
By Janine Bowen
Following a renovation that was years 

in the making, the popular Mount Kisco 
Coach Diner reopened last Monday with 
a brand-new look. 

As part of the 1,215-square-foot 
expansion, there’s a reconfigured dining 
room and a shortened bar to allow room 
for more large booths to accommodate 
families. The renovation added a terrace 
with outdoor seating as well as an 
improved kitchen with new equipment. 

Diner owner Frank Georgiou said 
the new addition flows seamlessly into 
the original building and appears as a 
continuous design. 

“The expansion is so beautiful with high 
ceilings, big windows. … It’s an amazing 
look and an amazing feeling,” Georgiou 
said. “You have to see it for yourself.”

There are 13 new parking spaces that 
have been added on-site. Three additional 
spaces are on a property across the street. 

Georgiou said he has received positive 

By Neal Rentz
Two Rose Hill Shopping Center 

storeowners expressed concern last week 
about a new mall planned for Thornwood 
that could make an already challenging 
business environment more difficult.

Michael DiNardo, owner of Silvio’s 
Restaurant & Pizzeria, and Artuso & Sons 
Pastry & Cafe owner Bobby Artuso told 
the Mount Pleasant Town Board they 
were concerned that an influx of new 
stores could saturate the market in the 
neighborhood and jeopardize the health 
of existing businesses.

Artuso said while there has been recent 
new construction of retail buildings 
in town, there are plenty of vacant 
storefronts.

“There’s more building but nothing’s 

going in,” Artuso said.  
During the town board’s May 20 

meeting, Supervisor Joan Maybury said 
she met the previous week with other 
Rose Hill Shopping Center merchants 
who said they were also troubled about 
local resident Chris DeMartino’s plan to 
construct a 16,700-square-foot shopping 
center on a nearby 5.1-acre parcel on 
Columbus Avenue less than a mile away

The board has been asked to consider 
rezoning the parcel from OB-1, which 
allows office use, to the CPS zone to 
permit retail. 

Maybury said part of her concern is 
that the parcel has a steep cliff and soils 
that could be prone to erosion.

Owners of Rose Hill Shopping Center 
businesses have also told her that they 

By Martin Wilbur
Barring complications, it looks like the 

Chappaqua train station will finally be 
home to a new restaurant this summer.

The New Castle Town Board 
announced last Tuesday that it has 
selected restaurateur Leslie Lampert, 
owner of Ladle of Love and Cafe of Love 
in Mount Kisco, to operate her latest 
venture, Love at 10514, at the more-than-
century-old town-owned building. The 
name references the Chappaqua zip code.

The two parties have entered into a 10-
year lease with a five-year option to renew, 
with a starting monthly rent of $3,300, 
said town Supervisor Robert Greenstein.

Lampert said the 40-seat bistro will be 
inspired by Ladle of Love, a small takeout-
only establishment that specializes in 
hearty soups and stews and farm-to-
table selections such as salads, wraps and 

sandwiches. Patrons of Love at 10514 can 
choose to eat in or take out.

“I really feel privileged and honored to 
be chosen for this fantastic opportunity,” 
said Lampert, a White Plains resident. 
“Having lived in Chappaqua for 24 years, 
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The town-owned building at the Chappaqua train 
station that will house Love at 10514, a new 
venture by the owner of  Mount Kisco’s Ladle of  
Love and Cafe of  Love. 

New Castle Selects Restaurant 
Operator for Chap Train Station

Former Secretary of  State Hillary Clinton is flanked by the parents of  Staff  Sgt. Kyu Chay 
during the Memorial Day dedication of  the Chappaqua bridge in his memory. Chay was killed in 
action while serving in Afghanistan. The presentation also included a state proclamation and 
an appearance by local dignitaries. For more Memorial Day photos from around the area, see 
pages 14-15.

JANINE BOWEN PHOTO
The Mount Kisco Coach Diner, upon completion of  
its expansion project, reopened May 19.
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raising my family here, it was always a 
dream to find the right place to open 
here because it represents so much of my 
family’s growing up. When this became 
available it felt like the right fit.”

Plans call for Lampert to take over the 
morning coffee and breakfast service by 
early July. It is currently operated by Carla 
Gambescia, owner of Via Vanti! at the 
Mount Kisco train station. Love at 10514 
is scheduled to become fully operational 
later in the summer. 

However, Gambescia, who was 
originally presented with a lease late last 

year by the previous town board to be the 
proprietor at the site, may look to contest 
the decision. Her attorney, P. Daniel 
Hollis, said she will evaluate her options 
and decide whether to force a permissive 
referendum.

There is a 30-day deadline for Gambescia 
or Peter and Erin Chase, another Request 
For Proposal respondent, to file a petition 
to trigger the referendum, Hollis said. She 
would need to collect valid signatures at 
least equal to 5 percent of the turnout at 
the last gubernatorial election in 2010, 
which would be about 350 names, he said.

On Monday, Gambescia released a brief 
statement regarding the board’s decision.

“I encourage the residents of New Castle 
to examine all three RFP submissions 
from March 28, 2014, for the Chappaqua 
Train Station now finally available (on the 
town’s website) and ask themselves if they 
would have made the same decision as the 
town board did,” Gambescia stated.

Gambescia had a disagreement with 
the town regarding the general public’s 
access to the building’s bathrooms. This 
year’s town board majority mandated 
that the bathrooms must be available for 
public use and reopened the RFP process.

Greenstein said Love at 10514 suits 
the town’s needs best by providing a 
good variety of food from early morning 
until evening but won’t be a full-service 
restaurant. Only minimal renovations 
will be required.

“A majority of the board believed that 
converting the interior of the depot into 
a full-service restaurant was not in the 
taxpayers’ best interests,” Greenstein said. 
“In our view, Leslie’s proposal meets the 
needs of our community and provides 
the best re-adaptive use of (the) depot’s 
beautiful interior space.”

Lampert was diplomatic when asked 
about the prior controversy between 
the town and Gambescia. She did not 
comment directly on the brouhaha 
between the two sides.

“I have great respect for Carla in her 
restaurant in Mount Kisco,” Lampert said. 
“We have co-existed harmoniously for 
the years she’s been there—I’ve been there 
longer—but for years she’s been there. I 
wish her all the luck in the world. I hope 
she finds another spot in Chappaqua.”

Although the board approved Love at 
10514, it wasn’t unanimous. Councilman 
Jason Chapin voted against the selection.

“I just want to let residents and others 
know that—no offense to you and I wish 
you great success—but I voted for Carla 
and I voted for her in the first go-around 
and in the second go-around, and I think 
she offered the best proposal,” Chapin 
said.

Lampert said she will eventually offer 
a more extensive breakfast menu, which 
will include items such as a scrambled 
egg pesto wrap, dairy-free oatmeal with 
coconut milk and Coffee Lab Roasters 
coffee.

“I’m going to be servicing another 
segment of upper Westchester but close 
enough where it will be very easy for us 
to keep working the same farm-to-table, 
Hudson Valley local mission that we’ll be 
doing,” she said. 

Tentative hours will be 4:30 a.m. to 8:30 
p.m. Mondays through Fridays, 6:30 a.m. 
to 9:30 p.m. on Saturdays, and 6:30 a.m. to 
6:30 p.m. on Sundays.

Proposed Thornwood Shopping Center 
Worries Rose Hill Merchants

New Castle Selects Restaurant Operator for Chap Train Station
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part of the village as long as the agreed 
upon conditions are met. 

“It can be anywhere in the village,” 
Dwyer said. “Commercial area, 
residential area, industrial area provided 
that these underlying conditions are 
met.”

One major change Benchmark has 
made from the design presented more 
than two months ago is the location of 
the facility’s entrance point. The updated 
version has the entrance on Bedford 
Road rather than using Maple Hill Road 
with vehicles cutting through the church 
lot. The latter proposal drew the ire of 
Maple Hill Road residents during an 
informational meeting on the proposal 
in late November.

Scherer said he was happy that 
Benchmark is adjusting its plans after 
hearing the neighbors’ concerns. Close 
to a dozen neighbors attended last 
week’s meeting, with four residents 
speaking following the presentation 
by Benchmark’s representatives. The 
residents were generally skeptical about 
the proposal regarding issues such 
as potential noise, the use and mass 
of the 24,000-square-foot building, 
environmental impacts and the amount 

of buffer between the structure and rest 
of the neighborhood.

“I am certainly pleased thus far with 
the responsiveness of Benchmark in 
terms of the documents they have 
provided that I think will give everyone a 
chance to take a look at it,” Scherer said. 
“But there is a lot to be said down the 
road.”

One of the neighbors who spoke at the 
meeting, Daniel Blaney, said afterward 
that while it was encouraging Benchmark 
addressed the potential traffic problem 
on the residential street, he still has other 
concerns. Blaney questioned whether 
the jobs generated by the facility would 
be for village residents. Also, he was 
concerned if Pleasantville, which relies 
on volunteers for its ambulance and 
fire services, can handle the four-story 
building Benchmark is proposing.

Blaney said he was concerned with 
the property value of the houses in 
the neighborhood if Benchmark does 
develop there.

The board approved motions declaring 
itself lead agency and to refer the 
application to the planning commission.

what Madonna was hoping to do with 
the property, including providing sewers 
for the immediate neighbors, but needed 
to iron out the critical issues that have 
been raised. She said the board wanted 
the project to succeed if it were to move 
forward and that means putting in the time 
to whittle its size to an appropriate level 
before significant money is spent.

“But the density of the project, hearing 
from the town board, they’re feeling like it’s 
a little bit out of the scope of what they’re 
willing to accept,” DiDonato-Roth said.

No alternate number of units was 
mentioned by board members or Director 
of Planning Adam  Kaufman.

In addition to density and traffic issues, 
some residents at previous forums have 
expressed concern that the mass of the 
buildings would appear to be too great. The 
units would be contained in three separate 
structures, although total footprint would 
not exceed that of six private homes, 
Madonna said. Furthermore, the buildings’ 
height would not exceed a house that is 
currently on the grounds that is slated to 
be removed and trees would be planted for 
additional screening.

A date for the work session was not 
announced last week.

New Castle’s Beginnings--Our 
Founding Farms will trace the town’s 
origins from Native American lands 
through the farms of the 19th century, 
to the large estates and housing 
developments that turned New Castle 
into the community we know today. A 
focus on several local farms and their 
products will be featured–Sutton Farm, 
Dodge Farm, Brann Farm, Taylor and 
Annandale Farms, and of course, the 
Greeley Farm.

There will be interactive aspects to this 
exhibit plus a seminar series featuring 
speakers from local farms operating 
today.

Join an opening reception to be held 
on Sunday, March 3 from 3 to 5 p.m. The 
exhibit will run through the year at the 
New Castle Historical Society, 100 King 
St. in  Chappaqua. Hours are Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday from 
1 to 4 p.m. or by appointment at 914-238-
4666.
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are worried that if the proposed shopping 
center is approved and built, the area may 
be unable to support all of the Columbus 
Avenue establishments.

At a previous town board meeting, 
DeMartino said he would like to attract 
the types of businesses that aren’t found 
elsewhere in town. For example, he would 
pursue a nonchain food store that would 
sell fresh meat, seafood and produce.

Maybury said the town board is not 
close to making a decision on whether to 
rezone the property. Town officials must 

speak with town planning consultant 
Pat Cleary and town attorneys before 
reaching a decision, she said.

The board should “review any action 
scrupulously before considering a rezone,” 
Maybury added.

“Legislatively, the town board can 
decide against entertaining an application 
at all,” Maybury said. “New York State law 
clearly prohibits piecemeal or spot zoning. 
The benefit of a particular property owner 
cannot be part of the decision making.”

continued from page 1
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By Janine Bowen
The Village of Pleasantville is 

exploring new high-tech parking meters 
to generate revenue and make payment 
options more convenient. 

During a presentation before the 
village board last week, IPS Group, Inc.’s 
Director of Regional Sales Barry Davis 
performed a demonstration of the new 
meters. He said all major credit cards 
and 14 types of coins can be accepted. 
The public would be able to pay and 
extend time through an application on 
their smartphones.

“Part of our motivation is to make the 
place easier to come to and be here,” said 
Mayor Peter Scherer. 

The meters run on solar power with a 
backup battery and have flashing LED 
indicators capable of being seen up 
to a block away to alert enforcement 
officers that time has expired or if there 
is a problem. The meters can display 
parking times and restrictions as well 
as post advertisements for upcoming 
community events or local businesses. 

It can also recognize a coin jam and 
switch to a display of “credit card only” 
in hopes of preventing motorists from 
trying to park at a broken meter to avoid 
payment.

The current meter poles could still be 
used, but some would need to be lowered 
for handicap accessibility. The IPS meter 

heads are taller than the ones currently 
used.

For the municipal lots, village officials 
are considering the installation of new 
pay-and-display machines, which would 
allow residents to input their license 
plate numbers and get billed later. This 
new product from IPS won’t be available 
for trial for another 10 weeks. 

A key drawback is that parking rates 
would need to be increased to cover the 
expense of installation. Davis explained 
rates would have to be raised to at least 
75 cents an hour, and perhaps as much 
as $1, for it to be cost effective for the 

municipality. Currently, Pleasantville’s 
meters are 50 cents an hour. 

Credit card payments would also 
require a $1 minimum regardless of the 
length of stay.

Pleasantville’s 12-hour parking spaces 
and the parking lots might be best suited 
for the new meters, as opposed to the 
shorter-term on-street spaces where 
shoppers sometimes park for only 
minutes, village officials said.

“Even at a dollar an hour, 12 bucks 
is still a deal,” Trustee Jonathan 
Cunningham said of the long-term spots. 

Village officials noted that commuters 

who park in the 12-hour spots would be 
more inclined to use the meter’s credit 
card option because they could carry less 
change. 

The meters have a 10-year guarantee. 
IPS has installed 500 meters in New 
Rochelle, as well as in big cities such as 
Los Angeles and Boston. 

The village would have the option of 
placing sensors in the parking spaces, 
which would prevent drivers from 
parking in a space without paying. The 
sensors would reset the meters to zero 
when a car leaves, which would increase 
revenue. Board members seemed less 
inclined to opt for that feature because 
each sensor would cost nearly $300 to 
install and batteries would have to be 
replaced every three years. 

Board members expressed interest in 
the new meters but said they would need 
to evaluate the new rates. Pleasantville 
would also need to find a third-party 
service to handle the credit card 
transactions. However, the board agreed 
the meters would be a step forward.

“It puts us in a position where we’re 
leaning forward. Even if it’s only on a 
partial basis or in certain areas, it shows 
we’re thinking of ways to make life a little 
easier,” said Trustee Steven Lord. 
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reviews from customers. One patron 
referred to the expansion as a “gift to the 
community,” while others said they never 
expected the addition to look as nice as 
it does. 

The new and improved 24-hour diner’s 
soft opening attracted a large turnout, 
with a full house during lunchtime last 
Thursday. Georgiou said he hopes to hold 
an official grand opening and extend 
invitations to community members and 
officials, including Gov. Andrew Cuomo, 
a local resident who has frequented the 
diner in the past.

To accompany the opening of the 
renovated building, the Mount Kisco 
Coach Diner has also expanded its menu, 
which establishes popular past specials 

as everyday offerings. New items include 
red snapper tacos, the Napa Valley burger 
and the New Yorker signature sandwich, 
which features hot pastrami topped with 
Swiss cheese, caramelized onions and 
spicy brown mustard on a pretzel bun. 

The Georgiou family had to navigate 
a few hurdles to receive approval for 
the expansion from the Mount Kisco 
Planning Board. To accommodate the 
expansion, Georgiou had to tear down 
a building that formerly housed Paul’s 
Power Mower and combine the two 
properties. In addition, they extended a 
stone wall in the rear of the parking lot to 
provide extra screening. 

Work began in September with 
construction on the new seating area. 
The diner remained open throughout 
the process, except for the last month of 
construction to allow workers to connect 
the addition to the rest of the building. 
The renovations cost more than $1 
million. 

Georgiou said he has almost forgotten 
about the hard work and the expense in 
getting the diner renovated. Despite all 
the challenges, it was all worth the effort. 

“I knew what I was getting into, but 
we came back strong and I’m very, very 
happy,” he said. 

Expanded Mt. Kisco Diner Reopens to 
Full House, Strong Reviews

The culture of Albania will come alive through music, dance and activities 
for all ages during the Albanian-American Heritage Celebration at Kensico 
Dam Plaza in Valhalla this Sunday, June 1, from 12 to 7 p.m., the first in the 
annual series of cultural heritage festivals in county parks.

Enjoy live music and sports activities including soccer and volleyball. 
Traditional arts and crafts items will be available for purchase, and there 
will be delicious Albanian foods and beverages for sale. 

