
By Neal Rentz
More than five years ago, with the 

country in the throes of a crippling 
recession, the thought of new 
development in Westchester County 
seemed light years away. But in 2014, 
Mount Pleasant is the latest municipality 
in the area that is experiencing a 
commercial construction boom.

There is the Pace University 
consolidation project, two new office 
buildings and a parking structure 
for Regeneron Pharmaceuticals in 
Hawthorne, and the conversion of a 
portion of the Legion of Christ property 
in Valhalla for use by a boarding high 
school. A major renovation of ShopRite 
in Thornwood also is scheduled to begin 
within the next few weeks.

“It’s an excellent time for the town,” 
said Building Inspector Sal Pennelle, 

who took The Examiner on a recent tour 
of the four projects. 

The work points to an improving 
economy in Mount Pleasant; the projects 
have already generated about 300 jobs, 
and more are expected.

“It’s making contractors and men go to 
work,” Pennelle said. “There’s plenty of 
work out here.” 

The first phase of Pace’s Master Plan 
project, which will eventually lead to 
the closing and anticipated sale of the 
university’s Briarcliff Manor campus, 
will see the construction of a one-story 
environmental center and a storage 
building for the facility in the northern 
section of the campus. One of the 
buildings that make up the current 
environmental center will be moved to 
the new location, while the remainder 

By Janine Bowen
The oldest service organization in 

Pleasantville is turning 90.
The Pleasantville Rotary Club, which 

began as an outgrowth of the White 
Plains Rotary in 1924, has spent the past 
nine decades supporting causes not only 
within the two-square mile village but 
around the globe. 

To celebrate Pleasantville Rotary’s 
milestone, a dinner dance will be held this 
Thursday, Apr. 24 at Stone Manor 101 in 
Hawthorne.

“We’re proud of everything we’ve done 
because everything has a meaning,” said 
the organization’s Chairwoman Janet 
DiBenedetto. 

Over the years, Pleasantville Rotary 
has worked to help support local 
students, with one of its longest lasting 

contributions—helping the Pleasantville 
Scholarship Fund. Over the years, 
Pleasantville Rotary has distributed nearly 
$150,000 in scholarships. In addition, it 
has sponsored a long-standing student 
exchange program and, most recently, 
contributed to the edible garden, which 
opened at Pleasantville High School last 
year. 

The club has also supported a variety 
of local organizations, including 
Pleasantville Community Television 
(PCTV), the Pleasantville Volunteer 
Ambulance Corps, Food Bank for 
Westchester and Maria Fareri Children’s 
Hospital. 

Internationally, Pleasantville Rotary 
has helped to feed 600 children in need 
each day through the Rotary International 

By Martin Wilbur
New Castle officials plan to update 

residents this week on the status of the 
popular Take It or Leave It shop after the 
recent announcement that an outside 
organization could operate the facility 
sparked public outcry.

Unreliable help from volunteers and 
concerns that some nonresidents were 
taking items to sell online prompted the 
board to consider an agreement with Big 
Brothers Big Sisters to run the shed.

The shop, located at the town’s recycling 
center on Hunts Lane, is currently open 
Saturday mornings from 8 a.m. to noon. 
It accepts gently used items such as toys, 
sports equipment and kitchen items and 
allows residents to browse and pick up 
items free of charge. However, since it’s 

staffed solely by volunteers finding enough 
people has been problematic, Supervisor 
Robert Greenstein said.

He also said that it was brought to the 
board’s attention that people who did not 
live in town were stopping by on a regular 
basis, taking items and listing them for sale 
on eBay.

“This is an issue of spending money and 
we have a private company that’s willing to 
do it for free, we have to give that serious 
consideration, especially when it meets the 
goals of the program, which is to keep the 
stuff out of the landfills,” Greenstein said.

A group of residents, alarmed at the 
possibility that there could be changes to 
the shed’s operation, appealed to the board 
at the Apr. 8  town board meeting. Resident 
Christine Nichols said it would be “a big 
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of the current center’s buildings will be 
demolished, Pennelle said. 

The new environmental center is 
scheduled to be completed this summer, 
said Mark Zych, a project executive with 
Kirchhoff-Consigli, the construction 
management firm.

In about two months, construction of 
the two new student residence halls in 
the center of the campus will begin.

 “(That) is probably the biggest part 
of the project,” Pennelle said.

Zych said the two new student 
residence halls will have a combined 
capacity of 760 students. The student 
center will be expanded and renovated 
to provide additional dining and 
student services space.

Bill Link, Pace’s director of physical 
plants, said the project was important 
to the future of the college. 

“This is a major step,” Link said. 
“It will help build a lot of campus 
spirit. Right now, these students feel 
disconnected. They live in Briarcliff, 
but all the activities are over here in 
Pleasantville.”

The project is scheduled for 
completion by September 2016, Link 
said.

BioMed Realty, the property owner at 

777 Old Saw Mill River Rd. where the 
Regeneron Pharmaceuticals project is 
being built, is constructing two five-
story office buildings. Work on a new 
four-story parking garage with 765 
spaces will soon commence. 

Pennelle said the two office buildings 
will be used for research. All three 
structures are scheduled to open in 
summer 2015, he said.

“Basically, we’re building a cold, hard 
shell,” said Ronald Salvatore, assistant 
project manager for construction 
company C.W. Brown Inc. 

The two office buildings will be 
“completely enclosed” and another 
contractor will be responsible for the 
interior construction, he said.

For years, town officials have wanted 
the Legion of Christ property on 
Columbus Avenue to be returned to the 
tax rolls. When EF International bought 
the property last year, that wish was 
realized. Since March the school has 
been in the process of making internal 
renovations to transform existing 
buildings into a boarding school for 
high school students. EF International 
will move its high school program from 
Tarrytown to the site for the next school 
year.

The two buildings, which were 

originally built by IBM when the 
corporation owned the property to 
house staff during training, will be 
converted into classrooms, offices and 
sleeping quarters, Pennelle said. The 
Legion of Christ used the facilities as a 
seminary for about 75 priests prior to 
moving out about three months ago, he 
said.

The ShopRite renovation at the 
Thornwood Town Center on Broadway 
will see a complete remake of the store, 
Pennelle said. The supermarket’s deli 
counter will be moved and a new bakery 
will be created from two adjacent 
storefronts, one now housing a framing 
gallery and a vacant space that had 
contained a beauty parlor, he said. The 
store will construct a new cooler for its 
products and install a standby generator 
that will be placed outside.

The area under the store’s overhang in 
front is going to be enclosed with a glass 
vestibule, he added. ShopRite will also 
build an enclosed facility where bottles 
and cans are recycled at the south end of 
the store, Pennelle said.

The ShopRite renovation will begin 
in May and take about six months 
to complete. The store will remain 
open while the project is taking place, 
Pennelle said.
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part of the village as long as the agreed 
upon conditions are met. 

“It can be anywhere in the village,” 
Dwyer said. “Commercial area, 
residential area, industrial area provided 
that these underlying conditions are 
met.”

One major change Benchmark has 
made from the design presented more 
than two months ago is the location of 
the facility’s entrance point. The updated 
version has the entrance on Bedford 
Road rather than using Maple Hill Road 
with vehicles cutting through the church 
lot. The latter proposal drew the ire of 
Maple Hill Road residents during an 
informational meeting on the proposal 
in late November.

Scherer said he was happy that 
Benchmark is adjusting its plans after 
hearing the neighbors’ concerns. Close 
to a dozen neighbors attended last 
week’s meeting, with four residents 
speaking following the presentation 
by Benchmark’s representatives. The 
residents were generally skeptical about 
the proposal regarding issues such 
as potential noise, the use and mass 
of the 24,000-square-foot building, 
environmental impacts and the amount 

of buffer between the structure and rest 
of the neighborhood.

“I am certainly pleased thus far with 
the responsiveness of Benchmark in 
terms of the documents they have 
provided that I think will give everyone a 
chance to take a look at it,” Scherer said. 
“But there is a lot to be said down the 
road.”

One of the neighbors who spoke at the 
meeting, Daniel Blaney, said afterward 
that while it was encouraging Benchmark 
addressed the potential traffic problem 
on the residential street, he still has other 
concerns. Blaney questioned whether 
the jobs generated by the facility would 
be for village residents. Also, he was 
concerned if Pleasantville, which relies 
on volunteers for its ambulance and 
fire services, can handle the four-story 
building Benchmark is proposing.

Blaney said he was concerned with 
the property value of the houses in 
the neighborhood if Benchmark does 
develop there.

The board approved motions declaring 
itself lead agency and to refer the 
application to the planning commission.

what Madonna was hoping to do with 
the property, including providing sewers 
for the immediate neighbors, but needed 
to iron out the critical issues that have 
been raised. She said the board wanted 
the project to succeed if it were to move 
forward and that means putting in the time 
to whittle its size to an appropriate level 
before significant money is spent.

“But the density of the project, hearing 
from the town board, they’re feeling like it’s 
a little bit out of the scope of what they’re 
willing to accept,” DiDonato-Roth said.

No alternate number of units was 
mentioned by board members or Director 
of Planning Adam  Kaufman.

In addition to density and traffic issues, 
some residents at previous forums have 
expressed concern that the mass of the 
buildings would appear to be too great. The 
units would be contained in three separate 
structures, although total footprint would 
not exceed that of six private homes, 
Madonna said. Furthermore, the buildings’ 
height would not exceed a house that is 
currently on the grounds that is slated to 
be removed and trees would be planted for 
additional screening.

A date for the work session was not 
announced last week.

New Castle’s Beginnings--Our 
Founding Farms will trace the town’s 
origins from Native American lands 
through the farms of the 19th century, 
to the large estates and housing 
developments that turned New Castle 
into the community we know today. A 
focus on several local farms and their 
products will be featured–Sutton Farm, 
Dodge Farm, Brann Farm, Taylor and 
Annandale Farms, and of course, the 
Greeley Farm.

There will be interactive aspects to this 
exhibit plus a seminar series featuring 
speakers from local farms operating 
today.

Join an opening reception to be held 
on Sunday, March 3 from 3 to 5 p.m. The 
exhibit will run through the year at the 
New Castle Historical Society, 100 King 
St. in  Chappaqua. Hours are Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday from 
1 to 4 p.m. or by appointment at 914-238-
4666.
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Lunch Box Program, provided 
microscopes to a hospital in Alexandria, 
Egypt and contributed to an effort to 
teach fishermen in Fiji to fish without nets 
that harm the local ecosystem. 

DiBenedetto, a 25-year member of 
Pleasantville Rotary, said the chapter has 
been relatively quiet in recent years, but 
plans to enter a new era to make itself more 
visible in the community. She explained 
that although the club has adopted 
special projects to celebrate previous 
anniversaries, its leadership wants to let 
members decide future projects based on 
needs they see in the community. 

DiBenedetto, who said the chapter will 
once again be holding its annual pancake 
breakfast in the fall, expressed pride in the 
work that has been accomplished during 
the last 90 years. 

“I’m really proud to be a Rotarian in 
Pleasantville. It’s a wonderful group of 
professional men and women…who work 
hard to try and make everything better,” 
DiBenedetto said.

For more information about 
Pleasantville Rotary, visit www.
rotaryclubpleasantville.com.
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By Martin Wilbur
Less than a week after Whispering 

Pines of Chappaqua was shut down by 
a destructive fire, the florist was back in 
business.

