USTA) Eastern Junior 
Awards Gala on Monday morning.

The ceremony honors players such 
as Lim in the Eastern region, one of the 
USTA’s 17 areas throughout the country, 
for outstanding play throughout the past 
year. She is ranked first in the 14s and 16s 
division in the region and is just one of 
four players to reach a top three ranking 
in two age categories.

“To be honored there just makes it so 
much more special, that it’s at the U.S. 
Open,” Lim said.

Aside from being a world famous tennis 

venue, what also makes it special for Lim 
is that she’s no stranger to the USTA Billie 
Jean King National Tennis Center. Since 
she was nine years old and was accepted 
into the center’s training program, Lim 
has been traveling to Flushing about 
four days a week for three-hour training 
sessions after school.

But Lim said it has become almost 
second nature for her to be able to juggle 
her hectic school and practice schedules, 
doing it with the same disciplined 
business-like approach that has helped 
her to rack up victories with increasing 
frequency.

“When I step on the court I’m all 
business,” Lim said. “Nothing else matters 
to me, just me and my tennis.”

Lim first started playing when she was 
five years old, introduced to the sport by 
her tennis-loving parents. While her mom 
and dad have been recreational players, 
they began teaching Rachel and her sister, 
Rebecca, who is two years younger.

Her competitiveness and the joy she 
has derived from playing began to take 
off about two years later when her parents 

began entering her in local tournaments.
After appearing in her first national 

tournament at eight years old, one of her 
first tastes of success came in 2009 when 
she qualified for Nationals in the Little 
Mo Tournament. Another breakthrough 
came in April 2012, just shy of her 12th 
birthday, when Lim captured the  Longines 
Future Tennis Aces Tournament, which 
earned her a trip to France during the 
French Open along with about 15 other 
finalists from around the world.

Lim’s winning ways have continued 
into 2014 and with even greater regularity. 
In the spring, she won the Easter Bowl, 
the USTA National Spring Tournament 
in Indian Wells, Calif. In the 16s, Lim, 
a lefthander, won the Eastern Super Six 
Section Championships in June in New 
Jersey. She had also started off the year 
winning an Eastern Super Six that took 
place on Long Island.

Playing older opponents hasn’t seemed 

to faze Lim, who has made the transition 
to the next age category with relative ease. 
She said she plays her game despite the 
improved competition.

“Moving up to 16s, the girls are bigger, 
they’re stronger, they’re faster on the 
court,” she explained. “But I make sure 
that I don’t prepare any differently.”

She recently competed at the World 
Junior Tennis Championships in 
Prostejov, Czech Republic, where the 
girls’ team finished fifth. Individually, 
Lim was strong, winning four of the five 
singles matches she played. Since Jan. 1, 
her overall record stands at 59-11.

Lim admires and enjoys watching some 
of the world’s top players--Roger Federer, 
Rafael Nadal on the men’s side and Maria 
Sharapova for the women. Another player 
Lim said she looks up to is Petra Kvitova, 
also a lefty. 

“I really look up to (Kvitova) because of 
her personality and her game,” Lim said. 
“She is a lefty just like me and I would love 
to model my game after hers, by playing 
aggressive and powerful ground strokes.”

With her frequent travel, Lim hasn’t 
had time to play in school, although she 
would love to represent Briarcliff High 
School. She’s also eyeing the possibility of 
a pro career. Despite the long hours she’s 
put in so far and the work that still needs 
to be done to realize her dream, Lim said 
she enjoys herself on the court.

“I just really think that tennis is so 
much fun,” she said.
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Rachel Lim, Student/Tennis Player

Briarcliff Manor

THERE’S A 
LOT OF LOVE

IN THE AIR
UP HERE.

It’s just the way people feel about Westchester. We know. We’re the 1,000 people 

who help run Indian Point, and we live in the area too. Indian Point generates about 

one quarter of the power for New York City and Westchester, with virtually no 

greenhouse gas emissions, and at lower cost than other sources. All across our area, 

we’re Powering New York in ways you might not expect.

Learn more about the true value of Indian Point to our area, 
as well as the $1 billion we’ve invested in the safety of our plant in recent years, 

at SafeSecureVital.com/PoweringNY

Indian Point Energy Center

POWERING NEW YORK
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The transition to college is an exciting 
time, full of anticipation for the next 
chapter of life. But with new opportunities 
come uncertainties, from financing an 
education to picking the right courses.

“Paying for college and having kids 
leave the house is new territory for most 
parents and children. But with research 
and preparation, parents can help kids 
learn how to maximize available funds, 
borrow responsibly and manage their 
new lives,” said Jodi Okun, founder of 
College Financial Aid Advisors and brand 
ambassador for Discover Student Loans. 
“Parents should encourage kids to take 
responsibility for forming a long-term 
financial plan they can work through 
together.”

Okun offers the following tips for a 
smooth transition:

• Empower Students. Let students start 
with smaller decisions, such as what to do 
with high school graduation money, and 
then build to bigger ones, such as finding 
and applying for additional scholarships, 
and deciding whether they can balance 
school with work-study or a part-time job. 
Encourage students to form meaningful 
relationships with their school’s financial 
aid office.

• Balance Dreams With Opportunities. 

While students often pick a major based 
on childhood passions, parents may 
steer them toward an in-demand field 
with a good salary and career trajectory. 
In fact, 70 percent of parents say job 
potential after college is as important or 
more important than choice of major, 
according to a recent Discover Student 
Loans survey. Starting salary should also 
guide how much debt the student takes 
on. For example, if a student anticipates 
a $40,000 a year starting salary, he or she 
should take on no more than $40,000 in 
student loans over the course of college.

• Figure Out the Parents’ Role. The 
majority of student loans are for students, 
but there are loans specifically for parents 
(e.g., Parent PLUS Loans and some 
private student loans). Consider the 
advantages of each and decide whether 
parent student loans, traditional student 
loans or a combination is best. Regardless 
of what’s decided, parents should discuss 
options and expectations with their child.

• Exhaust Free Money First. Grants, 
scholarships and other free financial aid 
can help students pay for costs. Resources 
such as Discover’s Free Scholarship 
Search and Studentaid.ed.gov can help 
students and parents identify and apply 
for important free money.

• Choose the Right Student Loan. With 
so many choices for loans, choosing the 
right one can be overwhelming. Families 
should compare federal and private 
student loans based on key components, 
such as interest rates, origination fees and 
repayment options and then choose the 
loans that best fit their financial needs.

• Seek Consultation. Financing college 
can be an overwhelming and confusing 

process. Consider talking to a financial 
planner who can offer sound advice.

More tips can be found at 
DiscoverStudentLoans.com.

As college costs rise, understanding 
the financial resources available, as well 
as having conversations about who is 
responsible for what, will ultimately 
provide peace of mind for students and 
parents.

Tips to Ensure Your Child’s Smooth Transition to College

   

When students feel they belong, 
they can achieve anything.

October Open Houses:  Sunday, Oct. 5, 1 - 3 pm
Thursday, Oct. 16, 9 - 11 am • Sunday, Oct. 26, 1 - 3 pm

Families choose Soundview Prep because of its rigorous 
college preparatory curriculum, its strong music and art 

program, and its personalized learning community.

Soundview Preparatory School
370 Underhill Avenue, Yorktown Heights, NY 10598

(914) 962-2780 • soundviewprep.org

You’re invited!You’re invited!

Providing 
the best dance 
education in 
Westchester 

County since 1937.

• Modern, Contemporary, 
    Ballet, Jazz, 
   Tap and Hip-Hop
• Performing Groups 
• Choreography 
   Opportunities
• Pre-School – 
   Adult
• Moving Wheels 
    & Heels
    for dancers with 
   special needs

Bi
ll 

Br
am

sw
ig

 P
ho

to

Online registration now available at 
www.steffi nossen.org or call 914-328-1900
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Studio of Dance, 
Exercise & the 

Performing Arts
REGISTER
 NOW FOR

THE 
NUTCRACKER

Boys & Girls Age 5 
thru Adult

Non-Dancers & Dancers
Audition Sunday, 
September 14th

Call for Audition Times

	  

	  
Studio of Dance, Exercise 

and 
The Performing Arts 

 
REGISTER NOW 

Classes begin September 9th 
 

Preschool -Adult 
Beginner-Advanced 

Private and Group Lessons  
 

914-238-8974 
danceemotions@earthlink.net 

www.danceemotions.net 
75 S. Greeley Ave. 2nd Fl. Chappaqua, 

NY 
 

Pre Dance, Ballet, Pointe, Lyrical, 
Jazz, Hip Hop, Tap, Theatre Dance, 

Yoga, Martial Arts, Zumba, 
Ballroom, Tango,  

Voice, Acting, Musical Theatre, 

For Information & To Register
Call: 238-8974

Email:  danceemotions@earthlink.net
 75 South Greeley Ave.Chappaqua, NY
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Register Now for FALL CLASSES
Session Begins September 8th

Boys & Girls Age 21/2 thru Adult
Beginner thru Advanced Levels 

Recreational & Competitive Teams
Musical Theatre Productions

CallÊ914-238-9267Ê

 Private, full-day kindergarten 
 High teacher-to-student ratio 
 Before and after school programs 
 Individualized approach with  
  special attention to transition 
 

 preparing for it at  
 World Cup Kindergarten 

Dreaming Dreaming 
about my about my   
future...future...  

