
By Martin Wilbur
A state board voted last Wednesday 

to reject most of the fire code variances 
needed by the developer of the proposed 
affordable housing project in downtown 
Chappaqua, throwing the application’s 
future into doubt.

The Department of State’s Hudson 
Valley Regional Board of Review denied 
seven of the eight variances requested by 
Conifer Realty to build the controversial 
28-unit Chappaqua Station on about one-
third of an acre on Hunts Place. 

Last year’s New Castle Town Board 
voted in favor of a conditional approval 
for a special use permit pending the 
outcome of the application for variances. 
The variances were necessary because 
town Building Inspector William Maskiell 
concluded that the project failed to meet 
key requirements for firefighter access 

and fire separation.
Following the July 2 decision, the 

attorney representing Conifer Realty, 
Randall McLaughlin, pledged that his 
client would press on and eventually 
prevail. He said he and Conifer’s other 
representatives would review the 
transcript from the hearings before 
deciding how to proceed.

“We have no plans at this time to 
abandon this project,” McLaughlin said. 
“We think it’s a critical project that’s 
needed in this county, that affordable 
housing and diversity is clearly an issue 
in the village of Chappaqua and the Town 
of New Castle. At the end of the day this 
project will be built. We just have to go 
through this additional step to make sure 
the project is safe as it could be.”

Conifer Realty could file an Article 78 

By Janine Bowen
The Pleasantville Board of Education 

has adopted a five-year strategic plan as 
part of the school district’s Pleasantville 
2026 initiative that was announced 
earlier this year.

The initiative, which aims to provide 
the type of education that this year’s 
kindergarteners will need by the time 
they graduate high school in 2026, 
developed a variety of action plans to 
achieve goals that will allow the district 
to better serve its students. 

“The action teams generated an awful 
lot of excitement and we had some 
concurrent thinking about moving 
forward,” said Superintendent Mary 
Fox-Alter. “The district is not one to stay 
stagnant, so there were some ideas that 
we thought we could move forward with 

and the plan was evolving.” 
The teams consisted of more than 

130 teachers, parents, students and 
community members who worked 
together over the past five months to 
generate more than 60 action plans and 
seven strategies for the district. 

Fox-Alter will be working with the 
board of education, administrators 
and curriculum coordinators over the 
summer to determine how the action 
plans will be implemented for the 2014-
15 school year. 

The district has already expanded 
electives, including courses such as 
marine biology and engineering, and its 
science research program. The district is 
also piloting the introduction of Period 
Zero, which would allow for advanced 

By Janine Bowen
Congresswoman Nita Lowey 

(D-Harrison) announced Monday that 
she will introduce legislation this week 
to increase Social Security payments for 
caregivers who lose time at work tending 
to family members.

Speaking at My Second Home, a facility 
which offers adult day care services and 
resources for caregivers in Mount Kisco, 
Lowey said she plans to introduce the 
Social Security Caregiver Credit Act in 
the House today (Tuesday). The measure 
would provide a Social Secirity earnings 
credit for those who have been forced to 
stop working to care for relatives. 

The credit would be based on the 
national average wage index, which is 
currently at about $45,000 per household. 
It would ultimately increase caregivers’ 

retirement income, allowing them to 
maintain better financial security later 
in life. 
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Fourth-grader Jack Loughney 
of  Mount Kisco Elementary 
School achieved individual 
highest honors in the recent 
WordMasters Challenge™, 
a national vocabulary 
competition involving nearly 
150,000 students. Competing 
in the Blue Division, Loughney 
achieved a perfect score 
of  20 on the third of  three 
challenges held this school 
year. Nationally, only 50 
fourth-graders achieved 
that score. Loughney was a 
student in Ms. Pease’s class. 
Mount Kisco Elementary 
School students were 
coached by Amy Unger, a 
tiered support teacher.

twitter.com/ExaminerMedia

JANINE BOWEN PHOTO
Rep. Nita Lowey, with County Legislator Peter 
Harckham, left, staff  at My Second Home in Mount 
Kisco and several area caregivers who support 
the congresswoman’s bill, which she intends to 
introduce this week.
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in state Supreme Court if it discovers there 
were procedural defects by the Board of 
Review or it could choose to rework the 
project, said Town Attorney Ed Phillips.

Board member Marco Gennarelli 
read the decision, which was announced 
following nearly two hours of deliberations 
behind closed doors at Cortlandt Town 
Hall. In denying the variances, the board 
concluded Conifer “failed to provide 
adequate aerial fire apparatus access.”

It also cited the lack of separation 
between the building and the property 
line and that some of the materials used 
in the structure would be unsafe.

In approving Chappaqua Station’s only  
variance, the board concluded that fire 
trucks would have enough room to clear 
a nearby Saw Mill River Parkway overpass 
to reach the site.

Phillips said the board’s decision 
justifies the judgment shown by Maskiell, 
who called the currently proposed 
building unsafe. 

“Mr. Maskiell’s been doing this for a 
long time and he knows the code -- the 
fire code, the building code -- and felt 
they needed variances, and again, the 
board agreed 100 percent on all eight that 
Conifer needed eight variances,” Phillips 
said.

In a statement following the vote, New 

Castle Supervisor Robert Greenstein said 
that while last year’s town board granted 
the special use permit, that approval 
contained conditions that Conifer obtain 
fire and building code variances. 

Greenstein, who opposed the project 
as a candidate last year, said last week’s  
decision highlights that Conifer has more 
work to do. It also does not mean the 
town is against affordable housing.

“The Board of Review’s decision 
today simply confirms that Conifer 
has not adequately addressed the fire 
safety issues associated with this project 
site,” Greenstein said in his statement. 

“Today’s decision had nothing to do 
with building affordable housing, which 
remains a priority for the town. The town 
has approved the construction of 20 
affordable housing units at Chappaqua 
Crossing. We welcome the development 
of affordable housing in our community.”

One of the outspoken critics of the plan, 
Chappaqua architect William Spade, said 
he hopes the vote’s outcome convinces 
Conifer that it’s a bad location for the 
project and gets the discussion moving 
toward identifying better locations for 
affordable housing in town.

He pointed to town-owned property on 

Washington Avenue as well as ongoing 
discussions by the First Congregational 
Church on Orchard Ridge Road as 
possible alternatives.

“We’re happy that a bad alternative has 
been hopefully denied in its final form,” 
Spade said. “I wouldn’t be surprised if 
Conifer pursues its legal options still 
further, but we’d like to know that we’re 
going to start focusing on good locations 
for affordable housing.”

Board of Legislators Chairman Michael 
Kaplowitz (D-Somers), whose district 
includes New Castle, said the site has been 
beset with problems from the start of the 
project’s review and that local officials’ 
concerns had been confirmed.

The county had delayed allocating funds 
for the project until the variances were 
granted. The units would have counted 
toward Westchester’s requirement of 
building 750 units of affordable housing 
by the end of 2016 to comply with its 
settlement with the federal government.

“I remain committed to working 
with stakeholders at every level to build 
affordable housing, but I cannot support 
the expenditure of county funds on a 
project that may not be safe for residents,” 
Kaplowitz said. “It makes no sense to 
build affordable housing that potentially 
jeopardizes the health and safety of the 
very people we are trying to serve.”

Chappaqua Affordable Housing Project Variances Rejected by State
continued from page 1
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MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO
The Hudson Valley Regional Board of  Review last week rejected most of  the fire code variances needed 
for the Chappaqua affordable housing project.
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“My top priority is investing in 
Alzheimer’s research at the National 
Institutes of Health so that we can prevent 
Alzheimer’s and cure Alzheimer’s. But 
as long as it still exists, and there’s so 
many questions, caregivers…are really 
sacrificing their own jobs because they 
love their parent or their child, who is 
home ill; and it definitely affects their 
retirement because it affects their long-
term Social Security benefit,” Lowey said. 

Michele Muir, communications 
director for the Alzheimer’s Association, 
said 19 per cent of Alzheimer’s caregivers 
must quit their jobs because of the  
burden of their duties. Women are 
most affected because they comprise 66 
percent of unpaid caregivers. In addition, 
women earn less money than men  
and average 10 fewer years in the 
workforce. 

Lowey conceded that the bill will 
not solve all of the problems faced by 
caregivers today. The congresswoman 
has been focusing on this issue for 
several years, and said she believed it 
was essential to write this bill, which is 
a modified version of one she worked on 
years ago. 

Lowey stated that the measure will 
give caregivers peace of mind and won’t 
force them to be “financially punished” 
for choosing to take care of loved ones.

At Monday’s press conference, Lowey 
was joined by several local caregivers 
who shared their stories. They stressed 
the positive impact that the proposed 
law would have on their lives. 

Secondary caregiver Joan Fuller spoke 
of her brother, a primary caregiver, who 
has made financial sacrifices to care for 
their mother. 

“When we consider the financial 
impact on the family, where my brother 
works for himself, and I know his 
retirement is taking a hit because it’s not 
a question of are we going to take care 

of our mother,” said Fuller, who noted 
that even a small credit would make a 
difference for her family. 

The proposal calls for an earnings 
credit that would be added to incomes to 
recalculate benefits. It is progressive and 
varies on an income-based sliding scale. 
It would be phased out if a caregiver 
earns more than the national average. A 
full-time, unpaid caregiver who does not 
work would be eligible to receive a credit 
of about $22,000 a year. 

County Legislator Peter Harckham, 
who attended the event, agreed the bill 

would be welcomed relief for families 
torn between work and a desire to care 
for their loved ones. 

“Here in my district, this is the rural 
part of northern Westchester, and we 
have so many seniors who are struggling 
and so many families who are struggling 
to take care of them,” Harckham said. 
“This bill will go a long way to provide 
support that is so desperately needed as 
so many of my constituents take time 
away from their work…to take care of 
seniors.” 

P’ville Schools Adopt New Strategic Plan as Part of 2026 Initiative

placement classes or extracurricular 
activities to take place before regular 
school hours. 

At the middle school, the district will 
begin work on the Maker Space project, 
which will create a flexible, open space in 
the library with computers and wireless 
Internet access where students can work 
on long-term or open-ended projects 
such as robotics. 

Fox-Alter said the strategic plan, 
which was adopted at the board of 
education’s June 24 meeting, promotes 
a spirit of holistic wellness throughout 
the district, beginning with a drug-free 
coalition grant. On June 30, action team 

member John Mueller hosted a meeting 
and set up a 12-member team to work 
on that goal.

Fox-Alter said as part of the drug-
free coalition, new programs will help 
students make sound decisions as 
well as bring in health and wellness 
professionals and consultants.  

Mueller is one of dozens of community 
members who has devoted time to the 
strategic plan since Pleasantville 2026 
was announced in January. Fox-Alter 
said the involvement of the community 
at large is a great benefit to students and 
will help give them a superior education. 

“We are very fortunate to live in a 

community where we have so many 
stakeholders that are involved in the 
schools and who want to volunteer their 
time to help move the district forward,” 
Fox-Alter said.

“Stakeholder involvement in schools 
definitely is a great thing for kids. When 
you have stakeholder involvement in the 
schools, you create a better educational 
environment for student learning,” she 
added. 

Fox-Alter expects to present a plan for 
the implementation of the remainder of 
the 2014-15 goals at a board of education 
meeting this fall. 

continued from page 1

Lowey to Introduce Social Security Credits Bill to Help Caregivers
continued from page 1
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By Martin Wilbur
New Castle officials are expected to 

issue a new Request for Proposal as 
soon as this week in hopes of filling the 
town-owned Chappaqua train station 
depot after the previous lease was 
successfully challenged.

Town Attorney Nicholas Ward-Willis 
said last week the town board will make 
several minor revisions to the RFP and 
post it on the New Castle website once 
it has been finalized. Board members 
were poised to hold open the response 
period for three weeks, he said.

New information anticipated in 
the next RFP includes the term of the 
lease, such as its length and hours of 
operation. Officials were still eyeing a 
food establishment for the 112-year-old 
building.

“What we’re proposing is, as the 
town board says, substantially the same 
format as before but we’re going to 
tweak it,” Ward-Willis said. 

In May, the board approved a 10-year 
lease with a five-year option to Leslie 
Lampert, owner of Cafe of Love and 
Ladle of Love in Mount Kisco, to operate 
a bistro in the space. However, one of 
the two other candidates, Erin and Peter 
Chase, filed a petition challenging the 
validity of the RFP process because 
critical information was omitted that 

would have been helpful to those who 
were vying for the lease.

The petition containing 520 
signatures forced the town to either 
schedule a permissive referendum or 
scrap the lease and reopen the RFP 
process.

The third lease candidate from the 
previous round urged the town board 
last week to keep the new RFP response 
period open for about six weeks. 
Carla Gambescia, who believed that 
she had an agreement with last year’s 
town board before a squabble over the 
restrooms with the new board short-
circuited that possibility, said three 
weeks isn’t adequate to attract a strong 
cross-section of candidates who might 
want to consider the space.

“Three weeks time to become aware 
of it and be able to put together a 
proposal is shorter and I think would 
limit the possibilities,” said Gambescia, 
who continues to operate the morning 
commuter service at the station. “And 
I think at this point, you waited this 
long if you waited a few more weeks 
you would be able to cast the net more 
broadly.”

She also appealed to officials to be 
as specific as possible in describing 
what the town wants to see in the 
space.  For example, if the board doesn’t 

want a proprietor to touch the interior 
millwork that could have a significant 
impact and limit the types of operations 
that could move in, Gambescia said. She 
also recommended that the town list 
selection criteria and a grading system, 
something that is commonly used in an 
RFP.

At its July 1 work session, the board 
didn’t give any indication whether 
it would consider her suggestions. 
However, Ward-Willis said that while 
the board is free to include what it 
would like in the RFP, he would oppose 

selection criteria and a grading system 
because it unnecessarily limits the town.

He said “the law vests in the town 
board (the ability) to make the decision 
you think is in the (town’s) best interests, 
but again, you have the ability if you 
wanted to include that.”

In this instance, the town also doesn’t 
have to go with the proposal that yields 
the most money if the board concludes 
another proprietor offers a facility that 
is better for the public, Ward-Willis 
said.

New Castle Set to Issue New RFP for Train Station Depot
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By Rick Pezzullo
U.S. Senator Charles Schumer kicked 

off a campaign last week in Ossining 
to secure federal funding to build a 
museum at Sing Sing Prison in Ossining.

