
By Neal Rentz
A familiar face is set to return to 

municipal government in Mount Kisco.
The village board was expected to 

approve the hiring of former New 
Castle Town Administrator Jerry Faiella 
as its interim manager at last night’s 
(Monday) meeting to replace James 
Palmer. 

Palmer, who has served as village 
manager since 2006, is leaving the 
village next week to become Bronxville’s 
new administrator.

Mount Kisco Mayor Michael Cindrich 
said last week Faiella would serve in 
the interim post “for an unspecified 
period of time.” He will be paid a pro-
rated $159,948 salary for as long as the 
temporary job runs.

Faiella has the right background  
for the village manager’s post, the  

mayor said.
“Jerry is a professional experienced 

manager with an understanding of 
Mount Kisco,” Cindrich said. “In 
addition to his experience with the Town 
of New Castle, Mr. Faiella has worked 
in communities with demographics 
similar to Mount Kisco. I have known 
Mr. Faiella for over 10 years, and 
with the help of a longtime associate, 
recruited Jerry for the position.”

Faiella, an Ossining resident, retired 
from New Castle in 2010 after serving 
in that municipality for 13 years. 
He has been employed in municipal 
government for 33 years. Before his 
service in New Castle he held a similar 
position in the Village of Ossining.

When reached over the weekend, 
Faiella declined to speak about his 

By Martin Wilbur
Residents living near the former 

Reader’s Digest property last week 
blasted  developer Summit/Greenfield’s 
rezone request to allow 120,000 square 
feet of retail while some accused New 
Castle Supervisor Robert Greenstein of 
reneging on his campaign promises.

Speakers detailed for more than three 
hours how the plan would severely 
degrade their quality of life if the town 
board was to rezone about 30 acres of the 
Chappaqua Crossing campus for retail 
use. Criticisms included increased traffic 
on already overloaded roads, pollution 
and noise and the potential harmful 
impact the retail center could have on 
downtown Chappaqua.

Residents argued that despite the 
prior town board’s adoption last October 

of the previously configured project’s 
findings statement, the current board is 
not bound to grant the rezone.

“We’re changing the character of this 
portion of the community, and yes, 
we’ve accepted the findings, but what the 
findings say to me is that we’re making 
enormous changes to our community 
by adopting this project,” said Cowdin 
Circle resident Rita Tobin. “I think 
you’ve still got the discretion to say we 
don’t want to do that.”

A key issue is whether the town will 
require Summit/Greenfield to submit 
a new Supplemental Environmental 
Impact Statement (SEIS). A revised plan 
for a “traditional neighborhood design” 
was filed with the town on Apr. 4. 

Instead of placing the 120,000 square 

By Janine Bowen
Following a three-month 

postponement, the Pleasantville Village 
Board is prepared to vote on the proposed 
zoning change for the Benchmark Senior 
Living project next Monday. 

The decision whether to create a 
floating zone to accommodate the 87-
unit project near the United Methodist 
Church was initially scheduled for 
March 31. However, it was delayed after a 
letter arrived from the state Department 
of Transportation (DOT) shortly before 
that night’s meeting, which raised 
several issues, including ownership of 
a retaining wall and whether the wall 
would need to be moved back onto the 
property.

In April, the DOT revealed the wall 

could stay put, but Benchmark still had 
to comply with a variety of requests from 
the agency. Following the submission of 
various documents to the DOT, village 
trustees had their first opportunity to 
review the submissions at their June 9  
meeting.

“It is the view of all of us, including 
our planning consultant…that 
Benchmark has satisfactorily addressed 
the comments of the Department of 
Transportation, which for the most 
part, were clarification of facts that were 
already on the table,” said Mayor Peter 
Scherer.

One change made was increasing the 
size of the cut planned for the retaining 
wall for the site’s entrance by 15 feet on 
either side. Benchmark representative 
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Junior Girl Scout Troop 1151 thanked the Pleasantville community for making its book drive a 
smashing success and helping the troop’s members earn their Bronze Award. With the help 
of  business partnerships, including The Village Bookstore, Lucio’s Pizza, Starbucks, Jacob 
Burns Film Center and Pony Express, the troop was able to exceed its initial goal of  500 
book donations and delivered more than 1,100 books to Open Door Family Medical Centers 
in Ossining. The books will be distributed to the center’s visitors as part of  a national literacy 
program emphasizing the importance of  reading and the exposure to literature at an early age.  
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feet of retail, including the supermarket, 
in existing buildings on the campus 
similar to conventional shopping centers, 
there will be a new free-standing building 
that will house the 40,000-square-foot 
Whole Foods supermarket and another 
10,000-square-foot space. The remaining 
70,000 square feet will be built along 
the main internal street leading from 
the Route 117 entrance to the campus’s 
iconic cupola building.  

Another resident, Jessica Reinmann, 
who spoke on her own behalf and for 
a group of residents called Citizens for 
Responsible Zoning, also urged the 
board to reject the Chappaqua Crossing 
rezone and order a new SEIS because of 
the changes. 

“It is imperative that the traffic 
be studied again with this new 
development,” Reinmann said. “It is 
a completely different plan, including 
agriculture, including different amounts 
of stores, stores in different locations, 
signs in different locations and the 
demolition of a complete building. We 
have to make sure that this does not 
change the character of Chappaqua.”

Summit/Greenfield brought its traffic 
consultant, Dr. John Collins, to the 
meeting to explain that while there 

would be an increase in traffic, the 
impact would be less than if it would 
be under the previous plan with larger 
stores. There has also been no appreciable 
increase in traffic on the area’s roadways 
from 2008 to 2013, he said.

Attorney John Marwell, representing 
Summit/Greenfield, said his client and 
its representatives believe that with 
last October’s adoption of the findings 
statement by the town board, the 
environmental review is complete. He 
called the Chappaqua Crossing review, 
which has gone on since 2005, “the most 
comprehensive I’ve seen in my 35 years 
in law practice.”

“The number of conditions is 
remarkable, the mitigation measures 
quite remarkable in my view,” Marwell 
said.

Collins said that the size of a 
supermarket determines the volume of 
traffic it would generate. In addition to 
Whole Foods, another  25,000 square feet 
will likely be a gym, which would also 
lower the traffic counts from traditional 
retail, he said.

However, Councilwoman Lisa 
Katz echoed several other speakers’ 
sentiments when she said that the 
presence of a Whole Foods at Chappaqua 
Crossing would likely alter typical traffic 
patterns. Katz said she currently drives 

to the White Plains Whole Foods to 
shop and other customers throughout 
northern Westchester would likely come 
to Chappaqua if the supermarket opens.

Comments earlier this year from 
Greenstein indicating the town could 
be boxed in legally because of last year’s 
findings statement approval riled up 
many of the project’s opponents who 
voted for him, Katz and Councilman 
Adam Brodsky.  

Greenstein took the brunt of most 
of the criticisms last week, with several 
residents accusing him of flip-flopping 
on the issue. David Gladstone of 
Annandale Road was the most animated, 
calling Greenstein a “liar” for suggesting 
that the vote for an approval may be 
a legal decision based on the threat of 
litigation from Summit/Greenfield and 
previous boards.

“You spoke in the fall, you stood up 
here, you called the prior town board 
liars,” Gladstone said. “We sat here and 
couldn’t believe it. As I e-mailed you this 
morning, you are the liar, you have not 
stood by what you were elected for. You 
owe us an apology, you owe the town 
an explanation. I think you should be 
stepping aside. You’re not doing the job 
you were elected to do.”

Greenstein dismissed Gladstone’s 
correspondences to him as “nasty, insane 

e-mails.” He said that some residents 
were selectively choosing some of his 
campaign statements, but that they 
conveniently forgot that a Whole Foods 
was one use he said he could support at 
Chappaqua Crossing.

“For people to come up here and say 
it’s a 100 percent about-face, you’ve 
got to look at what I’ve said on the five 
months of the election,” Greenstein said.

A few other residents were angered 
that Councilwoman Elise Kessler 
Mottel, after recusing herself from the 
application’s discussions for four years, 
announced last month she would be 
rejoining the board and eventually 
voting on the rezone. 

A partner in a Manhattan law firm 
that represented a Summit/Greenfield 
partner, Mottel said her firm is no longer 
doing business with that company with 
no expectation that the relationship 
would resume.

Gladstone called for the board to have 
the town’s Ethics Board examine Mottel’s 
sudden reversal.

While comments from last week’s 
forum will be included in the record, it 
was not part of the official public hearing. 
The town missed the deadline to publish 
the legal notice, forcing postponement 
of the start of the hearing to its next 
meeting next Tuesday, June 24.

Chap Crossing Opponents Urge More Study, Slam Board for Wavering
continued from page 1
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By Neal Rentz
The Mount Pleasant Board of 

Education may vote within the next few 
weeks to approve a capital projects bond 
of up to $50 million that could go before 
the district’s voters this fall.

Board of Education President James 
Grieco said last week the bond could be 
between $45 million and $50 million. 

“We don’t want it to be more than our 
annual budget,” said Grieco, who noted 
that the bond would be for 20 years.

The 2014-15 budget approved by 
district voters last month is $55.75 
million.

The board of education has tentatively 

scheduled a discussion on the possible 
bond issue for its June 25 work session. 

Grieco said a referendum could go to 
district voters in October or November 
and could be finalized by the trustees by 
early July.

He said the board agreed with 
recommendations from most of the 31 
members from the district’s Facilities 
Steering Committee. The committee 
addressed school officials two weeks ago.

The work would focus primarily on 
the middle school/high school campus. 
Some of the projects recommended 
by the committee include a new two-
story science wing that would contain 

additional labs; a new artificial turf 
athletic field; an athletic field press 
box; a common suite for the schools’ 
nurses; new fitness rooms; creation of 
a second access road into the campus; 
and renovations for the high school 
auditorium. Major upgrades have not 
been made to the two schools since they 
opened in the early 1960s.

The bond would also include money for 
projects at the district’s two elementary 
schools, including renovating walkways 
and entrances, Grieco said. 

Work could also include between 
$6 million and $10 million in energy 
conservation projects, which Grieco said 

“pays for itself ” via future energy cost 
savings. 

If a proposition is approved, the 
district would put out a Request for 
Proposal with private contractors to 
provide the district with suggestions on 
energy conservation projects, Grieco 
said. The district has been working 
with the architectural firm of KG&D of 
Mount Kisco.

By Neal Rentz
The Mount Pleasant Town Board 

unanimously agreed last Tuesday night 
to file suit against Westchester Medical 
Center over its refusal to seek municipal 
approvals to construct a seven-story 
medical office building in Valhalla. 

As a result of the board’s June 10 vote, 
the town has instructed its legal counsel 
from the law firm of Harris Beach to 
seek a temporary restraining order and a 
preliminary injunction in state Supreme 
Court in White Plains.

“We’re very concerned about 

the impacts to the community by 
the development of the property,” 
Supervisor Joan Maybury said last week. 
“It is clearly within the jurisdiction of 
the town.” 

Westchester Medical Center 
representatives have contended that 
the hospital has the authority under the 
Westchester County Health Care Corp. 
to bypass Mount Pleasant’s approval 
process, which it did previously when 
the children’s hospital was constructed. 
While the medical center does not 
intend to declare itself lead agency, it has 

listed itself as the only involved agency.
Messages left for medical center 

officials were not returned last week.
On May 1, the hospital outlined its 

plans to construct the building, which 
would contain 260,000  square feet of 
space. It would be located between the 
existing university hospital and the 
Taylor Pavilion buildings. 

The new building would be used 
for ambulatory surgery and related 
services and medical office space for 
doctors. 

Mount Pleasant Board of  Education President 
James Grieco

Mt. Pleasant Files Suit Against Westchester Medical Center 
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Richard Pearson explained that due to 
the curvature of the planned driveway, 
the larger opening will not have a major 
visual impact. 

The size of the opening was increased 
at the request of the DOT in order to 
create greater sight distance for drivers, 
many of whom would be elderly, entering 
or leaving the property. 

The larger opening will also 
accommodate more snow storage during 
the winter months. In addition, the site 
will now include a guardrail on one side 
to prevent potential head-on collisions.  

Benchmark will be responsible for 
the retaining wall, which Scherer said 
is better for the community. That way 
the wall will not become a liability for 
taxpayers, he said. Village trustees noted 
that the stability of the wall once it is 
cut is a concern, but it has recently been 
deemed stable following a review by 
engineers. 

Neighboring residents have opposed 
the Benchmark project, with many 
believing that the structure would not 
fit in with the residential neighborhood. 
Also, many local residents would not be 
able to afford to live there. 

Many residents have also objected to 
the implementation of a floating zone 
to accommodate the project, accusing 
village officials of engaging in spot zoning 
and fearing the use of the zone will allow 

for the construction of more commercial 
buildings in other residential areas. 

In an effort to gather public support, 
Benchmark Senior Living sent a mailer 
out to all village residents, which 
contained a letter and a fact sheet 
explaining issues such as the floating 
zone and the facility’s benefits.

Bill Stoller, one of the residents 
who received the literature, noted that 
much of the information rehashed old 
arguments already discussed at multiple 
public meetings and accused Benchmark 
of making false arguments. He noted that 
the flyer states that Benchmark reduced 
the height of the proposed building from 
four stories to three, but pointed out 
that this was only done after the village 
would not allow the four-story building. 
Despite the reduced height, the facility 
will still house the same number of 
people, Stoller said.

He also said that while the letter touts 
how the facility would generate $400,000 
in property taxes, residents have stated 
that that sum is largely insignificant 
compared to the size of the village and 
Pleasantville School District budgets. 
Therefore, tax rates will hardly be 
affected. 

Stoller questioned why Benchmark 
chose to send this information out now, 
as opposed to March, considering that 
the public record on the matter closed a 
week before the original vote was set to 

take place.
“I personally think it’s a little telling 

that now they send this,” Stoller said. 
“We were going to vote March 31 and 
they didn’t do this. Now why didn’t they 
do this then but they’re doing it now? 
Did they think in March that they had it 
in the bag, and they think in June maybe 
not?” 

David J. Cooper, an attorney with Zarin 
& Steinmetz, the law firm representing 
Benchmark Senior Living, stated that 
the information was recently sent to 
residents because the company felt many 
were still misinformed about the project. 
They wanted to ease residents’ concerns 
about the floating zone and assure them 
it would not result in mass development 
of commercial buildings.

“In between [March] and now, there 
was a lot of misinformation that was 
floating around the village, and we felt 
that it was appropriate to correct that 
misinformation…I think if people 
understand the facts they will get behind 
the project, so we certainly want the facts 
out there,” Cooper said. “There is a lot of 
good, not only for the village, but for the 
community itself.” 

Scherer said that it is the “preliminary 
intention” of the board to vote on the 
Benchmark resolution on Monday. The 
meeting is scheduled for 8 p.m.

Pleasantville Eyes June 23 for Assisted Living Facility Rezone Vote
continued from page 1
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Ex-New Castle 
Administrator to Be 
Named Interim Mt. 
Kisco Manager
continued from page 1
anticipated appointment but was 
preparing to address the board and the 
public at last night’s meeting.

