
By Martin Wilbur
The roof of the gazebo in Armonk’s 

Wampus Brook Park collapsed late 
Wednesday morning, and a preliminary 
report cast doubt on whether the 
structure can be salvaged.

The collapse came as the contractor 
hired earlier this year by the Town of 
North Castle, Prime Building Services, 
Inc. of White Plains, was in the midst of  
making major repairs to the deteriorating 
47-year-old gazebo in the town park off 
Maple Avenue.

“I received a phone call (on Wednesday) 
that while they were working on it, the 
supports failed and the roof collapsed,” 
said Town Administrator Joan Goldberg.

North Castle police were notified 
that the roof collapsed onto a vehicle at 
the site at 11:42 a.m., according to the 

department’s blotter. No one was hurt 
in the mishap, officials said. The area 
around the gazebo was quickly cordoned 
off, making the site inaccessible to the 
public.

Goldberg said an Occupational Safety 
and Health Administration (OSHA) 

investigation into the incident was 
completed Friday and the possibility 
exists that the roof may not be able to be 
saved. A final report is expected within 
two weeks, she said.

If that’s the case, Goldberg said it could 

By Martin Wilbur 
Assemblyman David Buchwald 

(D-White Plains) announced last  
Thursday that more than $7 million 
in state and federal funding has been 
allocated for the repaving of two state 
roads mostly in the Town of New Castle.

Work on Route 133 from Route 120 
to the Mount Kisco border will begin 
in September or October while Route 
117 will be repaved from Northern 
Westchester Hospital to the corner 
of Bedford and Manville roads in 
Pleasantville. Preparation for the Route 

By Martin Wilbur
Internal discussions by representatives 

of Chappaqua’s First Congregational 
Church about selling a portion of 
church property for the construction of 
affordable senior housing has prompted 
nearby residents to organize in hopes of 
seeking alternative uses.

Jon Aram, president of the recently 
formed First Chappaqua Neighbors 
Association, said the residents on 
Orchard Ridge Road, Lawrence Farms 
East and several neighboring streets 
learned in late April that the church 
is considering the sale of about five of 
its seven-and-a-half acres to Carmel-
based developer Kearney Realty & 
Development to build up to 50 units on 
the site.

Aram said that the group, which has 
hired an attorney, hopes to work with 
church leaders because the housing 
plan would be too dense and out of 
character with the half-acre residential 

neighborhood.
“Our goal is to build awareness to 

share information with our neighbors 
and to develop a constructive way to 
work with the church on this land use,” 
Aram told The Examiner who spoke on 
behalf of the group.

Aram, who lives directly across the 
street from the church, said residents 
have been concerned that its leaders 
have failed to include neighboring 
homeowners in their deliberations. 

Rev. Martha Jacobs said given that the 
church’s trustees and the congregation 
are still discussing whether to pursue 
the sale and development plan and that 
there has been no application submitted 
to the town it would be premature to do 
the level of outreach the neighbors have 
requested.

If there is a submission, the plan 
would be extensively reviewed by the 
town and various agencies, which is the 
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Affordable Housing Discussions Alarm Chappaqua Church Neighbors

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO
Representatives of  the First Congregational Church on Orchard Ridge Road in Chappaqua continue 
to mull whether to pursue a sale of  some of  its land to a developer for senior affordable housing. 
Neighbors want the congregation’s leadership to explore other options.

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO
The roof  of  the gazebo at Wampus Brook Park in Armonk collapsed last Wednesday. There were no 
injuries, but the gazebo may need to be demolished.
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appropriate time for discussions with the 
larger community to be held, she said. 

“Since everything is very preliminary 
we felt it would be jumping the gun,” said 
Jacobs, who compared the congregation’s 
current discussions to a family that is 
still undecided on a major decision. She 
said a decision could be made within the 

next few weeks.
Jacobs said the church, which has been 

in existence for more than a century, 
has been considering the affordable 
housing plan because it would fulfill 
its mission of serving the community 
while infusing its coffers with a source of 
income that would help the congregation 

remain financially stable. She said the 
congregation’s finances are not in dire 
condition but many houses of worship 
have felt the pressure of declining 
attendance and membership.

Under the preliminary plans, the 
mostly one-bedroom units would be 
built in the northeastern corner of the 
property and wouldn’t be seen from most 
residences. It would also be restricted 
to residents 55 years old and up, Jacobs 
said.

In a letter to neighboring homeowners 
on May 8, Jacobs explained that the 
congregation wanted to hash out the 
matter among themselves.

“We just started the conversation with 
our own Congregation,” Jacobs wrote. 
Last Sunday we had our first meeting 
with the Congregation to solicit their 
thoughts. We owe it to our Congregation 
to first inform them of our thoughts and 
hear their reaction before opening up the 
dialog to the community.”

New Castle Supervisor Robert 

Greenstein and other town officials 
declined to comment on the issue because 
there has been no formal submission to 
the town.

But Aram said that many of the 
neighbors have made a significant 
investment in their homes and have been 
supportive of the church by buying their 
Christmas trees there and patronizing 
the annual barn sale, among other 
functions.

He said the residents want to work 
constructively to help the church 
develop additional programs to increase 
revenues, explore marketing strategies 
and consider alternative land uses that 
would not impact the neighborhood  
and burden the surrounding 
infrastructure.

“Focusing on a short-term transaction 
that could temporarily solve that 
challenge at the risk of dividing the 
church from its neighborhood doesn’t 
seem like the right approach,” Aram said.
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117 job will begin next week with milling 
expected to start during the summer.

“My first priority is the health and safety 
of my constituents, and I’m very pleased 
that these state roads in New Castle and 
the surrounding area will be repaved 
following one of the worst winters in 
recent history,” Buchwald said.

About $2.1 million has been allocated 
in state and federal funds for the 
Route 133 work through the Statewide 
Transportation Improvement Program. 
The project has been accelerated because 
of damage caused by recent storms and 
harsh winter weather.

The Route 117 work will cost $5.1 
million, with money also coming from 
the state and federal government. The 
allocation is separate from the $2 million 

awarded from the federal Highway Safety 
Improvement Program to realign the 
intersection at routes 117 and 172 in 
Mount Kisco and add pedestrian signals 
there.

Buchwald credited Rep. Nita Lowey 
(D-Harrison) for helping to secure the 
federal portion of the money for both 
projects. 

“While we are all relieved that the long, 
bitter-cold winter is behind us, the effects 
of the season are still being felt by many 
commuters and residents every day,” 
Lowey said. “Potholes in roads aren’t just 
a jarring annoyance; they also damage 
cars, force costly visits to the mechanic, 
and require costly repairs for local and 
state taxpayers.”

continued from page 1
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By Neal Rentz
The ongoing controversy over a 

requested rezone to allow for 120,000 
square feet of retail at Chappaqua 
Crossing raged on last week as several 
residents harshly criticized the plan 
during the opening of the public hearing.

Jessica Reinmann, who spoke for a 
group of residents called Citizens for 
Responsible Zoning, read a portion 
of a letter from Michael Sterthous, an 
attorney who has been hired by the 
group. 

“There is no legitimate reason to accept 
a plan for the community that is contrary 
to what was previously designated and 
now is only being changed as a result of 
pressure from non-resident developers 
with no other stake in the town but their 
own economic gain,” the June 23 letter 
stated. 

Reinmann said a new environmental 
review of the project should be required 
by the town board because of changes 
submitted by the developer in April. 
Those revisions, as part of a switch to a 
traditional neighborhood development 
plan transforming the main internal 
roadway into a downtown street, 
would have much different impacts on 
the area as compared to the previous 
plan submitted by developer Summit/
Greenfield, including traffic. 

The plan also includes a 40,000-square-

foot Whole Foods supermarket in a new 
building at the former Reader’s Digest 
property. In 2011, the town approved 
111 residential units that are also part of 
the mixed-use development.

All of the dozen residents who spoke 
during the roughly three-hour hearing 
June 24 panned the project. Some accused 
the three new town board members-
-Supervisor Robert Greenstein and 
council members Lisa Katz and Adam 
Brodsky--of retreating from promises 
they made to the community to oppose 
the rezoning during last year’s campaign. 

Resident Danny Gladstone said the 
new town board members had betrayed 
the residents who voted for them last 
year. The election was “a referendum on 
the issue of Chappaqua Crossing” and it 
appears the new members will vote to 
approve the rezoning even though they 
said they opposed the project in 2013, he 
said. 

“There’s a new board in this town for 
a reason,” Reinmann said, asking that 
the board require a new Supplemental 
Environmental Impact Statement.

She told Dr. John Collins, Summit/
Greenfield’s traffic engineer for the 
project, that she strongly disagreed with 
his contention that the project wouldn’t 
have a major negative impact on local 
roads.

Collins said the study was based on 

similar projects in the county and on 
industry standards accepted by other 
traffic engineers and government 
entities. In addition to Whole Foods, 
Summit/Greenfield representatives said 
last month that a 25,000-square-foot 
gym is also being sought.  

Another resident, Judy Siber, told 
Collins he underestimated the traffic 
that would be generated by Chappaqua 
Crossing. It currently takes her 15 
minutes to drive up on the already 
overburdened Route 117 to reach her 
Cowdin Lane home near the campus 
on weekdays at 6 p.m. Traffic would be 
worse if the project was approved, Siber 
said.

Resident Rita Tobin said the project 
was inappropriate for the area because 
it would increase traffic and have other 
negative impacts on the neighborhood. 

“It’s going to change the character of 
the community,” she said. 

Last month Collins said that while 
the development would increase traffic 
from today’s totals, there would be fewer 
vehicle trips generated in the vicinity 
of the campus because of the revised 
plan. Also, traffic mitigation measures, 
including turn lanes onto Roaring Brook 
Road off of Route 117, would help to 
handle the additional volume.

Despite several criticisms from 
residents, town board members said 

they had reached no decision on the 
developer’s request to rezone. 

The town board voted unanimously to 
adjourn the public hearing until its July 
22 meeting. 

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
Developer Summit/Greenfield’s traffic engineer Dr. 
John Collins at the June 24 Chappaqua Crossing 
public hearing. 

Chappaqua Crossing Opponents Return to Chide Retail Plan
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Fallout From Benchmark Rezone Rejection
Church Rep: Assisted Living Opponents ‘Intimidated’ P’ville Officials
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By Janine Bowen
A representative of the United 

Methodist Church in Pleasantville 
charged that village board members who 
voted against Benchmark Senior Living’s 
rezone application last week were 
intimidated by outspoken opponents of 
the proposed assisted living facility.

Ron Pramschufer, stewardship and 
finance chairman for the church, which 
owns the land where Benchmark project 
would have constructed the building, 
said village trustees caved to pressure 
when they turned down the application 
that would have been beneficial to the 
community. 

Although three board members voted 
in favor of Benchmark’s application for 
a floating eldercare zone to build an 
87-unit facility at the church’s 3.9-acre 
property on Bedford Road, a rezoning 
required a four-vote supermajority.

“It was the absolute best project that 
could go on that land … and a small 
group of people who had time on their 
hands--I mean they had plenty of time to 
raise enough Cain--to where they, I feel, 
intimidated the board,” Pramschufer 
said.   

Mayor Peter Scherer, who cast the 
deciding vote, said neither he nor his 
fellow board members were intimidated. 

“I worked pretty darn hard to separate 
aggressive tactics from what I ultimately 
decided to be the valid issues that had 
been raised in the discussion,” Scherer 
said. “I think it’s fair to say that nobody 
was bullied into a yes vote or a no vote.” 

Scherer said some of the tactics 
and comments used by residents who 
opposed the project over the past year 
and a half were regrettable, but believes 
the board did a good job at separating 
the legitimate issues from the rhetoric 
and rumors. 

Eileen West, a Foxwood Condominium 
resident who was opposed to the 
proposal, said she didn’t see any 
intimidation tactics used by opponents, 
but did acknowledge that certain 
residents went too far in their efforts to 
stop the project. 

“I can’t imagine how you intimidate 
a board member but I think that there 
were some inappropriate things,” West 
said. “There were comments made that 
the board was acting unethically and 
there were comments made that the 
board was kowtowing to the wishes of 
Benchmark and I don’t think they were.”

Pramschufer noted the church faced 
similar opposition to other projects 
proposed on the parcel, which has been 
vacant for decades. He criticized some 

of the arguments made against the 
proposed facility, including statements 
made that the units would have been too 
expensive for Pleasantville residents to 
afford, were biased against people who 
are better off financially. 

Although residents complained that 
the Methodist church failed to work 
closely with residents when considering 
how to develop the property, its doors 
are always open for people to speak with 
church representatives, Pramschufer 
said.

The decision to work with an assisted 
living facility was viewed as an ideal 
partnership because it fit the church’s 
mission and would have been an asset to 
the community, he said. Other options 
won’t be as beneficial to the community.

“There’s going to be something on the 
property,” Pramschufer said. “With the 
assisted living, we picked what we felt 
would be best for not only the church but 
for the community and for Pleasantville 
itself.” 

Although many residents wish to see 
the property remain woodlands, that will 
not happen unless the land is bought for 
the purposes of turning it into a park, 
he said. One option includes building 
another house of worship, which would 
mean the property would be kept off the 

tax rolls. 
“If we put some sort of nonprofit 

facility back there that has people, that 
could be a drain on the school [and] that 
could bring in fewer taxes or no taxes,” 
Pramschufer said. 

The Benchmark proposal projected 
about $400,000 in total annual tax 
revenues. It also could have generated 
higher patronage of village businesses by 
visitors and facility employees, he said.

“There was a lot that the project 
delivered, including tax benefits and 
a benefit to the community at large 
to provide that sort of service in our 
community,” said Scherer. “In the end, the 
balance, for me, arose from the question 
of whether the benefits to the community 

continued on next page

Leadership of  the United Methodist Church in 
Pleasantville will have to decide what to do next in 
the wake of  last week’s village board rejection of  
their rezone request.
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By Janine Bowen
The developers of The Hearth at 

Mount Kisco returned before the village’s 
planning board last Tuesday night with 
a slight revision of their proposed 129-
unit assisted living facility plan. 

The change modifies how the driveway 
comes off of Kisco Avenue, so that the 
turn into and out of the property is less 
sharp. In addition, the plans maintained 
the 28-foot-wide access road, as the 
board requested. 

At a meeting earlier in June, Mark 
Miller, the attorney representing 
developers Hearth Management and 
applicants The Fortus Group, stated that 
his clients wanted a 24-foot-wide access 
road to meet New York City Department 
of Environmental Protection (DEP) 
restrictions for impervious surfaces. 

Although members of the planning 
board favored the revisions, they took 
issue with the rendering that was 
presented. The board requested that 
Miller and project engineer W. Charles 
Ustchchig return with a new set of 

renderings that look at the proposed 
structure from eye level rather than 
from high above.

Once the new drawings are approved 
by the board, the developers will return 
with a more complete set of plans for the 
project. 

“Once we get the go-ahead, we’ll go 
away for a while,” Miller said. “We want 
to come back with DEP approval, we 
want to come back with the amended 
ZBA approval and we want to come 
back to your board with a full set of 
plans addressing all the issues that have 
been raised.” 

Although board member Stanley 
Bernstein was absent, he sent word 
through Village Attorney Whitney 
Singleton that he was outraged the 
application violates the steep slopes 
ordinance. 

Currently, the plans call for a facility 
that contains 89 assisted care units and 
40 dementia care units. 

Church Rep: Assisted Living Opponents 
‘Intimidated’ P’ville Officials

Mt. Kisco Assisted Living Developer 
Agrees to Wider Access Road
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outweighed the disadvantages that the 
extended neighborhood perceived from 
the project, and that was where my 
decision ultimately lay.” 

In addition to the core group of 
outspoken residents, Scherer said he 
received stacks of letters from people 
on both sides of the issue, although 
more were in opposition to the project. 
He explained that evaluation of those 
correspondences was difficult since 
many did not reveal where the letter 
writer lived. As a result, the board 
couldn’t be sure if the sentiments were 
from a village resident or someone who 
lives outside the community. 

“It is not just a popularity contest 
between who likes it and who doesn’t. 
For (the board) it was a matter of 
assessing as clearly and, I think, 
unemotionally as we can, the legitimate 
benefits and the legitimate impact and 
the concerns of people who come at this 
from many different perspectives,” said 
Scherer. 

