
By Janine Bowen
Pleasantville residents voiced concern 

last week over the likelihood of wetlands 
disturbance on the site where Toll 
Brothers is proposing to build a 68-unit 
townhouse complex on Washington 
Avenue.

Attorney David Cooper, who 
represents the developer, said one-
tenth of an acre of the wetlands and 
wetlands buffer would be disturbed by 
the construction of the homes, about 
15 percent of the total wetlands on the 
property. 

Toll Brothers is currently seeking site 
plan approval for the project as well as a 
wetlands permit, which residents urged 
the board to deny. 

“What we’re very concerned about 
is the building that’s going on in and 
around this wetland and this disturbance 

that’s going to be caused,” said Helen 
Meurer, chair of Pleasantville’s 
Conservation Advisory Council during 
the public hearing which opened July 
9 on the project before the Planning 
Commission. “This is a small village with 
limited space. We need to stop covering 
it all in houses and tarmac.”

Meurer also said that a village 
ordinance states that work cannot be 
done within 50 feet of the wetlands. 

However, Susan Favate, of BFJ 
Planning, a consultant retained by the 
village, noted that the land is not part 
of a wetlands protection district, which 
means that work can be done but needs 
to be regulated. 

One of the proposed homes in the 
complex would be built in the wetland. 
Resident Lisa Brown requested that 

By Martin Wilbur
The North Castle Town Board last 

Wednesday terminated the contract of 
Michael Richardson, the municipality’s 
labor negotiator, two weeks after former 
supervisor Howard Arden revealed that 
he had spoken with Richardson regarding 
the town’s recent CSEA contract talks.

The board unanimously agreed to sever 
ties with Richardson after it confirmed 
that he had discussed issues related to the 
CSEA Unit I and II contract negotiations 
with Arden.

Supervisor Michael Schiliro said when 
Richardson was questioned about Arden’s 
claims, he acknowledged his conversation 
with the previous supervisor.

“In that job … there’s an expected level 
of confidentiality,” Schiliro said after last 
week’s meeting. “I can’t go into what was 
discussed, but the fact that there was a 
discussion outside of anything personal 

between the two, the conversation should 
have never occurred in the first place.”

At the town board’s June 25 meeting, 
where a new five-year contract with the 
CSEA was approved retroactive to Jan. 1, 
2012, Arden was one of several residents 
who criticized the board’s handling of 
the negotiations and failure to more 
effectively inform the public about the 
contract’s key provisions.

Arden, who sought to find a resolution 
with the CSEA on the stalled negotiations 
during his two years in office, said he 
had talked with Richardson recently and 
claimed that current officials had forced 
him out of the process.

Last week, Arden stood by his version 
of the story, saying that Richardson 
was no longer working on behalf of 
the town on the negotiations because 
Town Administrator Joan Goldberg was 
doing much of the work. He contended 

that Richardson didn’t breach any 
confidentiality because he had been out 
of the loop.

“He had quit because Joan was really 
handling the negotiations without 
consulting him at all,” Arden said.

Attempts by The Examiner to reach 
Richardson last week were unsuccessful.

Schiliro and Goldberg immediately 
denied Arden’s allegation. Goldberg had 
said following the June 25 meeting that 
Richardson negotiated with both units 
and he remained under contract with the 
town through 2016.

Last week she said town invoices 
showed the municipality had paid 
Richardson as recently as June 18 for 
services rendered on behalf of the town. 
The June 18 payment was for work related 
to the town’s negotiations with both 
bargaining units on June 9, and a May 21 

By Martin Wilbur
The scoping document for the 60-unit 

condominium complex proposed for the 
Legionaries property in New Castle was 
unanimously approved last week despite 
pleas from neighbors that the town board 
drop consideration of the requested 
rezone.

Residents near the 96-acre property 
on Route 128 questioned how the board 
could allow the application, now called 
Rosehill, to move forward despite heavy 
criticisms last month from the town’s 
planning board that multifamily housing 
at that location would be grossly out of 
sync with current zoning. Applicant 
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Environmental Issues Dog Toll Bros. P’ville Proposal
the Planning Commission honor the 
ordinance and prevent construction of 
that unit in that location. 

In addition to the construction of 
buildings, the stormwater mitigation 
plan presented by Toll Brothers would 
also affect the wetlands, with 60 feet of 
water main pipe running through the 
area. There are also several retaining walls 
proposed within the buffer. 

“The wetlands themselves, their main 
purposes, at least in terms of the point of 
view of the Village of Pleasantville, is to 

absorb and slow down stormwater, and 
if they have this major disruption of the 
wetlands … it may move the flooding 
problem from where it is right now,” said 
resident Matt Brennesholtz.

Cooper noted that one of the purposes 
of the wetlands is flood mitigation and 
sediment trapping, an issue which the 
developer would improve.

He said the concerns voiced by residents 
are valid but were addressed during the 
SEQRA review, which stated that the 
disturbance of the area doesn’t present a 

significant adverse impact. Cooper added 
that a study also revealed that there are 
no endangered or rare species, although 
many still considered the disturbance of 
the ecosystem undesirable. 

“It may not be a habitat for a rare 
species, but it’s a rare habitat for the village 
and there’s value to maintaining it for 
the village,” said Planning Commission 
member David Keller.

Keller said that the previously 
completed ecological assessment fails to 
describe the types of wildlife in the area, 
except to say the wildlife isn’t rare. 

In addition to objections from residents 
regarding wetlands, commission 
members voiced concern with several 
other aspects of Toll Brothers’ proposal. 
Joseph Potenza raised the issue of 
whether there would be adequate 
lighting for the complex, saying that the 
three proposed streetlights would be 
insufficient. 

The commission noted that it may be 
dangerous to rely on ambient light along 
the roads, because many people turn off 
their outdoor lights after they have gone 
to sleep.

Favate said the issue of ambient light 
late at night may not be a problem, as 
many people aren’t in the street at that 
hour. But Keller countered that he was 
concerned about late-night dog walkers 
who might be difficult to see by drivers. 

The developers’ representatives said 
they don’t necessarily want to include 
more lighting fixtures throughout the 
property, but would be willing to make 
additions if the board felt it was needed. 

The commission also revisited the 
issue of a sidewalk on the property, 
which was discussed in depth at a recent 
joint meeting with the village board. 
Toll Brothers presented a meandering 
walkway that would span for 1,500 of 
the 1,700 square feet of the complex’s 
frontage. They proposed using grass, as 
opposed to mulch or other materials, 
which could be washed away in heavy 
rain and result in debris clogging the 
county collection system. 

“If we put a path there with debris-
causing material, the DPW is going to 
object…so what we’re trying to do is 
get a pedestrian refuge, something that 
people can walk along, that the county 
will be okay with,” Cooper said. 

Commission members stated that was 
an improvement over the previous plans, 
but requested that the developer re-
examine the property’s grading to see if a 
path that would span the entire length of 
the frontage could be created. 

The hearing will reconvene at the 
Planning Commission’s next meeting 
July 23. 
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payment release to him was for work on 
May 11, May 15 and May 19, Goldberg 
said.

There had also been at least one 
payment a month this year going back 
to January. The contract with Richardson 
paid him on an hourly basis.

Board members will discuss how they 
should go about replacing Richardson, 
Schiliro said. 

The town has been trying to negotiate a 
new contract with the Police Benevolent 
Association, without a deal since the 
end of 2010, he said. Library staff are 

also working under an expired contract. 
Schiliro said that until a replacement is 
found, Goldberg will take the lead on the 
negotiations.

North White Plains resident Ed 
Lobermann urged town officials at the 
board’s July 9 meeting to seek out the best 
labor attorney they can find. Richardson 
was not a lawyer.

Although Richardson had his detractors 
for his hard-nosed tactics, Schiliro said 
that he had many attributes, including his 
“economic approach” to negotiating the 
town’s contracts in changing times.

No. Castle Fires Labor Negotiator for Breach 
of Confidentiality
continued from page 1
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By Martin Wilbur
The Town of North Castle will completely 

rebuild the Wampus Brook Park gazebo 
in Armonk nearly identically to the one 
that had stood for 47 years before its roof 
collapsed last month.

Town officials said Wednesday that the 
only changes to the new structure would be 
the addition of a sound system, improved 
lighting and upgraded electricity. The 
gazebo had been used for summer concerts 
in the park, the town’s Frosty Day to kick 
off the holiday season, and the Cider and 
Donut Festival in September, among other 
events.

Town Administrator Joan Goldberg said 

a group will soon be formed to oversee 
the work consisting of herself, Recreation 
Supervisor Matt Trainor, a town board 
member, a member of the Parks and 
Recreation Advisory Board, Conservation 
Board Chairman John Fava, and possibly a 
representative of the Architectural Review 
Board and the town engineer.

“Their goal is to put the gazebo 
back exactly the way it was with a few 
modifications,” said Goldberg. “We’d like to 
put in a sound system. We’d like to upgrade 
the lighting so that the performances there 
are better served by the gazebo.” 

It was discovered that the original 
structure could not be repaired after an 

inspection revealed too much damage 
was caused by the June 25 roof collapse. 
Originally, the gazebo was to be repaired 
because its floor was unstable. Then 
the contractor retained to do the work 
discovered that the structural supports 
were in poor condition.

Although it will have to be replaced, the 
town received good news when it was told 
that its insurance carrier, the New York 
Municipal Insurance Reciprocal (NYMIR), 
would pick up nearly the entire cost of the 
rebuild, Goldberg said. It is estimated that 
the project will cost between $125,000 
and $150,000, she said, with the town 
responsible only for the $5,000 deductible.

It is anticipated that rebuilding the 
gazebo will take about a month, although 
the town would have to issue a building 
permit to do the work, Goldberg said. A 
wetlands permit will also likely have to be 
obtained because it’s in a state wetlands, 
she said. No other approvals are needed. It 
is hoped that the work could be completed 
in the fall.

Insurance coverage also will pay for 
the temporary stage so The Small Town 
Theatre Company will be able to hold its 
scheduled concert series that began last 
Saturday night at Wampus Brook Park at 8 
p.m. Goldberg said an agreement has been 
worked out with the Town of Greenburgh 
to bring in its “showmobile” for each of 
the four concerts that continue every 

other Saturday evening through Aug. 23. 
The stage will cost about $1,000 for each 
concert.

The town has also been helped when the 
plans for the classic late 19th century-style 
gazebo were uncovered, which will assist 
the architect recreate the original. 

“We have it, we know what it looks like,” 
said North Castle Supervisor Michael 
Schiliro.

Armonk resident Ed Woodyard, a Frosty 
Day organizer who helped to locate the 
original gazebo’s plans, said he was pleased 
that the park will get its gazebo back.

“This was a community coming 
together to do something absolutely great 
and monumental for the community,” 
Woodyard said. “This happened 47 years 
ago, it’ll happen again this time. I’m really 
glad to see that.”

Five-year-old Bianca received her diploma 
from teacher Terry Scomillio at Saw Mill 
Preschool’s graduation ceremony held in 
May. The preschool program is designed to 
encourage children’s natural love of  learning 
in an environment where they feel comfortable, 
confident and secure. Saw Mill Preschool’s 
dedicated teachers ensure children have 
joyful and meaningful learning experiences 
that lead to success in school and in life. Saw 
Mill Preschool also offers many exciting after 
school enrichment opportunities. For more 
information, contact Nicole Weiss at 914-733-
4038 or email nweiss@sawmillclub.com.

The gazebo at Wampus Brook Park in Armonk. Its 
roof  collapsed June 25.
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Soder Real Estate Equities of Montclair, 
N.J. needs a multifamily zoning 
designation instead of the current single-
family zone in order to build the project.

For an hour during the public 
comments portion of the meeting, 
neighbors in the vicinity of Tripp Street 
and Route 128 continued to call the 
request spot zoning and also blasted 
officials for failing to post the full 45-page 
document online before last Tuesday, the 

same day as the meeting.
A few speakers who live in the area 

suggested that officials were being too 
deferential to Stephen Oder of Soder Real 
Estate and his attorney David Steinmetz. 
Oder and Steinmetz did not attend last 
week’s meeting, fueling speculation that 
approval of the scoping document was a 
done deal.

“You could stand up today and say 
we are not going to entertain a zoning 
change as recommended by our planning 

board, our advisory board that we rely 
upon, that we are not going to entertain a 
zoning change at this point in time,” said 
resident Sharon Greene. “You do that and 
I guarantee you that Mr. Oder and Mr. 
Steinmetz would say, ‘Okay, let’s go back 
to the drawing board.’”

Tripp Street resident Jeff Goldstein 
took Supervisor Robert Greenstein and 
council members Lisa Katz and Adam 
Brodsky to task for what appeared to 
him as reneging on a crucial campaign 
promise that helped the trio sweep into 
office last year. 

“The three of you, board members 
Greenstein, Katz and Brodsky, ran on 
plan before development,” Goldstein 
said. “You’re not in office seven months 
and you’re doing the exact opposite of 
that.”

Board members tried to assure 
residents that their vote on the scoping 
document is not an approval of the 
project but only starts what promises to 
be at least a yearlong process to determine 
whether the applicant can clear the many 
environmental hurdles associated with 
the site.

“We are nowhere near approving or 
denying this project,” said Councilwoman 
Lisa Katz. “I stand by what I said, I do 
believe in planning and I think that our 
voting tonight on the scoping document 
does not necessarily fly in the face of 

what the planning board has said because 
the Master Plan process is still ongoing.”

About a month ago, planning board 
members were highly skeptical of 
the Rosehill proposal, saying that the 
developer had failed to make the case 
why two-acre residential zoning should 
be supplanted by multifamily in an 
environmentally sensitive area.

Another Tripp Street resident, Jodi 
Buren, said that she is unable to run the 
shower and flush the toilet at the same 
time because of water issues in the area. 
There are also drainage problems near 
the site which causes icy conditions 
in winter, plus there would likely be 
disturbances that are bound to occur 
should the project be built.

“I cannot begin to imagine the light, 
the traffic, the noise, the tennis courts, the 
theater. There are so many things to this 
that are incongruous with a residential 
neighborhood to me,” Buren said.

But Greenstein and other board 
members repeated that refusing to kill 
the project now has no bearing on what 
their final decision will be.

“We hear what you’re saying,” he 
said. “We understand your concerns. 
We’re trying to balance a lot of different 
interests. It doesn’t mean we’re not 
listening to you, it doesn’t mean we don’t 
care about what you’re saying.”

New Castle Approves Scoping Document for Legionaries Site Proposal
continued from page 1
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WeeZee Partners With Local Libraries 
for  ‘Read for Rewards’ Program

WeeZee – The Science of Play, an 
18,000-square-foot sensory play, fitness 
and learning facility for children in 
Chappaqua, has partnered with local 
libraries throughout Westchester to offer 
fun prizes to children who sign up for 
their library’s summer reading program.  