Two New Castle officials who 
worked with Faiella praised him for his 
professionalism.

Current Town Administrator Jill 
Simon Shapiro called Mount Kisco’s 
selection of Faiella a “fabulous choice.” 

“Jerry Faiella is a town administrator’s 
town administrator,” Shapiro said. “He’s 
professional. He’s highly qualified.”

Councilman Jason Chapin, who was 
previously on the board from 2000 to 
2003 during part of Faiella’s tenure in 
New Castle, said his experience would 
be an asset to Mount Kisco. In addition 
to the experience, Chapin called Faiella 
very creative and knowledgeable.

“He was great. He had great 
relations with all the departments and 
neighboring towns,” Chapin said.

Although Faiella’s hiring is temporary, 
it may provide more opportunities 
for New Castle and Mount Kisco to 
collaborate, he said. 
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By Neal Rentz
Mount Kisco Mayor Michael Cindrich 

is hopeful the longtime vacant property 
that formerly housed Borders bookstore 
will soon get a new tenant despite a 
foreclosure agreement having been 
agreed to late last month.

The former landlord of the site, 
Mount Kisco Associates LP, came to 
an agreement with Greenwich Capital 
Financial Products in state Supreme 
Court in White Plains on May 30 to 
settle the bank’s lawsuit. 

According to court documents, Mount 
Kisco Associates took out a loan with 
Greenwich Capital for $6.3 million on 
Sept. 4, 2007. The settlement agreement 
called for Mount Kisco Associates to 
pay Greenwich Capital $9.1 million in 
principal, interest and other costs. 

Cindrich said he is glad that the legal 
wrangling has concluded, which will 
hopefully open the door for the roughly 
20,000-square-foot space at 154-162 E. 
Main St. to be occupied. It has been vacant 
since September 2011 after Borders filed 
for bankruptcy and operations ceased. 
The prime commercial real estate has 
been one of the most recognizable 
commercial vacancies in the village.

“The latest news closes the chapter on 
the dispute and legal issues between the 
lender and the property owner of record. 
Good news,” Cindrich said. “After the 
foreclosure sale the new owner should be 
focusing on a return on his investment, 
securing a tenant. I believe those 
interested in the property will surface 
after the foreclosure sale. Hopefully we 
will see some action soon.”

The bank has charged that Mount 
Kisco Associates has defaulted on its 
mortgage in April 2012. 

Representatives of Mount Kisco 
Associates could not be reached for 
comment last week. 

Borders Property Foreclosed in Mt. Kisco; Mayor Optimistic for Tenant

Revisions to Mount Kisco Senior Housing Complex Plan Reviewed

The property on Main Street in Mount Kisco that once housed Borders bookstore. The property was 
foreclosed last week.

By Neal Rentz
The developers of a proposed 129-

unit assisted living facility in Mount 
Kisco have submitted a revised a plan 
that would see a narrower access road 
into the site and three retaining walls.

Mark Miller, an attorney representing 
developers Hearth Management and the 
Fortus Group, applicants of The Hearth 
at Mount Kisco on Kisco Avenue, told 
the planning board last week his clients 

are asking for a 24-foot-wide access road 
to meet New York City Department of 
Environmental Protection (DEP) for 
impervious surfaces. The previously 
proposed access road was 28 feet wide.

“We have been talking with the DEP 
about stormwater management of the 
lower road,” said W. Charles Ustchchig, 
an engineer for the developers.

The agency is involved in the process 
because the applicant requires a DEP 

waiver due to stormwater that would 
be discharged and run off into the New 
York City watershed.

Ustchchig said the revised plan also 
calls for three six-foot-high concrete 
retaining walls and a stormwater 
retention basin between two- and two-
and-a-half-feet deep. 

Following a question from board 
member Doug Hertz about screening 
the retaining walls with trees, Ustchchig 

said he did not know the precise number 
of trees that would be needed “to soften 
the appearance of the walls.” 

Plans call for the facility to contain 89 
assisted care units and 40 dementia care 
units.

The application will be discussed 
again at the planning board’s next 
meeting on June 24.  

40 Bedford Road, Armonk, NY 10504 • 914-273-9280
www.drakicosmeticdentist.com

Cosmetic and Implant Dentistry, Ceramic Veneers, 
Crowns, Bridges, Dentures, Root Canal Therapy,  

Teeth Cleaning and Whitening, In House Lab
 New Patient Special! Call For Details

241-3851
Norm Ave.
Mt. Kisco

(next to Kohl’s)

• Gravel • Mulches • Topsoil • Fieldstone

BEDFORD GRAVEL
& LANDSCAPE SUPPLY

Serving the Area Since 1949

Topsoil 
• Sand • Stonedust • Sweet Peet
• BBQ Pits • Flagstone • Item #4
• Belgian Block • Cobblestones

• Wallstone • Brick Pavers
• Grass Seed • Fertilizer
www.bedfordgravel.com
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By Martin Wilbur
Three years after North Castle’s only 

diner was abruptly shuttered, the town 
will once again see a familiar type of 
eatery re-opened at the site.

Last week the planning board granted 
final approval to the new North Castle 
Townhouse Diner on Route 22 in North 
White Plains at the same location the  
North Castle Diner operated for 60 years.

Owner Konstantinos Koutros will 
renovate the interior of the free-standing 
structure and reconfigure the parking lot 

with improved circulation, said Adam 
Kaufman, the town’s director of planning. 

In addition to those improvements, 
other conditions for approval include 
an enclosure for the outdoor trash bins, 
landscaping of the property and better 
lighting, according to the town’s site plan 
resolution.

Koutros must also complete the 
sidewalk along the diner’s North 
Broadway frontage and construct a 
pedestrian path leading from the sidewalk 
into the parking lot.

Planning Board Chairman Arthur 
Adelman said while there were some 
concerns with the parking lot, the 
improved circulation, sidewalk and 
pedestrian path is a good tradeoff from 
what has been in place.

“So, I think net, it’s quite an acceptable 
approach,” Adelman said.

The North Castle Diner went out of 
business with no warning from its then 
owner Salvatore DeRaffele in July 2011. 
At the time, all that was left was a note 
taped to the front door thanking the 

community for their support the morning 
after staff had completed its final shift.

No estimate was given for when the 
new diner may re-open. The site plan 
approval is good for one year for the 
owner to adhere to the conditions spelled 
out in last week’s resolution. An extension 
may be granted by the town.

The old North Castle Diner, days after it was 
closed in 2011. A new owner received site plan 
approval last week to re-open a new diner at the 
site.

New Establishment to Open at Old North Castle Diner Site
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4 Washington Avenue, 
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Open 7 Days — 
Friday and Saturday until 8pm
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Home Accessories • Antiques 
• Exquisite Jewelry • & more...

Apparel by

Unique one-of-a-kind 
gifts for everyone — 
including yourself!

4 Washington Avenue, 
Pleasantville 914-741-6294

Open 7 Days — 
Friday and Saturday until 8pm
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No. Castle Moves Forward With Wampus Brook Park South Plan
By Jason Birkelbach

The North Castle Town Board approved 
a proposal last week to begin the first 
phase of planning for the development of 
Wampus Brook Park South in downtown 
Armonk.

Recreation Supervisor Matt Trainor 
presented the major details of the plan 
from the town’s engineers, Kellard 
Sessions, at the June 11 board meeting .  

The proposal that officials have decided 
on includes two separate activity areas at 
the site, located near the intersection of 
Maple Avenue and Bedford Road, said 
Director of Planning Adam Kaufman. 

However, there are two different plans 
that address parking, which was a major 
issue when the initial plans were first 

presented. One alternative features the 
parking to be located along the row of 
spaces at Elide Plaza that borders the 
town-owned parkland. The second option 
would move the parking about 20 feet 
onto town land and require another curb 
cut to allow vehicles to enter and exit on 
the Bedford Road side, Kaufman said.

For the town to use Elide Plaza it would 
need to reach an agreement with the 
property owner, he said.

Phase One also includes cleanup of 
the stream that runs near the park and 
other services from Kellard Sessions, such 
as environmental services, surveys and 
permit requirements.

“Essentially what Phase One does, is it 
gets us to the point where we are going 

to have an idea of how much the overall 
project is going to cost,” Trainor said. 

Once a site plan is agreed upon, final 
designs will be prepared for the project.

Town officials sought to find a use for 
the little used and overgrown park after 
dozens of trees at the site were toppled 
during Superstorm Sandy. A majority 
of the previous town board had first 
proposed a dog park but that generated 
stiff opposition.

Officials later discussed using the area 
for passive recreation. It is located across 
the street from Wampus Brook Park, 
which is also a town facility.

Martin Wilbur contributed to this 
article.
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Gary Udice
Gary Udice of Hawthorne died on June 

9 at his residence. 
He was 62.
Udice was born on Feb. 24, 1952, 

to the late Joseph and Mae Udice in 
White Plains. He was a member of the 
Carpenters Union in New York City. 

He is survived by his brother, Kenneth 
(Debra) Udice, of Thornwood; his sister, 
Carol Scarcello, of Ft. Myers, Fla.; and his 
nieces and nephews, Robbin (Michael) 
Capossela, Loraine Izzo, Renee (Curtis) 
McCoy, Jessica (Brandon) Nichols and 
Keegan Udice. He also is survived by his 
beloved companion, Joanne Russotti, of 
Carmel. 

Visitation was at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home on June 13. Interment was private.

SMALL NEWS 
IS BIG NEWS

Advertise in 
The Examiner 
914-864-0878
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Obituaries
Valerie Celano

Valerie A. Celano, formerly of Ossining 
and Valhalla, died on June 14.

She was 79.
Celano was born on July 30, 1934, to 

the late Donald and Ann (nee Acker) 
Heagney in Hawthorne. She was a retired 
bookkeeper with I. Schwartz & Sons 
Hardware in Hartsdale. 

Celano is survived by her loving 
children, David Celano, of Wappingers 
Falls, Ellen Celano of Ringwood, N.J., 
Valerie Carlson of Bethel, Conn. and  
Anne Mosel (Jack) of Lake Carmel; one 
sister, Katharine Cahill; three brothers, 

Paul, Phil and Leslie Heagney; and two 
cherished granddaughters, Tina Beville 
and Julie Keefe. She was predeceased by 
her brother, Donald Heagney, and her 
former husband, Nicholas E. Celano, 
earlier this year. 

Visitation will be at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home today (Tuesday) from 2 to 4 p.m. 
and 7 to 9 p.m. Funeral services will be 
held at 8 p.m. Interment will be at the 
family plot at the Hawthorne Dutch 
Reformed Church Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, donations to the 
Michael J. Fox Foundation for Parkinson’s 
Research at www.michealjfox.org would 
be appreciated.
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Frank Chiera
Frank L. Chiera of Valhalla died on 

June 9 at Calvary Hospital in the Bronx. 
He was 81.
Chiera was born on Oct. 22,1932, 

to the late Vincent and Domenica (nee 
Martelli) Chiera in Greenburgh. He was 
a retired teacher and coach in the White 
Plains School District. 

Chiera was predeceased by his devoted 
wife, Julie (nee Dolinish) Chiera, in 
2007, and two brothers, Nicholas and 
Joseph. He is survived by his loving 
children, Frank L. Jr. (Cynthia) Chiera 

of Cold Spring and Lisa (Christopher) 
Eisdorfer of Cooper City, Fla., and his 
five cherished grandchildren, Michael 
and Daniel Eisdorfer and Nicholas, 
Allison and Madison Chiera. 

Visitation was at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home on June 11. A funeral Mass was 
held at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church 
in White Plains on June 12 followed 
by entombment at Gate of Heaven 
Cemetery in Hawthorne. 

In lieu of flowers, donations to 
Benefitting Children with Cancer at 
www.chierafamilyfoundation.org would 
be appreciated.

Antonina Fernandez
Antonina Fernandez, most recently 

of Yorktown Heights and formerly of 
Hawthorne, died on June 9. 

She was 85.
Fernandez was born on June 17, 

1928, to the late Samuel and Anisia 
Kukresh in New York City. She was a 
retired receptionist with Fire Systems in 
Hawthorne.

Fernandez was predeceased by her 
devoted husband, Carl, in 2013. She 
is survived by her loving son, Steve 
(Elaine Bliss) Fernandez, of Carmel; her 
two cherished grandchildren, Daniel 
and Nicole Fernandez; one sister, Anna 
(John) Arnott, of Tennessee; and one 
brother, Peter (Bonnie Sears) Kukresh, 
of Sharon, Conn. 

Visitation was scheduled for 
Hawthorne Funeral Home today 
(Tuesday) at noon followed by graveside 
services at Kensico Cemetery in Valhalla 
at 1 p.m.

Salvatore DiPierro
Salvatore DiPierro, formerly of Yonkers, 

passed away on June 7.
He was 104.
DiPierro was born on March 24, 1910, 

to the late Frank and Maria DiPierro in 
New York City. He spent his entire career 
working as a draftsman for Con Edison. 

DiPierro was predeceased by his 
devoted wife of 75 years, Olympia (nee 
D’Onofrio), in 2009, and is survived by his 

loving children, Larry (Rose) DiPierro and 
Andrea DelGiudice. He is also survived 
by his four cherished grandchildren and 
four great-grandchildren. 

Visitation was at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home on June 9. A funeral Mass was 
held at St. Anthony of Padua Church 
in West Harrison on June 10, followed 
by interment at Kensico Cemetery in 
Valhalla. 

In lieu of flowers, donations to the 
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society would 
be appreciated
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By Martin Wilbur
New Castle residents will have to wait 

at least another week to learn whether 
a state board will approve multiple 
fire safety code variances to allow the 
Chappaqua affordable housing project to 
be built.

The Department of State’s Hudson 
Valley Regional Board of Review 
postponed its decision last Tuesday 
whether to grant developer Conifer 
Realty the eight variances it has requested 
for the controversial 28-unit project on 
Hunts Lane. 

Although there was a quorum, the 

adjournment was requested by Conifer 
attorney Randall McLaughlin when 
only three members of the five-member 
board appeared for the June 10 meeting 
at Cortlandt Town Hall.

As of Monday morning, there has 
still been no announced date for a 
rescheduled vote. New Castle Supervisor 
Robert Greenstein said during last 
Tuesday night’s town board meeting that 
the decision could come as soon as next 
week.

McLaughlin said he’s hopeful it can 
occur before the end of the month as 
well.

“The chairman has been part of 
this process from the beginning,” 
McLaughlin said of his decision to ask 
for a postponement. “He heard the 
testimony and we’d like him to be part of 
the decision-making process.”

Three votes are needed to approve the 
variances whether there are three, four 
or five members in attendance. 

Conifer needs to obtain the variances 
for a building permit from the town 
and public funding from the state and 
Westchester County. The 28 units would 
count toward the county’s requirement 
to build 750 units of affordable housing 

by the end of 2016 as outlined in 
the 2009 settlement with the federal 
government.