160ÊHuntsÊLaneÊÿÊChappaquaÊÿÊNYÊÊwww.worldcupschools.com160ÊHuntsÊLaneÊÿÊChappaquaÊÿÊNYÊÊwww.worldcupschools.comÊÊ

 Think Now and Think Fall !
 

Check out our Wear Now Collection of Late Summer and Early 
Fall merchandise

 
50% Off Late Summer

20% off Early Fall Arrivals
 Sale Ends 8/24                                    

  73 Wheeler Avenue    Pleasantville, NY    10570    (914)238.7899   73 Wheeler Avenue    Pleasantville, NY    10570    (914)238.7899   73 Wheeler Avenue    Pleasantville, NY    10570    (914)238.7899   73 Wheeler Avenue    Pleasantville, NY    10570    (914)238.7899   
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The Steffi Nossen School of Dance, 
now in its 77th year, announces its 
roster of new classes, contemporary, tiny 
dancers, improvisation/composition, Fall 
Showcase Ensemble, adult ballet and an 
adult beginning workshop with eight-
week sessions of ballet, modern and jazz. 

The school’s Week of Dance Open 
House from Sept. 15-20 is a great 
opportunity to a free sampling of age- and 
level-appropriate classes. 

With studios centrally located in the 
Music Conservatory of Westchester 
(across from the County Center) in White 
Plains and St. Mary the Virgin Church 
on South Greeley Avenue in Chappaqua 
with its beautiful new wood floor, there 
are classes to suit a variety of interests 
and needs--whether a toddler and parent, 
beginning dancer, a pre-professional or a 
recreational or serious dancer. 

The newly expanded Core Dance 
Program includes modern dance classes 
through grade 3, modern/jazz for grades 
4-7 and jazz for grades 6 and up; hip-
hop for grade 2 through high school  and 
the new core ballet and tap programs for 
children starting in preschool.  

Curricula are designed to develop 
technique and creativity to emphasize 

movement and dance vocabulary. Classes 
are age-based; technique is taught in the 
form of dances appropriate to the physical 
and educational development of each age 
level set to music of a variety of styles and 
periods.  

Steffi Nossen continues to offer level-
based technique classes in modern, 
ballet, jazz, tap and hip-hop. Added is 
contemporary, a fusion of ballet, modern, 
post-modern and jazz techniques, 
favored by many current dancers and 
choreographers. 

In the new improvisation/composition 
class, dancers can experience the complete 
choreographic process. Participants 
will learn how to shape movement into 
choreography, music selection, casting, 
rehearsal process and production 
preparation. A panel will select the most 
promising work for inclusion in the Nov. 
22 Choreography Showcase, sharing 
the stage with works of professional 
choreographers.

Please note two new adult classes: 
morning adult ballet class and an adult 
beginner workshop with eight-week 
sessions in ballet, modern and jazz.

The new Tiny Dancers program, for 
toddlers as young as 12 months with 

caregivers, introduces young children 
to the joy of dance, inviting parents 
and caretakers to be a part of this fun-
filled class focusing on motor skills and 
musicality. 

“Our Core Program emphasizes the 
development of the whole 
child:  their emotions, 
mind, creativity and 
physical ability”, said 
Kathy Fitzgerald, Steffi 
Nossen’s director. “Our 
faculty shares their love 
of dance with students 
and collaborates to design 
sequential, developmental 
and age-appropriate 
curricula. Our programs 
encourage creativity and 
expose students to a variety 
of dance style. Dancers 
have many opportunities 
to perform.” 

Faculty members are all graduates of 
college dance programs and performing 
professionals.

“For the dancer interested in developing 
additional performance experience and 
advancement, master classes, a variety of 
ensembles and the pre-professional Steffi 

Nossen Dance Company offer additional 
training and performance opportunities,”  
Fitzgerald added. 

Fitzgerald, a graduate of North Carolina 
School of the Arts, has performed as a 
principal dancer and teacher for Frankfort 

Ballet and soloist with 
Jiri Kylian’s Netherlands 
Dance Theater.

Named by Westchester 
Magazine 2013 Best of 
Westchester, Moving 
Wheels & Heels, a  
program of adaptive dance 
classes for students of all 
abilities – both wheelchair 
and stand-up – begins its 
11th year. Classes feature 
movement adapted so that 
all can  experience the 
joy of moving to music, 
express creativity and  
learn dance technique, all 

to live music. 
To learn more, get help in planning 

your dance year, register or arrange a no-
obligation trial class, contact the Steffi 
Nossen School of Dance at 914-328-1900 
or e-mail info@steffinossen.org or visit 
www.steffinossen.org.  

Steffi Nossen School of Dance Announces Fall Classes and Registration

Full Service Dental Care for Children
• Advanced Diagnostic Equipment
• Digital X-Ray Technology
•Conscious Sedation/General Anesthesia
• Mercury Free Fillings

Schedule Your Child’s Appointment Today

(914) 241-1933
Hours by Appointment  • Most Insurances Accepted

Dr. Jaish Markos, DMD
40 Radio Circle •   Mt. Kisco  • www.gckidsdmd.com

Pediatric Dentistry
Gentle Care

y o u r  c h i l d ’ s  c h o i c e
Pediatric Dentistry

Gentle Care
Now 

Accepting 
New 

Patients!

Proudly Celebrating 37 Years of Dance Instruction

Rose-Marie Menes, Founder and Artistic Director

914-245-2940 
1974 Commerce St. • Yorktown Heights

Visit our website for more information www.westchesterperformingarts.com

PROUDLY CELEBRATING 33 YEARS OF DANCE INSTRUCTION

SUMMER DANCE INTENSIVE
For Intermediate and Advanced Students

June 25 - July 27 • Ages 7 1/2 & Up
Ballet, Pointe, Partnering, Modern, Jazz, Tap,

Broadway, Lyrical

Classes In Ballet, Pointe, Modern, Hip Hop, 
Jazz, Tap, Broadway, Lyrical & Bollywood. 

Registration for 2014-2015
Fridays: Aug. 22, Sept. 5

5:00-7:00pm, Rm 121
Saturdays: Aug. 23, Sept. 6
10:00am-12:00pm , Rm 121

Fall Semester begins Sept. 8, 2014
NUTCRACKER AUDITIONS • Sept. 20, 2014

All classes taught by 
trained professional sta� 

Rose-Marie Menes, Founder and Artistic Director

914-245-2940 
1974 Commerce St. • Yorktown Heights

Visit our website for more information www.westchesterperformingarts.com

PROUDLY CELEBRATING 33 YEARS OF DANCE INSTRUCTION

SUMMER DANCE INTENSIVE
For Intermediate and Advanced Students

June 25 - July 27 • Ages 7 1/2 & Up
Ballet, Pointe, Partnering, Modern, Jazz, Tap,

Broadway, Lyrical

1974 Commerce St. • Yorktown Heights
Call 914-245-2940

www.westchesterperformingarts.com
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• Hair Cuts • Perms • Color 
• Keritan Treatment • Highlights• Keritan Treatment • Highlights

• Chemical Straightening • Waxing• Chemical Straightening • Waxing• Chemical Straightening • Waxing• Chemical Straightening • Waxing

• Hair Cuts • Perms • Color 
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Katonah Shopping Center 
 270 Katonah Ave. Katonah

(914) 232-5201

“Bringing your Hair 
to Life Since 1982”

Now Offering
Barbering Services 

Including
Hot 

Shaves! $2 OFF
Any Hair Cut

With Buzz coupon. Not 
valid with other offers.
With Buzz coupon. Not 
valid with other offers.
With Buzz coupon. Not 

Exp. 6/15/14

$5 OFF
Any Chemical 

Service
With Buzz coupon. Not 
valid with other offers.
With Buzz coupon. Not 
valid with other offers.
With Buzz coupon. Not 

Exp. 6/15/14Like Us!

Katonah Shopping Center 

www.fredshairsalon.com
Tues. -Wed.- Fri. 9-6 Thurs. 9-7, Sat. 8-5

Walk-Ins
Welcome!

�W�i�t�h� �c�o�u�p�o�n�.� �N�o�t� �v�a�l�i�d� 
�w�i�t�h� �o�t�h�e�r� �o�f�f�e�r�s�.
�E�x�p�.� �9�/�1�5�/�1�4

�W�i�t�h� �c�o�u�p�o�n�.� �N�o�t� �v�a�l�i�d� 
�w�i�t�h� �o�t�h�e�r� �o�f�f�e�r�s�.
�E�x�p�.� �9�/�1�5�/�1�4

�Ò�B�r�i�n�g�i�n�g� �y�o�u�r� �H�a�i�r
�t�o� �L�i�f�e� �S�i�n�c�e� �1�9�8�2�Ó

Head Back to School 
with a Great New Look!