Owner Beth Hundgen temporarily 
opened up shop starting last Thursday at 83 
S. Greeley Ave. in the heart of downtown 
Chappaqua, seven days after the early 
morning inferno of Apr. 11 irreparably 
damaged the Bedford Road house that 
contained her shop and three apartments. 
The fire also left seven people homeless.

In an email to the community, Hundgen 
said merchants and property owners 
throughout the hamlet offered her space in 
commercial settings while she also received 
overtures from residents who said that she 
could sell her flowers and arrangements 
from their homes. She lauded members 
of the Chappaqua Fire Department, 
Supervisor Robert Greenstein and others 
in the community, saying that although the 
fire set her back a few steps she has been 
grateful for the outpouring of assistance 
that has helped to get her and her business 
up and running.

“We’re really touched by the support,” 
Hundgen told The Examiner on Monday 
morning. “The community has been 

fantastic.” 
Hundgen opted to share space with 

Suzanne Lodge of Chappaqua Blooms at 
the South Greeley Avenue storefront. She 
said it is her plan to stay in Chappaqua, 
where Whispering Pines has operated 

for the past 11 years, and hopefully move 
back to the site once the property owner 
rebuilds.

It is not known how long that could take. 
The early 20th century home has been 
condemned by the New Castle Building 

Department and the existing structure will 
have to be torn down.

The fire was reported shortly after 1 a.m. 
on Apr. 11 and quickly spread up the wood 
structure from the ground to the upper 
floor. All the residents who lived escaped 
without injury. They were provided 
emergency shelter by the Red Cross for 
the first few days at the Holiday Inn in 
Mount Kisco and have since found other 
arrangements with friends or relatives, 
said Judy Quinn, the owner of Quaker Hill 
Tavern, located a few storefronts down the 
street from the scene of the fire.

Tenants of two of the three apartments 
worked for Quinn at Quaker Hill. She said 
the restaurant is continuing to collect items 
for the displaced residents. Toiletries and 
gift cards to some of the local department 
stores are needed so the tenants can 
purchase basic items that most people take 
for granted, such as towels and linen.

Hundgen said despite the blow that the 
fire dealt to her and everyone involved, she 
felt fortunate to receive the support that 
has come her way.

“Through the ashes of this blaze, I am 
continually reminded of how proud I am 
to be a member of this incredibly generous 
community,” Hundgen said in her letter. 
“I am only left with tears of joy. I feel so 
lucky to be a part of such a wonderful 
community.”

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO
The storefront on South Greeley Avenue where Whispering Pines of  Chappaqua will operate out of  for 
the immediate future following the Apr. 11 fire that displaced the business and seven residents.

Whispering Pines Back in Business in Downtown Chappaqua

To read Beth Hundgen’s letter to the 
community, see page 12
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mistake” for the town to move ahead and 
make the change.

“No one has ever approached me 
wanting to see an ID,” said resident 
Christine Nichols at the last meeting. “I 
think it’s a very worthwhile situation--
people bring their things there, others are 
glad to take them and make good use of 
them.”

Another resident, Marian Williams, 
said she has never seen less than three 
or four volunteers when she’s visited and 
that they do a good job. One time she 
found 54 used baseballs at the shed and 
picked them up.

“My grandson’s team was delighted,” 
Williams said.

Resident Robin Murphy said it was the 
way the potential change trickled out to 
residents, with some learning about it 
through a single line on a meeting agenda, 
that bothered her.

“If you guys are closing something 
down, let the town know,” she said.

Town Administrator Jill Simon Shapiro 
said consistently staffing the shed on 
Saturday mornings has been a challenge. 
Big Brothers Big Sisters informed officials 
that it could staff the operation when the 
Recycling Center is open, Wednesday 
through Saturday 8 a.m. to 2 p.m., she 

said.
“We thought the extended hours would 

be something the public would want,” 
Shapiro said.

Greenstein urged the residents who 
criticized the board’s exploration of the 
Big Brothers Big Sisters arrangement 
to return in two weeks with a proposal 
that would ensure adequate staffing. The 
board is tentatively scheduled to discuss 

the matter at its work session tonight 
(Tuesday).

“We’re definitely looking forward to 
residents organizing and coming back 
with the proposal,” Greenstein said.

At this week’s work session, which 
begins at 7 p.m. at town hall, the board is 
also scheduled to discuss the Request for 
Proposal for once a week or twice a week 
trash pickup.

Town Board to Review Recycling Center’s Take It or Leave It Shop
continued from page 1

Pace to Co-sponsor Sustainable 
Development Conference on Thursday

MOUNT KISCO’S OLDEST JEWELRY STORE

Dear Mom,
       Thanks for everything.

Put Career Development
On Your Calendar

Attend our Graduate Open House May 8 at 6:30 p.m.
Email gpsadmissions@mville.edu
or call (914) 323-5150 to register!

GrADuAtE PrOGrAMS INCLuDE

• Business Leadership
• Marketing Communication Management

• Sport Business Management
• HRM and Organizational Effectiveness

• International Management
• Finance

SCHOOL OF GRADUATE AND
PROFESSIONAL STUDIES

Celebrating 20 Years In Business Education 

 ➤ Accelerated evening and 
weekend class format

 ➤ Practitioner faculty bring 
expertise and business 
networking to the classroom

 ➤ Newly redesigned  
industry-driven curriculum

12-credit Advanced Certificates also available.

62nd Barn Sale 
A QUALITY CONSIGNMENT SALE 

First Congregational Church
Orchard Ridge Road & Route 117 

Chappaqua      238-4411	

TAG SALE 
FURNITURE, CLOTHING and LOTS MORE!! 

New Merchandise from local merchants 

    Friday, May 39 am - 8 pm

 Saturday, May 49 am - 2 pm

BARGAIN BARNReduced prices on all items 
Wednesday evening May 8    4 pm - 8 pm

              Thursday (final day) May 9   9:30 am - 2 pm

See website for additional informationwww.fcc-chappaqua.org

DONATIONS RECEIVED

Weekdays,April 22-269:30 am - 3 pm
Saturday,April 2710 am - 2 pm

Sunday,April 28noon - 2 pm
& during public consignment

PUBLIC CONSIGNMENT

$20 Minimum(per item)  50%-50%
Mon.April 299:30 am - 2 pm & 6 pm - 8 pm
Tues.April 30 9:30 am - 2 pm & 6 pm - 8 pm

Wed.May 19:30 am - 2 pm & 6 pm - 8 pm

ITEMS NOT ACCEPTED

TVs, Computer Equipment, Large Exercise Equipment, Winter Sports Items, Winter Clothing, Books

62nd Barn Sale 
A QUALITY CONSIGNMENT SALE 

First Congregational Church
Orchard Ridge Road & Route 117 

Chappaqua      238-4411	

TAG SALE 
FURNITURE, CLOTHING and LOTS MORE!! 

New Merchandise from local merchants 

    Friday, May 3 9 am - 8 pm

 Saturday, May 4 9 am - 2 pm

BARGAIN BARN Reduced prices on all items 
Wednesday evening May 8    4 pm - 8 pm

              Thursday (final day) May 9   9:30 am - 2 pm

See website for additional information www.fcc-chappaqua.org

DONATIONS RECEIVED

Weekdays, April 22-26 9:30 am - 3 pm
Saturday, April 27 10 am - 2 pm

Sunday, April 28 noon - 2 pm
& during public consignment

PUBLIC CONSIGNMENT

$20 Minimum (per item)  50%-50%
Mon. April 29 9:30 am - 2 pm & 6 pm - 8 pm
Tues. April 30 9:30 am - 2 pm & 6 pm - 8 pm
Wed. May 1 9:30 am - 2 pm & 6 pm - 8 pm

ITEMS NOT ACCEPTED

TVs, Computer Equipment, Large Exercise Equipment, Winter Sports Items, Winter Clothing, Books

63rd Barn Sale
A QUALITY CONSIGNMENT SALE

First Congregational Church
Orchard Ridge Road & Route 117 • Chappaqua  238-4411

TAG SALE: FURNITURE, CLOTHING and LOTS MORE!!
New Merchandise from local merchants

Friday, May 2,  9am - 8pm •  Saturday, May 3,  9am - 2pm
BARGAIN BARN  •  Reduced prices on all items

Wednesday evening May 7, 4pm - 8pm • Thursday (final day) May 8,  9:30am - 2pm
See web site for additional information  www.fcc-chappaqua.org

DONATIONS RECEIVED: Weekdays, April 21-25, 9:30am-3pm
Saturday, April 26, 10am-2pm • Sunday, April 27, Noon-2pm 

& during public consignment
PUBLIC CONSIGNMENT:  $20 Minimum (per item) 50%-50%

Mon,  April 28, 9:30am-2pm & 6pm - 8pm • Tues,  April 29, 9:30am-2pm & 6pm - 8pm
Wed,  April 30, 9:30am-2pm & 6pm - 8pm

ROOFING • WINDOWS • SIDING • DOORS
DECKS • SEAMLESS GUTTERS •  LEADERS • REPAIRS

Don’t Fall Behind on your 
Spring Projects!

Take Advantage of our 
SPRING SAVINGS!

WC10415H99 PC - 1817

2010 Albany Post Road
Croton-On-Hudson, NY

MIRACLE
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

NO $ DOWN!!
under $20,000

914.271.9119

SPRING AHEAD...

We’ll help you Save Money on your heating bills!

0000050209; Team Kisco; 3/5/09; DEFAULT

www.miraclehomeimprovements.com

Call NOW for a FREE estimate 
with our Spring Savings!

The latest trends in sustainable 
development and financing of major 
construction projects will be the topic of a 
conference sponsored by Pace University 
and the Urban Land Institute (ULI) 
Westchester/Fairfield. The conference 
will be held this Thursday, Apr. 24 from 
8:30 to 10:30 a.m. at Pace University’s 
Kessel Student Center, 861 Bedford Rd., 
(Entrance 1) in Pleasantville. 

It will focus on Pace’s Master Plan 
to reposition its Pleasantville campus. 
The $100 million project, which broke 
ground last October, is one of the largest 
development projects in the Hudson 
Valley region.

Conference panelists will include Robert 
Almon, Pace executive vice president 
and chief financial officer; Jim Coleman, 

executive director of the Westchester 
County Industrial Development Agency 
and Local Development Corporation; 
William J. McGrath, senior vice president 
and chief operating officer for Pace; 
and Andy Tung, partner, Divney Tung 
Schwalbe. Laurence Gottleib, president 
and CEO of Hudson Valley Economic 
Development Corp. will be the moderator. 

In addition to the panel discussion from 
9 to 10:30 a.m., the conference will also 
include breakfast from 8:30 to 9 a.m. and 
a walking tour of the Pleasantville campus 
from 10:30 to 11:15 a.m. Registration is $30 
for ULI members, $40 for nonmembers 
and $25 ULI Young Leaders Group 
Members and the general public. 

For more information or to register, visit 
www.west-fair.uli.org.
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release county funds narrowly failed 
9-8 because a majority of lawmakers on 

the Board of Legislators wanted the fire 
safety issues 

410 Main Street, Armonk, NY l914.273.3397 lwww.hickoryandtweed.com

Celebrating our 53rd Year

         Come see why Hickory & Tweed in Armonk was named among the top 

150 bike shops in America by the National Bicycle Dealers Association. 

l Bikes for the whole family, including Cannondale, Specialized 

      and Cervelo.

l Full-service bike shop with certified bike mechanics.

l A full range of bikewear and accessories.

         Visit one of the best bike shops in America: 

Hickory & Tweed. We’re right in your backyard.