Standing outside the famous facility 
with state Assemblywoman Sandra 
Galef (D-Ossining) and Village of 
Ossining Mayor William Hanauer, 
Schumer said the “Alcatraz of the East” 
museum at the old power plant could 
attract 200,000 tourists annually and 

generate about $24 million locally.
“We are in a unique position to turn 

this storied history into a major, one-
of-a-kind tourist attraction, and that is 
why I am here, to add my voice behind 
this effort and to help the museum’s 
creators secure the federal funds they 
need to get this project off the ground,” 
Schumer said. 

A museum at Sing Sing would be one 
of the few in the country at an active 
correctional facility. The history of 

Sing Sing spans nearly 200 years and 
was purchased by New York State in 
1825. The 135-acre site has been an 
active prison since the first 100 inmates 
arrived 189 years ago.

Schumer is urging the National 
Endowment of the Humanities to 
support an application submitted by 
the Historic Hudson River Towns 
Association to create the museum. 
The project would showcase historical 
artifacts, educate tourists on the penal 

system and prison reform movement, 
and allow visitors to learn about the 
historical significance of the facility. It is 
estimated the project would create 259 
permanent jobs and 121 construction 
jobs.

Plans were developed for a museum 
in 2007 but were put on hold when 
the economy tanked. Supported by the 
Westchester Business Association, New 
York State and the Westchester County 
Tourism Office, the museum would 
open in 2019 if there are no planning or 
funding hurdles.

“I have advocated for this project for 
many years, and the grant money he can 
help obtain will be extremely helpful in 
building this museum,” Galef said. “This 
project will provide a new tourism boost 
to the Hudson Valley, creating jobs and 
economic development while at the 
same time highlighting the history of 
this famous prison. I look forward to 
working with the senator on this project 
and am grateful for his support.”

Hanauer was equally appreciative of 
Schumer getting involved in trying to 
ensure the museum becomes a reality.

“(Senator Schumer’s) support adds 
momentum to our quest for federal, New 
York State, county and private funding 
for this project, which is anticipated to 
become one of the three most visited 
tourist sites on the Hudson,” he said.

Schumer Launches Campaign to Build Museum at Sing Sing

 Hispanic Heritage Day Festival Set for July 20  
Alianza Latina invites you to celebrate Hispanic music, 

food and culture at Westchester County’s annual Hispanic 
Heritage Day Festival. This grand event will take place on 
Sunday, July 20 at the Kensico Dam Plaza in Valhalla from 
12 to 7 pm.  

Activities at this year’s festival will include folkloric 
entertainment, children’s activities, international cuisine 
from over 21 Latin American countries and arts and crafts. 
In addition, nonprofit organizations such as social service 
agencies, educational institutions, and governmental 
departments will provide information about their services.

The Hispanic Heritage Festival has become one of the 
summer’s biggest festival draws for the growing Hispanic 
community and the community at large. In past years, the 
event has attracted close to 15,000 people and an even more 
impressive turnout is expected this year. To arrive at the 

festival, take the Metro-North Harlem Line A to the Valhalla 
station. Kensico Dam Plaza is within walking distance of the 
station. Entrance to the festival is free of charge.

Alianza Latina is a partnership of four nonprofit 
organizations formed by El Centro Hispano Inc., Hispanic 
Resource Center, Neighbors Link and United Community 
Center. Alianza Latina is organizing the Hispanic Heritage 
Day Festival as a fundraiser for these four organizations, 
which all work for the betterment of the community. Services 
include immigration referrals, ESL & GED classes, technology 
literacy classes, scholarships, educational workshops, and 
more. 

For booth or volunteer information call 914-630-1829, 
email Hispanicheritageday2014@gmail.com or visit www.
hispanicheritageday.com.
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Suspect Nabbed for Forcibly Entering Mt. Kisco Residence
By Martin Wilbur

An 18-year-old Mount Kisco man was 
arrested last Thursday after he broke into 
the Maple Avenue residence of a friend 
early that morning and assaulted and 
choked his friend’s mother while she 
slept.

Mario Coronado, of 22 Maple Ave., was 
charged with second-degree burglary, a 
class C felony, Mount Kisco police said. 
Coronado leaped from a second-floor 
window when the woman fought him 
off at 3:41 a.m. on July 3. She then called 
police.

Coronado was found a short time later 

by responding officers Brian Hurley and 
Gary Caporuscio hiding underneath a 
parked car in a driveway down the street. 
He was taken into custody without 
incident. 

Coronado, who was intoxicated at 
the time, was unhurt except for some 
cuts and bruises, Mount Kisco Police Lt. 
Patrick O’Reilly said. Police do not have 
a motive for the attack, he said.

According to police, the woman 
reported that the suspect forcibly entered 
her bedroom  and began grasping and 
squeezing the victim’s throat with his 
hands.

Neighbors told police they saw the 
subject flee the scene by jumping from 
the second floor. They heard the woman’s 
screams and came to her assistance.

Coronado was arraigned before Mount 
Kisco Village Justice Mark Farrell while 
represented by a Legal Aid attorney. 
He was transported to the Westchester 
County Jail in Valhalla without being 
given the option of posting bail. There is 
the possibility additional charges could 
be brought against Coronado, police 
said.

He is due back in village court this 
Thursday, July 10 at 7 p.m.

Obituaries
Kevin Kitson

Kevin James Kitson, devoted husband, 
father, uncle and friend, died at his 
Chappaqua home on June 30 after a 
courageous six-month battle with 
pancreatic and liver cancer.

He was 65.
Kitson, born on Jan. 6, 1949, in New 

York City, was the youngest son of Irish 
immigrants Michael and Susanna Kitson.

He is survived by his wife of 28 years, 
Patricia Kitson; their three children, 
Kevin, Maureen and Brendan; and his 
four siblings, Michael Kitson, John Kitson, 
Mary Brundage and Anne Alongi. 

Kitson was a parishioner of St. John and 
St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Chappaqua 
for 25 years and was active in parish life and 
outreach service. After nine years of public 
service in the Bronx and Westchester 
County District Attorney’s office, Kitson 
entered the private sector of law, eventually 
opening a practice in White Plains 27 years 
ago with his wife. 

Kitson will be fondly remembered by 
many as a loving husband, wonderful 
father, loyal friend and a consummate 
professional who was passionate and 
dedicated to his clients. He proudly served 

as president of the Friendly Sons of St. 
Patrick and was active in many charitable 
causes including San Miguel Academy 
of Newburgh, the Dominican Sisters of 
Health and The Little Sisters of the Poor. 

In lieu of flowers, kindly make 
contributions in Kitson’s name to the 
Little Sisters of the Poor, The Lustgarten 
Foundation and the Wounded Warriors 
Foundation. On July 2, the family received 
friends at St. John and St. Mary Roman 
Catholic Church in Chappaqua followed 
by a Mass of Christian Burial at the church.
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William Geary
William H. Geary of Thornwood died 

on July 6. 
He was 89.
Geary was born on Sept. 13,1924, to the 

late William and Sarah Geary in New York 
City. He proudly served in the U.S. Navy 
in World War II and Korea. Geary was a 
retired stereotyper with The New York 
Post. 

He was predeceased by his devoted wife, 
Catherine (nee Burke) Geary, in 1999; by 
his daughter-in-law, Pamela; son-in-law, 
Michael Tighe; and two brothers, Harold 
and John Geary. He is survived by his loving 
children, William P. (Elizabeth) Geary of 
Smithfield, R.I., Michael T. (Colette) Geary 
of New Rochelle, Kathryn M. (Walter) 
Moran of Hawthorne and Patricia A. Tighe 
of Bridgewater, N.J.; one sister, Mary (Steve) 
McLaughlin, of Mahwah, N.J.; 10 cherished 
grandchildren; two great-grandchildren; 
and many nieces and nephews. 

Visitation is at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home on Wednesday, July 9 from 2 to 4 
p.m. and 7 to 9 p.m. A funeral Mass will be 
held at Holy Rosary Church in Hawthorne 
on Thursday, July 10 at 10 a.m. followed 
by interment at Marycrest Cemetery in 
Mahwah, N.J.

In lieu of flowers, donations to either 
Calvary Hospital in the Bronx or the charity 
of your choice would be appreciated.

Probate | Administration | Wills | Trusts
 Estate Litigation | Guardianship 

Commercial Litigation| Real Estate

FISHLIN & FISHLIN, PLLC - ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
WESTCHESTER, ROCKLAND AND NEW YORK CITY

WESTCHESTER OFFICE 
100 SOUTH BEDFORD RD.

SUITE 340
MT. KISCO, NY 10549

NEW YORK CITY OFFICE 
60 EAST 42ND STREET

SUITE 4600
NEW YORK, NY 10165

FOR ALL APPOINTMENTS CALL OR EMAIL

 (212) 736-8000 | WWW.FISHLINLAW.COM
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Todd Fishlin | Lewis Fishlin



July 8 - July 14, 2014www.TheExaminerNews.com 9

By Neal Rentz
The Town of Mount Pleasant is 

planning to revamp its zoning code 
because portions are antiquated or 
confusing to property owners.

Planning consultant Pat Cleary 
said many property owners are also 
uncertain how they can use their land 
forcing town staff to often clarify the 
code’s language.

A committee consisting of Cleary, 
councilmen Mark Rubeo and Carl 
Fulgenzi, Town Engineer David Smyth 
and Building and Fire Inspector Sal 
Pennelle have held a series of meetings 
regarding revisions. The town board 
would need to approve any changes, 
Cleary said.

Some of the language in the code 
is clearly outdated, Cleary said. 
For example, there is a reference to 
telephone exchanges, but does not 
reference wireless communications 
towers, he said. 

The committee has already reviewed 
about 75 percent of the code. 

Rubeo said one of the committee’s 
tasks is to “clean up” some of the language 
to make it more understandable. 
Another goal is to come up with 
parking requirements for commercial 
properties. 

Supervisor Joan Maybury suggested a 
joint meeting with the planning board 
and town board be scheduled to address 
the issue. She also agreed with Cleary’s 
suggestion that the zoning board be 
part of the joint meeting. 

Mt. Pleasant is Safe Legally if Officials 
Say No to Retail Rezone: Consultant

Every house has a story, whether big or small, and with parallel careers as a journalist and publicist, Bill Primavera “The Home Guru” Realtor,  knows
how to tell it. The Coutant House to the left, built by the founder of New Rochelle, features over 3,500 sq. feet, majestically situated on a lush acre in
Bronxville, and was listed at $997,500. To the right is the cottage of Fanchon Hart, best friend and confidant of Eleanor Roosevelt, scarcely more than
1,000 sq. ft, in Yorktown and listed at $369,900. Both were marketed very differently and both earned accepted offers in less than three days!  When
it’s time to tell the story of your house to market it for sale, call “The Home Guru” Realtor, William “Bill” Primavera, Licensed Real Estate Salesperson,
William Raveis Real Estate, 1820 Commerce Street, Yorktown Heights, NY, 914-245-0460, www.raveis.com. CALL BILL DIRECTLY at (cell) 914-522-2076.

“A Tale of Two Houses” by Bill Primavera, “The Home Guru” Realtor
How Each House, Quite Different and Marketed Uniquely, “Sold” in Less Than 3 Days

The Coutant House, Bronxville,
3500 sq, ft, Listed at $979, 500

“Roosevelt” House, Yorktown
1006 sq, ft, Listed at $369, 900

R

R

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
Mount Pleasant planning consultant Pat Cleary 
told officials last week that the town’s zoning code 
needs to be revised.

By Neal Rentz
The developer of a proposed shopping 

center in Thornwood has no legal 
justification to initiate litigation if officials 
decide against considering a rezone request 
for the parcel, Mount Pleasant’s planning 
consultant instructed them last week.

Consultant Pat Cleary said developer 
Chris Martino does not have a legal right 
to force the town to consider a rezone.

“All you have to say is no thanks,” Cleary 
told the town board at its July 1 meeting.

DeMartino has proposed a 
16,700-square-foot commercial project 
on a 5.1-acre parcel on Columbus Avenue. 
The town board is weighing his request to 
rezone the land from an office zone to one 
that allows retail businesses. 

If the town board decides to consider the 
request, it should seek the planning board’s 
input, Cleary advised. Though the rezoning 
decision would be up to the town board, 
the planning board could help outline any 
hurdles that would face the project, he said.

Supervisor Joan Maybury has said she 
opposes the rezoning because she fails to 
recognize a clear benefit to the town. The 
applicant needs to demonstrate the project 
would bring benefits to the town, Cleary 
said.

The proposal has been criticized by 
several business owners at the Rose Hill 
Shopping Center, which is located less 
than a mile from where the new facility 
would be built. Rose Hill merchants have 
told officials they are concerned that there 
would be an oversaturation of businesses, 
negatively impacting some current 
merchants as well as some of those who 
would move into the new shopping center.

Should the town board approve the 
rezoning, the project would require site 
plan approval from the planning board, 
Cleary said.

While Maybury has made her sentiments 
public regarding the rezone, the four 
council members have not publicly stated 
their positions.

Mount Pleasant Seeks to 
Revamp Town Zoning Code
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The undersigned are three of 
the representatives from Foxwood 
Condominiums who

attended almost all of the meetings 
on the proposed Benchmark project 
and who opposed the idea of building a 
three-story, 39-foot-tall, 87-unit assisted 
living facility high on a hill looming 
over Bedford Road, in a neighborhood 
of small single-family homes and a 
residential  condominium. We would 
like to take this opportunity to respond 
to the editorial in last week’s Examiner 
which chided Mayor Peter Scherer (as 
well as Trustee Steven Lord) for not 

giving a “better explanation” for their 
votes against this project.

It was apparent from listening to the 
reasoning of each of the village board 
members that they took their task 
very seriously. Each of them weighed 
Benchmark’s promise of increased 
revenue to the village against the 
destructive impact that this project 
would have on the character of an 
established neighborhood. It was quite 
clear, in the comments made on the 
night of the vote and in the statements 
made by Mayor Scherer to your reporter, 
that he and Trustee Lord felt strongly 

that the detriment to the people in the 
neighborhood was too great, and that 
this outweighed the possible economic 
advantages. 