The festival will be held rain or shine. Seating is informal, so bring 
blankets or folding chairs for seating on the lawn.

The other heritage festivals in the series are: 
• Asian-American, June 14, 12 to 6 p.m., Kensico Dam Plaza, Valhalla
• African-American, June 22, 12 to 7 p.m., Kensico Dam Plaza, Valhalla
• Irish-American, June 29, 12 to 6 p.m., Ridge Road Park, Hartsdale
• Polish, July13, 12 to 6 p.m., Kensico Dam Plaza, Valhalla
• Hispanic, July 20, 12 to 7 p.m., Kensico Dam Plaza, Valhalla
• Italian, July 27, 11 a.m. to 7 p.m., Kensico Dam Plaza, Valhalla
• Indian, August 3, 12:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m., Kensico Dam Plaza, Valhalla
• Jewish Music Festival, August 17, 12 to 6 p.m., Kensico Dam Plaza, 

Valhalla

All festivals are sponsored by Westchester County Parks. 
Please be advised that on June 1 and 22 the Bronx River Parkway will be 

closed for Bicycle Sundays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. between Scarsdale Road in 
Yonkers and the Westchester County Center in White Plains. The park can 
be accessed via Route 22, from the north or south. 

For more information and directions to the parks, call 914-864-PARK or 
visit www.parks.westchestergov.com.   

continued from page 1

Albanian Festival Kicks Off Annual 
Heritage Celebrations This Sunday
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High Bids for Chlorine Booster Frustrates P’ville Officials Pleasantville  Awards 
Rec Center Bid; 
Facility to Open Later 
This Year

Castle Tree Nursery
Wholesale Nursery & Stone Supply

(914) 218- 3400
442 Armonk Road

Mount Kisco, NY 10549
www.castletreenursery.com

Specimen Quality Trees and Shrubs
EVERGREENS • ORNAMENTALS • FLOWERING & SHADE TREES 

TOPSOIL • MULCHES • GRAVEL • SAND • FIELDSTONE 
NYS FLAGSTONE & GLACIER BLUE TREADS

VENEER • STONE • STEPPING STONE 
DRAINAGE & BAG PRODUCTS

NOW OPEN

R .
MKMG’s Pediatric Department is here...
for you and your family.
Contact us today. BRIARCLIFF MANOR:

914-941-2129
CARMEL:
845-278-6626
FISHKILL:
845-896-8370

KATONAH:
914-232-3135
MOUNT KISCO:
914-242-1580
PATTERSON:
845-279-2323

POUGHKEEPSIE:
845-471-3111

SOMERS:
914-277-4448

YORKTOWN:
914-962-8989www.mkmg.com

PK-0000132725

By Sam Barron
Pleasantville’s attempts to install a 

chlorine booster station at a reasonable 
price are not going as well as planned. 

Officials revealed last week that the low 
bid for the mandated project came in at 
$327,000, higher than the $250,000 the 
village anticipated. The chlorine booster 
was bonded for $305,000 last year, though 
$87,000 has already been spent on the 
project. 

“We’re struggling with that,” Mayor 
Peter Scherer said. “The chlorine project 
has been frustrating. We don’t have the 
option to say no. We’re going to go back 
and figure it out.”

The village has been manually adding 
chlorine to water at its filtration plant 
that it shares with New Castle, although 
county Department of Health regulations 
no longer allow that to be done. The rising 
cost of steel was blamed for the high bids.

“We have to buy quite a bit of 
equipment,” Scherer said. 

Trustees said they are continuing to 
examine the issue and are looking to 
see if there are ways they can reduce the 
project’s cost. Another idea may be to 
borrow more money, though trustees did 
not seem enthused by that idea.

“We’re going to talk to the lowest bidder 
and see if he will come in lower,” Trustee 
Mindy Berard said. “It’s killing us. We’re 
very upset about it.”

Trustee Brian Skarstad said the village 
should spend the money to build the 

booster rather than face fines from the 
Department of Health. 

“It’s a tough one,” Skarstad said. 
“It’s incredibly frustrating. This is not 
something we take lightly. We have to 
provide clean water, which is what we do.”

Skarstad said that the village board 
continues to study every expense, but that 
the role can become trying, especially 
when this type of project means there is 
little money to spend elsewhere.

“When I first became a trustee, we 
were very careful, but it was a little more 
fun,” said Skarstad, who originally joined 
the board in the mid 1990s. “We could 
put in some playgrounds and make 
improvements in people’s lives. We had 
money to do things with and now we’re 
trying to hold it all together. We have to 
be careful at every turn.”

said. “It’s not everything we wish we could 
have. Nobody can have what they want. 
This is perfectly located. It gives us a nice 
way for people to take advantage of our 
programs. There’s all kinds of positive 
things there.”

Trustee Brian Skarstad said the May 7 
vote was long overdue.

“It’s not the ideal building, but it’s the 
building we have,” Skarstad said. “An 
effective recreation center will be a big 
boon for the village.”

He said Pleasantville is a recreation 
village since there are so many youngsters 
involved in a wide assortment of activities.

“Not having a recreation center is a loss 
of revenue for the village,” Skarstad said. 
“When we don’t have those programs, 
we suffer financially. It’s good all the way 
around.”

Trustee Mindy Berard said that a 
recreation center serves everybody--
children and adults. 

“We haven’t been able to have the 
programs and offerings that we had in the 
past,” Berard said. “This is a first step in a 
global look at the recreation department. 
It’s a great plan. This is a great opportunity 
for us. I am looking forward to getting 
that going as fast as possible.”

continued from page 1

Full Stock
of Italian 

Specialities

Boars 
Head 

Premium 
Meats

810 Commerce Street • Thornwood NY 10594
(Next to Post Office)
914.747.6050

Catering Specialist of
Authentic Italian Family Recipes

Celebrate Communions, Graduations and
Any Special Occasion With Us

Place your Catering Orders Early at

10% OFF
(On orders of $175 or more) Exp. 6/1/12

A Giant Tag Sale to benefit  Hudson 
Chorale (formerly  the Westchester 
Concert Singers and the Choral Arts 
Society) will be held on Friday and 
Saturday, May 18 and 19 from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. at 107 Bedford Road in 
Pleasantville (the corner of Manville 
Road and Route 117.  

Furniture, collectibles, appliances, 
children’s books, jewelry, toys, sports 

equipment, CD’s, DVDs, good used 
clothing and accessories, decorative 
art and more will be available. Rain or 
shine. To donate tax deductible items, 
call 914-769-9309.  

All proceeds will benefit Hudson 
Chorale, the area’s largest not-
for-profit community chorus For 
more information, visit www.
HudsonChorale.org.

Hudson Chorale Tag Sale This Week

Bedford Hills. Investment opportunity! 
Solid 2-fam, w/4BR’s total: 2BRs in each 
unit & 2-car gar. Private prop within mins 
to train & loads of parking.        $427,888

Mt. Kisco. West Glen Tri-plex. Fabulous 
2BR w/expansion poss & updtd stainless 
kit. Hrdwd flrs; deck;  quick stroll to town 
& train. Also available for rent.     $350,000

raveis.com
95  Katonah Avenue  -  9 14 - 401 - 9111

drink happy.
741 Bedford Road, Bedford Hills, NY 10507 | 914.666.7272 

vineandcompany.com

ALTHOUGH WE'RE EXPERTS; 
DON'T JUST TAKE OUR WORD FOR IT. 

try. then buy.

WE HAVE 8 SELECTIONS AVAILABLE TO TASTE EACH AND EVERY DAY
STOP IN AND BECOME AN EXPERT YOURSELF!
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By Martin Wilbur
Chappaqua Crossing opponents 

reacted with suspicion  last week to 
comments from the Town of New Castle’s 
traffic consultant that road improvements 
near the former Reader’s Digest site could 
accommodate the project’s anticipated 
volume of vehicles.

Michael Galante, from the planning 
consultancy firm Frederick P. Clark 
Associates, appeared before a May 20 
joint meeting of the town board and 
planning board to explain to officials that 
a series of mitigation efforts along Route 
117 and Roaring Brook Road would 
assist in making traffic in the vicinity of 
Chappaqua Crossing manageable.

The road work would be coupled with 
data showing stagnant or slowly declining 
daily traffic counts during five peak hours 
on the two roads since 2008 and recent 
revisions that would slightly reduce new 
vehicle trips into Chappaqua Crossing, 
Galante said.

Traffic is a critical issue in helping to 
determine whether the revised Planned 
Development Concept Plan submitted 
by Summit/Greenfield in early April that 
includes a “traditional neighborhood” 
design are significant enough to trigger 
another Supplemental Environmental 
Impact Statement. It is one of the many 
issues the town board is weighing as it 
considers whether to rezone a portion of 

the property to allow 120,000 square feet 
of retail space at the site.

In a brief exchange with Planning 
Board member Thomas Curley, Galante 
expressed confidence that Summit/
Greenfield’s proposed mitigation plan is 
sufficient.

“The mitigation is needed to handle 
today’s traffic as well as the site traffic,” 
Galante said.

“Will it fully mitigate that?” Curley 
asked.

“In certain time periods it certainly 
does,” Galante responded.

Improvements include a left hand turn 
lane from northbound Route 117 onto 
Roaring Brook Road and a right hand 
turn lane from southbound Route 117 
onto Roaring Brook. There would also be 
an improved entrance to more effectively 
accommodate traffic entering the site off 
of Route 117, Galante said.

All work on Route 117 would have to 
be approved by the state Department of 
Transportation (DOT) but would not 
require any condemnation of private 
property, said Andrew Tung, a planning 
consultant for the applicant. Town 
officials said any site plan approval would 
be conditional based on whether DOT 
allows the road improvements.

Other work would focus on Roaring 
Brook Road, mainly near the driveway 
entrance to Horace Greeley High School, 

directly across the street from the 
Chappaqua Crossing entrance on that 
street. There would be left hand turn lanes 
for traffic entering the high school and 
the Chappaqua Crossing site, a new traffic 
signal, crosswalks and moving of the 
sidewalk to help with pedestrian safety.

There would also be two lanes of traffic 
coming out of the high school complex 
instead of one.

Residents who spoke at last week’s 
joint meeting viewed some of Galante’s 
statements with skepticism. Several 
questioned how a study conducted more 
than six years ago could still be relevant.

“There are other agencies, I believe, that 
would show that data could be construed 
to be stale, and I think the town board 
really should be open to these counter 
opinions as well and not just take one 
opinion on that,” said resident Vic Siber. 

Another resident, Rob Fleisher, said 
even with proposed improvements it 
was highly confusing to understand how 
adding more than 1,000 vehicles per hour 
during a couple of peak periods could be 
workable if today’s traffic is problematic.

“I’m confused. I think everybody’s 
confused about what the real traffic 
situation is and I think that’s very high up 
on the list of the quality-of-life concerns 
by the community,” Fleisher said.

Meanwhile, Councilwoman Lisa 
Katz also questioned some of Galante’s 

positions, including whether the type 
of supermarket and other retail would 
impact traffic. Katz said now that Whole 
Foods has signed a lease to move into 
Chappaqua Crossing should the project 
be approved, that would likely change 
the traffic patterns and calculations 
will be different than for a more typical 
supermarket. Galante said that traffic is 
based on square footage and not the type 
of market. 

“I think that people will go to whichever 
supermarket, which is a standard 
supermarket, is closer to them,” Katz said. 
“I think people will make a special trip to 
go to a Whole Foods.”

Two other retail uses for the site would 
be a fitness center and a bank, Tung said. 
Summit/Greenfield will also be asking for 
the restriction to be lifted on the number 
of smaller stores between 1,500 and 5,000 
square feet in the development. However, 
Supervisor Robert Greenstein said a 
consensus on the board opposes lifting 
the restriction.

The town board voted to refer the 
application to the town planning board, 
the architectural review board and the 
county planning board.

A public hearing on the rezone has 
been scheduled for Tuesday, June 10 at 
town hall.

Traffic Data, Improvements Viewed Skeptically By Chap Crossing Foes

241-3851
Norm Ave.
Mt. Kisco

(next to Kohl’s)

• Gravel • Mulches • Topsoil • Fieldstone

BEDFORD GRAVEL
& LANDSCAPE SUPPLY

Serving the Area Since 1949

Topsoil 
• Sand • Stonedust • Sweet Peet
• BBQ Pits • Flagstone • Item #4
• Belgian Block • Cobblestones

• Wallstone • Brick Pavers
• Grass Seed • Fertilizer
www.bedfordgravel.com

968 Broadway Thornwood (ShopRite/CVS Shopping Center) 
914 741 1920

Jewelry Designer
John Armak

Creating the
New Look

John Armak can create a 
new look with your existing 
jewelry or any imagination 

you have in mind.

Exceptional discounts on
pre-owned luxury watches

(Rolex-Cartier-Ebel)

Thornwood Jewelers
A Perfect Piece for Every Occasion

WE BUY GOLD, 
SILVER, DIAMONDS

&  WATCHES
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By Neal Rentz
In one of the few contested board of 

education races in the area, two Mount 
Pleasant School District incumbents were 
re-elected last Tuesday night and the 
proposed $55.75 million 2014-15 budget 
was approved.

Trustee Laurie Donato received 652 
votes and board Vice President Eric 
Schulze collected 527 votes to retain 
their seats, defeating first-time candidate 
Edward Barnes. Barnes received 453 
votes.

The budget was approved by voters 
550-372. The spending plan increases the 
tax levy 3.7 percent while the tax rate will 
rise 3.85 percent. It maintains current 
class sizes and calls for the hiring of up to 
five additional teachers. 

Following the vote, Schulze, elected 
to his second three-year term, said he 
was “very excited.” He said residents 
supported the budget because it was 
within the state-mandated tax cap and 
residents understood that school officials 
are trying to improve special education 
programs and provide additional 
assistance for students with the hiring of 
math specialists. 

“That really, in my opinion, made the 
people come out and vote yes,” he said. 
“We’re continuing to grow instead of 
(cut).”

Donato, who won her third term on the 

board, said she was happy about her re-
election because “we’re going to continue 
the excellent work we’re dong. We’re going 
to get the (capital projects) bond proposal 
to be the best it could be and we’re going 
to do the best we can for the kids in this 
community.”

Donato said the approved spending 
plan was “a very wise budget. I don’t think 
there was any fluff in it. And I think the 
people here are very concerned about 
the education of the kids and they’re 
supporting the programs.” 

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Susan 
Guiney said she was pleased with the 
outcome of the budget vote.

“It was a decent margin,” she said. “And 
I think our community has been very 
supportive of our schools over the past 
several years and they’re continuing to 

show their support.”
Guiney said 

there was little 
controversy about 
this year’s budget 
with the district 
under the tax cap 
and the provisions 
of the state’s new tax 
freeze in effect.

“For school 
districts that come 
in under the tax 
cap and for those 
households that 
have an income 
of under $500,000 
per year, those 
individuals will receive a rebate check 
in the amount of money that their taxes 

would increase with this current school 
budget,” Guiney said.  

Board of  education incumbents Laurie Donato and Eric Schulze won re-
election last week in the Mount Pleasant School District.

Mount Pleasant School Board Incumbents Win; Budget Passes

Area School District Budgets Pass, P’ville’s Bond Approved
By Janine Bowen and Adam Choy

The Pleasantville School District’s $47.4 
million 2014-15 budget and $4,065,000 
bond issue were comfortably approved 
Tuesday night, each by more than a 2-1 
margin.

District voters  approved the budget, 
with a 1.9 percent tax levy increase 
and a spending hike of nearly $1.1 
million,740-333.

The bond, which passed 678-315, will 
pay for a variety of infrastructure upgrades 
across the district’s three schools, including 
new turf for the athletic fields, IT upgrades 
and a new roof at the middle school.

The bond is budget neutral because 
the district is completing payments on a 
previous $3.5 million bond and will use 
$565,000 from fund balance.

The final item on the ballot was 

the Veterans Tax Exemption advisory 
proposition, which voters supported 
679-291. The exemption would grant a 
rebate for the qualified 234 veterans in the 
village. The tax break would be paid for by 
redistributing the difference among the 
remaining residents.

On May 27, the board of education 
will hold a special meeting and vote on 

Call now to reserve your new office!
914-762-3800

eric@comstockres.com

Grand 

Opening

Briarcliff Business Center
445 North State Road, Briarcliff Manor

Great
Location!

• Ten seaT• Ten seaT• Ten sea  conference room

•  •  free wi fi and high speed inTerneT  

•  •  monTh To monTh leases available  h leases available  

•  adminisTraTraTra ive services availableavailablea

large furnished execuTive offices 

      Pleasantville Karate 
 Original,	  traditional	  karate	  in	  the	  heart	  of	  Pleasantville 
	   	   	   72	  Memorial	  Plaza	  
	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  (Behind	  the	  Post	  Office)	  

  
Kokoro	  Dojo	  is	  a	  space	  dedicated	  to	  Goju	  Ryu	  
Karate (hard	  and	  soft	  style)	  ……we	  introduce	  
a	  true	  karate	  experience	  to	  beginners	  and	  
help	  advanced students	  to	  refine	  their	  
technique.	  
	  