One Of the best 
bike shops 
in America 

is close to home.
(Really, Really close.)

ski & bike
SiNce 1961

W

Follow us on
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By Martin Wilbur
By the end of the upcoming weekend, 

North Castle residents will have no excuse 
to still be holding onto many unwanted 
items cluttering their houses and garages. 
For that matter, the town should be 
sparkling clean as well.

This Saturday is the town’s 10th Zero 
Waste Day behind town hall in Armonk. 
It has become a biannual opportunity for 
town residents to rid their homes of scrap 
metal and electronic waste, such as old 
computers, televisions, fax machines and 
DVD players.

In addition, dog and cat supplies may 

be donated to the Armonk-based Adopt-
a-Dog, clean and gently used spring and 
summer clothing, shoes and linens can 
be brought for pickup by the Community 
Center of Northern Westchester and 
children’s bicycles still in good working 
condition can be donated to Recycle-a-
Bicycle. 

Furniture Sharehouse will also be 
accepting furniture and small appliances 
that are in good condition on Saturday as 
well. Each household can also bring up to 
six boxes of personal papers or hardcover 
books to be shredded.

“It’s a great way to get rid of a lot of stuff 
and help other people,” said Councilman 
Jose Berra. “I want to emphasize it’s not 
throwing things out, generally speaking, 
other than recycling them.”

Zero Waste Day will be held from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. North Castle Town Hall is located 
at 15 Bedford Rd. in Armonk. It is a rain 
or shine event. Only town residents may 
participate.

For more information about items that 
will be accepted, visit www.northcastleny.
com and check under the link to Recycling 
and Sustainability.

Sunday is the annual town-wide Cleanup 
Day, the time for the community to pitch in 
to pick up bottles, cans and other roadside 
litter. Town officials have appealed to 
community members to volunteer, even if 
it’s for a short period of time.

“It’s a nice family event to do, even if 
it’s for an hour or a half-hour, and it’s 
helping the town,” said Supervisor Michael 
Schiliro.

Residents are asked to bring their own 
gloves and wear comfortable boots, Berra 
said. Anyone participating should also 
wear bright colored clothes, although vests 
are expected to be distributed.

Volunteers in cars following the people 
who are picking trash are also needed to 
protect residents, particularly those on 
busy thoroughfares, such as routes 128 

and 22.
Clear recycling bags 

and black trash bags can 
be obtained at the town’s 
highway department from 
7 a.m. to 3 p.m. through 
Friday. They can also be 
obtained on Sunday from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. at the North 
White Plains Community 
Center, located at 10 Clove 
Rd., the lobby of town 
hall in Armonk and at the 
Banksville Fire House in 
Banksville.

To volunteer, contact Elise 
Hutner at 914-273-3770 or 
email cleanupnorthcastle@
gmail.com.

New Castle Clean-Up 
Day This Saturday

The Beautification 
Advisory Board of New Castle is once 
again organizing Clean-Up Day for this 
Saturday, Apr. 26 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Each year community volunteers come 
out with children and neighbors to tidy 
up the town. It is especially important this 
year after the tough winter. Plastic bags 
and gloves will be available at Town Hall, 
located at 200 S. Greeley Ave., and in front 
of the A&P in Millwood. 

For more information, call 914-238-
4771.

Zero Waste Day, Town Cleanup This Weekend in No. Castle

Cutting-up (Texas Designer) 
Mina Mann (NYC Designer).

Fine Art • Sculpture 
• Unique Gifts • Furniture

Home Accessories • Antiques 
• Exquisite Jewelry • & more...

Apparel by

Unique one-of-a-kind 
gifts for everyone — 
including yourself!

4 Washington Avenue, 
Pleasantville 914-741-6294

Open 7 Days — 
Friday and Saturday until 8pm

Cutting-up (Texas Designer) 
Mina Mann (NYC Designer).

Fine Art • Sculpture 
• Unique Gifts • Furniture

Home Accessories • Antiques 
• Exquisite Jewelry • & more...

Apparel by

Unique one-of-a-kind 
gifts for everyone — 
including yourself!

4 Washington Avenue, 
Pleasantville 914-741-6294

Open 7 Days — 
Friday and Saturday until 8pm
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Putnam 
   County

Get to Know

PUTNAM COUNTY
Where the Country Begins

PUTNAM COUNTY
Where the Country Begins

Register online at putnamcycling.com

www.VisitPutnam.org

Register Today!
Sat., May 10, 2014

The 3rd Annual
 Putnam Cycling 

Classic 
will have 100-mile & 62-mile 

rides. Each with a timed 
climb and a time trial.

Return of the 
Tour de Putnam 
12 & 24-mile family 
recreational ride.

The Inaugural 
Putnam Pasta Picnic 

with an all-you-can-eat 
spaghetti and meatball 

feast. Open to the public.

Get Ready for the Putnam Cycling Classic, 
the Return of the Tour de Putnam 

and the Inaugural Pasta Picnic

On Apr. 12, the Mount Kisco Rotary Club particiapted in the annual 
cleanup on North Bedford Road. Picture, left to right, are Bruce 
Desmond, Peter Grunthal, Bert Schwarz, Bill Stewart, Ben Palancia, 
Gretchen Zierick, Jon Bernz, Melody Lloyd and Vik Solarik. This 
weekend North Castle and New Castle will be holding their Cleanup Day.
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By Neal Rentz
Mount Pleasant Town Board members 

expressed support last week for a proposal 
from a town resident to construct a new 
shopping center on a vacant 5.1-acre parcel 
on Columbus Avenue in Thornwood.

GH Kerry Ltd. has appealed to the board 
to rezone the parcel for the proposed 
Columbus Plaza, a 16,750-square-foot 
shopping center on the west side of the 
thoroughfare. The property is located in an 
office business district (OB-1), which allows 
office buildings. 

The proposal was unveiled Apr. 15 by 
property owner Chris DeMartino and 
architect Anthony Federico. The developer 
is seeking to rezone the land to an 
intermediate business district.

The center would consist of 14 units, but 
DeMartino and Federico indicated there 
could be businesses that occupy more than 
one unit. 

DeMartino, who hopes to bring upscale 
establishments to the center, said he wanted 
the shopping center to contain businesses 
not found elsewhere in town. For example, 

he would like to see a non-chain food store 
that would sell fresh meat, seafood and 
produce. 

Councilman Mark Rubeo suggested an 
upscale clothing store, while Councilwoman 
Laurie Smalley noted that “there’s no place 
to get a nutritious hot meal for your family” 
anywhere in town. 

Councilman Carl Fulgenzi suggested 
that rather than a rezone, which could be 
considered by some to be spot zoning, 
the town board instead could extend the 
Planned Commercial Shopping zone from 

the surrounding area to the parcel. Rubeo 
agreed with Fulgenzi and added that if the 
zone was extended, the town could write 
language that tightly regulates the types of 
establishments officials would allow move 
into the center.

Rubeo said traffic would likely not be a 
problem since the area can handle the influx 
of cars.

DeMartino and Federico agreed to meet 
with town staff to discuss the next steps 
in the process. The town board would 
ultimately decide whether to grant any 
zoning changes. However, the proposal 
would first be referred to the planning 
board for feedback.

New Shopping Center Proposed for Mount Pleasant

Commercial Proposal Scrapped for New Castle Legionaries Site

Volunteer Firefi ghter
Volunteer Firefi ghter
Volunteer Firefi ghter

Name: Jeff B.

Occupation: V.P. Sales

Number of years as a volunteer:
Number of years as a volunteer:
Number of years as a volunteer: 29

Status: Husband; father of two
Husband; father of two
Husband; father of two

Hobby: Diving

I didn’t think I had the time.
I didn’t think I had the time.
I didn’t think I had the time.

Now, after joining my local 
Now, after joining my local 
Now, after joining my local 

department, I can’t imagine 
department, I can’t imagine 
department, I can’t imagine 

anything more worth my time.
anything more worth my time.
anything more worth my time.

Is there 
a FIRE in 

you?
OPEN HOUSE

Stop by and ask a firefighter about joining...

• No minimum hours required • Free professional training 
• 100% volunteer department • Build friendships
• Leadership opportunities • Attend department events

The Pleasantville Fire Department is proud to be 
a part of RecruitNY, a statewide effort to educate 
community residents on the importance and the 
procedures of becoming a volunteer firefighter.  

Pleasantville Volunteer Fire Department Headquarters - 75 Washington Avenue

VISIT US AT THE RECRUIT-NY OPEN HOUSE EVENT
Saturday April 26 from 10am – 2pm
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By Martin Wilbur
The developer of the mixed used 

proposal at the Legionaries of Christ 
property in New Castle has scrapped 
plans for commercial development at the 
98-acre site and will submit a residential- 
only concept to the town.

Soder Real Estate Equities of Montclair, 
N.J. has informed New Castle officials that 
it will no longer pursue its application for 
50 two-bedroom condominium units, a 
34-suite hotel and a 150-seat restaurant on 
a portion of the property at 773 Armonk 
Rd. (Route 128). 

Attorney David Steinmetz, representing 
Soder Real Estate, said after hearing the 
concerns from neighbors the past few 
months during the scoping process, they 
will change the plans.

“Steve Oder and Soder Real Estate are 

ready to revise the plans in accordance 
with what we have discussed with 
neighbors and the town,” Steinmetz said.

He did not reveal specific details of 
what may be contained in updated plans 
but confirmed that it would be an all 
residential development. It is expected 
that a submission will be filed with the 
town sometime next month, Steinmetz 
stated. 

Despite the change from mixed use 
to residential, Soder Real Estate will still 
require a zoning change from the current 
two-acre residential zone.

Supervisor Robert Greenstein said an 
updated application, to be called Homes at 
New Castle, was agreed upon following a 
March 26 meeting he had with neighbors. 

Once submitted, the plan would include 
about 60 condominium units, a clubhouse, 

indoor and outdoor swimming pools, a 
health club, a tennis facility and a theater 
for the residents’ use, Greenstein said.

Most importantly, there would be no 
commercial development at all, he said.

“I met with many of the neighbors at the 
Legionaries property . Once again they 
made it very clear they prefer residential 
development as opposed to commercial,” 
Greenstein said. 

In public meetings this winter, neighbors 
lined up to criticize the commercial 
use that had been proposed for the site, 
arguing that it was out of character with 
the area, that there was insufficient space 
for a septic field to accommodate the 
project, which would threaten their wells 
and septic systems, and that traffic would 
significantly increase on Route 128.
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Pleasantville Police Department

Apr. 11: A complainant reported at 
10:41 a.m. that he received a message 
that claimed to be from the federal tax 
department. The message asked for the 
complainant’s wife to call back because 
of a failure to pay taxes. He said there was 
no need for tax collection and believed it 
was suspicious. The responding officer 
recommended for the man to call 
Verizon to report the phone number 
where the call originated and to have it 
blocked.

Apr. 12: Report of a disturbance on 

King Street at 8:01 p.m. A 41-year-old 
woman stated that she and her live-in 
boyfriend had an argument about the 
previous night. The woman stated that 
her boyfriend has a drinking problem 
and he attempted to leave the house 
and take the car keys but she refused to 
give them to him. After the responding 
officer arrived, the man agreed to take 
his belongings and find another place to 
stay.