“Studies show that children can forget 
up to two months of curriculum over the 
summer without reading,” said WeeZee 
founder Louise Weadock. “Our goal is 
to motivate more children and parents to 
become involved in their library’s reading 
program and to help them to keep up 
with their reading over the dog days of 
summer.” 

The libraries partnering in the “WeeZee 

Read for Rewards” program include 
Briarcliff Public Library, Chappaqua 
Public Library, Katonah Village Public 
Library, Lewisboro Library, Mount 
Kisco Public Library, North Castle 
Public Library, North White Plains 
Public Library, Ossining Public Library, 
Scarsdale Public Library and the Warner 
Library (Tarrytown/ Sleepy Hollow).

Prizes aim to complement each library’s 
summer reading program. Participating 
libraries have been provided with 
giveaways.

WeeZee –The Science of Play is located 
at 480 N. Bedford Rd. (Chappaqua 
Crossing) in Chappaqua. 
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By Martin Wilbur
One of the opponents of the suddenly 

stalled Chappaqua affordable housing 
project last week urged the New Castle 
Town Board to explore the town-owned 
property on Washington Avenue as a 
possible alternative site.

William Spade, a resident and local 
architect, appealed to officials to 
consider the parcel less than a week after 
the state Board of Review rejected all but 
one of Conifer Realty’s fire code variance 
requests to build Chappaqua Station, 
a building with 28 affordable units on 
Hunts Place in downtown Chappaqua. 

The Washington Avenue land is where 
the skate park that was shared by the 
town and the Village of Pleasantville was 
located.

Spade said there’s “a great racial and 
economic imbalance” in town that is 
out of step with the region, caused at 
least in part by the lack of affordable and 
multifamily housing. He said statistics 
show that New Castle is about 90 percent 
white, roughly 2.5 percent Hispanic and 
less than 2 percent African-American.

“We live in a community that’s way 
out of line with our broader region, and 
we need to start finding ways to address 
that,” Spade told the board at its July 8 
meeting. “There’s an imbalance that 
shouldn’t be so extreme.”

Along with a racial imbalance, it is 

also forcing young adults between the 
ages of 25 and 35 to leave or avoid the 
area because it is too expensive, he said.

He asked the board to consider to 
employing a strategy to educate the 
public since there has been pushback 
against affordable and multifamily 
housing in New Castle.

“I would like the town board to find 
ways to education the community about 
affordable housing and the benefits of 
affordable housing and the benefits of 
a more diverse community and more 
diverse housing,” Spade said.

In addition to the Washington Avenue 
site, Spade mentioned that the First 
Congregational Church of Chappaqua is 
also exploring a potential proposal that 
would see the church sell a portion of its 
acreage to a developer who would build 
50 units for senior affordable housing. 
Spade is a trustee at the church.

No formal submission has been made 
to the town by the First Congregational 
Church.

New Castle officials said last week that 
the Washington Avenue land is part of a 
survey and feasibility study that the town 
board approved funding for earlier this 
year. The survey and study will help the 
board determine the precise boundaries 
of the land and assess what could be 
done.

Councilman Jason Chapin, who 

previously served on the town board 
from 2000 to 2003 when the property 
was first considered as a potential 
affordable housing site, said there were 
some obstacles that were raised then, 
such as the existence of wetlands and 
the need at the time for more commuter 
parking.

There was never a serious proposal put 
forth at that time, Chapin said, adding 
that perhaps those obstacles are no 
longer a factor but there could be new 
hurdles to clear.

He said he agreed with Spade that 
the town should be exploring possible 
locations for affordable housing.

“Unfortunately, we don’t have any 
perfect sites, but I do agree with you, 
we need to pursue the sites that have 
potential,” Chapin said.

Supervisor Robert Greenstein said 
he hopes the survey and study, which 
includes the town hall property on South 
Greeley Avenue, will be completed in 
the fall. It also takes in parking lots and 
Recreation Field.

Conifer Realty has expressed no 
interest in the Washington Avenue 
site to date. Following the Board of 
Review’s July 2 decision, Conifer’s 
attorney, Randall McLaughlin said his 
client would address the safety issues at 
the currently proposed site in hopes of 
making it work.

Chap Crossing Public Hearings Next 
Week

Last week the town board agreed to 
schedule two concurrent public hearings 
for its next meeting on Tuesday, July 22 
to accommodate Chappaqua Crossing. 

One hearing will be related to 
proposed amendments to New Castle’s 
1989 Master Plan while the other is to 
pass a local law to amend the town’s 
zoning code to change the boundaries 
of the multifamily planned development 
zone.

The meeting will be held at Town Hall. 
The public can check the town’s website 
starting on Friday for the meeting 
agenda and start time.
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By Janine Bowen
You wouldn’t want to have a young child 

play basketball on a regulation 10-foot-
high hoop, so why have them play tennis 
on a court that was designed for adults? 

That’s the philosophy the Pleasantville 
Tennis Club adopted when they decided to 
build a “tot court” designed for players age 
10 and under. 

One of the biggest challenges currently 
facing U.S. tennis is getting younger 
players involved in the sport, and the 
club’s representatives hope the new court 
does just that, said Marielise Watts, a 
Pleasantville Tennis Club board member.

“We’ve now got a great facility for 
the children of our community to get 
introduced to tennis in a fun and positive 
way,” Watts said. “When kids start early, 
they build skills, sportsmanship and 
camaraderie that lead to tennis becoming 
a lifelong sport.”  

The court opened last week and is 
scaled down to accommodate children, 
measuring 38 feet by 18 feet as opposed 
to adult singles courts, which are typically 
78 feet by 27 feet. Also, the net is lower to 
the ground and the balls are lighter and 
don’t bounce as high, making it easier for 
children to make contact. 

“It’s about developing a love of tennis. 
It’s more about developing the hand-eye 
coordination … and we have to make it 
fun,” said Bob Bull, tennis director at the 

Saw Mill Club in Mount Kisco. 
The Saw Mill Club and Pleasantville 

Tennis Club have partnered together 
for the past three summers, with Saw 
Mill running the summer camps at the 
Pleasantville facility, providing lessons and 
supplying the tennis professionals. 

Last summer more than 100 
nonmember children participated in 
summer programs, in addition to the 
roughly 100 kids who play at the club 
regularly. These programs give the children 
the opportunity to improve their skills and 
to play and socialize with kids from other 
school districts, youngsters they might 
play against at the high school varsity level. 

Watts noted that the impact of having 
young children playing tennis is already 
reflected in the Pleasantville High School 
varsity team’s success, having won several 
league championships in recent years and 
attracting nearly 30 players this season. 

Harrison Wayleo, 14, who has been 
playing tennis for five years, said one 
of the reasons he’s attracted to tennis is 
because it allows him to be active without 
the intensity of sports such as baseball or 
football. It’s also easier to find competition 
recreationally because you only need one 
other player, Watts said. 

Many of the younger players expressed 
excitement last week about the new court, 
believing that it will get more children 
interested in the sport and hopefully 
encourage them to keep playing.

“I think it will get kids to love tennis,” 
said 14-year-old Gabe Healey. 

Watts said her 10-year-old daughter, 
Mallory, recently played in her first 
competitive match on the smaller court. 
Even though she lost, Mallory was excited 
to return to the court and improve. 

Although there are other Westchester 
tennis clubs that accommodate younger 
players, the Pleasantville Tennis Club is 
currently the only one with a kids court. 
Most other facilities have faint markings 
within the adult courts to delineate 
the smaller playing surface and utilize 
temporary and removable lower nets.

Growing up in the 1970s, Watts said she 
remembers her family being placed on a 
wait list to join the tennis club because it 
was so popular. She recalled children and 
families walking over to the courts to play 
for a few hours before going home.

Although the club is not as popular 
today, it does attract members from several 
neighboring communities and Manhattan. 
New members are welcome, and the 
Pleasantville Tennis Club plans to offer 
summer specials on memberships. For 
those who may not want a full membership 
but want to expose their kids to the sport, 
camps run every week throughout the 
summer. Tot Camp for ages 4 to 8 runs 9 to 
11 a.m., and junior camp for ages 8 and up 
runs from 11 to 3 p.m.

Anyone interested in joining or getting 
more information can contact info@
pleasantvilletennisclub.com. 

JANINE BOWEN PHOTO
The new 10-and-under court at Pleasantville 
Tennis Club.

P’ville Tennis Club Introduces ‘Tot Court’ to Attract Kids to the Sport

Fun, individual 
sessions for kids 6 
and up. No musical 
background necessary!

() -
lkbeach@gmail.com

Louise Beach
AWARD-WINNING 
COMPOSER

Write Music!
At the piano…
or the computer

 OPEN HOUSE
         Monday, July 21, 2014 • 9 a.m.  to 6 p.m. 

 Holiday Inn, One Holiday Inn Drive • Mt. Kisco, NY 10549

 BUS ATTENDANTS
$11.72 hr.

WANTEDH H H H H H H H

WE Transport/Towne Bus Corp. is now interviewing for 
VAN DRIVERS and BUS ATTENDANTS for September start-up in its Bedford Yard 

for the BEDFORD CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT.
Drivers must be at least 21 and have a valid, clean driver's license and driving  

experience for three years, CDL or a BPS permit is a plus.
FREE TRAINING for TRAINEES

Candidates must pass a drug test and background check
If you are unable to attend this Open House, you may fill out an application at  

www.wetransport.com. WE Transport/Towne Bus is an Equal Opportunity Employer

 VAN DRIVERS
$15.23 hr.  (effective 9/1/14) (effective 9/1/14)

tappanzgallery.com 
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3rd Annual Hole-in-One
Contest and Raffle

Prizes
$1,000 Hole-in-One
$100 Closest to the Pin, $50 for 2nd and 3rd Closest to the Pin
Raffle Prizes too!
When: Saturday, July 26, 2014 10 AM to 4 PM
(Rain date: Sunday July 27 starting at 11 AM)

Where: Parkway Field, Marble Avenue, Pleasantville, NY
 
 
 
Cost: - $10 for 5 balls and 5 raffle tickets
                  - $20 for 12 balls and 12 raffle tickets

Proceeds to Benefit Local Charities
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SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

BF 
BEECHER FLOOKS FUNERAL HOME, INC. 
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                         Proprietor              Licensed Funeral Director                             
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Personal and Complete Funeral Service 
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Obituaries
Frances Cardi

Frances Cardi, a resident of 
Pleasantville, died peacefully at 
Northern Westchester Hospital July 12 
after a short illness. 

She was 89.
Frances was born March 26, 1925, 

to Louis and Francesca Marciante in 
Mount Vernon. After graduating from 
A.B. Davis High School in 1943, she 
worked at the family grocery store for 
several years. Frances met the love of 
her life, Ralph Cardi, in the early 1950s 
and they were married on June 9, 1957. 
Together they made a wonderful life 
for themselves and their two sons. She 
also worked many years at New York 
Telephone.

She is survived by her husband of 57 
years, Ralph Cardi, and her sons, Paul 
and John. Our loss is Heaven’s gain.

Family will honor the life of Frances 
on Wednesday, July 16 from 2 to 4 p.m. 
and 7 to 9 p.m. at Yannantuono Funeral 
Home, 584 Gramatan Ave. in Mount 
Vernon.

A Mass of Christian burial will be 

held on Thursday, July 17 at Holy 
Innocents Church in Pleasantville at 11 
a.m. Interment will follow at All Souls 
Cemetery.

205 Spring Hill Road, Trumbull, CT 06611 • 203.261.2548
www.trumbullprinting.com

Newspapers • Publications • Shoppers • Catalogs • Magazines
Directories • Coupon Books • College Course Catalogs

Business and Financial Periodicals
Free Standing Inserts • Advertising Supplements

Lillian Smilkstein
Lillian Smilkstein, a longtime resident 

of Mount Kisco, passed away on July 7.  
She was 96.  
Smilkstein was born on Aug. 22, 1917, 

to Samuel and Eva Garber in Brooklyn. 
She earned a bachelor’s degree in 1938 
from Hunter College in New York City.  

In 1947, she married the love of her 
life, Jerry Smilkstein, who along with 
his father and five brothers, owned and 
operated Smilkstein’s department store 
in Mount Kisco for nearly 75 years. The 
couple was married for 37 years until 
his passing in 1984. Smilkstein was also 
predeceased by her sister, Cecilia Rolnick, 
and brother Herman Garber.  

She is survived by her three sons, Stanley 
and his wife, Heidi, Jeffrey and his wife, 
Diane, and Edward and his wife, Gail; 
her grandchildren, Michael (Veronica) 
and Sharon Smilkstein-Figueroa (Felix 
Jr.), James and Lisa Kulins (Andrew) and 
Matthew; and her great-grandchildren, 
Leah Figueroa, Caitlin and Kylee Kulins 
and Mikaela Smilkstein.

Smilkstein was a longtime member 
of Bet Torah in Mount Kisco and also 
worked as a legal secretary at Anderson, 
Banks & Schwam in Mount Kisco. 

She will be remembered for her 

kindness and consideration to everyone 
who knew her, and especially for her 
love of family and friends. She was a 
lovely person and a devoted wife, mother, 
grandmother and great-grandmother.

Services followed by interment were 
held at King David Cemetery in Shrub 
Oak on July 8 attended by many family 
and friends, who will always remember 
Lillian with pleasant memories.

Business Unit Head: 
North White Plains, NY.  

Manage landscaping business 
incl fin'l performance, contracts, 

operations, safety-regulation 
compliance, & customer-rela-
tions. Req: 5 yrs exp in job or 
as landscape mgr or landscape 

contracts mgr. Resumes to: 
Michael Bellantoni, 

Michael Bellantoni, Inc., 
121 Lafayette Ave, N. 

White Plains, NY 10603.
 

HELP WANTED
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No. Castle Urges County to Honor Miller House Repair Commitment
By Martin Wilbur

The North Castle Town Board will 
ask Westchester County to repair the 
deteriorated Elijah Miller House and 
keep the landmark in its original North 
White Plains location rather than move 
it to an alternate site.

Supervisor Michael Schiliro said the 
board plans to approve a resolution at 
its July 23 meeting to formally make 
the request after members of the Elijah 
Miller House Committee made a 
presentation at last Wednesday’s work 
session pleading with town officials 
and county Legislator Michael Smith to 
quickly make the required renovations.

The town-appointed committee and 
the Friends of Elijah Miller House/
Washington Headquarters, a separate 
organization dedicated to raising funds 
for programs at the house, have both 
recommended keeping the historic home 
on Virginia Road, where it’s been since 
Miller’s father built it in 1738. The house 
served as the headquarters for George 
Washington and his generals during the 
Battle of White Plains in October 1776 
during the Revolutionary War.