	  Summer	  Special : 
June, July and August for $180.00 
Great way to keep the summer healthy. 
This includes unlimited training.	  
Contact us:  Chuck Nuccio sensei    914-497-2903 
  Or email: gojuryu@kokorokenkyukai.com 
	  

 Kids   Teens                     Adults 

   www.http://kokorokenkyukai.com 
www.rocklandrockbandcamp.com

rockbandcamp@optimum.net
845-709-5930

Register now for Summer Sessions!!
Only 20 mins away!! • Limited enrollment!!

Learn/rehearse in a pro studio.
Perform at The Turning Point!!

Rockland Rock Band Camp
Rockland’s Premier Band Camp!

continued on page 10
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Inez M. Singletary, a former 
Pleasantville resident, died on May 6 at 
home in Louisburg, N.C. 

She was 91.  
Born in Brooklyn to the late Edison L. 

and Adina B. Maloney, she married the 
late Samuel P. Singletary.  

She was educated in the New York 
City public school system and received 
her bachelor’s and master’s degrees from 
Hunter College.

Following in her parents’ footsteps, 
the church became an integral part of 
Singletary’s life at an early age. She grew 
up in the Metropolitan Community 
United Methodist Church in Harlem, then 
was a member of the United Methodist 
Church of Pleasantville for 50 years. Her 
involvement included ushering, singing 
in the choir, Sunday school teacher, 
superintendent of the Sunday School, 
president of the United Methodist 
Women and serving on the pastor parish 
relations, sanctuary decorating  and 
worship committees. She also volunteered 
for the tree sale and was chair of the lay 
leadership.  

Singletary accompanied her husband 
every year to the United Methodist 
Annual Conference. It was in the church 
where, like her mother, she became 

a proficient dramatic poetry reader, 
performing in Sunday afternoon concerts 
reciting poems written by her minister 
(the late William James) while her brother 
(the late Clyde Maloney) sang. Church 
was always a vital part of her life and her 
activities reflected that.

Love of children came early as well. At 
age seven, Singletary knew she wanted 
to become a school teacher. For 17 years, 
she taught at P.S. 99 in the Bronx, then 
became a teacher consultant to Bronx 
schools for two years. 

Next, she worked at HARYOU Act in 
Harlem, positively influencing African-
American youth and their families. 
The job as director of the Ferris Avenue 
Neighborhood Center in White Plains, 
led to her promotion as executive director 
of the White Plains Community Action 
Program. She was tabbed as the first 
executive director of the Day Care Council 
of Westchester.  During those 13 years, 
she achieved many “firsts” within the 
county and state child care community-- 
changing regulations, creating new laws 
for New York State and establishing 
relationships with major corporations 
that led to the development of on-site 
child care centers, while also being a 
leader in the formation of the New York 

State Child Care Coordinating Council. 
She retired from the Westchester County 
Department of Community Mental 
Health where she served as director of 
community relations. 

In addition to her work and church, 
she was very involved in her community 
as well. She served on boards for the 
Oak Lane Day Care Center and White 

Plains Child Day Care Center and was 
a founding member of the Westchester 
Office for Women.

Her awards were numerous. Among 
them were the Woman of the Year Award 
from Westchester County; the Sojourner 
Truth Award from the National Business 
& Professional Women and the Child 
Care Champions Award from the Child 
Care Council of Westchester, Inc. She was 
also inducted into Westchester’s Senior 
Hall of Fame for her volunteer work.

She married the love of her life, the late 
Samuel Pittman Singletary, Jr. on June 
18, 1944. They leave behind their two 
children Shauna Williams and Samuel P. 
“Terry” Singletary; son-in-law Yarbrough 
Williams; two grandchildren, Jamal and 
Aisha Alami; and a host of relatives and 
loving friends.

They were such loving, loyal and fiercely 
proud, protective parents, they mentored 
and helped countless others who called 
them Dad and Mom. With her infectious 
laugh and smile, Singletary’s light shined 
for all to see her good works.

A memorial service in Singletary’s 
honor has been planned for Sunday, June 
1 at the United Methodist Church of 
Pleasantville, located at 70 Bedford Rd. in 
Pleasantville.

Inez Singletary

21 West Stevens Ave.
Hawthorne, NY 10532

Ernest J. Carpentieri ~ Douglas A. Daniels

Tel: 914-769-4404
Fax: 914-769-5306

www.hawthornefuneralhome.com
Serving all faiths ~ Independently owned
Conveniently located on the Taconic State Parkway
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Mina Mann (NYC Designer).

Fine Art • Sculpture 
• Unique Gifts • Furniture

Home Accessories • Antiques 
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Apparel by

Unique one-of-a-kind 
gifts for everyone — 
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4 Washington Avenue, 
Pleasantville 914-741-6294

Open 7 Days — 
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4 Washington Avenue, 
Pleasantville 914-741-6294
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Conveniently located in the center  of Westchester County

 FULL SERVICE DEALERSHIPS
Sales  •   Service  •   Parts   •   Body Shop  •   Rentals

PLEASANTVILLE FORD  •  (914) 769-1800

PRESTIGE IMPORTS  •  (914) 769-5100
44/47 Pleasantville Road • Pleasantville, NY

Conveniently located in the center  of Westchester County

FULL SERVICE DEALERSHIPS

ser·vice  (sûrvis)  n.
1. the action of helping or doing work for someone 2. an act 
of assistance 3. assistance or advice given to customers 
before and after the sale of goods.

Select Books
Distinctive Cards

Journals

...and more!

Bookmarks

Special Orders

Gift Certificates

Free Gift Wrapping

Unique Gifts

Book Group Discounts

School Orders

Cookbooks

Agate Book Ends

Children’s Books

Reference Books

Out-of-Print Searches

The Village
�

Bookstore

Ten Washington Ave.

Pleasantville, NY

Across from the Burns Film Center

914.769.8322

staff@pleasantvillebooks.com

Obituary

Inez Singletary
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The Westchester County Department 
of Health is looking for whomever 
is responsible  for leaving five baby 
raccoons on the doorstep of the 
department’s office on Moore Avenue in 
Mount Kisco Friday morning.

“The raccoons were left on our 
doorstep in a cage with bottles of milk, 
blankets and toys,” said Commissioner of 
Health Dr. Sherlita Amler. “They appear 
to have been well-cared for and nurtured, 
which means that there was direct 
contact between these raccoons and the 
person or people who were caring for 
them. That’s why it’s important that we 
talk to the individual or individuals who 
left them to determine if they may have 
been potentially exposed to rabies.”

At this time, the baby raccoons appear 
to be healthy and are being placed with 
a certified wildlife animal rehabilitator, 
where they will remain in hopes that 
their caregiver can be located and 
evaluated. The only way to confirm an 
animal has rabies is by euthanizing it and 
testing its brain tissue, a step the health 
department was trying to avoid.

Rabies is a fatal disease that is spread 
through the bite or saliva of infected 
animals. Those animals most commonly 
infected are raccoons, skunks, bats and 
foxes. However, domestic animals such 
as cats and dogs are also at risk because 
they can easily contract rabies from 

wild or stray animals. Anyone bitten by 
a rabid animal, or having contact with 
its saliva, may need to receive a post-
exposure rabies vaccination.

Unusual behavior may be the first sign 
of rabies in an animal. A rabid animal may 
become either abnormally aggressive 
or unusually tame. It may lose fear of 
people and become excited and irritable, 
or conversely, appear particularly passive 
and lethargic. Staggering and frothing at 
the mouth are sometimes noted.

Direct contact with wild or stray 
animals, even baby animals, is not 
advisable. Parents should teach children 
not to touch unfamiliar animals and to 
immediately tell an adult if they have 
been bitten or scratched by an animal. 
Any physical contact with a wild or 
unfamiliar animal should be reported to 

a health care provider. All animal bites 
or contacts with animals suspected of 
having rabies must be reported to the 
Westchester County Department of 
Health at 914-813-5000. The number can 
be called 24 hours a day.

Keeping pet rabies vaccinations up 
to date is also important for continued 
protection. New York State law requires 
that dogs, cats and ferrets are to be 
vaccinated against rabies and receive 
regular booster shots. 

For more information about 
rabies and its prevention, visit the 
health department’s website at www.
westchestergov.com/health. Residents 
can also like the department on Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/wchealthdept and 
follow on Twitter at www.twitter.com/
wchealthdept.

Raccoons Left on Health Dept. Doorstep Triggers Rabies Concern

By Neal Rentz
The Mount Kisco Village Board is 

moving forward with its search for 
a replacement for outgoing Village 
Manager James Palmer.

Last week Mayor Michael Cindrich 
said if the village board cannot find a 
permanent replacement in time to step 
in for Palmer it would hire an interim 
manager to fill the post. 

Cindrich said he recently spoke with 
a permanent candidate for the village 
manager’s position and he and Deputy 
Mayor George Griffin spoke with a second 
candidate as well. Those two hopefuls 
and other applicants for the job will be 
interviewed by the full board of trustees. 

The village is also advertising in 
government trade publications to 
publicize the job opening. 

Palmer, who has served as village 
manager since 2006, is leaving Mount 
Kisco on June 22 to become Bronxville’s 
new village administrator.

If the trustees hire an interim “we 
will look for the same qualifications as a 
(permanent) village manager,” Cindrich 
said. 

 “Our goal is to appoint a permanent 
replacement as soon as possible,” he said. 

Search for New Village Manager Underway in Mt. Kisco

The raccoons that were found on the doorstep 
of  the Westchester County Health Department 
offices in Mount Kisco last Friday were left with 
milk and blankets inside their crate.

William “Bill” Primavera is a Licensed Real Estate Salesperson with William Raveis Real Estate, 1820 Commerce Street, Yorktown Heights, NY, 914-245-0460, www.raveis.com

Reflections from “Bill” Primavera, “The Home Guru” on Becoming “William”
Have you noticed lately that all realtors who have 
nicknames have had to feature their full legal names
on all their marketing materials? 

Since the beginning of the year when I coincidentally
joined William Raveis Real Estate at the same
time, I have had to change my name from
Bill Primavera to William “Bill” Primavera, 
and not by my own choosing, but by a new 
New York State law that requires it. 

I must say, that was quite a jolt to my
whole psyche! I just never thought of 
myself as a William!

My mother, who immigrated as a child 
from Italy to South Philadelphia, told me
that she named me after William Penn
in a fit of patriotism and in defiance of her
mother-in-law who insisted that I bear my
grandfather’s name Emmanuele. Imagine?

Certainly, besides the founder of the City of Brotherly
Love, there have been other notable people named
William, including that famous conquerer, the greatest
playwright ever and the heir apparent to the British Crown.

And the William of William Ravies hasn’t done
badly either, having shepherded his company 
over the past 40 years to its position as the 
largest family-owned real estate company in
Northeast. 

If you would like to know more about
what this William can do -- with his 
extensive background in both real
estate and marketing -- in concert 
with the William of William Raveis, 

give me a call at:
914-522-2076. 

(              (And please call me “Bill”)
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Mount Kisco Police Department
May 16: Report of fraud at Sears on North 

Bedford Road at 6:20 p.m. An employee 
is being investigated for stealing from the 
register. The investigation is ongoing.

May 17: Report of a domestic harassment 
at a Woodland Street residence at 4:08 a.m. 
There was an argument between a father 
and a daughter. The matter was adjusted 
when the responding officer arrived.

May 18: A 20-year-old White Plains man 
was arrested on Maple Avenue at 3:41 p.m. 
for possession and consumption of alcohol 
in public. The suspect is scheduled to appear 
in village court on May 29.

May 18: An on-duty male nurse at 
Northern Westchester Hospital reported at 
9:12 p.m. that he was assaulted by a female 

patient. No arrest was made. The incident 
was made as a matter of record.

May 19: A woman reported at 12:44 a.m. 
that she was walking on Main Street in the 
vicinity of St. Francis of Assisi Church when 
a man that she recognized but doesn’t know 
hit her in the head with a belt buckle after he 
swung his belt. The woman was transported 
to Northern Westchester Hospital for 
treatment of a minor injury.

May 19: Report of a possible grand 
larceny at Mount Kisco Bagels on Main 
Street. Store management informed police 
at 10:05 a.m. that a certain employee may 
be stealing money. The owner stated he 
will follow up with the employee then with 
police, if needed.

May 22: An argument involving a 

husband and wife on Gregory Avenue was 
reported at 7:18 p.m. 

May 23: A 36-year-old Mount Kisco man 
was arrested at 2:09 a.m. on Spring Street 
and charged with second-degree criminal 
mischief for damaging a vehicle.

Pleasantville Police Department
May 17: Report of a disturbance at 

Michael’s Tavern on Bedford Road at 1:13 
a.m. A 19-year-old Croton-on-Hudson man 
was arrested and charged with disorderly 
conduct.

May 19: Report of criminal mischief on 
Manville Road at 10:45 a.m. A complainant 
stated that there was damage found to a 
fence at Farrow’s Auto Service.

May 21: A subject arrived at headquarters 

at 6:25 p.m. to report receiving unwanted 
text messages sent from several different 
phone numbers.

May 23: A 19-year-old man was arrested 
at 2 a.m. for being involved in a disturbance 
at Michael’s Tavern on Bedford Road.

 
North Castle Police Department

May 16: Report of two vehicles on Wrights 
Mill Road near Hallock Place skidding 
tires and speeding and possibly racing at 
9:32 p.m. The complainant stated that the 
vehicles, one of which was described as a 
red Jeep Cherokee, appeared to be occupied 
by youths. Officer dispatched.

May 17: A female caller reported at 10:11 
a.m. a small Husky running at large in the 
area of Byram Hill Road.

May 18: A complainant reported at 1 
a.m. that there are glow sticks or some other 
lighted objects in the middle of Route 22. 
The responding officer removed the items 
from the roadway.

May 18: Report of a larceny at Stop & 
Shop on North Broadway at 10:29 a.m. The 
store’s security told police that a person 
had stolen six items from the store, left 
the premises but has now returned. He 
previously had taken a six-pack of beer and 
possibly laundry detergent.

May 20: A Morningside Place resident 
reported at 12:44 p.m. that her vehicle was 
damaged in front of her residence.

advertising@theexaminernews.com • www.theexaminernews.com • 914-864-0878
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Professional Handyman Service:
“I have had great success with Examiner advertising. When I moved to this area 4 years ago I began my  

advertising campaign with them and my phone immediately started ringing. People always mention that  
they saw my ad in The Examiner and also tell me how much they enjoy the paper.”

Yorktown Pet
“I placed an ad in the Examiner’s Easter promotion. The ad was cute and funny. I was amazed at the positive 

response and phone calls I received. The Examiner has a great art dept. and they are a pleasure to work with..”
Thornwood Wines & Spirts:

“We were very pleased with the results of our holiday 
advertising. People brought the ad in as they did their shopping. We plan on increasing our  

advertising with The Examiner in the upcoming year.”
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Newspapers • Publications • Shoppers • Catalogs • Magazines
Directories • Coupon Books • College Course Catalogs

Business and Financial Periodicals
Free Standing Inserts • Advertising Supplements

Police Blotter

Area School District Budgets Pass, P’ville’s Bond Approved
whether to adopt the tax exemption, which 
will take effect for the 2015-16 school year.

Although there were four write-in 
candidates who received votes for school 
board, incumbent Louis Conte and 
newcomer Angela Vella were elected to 
trustee positions. Conte , who will be 
entering his second term, received 784 
votes while Vella, who ran unsuccessfully 
in 2011 picked up 814 votes. They will 
serve three-year terms.

Chappaqua, Byram Hills Budgets Pass

The Chappaqua School District’s $116.8 
million budget for the 2014-15 school year 
passed Tuesday night in a landslide, 848-
193.

The budget contained a $2,028,900 
spending increase (1.77 percent) over the 
current year.

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Lyn 
McKay said there are “great plans for 
the coming year.” The budget includes 
the addition of new faculty positions, 
including a student life coordinator. The 
district may also introduce new electives 

such as robotics and Chinese. In the 
future, the school board plans to expand 
the academic summer camp program 
offerings.

Also on the ballot this year was the 
uncontested election of two trustees. 
Incumbents Victoria Tipp and Karen 
Visser picked up 802 and 797, respectively.

Byram Hills voters approved that 
district’s $87.7 million budget 722-199. 
Incumbents Ira Schulman and Brett 
Summers were re-elected to the board of 
education in another uncontested race.

continued from page 7
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By Rick Pezzullo
Yorktown Councilman Terrence 

Murphy was nominated by the Westchester 
Republican Committee last week to run 
for the 40th Senate District seat that will 
be vacated by incumbent Greg Ball (R,C,I/
Patterson).