Although last year’s town board 
approved the project, it continues to 
face stern opposition from community 
members who have argued that the 
building would pose a safety threat 
to its residents. New Castle Building 
Inspector William Maskiell told the 
state Board of Review in April that 
there is insufficient room for fire trucks 
to adequately fight a fire on the roughly 
one-third-of-an-acre site.

The property is surrounded by the 
Metro-North train tracks on one side 
and the Saw Mill Parkway on another. 

McLaughlin said that while the 
postponement is another unwanted 
delay, it’s part of an important process.

“It again delays the project and is a 
delay for families to get into affordable 
housing and quality housing,” he said. 
“But this is a process we’ve been in 
and we fully expect that when the full 
board meets, or at least four members 
of the board meet, that the result will be 
positive.”

Several project opponents who 
attended the session, criticized the 
board for failing to inform the public of 
the postponement, which was decided 
the day before.

Decision on Variances for Chappaqua Affordable Housing Project Postponed

20

For Booth/Volunteer 
Information, Contact Us At:
914.289.0500
914.630.1829
hispanicheritageday2014@gmail.com

A l i a n z a  L a t i n a

www.hispanicheritageday.com

To attend the festival, ride the
Harlem Line to Valhalla Station.

Castelli to Force GOP Primary for 40th Senate District Seat
By Martin Wilbur and David Propper 

Former Assemblyman Robert Castelli 
was expected to announce on Tuesday 
that he will challenge Yorktown 
Councilman Terrence Murphy in a 
Republican primary for the 40th state 
Senate District seat that is being vacated 
by Sen. Greg Ball.

Castelli issued a brief statement 
late Monday explaining that Ball’s late 
decision and handpicked replacement 
was wrong for the GOP and the voters 
of the district.

“Due to his untimely decision to leave 
office just two weeks ago, our party was 

thrown into flux when Sen. Ball and the 
party bosses in Albany decided to name 
his replacement, instead of letting the 
people decide, as is their right,” Castelli 
said in his statement.

Castelli, a retired state trooper, was 
scheduled to formally announce his 
primary challenge in his hometown of 
Lewisboro at 11 a.m. That was where 
he previously served four years on the 
Lewisboro Town Board.

Castelli added he decided to 
join the fray after many people in 
Westchester, Putnam and Dutchess 
counties encouraged him to run. With 

a Republican primary on the horizon, 
Castelli said he looks forward to “many 
spirited debates with my opponent on 
the issues that concern us all.”

Ball announced in mid-May his 
intention not to see any public office. 
Simultaneously, Murphy announced 
his plans to run for that vacated seat. 
Shortly after, Castelli also expressed 
interest and said he would run, while 
keeping all his options open. Now, it’s 
official. 

The Westchester and Putnam 
Republican committees have already 
nominated Murphy for the seat. 
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Pleasantville Police Department

June 7: A 37-year-old Bedford woman 
reported at 11:26 a.m. that she was 
struck by a windshield squeegee that was 
thrown at her by a male subject while 
she was at the Mobil station on Main 
Street. The woman initially refused 
medical attention but later complained 
of a leg injury. Police said the man who 
threw the object is a 55-year-old Mount 
Kisco man who was not arrested as of 
last week but the matter is still being 
investigated.

June 7: Report of harassment on 
Dakin Avenue at 5:37 p.m. A 63-year-
old Mount Kisco woman reported that 
a 50-year-old woman from the village 
cursed at her while she was on the 
street. The two women have had words 
in the past. 

June 8: Report of an assault on Maple 
Avenue at 4:30 p.m. A 42-year-old 
Mount Kisco man struck an 18-year-
old male village resident. However, the 
incident was ruled self-defense because 
the younger subject was drunk and was 
threatening the older man.

June 11: A 27-year-old Pleasantville 
man was arrested at 12:06 p.m. and 
charged with possession of a forged 
instrument and second-degree forgery 
after trying to pass a phony prescription 
at the CVS Pharmacy on South Bedford 
Road.

June 11: A 27-year-old Monroe, 
Orange County man was arrested at 
4:25 p.m. and charged with falsifying 
business records at Sears on North 
Bedford Road.  The subject is suspected 
of bringing in false returns and 
attempting to have the money placed on 
a Sears gift card.

June 12: A 29-year-old Mount Kisco 
woman was arrested at 8:20 p.m. and 
charged with second-degree assault for 
allegedly attacking an emergency room 
nurse on May 18.

June 13: A male caller reported at 
7:23 a.m. of a possible burglary at his 
Main Street residence. The caller stated 
that the door was left open by his wife. 
There appeared to be no evidence of a 
burglary.

Pleasantville Police Department

June 7: A 16-year-old male resident of 
the Cottage School was arrested at 12:45 
p.m. and charged with criminal mischief 
for allegedly damaging a JCC van.

June 9: A relative of a deceased party 

came to police headquarters at 12:30 
p.m. to turn in the family member’s 
firearms for safe keeping.

June 11: Report of a disturbance at 
4:30 p.m. A woman spit on her son’s ex-
girlfriend as she was walking past her on 
Washington Avenue. No further action 
required.

North Castle Police Department

June 8: An officer reported at 8:29 
a.m. that he spotted graffiti on a road 
curve sign on Route 22 north of the Rye 
Lake Bridge.

June 9: A caller reported at 2:03 p.m. 
that a black sedan has been parked 
alongside the roadway on Byram Ridge 
Road North for more than a year 
without being moved. The responding 
officer observed no violations.

June 9: A complainant reported at 
headquarters at 7:57 p.m. to report that 
she lost between $460 and $500 in cash 
on Maple Avenue.

June 11: A caller reported at 3:10 p.m. 
that her two yellow Labrador Retrievers 
have broken through the electric fence 
of her home on Hemlock Hollow Road 
and are at large in the vicinity of her 
residence. The woman is requesting the 
department assist her in locating her 
dogs. Patrols were advised to be on the 
watch for the dogs.

Police Blotter
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By Janine Bowen
People may no longer need to develop 

film, but that doesn’t mean that the former 
film processing kiosk in the Millwood 
Shopping Center is obsolete. 

Local businessman Michael Baker has 
repurposed the small freestanding booth 
in the parking lot near the A&P as The 
Entrepreneur’s Shack, a place where local 
residents can showcase their ideas and 
products. 

Initially conceived by Baker, who is also 
an author, as a way to sell his books, he 
realized that the concept would be a good 
way for people to gain visibility without 
having to worry about the expense of 
renting a storefront for an extended period. 

“Sometimes it’s very hard to really get 
your idea across or your book sold,” Baker 
said, “so I thought this could be a place 
where people could rent it for a very short 
time, backed up by a great website.” 

Entrepreneurs can rent the shack for as 
little as one day or as long as two weeks. 
Their stay is promoted through The 
Entrepreneur’s Shack website. The venture 
is also strongly backed on social media, the 
use of which has already attracted several 
sellers who have rented out the space in the 
upcoming month. 

“In the old days, standing on its own, The 
Entrepreneur’s Shack probably wouldn’t do 

that well, but now, we have social media 
where people can really get their name out 
to the public,” explained Baker. 

Last Saturday marked the grand opening 
of the shack, which appeared as though it 
couldn’t fit more than two people at one 
time. The opening featured handmade 
jewelry from Briarcliff resident David 
Morrison, who has been selling his jewelry 
through word of mouth and his website 
for the past two years. He said that The 
Entrepreneur’s Shack will help to improve 
visibility for his company and was eager to 
be part of the new venture. 

“Mike and I are great friends and we’re 
each other’s motivation…In February he 
came to me and said I’ve got a great idea 
and I want you to be part of it and the rest 
is history,” he said. 

In addition to Morrison’s jewelry, local 
author Karl Milde offered his thriller 
novels for sale. Like Morrison, Milde has 
been friends with Baker for many years 
and thought the idea of The Entrepreneur’s 
Shack was an innovative way to use the 
kiosk that has been sitting idle in the 
shopping center for several years. 

“The shack has been here a long, long 
time doing nothing and so [Baker] had the 
idea that he could help entrepreneurs like 
me, so I jumped on the idea,” he said. 

Baker, who has a bachelor’s degree from 

Randolph Macon College and an MBA 
from Iona College, has a wealth of business 
experience and hopes that his idea can be 
replicated in malls and shopping centers. 
He noted that The Entrepreneur’s Shack is 
a win-win situation, providing a showcase 
venue for local products, ideas and 

merchants while attracting people from 
outside the immediate area who may also 
visit nearby stores. 

Anybody interested in renting out The 
Entrepreneur’s Shack, including a schedule 
of rates, visit www.theentrepreneursshack.
com.  

JANINE BOWEN PHOTO
Michael Baker celebrates the opening of  The Entrepreneur’s Shack last Saturday with a champagne 
toast.

Reaching Into the Past to Promote Today’s Entrepreneur
Local Businessman Finds New Use for Old Millwood Kiosk
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When debating Benchmark’s assisted 
living facility proposal, we are all entitled 
to our own opinions but not our own facts. 
Part of my job at PCTV is to film village 
board meetings and much of what I have 
been hearing in town is very different from 
the actual board meeting content I have 
filmed and posted online at pctv76.org. 
Below are public assertions I often hear on 
the street answered with facts I have learned 
at village board meetings and documents 
readily available at Pleasantville-ny.gov.

Assertion 1: If the zoning text 
amendment and map change that would 
allow Benchmark to exist were approved, 
“it could happen anywhere in Pleasantville.” 

This is simply not true, the location 
criteria in the zoning text amendment 
stipulates that “the EC District may only be 
applied to a parcel(s) within the Village that 
contains a minimum area of 3.5 acres, and 
contains frontage along a county or state 
road. The proposed site must also be located 
within a half-mile walking/driving distance 
of existing commercial and personal service 
establishments.” 

Assertion 2: The site of the proposed 
senior assisted living facility is zoned 
residential and, therefore, any other 
type of construction was unforeseen by 
surrounding residents and would be unfair. 

In fact, the original site plan for the 
United Methodist Church had a second 
larger church on the parcel Benchmark 
proposes to build on. While it is true that 
the property is zoned residential, it is owned 
by the church, which allows, as of right 

without any zoning changes, construction 
of another church, religious school or 
dormitory. Construction of this kind gives 
the village less oversight over height and size 
requirements than the Benchmark project 
and would not bring in any property tax 
revenue due to the church’s nonprofit status.  

Assertion 3: The estimated property 
tax generated by the proposed project is 
insignificant.  

The Benchmark assisted living facility is 
estimated to generate $420,000 to $425,000 

of property tax revenue annually, which 
would be the single biggest increase to 
the local tax base in decades. The project 
would also generate another estimated $1.2 
million in combined one-time recreation 
and building fees allowing for upgrades to 
the fields, pool and other recreation facilities 
that the village has been unable to afford.

Shane McGaffey 
PCTV Station Manager

Pleasantville

Facts Fail to Support the Arguments Against Benchmark Proposal

It was no surprise that emotions ran high 
and rhetoric was in abundant supply for 
the scheduled opening of the Chappaqua 
Crossing rezone public hearing last week.

Although the hearing’s official opening 
for the town board to consider 120,000 
square feet of retail at the former Reader’s 
Digest site was delayed until next week 
following a legal notification snafu, New 
Castle officials had the good sense to move 
ahead with comments from those who 
packed the town hall meeting room.

Then the harsh criticisms for the project 
flowed. Almost as predictable was the 
vitriol from some community members 
for Supervisor Robert Greenstein, in 
particular, and Team New Castle in 
general, the majority that got themselves 
elected in large part because of their intense 
opposition to Chappaqua Crossing.

Like any of the recent major proposals 
throughout the area, the overwhelming 
number of speakers consisted of those 
who live near the site. It is perfectly fine 
for neighboring homeowners to reach for 
every tool at their disposal to protect their 
property and investment. 

However, some of the comments, in 
the resident’s zeal to pan the project, was 
cringe-worthy, such as the contention that 
the project would cause depressed property 
values. It is hard to fathom Chappaqua 
property values skidding from anything 
short of a 2008-style economic tsunami.

The strongest argument against the 
project is really a no-brainer--traffic. 
Bordered by roads--Route 117, Roaring 
Brook Road and the Saw Mill Parkway-
-that are already overburdened, officials 
are in the exceedingly difficult position 
of trying to evaluate whether developer 
Summit/Greenfield’s traffic counts 
are plausible and proposed mitigation 
measures can actually help congestion.

Although no one wants to see this 
application extended any more than is 
necessary, the change from a more typical 
shopping center plan to a “traditional 
neighborhood design” with completely 
different types of stores should require a 
fresh Supplemental Environmental Impact 
Statement.  

Traffic and a new SEIS should be the 
crux of the debate. Sure there are other 

arguments, such as light and noise pollution 
that is assiated with many projects. Unlike 
other developments, however, Chappaqua 
Crossing is a contained community behind 
walls, partially shielded from view, not 
plopped in the middle of a residential 
neighborhood. 

The opponents go off the rails in one 
key area. Some have contended that 
another proposal--residential, a satellite 
location for a college or offices--would 
be preferable. Those arguments are weak. 
When primarily residential was being 
considered, the argument against it was 
excessive traffic and more school children, 
that the property would better support 
commercial, such as a gym. Now that 
there’s commercial considered, including 
a gym, that’s no good either. And office 
parks are being repurposed nationwide.

Residents cannot expect that a 116-acre 
campus that is worth millions of dollars 
mostly empty and tens of millions more 
filled will remain fallow in perpetuity. The 
goal should be to get the most sustainable 
project, get concessions from the developer 
and get uses that would benefit the town.
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Editorial
Unrealistic for Chap Crossing Opponents to Fight Every Proposal

Grateful for Bringing Pleasantville Community 
Garden, Issue of Hunger to Public’s Attention

St. John’s Episcopal Church and the 
Pleasantville Community Garden at St. 
John’s would like to sincerely thank The 
Examiner for publishing Janine Bowen’s 
article on the groundbreaking of our 
vegetable garden (“P’ville Boy Combats 
Hunger By Building Community Garden,” 
May 27-June 2). We are excited about the 
potential of this collaborative outreach 
project and grateful for the extensive 
coverage. The more people who know 
about our project, the more people will be 
inspired to volunteer with us in addressing 
the issue of food insecurity in Westchester 
County.

The vegetables we are able to produce will 
be of considerable benefit to the Interfaith 
Food Pantry at the Pleasantville United 
Methodist Church and the Hillside Food 
Center in Pleasantville, which specializes in 

providing food to those with special dietary 
needs and illness.

While many members of St. John’s, 
including the Juros family, have been 
involved in the Midnight Run for many 
years, the Pleasantville Community Garden 
at St. John’s is an opportunity for us to care 
for our more immediate neighbors just 
outside our doors. It also offers the prospect 
of a long-term relationship with those in 
our community who desire to work toward 
solutions to hunger in our country.

Thank you again for bringing our garden 
to the attention of the people of Pleasantville.