Currently, the future of the Bedford 
Road parcel is uncertain, but residents 
should not discount the potential for 
Benchmark to return in the future. 

David Steinmetz, the attorney 

representing Benchmark, said that 
while the decision is too fresh to 
determine how to proceed, his client is 
weighing all options.

“Benchmark was certainly 
disappointed with the outcome of the 
board’s vote and is evaluating all of its 
available options very carefully,” said 
Steinmetz.

Scherer said Benchmark may submit 
a revised proposal. It could also appeal 
the board’s decision if its representatives 
believe there was a procedural error.

While officials wait to see what may 
come next, Scherer said the village 
continues to grow its tax base through 
other projects in the pipeline, including 
the Toll Brothers and Trinity Associates 
applications, both on Washington 
Avenue. 

Pramschufer said the Methodist 
church, which had been hoping to pay 
for repairs with the money that the sale 
would have generated, will be able to 
get by for now.

“There’s not a church around that 
doesn’t have a leaky roof and a window 
that doesn’t need fixing, so we’re doing 
okay,” he said. “It’s not like our back is 
up against the wall with maintaining 
the church.”

continued from previous page
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be months before the town could put 
together plans to rebuild one of North 
Castle’s most recognizable symbols.

The contractor had previously 
reported to officials that the structural 
supports were deficient, with the steel 
collars around its concrete columns 
having badly eroded. That resulted 
in an original restoration job costing 
nearly $34,000, which already had been 
approved by the town board.

The board was scheduled to vote on a 
requested change order of an additional 

$17,650.39 at its meeting last Wednesday 
night because Prime Building Services 
discovered that more extensive repairs 
were needed. The board held off taking 
action until officials could assess the full 
scope of the damage and the outcome of 
OSHA’s investigation. 

Supervisor Michael Schiliro vowed 
that regardless of the finding in the 
final OSHA report, the park will have a 
gazebo.

“There will be a gazebo there,” Schiliro 
said. “It may not be the exact same one. 
Every time it’s been restored, repaired 

or improved or it needs something the 
work is done with new materials.”

There is the possibility that money 
could be recovered by either the town’s 
or the contractor’s insurance carrier, 
Goldberg said.

Recreation Supervisor Matt Trainor 
said that given the roof ’s size and weight, 
he expected to find additional problems.

“The possibilities of damage to that 
brick foundation are strong,” he said.

At the town board’s June 25 meeting, 
some of the discussion centered on 
making sure the gazebo looks the same 

when work is completed. 
The gazebo was built through the 

efforts of the Armonk Lions Club in 
1967. There was work done to shore up 
the structure in 1997 and steps were 
added to the front in 2002, said Armonk 
resident Ed Woodyard, one of the chief 
organizers of the town’s Frosty Day, 
which culminates with the Christmas 
tree lighting at the gazebo.

Woodyard said its design was meant 
to have an 1870s or 1880s look so it 
would blend in with the town’s nearby 
Historic District. Before word on Friday 
afternoon arrived that the gazebo may be 
more seriously damaged, he called it “a 
treasure” for the town and urged officials 
to restore it to its original condition.

“The design and the integrity and the 
beauty of that gazebo defines who we are 
as a town, and it’s a symbol of who we 
are and it has to be restored that way,” 
Woodyard said.

It has also been used for the Lions 
Club Fol-de-Rol in early June and the 
Cider and Donut Festival in September, 
among other events, and has been a 
popular spot for wedding pictures. 

Goldberg said it appears that the Small 
Town Theatre Company’s free summer 
concert series at the park, which is slated 
for alternating Saturday nights in July 
and August starting on July 12 at 8 p.m., 
will go on as scheduled. In prior years, 
the structure served as the stage and this 
summer the performers were scheduled 
to return to the refurbished gazebo.

Goldberg said officials reached out to 
the county and the Town of Greenburgh 
for a stage late last week and it appeared 
that one may be available. However, it 
was uncertain where the stage would be 
set up.

Small Town Theatre Company co-
founder Sam Morell said as long as a 
roughly 25-foot stage and some lights 
can be obtained by the town, the concerts 
should go off as scheduled.

The concert series was canceled 
last year because of the deteriorating 
condition of the gazebo.

Gazebo Roof Collapses at Armonk Park; May Not Be Salvageable
continued from page 1
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By Martin Wilbur
The New Castle Town Board voted last 

week to rescind the lease it had granted to 
a Mount Kisco restaurateur to operate a 
bistro at the Chappaqua train station.

The June 24 action came less than a week 
after one of the proprietors passed over for 
the lease, Peter and Erin Chase, submitted 
a petition to officials containing 520 town 
residents’ signatures. The petition forced 
the board to choose between scheduling a 
permissive referendum that would have let 
the public decide whether or not to rescind 
the lease or to revoke the lease on its own. 

The Chases initiated the petition last 
month after claiming that the Request for 
Proposal (RFP) process was flawed and 
unfair.

In May, the town board granted a 10-
year lease with a five-year option to Leslie 
Lampert, the owner of Ladle of Love and 
Cafe of Love in Mount Kisco. Lampert had 
planned to open a bistro called Love at 
10514 at the station this summer.

Supervisor Robert Greenstein, in a 
statement issued last Wednesday, said 
the town’s RFP was fair and attracted 
three strong applicants. His statement 
contended that all the applicants had an 
equal opportunity to review the RFP and 
respond.

“Nevertheless, we’re going to do it 
again,” Greenstein said. “When the Board 
reviewed the referendum petition and 

weighed its options, the most prudent 
choice was to rescind its lease award and 
reopen the selection process once again. 
We invite all prior applicants for leasing 
the Chappaqua Train Station to resubmit 
their proposals for consideration.”

He said the board, when faced with the 
likelihood that there were enough valid 
signatures collected--the law required 347 
signatures of registered voters who live in 
New Castle--it was prudent to restart the 
RFP process. Scheduling a special election 
would have cost thousands of dollars and 
taken at least two months to schedule.

Officials also wanted to move the process 
forward more quickly because the town is 
losing out on $3,300 a month in rent by 
having the space empty, Greenstein said.

He expects a new RFP to be released 
within the next two weeks with the 
submission period lasting 30 days once 
opened. Any proprietor will be able to 
submit proposals, not just those who were 
previously interested.

Erin Chase, who with her husband, 
Peter, own a company that operates 
restaurants and bars across the United 
States and abroad, said the board made 
the correct decision even if it will delay an 
establishment from opening at the train 
station for several months.

She added that it was important for 
the town to follow an RFP process that is 
transparent and provides each applicant a 

fair opportunity to be considered.
“Everyone involved in the process is 

really happy,” said Chase, who added 
that they remain interested in the space. 
“Hopefully, no one is holding any hard 
feelings against anyone.”

The Chases argued that the town’s 
RFP was fraught with irregularities, 
including having the applicants make their 
presentations to the board before the RFP 
was distributed. Once it was made public, 
there was key information missing.

When reached last week, Lampert said 
she was mulling her options in the wake of 
the decision. 

“I’ve been informed it was rescinded 
and I’m disappointed but I understand 
and respect the Town of New Castle and I 
remain committed to the community,” she 
said.

However, Lampert wasn’t certain 
whether she would respond to a new RFP. 
She planned to look at the new proposal to 
see what it entails. In the coming months, 
she also has a number of charitable 
endeavors that may take her attention 
away from participating, she said.

Meanwhile, the third applicant in the 
latest RFP round, Via Vanti! owner Carla 
Gambescia, also was unsure if she would 
resubmit. However, she was highly critical 
of how the board conducted the process.

Gambescia said the previous proposals 
from the town made it seem that the 

new establishment should be as close to a 
full-fledged restaurant as possible, given 
the  facility’s limitations, including lack 
of a gas line. At the time the lease was 
awarded to Lampert, the board majority 
said they weren’t looking for a full-service 
restaurant.

She said a good RFP is one “where I 
really do understand what the rules of the 
game are, what the goal is.”

“The second piece that I would have 
to assess is can that board be fair to me, 
okay?” Gambescia said. “I think that 
certain members of the board can look at 
me and can assess anything that I did on 
the merits. I think there may be others who 
might not be capable of doing that and 
that would weigh heavily into a decision 
because time is money.”

Gambescia said she has been paying the 
town $1,450 in monthly rent to operate 
the morning coffee and breakfast service, 
which will presumably continue until a 
permanent operator moves in.

Gambescia thought she had been 
awarded the lease from the RFP process 
conducted by the previous administration 
but an agreement was never finalized. 
Shortly after the current board took 
over in January, officials and Gambescia 
quarreled over public access to the depot’s 
bathrooms, prompting the board to restart 
the RFP.

New Castle Town Board Rescinds Chappaqua Train Station Lease
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Mount Kisco Police Department

May 18: A 34-year-old Mount Kisco 
man reported being shot by a paintball 
on North Moger Avenue at 11:01 p.m. 
The victim sustained minor contusions.

May 18: A 20-year-old Mount Kisco 
man, who resembled the description of 
the perpetrator in the paintball attack, 
was arrested on Kirby Plaza at 11:02 
p.m. for obstructing governmental 
administration, a misdemeanor, and 
unlawful possession of marijuana, a 
violation. However, he was not charged 
in the paintball attack.

May 19: A woman reported that a 
male subject was  lying down near a 

parked vehicle on Spring Street at 5 
a.m. The responding officer observed 
the man urinating in the driveway. The 
subject, a 35-year-old Mount Kisco 
man, was charged with trespassing, a 
violation.

May 19: A 39-year-old Mount Kisco 
man was arrested at 10 p.m. and charged 
with unlawful possession of marijuana, 
a violation, on South Moger Avenue.

May 22: A subject arrived at 
headquarters at 12:58 p.m. to report 
a grand larceny at the Saw Mill Club 
on North Bedford Road. However, the 
individual left after failing to complete 
a report.

May 23: A 48-year-old Goldens 

Bridge man was arrested at 6:03 p.m. 
and charged with first-degree criminal 
contempt for violating an order of 
protection.

Pleasantville Police Department
May 18: A caller reported at 3:34 p.m. 

that numerous items were missing from 
her 2012 Nissan Altima that was parked 
on Clark Street. A passport, credit cards 
and about $450 cash were among the 
items taken from the unlocked vehicle.

May 19: A 20-year-old Bronx woman 
was arrested at 7:08 a.m. and charged 
with harassment  after she was involved 
in a dispute with an acquaintance on 
Marble Avenue.

May 25: A Manville Road resident 
reported at 11:40 a.m.  that sometime 
on May 21 or 22 an envelope containing 
$500 was removed from the house. 

North Castle Police Department
May 19: Report of a woman who 

got her hand stuck in a lawnmower at 
Hillside Church on Bedford Road at 
10:20 a.m. The woman’s husband stated 
that he had left the motor running but 
the blades were not engaged. He had no 
idea why she went over to the machine. 
Armonk EMS was dispatched and took 
the woman to Westchester Medical 
Center.

May 19: Call from a residence on 
Brundage in Armonk reporting that a 
30-year-old male fell out of a window 
while trying to throw up at 11:58 p.m. 
The fall was only about four to five 
feet, but the subject’s father stated that 
his son has been acting irrational and 
uncooperative. No drugs or alcohol are 
believed to be involved. Call transferred 
for EMS dispatch.

May 20: A caller from Windmill Place 
reported at 3:39 p.m. that his sister got 
her finger stuck in a Lysol bottle. The 
sister was able to remove her finger but 
EMS was still requested to the scene.

Brooklyn Man Nabbed in Thornwood Rogaine Theft
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By Sam Barron
A 35-year-old Brooklyn man was 

arrested and charged with fourth-degree 
grand larceny after allegedly stealing 
Rogaine from the CVS Pharmacy in the 
Thornwood Town Center on May 23.

Cecil Williams was being held at the 
Westchester County Jail in Valhalla last 
week on $5,000 bail or $10,000 bond in 
connection with the theft. 

Police said shortly after 3:30 p.m., the 
store’s manager reported seeing a person 

filling his shopping bag with the anti-
balding product and then fleeing the store 
without paying. The subject headed into 
the Village of Pleasantville, where he was 
spotted but not captured.

Pleasantville and Westchester County 
police assisted Mount Pleasant cops in the 
search, but it was called off at about 5:15 
p.m. Pleasantville police recovered the 
bag of Rogaine after Williams discarded 
it, authorities said.

At 7:15 p.m., a resident of Stevenson 

Terrace in Briarcliff reported seeing 
a person run through their backyard 
and heading toward Ledgewood Lane. 
Five minutes later, two Mount Pleasant 
police officers apprehended Williams and 
arrested him.

Mount Pleasant Police Chief Louis 
Alagno said Williams was likely stealing 
the Rogaine so he could sell it to small 
markets in New York City. 
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Major Delays Expected on Sprain, Taconic 
Parkways This Week

Motorists should expect delays on the 
Sprain and Taconic parkways in Mount 
Pleasant and New Castle during certain 
hours this week through Wednesday,  
July 2.

The left and middle lanes of the 
southbound Taconic State Parkway 
will be closed between Route 134 
and Pleasantville Road for routine 
maintenance on the bridge carrying the 
Taconic over routes 100 and 133 in New 
Castle. The closures will take place from 
10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

There will also be lane closures on the 

Sprain Brook Parkway that will cause 
long traffic delays during the daytime and 
overnight hours as a result of demolition 
of the Route 100 bridge over the parkway. 
The closures will occur between Route 
100C and the Taconic in Mount Pleasant.

Motorists should expect single or 
double lane closures between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. on the Sprain 
Brook northbound and between 11 a.m. 
and 3 p.m. in the southbound direction.  
Additionally, lanes will be closed between 
9 p.m. and 6 a.m. northbound and 
between 9 p.m. and 5 a.m. southbound.

Obituary

Westchester Examiner News 
1/4 page 
7/1/14

Notice of Extension of Comment Period for Public Scoping 
The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC),
as lead agency, has determined that the proposed modification to the NYSDEC
State Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (SPDES) Permit for the Catskill
Influent Chamber (Catalum SPDES Permit No. 026 4652), to incorporate
measures to control turbidity in water diverted from Ashokan Reservoir and to
postpone dredging of alum floc at Kensico Reservoir until completion of certain
infrastructure projects, may have a significant adverse impact on the
environment and a Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) must be
prepared. In addition, NYSDEC is conducting a formal scoping process to
receive public comments on the scope of the DEIS. A Draft Scoping Document
has been prepared by the project sponsor and is currently being circulated for
public comment. The scope and list of public repositories are available at NYS
DEC's website at: http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/79771.html and the New York
City Department of Environmental Protection (NYCDEP) website:
www.nyc.gov/dep/environmentalreviews
The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will evaluate the potential for
significant adverse environmental impacts to occur from implementation of the
turbidity control measures proposed to be incorporated into the Catalum
SPDES Permit (Turbidity Control Measures), as well as from the postponement
of dredging in the Kensico Reservoir. Implementation of the turbidity control
measures analyzed in this EIS would allow NYCDEP to continue to provide
reliable, clean, and safe drinking water while reducing reliance on chemical
treatment of the water supply, specifically the use of alum, during episodic
turbidity events. The comment period has been extended, and written
comments on the draft scope will now be accepted until the close of business
on August 22, 2014. Comments can be delivered by hand, or sent by regular
mail, commercial delivery service, fax transmittal or email, to the NYSDEC
contact person below:

Contact:
Stephen Tomasik, NYSDEC - Division of Environmental Permits 

625 Broadway, 4th Floor, Albany, NY 12233-1750, 
Fax: (518) 402-9168.

Email comments can be accepted at:
Ashokan@gw.dec.state.ny.us
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Jean Arco
Jean Arco of Valhalla died on June 28. 
She was 93.
Arco was born on March 4, 1921, 

to the late Achille and Grace Orofino 
in New York City. She was the former 
owner-operator of Arco Cleaning in 
Mount Kisco. 

Arco was predeceased by her devoted 
husband, George Arco, in 1990. She is 
survived by her loving children, George 
(Kim) Arco, of Mount Kisco and William 
(Lurline) Arco; her grandchildren 

William and Michael; and many nieces 
and nephews. 