• Hair Cuts • Perms • Color
• Keratin Treatment • Highlights

• Chemical Straightening • Waxing

�W�a�l�k�-�I�n�s
�W�e�l�c�o�m�e�!

Call now to register for Fall Art Classes

914 232-4843               
or register online   www.katonahartcenter.com

Classes for all ages & all levels
Painting, Pottery, Sculpture, Photography, Fused Glass, 

Portfolio Development, Computer Art, Illustration, Cartooning, 
Birthday Parties, Jewlery, Drawing, Manga and more.

The sensitive electronic devices 
your family now owns no longer sit 
safely in the den. Your laptops, phones 
and tablets are in kids’ backpacks, the 
schoolyard and even the tree house. 
And these devices are certainly worse 
for wear.

In fact, more than half of American 
parents say their kids have damaged a 
mobile phone, laptop, tablet or other 
portable device, costing more than $2.8 
billion in repairs and replacements, 
according to research from SquareTrade.

“As more kids use tablets and other 
devices for games, videos, research and 
homework, these devices are at greater 
risk than ever before” said Ty Shay, 
CMO of SquareTrade.

Whether children are using their 
own devices or yours, you’ll want to 
protect your family’s electronics. Here 
are several steps you can take to avoid 
accidents entirely and protect yourself 
financially when they do happen to 
occur.
• Guard Against Fumbles. It’s nearly 

impossible to avoid slips, drops and 
fumbles, especially for small hands, so 
always keep devices in protective cases 
and covers. This small investment can 

protect your bigger one.
• Don’t Cry Over Spilled Milk. About 

one-third of kid-caused accidents 
involve food and drink. Breakfast 
may be especially dangerous, as half 
of all kid-caused food accidents 
involved milk. You can limit these 
types of accidents by setting a rule 
in your house that no one can use 

devices during meals and snack time.
• Save it for Later. Bathrooms and 

sensitive electronics don’t mix, as it’s 
all too easy to drop that smartphone 
in the toilet, or even the bathtub. 
Encourage kids to save their text 
conversations for later.

• Pack Smart. Help kids pack their bags 
for the school day in a smart way that 

ensures their tablet and other devices 
won’t be crushed by a load of books or 
have a run-in with a melted chocolate 
bar.

• Buy a Protection Plan. While 
manufacturers’ warranties cover 
malfunctions for reasons beyond 
users’ control, the reality is that 
accidents are just waiting to happen, 
especially when kids are involved. So 
find a protection plan that will cover 
accidental damage.
Rather than opt for costly insurance 

through your mobile carrier, check 
out more affordable options, such as 
SquareTrade, which offers protection 
plans on mobile phones, tablets, laptops 
and other devices. Their mobile phone 
plans, for example, cost $5 a month 
with a $75 deductible -- which is less 
than half of what most mobile carriers 
charge --and their online claims process 
makes it easy.

More information on protection plans 
can be found at www.SquareTrade.com.

Life is full of mishaps, especially 
during the busy school year. Take steps 
to protect the useful tools you and your 
family use every day.

Easy Steps to Protect Kids’ Costly Gadgets
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When I first met Kim and 
Matt Cozza and their teenage 
daughter Sydney, I knew I 
would enjoy helping them find 
a home because they said they 
would consider an historic one. 

As a realtor, I had developed 
a specialty in historic homes, 
having studied early American 
architecture at The College of 
William & Mary in Virginia 
and having interned at Historic 
Deerfield in Massachusetts, 
with the intention of becoming 
a museum curator. But, 
somehow that profession and 
my more gregarious personality 
didn’t seem to match up, and I 
ended up in the more “out there” fields of 
public relations, then real estate, instead. 

I have enjoyed owning and restoring 
two historic homes, which has greatly 
enhanced my living experience, and 
I have been fortunate to be called 
upon to list and sell a good number of 
historic homes since I entered the field. 
Currently, I have several such homes 
on the market, and the one purchased 
by the Cozzas more than two years ago 
offers a particularly exciting opportunity 
for some lucky buyer to visit the future 
while stepping back into the past because 
of the vision demonstrated by this couple 
in the home’s renovation.

While searching for the 
Cozzas’ home, I had to be on 
my toes because Kim had been 
a realtor upstate, working on 
the commercial side of the 
business, and Matt was the 
vice president for development 
and construction for a major 
supermarket chain. Kim would 
check everything new on the 
market each day before I got 
around to it. I can’t count 
how many houses we looked 
at before we came to the 
wonderful 1726 Colonial they 
decided to buy, on the same 
road on which my historic 
home is located in Yorktown 

Heights. Kim eyed it up and down and I 
could see her mind working in terms of 
the work it needed.

“When buying a house, I think about 
what it needs in terms of investment 
and what additional value it will bring 
to the house when we go to sell it,” she 
said recently when readying her house 
for resale, necessitated by Matt’s having 
taken a job in a new location. “We look 
at the roof, the heating system, the 
windows, the siding, water heater, the 
kitchen and bathrooms…the expensive 
things to deal with…everything else is 
relatively minor in bringing a house up 
to where it needs to be.” 

In this case, “the exterior had already 
been done in top quality no- or low-
maintenance materials like Azek trim, 
HardiPlank clapboard siding, and 
‘lifetime’ roofing, but the heating system 
needed to be replaced, along with the 
kitchen and windows,” Kim said, “and 
because we intended to stay here for a 
long time, we decided it was worth it to 
make this major investment.”

Matt chimed in that in the case of 
the heating system, he decided to go 
whole hog because the house was such 
a hodgepodge of steam, hot water and 
electric.

“Home buyers are sometimes hesitant 
to invest in an old house because they fear 
such factors as the upkeep, the heating 
system and the lack of insulation…these 
are the biggest concerns…so we decided 
to put our money there,” he said. “We 
invested in a dual pump system that was 
expensive as an initial investment (in the 
case of the Cozzas’ home, it involved a 
$27,000 cost to include air conditioning), 
but it pays for itself over the years of 
efficient energy use.”  

The Cozzas also invested in a new 
kitchen with top grade surfaces that cost 
close to $40,000, and all new windows 
that cost $8,000. 

“It’s the dual pump heating system 
that really makes this a home of the 
future because we can achieve maximum 

energy efficiency by switching back 
and forth from electricity to propane, 
depending on which is cheaper to use 
during the course of the season,” Matt 
said, “and should we get a gas line in, 
or choose to install solar panels, we 
could also switch to one of those energy 
sources if we choose.   

“It’s expensive to install but if you’re 
going to be in the house for a while, it 
pays for itself, “ Matt concluded. 

As it happens, his relocation required 
that the Cozzas place their house on the 
market long before they planned, but 
combining the charm of yesteryear with 
the efficiencies of the future captured the 
attention of the market. As this column 
goes to press, the house has been on the 
market only two days, but it has enjoyed 
multiple showings and has two offers on 
the table.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
founder of Primavera Public Relations, Inc., 
the longest running public relations agency 
in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.com), 
specializing in lifestyles, real estate and 
development. His real estate site is www.
PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his blog is 
www.TheHomeGuru.com. To engage the 
services of The Home Guru and his team 
to market your home for sale, call 914-
522-2076.

Buying a Home of the Past, Leaving it a Home of the Future

Summer is 

Still Here!

ROOFING • WINDOWS • SIDING • DOORS
DECKS • SEAMLESS GUTTERS •  LEADERS • REPAIRS

Don’t Fall Behind on your 
Spring Projects!

Take Advantage of our 
SPRING SAVINGS!
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NO $ DOWN!!
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914.271.9119

SPRING AHEAD...

We’ll help you Save Money on your heating bills!
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2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

What's hot this week at Somers Custom Framing?
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By McKenzie Redfern
I often wondered about my family’s 

house in Valhalla. 
The property had always been 

farmland, but in the 1920s the current 
six-bedroom house at 7 Reeback Drive 
was built, constructed from red bricks. 
It has a slate roof and the original tin 
ceilings.

My family moved in 1997. It reminded 
my parents of houses in England, where 
they both grew up. When they saw the 
vintage bright red English mailbox 
embedded in a stone column outside, 
they were sold. They told me it was fate 
that brought them to the house and I 
have enjoyed my time living here. 

Over the years I have heard many 
stories about the house’s previous 
occupants, some fact, some fiction, 
but certainly worth taking the time to 
investigate and separate truth from myth. 
I delved into its history with the help of 
Patrick Raftery, an author and librarian 
at the Westchester Historical Society, 
and researched records, postcards, 
photographs, letters from orphans and 
newspaper articles passed down through 
prior owners. 

From these documents, I learned 
that the house had been an orphanage, 
damaged in a fire and was abandoned, 
but for the last 17 years it has been my 
home.