Apr. 15: Report of a larceny on 
Memorial Plaza at 12:04 p.m. A 
complainant reported at headquarters 
that magnetic signs were stolen off the 

side of a white Ford van.
Apr 15: A complainant reported at 

headquarters at 4:40 p.m. that there was 
damage to  her 2008 Toyota RAV4 on 
Bedford Road. The woman stated that 
she went to work at Michael’s Tavern 
at 6 p.m. the previous Saturday, left 
work early Sunday morning but didn’t 
notice any problems. About 11 a.m. on 
Sunday, her father noticed damage to the 
passenger and driver rear doors.

Apr. 16: Report of possible trespassing 
incident at a property on Bedford Road at 
11:46 a.m. The property owner reported 
that there was a lock on the door of the 
utility shed but did not have a key for it.

 
North Castle Police Department

Apr. 11: Report of a tractor-trailer 
stuck on the guardrail on Route 22 
while attempting to turn into Business 
Park Drive at 3:43 p.m. The responding 
officers reported that the truck, with 
New Jersey registration, damaged about 
50 feet of railing.

Apr. 12: A suspicious incident was 
reported at a Brett Lane residence at 
2:16 p.m. The caller stated that when 
he arrived home the side door was wide 
open but that it was closed when he left.

Apr. 12: A caller reported at 3:02 
p.m. that a white male, about 18 years 
old, was sitting in a rear parking lot on 
Maple Avenue drinking a beer and may 
be intoxicated.

Apr. 14: Report of a dispute on Labriola 
Court at 8:04 a.m. A woman reported 
that a man with whom she had been 
romantically involved with in the past 
has arrived at her place of employment 
and was screaming and yelling at her. 
She stated that the male subject exited 
the building and that he was wearing a 
red sweater.

Apr. 15: A caller stated at 5:10 p.m. that 
she returned home about five minutes 
ago and found  her Intervale Avenue 
house had been broken into. The woman 
stated that she found the door kicked 
in and blood on the floor. An Xbox and 
Nintendo Wii were missing.

Police Blotter
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BEECHER FLOOKS FUNERAL HOME, INC. 

“The place to turn in your time of need!“

Personally Owned and Supervised By 
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Personal and Complete Funeral Service 
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ASJ Landscaping, Inc.

P.O. Box 2549 • Briarcliff Manor, NY 10510
(914) 941-0231 or (914) 245-0209

Lic#WC-25881-H13

Providing all Types of Drainage & Water 
Resolution work 

Landscaping • Masonry • Blacktopping

Call now to reserve your new office!
914-762-3800

eric@comstockres.com
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Great
Location!
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By Jon Craig
If you’ve ever sat dangling at the top 

of a stalled double Ferris wheel, that’s 
where plans for a revived, profitable 
Playland Park are resting at the moment-- 
precariously in apparent limbo.

Last week’s comments from public 
officials and those hoping to eventually 
make a buck off of a shorefront mix of fall, 
winter, spring and summer facilities did 
not clarify anything. They sounded more 
like the amusement game pitchmen than 
problem-solvers.

“Some legislators are hopping mad,” said 
county Board of Legislators Chairman 
Mike Kaplowitz. (D-Somers) “They should 
be sending (us) flowers and candy.”

Kaplowitz was referring to the once-
favored redevelopment frontrunner, 
Sustainable Playland Inc., (SPI) which 
signed agreements in July 2013 to take 
over management of the amusements 
park from the county pending approval 
by the Board of Legislators. From SPI’s 
point of view, the board is coming up with 
more questions than solutions. 

SPI’s most recent correspondence 
expressed frustration about the county 
review process and left legislators 
flabbergasted last week. As individual 
legislators toss out new questions, or seek 
new revenue and parking estimates based 
on larger turnouts or longer seasons, it 
looks increasingly likely any approach to 

operating the historic park will remain a 
losing proposition. 

Geoffrey Thompson, a public relations 
spokesman for SPI, said the developer 
envisioned a year-round plan that would 
add a sports field house, using realistic 
attendance figures.

“Whose vision are we talking about?” 
Thompson asked. “Every time you 
(restudy) this, the cash register rings 
again with all new numbers. . .With every 
passing week, it gets more difficult. The 
years are slipping by. Every member of the 
legislature is coming up with their own 
vision. It becomes difficult to raise money 
when you have lawsuits hanging over the 
thing. Every meeting, it’s more questions.”

Kaplowitz disagreed with Thompson’s 
assessment. He insists county legislators 
have always expected to hear low-, mid- 
and best-case scenarios from SPI about 
attendance, revenue and parking. 

“Frankly, this letter of theirs (SPI) 
has created a lot of confusion,” said Ned 
McCormack, spokesman for County 
Executive Rob Astorino. “It’s such a great 
iconic attraction. The status quo is not an 
option. We don’t think litigation, whether 
it’s with Rye or anyone else, is the answer.”

“We’re talking to Sustainable Playland 
and the Board,” McCormack added. 
“We’re committed to moving the process 
forward.” 

The county executive’s office is in the 

role of “talking to everybody,” he said.  
When Playland opens for the season on 

May 10, it’ll be more of the status quo. The 
county still owns Playland. It is destined 
to lose at least $5 million a year. Visitors 
will flock there from well beyond Rye. But 
attendance has been falling for the past 
30 years and the facility needs at least $30 
million in infrastructure repairs. 

Meanwhile, Rye municipal leaders are 

attempting to gain more control over 
decisions about the fate of the county-
owned property.

Friends of Edith G. Read Wildlife 
Sanctuary wrote SPI President Kim 
Morque last week saying they could not 
support use of the shore zone between the 
Long Island Sound and Manursing Lake 
for overflow parking every weekend in 
July and August.

Rye Playland’s Fate Remains Unsustainable—for Now

Welcome to 
the World

Adam and Alyson Stone 
welcomed Mia Elizabeth 
into their family on Apr. 16 
at Northern Westchester 
Hospital. Adam Stone, 
publisher at Examiner 
Media, and Alyson Stone, 
an elementary school 
teacher, are also the proud 
parents of seven-year-
old Madeleine Grace. Mia 
Elizabeth weighed in at seven 
pounds, two ounces and was 
measured at 20 inches.

40 Bedford Road, Armonk, NY 10504 • 914-273-9280
www.dentistarmonk.com

AKI SHIRAKURA, 
D.D.S., P.C.

General Dentistry • Esthetic, Reconstructive, and Implant Dentistry
Ceramic Veneers • Crowns •Bridges • Root Canal Therapy

Teeth Cleaning and Whitening

In Office Whitening Special: $350

drink happy.
741 Bedford Road, Bedford Hills, NY 10507 | 914.666.7272 

vineandcompany.com

ALTHOUGH WE'RE EXPERTS; 
DON'T JUST TAKE OUR WORD FOR IT. 

try. then buy.

WE HAVE 8 SELECTIONS AVAILABLE TO TASTE EACH AND EVERY DAY
STOP IN AND BECOME AN EXPERT YOURSELF!

175 Tompkins Ave., Pleasantville • 914-741-0738
www.westchestertabletennis.com

SUMMER KIDS’ CAMP
Registration open now

INT’L TOURNAMENT
SAT./SUN., APR. 26-27

Spectators welcome
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By Janine Bowen
Joe DiMauro, owner of Mount Kisco 

Seafood on Lexington Avenue, has never 
been a big fan of awards.

Each year, his wife asks him to sit down 
and watch the Oscars with her, but he 
refuses because he believes that awards 
should be given to people who do good 
in the world.

It’s only fitting that he is the recipient of 
this year’s Citizen of the Year Award from 
the Mount Kisco Chamber of Commerce. 

“I was pretty shocked [when I won],” 
DiMauro said. “I don’t do what I do to get 
this kind of recognition … but I was very 

happy. I was very excited about it.”
DiMauro, who was born and raised 

in the village, has owned Mount Kisco 
Seafood for over 30 years, having 
purchased the store from a friend in 1980. 
He said he has a passion for giving back 
to his community and to organizations he 
believes in.

He is an active donor to foundations 
that fight breast cancer because several 
family members and close friends 
succumbed to the disease. DiMauro also 
makes regular donations to the Food 
Bank of Westchester.

A father of three, DiMauro has a 

soft spot in his heart for charities that 
help children who are battling terminal 
illnesses.

“It’s just not fair when a young child is 
[diagnosed] with a brain tumor,” he said. 
“It just kills me, it just eats me up inside 
when you think [about these] children.”

Although DiMauro is a successful 
businessman, he is adamantly against 
using his charitable work as a means of 
advertising his business. He noted that 
people may come into his store after 
hearing about his efforts, but he only 

hopes that those customers will join in 
the effort and support similar causes. 

“I just feel so fortunate that I’ve had a 
pretty decent business, my children are 
all grown … and successful, and I believe 
in [karma}. That hopefully you’ll give 
and get back. I’m just fortunate and hope 
that my success can help other people,” 
DiMauro said. 

DiMauro will be honored by the Mount 
Kisco Chamber of Commerce at the 
organization’s 47th annual dinner May 1 
at the Holiday Inn in Mount Kisco.

Mount Kisco Seafood owner Joe DiMauro will receive the Mount Kisco Chamber of  Commerce’s Citizen 
of  the Year Award on May 1.

Better to Give Than to Receive for Kisco Citizen of the Year
May 15 - May 21, 2012 The Examiner6

High Bids for Chlorine Booster Frustrates P’ville Officials Pleasantville  Awards 
Rec Center Bid; 
Facility to Open Later 
This Year

Castle Tree Nursery
Wholesale Nursery & Stone Supply

(914) 218- 3400
442 Armonk Road

Mount Kisco, NY 10549
www.castletreenursery.com

Specimen Quality Trees and Shrubs
EVERGREENS • ORNAMENTALS • FLOWERING & SHADE TREES 

TOPSOIL • MULCHES • GRAVEL • SAND • FIELDSTONE 
NYS FLAGSTONE & GLACIER BLUE TREADS

VENEER • STONE • STEPPING STONE 
DRAINAGE & BAG PRODUCTS

NOW OPEN

R .
MKMG’s Pediatric Department is here...
for you and your family.
Contact us today. BRIARCLIFF MANOR:

914-941-2129
CARMEL:
845-278-6626
FISHKILL:
845-896-8370

KATONAH:
914-232-3135
MOUNT KISCO:
914-242-1580
PATTERSON:
845-279-2323

POUGHKEEPSIE:
845-471-3111

SOMERS:
914-277-4448

YORKTOWN:
914-962-8989www.mkmg.com

PK-0000132725

By Sam Barron
Pleasantville’s attempts to install a 

chlorine booster station at a reasonable 
price are not going as well as planned. 

Officials revealed last week that the low 
bid for the mandated project came in at 
$327,000, higher than the $250,000 the 
village anticipated. The chlorine booster 
was bonded for $305,000 last year, though 
$87,000 has already been spent on the 
project. 

“We’re struggling with that,” Mayor 
Peter Scherer said. “The chlorine project 
has been frustrating. We don’t have the 
option to say no. We’re going to go back 
and figure it out.”

The village has been manually adding 
chlorine to water at its filtration plant 
that it shares with New Castle, although 
county Department of Health regulations 
no longer allow that to be done. The rising 
cost of steel was blamed for the high bids.

“We have to buy quite a bit of 
equipment,” Scherer said. 

Trustees said they are continuing to 
examine the issue and are looking to 
see if there are ways they can reduce the 
project’s cost. Another idea may be to 
borrow more money, though trustees did 
not seem enthused by that idea.

“We’re going to talk to the lowest bidder 
and see if he will come in lower,” Trustee 
Mindy Berard said. “It’s killing us. We’re 
very upset about it.”