Arco was an avid reader, enjoyed 
genealogy and had a great love of family. 

Visitation at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home is scheduled for today (Tuesday) 
from 2 to 4 p.m. and 7 to 9 p.m. A funeral 
Mass will be held at Holy Name of Jesus 
Church in Valhalla. on Wednesday, July 
2 at 10 a.m. followed by interment at 
Gate of Heaven Cemetery in Hawthorne.

Irene Muscolino
Irene J. Muscolino, formerly of 

Pleasantville, died on June 22. 
She was 63.
Muscolino was born on Oct. 15,1950, 

to the late William and Helen Walkewich 
in New York City. She was a colorist for 
Intercos International Cosmetics in 
Congers. 

Muscolino is survived by her loving 
children, Rose Anna (Brian) Zeitchick, 
of New City and Kristopher (Janine) 
Muscolino of Yorktown Heights; her 

five cherished grandchildren, Nicholas, 
Natalie and Anthony Muscolino and 
Arielle and Talia Zeitchick; and her 
former husband, Robert Muscolino, of 
Pleasantville. 

No visiting hours were scheduled. A 
funeral Mass was held on June 27 at Holy 
Rosary Church in Hawthorne. Interment 
was private. 

In lieu of flowers, donations to Rosary 
Hill Home, 600 Linda Ave., Hawthorne, 
N.Y. 10532 would be appreciated.   

Emma Mezzone
Emma Mezzone, most recently of 

Somers and formerly of Hawthorne, died 
on June 21.

She was 81.
Mezzone was born on May 2, 1933, to the 

late Giustino and Carmela DiRenzo in the 
Bronx. She was a retired real estate broker 
with Century 21 Haviland in Pleasantville. 
Mezzone will be remembered as one 
whose love for cooking was only surpassed 
by her love for family. 

She is survived by her devoted husband, 
George A. Mezzone, of Somers; her 
loving daughters, Susan Lovequist and 
Georgianne M. (Joseph) Berte, both of 
Katonah; two sisters, Glayds Passarelli of 

the Bronx and Norma (Rocco) Perillo of 
Boca Raton, Fla.; and her two cherished 
grandchildren, Jacqueline and Stephen 
Berte. She was predeceased by her two 
sisters, Hilda Tobia and Edna Sclafani. 

Visitation was at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home on June 24. A funeral Mass was 
held at Holy Rosary Church on June 25 
followed by interment at Gate of Heaven 
Cemetery in Hawthorne. 

In lieu of flowers, donations to either 
Support Connection of Yorktown, 40 
Triangle Center, Yorktown Heights, N.Y. 
10598 or Food Bank for Westchester, Inc., 
200 Clearbrook Rd., Elmsford, N.Y. 10523 
would be appreciated.
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By Martin Wilbur
The North Castle Town Board last 

week authorized the signing of a new 
CSEA labor contract but not before 
several residents criticized officials 
for failing to involve the public in the 
process before voting.

The board agreed to a new five-year 
pact retroactive to Jan. 1, 2012, for CSEA 
Unit I and Unit II that carries 1.5 percent 
annual pay increases for each of the first 
three years. Union members will also see 
a 2 percent salary hike for 2015 and a 2.5 
percent raise for 2016.

CSEA Unit I includes the 18 highway 
department employees while Unit II 
covers most of the current clerical 
workers and Town Hall staff, said Town 
Administrator Joan Goldberg. Currently, 
there are 44 Unit II employees with 
several positions vacant,  she said.

Goldberg said while union members 
benefit from the salary increases, they 
agreed to a list of concessions. Those 
include a sharp decrease in the starting 
salary of laborers from $55,504 to 
$38,500; for all new hires a reduction 
in paid holidays from 15 to 12 a year 
and a decrease in annual sick days from 
either 12 or 15 to eight; two floating 
holidays for all workers instead of three; 

three personal days instead of five; and 
an increase in new employees’ health 
insurance contributions from either 15 
or 20 percent to 25 percent.

It also enables the town to hire a 
private contractor as long as the union 
jobs aren’t jeopardized.

The two bargaining units ratified the 
contract last Wednesday before the board 
took its action at that night’s meeting.

“It’s a big step for the town,” Goldberg 
said. “I really have to say that the union 
was so cooperative.”

However, several speakers at the 
June 25 board meeting accused officials 
of lacking transparency because they 
were prepared to move ahead with 
granting Supervisor Michael Schiliro 
the authorization to sign the agreement 
without discussing the key points 
publicly.

Developer Michael Fareri, former town 
budget and finance task force president 
William Potvin and former supervisor 
Howard Arden took the board to task 
for its handling of the negotiations. They 
agreed that with so much of the town’s 
budget tied to employee salaries and 
benefits, it can have far-reaching effects 
on the town for years.

“It has not been available to the public 
to read and I think if you approve it 
tonight, I think it will further force 
you into another litigation suit because 
it’s unfair,” Fareri said. “It’s the major 
portion of the town’s budget and every 
resident of this community has the right 
to review it, comment on it and to ask 
questions on it.”

Potvin said it would be beneficial for 
the board to schedule a public hearing to 
discuss the key issues.

“I think the taxpayers need to 
understand what you’re up against, how 
much you are shooting for, what was 
your strategy in getting there and what 
were the concessions you had to make,” 
he said.

Schiliro responded that labor 
negotiations are the responsibility of 
the town board and because they’re 
confidential the substance of those 
negotiations must remain in private until 
an agreement is reached.

“We’re elected to do that and there 
are people assigned to do that. It’s 
not the entire town that’s involved 
in labor negotiations,” Schiliro said. 
“We’re elected to (do) that and we have 
negotiators to help us do that.”

Town Attorney Roland Baroni was 
even more blunt in his assessment of the 
critics.

“No one has a public hearing on a 
labor negotiation,” he said. “Have you 
tried that with the schools? Nobody does 
that. You’re asking for something that’s 
ridiculous.”

The discussion became more heated 
when Arden chided the board for failing 
to use the services of the town’s labor 
negotiator, Michael Richardson, during 
the bargaining. Arden said he had 
spoken to Richardson, who told him he 
was forced out.

“So you had a conversation about 
confidential information when you’re no 
longer an employee of the town?”Schiliro 
asked Arden.

“No, I had a conversation with a friend 
after he left the employment of the town,” 
Arden shot back.

Schiliro and Goldberg later denied 
that Richardson had left the town and 
remains under contract. Goldberg 
said Richardson, who the town has an 
agreement with through 2016, was less 
involved in the Unit II negotiations but 
worked with officials on both agreements.

No. Castle Approves New CSEA Contract Dispite Critics’ Charges

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

Tickets for Sale On-line and at
The Village Bookstore 10 Washington Ave. Pleasantville

The Art of Wine 1 Cooley St. Pleasantville

The Pleasantville Music Festival
July 12, 2014

www.pleasantvillemusicfestival.com

Ian Hunter & The Rant Band
Amy Helm & The Handsome Strangers

Augustana • Scars on 45 • Grizfolk
Leroy Justice • Jessica Lynn • Ben Fuller
Spuyten Duyvil • Erin Hobson Compact

Blues Mothers • American Pin-Up
Stone Cold Fox

10th Annual PLEASANTVILLE

The Pleasantville Music Festival
July 12, 2014
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Mount Kisco Police Department

June 20: An arrest was made on Kiscona 
Road at 7:15 p.m. The matter is still under 
investigation an no information was 
released by the department.

June 24: A caller reported at 1:19 a.m. 
that the odor of marijuana was coming 
from a Carpenter Avenue residence. The 
responding officer found no evidence of 
marijuana use at the location.

June 24: Report of possible squatters on 
West Hyatt Avenue at 7:48 a.m. Officers 
responded to the location and found litter 
and various debris at the scene but no one 
was located.

June 24: The manager of the Laundromat 
on Lexington Avenue reported at 8:41 
a.m. that an unknown person damaged a 
vending machine. No suspect was located.

June 25: The new owner of a Smith 
Avenue house reported at 10:21 a.m. that 
an apparently abandoned motor vehicle 
was parked on his property. A check 
of the vehicle revealed that it had valid 
registration. Police did not release the 
name of the car’s owner but it didn’t belong 
to the homeowner.

June 27: A 61-year-od man was arrested 
at 1:26 a.m. and charged with DWI 
following a traffic stop on Main Street.

Pleasantville Police Department

June 25: A village employee reported at 
9:47 a.m. that a street sign was run over 
by a motor vehicle on Pleasant Avenue. 
The vehicle left a trail of fluid from the 
location to a house on the street where 
it was found parked. The responding 

officer went to the residence but no one 
answered. Follow-up inquiries will be 
made.

June 25: A 52-year-old Pleasantville 
man reported at headquarters at 10:37 
a.m. that his 2011 Hyundai Sonata was 
keyed and trash was left on it while parked 
outside of his Choate Lane home.

June 25: Report of a disturbance 
at 9:17 p.m. on Washington Avenue. 
The disturbance was a boyfriend-
girlfriend dispute between a 57-year-
old Pleasantville man and a 42-year-old 
Chappaqua woman.

June 27: A caller reported a possible 
larceny at the 7-Eleven on Bedford Road 
at 2:34 a.m. A woman was seen stealing 
two bottles of beer before leaving the 
scene. The matter is under investigation.

North Castle Police Department

June 20: Report of a white box truck, 
possibly a food delivery truck, having 
struck a utility pole on Tripp Lane at 11:16 
a.m. There appeared to be no injuries. 
A second caller reported that the truck 
apparently attempted to leave the scene 
with front end damage.

June 23: A complainant reported at 
1:18 p.m. that three males youths are 
causing damage to the bench and glass 
to the bus stop on Maple Avenue. The 
responding officer identified the three 

youths. A report will follow.
June 23: The clerk at a Main Street gas 

station requested an officer to respond 
to file a report for damage to the door at 
11:15 p.m. The clerk stated that the door 
was accidentally damaged by a customer.

June 24: At 8:29 a.m., Chief Simonsen 
reported that complaints have been 
received regarding a large roll-off 
dumpster and truck parked on Business 
Park Drive for several days. He will follow 
up with the building department on the 
matter.

June 24: A cell phone caller reported 
at 1:11 p.m. that a male landscaper was 
unconscious on Wago Avenue. Call 
transferred to 60 Control for response.

June 24: Complainant reported at 
3:54 p.m. that she had problems seeing 
traffic when attempting to turn from 
Nannyhagen Road onto Route 120 
because the grass is too high.

June 24: A Windmill Road resident 
reported at 6:55 p.m. that a hunting arrow 
landed in her backyard while her children 
were playing. An officer is responded to 
the scene.

June 25: Report of a possible burglary 
on Wampus Lakes Drive at 4:55 p.m. The 
complainant reported that she returned 
home to find her front door ajar and what 
appears to be damage to the lock. The 
resident was advised to wait outside the 
house for the officers’ arrival.

Police Blotter

Registration This Week for Summer ESOL 
Classes at Mt. Pleasant Library

drink happy.
741 Bedford Road, Bedford Hills, NY 10507 | 914.666.7272 

vineandcompany.com

ALTHOUGH WE'RE EXPERTS; 
DON'T JUST TAKE OUR WORD FOR IT. 

try. then buy.

WE HAVE 8 SELECTIONS AVAILABLE TO TASTE EACH AND EVERY DAY
STOP IN AND BECOME AN EXPERT YOURSELF!

The Mount Pleasant Public Library 
will hold free English for Speakers of 
Other Languages classes in partnership 
with Southern Westchester BOCES. 
The classes, which begin July 8 and 
run through  Aug. 14, meet on Tuesday 
and Thursday evenings from 5:45 to 
8:45 p.m.  

Registration is required and will take 
place at the library on today (Tuesday) 
and Thursday, July 3, from 5:45 to 8:45 
p.m. Space is limited for the class.

Contact Debbie Jordon at the 
library at 914-769-0548 ext. 215 or call 
Southern Westchester BOCES at 914-
332-1686. 
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By Neal Rentz
The Mount Pleasant Board of 

Education is poised to hire an architect 
and a contracting company for a 
possible bond issue vote later this year 
carrying a price tag of as much as $50 
million.

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Susan 
Guiney said last week the district is 
on target to hire the Mount Kisco-
based KG&D Architects & Engineers 
and Arris Contracting Co., Inc. of 
Poughkeepsie when the school board 
meets next on July 9.

Guiney said the board of education 
would likely vote in September to 
schedule an October or November date 
for a referendum. 

The school board will determine the 
price tag for the bond during discussions 
over the summer, she said. Board of 
Education President James Grieco said 
recently the bond could be between $45 
million and $50 million and repaid over 
a period of up to 20 years.

KG&D had been working with 
the 31-member Facilities Steering 

Committee, which addressed the 
board of education on June 4 about its 
recommendations for what should be 
included in a proposition.

Most of the work will focus on the 
middle school and high school. Some 
of the committee’s  recommendations 
included a new two-story science wing 
with additional labs for the two schools; 
a new artificial turf field for the middle 
school and high school along with a 
press box; a common suite for nurses 
and new fitness rooms; creation of a 
second access point to the campus; 
and renovations at the high school 
auditorium. 

The committee also recommended 
funding to renovate walkways and 
entrances at the district’s two elementary 
schools.

Paul Tozzi, president of Arris 
Contracting, which will provide 
construction management, said 
the company would be involved in 
planning, setting up timelines for the 
work and budgeting. 

Tozzi said  his company stresses 

holding down costs. There are no extra 
expenses to the district if the bond 
projects are not completed on time, he 
said. 

“We make sure to stay within the 
budget,” Tozzi said.

Arris Contracting Executive Project 
Manager John Patrick Jackson said 
once construction begins his company 

oversees the contractors. All documents 
used during construction are available 
to district officials via its website, he 
said.

As much work would be completed 
during periods when school in not in 
session. If work has to be done during 
non-vacation periods, much of it would 
be scheduled between 3:30 and 11 p.m.

Mt. Pleasant Schools Move Forward With Bond Preparation Plans

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

Welcome Aboard
The Mount Pleasant Board of  
Education voted unanimously 
on June 25 to hire Anne Stern 
as assistant principal at both 
Columbus and Hawthorne 
Elementary schools, effective 
Tuesday, July 1. Stern, a White 
Plains resident, will earn a 
$127,281 salary. The new 
position was created for the 
upcoming school year to provide 
additional administrative help 
at the district’s two elementary 
schools.

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
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By Dr. Eva Rosemarin
Everyone loves to be outside in the 

sun. The sun makes you feel so good.
However, the downside of being in 

the sun is that it causes various types 
of skin cancer, the most serious being 
melanoma. Being in the sun can be a 
happy experience, if you follow a few 
suggestions.
1. Avoid direct exposure to the sun 

between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m.
2. Wear protective clothing and eye 

wear.
3. Wear sunscreen.

There are two basic categories of 
sunscreen: Mechanical (zinc and 
titanium) and chemical, which include 
all others. Both are equally effective 
but the first should be used on sensitive 
skin, which includes young children. 
While zinc and titanium dioxide are 
safe in cream form, spray formulas can 
release fine particles in the air, which 
may be dangerous when inhaled. 

No sunscreen provide complete 
protection regardless of Sun Protective 
Factor (SPF). An SPF of at least 30 

should be worn outside. Some of the 
higher SPF numbers can be associated 
with more rashes.

Sunscreen needs to be reapplied every 
two to three hours as it will wash off 
with water or perspiration, even if the 
label says waterproof. Remember a lot 
of skin damage occurs due to sunburn 
when young and these accumulate as 
we age. The best sunscreen is one which 
you enjoy using and use regularly. 

Have a happy summer in the sun.
Dr. Eve Rosemarin is clinical professor 

of pediatrics at Westchester Medical 
Center and practices at Chappaqua 
Pediatrics. She can be reached at 914-
238-8550.

Anyone who followed the twists and 
turns of Benchmark Senior Living’s 
rezone request to accommodate its 
assisted living facility was well aware 
that it was one of the most difficult 
votes in the village’s recent history.

With municipalities looking for new 
revenues to help cope with the realities 
of the tax cap, the village board was in 
a tough spot from the beginning. Does 
it approve the rezone, which would 
then likely result in a project approval 
and the estimated $400,000 revenues 
that it would produce for the schools 
and village? Or does it side with the 
neighbors who understandably were 
watching out for their interests but not 
necessarily the interests of the entire 
village?