The Examiner may not agree with this 
reasoning, but we in the neighborhood 
are grateful that these two individuals 
had the courage and foresight to take the 
stand that they did.

Marty DeGrazia
Eileen West
Jim Sinnott

Pleasantville

Neighbors Grateful Scherer, Lord Voted Against Benchmark Rezone

Late last summer affordable housing 
advocates and most Chappaqua residents 
thought that the final hurdle had been 
cleared when the prior town board granted 
Conifer Realty its special use permit. 

That permit gave Conifer, a Rochester-
based developer that builds affordable 
housing projects, conditional approval to 
erect the 28-unit Chappaqua Station in the 
hamlet’s downtown.

Now, early this summer, the Hudson 
Valley Regional Board of Review, a quasi-
judicial body that is part of the New York 
State’s Department of State and an entity 
few ever heard of before this application, 
has slammed the brakes on the project just 
when it appeared headed for reality.

In rejecting seven of the eight variances, 
the regional board essentially concluded  
there was inadequate space for firefighters 
and their equipment to effectively battle 
a blaze and a lack of separation from 
the property line. Also, some of the 
materials that would be used didn’t rise to 
appropriate fire retardant levels.

Of course Conifer Realty’s attorney, 
Randall McLaughlin, put on a brave face 
following the decision last Wednesday 
morning. He vowed that it wasn’t the end 

of the project and that his client would 
reevaluate its options within the next 
few weeks. However, unless Conifer can 
reduce the size of the project--something 
it already did while stating during town 
meetings there comes a point when 
economic feasibility would be lost--or 
magically find more real estate, there is a 
real possibility this could be the end for 
Chappaqua Station.

Certainly, those on both sides of this 
hot-button issue during long public 
meetings and heated debate knew the 
cramped one-third of an acre site on 
Hunts Place presented many obstacles. 
The firefighting issue was the last in a 
long string of arguments, both valid and 
contrived, put forth by the public. At least 
if the project must be scuttled the reason 
was a valid one. 

Regardless, it remains unfortunate that 
much-needed housing may be lost.

The problem for New Castle officials, 
unless Conifer is able to find a way to 
rework the proposal, is how to address the 
issue of affordable housing, particularly the 
paucity of new units that have been built 
in town. 

It’s a sticky matter because while there 

were many opponents to this project who 
had legitimate safety concerns, New Castle 
is a town that has a badly checkered history 
when it comes to multifamily housing, 
which tends to be more affordable. 

In a statement last week following 
the vote, Supervisor Robert Greenstein 
pointed to the 20 already approved units at 
Chappaqua Crossing. However, given that 
application’s long and torturous history, 
no one should feel confident developer 
Summit/Greenfield will build much of 
anything at the former Reader’s Digest 
campus anytime soon.

During his campaign last year, 
Greenstein mentioned how a town-owned 
parcel on Washington Avenue should be 
given consideration for affordable housing. 
Even if Conifer Realty has no interest in it, 
the current town board needs to actively 
court other affordable housing developers 
to determine that site’s feasibility, along 
with any other locations.

Now is the time for New Castle’s leaders 
to show real leadership on this matter or 
else the town runs the danger of enhancing 
its reputation as a place that finds ways to 
say no to affordable housing.

PO Box 611, 
Mount Kisco, NY 10549
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Letters

Editorial
Chappaqua Affordable Housing Rejection Makes Alternative Site Critical

Letter Writer Missed Point About Mount Kisco Ticketing Practice
Clearly the gentleman who responded 

to my letter (“Ticket Happy Mount Kisco 
Loses Neighboring Resident’s Business,” 
June 24-30) failed to understand a good 
portion of my remarks–self-deprecating 
comments about how my occasional 
forgetfulness to feed the meter over the 
years never dampened my devotion to 

spending long stretches of time in Mount 
Kisco. However, receiving a ticket for an 
expired inspection sticker, while parked in 
the South Moger Street parking lot, did.

The gentleman makes an excellent point 
that our area merchants are having a tough 
time and have been having a tough time for 
years. With exactly that in mind, is it really 

necessary to have parking agents troll the 
Mount Kisco shopping district parking 
lots for expired inspection and registration 
stickers, which can only serve to chase 
away customers rather than attract them?

One note of caution to the gentleman: 
reasonable people can disagree on this 
issue and others. However, making ad 
hominem attacks when you disagree not 
only hurts your argument, but is hardly 
conducive to a productive discussion that 
could help make the Town of Mount Kisco 
a more enticing destination for shoppers.

Nancy Huehnergarth
Chappaqua

 Letters Policy
We invite readers to share their thoughts 

by sending letters to the editor.  Please 
limit comments to 250 words. We will 
do our best to print all letters, but are 
limited by space constraints. Letters are  
subject to editing and may be withheld from 

publication on the discretion of the editor. 
Please refrain from personal attacks. Email 
letters to  mwilbur@theexaminernews.com.  
The Examiner requires that all letter writers 
provide their name, address and contact 
information.
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By Martin Wilbur
You wouldn’t expect a country music 

singer to grow up in Connecticut and live 
in Westchester County. But much about 
Joanna Mosca’s ascent in her music career 
has been out of the ordinary.

This summer Mosca’s third EP, “Have a 
Little Mercy,” will be released, following up 
on the success of her first two works, a self-
titled debut album in 2010 and “Let It All 
Begin” in 2012. “Let It All Begin” featured 
the single “Dream on Savannah,” a song 
about the emotional toll bullying has on 
children. The EP helped get Mosca named 
as an artist to watch by the country music 
website CMT. 

Mosca credits her parents for helping 
her to realize her love of music and for 
allowing her to hone the skills that would 
eventually lead to a professional career. Her 
mother urged her to take piano lessons as 
a child growing up in West Hartford, while 
her father, who Mosca described as having 
had an outstanding singing voice, never 
pursued his musical dreams.

Mosca recalled her dad bringing home 

a record one day that opened her eyes and 
ears to a different kind of music.

“It was my father and he loved to sing but 
never got to do that professionally,” Mosca 
said. “He liked to listen to a lot of different 
types of music and he brought Patsy Cline 
into the house.”

Mosca performed in school concerts, 
and at 13, formed her own all-girl band 
with friends while teaching herself how to 
play guitar. She acknowledged she wasn’t 
very good, but like a lot of teens playing in 
bands had plenty of fun.

As Mosca went through high school and 
onto college, music took a back seat to a 
seemingly more reliable pursuit. She went 
to Western Connecticut State University 
in Danbury, then earned her master’s in 
hospital administration at Yale. For about 
seven years, as she married, had two sons 
and moved from Connecticut to Pound 
Ridge and then finally to Bedford with her 
family, Mosca worked as a nurse.

It was her father’s death more than a 
decade ago that reignited her desire to 
return to her first love--creating music 

and performing. Still, it 
was far-fetched to believe 
that she would become an 
increasingly in demand 
artist now sought by a 
collection of notable 
Nashville-based songwriters 
and producers.

“I never thought I was 
going to be a singer, there 
never was that opportunity 
to become a singer, and 
I was married, working, 
raising a family,” Mosca said. 
“But I think I got a little bit of a push from 
beyond.”

She left her nursing career with the 
blessing of her husband, a published 
poet, and enrolled in acting classes at HB 
Studios in the city and took voice lessons 
as well. Mosca’s first taste of success was 
between 2006 and 2008, when she released 
three well-received singles on her own 
music label.

From there, Mosca found work in three 
one-woman shows Off Broadway that 
earned her praise from reviewers. In the 
shows she not only acted but sang, which 
helped to further showcase her talents.

In her debut EP in 2010, Mosca wrote 
six of the songs, including the single “Keep 
on Going,” which reached Billboard’s 
Adult Contemporary Top 30. Although 
she enjoys listening to Adele, Bruce 
Springsteen and The Beatles, among many 

other pop and rock artists, 
country music allows her 
a greater opportunity to 
relate more stories about life, 
including her own, Mosca 
said.

“I’m not 18 anymore,” she 
said. “I’ve had a life outside 
of music for a while so it 
gives me more to sing about.”

For “Let It All Begin,” she 
hooked up with Grammy 
Award-winning artist Bryan 
White, who produced the 

EP. Originally, she was supposed to sing 
a duet with White on the release but that 
had to be scrapped because of contractual 
complications with his recording label. 

Now, with her third EP set for an Aug. 19 
release, Mosca has become a well-known 
talent in country music circles, with 
songwriters sending her material in hopes 
she will record their work. Meanwhile, she 
hopes to resume recording some of her 
own songs soon.

About the only drawback is that living in 
Westchester Mosca has to make frequent 
trips to Nashville, the center of the country 
music world. 

“The problem is you’re not there, you’re 
not performing there regularly,” she said. 
“We’re not in the coffeehouses.”

Given her unexpected rise in the 
industry, it’s a problem that Mosca can live 
with.
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Country Music Singer, Bedford
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LOT OF LOVE

IN THE AIR
UP HERE.

It’s just the way people feel about Westchester. We know. We’re the 1,000 people 

who help run Indian Point, and we live in the area too. Indian Point generates about 

one quarter of the power for New York City and Westchester, with virtually no 

greenhouse gas emissions, and at lower cost than other sources. All across our area, 

we’re Powering New York in ways you might not expect.

Learn more about the true value of Indian Point to our area, 
as well as the $1 billion we’ve invested in the safety of our plant in recent years, 

at SafeSecureVital.com/PoweringNY

Indian Point Energy Center

POWERING NEW YORK
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Mount Kisco Police Department

June 28: A 19-year-old woman 
reported an incident of criminal 
mischief on East Main Street at 1:57 
a.m. The woman stated that she had two 
of her tires slashed on her Chevy Malibu 
and a lewd phrase was scratched into the 
car’s quarter panel while it was parked. 
The matter is under investigation.

June 29: A large crowd was dispersed 
on Maple Avenue at 5:49 p.m. Report 
of about five males and one female 
hanging out in an area that has had 

multiple complaints of narcotics use. 
No criminal activity was observed.

June 30: A 33-year-old Mount Kisco 
woman reported at 11:04 a.m. that 
her credit card had two unauthorized 
charges on it totaling about $470 in 
Garden City, L.I.

July 1: Report of disorderly conduct 
at the Mount Kisco Holiday Inn at 4:20 
a.m. Two intoxicated males, a 26-year-
old Purdys man and a 21-year-old man 
from Florida, were banging on doors. 
The 26-year-old subject was arrested 
and charged with disorderly conduct. 
Both individuals were transported to 
Northern Westchester Hospital and 
treated for intoxication.

July 2: A 55-year-old Mount Kisco 
man reported at headquarters at 3:41 
a.m. that four individuals were causing 
a disruption on South Moger Avenue. 
The responding officer investigated and 
found three male subjects by the stream 
near the police station apparently 
sprayed with pepper spray. A fourth 
individual was not found. The three 
subjects refused medical attention.

July 3: A 25-year-old Bronx man was 
assaulted by two men with a baseball 
bat in the Target parking lot on North 
Bedford Road at 10:42 p.m. Both 
assailants fled the scene in a white 
four-door Nissan. The victim was 
transported to Westchester Medical 

Center for a head injury. The incident is 
under investigation.

July 4: A 19-year-old Mount Kisco 
man and a 17-year-old South Salem girl 
were arrested at 7:35 p.m. and charged 
with unlawful possession of marijuana 
and unlawful possession of alcohol, 
both violations, on West Street. 

Pleasantville Police Department

June 28: Report of a missing street 
sign at 7:37 a.m. on Virginia Place in 
the village.

June 29: Report of a verbal dispute at 
Trattoria 160 on Marble Avenue at 12:12 
a.m. No charges were filed; no further 
action was needed.

July 1: An 18-year-old man who had 
been arrested and was in the midst of 
being remanded to the county jail in 
Valhalla broke a window in the police 
car that was transporting him at 6:55 
p.m. The suspect was brought up on an 
additional charge of criminal mischief.

North Castle Police Department

June 27: A complainant who works 
for the company that manages the 
Whippoorwill Hills development 
reported at 10:17 a.m. that he has 
recently received word from residents 
that youths have been using the pool 

after hours. He also stated that while 
checking the pool closest to the front 
gate, he found empty beer bottles in 
the bushes. A request for additional 
overnight patrols was left with the 
department.

June 27: A woman reported at 5:19 
p.m. that her car is on fire while parked 
in her driveway on Nethermont Avenue. 

June 28: A caller reported at 7:12 p.m. 
that several landscapers were holding a 
male subject on the ground in a parking 
lot on Main Street and were punching 
him in the face. The responding officers 
stated that the subjects left the area 
prior to their arrival. An incident report 
will follow.

June 30: Report of a larceny on 
Business Park Drive at 3:08 p.m. The 
complainant stated that he had some 
medical equipment missing from his 
office. 

July 2: Report of a suspicious vehicle 
in a Business Park Drive parking lot at 
7:27 a.m. The complainant stated that 
the occupant of the vehicle, a black SUV, 
was slumped over and unresponsive.

July 2: Report of a possible illegal 
dumping incident on Bedford Road 
at 9:34 a.m. About 15 bags of garbage 
were dumped in a construction area, 
according to the complainant.

Police Blotter

Advertise in 
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By Janine Bowen
Although Jessica Lynn Calamera grew 

up in Westchester, she is a country girl at 
heart. 

The Yorktown Heights singer, 
songwriter and musician, who goes 
simply by the name Jessica Lynn, has 
spent the last year touring the country, 
but she will be returning to her home 
county on Saturday to perform alongside 
12 other artists at the Pleasantville Music 
Festival. 

“Traveling across the country was so 
much fun, and you meet so many cool 
and exciting people, but coming home 
just feels amazing,” she said. “You get to 
see your friends and family and also just 
get to show everybody how hard we’ve 
worked on the show since we’ve been 
away.”

A 2008 Lakeland High School graduate, 
Jessica Lynn has been performing since 
childhood, having taken piano lessons 
and then teaching herself how to play 
guitar and drums as she grew older. She 
said that music always came naturally to 
her, which should come as no surprise, 
since both of her parents are musicians as 
well.

Jessica Lynn decided to take her family 
on the road with her. Her father, Peter, 
plays bass in her band while her mother, 
Victoria, is a backup vocalist. 