Trustee Brian Skarstad said the village 
should spend the money to build the 

booster rather than face fines from the 
Department of Health. 

“It’s a tough one,” Skarstad said. 
“It’s incredibly frustrating. This is not 
something we take lightly. We have to 
provide clean water, which is what we do.”

Skarstad said that the village board 
continues to study every expense, but that 
the role can become trying, especially 
when this type of project means there is 
little money to spend elsewhere.

“When I first became a trustee, we 
were very careful, but it was a little more 
fun,” said Skarstad, who originally joined 
the board in the mid 1990s. “We could 
put in some playgrounds and make 
improvements in people’s lives. We had 
money to do things with and now we’re 
trying to hold it all together. We have to 
be careful at every turn.”

said. “It’s not everything we wish we could 
have. Nobody can have what they want. 
This is perfectly located. It gives us a nice 
way for people to take advantage of our 
programs. There’s all kinds of positive 
things there.”

Trustee Brian Skarstad said the May 7 
vote was long overdue.

“It’s not the ideal building, but it’s the 
building we have,” Skarstad said. “An 
effective recreation center will be a big 
boon for the village.”

He said Pleasantville is a recreation 
village since there are so many youngsters 
involved in a wide assortment of activities.

“Not having a recreation center is a loss 
of revenue for the village,” Skarstad said. 
“When we don’t have those programs, 
we suffer financially. It’s good all the way 
around.”

Trustee Mindy Berard said that a 
recreation center serves everybody--
children and adults. 

“We haven’t been able to have the 
programs and offerings that we had in the 
past,” Berard said. “This is a first step in a 
global look at the recreation department. 
It’s a great plan. This is a great opportunity 
for us. I am looking forward to getting 
that going as fast as possible.”

continued from page 1

Full Stock
of Italian 

Specialities

Boars 
Head 

Premium 
Meats

810 Commerce Street • Thornwood NY 10594
(Next to Post Office)
914.747.6050

Catering Specialist of
Authentic Italian Family Recipes

Celebrate Communions, Graduations and
Any Special Occasion With Us

Place your Catering Orders Early at

10% OFF
(On orders of $175 or more) Exp. 6/1/12

A Giant Tag Sale to benefit  Hudson 
Chorale (formerly  the Westchester 
Concert Singers and the Choral Arts 
Society) will be held on Friday and 
Saturday, May 18 and 19 from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. at 107 Bedford Road in 
Pleasantville (the corner of Manville 
Road and Route 117.  

Furniture, collectibles, appliances, 
children’s books, jewelry, toys, sports 

equipment, CD’s, DVDs, good used 
clothing and accessories, decorative 
art and more will be available. Rain or 
shine. To donate tax deductible items, 
call 914-769-9309.  

All proceeds will benefit Hudson 
Chorale, the area’s largest not-
for-profit community chorus For 
more information, visit www.
HudsonChorale.org.

Hudson Chorale Tag Sale This Week

Bedford Hills. Investment opportunity! 
Solid 2-fam, w/4BR’s total: 2BRs in each 
unit & 2-car gar. Private prop within mins 
to train & loads of parking.        $427,888

Mt. Kisco. West Glen Tri-plex. Fabulous 
2BR w/expansion poss & updtd stainless 
kit. Hrdwd flrs; deck;  quick stroll to town 
& train. Also available for rent.     $350,000

raveis.com
95  Katonah Avenue  -  9 14 - 401 - 9111

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

What's hot this week at Somers Custom Framing?

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!
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Last week, a fire took hold in our building, 
completely destroying our shop and the 
apartments above. All of our upstairs 
neighbors made it out of the fire with no 
injuries, but everything has been lost.

I would first like to give a very special 
thank you to the fire crews who worked 
through the night to subdue the fire. Such 
an amazing and supportive network of 
volunteers we have. I would also like to 
thank Robert Greenstein, Jennifer Cook, 
Grace Bennett, Vicki M. Lange Bergstrom, 
Crabtree’s Kittle House and Russell Maitland 

for their incredible support during this 
difficult time.

While the families displaced struggled to 
find new homes, our community united to 
help them get back on their feet.

Whispering Pines is my never ending 
project of life that motivates me every day. 
It is how I change a little corner of the world 
for the better. It is what feeds my children 
and puts a roof over our heads. It is my heart 
and soul. Last week’s fire set us back a few 
steps, but it has been followed by nothing 
but amazing support.

If you asked me a week ago, I would 
have told you that we would be back. But, 
I never would have imagined it would be 
so soon. I was immediately contacted by 
our Town Supervisor, Rob Greenstein, who 
began helping me look for new space. We 
then discussed sharing space with Suzanne 
Lodge at Chappaqua Blooms. After being 
introduced to Suzanne, it was discovered 

that she had actually sent me an email a day 
earlier offering her space. I never received 
that email. Suzanne has been incredible. 
I’m so happy to announce that Whispering 
Pines is up and running at 83 S. Greeley 
Ave. I still can’t believe it.

I also received offers from other 
merchants to sell my flowers out of their 
stores. I even received offers from residents 
to sell my flowers out of their homes.

Through the ashes of this blaze, I am 
continually reminded of how proud I am 
to be a member of this incredibly generous 
community. I am only left with tears of joy. I 
feel so lucky to be a part of such a wonderful 
community. Truly, this would have never 
been possible without all of your help, and 
I thank you all from the bottom of my heart.

Beth Hungden
Whispering Pines of Chappaqua

Rabbi Elchanan’s piece “Knowing What 
We Are, Not Knowing What That Means” 
(Apr. 8-14) is one of the more confused 
pieces on morality and religion that I’ve 
seen in print.

The rabbi is obviously upset that more 
and more educated people are realizing 
that one can lead a perfectly moral life 
without having some god (or gods) dictate 
moral imperatives. And yet he uses as 
an example of immorality sacrificing of 

children –sacrifices that were explicitly 
endorsed or required by religion. Just not 
his religion.

One can also question his statistics. He 
refers to “record high rates of abortion.” In 
fact, a study by the Guttmacher Institute 
released earlier this year showed that the 
rate of abortions in the United States is 
lower than it has been in over 40 years. 

As to assisted suicide and euthanasia, I 
hope that future generations will come to 

understand that allowing those who wish 
to die with dignity to do so, rather than 
forcing them to suffer in misery just to 
please the dictates of some local deity, is 
right up there in terms of immorality with 
child sacrifices.  

Terence Hines
Carmel

A Thank You to Community From Whispering Pines of Chappaqua

It seems the approval for the Sustainable 
Playland Inc. (SPI) plan to reorganize the 
amusement park and beach facility in 
Rye has hit a stalemate. More often than 
not these days it also appears that this is 
the more common course of action when 
government tries to become partners with 
corporate enterprise or vice versa.

Once in the partnership, however, the 
corporate enterprise has to understand 
that it is government’s job to protect 

and serve the public. With an entity like 
Playland, the issue of public importance 
is the protection of beautiful, valuable, 
natural and historic waterfront property 
that is open and accessible at reasonable 
cost to the same public the government is 
serving.

It’s irresponsible to throw up one’s hands 
in frustration, stepping back to put such a 
valuable public asset in jeopardy.

SPI must understand that it is not 

negotiating within the corporate arena. 
It has stepped out, joined hands with a 
completely different type of entity and 
must realize that it is working hand in 
hand with the public that it wants to make 
a profit from.

Any such public/corporate partnership 
has to be thoroughly vetted, which takes 
time and patience. In the end, if there is to 
be a win-win, the corporation must accept 
that it, too, is serving the public’s interest.

PO Box 611, 
Mount Kisco, NY 10549

914-864-0878
www.TheExaminerNews.com

To advertise in The Examiner, 
call 914-864-0878

or e-mail 
advertising@theexaminernews.com

Adam Stone
astone@theexaminernews.com
Publisher

Laura Markowski
lmarkowski@theexaminernews.com
Associate Publisher

Peter Stone
pstone@theexaminernews.com 
Chief  Financial Officer

Martin Wilbur
mwilbur@theexaminernews.com
Editor-in-Chief

Neal Rentz
nrentz@theexaminernews.com
Assistant Editor

Amy Borrelli
Copy Editor

Janine Bowen
jbowen@theexaminernews.com
Reporter

Annette van Ommeren
annette@theexaminernews.com
Page Designer

Dina Spalvieri
dspalvieri@theexaminernews.com
Advertising Designer

Andy Jacobs
ajacobs@theexaminernews.com
Sports Editor

Nick Antonaccio
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com
Contributing Columnist

Paul Cardi
pcardi@theexaminernews.com
Senior Account Excecutive

Jeff  Ohlbaum
johlbaum@theexaminernews.com
Senior Account Excecutive

Nina Harrison
nharrison@theexaminernews.com 
Account Executive 

Corinne Stanton
cstanton@theexaminernews.com
Media Consultant

Member of

The Examiner

Examiner
 M E D I A

Examiner
The NORTHERN WESTCHESTERalso publishes 

Examiner
TheWHITE PLAINS

Examiner
The PUTNAM

Letters

Editorial
Sustainable Playland Inc. Needs to Get Back to the Table 

One Can Lead a Moral Life Without a God Leading the Way 

Correction
In last week’s article on the PCTV Gala 

scheduled for May 3, the title for Juliette 
Saisselin-Killion was incorrect. Saisselin-
Killion is PCTV’s board president. The 
Examiner regrets the error.

P’ville Volunteer Fire Dept. to Host Recruiting Effort on Saturday
The Pleasantville Volunteer Fire 

Department will open its doors to area 
residents, so they can learn about what it 
takes to be a volunteer firefighter in their 
community as part of the fourth annual 
RecruitNY statewide initiative. 

Over the last several years, it has been 
very difficult for many fire departments 
throughout the state to recruit and 
retain volunteers. Like most volunteer 
departments, the Pleasantville Volunteer 
Fire Department needs to bolster its 
emergency responder numbers so it can 
continue to provide the optimum level of 
protection for its residents. 

As part of RecruitNY, on Saturday, 
Apr. 26 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., the 
Pleasantville Volunteer Fire Department, 
located at 75 Washington Ave., will 
join volunteer departments across the 
state at their respective firehouses for a 
unified  recruitment drive. Not only will 
RecruitNY be an opportunity to highlight 
the duties and rewards that come with 
being a volunteer firefighter, it will also 
raise public awareness about the need for 
volunteers. 

During the event, the department will 
conduct tours of the stationhouse, talk 
about firefighter apparatus and discuss 

the requirements to be a volunteer. It will 
also let visitors know how to get involved.

“Come on out and join us for this 
unique recruitment day at our firehouse,” 
said Manny Colmenares, Pleasantville’s 
fire chief.  “This is a great opportunity for 
anyone wanting to become more involved 
in the community to find out what PVFD 
is all about. Our current members love 
what they do; they are everyday heroes 
who help neighbors in need. We hope 
our recruitment day will inspire other 
Pleasantville Fire District residents to join 
our fire service family.”
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By Martin Wilbur
Rev. Dr. Martha Jacobs never thought she 

had the attributes to be a pastor and lead a 
parish or congregation. She first enrolled 
in seminary more than 20 years ago, 
focusing on chaplaincy work in hospitals 
and spending much of her time helping 
terminally ill patients and their families.

On March 31, after serving a stint as 
interim pastor, Jacobs officially became First 
Congregational Church of Chappaqua’s 
new senior minister.