I was surprised to learn that despite 
its age, the house has only been used 
as a family home more recently. It sits 
across the street from a similar house, 
but both are unlike any others in the 
neighborhood. 

The original farmland, which included 
the barns and the dairy and manager’s 
cottages, were purchased by the board 
of trustees for the Wartburg Orphan 
Farm schools of Mount Vernon. The 
schools were founded in 1866 and were 
associated with the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church.

The funding to build the two orphan 
houses were provided by a generous 
donation from Mrs. Margaret Achenbach 
in memory of her parents, and eventually 
became the girls’ orphanage, which is 
our house. 

Funding for the boys’ orphanage 
came from Dr. August Stubenrauch 
in the memory of his mother and the 
Treckmann Family Will donation.

My family and I have heard some 
fascinating stories since moving into the 
house, and get a lot of questions from 
curious people.

Is there a tunnel from my house to 
the other building across the street?

The first story I learned was about 
a tunnel connecting the two houses. 
Although I have spent many hours trying 
to locate it, I have been unsuccessful. 
However, a water company employee 
confessed that his grandfather had also 
heard about the secret tunnel, so I guess 
the myth will remain--at least for now.

Unknown

If you stand at the highest point of 
the house, can you can see New York 
City?

My parents were told that on a clear 
day a distant view of Manhattan can be 
seen from an upstairs room. My parents 
must have bought the house on a cloudy 
day, because although the house sits on 
a raised plateau, there is no way you can 
New York City.

Fiction

Is the house haunted?
When my house was being renovated, 

the staircase had to be opened in order to 
be repaired and to secure our safety. I am 
not sure what the staircase might have let 
out, but whenever I tried to take a picture 
on my iPhone, orbs were captured in the 
photo. Whether the flash was on or off, 
the same orbs mysteriously appeared. 
The strange orbs weren’t visible with 
the human eye, but sure enough, once 
the staircase was closed, the orbs never 
appeared again.

I believe that’s fact.

Do I hear orphans laughing?
There have been times when I am 

home alone and I have heard laughing. 
One stereotype about orphanages is that 

they are unhappy, dreary places. This 
orphanage was different. The laughing is 
not scary or creepy, but happy. It also isn’t 
intimidating, but reassuring that there 
were happy memories in this house.

Fact

Was there a cheeseburger stuck on 
the wall when the owners prior to my 
family moved in?

When the prior owners moved in, 
there was a cheeseburger stuck to the 
wall. Unlike most cheeseburgers, this 
cheeseburger was as hard as concrete 
and had to be chiseled off the wall. 

Fact

Did the captain of the famous Queen 
Elizabeth 2 cruise ship own this house?

The house was believed, at one time, 
to be owned by the captain of the 
famous Queen Elizabeth 2. There are two 
extraordinarily ornate door hinges from 
the QE2 on our dining room door. While 
a room in the house was being renovated, 
I discovered, hidden between two old 
floorboards, a pin or badge from the ship.

Fact

Did a boy and a girl from both 
orphanages get married?

Upon reading the orphans’ letters, 
we learned that one boy from the boys’ 
orphanage and a girl from the girls’ 
orphanage were married. They even 
came to visit the property later in their 
lives. The orphanages had such a great 
impact on them they returned to the 
place that gave them a foundation for 
their lives.

Fact

Was the cousin of a prior owner a 
famous Revolutionary War spy?

Perhaps the most interesting story 
relates to the relationship of the land 
with Elijah Hunter, the Revolutionary 
War spy. Hunter was the cousin of 
William Hunter, who owned the farm on 
which our house is now located. Elijah 
was recruited as a spy by John Jay, who 
would later become the first chief justice 
of the U. S. Supreme Court. 

During the Revolutionary War, 
Elijah Hunter fed misinformation to 
the British about the number of troops 
George Washington had. This gave 
the Americans time to regroup as the 
English failed to attack. It seems ironic 
that my English parents live in a house 
that is associated with the defeat of the 
British in the Revolutionary War. In 
addition, Elijah Hunter was believed 
to be one of the characters depicted by 
James Fenimore Cooper in his novel 
“The Spy.”

Fact

McKenzie Redfern is entering her senior 
year at Westlake High School.

Advertise in The Examiner • 914-864-0878
advertising@theexaminernews 

A resident of  the orphanage, which remained in 
use until the 1950s.

My Family’s House and its Fascinating History Over the Years

Westlake High School senior McKenzie Redfern 
outside of  her family’s 1920s red brick house in 
Valhalla, which originally served as an orphanage.

The Redferns’ house on Reeback Drive sits on a 
plateau and makes for an impressive site in winter.
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Tuesday, Aug. 19
Kids Summer Dance. Includes ballet, 

jazz, hip-hop and Latin dance. Addie-tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza, Pleasantville. 3:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
Affordable rates. Tuesdays and Thursdays 
through Aug. 21. Info and rates: Visit www.
Addie-tude.com. 

Italian Language and Culture. 
Led by Mara De Matteo. North Castle 
Public Library’s Periodical Room, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 
Beginners from 6:30 to 7:15 p.m. Advanced 
Italian speakers from 7:15 to 8 p.m. Free. 
Also Aug. 26. Info: 914-273-3887

Learn English With Stacey Fields. 
Learn to speak conversational English with 
an emphasis on vocabulary and grammar. 
North Castle Public Library, 10 Clove Rd., 
North White Plains. 6:45 p.m. Free. Info: 
914-948-6359 or www.northcastlelibrary.
org.

College Planning: Resume Workshop 
for Teens. Leave with everything you need 
to create a great resume for college fairs 
and applications and job or internship 
applications. Co-sponsored by WEBS 
Career & Educational Counseling Service, 
a program of the Westchester Library 
System. For students entering grades 8-12. 
(Parents may wait in the Teen Zone.) 
Chappaqua Public Library, 195 S. Greeley 
Ave., Chappaqua. 7:30 to 9 p.m. Free. Only 
registration only. Info and registration: 
Visit www.chappaqualibrary.org.

Wednesday, Aug. 20
Zumba Fitness. Achieve long-term 

benefits while having a blast in one 
exciting hour of calorie-burning, body-
energizing, awe-inspiring movements 
meant to engage and captivate for life. For 
all fitness levels. Dance Emotions, 75 S. 
Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. Every Monday 
and Wednesday at 9 a.m. and Saturdays at 
10 a.m. Drop in or weekly discount rates 
available. Info: Contact Peggy at 914 960-
4097.

Knitting Group. Hats for our 
servicemen and women overseas and 
other ongoing projects for care centers 
and hospitals. Clinton Street Center, 1A 
Clinton St., Pleasantville. 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
Free. Meets every Monday and Wednesday. 
Info: 914-769-2021.

Senior Benefits Information Center. 
Counselors offer older adults one-on-
one counseling covering a broad range 
of topics including Medicare health and 
prescription plans, food stamps, HEAP, 
EPIC, weatherization, minor home repair 
and tax relief programs. Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 Main St., Mount 
Kisco. 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. Info: 914-231-3260.

Bounce the Baby. Simple stories, finger 
plays and songs. For children six months 
to two years old. A great opportunity for 

parents and caregivers to interact with their 
children while focusing on literacy. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 11 a.m. Free. Info: 914-
273-3887. 

New Mommy Meet-Up. Whether it’s 
your first child or your fifth, New Mommy 
Meet-Up is a great way to get out of the 
house, meet new friends and enjoy time 
with your newborn For babies up to eight 
months old. World Cup Nursery School, 
160 Hunts Lane, Chappaqua. 12:30 to 1:15 
p.m. Free. Every Wednesday through Aug. 
20. Info: Contact Kim Bremer at 914-238-
9267 ext. 20.

Summer Blood Drive. The Pleasantville 
Volunteer Fire Department and the 
Pleasantville Volunteer Ambulance Corps 
will be hosting a special summer blood 
drive. Since it is difficult to organize 
community drives during the summer, 
blood donors from all towns are welcome. 
Pleasantville Fire House, 75 Washington 
Ave., Pleasantville. 2:30 to 8:30 p.m. Info 
to sign up or volunteer: 914-747-2408 or 
email angela.usobiaga@verizon.net.  

Knitting Club. Come learn to knit, or if 
you already know how, bring your current 
project and enjoy a visit with other knitters 
and crocheters. Beginners should bring 
a pair off size 8 or 10 straight knitting 
needles and skein or worsted weight yarn. 
Open to knitters and crocheters 10 years 
old and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 
100 E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 4 to 5:30 
p.m. Free. Meets every Wednesday. Info: 
914-666-8041.

Art History With Professor Valerie 
Franco. Charles Harold Davis, winner 
of the Silver Medal at the 1889 Paris 
Exhibition, was a respected Impressionist 
artist known for his paintings as well as the 
establishment of Mystic Art Colony. North 
Castle Public Library’s Periodical Room, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 7 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

Thursday, Aug. 21
Let Your Yoga Dance Classes. The 

popular Kripalu noon dance class is now 
in Chappaqua! Combines easy dance, 
gentle yoga and great music. Come join 
this noncompetitive, heart pumping and 
joyful experience. Drop-ins welcome. 
Dance Emotions, 75 S. Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua.10 a.m. $20 per 75 min. class. 
Every Tuesday and Thursday. Info: 914-
238-8974 or email claudiayogadance@
gmail.com.