Since 1917, the county has owned 
the property. In 1994 it entered into 
an agreement with the state attorney 
general’s office to insure maintenance 
of the site. For nearly a decade, there 
have been discussions about repairing 

and possibly moving the house but no 
permanent solution has been found.

Committee members last week 
charged that the county has been in 
violation of that agreement by failing to 
maintain the property.

“The Elijah Miller House has literally 
been talked to death,” said committee 
member Sharon Tomback.”It is time, it is 
time to step forward and live up to the 
responsibility and repair it.”

However, the request to have it repaired 
in place may not be easy. Smith told 
the board and the committee last week 
that county officials oppose spending 
significant money to maintain the house 

on such a difficult site. 
The adjacent property 
is a concrete plant and 
traffic in the area is also 
problematic, he said.

“Right now, as things 
currently stand, the 
county has no interest 
in really putting any 
substantial investment 
into the current site,” 
Smith said.

Smith mentioned 
that last year the 
county looked more 
favorably at an idea 
for the house to be 
moved to a portion of  

Fountain Park in North White Plains. 
The Board of Legislators had approved 
$1.2 million to move and repair the 
structure. In 2010, Kensico Dam was also 
considered but that was later deemed to 
be unsuitable.

Schiliro said some members of last 
year’s town board and the committee 
were not part of the decision-making 
process. Meanwhile, the committee and 
the Friends both concluded it should 
stay where it is, he said.

He asked Smith why the county 
wouldn’t choose to do at least minimum 
repairs, which would be far less expensive 
than the original $1.2 million.

“Let’s move forward repairing it where 
it is and if something happens in the 
next 10 or 20 or 30 years that is a (good) 
place to move it, that’s fine, but let’s get it 
repaired now,” Schiliro said.

John Diaconis, the Friends’ treasurer, 
said the reason the group opposed 
relocation to Fountain Park is because 
it is town-owned property the cost of 
maintenance of the structure would have 
fallen to the town.

Friends President Ed Woodyard said 
there is real urgency to find a solution 
because of the house’s precarious 
condition. The roof has been covered 
with a blue tarp and several thousand 
local schoolchildren who used to visit 
each year have not been allowed in for 
more than a decade.

“This is a building that represents 
a defining battle in the Revolutionary 
War,” Woodyard said. “The Battle of 
White Plains marked the end of any kind 
of northern progression by the British 
into New England. This is a big moment 
in our nation’s history.”

Smith said he agreed that the situation 
calls for swift action and will take the 
town’s request back to White Plains.

“I think the time to do something is 
now,” he said. “We’ve been talking about 
this for a long time and I ‘d like to see a 
solution either in one form or another.”

20

For Booth/Volunteer 
Information, Contact Us At:
914.289.0500
914.630.1829
hispanicheritageday2014@gmail.com

A l i a n z a  L a t i n a

www.hispanicheritageday.com

To attend the festival, ride the
Harlem Line to Valhalla Station.

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

What's hot this week at Somers Custom Framing?














Offi cial Pace College Sports Sponsor

• Gold
• Platinum
• Diamonds
• Silver

• Watch Bands
• Customer
   Orders
• All Repairs

WE BUY GOLD AND SILVERWE BUY GOLD AND DIAMONDS














Offi cial Pace College Sports Sponsor

• Gold
• Platinum
• Diamonds
• Silver

• Watch Bands
• Customer
   Orders
• All Repairs

WE BUY GOLD AND SILVER














Offi cial Pace College Sports Sponsor

• Gold
• Platinum
• Diamonds
• Silver

• Watch Bands
• Customer
   Orders
• All Repairs

WE BUY GOLD AND SILVER

Alex and Ani is now at Twin Jewelers

Official Pace University Sports Sponsor

• Custom 
 Orders

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO
Town and county officials are trying to figure out how to save the 
276-year-old Elijah Miller House in North White Plains. It served as 
George Washington’s headquarters during the Battle of  White Plains in 
1776.



July 15 - July 21, 2014 The Examiner10

Pleasantville Police Department

July 6: Report of a disturbance at a 
Marble Avenue residence at 4:57 a.m. 
The responding officer stated that the 
incident was a boyfriend-girlfriend 
dispute.

July 7: At 10:45 a.m., a 2012 Acura 
parked on Hopper Street was reported 
having accumulated various tickets on 
the windshield without being moved. 
After a check of the VIN number, the 
Yonkers Police Department confirmed 
the vehicle had been stolen. Police made 

contact with the owner who is away and 
will retrieve the car on July 14. The car 
was towed to the village garage for safe 
keeping until then.

July 7: A Manville Lane resident 
reported a burglary at the residence at 
4:18 p.m. An undetermined amount of 
jewelry was taken; however, the victim 
had not yet submitted an itemized list to 
police.

July 10: A 17-year-old Pleasantville 
male was arrested at 10:02 a.m. and 
charged with larceny after taking $50 in 
pool funds from the village swimming 

pool facility on Lake Street.

North Castle Police Department

July 4: Report of harassment at a 
business at the shopping center at 575 
Main St. in Armonk at 1:41 p.m. The 
complainant stated that a patron struck 
a female employee. The caller was 
advised that the victim needs to file the 
complaint.

July 4: A Woodcrest Drive resident 
reported at 10:57 p.m. that there is 
debris from fireworks that has littered 

more than half of his property and 
the cul-de-sac. The responding officer 
confirmed there was fireworks debris 
but was unable to determine the source. 
The area will continued to be monitored.

July 6: A caller reported at 10:26 p.m. 
that his daughter requests an officer 
to assist her in obtaining personal 
belongings from her friend’s residence 
on Intervale Avenue to avoid a 
confrontation with her friend’s brother. 
Two officers responded and assisted the 
party without incident.

July 7: A Maryland Avenue resident 
reported at 9:26 a.m. that her vehicle’s 
window had been broken sometime 
overnight. The responding officers 
obtained a witness deposition from the 
complainant.

July 7: A party reported at 
headquarters to report at 11:52 a.m. 
that his vehicle was struck while parked 
in a lot on Main Street. The vehicle is in 
an auto body shop with estimated repair 
costs at between $40,000 and $50,000. 
The report was filed with police for 
insurance purposes.

July 8: Complainant reported that 
a group of bicyclists screamed at and 
threw objects at a woman driver on 
Route 22 at 10:12 a.m. The responding 
officer visited the complainant’s 
workplace to speak with her about the 
incident.

Police Blotter
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High Bids for Chlorine Booster Frustrates P’ville Officials Pleasantville  Awards 
Rec Center Bid; 
Facility to Open Later 
This Year

Castle Tree Nursery
Wholesale Nursery & Stone Supply

(914) 218- 3400
442 Armonk Road

Mount Kisco, NY 10549
www.castletreenursery.com

Specimen Quality Trees and Shrubs
EVERGREENS • ORNAMENTALS • FLOWERING & SHADE TREES 

TOPSOIL • MULCHES • GRAVEL • SAND • FIELDSTONE 
NYS FLAGSTONE & GLACIER BLUE TREADS

VENEER • STONE • STEPPING STONE 
DRAINAGE & BAG PRODUCTS

NOW OPEN

R .
MKMG’s Pediatric Department is here...
for you and your family.
Contact us today. BRIARCLIFF MANOR:

914-941-2129
CARMEL:
845-278-6626
FISHKILL:
845-896-8370

KATONAH:
914-232-3135
MOUNT KISCO:
914-242-1580
PATTERSON:
845-279-2323

POUGHKEEPSIE:
845-471-3111

SOMERS:
914-277-4448

YORKTOWN:
914-962-8989www.mkmg.com

PK-0000132725

By Sam Barron
Pleasantville’s attempts to install a 

chlorine booster station at a reasonable 
price are not going as well as planned. 

Officials revealed last week that the low 
bid for the mandated project came in at 
$327,000, higher than the $250,000 the 
village anticipated. The chlorine booster 
was bonded for $305,000 last year, though 
$87,000 has already been spent on the 
project. 

“We’re struggling with that,” Mayor 
Peter Scherer said. “The chlorine project 
has been frustrating. We don’t have the 
option to say no. We’re going to go back 
and figure it out.”

The village has been manually adding 
chlorine to water at its filtration plant 
that it shares with New Castle, although 
county Department of Health regulations 
no longer allow that to be done. The rising 
cost of steel was blamed for the high bids.

“We have to buy quite a bit of 
equipment,” Scherer said. 

Trustees said they are continuing to 
examine the issue and are looking to 
see if there are ways they can reduce the 
project’s cost. Another idea may be to 
borrow more money, though trustees did 
not seem enthused by that idea.

“We’re going to talk to the lowest bidder 
and see if he will come in lower,” Trustee 
Mindy Berard said. “It’s killing us. We’re 
very upset about it.”

Trustee Brian Skarstad said the village 
should spend the money to build the 

booster rather than face fines from the 
Department of Health. 

“It’s a tough one,” Skarstad said. 
“It’s incredibly frustrating. This is not 
something we take lightly. We have to 
provide clean water, which is what we do.”

Skarstad said that the village board 
continues to study every expense, but that 
the role can become trying, especially 
when this type of project means there is 
little money to spend elsewhere.

“When I first became a trustee, we 
were very careful, but it was a little more 
fun,” said Skarstad, who originally joined 
the board in the mid 1990s. “We could 
put in some playgrounds and make 
improvements in people’s lives. We had 
money to do things with and now we’re 
trying to hold it all together. We have to 
be careful at every turn.”

said. “It’s not everything we wish we could 
have. Nobody can have what they want. 
This is perfectly located. It gives us a nice 
way for people to take advantage of our 
programs. There’s all kinds of positive 
things there.”

Trustee Brian Skarstad said the May 7 
vote was long overdue.

“It’s not the ideal building, but it’s the 
building we have,” Skarstad said. “An 
effective recreation center will be a big 
boon for the village.”

He said Pleasantville is a recreation 
village since there are so many youngsters 
involved in a wide assortment of activities.

“Not having a recreation center is a loss 
of revenue for the village,” Skarstad said. 
“When we don’t have those programs, 
we suffer financially. It’s good all the way 
around.”

Trustee Mindy Berard said that a 
recreation center serves everybody--
children and adults. 

“We haven’t been able to have the 
programs and offerings that we had in the 
past,” Berard said. “This is a first step in a 
global look at the recreation department. 
It’s a great plan. This is a great opportunity 
for us. I am looking forward to getting 
that going as fast as possible.”

continued from page 1

Full Stock
of Italian 

Specialities

Boars 
Head 

Premium 
Meats

810 Commerce Street • Thornwood NY 10594
(Next to Post Office)
914.747.6050

Catering Specialist of
Authentic Italian Family Recipes

Celebrate Communions, Graduations and
Any Special Occasion With Us

Place your Catering Orders Early at

10% OFF
(On orders of $175 or more) Exp. 6/1/12

A Giant Tag Sale to benefit  Hudson 
Chorale (formerly  the Westchester 
Concert Singers and the Choral Arts 
Society) will be held on Friday and 
Saturday, May 18 and 19 from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. at 107 Bedford Road in 
Pleasantville (the corner of Manville 
Road and Route 117.  

Furniture, collectibles, appliances, 
children’s books, jewelry, toys, sports 

equipment, CD’s, DVDs, good used 
clothing and accessories, decorative 
art and more will be available. Rain or 
shine. To donate tax deductible items, 
call 914-769-9309.  

All proceeds will benefit Hudson 
Chorale, the area’s largest not-
for-profit community chorus For 
more information, visit www.
HudsonChorale.org.

Hudson Chorale Tag Sale This Week

Bedford Hills. Investment opportunity! 
Solid 2-fam, w/4BR’s total: 2BRs in each 
unit & 2-car gar. Private prop within mins 
to train & loads of parking.        $427,888

Mt. Kisco. West Glen Tri-plex. Fabulous 
2BR w/expansion poss & updtd stainless 
kit. Hrdwd flrs; deck;  quick stroll to town 
& train. Also available for rent.     $350,000

raveis.com
95  Katonah Avenue  -  9 14 - 401 - 9111

Mahopac 
RailRoad Tie

Quality Deck Lumber
#1 Pressure Treated Lumber

Trex , Cedar & 
Mahogany Decking
Composite Decking

Vinyl Railings
Decorative Handrail

Heavy Timbers
911 Rt 6

Mahopac NY 10541
www.decklumber.com

845-628-8111
Mon-Fri 7:30 -4:30 • Sat 8:00 -1:00

Find us on

1. daisies (n.)
   A) fans in the bleachers  B) the outfield   C) the foul poles

2. fish hook (n.)
   A) a pitching coach  B) sunflower seeds  C) a curveball

 3. jake (v.)
   A) to loaf  B) steal a base   C) retire a batter 

4. demolition derby (n.)
   A) a grand slam homerun  B) a triple play   C) a high scoring game  

5. yannigan (n.)
   A) a talkative player  B) a rookie   C) a catcher’s mitt 

6. ozone (v.)
   A) to leap for a hit ball  B) hit a ball high and long   C) get a loud ovation 

7. ivory hunter (n.)
   A) a sports agent  B) a high inside fastball   C) a baseball scout

8. Zackyzooky (n.)
   A) the All-Star Game  B) spring training   C) the minor leagues 

All-Star Break. Major League Baseball’s 85th All-Star Game takes place on July 15 at Target 
Field in Minneapolis. To take you out to the ball game, the words in this week’s quiz are terms 
from “The New Dickson Baseball Dictionary” by Paul Dickson. Perhaps you will want to add a few 
of these words to your vocabulary lineup. Play ball! 

THERE’S A WORD FOR IT
A vocabulary-building quiz  

By Edward Goralski

ANSWERS:
1. B. The outfield 
2. C. A curveball 
3. A. To loaf or to stall 
4. A. A grand slam homerun 
5. B. A rookie, not a regular player

6. B. To hit the ball hard, high, and long, as if to 
send it into the ozone layer
7. C. A scout who searches for young, talented 
players
8. C. The minor leagues 
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Firefighters from around Westchester, 
Putnam and Connecticut joined their 
counterparts in Mount Kisco for the 
annual Mount Kisco Fireman’s Parade 
last Friday. The parade, typically 
scheduled for the second Friday in 
July, attracted crowds that lined Main 
Street. They were treated to participants 
representing more than 20 departments 
under clear skies and comfortably warm 
temperatures on an almost perfect early 
summer evening. The parade kicked off 
on Moore Avenue and proceeded down 
Main Street, proceeding through the 
heart of the village’s downtown, before 
turning onto South Moger Avenue and 
finishing at Green Street. 

Along with scores of firefighters 
and their vehicles, the parade also 
featured marching bands, other 
musical performers, including plenty 
of bagpipers and local dignitaries. The 
Mount Kisco Village Board was among 
the marchers representing the local 
government.

ADIN WITT PHOTOS

Mount Kisco FireMan’s Parade 2014
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Do you find yourself perpetually 
perplexed by some of your child’s 
seemingly inexplicable behaviors? 