Murphy, who was elected to a second 
four-year term on the Yorktown Town 
Board last November, was chosen over 
former state Assemblyman Robert Castelli 
of Lewisboro. 

“I’m thrilled and honored to carry 
the colors of the Republican Party in the 
40th Senate District,” Murphy said. “I’m 
running because I’m concerned about the 
American Dream in New York. We’re on 
such a perilous trajectory that if we don’t 
bring about honest to goodness change, 
and soon, the chance to revitalize the 
American Dream in New York could be 
a fond memory, and I simply refuse to let 
that happen.”

The district includes Yorktown, 
Cortlandt, Somers, Peekskill, Mount 
Kisco, North Salem, Lewisboro, Pound 
Ridge, New Castle and Mount Pleasant 
in Westchester; Carmel, Patterson and 
Southeast in Putnam; and Beekman and 
Pawling in Dutchess County.

After weeks of speculation, Ball 
announced two weeks ago he would not be 
seeking re-election. He served in the Senate 
for the last four years after a four-year stint 

in the Assembly. Ball also opted against 
vying for Putnam County executive, which 
he had reportedly been eyeing for months. 
He said he held off on his announcement 
until a viable Republican successor could 
be found, which opened the door for 
Murphy.

Several local GOP leaders also expressed 
support for Murphy, a married father of 

three children and a chiropractor. He also 
owns a restaurant in Yorktown.

“Terrence Murphy is Yorktown’s son. He 
will serve the people of the 40th district 
with the same values that he has brought 
to the Yorktown community: leadership, 
dedication and integrity,” said Yorktown 
GOP Chairwoman Serafina Mastro.

Castelli, a Vietnam veteran who served 

three years in the Assembly, congratulated 
Murphy on winning the nomination but 
did not rule out waging a primary.

“I intend to retain all of my options, 
and will speak with my campaign staff 
and supporters to determine which 
course we will take,” Castelli said in a 
statement. “While I am disappointed in 
the Westchester Committee’s decision 
not to adjourn the vote on this important 
Senate seat until I and other candidates 
had a chance to go before each committee, 
I appreciate the opportunity to be heard, 
and the support of those who voted for 
adjournment and who continue to support 
my candidacy.”

Murphy, who prior to the convention in 
Hastings-on-Hudson stated he would not 
have run a primary if he was not selected, 
acknowledged Castelli’s efforts.

“Bob is the consummate statesman 
who has served the public with class 
and a tireless work ethic,” Murphy said. 
“He served the country honorably in the 
military for which we all owe him a debt 
of gratitude.”

Murphy said he was cautiously 
optimistic about receiving the Putnam and 
Dutchess GOP committees’ endorsements.

Running on the Democratic line for 
the Senate is Justin Wagner of Croton-on-
Hudson, who was handily defeated by Ball 
two years ago.

Murphy Receives Republican Nod to Replace Ball in State Senate

Terrence Murphy, left, with outgoing state Sen. Greg Ball and supporters, received the backing of  the 
Westchester GOP last week for the party’s nomination for the 40th Senate District race in the fall.
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With Memorial Day serving as the 
unofficial start of summer this week, it 
is all too easy to forget why most of us 
have the final Monday of May off.

Let’s face it, for many it’s a day to sleep 
late, have a barbecue or go to the beach. 
Others may spend part of the day at a 
local parade or ceremony. Regardless, 

we all should be cognizant of Memorial 
Day’s significance and the reason for 
recognizing those who sacrificed. 

While the holiday weekend may be 
over, don’t forget that the traditional 
observance is still to come later this 
week. Until 1971, when Congress 
moved Memorial Day to the final 
Monday in May, it had been observed 
on May 30. It’s good to see at least one 
community, Mount Kisco in this case, 
holds its parade on the traditional date.

By now, many of us have also have 
heard the expression “freedom is not 
free.” It’s not just a line that is in danger 
of becoming a cliche, but the title of a 
poem written in 1981 by Homestead 
High School (Homestead, Fla.) senior 
Kelly Strong. Strong wrote it for his 
father who served two tours in Vietnam. 
Strong later became an active duty 
Coast Guard pilot.

This week is a fitting time to reprint 
this now classic poem.

Freedom Is Not Free
By Kelly Strong

I watched the flag pass by one day,
It fluttered in the breeze;
A young Marine saluted it,
And then he stood at ease.

I looked at him in uniform, 
So young, so tall, so proud; 
With hair cut square and eyes alert,
He’d stand out in any crowd.

I thought how many men like him,
had fallen through the years? 
How many died on foreign soil? 
How many mothers’ tears? 

How many pilots’ planes shot down? 
How many died at sea? 
How many foxholes were soldiers’ graves? 
No, freedom is not free.

I heard the sound of Taps one night, 
When everything was still;
I listened to the bugler play, 
And felt a sudden chill.

I wondered just how many times 
That Taps had meant “Amen,” 
When a flag had draped a coffin 
Of a brother or a friend.

I thought of all the children, 
Of the mothers and the wives, 
Of fathers, sons and husbands 
With interrupted lives.

I thought about a graveyard 
At the bottom of the sea, 
Of unmarked graves in Arlington,
No, freedom isn’t free.

By Robin Murphy
Although I voted for Rob Greenstein 

as well as the other Team New Castle 
candidates, Adam Brodsky and Lisa 
Katz, I have been disappointed that 
their promises to bring a “small business 
mindset” and “a new approach” to New 
Castle town government have so far been 
empty.  

The appointment of Jill Shapiro as town 
administrator—with no attempt to invite 
other candidates to apply—raises serious 
questions.

The residents had been told that Mrs. 
Shapiro, a 10-year town employee, was 
being appointed to that role for six months 
to provide continuity and knowledge of 
what had been going on in town hall while 
the new board got situated.  It was said 
that this appointment could be renewed 
based on a vote by the full town board.  

But through Freedom of Information 
requests, it’s come to light that this 
contract is actually a two-year term with 
a one-time six-month review provision. 

We are about a month and a half 
away from the end of the six months, 
yet there has been no discussion by the 
board of plans to open up the position to 
interview other qualified candidates. For 
an administrative position in Bronxville, 
12 qualified candidates were recently 
interviewed before a final candidate was 
selected.  There is nothing to indicate that 
our town would not elicit similar interest 
from qualified candidates if we were to 
hold an open (and transparent) interview 
process. While Supervisor Greenstein 
applauds the work Mrs. Shapiro has been 
doing and publicly states that she is one of 
his very best decisions so far, I am unable to 
see on what basis he makes this statement. 

Jill Shapiro seems like an amply 
qualified town clerk, but frankly, if she 
remains as town administrator, it is a 
blown opportunity for the Town of New 
Castle. Not only does she lack the basic 
educational prerequisite for that position, 
but she lacks the leadership, people skills, 
budget skills and the policy background of 
administrators in forward-thinking towns. 

The town administrator should be a 
best-practices, lead-by-example person, 
someone capable of engaging the 
public as well as one who connects and 
motivates personnel. Logistics, process 
improvement practices, problem solving 

abilities, consensus building and the 
ability to listen and work with others, 
needs to be encoded in the DNA of a 
successful town administrator. In her 
years of service to our town, Mrs. Shapiro 
hasn’t demonstrated that she possesses 
these necessary skills. 

The Town of New Castle deserves 
to have our staff performing at their 
highest level. That means addressing 
mistakes in the past and putting policy 
in place to ensure things like misuse of 
town property (vehicles and equipment) 
and harassment (anti-Semitic, sexual or 
other ) are not tolerated. Unless we have 
a town administrator who rolls up her or 
his sleeves and is proactive, not merely 
reactive, we will continue to see morale at 
Town Hall and in the departments remain 
at what appears to be an all-time low.

Leadership cannot be by proxy. It needs 
to be top down. A void of leadership 
leads to more problems. Right now, we 
seem to be going down that road. For 
example, simply replacing one failed 
DPW commissioner with one who had 
previously held this position—yet was 
replaced because of problems when he 
was the head—is not impressive. Again, 
where is the transparency? For this job, 
too, no open search conducted?

A public (e.g., New York Times 
advertisement) open call to fill the town 
administrator position would likely bring 
in plenty of qualified applicants with the 
necessary skill set, qualifications and 
experience on the planning level. Our 
town deserves that process to play out. If 
the job is put out publicly, Mrs. Shapiro 
should be invited to interview. But there 
should be a committee to evaluate this 
position and give New Castle residents 
the most qualified person to hold this job. 

As it stands at this point, the application 
process for intern positions with our town 
government is more open and competitive 
than that of town administrator or DPW 
commissioner. This does not sound like 
the “new approach” many of us voted for 
last fall. 

The town board and supervisor need 
to remember that although they won 
our votes, they are expected to continue 
working for our vote every day of their 
tenure.

Robin Murphy is a Chappaqua resident.
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By Martin Wilbur
When Anthony Amiano decided to 

volunteer for a political campaign the first 
time, he received all sorts of questions and 
quizzical looks while handing out palm 
cards and knocking on people’s doors.

That was during Rob Astorino’s 
campaign for county legislator in 2003. 
Amiano reached out to the future county 
executive and gubernatorial candidate to 
see what he could do to help when he was 
all of 10 years old. 

He doesn’t exactly know what sparked 
his interest, he just wanted to be involved.

“I got a lot of questions,” Amiano 
recalled. “Are you his son? Always the age 
thing. Why? Why is this 10-year-old here? 
But I think people see this is my passion.”

Just over 10 years later it’s still Amiano’s 
passion and he’s still answering the age 
questions. But now it’s different. Last 
Tuesday he won a seat on the Valhalla 
Board of Education, just shy of three years 
after graduating from the district. With 
his victory, it is believed he will be the 
youngest elected official in Westchester 
when he is sworn in on July 1.

During the run-up to the school board 
vote, the age questions didn’t bother him. 
Amiano said he made sure he was well-
versed on the issues and demonstrated his 
seriousness to voters and how he could 
benefit the board.

“Going into this, yes, I thought the 
biggest obstacle would be the age, being 
only 20,”Amiano said. “But I found when 
you talk to people, show them you know 
the issues. When you communicate 
your message and have that broader 
conversation, age is just a number.”

He decided to run not only because of 
his interest in the legislative process but 
his love for the district. He was junior 
and senior class president in high school 
and served as newspaper editor and felt 
he could provide a fresh voice from the 
perspective of a relatively recent graduate. 

Given that the majority of any property 
taxpayer’s bill pay for the schools, often 
little-known school trustees are the most 
important public servants, he said.

“Public education in New York is under 
such stress, I mean fiscally, policy-wise,” 

said Amiano, who would like local school 
boards to work more collaboratively. 
“You look at Common Core, APPR, the 
veterans tax credit. There are so many 
issues coming down the pike from 
Albany.”

It has helped that while going to college-
-Amiano just completed his junior year 
at Manhattan College--he has gained 
practical experience as the legislative aide 
for County Legislator Michael Smith.

During the school year Amiano has 
worked 17.5 hours a week for Smith at the 
Board of Legislators and full-time during 
the summer, although his responsibilities 
often extend beyond the hours he is paid 
for. Amiano said the ability to listen to the 
public’s concerns and questions in Smith’s 

district and acquainting himself with the 
issues and legislation at the county level 
was good preparation for his school board 
run.

“You work with so many different people 
and you work with such a spreadsheet of 
issues, from a park in Sleepy Hollow to 
the Miller House in North Castle, so it 
has truly been a great experience,” said 
Amiano, a communications major with 
a concentration in public relations and a 
minor in government. 

For Amiano, who worked on all of 
Astorino’s county executive runs and 
Smith’s campaign in 2011, both have 
served as a sort of role model. Astorino 
was a year older than Amiano is now 
when elected to the Mount Pleasant Board 
of Education. Smith served for six years as 
a Valhalla trustee before becoming county 
legislator.

For now, at least, he deflects any 
consideration that races for other offices 
might be in his future. It’s a possibility 
but Amiano, who lives with his parents 
and younger sister, Valhalla High School 
student, doesn’t know what other 
opportunities may arise.

“But I never want to close that door 
because if you asked me a year ago or two 
years ago, ‘Would you run for the school 
board?’ I don’t know what my response 
would have been,” he said. “It probably 
would have been no but things have a 
funny way of coming together. I’ll never 
close the door but I don’t know right now.”
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Westchester commemorated 
Memorial Day on Monday with 
local parades and ceremonies to 
honor generations of servicemen and 
servicewomen who made the ultimate 
sacrifice on behalf of our nation. 
Strong crowds of children and adults 
lined the streets along the parade 
routes under warm and sunny skies 
to remember those who perished in 
service to the country. The parades 
included school and marching bands, 
scouts, first responders, veterans and 
elected officials who turned out for the 
morning programs. On Friday evening, 
Mount Kisco will hold its parade on the 
date of the traditional observance of 
Memorial Day.

Memorial Day 2014

Chappaqua
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This week, just when I 
thought I had finished my 
checklist of things my clients 
Diane and Don had to do prior 
to the listing of their home and 
the brokers’ open house, Don 
mentioned that he would paint 
the front door.

Embarrassed that it was one 
item I hadn’t thought was really 
needed, I said yes, but then, 
Don is such a perfectionist.

But, wait, what color 
would he paint it? White, he 
responded, the same color it 
already was. Then it dawned 
on me. Why hadn’t I thought of 
it? Color pundits and feng shui 
consultants say that a front 
door should never, ever be painted white. 
It’s a cardinal rule. The theory is that the 
door should relate to the landscape in 
some way, and pure white is rarely found 
in nature.

Would you consider making a big 
change with that, I asked? 

I suggested a color that I always 
recommend to my clients: red and a 
specific red, Benjamin Moore Burgundy. 
I’ve done much research on the 
psychology and the feng shui of painting 
a front door red that could take several 
articles to relate, but let me give you the 
rundown in abbreviated form.

The psychology of the 
color red is that it conveys 
passion, interest, vitality and 
is welcoming. There is a long-
forgotten tradition in early 
American travel that bears this 
out. When lodging was sparse 
in horse and carriage days, 
families who were willing to 
welcome traveling families into 
their homes to spend the night 
would signify that message by 
painting their doors red. 

In Biblical times, the Hebrew 
slaves were instructed to smear 
blood of a lamb on their front 
doors to protect their first born 
from the angel of death. And in 
early Catholic churches, doors 

were painted red to represent the blood of 
Christ; passing through the door meant 
that you were on holy ground.

In Scotland, homeowners paint their 
front door red to signify that they had 
paid off their mortgage. And someplace I 
read that a study revealed that people who 
live behind a red door are the happiest. (Is 
that skewed in my mind in some way to 
those who had paid off their mortgage, I 
wonder?)

Of course, all this reflection about a 
front door’s color is only academic if the 
door itself is not in good condition.

The front door can be the key to a 

home’s personality, either reflecting 
the condition of the space within or 
contradicting it. A beautiful, sturdy door 
with quality hardware greets the visitor 
with a confident hello; a weathered door, 
perhaps out of alignment, with old or 
poorly functioning hardware, conveys 
something quite different about the 
house, something unappealing.

Just as a person is judged within a 
few seconds of a first meeting, a house 
is judged in great part by the condition, 
functionality and look of its front door. 
When showing properties to prospective 
buyers, I’m always surprised to find when 
owners have upgraded an older home 
but have not paid proper attention to the 
front door and its hardware.

If the door is warped, and if the hardware 
is tarnished and in poor working order, 
the entire house can seem outdated. Just 
slapping a fresh coat of paint on it won’t 
solve the problem. So consider the door 
first, then the color. While the front door 
serves to withstand the elements, help 
toward energy efficiency and provide 
protection for the home, visitors react to 
it aesthetically or even psychologically. If 
the door is attractive and in good shape, 
that perception extends to the entire 
household--and to its owner as well. 

For those of you with a bent toward 
feng shui, you know that the front door 
is the main source of a house’s energy. But 
practically and simply put for both curb 
appeal and resale value, spruce up the 
front door and, in a sense, you have a new 
home. Paint it red and you have a home 
run on every level.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.
com), specializing in lifestyles, real estate 
and development. His real estate site is: 
www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his 
blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To 
engage the services of The Home Guru and 
his team to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

According to many traditions and feng shui 
consultants, front doors are best painted red.

My Personal Campaign to Paint Every Front Door Red 

Like Us on Facebook Ê
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Gets Chance at MSG 
Through Family’s 
Lyme Disease Efforts
By Martin Wilbur

If you’re a basketball fan, chances 
are Madison Square Garden is one 
of the venues that you would love to 
experience. 