“There’s a whole different level of trust 

and comfort there and it just makes things 
easier -- having people that are so close to 
you and know you so well with you all the 
time and that you know have your best 
interest in mind all the time,” she said. 

Her boyfriend, Steve Sterlacci, is also a 
member of the band, playing lead guitar. 
She said her relationship with Sterlacci, 
which began three-and-a-half years ago, 
served as inspiration for several of the 
songs on her latest album, “This Much 
Fun.”

Jessica Lynn writes all of her own songs, 
which are largely based on events in her 
life. She joked that if you put the songs 
from her new album in a certain order, it 
becomes sort of a musical biography. But 
she noted that being able to connect with 
fans through personal stories is one of the 
most rewarding aspects of her career. 

During a recent performance of her 
song “Pretty,” which speaks about the 
difficulties many young women face 
trying to live up to societal perceptions 
of beauty, she recalled a girl who started 
crying.

“That’s what means so much to you, 
writing your own stuff, because your 
story can touch somebody else in that way 
and you have that connection with them 
that’s just not possible through any other 
medium but music,” Jessica Lynn said. 

Although a Westchester native, Jessica 
Lynn won’t be staying put for long. 

She recently signed a contract that will 
take her to Nashville to write music 
alongside some of the biggest names in 
the industry, including songwriters who 
have written material for Aerosmith and 
Carrie Underwood. She hopes that this 
opportunity will jumpstart her goal of 
securing a record deal and becoming a 
household name.

Of course, she is already on her way to 
achieving that goal with a PBS special, 
“This Much Fun—Live at the Winery at 
St. George,” that has been airing across 
the country since May. The special, which 
was filmed two years ago at the Mohegan 
Lake winery, gives her an opportunity to 
share her music with people outside the 
area. A second special will be filmed at 
the Paramount in Peekskill and will air in 
September. 

Perhaps Jessica Lynn’s proudest career 
moments so far was when she was twic 
invited to sing the National Anthem at 
Madison Square Garden, once prior to a 
basketball game, the other before a bull-
riding competition. 

“I was always so nervous to sing the 
National Anthem, in high school or 
[at] any local things,” she said. “I never 
auditioned to sing it, all throughout 
growing up, because I was always afraid of 
not doing it justice, so my very, very first 
time singing the National Anthem was at 
Madison Square Garden. What a way to 
start.” 

Jessica Lynn is scheduled to appear 
on the festival’s Main Stage at 2 p.m. 
For more information, including a 
complete list of performers at the 
Pleasantville Music Festival, visit www.
pleasantvillemusicfestival.com.

W’chester Singer/Songwriter Comes Home to P’ville Music Festival
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Yorktown native Jessica Lynn will be part of  the 
Main Stage lineup Saturday at the Pleasantville 
Music Festival.
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By Janine Bowen
The Pleasantville Music Festival will 

reach a milestone when it kicks off Saturday 
afternoon at Parkway Field.

This year’s festival, which is headlined by 
Ian Hunter and The Rant Band, will mark 
its 10th anniversary, an event which has 
arguably become the biggest day on the 
village’s calendar each year.

“I was there in year one, and it’s fun to 
think that it’s gotten to year 10. It is a great 
community event, although it’s a difficult 
one to make happen every year, and we 
depend heavily on lots of volunteers … to 
make it happen,” said Mayor Peter Scherer. 

Scherer said when the first festival was 
organized, no one was sure that it was 
going to work, but he has been impressed 
with the momentum it has gained over the 
years. 

Former mayor Bernard Gordon helped 
to organize the first festival in 2005, along 
with Jim Zimmerman and Lisa Wentzel, 
after attending the Circle of Friends Coffee 
House at St. John’s Episcopal Church. His 
goal was to give Hudson Valley performers 
an opportunity to showcase their talent 
and gain exposure alongside some 
recognizable headline acts. 

The 2005 festival featured Jonathan 
Edwards, best known for his 1972 hit 
“Sunshine.” Gordon admitted that he did 
not know what the future had in store for 
the Pleasantville Music Festival. 

“I didn’t know what to expect in terms 
of longevity and success,” Gordon said. 
“It was just an idea at the time and when 
the materials came out Jim Zimmerman 
marketed it as the first annual, so that sort 
of [decided] that we were going to have 
this festival every year, and we have.” 

This year the festival will feature 13 
acts across two stages. Scherer, who 
recently taped a preview of the festival 
for Pleasantville Community Television 
(PCTV), believes that music fans will be 
pleased with the lineup. 

“Although some of them are bands that 
people probably haven’t heard of, I was 

very much impressed by what I heard and I 
think people will have a great day of music 
when they show up,” he said. 

Scherer stated that the festival not only 
provides entertainment for residents but 
has helped boost the village’s visibility. It 
also adds to Pleasantville’s reputation as 
a center for the arts, which attracts new 
visitors and potential homeowners to the 
area. 

“It is of definite interest to people as they 
decide where they want to live and many, 
many, many new residents have told me that 
the availability of lots of cultural activities 
was important to them in deciding to end 

up moving to Pleasantville,” he said. 
William Flooks, president of the 

Pleasantville Chamber of Commerce, 
said the festival helps bolster the visibility 
of local shops. Although there is only a 
small spike in customers on the day of the 
festival, many attendees from outside of 
Pleasantville return to the area to dine and 
shop, he said.

“It gives us higher visibility with 
people that might not normally come to 
Pleasantville and might want to make 
the return to visit either the retail or the 
restaurants, and it just puts us on the 
map in terms of being recognized as a 
destination place,” Flooks said. 

The festival has drawn as many as 7,000 
spectators in some years, a number which 
nearly matches Pleasantville’s population.

“I’m very happy that it’s been such a 
success,” said Gordon, who attributed the 
festival’s popularity and growth to the 
volunteers and village employees who 
work so hard each year.

“It’s an amazing thing that the village has 
done and I’m very proud of the village,” he 
said. “I think it’s a great event.” 

Tickets and information about the artists 
and the performers’ schedules for the 
Pleasantville Music Festival are available 
online at www.pleasantvillemusicfestival.
com and in person at Art of Wine, located 
at 1 Cooley St., and The Village Bookstore 
at 10 Washington Ave. Gates open at noon.

When the weather has been good in past years, an estimated 5,000 to 7,000 spectators have flocked to 
Parkway Field for the Pleasantville Music Festival. The 10th annual festival is scheduled for this Saturday.

After First Decade, P’ville Music Festival a Fixture on Village Calendar
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By Janine Bowen
Sloan Marshall may joke that he 

joined a band to get girls and free beer, 
but as keyboardist for Leroy Justice, he 
is bringing the music scene back to the 
roots of American rock ‘n’ roll. 

The band, which formed more than 
a decade ago over a poker game on 
Manhattan’s Lower East Side, channels 
“American twangs” as well as classic 
rock songs from the 1970s that the five 
members grew up listening to. 

But the real treat is for the people who 
watch them perform live, as they let the 
music take control and expand their 
songs with some impromptu jamming. 
They will take their act onto the Main 
Stage at this Saturday’s Pleasantville 
Music Festival.

“During live shows, we have a 
tendency to open up some tunes and 
just see where the music takes us, but 
it’s done within the confines of great 
songwriting as opposed to just noodling 
and shredding,” explained bass player 
Brad Wegner. 

Vocalist and guitarist Jason Gallagher 
said performing live is always risky. 
The audience will be judging the group 
based on the one take they hear, so 
the pressure is always great to make 
everything sound good. 

Wegner noted, though, that playing 
before a large crowd is an experience 
that can’t be replicated in any studio. 

“There’s something that lives right 
out there somewhere between the band 
and the crowd that doesn’t actually 

belong to either 
one of them,” 
Wegner said. “It’s 
nearly tangible 
at times and it 
feels amazing 
to be part of it. 
I’ve breathed 
underwater 
and jumped out 
of airplanes, 
and they don’t 
compare to 
connecting with 
a live audience.” 

Although none 
of the group’s 
members are 
named Leroy, 
the group gets 
its name from a real person. An 
acquaintance of the band’s original 
drummer passed away, but his legacy 
lives on in a name that the band 
members believe speaks to an image of 
Americana. 

“The image I’ve always carried of 
Leroy Justice was a guy who could 
slide out from under the truck smeared 
with grease and oil, sit down (at) the 
piano, and just rip through some classic 
rhythm and blues,” said Wegner. 

Although Gallagher jokes that the 
inspiration for the group’s music comes 

“mostly from girls in sundresses,” the 
fact that ‘70s rock music has played 
a role in the band’s style makes the 
members of Leroy Justice all the more 
excited to be able to play on the same 
program as former Mott the Hoople 
lead man and festival headliner Ian 
Hunter. 

“I have been working on my ‘All The 
Young Dudes’ licks all week, in case he 
wants to call me on stage with him,” 
joked Marshall. “And, of course, there’s 
always an extra amp waiting from him 
during our set…just saying.” 

Band Does Justice to Classic Rock ‘n’ Roll Sound in Live Performances

Grizfolk: From Far-Flung Places 
Breaking Down Musical Boundaries
By Janine Bowen

Showcasing local talent is one 
important component of the Pleasantville 
Music Festival. But the members of Main 
Stage act Grizfolk may be as far removed 
from the village as possible.

Grizfolk was founded by two Swedes, 
Fredrik Eriksson and Sebastian Fritze, 
and  Adam Roth, who grew up in the 
deep South. The five eventual members 

of the group came together in Los 
Angeles. 

The members were all friends working 
on different projects in California 
when they started writing and formed 
a production team. After a while, the 
group realized that the songs they were 
writing were really meant to be their 
own, and they started a band. 

continued on page 16

The Manhattan-based rock band Leroy Justice will perform this Saturday at the 
Pleasantville Music Festival.
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“The one thing we all definitely have 
in common is that we all moved to Los 
Angeles…to make music,” said Roth. 
“We’ve all had this childhood dream 
to be on stage and living the life of a 
troubadour. We’re all artists individually 
but collectively it’s…a really complicated 
thing but for some reason it works.” 

The mingling of Swedish and 
American influences on Grizfolk’s work 
creates a distinctive sound that combines 
electronic music with more traditional 
American popular music. The group has 

no boundaries, having written songs in 
a variety of different genres. That results 
in something more than the traditional 
perception of pop music.

“Where I come from, down in the 
South, pop music really isn’t as popular 
among the cool kids…but I love hooks,” 
Roth said. “We all love hooks and I think 
the world needs more hooks and I think 
that’s what our music is kind of based on. 
We put as many hooks as possible into 
one song and I think that’s what pop 
music is these days, but I think finding a 
way to let the passion shine through the 
hooks [is important].”  

The band recently released its first 
EP, “From the Spark,” and is putting the 
finishing touches on a full-length album, 
which will be released this fall. The group 
has had a bit of difficulty completing the 
album, working in hotel rooms and vans 
while they tour the world. It’s worth 
the effort, though, for the experience of 
meeting fans around the globe. 

Roth said the band has had some 
interesting encounters with fans during 
their time on the road. Perhaps the most 
memorable was the time they awoke 
in Italy to find their car draped in the 
Italian flag. 

Roth noted that one of the most 
rewarding things about meeting 
international fans, however, is that pop 

music has the unique ability to overcome 
the language barrier. 

“It’s crazy because I don’t think I know 
any American people that can sing Italian 
songs, but then you go to Italy and they 
know every lyric word for word [of songs 
in English], and the meaning,” he said. 

Of course, Grizfolk is just as excited to 

meet New Yorkers at Saturday’s festival, 
and are promising a good time for all—
and maybe even a dance off. 

“It’s going to be a rock show. High 
energy…we like to have fun,” Roth said. 

“The music is really serious but when 
we’re on stage, we like to have fun with 
it.” 

Tickets for Sale On-line and at
The Village Bookstore 10 Washington Ave. Pleasantville

The Art of Wine 1 Cooley St. Pleasantville
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July 12, 2014
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With band members from Sweden and the United States, Grizfolk fuses various influences to create 
a distinctive sound.

Grizfolk: From Far-Flung Places Breaking Down Musical Boundaries
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The conversation started on 
Fourth of July weekend about a 
beautifully written essay in The 
New York Times by a man who 
had found “Leaves of Grass” 
to be a beacon of hope when 
growing up as an Evangelical in 
the South harboring the secret 
that he was gay.

My wife somehow had 
missed the homoerotic 
messages of Whitman’s work 
and was as surprised as when 
she first learned that Rock 
Hudson was gay. 

“But it was a nun who put 
that book in my hand,” she said. 

That comment struck me funny 
because, when I went to Catholic school in 
Philadelphia, the only thing I remember a 
nun putting into my hand was a ruler with 
a smart whack.  When I asked my mother 
why that nun was so mean to me, she said, 
“Because she’s Irish and you’re Italian!” 
Maybe my first-grade nun had issues, but 
obviously my mother did, too.

My parent’s generation didn’t yet have 
the Sharks and the Jets. They had the Irish 
and Italian factions, the former having 
arrived a generation earlier because of the 
potato famine; the latter lagging behind 
a half century to escape a great Italian 
depression to build projects in the City of 
Brotherly Love, and the wars for turf were 

on. The difference was that my 
dad’s gang in the ‘20s and ‘30s used 
fists, bricks and bottles rather than 
knives and guns. 

By the time my dad stopped 
hanging around with the gang and 
married my mother, the first home 
they purchased was next door to 
the O’Gradys, and I’m told that 
my grandmother didn’t like the 
idea that they didn’t buy in a nice, 
exclusively Italian neighborhood.

By the 1950s because of a post-
World War II opportunity for my 
dad, we would be living in the South 
before Rosa Parks, where there 
were designated neighborhoods 

in which blacks could and could not live. 
Even we as Italian-Catholic northerners 
with one parent having an Italian accent 
were labelled “the foreigners” in our 
community.

In another 10 years, my widowed 
mother would be moving to Baltimore to 
be closer to my married sister. Shockingly 
enough, to buy a new row home there, she 
was required to sign a covenant with the 
developer pledging that she would not 
someday resell the property to a buyer of 
“Oriental extraction.”  

“How could you sign something like 
that?” I asked her, having just graduated 
from college the year Kennedy was elected. 
Looking back, I was astounded that federal 

law did not yet protect citizens from such 
discrimination.  

“It’s the only way I could get the house,” 
she responded.” 

