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Crunch Time on the Tur f

Austin Tomasetti of Pleasantville
Battles Matt Grotta of Byram Hills
During a Saturday Afternoon Thriller
Decided in the Final Few Seconds 
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By Andy Jacobs
Briarcliff ’s Rachel Julie has been 

swinging a hot bat ever since her two-
run double in the bottom of the seventh 
inning a couple of weeks ago lifted the 
Bears to a come-from-behind victory 
over Rye. 

This past Saturday, she showed no 
signs of slowing down, providing five 
more hits as the Bears romped to the 
championship at their annual Booster 
Club Varsity Softball Tournament with a 
pair of lopsided wins. Julie had two hits 
and walked three times in the title game, 
earning most valuable player honors 
after leading Briarcliff to a 13-3 triumph 
over Byram Hills. 

“Rachel’s been doing a great job for 
us,” said Bears coach Lindsay Zekus, 
shortly after handing out the tourney’s 
MVP award to her sophomore third 
baseman. “She’s been superb the last, 
like, six games hitting the ball really hard 
and getting on base for us. Whether it’s 
by hits or walking, she’s been our main 
run scorer.”

After collecting three hits, including 
two doubles, and knocking in three runs 
in the Bears’ 12-0 rout of Keio in the 
tournament’s opening round earlier in 
the day, Julie belted a booming double 
to the gap in left-center field that drove 
in two runs and highlighted Briarcliff ’s 
seven-run second inning that all but 
decided the outcome against the Bobcats. 

Byram Hills had earned its place in the 
title game by crushing Hamilton 20-0 in 
the other first-round matchup behind 
three RBIs from Alex Sapone and two 
each by winning pitcher Maggie Croke 
and Danielle Adiletta. Facing Briarcliff, 
the Bobcats wasted little time getting on 
the scoreboard again as Sapone slammed 
a long RBI triple in the first inning and 
soon scored on Adiletta’s ground out.

Unfortunately for the Bobcats, their 
early 2-0 lead didn’t last very long and 
they were soon faced with a huge deficit 
as Briarcliff, after tying the game in the 
bottom of the first, sent 12 batters to the 

plate in a second-inning eruption. 
“I didn’t have any worries,” said Zekus 

about her team falling behind in the 
opening inning, which was delayed for 
10 minutes by rain after the Bobcats had 
batted. “I knew we were hitting today. I 
knew we were gonna pull through.”

When play resumed following the 
brief rain, the Bears came up for the first 
time and evened the game on a two-
out,  line-drive double to left by Shivani 
Dave that brought home Julie and Jackie 
Contento, both of whom had reached on 

walks. Sarah Goldstein followed with a 
single, but was thrown out trying to take 
an extra base and the Bears would have 
to wait a bit longer to grab the lead.  

Their wait ended an inning later as 
Alex Linares led off the second with a 
double, Briana Fernandez beat out a 
sacrifice bunt attempt and Denise Haxhia 
walked to load the bases. Molly Charney 
reached on an error that scored Linares 
with the run that gave Briarcliff the lead 
for good. Fernandez was cut down at the 
plate trying to score behind Linares, but 
moments later Julie came through with 

her two-run double that stretched the 
Bears’ lead to 5-2. 

Julie moved to third on a single by 
Contento and soon raced home on a 
delayed double steal. After walks to 
Teresa Marinaccio and Dave loaded the 
bases, Goldstein lined her second hit of 
the game, a  single to center that gave the 
Bears a 7-2 cushion. Linares walked on 
four pitches, forcing home Marinaccio, 
and the final run of the inning scored on 
a fielder’s choice grounder to shortstop 
Danielle Skelly. 

continued on page S 6
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Briarcliff’s Big Second Inning Overwhelms the Bobcats

Teresa Marinaccio of  Briarcliff  watches the ball 
jump off  her bat during the Bears’ 13-3 win over 
Byram Hills.

Shortstop Danielle Skelly of  Byram Hills moves 
over to cover second base in case of  a steal 
attempt by a Briarcliff  base runner.

Briarcliff  center fielder Sarah Goldstein makes a 
catch despite colliding with right fielder Briana 
Fernandez in the Bears’ win vs. Byram Hills.

Briarcliff’s Denise Haxhia pitches in the title game 
of  the Bears’ annual Booster Club Tournament.

Byram Hills infielder Sarah Rose and Briarcliff  runner Sarah Goldstein wait for the umpire’s call after a 
close play at second base.

Byram Hills’ Alex Sapone takes a mighty swing as 
she bats in the seventh inning of  Saturday’s game 
at Briarcliff.