Subtract some of the more over-the-
top comments, reasonable arguments 
could be made for each side. And unless 

there is a psychic on the board, no one 
could know for certain whether either 
option would be the correct choice.

What is disconcerting, however, 
is that with the two votes registered 
against the rezone--a supermajority was 
required to approve--the explanations 
from village Trustee Steven Lord and 
Mayor Peter Scherer about why they 
voted against the rezone were woefully 
inadequate.

Lord, less than three months into his 
first term on the board at the time of the 
vote, can be at least partially excused. 
However, Scherer’s wishy-washy 
explanation, at best, for voting against 
the project was confusing.

Listening to comments from the 
board members who favored the rezone, 
rightly or wrongly, you understood why 
they reached their decision. If you left 
the meeting or shut off the television 

before the vote, it was nearly impossible 
to predict with any confidence how 
Scherer’s vote would go.

For a board veteran who has 
always been a straight shooter, it was 
disappointing. The most important 
vote, at least in the past seven years, and 
it’s still not apparent why the resolution 
failed.

Likely out of frustration, Ron 
Pramschufer, the United Methodist 
Church’s stewardship and finance 
chairman, charged that the board was 
intimidated by the outspoken neighbors. 
One could understand his sentiments, 
even if they were misguided.

Certainly before next March’s 
village elections, the public is owed a 
more substantial explanation. It’s just 
unfortunate it didn’t come last week.

I know we live in an age of entitlement, 
where many believe that rules should be 
bent to suit our whims, but the attitude 
expressed in last week’s letter (“Ticket 
Happy Mount Kisco Loses Neighboring 
Resident’s Business”) is simply too self-
centered to go without comment. 

The writer periodically forgets to add 
money to the parking meter and then 
gets parking tickets; forgets to have her 
car inspected on time and gets cited for 
an expired inspection sticker—and the 
fault lies with the town authorities? 

To withhold business from innocent 
merchants because the authorities are 
simply enforcing reasonable rules and 
regulations is unfair and unreasonable. 

To complain that Mount Kisco traffic 
control agents troll the parking lot for 
violations, and then propose that they 
instead spend their taxpayer-funded 
time providing warnings that inspection 
stickers are almost expired is ludicrous. 

How hard would it be to make sure 
the meter is “fed” or to inspect your 
car on time--and then patronize the 
stores that provide the best goods and 
services for your needs? In this difficult 
economy, our area merchants deserve 
no less.

 
Steven R. Biren

New Castle

Correction
In last week’s Know Your Neighbor 

feature on Chloe Collins, the name of an 
Academy of Dance Arts faculty member  
was misspelled. The correct spelling of 
the faculty member’s name is Jennifer 
Pollock. The Examiner regrets the error.
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Editorial
P’ville Residents Owed Better Explanation for Benchmark Rejection

We invite readers to share their 
thoughts by sending letters to the 
editor.  Please limit comments to 
250 words. We will do our best 
to print all letters, but are limited 
by space constraints. Letters are  
subject to editing and may be 
withheld from publication on 
the discretion of the editor.  
Please refrain from personal 
attacks. Email letters to  mwilbur@
t h e e x a m i n e r n e w s . c o m .  
The Examiner requires that all 
letter writers provide their name, 
address and contact information.

Letters Policy
Tickets for Expired Meters and Inspection 
Stickers is a Reasonable Regulation

Guest Column
Applying Proper Sunscreen Can Insure Skin Health and Summer Fun
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By Martin Wilbur
It seems natural that Michael Gagliardi is 

a member of the Armonk Fire Department, 
even though he’s just 18 years old and 
graduated from Byram Hills High School 
last week. 

Gagliardi has been familiar with the 
firehouse for most of his life. At eight or 
nine years old he’d go to be around the fire 
trucks, something that a lot of boys that age 
might find enjoyable.

To understand Gagliardi’s attraction to 
his local fire department, though, you don’t 
have to go looking too far. His grandfather, 
after moving to Armonk in 1967, joined the 
volunteer department, as did his father in 
1995, the same year Gagliardi was born. He 
also has an uncle who’s a member.

“I grew up with it,” said Gagliardi, the 
oldest of four children. “I went to all the 
Labor Day picnics and saw all the cool 
things they do. So I kind of knew what it 
was and was accustomed to it so it wasn’t 
like a foreign thing to me.”

All the more impressive was that 
Gagliardi, who officially became  a member 
in April 2012, was able to complete his 

roughly 90 hours of training while excelling 
in his studies and playing two sports, 
football and lacrosse. 

Although during his junior year his first 
priority was his schoolwork, including 
preparing and sitting for SATs and looking 
at colleges, he made as many calls as he 
could. In the fall Gagliardi will head to 
Union College in Schnectady to begin an 
eight-year medical program to start the long 
journey to becoming a doctor. After the first 
four years at Union, the program continues 
at Albany Medical College.

He said the best part of volunteering is 
responding to help others who are in need 
of assistance.

“When you see other people that actually 
are in trouble it puts things in perspective,” 
Gagliardi said. “You see people who are in 
need of your help and if you go help them it 
makes you feel better about yourself.”

Recently, Gagliardi was recognized for 
his efforts by the Fireman’s Association of 
the State of New York, an organization that 
represents the interests of about 92,000 
volunteer firefighters and emergency 

medical personnel statewide. Gagliardi 
won the Gerard J. Buckenmeyer Volunteer 
Scholarship, one of 15 recipients of the 
award statewide out of about 130 applicants. 
He was honored at his school’s award 
ceremony, receiving a $1,000 scholarship 
for service to the community. 

“It’s great to get some recognition for 
what you did,” said Gagliardi, who received 
a recommendation from the department’s 
chief and wrote an essay on his experiences. 

While it may not be unusual for high 
school students to join their local volunteer 
fire department,  at a time when most 
volunteer services are desperately seeking 
to bolster their ranks, it’s comforting to 
see young blood come into a department. 

Gagliardi said he’s one of five students this 
year at Bryam Hills who, including a brother 
who’s about a year younger than him.

Despite being involved with some tough 
weather this past winter and going back 
to Superstorm Sandy, and fighting a rash 
of fires late last year, Gagliardi said he has 
learned quickly about how not to let a 
difficult situation distract him, especially 
when someone might lose a house.

“When you’re at the scene you focus on 
the job at hand,” Gagliardi said. “I really 
don’t think about that so much. Afterwards 
you feel sorry for the people. You did what 
you could do. If you could do more, you 
would.”

Until he goes off to college, Gagliardi 
plans to make as many calls as he can this 
summer, and then continue to volunteer 
when he returns from school during the 
winter, spring and summers breaks. Going 
forward, whether he lives in Armonk or 
somewhere else, Gagliardi is hopeful he can 
continue serving depending on time.

Going through the training and serving 
the community is recommended for 
anybody.

“Overall, it was definitely a good 
experience and you learn a lot,” Gagliardi 
said. “Even if you don’t do this for the rest 
of your life, you still have the knowledge, 
so you kind of know what to do more than 
somebody who is the average person.

“It’s good knowledge, practical 
knowledge,” he continued. “It’s a good 
experience.”
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Michael Gagliardi

Student/Volunteer Firefighter, Armonk

NEW YORKERS 
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We play a unique role here in the greatest city on earth. Indian Point produces about 
one quarter of the power for New York City and Westchester. And we do it at lower 
cost than other producers, and with virtually no greenhouse gas emissions. At Indian 
Point, we’re Powering New York in ways you might not expect.

Learn more about the true value of Indian Point to our area, 
as well as the $1 billion we’ve invested in the safety of our plant in recent years, 

at SafeSecureVital.com/PoweringNY

Indian Point Energy Center

POWERING NEW YORK
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By Neal Rentz
Developing film and using a camera 

that is anything other than digital or part 
of a phone these days may seem so 20th 
century. After all, it’s keeping up with 
the new technology as much as using a 
typewriter or pay phone.

But new Westlake High School graduate 
Julia Specht has a different take. She has 
excelled at using old-school methods 
of photography. Last week it earned her 
an exhibit at The Framing Gallery in 
Hawthorne.

Specht said she developed her passion 
for photography during her sophomore 
year in Photography I, a class taught by art 
teacher Lauren Morris where digital and 
film photography were used.

“At first I hated the darkroom because I 
thought it was too challenging and that I 
would never get the hang of it,” Specht said. 
“However, I kept working at it and began to 
love the darkroom and film photography.”

She stayed with it and took Photography 
2 as a junior and Photography 3 as a 
senior. This year she also participated in an 
internship in darkroom photography. Her 
project was inspired by Humans of New 
York, a popular website featuring random 
photographs of people in New York City 
taken by Brandon Stanton in a project 
that began in 2010. Stanton set out to 
photograph 10,000 New Yorkers and plot 
their photos on a map. 

Specht said for her internship project 
she originally walked up to random people 
on the street but was met with some 
reluctance, so she decided to change her 
venue. 

Instead she went to craft shows. Many 
of her photos, taken with black and white 
film with her manual focus 35-millimeter 
Canon AE-1 SLR, were taken at a recent 
fair at Lyndhurst in Tarrytown. She spoke 
with and took photos of the craftsmen and 
artisans who were offering their crafts for 
sale. 

“For film, I only use black and white,” 

Specht said “This is because I used my high 
school darkroom, which only allowed me 
to develop in black and white. I prefer this 
way, however, because black and white is 
more traditional, which I love. I also take 
color, digital photos with my Nikon SLR 
for other projects besides my internship.”

Specht said she offered to show 
her photographs at a variety of local 
establishments, but was turned down until 
she was accepted for the weeklong exhibit 
at The Framing Gallery, which ends today 
(Tuesday). 

“I was excited about it,” she said. 

For her project, Specht mostly took 
portraits of people at the crafts fair. She 
found that when her subjects faced her 
when she photographed them instead of 
doing their work, it made the images  more 
powerful. 

Specht said she enjoys the step-by-step 
process of developing photographs from 
negative to print, but the darkroom process 
is quite time consuming. To actually 
develop film into strips of negatives that 
can then be developed can take a few days. 
The first day she winds the film in a small 
canister in a pitch black room and puts the 
film in a tank, then later adds chemicals 
to make the film safe for exposure to 
light. This process takes about an hour-
and-a-half. Then Specht lets the film dry 
overnight. 

The next day Specht makes a contact 
sheet, which displays all of the photos, so 
she can choose which ones she wants to 
develop into large prints, which takes about 
30 minutes. Developing aprint ranges from 
20 minutes to an hour depending on the 
size. More time is spent on the larger prints 
such as the 11-by-14s. 

Specht, who graduated from Westlake 
last Friday, said she isn’t looking to become 
a professional photographer. She is going 
to major in business at Loyola University 
in Maryland but will continue her passion 
of taking photos. 

New Westlake High School graduate Julia Specht, shown here during her exhibit at The Framing Gallery 
in Hawthorne, found a passion for photography in a high school class.

Westlake High Student Takes Photos the Old-Fashioned Way
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When she visited at 
Christmas, my daughter Emma 
alerted me that there must be 
mold in our living room. She 
could sense it as soon as she 
walked into the room, which is 
used only for special occasions 
nowadays.

I looked into each corner of 
the room along the baseboard 
and found no evidence of 
mold. But a thought popped 
into my head and it was a 
correct assumption. 

In one far corner is an early 
19th century chest with a glass 
door-enclosed bookcase on 
top displaying my collection 
of antique books about old 
New York. Sure enough, on the top shelf, 
a whole section of them, neglected for 
some time, was covered with a powdery 
film of bluish, dusty mold.

I closed the doors and thought, oh well, 
might as well ignore it for a bit longer, as 
we moved the holiday celebration to the 
library. 

But soon after Mark Jones, president 
of Certified Inspections, Inc., a home 
inspection and environmental testing 
company, came to the William Raveis 
office to present some important 
information about mold identification 
and removal. 

After the meeting I met with him 

privately to learn more. He 
identified some common 
myths about mold.

Myth: You can identify mold 
by looking at it.

Truth: The only way mold 
can be identified is by having 
a sample analyzed under 
a microscope in a lab. In a 
Today Show exposé, reporters 
rubbed mascara on a hallway 
wall and called in a dozen 
mold companies to look at 
it. All of them said it was 
definitely mold and quoted 
prices to remove it. What else 
could it be? Discoloration 
can be caused by carbon, 
concentrated dust, dirt and 

other unidentifiable matter. 
Myth: Mold is dangerous.
Truth: Mold is dangerous if it is present 

in substantial enough quantities. When 
samples are analyzed, the report not only 
tells you what kinds of spores were present, 
but how many of each were present. A low 
enough level presents no more danger than 
what you encounter outside your house. If 
the levels are high inside, then you run a 
serious health risk.

Myth: Mold is not dangerous because it 
is all around the environment.

Truth: The mold levels outside are always 
changing and some people are affected by 
the outside mold in the same way some 

are affected by pollen or pollution. If mold 
levels are significantly higher inside one’s 
house, mold can cause severe respiratory 
damage, headaches, flu-like symptoms, 
and in severe cases, memory loss and 
cancer. 

Myth: Mold should be cleaned with 
bleach.

Truth: Bleach should NOT be used. 
Bleach only kills surface mold and 
evaporates leaving behind a residue of 
nitrogen, which is an element of fertilizer. 
In effect, you are feeding the mold spores 
that are under the surface or in the air and 
it can grow back even worse. 

Myth: I can test my air for mold with a 
Home Depot kit.

Truth: Growing a culture on your own 
tells you nothing about whether you have 
a mold problem because you are not 
comparing it to a control sample outside or 
gauging its growth time via any regulated 
methodology. The best way to determine 
if you have a mold problem is to hire 
a professional company that only does 
testing and have them take air samples 
with spore traps and swabs or tape lifts. 
Knowing how to collect data and how to 
interpret it is just as important as what 
equipment one uses to collect it. That’s why 
professionals are trained in their craft. 

Myth: Mold can make you sick if it is 
inside your walls.

Truth: Mold can only make you sick if 
you breathe it. If it is concealed inside your 

walls but not in the air of your house, it 
cannot affect you. That is why having air 
testing performed by a professional testing 
company that does not also do remediation 
is the only way to find out if the air is safe.

Myth: It is better to have one company 
do mold testing and mold clean up.

Truth: You should NEVER have the 
same company do both. If a company 
does clean up, also known as remediation 
or abatement, they have a reason to find a 
problem so they can make more money. 
An independent testing company with no 
conflict of interest should first test. If there’s 
a problem, they should write up an action 
plan outlining the scope of work for the 
mold abatement firm. The testing company 
should then re-test the completed work to 
make sure it was safely completed.

More information about Certified 
Home Inspections can be found at www.
certifiedinspections.com

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.
com), specializing in lifestyles, real estate 
and development. His real estate site is: 
www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his 
blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To 
engage the services of The Home Guru and 
his team to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

A Myth-Busting Primer About Mold Around the House



July 1 - July 7, 2014www.TheExaminerNews.com 17

By Janine Bowen
Pleasantville residents walking on 

Wheeler Avenue or heading to the 
train station may hear some intriguing 
sounds coming from Nonna Square, 
thanks to a new exhibit from the Jacob 
Burns Film Center. 

“Usonia,” an open-air sound art 
exhibition, was created through a 
partnership between the film center 
and Caramoor Center for Music and 
the Arts in Katonah. The Nonna Square 
exhibition, located in the pocket park 
next to the Iron Horse Grill, is one of 
five such exhibits that Caramoor has 
implemented as a part of  the project “In 
the Garden of Sonic Delights,” which 
explores the relationship between 
sound, nature, history and architecture. 

“We’re awash in a world of sound … 
but oftentimes it’s difficult to focus on 
just the sound,” said Jeff Haydon, CEO 
of Caramoor Center for Music and the 
Arts. “We’re inundated with visuals. … 
Very rarely do we get the opportunity 
to actually focus on what someone is 
saying, to truly, deeply listen. And I 
think this exhibit really invites us to see 
how does sound affect our environment, 
how does environment affect our 
sound, and how does art change our 
perspective of ourselves and our world 
around us.” 