Fast forward more than 50 years. In 
the course of the past 12 months, I have 
represented such a diversity of buyers and 
sellers that they could make their own 
United Nations. That is thrilling to me, 
having witnessed the long fight for equal 
opportunity in housing through the years. 

Considering my mother’s bout with 
discrimination against Asians a half-
century ago, I was delighted to meet 
Cathleen “Cat” McAuliffe, a new agent at 
William Raveis Real Estate in Yorktown 
Heights. She’s new but has been connected 

with real estate and construction through 
her family for a long time. McAuliffe is and 
looks as Irish as Irish can be. She is also an 
Asian scholar who speaks fluent Japanese.  

Having lived in Japan and taught 
English there for seven years, she is back to 
represent all sellers and buyers, but will be 
a treasure to those who are relocating from 
Japan and do not yet speak English. 

“I encourage anyone who knows anyone 
in that situation to contact me,” McAuliffe 
advised, “because I can both teach them 
English and handle their real estate needs 
at the same time.” 

That welcoming accommodation is a far 
cry from the days of shameful prohibitive 
covenants.

How great is it that we live in a country 
that protects our right to live where we 
choose, albeit belatedly and with no small 
amount of struggle. And how gratifying it 
is to work in a profession that guarantees 
and facilitates that right.  

Bill Primavera,“The Home Guru”Realtor,® 
is associated with William Raveis Real 
Estate and Founder of Primavera Public 
Relations, Inc., the longest running public 
relations agency in Westchester (www.
PrimaveraPR.com), specializing in lifestyles, 
real estate and development. His real estate 
site is: www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and 
his blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To 
engage The Home Guru to market your 
home for sale, call 914-522-2076.

Bouncing From Leaves of Grass to Neighborhood Diversity in Our Towns

BILL PRIMAVERA PHOTO
Cathleen “Cat” McAuliffe, a realtor with William 
Raveis in Yorktown. McAuliffe is an Asian scholar 
who is fluent in Japanese and offers her services 
to Japanese home seekers who do not speak 
English.

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com
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2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!
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‘Sounds of Summer’ Music Documentary Series Returns to Jacob Burns
By Neal Rentz

The sounds and stories of a wide 
array of music will be presented on 
screen and through live performances 
and discussions beginning this week 
at the Jacob Burns Film Center in 
Pleasantville.

The fourth annual “Sounds of 
Summer: New Music Documentaries,” 
which opens this Thursday, July 10 and 
extends through Aug. 31, is the film 
center’s second most successful series 
behind the Westchester Jewish Film 
Festival, said Karen Sloe Goodman, one 
of its programmers.

This year’s series kicks off with 
“Celebrating Pete Seeger,” featuring 
rare clips, live music performed by Tom 
Chapin and the acoustical duo Mike 
+ Ruthy and a panel discussion about 
Seeger, who died earlier this year. 

Goodman, who sings and plays 
guitar, banjo and percussion, will be 
performing with her group, the Shovel 
Ready String Band, at the opening night 
reception at the Media Arts Lab.  

Composer, arranger, conductor and 
pianist Dick Hyman will come to the 
Burns on July 31 to take part in “Dick 
Hyman in Reel Time.” The program 
will feature Hyman on the piano to 
accompany clips of his favorite film 
scores as he discusses how music is 
applied to movies. Some of Hyman’s 

best known work was featured in 
“Moonstruck” and several Woody Allen 
films.
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“Dick Hyman in Reel Time,” a multimedia 
presentation featuring the jazz pianist, is 
scheduled for July 31 at the Jacob Burns Film 
Center in Pleasantville as part of  the annual 
“Sounds of  Summer: New Music Documentaries” 
series.
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”Amy Winehouse: One Shining Night” will be 
presented on July 23 at the Jacob Burns Film 
Center. 
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By Martin Wilbur
You don’t have to travel very far to see 

one of the largest assemblages of accordion 
players and accordion music lovers this 
week.

The 76th annual American Accordionists 
Association Festival descends on 
Westchester County this Wednesday for a 
five-day engagement, showcasing the best 
the instrument and the musicians who 
play it have to offer. 

Until Sunday, the festival will 
feature performances, workshops and 
competitions, many of which are open to 
the public, at the Double Tree by Hilton 
in Tarrytown. Some of the events are 
free, while others are accessible through a 
registration charge.

Festival co-coordinator Frank Busso 
said the association, the nation’s largest 
and oldest accordion organization with 
several thousand members in its ranks, 
had considered coming to Westchester 
for its milestone anniversary last year but 
decided to hold it in Manhattan, where the 
group was founded in 1938.

While the event has been held 
throughout the country, this year the 
association returned to the New York area 
because of the accordion’s popularity in and 
around Westchester over the generations.

“There have been so many teachers in 
the Westchester area throughout the years 
and there are still some excellent players 

there who are still playing today,” said 
Busso, an accordion teacher who owns and 
operates a Staten Island accordion school 
and is the association’s first vice president.

While some casual music observers 
may look upon the accordion as an 
instrument from a bygone era, there’s 
been a resurgence in its popularity, Busso 
said. It has been seen and heard in radio 
and television commercials and has been 
used by a surprisingly large number of 
popular music artists, including Mumford 

and Sons, Paul Simon, Bruce Springsteen, 
Sheryl Crow and many others.

Busso said some of the accordion’s 
popularity is that it reaches across a wide 
assortment of cultures and ethnic groups. 
In the United States, some of its biggest 
fans are not only in the polka capitals of 
Pennsylvania and the Midwest, but down 
in the Louisiana bayou with the Cajun-
infused zydeco music.

It also has roots throughout Europe, 
among other regions, hitting a chord with 
descendants of immigrants of so many 
backgrounds.

“The accordion remains an integral part 
of our popular culture because it mirrors 
our ethnic heritage,” said American 
Accordion Association President Linda 
Reed. “You can see and hear the instrument 
in every media.”

While there aren’t as many accordion 
teachers today, there are still plenty 
of younger accordion players. Busso 

performs with his two children at various 
engagements throughout the year and can 
be seen later this week at the festival.

The festival, which will begin with 
registration on Wednesday at 3:30 p.m. and 
exhibits opening at 5 p.m., will spotlight an 
array of noted accordionists performing 
wide genres of music, including jazz, pop, 
polka, rock, folk and more. 

In addition to a diverse set of 10 
workshops, there will be concerts, 
master classes and competitions for all 
levels in varied styles for adults and kids. 
Competition winners will receive honors, 
cash awards and scholarships. 

Workshops, exhibits and concerts 
are scheduled for Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

The Double Tree by Hilton is located 
at 455 S. Broadway in Tarrytown. For 
more information on the American 
Accordionists Association Festival, visit 
www.ameraccord.com.

Hundreds of  accordionists came together for last year’s 75th annual festival by playing their favorite 
instrument in Manhattan’s Bryant Park. 
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High Bids for Chlorine Booster Frustrates P’ville Officials Pleasantville  Awards 
Rec Center Bid; 
Facility to Open Later 
This Year

Castle Tree Nursery
Wholesale Nursery & Stone Supply

(914) 218- 3400
442 Armonk Road

Mount Kisco, NY 10549
www.castletreenursery.com

Specimen Quality Trees and Shrubs
EVERGREENS • ORNAMENTALS • FLOWERING & SHADE TREES 

TOPSOIL • MULCHES • GRAVEL • SAND • FIELDSTONE 
NYS FLAGSTONE & GLACIER BLUE TREADS

VENEER • STONE • STEPPING STONE 
DRAINAGE & BAG PRODUCTS

NOW OPEN

R .
MKMG’s Pediatric Department is here...
for you and your family.
Contact us today. BRIARCLIFF MANOR:

914-941-2129
CARMEL:
845-278-6626
FISHKILL:
845-896-8370

KATONAH:
914-232-3135
MOUNT KISCO:
914-242-1580
PATTERSON:
845-279-2323

POUGHKEEPSIE:
845-471-3111

SOMERS:
914-277-4448

YORKTOWN:
914-962-8989www.mkmg.com

PK-0000132725

By Sam Barron
Pleasantville’s attempts to install a 

chlorine booster station at a reasonable 
price are not going as well as planned. 

Officials revealed last week that the low 
bid for the mandated project came in at 
$327,000, higher than the $250,000 the 
village anticipated. The chlorine booster 
was bonded for $305,000 last year, though 
$87,000 has already been spent on the 
project. 

“We’re struggling with that,” Mayor 
Peter Scherer said. “The chlorine project 
has been frustrating. We don’t have the 
option to say no. We’re going to go back 
and figure it out.”

The village has been manually adding 
chlorine to water at its filtration plant 
that it shares with New Castle, although 
county Department of Health regulations 
no longer allow that to be done. The rising 
cost of steel was blamed for the high bids.

“We have to buy quite a bit of 
equipment,” Scherer said. 

Trustees said they are continuing to 
examine the issue and are looking to 
see if there are ways they can reduce the 
project’s cost. Another idea may be to 
borrow more money, though trustees did 
not seem enthused by that idea.

“We’re going to talk to the lowest bidder 
and see if he will come in lower,” Trustee 
Mindy Berard said. “It’s killing us. We’re 
very upset about it.”

Trustee Brian Skarstad said the village 
should spend the money to build the 

booster rather than face fines from the 
Department of Health. 

“It’s a tough one,” Skarstad said. 
“It’s incredibly frustrating. This is not 
something we take lightly. We have to 
provide clean water, which is what we do.”

Skarstad said that the village board 
continues to study every expense, but that 
the role can become trying, especially 
when this type of project means there is 
little money to spend elsewhere.

“When I first became a trustee, we 
were very careful, but it was a little more 
fun,” said Skarstad, who originally joined 
the board in the mid 1990s. “We could 
put in some playgrounds and make 
improvements in people’s lives. We had 
money to do things with and now we’re 
trying to hold it all together. We have to 
be careful at every turn.”

said. “It’s not everything we wish we could 
have. Nobody can have what they want. 
This is perfectly located. It gives us a nice 
way for people to take advantage of our 
programs. There’s all kinds of positive 
things there.”

Trustee Brian Skarstad said the May 7 
vote was long overdue.

“It’s not the ideal building, but it’s the 
building we have,” Skarstad said. “An 
effective recreation center will be a big 
boon for the village.”

He said Pleasantville is a recreation 
village since there are so many youngsters 
involved in a wide assortment of activities.

“Not having a recreation center is a loss 
of revenue for the village,” Skarstad said. 
“When we don’t have those programs, 
we suffer financially. It’s good all the way 
around.”

Trustee Mindy Berard said that a 
recreation center serves everybody--
children and adults. 

“We haven’t been able to have the 
programs and offerings that we had in the 
past,” Berard said. “This is a first step in a 
global look at the recreation department. 
It’s a great plan. This is a great opportunity 
for us. I am looking forward to getting 
that going as fast as possible.”

continued from page 1

Full Stock
of Italian 

Specialities

Boars 
Head 

Premium 
Meats

810 Commerce Street • Thornwood NY 10594
(Next to Post Office)
914.747.6050

Catering Specialist of
Authentic Italian Family Recipes

Celebrate Communions, Graduations and
Any Special Occasion With Us

Place your Catering Orders Early at

10% OFF
(On orders of $175 or more) Exp. 6/1/12

A Giant Tag Sale to benefit  Hudson 
Chorale (formerly  the Westchester 
Concert Singers and the Choral Arts 
Society) will be held on Friday and 
Saturday, May 18 and 19 from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. at 107 Bedford Road in 
Pleasantville (the corner of Manville 
Road and Route 117.  

Furniture, collectibles, appliances, 
children’s books, jewelry, toys, sports 

equipment, CD’s, DVDs, good used 
clothing and accessories, decorative 
art and more will be available. Rain or 
shine. To donate tax deductible items, 
call 914-769-9309.  

All proceeds will benefit Hudson 
Chorale, the area’s largest not-
for-profit community chorus For 
more information, visit www.
HudsonChorale.org.

Hudson Chorale Tag Sale This Week

Bedford Hills. Investment opportunity! 
Solid 2-fam, w/4BR’s total: 2BRs in each 
unit & 2-car gar. Private prop within mins 
to train & loads of parking.        $427,888

Mt. Kisco. West Glen Tri-plex. Fabulous 
2BR w/expansion poss & updtd stainless 
kit. Hrdwd flrs; deck;  quick stroll to town 
& train. Also available for rent.     $350,000

raveis.com
95  Katonah Avenue  -  9 14 - 401 - 9111

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS NEEDED

Making a Difference...One Ride at a Time!

RideConnect is a program of Family Services of Westchester providing free information,
referral and volunteer transportation services to older adults, the disabled

and home health workers in Westchester County.

We are  seeking volunteers to provide rides which enable our clients to remain active in
their communities and to continue to lead fulfilling lives.

Please consider giving the gift of mobility and independence!
For More information contact Karen Ganis @ 914-242-7433.

www.RideConnectWestchester.org
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Alex and Ani is now at Twin Jewelers

Official Pace University Sports Sponsor

• Custom 
 Orders

Accordionists Invade W’chester This Week for Annual Festival

Cody McSherry, 10, from Pennsylvania, is one 
of  the many young accomplished accordionists 
today.
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Tuesday July, 8
Discovery Time for Kids. Learn about 

science and history through non-fiction 
books, crafts and brief experiments. For 
children four to eight years old. North 
Castle Public Library, 10 Clove Rd., North 
White Plains. 4 p.m. Free. Also July 22. Info: 
914-948-6359 or www.northcastlelibrary.
org.

Children’s Craft. Toddlers develop their 
fine motor skills creating simple crafts, 
using construction paper, markers and 
glue sticks. Cute crafts that your child can 
take home. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk 4 p.m. 
Free. Tuesdays in July. Info: 914-273-3887.

Italian Language and Culture With 
Mara De Matteo. North Castle Public 
Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk Beginners from 6:30 to 8 p.m. 
Advanced Class at 7:30 p.m. Free. Also July 
15, 22 and 29. Info: 914-273-3887.

Learn English With Stacey Fields. 
Learn to speak conversational English with 
an emphasis on vocabulary and grammar. 
North Castle Public Library, 10 Clove 
Rd., North White Plains. 6:45 p.m. Free. 
Tuesdays through Aug. 19. Info: 914-948-
6359 or www.northcastlelibrary.org.