On May 17, Chappaqua eighth-
grader and basketball enthusiast Sydney 
Herzog not only made it to the world’s 
most famous arena, as the Garden is 
billed, but got up close to the action as 
well.

Herzog served as a ball girl for that 
evening’s New York Liberty WNBA 
game against the Chicago Sky. She won 
that privilege after her parents, Sylvia 
and Gary, won the trip to the game 
through an auction item they bid on in 
April at the Lyme Research Alliance’s 
(LRA) fundraising gala in Greenwich.

“It was fun,” said Herzog, who will 
be graduating Seven Bridges Middle 
School. “It was incredible to be there 
and on the court.”

She was on the court with the 
players during pre-game drills and was 
responsible for collecting the towels 
and players’ warm-up suits. After the 
game, she and her parents were given a 

behind-the-scenes look at the Garden 
and met Chicago’s Elena Delle Donne, 
last season’s WNBA Rookie of the Year.

As a youth basketball player for five 
years who hopes to make it onto the 
girls’ team when she reaches Horace 
Greeley High School, Herzog follows 
mainly college basketball. The Herzogs 

are big Michigan Wolverines fans with 
a number of alumni of the school in the 
family.

Not only was it a thrill for Herzog to 
be on the court and meet some of the 
players, but the cause that the family 
supported to get to the game strikes 
a special chord with them. Sydney’s 
parents and her aunt have all had bouts 
with Lyme Disease and have been 
involved in charitable causes for LRA, a 
nonprofit organization that is dedicated 
to helping find a cure.

So, the opportunity to attend their 
first Liberty game, sit in courtside seats 
and have Sydney serve as ball girl was 
something that underscored the family’s 
passion for basketball and their efforts 

to contribute toward Lyme Disease 
research.

Sylvia Herzog said meeting Delle 
Donne after the game was particularly 
inspiring. Delle Donne has been 
suffering from Lyme Disease for six 
years.

“I know how difficult it is to have 
Lyme Disease,” she said. “I can’t imagine 
what it must be like be a professional 
athlete and deal with it.”

The Herzogs have become extremely 
familiar with all the recommended 
precautions in trying to prevent 
infection. That includes wearing long 
sleeves and pants, tucking pants into 
boots, especially when in moist areas, 
and spraying close and skin with the 
proper repellant.

They have learned to run through the 
Lyme checklist. Gary Herzog has had 
Lyme Disease twice, while Sylvia was 
fortunate to catch hers in time and begin 
medication before the worst effects 
were realized. That’s the best chance 
someone has to combat the disease and 
potentially debilitating effects, she said.

She said Lyme can be difficult to 
detect because the symptoms, range 
from mild to severe and often mimics 
other viruses and illnesses.

For more information about Lyme 
Disease and the Lyme Research Alliance, 
visit www.lymeresearchalliance.org.

Chappaqua Girl Serves as Liberty Ball Girl for a Game
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Chappaqua's Sydney Herzog with the Chicago 
Sky's Elena Delle Donne on May 17 at Madison 
Square Garden, the night that Herzog served as 
a ball girl at the New York Liberty game.

Herzog during warm-ups at the May 17 New York 
Liberty-Chicago Sky game at Madison Square 
Garden.
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When a stroke hits, the clock starts 
ticking. If patients get the right treatment 
within the next few hours, it can make all 
the difference in their chances for recovery. 

Many people don’t realize that we have 
really effective treatments for stroke. Time 
is of the essence and knowing the symptoms 
of stroke is crucial. The National Stroke 
Association has come up with the easy-to-
remember acronym FAST: 

F is for face, or facial drooping. Ask the 
person to smile. Does one side of the smile 
droop?

A is for arms. Can the person lift both 
arms overhead? Is there any numbness or 
weakness?

S is for speech. Ask the person to repeat 
a simple phrase and listen for slurred or 
strange sounding pronunciation.

T is for time, which is a reminder that if 
you see any of these signs, you should call 
911 immediately.

Understanding who is at risk can also 
help you be prepared. People who are 
overweight, have a history of high blood 
pressure or cholesterol, heart disease, 
diabetes or smoking have a greater risk of 
stroke. Risk can increase as we age, though 
doctors see stroke patients under 50 all the 
time. Heavy drinking and drug use can also 
trigger a stroke.

The good news is that emergency 

department 
doctors have 
medications that 
can stop and even 
help undo stroke 
damage. Northern 
Westchester Hospital 
is a New York State-
designated stroke 
center, which means 
it’s able to diagnose 
and quickly treat patients. Once a patient 
has been diagnosed and the medical history 
has been checked, doctors can administer 
medications to bust up the clot in the brain 
that is triggering the stroke symptoms and 
loss of function. 

More and more patients are able to make 
a strong recovery due to early treatment 
and good rehabilitation services. Everyone 
needs to keep FAST in mind and think 
stroke if they see symptoms—that message 
can’t be emphasized enough. While some 
800,000 people suffer a stroke each year in 
the United States, only about 5 percent get 
drug treatment in time.

Dr. Akira Todo is a neurologist and the 
medical director of the stroke program at 
Northern Westchester Hospital in Mount 
Kisco. He was named Physician of the Year 
at NWH’s 2013 annual Physician Dinner. To 
learn more, visit www.nwhc.net/strokecenter.

Struck By Stroke: Recognize the 
Symptoms and Act FAST

Greeley Club to Hold Art Expo, Demo 
of Problems With Single-Use Bags

Looking for a great way to have 
fun, support the environment and get 
involved in the New Castle community? 
Come to the Chappaqua train station on 
Saturday, May 31 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
for a morning of fun and eye-opening 
entertainment. 

For the first time, Horace Greeley High 
School’s environmental club, Students 
and Teachers for Our Planet (S.T.O.P.), 
will be hosting an exciting new art expo. 
This expo will not only be demonstrating 
the negative impact of single-use bags, 
but also supporting the movement to 
transition to more environmentally-
friendly reusable ones. 

At the expo, visitors will have the 
opportunity to learn and see firsthand 
the drastic impact plastic and paper 
bags continue to have on Chappaqua in 
a unique, interactive way with activities 
for the whole family. For example, 
Chappaqua alone uses 10,080 plastic bags 
every day. That’s seven bags a minute! 
These bags pollute our ecosystems and 
waste valuable resources. 

Some might think that paper bags 
are a viable solution. But more than 
60 percent of paper bags end up in 
landfills. Because most single-use paper 
bags are non-biodegradable, they don’t 
decay for thousands of years, filling up 

landfills just as much as plastic bags. 
The small percentage of paper bags that 
are biodegradable release substantial 
amounts of methane gases, which 
contributes to global warming. In 
addition, the extensive energy required 
to process the few paper bags that make 
it into the recycling bin makes the whole 
procedure overwhelmingly wasteful. 
Clearly, the longer we continue to use 
single-use bags, the more they will 
accumulate--and the harder it will be to 
get back on track.

The good news is that reusable bags 
are a simple and efficient solution to this 
problem. Stores have the opportunity to 
generate extra revenue by selling reusable 
bags to customers. Customers can also 
receive special discounts for using their 
own bags. 

The switch to reusable bags is the 
logical next step for New Castle. Come 
show your support for this change at 
the art expo. Held at the same time and 
location as the Chappaqua Farmers 
Market, this event is a convenient, 
delicious way to support local businesses 
as well as the environment. Don’t miss 
this exciting opportunity to contribute to 
our planet and community while sharing 
a fun day with your family. Let’s make 
New Castle a better place! 
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P’ville Boy Combats Hunger By Building Community Garden 
By Janine Bowen

Pleasantville residents are joining 
together to tackle hunger, thanks to the 
efforts of a 13-year-old boy. 

Devin Juros has always been the type 
of kid who wanted to help others, so it 
was no surprise to his mother when he 
approached his parents about starting a 
community garden in Pleasantville after 
learning about the number of people in 
Westchester who have an insufficient 
food supply.

“At our church we do the Midnight 
Run, which is bringing food to people in 
New York City who don’t have enough 
food, and I also did some research and 
found out that 20 percent of people 
in Westchester are affected by hunger 
and that showed me that there was a 
lot of need and a lot of hunger in the 
surrounding area so that really just made 
me want to help,” Juros said. 

After running the idea by his mom 
and dad, Juros hit the ground running 
to make plans for starting the garden. 
He worked out all the details of the 
plan, figuring out how many volunteers 
would be needed to complete the work 
and sketching out blueprints for the 
plot. He then made presentations in 
front of Mayor Peter Scherer, as well as 
representatives of St. John’s Episcopal 
Church, which donated the land for the 

garden. 
Mother Mary Gregorius, the priest 

at St. John’s, recalled when Juros first 
presented his idea to the vestry with 
dozens of pages of well-thought out 
plans. Since then, the church was able 
to help him obtain a grant for $5,200 
and together they were able to raise an 
additional $5,500 through fundraising 
and collecting individual donations. 

“More and more people were 
volunteering and getting involved and 
understanding the need to feed people 
and give them good, wholesome, quality 
food. It’s just amazing,” Gregorius said.

Currently, the Pleasantville 
Community Garden has more than 200 
supporters on its volunteer list. More 
than 30 turned out last Saturday to break 
ground on the project. Volunteers ranged 
from residents who are builders by trade 
to Pleasantville Middle School students 
. All were up to putting in some manual 
labor to make Juros’ vision a reality. 

“We know the Juros family, and they 
asked for community support and 
Pleasantville is a community so it was 
an easy decision to come out,” said 
volunteer Larry Kwait. 

Devin’s father, David Juros, was proud 
of his son’s efforts to build the garden 
and was impressed at the number of 
people willing to help. 

“It’s been an amazing project to 
work on. I don’t know if anything like 
this could happen in other towns but 
Pleasantville is such a community,” he 
said. 

The Pleasantville Community Garden 
has partnered with Hillside Food 

Outreach on Marble Avenue, which 
serves more than 2,000 families per 
month, and the Interfaith Food Pantry 
at the Methodist church to distribute all 
food grown in the garden. 

The first harvest will be ready at 
the end of the season as the Juros 
family has already started growing 
produce that will be replanted in the 
Community Garden. Juros’ mother, 
Margot, explained that even though 
they currently have plants all over their 
house for the garden, she is proud to 
see her son making a difference in his 
community at such a young age.

“My husband and I are working for 
him. He’s just got that vision and keeps 
on going,” she said.  

The second day of the Community 
Garden build will take place on 
Saturday, June 7. The Juros family said 
they expect even more volunteers to 
help with planting.  Although the garden 
is located on the grounds of St. John’s 
Episcopal Church, the Juros family 
stressed that the project is not a church 
project and community members of all 
backgrounds are welcome to participate. 

To learn more about the Pleasantville 
Community Garden and how to help, 
visit www.pvillegarden.org or find the 
Pleasantville Garden on Facebook. 

JANINE BOWEN PHOTO
Devin Juros, foreground center, and Mother Mary 
Gregorius, the priest at St. John’s Episcopal Church 
in Pleasantville, lead volunteers who are helping 
to build a community garden. Juros conceived the 
idea for the garden, which will help feed the area’s 
hungry residents.
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By Martin Wilbur
It wasn’t terribly long ago that when 

older adults were no longer completely 
independent, the choices for them and 
their relatives could be unappealing. Hire 
a home attendant, move in with family or 
go to one of a limited number of senior 
facilities.

Those choices worked for some 
families. However, today, there are more 
options available for living arrangements 
than ever before for the rapidly aging 
American population, a different type of 
service for people at different stages.

Three months ago The Bristal Assisted 
Living opened its 10th and newest facility 
on Business Park Drive in Armonk to add 
to those choices locally and regionally. (It 
currently operates seven in Long Island, 
one in White Plains and another in New 
Jersey.) With 190,000 square feet of space 
decorated with luxurious furnishings, it 
can accommodate up to 131 residents in 
the assisted living portion and another 40 
residents in the Memory Care wing.

Emilio Di Siervi, executive director 
of The Bristal at Armonk, said since the 
company opened its first facility in 2000, 
needs have continually changed when 
caring for the older adult.

“Every building they open up they learn 
from their previous building and some 
of the things they need to implement in 
order to be able to meet residents’ needs,” 
Di Siervi said. “So the buildings are 
evolving every time they need to open a 
new building.”

Just because a resident may require 
assisted living or feels more comfortable 
in that setting doesn’t mean he or she is no 
longer active. A tour through The Bristal 
at Armonk reveals a wide assortment of 
activities open to residents even if they 

may need assistance.
There is an on-site art room for 

residents to paint and draw, a 50-seat 
movie theater featuring movies on 
demand and a popcorn machine, a bingo 
room with an electronic scoreboard, a 
game area to play chess, cards or pool 
and an Internet cafe, which residents can 
use instead of having a computer in their 
apartment. There is a gym, which also 
allows a senior to complete any physical 
therapy so they don’t have to leave the 
premises, an outdoor swimming pool and 
a hair salon.

Then there are webinars from Hofstra 
University, which The Bristal has 
partnered with at its Long Island-based 
residences, to present programs led by 
faculty. Those are held in the theater. Di 
Siervi said he hopes to reach out to Pace 

University to see if a similar arrangement 
can be secured in Armonk.

The vast expanse of common area 
allows visitors, particularly families with 
children, the ability to participate in 
enjoyable activities. 

“So when a family comes over they 
don’t have to entertain in their room,” Di 
Siervi said. “Whether it’s the sitting room, 
whether it’s the library, the Internet cafe, 
they can utilize any rooms they would 
like.”

There is also a schedule of field trips 
that the Residents Council helps devise 
with staff. Last Thursday, residents went 
to the Katonah Museum of Art.

“We do a lot of things, a lot of trips,” Di 
Siervi said. “Residents want to go out.”

He said the assisted living residents are 
free to come and go as they please. Some 
of the current residents have their own 
cars.

In the three months since The Bristal 
at Armonk opened, there are 30 assisted 
living residents with another 20 expected 
in the next 40 days, Di Siervi said. Ten of 
the 40 Memory Care slots are currently 
filled.

Every amenity that is offered in the 
assisted living portion of The Bristal is 
also available in memory care, including 
having its own movie theater, Di Siervi 
said. Staff works with residents to help 
them cognitively with word association 
games, arts and crafts and other activities.

Nurses are on premises 24 hours a 
day and a variety of local doctors and 
specialists  regularly make visits for all 
residents.

While the surroundings, activities and 
services are impressive, so, too, is the 
dining. For lunch and dinner there are 
typically five entree choices in the 140-
seat dining room, in addition to soups, 
salads and sandwiches. The service is 
restaurant style, Di Siervi said, with two 
seatings for all three meals.

“We make this an enjoyable experience 

and the way they deliver the food and 
articulate what’s on the menu is really 
what drives the process,” Di Siervi said. 
“We want (the residents) to make sure 
that they understand how we’re sautéing 
the onions, how we’re preparing certain 
foods so the residents can make a decision 
that’s suitable for them.”

The services and activities are important 
but comfortable living quarters that 
identifies the needs and limitations of the 
residents are critical. There are a mixture 
of companion, studio, one-bedroom and 
two-bedroom apartments for residents to 
choose from. Couples are also welcome.

Di Siervi said each unit has a bathroom 
with a walk-in shower, a walk-in closet and 
three pull cords--in the shower, near the 
toilet and in the bedroom--for residents 
to alert staff in the event of an emergency. 
The apartments are all equipped with a 
refrigerator and a microwave and are all 
within 100 feet of an elevator.

Studios cost between $4,600 and $4,900 
a month, one-bedroom units between 
$5,600 and $5,900 a month and two-
bedroom units about $7,500. There’s a 
second-person fee of $1,200 for couples.

DiSiervi said The Bristal has an outreach 
program to the health care field and the 
general community in Westchester to let 
the public know of the new facility. As 
anticipated, virtually all of the residents 
so far have a connection to the area, 
having been nearby residents or moving 
to be near children or grandchildren.

With another 10,000 Americans 
reaching the age of 65 every day, The 
Bristal is serving an important role in 
providing senior options.

“We’re going out and educating the 
medical community that The Bristal is 
here,” DiSiervi said. “There’s a lot of good 
features and I think this will help enhance 
the quality (of care).”

‘Getting Older Better’ Author Talk Geared 
Toward Baby Boomers on Wednesday

The game room where residents can play cards, chess, shoot pool or relax with visitors.

On Wednesday, May 28 at 7 p.m., 
the Rosenthal JCC in Pleasantville 
will host a wine and cheese reception 
and book signing for Pamela D. Blair, 
author of “Getting Older Better: The 
Best Advice Ever on Money, Health, 
Creativity, Sex, Work Retirement and 
More.”