The Rev. Mary B. Gregorious                   
Rector, St. John’s Episcopal Church

Devin Juros
         Founder, Pleasantville 

Community Garden at St. John’s
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By Martin Wilbur
Debbie Frishman had voluntarily given 

up her career as a special education teacher 
when she had her two children and has 
happily helped her husband’s veterinary 
practice.

She wasn’t necessarily looking for a new 
career when she reconnected last year with a 
friend whom she hadn’t seen since her high 
school days in Dix Hills, L.I. The friend was 
selling skin care products for Rodan + Fields, 
a company launched by two California 
dermatologists, and asked if Frishman was 
interested in joining her team.

That chance meeting through social 
media has given rise to a new and very 
much unexpected opportunity for 
Frishman. For the past six months, she has 
been an independent consultant for Rodan 
+ Fields, selling the company’s line of skin 
products to a slowly but steadily expanding 
list of customers.  

“It really wasn’t something I thought 
I would get involved in,” said Frishman, 
a Mount Kisco resident who previously 
moved with her family to the village from 
Somers. “It’s really something outside the 
box for me and it’s really working out very 

well.”
Before committing to take the plunge 

last November, Frishman decided to test 
the products, which range from sunscreen 
to anti-aging creams to treatments for acne 
or sensitive and irritated skin, on herself 
for about eight weeks. 

“There’s something for everyone,” 
Frishman said. “The products are for men, 
women, anyone with skin, really, and the 
focus is really the anti-aging, which is a 
huge market.”

After her self-imposed trial period, she 
loved what she saw in the mirror.

“What’s amazing to me is I feel like I can 
see such a difference in my skin that if I 
walk out of the house now and I’m rushing 
with my kids and I don’t have makeup on, 
I’m not self-conscious like I used to be,” 
Frishman said.

Frishman still helps her husband four 
days a week, but in between helping him 
out and tending to her kids, now five and 
seven years old, she tends to her new 
business. The best part is that she can 
put in as few or as many hours as she 
wants depending on her and her family’s 

schedule. 
Thus far, she has compiled about 30 

customers, almost entirely by connecting 
through social media. For all products that 
she sells, Frishman is paid a commission 
by the company. 

For someone who didn’t have the time 
or inclination to spend dozens of hours 
networking at various functions, it was a 
perfect fit for Frishman.

“My first thing was I don’t want to be 
doing parties, I’m not stocking inventory 
and I don’t want my friends and family to 
feel like they had to buy things from me,” 
she said.

In many ways, her career has come full 
circle. Frishman was an art major at C.W. 
Post, then earned a double master’s from 
Touro College for elementary and special 
education. Her first job out of college was 
for Clinique, before eventually teaching 
for five years at the Graham School in 
Hastings.

But she relinquished her tenure because 
after paying for day care it wasn’t worth

going to work and missing out on her 
children’s formative years.

“I really just wanted to be home with my 
kids as much as possible,” said Frishman, 
who enjoys sculpting and playing tennis. 
“I was a teacher (and) I left my teaching 
job to be at home with my kids, and then 
helping my husband with the business and 
being involved with that, I really didn’t 
think I could take on any more.”

It’s also helped that in the first six 
months, the venture has provided 
supplemental income for the family. After 
a short amount of time, it helped Frishman 
and her husband, Andrew, to close on 
a summer cottage on the eastern end of 
Long Island.

Frishman said the consultants are mostly 
women, which has is empowering. It also 
doesn’t hurt that the products are awfully 
good, too, she said, and that it doesn’t 
require her to be in any particular location. 
When sales are made, the company ships 
the products directly to the customer.

Now that both of Frishman’s children 
are in school fulltime, she can devote more 
time to the products if she chooses.

“It feels like it brought me back to life,” 
she said. “It’s brought me back out and 
other consultants that are working with me 
really feel the same way. It’s so much fun, it 
doesn’t feel like work.”

For more information or to contact 
Frishman, visit www.dfrishman.myrandf.
com or e-mail dlfrishman@yahoo.com
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Debbie Frishman, Independent Skin Care 

Consultant, Mt. Kisco
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By Janine Bowen
Hundreds of local Girl Scouts gathered 

Saturday morning in Valhalla to send 
Girl Scout cookies to the men and 
women serving overseas. 

Operation Cookie Drop, which began 
in 2002, will send more than 80,000 
boxes of the Scouts’ popular treats to 
troops stationed overseas, as well as to 
veterans’ homes, hospitals and military 
bases. Boxes and full crates of cookies 
were purchased earlier this year to 
donate to the troops and veterans. 

While some of the cookies were 
purchased online and will be shipped 
from a warehouse, 200 Girl Scouts spent 
part of last Saturday packing the cookies 
into boxes and decorating the crates in 
which they will be shipped. The Scouts 
also wrote personalized notes to the 
troops and veterans, thanking them for 
their service and wishing them well. 

In turn, Girl Scouts Heart of the 
Hudson CEO Pam Anderson explained 
that the girls receive thank you notes 
from the troops who receive the cookies. 

“We send these cookies, we usually see 
the payback, and we’ll get a photo from 
Afghanistan, for example, probably in 
about six months, after the cookies have 
gotten there,” she said.

“They may be Thin Mints that have 
melted together but when they get there, 
they’re sending us a picture and they 

have the notes,” Anderson added. “So, 
the girls know when they say thank you, 
they know that their efforts of being 
cookie entrepreneurs, and their selling 
cookies to individuals who don’t want 
the cookies but want to donate them, 
they know that it means that they are 
giving a piece of home to someone who 
can’t be home.” 

At the event, a table showcased albums 
full of notes and photographs that the 
Girl Scouts have received from grateful 
recipients over the last decade. 

One local veteran, Captain James Van 
Thach, was the special guest at this year’s 
cookie drop. He thanked the girls for 
their efforts to bring the familiar treats 
to the men and women who are serving 

overseas. 
“I want to thank you all for the 

great work that you’re doing to bring 
compassion, as well as a sense of home, 
a sense of America to the troops that are 
out in Afghanistan presently,” he said. 

Van Thach, a Purple Heart recipient 
who is now sight impaired, was wounded 
twice and retired from the Army in 2009. 
He now takes more than 20 pills a day 
to cope with his injuries, and has been 
paired with his service dog, Liz, which 
he showed off to the crowd. A college 
and law school graduate, Van Thach, 
signed up for the military following the 
Sept. 11 terrorist attacks. He reminded 
the girls that the recipients of the 
cookies are making the same sacrifices 
so everyone back home can continue to 
live in freedom. 

Director of Veterans for Westchester 
County Vito Pinto presented a 
proclamation from County Executive 
Rob Astorino’s office thanking Captain 
Van Thach for his dedication to the 
country and the Girl Scouts for their 
efforts.

“I think Captain Van Thach will agree, 
when you’re overseas and you get a care 
package, especially Girl Scout cookies, 
even though you may not have the 
milk to dunk them in, they are greatly 
appreciated,” Pinto said. 

JANINE BOWEN PHOTO
Captain James Van Thach, who was wounded in Afghanistan, was the special guest at this year’s 
Operation Cookie Drop held by Girl Scouts Heart of  the Hudson last Saturday in Valhalla. More than 
80,000 boxes of  Girl Scout cookies will be sent to troops overseas.

Girl Scouts Deployed in Valhalla to Send Cookies to Troops Overseas
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By Janine Bowen
Richard Scholer may be entering the last 

years of his life, but as he accepts the fact 
that he is no longer as active as he used 
to be, he is channeling his energy into 
writing a series of novels with characters 
and storylines that center around the 
Westchester towns near his Armonk home. 

Scholer, 77, is suffering from Stage  4 
heart failure, the only cure for which is a 
heart transplant, which he does not qualify 
for because of his age. A man who once 
prided himself on being handy is now 
forced to lead a relaxed lifestyle. When he 
lost most of his hearing several years ago 
he entered into the world of fantasy, and 
began to write. 

“I didn’t start writing for the money, but 
it’s sort of like a passion,” Scholer said. “It’s 
something I can do when I can’t do the 
things I want.” 

Scholer’s novels follow the character of 
Mickey Ross, whose name comes from 
the names of two of Scholer’s friends, 
John “Mickey” O’Hagan and Glen Ross. 
Throughout the series, which currently 
contains four books with more on the way, 
Ross is the only private investigator in 
Armonk and adopts unique and odd cases 
to solve. 

The character is based heavily on 
Scholer himself, who became a New York 
State trooper in 1962 and was promoted to 
detective in 1968. He was assigned to work 

organized crime and undercover narcotics 
cases. During his time in law enforcement, 
he made undercover drug buys at the 1969 
Woodstock festival, installed wire taps and 
drove a taxi undercover. Prior to becoming 
a trooper, Scholer held a variety of jobs, 
included driving a truck and working 
on a ranch in Montana, all of which are 
incorporated into the saga of Mickey Ross. 

Scholer said that although private 
investigators are often seen in the slums 
of a city, he chose to station Mickey Ross 
in Armonk as an homage to his own rags 
to riches story. He believes that he was 
lucky to have grown up poor and find 
wealth later in life because it allowed him 
to appreciate experiences that many people 
may take for granted. 

“I wanted to write about [Armonk 
and Westchester] because…people feel 
privileged to live here. Coming from a poor 
background, I wanted to pick a character 
who went from a poor background to 
affluence,” he explained. 

Scholer was born in Harlem and lived 
there until he was six years old. At that 
time, his father told the family they would 
be moving to the country; but far from 
living in an area with rolling hills and open 
space, they wound up in Queens where his 
bedroom overlooked a gas station and a 
bus stop. 

After retiring from the police force in 
the early 1980s, Scholer started Park Lane 

Graphics, Inc. with his wife and got lucky 
when their company was the first to handle 
a printing job for E-Z Pass. 

Of course, Scholer said that he is luckier 
to be alive, having survived a heart attack 
and open heart surgery in 1982. He has 
since been implanted with a defibrillator, 
that he dubbed Mickey, which resuscitated 
him several times over the last few years. 
In one scary incident in 2012, Scholer was 
alone on his boat when he suffered cardiac 
arrest. Thanks to Mickey and a broken 
throttle that slowed the boat when he could 
no longer man it, he was able to survive. 

“I did not have any of those after-
death experiences you read about or see 
on television,” Scholer said. “All I recall 
is getting dizzy and passing out. I wish 

I could tell you I had one of those after-
death experiences but…I wasn’t in a white 
cloud and I didn’t see 167 virgins, angels, 
Mohamed, the Torah, the Koran, [or] 
Jesus.” 

Scholer may not have had a religious 
experience, but in selecting a religion 
for Mickey Ross, he made the character 
Jewish, as a tribute to several of his friends. 
The first book in the series, “Rommel’s 
Black Box,” revolves around the search for 
a black box given to Field Marshall Irwin 
Rommel by Adolf Hitler. It caused a bit 
of controversy, however, when Scholer 
elected to put swastikas on the cover, at 
the suggestion of a friend, as a reminder of 
the Holocaust. Although the original cover 
was accepted in the United States, Amazon 
refused to sell the book internationally 
until the cover was altered. 

His books are available on Amazon, in 
paperback and for Kindle e-readers, and 
are self-published by Scholer. He prides 
himself on writing books that are fun and 
easy to read. He said that he avoids using 
excessive verbiage in his descriptions and 
will never use a multi-syllable word where 
a single syllable will suffice. The books 
were all edited by close friends, but Scholer 
said he may soon have them professionally 
edited. 

“I may not be the best writer in the world, 
but I think I have the best imagination and 
the best stories,” he said. 

Armonk Man Finds the Passion for Writing Late in Life

The covers of  two of  Armonk resident Richard 
Scholer’s four books. Scholer took up writing after 
suffering from a serious heart ailment.
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There’s some lucky stiff 
spending eternity on top 
of Marilyn Monroe, either 
through his vanity or warped 
humor or his wife’s open-
mindedness or wealth, or 
whatever circumstances led to 
the shelling out of $4.6 million 
at auction on eBay in 2011 to 
buy the crypt just above the 
blonde bombshell’s final resting 
place at a Los Angeles cemetery.

When we are alive and 
kicking, we put so much 
thought into where we want 
to live--the community, the 
neighborhood, the block, the 
style of house, the amenities--
and sometimes, but not always, 
we put just as much thought into buying 
that piece of real estate where our remains 
will stay after our souls have left this 
earthly plane, whether it’s a plot of land 
with a headstone, a grand mausoleum, a 
crypt or an urn for the mantel. 

From what I’ve observed among those 
who have passed among family and 
friends, we either totally ignore or obsess 
about that final piece of real estate in which 
we’ll invest. My executive assistant Cara 
tells me that her grandmother took great 
pains finding just the right site on a hillside 
with a beautiful view as the burial site for 
her husband while he was terminally ill. 

On the opposite end of the 
spectrum, my own mother 
refused to consider that my 
father might die throughout his 
final illness and made no plans 
for a funeral or burial until after 
the undertaker came for his 
body. At that time, my family was 
living in Virginia for a prolonged 
job assignment, but my mother 
wanted my dad’s body returned 
to their “true home,” to be buried 
on the outskirts of Philadelphia. 

When we learned that would 
involve an overnight layover in 
Baltimore, my mother said, “No, 
Al always hated travel, and he’s 
not going to spend his last trip 
overnight in a train station.” She 

decided, perhaps somewhat capriciously, 
to bury him “here with the hillbillies.” 

So my dad remains in Virginia for his 
eternal rest and I’ve been able to visit him 
only once in the past 30 years. When my 
mother died, she was cremated and her 
urn is buried next to him. Ultimately, a bad 
commute sealed the fate of my dad’s last 
real estate investment.

Likewise, most of us will probably 
wait until the last minute to make burial 
arrangements for our loved ones and 
then ask a funeral director to make 
recommendations. I called my local funeral 
parlor, Yorktown Funeral Home, and 

learned that, sure enough, that is frequently 
the case, where a funeral director must 
recommend several cemeteries when last-
minute decisions are made.  

Interested as I am in historic properties, 
I’m very aware of the family plots we find on 
private properties throughout my region 
of Westchester and Putnam counties. 
Surprisingly, New York State still allows 
municipalities to make that determination. 
In an age of track developments, few of us 
think about on-site burials, but still, some 
of us with enough acreage might consider 
it.  

When I called Yorktown Town Attorney 
Jeannette Koster, she confirmed that it 
wasn’t long ago that somebody asked if 
there could be a burial on private property 
in town (there can’t be). New York laid it 
out in the Burial Laws Amendment Act 
of 1880. It’s kind of creepy to consider 
that a body comes within the definition 
of “clinical waste” and as such cannot be 
disposed of except under the provisions of 
the Control of Pollution Act of 1974 and 
the Environment Protection Act of 1990.   

As for me, no thanks, I don’t want to 
be buried in the traditional way in a box 
six feet under unless I opt for a “green” 
burial, where it’s natural in all respects: 
no embalming fluid, no concrete vault, 
just a biodegradable casket, shroud or my 
favorite fuzzy blanket, where I am reunited 
with the earth and recycled to new life.   