Does your son take excessive risks, 
often jumping or crashing into anything 
he can? Maybe your child loves 
shockingly strong hugs but can’t tolerate 
the slightest brush on the arm. When 
it comes to food, does your daughter 
crave raw lemons but turn her head in 
disgust at milder foods like mozzarella 
cheese or eggs? 

These are a few examples of 
behaviors displayed in children with 
sensory processing issues. There is 
debate over whether or not children 
who display these behaviors should 
receive a diagnosis independent of any 
other developmental one, such as an 
autism spectrum disorder. However, 
despite the differing viewpoints, there 
is agreement that children with these 
issues face challenges in many areas of 
functioning.  

People receive sensory input through 
movement and balance, body posture 
and muscle control in addition to 
the basic five senses: sight, smell, 
taste, touch and hearing. When an 
individual is oversensitive to one or 
more sensory areas the experience can 
be overwhelming, like a body and mind 
traffic jam. Under-sensitive people tend 
to miss the stimuli altogether. 

Concentrating is nearly impossible 
in either scenario, learning is impeded 
and responding appropriately to 
peers, family members and teachers is 
challenging. Worst of all, if a child has a 
sensory processing issue and the people 
around him don’t understand how it’s 
affecting his behavior, they can be at a 

loss for how to help. Adults and 
peers might become frustrated 
and either reprimand or avoid 
a child.  

Sensory Processing Disorder 
(SPD) is relatively unheard 
of due to its absence in the 
Diagnostic and Statistical 
Manual, which is used by 
psychologists and psychiatrists 
to guide diagnosis and 
treatment. Nevertheless, 
sensory processing issues 
are very common among children 
with autism spectrum disorders and 
attention disorders. They also occur in 
children without any official diagnosis. 

For this reason, the Interdisciplinary 
Council for Developmental and 
Learning Disorders (ICDL) has included 
SPD along with various subcategories 
into its diagnostic manual, which will 
be especially helpful for those treating 
children from infancy through early 
childhood. (For more information, 
visit www.icdl.com). This increases 
the chances that children with sensory 
processing issues will get the help they 
need.  

Treatment for SPD is play-based and 
fun and involves immersing children in 
sensory-rich environments. The most 
effective programs are expert driven 
but family centered so that therapeutic 
techniques are practiced throughout 
the week. The key is to help children 
achieve an optimal level of arousal 
for their bodies and brains so they are 
open to interacting and learning.  For 
kids with SPD this means rewiring 
the brain, which is done by exposing 
children to a variety of stimuli. In the 

exposure process, children 
learn to gradually integrate 
various kinds of sensory 
information. This helps them 
to make sense of the world 
and feel secure exploring 
without frequent tantrums or 
meltdowns.  

The causes of SPD are 
not yet fully understood, 
but the impact of having it 
untreated is increasingly 
salient. Children with SPD 

are typically just as intelligent as their 
peers and some are even considered 
gifted. Their brains are simply wired 
differently. Thankfully occupational 
therapy has been shown to help, 
sometimes in combination with other 
therapies. 

With or without a label, adults and 
children have their own individual 
sensory profiles. Some of us like deep 
tissue massages while others can’t 
tolerate anyone touching their backs. 
The important thing is to recognize 
when children’s differences become 
problematic and to support them as 
they learn to acclimate to new stimuli 
and environments.  

Dr. Jaime Fleckner Black is a licensed 
psychologist practicing in Westchester 
and New York City. Jaime works with 
high-functioning individuals on the 
autism spectrum, doing psychotherapy, 
conducting evaluations, and facilitating 
various socialization groups including 
an improv social skills group. Visit 
www.spectrumservicesnyc.com, e-mail 
JaimeBlackPsyD@gmail.com or call 914-
712-8208.

The Elijah Miller House/Washington’s 
Headquarters in North White Plains has 
a long and rich history for most of its 276 
years. 

Built in 1738, it housed a family that at 
the time of the Revolutionary War gave 
up its home and property to serve as a 
hospital campground. 

Elijah Miller and two sons were 
killed fighting for the new nation’s 
independence.

It is also the place where a White Plains  
Methodist church, a congregation that is 
still in existence today, was established.

And, of course, its biggest claim to fame 
was that it served as the headquarters 
for George Washington and his generals 
during the Battle of White Plains in 
October 1776.

Despite that illustrious past, the last 10 
years have not been kind to the structure. 

While age takes its toll on any building, 
since 2005, Westchester County officials 
have found excuses to avoid paying 
the expense to repair the Colonial era 
landmark on Virginia Road. As a result, it 
is slowly rotting away, a home to raccoons 
and other wildlife. 

The ignorant disregard for a piece of 
history squarely in the county’s midst has 
also managed to be a bipartisan effort, 
cutting across two county executive 
administrations and multiple legislators 
on both sides of the aisle.

For more than a decade, perhaps one of 
the best local history lessons has been off 
limits to area schoolchildren, as the house 
is left to rot like an empty tenement in a 
slum.

While the Miller House may not be 
Independence Hall or Appomattox, it’s 
a historical treasure for Westchester and 

the Town of North Castle. Or should be.
You would never know it with the 

indecisiveness of county officials. What is 
not in dispute is that the house is  county 
property and Westchester is responsible 
for its upkeep. 

At least a few people in White Plains 
should realize that it’s time to do the 
repairs now, and hash out later on whether 
Virginia Road is still a suitable location 
for the Miller House to remain.

So far, county officials have lucked out.
Through two hurricanes (Irene in 2011 
and Sandy in 2012) and a few tough, 
snowy winters it has held up.

But sooner or later luck runs out. Wake 
up, Board of Legislators and County 
Executive Astorino. Time is ticking. 
Do you want one of the county’s most 
important landmarks to collapse on your 
watch?
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By Martin Wilbur
There may have been no activity that 

better prepared Chris Tateo for life’s 
challenges than playing football.

The longtime Armonk resident first 
played the sport with friends in the street, 
then a short time later in Pop Warner 
leagues in the region. Although 5-foot-7, 
Tateo went on to star for Byram Hills High 
School, where as a senior he earned the 
1989 Offensive Player of the Year Award in 
Westchester rushing for more than 1,500 
yards that season.

Since 1999, Tateo has been coaching 
youth football, first assisting a couple of 
friends who are coaches before helping 
with the formation of the Westchester 
Youth Football League in 2008, with teams 
in communities throughout the county so 
children may compete without having to 
travel long distances. Tateo is head coach 
of the Armonk Warriors and is currently 
the league’s executive board vice president.

“I like the coaching aspect, the problem 
solving,” said Tateo, 42, whose fulltime job 
is working with his older brother in the 
family’s heavy construction equipment 

rental business. “It’s just like life, a drama. 
It really tests you. You’re running sprints 
(and) do you have it? Are you going to do 
it or are you going to quit? 

“As life goes by, you look back, it really 
helps you, it really does,” he added.

Some of Tateo’s best memories weren’t 
of dramatic touchdowns or victories. What 
was best was the time he spent with his 
father.

“When you think about it, my favorite 
part was my father driving me to the game 
and going to the diner before or after the 
game,” Tateo recalled. “One thing about my 
dad--before the game we went to breakfast 
in the morning and again after the game--
he didn’t care whether we won or lost the 
game. That was the beauty, to be with my 
father.”

Many of the lessons Tateo learned while 
growing up he imparts to his young players 
today. Perseverance, making adjustments, 
teamwork and never giving up regardless 
of the score are qualities that have served 
Tateo well throughout his life.

Tateo, who is divorced, was born in the 
Bronx and lived in New Rochelle until 

he was seven before his parents bought 
nearly two acres on Byram Lake Road in 
Armonk, where he still lives. 

At about that time, Tateo started 
watching football on television, and just 
like millions of children, tried to emulate 
what he saw on the field. He grew up a 
Buffalo Bills fan, although he pulls for the 
Jets and Giants today.

After high school, Tateo went to 
Westchester Community College and 
played ball there and was set to transfer to 
the University of Maryland for his junior 
year. But his parents’ health began failing 
so he returned home to tend to them and 
help his brother who had taken over the 
family business.

Tateo would play a few years of semipro 
ball. Then, while on vacation at Disney 
World with his now ex-wife, he tried out to 
be a professional wrestler for the WCW, a 
competitor at the time to Vince McMahon’s 

WWF. He was the top trainee in his class, 
and although as everyone knows the 
matches are choreographed, Tateo said “it’s 
a lot more dangerous than football.”

“I loved it but I tell you, it physically 
took a toll on my body,” said Tateo, who 
wrestled for two years. “I said I can’t do this 
anymore because I was a high flyer. I’d be 
on the top rope because I’m the small guy. 
When you’re the small guy people want to 
see more of the high flying stuff.”

He returned home again to work with 
his brother and soon discovered coaching.

As a coach, Tateo has made a concerted 
effort to improve safety and protect players 
from head injuries. Recently, he founded 
his own company, IPLAYTUF, where he 
developed protective headgear, a stylish 
polyester headband that wraps around the 
skull to help cushion blows. He originally 
thought of the idea when his father was 
still alive and prone to falls and he worried 
that his dad would hit his head against 
furniture corners. It can be used by athletes 
in many sports, he said.

He has also been part of clinics aimed at 
improving coaching and making changes 
to tackling and other protocols to keep 
players safe.

Any thoughts of moving to coach at 
higher levels has no appeal for Tateo. He 
is content to coach children, work his full-
time job and find time to fish and write.

“I don’t like to be stressed out,” Tateo 
said. “I enjoy doing this. It’s part-time. I 
enjoy what I’m doing.”
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Youth Football Coach, Armonk
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By Martin Wilbur
It didn’t matter whether the crowds 

came for the music, the sunshine, 
the food or to be with friends and 
neighbors. The Pleasantville Music 
Festival had something for everybody 
on Saturday.

“I come every year,” said Mount 
Pleasant resident Ilana Marcus while 
enjoying the comfortably warm 
temperatures midafternoon. “I love 
local music and it’s a great community 
event. It’s just a fun, nice place.”

While spectators certainly did their 
share of sunbathing, eating, drinking 
and schmoozing, many were there for, 
of course, the music. 

From the time that Cold Stone Fox 
stepped out onto the Village Stage in 
the early afternoon until Ian Hunter 
and the Rant Band finished before 
an adoring crowd with an encore on 
the Main Stage that included Hunter’s 
1972 breakthrough hit “All the Young 
Dudes” and an abbreviated version of 
“Goodnight Irene” to close the show, 
the festival featured 13 different bands 
generating eight-and-a-half hours of 
nearly continuous music on two stages.

A small army of about 125 volunteers 
helped make the village-run event 
possible. It also didn’t hurt that for 
the 10th consecutive year the weather 
cooperated.

With temperatures in the low 80s, 
the festival’s executive director, Sol 
Skolnick, said there couldn’t have been 

better conditions or a better planning 
effort to transform Parkway Field into 
a concert venue.

“We just got a lot of positive energy 
because we made this about the 10th 
anniversary. It’s a volunteer-driven 
event with good support from local 
businesses and everybody else,” Skolnick 
said. “We think of this as a little miracle, 
quite frankly. Once a year we turn this 
into a wonderful field of music and then 
it returns to being Pleasantville.”

The performers were just as 
appreciative of the spectators’ 
enthusiasm as the crowd was of the 
musicians.

“This is a great little festival,” said 
Bradley Wegner, the bassist for the first 
Main Stage band Leroy Justice, who 
stayed to take in the remainder of the 
program. “It’s a good time, you know. 
I’ve got friends here with family coming 
out and all that. A little rock ‘n’ roll and 
country and folk and bouncy castles. It’s 
a good time.”

Amy Driver, lead singer for the 
British band Scars on 45, which made 
its second Pleasantville Music Festival 
appearance, said the group loves 
touring America because they’re made 
to feel welcome. Pleasantville is at the 
top of their favorite list of venues.

“The whole event -- the food, the 
people, the music, the bands, the radio 
station -- it’s very close to our heart,” 
Driver said. “So if any time they want us 
back, we’ll come back with open arms.”

Mike Masters and Diana Jones of 
Katonah, who attended their seventh 
straight festival, said they were looking 
forward to seeing Augustana and 
Scars on 45 perform. They were also 
intrigued by Amy Helm, the daughter 
of the late famed rock drummer Levon 
Helm. Those three acts appeared 
consecutively on the Main Stage before 
Hunter.

Meanwhile, they brought the 25th 
anniversary edition of Trivial Pursuit to 
play between bands.

“I like to keep my brain active,” Jones 
said. “I don’t want to be completely 
idle.”

Tarrytown resident Russell Geary, 
who attended his fourth straight festival, 
said he wasn’t familiar with any of the 
bands but that didn’t stop him from 
attending, especially with a beautiful 
summer afternoon to sit outdoors.

“It’s a great day out,” he said. “They 
run it really well. It’s peaceful, it’s very 
Westchestery and I just love it.”

The only drawback for Geary was 
that it appeared that there weren’t as 
many people who attended compared 
to previous years. He said that he was 
certain that price was an issue, with the 

ticket going up to $50 this year.
Pleasantville Mayor Peter Scherer said 

while he believes the cost represents 
good value, he understands why some 
people might be hesitant to splurge. But 
booking a full day of quality bands is 
expensive and is “a hurly, burly business 
that changes every 10 minutes.”

“The $50 ticket price is a pretty 
good value for 13 bands for somebody 
who wants to come and see 13 bands,” 
Scherer said.”But there’s also some 
pushback from people who think, 
‘Gosh, that’s a lot of money,’ especially 

Ian Hunter Rounds Out Beautiful Day at Pleasantville Music Festival 

Augustana, the penultimate act on the Main Stage, performs for the crowd at the 10th annual 
Pleasantville Music Festival, which enjoyed the bands and the sunshine. Meanwhile, there was plenty to 
keep the young ones occupied.

continued on next page
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if you only want to come for part of the 
day. We’re trying to make it as affordable 
as we can, have a nice day, a nice vibe 
for the village.”

Still, the growing reach and good 
publicity the festival generates for the 
village is definitely a plus, he said.

“I take pride in the fact that this 
village of 7,000 people takes on some 
ambitious things,” Scherer said. “This is 
one of them.”

Yorktown’s very own Jessica Lynn provided some 
country music at Parkway Field. 
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American Pinup

Rock legend Ian Hunter headlined the 2014 
festival.

Scars on 45

Amy Helm and the Handsome Strangers

Below: Augustana

Erin Hobson of  The Compact

Jessica Lynn

continued from previous page
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For more than a dozen years, 
The Home Guru has been 
observing and writing about 
the housing market and home 
building design, repair and 
maintenance. I have focused 
on hundreds of widely varied 
subjects, sometimes into areas 
quite unexpected.