Blair’s book is filled with positive 
and practical advice for boomers 
during the second half of their lives.  
In her book, Blair takes the reader 
on a journey of discovery–exploring 
the hopeful, interesting and exciting 
aspects of aging, where she covers 
over 100 topics including health, 
memory, friendship, retirement, 
parenting adulating children and 
more. Blair offers both serious and 
lighthearted advice with humor and 

optimism.
Her appearance is an Engage in 

Conversation event, through the 
UJA-Federation of New York Engage 
Jewish Service Corps of Westchester. 
All are welcome to attend.  

Engage in Conversation is a 
volunteering initiative for boomers 
and beyond who want to use their 
expertise, passion and leadership to 
make powerful change within the 
Jewish community through a variety 
of hands-on volunteer activities. 

For more information about 
Engage and to RSVP to the event, 
contact Debra Cerbini at Debra@
rosenthaljcc.org or 914-741-0333 
ext. 17. The event is free.

The Rosenthal JCC is located at 
600 Bear Ridge Rd. in Pleasantville.

The Bristal at Armonk Assisted Living Offers Area Seniors New Option

The lobby at the Bristal at Armonk. The piano can 
be played conventionally or programmed.

The 140-seat dining room at the Bristal at 
Armonk. Five entrees are offered at each meal.
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By Janine Bowen
Rinku Bhattacharya is hoping to put a 

little more spice in everyone’s life.
That is one of the key motivators 

behind the release of Bhattacharya’s 
second cookbook, “Spices & Seasons: 
Simple, Sustainable Indian Flavors.” She 
will celebrate with a book signing at The 
Village Bookstore in Pleasantville this 
Saturday, May 31 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Bhattacharya, whose first book came 
out in November 2012, has hosted the 
Cooking in Westchester blog for more 
than six years. She also offers a variety of 
cooking classes, both in her Valhalla home 
and at venues such as Hilltop Hanover 
Farm in Yorktown, Chef Central in White 
Plains and Valley Variety in Hudson. 

Although she is not a formally trained 
chef, Bhattacharya has always loved to 
cook, with fond childhood memories of 
helping her grandmother in the kitchen. 
When she noticed the difference between 
the flavors in American and Indian foods, 
she first began to teach her friends the art 
of Indian spices before arranging to lead 
classes.

Bhattacharya explained that during the 
time she has taught, many of her students 
are apprehensive about tackling the 
drastically different cuisine in the kitchen. 
She has used that experience to develop 
her latest book that teaches the art of 

Indian cooking in a quick and easy way. 
“It’s not like I don’t get students who are 

more sophisticated in their knowledge of 
spices, but there are also others who have 
tried Indian food, they like it but they’re 
intimidated looking at long lists of spices, 
so what I’ve learned working with them is 
something I’ve tried to translate into the 
book,” Bhattacharya said. 

The new book features more than 
150 recipes, offering a fresh approach to 
cooking Indian cuisine. It adapts classic 
family recipes to fit the local culture and 
available fresh produce. Many of the 
recipes have been modified for simplicity, 
so those with time constraints can still 
create healthy and flavorful meals. 

“It’s generally simple without 
compromising authenticity with a strong 
push for local produce and sustainable 
living,” she said. 

Although the book features a number 
of complex recipes that will appeal to 
advanced chefs, many are for beginners 
utilizing six basic spices, including cumin, 
coriander, garlic and ginger, which can be 
found in almost any supermarket. 

“Spices & Seasons: Simple, Sustainable 
Indian Flavors” is available for purchase 
in hardcover on Amazon.com for $23. 
This Saturday’s event will also feature a 
talk from Bhattacharya about spices and 

samples of recipes from the book and a 
question-and-answer session. The Village 
Bookstore is located at 10 Washington 
Ave. in Pleasantville.

Bhattacharya will have two more events 
to help promote her book in June. One will 
be at the John Jay Farmers Market, located 
at 400 Jay St. in Katonah, while the other 
will be at Down to Earth Markets, at 173 
Main St. in Ossining. Both are scheduled 
for 10 a.m. For more information, visit 
www.cookinginwestchester.com.

The Boys & Girls Club of Northern 
Westchester, celebrating its 75th 
anniversary this year, will host its 20th 
annual Humanitarian Award Dinner 
on Saturday, June 7 at Lexus of Mount 
Kisco, located at 275 Kisco Ave. The 
Humanitarian Award will be presented 
to club alumnus and longtime board 
member Stuart Marwell, president and 
CEO of Curtis Instruments. The gala 
will feature fundraising auctions, a 
plated dinner, a special tribute journal 
and more. It will be co-chaired by Linda 
Mahon, Lee Manning-Vogelstein and 
Lisa Shrewsberry, with honorary chair 
Bonnie Trotta. 

The event is open to all. Former club 
members, parents and volunteers are 
encouraged to attend to help celebrate 
this milestone anniversary. The cocktail 
reception begins at 6:30 p.m. Individual 
tickets are $350; sponsorship tables are 
also available. 

For more information, or to purchase 
sponsorships or tickets, contact Jean 
Skanes at 914-666-8069 ext. 111 or email 
jskanes@bgcnw.com. There is also online 
registration at www.bgcnw.com/events.

Boys & Girls Club’s 
Humanitarian 

Award Dinner Set 
for June 7

Rinku Bhattacharya, author of  “Spices & 
Seasons: Simple, Sustainable Indian Flavors,” 
will appear this Saturday at The Village 
Bookstore in Pleasantville.

Local Indian Culinary Enthusiast Looks to 
Spice Up Foodies’ Plates

2014 SEASON
JUNE 10 – AUGUST 31

Tickets:
hvshakespeare.org 
845/265-9575 
Performing at Boscobel House and Gardens
Garrison, New York

Othello

Two Gentlemen 
of Verona

The Liar

Do you have Silent Reflux?
Within the past month, did any of the following problems

 affect you? (0 = not at all; 5 = significant problem)

Hoarseness/voice problem
Clearing your throat
Postnasal drip/excess mucus
Difficulty swallowing
Coughing after eating or lying down
Breathing difficulties, choking
Annoying cough
Sensation of a lump in your throat
Heartburn, stomach acid coming up
                                       TOTAL

0    1    2    3    4     5
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       

If you have some of these symptoms and your score is >10, 
there is a likelihood you have silent reflux, also known as laryn-
gopharyngeal reflux or LPR, which can cause esophageal disease 
(including cancer). LPR is often misdiagnosed as allergies, 
asthma, sinus disease or post nasal drip. 

A laryngologist can screen for LPR and esophageal disease and 
prescribe treatment to prevent long-term complications of reflux 
in the upper airway.

To make an appointment, call the Phelps 
Institute for Voice & Swallowing Disorders

Craig Zalvan, MD, Medical Director
914-366-3636

P  H  E  L  P  S
Memorial Hospital Center

phelpshospital.org  .  Get better. Here.
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ExaminEr mEdia Classifieds 052714
adoption
Adopt: Devoted loving couple wishes to 
adopt newborn into secure home filled 
with care, love & happiness. Expenses 
Paid. Anthony/Tim, call 855.975.4792, 
text 917.991.0612, www.anthonyand-
tim.com.

Loving married couple longs to adopt 
newborn. We'll provide a beautiful life, 
unconditional love, opportunites & se-
curity. Excpenses paid. Tricia & Don 
anytime at 1-800-348-1748. https://
donandtriciaadopt.shutterfly.com/

auctions
SULLIVAN COUNTY REAL PROP-
ERTY TAX FORECLOSURE AUC-
TION: 300+/-  Properties† June 11+12 
@ 10AM. Held at The Sullivan, Route 
17 Exit 109. 800-243-0061 AAR, Inc. 
& HAR, Inc. Free brochure: www.
NYSAuctions.com

FULTON & HAMILTON COUNTY, 
NY REAL PROPERTY TAX FORE-
CLOSURE AUCTION- June 18th @ 
11AM Held Holiday Inn Johnstown, NY 
800-292-7653. HAR Inc. Free brochure: 
www.HAROFF.com

BUY OR SELL AT AARAUCTIONS.
COM. Contents of homes, businesses, 
vehicles and real estate.  Bid NOW! 
AARauctions.com Lights, Camera, 
Auction. No longer the best kept secret.

auto donations
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

EvEnts
RINALDIFLEAMARKETS.COM Ev-
ery Sunday Weather Permitting 900 
Dutchess Turnpike (rt44) Poughkeep-
sie NY. Free Admission, Parking, Great 
Food, Bargains. Vendors Wanted! RIN-
ALDIFLEAMARKETS.COM See You 
There!

Financial
REVERSE MORTGAGES -Draw all 
eligible cash out of your home & elimi-
nate mortgage payments. Seniors† 62+! 
Government insured. Free 26 page 
catalog. FHA/VA loans also available. 
1-888-660-3033 All Island Mortgage. 
NMLS#3740.

HEaltH
IF YOU USED THE BLOOD THIN-
NER PRADAXA and suffered internal 
bleeding, hemorrhaging, required hos-
pitalization or a loved one died while 

taking Pradaxa between October 2010 
and the present. You may be entitled to 
compensation. Call Attorney Charles H. 
Johnson 1-800-535-5727

HElp wantEd
BUNGE MANAGEMENT SERVICES, 
INC. seeks a full-time Quantitative 
Risk Manager in White Plains, New 
York responsible for supervising the 
development of models and methodolo-
gies for pricing and measuring risks and 
ensuring quantitative models and valu-
ation techniques are translating market, 
credit and operational risks accurately; 
developing models and methodolo-
gies for pricing and measuring risks in 
the agricultural commodity industry; 
testing pricing models and risk meth-
odologies and updating as required; 
analyzing historical measurements, as-
sessing hypothetical performance of 
proposed strategies and effectiveness of 
hedges; reviewing reports and recon-
ciliations to ensure they meet standards 
and accurately reflect performance and 
risks; monitoring advances in market 
and credit risk models and proposing 
changes to current methodology; re-
viewing and validating credit risk mod-
els such as probabilities of default (PD) 
and loss given default (LGD); providing 
independent review and validation of 
internal rating scorecard methodologies 
for both PD and LGD ratings; closely 
working with other teams within Credit 
to provide regular ongoing model per-
formance assessments, rating analysis 
and override monitoring; reviewing 
analysis results with senior manage-
ment and providing recommendations.
Position requires a Ph.D. degree in Ap-
plied Mathematics, Statistics, Econom-
ics, Finance or a closely related field and 
two years experience as a Quantitative 
Risk Analyst or closely related position 
in the agricultural commodity industry, 
experience to include 2 years of quan-
titative research, application of statisti-
cal skills, including hypothesis testing, 
regression and cointegration analyses, 
working with credit risk models and sta-
tistical packages (e.g., MATLAB, SAS, or 
R).  Approximately 5-10% international 
travel required.   Send resume to Emily 
Abrams via facsimile to 914-467-5484.

BUNGE MANAGEMENT SERVIC-
ES, INC. seeks a full-time Global Fi-
nance SAP and EDM/SRM Applica-
tions Manager in White Plains, New 
York to participate in a global Finance 
transformation program and act as the 
single point of IT contact for Finance 
stakeholders, providing advice, techni-
cal support and guidance on IT solu-
tions.  Specific duties include coordinat-
ing across other IT groups, both internal 
and external (such as infrastructure and 
application groups that provide data 
to the risk applications); coordinating 

/ managing resources outside of direct 
reporting lines as well as resources with 
direct reporting lines; managing vendor/
consulting relationships; building gov-
ernance approach to coordinate stan-
dardization in FICO and other finance 
modules across the operating company 
IT teams; managing the integration 
across the OpCos for FICO and EDM/
SRM in a way that balances global and 
local priorities; integrating into global 
programs that are already in –flight; 
building standardized support process-
es without disrupting program process 
and ensure stability and efficiency once 
the program in complete; managing de-
pendencies with in-flight SAP programs 
in the OpCos which are a foundational 
priority; building processes that ensure 
appropriate decision making, while 
minimizing overhead for the operating 
company’s IT teams; and building lev-
eraged services, starting with maturity 
level 1 processes; and defining continu-
ous improvement plans to raise the ma-
turity levels of processes over time.  The 
position requires a Bachelor’s degree in 
Business Administration or equivalent 
combination of education, training or 
experience as determined by a qualified 
evaluation service and five years experi-
ence as a Manager of IT Applications or 
Project Manager (SAP), experience to 
include five years of the following: Glob-
al SAP R/3 Implementation and or/sup-
port; Finance IT support; organization-
al change management; working with 
large global corporations to transform 
the Finance function; BW reporting; 
and SAP Methodology for Implementa-
tions methodology.  The position also 
requires SAP certification and approxi-
mately 30% domestic and international 
travel.  Send resume to Emily Abrams 
via facsimile to 914-467-5484.

HomE improvEmEnt
HAS YOUR BUILDING SHIFTED 
OR SETTLED? Contact Woodford 
Brothers Inc, for straightening, leveling, 
foundation and wood frame repairs at 
1-800-OLD-BARN. www.woodford-
bros.com. "Not applicable in Queens 
county"

HomEs For salE
MODULARHOMEBROKERS.COM 
14 models on display, Starting at $59 per 
square foot. Pricing includes delivery, 
crane, set and tax. 848-240-7040

lawn and GardEn
PRIVACY HEDGES- Blowout SALE 6 
foot Arborvitae (cedar) Regular: $129 
NOW: $59 FREE installation/FREE 
delivery Call TODAY Limited supply: 
518-536-1367 www.lowcosttrees.com 
Beautiful & Nursery Grown. 

miscEllanEous
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- 

MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own 
bandmill- Cut lumber any dimension. 
In stock ready to ship. FREE Info/DVD:  
www.NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-
578-1363 Ext.300N

out oF statE rEal EstatE
Delaware's Resort Living Without Re-
sort Pricing! Low Taxes! Gated Com-
munity, Close to Beaches, Amazing 
Amenities, Olympic Pool. New Homes 
from $80's! Brochures available 1-866-
629-0770 orwww.coolbranch.com.

Sebastian, Florida Beautiful 55+ man-
ufactured home community. 4.4 miles 
to the beach, 2 miles to the riverfront 
district. Homes starting at $39,000. 772-
581-0080, www.beach-cove.com.

sErvicEs
WET BASEMENTS MADE BONE 
DRY PERMANENTLY! 100% guar-
anteed. Toxic basement (black) mold 
removal. The Basement Man. 315-488-
2762, 315-414-6561. Member BBB. 
Since 1963. Free Estimates, Senior Dis-
counts.

vacation rEntals
MID-COAST MAINE. YEAR-ROUND 
Get-A-Way. $150./night. Spectacular 
2100' Lakefront. 70 Park-like Acres. 
Many activities, 1 BR, Sleeps 4. Won-
derful for Couple, Family, Friends. bow-
man@midcoast.com 207-785-2851
NORTH WILDWOOD, NJ- FLOREN-
TINE FAMILY MOTEL. Beach/Board-
walk Block, Heated Pools, Efficiency/
Motel units refrigerator, elevator. Color 
Brochure/Specials 609-522-4075 De-
partment 104 www.florentinemotel.com

OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open 
daily. Holiday Real Estate. 1-800-638-
2102. Online reservations: www.holi-
dayoc.com

wantEd
MOST CASH PAID FOR paint-
ings, antiques, furniture, silver, 
sculpture, jewelry, books, cam-
eras, records, instruments, coins, 
watches, gold, comics, sports cards, 
etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT
914-654-1683 

CASH for Coins! Buying ALL Gold & 
Silver. Also Stamps & Paper Money, En-
tire Collections, Estates. Travel to your 
home. Call Marc in NY 1-800-959-3419

To Place a Classified Ad 
call 914-864-0878
or e-mail classifieds

@theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication
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Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

What's hot this week at Somers Custom Framing?

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

By Neal Rentz 
About 80 local veterans, public 

officials and residents kicked off 
the Memorial Day weekend Friday 
afternoon with a ceremony at the 
Kensico Cemetery in Valhalla to honor 
those who sacrificed their lives serving 
in the nation’s military.

Veterans raised a Medal of Honor 
flag to remember its recipients who 
exhibited personal acts of valor above 
and beyond the call of duty at the 
cemetery’s seventh annual Veterans 
Remembrance Service.

Keynote speaker Vito Pinto, a former 
Westchester County legislator and 
the current director of the county’s 
Veterans Service Agency, said America 
has “a longstanding history of defending 
liberty and democracy throughout the 
world” through the efforts of the men 
and women of the armed forces.

“We have the duty to honor those who 
made the supreme sacrifice throughout 
the wars and conflicts in which our 
nation has been engaged,” said Pinto, a 
Vietnam War veteran who served as a 
Navy flight officer.

He noted that there are eight 

cemeteries in Westchester that have 
buried 11 Medal of Honor recipients.

“What makes ordinary men react in 
the face of danger?” Pinto asked. “What 
is the value of life to those knowing that 
facing the enemy might cost them the 
very life they so preciously valued?