Or better yet, I will choose cremation 
to hasten the process foretold in Genesis 
3:19: “For dust you are and to dust you will 
return.” I’ve already suggested to my wife 
that she dump my ashes into the flowing 
Hudson. From there, I will be carried out 
to the great Atlantic and from there to the 
seven seas covering the globe. In effect, 
my last home on earth will be without 
boundary--and totally tax free.

And here’s an epilogue to the Marilyn 
Monroe story. For anyone who thought 
there wasn’t some darkly humorous or 
perversely sexual content to the real estate 
deal on top of Marilyn Monroe’s final 
resting place, consider that when the crypt 
was sold in 2011 for that princely sum, it 
was disclosed that the occupant who had 
to relinquish his envied position above her 
was lying face down. Really, I don’t make 
this stuff up.

Bill Primavera,“The Home Guru”Realtor,® 
is associated with William Raveis Real 
Estate and Founder of Primavera Public 
Relations, Inc., the longest running public 
relations agency in Westchester (www.
PrimaveraPR.com), specializing in lifestyles, 
real estate and development. His real estate 
site is: www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and 
his blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To 
engage the services of Bill and his team to 
market your home for sale, call 914-522-
2076.

Have You Thought About Where You Want to Live After You Die?

Experience = Success
This is the formula needed if you are looking to sell or buy your home.
As a lifelong resident of Pleasantville with more than ten years experience in
Real Estate as a top producer, I will be happy to answer all your questions.

Please call Sharon Tompkins Foley, Century 21 Haviland 914-745-9368
And remember - my time is your time.

Sharon 
Tompkins 
Foley 
914-769-2222
914-745-9368
(Voicemail) 370 Manville Road, Pleasantville

 Experience = Success 
This is the formula needed if you are looking to sell or buy your home. 

As a lifelong resident of Pleasantville with more than ten years experience in 
Real Estate as a top producer, I will be happy to answer all your questions. 

Please call Sharon Tompkins Foley, Century 21 Haviland 914-749-9368 
And remember - my time is your time. 

Sharon 
Tompkins 
Foley 
914-769-2222 
914-749-9368 
(Voicemail) 370 Manville Road, Pleasantville
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High Bids for Chlorine Booster Frustrates P’ville Officials Pleasantville  Awards 
Rec Center Bid; 
Facility to Open Later 
This Year

Castle Tree Nursery
Wholesale Nursery & Stone Supply

(914) 218- 3400
442 Armonk Road

Mount Kisco, NY 10549
www.castletreenursery.com

Specimen Quality Trees and Shrubs
EVERGREENS • ORNAMENTALS • FLOWERING & SHADE TREES 

TOPSOIL • MULCHES • GRAVEL • SAND • FIELDSTONE 
NYS FLAGSTONE & GLACIER BLUE TREADS

VENEER • STONE • STEPPING STONE 
DRAINAGE & BAG PRODUCTS

NOW OPEN

R .
MKMG’s Pediatric Department is here...
for you and your family.
Contact us today. BRIARCLIFF MANOR:

914-941-2129
CARMEL:
845-278-6626
FISHKILL:
845-896-8370

KATONAH:
914-232-3135
MOUNT KISCO:
914-242-1580
PATTERSON:
845-279-2323

POUGHKEEPSIE:
845-471-3111

SOMERS:
914-277-4448

YORKTOWN:
914-962-8989www.mkmg.com

PK-0000132725

By Sam Barron
Pleasantville’s attempts to install a 

chlorine booster station at a reasonable 
price are not going as well as planned. 

Officials revealed last week that the low 
bid for the mandated project came in at 
$327,000, higher than the $250,000 the 
village anticipated. The chlorine booster 
was bonded for $305,000 last year, though 
$87,000 has already been spent on the 
project. 

“We’re struggling with that,” Mayor 
Peter Scherer said. “The chlorine project 
has been frustrating. We don’t have the 
option to say no. We’re going to go back 
and figure it out.”

The village has been manually adding 
chlorine to water at its filtration plant 
that it shares with New Castle, although 
county Department of Health regulations 
no longer allow that to be done. The rising 
cost of steel was blamed for the high bids.

“We have to buy quite a bit of 
equipment,” Scherer said. 

Trustees said they are continuing to 
examine the issue and are looking to 
see if there are ways they can reduce the 
project’s cost. Another idea may be to 
borrow more money, though trustees did 
not seem enthused by that idea.

“We’re going to talk to the lowest bidder 
and see if he will come in lower,” Trustee 
Mindy Berard said. “It’s killing us. We’re 
very upset about it.”

Trustee Brian Skarstad said the village 
should spend the money to build the 

booster rather than face fines from the 
Department of Health. 

“It’s a tough one,” Skarstad said. 
“It’s incredibly frustrating. This is not 
something we take lightly. We have to 
provide clean water, which is what we do.”

Skarstad said that the village board 
continues to study every expense, but that 
the role can become trying, especially 
when this type of project means there is 
little money to spend elsewhere.

“When I first became a trustee, we 
were very careful, but it was a little more 
fun,” said Skarstad, who originally joined 
the board in the mid 1990s. “We could 
put in some playgrounds and make 
improvements in people’s lives. We had 
money to do things with and now we’re 
trying to hold it all together. We have to 
be careful at every turn.”

said. “It’s not everything we wish we could 
have. Nobody can have what they want. 
This is perfectly located. It gives us a nice 
way for people to take advantage of our 
programs. There’s all kinds of positive 
things there.”

Trustee Brian Skarstad said the May 7 
vote was long overdue.

“It’s not the ideal building, but it’s the 
building we have,” Skarstad said. “An 
effective recreation center will be a big 
boon for the village.”

He said Pleasantville is a recreation 
village since there are so many youngsters 
involved in a wide assortment of activities.

“Not having a recreation center is a loss 
of revenue for the village,” Skarstad said. 
“When we don’t have those programs, 
we suffer financially. It’s good all the way 
around.”

Trustee Mindy Berard said that a 
recreation center serves everybody--
children and adults. 

“We haven’t been able to have the 
programs and offerings that we had in the 
past,” Berard said. “This is a first step in a 
global look at the recreation department. 
It’s a great plan. This is a great opportunity 
for us. I am looking forward to getting 
that going as fast as possible.”

continued from page 1

Full Stock
of Italian 

Specialities

Boars 
Head 

Premium 
Meats

810 Commerce Street • Thornwood NY 10594
(Next to Post Office)
914.747.6050

Catering Specialist of
Authentic Italian Family Recipes

Celebrate Communions, Graduations and
Any Special Occasion With Us

Place your Catering Orders Early at

10% OFF
(On orders of $175 or more) Exp. 6/1/12

A Giant Tag Sale to benefit  Hudson 
Chorale (formerly  the Westchester 
Concert Singers and the Choral Arts 
Society) will be held on Friday and 
Saturday, May 18 and 19 from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. at 107 Bedford Road in 
Pleasantville (the corner of Manville 
Road and Route 117.  

Furniture, collectibles, appliances, 
children’s books, jewelry, toys, sports 

equipment, CD’s, DVDs, good used 
clothing and accessories, decorative 
art and more will be available. Rain or 
shine. To donate tax deductible items, 
call 914-769-9309.  

All proceeds will benefit Hudson 
Chorale, the area’s largest not-
for-profit community chorus For 
more information, visit www.
HudsonChorale.org.

Hudson Chorale Tag Sale This Week

Bedford Hills. Investment opportunity! 
Solid 2-fam, w/4BR’s total: 2BRs in each 
unit & 2-car gar. Private prop within mins 
to train & loads of parking.        $427,888

Mt. Kisco. West Glen Tri-plex. Fabulous 
2BR w/expansion poss & updtd stainless 
kit. Hrdwd flrs; deck;  quick stroll to town 
& train. Also available for rent.     $350,000

raveis.com
95  Katonah Avenue  -  9 14 - 401 - 9111

Listen to the new single “Cross That River” at kevinkaneandthegrifters.com.

Find out what the 
Indigo Girls already 

know about The 
Grifter's new album, 

Dangerous World 
–"Songs that stick 

like glue with a 
voice I can't get 

enough of." 
- Emily Saliers of the 

Indigo Girls 

Available on:
• I-tunes

• Amazon
• CD Baby
•Spotify

• Kevinkaneandthegrifters.com
• Facebook

By Jason Birkelbach
Armonk is only 40 feet long. What are 

the odds of someone believing that?  
They’re about as low as the odds of a 

famous Chinese artist drawing scenes of 
Armonk on 40 feet of paper.  

Well, at least one of the two possibilities 
was worth betting on. 

The North Castle Town Board unveiled a 
40-foot-long black and white ink drawing 
of Armonk at its June 11 meeting. The 
work captures town features such as the 
Hergenhan Recreation Center, DeCicco 
Family Markets and the North Castle 
Public Library.

“This is nothing that we knew was 
happening,” Supervisor Michael Schiliro 
said. “It just fell into our laps.” 

The man who dropped the artwork into 
their laps is Zili He, a highly accomplished 
artist in China.

“He doesn’t see himself as a famous 
artist, even though he is,” said Ran He, Zili’s 
daughter and an Armonk resident. “He’s 
just someone who loves art and painting 
and he has extreme enthusiasm towards it.” 

He, who’s in the midst of an extended visit 
to his daughter that lasts about another two 
weeks, is a top tier member of the Chinese 
Artists Association, a national academic 
organization of fine arts. He is also vice 
president of the WuHou Calligraphy and 
Painting Institute as well as director of the 
Chengdu Artists Association. 

Zili He speaks little English, but thanked 
the town board with handshakes and a 
huge smile that crossed his face.

The modest but proud artist was born in 
the Sichuan Province of China in 1948. Art 
has been part of his life since his youth.  

“He was very fascinated by colors, from 
there he started to draw paintings,” Ran He 
said.

He uses oil painting and traditional 
Chinese water painting techniques. The 
Armonk piece is the first American scenery 
He has painted on such a large scale.

“He loves it here, and the people here. It’s 
a very neat town,” Ran He said.

Though the drawing took only 10 days to 
complete, a large amount of time went into 
its preparation. Visits to different locations 
in town helped him decide which scenes 
he wanted to draw.

Next came the preliminary sketches. He 
drew each area before producing the final 
product. 

Finally, the most difficult portion, 
according to He, was to seamlessly blend 
the separate areas of the town into one 
continuous scene. Once all the pieces fell 
into place, He created something not only 
captivating but meaningful to the town. 

The town board discovered the drawing 
almost by chance. He went to the recreation 
center to observe a senior ceramics 
program, and while there he drew a panda 
on a piece of china for the seniors. The 

members loved 
it and gave him 
the china as a gift, 
then invited him 
back every week.

Eventually he 
revealed his work 
to the program 
and its director. 
Much like the 
panda, He’s work 
was well-received. 
Senior Recreation 
Leader Liz 
Thomas brought 
the drawing to 
Schiliro.

“I was pleasantly stunned,” Schiliro said. 
“The detail that was taken to replicate 
everything that goes on in this hamlet, it 
was just absolutely fascinating to me.”

The town plans to keep the drawing for 
one year, though officials are undecided 
where it will be displayed. Then the town 
will return the work to him.

He said he was pleased and excited 
to have his work honored by the town. 
The satisfaction felt when his work is 
meaningful to others is an intangible 
aspect of art that, for him, makes it worth 
doing.

“Even though he is very famous in 
China, he doesn’t think too much about 
reputation or money,” Ran He said. “That’s 

why I believe he can achieve so much, he 
just enjoys doing it.”

Though He’s accomplishments back 
home are plentiful, he remains ambitious. 
He hopes to fuse eastern and western styles 
of art and believes the Armonk piece could 
e a steppingstone toward that goal.  

Next year, he is looking to return to do 
more drawings of the area, including some 
work in color. 

The North Castle Town Board holds Chinese 
artist Zili He’s extraordinary 40-foot drawing of  
recognizable sites throughout Armonk. He has 
been visiting his daughter who lives in town.

Chinese Artist Surprises Town With Stunning Scenes of Armonk Drawing

JASON BIRKELBACH PHOTOSA close-up of  a portion 
of  He’s Armonk drawing.
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SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

Advertise With Us, It Works!

Professional Handyman Service:
“I have had great success with Examiner advertising. When I moved to this area 4 years ago I began my  

advertising campaign with them and my phone immediately started ringing. People always mention that  
they saw my ad in The Examiner and also tell me how much they enjoy the paper.”

Yorktown Pet
“I placed an ad in the Examiner’s Easter promotion. The ad was cute and funny. I was amazed at the positive 

response and phone calls I received. The Examiner has a great art dept. and they are a pleasure to work with..”
Thornwood Wines & Spirts:

“We were very pleased with the results of our holiday 
advertising. People brought the ad in as they did their shopping. We plan on increasing our  

advertising with The Examiner in the upcoming year.”

Probate | Administration | Wills | Trusts
 Estate Litigation | Guardianship 

Commercial Litigation| Real Estate

FISHLIN & FISHLIN, PLLC - ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
WESTCHESTER, ROCKLAND AND NEW YORK CITY

WESTCHESTER OFFICE 
100 SOUTH BEDFORD RD.

SUITE 340
MT. KISCO, NY 10549

NEW YORK CITY OFFICE 
60 EAST 42ND STREET

SUITE 4600
NEW YORK, NY 10165

FOR ALL APPOINTMENTS CALL OR EMAIL

 (212) 736-8000 | WWW.FISHLINLAW.COM
ATTORNEY ADVERTISING

Todd Fishlin | Lewis Fishlin

Village, Jacob Burns Tackle 
Congestion Problems Near Theater
By Janine Bowen

Following the approval of two new 
micro theaters at the Jacob Burns Film 
Center, village officials are working with 
representatives of the center to mitigate 
parking issues on Manville Road. 

The village board voted last week to 
extend the loading zone on Manville 
Road in front of the theater, which will 
allow cars and buses to pick up and drop 
off theater goers without blocking traffic 
on the street. 

In addition to the improved loading 
zone, the film center will have an 

attendant stationed outside the theater 
from 5 to 8 p.m. daily to direct patrons 
to nearby parking lots and ensure that 
vehicles won’t double park while waiting 
to drop off or pick up moviegoers. 

The extension of the loading zone 
will result in the loss of one parking 
space. Since that one spot is reserved as 
a handicapped space, another parking 
space will need to be converted. 

Sam Archie, who owns nearby 
Manville Road property, said he was 
concerned about the change. Currently, 
he has two spots in front of his building, 
one of which will be eliminated by the 
change. He said he was worried that 
the remaining spot will become for 
handicapped only, leaving him with no 
regular parking spaces. 

Archie suggested that the village move 
the handicapped parking space closer to 
Holy Innocents Church, which officials 
said they would explore. 

Trustee Mindy Berard said she 
believes the new plan will help reduce 
the parking and congestion problems 
that have persisted on Manville Road 
since the film center opened in 2001. 
But Berard added that she would like 
to see the Jacob Burns offer payment in 
lieu of parking to compensate for the 
elimination of the metered space. 

Katonah Photographer Featured 
at Chappaqua Starbucks

Part of  the collection of  photographer Jamie Kilgore’s travels to Italy, now on display at the 
Chappaqua Starbucks.