Briarcliff’s Rachel Julie, the tournament MVP, runs 
the bases in the championship game.



May 6 - May 12, 2014www.TheExaminerNews.com S-3

By Andy Jacobs
After scoring three consecutive goals 

late in the fourth quarter in what seemed 
like the blink of an eye on Saturday 
afternoon, the Pleasantville boys’ lacrosse 
team suddenly found itself deadlocked 
with host  Byram Hills and on the verge of 
an improbable come-from-behind victory. 

Unfortunately for the Panthers, they 
couldn’t win the most important face-off 
of the afternoon with just over a minute 
remaining. The Bobcats gained possession 
and Nick Vettoretti soon provided the 
game-deciding goal, sneaking in from 
behind the cage to fire a shot from the 
left doorstep past goalie Chris Doerr with 
16 seconds left on the clock that enabled 
Byram Hills to escape with a thrilling 12-
11 win over the Panthers. 

“Obviously, when momentum swings, 
you want to swing it back in your direction 
and that face-off really did that for us,” said 
Bobcats coach James Ardizone afterwards. 
“We made some adjustments in personnel 
and we put a little more speed on the attack 
and it ended up working out for us.”

Vettoretti’s winning goal put a halt to 
a big Panther comeback bid that began 
with successive goals by Greg Drillock 
and concluded with Baylor Rosenbaum’s 
game-tying shot just 66 seconds before the 
final buzzer. 

“Well, face-offs have been an issue for us 
all year,” said disappointed Panthers coach 
Chris Kear, “and we needed a big one there 
and we just didn’t come up with it. It was 
an issue all game as well. If you can’t win 
face-offs, you can’t score a goal and then 
come down and score another goal. So it 
causes problems and it could be an issue 
for us in sectionals.”

In a game that featured three lead 
changes, half a dozen ties and quite a 
few wild battles for ground balls up and 
down the field, the Panthers got on the 
scoreboard first as Drillock tallied the first 
of his five goals nearly three minutes in. 
The Bobcats responded with back-to-back 
goals by Austin Raichelson and David 
Lachs just 12 seconds apart to grab their 
first lead of the day midway through the 
first quarter. 

By the end of the opening period, 
Rosenbaum had scored his first of three 
goals and Josh Della Puca collected the 

first of his two as Pleasantville seized a 3-2 
edge. But just 25 seconds into the second 
quarter, the Panthers’ Owen Reda, whose 
junior season was wiped out by an ACL 
injury, went sprawling awkwardly to the 
turf while fighting for possession of a loose 
ball along the sideline. 

“I think he just landed on his ankle 
funny, so he might be fine in a couple days,” 
said Kear about Reda, who was forced to 
watch from the bench. “I’m sure he wishes 
he could be out there and make a play or 
two.”

Reda did make a return to the field in 
the final moments, trying to help rally his 
team, but, as Kear noted, “he could hardly 
run. You’ve got to play with who’s healthy 
and we just didn’t have enough healthy legs 
and we looked tired today.”

Still, the Panthers managed to take a 
one-goal lead into halftime as Brendan 
Halloran, who earlier in the week became 
the school’s all-time leading scorer, ended 
a nearly eight-minute scoreless drought 
when he picked up an errant pass on the 
left side of the cage and slipped a shot past 
Bobcat goalie Wesley Cutler 90 seconds 
before intermission. The Bobcats had tied 
the contest at 4-all on a pair of goals by 
Payton Levine just 19 seconds apart early 
in the second quarter.

The Bobcats tied the game on 
Raichelson’s second goal of the hot, humid 
day 78 seconds into the second half. 

They wound up outscoring Pleasantville 
4-1 in the third quarter, building an 8-6 
advantage on Levine’s third goal of the 
day with exactly three minutes left in the 
period, on a quick counter attack after the 
Panthers’ Rosenbaum had been denied 
point blank at the other end of the field. 

Goals by Rosenbaum and Drillock a 
minute apart early in the fourth quarter 
tied the game, but Byram Hills scored the 
next three goals and seemingly was on its 
way to an impressive victory until Drillock 
began the last-ditch Panther comeback bid 
with a goal from right of the cage with 3:05 
to go. Drillock’s fifth goal of the game, with 
1:24 left, brought Pleasantville within 11-
10. 

Just 10 seconds later, Della Puca was sent 
to the turf in a heap after getting leveled 
while firing a potential game-tying shot at 
the Byram Hills goal. Even without him, 
though, the Panthers tied the game just 
eight seconds later as Rosenbaum took 
a pass left of the circle from Drillock and 
guided the ball past  Cutler into the back 
of the net.