“We have a duty to remember and 
respect their feats of valor. We must also 
reflect on their deeds and the results 
they had on their fellow servicemen 
and families.”

The names of Westchester’s 
11deceased Medal of Honor recipients 
were read by Deputy County Executive 

Kevin Plunkett. Names of county 
residents who lost their lives serving 
in Iraq and Afghanistan were read by 
John Creskey, commander of American 
Legion Post 1038 in Valhalla. 

“There are 17 on the list. God willing, 
no more,” he said.  

Mount Pleasant Police Chief Paul 
Oliva recalled taking part in arranging 
the funeral of New Fairfield, Conn. 
resident Todd Lobraico last year. He lost 
his life in Afghanistan while serving in 
the Air Force reserves. Through Oliva’s 
work on the motorcycle patrol he 
became friendly with  Lobraico’s family.

The funeral procession ended in 
Sherman, Conn. where Lobraico was 
buried. Oliva said he was moved by the 
signs held by people honoring the fallen 
servicemen and women along the route.

“It turned out to be such a gift to me,” 
Oliva said. 

White Plains Mayor Thomas Roach, 
the son of a Navy officer and the 
nephew of a Vietnam veteran, said 
they returned home following their 
service while many others did not. He 
said he regularly thinks of those who 
sacrificed when he walks past his city’s 

war memorial in the lobby of city hall. 
“Every day I walk in the building I am 

reminded of the sacrifices of all the men 
and women who gave their lives, from 
the Battle of White Plains up to today, 
so we all might live in freedom,” Roach 
said.

Military’s Sacrifices Honored at Valhalla Cemetery Ceremony

The Mount Kisco Memorial Day 
Parade will be held this Friday, 
May 30, kicking off at 7 p.m.  It 
will proceed up Smith Avenue 
and down Main Street to the 
memorial in front of the library for 
ceremonies featuring the winner of 
the elementary school essay contest, 
“What Memorial Day Means to 
Me.”

In case of rain, ceremonies will be 
held at the American Legion hall, 
located at 1 Legion Way at 7 p.m.

Mount Kisco 
Memorial Day 

Parade 
This Friday

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS
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Tuesday, May 27
Financial Empowerment Workshops: 

“Y Success” Money Management for 
Women. The first of three introductory 
money management classes designed for 
women. Learn how to budget and take 
control of your finances. Tonight’s topic 
is Introduction to Money Management. 
YWCA White Plains & Central 
Westchester, 515 North St., White Plains. 
6 to 7:30 p.m. Free. Workshops continue 
on June 3 and 10. RSVP required. 
RSVP: 914- 949-6227 ext. 147  or email 
events@ywcawpcw.org. Info: Visit www.
ywcawpcw.org.

Italian Language and Culture With 
Mara De Matteo. Matteo was born and 
raised in Italy and is passionate about 
her native language. She combines 
lively conversation with grammatical 
instruction, creating interactive lessons 
on the richness of Italian culture, past 
and present, through real-life anecdotes, 
literature, personal memoirs, films and 
photography. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 
Beginners: 6:30 to 7:15 p.m. Advanced: 
7:15 to 8 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

Wednesday, May 28
Zumba Fitness. Achieve long-term 

benefits while having a blast in one 
exciting hour of calorie-burning, body-
energizing, awe-inspiring movements 
meant to engage and captivate for life. For 
all fitness levels. Dance Emotions, 75 S. 
Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. Every Monday 
and Wednesday at 9 a.m. and Saturdays at 
10 a.m. Drop in or weekly discount rates 
available. Info: Contact Peggy at 914 960-
4097.

Knitting Group. Hats for our 
servicemen and women overseas and 
other ongoing projects for care centers 
and hospitals. Clinton Street Center, 1A 
Clinton St., Pleasantville. 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
Free. Meets every Monday and Wednesday. 
Info: 914-769-2021.

Baby Time. A fun interactive lap sit story 
time. Includes songs, rhymes and a few very 
short stories to give babies an opportunity 
to socialize and parents a time to share. 
Recommended for newborns through 
12 months old. Mount Pleasant Public 
Library, 350 Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 
10 to 10:20 a.m. Free. Every Monday and 
Wednesday through May. Info: 914-769-
0548 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Toddler Time. Uses finger plays, action 
rhymes, songs and stories to encourage 
an enjoyment of books and to stimulate 
early listening skills, learning and speaking 
skills. Recommended for children one 
to two and a half years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford 
Rd., Pleasantville. 10:30 to 11 a.m. Free. 
Every Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
through May. Info: 914-769-0548 or www.

mountpleasantlibrary.org.
Bounce the Baby. Children will enjoy 

simple stories, finger plays and songs. For 
children six months to two years old. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. 
East, Armonk. 11 a.m. Free. Wednesdays 
through June 11. Info: 914-273-3887.

Preschool Story Time. An interactive 
story time using picture books, songs, 
finger plays, action rhymes and other 
activities to encourage the enjoyment 
of books and language. Recommended 
for children two and a half to five years 
old. Mount Pleasant Public Library, 350 
Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 11 to 11:30 
a.m. Free. Every Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday through May. Info: 914-769-0276 or 
www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Support Group for Alzeheimer’s 
Caregivers. Temple Shaaray Tefila and 
Westchester Jewish Community Services 
have scheduled this forum to provide 
a place for caregivers to discuss their 
feelings, share their experiences and 
support one another. A specialist from 
the Alzheimer’s Association will lead the 
group and provide educational materials 
and information. All welcome. Temple 
Shaaray Tefila’s Youth Lounge, 89 Baldwin 
Rd., Baldwin Corners. 11 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. Free. Meets the second and fourth 
Wednesday of each month. Registration 
required. Info and registration: Contact 
the Alzheimer’s Association at 800-272-
3900 or visit www.alz.org/hudsonvalley.

Senior Benefits Information Center. 
Counselors offer older adults one-on-
one counseling covering a broad range 
of topics including Medicare health and 
prescription plans, food stamps, HEAP, 
EPIC, weatherization, minor home repair 
and tax relief programs. Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 Main St., Mount Kisco. 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Free. Every Wednesday. 
Info: 914-231-3260.

Fiber/Yarn Hobby Group. Pleasantville 
Loves Yarn (PLY) is a group of knitters 
and fiber lovers who meet to learn 
from each other and enjoy each other’s 
company. Bring whatever you’re working 
on and share your knowledge or learn 
from the group. All skill levels and any 
fiber/yarn hobby (knitters, crocheters, 
spinners, weavers, etc.) welcome. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 1 to 3 p.m. Free. Info: 914-
769-0548.

Preschool Story Time and Crafts. 
Children first listen to a story and then 
materials are provided to make a fun craft 
based on the story. For children three to six 
years old. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd., East, Armonk. 4 p.m. 
Free. Wednesdays through June 11. Info: 
914-273-3887.

Knitting Club. Come learn to knit, or if 
you already know how, bring your current 
project and enjoy a visit with other knitters 

and crocheters. Beginners should bring 
a pair off size 8 or 10 straight knitting 
needles and skein or worsted weight yarn. 
Open to knitters and crocheters 10 years 
old and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 
100 E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 4 to 5:30 
p.m. Free. Meets every Wednesday. Info: 
914-666-8041.

All Joy and No Fun: The Paradox 
of Modern Parenthood. New York 
Magazine contributing editor, award-
winning journalist and Horace Greeley 
High School graduate Jennifer Senior 
asks the question, “What are the effects 
of children on their parents?” She tackles 
this question, analyzing the ways in which 
children reshape their parents’ lives. 
Chappaqua Public Library, 195 S. Greeley 
Ave., Chappaqua. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-
238-4779 or www.chappaqualibrary.org.

Author Talk and Book Signing Wine 
and Cheese Reception. Pamela Blair, 
author or “Getting Older Better: The Best 
Advice Ever on Money, Health, Creativity, 
Sex, Work Retirement and More,” will 
discuss her positive and practical advice 
for boomers with humor and optimism. 
Rosenthal JCC, 600 Bear Ridge Rd., 
Pleasantville. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-741-
0333.

Thursday, May 29
“Show Me the Money: Accessing Small 

Business Capital.” Manhattanville College 
School of Graduate and Professional 
Studies will host this panel discussion 
for small business owners, entrepreneurs 
and those who plan on starting their 
own business. Participants will also have 
the opportunity to meet representatives 
from M&T Bank, the Small Business 
Administration and the state Small 
Business Development Center. Includes 
a light breakfast. A networking session 
will follow. Reid Castle at Manhattanville 
College, 2900 Purchase St., Purchase. 8:30 
to 11 a.m. Free. Pre-registration required. 
Info and pre-registration: Contact Pat 
DeMarco at 845-356-6065 or email 
GPSevents@mville.edu.

Let Your Yoga Dance Classes. The 
popular Kripalu noon dance class is now 
in Chappaqua! Combines easy dance, 
gentle yoga and great music. Come join 
this noncompetitive, heart pumping and 
joyful experience. Drop-ins welcome. 
Dance Emotions, 75 S. Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua.10 a.m. $20 per 75 min. class. 
Every Tuesday and Thursday. Info: 914-
238-8974 or email claudiayogadance@
gmail.com.

Toddler Time. Uses finger plays, action 
rhymes, songs and stories to encourage 
an enjoyment of books and to stimulate 
early listening skills, learning and speaking 
skills. Mount Pleasant Public Library, 125 
Lozza Drive, Valhalla. 10:30 to 11 a.m. 
Free. Recommended for children one to 

two and a half years old. Info: 914-741-
0276 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Mother Goose Story Time. Children 
will enjoy stories and songs that focus 
on colors, shapes, numbers, letters, 
animals and more. Fun interaction 
between children two to four years old 
and parents and caregivers. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 11 a.m. Free. Also June 12. Info: 
914-273-3887.  

Preschool Story Time. An interactive 
story time using picture books, songs, finger 
plays, action rhymes and other activities 
to encourage the enjoyment of books and 
language. Mount Pleasant Public Library, 
125 Lozza Drive., Valhalla 11 to 11:30 a.m. 
Free. Recommended for children two and 
a half to five years old. Info: 914-741-0276 
or www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Yiddish Vinkle. Yiddish speakers (or 
dabblers) enjoy Yiddish poetry, current 
events, short stories, humor, songs, music 
and great camaraderie. Rosenthal JCC, 600 
Bear Ridge Rd., Pleasantville. 1 to 3 p.m. $6 
suggested donation. Meets every Thursday. 
Info: 914-741-0333 ext. 24 or visit www.
rosenthaljcc.org.

“The Fox on the Fairway.” A hilarious 
romp which pulls the rug out from 
underneath the stuffy denizens of a 
private country club. Filled with mistaken 
identities, slamming doors and over-the-
top romantic shenanigans, this furiously 
paced comedy recalls the Marx Brothers’ 
classics. A charmingly madcap adventure 
about love, life and the eternal love affair 
with golf. White Plains Performing Arts 
Center, 11 City Place, White Plains. 2 p.m. 
$35. Students (high school and younger): 
$25. Also May 30 and 31 at 8 p.m. and June 
1 at 2 p.m. Info and tickets: 914-328-1600 
or visit www.wppac.com.

Multilingual Mother Goose. Learn and 
share songs and rhymes in other languages. 
For children birth to five years old; with 
an adult. Chappaqua Public Library, 195 
S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 2:30 p.m. 
Free. Meets every Thursday. Registration 
required. Info and registration: 914-238-
4779.

Friday, May 30
“Maintaining Environmentally Sound 

Landscapes.” This seminar, offered by 
Westchester County’s Department of 
Planning and Soil and Water Conservation 
District, will address the application 
of environmentally sound practices to 
the management and maintenance of 
man-made landscapes. Geared toward 
professionals in landscape maintenance 
and site management and development as 
well as homeowners, gardeners and others 
interested in environmentally sound 
practices Westchester County Center, 198 
Central Ave., White Plains. Registration 

continued on page 26
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Cites Ongoing 
Battle Over Home 
Field as Issue
By Janine Bowen

After 25 years as the head varsity coach 
of the Pleasantville Panthers’ baseball 
team, Robert “Bobby” Jordon will be 
stepping down at the end of the season. 

Jordon explained that his decision to 
leave the team was a difficult one, but 
stems from the problems that he has had 
with Parkway Field over the last 10 years. 
The field is owned by the village and 
is used by the school through a shared 
services agreement, but over the last few 
years it has not been ready in time for the 
start of the season, forcing the Panthers 
to play early season home games at Pace 
University.

Jordon, who has won more than 300 
games as coach, said village officials are 
doing their best to maintain the fields, 
especially in light of the harsh winter, 
but expressed frustration that the team 
was unable to use the field until Apr. 21 
this year. 

“We’re a small town with not too many 
fields, and if we can’t maintain the ones 
that we have correctly, or at least get kids 
on it early enough, they’re not going to 
be able to play the sport and improve and 
get better,” said Jordon, who guided the 
Panthers to six league championships, 
three sectional finals and an appearance 
in the 1996 state semifinals.

Despite the rough weather the area 
experienced this past winter, many 
neighboring towns were able to have their 
fields ready earlier than Pleasantville, 
Jordon said. He believes that lack of 
access to the field is causing players to 
underperform. 

Since the Marble Avenue facility is 
village owned, the Pleasantville School 
District has neither the right to work on 
the surface nor could it have included 
money for improvements to Parkway 
Field in last week’s $4 million bond 
issue that will see school-owned fields 
upgraded.

Jordon said, however, that since 
announcing his resignation, proper 
communication between the school and 
the village regarding the field has begun. 

In an email, Village Administrator 
Patricia Dwyer conceded that weather 
issues have played a factor in getting 
the Parkway Field baseball diamond 
ready for the season. That problem 
was exacerbated this year after snow 
remained on the ground later than usual 
and several rains followed in March and 
April. 

Dwyer said the village plans to 
continue to work with the district to 
make improvements. 

“Maintenance efforts expended by 

both the village and Pleasantville Union 
Free School District at Parkway Field 
are routinely hampered by weather,” 
she stated. “Despite this fact, there will 
continue to be meetings among my staff 
and representatives from PUFSD to 
coordinate field condition reports and 
inspections, as well as our maintenance 
schedules going forward.”  

Superintendent of Schools Mary Fox-
Alter acknowledged that the village has 
been addressing the district’s concerns 
regarding Parkway Field. She said last 
year the area near the dugouts was 
improved and district and village officials 
have had “a series of very collaborative 

meetings” during the last month. 
Despite his frustrations with issues 

regarding the field, Jordon said he will 
miss coaching, specifically the on-field 
practice and preparation for games, 
team camaraderie and games against the 
Panthers’ rivals.

“We’ve got a successful program here, 
considering the limitations that we do 
have,” he said. 

Jordon, a 1982 Pleasantville High 
School graduate, has been coaching 
baseball in the district for 29 years. He has 
fond memories of past teams, including 
the 1996 squad that finished 23-3 and 
went to the state semifinals and the 1998 
team that competed in sectionals. One 
of his proudest moments, however, was 
when he received the Orlando Ciraco 
Memorial Award, which is handed out 
by umpires each year in recognition of 
service. 

“To be recognized not only by your 
team but then by umpires for service, 

that was a pretty big accomplishment of 
mine,” Jordon said.

Although Jordon will be stepping 
down as coach, he will remain in his 
position as physical education teacher 
at Pleasantville Middle School. Jordon 
made sure to recognize the players and 
their families who made coaching so 
enjoyable.

“I am very grateful to all of the players 
and their parents for their support 
throughout the years, they are what 
makes Pleasantville a special place to 
coach,” he said.

Pleasantville Athletic Director John 
Bauerlein said assistant coach Dan Iario 
will take over as head coach next season. 
Bauerlein expressed appreciation for 
what Jordon has done for the baseball 
program, especially organizing special 
events such as cancer awareness games 
with other schools.

“Anytime you lose a coach that’s put a 
lot of time into a program, it’s not easy,” 
Bauerlein said. “He’s certainly done a 
lot for the baseball program over the 25 
years he’s been head coach. His level of 
professionalism is outstanding [and] he’s 
done a lot of wonderful things for the 
kids.” 

Jordon offered some words of advice 
for Iario when it comes to dealing 
with the sometimes difficult situation 
surrounding Parkway Field. 

“Be patient but also persistent. I 
believe over time I lost the energy to 
fight the fight to have a field that we can 
call our home field and be proud of and 
want to fight for,” he said. “Pace has been 
such gracious neighbors in the past, but 
very few people head over there to watch 
their friends and classmates play.” 

ANDY JACOBS PHOTO
Pleasantville High School baseball head coach 
Bobby Jordon is stepping down after leading the 
team for 25 years.

Longtime Panthers Baseball Coach Jordon Stepping Down From Post

Outgoing Pleasantville baseball coach Bobby 
Jordon teaches the sport to a group of  orphans 
on a recent trip to Russia. 