Jamie Kilgore Photography is now 
exhibiting her “Travel Abroad- Italy” at 
Starbucks in Chappaqua. The exhibit 
features gorgeous images that can 
transport the public to the City of Venice, 
the islands of Murano and Burano in the 
Venician Lagoon and to the Village of 
Positano on the Amalfi Coast.   

Kilgore, a Katonah-based professional 
photographer, specializes in black and 
white fine art portraiture of children and 
families. Widely known for her intuitive 
nature and spontaneous and playful 

style, Kilgore seamlessly combines her 
talent and artistic flair with her passion 
to connect with people.  

In addition to her passion for 
photographing and capturing the human 
spirit, her extensive travel experiences 
deliver images that allow the viewer to 
explore both domestic and international 
destinations. 

Prints of the images shown at Starbucks 
are available for purchase. For more 
information, visit www.jamiekilgore.
com.
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In the investment world, 
we ask a great deal about 
companies that are just starting 
out, companies with innovative 
products and services, 
companies with promising 
futures and even companies 
with healthy profits.  

Now, many also ask the next 
question: What are they doing 
philanthropically? The answer 
may dictate whether or not a 
company is one in which we are 
comfortable investing.

I find that more and more 
employees are encouraged – indeed, often 
expected – to volunteer for charitable 
causes. It is fast becoming part of corporate 
culture. Corporate volunteerism is more 
often than not an expression of the deeply 
held values of a company’s leadership.

And, not surprisingly, corporate 
volunteering may even help boost 
corporate earnings.

Business leaders are finding that 
when employees participate in volunteer 
programs and feel a sense of purpose, 
there is a heightened sense of goodwill and 
a boost to morale – both of which may lead 
to increased productivity. And employees 

who take pride in their 
company tend not to leave 
to seek potentially greener 
pastures elsewhere.  

Some human resources 
professionals say that 
volunteering is an effective 
way to develop leadership 
skills. Volunteer programs 
can provide strong platforms 
for leadership development, 
including project 
management, goal setting, 
problem solving, mentoring 
and communications.

Volunteerism also forges strong 
bonds between employees and hones 
interpersonal skills, leading, hopefully, to 
better communication between bosses and 
co-workers.

A study by PricewaterhouseCoopers 
discovered that 88 percent of so-called 
“millennials” surveyed gravitated toward 
companies with pronounced corporate 
social responsibility programs, and 86 
percent would consider leaving if these 
programs no longer met their expectations.

Of course, a business that strengthens 
its local community through charitable 
outreach is also planting seeds for its own 

growth: the community is more likely 
to support that business. For instance, if 
the business engages in medical-based 
charities, the business may be helping 
to grow a healthier pool of prospective 
employees and customers.

June is also Global Volunteer Month. 
At Morgan Stanley, June traditionally 
is the month in which my co-workers 
and I volunteer at food pantries, pack 
backpacks of meals for hungry children 
or help in countless other ways as part of 
a longstanding commitment to help feed 
the hungry.

This month, more than 200 volunteers 
from Morgan Stanley, Yonkers Public 
Schools, Rotary Club of 
East Yonkers, Yonkers 
Community Action 
Program (YCAP), 
organizers from 
KaBOOM!, and residents 
of the Yonkers community 
joined forces to create a new playground at 
Yonkers Public Schools.

The design of the playground was based 
on children’s drawings created at a special 
event in April.

A playground is more than a playground; 
it is a brain expander, friend-maker and 

muscle-builder. Morgan Stanley’s partner, 
KaBOOM! a national nonprofit dedicated 
to building spaces for play, has been 
helping since 1996 to ensure that children 
get the balance of active play they need to 
become healthy and successful adults.

The new playground will serve some 
450 Yonkers children. Since current play 
opportunities in their neighborhood are 
limited, the new space will provide an 
outdoor oasis and encourage play for 
students and their families. This will be 
the seventh playground built by Morgan 
Stanley, KaBOOM! and a host of different 
volunteer organizations nationwide.

There are many ways to express our 
social, environmental or 
ethical values. Participating 
in volunteer projects is just 
one way to support the 
betterment of us all. Our 
volunteer efforts, and our 
investments, can make a 

difference communally and globally. 
Peter Chieco is a wealth adviser with 

Morgan Stanley Wealth Management in 
Greenwich, Conn.  He can be reached at 
203-625-4897.

Corporate Support for Charities Often Represents a Company’s Values

 Visit one of our 76 branches today!

Established 1863 · Member FDIC

www.applebank.com  914-902-2775

“My Apple Bank has FREE Business Checking —
PLUS Special Offers of Up to $120 Value!”

SupremeValue Checking®

•  NO minimum balance requirement
•  NO monthly maintenance fees
•  JUST $100 to open your account
•  UNLIMITED transactions
•  NO per check charge 
•  FREE Visa® Business Debit Card*
•  FREE Online Banking and Mobile Banking**

  

PLUS

$100 Value***
Free IntroPak of 150 Business Checks 
(includes deposit tickets, stamp and cover)

$20 Cash Back
$10 for your unused business checks
and $10 for your business debit card
from another bank

*Application required.   **Data fees from your mobile carrier may apply.  ***Sales tax and delivery charge apply.  Cash back offer(s) will be considered interest earned on your checking 
account for the year in which it was received and it may be necessary to report this as taxable income for that calendar year. Offers for new accounts and new money only.  Offers may 
be discontinued at any time without prior notice.  
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The information provided in this article is not a solicitation to purchase or sell investments. Any information presented is general in nature and not intended to provide individually tailored 
investment advice. The strategies and/or investments referenced may not be suitable for all investors as the appropriateness of a particular investment or strategy will depend on an investor’s individual 

circumstances and objectives. Investing involves risks and there is always the potential of losing money when you invest. The views expressed herein are those of the author and may not necessarily 
reflect the views of Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC, Member SIPC.

By Peter Chieco

The Prudent 
Portfolio
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Tuesday, June 17
Teen Book Club. Enjoy amazing books, 

fun snacks and entertaining discussions 
with Lauren Berger, who is working on her 
Girl Scout Gold Award. “Fever 1793” by 
Laurie Halse Anderson will be discussed. 
For students in grades 6-8. Chappaqua 
Public Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua. 5 to 6 p.m. Free. Info: 914-
238-4779 or www.chappaqualibrary.org.

Wednesday, June 18
Ninth Annual Golf Outing to Benefit 

Support Connection. Club Fit will host 
the annual golf outing. Proceeds from the 
event will benefit Support Connection, 
the Yorktown Heights-based nonprofit 
organization dedicated to providing 
emotional, social and educational support 
services to women, their families and 
friends affected by breast and ovarian 
cancer. The Garrison Golf Club, 2015 
Route 9, Garrison. Registration and 
breakfast at 8:30 a.m. Golf at 10 a.m. 
Cocktail hour at 3 p.m. Dinner reception 
from 4:30 to 6 p.m. $225 per golfer or 
$900 per foursome. Cocktail hour, dinner 
and award ceremony: $75. Info and 
reservations: 914-962-6402 or email info@
supportconnection.org. 

Zumba Fitness. Achieve long-term 
benefits while having a blast in one exciting 
hour of calorie-burning, body-energizing, 
awe-inspiring movements meant to engage 
and captivate for life. For all fitness levels. 
Dance Emotions, 75 S. Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua. Every Monday and Wednesday 
at 9 a.m. and Saturdays at 10 a.m. Drop in 
or weekly discount rates available. Info: 
Contact Peggy at 914 960-4097.

Knitting Group. Hats for our 
servicemen and women overseas and 
other ongoing projects for care centers 
and hospitals. Clinton Street Center, 1A 
Clinton St., Pleasantville. 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
Free. Meets every Monday and Wednesday. 
Info: 914-769-2021.

Senior Benefits Information Center. 
Counselors offer older adults one-on-
one counseling covering a broad range 
of topics including Medicare health and 
prescription plans, food stamps, HEAP, 
EPIC, weatherization, minor home repair 
and tax relief programs. Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 Main St., Mount Kisco. 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Free. Every Wednesday. 
Info: 914-231-3260.

Knitting Club. Come learn to knit, or if 
you already know how, bring your current 
project and enjoy a visit with other knitters 
and crocheters. Beginners should bring 
a pair off size 8 or 10 straight knitting 
needles and skein or worsted weight yarn. 
Open to knitters and crocheters 10 years 
old and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 
100 E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 4 to 5:30 
p.m. Free. Meets every Wednesday. Info: 
914-666-8041.

MHA Get on Your Mat for Mental 
Health Mega-Yoga Event. Take your yoga 
out of the studio and onto the street. Named 
one of the seven most inspiring mega-yoga 
events in the world by Well + Good. Led 
by renowned yoga instructor Matthew 
Sanford. Court Street, White Plains. 5:30 
p.m. Pre-registration: $20. Day of event: 
$25. Children (under 12): $10. Info and 
registration: Visit www.mhawestchester.
org/onyourmat.

eReaders and eBooks Workshop. A 
workshop for library cardholders to learn 
about downloading free library ebooks 
to their eReaders (Kindle, nook, etc.). 
Westchester Public Library cardholders 
eligible to participate. Katonah Village 
Library, 26 Bedford Rd., Katonah. 2 
p.m. Free. Registration required. Info 
and registration: 914-232-3508 or email 
katref@wlsmail.org.  

Thursday, June 19
Let Your Yoga Dance Classes. The 

popular Kripalu noon dance class is now 
in Chappaqua! Combines easy dance, 
gentle yoga and great music. Come join 
this noncompetitive, heart pumping and 
joyful experience. Drop-ins welcome. 
Dance Emotions, 75 S. Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua.10 a.m. $20 per 75 min. class. 
Every Tuesday and Thursday. Info: 914-
238-8974 or email claudiayogadance@
gmail.com.

Yiddish Vinkle. Yiddish speakers (or 
dabblers) enjoy Yiddish poetry, current 
events, short stories, humor, songs, music 
and great camaraderie. Rosenthal JCC, 600 
Bear Ridge Rd., Pleasantville. 1 to 3 p.m. $6 
suggested donation. Meets every Thursday. 
Info: 914-741-0333 ext. 24 or visit www.
rosenthaljcc.org.

Book Lovers. “Life After Life” by 
Kate Atkinson will be discussed. Led by 
Barbara Bernstein. Chappaqua Public 
Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 
1 p.m. Free. Info: 914-238-4779 or www.
chappaqualibrary.org.

Multilingual Mother Goose. Learn and 
share songs and rhymes in other languages. 
For children birth to five years old; with 
an adult. Chappaqua Public Library, 195 
S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 2:30 p.m. 
Free. Meets every Thursday. Registration 
required. Info and registration: 914-238-
4779.

Michael Testa Retirement Party. To 
celebrate, honor and thank Pleasantville’s 
longtime building inspector. Trattoria 
160, 160 Marble Ave., Pleasantville. 6 
p.m. $75 (includes gift). RSVP by June 13. 
Checks should be made payable to Patricia 
Dwyer, c/o Village Hall, 80 Wheeler Ave., 
Pleasantville. Info and RSVP: Contact 
Patricia Dwyer at 914-769-1940 or email 
pdwyer@pleasantville-ny.gov.

Lighthouses and Lures: Lighthouses of 
the Hudson River. A talk explaining why 

lighthouses are so loved and some basic 
facts about them. Specific lighthouses will 
be highlighted starting at the Ambrose 
Lightship and as far as Stony Point. 
Discussion led by Scott Craven, who has 
a masters in history and has lived along 
the banks of the Hudson his entire life. 
Chappaqua Public Library, 195 S. Greeley 
Ave., Chappaqua. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-
238-4779 or www.chappaqualibrary.org.

Friday, June 20
Zumba Gold. Try this low-impact 

approach to Zumba for the older active 
adult and baby boomer with the same 
sassy, sweaty, fun-filled cardio workout in 
an easy learning environment. Ongoing 
classes; drop-ins welcome. Addie-tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza, Pleasantville. 11:15 a.m. to 12:15 
p.m. $12. Four- and eight-week cards 
available. Meets every Friday. Info: 914-
747-0808 or email instructor at olin.amyj@
gmail.com.

Teen ‘60s Party. Frisbees and Beatles 
music. Snacks, too! For students in grades 
6-12. Chappaqua Public Library, 195 S. 
Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 3:30 to 4:30 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-238-4779 or www.
chappaqualibrary.org.

Magic: The Gathering With Lucas. 
Drop-in and play. Beginners and 
experienced players welcome. For students 
in grades 7-12. Chappaqua Public Library, 
195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 3:30 to 
4:30 p.m. Free. Meets every Friday through 
June. Info: 914-238-4779.

Zumba Fitness Class. Addie-Tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial Plaza 
(lower level), Pleasantville. 5:30 to 6:30 
p.m. $15 a class. $29 for four classes. $55 
for eight classes. Meets every Friday. Info: 
917-215-1720, email AddietudeDance@
gmail.com or visit www.Addie-tude.com. 

Saturday, June 21
Pleasantville Farmers Market. Come 

experience the largest farmers market 
in Westchester, most celebrated in New 
York and 33rd in the entire United States 
by Farmland.org in 2013. This week, 
Children will be “Rockin’ With Miss Patti” 
and an appearance by Pleasantville’s own 
Nannyhagen Creek. Memorial Plaza, 
Pleasantville. 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Children’s 
program at 9:30 a.m. Music at 10 a.m. Info: 
Visit: www.pleasantvillefarmersmarket.org.

Chappaqua Farmers Market. 
Chappaqua train station, Chappaqua. 
8:30 to 1 p.m. Info: Visit www.
chappaquafarmersmarket.org.

Author Book Signing. Meet 
Rinku Bhattacharya, blogger at 
CookinginWestchester.com and author 
of “Spices & Seasons: Simple, Sustainable 
Indian Flavors.” John Jay Farmers Market, 
400 Jay St. (Route 22), Katonah. 10 a.m. Free. 
Info: Visit www.cookinginwestchester.

com.
Greyhound Rescue and Rehab Meet 

and Greet Adoption Day. Petland 
Discounts, Thornwood Town Center, 10-
18 Broadway, Thornwood. 12 to 3 p.m. Info: 
Contact Amy Eisenberg 631-273-6363 or 
email aeisenberg@petlanddiscounts.com 
or visit www.petlanddiscounts.com.

American Stories Series. “The Butterfly 
Mosque: A Young American Woman’s 
Journey to Love and Islam” by G. Willow 
Wilson and “Columbia Sourcebook of 
Muslims in the United States” edited by 
Edward E. Curtis IV will be discussed. 
Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. 
Main St., Mount Kisco. 2:30 to 4 p.m. 
Free. Registration required. Info and 
registration: 914-864-0137.

Argentine Tango Dances. Great music 
and dancing on a 3,500-square-foot dance 
floor. Enjoy a pleasant time with friends. 
Refreshments served. Broadway 26 
Dance, 26 Broadway, Hawthorne. 8 p.m. 
to midnight. $16. Also the first Sunday of 
each month from 3 to 6 p.m. $12. Info: 
914-725-3023 or 914-484-5101 or e-mail 
sampelayo@optonline.net.