That set the stage for the all-important 
face-off, which the Bobcats controlled and 
then got the decisive goal from Vettoretti, 
who took advantage of a Panther defensive 
breakdown to run in unguarded from 
behind the cage in the final 20 seconds. 
The Panthers won the ensuing face-off 
and called a timeout with 9.5 seconds left, 
but Drillock, after dodging left and right 
in front of the circle in the final couple of 

seconds, was unable to get off a shot. 
“It’s one of the biggest wins of the 

season,” said the Bobcats’ Ardizone, who 
ranked it right up with the Bobcats’ victory 
over North Rockland in late March. “This 
is a very good team that we faced today. So 
to be able to come out and play more of a 
complete game today, this is definitely a big 
win for us. We’ve been able to put quarters 
and halves together, but hadn’t put a full 
game together. So we’re happy.”

Kear, of course, certainly wasn’t. “As a 
team, we looked a little bit tired today,” he 
said. “I think that was an issue, and the heat 
didn’t help. But, no excuses, we just didn’t 
play well. It just wasn’t a good performance 
at all. It’s not what we wanted going into 
sectionals. We wanted some momentum 
and to fly into sectionals with some real 
heat, but it didn’t happen today.”

A Last-Minute Goal Lifts Byram Hills Past the Panthers
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The victorious Bobcats celebrate moments after 
defeating Pleasantville 12-11 on Saturday.

Nick Vettoretti of  Byram Hills gets inside the Panther defense to score the winning goal in the final seconds of  Saturday’s game vs. visiting Pleasantville.

Jack Drillock of  Pleasantville moves the ball up the 
field vs. host Byram Hills as Matt Grotta defends.

Byram Hills goalie Wesley Cutler lands on top of  
Brendan Halloran of  Pleasantville as they battle 
for possession of  a loose ball during Saturday’s 
12-11 Bobcat win.

Brendan Sencer of  Byram Hills has the ball 
knocked off  his stick as he attempts to get past 
Greg Driscoll of  Pleasantville.

Pleasantville’s Josh Della Puca tries to run past 
Rob Grande of  Byram Hills on Saturday afternoon.
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SPORTS
SCENE

Focus
on

Lacrosse
Fox Lane’s Alison Moky brings the ball up the field 
in Friday’s home game.

Raquel Gaudio of  Byram Hills searches for a 
teammate to pass to vs. the visiting Rye Garnets.

Fox Lane’s Keely Connors passes the ball in 
Friday’s easy win over Ossining.

Fox Lane’s Ryder Beitzel moves the ball along the 
left sideline in Friday’s rout of  visiting Scarsdale.

Zander Levitz of  Greeley loods for a scoring 
opportunity during last Tuesday’s game against 
the host Bobcats.

Byram Hills’ Marissa Miller tries to maneuver her 
way past the Rye defense during Friday’s game.

Adam Markhoff  of  Fox Lane unleashes a shot 
during the Foxes’ lopsided win vs. Scarsdale on 
Friday.

Payton Levine of  Byram Hills passes the ball from 
behind the cage in last Tuesday’s home game vs. 
Horace Greeley.

Lindsay West of  Fox Lane heads for the goal in the 
Foxes’ rout of  visiting Ossining.

Matt Harrison of  Fox Lane gets set to pass the 
ball in the Foxes’ 15-1 victory over Scarsdale on 
Friday evening.

Above: Greeley’s Sam Mishkind works his way 
toward the cage as Cooper Marley of  Byram Hills 
defends in last week’s game, won by the Quakers.

Left: Horace Greeley goalie Noah Weissman 
patrols around the crease in last week’s Quaker 
victory at Byram Hills.

Emily Byrne of  Byram Hills controls the ball as 
she moves behind the goal in Friday’s home game 
vs. Rye.
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Joe Giacomo of  Westlake clears a hurdle.
Briarcliff’s Cole DiNome (far left) and 
Pleasantville’s Eli Waxler (center) lead the pack 
in the 3200.

Briarcliff’s Peter Gasperini runs in the 400.

Kevin Proctor of  Pleasantville gets airborne as he 
competes in the triple jump.

Westake’s Katarina Maric competes in the 100 
hurdles.

Briarcliff’s Sharon Luan tries to clear the bar en 
route to winning the high jump.

Briarcliff’s Caroline Pennacchio took first in both 
the 1500 and the 3000. Kate Pinchiaroli of  Westlake runs in the 800.

TRACK & FIELD
League Championship
Westlake High School

Wednesday, May 7, 2014

Kristen Aviles of  Westlake competes in the high 
jump at last week’s league championships.