Amazing Extracurriculars. Join Keith 
Berman, president of Options for College, 
as he shares ideas on how to make the 
most of your interests. Perfect for those 
who want to get started over the summer. 
Students entering grades 9-12 and their 
parents welcome. Chappaqua Public 
Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 
7:30 to 8:30 p.m. Free. Info: 914-238-4779 
or www.chappaqualibrary.org.

Wednesday, July 9
Zumba Fitness. Achieve long-term 

benefits while having a blast in one exciting 
hour of calorie-burning, body-energizing, 
awe-inspiring movements meant to engage 
and captivate for life. For all fitness levels. 
Dance Emotions, 75 S. Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua. Every Monday and Wednesday 
at 9 a.m. and Saturdays at 10 a.m. Drop in 
or weekly discount rates available. Info: 
Contact Peggy at 914 960-4097.

Knitting Group. Hats for our 
servicemen and women overseas and 
other ongoing projects for care centers 
and hospitals. Clinton Street Center, 1A 
Clinton St., Pleasantville. 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
Free. Meets every Monday and Wednesday. 
Info: 914-769-2021.

Music and Motion With Lori Jo. Interact 
with your child through music and dance. 
For children six months to four years old. 
North Castle Public Library, 10 Clove 
Rd., North White Plains. 10:30 a.m. Free. 
Wednesdays through Aug. 13. Info: 914-
948-6359 or www.northcastlelibrary.org.

Bounce the Baby. Simple stories, finger 
plays and songs. For children six months 
to two years old. A great opportunity for 

parents and caregivers to interact with their 
children while focusing on literacy. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 11 a.m. Free. Also July 
9, 16, 23 and 30. Info: 914-273-3887. 

Stories in Motion With Paulene. 
Paulene reads and acts out stories then 
encourages parents and children to act out 
various scenes from stories. Through games 
and play, children develop comprehension 
and an enjoyment of reading. For children 
one to four years old. North Castle Public 
Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 11 a.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

Support Group for Alzeheimer’s 
Caregivers. Temple Shaaray Tefila and 
Westchester Jewish Community Services 
have scheduled this forum to provide 
a place for caregivers to discuss their 
feelings, share their experiences and 
support one another. A specialist from 
the Alzheimer’s Association will lead the 
group and provide educational materials 
and information. All welcome. Temple 
Shaaray Tefila’s Youth Lounge, 89 Baldwin 
Rd., Baldwin Corners. 11 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. Free. Meets the second and fourth 
Wednesday of each month. Registration 
required. Info and registration: Contact 
the Alzheimer’s Association at 800-272-
3900 or visit www.alz.org/hudsonvalley.

Senior Benefits Information Center. 
Counselors offer older adults one-on-
one counseling covering a broad range 
of topics including Medicare health and 
prescription plans, food stamps, HEAP, 
EPIC, weatherization, minor home repair 
and tax relief programs. Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 Main St., Mount Kisco. 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Free. Every Wednesday. 
Info: 914-231-3260.

New Mommy Meet-Up. Whether it’s 
your first child or your fifth, New Mommy 
Meet-Up is a great way to get out of the 
house, meet new friends and enjoy time 
with your newborn For babies up to eight 
months old. World Cup Nursery School, 
160 Hunts Lane, Chappaqua. 12:30 to 1:15 
p.m. Free. Every Wednesday until Aug. 
20. Info: Contact Kim Bremer at 914-238-
9267 ext. 20.

Fiber/Yarn Hobby Group. Pleasantville 
Loves Yarn (PLY) is a group of knitters 
and fiber lovers who meet to learn 
from each other and enjoy each other’s 
company. Bring whatever you’re working 
on and share your knowledge or learn 
from the group. All skill levels and any 
fiber/yarn hobby (knitters, crocheters, 
spinners, weavers, etc.) welcome. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 1 to 3 p.m. Free. Info: 914-
769-0548.

Sing and Play in Spanish. It’s fun to learn 
Spanish. For three- and four-year-olds. 
Chappaqua Public Library, 195 S. Greeley 
Ave., Chappaqua. 2:30 p.m. Free. Also July 
16, 23 and 30. Registration required. Info 

and registration: 914-238-4779.
Discovery Time. Learn about science 

through non-fiction books, crafts and a 
brief experiment. Today’s topic is bash 
the trash. For children four to six years 
old. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 3 p.m. 
Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

Sensational Summer Science. Science-
based programming that focuses on the 
environment and science experiments. 
Today’s topic is bash the trash. For children 
seven years old and up. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 4 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

College Preparation Series. A lecture 
series to prepare recent high school 
graduates and incoming high school 
seniors for college. North Castle Public 
Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 4 p.m. Free. Wednesday in July. 
Info: 914-273-3887.

Knitting Club. Come learn to knit, or if 
you already know how, bring your current 
project and enjoy a visit with other knitters 
and crocheters. Beginners should bring 
a pair off size 8 or 10 straight knitting 
needles and skein or worsted weight yarn. 
Open to knitters and crocheters 10 years 
old and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 
100 E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 4 to 5:30 
p.m. Free. Meets every Wednesday. Info: 
914-666-8041.

Author Talk. Chappaqua resident Brian 
White explores in his debut novel, “Cuba 
After Dark: Is This What Men Really 
Want?” the psychology of sexual fantasy. 
Chappaqua Public Library, 195 S. Greeley 
Ave., Chappaqua. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-
238-4779 or www.chappaqualibrary.org.

Wednesday Night Summer Cinema. A 
three-part mini-series from New Zealand, 
“Top of the Lake” takes place in a small 
town, and tells the story of personal and 
professional sides of a detective working on 
solving a case. Directed by Jane Campion 
and starring Holly Hunter and Kate 
Moss. Discussion led by Professor Valerie 
Franco. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 7 p.m. 
Free. Also July 16. Info: 914-273-3887.

Thursday, July 10
Let Your Yoga Dance Classes. The 

popular Kripalu noon dance class is now 
in Chappaqua! Combines easy dance, 
gentle yoga and great music. Come join 
this noncompetitive, heart pumping and 
joyful experience. Drop-ins welcome. 
Dance Emotions, 75 S. Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua.10 a.m. $20 per 75 min. class. 
Every Tuesday and Thursday. Info: 914-
238-8974 or email claudiayogadance@
gmail.com.

Summer Art Adventures. A five-session 
art workshop for children six to 12 years 
old. Inspired bythe exhibition  “ICELAND: 
Artists Respond to Place,”  explore concepts 

of land, space and environment through 
different lenses and materials.  Sign up for 
individual workshops or the full series. 
Please bring lunch. Katonah Museum of 
Art, 134 Jay St. (Route 22), Katonah. 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Members: $50 for each class. 
Non-members: $60 per class. Discounts for 
multiple classes. Pre-registration required. 
Info and pre-registration: 914-232-9555 
ext. 0.

Play and Learn. An hour-long program 
for children and their parent or caregiver.  
After 30 minutes of structured play, 
children and adults have an opportunity 
to play with building blocks, instruments, 
beanbags, etc. Designed to promote the 
basics of early literacy through play and 
adult-child interaction. For children one to 
four years old. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 11 
a.m. Free. Also July 24 and Aug. 7 and 21. 
Info: 914-273-3887.

Mother Goose Story Time. Children 
will enjoy stories and songs that focus on 
colors, shapes, numbers, letters, animals 
and more during this 25-minute program. 
A fun opportunity for interaction between 
children and parents or caregivers. For 
children two to four years old. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 11 a.m. Free. Also July 
17, 24 and 31. Info: 914-273-3887. 

Preschool Story Time and Crafts. 
Children first listen to a story and then 
materials are provided to make a fun 
craft based on the story. This hands-on 
project uses a variety of skills that promote 
comprehension and allow children the 
opportunity to interact with other children 
their age. For children four to six years 
old. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 3 p.m. 
Free. Thursdays through Aug. 14. Info: 
914-273-3887.

LEGO Club. A one-hour activity of 
unstructured play with LEGOs.  For each 
program a theme is chosen and children 
are able to create their own vision of the 
theme.  All creations will be photographed 
and displayed at the end of each program. 
For children seven years old and up. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 4 p.m. Free. Thursdays 
through Aug. 14. Info: 914-273-3887. 

Introduction to Jewelry for Children. 
Learn basic jewelry making skills, from 
making beads to creating bangles and 
necklaces. For 12-year-olds and up. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 4 p.m. Free. Thursdays 
through Aug. 14. Info: 914-273-3887. 

Duct Tape With Claire. Use classic 
gray duct tape to create a different project 
each week. Trim each with crazy colors 
and patterns. For students in grades 
7-12. Chappaqua Public Library, 195 S. 
Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 4 to 5 p.m. Free. 

continued on page 24

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Martin Wilbur at mwilbur@theexaminernews.com.com.
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By Colette Connolly
Coming out of the “Mad Men” era of 

New York’s advertising industry to create 
Westchester’s first dinner theater turned 
out to be a fortuitous move for Westchester 
Broadway Theatre’s founders Bob Funking 
and Bill Stutler.

The idea of creating a place where 
suburbanites could see Broadway quality 
productions at half the price of a New York 
City show was hatched shortly after Stutler 
visited a dinner theater in his home state of 
West Virginia in the early 1970s. 

They were keen on bring the same kind 
of experience to Westchester audiences.

“It looked like fun,” Stutler said of the 
emerging entertainment trend across the 
country at the time. 

This Wednesday, July 9, the popular 
venue will celebrate its 40th anniversary, 
all of it in the same Elmsford corporate 
park since its inception. (It has been in 
its current space since 1991.) The 500-
seat theater has hosted 184 main-stage 
productions and nearly 1,000 Monday and 
Tuesday special events and concerts.

Stutler and Funking chose to use 
professionals from Actors’ Equity 
Association, the union that represents 
stage actors and managers, instead of 
nonunion performers that some other 
dinner theaters often use. 

Being close to Manhattan didn’t dissuade 
Stutler or Funking. 

“We discovered that only 6 percent 
of Westchester residents actually go to 
Broadway shows anyway,” Funking noted. 
“Tourists make up for about 60 percent of 
their sales.”

Despite having little experience in 
theater and the restaurant industry, the 
partners forged ahead. 

“The good thing was that we knew how 
to put a presentation together,” Stutler said 
of using their expertise in advertising and 
marketing to help them attract investors. 

They hired an architect to design a space 
suitable for a dinner theater and included 
the construction of comfortable seating 
that would allow everyone a good view 
of the stage. There was the installation 
of professional quality lighting. The idea 
of providing audiences with an intimate 
experience was crucial to Stutler and 
Funking.

Opening in 1974 as An Evening 
Dinner Theatre, the pair chose “Kiss Me, 
Kate” as its debut production. When the 
operation moved to its current location, it 
was rebranded as Westchester Broadway 
Theatre.

While running the day-to-day operation 
is something they’re both involved in, 
auditioning is what they enjoy most. 
Before putting on a production, Stutler and 
Funking spend several days in Manhattan 
with a musical director and choreographer 
reviewing resumes and headshots to cast 

each production.
Even after 40 years in the business, they 

are often surprised by what audiences 
want. 

“There is no sure way to gauge the 
popularity of a production beforehand,”  
Funking said. 

But that hasn’t stopped them from 
providing top quality Broadway 
entertainment over the years, while helping 
to launch many careers. 

“There isn’t a musical on Broadway that 
doesn’t have someone who came from 
the Westchester Broadway Theater,” said 
Stutler. 

The most recent example is Andy Keslo, 
the male lead in “Kinky Boots.” He had the 
lead role in WBT’s production of “Rent” a 
couple of years ago.  

The last five choreographers/directors 

who collaborated with WBT have  won 
Tony Awards. Others who have graced the 
WBT stage include actors Scott Bakula, 
who later starred in “Quantum Leap” and 
“Star Trek,” Estelle Harris, who played 
George’s mother in “Seinfeld,” Holland 
Taylor, who has starred in “Two and a Half 
Men” and has also won an Emmy for her 
part in “The Practice,” and Rob Marshall, 
who directed WBT’s “Side by Side” and 
later the films “Chicago” and “Memoirs of 
a Geisha.”

Stutler and Funking agree WBT’s success 
is because of their passion for providing 
high quality entertainment and their 
ability to appeal to different audiences. 

“The industry is actually getting more 
difficult,” Funking said. “Years ago, all we 
had to compete with was the TV, and it was 
very easy to reach an audience.” 

Still, Stutler and Funking aren’t deterred 
from offering new and exciting musical 
theater, tribute shows and an array of 
children’s productions throughout the year. 

The popular “Mary Poppins” is currently 
playing at WBT through July 27, and the 
theater is currently selling its “Christmas 
in July” gift certificates, an offer that 
includes the purchase of one gift certificate 
for two at the regular price and a second 
gift certificate for two at 50 percent off. 

For more information about the theater, 
its schedule of shows and ticket availability, 
visit www.broadwaytheatre.com.

Westchester Broadway Theatre Celebrates 40 Years of Great Shows
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“The place to turn in your time of need!”

COLETTE CONNOLLY PHOTO
Bob Funking, left, and Bill Stutler, creators 
of  Westchester Broadway Theatre, which 
celebrates its 40th anniversary on Wednesday.
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Auctions
Buy or sell at AARauctions.com. Con-
tents of homes, businesses, vehicles and 
real estate.Bid NOW! AARauctions.com 
Lights, Camera, Auction. No longer the 
best kept secret.

Auto DonAtions
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 

towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible. Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible. Call 914-468-4999 Today!