The exhibit focuses on the sounds 

of Pleasantville, featuring everything 
from the sound of a train pulling into 
the station to conversations with local 
residents. The project also concentrates 
on what it means to be from a small 
town, and features sound bites from 
movies with small-town settings, such as 
“The Wizard of Oz” and “Pleasantville.” 

The idea for the project’s focus came 
from four Pleasantville High School 
students, who spearheaded the effort 
along with sound artist John Morton. 
The students were all teaching assistants 
at the media arts lab and participated in 
the project on a volunteer basis without 

pay or academic credit. 
Emily Keating, director of education 

at the Jacob Burns, said getting students 
involved in the project was an important 
factor in the decision to partner with 
Caramoor. 

“When I read the proposal and 
the scope of the project, I said, ‘Yes, 
absolutely, under one condition: that 
we get the students in our media arts 
lab community involved,” Keating said. 
“Our site has been a little bit different 
than the others in … that it has been 
shepherded by a professional sound 
installation artist, but it’s really been 

implemented and executed by the input 
of students, which is in keeping with 
our mission.”

Students went into the community 
to find and record sounds individually, 
and then worked collaboratively to 
decide which ones would be included 
in the final project. Pleasantville High 
School senior Kate O’Brien said a 
majority of the work entailed isolating 
those sounds that would best represent 
life in Pleasantville. 

“Most of the work was really just 
getting the sound. Trying to think 
of what could possibly go into this; 
anything, the most random stuff, that 
could be related to Pleasantville,” 
O’Brien said. “It was kind of like if you 
heard something that was interesting, 
you would have to quickly record it.” 

All of the sounds were compiled into 
a collage of sound controlled through 
two music boxes that are hand-cranked 
by visitors to the exhibit. The order of 
the sound bites are constantly changing, 
and the sounds take on a more mellow 
tone after 5 p.m. to reflect the winding 
down of the day. 

“It’s always different, never repeats 
itself and it depends on you to make it 
work,” Morton said. 

The exhibit is open from 9 a.m. to 11 
p.m. every day through fall.  

Are You Listening? Jacob Burns, Caramoor Collaborate on Sound Exhibit

LYNDA SHENKMAN CURTIS PHOTO
Jacob Burns Film Center Director of  Education Emily Keating, at the podium, introduces the “Usonia” 
collaborators: left to right, sound artist John Morton; Pleasantville High School and media arts lab 
students Jacob Nemec, Dylan Franks, Jack Butler and Kate O’Brien; and Burns faculty member Adam 
Rokhsar.   
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By Janine Bowen
Following a hit-and-run accident 

late last year and complaints from 
residents, the Pleasantville Public Safety 
Committee has determined that action 
needs to be taken on Sutton Place. 

In April, residents appeared before 
the board during a public hearing to 
request that  an ordinance banning 
parking on weekdays between 2 and 4 
p.m. be adopted for the road. Parents 
frequently park on the street while 
picking up their children at the nearby 
Bedford Road School. 

According to the committee’s report, 
which was read at the June 23 village 
board work session, there are three 
potential courses of action that officials 
can take regarding the dead end street. 
However, each option has drawbacks. 

The village could elect to resurface 
and widen the road by five feet on 
either side, while adding a sidewalk and 
designated parking spaces. However, 
that could potentially infringe on 
private property. 

A second option would be to ban 
parking on the street entirely; however, 
that would also mean that residents 
would be unable to park in front of their 
homes. 

The final option would be to privatize 
the road. This option would allow 
homeowners to issue permits for 
residents and Bedford Road School 
teachers who sometimes park on Sutton 
Place while prohibiting other cars from 
using the street. But responsibility for 
the road, including maintenance and 
plowing and the associated costs, would 
fall on residents. 

No decision has been made yet, but 
Pleasantville Mayor Peter Scherer said 
the village board plans to meet with 
Sutton Place homeowners and the 
Safety Committee to discuss the choices. 
Implementation of the proposed 2 to 4 
p.m. parking ban could be done first 
before taking more drastic measures. 
Officials cautioned that enforcement 
of  such a restriction would still be 
difficult. 

Advertise in The Examiner 914-864-0878
advertising@theexaminernews 

P’ville, Residents Still Searching for 
Solutions to Sutton Place Parking

Music Fest, Fireworks Set for Kensico 
Dam Plaza July 3 

Celebrate Independence Day and 
the official grand re-opening of one 
of Westchester County’s most popular 
parks with live 
music and one 
of the area’s 
most stunning 
fireworks 
shows at 
the annual 
Music Fest & 
Fireworks on 
Thursday, July 
3 at Kensico 
Dam Plaza in 
Valhalla. The 
park has been 
outfitted with 
new lighting 
that allows 
it to remain 
open until 
after dusk.

Pre-concert 
entertainment 
begins at 6 
p.m. followed 
by the Stolen Moments Band taking 
the stage at 8 p.m. Fireworks will 
follow at about 9:15 p.m. Admission 
and parking are free. Carpooling 

is suggested. Concert-goers should 
bring lawn chairs or blankets for 
seating as well as a picnic supper.

The Music 
Fest is 
presented by 
Westchester 
County 
Parks and 
sponsored by 
First Niagara 
Foundation 
and 
Westchester 
Magazine 
with support 
from WHUD 
(100.7 FM) 
and the 
Friends of 
Westchester 
County Parks, 
Inc.

The Kensico 
Dam Plaza is 
located at the 

north end of 
the Bronx River Parkway in Valhalla. 
For more information, call 914-864-
PARK or visit westchestergov.com/
parks.
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High Bids for Chlorine Booster Frustrates P’ville Officials Pleasantville  Awards 
Rec Center Bid; 
Facility to Open Later 
This Year
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By Sam Barron
Pleasantville’s attempts to install a 

chlorine booster station at a reasonable 
price are not going as well as planned. 

Officials revealed last week that the low 
bid for the mandated project came in at 
$327,000, higher than the $250,000 the 
village anticipated. The chlorine booster 
was bonded for $305,000 last year, though 
$87,000 has already been spent on the 
project. 

“We’re struggling with that,” Mayor 
Peter Scherer said. “The chlorine project 
has been frustrating. We don’t have the 
option to say no. We’re going to go back 
and figure it out.”

The village has been manually adding 
chlorine to water at its filtration plant 
that it shares with New Castle, although 
county Department of Health regulations 
no longer allow that to be done. The rising 
cost of steel was blamed for the high bids.

“We have to buy quite a bit of 
equipment,” Scherer said. 

Trustees said they are continuing to 
examine the issue and are looking to 
see if there are ways they can reduce the 
project’s cost. Another idea may be to 
borrow more money, though trustees did 
not seem enthused by that idea.

“We’re going to talk to the lowest bidder 
and see if he will come in lower,” Trustee 
Mindy Berard said. “It’s killing us. We’re 
very upset about it.”

Trustee Brian Skarstad said the village 
should spend the money to build the 

booster rather than face fines from the 
Department of Health. 

“It’s a tough one,” Skarstad said. 
“It’s incredibly frustrating. This is not 
something we take lightly. We have to 
provide clean water, which is what we do.”

Skarstad said that the village board 
continues to study every expense, but that 
the role can become trying, especially 
when this type of project means there is 
little money to spend elsewhere.

“When I first became a trustee, we 
were very careful, but it was a little more 
fun,” said Skarstad, who originally joined 
the board in the mid 1990s. “We could 
put in some playgrounds and make 
improvements in people’s lives. We had 
money to do things with and now we’re 
trying to hold it all together. We have to 
be careful at every turn.”

said. “It’s not everything we wish we could 
have. Nobody can have what they want. 
This is perfectly located. It gives us a nice 
way for people to take advantage of our 
programs. There’s all kinds of positive 
things there.”

Trustee Brian Skarstad said the May 7 
vote was long overdue.

“It’s not the ideal building, but it’s the 
building we have,” Skarstad said. “An 
effective recreation center will be a big 
boon for the village.”

He said Pleasantville is a recreation 
village since there are so many youngsters 
involved in a wide assortment of activities.

“Not having a recreation center is a loss 
of revenue for the village,” Skarstad said. 
“When we don’t have those programs, 
we suffer financially. It’s good all the way 
around.”

Trustee Mindy Berard said that a 
recreation center serves everybody--
children and adults. 

“We haven’t been able to have the 
programs and offerings that we had in the 
past,” Berard said. “This is a first step in a 
global look at the recreation department. 
It’s a great plan. This is a great opportunity 
for us. I am looking forward to getting 
that going as fast as possible.”

continued from page 1
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A Giant Tag Sale to benefit  Hudson 
Chorale (formerly  the Westchester 
Concert Singers and the Choral Arts 
Society) will be held on Friday and 
Saturday, May 18 and 19 from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. at 107 Bedford Road in 
Pleasantville (the corner of Manville 
Road and Route 117.  

Furniture, collectibles, appliances, 
children’s books, jewelry, toys, sports 

equipment, CD’s, DVDs, good used 
clothing and accessories, decorative 
art and more will be available. Rain or 
shine. To donate tax deductible items, 
call 914-769-9309.  

All proceeds will benefit Hudson 
Chorale, the area’s largest not-
for-profit community chorus For 
more information, visit www.
HudsonChorale.org.

Hudson Chorale Tag Sale This Week
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Arts Groups Collaborate to Form North Castle Arts Council
By Martin Wilbur

Operating quality arts programs in any 
town can be an expensive and difficult 
task to do successfully even if there are 
dedicated people willing to pick up the 
slack.

Representatives of North Castle’s 
various arts organizations recently 
decided to collaborate as part of an effort 
to promote their groups, what they each 
have to offer and share available resources.

Sam Morell, co-founder of The Small 
Town Theatre Company in Armonk, 
said he and others were brainstorming 
about what to do and found they all had 
similar goals, such as sharing equipment, 
devising performance schedules where 
there are fewer conflicts and marketing 
themselves.

“We’re not trying to supervise anybody,” 
Morell said. “These are their own entities 
that are doing a great job. All we want to 
do is to help facilitate the partnerships 
and anything we can do to share some of 
the resources I talked about.”

Rodd Berro, president of The Armonk 
Players and the Westchester Conservatory 
of Music in White Plains, said whether it’s 
coordination of performance schedules 
or promoting their events to the public, 
something needed to be done when 
his group and The Small Town Theatre 
Company had simultaneous productions 
one night.

“We don’t want to be scheduling 
performances where we’re competing for 
the same audience members,” Berro said. 
“That was part of it.”

Another part of it, Morell said, came 
after he had spoken to North Castle Public 
Library Board President Sean Ryan who 
was hoping to find ways to better utilize 
Whippoorwill Hall.

To start, the North Castle Arts Council 
includes members from organizations, 
including The Armonk Players, Standing 
Ovation Studios, The Small Town Theatre 

Company, The Theatre Arts Workshop 
and the newest arts entity to move to 
town, Hudson Stage.

While not yet a legal entity--council 
organizers are pursuing nonprofit 501C-
3 status--those involved have already 
worked to bring a jazz group to play at 
Armonk Square teach of the past two 
Sunday afternoons, Morell said.

For the council to get off the ground 
and work toward accomplishing its 
mission successfully, it will need the 
help of volunteers whose expertise is not 

necessarily the arts, Morell said. He wants 
to tap into the town’s talent and find those 
who are able and willing to assist with 
marketing, publicity, web maintenance 
and legal and accounting skills.

Other tasks for the council include 
finding additional arts groups to come 
into town, such as the Hudson Valley 
Shakespeare Festival, to present guest 
performances and possibly to collaborate 
with other venues, such as the Jacob 
Burns Film Center in Pleasantville, the 
Paramount in Peekskill or the Capitol 
Theatre in Port Chester to present 
additional programs.

Finding more venues that are suitable 
for arts programs throughout the town is 
also essential, Morell said.

Then there are promotions that can 
involve various local businesses, including 
the restaurants, to come up with a show or 
concert and dinner special.

“There must be a way where we can 
work together, park once, dine or go see 
a show or a concert in the park,” Morell 
said. “That’s something we should be able 
to do together.”

He stressed that organizers are 
determined to represent all three of the 
town’s hamlets in pursuit of the arts, not 
just Armonk.

“We mean what we say by all the 
hamlets,” Morell said. 

SAM MORELL PHOTO
The past two Sunday afternoons jazz concerts have been presented at Armonk Square, the first effort 
from the recently formed North Castle Arts Council.
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When it comes to raising funds for 
cancer research and prevention programs 
through open-water and pool events, 
Swim Across America, Long Island Sound 
Chapter (SAA-LIS) knows how to make 
a huge splash. The SAA-LIS chapter has 
launched its 22nd summer season, with 
nine opportunities to swim and volunteer 
in Westchester and Rockland counties, 
said Chapter President Tony Sibio.

The nonprofit, which raised about $1 
million last year, will have its first swim 
at Westchester Country Club in Harrison 
on July 12. Subsequently, it will roll out 
eight other participation opportunities 
throughout the summer, culminating in 
an event at the Lake Isle Country Club in 
Eastchester on Aug. 2.  

The entire program will encompass 
eight pool swims, with the option of half- 
mile and one-mile efforts, plus an open-
water swim course on Long Island Sound 
that will offer participants the option of 
swimming 2K, 5K or 10K. The chapter’s 
open-water swim in Larchmont was 
recently recognized by the World Open 
Water Swimming Association as one of 
America’s Top 100 Open Water Swims.

The full roster of participating locations 
and dates is as follows:
• Westchester Country Club, Harrison, 

July 12

• Germonds Pool, Clarkstown (Rockland 
County), July 13

• Chappaqua Swim & Tennis Club, 
Chappaqua, July 13

• Coveleigh Club, Rye (members only), 
July 14

• The New York Athletic Club, Pelham, 
July 18 (Tenth Anniversary Swim)

• Orienta Beach Club, Mamaroneck, July 
18

• Lakeside Field Club, North Salem, July 
20

• Open Water Swim, Long Island Sound, 
July 26

• Lake Isle Country Club, Eastchester, 
Aug 2
Those interested in participating in the 

2014 Swim Across America-LIS events 
can register to swim, volunteer to help 
or sponsor a swimmer by visiting www.
swimacrossamerica.org/long_island. 
Donations can be sent to SAA-Long 
Island Sound, P.O. Box 217, Larchmont, 
N.Y. 10538.

“Last summer we raised approximately 
$1 million for cancer research thanks to 
the efforts of more than 1,000 swimmers 
and volunteers,” Sibio said. “We have a 
tremendous group of swimmers who 
participate every year, and we are very 
grateful to them and their commitment 
to finding effective new treatments for 
cancer.  Of course, we are always looking 
to expand our family of swimmers and 
transcend last year’s record.”

The new course that SAA-LIS 
introduced in 2013 for the open-water 
swim, with its shore-to-shore route, was 
very well received as it was more swimmer 
friendly, according to Sibio. 

“We expect that the course, which 
enables participants to form teams of 
friends and families and increases the 
maximum capacity of participants, while 
maintaining the highest safety standards, 
will encourage even greater swimmer 

participation this summer,” he said.
Proceeds from this year’s SAA-LIS 

will be donated to the Cancer Support 
Team (serving lower Westchester), the 
Tommy Palazzo Fellowship for Columbia 
University and Morgan Stanley Children’s 
Hospital at New York-Presbyterian, 
The Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer 
Center’s Swim Across America and 
DeMatteo Research Laboratories, and 
United Hospice of Clarkstown.

Swim Across America, Inc. was founded 
in 1987 and currently offers nearly 50 
swims in 14 states. The organization has 
raised more than $40 million for cancer 
research and prevention programs at the 
country’s finest hospitals and managed 
care facilities.  

The Long Island Sound chapter was 
started in 1992, and has grown to be the 
largest in the organization, having raised 
over $12 million since its inception, and 
$1 million in 2013 alone. Beneficiaries 
include Swim Across America & the 
DeMatteo Research Labs at Memorial 
Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center; the 
Tommy Palazzo Fellowship for Pediatric 
Oncology Research at Columbia-
Presbyterian Children’s Hospital; the 
Cancer Support Team of Westchester; 
and the United Hospice of Rockland 
County.  