Erika Bonnano of  Westlake gets set to toss the 
discus. 

Pleasantville’s Danielle Murray runs in the 400.
Right: Hanna Kapoor of  Briarcliff  competes in the 
100 hurdles.

Westlake’s Gareth O’Connor competes in the pole 
vault at last week’s league championships.
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The huge second inning by the Bears 
was quite disappointing  for Byram Hills 
coach Sarah Kinsley, who was hoping 
her team could sweep both of its games 
Saturday and improve to 9-5 this season.

“The first game we were here, mentally 
and physically,” she said. “We didn’t have 
any errors, we hit the ball. Second game, 
we struggled with pitching and then 
from there we just mentally were not 
here. And then we lost focus.”

Byram Hills did threaten in the top 
of the third as the first two batters, 
Paulina Schiliro and Skelly, both singled. 
But Haxhia, the Bears’ senior pitcher, 
got Croke to pop out to third and then 
retired Sapone on a fly ball that center 
fielder Goldstein grabbed in a near-
collision with Fernandez. A ground ball 
to short by Adiletta ended the inning. 

An RBI single by Marinaccio, the 
freshman who had pitched the shutout 
against Keio and joined Haxhia, Croke 
and Adiletta on the all-tournament 
team, stretched the Bears’ lead to 10-2 
after three innings. The Bobcats scored 
their third and final run in the top of the 
fifth as Schiliro led off with her second 
hit and eventually scored on a fielder’s 
choice grounder off the bat of Hayley 

Croke. 
But the Bobcats left the bases loaded, 

and in the bottom of the inning Briarcliff, 
taking advantage of three more walks, 
added two more runs. Fernandez drove 

in one of them with an infield hit. The 
final Bears’ run came in the sixth on a 
Dave sacrifice fly. Haxhia gave up a 
leadoff single to Maggie Croke in the 
seventh, but then retired the next three 
Bobcats to end the game.

“Everyone contributed all day,” said  
Zekus. “There was no one person that 
stood out above anybody else. Everybody 
hit, everybody scored for us. We played 
excellent defense. We were errorless all 
day, which helps lead to the wins.”

The Bobcats’ Kinsley, meanwhile, 
figured her team’s chance at the tourney 
title may have disappeared during the 
long wait between games. 

“The crazy weather and, I think, the 
down time,” she said. “We played at 
11 and then we didn’t play again until 
basically 4. It was hard to get them 
mentally back into it. They should be 
ready to go, but we weren’t.”

The  Bears and Bobcats had taken the 
field about 90 minutes behind schedule 
because the consolation game between 
Keio and Hamilton was delayed for an 
hour in the first inning when a storm 
came through. But Zekus, basking in 
her first Booster Club championship as 
the Briarcliff coach, had no reason to 
complain about the day’s wild weather.

“Yeah, crazy,” she said. “But, you know 
what, it turned out to be beautiful.”

Briarcliff’s Big Second Inning Overwhelms the Bobcats
continued from page S2

Briarcliff  shortstop Molly Charney throws to first 
base for an out during Saturday’s tournament 
game.

Rachel Julie of  Briarcliff  smacks the ball while 
hitting late in Saturday’s Bear victory over the 
Bobcats.

To purchase a digital file, 
email us at 

photos@
theexaminernews.com. 
Just include the name of  

the student athlete  
featured in the picture  

or pictures you’re  
interested in buying, the Tuesday 

publication date in which  
the image or images appeared  

and the page number or numbers.  
Photos are $20 each.

Like
our 

SPorTS 
PhoToS? 



May 6 - May 12, 2014www.TheExaminerNews.com S-7

By Skip Pearlman
Things were looking bleak for the 

Briarcliff High School baseball team 
Friday night, with the Bears’ offense 
looking punchless while remaining 
scoreless for the first four innings against 
Nanuet.

But Briarcliff ’s bats came alive in the 
bottom of the fifth inning with two runs 
to tie the game, and the Bears pushed 
seven more home in the sixth to ice a 
9-2 victory under the lights at Dutchess 
Stadium in Wappingers Falls. 

Senior righty Chris Marinaccio (4-
1) picked up the win for the Bears, 
throwing a complete game and allowing 
one earned run on four hits as Briarcliff 
improved to 9-5 overall. Marinaccio 
struck out three and walked two. Joe 
Dillon (2-1) took the loss for the Golden 
Knights, who fell to 7-9. 

Some sloppy defense allowed Nanuet 
to plate two runs in the bottom of the 
second, but Marinaccio buckled down 
and didn’t allow the Knights anything 
after that. 