EvEnts
RINALDIFLEAMARKETS.COM Every 
Sunday Weather Permitting 900 Dutchess 
Turnpike (rt44) Poughkeepsie NY. Free 

Admission & Parking, Great Food & Bar-
gains. Vendors Wanted!† Please visit RIN-
ALDIFLEAMARKETS.COM† 631-891-
7112

HElp WAntED
Want A Career As A HVAC Technician?
Accelerated "Hands On Training" & Cer-
tifications Offered. National Average 
18-22 Hourly! Lifetime Job Placement 
Assistance. VA Benefits Eligible! 1-877-
994-9904

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here Get FAA 
approved Aviation Maintenance Techni-
cian training. Financial aid for qualified 
students!  Housing available. Job place-
ment assistance. Call AIM 866-296-7093

HomE improvEmEnt
HAS YOUR BUILDING SHIFTED OR 
SETTLED? Contact Woodford Brothers 
Inc, for straightening, leveling, foundation 
and wood frame repairs at 1-800-OLD-
BARN. www.woodfordbros.com. "Not ap-
plicable in Queens county"

HomEs for sAlE
MODULARHOMEBROKERS.COM 14 
MODELS ON DISPLAY, STARTING AT 
$59 PER SQUARE FOOT. PRICING IN-
CLUDES DELIVERY, CRANE, SET AND 
TAX. 848-240-7040

lAnD for sAlE
LOVELY MEADOW AND FOREST. 
5.4 acres, $49,900. Was $199,900. Bank 
ordered sale. Beautiful Bethel NY. Near 
Woodstock site. 85 miles from Manhat-
tan. Assorted hardwoods, approved build-
ing siteunderground utilities, across from 
lake, walk to Performing Arts Center, fi-
nancing. 877-836-1820

ABSOLUTE FARM LIQUIDATION 
JULY 12TH & 13TH! 3- 61 acre Parcels 
50% Market Price! Less Than 3hours 
from NYC. Hour from Albany! Jaw drop-
ping views, spring fed ponds, gorgeous 
trout stream, rolling fields, deep woods! 
EZ terms! Call: 888-905-8847! Newyork-
landandlakes.com

lots & AcrEAgE
WATERFRONT LOTS-Virginia's Eastern 
Shore. Was 325K Now from $65,000-Com-
munity Center/Pool. 1acre+ lots, Bay & 
Ocean Access, Great Fishing, Crabbing, 
Kayaking. Custom Homes. www.oldemi-
llpointe.com 757-824-0808

miscEllAnEous
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship. FREE Info/DVD:  www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

out of stAtE rEAl EstAtE
Sebastian, Florida Beautiful 55+ manufac-
tured home community. 4.4 miles to the 
beach, Close to riverfront district. Pre-
owned homes starting at $35,000. New 
models available. 772-581-0080, www.
beach-cove.com

vAcAtion rEntAls
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open dai-
ly. Holiday Real Estate. 1-800-638-2102. 
Online reservations: www.holidayoc.com

WAntED
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT
914-654-1683 

CASH for Coins! Buying ALL Gold & Sil-
ver. Also Stamps & Paper Money, Entire 
Collections, Estates. Travel to your home. 
Call Marc in NY 1-800-959-3419

ExAminEr mEDiA Classifieds 070814

To Place a Classified Ad 
call 914-864-0878
or e-mail classifieds

@theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication

OverÊ500ÊVacationÊHomes,Ê
fromÊDuckÊtoÊCorolla,Ê

OceanfrontÊtoÊSoundfront,Ê
PrivateÊPools,ÊHotÊTubs,Ê

PetsÊandÊMoreÉ

rindley
each

V A C A T I O N S Ê & Ê S A L E S

BookÊOnlineÊatÊÊwww.brindleybeach.com
1-877-642-3224

Ò S E R V I C E Ê F I R S TÉ Ê F U N ÊA LWAY S ! Ó

Outer Banks, NC Vacation Homes!Outer Banks, NC Vacation Homes!

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR

YOUR BOARD MEMBERS 
CAN RAISE MONEY!

Empowering your Board Members 
to be Successful Askers
Wednesday, July 30, 2014

9:30am to 12:00pm
Reckson, a division of SL Green Realty Corp.

360 Hamilton Avenue
White Plains, NY  10601

FREE Fundraising 
Workshop for Nonprofits

Pre-registration is required for this FREE workshop.
To register, visit npccny.org/workshop.htm 

or call 212-502-4191 ext. 230.

PELVIC/TRANSVAGINAL MESH?  

Did you undergo trans-vaginal placement of mesh for  
pelvic organ prolapse or stress urinary incontinence  
between 2005 and the present? If the mesh caused  

complications, you may be entitled to compensation.  
Call Charles H.Johnson Law and speak with female 

staff members 1-800-535-5727 
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Ah, Champagne. 
Historically 

referred to as the 
wine of kings and 
the king of wines, 
Champagne has 
a storied and 
checkered past, 
often as much by 
happenstance as by 
astute winemaking. 

It has become a fabled, preferred beverage 
for special, celebratory occasions as a 
symbol of good fortune and happiness. 

The history of the Champagne region 
is replete with tales of regal royal 
dinners and nights of debauchery–all 
attributable to the allure (and alcohol 
content) of Champagne. Even in war, 
Champagne was held in high regard 
and copious amounts were consumed. 
When Napoleon reigned as the emperor 
of France, he was obsessed with 
Champagne. 

“I drink Champagne when I win, to 
celebrate; and I drink Champagne when 
I lose, to console myself.”

Often overlooked or shrouded in 
intrigue, the historical backdrop to its 
popularity is worthy of mention.

The Romans traveled through this 
region, in northeastern France, east 
of Paris, before the time of Christ. In 
their wake they left a thriving still wine 

industry that continued for centuries as a 
major source of wine to Parisian citizens. 
It’s proximity to Paris, and England, 
provided an advantage over other French 
wine regions, in spite of the fact that 
regions, such as Burgundy, produced 
higher quality wines. 

The birth of the French nation was 
celebrated in the heart of Champagne--
the Reims Cathedral--in the fifth century. 
The region flourished as a still wine 
producer for centuries. The Parisians and 
the British buoyed its financial success 
into the 17th century.  

However, the wines were not of high 
quality, but rather of high alcohol and 
great quantity. For a number of reasons. 

The northern climate was not 
conducive to warm weather or long 
growing seasons. Hence the wines were 
thin and austere. Worse, after the grapes 
were harvested and fermented, the early 
onset of winter prematurely halted the 
full fermentation of the wines, leaving 
residual sugar and yeast when the wines 
were subsequently bottled. By the time 
these partially fermented wines were 
sold into the retail market, the weather 
warmed, which triggered a second 
fermentation, creating an effervescence 
that dismayed the French producers and 
their customers. After all, their goal was 
to produce still wines.

But not the British customers. 
Distributors purchased barrels of the 
still wines to defray costs and bottled 
the wines themselves for onward sale 
to consumers, adding sugar to enhance 
the taste. British nobility and royalty 
developed an affinity 
for the sweet, bubbly 
style. But the wines 
were inconsistent at 
best. Worse, the built-up 
pressure in the bottles 
caused many to explode. 

Enter Christopher 
Merret, a British scientist. 
In 1662, he posited that 
the natural (and added) sugars in the 
partially fermented bottles created the 
carbon dioxide-induced bubbles. The 
British began experimenting with methods 
to improve the wines during bottling. It 
is believed the British distributors were 
producing the modern-day version 
(Méthode Champenois) shortly thereafter.  

At this time, back in Champagne, a 
Benedictine monk had been tasked with 
finding a way of improving the still wines 
being produced by his monastery. After 
numerous attempts to improve the poor 
quality and remove the bubbles, he gave 
up. Instead, the monk, Dom Perignon, 
decided to cater to the British desire for 
the intentional bubbly style. Using the 

techniques he had developed to reduce 
the bubbles, he created a superior bubbly 
product, which was very successful and 
later emulated. 

Therein lies the irony of modern 
Champagne. While Dom Perignon was 
painstakingly seeking to prevent the 
bubbles in Champagne, the British were 

busy enhancing them. 
Rather than being the 
widely believed father of 
the Champagne style, the 
good monk was rather the 
father of the refinement of 
Champagne.

Since the breakthrough 
of the British and the 
French in the 17th century, 

Champagne’s popularity has continued 
to grow in sales and esteem. Today, over 
300 million bottles are produced annually, 
receiving high accolades for their quality, 
complexity and finesse. A far cry from its 
feeble beginnings.

Nick Antonaccio is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years 
he has conducted wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results 
in instinctive behavior. You can reach him 
at nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or 
on Twitter @sharingwine.

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

By Nick Antonaccio

‘From still to sparkling wine’

Listen to the new single “Cross That River” at kevinkaneandthegrifters.com.

Find out what the 
Indigo Girls already 

know about The 
Grifter's new album, 

Dangerous World 
–"Songs that stick 

like glue with a 
voice I can't get 

enough of." 
- Emily Saliers of the 

Indigo Girls 

Available on:
• I-tunes

• Amazon
• CD Baby
•Spotify

• Kevinkaneandthegrifters.com
• Facebook

It’s all about you.

Excited about the Pleasantville Music Festival 
Saturday, July 12? We are. Great bands. Great times. In a 

great village. And PCTV is going to be there to cover it as 

always. Want a preview of this year’s artists? Watch 

Catching Up with Mayor Peter Scherer any 

day on PCTV at 8 am, 2 pm, or 8 pm to get a peek at who’s 

playing. Or watch online at pctv76.org. Be in the 

know before the show.

 
   

SEE THE BEST 
OF THE FEST 
(BEFORE ALL THE REST)

The Mystique of the Champagne Region and its Wine



July 8 - July 14, 2014 The Examiner24

Thursdays through Aug. 7. Info: 914-238-
4779 or www.chappaqualibrary.org.

Juggling. Learn to juggle. No experience 
necessary. For students 12 to 18 years old. 
North Castle Public Library, 10 Clove Rd., 
North White Plains. 6 p.m. Free. Info: 914-
948-6359 or www.northcastlelibrary.org.

Llamas in the Library. Show your 
pajamas to real live llamas. All ages. 
Chappaqua Public Library, 195 S. Greeley 
Ave., Chappaqua. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-
238-4779 or www.chappaqualibrary.org.

Night Owls. Show us your PJs and 
we’ll share good stories. For children of 
all ages. Chappaqua Public Library, 195 
S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 7 p.m. Free. 
Every Thursday in July and August (except 
July 31). Info: 914-238-4779 or www.
chappaqualibrary.org.

College Planning: Write Your College 
Essay. Brainstorm an idea, then start 
writing at this fun, informative but relaxed 
college essay seminar. Led by Marek Fuchs, 
who teaches nonfiction writing at Sarah 
Lawrence College and is an author and 
former New York Times columnist. Bring 
a laptop, if desired. For students entering 
grades 11 and 12. Chappaqua Public 
Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 
7:30 to 9 p.m. Free. Online registration 
only. Info and registration: Visit www.
chappaqualibrary.org.

Friday, July 11
Stroller Tours. Take a break from 

the ordinary and bring your little one 
with you. Moms, dads and caregivers of 
stroller-bound babies are welcome  for 
special “before hours” tours of the unique 
landscape and contemporary art of Iceland 
in the Katonah Museum of Art’s “Iceland: 
Artists Respond to Place” exhibition. For 
adults with children under 18 months. 
Breakfast snacks provided by Tazza Café. 
Katonah Museum of Art, 134 Jay St., 
Katonah. 9 to 10 a.m. Members: Free. Non-
members: $10. Info: 914-232-9555 ext. 0.

Mommy and Toddler Yoga. Join in a 
playful introduction to yoga using games 
and songs. For children one to four years 
old. North Castle Public Library, 10 Clove 
Rd., North White Plains. 10:30 a.m. Free. 
Fridays through Aug. 15. Info: 914-948-
6359 or www.northcastlelibrary.org.

Toddler Craft. A half-hour program for 
toddlers to develop their fine motor skills 
creating simple crafts, using construction 
paper, markers and glue sticks. Cute crafts 
that your child can take home. For children 
18 months to four years old. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 11 a.m. Free. Also. July 12, 18, 19 
and 26. Info: 914-273-3887.

Zumba Gold. Try this low-impact 
approach to Zumba for the older active 
adult and baby boomer with the same 
sassy, sweaty, fun-filled cardio workout in 
an easy learning environment. Ongoing 
classes; drop-ins welcome. Addie-tude 

Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza, Pleasantville. 11:15 a.m. to 12:15 
p.m. $12. Four- and eight-week cards 
available. Meets every Friday. Info: 914-
747-0808 or email instructor at olin.amyj@
gmail.com.

Magic: The Gathering With Lucas. 
Drop-in and play. Beginners and 
experienced players welcome. For students 
in grades 7-12. Chappaqua Public Library, 
195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 3:30 to 
4:30 p.m. Free. Fridays in July and August. 
Info: 914-238-4779.

Family Films. Feature-length films for 
all ages. Chappaqua Public Library, 195 
S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 4 p.m. Free. 
Also July 25. Info: 914-238-4779 or www.
chappaqualibrary.org.

Gaming. For 12-year-olds and up. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 4 p.m. Free. Also July 
18 and 25. Info: 914-273-3887.

Zumba Fitness Class. Addie-Tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial Plaza 
(lower level), Pleasantville. 5:30 to 6:30 
p.m. $15 a class. $29 for four classes. $55 
for eight classes. Meets every Friday. Info: 
917-215-1720, email AddietudeDance@
gmail.com or visit www.Addie-tude.com. 

Open House Barbecue. Temple 
Shaaray Tefila hosts this barbecue and for 
prospective members who are considering 
participating in the synagogue’s High Holy 
Day services and religious school for their 
children in the coming year. Hot dogs and 
hamburgers and the rabbis and staff will 
be available to answer questions. Rain or 
shine. Casual dress. Temple Shaaray Tefila, 
89 Baldwin Rd., Bedford Corners. Tot 
Shabbat at 6 p.m. Barbecue at 6:30 p.m. 
Outdoor service at 7:30 p.m. (followed by 
an Oneg) Also Aug. 1. Info: 914-666-3133 
or visit www.shaaraytefila.org. 

Menus in the Movies: “Hands of 
Harvest.” Led by food author and film 
buff Carol Durst. Homemade desserts and 
discussion to follow. Chappaqua Public 
Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 
7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-238-4779 or www.
chappaqualibrary.org.

Movies, Books and Trivia: Read the 
Book, Play the Game, See the Movie. 
The series starts with “How to Train Your 
Dragon” (PG), a book by Cressida Cowell. 
Find out how much you remember of the 
book, win a prize and then see how the 
book translated into the movie. For teens 
and tweens. Katonah Village Library, 26 
Bedford Rd., Katonah. Book trivia game 
at 7 p.m. Movie at 7:30 p.m. Free. RSVP 
requested. Info and RSVP: 914-232-3508 
or email katref@wlsmail.org. 