Who would expect a home 
columnist to write a treatise on 
mattresses or toilets or delve into 
the ghosties that still live among 
us? No matter how far flung my 
pen or keyboard may reach, 
there are so many thousands 
of topics that deal with the 
experience of “home” that this column 
could last far beyond my earthly years.

Even though it’s not my favorite kind 
of reporting, I’m reminded from time to 
time, especially when my editor forwards 
me the quarterly report from the Hudson 
Gateway Association of Realtors (HGAR) 
which manages our Multiple Listing 
Service (MLS), that part of my job is to 
respond on the most frequently asked 
question I get from readers and friends: 
“So how’s the market doing?”

Normally the regional daily paper gets 
the jump on me with that report, and 
the headline there would surely seem 
discouraging to anyone who would have 
their homes on the market now or in the 

near future. “Spring Sales Stalled” 
it announced, but then that didn’t 
come as any surprise to those of 
us in the business. We were aware 
that some of our seller clients 
were getting anxious about not 
getting as many showings as they 
had been hoping for since their 
listing date, while others were 
ecstatic about the results they 
were getting, even with bidding 
wars getting back into play.

The second quarter, from 
April 1 through the end of June, 
was very strange to say the least 
following a winter that started 
early and never seemed to end. 

At least that’s the reason industry pundits 
are citing for such lackluster results in a 
recovering market.  

In our area, sales dropped 13.5 percent 
in Westchester and 6.6 percent in Putnam 
in the recently completed second quarter 
compared to the same quarter last year, 
even though the market had shown an 
uptick the three months before. That 
would seem to be a stunning statistic 
but the weather caused one showing 
cancellation after another. After a while, 
sellers decided to wait until spring to list 
and buyers seemed to put house hunting 
on hold as well.

The good news is that realtors are 
comparing notes and reporting that 

pending sales--those in contract--are 
higher as parents are rushing to close deals 
on new homes to enroll their children 
into local schools before September. That 
augurs well for a stronger third quarter.

What has been odd about the second 
quarter is the spottiness of hot and cold 
pockets in Westchester and Putnam, 
depending on the price points and 
locations of properties. 

For instance, I listed two historic 
colonials last quarter, one in the hot 
market of Bronxville at 447 California Rd., 
which was priced at $997,500, and received 
an accepted offer in two days. Another that 
I listed in Brewster, a really great house and 
priced wonderfully at $575,000, just five 
minutes from the train station and an hour 
from Grand Central, has had only one 
showing so far. Go figure. But slowly, very 

slowly, we know from our showing desk 
that appointment activity is slowly moving 
north. And that’s encouraging.

Overall, I would say that the second 
quarter, after weathering a horrific 
recession and a horrific winter season, is 
simply shaking out and stabilizing for a 
more solid fall season.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.
com, specializing in lifestyles, real estate and 
development. His real estate site is: www.
PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his blog is: 
www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To engage the 
services of The Home Guru and his team 
to market your home for sale, call 914-522-
2076.

Demonstrating spottiness of  hot and cold location pockets in the second quarter, two Colonials, 447 
California Rd. in Bronxville, left, listed at $997,500, received an accepted offer in only three days, while 
333 Turk Hill Rd. in Brewster, a great house listed at only $575,000, has had only one showing during 
the quarter.

Homeowners Want to Know How the Real Estate Market is Doing
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By Martin Wilbur
It can be difficult getting up before 6 a.m. 

on a Sunday morning in the middle of  July. 
Maybe even more so if you’re heading out 
at that hour to do some intense physical 
exertion .

But close to 50 area swimmers, many 
of them children, made their way to the 
Chappaqua Swim & Tennis Club pool 
at that hour on Sunday to help raise 
money for cancer research, prevention 
and treatment in the annual Swim Across 
America event.  

Chappaqua Swim & Tennis Club is 
one of nine venues in Westchester and 
Rockland to hold a Swim Across America 
of Long Island Sound fundraiser from 
early July to early August. The Long 
Island Sound chapter has been part of  
Swim Across America since 1992; this is 
the third year Chappaqua Swim & Tennis 
has joined in.

Roughly 20 of the children who took 
part are members of the club’s swim team, 
although anyone from the community of 
any age, including nonmembers, were 
welcomed to participate. Each swimmer 
would go at least a half-mile (32 pool 
lengths) while some went as far as two 
miles.

“I’m just so proud of them getting 
involved,” said Dan Levy, coach of the 
club’s swim team. “That’s really what it’s all 
about.”

By afternoon the efforts had raised 
$35,000, said Carrie Dillon, one of the 
adult swimmers who helped with publicity. 
With donations still expected to come in, 
organizers were optimistic that they could 
top last year’s $37,000. 

The Long Island Sound chapter has 
become the largest in the organization, 
having raised over $12 million since its 
inception, said chapter President Tony 
Sibio. Two years ago it raised more than 
$1million.  

Despite the hour and the challenge, the 
children didn’t seem the worse for wear.  

“I’m able to do something I love while 
raising money for a good cause,” said 
Norah Kuduk, 10, who swam one mile.

Luka Cekic, 10, participated with his 
two younger sisters, Jaida and Kiara, and 
put in two miles with relative ease. 

“I feel good helping fight cancer,” he said.
Their mother, Maija Cekci, said that 

there was friendly competition for the 
swim team members to take part.

“We have a great team and a great 
community and we wanted to do what we 
can to help support a great cause,” she said.

Katonah resident Bobby Hackett, a silver 
medalist in the 1,500-meter freestyle in 
the 1976 Olympics, was on hand to give 
a free swimming clinic. Hackett has been 
involved in a large number of Swim Across 
America events across the country since its 
launch in 1987. 

He said most are open water swims,  
but there has been a movement to hold 
swims in pools to attract more people. 
In Westchester the open water swim is 
Saturday, July 26 on the Long Island Sound.

Regardless, whether you’re doing a half-
mile or several miles, there’s no pressure 
and no one has to feel like they’re racing 
superior swimmers, he said.

“So here, you can stop, take a break and 
keep going and you could take two hours 
or you could take 15 minutes,” Hackett 
said. “Whatever it takes to swim a mile or 
half a mile, whatever it is. It’s a good way to 
start the day, too.”

Denise Buckley of Chappaqua said 
it was time for her to help in the fight 

against cancer. Three years ago she lost her 
husband to colon cancer at 44, leaving her 
with two young children.

Although not a strong swimmer, Buckley, 
with the help of a board, completed 40 pool 
lengths and vowed to continue every year.

“It was a really positive experience,” she 
said. “I enjoyed it and I feel good about it.”

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTOS
Children who participated in Sunday’s Swim 
Across America fundraiser to cancer research 
write a message on the event banner.

Chappaqua Club Raises $35G for Cancer Research in Swim Event
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Slimmer This Summer

Scott and Teddy Meyer, who swam in Sunday’s 
fundraiser, hold a picture of  Grandpa who passed 
away last year from cancer.
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Tuesday, July 15
Lego Club. Avid Lego builders construct 

pieces based on a theme. For children 
six years old and up. North Castle Public 
Library, 10 Clove Rd., North White Plains. 
4 p.m. Free. Also July 29. Info: 914-948-
6359 or www.northcastlelibrary.org.

Children’s Craft. Toddlers develop their 
fine motor skills creating simple crafts, 
using construction paper, markers and 
glue sticks. Cute crafts that your child can 
take home. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk 4 p.m. 
Free. Tuesdays in July. Info: 914-273-3887.

Italian Language and Culture With 
Mara De Matteo. North Castle Public 
Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk Beginners from 6:30 to 8 p.m. 
Advanced Class at 7:30 p.m. Free. Also July 
22 and 29. Info: 914-273-3887.

MahJongg With Regina Klenosky. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. 
East, Armonk 6:30 to 8 p.m. Free. Also July 
29. Info: 914-273-3887.

Learn English With Stacey Fields. 
Learn to speak conversational English with 
an emphasis on vocabulary and grammar. 
North Castle Public Library, 10 Clove 
Rd., North White Plains. 6:45 p.m. Free. 
Tuesdays through Aug. 19. Info: 914-948-
6359 or www.northcastlelibrary.org.

Wednesday, July 16
Zumba Fitness. Achieve long-term 

benefits while having a blast in one exciting 
hour of calorie-burning, body-energizing, 
awe-inspiring movements meant to engage 
and captivate for life. For all fitness levels. 
Dance Emotions, 75 S. Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua. Every Monday and Wednesday 
at 9 a.m. and Saturdays at 10 a.m. Drop in 
or weekly discount rates available. Info: 
Contact Peggy at 914 960-4097.

Knitting Group. Hats for our 
servicemen and women overseas and 
other ongoing projects for care centers 
and hospitals. Clinton Street Center, 1A 
Clinton St., Pleasantville. 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
Free. Meets every Monday and Wednesday. 
Info: 914-769-2021.

Music and Motion With Lori Jo. Interact 
with your child through music and dance. 
For children six months to four years old. 
North Castle Public Library, 10 Clove 
Rd., North White Plains. 10:30 a.m. Free. 
Wednesdays through Aug. 13. Info: 914-
948-6359 or www.northcastlelibrary.org.

Senior Benefits Information Center. 
Counselors offer older adults one-on-
one counseling covering a broad range 
of topics including Medicare health and 
prescription plans, food stamps, HEAP, 
EPIC, weatherization, minor home repair 
and tax relief programs. Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 Main St., Mount 
Kisco. 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. Info: 914-231-3260.

Bounce the Baby. Simple stories, finger 

plays and songs. For children six months 
to two years old. A great opportunity for 
parents and caregivers to interact with their 
children while focusing on literacy. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 11 a.m. Free. Also July 
23 and 30. Info: 914-273-3887. 

New Mommy Meet-Up. Whether it’s 
your first child or your fifth, New Mommy 
Meet-Up is a great way to get out of the 
house, meet new friends and enjoy time 
with your newborn For babies up to eight 
months old. World Cup Nursery School, 
160 Hunts Lane, Chappaqua. 12:30 to 1:15 
p.m. Free. Every Wednesday until Aug. 
20. Info: Contact Kim Bremer at 914-238-
9267 ext. 20.

Sing and Play in Spanish. It’s fun to 
learn Spanish. For three- and four-year-
olds. Chappaqua Public Library, 195 S. 
Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 2:30 p.m. Free. 
Also July 23 and 30. Registration required. 
Info and registration: 914-238-4779.

Discovery Time. Learn about science 
through non-fiction books, crafts and a 
brief experiment. Today’s topic is sweet 
candy science. For children four to six 
years old. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 3 p.m. 
Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

Bright Futures Career Open House. 
Westchester Community College is 
inviting students interested in careers 
in engineering science and technology, 
environmental studies or environmental 
science to this event. Will include faculty 
members from these academic programs 
along with representatives from companies 
interested in future graduates. Westchester 
Community College’s Technology 
Building Student Lounge, 75 Grasslands 
Rd., Valhalla. 3 to 5 p.m. or 6 to 8 p.m. 
Free. RSVP required. Info and RSVP:  
914-606-6679 or visit www.sunywcc.edu/
brightfutures.

Sensational Summer Science. Science-
based programming that focuses on the 
environment and science experiments. 
Today’s topic is sweet candy science. For 
children seven years old and up. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 4 p.m. Free. Info: 914-
273-3887.

Robotics Program. Discover the 
science and technology of the future and 
build your own gravity-powered robot 
walker to take home. For students 12 years 
old and up. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 4 p.m. 
Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

College Preparation Series. A lecture 
series to prepare recent high school 
graduates and incoming high school 
seniors for college. North Castle Public 
Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 4 p.m. Free. Every Wednesday in 
July. Info: 914-273-3887.

Knitting Club. Come learn to knit, or if 

you already know how, bring your current 
project and enjoy a visit with other knitters 
and crocheters. Beginners should bring 
a pair off size 8 or 10 straight knitting 
needles and skein or worsted weight yarn. 
Open to knitters and crocheters 10 years 
old and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 
100 E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 4 to 5:30 
p.m. Free. Meets every Wednesday. Info: 
914-666-8041.

Wednesday Night Summer Cinema. A 
three-part mini-series from New Zealand, 
“Top of the Lake” takes place in a small 
town, and tells the story of personal and 
professional sides of a detective working on 
solving a case. Directed by Jane Campion 
and starring Holly Hunter and Kate 
Moss. Discussion led by Professor Valerie 
Franco. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 7 p.m. 
Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

Breezemont Day Camp’s Summer 
Concert Series: The Chappaqua 
Orchestra With Clarinetist Eric Drucker. 
The orchestra plays summer classics. Food 
available for purchase from Le Jardin du 
Roi and smoothies available for purchase 
from Healthy Choice Juice Bar. Recreation 
Field, South Greeley Avenue, Chappaqua. 
7 p.m. Free. In the event of rain, concerts 
will be held at the Auditorium at 
Chappaqua Crossing, 480 Bedford Rd., 
Chappaqua. Info: Visit www.chappaqua-
millwoodchamberofcommerce.org.

“Gasland Part II” Film and Discussion. 
In this follow-up to his Oscar-nominated 
documentary, filmmaker Josh Fox uses his 
trademark dark humor to take a deeper 
and broader look at hydraulic fracturing, 
or fracking, the controversial method of 
extracting natural gas and oil. Staff from 
Food & Water Watch lead a discussion 
following the film. Presented in partnership 
with the Sierra Club Lower Hudson Group. 
For adults and high school students. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. Refreshments at 7 p.m. 
Program at 7:30 p.m. Info: 914-723-3470 
or visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Thursday, July 17
Let Your Yoga Dance Classes. The 

popular Kripalu noon dance class is now 
in Chappaqua! Combines easy dance, 
gentle yoga and great music. Come join 
this noncompetitive, heart pumping and 
joyful experience. Drop-ins welcome. 
Dance Emotions, 75 S. Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua.10 a.m. $20 per 75 min. class. 
Every Tuesday and Thursday. Info: 914-
238-8974 or email claudiayogadance@
gmail.com.

Summer Art Adventures. A five-session 
art workshop for children six to 12 years 
old. Inspired by the exhibition  “ICELAND: 
Artists Respond to Place,”  explore concepts 
of land, space and environment through 
different lenses and materials. Please bring 

lunch. Katonah Museum of Art, 134 Jay 
St. (Route 22), Katonah. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Members: $50 for each class. Non-members: 
$60 per class. Discounts for multiple classes. 
Thursdays through Aug. 7. Pre-registration 
required. Info and pre-registration: 914-
232-9555 ext. 0.

Mother Goose Story Time. Children 
will enjoy stories and songs that focus on 
colors, shapes, numbers, letters, animals 
and more during this 25-minute program. 
A fun opportunity for interaction between 
children and parents or caregivers. For 
children two to four years old. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 11 a.m. Free. Also July 
24 and 31. Info: 914-273-3887. 