Swim Across America Kicks Off W’chester Events July 12 

The Chappaqua Swim & Tennis Club is one of  eight 
locations where the 2014 Swim Across America 
effort to raise money for cancer research and 
prevention is taking place during the next month.

Listen to the new single “Cross That River” at kevinkaneandthegrifters.com.

Find out what the 
Indigo Girls already 

know about The 
Grifter's new album, 

Dangerous World 
–"Songs that stick 

like glue with a 
voice I can't get 

enough of." 
- Emily Saliers of the 

Indigo Girls 

Available on:
• I-tunes

• Amazon
• CD Baby
•Spotify

• Kevinkaneandthegrifters.com
• Facebook

Advertise in The Examiner  •  914-864-0878  •  advertising@theexaminernews.com
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By Dawn Lorenz
For better or worse, kindergarten isn’t 

what it used to be. Are we rushing children 
beyond their developmental abilities? Are 
all of the tests valid or necessary? 

No matter how we feel about it, agree or 
disagree, it’s what we are facing right now. 

There are ways you can help make 
your child’s transition to kindergarten 
as smooth as possible. Even though 
children learn and develop at different 
rates, they are all born with an amazing 
capacity to learn. Kindergarten 
readiness doesn’t have to take over your 
summer; just 15 to 20 minutes a day 
of playing, exploring and learning can 
make quite a difference.   

There’s no perfect formula for knowing 
if a child is ready for kindergarten. You 
may be surprised to hear that, especially 
with all of the recent national focus on 
standards and academic skills. Most 
kindergarten teachers are hoping for a 
range of abilities that are mostly social 
and emotional in nature. A student 
entering kindergarten “ready to learn” 
sets the perfect foundation for future 
academic endeavors.

 Independence, the ability to listen 
and follow directions, the capacity to 
play well with others (sharing, turn-
taking, compromising), good manners 
and respect for authority, the ability 
to focus and concentrate, developed 

fine-motor skills, a 
diverse vocabulary 
and a curiosity 
for learning are 
good indicators 
for kindergarten 
readiness. A 
strong, positive 
self-esteem and a 
“can-do” attitude 
will also go a long 
way in making your child a successful 
learner. It’s important to remember 
that no child will be equally competent 
in all areas; rather they’ll have areas of 
proficiency and areas that will require 
more support.

We can’t disregard the academic skill 
set totally, however. Most kindergarten 
teachers expect students, especially 
those who have attended one or more 
years of pre-school, to come in being 
able to label the letters of the alphabet, 
name shapes and colors, recognize 
numbers 1-10, count to 20 and 
recognize, write and spell their name. 
Without a foundation of skills such 
as these, young students are at risk of 
falling behind when more rigorous 
curriculums are presented.

Here are some ideas of what parents 
can do at home or on vacation to help 
their child’s academic readiness this 
summer. 

1. Read Every 
Day. Whether at the 
pool or beach, on the 
hammock, under a 
tree or in the bathtub, 
discuss stories and 
ask comprehension 
questions. Who? What? 
Where? When? Why?
2. Point Out 
Common Sight Words. 

The, a, an, as, at, on, of, or, etc. 
Bring attention to conventions of 
print: capital letters, spaces between 
words, upper vs. lower case letters, 
punctuation. Also point out letters in 
words, signs and books.

3. Encourage Curiosity. Be ready to 
Google together questions that arise.

4. Constructive Play. Play with rhyming 
words, a great activity for the car. Play 
turn-taking games like Chutes and 
Ladders, Hi Ho Cherry-O and Trouble, 
which encourages sportsmanship.

5. Limit Screen Time. An hour is fine for 
a TV or iPade. Limit your screen time, 
too, so you’re available and engaged.

6. Play With Math.  Sort objects like 
Legos by color, shape or size; count 
cookies, goldfish or pretzel sticks by 
ones and groups of 10. Also, group 
items and have your child count 
and label the group with a number 
quantity.

Other Ideas to Try
• Work with Play-Doh to strengthen 

fine motor skills, including rolling, 
squeezing and cutting with kid-safe 
scissors. Roll Play-Doh “snakes” and 
make letters and numbers—even 
your name!

• Practice name and alphabet writing 
in a tray filled with sand, rice, shaving 
cream, pudding.

• Build letters with pompoms, Legos, 
buttons, blocks or beads.

• Encourage independence, such 
as tying shoes, zipping a jacket, 
buttoning, cleaning up.

• Get a Kindergarten Readiness activity 
book for the car, plane rides, rainy 
days, down time.

• Talk about the tough stuff,  including 
being yourself, bullying, friendship, 
anxiety about school. Check with 
your local library for books on these 
topics and more.
Most importantly, take time to 

enjoy your child and make wonderful 
memories together. Once school begins 
there will  be lots more things to do 
to support their learning – but that’s a 
thought for the fall.  Happy learning!

Dawn Lorenz is a New York State 
certified teacher at World Cup Nursery 
School and Kindergarten in Chappaqua.
She has taught kindergarten for more 
than 20 years.

Ways to Make Sure Your Child is Ready and Set to Go to Kindergarten
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Ten Washington Ave.
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Across from the Burns Film Center
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staff@pleasantvillebooks.com

Probate | Administration | Wills | Trusts
 Estate Litigation | Guardianship 

Commercial Litigation| Real Estate

FISHLIN & FISHLIN, PLLC - ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
WESTCHESTER, ROCKLAND AND NEW YORK CITY

WESTCHESTER OFFICE 
100 SOUTH BEDFORD RD.

SUITE 340
MT. KISCO, NY 10549

NEW YORK CITY OFFICE 
60 EAST 42ND STREET

SUITE 4600
NEW YORK, NY 10165

FOR ALL APPOINTMENTS CALL OR EMAIL

 (212) 736-8000 | WWW.FISHLINLAW.COM
ATTORNEY ADVERTISING

Todd Fishlin | Lewis Fishlin



July 1 - July 7, 2014 The Examiner22

ExaminEr mEdia Classifieds 070114

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm for 

the next week’s publication

antiquEs
ANTIQUE LOVERS TAKE NOTE: 
BRIMFIELD, MA starts Tuesday July 8th. 
4,000 Dealers of Antiques/ Collectibles. 
Visit www.brimfield.com for info on 20 
individual show openings. July 8th-13th 
2014.

auctions
Buy or sell at AARauctions.com. Con-
tents of homes, businesses, vehicles and 
real estate. Bid NOW! AARauctions.com 
Lights, Camera, Auction. No longer the 
best kept secret.

Online Only 2-Day Auction, Furni-
ture Liquidation including Rugs, Tables, 
Household Items, Furniture & More, 
Jamestown, NC, Guilford Co. 7/11 at 8am 
to 7/18 & 7/21 at 1pm. Iron Horse Auction 
Co., Inc. 800-997-2248. NCAL3936. www.
ironhorseauction.com

auto donations
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible. Call 914-468-4999 Today!

EvEnts
RINALDIFLEAMARKETS.COM Every 
Sunday Weather Permitting 900 Dutchess 
Turnpike (rt44) Poughkeepsie NY. Free 
Admission, Parking, Great Food, Bar-
gains. Vendors Wanted! RINALDIFLEA-
MARKETS.COM See You There!

HElp WantEd
AIRLINE CAREERS begin here Get FAA 
approved Aviation Maintenance Techni-
cian training. Financial aid for qualified 
students! Housing available. Job place-
ment assistance. Call AIM 866-296-7093

Want A Career Operating Heavy Equip-
ment? Bulldozers, Backhoes, Excavators. 
"Hands On Training" & Certifications 
Offered. National Average 18-22 Hourly! 
Lifetime Job Placement Assistance. VA 
Benefits Eligible! 1-866-362-6497

HomE improvEmEnt
HAS YOUR BUILDING SHIFTED OR 
SETTLED? Contact Woodford Brothers 
Inc, for straightening, leveling, foundation 
and wood frame repairs at 1-800-OLD-
BARN. www.woodfordbros.com. "Not ap-
plicable in Queens county"

HomEs for salE
MODULARHOMEBROKERS.COM 14 
MODELS ON DISPLAY, STARTING AT 
$59 PER SQUARE FOOT.

PRICING INCLUDES DELIVERY, 
CRANE, SET AND TAX. 848-240-7040

land for salE
LOVELY MEADOW AND FOREST. 
5.4 acres, $49,900. Was $199,900. Bank 
ordered sale. Beautiful Bethel NY. Near 
Woodstock site. 85 miles from Man-
hattan. Assorted hardwoods, approved 
building site, underground utilities, across 
from lake, walk to Performing Arts Cen-
ter, financing. 877-836-1820

ABSOLUTE FARM LIQUIDATION 
JULY 12TH & 13TH! 3- 61 acre Parcels 
50% Market Price! Less Than 3hours from 
NYC.† Ω Hour from Albany! Jaw drop-
ping views, spring fed ponds, gorgeous 
trout stream, rolling fields, deep woods! 
EZ terms! Call: 888-905-8847! Newyork-
landandlakes.com

lots & acrEagE
WATERFRONT LOTS-Virginia's 
Eastern Shore. Was 325K Now from 
$65,000-Community Center/Pool. 1acre+ 
lots, Bay & Ocean Access, Great Fishing, 
Crabbing, Kayaking. Custom Homes. 
www.oldemillpointe.com 757-824-0808

miscEllanEous
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 

& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship. FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

mortgagEs
Ready to buy a home? We are ready to 
help.The State of NY Mortgage agency 
offers up to $15,000 down payment as-
sistance. www.sonyma.org. 1-800-382-
HOME(4663).

out of statE rEal EstatE
Delaware's Resort Living Without Re-
sort Pricing! Low Taxes! Gated Commu-
nity, Close to Beaches, Amazing Ameni-
ties, Olympic Pool. †New Homes from 
$80's! †Brochures available 1-866-629-
0770 or www.coolbranch.com.

vacation rEntals
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open dai-
ly. Holiday Real Estate. 1-800-638-2102. 
Online reservations: www.holidayoc.com

PRIME VACATION OPPORTUNITY. 
!!!$150/NIGHT. PRIVATE, Spectacular 
Lakefront setting MID- COAST MAINE. 
1 BR, Sleeps 4. Swim, Boat, Fish, Hike or 
Just Relax. highfields@tidewater.net; 207-
785-2851; toll-free 844-785-2851

WantEd
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT
914-654-1683 

Open House: 7/10 (3-5 PM) • 3 Acres of Land w/ 340’ of 
RF; 26 parking spaces; updated w/ 7,500 +/- rent sq.ft. 
LOCATED RIGHT OFF I-17  EXITS 100 & 101 — 
The upper level  two suites, one w/ 2,435 sq.ft. & one 
w/ 1,587 sq.ft. — The lower level  two storage bays 
w/ 717 sq.ft. & 9.5’ x 8’ roll up doors; a 2,000 sq.ft. suite 
w/ a mix of office space & another 780 sq.ft. suite; Solar 
system, new 600 Amp. electric system, good roof to 
support solar panels, nice sign out front!  Most of 
electrical demands met by solar collection system!  
VISIT:  www.zoggbros.com.  EXCELLENT LOCATION!!

.STEVEN D. ZOGG REAL ESTATE • 607.423.3293 • Cortland, NY •  www.zoggbros.com

COMMERCIAL  REAL ESTATE AUCTION!

Thurs. JULY 17 at 6:00 PM
“Zoned Commercial!” 

On-site at:  100 Sullivan Avenue, Liberty, NY 12754 

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR

To Place a Classified Ad 
call 914-864-0878
or e-mail classifieds

@theexaminernews.com
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By Ray Gallagher
Even the most avid exercise enthusiast 

dislikes heat and humidity. It is the one 
thing that can turn a miler into a couch 
potato. Heat and humidity are perhaps 
the two elements that, when combined, 
cause the most skipped aerobic workouts. 
Rain can kill a good workout, too.

But a climate-controlled environment, 
such as the indoor track at Club Fit 
in Briarcliff, eliminates every excuse 

possible when it comes to weather-
related cancellations that preclude folks 
from getting the exercise they need.

Most local school districts have tracks 
on which the townsfolk can walk, but 
oftentimes they are forced to dodge 
oncoming lacrosse balls and foul balls 
while dealing with scores of events going 
on around them. The track at Briarcliff ’s 
Club Fit location is exclusive to laps and 
the benefits are endless.

Besides consistent conditions, the 
surface is free of rocks and debris 
(some folks stroll it barefoot), and the 
even surfaces make for safer striding. 
Security is often a major issue at public 
tracks while at Club Fit there is no such 
problems, like the guy who brings his 
loveable but aggressive Rottweiler to run 
the track with him.    

The Mondo rubber flooring at Club Fit 
affords runners a slight cushion, which 
is less stressful on joints than pavement. 
Mondo rubber flooring, the official 
flooring of the 2012 London Olympics, 
attributes its products’ successes to 
investing in technological research and 
human resources, so Club Fit cut no 
corners when laying this track down.

The course is aligned with consistent 
running distances and progressive 
measurements, designed to encourage 
and help push the runner on to the next 
lap. There’s an introductory program 
(couch to 5K) and an intermediate 
program (5K to five miles) and so much 
more going on. Perhaps the best part is 
all that surrounds the track upon your 
last lap.

“Where else do you get to run on an 
indoor track at a gym that has a pool, 
tennis courts, basketball and good, clean 

equipment,” said singer and saxophonist 
Jonny Hirsch, a club member. “It 
definitely does the job.”

Anyone interested in checking out 
the track and the facilities should call 
914-762-3444, ext. 2513 to speak with 
membership or email brfitness@clubfit.
com. Club Fit Briarcliff is located at 584 
N. State Road in Briarcliff Manor.

No Excuses to Avoid Regular Exercise at Club Fit Briarcliff’s New Track

Trampoline Facility Obtains 
Approval in Mount Kisco

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

2014 SEASON
JUNE 10 – AUGUST 31
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Neither rain, nor snow, nor gloom of  night should 
prevent exercise enthusiasts from getting regular 
workouts at Club Fit Briarcliff’s new track.

By Janine Bowen
The Mount Kisco Planning Board 

approved a change of use application to 
allow for an 18,000-square-foot indoor 
trampoline park at 333 N. Bedford Rd. 

The facility, called Rockin’ Jump, would 
open next to the Target Warehouse in the 
Diamond Properties complex, which also 
houses Grand Prix New York and the Saw 
Mill Club East health facility. 

Prior to the application’s approval, 
property owner Jim Diamond took issue 
with  the board’s resolution basing its 
allocation of 70 parking spaces, which 
would place a limit of 100 visitors at a 
time. He was concerned that the condition 
would place an unnecessary restriction 
on the business should it become 
successful and attract more customers 
than anticipated. 

“There’s never a situation where there 
are no parking spaces available,” said 
Diamond, who estimated that there are 
more than 300 spaces vacant each day 
in the complex’s 800-space parking lot. 
“Putting a hard limit of 100 [visitors] on a 
business doesn’t have a lot of logic but to 
restrict business.”  

Diamond noted that the limit could 
become an issue if, for example, a group 
of youngsters arrived by bus, which could 
result in 50 visitors from one vehicle. 

Board members noted that the 
inclusion of 100 visitors in the resolution 
is not necessarily a hard limit, but is a 
provision required by code to allocate 
parking spaces to a tenant. They noted the 

number of patrons who enter and leave 
the building will not be monitored, nor 
will the number of parking spaces used by 
Rockin’ Jump’s customers. The number is 
intended to serve as a baseline for zoning. 

The 100-patron guideline originated 
from estimates from the applicant’s 
operating plan regarding the volume 
of business they anticipate during peak 
hours on weekends. 

If Rockin’ Jump generates more visitors 
than expected once open, Diamond can 
return to the planning board to request 
more parking spaces. 

“To say that the limit shouldn’t exist 
is putting the cart before the horse,” said 
Village Attorney Whitney Singleton.  

advertising@theexaminernews.com 
www.theexaminernews.com

914-864-0878 SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

Advertise With Us, It Works!

Professional Handyman Service:
“I have had great success with Examiner advertising. When 

I moved to this area 4 years ago I began my advertising 
campaign with them and my phone immediately started 
ringing. People always mention that they saw my ad in 

The Examiner and also tell me how much 
they enjoy the paper.”