Saturday, July 12
Pleasantville Farmers Market. Come 

experience the largest farmers market 
in Westchester, most celebrated in New 
York and 33rd in the entire United States 
by Farmland.org in 2013. This week, 
a health talk about antioxidants and 

phytochemicals. Get all the info on these 
food chemicals and how they can help 
promote health from Marina Stopler, the 
farmers market nutritionist. Memorial 
Plaza, Pleasantville. 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Children’s program from 9:30 to 11 a.m. 
Music from 10 a.m. to noon. Info: Visit: 
www.pleasantvillefarmersmarket.org.

Chappaqua Farmers Market. 
Chappaqua train station, Chappaqua. 
8:30 to 1 p.m. Info: Visit www.
chappaquafarmersmarket.org.

Practice PSAT. The PSAT allows 
students to compete for National Merit 
Scholarships. This practice PSAT will 
familiarize students with the test. Scores 
and an analysis will be e-mailed two 
weeks later. Bring a pencil and calculator, 
if desired. For students entering grades 10 
and 11. Chappaqua Public Library, 195 
S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 9:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. Free. Online registration 
only. Info and registration: Visit www.
chappaqualibrary.org. 

Worm Bin. Worms are a great way 
to compost your food waste indoors all 
year round. Learn to make your own 
worm bin by upcycling a disposable 
Styrofoam cooler. Greenburgh Nature 
Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 10 
a.m. Fee per bin: Members--$12. Non-
members--$15. Pre-registration required. 
(Closes one week prior to the event.) 
Info and pre-registration: Visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Frogs, Bugs and Animals. Join Jeff 
from Green Meadow Farms for hands-on 
fun with his large assortment of animals 
in petting boxes. For children of all ages. 
North Castle Public Library, 10 Clove Rd., 
North White Plains. 11 a.m. Free. Info: 914-
948-6359 or www.northcastlelibrary.org.

Summer Concert Series: Dynamite 
Di and Destruction. The Small Town 
Theatre Company presents the first of 
four outdoor concerts featuring this blues 
and swing group. Wampus Brook Park, 
Maple Avenue, Armonk. 8 p.m. Free. Info 
(including updates on inclement weather): 
Visit www.smalltowntheatre.com.

Sunday, July 13
Church Service. St. John’s Episcopal 

Church, 8 Sunnyside Ave., Pleasantville. 
8 and 10 a.m. Every Sunday in July and 
August. Info: 914-769-0053.

Teaching Trails: A Community Path 
for Environmental Education. Join 
guided trail experience through the 
woodland forest. Discover who left that 
track, which tree makes the best animal 
home or which plant makes its own 
heat to help melt through the late winter 
ice. Program runs about 30 minutes. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 11:30 a.m. Free. Meets 
every Sunday. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit 
www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.                          

The Art of Zero: Heinz Mack, Otto 
Piene, Günther Uecker & Friends. In the 

wake of devastation wrought by World 
War II, European artists who were part 
of the Zero movement, attempted to 
re-harmonize the relationship between 
humankind and nature, proclaiming the 
“zero hour” of postwar art. In the late 
1950s progressive artists developed a new 
visual language to create a “new art for a 
new age.” Using industrial materials and 
technology they explored light, kinetics and 
structure in a minimalist practice as they 
distanced themselves from Expressionism. 
Neuberger Museum of Art, 735 Anderson 
Hill Rd., Purchase. 12 to 5 p.m. $5. Seniors: 
$3. Exhibit continues though Sept. 28. 
(Open Tuesday through Saturday). Info:  
914-251-6100 or visit www.neuberger.org.

Polish-American Heritage Festival. 
Enjoy live music, traditional arts and crafts 
items and delicious foods and beverages. 
Kensico Dam Plaza, Valhalla. 12 to 6 p.m. 
Free. Info: 914-864-PARK or visit www.
parks.westchestergov.com.                             

Bear-Foot Story Time. Join a naturalist 
for this program, based on the popular 
Wild Encounters Story Time held weekly. 
This hour-long program includes a 
story, live animals and a nature activity. 
Recommended for children two to six 
years old. Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 
Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 2 p.m. Members: 
$5. Non-members: $8. Info: 914-723-3470 
or visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Hudson Stage Company’s The Home 
Show. Hudson Stage comes to its new 
artistic home, Whippoorwill Hall, as 
of this summer kicking off with its 
annual gala fundraising benefit feature a 
performance by award-winning Broadway 
diva Liz Callaway. Whippoorwill Hall, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 4:30 
p.m. $125. Immediately followed by a 
reception at Restaurant North, 386 Main 
St., Armonk. Info and reservations: 914-
271-2811 or visit www.hudsonstage.com.

Monday, July 14
Mother Goose Story Time. Listen to 

stories and participate in songs and finger 
plays. For children 18 months to four years 
old. North Castle Public Library, 10 Clove 
Rd., North White Plains. 10:30 a.m. Free. 
Also July 28. Info: 914-948-6359 or www.
northcastlelibrary.org.

Toddler Craft. Children work on 
developing fine motor skills making simple 
crafts. For children 18 months to four years 
old. North Castle Public Library, 10 Clove 
Rd., North White Plains. 11 a.m. Free. 
Also July 28. Info: 914-948-6359 or www.
northcastlelibrary.org.

Mommy and Toddler Yoga. A 
30-minute program introducing children 
to yoga. Poses are incorporated into games 
and songs, allowing playful exploration 
of yoga. For children one to four years 
old. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 11 a.m. 
Free. Mondays through Aug. 18. Info: 914-
273-3887. 

continued from page 20
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laying some small ball in the bottom of 
the third inning. Demi Pardalis led off by 
walking on four pitches and then reached 
third when 

ExaminerSports
By A.J. Martelli

Hudson Valley Renegades relief pitcher 
Isaac Gil had a whipped cream pie ready 
for teammate Hunter Lockwood at the 
end of their game against the Staten 
Island Yankees Saturday night. It was the 
perfect way to celebrate what had just 
happened.

In the bottom of the 10th inning, 
with the two teams still tied, Lockwood 
delivered a two-out, solo  home run – a 
spectacular shot over the left-field wall at 
Dutchess Stadium to give the Renegades 
a 4-3 victory, extend Hudson Valley’s 
win streak to seven in a row and send the 
sell-out crowd home happy.

“It’s a huge rush for me and I know 
it’s just a huge rush for the rest of my 
team,” Lockwood said moments after 
supplying his own fireworks before the 
scheduled post-game holiday fireworks. 
“Everybody has all the dog piles and stuff 
you see on TV, and it’s just a lot of fun 
to be able to go out and produce for our 
team and for our fans out here.”

Lockwood had already provided a 
game-winning homer for the Renegades 
early in the season, and he knows the 
team’s success in the late innings has 
been building since the start of the year.

“We’ve been playing good as a team, 
we trust everybody to get the job done, 
coming through in clutch situations, and 
that helps us stick together as a team and 
keep playing hard,” he said. “We’ve had a 
bunch of late walk-off wins; a bunch of 
games where we’ve held tight and came 
through late – it allows us to keep playing 
hard, and since we’ve done it in the past 
we know we can do it in the future.”

The dramatic homer was Lockwood’s 
team-leading fourth of the season, but 
more importantly gave Hudson Valley 
its fifth walk-off style victory of 2014 and 
fourth win in extra innings. Skipper Tim 
Parenton doesn’t mind playing in close 
games, given the results he’s seeing right 
now.

“The guys just never quit and they’ve 
done it all year,” he said. “Hunter 
Lockwood hit the ball hard a couple 
times tonight, but got one up in the air a 
little bit and it got out of here. It’s just a 
great win for the guys. They just believe 
in each other, and we just have a resilient 
group.”

The Gades’ resiliency was never more 
evident than in the top of the 10th inning 
when the Yankees loaded the bases with 
no outs and looked primed to break 
the 3-3 stalemate. But reliever Gerardo 
Reyes, who notched his first win of the 
year, pitched out of it, getting a line out to 
left, a pop out to short and a groundout 
to end any danger.

“We just hung in there,” Parenton said. 
“You sit there as a coach and say, ‘Put it 

in the zone and see if they can make the 
hit or we can make the play.’ We were 
able to get a couple pop-ups and the 
ground ball out.”

The Renegades took a 3-1 lead into the 
ninth inning after scoring single runs in 
the sixth, seventh and eighth innings. 
Jace Conrad had an RBI double in the 
sixth, while Clayton Henning added 
a run-scoring single in the seventh. 
Conrad scored the third run on a wild 
pitch in the eighth. 

But the Yankees, who got their first 
run in the eighth inning as Ty McFarland 
doubled in Jose Javier, were able to tie it 
in the top half of the ninth on RBI singles 
against Reyes by Nathan Mikolas and 
Javier.

Renegades starter D.J. Slaton did a fine 
job keeping the Staten Island bats silent. 
He tossed six innings of three-hit ball, 
striking out seven Yankees while yielding 
no walks. He wiggled his way out of 
trouble in the fifth inning, escaping a 
second-and-third, no-outs jam. 

“The biggest thing for me was getting 
ahead, finishing off batters when I had 
the chance and trying to keep a low pitch 
count,” he said. “For me, it’s fastball-
changeup, and when those two are 
rolling for me usually it’s a good night.” 

The 21-year-old Slaton, still seeking 
his first win of the season despite a 0.82 

ERA in 22 innings before Saturday’s 
start, knew the fifth inning was a big 
turning point.

“The fifth was a tough inning,” he 
said. “But the biggest thing was, you 
just have to get a quick out in the infield 
somewhere, and a strikeout, and go from 
there. Once you get those two outs, you 
don’t relax a little bit, but you look for 
that third out any way you can get it.”

Southpaw Ryan Pennell, a Rye Neck 
alum and Mamaroneck native, was 
solid in the role of the middle man. He 
threw two innings in relief of Slaton and 

allowed one run on just two hits. He 
walked two and struck out two. 

The Renegades, now 16-5 after beating 
the Yankees again Sunday on the road, are 
sitting atop the New York-Penn League’s 
McNamara Division with the best record 
in the league. With doubleheaders 
coming up on the schedule – and no days 
off until next Tuesday – Parenton plans 
on utilizing his entire roster to keep the 
victories coming.

“It’s going to be tough, but we’re going 
to rotate our lineup, put fresh guys in 
there,” he said, “and just keep playing 
and hopefully keep winning.”

Streaking Renegades Defeat Staten Island in Extra Innings
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Hudson Valley leadoff  batter Braxton Lee sends a 
pitch toward left field in Saturday night’s game at 
Dutchess Stadium.

Hudson Valley starting pitcher D.J. Slaton tossed 
six innings of  shutout baseball Saturday evening. Renegades shortstop Coty Blanchard goes 

airborne trying to catch an errant throw as Staten 
Island’s Jose Javier slides safely into second base.

Jace Conrad of  the Renegades is safe at second 
base as Jose Javier of  the Staten Island Yankees 
applies a late tag.

Casey Gillaspie, the 2014 first-round draft pick of  
the Tampa Bay Rays, takes a mighty swing during 
Saturday’s game vs. Staten Island.

Wilmer Dominguez of  the Hudson Valley 
Renegades gets back on his feet at second base 
during Saturday’s 4-3 win over Staten Island.

Renegades designated hitter Hunter Lockwood 
stands on second base after his eighth-inning 
double Saturday. Two innings later, he homered to 
win the game for Hudson Valley.
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SPORTS SCENE
Little League Baseball

Tuesday, July 1, 2014
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Joe Reich of  Pleasantville runs to third base in an 
8U Little League game at Soldiers and Sailors Field.

Left: Max Toporek pitches 
for the Bedford-Pound 
Ridge Lightning 9U team 
last week.

Bedford/Pound Ridge shortstop Tom Soleiman makes a tag at second base as 
teammate Ouoya Schnell looks on in last week’s game vs. Larchmont.

Mt. Kisco’s James Giokaris pitches during the 
final inning at Leonard Park last week.

B e d f o r d / P o u n d 
Ridge’s Cole Decker 
hits the ball up the 
middle vs. visiting 
Larchmont.

Focus on the
BABY BOMBERS

Staten Island starting pitcher Jordan Foley delivers to the 
plate this past weekend against the host Renegades.

Right: The Yankees’ Brady Steiger hits a fly ball to right field 
during Saturday’s game vs. Hudson Valley.

Right: Connor Spencer of  the Staten 
Island Yankees heads for third base 
in Saturday’s 4-3 loss at Dutchess 
Stadium.

Below: Daniel Lopez of  the Staten 
Island Yankees scores the tying run 
in the ninth inning as Hudson Valley 
catcher Wilmer Dominguez can’t hang 
onto the ball. The Renegades won 4-3 
in 10 innings.
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The Vikings’ Matt Minerva, still in middle school, 
competes in the sectional golf  championship at 
Fenway Golf  Club.

Chris Strnad delivers a pitch to the plate.

Above: Mark Kinnally scores a run in the Vikings’ 
home rout of  Westlake during the regular season.

Below: Alyssa Dolan pitches during a Vikings’ 
home game midway through the season.

Mary Kelly heads for the goal during a Vikings’ 
home game.

Layla Lockhart moves forward to send a shot on 
goal.

Jenna Saldi drives the ball to left field during the 
Section 1 title game.

Julianna Ursillo sets up the Vikings’ offensive 
attack.

Above: Vikings shortstop Brandi Coon tries to 
turn a double play in the sectional final.

Below: Michael DiMattia heads for the finish line 
in the 100.

Shortstop Sergio Osorio fields a late throw on a 
steal attempt at second base.

Above: Eva Jean Charles runs in the 400.

Right: Samantha Lanjewar competes in the 
hurdles.

VALHALLA
Spring 2014
A Look Back
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James Giokaris Pitches
for the Mt. Kisco Chiefs
in an 11-Under LL Game
Tuesday at Leonard Park

LITTLE ACE

Dream Kitchens & Baths

• CRAFT-MAID
• BIRCHCRAFT
• HOLIDAY
• CABICO 
• STONE
• QUARTZ
• CORIAN
• DECORATIVE     HARDWARE

164 Harris Road 
Bedford Hills
914.241.3046 
www.euphoriakitchens.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1965

HOURS: 
Tuesday - Friday 10:30am-5pm 
Saturday 11am-4pm 

GC Lic.#WC-16224-HO5

Complete Design and Installation Services