Preschool Story Time and Crafts. 
Children first listen to a story and then 
materials are provided to make a fun 
craft based on the story. This hands-on 
project uses a variety of skills that promote 
comprehension and allow children the 
opportunity to interact with other children 
their age. For children four to six years 
old. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 3 p.m. 
Free. Thursdays through Aug. 14. Info: 
914-273-3887.

LEGO Club. A one-hour activity of 
unstructured play with LEGOs.  For each 
program a theme is chosen and children 
are able to create their own vision of the 
theme.  All creations will be photographed 
and displayed at the end of each program. 
For children seven years old and up. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 4 p.m. Free. Thursdays 
through Aug. 14. Info: 914-273-3887. 

Introduction to Jewelry for Children. 
Learn basic jewelry making skills, from 
making beads to creating bangles and 
necklaces. For 12-year-olds and up. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 4 p.m. Free. Thursdays 
through Aug. 14. Info: 914-273-3887. 

Game Club. Bring your own Wii games 
or use ours. For students 12 to 18 years old. 
North Castle Public Library, 10 Clove Rd., 
North White Plains. 4 p.m. Free. Also July 
24 and 31. Info: 914-948-6359 or www.
northcastlelibrary.org.

Duct Tape With Claire. Use classic 
gray duct tape to create a different project 
each week. Trim each with crazy colors 
and patterns. For students in grades 
7-12. Chappaqua Public Library, 195 S. 
Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 4 to 5 p.m. Free. 
Thursdays through Aug. 7. Info: 914-238-
4779 or www.chappaqualibrary.org.

Manhattanville College Graduate 
Open House. This information session will 
provide an overview of Manhattanville’s 
graduate business programs, advanced 
certificates and what to expect when 
applying and enrolled. Prospective 
students will  have the opportunity to meet 

continued on page 20
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If your summer plans include a trip 
to a beach or pool, County Executive 
Rob Astorino and Health Commissioner 
Sherlita Amler have some advice to keep 
you safe. 

“County pools and beaches are open 
for the season and we have worked hard 
to ensure that our residents’ safety is first 
priority,” Astorino said. “Never swim 
in areas that are marked closed and it’s 
always good to remind children to swim 
near lifeguards.”

When you are in the water keeping 
cool, it’s easy for both adults and children 
to forget the need to stay hydrated and 
protect skin from the summer sun.

“Be sure you and your family drink lots 
of water throughout the day at the pool 
or shore to avoid heat exhaustion,” Amler 
said. “Wear a hat and sunglasses, avoid the 
midday sun and reapply sunscreen with a 
sun protection factor of at least 15 every 
two hours, especially after you swim or 
sweat, to avoid sunburn.”

Amler had additional water safety 
advice for parents.

“It’s also critical never to leave a baby 
alone in water even for a second, and 
don’t leave children unattended in a pool 
or at the shore,” Amler said. “Pool floats, 
inner tubes and noodles are no substitute 
for close supervision. Swimming and 
alcohol, just like boating and alcohol, 
don’t mix. To avoid tragedy, make sure 

young children and teenagers know not 
to sneak into closed pools or lakes, and 
to swim only where and when there 
are lifeguards or adults watching them 
without any distractions.”

Last year in the United States, between 
Memorial Day and Labor Day, at least 
202 children between 1 and 14 years of 
age drowned in a pool or spa, according 
to media reports cited by poolsafely.
gov. New York State had 11 drowning 
incidents in 2013, making it the state 
with the fifth highest count. Drowning is 

the leading cause of unintentional death 
among children ages 1 to 4 and is the 
second leading cause of death for children 
ages 5 to 14.

African-American children between 
the ages of 5 and 19 are six times more 
likely to drown in pools than white and 
Hispanic children that age, according 
to the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention. Data from USA Swimming 
indicate that 70 percent of African-
American children, 60 percent of Hispanic 
children and 40 percent of white children 

cannot swim. Children who cannot swim 
are more likely to drown.

Follow these tips to stay safe around 
pools and beaches this summer:
• Learn how to swim and teach your 

child how to swim.
• Never leave a child unattended in or 

near the water and always watch your 
children closely around all bodies of 
water.

• Designate a water watcher to supervise 
children in the pool, spa or at the shore. 
This person should not be reading, 
texting, using a smart phone or 
otherwise distracted.

• Learn how to perform CPR on children 
and adults.

• Keep children away from pool drains, 
pipes and other openings to avoid 
entrapments.

• Ensure any pool and spa you use has 
drain covers that comply with federal 
safety standards, and, if you do not 
know, ask your pool service provider 
about safe drain covers.

• At the beach, never fight currents; swim 
parallel to shore and at an angle if you 
find yourself in a rip current.
For more health and safety tips, visit 

www.westchestergov.com/health and 
www.westchestergov.com; Like us on 
Facebook at wchealthdept or follow us on 
Twitter at wchealthdept.  

Following some basic advice at the pool or beach can be a lifesaver for children.

W’chester Health Dept. Issues Swimming Safety Tips for the Summer
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with program directors, admissions staff 
and representatives from student services, 
as well as current students. Followed by a 
Q&A. An application fee waiver for those 
who attend. Reid Castle at Manhattanville 
College, 2900 Purchase St., Purchase. 6:30 
to 8 p.m. Free. Registration required. Info 
and registration: 914-323-5150 or email 
Elizabeth Brosseau at Elizabeth.brosseau@
mville.edu.   

The Poetry Caravan. This volunteer 
organization brings poetry to places 
where people welcome the spoken word. 
Westchester poets Michael Carman, 
Gillian Cummings, Lisa Fleck Dondiego, 
Ruth Handel, Charlotte Walsh and Amy 
Winkler will be reading. Chappaqua Public 
Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 
7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-238-4779 or www.
chappaqualibrary.org.

 Night Owls. Show us your PJs and 
we’ll share good stories. For children of 
all ages. Chappaqua Public Library, 195 
S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 7 p.m. Free. 
Every Thursday in July and August (except 
July 31). Info: 914-238-4779 or www.
chappaqualibrary.org.

Friday, July 18
Mommy and Toddler Yoga. Join in a 

playful introduction to yoga using games 
and songs. For children one to four years 
old. North Castle Public Library, 10 Clove 
Rd., North White Plains. 10:30 a.m. Free. 
Fridays through Aug. 15. Info: 914-948-
6359 or www.northcastlelibrary.org.

Toddler Craft. A half-hour program for 
toddlers to develop their fine motor skills 
creating simple crafts, using construction 
paper, markers and glue sticks. Cute crafts 
that your child can take home. For children 
18 months to four years old. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 11 a.m. Free. Also. July 19 and 
26. Info: 914-273-3887.

Zumba Gold. Try this low-impact 
approach to Zumba for the older active 
adult and baby boomer with the same 
sassy, sweaty, fun-filled cardio workout in 
an easy learning environment. Ongoing 
classes; drop-ins welcome. Addie-tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza, Pleasantville. 11:15 a.m. to 12:15 
p.m. $12. Four- and eight-week cards 
available. Meets every Friday. Info: 914-
747-0808 or email instructor at olin.amyj@
gmail.com.

Arts and Crafts. For children from pre-
kindergarten through fifth grade. Mount 
Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main St., 
Mount Kisco. 1 p.m. Free. Fridays through 
Aug. 8. Info: 914-864-0130.

Magic: The Gathering With Lucas. 
Drop-in and play. Beginners and 
experienced players welcome. For students 
in grades 7-12. Chappaqua Public Library, 
195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 3:30 to 
4:30 p.m. Free. Fridays in July and August. 
Info: 914-238-4779.

Gaming. For 12-year-olds and up. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 4 p.m. Free. Also July 
25. Info: 914-273-3887.

Zumba Fitness Class. Addie-Tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial Plaza 
(lower level), Pleasantville. 5:30 to 6:30 
p.m. $15 a class. $29 for four classes. $55 
for eight classes. Meets every Friday. Info: 
917-215-1720, email AddietudeDance@
gmail.com or visit www.Addie-tude.com. 

Lippolis Electric Screenings Under 
the Stars: “Rio 2.” Bring a picnic supper 
and lawn chairs or blankets for seating. 
Kensico Dam Plaza, Valhalla. Gates open 
for picnicking at 5 p.m. Entertainment 
begins at 6 p.m. Movie begins at sunset. 
Free. Info: 914-864-PARK or visit www.
parks.westchestergov.com.

Shakespeare Birthday Celebration. 
The 2004 film “Merchant of Venice” will 
be screened in celebration of William 
Shakespeare’s 450th birthday. Led by Cathy 
Paulsen and Chris Trzcinski. Chappaqua 
Public Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua. 7 p.m. Free. Info 914-238-
4779 or www.chappaqualibrary.org.

Movies, Books and Trivia: Read the 
Book, Play the Game, See the Movie. 
Tonight, “Stardust”(PG-13), a book by Neil 
Gaiman will be featured. Find out how 
much you remember of the book, win a 
prize and then see how the book translated 
into the movie. For teens and tweens. 
Katonah Village Library, 26 Bedford Rd., 
Katonah. Book trivia game at 7 p.m. Movie 
at 7:30 p.m. Free. RSVP requested. Info 
and RSVP: 914-232-3508 or email katref@
wlsmail.org. 

Saturday, July 19
Pleasantville Farmers Market. Come 

experience the largest farmers market 
in Westchester, most celebrated in New 
York and 33rd in the entire United States 
by Farmland.org in 2013. This week, Greg 
and Kat Nemec return with all their crafty 
ideas. Kids can come and have fun while 
creating some one-of-a-kind works. Also 
Israeli-born New York guitarists Oren 
Neiman, on the nylon string, and Gilad 
Ben-Zvi, on the steel string, fuse a myriad 
of musical traditions, including Greek, 
Balkan, Eastern-European and Jewish/
Klezmer with daring improvisations 
and inventive textures. Memorial Plaza, 
Pleasantville. 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Children’s 
program from 9:30 to 11 a.m. Music 
from 10 a.m. to noon. Info: Visit: www.
pleasantvillefarmersmarket.org.

Chappaqua Farmers Market. 
Chappaqua train station, Chappaqua. 
8:30 to 1 p.m. Info: Visit www.
chappaquafarmersmarket.org.

Balloon Animals. Learn to blow up 
and twist balloons into animals and toys. 
For children five years old and up. North 
Castle Public Library, 10 Clove Rd., North 
White Plains. 11 a.m. Free. Info: 914-948-
6359 or www.northcastlelibrary.org.

Family Campout. You supply the tent 
and sleeping bag, we supply the nature. 
Come for a barbecue, then explore our 
moonlit trails with a naturalist in search of 
owls and other night creatures. Cap off the 
evening with s’mores by the fire. Limited 
to 20 families. First come, first served. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 a.m. $25 
per person (Each tent must include at least 
one adult.) Reservations required. Info and 
reservations: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Foghat Live on Stage. You know 
the songs, many of which to this day 
are classic rock radio staples. The band 
tours relentlessly because they love to 
play, which is evident in the passion and 
fun they have on stage during every live 
performance. Paramount Hudson Valley, 
1008 Brown St., Peekskill. 8 p.m. $35, $43 
and $55. Info and tickets: 914-739-0039 or 
visit paramounthudsonvalley.com/events/
event/foghat.

Argentine Tango Dances. Great music 
and dancing on a 3,500-square-foot dance 
floor. Enjoy a pleasant time with friends. 
Refreshments served. Broadway 26 
Dance, 26 Broadway, Hawthorne. 8 p.m. 
to midnight. $16. Also the first Sunday of 
each month from 3 to 6 p.m. $12. Info: 
914-725-3023 or 914-484-5101 or e-mail 
sampelayo@optonline.net.

Sunday, July 20
Church Service. St. John’s Episcopal 

Church, 8 Sunnyside Ave., Pleasantville. 
8 and 10 a.m. Every Sunday in July and 
August. Info: 914-769-0053.

Teaching Trails: A Community Path 
for Environmental Education. Join 
guided trail experience through the 
woodland forest. Discover who left that 
track, which tree makes the best animal 
home or which plant makes its own 
heat to help melt through the late winter 
ice. Program runs about 30 minutes. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 11:30 a.m. Free. Meets 
every Sunday. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit 
www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.                          

Hispanic Heritage Festival. Arts and 
crafts, dancing, food and fun along with 
special activities for children. Kensico 
Dam Plaza, Valhalla. 12 to 7 p.m. Free. 
Info: 914-864-PARK or visit www.parks.
westchestergov.com.                             

South African Art Today. Scholar Leora 
Maltz-Leca contextualizes “Robin Rhode: 
Animating the Everyday” in a conversation 
about contemporary art in South Africa. 
Ms. Maltz-Leca is a contributing author 
to the exhibition catalogue and assistant 
professor of Contemporary Art in the 
Department of the History of Art and 
Visual Culture at the Rhode Island School 
of Design. Neuberger Museum of Art, 735 
Anderson Hill Rd., Purchase. 2 p.m. Free 
(with museum admission). Info: 914-251-
6100 or visit www.neuberger.org.

Monday, July 21
Play and Learn. Young children 

develop early literacy skills through 
play. For children one to three years old. 
North Castle Public Library, 10 Clove 
Rd., North White Plains. 10:30 a.m. Free. 
Also Aug. 4. Info: 914-948-6359 or www.
northcastlelibrary.org.

Mommy and Toddler Yoga. A 
30-minute program introducing children 
to yoga. Poses are incorporated into games 
and songs, allowing playful exploration 
of yoga. For children one to four years 
old. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 11 a.m. 
Free. Mondays through Aug. 18. Info: 914-
273-3887. 

Veterans Roundtable. Informal 
discussion and camaraderie among 
members and public service projects. 
Clinton Street Center, 1A Clinton St., 
Pleasantville. 1 to 2 p.m. Free. Meets every 
Monday. Info: 914-769-2021.

Bike Club. Hickory & Tweed will be 
presenting a series focusing on mountain 
and road biking. For 12-year-olds and 
up. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 4 p.m. 
Free. Mondays in July. Info: 914-273-3887.

Soda Bottle Science. Learn about Steve 
Tomachek’s fizzy science. For children 
five years old and up. Chappaqua Public 
Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 4 
p.m. Free. Registration required. Info and 
registration: 914-238-4779.

Read the Book/See the Movie. Read 
great books, then experience them on film. 
Pizza will be served. Booklist available in 
Children’s Room. For children entering 
grades 4-6. Chappaqua Public Library, 
195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 7 p.m. 
Free. Registration required. Info and 
registration: 914-238-4779.

Pleasantville Fire Department Band 
Concert. Featuring marches, Beethoven’s 
Fifth, the theme from “Star Wars” and 
more. Rain or shine. Recommended that 
visitors bring their own chair. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library lawn, 350 Bedford 
Rd., Pleasantville. 7:15 p.m. Free.