Yorktown Pet
“I placed an ad in the Examiner’s Easter promotion. The 

ad was cute and funny. I was amazed at the positive 
response and phone calls I received. The Examiner has a 
great art dept. and they are a pleasure to work with..”

Thornwood Wines & Spirts:
“We were very pleased with the results of our holiday
advertising. People brought the ad in as they did their 

shopping. We plan on increasing our advertising with The 
Examiner in the upcoming year.”
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Tuesday, July 1
Children’s Craft. Toddlers develop their 

fine motor skills creating simple crafts, 
using construction paper, markers and 
glue sticks. Cute crafts that your child can 
take home. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk 4 p.m. 
Free. Tuesdays in July. Info: 914-273-3887.

Lego Club. Avid Lego builders construct 
pieces based on a theme. For children 
six years old and up. North Castle Public 
Library, 10 Clove Rd., North White Plains. 
4 p.m. Free. Also July 15 and 29. Info: 914-
948-6359 or www.northcastlelibrary.org.

Pop-Art Collages. Make fantastic 
pictures out of photos, cereal boxes and 
your own imagination. With artist Michael 
Albert. For students 12 to 18 years old. 
North Castle Public Library, 10 Clove Rd., 
North White Plains. 6 p.m. Free. Info: 914-
948-6359 or www.northcastlelibrary.org.

MahJongg With Regina Klenosky. 
North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk 6:30 to 8 
p.m. Free. Also July 15 and 29. Info: 914-
273-3887.

Italian Language and Culture With 
Mara De Matteo. North Castle Public 
Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk Beginners from 6:30 to 8 p.m. 
Advanced Class at 7:30 p.m. Free. Also July 
8, 15, 22 and 29. Info: 914-273-3887.

Learn English With Stacey Fields. 
Learn to speak conversational English with 
an emphasis on vocabulary and grammar. 
North Castle Public Library, 10 Clove 
Rd., North White Plains. 6:45 p.m. Free. 
Tuesdays through Aug. 19. Info: 914-948-
6359 or www.northcastlelibrary.org.

The Metropolitan Four. A New York 
City-based ensemble of four flutists unified 
by  common educational experiences, 
The M4 has performed at the National 
Flute Association Convention in New 
Orleans, the Rubinstein Atrium at Lincoln 
Center and the Central Valley Concert 
Series, among other prestigious venues. 
Chappaqua Public Library, 195 S. Greeley 
Ave., Chappaqua. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-
238-4779 or www.chappaqualibrary.org.

Wednesday, July 2
Zumba Fitness. Achieve long-term 

benefits while having a blast in one 
exciting hour of calorie-burning, body-
energizing, awe-inspiring movements 
meant to engage and captivate for life. For 
all fitness levels. Dance Emotions, 75 S. 
Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. Every Monday 
and Wednesday at 9 a.m. and Saturdays at 
10 a.m. Drop in or weekly discount rates 
available. Info: Contact Peggy at 914 960-
4097.

Knitting Group. Hats for our 
servicemen and women overseas and 
other ongoing projects for care centers 
and hospitals. Clinton Street Center, 1A 
Clinton St., Pleasantville. 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 

Free. Meets every Monday and Wednesday. 
Info: 914-769-2021.

Music and Motion With Lori Jo. Interact 
with your child through music and dance. 
For children six months to four years old. 
North Castle Public Library, 10 Clove 
Rd., North White Plains. 10:30 a.m. Free. 
Wednesdays through Aug. 13. Info: 914-
948-6359 or www.northcastlelibrary.org.

Bounce the Baby. Simple stories, finger 
plays and songs. For children six months 
to two years old. A great opportunity for 
parents and caregivers to interact with their 
children while focusing on literacy. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 11 a.m. Free. Also July 
9, 16, 23 and 30. Info: 914-273-3887. 

Senior Benefits Information Center. 
Counselors offer older adults one-on-
one counseling covering a broad range 
of topics including Medicare health and 
prescription plans, food stamps, HEAP, 
EPIC, weatherization, minor home repair 
and tax relief programs. Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 Main St., Mount Kisco. 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Free. Every Wednesday. 
Info: 914-231-3260.

Discovery Time. Learn about science 
through non-fiction books, crafts and a 
brief experiment. Today’s topic is twisted 
tornadoes. For children four to six years 
old. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 3 p.m. 
Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

Sensational Summer Science. Science-
based programming that focuses on the 
environment and science experiments. 
Today’s topic is twisted tornadoes. For 
children seven years old and up. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 4 p.m. Free. Info: 914-
273-3887.

College Preparation Series. A lecture 
series to prepare recent high school 
graduates and incoming high school 
seniors for college. North Castle Public 
Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 4 p.m. Free. Wednesday in July. 
Info: 914-273-3887.

Knitting Club. Come learn to knit, or if 
you already know how, bring your current 
project and enjoy a visit with other knitters 
and crocheters. Beginners should bring 
a pair off size 8 or 10 straight knitting 
needles and skein or worsted weight yarn. 
Open to knitters and crocheters 10 years 
old and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 
100 E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 4 to 5:30 
p.m. Free. Meets every Wednesday. Info: 
914-666-8041.

Wednesday Night Summer Cinema. A 
three-part mini-series from New Zealand, 
“Top of the Lake” takes place in a small 
town, and tells the story of personal and 
professional sides of a detective working on 
solving a case. Directed by Jane Campion 
and starring Holly Hunter and Kate 
Moss. Discussion led by Professor Valerie 

Franco. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 7 p.m. 
Free. Also July 9 and 16. Info: 914-273-
3887.

Thursday, July 3
Let Your Yoga Dance Classes. The 

popular Kripalu noon dance class is now 
in Chappaqua! Combines easy dance, 
gentle yoga and great music. Come join 
this noncompetitive, heart pumping and 
joyful experience. Drop-ins welcome. 
Dance Emotions, 75 S. Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua.10 a.m. $20 per 75 min. class. 
Every Tuesday and Thursday. Info: 914-
238-8974 or email claudiayogadance@
gmail.com.

Mother Goose Story Time. Children 
will enjoy stories and songs that focus on 
colors, shapes, numbers, letters, animals 
and more during this 25-minute program. 
A fun opportunity for interaction between 
children and parents or caregivers. For 
children two to four years old. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 11 a.m. Free. Also July 10, 17, 24 
and 31. Info: 914-273-3887. 

Preschool Story Time and Crafts. 
Children first listen to a story and then 
materials are provided to make a fun 
craft based on the story. This hands-on 
project uses a variety of skills that promote 
comprehension and allow children the 
opportunity to interact with other children 
their age. For children four to six years 
old. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 3 p.m. 
Free. Thursdays through Aug. 14. Info: 
914-273-3887.

LEGO Club. A one-hour activity of 
unstructured play with LEGOs.  For each 
program a theme is chosen and children 
are able to create their own vision of the 
theme.  All creations will be photographed 
and displayed at the end of each program. 
For children seven years old and up. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 4 p.m. Free. Thursdays 
through Aug. 14. Info: 914-273-3887. 

Introduction to Jewelry for Children. 
Learn basic jewelry making skills, from 
making beads to creating bangles and 
necklaces. For 12-year-olds and up. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 4 p.m. Free. Thursdays 
through Aug. 14. Info: 914-273-3887. 

Music Fest and Fireworks. Celebrate 
Independence Day and the official grand 
re-opening of one of Kensico Dam Plaza 
with live music and one of the area’s most 
stunning fireworks shows. Kensico Dam 
Plaza, Valhalla. Pre-concert entertainment 
begins at 6 p.m. The Stolen Moments 
Band takes the stage at 8 p.m. followed by 
fireworks at about 9:15 p.m. Free. Concert-
goers should bring lawn chairs or blankets 
for seating as well as a picnic supper. Info: 
914-864-PARK or visit westchestergov.

com/parks.
Thursday Night Book Discussion 

Group. “Death Comes for the Archbishop” 
by Willa Cather will be discussed. Led 
by Susan Zangler. Chappaqua Public 
Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 
7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-238-4779 or www.
chappaqualibrary.org.

Night Owls. Show us your PJs and 
we’ll share good stories. For children of 
all ages. Chappaqua Public Library, 195 
S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 7 p.m. Free. 
Every Thursday in July and August (except 
July 31). Info: 914-238-4779 or www.
chappaqualibrary.org.

Friday, July 4
The 22nd Annual Antiques at the 

Churchyard and Pancake Breakfast. 
Up to 100 dealers from throughout the 
region and East Coast will showcase 
antique prints, pottery, ironstone, folk art, 
fine jewelry, vintage purses, fine quality 
antique paintings, rugs, quilts, English 
and French copper, primitives, 18th and 
19th century furniture, antique toys, 
books and much more. Stevens Memorial 
United Methodist Church, 8 Shady Lane, 
South Salem. Pancake breakfast from 9 
to 11 a.m. Antique show from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Breakfast: Adults--$6. Children--$4. 
Antique Show: $8. Children (under 13): 
Free. Info and tickets: 845-893-8428 or 
visit www.vsshows.com.

Saturday, July 5
Pleasantville Farmers Market. Come 

experience the largest farmers market 
in Westchester, most celebrated in New 
York and 33rd in the entire United States 
by Farmland.org in 2013. This week, 
there’s goat petting for children and 
singer, songwriter and guitarist Randy 
Niles will perform. Memorial Plaza, 
Pleasantville. 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Children’s 
program from 9:30 to 11 a.m. Music 
from 10 a.m. to noon. Info: Visit: www.
pleasantvillefarmersmarket.org.

Chappaqua Farmers Market. 
Chappaqua train station, Chappaqua. 
8:30 to 1 p.m. Info: Visit www.
chappaquafarmersmarket.org.

Bridge and Scrabble Club Guided Play 
and Instruction. Match wits with former 
Library Board Trustee Stan Kurzban. 
Bridge is not for beginners; singles, pairs 
and small groups welcome. All levels 
welcome for Scrabble. Chappaqua Public 
Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 
10 a.m. Free. Also July 26. Info: 914-238-
4779 or www.chappaqualibrary.org.

Composting for the Whole Family. 
There’s gold in those leaves, grass clippings, 
weeds and kitchen scraps! Discover the 
magic of compost and learn how easy it 
can be to turn your yard and food wastes 
into valuable fertilizer for your garden. 

continued on page 26
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By Pat Casey
When Richard Yaffa noticed there was 

a lack of knowledge among high school 
and college students about the basics of 
personal finance, he started talking about 
the problem with friends and colleagues.

The country was immersed in a deep 
recession with rapidly growing debt 
and it was apparent many people didn’t 
understand how to handle credit. It was 
most obvious among young adults, out on 
their own for the first time wanting to live 
a certain lifestyle. They discovered they 
would run out of money, creating personal 
debt of their own through student loans 
and credit card bills, and the problem was 
worsening.

In a discussion with Gary Gordon, a 
semi-retired former Wall Street executive, 
Yaffa, himself a successful entrepreneur 
and business owner, found they both 
had similar observations and concerns. 
Together, they decided to do something 
about it and My Money Workshop was 
born.

To date the Bedford-based nonprofit 
organization has held workshops at more 
than 40 educational institutions, reaching 
2,000 high school seniors and college 
students. The instructors are all volunteers 
and the workshops for students and the 
sponsoring educational institution is free.

The first thing that struck the instructors 
during the initial sessions was the lack of 
knowledge students have about finances 
and how little thought is given to it. 

“Much has to do with the background 
of the students,” Gordon said. “If a student 
has been given everything by their parents, 
they have not had to learn about creating 
a budget. But if that student had to go out 
and get a job early on and had to pay for 
their education themselves, then they are a 
bit more savvy.”

Vicki Gold, another My Money 
Workshop instructor, saw an article about 
the organization and decided she wanted 
to get involved. A former personal finance 
planner, Gold had noticed there was a 
financial knowledge void among high 
school and college students.

“Students take lots of math classes but 
they don’t have much knowledge about 
everyday finance,” she said. “Today it is so 
much more complicated than it used to be. 
It is easy for kids to sign their lives away 
on loans.”

There is a set formula for the My Money 
Workshops developed by the instructors. 
The first topic: creating a budget.

“The budget is a real eye opener for the 
students, especially high school kids. They 
don’t know the answers, but I tell them it’s 
not a test.” Gold said. “They are fascinated 
and immediately become engaged with the 
subject matter.” 

This has earned My Money Workshop 
many invitations to return to teach a new 
set of incoming students.

To work through the budget process, 
My Money Workshop created a fictitious 

character, Robert Goodworker, who earns 
$40,000 a year.

“We look at the first paycheck and take 
out all the deductions. Then we discuss the 
importance of having medical insurance. 
By the time rent, transportation, utilities, 
cable, mobile phone, food, clothing and 
student loan payments are added in, reality 
hits home,” Yaffa said. “This is where 
students begin to realize they have to make 
choices. Perhaps I have to live at home 
for a while, or maybe I need a roommate. 
Maybe I can’t buy the new car, I’ll have to 
get a used one or take the bus.” 

“We even start them thinking about 
retirement plans,” Gordon said. “What 
began as a great salary of $40,000 soon 
looks like not enough for the lifestyles 
some students want. They learn about 
establishing options, making choices and 
even setting future goals.”

Gold is particularly concerned that 
students learn early about creating good 
spending habits. 

“Young people should get credit cards, 
but they must pay their bills on time,” she 
said. “Much in life is a trade off. Everyone 
can’t have everything, but establishing a 
good credit rating is very important to 
obtaining future goals.”

Yaffa talked about the $72 cup of coffee, 
a lesson for students that tells how not 
respecting credit card fees, penalties and 
interest payments can add up. 

“This gets the students’ attention fast,” 
Yaffa noted.

“You start with the $2 cup of coffee that 
you charge to your credit card,” he begins. 
“When the bill comes in you don’t make 
the payment, so next month when the 
bill arrives, you still have the $2 coffee 
charge, except now there is another $35 
of penalties and interest. That makes you 
angry, so you don’t pay the bill and the 
following month in comes the bill with $35 
more interest and penalties and that $2 cup 
of coffee is now costing you $72, and you’re 
on the path to ruining your credit rating.”

The curriculum also includes the 
difference between credit and debit cards 

and selecting a bank for your first checking 
account, plus how to set aside savings.

In the end, students learn that when 
they are in control, they can make better 
life decisions.

The team at My Money Workshop has 
taught at numerous local high schools, and 
at colleges and universities in the tri-state 
area. The program has also been conducted 
at correctional institutions. 

Energized by the program’s success, Yaffa 
is determined to more than double the 
student population he has already reached. 
He is seeking interested organizations 
that might be interested in the program, 
including those with Spanish speaking 
populations.

To learn more about My Money 
Workshop, visit www.mymoneyworkshop.
com.

1. tilth (n.)
   A) an airplane’s rudder  B) a consumption tax  C) cultivation of land

2. indemnify (v.)
   A) to admire to excess  B) protect against damage  C) become the same

3. pneumatic (adj.)
   A) relating to air  B) powerful   C) stylish

4. probity (n.)
   A) a lavish expenditure  B) the human nose   C) confirmed integrity

5. punting (v.)
   A) to propel with a pole  B) show displeasure   C) make a payment

6. commodious (adj.)
   A) familiar  B) transferable   C) roomy

7. louche (adj.)
   A) humiliating  B) decadent   C) painstaking

8. farrago (n.)
   A) an assortment  B) a gambling game   C) an outpost 

One Roaring Summer. Given that summer has arrived, it is fitting that the words this week come 
from Bill Bryson’s book “One Summer America, 1927.” Bryson retells the story of one fabulous 
summer during the Roaring Twenties populated with the likes of Charles Lindbergh, Babe Ruth 
and Al Capone. Some of these words may make your vocabulary roar this summer. 

THERE’S A WORD FOR IT
A vocabulary-building quiz  

By Edward Goralski

ANSWERS:
1. C. Cultivation of land; tillage
2. B. To protect against damage, loss or injury; 
insure
3. A. Of or relating to air or other gasses
4. C. Complete and confirmed integrity; upright-

ness
5. A. To propel (a boat) with a pole
6. C. Spacious; roomy
7. B. Of questionable taste or morality; decadent
8. A. An assortment or medley; a conglomeration

Teaching the Basics of Personal Finance to High School, College Students

CLAIRE YAFFA PHOTOS
The My Money Workshop instructors who help high school seniors and college students better 
understand personal finance.