Sunday, June 22
Church Service. St. John’s Episcopal 

Church, 8 Sunnyside Ave., Pleasantville. 
Rite I Holy Eucharist at 8 a.m. Rite III, a 
service geared toward families with young 
children at 9:15 a.m. Rite II Choral Service 
Holy Eucharist at 10:45 a.m. Every Sunday. 
Info: 914-769-0053.

Art Deco Tour. Tony Robins, founding 
member of the Art Deco Society of New 
York, will conduct a tour of the Art Deco 
monuments, including the Daily News 
and Chrysler buildings, among others  that 
helped create the image of New York City 
during the 1920s and ‘30s. Meets at Grand 
Central Terminal at 10 a.m., tour until 
noon, followed by lunch at Oscar’s with 
Mr. Robins until 1:30 p.m. Tour finishes 
at 3 p.m. $20. Participants are responsible 
for reaching Grand Central and meal, 
including tip.   No cancellations. Limited 
reservations. Info and reservations: 914-
238-4779 ext. 119.

Teaching Trails: A Community Path 
for Environmental Education. Join 
guided trail experience through the 
woodland forest. Discover who left that 
track, which tree makes the best animal 
home or which plant makes its own 
heat to help melt through the late winter 
ice. Program runs about 30 minutes. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 11:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Sunday in June. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit 
www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.                          

African-American Heritage 
Celebration. This year’s theme is 
“Celebrating Our Heritage: 30 Years and 
Thriving.” Includes entertainment by 

continued on next page

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Martin Wilbur at mwilbur@theexaminernews.com.com.
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musical groups and dancers, drama and 
poetry readings, health and educational 
exhibits and activities for children. Visit 
the many vendors selling traditional 
arts and crafts and ethnic foods. Rain or 
shine. Seating is informal; bring blankets 
or folding chairs. Kensico Dam Plaza, 
Valhalla. 12 to 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-864-
PARK.

Second Annual Farm to Table 
Dinner and Wine Tasting Fundraiser. 
Enjoy a delicious meal from a variety 
of local restaurants and bakeries that 
promote using locally grown products 
and provide seasonal fare. Taste a 
selection of award-winning wines from 
the Hudson Valley Held outdoors on 
the Great Lawn; under a tent in the 
event of rain. Casual dress and practical 
shoes. Bring your own dinnerware 
(china, glasses and silverware) to help 
reduce waste. Greenburgh Nature 
Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 4 to 
7 p.m. Members: $100. Non-members: 
$150 Children under 12 not admitted. 
Children over 12 can attend at the per 
person rate. Registration required. Info 
and registration: 914-723-3470 or visit 
www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Monday, June 23
Veterans Roundtable. Informal 

discussion and camaraderie among 
members and public service projects. 
Clinton Street Center, 1A Clinton St., 
Pleasantville. 1 to 2 p.m. Free. Meets every 
Monday. Info: 914-769-2021.

Ulysses Discussion Group. Explore 
James Joyce works to experience the 
humanity, morality, philosophy, puzzles, 
puns, comedy and his sheer exuberance. 

Led by Joan Schulman. Chappaqua Public 
Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 
2 p.m. Free. Info: 914-238-4779 or www.
chappaqualibrary.org.

Tuesday, June 24
Open Book Discussion. “The Invention 

of Wings” by Sue Monk Kidd will be 
discussed. Led by Westchester Community 
College Adjunct Professor Christine 
Bobkoff. A copy of the book available at 
the information desk. Chappaqua Public 
Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 
7:30 p.m. Free. Info: 914-238-4779 or 
www.chappaqualibrary.org.

Wednesday, June 25
Support Group for Alzeheimer’s 

Caregivers. Temple Shaaray Tefila and 
Westchester Jewish Community Services 
have scheduled this forum to provide 
a place for caregivers to discuss their 
feelings, share their experiences and 
support one another. A specialist from 
the Alzheimer’s Association will lead the 
group and provide educational materials 
and information. All welcome. Temple 
Shaaray Tefila’s Youth Lounge, 89 Baldwin 
Rd., Baldwin Corners. 11 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. Free. Meets the second and fourth 
Wednesday of each month. Registration 
required. Info and registration: Contact 
the Alzheimer’s Association at 800-272-
3900 or visit www.alz.org/hudsonvalley.

Thursday, June 26
Book Group for Women With Breast 

and Ovarian Cancer. Travel across 
North America in the driver’s seat of an 
18-wheeler. Carolyn Steele did just that 
and shares the adventure in her book 
“Trucking in English.” Born and raised in 

London, she relocated to Canada where 
her dream became reality. Future books 
will be chosen by participants. Please 
bring additional titles to choose from. 
Presented by Support Connection. Cheryl 
R. Lindenbaum Comprehensive Cancer 

at Hudson Valley Hospital Center, 1980 
Crompond Rd., Cortlandt Manor. 7 to 
8:45 p.m. Free. Pre-registration required. 
Info and pre-registration: Call Support 
Connection at 914-962-6402 or 800-532-
4290.

continued from previous page

1. atrophy (n.)
   A) an outlandish act  B) a wasting away   C) a lack of feeling

2. deride (v.)
   A) to ridicule  B) throw off course  C) sadden

3. tableau (n.)
   A) a flat landscape  B) a graphic representation  C) a dwelling place

4. capricious (adj.)
   A) promoting decay  B) susceptible   C) impulsive

5. immolate (v.)
   A) to destroy by fire  B) make immortal   C) prevent movement

6. piquant (adj.)
   A) steady  B) shrill   C) spicy

7. agglutinated (v.)
   A) to make great  B) unite into a group   C) overburden 

8. paroxysm (n.)
   A) a model of perfection  B) a clear example   C) a sudden action

War Stories. Novelist and journalist John Hersey was born 100 years ago on June 17, 1914, in 
Tientsin, China. He wrote the World War II novels “A Bell for Adano,” which won the Pulitzer Prize 
in 1945, and “The Wall.” Hersey also penned the non-fiction book “Hiroshima.” Perhaps you will 
find some prize-winning words from Hersey’s works to add to your vocabulary.   

THERE’S A WORD FOR IT
A vocabulary-building quiz  

By Edward Goralski

ANSWERS:
1. B. A wasting away or progressive decline
2. A. To laugh at contemptuously; ridicule 
3. B. A graphic description or representation
4. C. Impulsive; unpredictable 

5. A. To kill or destroy often by fire
6. C. Agreeably stimulating to the palate; spicy
7. B. To unite or combine into a group or mass
8. C. A sudden violent emotion or action; outburst

Dress Confidently. In 
the days leading up to your 
exams, dress confidently and 
appropriately. Most teachers 
advise their students to dress 
comfortably, but studies have 
shown that if a student looks 
good while sitting for an exam, 
he or she will score higher 
because they feel confident. 

Get a Good Night’s Sleep. 
This is true not just the night before the 
exam. If you are used to sleeping five hours 
a night and suddenly get nine hours of sleep 
the night before your test, you will mess up 
your sleep pattern and could actually feel 
more tired than you would have had you 
gotten five hours of shut-eye. Contrary to 
popular belief, it is not physically possible 
to “catch up on sleep.” 

The best way to feel well-rested on the 
day of an exam is to start making changes 
to your sleeping habits in the weeks prior. 
This way, your body will have the chance to 

get used to the alteration and help 
minimize the negative effects on 
your score.

Take Up Yoga. I know, I know, 
there isn’t enough patience in the 
world to help you survive a yoga 
class. I thought so, too--until I 
tried it. Yoga not only relaxes 
your mind, but your muscles as 
well. Having tense muscles on 
the day of a test is never good 

because it could lead to muscle cramps in 
your hands or arms while you’re writing 
that three-page essay on your AP World 
History test. That’s why yoga is a great 
idea. Try attending a class the day before 
the exam so you will feel rejuvenated when 
you wake up from a good night’s sleep.

Do Not Cram the Night Before. This 
cannot be stressed enough. Yes, studying 
is extremely helpful, but not a hardcore 
cram session the night before the big test. 
Instead, try purchasing a review book—
courtesy of your local bookstore—and 

read it cover to cover in the weeks before 
your test. Annotate the main ideas of each 
paragraph in the margins. If you know 
there are a few topics that 
you don’t understand, 
write them down on a 
piece of paper and look 
them up when you’re 
finished with the review 
book. 

On the day before the 
test (prior to attending a 
yoga class), read the notes 
you took in the margins 
to jog your memory a bit. Also, attempt 
to avoid studying while multitasking. 
Try to study in an environment that is as 
similar as possible to the environment that 
you will be taking your test. For example, 
don’t chew gum while studying unless you 
will chew gum when you are taking your 
test. Studies have shown that if you learn 
something while activating your motor 
skills (such as chewing gum), your brain 

will connect gum chewing to whatever it 
is that you were learning, making it easier 
to remember.

Remove Yourself From 
Stressful Situations. If 
your friends are the type of 
people who freak out before 
tests and get anxious, try 
to stay away from all that 
negative energy. It won’t 
do you any good to be 
around them. Be confident 
that you prepared yourself 
as much as you could. 

Understand that people take exams all the 
time and that no matter what happens, life 
goes on.

Andrea Reino is a sophomore at Fox Lane 
High School and enjoys writing, reading, 
traveling and meeting new people. She 
believes natural beauty can be found in 
everything, embraces diversity and likes to 
run, serve her community and spend time 
with her family.

A Finals Survival Guide for Students With Five Easy Steps

By Andrea Reino
Teen 
Talk
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ExaminEr mEdia Classifieds 061714
adoption
We are robyn and Sid, a loving 
couple with a warm home in the sub-
urbs of New York. Our website is www.
robynandsid.com. We are court ap-
proved and ready to adopt now. Call us 
toll free 1-877-409-2441 or email us at 
robynandsid@aol.com.

auctions
buy or sell at aarauctions.com. Con-
tents of homes, businesses, vehicles and 
real estate. Bid NOW! AARauctions.com 
Lights, Camera, Auction. No longer the 
best kept secret.

auto donations
donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

EvEnts
rinaLdiFLeaMarKeTS.CoM Every 
Sunday Weather Permitting 900 Dutchess 
Turnpike (rt44) Poughkeepsie NY. Free 
Admission, Parking, Great Food, Bar-
gains. Vendors Wanted! RINALDIFLEA-
MARKETS.COM See You There!

HElp WantEd
Senior anaLyST (STaTiSTiCian)- 
White Plains, NY, Full Time for Emax 
Health Systems LLC. Master’s Degree in 
Pharmacy Adm or related field required. 
email resume to info@emaxhealth.net.

airLine CareerS begin here Get FAA 
approved Aviation Maintenance Techni-
cian training. Financial aid for qualified 
students ñ Housing available. Job place-
ment assistance. Call AIM 866-296-7093

driverS -oWner operaTorS, 
$5,000 SiGn-on bonUS! OTR and Re-
gional Runs, Mid-Roof Sleeper Required, 
Hazmat, Tanker and TWIC Endorsement 
Required, No Tanker Experience Req. 

Call Carmen: 888-622-1042 or apply on-
line at www.Work4FTS.com

HomE improvEmEnt
HaS yoUr bUiLdinG SHiFTed or 
SeTTLed? Contact Woodford Brothers 
Inc, for straightening, leveling, foundation 
and wood frame repairs at 1-800-OLD-
BARN. www.woodfordbros.com. "Not 
applicable in Queens county"

HomEs for salE
ModULarHoMebroKerS.CoM 14 
MODELS ON DISPLAY, STARTING AT 
$59 PER SQUARE FOOT. PRICING IN-
CLUDES DELIVERY, CRANE, SET AND 
TAX. 848-240-7040

land for salE
neW yorK Land, riverS & CaMp 
barGainS 8.4  Acres w/ New Cabin & 
Access to Fish Creek River:$29,995 34 
Acres Cherry Forest & Access to Little 
Salmon River: $49,995 27 Acres, Mo-
hawk River Frontage: $49,900 We Finance 
Land! Call  Christmas & Associates: 800-
229-7843. Or Visit:landandcamps.com 
Owner/Broker

TroUT STreaM barGain. 5.4 acres, 
$49,900. Was $199,900. Bank ordered 
sale. Beautiful Bethel NY.Near Wood-
stock site. 85 miles from Manhattan. As-
sorted hardwoods, approved building site, 
underground utilities, across from lake, 
walk to Performing Arts Center, financ-
ing. Call 877-836-1820.

land WantEd
pLanninG to SeLL Your Land, Farm, 
Country Property or Primary Resi-
dence?† We have Buyers! NEW YORK 
LAND QUEST Call Carl Snyder, RE Bro-
ker 607-280-5770.† nylandquest.com

miscEllanEous
SaWMiLLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship. FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

out of statE rEal EstatE
SebaSTian, FLorida Beautiful 55+ 
manufactured home community. 4.4 

miles to the beach, 2 miles to the river-
front district. Homes starting at $39,000.
772-581-0080, www.beach-cove.com.

delaware's resort Living Without re-
sort pricing! Low Taxes! Gated Com-
munity, Close to Beaches,Amazing Ame-
nities, Olympic Pool. New Homes from 
$80's! Brochures available 1-866-629-
0770 or www.coolbranch.com.

sErvicEs
WeT baSeMenTS Made bone dry 
perManenTLy! 100% guaranteed. 
Toxic basement (black) mold removal. 
The Basement Man. 315-488-2762, 315-
414-6561. Member BBB. Since 1963. Free 
Estimates,Senior Discounts.

vacation rEntals
oCean CiTy, MaryLand. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open dai-
ly. Holiday Real Estate. 1-800-638-2102. 
Online reservations: www.holidayoc.com

priMe vaCaTion opporTUniTy. 
$150/NIGHT. PRIVATE, Spectacular 
Lakefront setting MID-COAST MAINE. 
1 BR, Sleeps 4. Swim, Boat, Fish, Hike 
or Just Relax. highfields@tidewater.net; 
207-785-2851;toll-free 844-785-2851

norTH WiLdWood, nJ- FLOREN-
TINE FAMILY MOTEL. Beach/Board-
walk Block, Heated Pools, Efficiency/
Motel units refrigerator, elevator. Color 
Brochure/Specials 609-522-4075 Depart-
ment 104 www.florentinemotel.com

WantEd
MoST CaSH paid For paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. pLeaSe CaLL aaron aT
914-654-1683 

CaSH for Coins! Buying ALL Gold & Sil-
ver. Also Stamps & Paper Money, Entire 
Collections, Estates. Travel to your home. 
Call Marc in NY 1-800-959-3419

ÒWhere Family Matters MostÓ

Work for the family company that cares 
about its driversÕ lives off the road!  
We offer Northeast regional routes.  