Play and Learn. An hour-long program 
for children and their parent or caregiver.  
After 30 minutes of structured play, 
children and adults have an opportunity 
to play with building blocks, instruments, 
beanbags, etc. Designed to promote the 
basics of early literacy through play and 
adult-child interaction. For children one to 
four years old. North Castle Public Library, 

19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 11 
a.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

Sarah’s Studio. Save a tree, make your 
own paper. For children in grades 3-5. 
Chappaqua Public Library, 195 S. Greeley 
Ave., Chappaqua. 4 p.m. Free. Registration 
required. Info and registration: 914-238-
4779.

Button-making. Create your own 
artwork or use graphic novel illustrations 
to make unique buttons for bulletin boards 
or backpacks. For students in grades 7-12. 
Chappaqua Public Library, 195 S. Greeley 
Ave., Chappaqua. 4 to 5 p.m. Free. Info: 
914-238-4779 or www.chappaqualibrary.
org.

Manhattanville College School of 
Business Open House. This informational 
session will provide an overview of 
Manhattanville’s graduate business 
programs, advanced certificates and what 
to expect when applying and enrolled. 
Attendees will meet with program 
directors, admissions staff, representatives 
from student services and current students. 
Professor Scott Walsh will also present 
a 20-minute power session on “Strategic 
Talent Management - New Paradigms for 
Employment in the 21st Century.” Those 
who attend the open house will receive 
an application fee waiver. Reid Castle at 
Manhattanville College, 2900 Purchase 
St., Purchase. 6:30 to 8 p.m. Free. Info 
and registration: 914-323-5150, email 
Elizabeth Brosseau at Elizabeth.brosseau@
mville.edu or visit http://bit.ly/1o8WTnK.

Night Owls. Show us your PJs and we’ll 
share good stories. For children of all ages. 
Chappaqua Public Library, 195 S. Greeley 
Ave., Chappaqua. 7 p.m. Free. Every 
Thursday in August. Info: 914-238-4779 or 
www.chappaqualibrary.org.

Zumba Fitness Class. Addie-Tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza (lower level), Pleasantville. 7 to 8 
p.m. $15 a class. $29 for four classes. $55 
for eight classes. Meets every Thursday. 
Also Saturdays from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. Info: 
917-215-1720, email AddietudeDance@
gmail.com or visit www.Addie-tude.com. 

High School, College and the Not-So-
Distant Future. Keith Berman, president 
of Options for College, covers finding the 
right match; how colleges admit students; 
what students have done in the past to get 
in and get the most out of college; and how 
to stay calm throughout the entire process. 
For students entering grades 9-12. Parents 
welcome. Chappaqua Public Library, 195 
S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 7:30 to 8:30 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-238-4779 or www.
chappaqualibrary.org.

Friday, Aug. 22
Practice PSAT. The PSAT allows 

students to compete for National Merit 
Scholarships and will familiarize students 
with the test. Your score and an analysis 

will be emailed two weeks later. For 
students entering grades 10 and 11. Enter 
through the theater and being a pencil 
and calculator. Chappaqua Public Library, 
195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 9:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. Free. Online registration 
only. Info and registration: Visit www.
chappaqualibrary.org.

Robert the Guitar Guy. Playful songs 
that toddlers can dance and sing along 
to. For children six months to four years 
old. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 11 a.m. 
Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

Zumba Gold. Try this low-impact 
approach to Zumba for the older active 
adult and baby boomer with the same 
sassy, sweaty, fun-filled cardio workout in 
an easy learning environment. Ongoing 
classes; drop-ins welcome. Addie-tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza, Pleasantville. 11 a.m. to noon. $12. 
Four- and eight-week cards available. 
Meets every Friday. Info: 914-747-0808 or 
email instructor at olin.amyj@gmail.com.

Magic: The Gathering With Lucas. 
Drop-in and play. Beginners and 
experienced players welcome. For students 
in grades 7-12. Chappaqua Public Library, 
195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 3:30 to 
4:30 p.m. Free. Every Friday in August. 
Info: 914-238-4779.

Family Films. Feature-length films for 
all ages. Chappaqua Public Library, 195 S. 
Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 4 p.m. Free. Info: 
914-238-4779 or www.chappaqualibrary.
org.

Saturday, Aug. 23
Pleasantville Farmers Market. Come 

experience the farmers market voted by 
Westchester Magazine readers as the Best 
of Westchester in 2014. With over 50 
vendors, seven nearby parking lots and 
weekly programming, it is a delicious good 
time. This week, join storytelling legend 
Jonathon Kruk as he delights listeners of all 
ages. Also, songwriter, guitarist and singer 
Beth Callen, one half of The Callen Sisters, 
is playing solo, performing her take on jazz 
standards, folk, blues and some originals. 
Memorial Plaza, Pleasantville. 8:30 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Music from 10 a.m. to noon. Info: 
Visit: www.pleasantvillefarmersmarket.
org.

Chappaqua Farmers Market. 
Chappaqua train station, Chappaqua. 8:30 
to 1 p.m. Every Saturday. Info: Visit www.
chappaquafarmersmarket.org.

Bridge and Scrabble Club Guided Play 
and Instruction. Match wits with former 
Library Board Trustee Stan Kurzban. 
Bridge is not for beginners; singles, pairs 
and small groups welcome. All levels 
welcome for Scrabble. Chappaqua Public 
Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 
10 a.m. Free. Info: 914-238-4779 or www.

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Martin Wilbur at mwilbur@theexaminernews.com.com.

continued on page 21
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chappaqualibrary.org.
Tai Chi With Larry Attila. North Castle 

Public Library’s Whippoorwill Hall, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 10:30 
a.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

Toddler Craft. A half-hour program for 
toddlers to develop their fine motor skills 
creating simple crafts, using construction 
paper, markers and glue sticks. Cute crafts 
that your child can take home. For children 
18 months to four years old. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 11 a.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

Meet the Animals. An informative 
program that allows visitors to get up close 
and hands-on with some of the center’s live 
animals. Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 
Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 2 p.m. Members: 
Free.  Non-members: $8. Info: 914-723-
3470 or visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.
org.

The Swingeroos. Come listen to this 
jazz and swing group in concert. Presented 
by The Small Town Theatre Company. 
Wampus Brook Park, Maple Avenue, 
Armonk. 8 p.m. Free. Info: Visit www.
SmallTownTheatre.com.

Sunday, Aug. 24
Church Service. St. John’s Episcopal 

Church, 8 Sunnyside Ave., Pleasantville. 
8 and 10 a.m. Every Sunday in July and 

August. Info: 914-769-0053.
Teaching Trails: A Community Path 

for Environmental Education. Join 
guided trail experience through the 
woodland forest. Discover who left that 
track, which tree makes the best animal 
home or which plant makes its own 
heat to help melt through the late winter 
ice. Program runs about 30 minutes. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 11:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Sunday. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.                          

Worm Bin. Worms are a great way to 
compost your food waste indoors all year 
round. Learn to make your own worm 
bin by upcycling a disposable Styrofoam 
cooler. Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 
Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 2 p.m. Fee per 
bin: Members--$12. Non-members--$15. 
Pre-registration required and closes 
one week prior to event. Info and pre-
registration: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Monday, Aug. 25
Veterans Roundtable. Informal 

discussion and camaraderie among 
members and public service projects. 
Clinton Street Center, 1A Clinton St., 
Pleasantville. 1 to 2 p.m. Free. Meets every 
Monday. Info: 914-769-2021.

Read the Book, See the Movie. Read 

great books then experience them on 
film. Booklist available in Children’s 
Room. Pizza will be served. For students 
in grades 4-6. Chappaqua Public Library, 
195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 7 p.m. 
Free. Registration required. Info and 
registration: 914-238-4779.

Author Talk. The New York Medical 
College and the Mount Pleasant Public 
Library are presenting an evening with 
Steven Pressman, author of “50 Children: 
One Ordinary American Couple’s 
Extraordinary Rescue Mission into the 
Heart of Nazi Germany.” The book expands 
on the hour-long HBO documentary of 
the same title about Gilbert and Eleanor 
Krauss, who traveled into Nazi Germany 
in 1939 in an effort to save a group of 
Jewish children. Coincides with the U.S. 
Holocaust Museum’s travelling exhibit 
“Deadly Medicine: Creating the Master 
Race” now at the college. The New York 
Medical College’s Skyline Auditorium, 19 
Skyline Drive, Hawthorne. 7 p.m. Free. 
RSVP required. Info and RSVP: 914-594-
4200 or visit http://calendar.library.nymc.
edu/event.php?id=737272.

Tuesday, Aug. 26
Art All Day. Craft materials available 

for hands-on fun. For children of all ages; 
with an adult. Chappaqua Public Library, 
195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 10 a.m. to 

4 p.m. Free. Info: 914-238-4779 or www.
chappaqualibrary.org.