Richard Yaffa during a recent My Money Workshop 
class. 
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Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 11 a.m. Members: $5. Non-
members: $8. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit 
www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Toddler Craft. A half-hour program for 
toddlers to develop their fine motor skills 
creating simple crafts, using construction 
paper, markers and glue sticks. Cute crafts 
that your child can take home. For children 
18 months to four years old. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 11 a.m. Free. Also. July 11, 12, 18, 
19, 25 and 26. Info: 914-273-3887.

Children’s Craft. North Castle Public 
Library, 10 Clove Rd., North White Plains. 
11 a.m. Free. Info: 914-948-6359 or www.
northcastlelibrary.org.

Pirates of the Hudson: “The Greatest 
Story Never Told.” A rollicking show fresh 
from Off-Broadway is a swashbuckling 
pirate musical in which the audience helps 
write and perform the tale. The show begins 
with a crew of misfit pirates flung into the 
future by a bumbling sea witch with only 
one chance of returning home: performing 
the greatest pirate epic ever seen on stage. 
But when their script is torn asunder, 
these pirates-turned-actors are forced to 
improvise based on audience suggestions. 
Tarrytown Music Hall, 13 Main St., 
Tarrytown. 11 a.m., 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. 
Adults: $24. Children (17 and under): $18. 
Members of Historic Hudson Valley receive 
a $5 per ticket discount. Also includes 
admission to Philipsburg Manor. Info and 
tickets: Visit www.hudsonvalley.org.

Flights of Fancy. Walk among the 
butterflies in our Butterfly Exhibit, chat 
with a naturalist and learn about these 
“flying flowers.” Greenburgh Nature 
Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 2 
p.m. Members: Free. Non-members: 
$8. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Sunday, July 6
Church Service. St. John’s Episcopal 

Church, 8 Sunnyside Ave., Pleasantville. 
8 and 10 a.m. Every Sunday in July and 
August. Info: 914-769-0053.

Teaching Trails: A Community Path 
for Environmental Education. Join 
guided trail experience through the 
woodland forest. Discover who left that 
track, which tree makes the best animal 
home or which plant makes its own 
heat to help melt through the late winter 
ice. Program runs about 30 minutes. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 11:30 a.m. Free. Meets 
every Sunday. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit 
www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.                          

Argentine Tango Dances. Great music 
and dancing on a 3,500-square-foot 
dance floor. Enjoy a pleasant time with 
friends. Refreshments served. Broadway 
26 Dance, 26 Broadway, Hawthorne. 3 to 
6 p.m. $12. Also the third Saturday of each 
month from 8 p.m. to midnight. $16. Info: 

914-725-3023 or 914-484-5101 or e-mail 
sampelayo@optonline.net.

Monday, July 7
Play and Learn. Young children 

develop early literacy skills through play. 
For children one to three years old. North 
Castle Public Library, 10 Clove Rd., North 
White Plains. 10:30 a.m. Free. Also July 21 
and Aug. 4. Info: 914-948-6359 or www.
northcastlelibrary.org.

Mommy and Toddler Yoga. A 
30-minute program introducing children 
to yoga. Poses are incorporated into games 
and songs, allowing playful exploration 
of yoga. For children one to four years 
old. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 11 a.m. 
Free. Mondays through Aug. 18. Info: 
914-273-3887. 

Veterans Roundtable. Informal 
discussion and camaraderie among 
members and public service projects. 
Clinton Street Center, 1A Clinton St., 
Pleasantville. 1 to 2 p.m. Free. Meets every 
Monday. Info: 914-769-2021.

Wild Encounters Story Time. A six-
sessions program that features a nature-
themed story. Discover the wonders of 
nature while exploring fields, forests 
or landscaped grounds. For children 
three to five years old; with a parent or 
caregiver. Meets each Monday through 
Aug. 11. Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 
Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. 
Members: $50 per child. Non-members: 
$90 per child. Pre-payment and pre-
registration required. Info and pre-
registration: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Bike Club. Hickory & Tweed will be 
presenting a series focusing on mountain 
and road biking. For 12-year-olds and 
up. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 4 p.m. 
Free. Mondays in July. Info: 914-273-3887.

American History Book Group. 
“Lincoln” by David Herbert Donald 
will be discussed. Led by Barry Levy. 
Chappaqua Public Library, 195 S. Greeley 
Ave., Chappaqua. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-
238-4779 or www.chappaqualibrary.org.

Read the Book/See the Movie. Read 
great books, then experience them on 
film. Pizza will be served. For children 
entering third and fourth grades. 
Booklist available in the children’s room. 
Chappaqua Public Library, 195 S. Greeley 
Ave., Chappaqua. 7 p.m. Free. registration 
required. Info and registration: 914-238-
4779.

Adult Knitting Classes. Linda Hillesum 
will teach beginners the basics of this 
relaxing craft. Participants will need to 
bring one pair size-7 knitting needles; yarn 
will be supplied by the instructor. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. Free. Also 
July 14. Registration required at the library. 
Info: 914-769-0548.

Tuesday July, 8
Art All Day. Craft materials available 

for hands-on fun. For children of all ages; 
with an adult. Chappaqua Public Library, 
195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Free. Every Tuesday in July and 
August. Info: 914-238-4779 or www.
chappaqualibrary.org.

Lori Jo Toddler Music. Join Lori Jo 
for 45 minutes of singing and dancing. 
Children will have the opportunity to 
play instruments, learn new songs and 
games and interact with other children. 
For children six months to four years 
old. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 11 a.m. 
Free. Tuesdays through Aug. 19. Info: 914-
273-3887. 

Short Films for Short People. Watch 
picture books come alive on the big screen. 
(30 minutes.) For children of all ages. 
Chappaqua Public Library, 195 S. Greeley 
Ave., Chappaqua. 11 a.m. and 4 p.m. Free. 
Every Tuesday in July and August. Info: 
914-238-4779 or www.chappaqualibrary.
org.

Tuesdays for Tots Art Workshops. 
A series of workshops that introduces 
museum experiences and art explorations 
to children and their parents or caregivers.  
Explore the museum galleries together, 
make a mess with interesting art materials 
and learn new artistic ideas and activities. 
Meets for five consecutive Tuesdays. For 
children three to five years old. Katonah 
Museum of Art, 134 Jay St. (Route 22), 
Katonah. 1 to 2 p.m. Members: $75. Non-
members: $100. Registration required. 
Info and registration: 914-232-9555 ext. 0.

Discovery Time for Kids. Learn about 
science and history through non-fiction 
books, crafts and brief experiments. For 
children four to eight years old. North 
Castle Public Library, 10 Clove Rd., North 
White Plains. 4 p.m. Free. Also July 22. Info: 
914-948-6359 or www.northcastlelibrary.
org.

Amazing Extracurriculars. Join Keith 
Berman, president of Options for College, 
as he shares ideas on how to make the 
most of your interests. Perfect for those 
who want to get started over the summer. 
Students entering grades 9-12 and their 
parents welcome. Chappaqua Public 
Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 
7:30 to 8:30 p.m. Free. Info: 914-238-4779 
or www.chappaqualibrary.org.

Wednesday, July 9
Stories in Motion With Paulene. 

Paulene reads and acts out stories then 
encourages parents and children to act out 
various scenes from stories. Through games 
and play, children develop comprehension 
and an enjoyment of reading. For children 
one to four years old. North Castle Public 
Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 11 a.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

Support Group for Alzeheimer’s 
Caregivers. Temple Shaaray Tefila and 

Westchester Jewish Community Services 
have scheduled this forum to provide 
a place for caregivers to discuss their 
feelings, share their experiences and 
support one another. A specialist from 
the Alzheimer’s Association will lead the 
group and provide educational materials 
and information. All welcome. Temple 
Shaaray Tefila’s Youth Lounge, 89 Baldwin 
Rd., Baldwin Corners. 11 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. Free. Meets the second and fourth 
Wednesday of each month. Registration 
required. Info and registration: Contact 
the Alzheimer’s Association at 800-272-
3900 or visit www.alz.org/hudsonvalley.

Fiber/Yarn Hobby Group. Pleasantville 
Loves Yarn (PLY) is a group of knitters 
and fiber lovers who meet to learn 
from each other and enjoy each other’s 
company. Bring whatever you’re working 
on and share your knowledge or learn 
from the group. All skill levels and any 
fiber/yarn hobby (knitters, crocheters, 
spinners, weavers, etc.) welcome. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 1 to 3 p.m. Free. Info: 914-
769-0548.

Sing and Play in Spanish. It’s fun to learn 
Spanish. For three- and four-year-olds. 
Chappaqua Public Library, 195 S. Greeley 
Ave., Chappaqua. 2:30 p.m. Free. Also July 
16, 23 and 30. Registration required. Info 
and registration: 914-238-4779.

Discovery Time. Learn about science 
through non-fiction books, crafts and a 
brief experiment. Today’s topic is bash 
the trash. For children four to six years 
old. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 3 p.m. 
Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

Sensational Summer Science. Science-
based programming that focuses on the 
environment and science experiments. 
Today’s topic is bash the trash. For children 
seven years old and up. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 4 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

Author Talk. Chappaqua resident Brian 
White explores in his debut novel, “Cuba 
After Dark: Is This What Men Really 
Want?” the psychology of sexual fantasy. 
Chappaqua Public Library, 195 S. Greeley 
Ave., Chappaqua. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-
238-4779 or www.chappaqualibrary.org.

Thursday, July 10
Summer Art Adventures. A five-session 

art workshop for children six to 12 years 
old. Inspired bythe exhibition  “ICELAND: 
Artists Respond to Place,”  explore concepts 
of land, space and environment through 
different lenses and materials.  Sign up for 
individual workshops or the full series. 
Please bring lunch. Katonah Museum of 
Art, 134 Jay St. (Route 22), Katonah. 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Members: $50 for each class. 
Non-members: $60 per class. Discounts for 
multiple classes. Pre-registration required. 
Info and pre-registration: 914-232-9555 
ext. 0.

continued from page 24
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Champagne, 
Prosecco, Cava, 
Cremant, Asti 
Spumante, 
Sekt, Brachetto, 
Lambrusco and 
Franciacorta. 

All are highly 
regarded sparkling 
wines, some 
familiar, some 

flying well under the American wine 
consumer’s radar. But not all sparkling 
wines are equal.

The majority are made from three 
traditional grapes (Chardonnay, Pinot 
Noir and Pinot Meunier), but several 
are made from grapes indigenous to 
the region or country where they are 
produced.

The majority are made in one of 
the three common methods of adding 
sparklers (bubbles) to a still wine. 
The Méthode Champenois is 
utilized throughout the wine 
world and became famous in the 
Champagne region of France in 
the 18th century.

I have sampled many 
representative sparkling wines 
from wine regions round the globe and 
have formed varying impressions of 
each. As much as I enjoy Champagne, 

there are other sparkling wines that are as 
pleasing, and at a significantly lesser cost. 
A number of my favorites are made in 
the United States (notably California) by 
American producers (Schramsberg, Iron 
Horse, Laetitia) and French producers 
(Moët et Chandon, Taittinger, Roederer, 
Gloria Ferrer).

Several foreign-based regions and 
producers have had little exposure in the 
United States. One that I am particularly 
enamored with is Franciacorta (produced 
in Italy) and its premier winery, Berlucchi.

I had enjoyed a Franciacorta at a 
restaurant in the late 20th century. It was 
very distinctive and I searched the retail 

market for other examples; none 
could be found. Fast forward to 
last month and an offer comes 
via email to sample a bottle 
of Berlucchi Franciacorta. I 
typically accept such offers only 

if the proffered wine is in 
some way unique or invokes 

memories of long-forgotten 
interests. I eagerly accepted 

the offer.
Franciacorta’s reputation is 

not widely known or acknowledged. In 
my opinion this unheralded wine region 
produces a number of fine sparkling wines 

that rival the finest Champagnes. Within 
Italy the better known, and more widely 
consumed, sparkling wine is Prosecco. By 
comparison the less refined Prosecco is 
straightforward and lacks the finesse and 
complexity of Franciacorta. However, at 
a price typically under $20, Prosecco is 
more appealing than its neighbor to the 
west, which typically starts at $30.

Franciacorta is both a geographical 
subregion and a style of wine.

The subregion is in 
north central Italy, within 
the province of Lombardy, 
whose capital is Milan).

The wine is primarily 
composed of Chardonnay 
and may be blended with 
small amounts of Pinot 
Noir or Pinot Blanc. It is 
produced using the Méthode Champenois. 
The unique climate and terrain of this 
area contribute to the complexity and 
finesse of the end product. With the Swiss 
Alps to the north and the low, rolling hills, 
the sun’s warmth adds vigor to ripening 
grapes in Franciacorta. The cool nights 
balance the fruit and acid development so 
critical to fine sparkling wine.

Berlucchi is the First Family of 
Franciacorta. They produced the first 

sparkling wine in the region and one of the 
first sparklers in Italy using the Méthode 
Champenois. But unlike Champagne, 
with its five centuries of sparkling wine 
history, Guido Berlucchi and his partner, 
Franco Ziliani, began making their fabled 
wine in 1961.

My tasting notes: The sophistication 
and complexity of this Brut were 
attributable to the perfect balance of 
fruit and acid. Aromas of apple and pear 
wafted from my glass. These aromas were 
followed by a clean, vibrant sensation on 
my palate, coupled with a velvety mouth 

feel. The loving care and 
skilled craftsmanship the 
Berlucchi family is very 
evident.

Finding Franciacorta 
sparkling wine is still a 
daunting task in our area. 
My palate and my wallet 
say it is worth the effort.

Nick Antonaccio is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years 
he has conducted wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

Enjoying One of the World’s Best Sparkling Wine Regions

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

By Nick Antonaccio

‘Franciacorta and its premier producer, Berlucchi.’

It’s all about you.

Excited about the Pleasantville Music Festival 
Saturday, July 12? We are. Great bands. Great times. In a 

great village. And PCTV is going to be there to cover it as 

always. Want a preview of this year’s artists? Watch 

Catching Up with Mayor Peter Scherer any 

day on PCTV at 8 am, 2 pm, or 8 pm to get a peek at who’s 

playing. Or watch online at pctv76.org. Be in the 

know before the show.

 
   

SEE THE BEST 
OF THE FEST 
(BEFORE ALL THE REST)

Experience = Success
This is the formula needed if you are looking to sell or buy your home.
As a lifelong resident of Pleasantville with more than ten years experience in
Real Estate as a top producer, I will be happy to answer all your questions.

Please call Sharon Tompkins Foley, Century 21 Haviland 914-745-9368
And remember - my time is your time.

Sharon 
Tompkins 
Foley 
914-769-2222
914-745-9368
(Voicemail) 370 Manville Road, Pleasantville
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Michael’s 
Garden Gate Nursery

39th Annual 1¢ Sale
Sale Starts  Thursday July 3rd through Sun July 20th

Mon.-Sat. 9-5:30, Sun 10-4 • Open July 4th 9-4

BUY ONE - GET SECOND FOR 1¢

914-666-3177
146 North Bedford Road

Mt. Kisco, Rt. 117

ALL SALES FINAL, NO RAINCHECKS, NO FURTHER DISCOUNTS, NO GUARANTEES OR REFUNDS ON SALE ITEMS. WHILE SUPPLIES LAST.

Michael’s 
Garden Gate Nursery

38th Annual 1¢ Sale
Sale Starts  Thursday July 4th through Sun July 21st

Mon.-Sat. 9-5:30, Sun 10-4 • Open July 4th 9-4

BUY ONE - GET SECOND FOR 1¢

914-666-3177
146 North Bedford Road

Mt. Kisco, Rt. 117
SPECIAL SALE

On Outdoor Pots
Window Boxes • Planters

25% OFF
All Outdoor Clay, Cement,

Ceramic, Plastic

ALL SALES FINAL, NO RAINCHECKS, NO FURTHER DISCOUNTS, NO GUARANTEES OR REFUNDS ON SALE ITEMS. WHILE SUPPLIES LAST.

SPECIAL SALE
On Outdoor Pots

Window Boxes • Planters
25% OFF

All Outdoor Clay, Cement,
Ceramic, Plastic