“I think at the time I was ordained I really 
didn’t have, I really wasn’t ready nor did I 
think I had the skills, to serve in a parish 
or in a congregation,” Jacobs said. “But a 
couple of years of doing more of this kind 
of hands on in a parish has really made me 
realize that I could draw on the skills from 
years ago, and everything I have done has 
led me to this point.”

Her transition from hospital chaplain 
to church ministry began when Jacobs 
was called on by United Church of Christ 
congregations in the New York area to 
substitute for vacationing clergy. The 
Briarcliff Congregational Church called 
when its regular pastor took a four-and-

a-half month sabbatical and Jacobs was 
selected to fill in.

Unlike chaplaincy where she would see 
someone a handful of times at most, often 
holding vigil with friends and family, she 
steadily became attracted to establishing 
longer-term relationships with parishioners, 
helping them to reconnect with God.

“This really has afforded me the chance 
to get to know people in a different kind of 
way,” Jacobs, 60, said.

Becoming a clergy member may 
have been something that Jacobs never 
envisioned growing up or as a young adult. 
The Wilmington, Del. native was raised 
Jewish but converted to Christianity in her 
late teens after she was invited to sing in a 
church choir. She said she found it more 
comfortable learning about the God inside 
her.

“I was a teenager trying to find my way in 
the world and about to go off to school so 
that’s when I became a Christian,” she said.

When she went off to the United States 
International School of Performing Arts 
in San Diego, the first college in the U.S. 
to offer a bachelor of fine arts in musical 

comedy, Jacobs thought about pursuing an 
acting career. However, Jacobs recognized 
that she lacked a “killer instinct” in doing 
what was needed to secure roles.

As a result, she used her training and 
knowledge of the industry and turned 
to stage managing, which she did 
professionally for 12 years, first working 
for the Roundabout Theatre Company in 
Manhattan. The job is what initially brought 
Jacobs to New York, where she joined 
Riverside Church.

Jacobs then worked in the 1980s for 
Actors Equity, the union representing 
performers and stage managers. During 
that time she saw firsthand the devastation 
wrought on the gay community by AIDS at 
a time when few understood much about 
the disease.

As someone who has been in a 33-
year same-sex relationship and is now 
married to her spouse, Pat, Jacobs was 
deeply affected by the isolation many AIDS 
victims felt from family and their houses of 
worship. One day she visited a friend dying 
in the hospital who suggested to her that 

she had the qualities to become an effective 
chaplain.

“That kind of tugged at my heart strings, 
so I ended up starting seminary, kind of 
thinking I was just going to learn more 
about what it meant to be Christian,” Jacobs 
recalled.

During her roughly 20 years as a chaplain, 
Jacobs has counseled countless people. In 
2010, she wrote a book, “A Clergy Guide to 
End-of-Life Issues,” addressing the issues 
when death is approaching. People are 
often uncomfortable around those who are 
dying, not knowing what to say or how to 
act, including some clergy.

“I was very much at home and loved doing 
it and I became aware of watching clergy 
kind of come in to see their congregants 
and not know what to do, not knowing how 
to help them when they were dying,” Jacobs 
said.

Now that Jacobs is at First Congregational 
Church of Chappaqua, she has found the 
roughly 200-family congregation to be 
warm and inviting. It is also focused on a 
variety of social action causes and she enjoys 
teaching the church’s confirmation class.

Jacobs is less concerned about the number 
of congregants in the pews than she is about 
making the church appealing to the 12- and 
13-year-olds.

“It should be for concern of the spirituality 
of our youth and our intention is how are we 
going to help our youth spiritually connect 
to God, whatever that means, not what I 
think it should be but what they need,” she 
said.
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Rev. Dr. Martha Jacobs,
Minister, Chappaqua
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By Neal Rentz
FrameWorks: Art on Film has been a 

popular series presented annually at the 
Jacob Burns Film Center in Pleasantville. 
But if you can’t get to the theater during 
the next week to take in one of the four 
movies that comprise the series there will 
be plenty of other opportunities.

Starting this year, FrameWorks will 
be held at various times of the year, 
with one program already having been 
presented in January. The spring series 
that gets underway this week will run 
from Wednesday, Apr. 23 through next 

Tuesday, Apr. 29.
Programmer Kathryn Bonomi said 

the format has changed because the 
film center wanted to screen more films 
than could be shown within the narrow 
window..

The first night of the new FrameWorks 
series begins with “Picasso’s Gang,” the 
2013 Spanish film directed by Fernando 
Colomo. The movie, which will also be 
screened on Apr. 29, is a drama about the 
theft of the “Mona Lisa” from the Louve 
in Paris in 1911. At the time authorities 
turned their attentions on the poet 

Apollinaire and his friend, Pablo Picasso, 
whose “Demoiselles d’Avignon” bore a 
resemblance to some ancient heads that 
were also stolen from the museum.

The series continues on Apr. 24 with 
a program called Inside the New Yorker 
Cartoon With Editor Bob Mankoff. 
Mankoff will describe the inner workings 
of the magazine’s cartoon section.

Bonomi said the film center ran a 
contest on its website asking the public to 
create a  caption for a Mankoff cartoon. 
Just before the entry period closed 
last week about 300 people submitted 

captions, she said.
There will also be an evening 

devoted to surrealist painter Salvador 
Dali next Monday, Apr. 28. “Salvador 
Dali: Tragicomic Genius” is a French 
documentary released last year that was 
directed by Francois Levy Kuentz. It will 
be followed by “Un Chien Andalou,” the 
1929 surrealist short directed by and 
featuring performances from Dali and 
Luis Buñuel. Bonomi said the film still 
shocks audiences decades after its release. 

“It’s such a great film,” she said. 
The spring FrameWorks series 

will conclude on next Tuesday with 
“Mona Lisa is Missing,” another 2013 
film, directed by Joe Medeiros. The 
documentary tells the story of Vincenzo 
Peruggia, a house painter from Italy who 
stole the most famous painting in the 
world. The director seeks to find out how 
the masterpiece was stolen and why.

The Jacob Burns Film Center is located 
at 364 Manville Rd. in Pleasantville. For 
more information, including ticket prices 
and schedules, call 914-747-5555 or visit 
www. burnsfilmcenter.org.

Bob Mankoff, cartoon editor for The New Yorker 
magazine, will take part in a multimedia program 
on Apr. 24 at the Jacob Burns Film Center.

Popular FrameWorks Series Returns to Jacob Burns
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”Salvador Dali: Tragicomic Genius” will be 
screened on Apr. 28 as part of  the FrameWorks: 
Art on Film series at the Jacob Burns Film Center 
in Pleasantville. The program will also include 
“Un Chien Andalou,” the 1929 surrealist short 
directed by Dali and featuring performances by 
him and Luis Buñuel.
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At a rough period in my life 
as a publicist, my regular line 
of work, I got involved in real 
estate. It turned out to be the 
best thing that ever happened 
to me.

You see, realtors don’t just 
sell houses and commercial 
properties made of wood, 
steel, plaster and brick. 
We are in the business of 
serving people’s basic needs 
while helping them realize 
their dreams. All kinds of 
unexpected things can spring 
from that.

Last year I sold a commercial 
property on busy Route 202 
on the Yorktown-Cortlandt 
border. It had housed a 
furniture store for babies and young kids 
and, interestingly enough, I had written 
a column about child safety around the 
house, relying on the expertise of the 
store owner. He and I hit it off, and a 
while later, he decided to sell his building 
and gave me the listing.

The purchaser was a well-established 
restaurant family in the region, Gina and 
Paul DiPaterio and their son, Paul, Jr., 
much beloved for their Italian restaurants, 
Little Sorrento in Yorktown Heights and 
Piazza Roma in Cortlandt Manor. Their 
new venture was a quizzical surprise to 

everyone when we first heard 
the plan: a restaurant to be 
called Savannah Southern 
House.

I’m a Southern boy who 
grew up in Virginia and as a 
publicist have had the pleasure 
of representing some of the 
South’s great restaurants, 
including Commander’s 
Palace in New Orleans. 

But where did the 
DiPaterios get such a notion, I 
wondered? When asked, Paul, 
Jr., said the inspiration came 
from a southern-themed 
restaurant they frequented 
for many years on vacation in 
Mount Pleasant, N.J.

So, here’s a first: A real 
estate columnist writing a restaurant 
review. Why not? I spent most of my 
professional life promoting restaurants, 
including those at the Culinary Institute 
where I was once director of public 
relations. So as a public service to anyone 
who loves food as much as their homes, 
The Home Guru advises: Run, don’t walk, 
to Savannah Southern House.

From the moment you walk in the 
door you’ll be embraced by hospitality 
you haven’t experienced since that time 
you whistled Dixie someplace in the 
deep South. And if you’re one who loves 

the camaraderie found at a great bar, 
you’ll find it here. But get yourself to 
that dining room table to experience the 
talent of Chef Sean Lyons, transported 
from North Carolina for his turn here.

From what I understand, the mainstay 
fried chicken had a rough first few days 
when using a gluten free flour that tended 
to burn too quickly, but rebounded with 
a crust that is now as finger licking good 
as any I’ve ever tasted for both crispiness 
and flavor. Colonel Sanders move over. 
The chicken itself was perfection for 
moistness and tenderness. 

The second entrée we tried was the 
pulled pork with bacon bourbon sauce, 
the sweeter variety that you’d find in 
the Carolinas, by far my preference. I’m 
dashing back soon to try those particular 
dishes that called my name: chicken 
biscuit pie, baby back ribs, shrimp and 
grits (with parm, if you please) and the 
chicken biscuit pie. 

The two side dishes that made me want 
to “slap my grandma” (yes, that’s what we 
say down south) were the sweet potato 
casserole and the collard greens with 
ham. Normally, I hate collard greens.

There are those little southern oddities 
that any Yankee should try for the fun of 
it like the fried green tomatoes and the 
fried pickles that you probably won’t 
want more than one of, so share.

For dessert, choose the apple pie in a 

jar, which is better than you know, from 
the crust to just the right gooeyness 
inside. When the check arrived we were 
surprised to find that, indulgent as we 
were, we spent only $30 each.

You may think I’m crazy, but as 
the realtor who listed this property, I 
feel that I have some connection with 
every customer who enjoys this special 
restaurant, so can you understand why I 
enjoy being a realtor so much?  

If any reader is thinking about a 
change of career to real estate, give me 
a call about joining The Home Guru 
Team. And if you’re thinking about a 
great meal with a deep southern accent, 
Savannah Southern House is located at 
3901 Crompond Rd. (Route 202), near 
the corner of Lexington Avenue. It can be 
reached at 914-736-1203. No reservations 
are accepted, so just go.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.
com), specializing in lifestyles, real estate 
and development. His real estate site is: 
www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his 
blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To 
engage the services of The Home Guru and 
his team to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

Joys of a Realtor’s Life, From Babies to Restaurant Reviews
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Please call Sharon Tompkins Foley, Century 21 Haviland 914-745-9368
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Tompkins 
Foley 
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(Voicemail) 370 Manville Road, Pleasantville

 Experience = Success 
This is the formula needed if you are looking to sell or buy your home. 

As a lifelong resident of Pleasantville with more than ten years experience in 
Real Estate as a top producer, I will be happy to answer all your questions. 

Please call Sharon Tompkins Foley, Century 21 Haviland 914-749-9368 
And remember - my time is your time. 

Sharon 
Tompkins 
Foley 
914-769-2222 
914-749-9368 
(Voicemail) 370 Manville Road, Pleasantville
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In my previous 
343 consecutive 
weekly columns, 
I’ve touched on 
many wine-related 
topics. Oftentimes 
educational while 
on other occasions 
tracking unfolding 
news events, 
I’ve enjoyed the 

research and resulting reports presented 
to readers.