Tuesday, July 22
Art All Day. Craft materials available 

for hands-on fun. For children of all ages; 
with an adult. Chappaqua Public Library, 
195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Free. Every Tuesday in July and 
August. Info: 914-238-4779 or www.
chappaqualibrary.org.

Lori Jo Toddler Music. Join Lori Jo 
for 45 minutes of singing and dancing. 
Children will have the opportunity to 
play instruments, learn new songs and 
games and interact with other children. 
For children six months to four years 
old. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 11 a.m. 
Free. Tuesdays through Aug. 19. Info: 914-
273-3887. 

continued from page 18
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The Pleasantville Fund for Learning 
(PFFL) announced last month its 
Excellence in Education Grants for 2014. 
In partnership with the Pleasantville High 
School’s PCO, the Pleasantville Middle 
School PTA, Bedford Road School PTA, 
the Pleasantville Rotary/Oakley Family 
Fund, Pleasantville AYSO and Pleasantville 
SEPTA, the PFFL awarded 10 grants for 
the Pleasantville School District totaling 
$50,318.  

The organization thanks its community 
partners, event attendees and donors for 
their generosity, which helped make these 
grants possible.

Below are the 2014 Excellence in 
Education Grants, including the name and 
description, dollar amount awarded and the 
names of the grant applicants. 

Healthy Kids Initiative ($451; funded 
completely by Pleasantville AYSO)

Improve the health and wellness of all 
Bedford Road School students through the 
addition of an iPod and wireless speaker for 
recess and physical education classes.

Cathy Sabol, parent; Amy Marlow, parent; 
Peggy Galotti, Principal, Bedford Road 
School.

Under the Sea: Touch Tank Program 
($7,500; funded in partnership with BRS 
PTA)

Create aquatic touch tanks for the 
Bedford Road School first-grade classrooms 
using specimens from Long Island Sound, 
enhancing the curricula for first-grade 

ocean studies and Pleasantville High 
School’s marine biology classes.

Christine Harris, Gr. 1 teacher; Chrissie 
Moses, Bedford Road School science teacher; 
Peggy Galotti, principal, BRS; Joanne 
Pugliese, Science Department chairperson 
and Pleasantville High School science teacher.

Multipurpose Room Audio 
Enhancement Project ($1,833) 

Enhance the audio system in the 
Pleasantville Middle School multipurpose 
room, which is used for all grades in the 
school for performances, meetings and as a 
teaching area.

Dorian Nuccio, middle school music and 
band teacher; Vivian Ossowski, principal, 
Pleasantville Middle School.

Chorus Enhancement Project ($1,424)
Addition of a keyboard and speakers 

will enhance mobility and versatility 
(percussion, voices, etc.) of the middle 
school chorus and music program.

Kaitlyn Fay, middle school music teacher
The New Band Room: Technology for 

the Music Classroom ($3,980; funded in 
partnership with PMS PTA)

Incorporate modern computer 
technology into the band/music curriculum, 
transforming the middle school program 
from the “old band” to the “new.”

Jon Vercesi, band teacher
Equal Opportunity Instruments 

($2,100; funded in partnership with 
Pleasantville Rotary/Oakley Family 
Fund; in addition to monetary grant, one 
violin and one trumpet will be donated to 
the middle school music department via 
SEPTA.)

Augment the inventory of school-owned 
band and orchestra instruments that are 
made available for student use, particularly 
students in need.

Mary Ann Meade, middle school and high 
school orchestra teacher; Dorian Nuccio, 
middle school music and band teacher.

Art Room “SmartBoard” ($4,500)
Affecting all middle school students, an 

art room interactive whiteboard will allow 
for direct student interaction with difficult 
art concepts. It also will assist the teacher 
in broadening the boundaries of student 
learning in the art curriculum.

Grace Lee, middle school art teacher
21st Century Silkscreen ($1,530)
Purchase silkscreen equipment, which 

will add breadth to high school printmaking 
class and student art portfolios. (This is a 

student-submitted grant.)
Emily Harter, high school student; James 

Maron, art department chairperson and high 
school art teacher.

Digital SLR Cameras ($2,000; funded 
in partnership with Pleasantville High 
School PCO)

Purchase digital SLR cameras for high 
school photography class students who do 
not own their own camera.

Mary Lynne Bonforte
Science, Technology, and Engineering 

Experiential Learning Lab ($25,000; 
funded in partnership with PHS PCO)

Develops a fully functioning 
experientially learning environment for 
high school students, dedicated to the 
STEM initiative primarily in the area 
of introduction to engineering systems 
through applied technology and design. 
Includes high-end laptops/cart, VEX robots 
and software, and a printer.

Joanne Pugliese, science department 
chairperson and high school science teacher; 
Greg DiMurro, physics teacher; Brian 
Rivenburg, science teacher; Tim Healy, 
science teacher; Stephanielynn Imperato, 
special education/science teacher; Jennifer 
McGuire, science teacher; Allison Steinberg, 
special education/science teacher; Dr. Daniel 
McCann, interim principal, Pleasantville 
High School

For more information on the PFFL, visit 
www.pffl.org. 

 The Pleasantville Fund for Learning announced 
this year’s Excellence in Education Grants at the 
district’s board of  education meeting on June 
3. Pictured are teachers and administrators 
who received grants.

P’ville Fund for Learning Awards $50G in Education Grants

Select Books
Distinctive Cards

Journals

...and more!

Bookmarks

Special Orders

Gift Certificates

Free Gift Wrapping

Unique Gifts

Book Group Discounts

School Orders

Cookbooks

Agate Book Ends

Children’s Books

Reference Books

Out-of-Print Searches

The Village
�

Bookstore

Ten Washington Ave.

Pleasantville, NY

Across from the Burns Film Center

914.769.8322

staff@pleasantvillebooks.com

PLEASANTVILLE 
RESTAURANT 

& DINER
OLD-FASHIONED COOKING

AT OLD-FASHIONED PRICES.
YOUR HOME AWAY FROM HOME.

Continental Cuisine • Greek Specialties
Charcoal Broiler for our Hamburgers

Large Selection of Fresh Seafood
Steaks • Chops

Cocktails Served • Italian Specialties

Baking Done on Premises 
with Old World Recipes

914-769-8585
10 Memorial Plaza, Pleasantville

Open 7 Days                  All Major Credit Cards

Cutting-up (Texas Designer) 
Mina Mann (NYC Designer).

Fine Art • Sculpture 
• Unique Gifts • Furniture

Home Accessories • Antiques 
• Exquisite Jewelry • & more...

Apparel by

Unique one-of-a-kind 
gifts for everyone — 
including yourself!

4 Washington Avenue, 
Pleasantville 914-741-6294

Open 7 Days — 
Friday and Saturday until 8pm

Cutting-up (Texas Designer) 
Mina Mann (NYC Designer).

Fine Art • Sculpture 
• Unique Gifts • Furniture

Home Accessories • Antiques 
• Exquisite Jewelry • & more...

Apparel by

Unique one-of-a-kind 
gifts for everyone — 
including yourself!

4 Washington Avenue, 
Pleasantville 914-741-6294

Open 7 Days — 
Friday and Saturday until 8pm

�S�p�e�c�i�a�l�i�z�i�n�g�	�i�n�	�F�i�n�e�	
�A�m�e�r�i�c�a�n�	�C�r�a�f�t

Probate | Administration | Wills | Trusts
 Estate Litigation | Guardianship 

Commercial Litigation| Real Estate

FISHLIN & FISHLIN, PLLC - ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
WESTCHESTER, ROCKLAND AND NEW YORK CITY

WESTCHESTER OFFICE 
100 SOUTH BEDFORD RD.

SUITE 340
MT. KISCO, NY 10549

NEW YORK CITY OFFICE 
60 EAST 42ND STREET

SUITE 4600
NEW YORK, NY 10165

FOR ALL APPOINTMENTS CALL OR EMAIL

 (212) 736-8000 | WWW.FISHLINLAW.COM
ATTORNEY ADVERTISING

Todd Fishlin | Lewis Fishlin
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ExaminEr mEdia Classifieds 071514

adoption
ADOPT: Looking for a loving, secure 
home for your infant or toddler? Robin 
and Neil are seeking to complete their 
family. 866-303-0668, www.rnladopt.info

auctions
Buy or sell at AARauctions.com. Con-
tents of homes, businesses, vehicles and 
real estate. Bid NOW! AARauctions.com 
Lights, Camera, Auction. No longer the 
best kept secret.

auto donations
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible. Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible. Call 914-468-4999 Today!

EvEnts
RINALDIFLEAMARKETS.COM Every 
Sunday Weather Permitting 900 Dutchess 
Turnpike (rt44) Poughkeepsie NY. Free 
Admission & Parking, Great Food & 
Bargains. Vendors Wanted!† Please visit 
RINALDIFLEAMARKETS.COM† 631-
891-7112

Financial
Financing Available for New or Used 
Equipment Heavy Equipment or Trucks 
All Credit Types Eligible.† Asset Based. 

Free Consultation 315-726-3332 or Visit 
www.venturecommercialcapital.com

HElp WantEd
AIRLINE CAREERS begin here Get FAA 
approved Aviation Maintenance Techni-
cian training. Financial aid for qualified 
students. Housing available. Job place-
ment assistance. Call AIM 866-296-7093

Teaching Vacancies:  Biology (9-12), 
English (9-12), Mathematics (9-12), Spe-
cial Education General Curriculum (9-
12), History & Social Sciences 7th grade, 
Middle Education 5th grade, Middle 
Education English 6-8, Visual Arts (5-
8), K-4, Music Education ñ Vocal/Choral 
(PreK-4), and Special Education Early 
Childhood. To apply for positions visit 
our website at www.pecps.k12.va.us and 
complete the online application.  Selected 
applicants will be invited for an interview.  
Closing date: Until filled. (Prince Edward 
County Public Schools, 35 Eagle Drive, 
Farmville, Virginia 23901 ñ 434-315-2100 
ext. 3533) EOE

Want A Career As A HVAC Techni-
cian? Accelerated "Hands On Training" 
& Certifications Offered. National Aver-
age 18-22 Hourly! Lifetime Job Placement 
Assistance. VA Benefits Eligible! 1-877-
994-9904

HomE improvEmEnt
HAS YOUR BUILDING SHIFTED OR 
SETTLED? Contact Woodford Brothers 
Inc, for straightening, leveling, foundation 

and wood frame repairs at 1-800-OLD-
BARN. www.woodfordbros.com. "Not 
applicable in Queens county"

HomEs For salE
MODULARHOMEBROKERS.COM 14 
MODELS ON DISPLAY, STARTING AT 
$59 PER SQUARE FOOT. PRICING IN-
CLUDES DELIVERY, CRANE, SET AND 
TAX. 848-240-7040

land For salE
Salmon River Region Redfield/Tug 
Hill Area Snowmobile Trails Close By. 
Beautiful Woods & Meadows 5.2 Acres: 
$17,995 15 Acres: $29,995 5 Acres w/ Cab-
in: $35,995 Buy Now & Get Free  Clos-
ing Costs! Call Christmas & Associates:  
800-229-7843. www.landandcamps.com 
Owner/Broker

NEW YORK'S LAND BROKER. Buy 
Your Hunting Property Today! Bank Fi-
nancing Available. NEW YORK LAND 
QUEST Call Carl Snyder, RE Bro-
ker†607-280-5770. newyorklandbroker.
com

land For salE
LENDER ORDERED FARM LIQUI-
DATION 3 to 61 acre Parcels at 50% of 
Market Price! 3 hrs NY City  Hr Albany! 
Jaw dropping views, ponds, trout stream, 
rolling fields, deep woods! EZ terms! Call 
888-905-8847 for free info! Virtual tour & 
maps:Newyorklandandlakes.com

NYS LAND BARGAINS- Mayfield 33.4 
acres, woods $89,000. Oneonta- 3.2 acres 
field, view $25,000. Fort Plain- 3.6 acres, 
field $13,000. Owner financing www.hel-
derbergrealty.com CALL HENRY: 518-
861-6541

lots & acrEagE
WATERFRONT LOTS-Virginia's 
Eastern Shore. Was 325K Now from 
$65,000-Community Center/Pool. 1acre+ 
lots, Bay & Ocean Access, Great Fishing, 
Crabbing, Kayaking. Custom Homes. 
www.oldemillpointe.com 757-824-0808

miscEllanEous
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-

mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship. FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

out oF statE rEal EstatE
SEBASTIAN, FLORIDA Beautiful 55+ 
manufactured home community. 4.4 
miles to the beach, Close to riverfront 
district. Pre-owned homes starting at 
$35,000. New models available. 772-581-
0080, www.beach-cove.com

tag salEs
TAG SALE: SUNDAY, JULY 20 FROM 
10AM-2PM. 151 HARRIMAN RD. 
MOUNT KISCO. Housewares, books, 
children’s stuff and more!

TAG SALE.  JULY 18-19, FRIDAY & 
SATURDAY, 9am-3pm at St. James the 
Less Church, 10 Church Lane, Scars-
dale, NY. Clothes, toys, books, electron-
ics, home goods, baby items.  Donations 
still accepted.  Contact: the33birds@live.
com.

vacation rEntals
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open dai-
ly. Holiday Real Estate. 1-800-638-2102. 
Online reservations: www.holidayoc.com

WantEd
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT
914-654-1683 

CASH for Coins! Buying ALL Gold & Sil-
ver. Also Stamps & Paper Money, Entire 
Collections, Estates.Travel to your home. 
Call Marc in NY 1-800-959-3419

Did you use ACTOS and then develop
BLADDER CANCER? If so, you may be 
eligible for money damages from the drug’s
manufacturer and marketer for damages.
The manufacturers and marketers of
Actos have recently been found liable for
Actos causing bladder cancer. Weitz & 
Luxenberg are NATIONWIDE LEADERS
in this Actos and Bladder Cancer field. 
Contact us immediately because there 
are strict time limits to file a claim. For a
free consultation please call us today at 
1-800-ACTOS-YES (228-6793).

We’re with you – every step of the way!

700 BROADWAY |  NEW YORK, NY 10003
BRANCH OFFICES IN NEW JERSEY & CALIFORNIA

800-ACTOS-YES
WWW.ActosIssues.COM

Prior results do not guarantee a future outcome. We may associate with local firms in states wherein we do
not maintain an office. If no recovery, no fees or costs are charged, unless prohibited by State Law or Rule.

WEITZ LUXENBERG P.C.

ActosTM
and Bladder Cancer

(228-6793)

Actos_NY_Press_2014_W&L  6/24/14  3:17 PM  Page 1

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR

To Place a Classified Ad 
call 914-864-0878
or e-mail classifieds

@theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication
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Last week I 
discussed the 
history and 
development of the 
Champagne region 
of France. From 
the early plantings 
of the Romans 
in pre-Christian 
times through the 
evolution into a 

favored sparkling wine in the 17th century, 
Champagne was subjected to political 
and winemaking upheaval. Last week we 
left the region in the heady experimental 
days of Dom Perignon and the refinement 
of a still wine looked upon with disdain, 
to a sparkling wine sought by enthusiasts 
around the civilized world. 