Short Films for Short People. Watch 
picture books come alive on the big 
screen. (30 minutes.) For children of all 
ages. Chappaqua Public Library, 195 S. 
Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 11 a.m. and 4 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-238-4779 or www.
chappaqualibrary.org.

Mah Jongg With Regina Klenosky. 
North Castle Public Library’s 
Whippoorwill Hall, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. 
East, Armonk. 6:30 to 8 p.m. Free. Info: 
914-273-3887.

Wednesday, Aug. 27
Support Group for Alzeheimer’s 

Caregivers. Temple Shaaray Tefila and 
Westchester Jewish Community Services 
have scheduled this forum to provide 
a place for caregivers to discuss their 
feelings, share their experiences and 
support one another. A specialist from 
the Alzheimer’s Association will lead the 
group and provide educational materials 
and information. All welcome. Temple 
Shaaray Tefila’s Youth Lounge, 89 Baldwin 
Rd., Baldwin Corners. 11 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. Free. Meets the second and fourth 
Wednesday of each month. Registration 
required. Info and registration: Contact 
the Alzheimer’s Association at 800-272-
3900 or visit www.alz.org/hudsonvalley.

continued from page 20

Cutting-up (Texas Designer) 
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Unique one-of-a-kind 
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including yourself!
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Open 7 Days — 
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2014 SEASON
JUNE 10 – AUGUST 31

Tickets:
hvshakespeare.org 
845/265-9575 
Performing at Boscobel House and Gardens
Garrison, New York

Othello

Two Gentlemen 
of Verona

The Liar

Select Books
Distinctive Cards

Journals

...and more!

Bookmarks

Special Orders

Gift Certificates

Free Gift Wrapping

Unique Gifts

Book Group Discounts

School Orders

Cookbooks

Agate Book Ends

Children’s Books

Reference Books

Out-of-Print Searches

The Village
�

Bookstore

Ten Washington Ave.

Pleasantville, NY

Across from the Burns Film Center

914.769.8322

staff@pleasantvillebooks.com
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ExaminEr mEdia Classifieds 081914

OverÊ500ÊVacationÊHomes,Ê
fromÊDuckÊtoÊCorolla,Ê

OceanfrontÊtoÊSoundfront,Ê
PrivateÊPools,ÊHotÊTubs,Ê

PetsÊandÊMoreÉ

rindley
each

V A C A T I O N S Ê & Ê S A L E S

BookÊOnlineÊatÊÊwww.brindleybeach.com
1-877-642-3224

Ò S E R V I C E Ê F I R S TÉ Ê F U N ÊA LWAY S ! Ó

Outer Banks, NC Vacation Homes!Outer Banks, NC Vacation Homes!

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 or e-mail 

classifieds@
theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication

adoption
A loving, established couple with close 
family dream of a home filled with the 
sounds of a child. Please contact 855-884-
6080; jennandjonadopt@gmail.com www.
jennandjonadopt.info Expenses paid.

Abundance of love in  warm, caring 
home near devoted family. Happiness. 
Hugs. Education. Expenses paid. Call Mi-
chele 888-486-5971, www.Michelelook-
ingtoadopt.com or ContactMe@Michele-
LookingToAdopt.com

Devoted loving couple wishes to adopt 
newborn into secure home filled with 
care, love & happiness. Expenses Paid. 
Anthony/Tim, call 855.975.4792, text 
917.991.0612, www.anthonyandtim.com.

auCtions
Buy or sell at AARauctions.com. Con-
tents of homes, businesses, vehicles and 
real estate. Bid NOW! AARauctions.com 
Lights, Camera, Auction. No longer the 
best kept secret.

auto donations
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

BusinEss For saLE:
HAnDs-on eDucAtionAl en-
RicHment compAny FoR sAle. 
Great business opportunity for teachers, 
artists, performers, naturalists who love 
working with children. Programs de-
signed for elementary schools/libraries/
camps to enhance curriculum. Programs 
align with curriculum standards. Current 
customer base 40+ schools in Westches-
ter/ CT.  Turnkey priced to sell at 32k.  
914-980-4394 / 914-582-0708

BuYinG aLmost  
anYtHinG oF VaLuE 
especially jewelry, coins, watches, gold 
scrap, silver, diamonds - all sizes and 
shapes, silver flatware sets, furs. Basically 
anything of value. cAll JAck FoR 
Appointment (917) 696-2024 

EduCation
employers need work-at-home medical 
transcriptionists! Get the online train-
ing you need to fill these positions with 
training through SUNY Ulster. Train at 
home to work at home! Visit CareerStep.
com/NewYork to start training for your 
work-at-home career today.†

EmpLoYmEnt
FAcilities AnD kitcHen mAn-
AGeRs Catskill Mtns. fishing/hunting 
club seeks long- term couple to manage 
facilities/ meal services. Benefits include: 
housing / vehicle / insurance. Compen-
sation commensurate with experience. 

Resumes to: CatskillNYEmployment@
gmail.com

EVEnts
RinAlDiFleAmARkets.com Every 
Sunday Weather Permitting 900 Dutchess 
Turnpike (rt44) Poughkeepsie NY. Free 
Admission & Parking, Great Food & Bar-
gains. Vendors Wanted! Please visit RIN-
ALDIFLEAMARKETS.COM 631-891-
7112

HEaLtH & BEautY
pelVic/tRAnsVAGinAl mesH? Did 
you undergo transvaginal placement of 
mesh for pelvic organ prolapse or stress 
urinary incontinence between 2005 and 
the present? If the mesh caused compli-
cations, you may be entitled to compen-
sation. Call Charles H.Johnson Law and 
speak with female staff members 1-800-
535-5727

HELp WantEd
FulleR BRusH compAny Dis-
tRiButoRs neeDeD. Earn up to 46% 
profit servicing people in your area. No 
Investment. Call 1-800-683-2002

AiRline cAReeRs begin here Get 
FAA approved Aviation Maintenance 
Technician training. Financial aid for 
qualified students  Housing available. Job 
placement assistance. Call AIM 866-296-
7093

HomE improVEmEnt
HAs youR BuilDinG sHiFteD oR 
settleD? Contact Woodford Broth-
ers Inc, for straightening, leveling, 
foundation and wood frame repairs at 
1-800-OLD-BARN. www.woodfordbros.
com. "Not applicable in Queens county"

Land For saLE
FARmlAnD sell- oFF! 8/23! 1 DAy 
only! 5acres- $19,900 15acres- $29,900 
19acres- $39,900 Trout streams, ponds, 
springs, valley views, apple orchards, pine 
forest, stonewalls! 3 hours NY City! Own-
er terms! Cash discounts! Call: (888)905-
8847 newyorklandandlakes.com

pRoFitABle opeRAtinG Busi-
ness HiGHmARket inn & spoRts! 
Restaurant, Tavern, Snowmobile/ATV 
Service Center, Home. $349,900. Lewis 
County.† John Hill, RE Salesperson 315-
657- 5469. NY LAND QUEST nyland-
quest.com

misCELLanEous
sAWmills from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship. FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

out oF statE rEaL EstatE
sebastian, Florida Beautiful 55+ manu-
factured home community. 4.4 miles to 
the beach, Close to riverfront district. 
Pre-owned homes starting at $35,000. 
New models available. 772-581-0080, 
www.beach-cove.com

VaCation rEntaLs
oceAn city, mARylAnD. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open dai-
ly. Holiday Real Estate. 1-800-638-2102. 
Online reservations: www.holidayoc.com

WantEd
most cAsH pAiD FoR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. pleAse cAll AARon At
914-654-1683 

cAsH for coins! Buying ALL Gold & Sil-
ver. Also Stamps & Paper Money, Entire 
Collections, Estates. Travel to your home. 
Call Marc in NY 1-800-959-3419

PELVIC/TRANSVAGINAL MESH?  

Did you undergo trans-vaginal placement of mesh for  
pelvic organ prolapse or stress urinary incontinence  
between 2005 and the present? If the mesh caused  

complications, you may be entitled to compensation.  
Call Charles H.Johnson Law and speak with female 

staff members 1-800-535-5727 

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR
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Here we are 
in the second 
decade of the new 
century. My how 
time flies. It seems 
just a short time 
ago that we were 
celebrating the 
dawn of the new 
millennium. Much 
has transpired in 

our lifetimes, in the realms of turbulent 
geopolitics, radical economic cycles, 
eye-opening technological advances and 
major scientific breakthroughs.

Through it all the balance of man and 
nature has endured. Endured in spite of 
increasing environmental impacts and 
conflicts in the order of natural selection.

Science, in particular, has advanced 
to the point where some believe man is 
closer than ever to being in total control of 
his environment, all the while improving 
lives. From the decoding of the human 
genome to advances in printed circuits, 
man feels more in control of his role in 
the natural order of things.