A number of news events are open-
ended as I report on them. I periodically 
hear from readers inquiring if closure 
has been achieved on a particular wine 
report. This week I’ve decided to follow 
through on two reader inquiries.

When Wine Merchants 
Flaunt Regulations and 
Regulators 

The wall between wine 
producers, wholesale 
distributors and retailers 
has been in place since 
the end of Prohibition. 
Regulations have been 
meted out at the federal and state levels 
by regulators who have a spotty track 
record. On various occasions and in 
certain jurisdictions these regulators 
have zealously zeroed in on apparent 

violators, while at other times certain 
regulators have taken a laissez faire 
approach of loose and inconsistent 
enforcement. 

So it came as a surprise to me that 
Mario Batali, Joe Bastianich and his 
mother Lidia–all celebrity restaurateurs, 
TV personalities and highly successful 
entrepreneurs--were investigated by the 
New York State Liquor Authority (SLA) 
last month for disregarding aspects of 
the Chinese wall. The Bastianichs have 
an ownership interest in a winery in 
Italy and the retail wine shop at Eataly, 
the Manhattan food emporium. This was 
thought to be a clear violation of state 

regulations but regulators 
seemed to be “looking the 
other way.” 

Until last month. The 
SLA held a hearing to 
determine if violations 
had occurred and, if so, 
to decide how to proceed 
against the violators. 

The decision: the SLA determined that 
a violation had in fact occurred and 
proceeded to levy severe penalties on 
Batali and the Bastianichs. A $500,000 
fine was assessed against the pair, the 
Eataly wine shop was ordered to close 

for six months and Lidia Bastianich was 
required to relinquish her interest in the 
wine shop. Shutting down any business for 
an extended period of time is significant, 
but not as catastrophic as temporarily 
shutting down any of the 10 mutually 
owned, highly regarded restaurants. 

Some felt this settlement was in order 
for the flagrant disregard of regulations, 
while others felt this was a witch 
hunt of highly visible personalities by 
bureaucratic headline seekers. In either 
case the SLA now has the industry’s 
attention.

Accepting the Consequences of Our 
Actions, Even if They Are Unintended

Last month an organic winemaker in 
Burgundy, France was prosecuted for not 
spraying his vineyard with a chemical 
pesticide. It seems counterintuitive that 
a winemaker who consciously decides 
to practice “safe farming” should be 
fined for avoiding chemical pesticides. 
But there is a bureaucratic logic behind 
this decision to penalize Emmanuel 
Giboulot, who has been growing and 
harvesting grapes for the past 30 years. 

The French government has made 
a commitment to reduce the use of 
pesticides by 50 percent by 2018. So why 
the seemingly contradictory actions by 

the French government? The answer: 
Flavescence dorée disease, inflicted by 
a leaf-hopper insect that is spreading 
throughout France, threatening to wipe 
out vast stretches of vineyards. 

So concerned are the authorities 
that Flavescence dorée could have a 
devastating effect on the French wine 
industry that they have compromised 
their noble edict to reduce the use of 
pesticides.

This doesn’t help Giboulet’s noble 
effort, who was complying with the 
government’s efforts to reduce chemical 
pesticides–before they decided to revert 
to an industrial-age solution. 

The potential fine--and its unintended 
consequences–was significant: up to six 
months in jail and a fine of 30,000 Euros.

Last week, after a half million French 
signed an online petition protesting the 
fines, a judge fined Giboulet1,000 Euros 
(suspending half of it) and no jail time. 

Mr. Giboulet intends to appeal. 
Nick Antonaccio is a 35-year 

Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years 
he has conducted wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results 
in instinctive behavior. You can reach him 
at nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or 
on Twitter @sharingwine.

Even When it Comes to Wine, Closure Can Be Comforting 

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

By Nick Antonaccio

‘ the consequences of flaunting regulations’
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We were delighted to frame this contemporary, lovely katubah 
for our customers. What a difference a frame makes.

Pleasantville Community TV Fundraiser Gala
Honoring William F. Flooks, Jr.

President of the
Owner of

Pleasantville Chamber of Commerce

Beecher Flooks Funeral Home, Inc.

Journal Ad

Opportunities

are available

Silent Auction

PCTV is a 501c3 organization
RSVP jsk23g@yahoo.com by April 23rd

914-589-8976 for questions

Saturday, May 3rd. 2014

$125.00 per person

6pm cocktails  7pm dinner
Rowsley Estate

37 Drake Rd.   Scarsdale, N.Y.

Jean-Jacques’ Culinary Creations

checks to be made out to PCTV
2 Jackson Street

Pleasantville, NY 10570
or payable via paypal at www.pctv76.org
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Tuesday, Apr. 22
Japanese and Origami 101. Learn 

Japanese paper folding and language. For 
children in grades 4-6. Chappaqua Public 
Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 
4 p.m. Free. Also April 29 and May 6 
and 13. Registration required. Info and 
registration: 914-238-4779. 

“NIMBY: Nature in My Backyard.” A 
lecture by Dr. Chris Nagy, Mianus River 
Gorge’s director of science and land 
management to commemorate Earth Day.  
He will focus on the connectedness of 
animals, plants and humans in our region 
while highlighting the role that preserves 
and private lands play in the protection 
of quality of life and the environment. 
Bedford Historical Society’s Historic 
Hall, 608 Old Post Rd., Bedford.  Light 
refreshments at 7 p.m. Lecture at 7:30 
p.m.  Free. Info: 914-234-6992 or visit 
www.westchesterlandtrust.org.

Wednesday, Apr. 23
Zumba Fitness. Achieve long-term 

benefits while having a blast in one 
exciting hour of calorie-burning, body-
energizing, awe-inspiring movements 
meant to engage and captivate for life. For 
all fitness levels. Dance Emotions, 75 S. 
Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. Every Monday 
and Wednesday at 9 a.m. and Saturdays at 
10 a.m. Drop in or weekly discount rates 
available. Info: Contact Peggy at 914 960-
4097.

Knitting Group. Hats for our 
servicemen and women overseas and 
other ongoing projects for care centers 
and hospitals. Clinton Street Center, 1A 
Clinton St., Pleasantville. 9:30 to 11:30 
a.m. Free. Meets every Monday and 
Wednesday. Info: 914-769-2021.

Baby Time. A fun interactive lap sit 
story time. Includes songs, rhymes and 
a few very short stories to give babies 
an opportunity to socialize and parents 
a time to share. Recommended for 
newborns through 12 months old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford 
Rd., Pleasantville. 10 to 10:20 a.m. Free. 
Every Monday and Wednesday through 
April. Info: 914-769-0548 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Toddler Time. Uses finger plays, action 
rhymes, songs and stories to encourage an 
enjoyment of books and to stimulate early 
listening skills, learning and speaking 
skills. Recommended for children one 
to two and a half years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 10:30 to 11 a.m. Free. Every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday through 
April. Info: 914-769-0548 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Preschool Story Time. An interactive 
story time using picture books, songs, 
finger plays, action rhymes and other 
activities to encourage the enjoyment 

of books and language. Recommended 
for children two and a half to five years 
old. Mount Pleasant Public Library, 350 
Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 11 to 11:30 
a.m. Free. Every Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday through April. Info: 914-769-0276 
or www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Support Group for Alzeheimer’s 
Caregivers. Temple Shaaray Tefila and 
Westchester Jewish Community Services 
have scheduled this forum to provide 
a place for caregivers to discuss their 
feelings, share their experiences and 
support one another. A specialist from 
the Alzheimer’s Association will lead the 
group and provide educational materials 
and information. All welcome. Temple 
Shaaray Tefila’s Youth Lounge, 89 Baldwin 
Rd., Baldwin Corners. 11 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. Free. Will meet the second and fourth 
Wednesday of each month. Registration 
required. Info and registration: Contact 
the Alzheimer’s Association at 800-272-
3900 or visit www.alz.org/hudsonvalley.

Senior Benefits Information Center. 
Counselors offer older adults one-on-
one counseling covering a broad range 
of topics including Medicare health and 
prescription plans, food stamps, HEAP, 
EPIC, weatherization, minor home repair 
and tax relief programs. Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 Main St., Mount Kisco. 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Free. Every Wednesday. 
Info: 914-231-3260.

Fiber/Yarn Hobby Group. Pleasantville 
Loves Yarn (PLY) is a group of knitters 
and fiber lovers who meet to learn 
from each other and enjoy each other’s 
company. Bring whatever you’re working 
on and share your knowledge or learn 
from the group. All skill levels and any 
fiber/yarn hobby (knitters, crocheters, 
spinners, weavers, etc.) welcome. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 1 to 3 p.m. Free. Info: 914-
769-0548.

Knitting Club. Come learn to knit, or if 
you already know how, bring your current 
project and enjoy a visit with other knitters 
and crocheters. Beginners should bring 
a pair off size 8 or 10 straight knitting 
needles and skein or worsted weight yarn. 
Open to knitters and crocheters 10 years 
old and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 
100 E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 4 to 5:30 
p.m. Free. Meets every Wednesday. Info: 
914-666-8041.

Teen Book Club. Enjoy amazing books, 
fun snacks and entertaining discussions 
with Lauren Berger, who is working 
on her Girl Scout Gold Award. This 
month’s book will be “The Face on the 
Milk Carton” by Caroline B. Cooney. For 
students in grades 6-8. Chappaqua Public 
Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 
5 to 6 p.m. Free. Info: 914-238-4779 or 
www.chappaqualibrary.org.

The Art of Bagdad. With LIU 

Professor Valerie Franco. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

“Jewish-Owned Art & The Nazis.” Art 
looted by the Nazis often makes headlines 
and even features in popular culture. 
Art expert Victoria Reed, curator for 
Provenance at the Museum of Fine Arts 
in Boston will talk about her experiences 
as an “art detective” for Nazi-looted 
art that has made its way into major art 
collections. Purchase College’s Student 
Services Building, Red Room, 735 
Anderson Hill Rd., Purchase. 7:30 p.m. 
Free. Info:  visit www.purchase.edu.

Thursday, Apr. 24
Sustainable Development and 

Construction Financing Conference. 
Pace University and the Urban Land 
Institute Westchester/Fairfield will 
hold this event, which will focus on the 
university’s Master Plan and the latest 
trends in sustainable development and 
financing of major construction projects. 
Pace University’s Kessel Student Center, 
Gottesman Room, 861 Bedford Rd., 
(Entrance 1), Pleasantville. 8:30 to 10:30 
a.m. ULI Members: $30. Non-members: 
$40. ULI Young Leaders Group Members 
and Public Members: $25. Info and 
registration: Visit www.west-fair.uli.org.

Let Your Yoga Dance Classes. The 
popular Kripalu noon dance class is now 
in Chappaqua! Combines easy dance, 
gentle yoga and great music. Come join 
this noncompetitive, heart pumping and 
joyful experience. Drop-ins welcome. 
Dance Emotions, 75 S. Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua.10 a.m. $20 per 75 min. class. 
Every Tuesday and Thursday. Info: 914-
238-8974 or email claudiayogadance@
gmail.com.