This week we’ll track the refinements to 
those rudimentary sparkling wines. 

At the dawn of the 18th, century, French 
sparkling wine was becoming the rage 
in high society centers. From royalty to 
wealthy wine enthusiasts, sparkling wine 
was sought out as the king of wines. 

But these wines were still inferior. The 
root cause was the wine itself. Primary and 
secondary fermentation could not mask 
the inferior quality of the wines themselves. 
As producers sought to enhance the 
flavor and aromas of Champagne they 
battled the forces of nature in the forms of 
fermentation, sediment, residual sugar and 

yeast–even the strength of the glass bottle 
itself. 

Early progress was painstakingly slow. 
Even as the reputation and demand 
for sparkling wines grew in the upper 
echelon of the European market, these 
sales accounted for a small percentage 
of the wines produced. By the end of the 
18th century, the overwhelming majority 
of production in the Champagne region 
continued to be still wine 

As much as the 17th century French 
and the British sellers each played a role 
in refining the secondary fermentation 
of Champagne wines (in which the fine 
bubbles of carbon dioxide are produced), 
so did their successors influence the 
continual improvements over the next 
three centuries.  

It wasn’t until the early 19th century that 
several large producers achieved success 
in mass-producing high quality sparkling 
wines. 

A short summary of several of these 
problems and the improvements achieved 
deserve consideration.

1. The Wine. To overcome the inherent 
poor quality of Champagne wines, the 
largest producers devised standards 
for blending grapes to achieve a style 
of still wine that would produce a high 
quality sparkling wine. A 21st century 

Champagne is typically a blend (cuvée) of 
multiple grapes from multiple vineyards 
and multiple vintages. 

A particular combination (assemblage) is 
sought each year to provide consistency in 
a producer’s style. The ultimate assemblage 
may consist of one to three 
grapes from hundreds 
of plots of vineyards and 
dozens of vintages, in 
varying combinations–each 
year. Today, a winemaker’s 
choices for his blending 
palette are vast. There are 
300,000 vineyards in the 
Champagne region, owned 
by 19,000 growers. The large 
Champagne houses purchase nearly 90 
percent of their grapes from these local 
growers.   

2. The Bottles. Early on, 20 percent 
or more (up to 90 percent) of all bottles 
burst from the internal pressure exerted 
by carbon dioxide. It wasn’t until the dawn 
of the Industrial Age in the 18th century, 
when coal-fired hot kilns produced 
stronger glass, that this problem was finally 
and permanently overcome. 

3. Secondary Fermentation. When 
still wines are bottled in Champagne, 
live yeast, bacteria and sediment are 
trapped. How to remove them once 

secondary fermentation is complete? The 
solution: 19th century Champagne houses 
developed and perfected a system, called 
riddling (remuage). 

Closed bottles are placed in angled 
wooden racks, facing downward toward 
the neck of the bottle. Periodically each 
bottle is turned to direct the sediment to the 
neck. How to remove this sediment and not 

the carbon dioxide? When 
secondary fermentation 
is completed, the bottle 
neck is placed in ice brine, 
freezing the sediment and 
allowing the winemaker 
to remove it. 

Dom Perignon, his 
contemporaries and 
successors would be 

amazed at the evolution of Champagne 
since his time. Who can resist a fine glass 
of Champagne that produces up to ten 
million bubbles and can be relied on for 
year-to-year consistency of style? I raise 
my glass to the French.

Nick Antonaccio is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years 
he has conducted wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

Champagne’s History: Struggling to Produce a Fine Wine

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

By Nick Antonaccio

‘Early progress was painstakingly slow’

2014 SEASON
JUNE 10 – AUGUST 31

Tickets:
hvshakespeare.org 
845/265-9575 
Performing at Boscobel House and Gardens
Garrison, New York

Othello

Two Gentlemen 
of Verona

The Liar

It’s all about you.

Excited about the Pleasantville Music Festival 
Saturday, July 12? We are. Great bands. Great times. In a 

great village. And PCTV is going to be there to cover it as 

always. Want a preview of this year’s artists? Watch 

Catching Up with Mayor Peter Scherer any 

day on PCTV at 8 am, 2 pm, or 8 pm to get a peek at who’s 

playing. Or watch online at pctv76.org. Be in the 

know before the show.

 
   

SEE THE BEST 
OF THE FEST 
(BEFORE ALL THE REST)



July 15 - July 21, 2014 The Examiner24
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BOYS’ LACROSSE
2014

A Look Back

Greeley’s Jack Grossman (left) and Alex Ives 
celebrate after a Quaker goal.

Greeley’s Sam Mishkind takes the ball to the cage 
during a Quaker home game.

Adam Markhoff  of  Fox Lane looks for an open 
teammate early in the season.

Connor Morley of  Byram Hills has possession of  
the ball in a home game vs. Greeley.

Horace Greeley’s Zander Levitz goes airborne to 
unleash a shot.

Briarcliff’s Stefano Paone tries to run 
past Pleasantville’s Lucas Cohen.

Pleasantville’s Greg Drillock gets a step on the 
defense in the Panthers’ win at Mahopac.

Ricky Grassi of  Westlake tries to slip past 
Briarcliff’s John Plimpton.

Byram Hills’ Dillon Carlin races toward the cage in a game vs. visiting Pelham.

Pleasantville’s Austin Tomasetti tries to maintain possession as he’s sandwiched between David Lachs 
and Matt Grotta of  Byram Hills.
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James Gorman runs with the ball during a Westlake 
home game.
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John Plimpton of  Briarcliff  gets set to fire a shot 
at the goal.

Byram Hills goalie Wes Cutler falls on top of  
Pleasantville’s Brendan Halloran during a battle 
in front of  the cage. 

Left: Fox Lane’s Cullen Morgan prepares to send 
a shot at the cage vs. visiting Suffern.

Right: Alex Hartman of  Horace Greeley controls 
the ball.

Westlake goalie John Hayes keeps his eyes on the 
ball vs. the Briarcliff  Bears.

Fox Lane goalie Phil Grecco chases after an errant 
shot vs. the Lakeland/Panas Rebels.

Josh Della Puca of  Pleasantville moves to the cage 
as Byram Hills’ David Lachs defends.

Payton Levine of  Byram Hills searches for a 
teammate during the sectional championship 
game vs. Yorktown.

Pleasntville’s Owen Reda protects the ball while 
being defended by Fox Lane’s Ryan Luparello in a 
game won by the Panthers in overtime.

Briarcliff’s Greg Kramer moves the ball up the field in transition for the Bears.

Andrew Harrison looks for a scoring opportunity in Fox Lane’s easy win over New Rochelle.



July 15 - July 21, 2014 The Examiner26

26

To purchase a digital file, 
email us at 

photos@
theexaminernews.com. 
Just include the name of  

the student athlete  
featured in the picture  

or pictures you’re  
interested in buying, the Tuesday 

publication date in which  
the image or images appeared  

and the page number or numbers.  
Photos are $20 each.

Like
our 

SPorTS 
PhoToS? 

advertising@theexaminernews.com 
www.theexaminernews.com

914-864-0878

Advertise With Us, It Works!

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

Professional Handyman Service:
“I have had great success with Examiner advertising. When I 

moved to this area 4 years ago I began my advertising campaign 
with them and my phone immediately started ringing. People 

always mention that they saw my ad in The Examiner and also 
tell me how much they enjoy the paper.”

Yorktown Pet
“I placed an ad in the Examiner’s Easter promotion. The ad 

was cute and funny. I was amazed at the positive response and 
phone calls I received. The Examiner has a great art dept. and 

they are a pleasure to work with..”

Thornwood Wines & Spirts:
“We were very pleased with the results of our holiday

advertising. People brought the ad in as they did their shopping. 
We plan on increasing our advertising with The Examiner in the 

upcoming year.”
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By A.J. Martelli
Hunter Lockwood had already put 

an end to two games this season with 
walk-off homers in extra innings. So on 
Saturday night with the Hudson Valley 
Renegades and the Batavia MuckDogs 
stuck in a 10-10 stalemate in the bottom 
of the 11th inning at Dutchess Stadium, 
there wasn’t anyone else Renegades fans 
wanted to see stepping up to the plate.

With teammate Casey Gillaspie leading 
off first base, Lockwood took a mighty 
swing and drove the ball high over the 
foul pole in left field, a towering moon 
shot that lifted the Renegades to a thrilling 
12-10 win over Batavia in a seesaw game 
they led by five runs after six innings. 

Lockwood could hardly believe he was 
able to duplicate the same walk-off magic 
he had provided just a week earlier against 
Staten Island.

“It’s a great feeling – as a team the 
wildest game of the year,” said Lockwood 
after his ninth home run of the season 
as whipped cream from his jubilant 
teammates still covered some of his  face. 
“It was just a pitch that was middle-in and 
I was just trying to hit something hard; 
got my barrel on it and got it good enough 
that it went over the fence.”

Hudson Valley manager Tim Parenton 
wasn’t exactly surprised by Lockwood’s 
heroics, and had plenty of faith that 
any one of his players could have come 
through if needed.

“Casey got on, and if Casey didn’t win it 
with a swing Hunter was going to swing,” 
he said. “We weren’t going to bottom-up 
and Hunter just got another pitch, hit it 
out the way he’s done it the last couple of 
times. It’s just one of those things, winning 
a bunch of games at the end.”

Lockwood didn’t just supply the game-
ender in extra innings, but also scored 
the tying run in the bottom of the ninth. 
With the Renegades trailing 10-9, catcher 
Wilmer Dominguez grounded into a 
fielder’s choice, allowing Lockwood to 
scamper in from third to send the contest 
to extra innings.

“The confidence is always high on this 
team,” said Lockwood, who added yet 
another homer in Sunday’s 4-3 loss to the 
MuckDogs. “We have a bunch of guys 
on the team that can perform for us, and 
everybody comes up in certain situations 
and usually gets the job done.”

Long before the game went to extra 
innings, the Renegades were forced to 
bounce back from an early 4-1 deficit. 
They sent 10 batters to the plate and 
scored seven runs in the bottom of the 
fourth before the MuckDogs could 
even record the first out. The offensive 
explosion was highlighted by a booming 
two-run double off the bat of shortstop 
Alec Sole and a well-hit two-run triple 
into the left-center field gap from third 
baseman Coty Blanchard. 

Hudson Valley plated another run in 
the sixth on an RBI single by Gillaspie that 

increased its lead to 9-4 before Batavia 
struck back with an eruption of its own, 
a six-run seventh that left the stunned 
‘Gades suddenly facing a one-run deficit.

“They went up big on us, we came back 
and went up on them – it’s just the way the 
game goes,” Parenton said. “It’s just one 
of those games in baseball where it goes 
back and forth, the even flow. Our guys 
were just able to come back and win it in 
extras. We hung in there and you have to 
credit the whole team for it.”

Relief pitcher Isaac Gil notched the win, 
throwing two clutch innings of scoreless, 
one-hit ball. He had come in to replace 
the starter, Nolan Gannon, whose evening 
ended after allowing four earned runs and 
eight hits over the first four innings. 

Saturday’s win over Batavia improved 
the Renegades’ record this season to 
22-7 and was their 14th in 16 games at 

Dutchess Stadium. With the best record 
in the New York-Penn League, Parenton’s 
strategy from here on out is to simply 
keep grinding.

“We’re going to continue to play 
one through nine every time,” he said. 
“Whoever shows up to play us that day, 
we’re going to show up and play hard.” 

EXTRA INNINGS:  Hudson Valley 
rebounded from Sunday’s loss with 
a resounding 16-4 victory over the 
MuckDogs on Monday afternoon. The 
Renegades scored seven runs in the 
opening inning and wound up with 24 

hits. Grant Kay, making his professional 
debut, belted a three-run homer in his 
first at-bat and wound up hitting for 
the cycle in a memorable start for the 
‘Gades. He finished the day with five hits. 
Gillaspie and Bralin Jackson had four hits 
apiece, while Jace Conrad and Blanchard 
both added three.

The Renegades now play 10 of their next 
11 games on the road. Their only home 
game over that stretch is next Tuesday, 
July 22, when they face the Staten Island 
Yankees in a 7:05 start.  

Lockwood Powers ‘Gades to Another Walk-Off Win 
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Renegades slugger Hunter Lockwood launched 
his third game-winning home run of  the season 
on Saturday evening, lifting Hudson Valley to a 
12-10 win in 11 innings. 

Newcomer Grant Kay delivers one of  his five 
hits in a memorable debut for the Renegades on 
Monday afternoon.

Renegades shortstop Alec Sole ranges far to 
his left for a ground ball up the middle during 
Monday’s 16-4 rout of  the MuckDogs.

Renegades starting pitcher Chris Pike delivers 
to the plate early in Friday’s 6-4 victory over 
Mahoning Valley.

Shortstop Alec Sole waits for the ball to arrive as 
D’vone McClure of  the Mahoning Valley Scrappers 
slides back to second base in Friday’s Renegade 
win.

Hudson Valley second baseman Jace Conrad throws past a pair of  base runners to complete a double 
play in the Renegades’ 16-4 win over Batavia on Monday afternoon.
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Michael’s 
Garden Gate Nursery

Customer Appreciation Sale
Friday, July 18th - Thursday, July 31st

Mon.-Sat. 9-5:30, Sun 10-4

50% OFF
914-666-3177

146 North Bedford Road
Mt. Kisco, Rt. 117

Special Sale
On Outdoor pots

Window Boxes • Planters
25% OFF

All Outdoor Clay, Cement,
Ceramic, Plastic

Michael’s 
Garden Gate Nursery

Customer Appreciation Sale
Saturday July 14th - Tuesday July 31st

Mon.-Sat. 9-5:30, Sun 10-4

50% OFF

914-666-3177
146 North Bedford Road

Mt. Kisco, Rt. 117
SPECIAL SALE

On Outdoor Pots
Window Boxes • Planters

25% OFF
Clay, Cement, Ceramic, Thermolite

TAKE 50% OFF! TAKE 50% OFF! TAKE 50% OFF!

TAKE 50% OFF! TAKE 50% OFF! TAKE 50% OFF!

TAKE 50% OFF!TAKE 50% OFF!TAKE 50% OFF!

FRESH 
STOCK!

FRESH 
STOCK!

FRESH 
STOCK!

FRESH 
STOCK!

ALL SALES FINAL, NO RAINCHECKS, NO FURTHER DISCOUNTS, NO GUARANTEES OR REFUNDS ON SALE ITEMS. 

FRESH
STOCK!

Unusual Plants

and More and Much More

Too Many to List! Ivy and Much More!