However, as man advances in his 
determined control over his destiny, 
nature is always there to remind us of the 
natural order of everything.

With this in mind, I’ve been ruminating 
on man’s recent encounters with nature 
regarding matters concerning the wine 

industry.
In the industry, there are many 

examples of man’s battle with the balance 
of nature. Man advances in conquering 
one aspect of the natural order; the natural 
order roars back with a forceful reminder 
of its superiority and dominance. 
Natural disasters and phenomenon such 
as wildfires, hurricanes, hailstorms, 
drought and disease continuously assault 
vineyards. Yet, man valiantly perseveres 
and comes back each time.

Andy Beckstoffer, owner of California’s 
prominent Beckstoffer Vineyards 
comments: “Whatever Nature throws at 
us, we will overcome. Our intellect and 
our science are that far advanced.”

Reality or perception? And at what 
price? 

1. It requires approximately five years of 
investment in new seedlings and ongoing 
maintenance for a vineyard to resume 
its production after a major blow from 
nature. A cash-strapped winery may not 
be able to survive this assault. 

2. When disease and weeds choked 
corn fields in the United States, Monsanto 
began a decades-long push to engineer 
seeds that resisted Monsanto’s Roundup 
pesticide product. Now farmers can spray 
Roundup freely across vast stretches of 
farmland. But the growing proliferation of 

Genetically Modified Organisms (GMO) 
has raised concerns over the long-term 
negative effects of the pesticide as well 
as the human consumption of GMO 
corn, soy and other products. Today, over 
80 percent of all corn and soy grown in 
the United States is from genetically 
engineered seeds.

3. From the truth-is-stranger-than-
fiction department: Emmanuel Giboulot, 
a French winemaker in the Loire Valley, 
has been maintaining his vineyards 
organically for many years. He eschews 
chemical fertilizers, pesticides and 
herbicides, instead preferring to utilize 
nature’s counterbalancing elements. 
Among other measures, he lays down 
organic fertilizers 
and promotes an 
environment for 
beneficial insects in 
his vineyard that in 
turn control harmful 
insects. It seems he is in 
harmony with nature.

However, he was 
recently fined, and 
nearly jailed, by the local government for 
defying their ordinance that requires the 
use of Pyrevent, a pesticide used to kill a 
leafhopper insect that has been found to 
spread disease and kill grapevines. 

Ironically, this ordinance flies in the 
face of a European Union initiative that 
encourages the use of organic farming 
to prevent contamination of agricultural 
products and the environment.

Giboulot successfully deals with 
preventing the spread of the leafhopper 
in his own, natural way. Pyrevent, while 
accomplishing a similar immediate result, 
upsets the balanced vineyard ecosystem. 
It is toxic to plants and animals, and has 
unknown effects on human health and 
the environment.

Man in harmony with nature or at war 
with nature? Which produces the better 
end result? It is as if man constantly 
tests the boundaries and capacities of 
nature, expecting that the balance will 
be sustained with no material negative 

impact. We are modern man 
and we are in control of our 
destiny – or are we?

Nick Antonaccio is a 35-
year Pleasantville resident. 
For over 15 years he has 
conducted wine tastings 
and lectures. He also offers 
personalized wine tastings 
and wine travel services. Nick’s 

credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

Mother Nature vs. Man: The Battle Rages On and On
‘but at what price?’
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vineandcompany.com

ALTHOUGH WE'RE EXPERTS; 
DON'T JUST TAKE OUR WORD FOR IT. 

try. then buy.

WE HAVE 8 SELECTIONS AVAILABLE TO TASTE EACH AND EVERY DAY
STOP IN AND BECOME AN EXPERT YOURSELF!

Up on our website, that is. Throughout this 

month, we’re posting sets and highlights from 

the Pleasantville Music Festival. The bands 

you came to see, and the bands you just have 

to see again. New sets every week in August 

to watch on pctv76.org and share with your 

friends. And why stop there? Search “music” 

and find years of past Festival performances. 

Talk about a sweet gig.

It’s all about you.

THE 
GIG 

IS 
UP
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By A.J. Martelli
Struggling to score runs recently, the 

Hudson Valley Renegades lost four of 
their last five games entering Saturday 
night’s showdown with Lowell at Dutchess 
Stadium. But a four-run sixth inning and 
some superb pitching proved to be the 
cure for the Renegades, who got back on 
the winning track by beating the Spinners 
6-1.

Despite being the first team in the New 
York-Penn League to reach 40 wins with 
their 6-2 victory last Wednesday over Tri-
City, the ‘Gades’ potent lineup suddenly 
started sputtering and the three-game 
series with the Spinners began Friday 
night with a 5-0 loss. So when they took 
the field 24 hours later, they were hoping 
their bats would start to come alive again.

“New day – same team, obviously, 
but we were just able to capitalize on 
some things,” said first baseman Casey 
Gillaspie, who powered the Renegades 
with two RBIs and will be one of seven 
representatives from Hudson Valley in 
tonight’s All-Star Game in Brooklyn. 
“Every day is different; tonight was just 
one of those nights and hopefully we can 
do it again. It’s always good to get a win 
under our belts, but hopefully we can 
continue to play well.”

The Renegades were clinging to a 
2-1 lead in the bottom of the sixth, but 
quickly put the game out of reach. Hunter 
Lockwood drew a leadoff walk and came 
home on a booming RBI triple into the 
right-center field gap by Jace Conrad, 
who soon scored on a wild pitch. 

Center fielder Coty Blanchard later 
ripped an RBI single and Gillaspie legged 
out an infield single to score Braxton Lee 
for the Renegades, who sent nine batters 
to the plate in their big inning.

“It’s baseball,” said Renegades manager 
Tim Parenton. “We’ve been down a little 
bit. The last week we’ve been down-
swinging it – making contact but not hard 

contact. But when a couple (of hits) fall, 
the guys start believing and that’s what 
happened tonight.”

Gillaspie started the Renegades off with 
an RBI double in the first inning and 
came around to score on an RBI single 
off the bat of third baseman Grant Kay. 
Hudson Valley held a 2-0 lead until the 
sixth, when the Spinners scored their lone 
run on a sacrifice fly by Mauricio Duban.

Lowell struggled to get anything going 
offensively due to the lights-out pitching 
of Eli Echarry, who took Nolan Gannon’s 
slot in the rotation because Gannon will 
be throwing in tonight’s All-Star Game.

Filling in for Gannon effectively, 
Echarry tossed five innings in his spot 
start, allowing no runs on two hits. He 
didn’t issue a walk and struck out six to 
collect his second win this season.

“He’s done well for us all year,” said 
Parenton about Echarry. “He goes out 
to the mound and throws strikes. The 
bottom line is, if you don’t walk guys 
you’re going to do well. He threw strikes 
and used three pitches; threw his fastball, 
his curveball and his changeup over the 

plate. He did a great job for us.”
Reliever Darren Fischer allowed the 

Spinners’ only run in the sixth, while 
Justin McCalvin tossed three scoreless 
frames to pick up his second save of the 

year. 
After tonight’s All-Star Game, the 

Renegades, now 41-22 after dropping 
the rubber game of the series on Sunday, 
will travel to Aberdeen and Connecticut. 
They return home, where they’ve won 23 
of 31 games, next Monday for the final 
homestand of the regular season.

“We just have to play to the end of the 
year,” Parenton added. “Once you play 
to the end, the playoffs start and you see 
what happens.” 

ExaminerSports
Renegades Top the Spinners Behind Gillaspie and Echarry

Renegades All-Star second baseman Jace Conrad goes airborne in the second inning as he attempts to 
turn a double play at Dutchess Stadium on Sunday. 

Southpaw Oscar Armenta of  the Renegades 
pitches in Sunday’s loss to the Spinners.

Ryan Pennell, a former star at Rye Neck High 
School, pitches in relief  for the Renegades in 
Sunday’s game at Dutchess Stadium.  

Hudson Valley shortstop Alec Sole throws to first 
base trying to complete a double play during 
Sunday’s game vs. the Lowell Spinners.

Hudson Valley leadoff  hitter Braxton Lee takes a 
big swing during Sunday’s finale of  a three-game 
series with Lowell.

The Renegades’ Bralin Jackson, who had three hits Sunday, slides head first into third base where he 
was tagged out. 

Hunter Lockwood of  the Renegades fouls off  a 
pitch vs. visiting Lowell this past weekend.
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By Andy Jacobs
Even though it’s been four long years 

since NBA star David Lee last put on a New 
York Knicks uniform, the 6-foot-9 forward 
remains a towering and popular presence 
at the annual late-summer camp he hosts 
3000 miles away from his current home. 

Lee, a two-time All-Star selection known 
for his ability to score inside with either 
hand and grab rebounds in bunches, was 
back in Chappaqua last week for a seventh 
straight year to provide plenty of  tips and 
inspiration to campers attending the David 
Lee Basketball Camp, one of the dozen 
different week-long clinics run by “Teaches 
Basketball Camps” throughout Westchester 
each summer. 