Creativity and Achievement
Actor and SUNY Purchase alumnus 

Jodi Long was one of two recipients of the  
President’s Award for Distinguished Alumni 
at the college’s commencement ceremonies 
last week. Long, who debuted on Broadway 
at seven years old, continued developing as a 
classical dramatic actor while pursuing her 
degree in acting at Purchase. Throughout the 
1980s and ‘90s, she performed in a number 
of productions on and off-Broadway. In film 
and television, she has acted in a wide range 
of roles, including the current TBS series 
“Sullivan & Son.” Also a writer and producer, 
Long has written the award-winning movie 
“Long Story Short” about her parents’ 
careers as entertainers. She serves on the 
Boards of Visual Communications and the 
Screen Actors Guild. Peter Powchik, senior 
vice president for clinical development and 
Regulatory Affairs at Regeneron, was also 
honored.
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and breakfast at 8 a.m. Seminar at 8:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. $20 if registered by May 
27. $30 after May 27. Info: Contact Kay 
Eisenman at 914-995-4424 or email kle1@
westchestergov.com.

Play and Learn. After 30 minutes of 
structured play, children and adults have 
an opportunity to play freely together with 
building blocks, instruments, beanbags 
and more. For children one to three 
years old. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 11 a.m. 
Free. Also June 9 and 13. Info: 914-273-
3887.

Zumba Gold. Try this low-impact 
approach to Zumba for the older active 
adult and baby boomer with the same 
sassy, sweaty, fun-filled cardio workout in 
an easy learning environment. Ongoing 
classes; drop-ins welcome. Addie-tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza, Pleasantville. 11:15 a.m. to 12:15 
p.m. $12. Four- and eight-week cards 
available. Meets every Friday. Info: 914-
747-0808 or email instructor at olin.amyj@
gmail.com.

Magic: The Gathering With Lucas. 
Drop-in and play. Beginners and 
experienced players welcome. For students 
in grades 7-12. Chappaqua Public Library, 
195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 3:30 to 
4:30 p.m. Free. Meets every Friday through 
June. Info: 914-238-4779.

Decoupage With Michael. Bring an 
old jar or use one of ours to decorate 
with cut-outs from used teen books. Jars 
are yours to keep. For students in grades 
6-12. Chappaqua Public Library, 195 S. 
Greeley Ave. Chappaqua. 3:30 to 4:30 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-238-4779 or www.
chappaqualibrary.org.

LEGO Club for Children. An hour of 
unstructured play for children seven to 12 
years old. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 4 p.m. 
Free. Also June 13. Info: 914-273-3887.

Zumba Fitness Class. Addie-Tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial Plaza 
(lower level), Pleasantville. 5:30 to 6:30 
p.m. $15 a class. $29 for four classes. $55 
for eight classes. Meets every Friday. Info: 
917-215-1720, email AddietudeDance@
gmail.com or visit www.Addie-tude.com. 

Friday Night Cinema and 
Conversation: “Persepolis.” This French 
animated feature enthralled audiences at 
Cannes, bringing a woman’s perspective to 
political and cultural turmoil in Iran. Led 
by LIU Professor Valerie Franco. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-
273-3887.

Movie Night Under the Stars. The Wolf 
Conservation Center will present “The 
Rise of Black Wolf” by Emmy Award-
winning wildlife cinematographer and 
WCC friend Bob Landis. Guests will enjoy 
the screening alongside resident black 
wolf Zephyr and his sister Alawa. Bleacher 

seating available but guests should bring 
beach or camping chairs. After the one-
hour film, guests may visit Atka and the 
center’s critically endangered wolves. 
Please bring flashlights. Wolf Conservation 
Center, South Salem. 8 p.m. Adults: $16. 
Children (under 12): $13. Pre-registration 
required. Info and pre-registration: Visit 
www.nywolf.org.

Old Mill Singers Concert: “Bridging 
the Millenia With Song.” In a farewell 
performance by Director Gary Bratt, the 
singers will sing varied selections including 
hits such as “The Lion Sleeps Tonight,” 
“Proud Mary and “Hey, Soul Sister” and a 
Jersey Boys medley. Clear View School, 489 
Albany Post Rd., Briarcliff Manor. 8 p.m. 
Adults: $15. Seniors: $12. Children: $5. 
Also May 31 at 8 p.m. and June 1 at 3 p.m. 
Info and tickets: Contact Judi Brome at 
914-320-8672 or visit www.oldmillsingers.
org.

Saturday, May 31
Bird Banding. See live wild songbirds 

in the hand as birds are safely captured, 
banded and released. See how this 
important science project works. All ages. 
Will be canceled in the event of rain or 
high wind. Westmoreland Sanctuary, 260 
Chestnut Ridge Rd., Mount Kisco. 8 to 
10 a.m. Members: Free. Non-members: 
$5. Info: 914-666-8448 or visit www.
westmorelandsanctuary.org.

Chappaqua Farmers Market. 
Chappaqua train station, Chappaqua. 
8:30 to 1 p.m. Info: Visit www.
chappaquafarmersmarket.org.

Bluebird House Monitoring. Check on 
the status of our many nesting boxes. A 
variety of birds make nests and raise young 
in these boxes, so this will be a unique 
opportunity to view different nest types, 
eggs and/or young. Wear long pants and 
bring water for a walk. For everyone five 
years old and up. Westmoreland Sanctuary, 
260 Chestnut Ridge Rd., Mount Kisco. 
10 a.m. Members: Free. Non-members: 
$5. Info: 914-666-8448 or visit www.
westmorelandsanctuary.org.

Learn Chair Yoga. Experience greater 
flexibility, cardiovascular endurance, 
improved balance, strengthening and 
toning of muscles, better digestion, stress 
reduction, mental clarity, improved 
breathing, relaxation and an overall sense 
of well-being. No previous yoga or fitness 
experience exercise necessary. Led by 
Alka Tewani, registered yoga therapist 
and certified chair yoga instructor. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 10:30 a.m. Free. Also 
June 7. Info: 914-273-3887. 

Toddler Craft. Toddlers develop their 
fine motor skills creating simple crafts, 
using construction paper, markers and 
glue sticks. Cute crafts that can be taken 
home. For children 18 months to four 
years old. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 11 a.m. 

Free. Also June 5. Info: 914-273-3887.
Wild Edibles at the Wolf Conservation 

Center.  Join this workshop with Sacred 
Warrior founder and herbalist Vanessa 
Chakour to explore and identify some of 
these wild plants that are healers along with 
their uses. Learn to make herbal infusions, 
try some wild salad and other goodies. 
Guests will also visit the center’s wolves. 
Wolf Conservation Center, South Salem. 
11 a.m. $35. Pre-registration required. Info 
and pre-registration: Visit www.nywolf.
org.                        

Author Book Signing. Meet 
Rinku Bhattacharya, blogger at 
CookinginWestchester.com and author 
of “Spices & Seasons: Simple, Sustainable 
Indian Flavors.” The Village Bookstore, 
10 Washington Ave., Pleasantville. 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Free. Info: Visit www.
cookinginwestchester.com.

World Cup Schools Wild West Open 
House. Fun for the entire family. Learn 
about summer and fall programs at World 
Cup Gymnastics, World Cup Nursery 
School and kindergarten and World Cup 
U4Kids. Games and gymnastics rotations, 
prizes, hot dogs, tattoos and swag bags to 
go around all with a Wild West theme. 
The program starts with a gymnastics 
exhibition. World Cup Gymnastics, 160 
Hunts Lane, Chappaqua. 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. 
Free. Info: 914-238-9267 or visit www.
worldcupschools.com.

Muddy Sneakers. Join this wild 
excursion through woods, puddles and 
fields and play in and with nature. All ages. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 2 p.m. Members: $5. Non-
members: $8. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit 
www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Acts of Faith. Discussion led by Eboo 
Patel. Part of the Muslim Journeys Series. 
Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main 
St., Mount Kisco. 2:30 to 4 p.m. Free. 
Registration required Info and registration: 
914-864-0137.

Suzuki Violin Master Class. A class for 
Suzuki violin featuring Allen Leib, one of 
New York City’s most distinguished Suzuki 
teachers. An entertaining and educational 
workshop for students and parents. Music 
Conservatory of Westchester, 216 Central 
Ave., White Plains. 3 p.m. Free. Info: email 
info@musiced.org.  

Evening Howl for Pups of All Ages. 
Visit the wolves during their favorite hour-
-dusk. Learn about the mythology, biology 
and ecology of wolf families and discover 
why spring is a magical time for packs in 
North America. Guests will take a short 
sunset hike to howl with Ambassador 
wolves Atka, Alawa and Zephyr and visit 
the critically endangered Mexican wolves. 
Weather appropriate treats served. Please 
bring flashlights. Wolf Conservation 
Center, South Salem. 7 p.m. Adults: $16. 
Children (under 12): $13. Pre-registration 
required. Info and pre-registration: Visit 
www.nywolf.org.

Sunday, June 1
Church Service. St. John’s Episcopal 

Church, 8 Sunnyside Ave., Pleasantville. 
Rite I Holy Eucharist at 8 a.m. Rite III, a 
service geared toward families with young 
children at 9:15 a.m. Rite II Choral Service 
Holy Eucharist at 10:45 a.m. Every Sunday. 
Info: 914-769-0053.

Northern Westchester Hospital’s 
Second Annual Survivorship Day: A 
Celebration of Life. All cancer survivors 
and their families are invited for a 
continental breakfast and celebratory 
activities. Speakers at the event will include a 
cancer survivor and Dr. Alfred Tinger, chief 
of radiation oncology at NWH. Integrative 
therapies such as nutrition, expressive 
writing and exercise will be showcased. 
Marilyn Leroy-Sterling, a Masters-
prepared nurse practitioner with oncology 
experience will be available to answer 
questions and speak about the hospital’s 
Cancer Survivorship Program. Holiday 
Inn, 1 Holiday Inn Drive, Mount Kisco. 10 
a.m. to noon. Free. Registration required. 
Info and registration: 914-666-1810 or visit 
www.nwhconnect.org/2014Survivorship.

The Garden Conservancy’s Open Days 
Program. Visit up to three gardens in 
northern Westchester: the garden of Phillis 
Warden, 531 Bedford Center Rd., Bedford 
Hills; the garden of Barbara and Tom Israel, 
296 Mount  Holly Rd., Katonah; and the 
garden of Vivian and Ed Merrin, 2547 Maple 
Ave., Cortlandt Manor. Warden and Israel 
gardens open 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The Merrin 
garden open 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. $5 per garden. 
Info: Visit www.gardenconservancy.org.

Turtle Monitoring Group. Participants 
will learn techniques for marking turtles 
for identification, handling procedures, 
record keeping of general information such 
as weight, ages estimates and sex. Must 
be at least eight years old. Westmoreland 
Sanctuary, 260 Chestnut Ridge Rd., Mount 
Kisco. 10:30 a.m. Members: Free. Non-
members: $5. Pre-registration required. 
Info and pre-registration: Email lricker@
westmorelandsanctuary.org.

Teaching Trails: A Community Path for 
Environmental Education. Join guided trail 
experience through the woodland forest. 
Discover who left that track, which tree 
makes the best animal home or which plant 
makes its own heat to help melt through 
the late winter ice. Program runs about 30 
minutes. Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 
Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 11:30 a.m. Free. 
Every Sunday in June. Info: 914-723-3470 
or visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Albanian-American Heritage 
Celebration. Enjoy live music and sports 
activities including soccer and volleyball. 
Traditional arts and crafts items will be 
available for purchase along with delicious 
Albanian foods and beverages for sale. 
Bring blankets or folding chairs. Rain or 
shine. Kensico Dam Plaza, Valhalla. 12 to 
7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-864-PARK or visit 
www.parks.westchestergov.com.                             

continued from page 24
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Last week my Uncle Charlie passed away 
peacefully at age 93. Below, in his honor, 
I’m reprising a past column describing 
our wine-making adventure and the 
accompanying family history.

“It’s time.” The 
call from Uncle 
Charlie that I had 
been anticipating 
came last Thursday. 
The grapes that we 
had crushed 13 days 
ago have reached 
the ideal level of 
fermentation. The 
grapes are now 

ready to be “pressed.”
As I arrive at Uncle Charlie’s, I eagerly 

begin my assignments as his apprentice. 
But this year is going to be different. 
As we don our aprons and gloves, he 

informs me that he has decided 
that, after a half century, this will 
be his last year making wine. “Are 
you ready to assume the mantle of 
family winemaker next year?” 
he asks. 

I have been anticipating 
this question since last year, 
when he intimated that he wasn’t sure how 
long his (still healthy) octogenarian body 
could continue. I was eager to carry on the 

centuries-old family tradition, but unsure 
if I had acquired the necessary skills at 
Uncle Charlie’s apron strings.

I had decided that my performance 
during the 2009 winemaking season 
would be the determining factor. If, upon 
its conclusion, I felt comfortable with my 
acquired skills and could make the long-
term commitment, I would carry on. The 
moment of truth had arrived. 

But first, on to the tasks at hand. 
I carefully watch and listen at the side 

of the master craftsman. Unexpectedly, 
chapters of our family history emerge. At 
each step, as I engage in the manual, labor-
intensive aspects of the winemaking, I 

find myself ruminating on 
the historical and emotional 
significance present in the tools 
and vessels I am working with. 

The first task is the preparation 
of the oak barrel used to store 

the fermented grape juice. 
Uncle Charlie shares its 

history with me; I find myself 
evolving into the willing family 

historian. This particular barrel 
has been in use since Grandpa’s 

cousin Nick started making wine in 
the States over 60 years ago. His legacy 
is carried on in this inanimate object, 

which suddenly takes on a historical and 
emotional attachment for me.

The second step entails the transferring 
of the juice from the holding tanks to the 
barrel. Over 75 percent of the juice was 
extracted through the crush. We use metal 
pots to drain the juice and transfer it to 
the barrel. These two copper pots were 
handcrafted in Italy for my grandmother 
as soon as her husband sent word from the 
States that, after 14 intermittent years, she 
and her four children would 
be reunited with him. 
Unsure of what awaited her 
in the States, but certain that 
she needed to provide food 
for her family, this devoted, 
asthma-afflicted woman 
felt that the most important 
assets for her transatlantic 
trip were cooking utensils. Again 
inanimate objects take on a historical and 
emotional attachment.

On to the third step, the pressing of the 
fermented grape pulp and skins. The last 
25 percent of juice extraction consumes 
75 percent of the time commitment (and 
effort) this day. I transfer the crushed 
grapes to an ancient press, a good 
portion of which was handcrafted by my 
grandfather, and manually squeeze out 

the remaining juice. We use a battered, 
well worn funnel for this transfer. Uncle 
Charlie shares its history with me; I 
continue my evolution into the willing 
family historian. My grandfather was a 
gifted craftsman who was never able to 
ply his talent in the States. However, he 
handcrafted the exquisite object of art 
that I was now holding in my hand to 
assist in winemaking. Another inanimate 
object takes on a historical and emotional 
attachment.

Our labors completed, I sit down with 
Uncle Charlie, over lunch prepared by 

Aunt Terry, to recap the 
day and to consider his 
proposal. He looks at 
me with anticipation. I 
look back at him with 
trepidation. Filled with 
the emotions evoked by 
my trip back in time, I 
break the ice. “I’m ready” I 

declare with certainty.
Nick Antonaccio is a 35-year 

Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years 
he has conducted wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

In Memoriam: Uncle Charlie and His Wine Tradition

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

By Nick Antonaccio

 ‘I will carry on the legacy.’
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s Find out what the 

Indigo Girls already 
know about The 

Grifter's new album, 
Dangerous World 
–"Songs that stick 

like glue with a 
voice I can't get 

enough of." 
- Emily Saliers of the 

Indigo Girls 

Call 914-403-7053 for information on purchasing the album or visit bcmtunes.com

Available on I-tunes 
and Amazon.com

BIG THINGS
ARE IN THE
WORKS AT 

PCTV
FIND OUT HOW YOU CAN PARTICIPATE  
AND/OR DONATE TO HELP BUILD A 
BETTER COMMUNITY FOR EVERYONE  
AT PCTV76.ORG.
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A Fitting Tribute

Dream Kitchens & Baths

• CRAFT-MAID
• BIRCHCRAFT
• HOLIDAY
• CABICO 
• STONE
• QUARTZ
• CORIAN
• DECORATIVE     HARDWARE

164 Harris Road 
Bedford Hills
914.241.3046 
www.euphoriakitchens.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1965

HOURS: 
Tuesday - Friday 10:30am-5pm 
Saturday 11am-4pm 

GC Lic.#WC-16224-HO5

Complete Design and Installation Services

Former Secretary of State and 
Chappaqua resident Hillary Clinton 
helps the Town of New Castle 
commemorate Memorial  Day