The Briarcliff offense didn’t get on 
track until the fifth inning, when the 
Bears finally managed to even the score. 
Then in the bottom of the sixth, the Bears 
loaded the bases for Rob Contento, who 
smashed a triple to clear the bases. Mike 
King and Cameron Johnson each drove 
in two runs, Kevin Louie had an RBI 
and Jake Hertz went 2-for-3 with an RBI 
double.

“Marinaccio pitched well for us,” Bears 
coach John Consorti said. “They only 
scored two runs. We committed a couple 
of errors. But he was in command all 

night and gave us a good chance to win 
the game.”

Consorti said his players were more 
patient at the plate as the game went on. 

“We were hitting the ball later in the 
game, working the count,” he said. “We 
had some walks and some hit batters 
in the sixth, and we were a little more 
patient. Defensively, Kevin Louie, our 
shortstop, made a couple of nice plays. 
He really played a good game, very solid, 
and Marano had a nice game for us at 
first. And Hertz, Contento, King and 
Johnson all had big hits for the team.”

Briarcliff also picked up an 11-0 win 
over Riverside of Yonkers Saturday at 
Briarcliff. 

Johnson earned his first win of the 

season on the mound for the Bears, 
tossing a complete-game, one-hit 
shutout. Johnson fanned 11 batters 
without issuing a walk.

Hertz, Louie and Johnson each drove 
in two runs for Briarcliff, and Marano 
and Joe Canonaco had an RBI apiece. 
Contento also had an RBI double.

“He did a really nice job,” Consorti 
said of Johnson. “He hasn’t had a lot of 

opportunities, but when he’s pitched he’s 
done a nice job. He was outstanding. 
And Hertz, Louie and Johnson were all 
big for us at the plate.”

Briarcliff was set to visit Ossining 
today (Tuesday) at 4:30. The Bears are 
at Croton Wednesday at 4:30, then face 
Keio Friday at SUNY Purchase at 7 p.m. 
and travel to Valhalla Saturday for an 11 
a.m. start.

On Sunday, May 18 the New Castle 
Recreation and Parks Department 
will hold its 27th New Castle 10K 
Road Race. The title sponsor for this 
year’s event is New Castle Physical 
Therapy and Personal Training.

Come for an exhilarating run on 
one of the most challenging courses 
and scenic landscapes Westchester 
has to offer. This year’s journey has 
a start time of 8:10 a.m.

You’ll head out on your run 
knowing that you are fully supported 
with a police escort, course 
marshals, split-timer, water stations, 
and if necessary, a sag wagon, just 
in case you can’t quite finish the 
course. Following the run you’ll 
enjoy refreshments and an awards 
ceremony for the top finishers in 
each category.

Immediately following the start 
of the 10K, the Family Fun run will 
start at Recreation Field adjacent to 
New Castle Town Hall beginning at 
8:15 a.m. This run incorporates the 
excitement of the 10K but on a much 
smaller scale. All family members 
are invited to take a run with us.

Pre-registration may be done in 
advance up to Thursday, May 15 
by submitting the registration form 
with payment to the New Castle 
Recreation & Parks Department. 
The pre-registration race fee is $20. 
The race brochure/registration form 
is available at the department office 
and can also be downloaded from 
the “Recreation & Parks” page of the 
town website, www.mynewcastle.
org.

On the day of the event, on-
site registration will be held from 
6:45 to 8 a.m. at New Castle Town 
Hall, located at 200 S. Greeley Ave. 
The on-site registration fee is $25. 
Official commemorative t-shirts 
will be provided to the first 150 
participants to register. The Family 
Fun Run is free.

This year’s race is supported by 
New Castle Physical Therapy and 
Personal Training, BD Logowear, 
Dave’s Fencing, Dunkin Donuts–
Chappaqua, Teaches Basketball 
Camps and Town of New Castle 
PBA.

Late Rally Lifts the Bears to a Win at Dutchess Stadium
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Cameron Johnson of  Briarcliff  had a two-run 
double, and got the win on the mound against 
Riverside. 

Join us for the New Castle 10K 
Road Race and Family Fun Run

Briarcliff’s Kevin Louie (2) gets force at second and throws to first Friday at Dutchess Stadium. 

Chris Marinaccio went the distance for the Bears in 
a win over Nanuet. 

Briarcliff’s Rob Contento had a three-run triple in 
a win Friday night. 
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Briarcliff’s Sophie Feuer
Speeds to a Couple of Wins
at the League Championships

Catch Me If  You Can
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