WeÕre looking for experienced CDL-A 
Owner Operators & Company Drivers

www.GHItrucking.comOR APPLY ONLINE AT
Call today  888-342-5115  x 376

YouÕll be home weekends and some nights.  Outstanding pay!
*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm for 

the next week’s publication

To Place a Classified Ad 
call 914-864-0878
or e-mail classifieds

@theexaminernews.com
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Scientific 
health studies 
are in the news 
constantly these 
days, attempting to 
validate or refute 
claims made by 
manufacturers, 
scientists, the 
health industry 
or any number of 

respected medical and health journals. 
Much has been written concerning the 
validity of these studies and whether 
they conform to strict scientific 
standards or, rather, are more anecdotal, 
notwithstanding their strict statistical 
and control features.

It seems that for every one of us, 
there exists a study that conforms to 
our individual beliefs and psychological 
rationale. One week a study affirms 
the efficacy of vitamin and mineral 
supplements, the next week a study 
affirms the false claims made previously. 
One week a study validates the benefits 
of red wine, the next week a study refutes 
each element of the previous week’s 
positive study. 

I have a difficult time reaching any 
objective decision on which studies 
to believe, if any. For example, I have a 
natural tendency to believe studies that 

validate the benefits of consuming red 
wine in moderation. Volumes have been 
written on the benefits of antioxidants in 
our food and in our bodies. Each of the 
many compounds that fall into the broad 
category of antioxidants (polyphenols, 
sirtuin proteins) interacts with other 
compounds to fight the negative effects 
of our diets and lifestyles. Studies have 
validated the benefits of red wine: 
protecting the heart and brain, fighting 
and preventing cancers, reversing 
diabetes and obesity, boosting the 
immune system and slowing the aging 
process.

Last week a new study reported the lack 
of any benefit in ingesting resveratrol.

Which conclusion to believe?  
It seems to me that of the more than 

100 studies that have validated the 
health benefits of red wine, very few 
have attributed these benefits solely to 
resveratrol. There are many antioxidant 
compounds found in wine, resveratrol 
being one of them. But in order for 
resveratrol to have a major health impact, 
much greater concentrations would have 
to be present in the typical consumption 
of one or two glasses of red wine per day.

When last week’s study was released, 
the headlines blared out: “Benefits of 
Red Wine a Myth.” Of course the study 
addressed resveratrol, not red wine in 

general; as so often happens, a bit of 
sensationalism goes a long way. 

My viewpoint has always been to 
consider any claims of the beneficial value 
of foods, supplements, drugs in a broad 
perspective. Certainly one good--or bad–
study does not make for a scientific truth. 

Many instances can be cited in which 
generations of trial and 
error have resulted in 
tried and true behavior, 
with decades-long 
validation. One example: 
the Mediterranean Diet. 
What generations of 
French believed and 
practiced took modern 
science decades to 
validate and accept a similar conclusion.

Our bodies today have not significantly 
evolved since we began to stand and 
walk upright many millennia ago. Our 
ancestors relied on wild plants for their 
overall well-being, with an occasional 
mastodon steak. They were able to 
experiment and determine which plants 
were beneficial and which were harmful. 

Through trial and error they developed 
diets that persist today as recipes for 
healthy lives. They consumed whole 
foods, not highly processed foods 
engineered in manufacturers’ laboratories 
to extend shelf life, or reduce production 

costs, or create artificial ingredients that 
appeal to our seemingly insatiable desire 
for sugar and fat. These highly processed 
foods strip out vital nutrients from food, 
nutrients that our physiology requires 
for sound health. The resulting lack of 
antioxidants, vitamins and minerals has 
been equated to the sharp rise of obesity, 

cancer and cardiovascular 
disease in the last 50 
years. 

Restoring these 
components to our diet is 
generally recognized to be 
one of the keys to a long, 
healthy life. And red wine 
plays an important role. 

Be balanced in your 
views on clinical, scientific or anecdotal 
studies. The tried and proven approach 
should be given due consideration over 
the proliferation of narrowly focused 
studies with multiple variables.

Nick Antonaccio is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years 
he has conducted  wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results 
in instinctive behavior. You can reach him 
at nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or 
on Twitter @sharingwine.

Trust Science or Practical Experience When it Comes to Benefits of Red Wine 

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

By Nick Antonaccio

It’s all about you.

The great thing about PCTV is that everyone can have a 

voice. From elected officials and business leaders to 

students and neighbors. We all have stories to tell. We all 

have opinions to share. To lift each other up and bring our 

community closer together. Why not join the discussion? 

To find out how to give the public access to your voice, 

walk to 2 Jackson Street, or go to pctv76.org/contact. 

TALKING
VILLAGE

HOW  TO TURN A GREAT 

WALKING
VILLAGE INTO A GREAT
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ExaminerSports
By A.J. Martelli

If first impressions are everything, then 
the 2014 Hudson Valley Renegades made 
quite a big statement during the New York-
Penn League’s opening weekend. 

After two wild, walk-off finishes Friday 
and Saturday, the ‘Gades made it three wins 
in a row on their brand new turf field at 
Dutchess Stadium with a 4-2 victory over 
the Aberdeen IronBirds on Sunday, giving 
the home fans plenty to smile about.

To new Renegades skipper Tim Parenton, 
a winning streak to start the summer haul is 
encouraging, to say the least.

“It’s been great baseball,” he said, shortly 
after the final out of Sunday’s game. “The 
guys have played hard, and it’s awesome to 
start 3-0. We come out here every day and 
work hard, and it’s paying off for us between 
the white lines.”

The Renegades were clinging to a 1-0 lead 
over the IronBirds when they came to bat 
in the bottom of the sixth inning, thanks to 
an RBI groundout by center fielder Bralin 
Jackson back in the third. Designated hitter 
Mac James was hit by a pitch, setting the 
stage for some heroics from first baseman 
Casey Gillaspie, recently selected by the 
Tampa Bay Rays with their number one 
draft pick.

Gillaspie, a power-hitting switch-hitter 
from Wichita State, then showed why he 
was chosen so early by the Rays, blasting 
a towering two-run homer high over 
the fence in right field for his first hit as a 
professional ballplayer.

“It felt good to get that one out of the 
way,” Gillaspie said. “I’ve been scuffling, I 
guess, the last day or two, but hopefully I 
build off that. As I was rounding the bases, I 
was saying, ‘I hope that goes out,’ and it was 
pretty cool hearing the fans cheer when I 
got it. It was exciting.”

Gillaspie’s long homer may have been 
the highlight of the day for the Renegades, 
but he’s well aware that many of his new 
teammates have chipped in during the early 
winning streak.  

“We’re doing a good job getting runners 

on, getting good timely hitting, good timely 
pitching,” he said, “and I think everything 
right now is clicking for us.”

His home run came against Aberdeen 
relief pitcher Stefan Crichton, who took over 
for Dylan Bundy, the Baltimore Orioles’ top 
minor league prospect, who was making his 
first rehab start since undergoing Tommy 
John surgery almost a year ago. Bundy 
wound up throwing 65 pitches in his five 
innings, striking out six batters, walking 
none and yielding five hits. 

By the time the sixth inning was over, 
the Renegades had padded their lead with 
another run on a  sacrifice fly to center field 
off the bat of  Clayton Henning that brought 
home Elias Torres.

It was all the scoring Hudson Valley 
needed, as its good pitching prevailed. 
Starter Nolan Gannon set the first nine 
Aberdeen batters down in order before 
giving up a walk to begin the fourth inning. 
He struck out Justin Viele before Alex 
Murphy, the IronBirds’ DH, softly singled 
into center field to break up the no-hitter.

It was the only hit Gannon allowed in the 
five innings he tossed. He struck out two 
and walked two on the way to his first win 

of the year.
“The Rays are built on pitching and 

defense, and offensively we get it done – and 
that’s what we’ve done so far,” said Parenton, 
whose first win as a minor league manager 
two days earlier could not have been more 
dramatic. “Hopefully, we’ll keep doing it 
throughout the season. I think we will. Our 
pitchers have worked hard, we believe in 
defense, and we’ve been playing it the right 
way.”

Aberdeen made a last-ditch effort to stage 
a comeback, scoring both of its runs with 
two outs in the ninth inning. But Hudson 
Valley relief pitcher Anthony Tzamtzis, 
one of four returning Renegades from last 
season, was able to close it out and seal 
the deal. Mario Fernandez piggybacked 
Gannon in between, throwing three 
impressive innings of two-hit ball before 
giving way to Tzamtzis to start the ninth.

EXTRA INNINGS: With Hudson Valley 
trailing 1-0 Friday night in the bottom 
of the ninth,  Hunter Lockwood drilled a 
walk-off, two-run home run to give the 
Renegades their first win of the season. On 
Saturday night, it was more of the same as 
the ‘Gades got an RBI single off the bat of 
infielder Coty Blanchard to win 4-3 in the 
11th inning.

The Renegades will travel to Brooklyn 
tonight (Tuesday) before hosting the 
Cyclones at Dutchess Stadium at 6:05 p.m. 
both Wednesday and Thursday evenings. 
They’ll then deal with the Staten Island 
Yankees this upcoming weekend. Friday’s 
game at Dutchess Stadium starts at 7:05, 
while Sunday’s begins at 5:05.

Renegades Start the New Season with Three Straight Wins
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Hudson Valley second baseman Douglas Duran tags out Aberdeen’s Sam Kimmel in the Renegades’ 4-2 
victory on Sunday.

The Renegades’ Chris Talley hits a single in the 
second inning of  Sunday’s 4-2 victory at Dutchess 
Stadium.

Hudson Valley starter Nolan Gannon pitches in the 
Renegades’ win over the Aberdeen IronBirds this 
past weekend.

Douglas Duran of  the Renegades catches a pop 
fly in short right field as teammate Elias Torres 
looks on.

Casey Gillaspie of  the Renegades crosses home 
plate after belting his first professional homer 
Sunday at Dutchess Stadium.

Hudson Valley’s Casey Gillaspie watches his 
towering home run clear the fence in right field 
during Sunday’s win over Aberdeen.
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laying some small ball in the bottom of 
the third inning. Demi Pardalis led off by 
walking on four pitches and then reached 
third when 
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BYRAM HILLS
Spring 2014
A Look Back

Armend Pushka swings the bat in an extra-inning 
victory vs. Fox Lane.

Noelle Love heads for the goal in a win over 
Westlake.

Track standout Carly Schwartz clears a hurdle.

Alex Sapone smacks a pitch toward left field in the 
Briarcliff  tourney.

Frankie Vesuvio pitches in relief  during a Bobcats’ 
home game.

Above: Singles player Alex Nick smacks a forehand 
return.

Below: Emily Byrne controls the ball behind the 
cage during a game early in the season.

Jacob Eisenberg gets ready to hit a forehand in 
the Section 1 team championship, won by the 
Bobcats.

Payton Levine passes the ball during a game vs. 
Greeley.

Paulina Schiliro stays ready as she plays first 
base.

Above: Ally Steffen drives the ball in the second 
round of  the Section 1 girls’ golf  championship.

Right: Jackson Harrower watches the flight of  his 
tee shot during the sectional golf  championship.

Nick Vettoretti has control of  the ball in the 
Section 1 championship game.
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By A.J. Martelli
Dylan Bundy seemed on the fast track 

to stardom in the Major Leagues before 
he was sidetracked by arm woes last 
season. 

The Baltimore Orioles’ 2011 first-
round draft pick from Oklahoma’s 
Owasso High School was making rapid 
progress up the team’s minor league 
ladder before having to undergo Tommy 
John surgery on his valuable right elbow 
in late June of 2013. 

Late Sunday afternoon, Bundy, the 
fourth player chosen in the 2011 draft, 
took to the mound to face the Hudson 
Valley Renegades at a sunny Dutchess 
Stadium in his first rehab start since 
going under the knife. Considered 
baseball’s top pitching prospect and 
often compared to Stephen Strasburg, he 
showed that his future may well still be 
as bright as the Orioles had hoped.

Bundy tossed five innings against the 
Renegades and only allowed one earned 
run while scattering five hits. He wound 
up throwing 65 pitches, striking out six 
Hudson Valley batters and walking none, 
along the way collecting some much-
needed confidence in his reconstructed 
arm. 

“First outing in almost a year and 

I was pretty pleased with it,” he said 
afterwards. “I don’t think about (the 
surgery) at all anymore, and that’s what 
I’m happy about.”

Despite his half dozen strikeouts, 
Bundy, who actually pitched twice for the 
Orioles as a 19-year-old after a late call-up 
in 2012, gave the Renegades credit for the 

way they hit the ball, though he didn’t feel 
he made too many mistakes dealing to the 
Hudson Valley batters.

“I gave up five hits, but they just made 
good contact with the ball on what I think 
were pretty good pitches,” he said. “They 
got the bat on the ball and they did a 
pretty good job. They were hitting the off-

speed stuff pretty well, putting it in play.”
Making adjustments, Bundy 

mentioned, also helped him along.
“I focused more when guys were on 

base,” he said. “Now I’ve got to focus more 
when guys aren’t on base and do a better 
job locating my pitches. I’ve been trying 
to do a better job of that.”

Bundy also talked about how much less 
pressure he felt pitching at “The Dutch” 
as opposed to a huge stadium such as the 
Orioles’ Camden Yards – even though he 
thought facing the Renegades was just as 
dangerous as facing a big league team.

“I feel a little bit less pressure pitching 
here, but there’s still a live batter up 
there that can hit the ball just as well as 
someone in the big leagues,” he said. “My 
aim is to just go out there, make pitches 
and compete.”

Bundy will make a few more starts 
before being evaluated by the Orioles’ 
organization, and he looks forward to 
continuing his comeback and seeing 
how far it will take him in the weeks and 
months ahead.

“I have a couple more starts; we’ll see 
how my arm responds tomorrow,” he said. 
“It should be good. Couple more starts, 
and we’ll see what we’re going to do after 
that.”
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Top Pitching Prospect Returns Against the Renegades

Dylan Bundy, considered baseball’s top 
pitching prospect, throws in Sunday’s game 
at Dutchess Stadium against the host Hudson 
Valley Renegades. Bundy was pitching for the 
Aberdeen IronBirds and making his first start 
since undergoing Tommy John surgery nearly one 
year ago. 
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Samantha Sicignano pitched a no-hitter late in the 
season.

Panther ace Drew Marino pitches in a victory at 
Horace Greeley.

Distance runner Patrick Watts competes in the 
1600.

Anthony Godino wallops a home run early in the 
season vs. Greeley.

Nicole DiFabio makes her way to the goal against 
the Nyack Indians.

Owen Reda heads for the cage during the 
Panthers’ overtime win vs. Fox Lane.

Josh Della Puca moves forward with the ball in a 
rout over Ossining. Brendan Halloran uses a screen from teammate 

James Finnegan in a road win over Mahopac.

Anne Horton hits the ball to right field in the 
sectional playoffs.

Stephanie Villa rounds the corner in the 200. Aidan McDermott drives the ball in the opening 
round of  the sectional golf  championship.

Above: Hana Kapoor clears the final hurdle during 
a midseason track meet at Westlake.

Right: Lacrosse standout Maria Howe controls the 
ball during a Panther home game.

PLEASANTVILLE
Spring 2014
A Look Back
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