Terry Teachout, president and founder 
of “Teaches,” now in its 27th year, knows he 
offers something special to local campers 
thanks to the continuous participation of 
Lee, who has spent the last four years far 
away playing for the Golden State Warriors 
but still makes time to return to the area 
each summer to lend some much-needed 
star power. 

“He comes back just for this camp,” said 
Teachout. “He’s got a busy schedule. He’s on 
a lot of planes in the offseason, he’s got a lot 
of commitments, people grabbing for his 
time. But he carves out this time to come to 
New York and do this.”

According to Teachout, Lee, with his 
Knick roots, easy-going nature and ability 
to relate to campers of all ages, has been 
instrumental in making the camp in 
Chappaqua a summertime staple for local 
kids.

“The one thing we see is a lot of repeat 
campers,” said Teachout. “He knows their 
names, he remembers them. I give him a 
lot of credit for doing a good job of really 
reaching out to the campers.”

Lee, who spent the first five seasons of 
his NBA career as a member of the Knicks, 
can take some pride in knowing he seems 
to be nearly as popular now around here as 
he was when he played at Madison Square 
Garden.  Just like Teachout, he notices a lot 
of familiar faces on the courts at Bell Middle 
School.

“A lot of repeat campers, which I think is 
testimony to the fact that we not only have 

a fun camp going on here but also a camp 
where kids get better,” he said, taking a brief 
break on Friday afternoon from signing 
autographs for all the camp attendees. “It’s 
good to see kids progress, not only through 
the week but from year to year.”

Soon to begin his 10th season in the 
league, where he has averaged 15.2 points 
and 9.8 rebounds, Lee has been able to relax 
a bit more recently now that he knows he 
won’t be part of a potential trade package the 
Warriors were rumored to be offering for 
Minnesota’s Kevin Love, who instead will 
soon be joining LeBron James in Cleveland. 

“Yeah, that’s part of the NBA,” said Lee 
about all the talk that he might be traded 
to the Timberwolves. “It happened when 
I was with the Knicks. It’s happened now. 
It happens for every player at one point or 
another in their career where teams wanna 
improve in the offseason and teams wanna 
make moves and change things up. This is a 
business. If anybody ever doubts that, then 
the lockout and all those things proved it.”

Now that he won’t be moving on, Lee will 
again be an integral part of a Golden State 
team that went 51-31 last season and boasts 
perhaps the most dynamic backcourt in the 
NBA with sharpshooters Stephen Curry 
and Klay Thompson. Lee, forced to play out 
of position in the playoffs due to an injury 
to center Andrew Bogut, knows, when 
healthy, his team can compete with just 
about anyone.

“I think when we had our starting five 
healthy last year, we were something like 
38 and 10,” he said. “We had one of the best 
starting five groups and we’ve added some 
depth this summer. Our team has high 
hopes coming into this season.”

In last year’s playoffs, with Bogut 
sidelined by a late-season rib injury, the 
Warriors wound up falling to the Los 

Angeles Clippers in a seven-game series 
that drew national attention because of 
the controversy swirling around racist 
comments made by Clipper owner Donald 
Sterling. 

“I’ve never been involved in something 
where the stuff going on off the court 
really overshadowed even a playoff series, 
and rightfully so,” said Lee. “It was a crazy 
situation and it looks like a lot of it’s been 
resolved now and you have new ownership.”

Change is also coming to the Warriors, 
who recently named Steve Kerr to replace 
Mark Jackson as head coach despite the fact 
the former Knick point guard had guided the 
team to consecutive playoff appearances in 
the ultra-competitive Western Conference. 
Lee, for one, was surprised Jackson’s reign in 
the Bay area lasted only three years. 

“We went into our exit meetings and gave 
our support and things like that,” he said. 
“It was something that was done and that’s 
between the front office and the coaching 
staff. Obviously we don’t have control over 
that kind of stuff. Mark did a great job with 
us for the couple of years I played for him, 
and I know he’s moved on to great things, 
going back to broadcasting and possibly 
coaching in the future. And I think Steve’s 
gonna do a great job as well.”

How long it takes the Warriors to make 
the transition of taking directions from 
a new voice remains to be seen, but Lee 
is convinced Kerr and the players will be 
ready to roll once the curtain lifts on the 
new season in six weeks.

“I had lunch with 
him a few days ago,” 
he said. “That’s what 
training camp is 
for and that’s what 
preseason is for, 
getting used to a 
new system. I think, 
from what he said, 
defensively we’re 
gonna do a lot of 
similar things that 
we did last year. And 
offensively, I think 
he’s planning on 
running a little bit 
more and putting in 
some new stuff. But 
that can be learned 

in a week or two in training camp and that’s 
what preseason’s for as well. We’re looking 
forward to it and I know the guys are excited 
to get back and get started.”

Whatever the outcome of the 2014-15 
season for Lee and the Warriors, he can be 
expected back in Chappaqua again next 
summer to help Teachout and his staff 
continue to make their annual camp bigger 
and better. Well over 100 campers took part 
last week and Teachout knows Lee is a big 
reason why.

“He’s a huge role model because he’s 
verbal with the kids,” said Teachout. “Every 
day he does an event with the kids, whether 
it’s playing one-on-one or shooting contests 
or the staff-counselor game or giving a little 
talk, he’s really hands on. It gets better every 
year, which is why even though he’s out on 
the West coast, not on TV much, the kids 
still come back.”

NBA Star David Lee Holds Court Again in Chappaqua

Young campers listen during the awards ceremony 
on the last day of  the annual David Lee Basketball 
Camp.

Lee, a two-time NBA All-Star, eyes the basket 
during a brief  break on Friday afternoon at Bell 
Middle School.

NBA star David Lee signs an autograph for one 
of  the kids attending his annual summer camp at 
Bell Middle School in Chappaqua. 

David Lee shares plenty of  smiles at his annual 
summer camp in Chappaqua.
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Golden State Warriors forward David Lee poses for photos with campers at 
the end of  his week-long summer camp.
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SOFTBALL 
2014

A Look Back
Briarcliff  shortstop Molly Charney fires to first 
base for an out. 

Shortstop Tara Lombardi of  Fox Lane scampers 
for a grounder up the middle.

Greeley’s Jackie Hoffman pitches in a home game 
vs. Yorktown.

Briarcliff  batter Sarah Goldstein fouls off  a pitch.

Pleasantville second baseman Meg McCarthy 
waits for a late throw as she covers first base on 
a bunt play.

Horace Greeley second baseman Ashley 
Rosenberg waits for the ball to arrive as Westlake’s 
Katie Cullen slides into the bag. 

Shortstop Ali Leroy of  Greeley tracks a pop fly in 
the infield.

Valhalla shortstop Brandi Coon fires to first base 
to complete a double play in the sectional final.

Above: Westlake’s Alexa Pichiarallo delivers to the 
plate against the Pleasantville Panthers.

Left: Denise Haxhia of  Briarcliff  pitches in the 
Bears’ game at Pleasantville.

Kristen Colabatistto of  Valhalla bats in the state’s 
regional playoffs.

Fox Lane third baseman Alex Torre throws the 
ball to first base during a home game early in 
the season.

Anne Horton of  Pleasantville runs back to second 
base during the sectional playoffs at North Salem.
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Byram Hills second baseman Sarah Rose stays 
ready in the infield. 

Briarcliff’s Rachel Julie takes a big swing during 
the Bears’ annual Booster Club Tournament.

Jenna Saldi of  Valhalla watches the ball she just hit 
head toward left field.

Byram Hills shortstop Danielle Skelly throws the 
ball to home plate in an effort to cut down a 
runner trying to score. 

Above: Fox Lane’s Alexis Bazos delivers a pitch 
to the plate.

Right: Daniella Mulvey of  Westlake swings the bat 
during a Wildcat home game.

Horace Greeley left fielder Sammy Russo moves in 
for a short fly ball.

Westlake’s Brianna Mancuso bats in a game vs. 
Pleasantville.

Pleasantville’s Evelyn Tocco races in to make a 
catch in left field.

Mariel Katz of  Byram Hills concentrates as she 
bats vs. host Briarcliff.

Samantha Sicignano of  Pleasantville pitches in the 
rain vs. host Westlake.

Valhalla ace Sydni Holtz pitches during a Viking 
home game halfway through the regular season.
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Shortstop Alec Sole Turns Two
in the Second Inning on Sunday,
but the Renegades Lose to Lowell
in the Finale of a Short Homestand

Dutchess
Stadium

Double Play

Dream Kitchens & Baths

• CRAFT-MAID
• BIRCHCRAFT
• HOLIDAY
• CABICO 
• STONE
• QUARTZ
• CORIAN
• DECORATIVE     HARDWARE

164 Harris Road 
Bedford Hills
914.241.3046 
www.euphoriakitchens.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1965

HOURS: 
Tuesday - Friday 10:30am-5pm 
Saturday 11am-4pm 

GC Lic.#WC-16224-HO5

Complete Design and Installation Services

Dream Kitchens & Baths