Baby Time. A fun interactive lap-sit 
story time. Includes songs, rhymes and 
a few very short stories to gives babies 
an opportunity to socialize and parents 
a time to share. Recommended for 
newborns through 12 months. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 125 Lozza Drive, 
Valhalla. 10 to 10:20 a.m. Free. Also 
Apr. 29. Info: 914-741-0276 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Toddler Time. Uses finger plays, action 
rhymes, songs and stories to encourage 
an enjoyment of books and to stimulate 
early listening skills, learning and 
speaking skills. Mount Pleasant Public 
Library, 125 Lozza Drive, Valhalla. 10:30 
to 11 a.m. Free. Tuesdays through April. 
Recommended for children one to two 
and a half years old. Info: 914-741-0276 
or www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Preschool Story Time. An interactive 
story time using picture books, songs, 
finger plays, action rhymes and other 
activities to encourage the enjoyment 
of books and language. Mount Pleasant 

Public Library, 125 Lozza Drive., Valhalla 
11 to 11:30 a.m. Free. Recommended 
for children two and a half to five years 
old. Tuesdays and Thursdays through 
April. info: 914-741-0276 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Yiddish Vinkle. Yiddish speakers (or 
dabblers) enjoy Yiddish poetry, current 
events, short stories, humor, songs, music 
and great camaraderie. Rosenthal JCC, 
600 Bear Ridge Rd., Pleasantville. 1 to 3 
p.m. $6 suggested donation. Meets every 
Thursday. Info: 914-741-0333 ext. 24 or 
visit www.rosenthaljcc.org.

Multilingual Mother Goose. Learn 
and share songs and rhymes in other 
languages. For children birth to five 
years old; with an adult. Chappaqua 
Public Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua. 2:30 p.m. Free. Meets every 
Thursday. Registration required. Info and 
registration: 914-238-4779.

Screening and Q&A With Producer 
Chuck Smith. “Key to the Riddle” is 
a fascinating look at one of America’s 
most notorious cult visionaries–a man 
who truly believed that art could save his 
life. Using Forrest Bess’s own hauntingly 
sincere words, the book and documentary 
trace the life and logic of this forgotten 
artist. Producer Chuck Smith will 
introduce the film and answer questions 
following the screening. Neuberger 
Museum of Art, 735 Anderson Hill Rd., 
Purchase. 6 to 7 p.m. Free. (with museum 
admission--$5; Seniors--$3.) Info: 914-
251-6100 or visit www.neuberger.org.

Great Books Forum Series. “The 
Awakening” by Kate Chopin will be 
discussed. Led by Professor Heather 
Ostman. Along with the work itself, 
discussions focus on issues of context and 
interpretation. Westchester Community 
College’s Gateway Center, Room 131, 
75 Grasslands Rd., Valhalla. 6 to 8:30 
p.m. Free. Info: Contact Professor James 
Werner at 914-606-6840 or at james.
werner@sunywcc.edu.

“What’s All the Hype About Skype?” 
The Bronxville Career Network will have 
computer expert Pierre Darmon discuss 
everything you need to know about face-
to-face communication using Skype, 
including installation and adjustment 
of settings for usability and security 
and using Skype to your best advantage 
and to reduce phone bills. Reformed 
Church of Bronxville, 180 Pondfield Rd., 
Bronxville. 7 to 9 p.m. Free. Info: Visit 
www.reformedchurch.org or email Sheila 
Larkin at larkin5@optonline.net. 

Friday, Apr. 25
Zumba Gold. Try this low-impact 

approach to Zumba for the older active 
adult and baby boomer with the same 
sassy, sweaty, fun-filled cardio workout in 

continued on page 20
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By Martin Wilbur
Neil Lesher understands a growing 

segment of the population cares deeply 
about eating smartly and healthfully. 
For the past month he’s been doing his 
part to help patrons at his new Bowls 
Handcrafted Salads & Soups in Armonk 
feed into that trend.

Despite having owned and operated 
food establishments in the New York 
area for years, including ice creams 
shops and a bar and grill, when it came 
time for Lesher to open a business 
locally, the Pleasantville resident went 
the healthy route.

The 40-seat eatery is located in a 
brand new space at Armonk Square on 
Main Street and is attractive to those 
who want to watch their waistlines and 
their wallets.

“The hamburger is never going away 
and the salad is never going away,” said 
Lesher, who opened Bowls about five 
weeks ago. “I believe America, or a good 
portion of America, is on a health kick 
and we wanted to be able to contribute 
to that and I felt that people being able 

to create their own salads, having a 
large variety of soup to choose from 
would complement what you’re looking 
for, whether it’s lunch or dinner. We 
felt putting them together made a lot of 
sense.”

Bowls features 11 delicious signature 
salads and a daily lineup of seven to 
nine soups, which are rotated regularly, 
along with chili. Lesher’s customers, or 
guests as he refers to them, have also 
found the make-your-own salad option 
particularly appealing. Starting at 
$5.99, patrons are able to choose from a 
variety of greens, ingredients, toppings 
and about two dozen dressings, many of 
which are gluten free. 

Every salad is served with warm whole 
wheat pita slices and can be topped with 
Bell & Evans chicken, shrimp or organic 
tofu for an additional charge. Typically 
a lunch costs about $10, Lesher said.

One of the more popular signature 
salads is the Euro Kale Caesar Salad, 
featuring a European Kale blend and 
Romaine mix with parmesan cheese 

and croutons paired with pure olive oil 
or creamy Caesar.

Another favorite, Lesher said, has 
been the Vegan Salad, consisting 
of chick peas, sun dried tomatoes, 
cucumber, corn, marinated artichoke 
hearts, roasted red peppers and red 
onion mixed with spinach and romaine 
and paired with a house balsamic 
vinaigrette.

As the weather continues to warm 
up, Lesher will sell lighter soups, then 
return to heartier offerings in the fall.

For children, Bowls makes its own 
macaroni and cheese, which has also 
turned out to be a hit with adults.

“We’ve had a great, great positive 
response from the community and 
local businesses and we’ve had a lot of 
people come from Connecticut and the 
surrounding towns,” Lesher said.

The food choices aren’t the only 
aspect of Bowls that are healthy, as 
Lesher and his staff practice precautions 
for the allergen sensitive. For those who 
want nuts, such as almonds, walnuts or 
sunflower seeds as a topping, his staff 
serves them in a separate container, 
plus the utensils, cutting board and 
preparer’s gloves are changed with every 
order.

On top of all the healthy and tasty 
food, customers can sit in a comfortable 
upscale surroundings which tries to 
makes it seem as though one is dining 
in their living room. This week tables 
with up to 25 seats will be added outside 
for outdoor dining.

In the early going, Lesher has 
been pleased with business and the 
enthusiasm of the community.

“The food is upscale and the food is 
the epitome of healthy,” Lesher said. 
“We wanted to be in the quick-serve, 
fast casual sector and we achieved that 
with our system.”

Bowls is located at 402 Main St., Store 
#5 in Armonk. It opens every day at 11 
a.m. and closes at 7 p.m. on weekdays, 6 
p.m. on Saturday and 5 pm. on Sunday. 
For more information, call 914-730-
1020 or visit www.bowlssalad.com.
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Bowls Handcrafted Salads & Soups
Armonk

Neil Lesher, owner of  Bowls Handcrafted Salads 
& Soups. 
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an easy learning environment. Ongoing 
classes; drop-ins welcome. Addie-tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza, Pleasantville. 11:15 a.m. to 12:15 
p.m. $12. Four- and eight-week cards 
available. Meets every Friday. Info: 914-
747-0808 or email instructor at olin.
amyj@gmail.com.

Book Dominoes. Line ‘em up and 
watch ‘em fall. For students in grades 
6-12. Chappaqua Public Library theater, 
195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 3:30 to 
4:30 p.m. Free. Info: 914-238-4779 or 
www.chappaqualibrary.org.

Zumba Fitness Class. Addie-Tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza (lower level), Pleasantville. 5:30 
to 6:30 p.m. $15 a class. $29 for four 
classes. $55 for eight classes. Meets 
every Friday. Info: 917-215-1720, email 
AddietudeDance@gmail.com or visit 
www.Addie-tude.com. 

Kids Night Out. Settle in with pizza, 
popcorn a nature movie and good 
company. Afterwards, meet some of 
Westmoreland Sanctuary’s resident 
animals. Bring pillows and blankets. Part 
of the Earth Day weekend celebration. 
Westmoreland Sanctuary, 260 Chestnut 
Ridge Rd., Mount Kisco. 6 to 8:30 
p.m. Movie is free; a $20 donation for 
refreshments and fees suggested. 
Info: 914-666-8448 or visit www.
westmorelandsanctuary.org.

Friday Night Cinema and 
Conversation: “The Kite Runner.” With 
LIU Professor Valerie Franco. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East., Armonk. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-
273-3887.

Project Yellow Light Endurance Race. 
Teams of drivers will compete for prizes 
by finishing the most laps in the allotted 
time. Prizes includes seats in the Skip 
Barber Teen Safety and Survival School. 
All proceeds to benefit Project Yellow 
Light. Grand Prix New York, 333 N. 
Bedford Rd., Mount Kisco. 7 p.m. $100 
per team (two to five drivers a team). Info 
and registration: Contact Ben Albano 
at benjamin.albano@greenwichschools.
org, Addison Albano at aalbano@
brunswickschool.org or Austen Albano at 
aalbano@klht.org.

“The King and I.” Yorktown Stage’s 
production of this Rodgers and 
Hammerstein classic musical. Yorktown 
Stage, 1974 Commerce St., Yorktown 
Heights. 7:30 p.m. $26. Seniors (62 and 
over) and students (12-22): $21 Children 
(under 12): $19. Also Apr. 26 at 1 and 
7:30 p.m. and Apr. 27 at 2 p.m. Info 
and tickets: 914-962-0606 or visit www.
yorktownstage.org.

WCC Friday Night Film Series: 
“Bagdad Cafe.” The third of six films in 
this series. This movie exemplifies how 
one person in the right place can affect a 
community of lives. A well-crafted view 

of the lives of tourists everywhere and 
the difficulties they can face. Westchester 
Community College’s Gateway Center, 
Davis Auditorium, 75 Grasslands Rd., 
Valhalla (Use Parking Lot 1). Doors open 
at 7:10 p.m. Refreshments at 7:30 p.m. 
Movie at 8 p.m. $11. Seniors $10. Info: 
Contact Bob Bruckenthal at 914-723-
3186.

Saturday, Apr. 26
Chappaqua Farmers Market. Church 

of St. Mary the Virgin, 191 S. Greeley 
Ave., Chappaqua. 8:30 to 1 p.m. Every 
Saturday until May. Info: Visit www.
chappaquafarmersmarket.org.

Pleasantville Farmers Market. The 
market is back indoors and even better 
than last year, with more winter-grown 
produce, meats, breads, cheeses, prepared 
foods and all the goodies you know and 
love. Pleasantville Middle School, 40 
Romer Ave., Pleasantville. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Every Saturday until mid May. Info: Visit 
www.pleasantvillefarmersmarket.org.

New Castle Town Clean-Up Day. 
The Beautification Advisory Board of 
New Castle is once again organizing this 
event as community volunteers tidy up 
the town. Plastic bags and gloves will be 
available at New Castle Town Hall, 200 
S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua, and in from 
of A&P supermarket, 230 Saw Mill River 
Rd., Millwood. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Info: 914-
238-4771.

Zero Waste Day. North Castle residents 
have an opportunity to donate certain 
gently used items for reuse by others and 
to recycle scrap metal and electronic waste 
and to shred personal papers. Behind 
North Castle Town Hall, 15 Bedford Rd., 
Armonk. 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Info: Visit www.
northcastleny.com.

15th Annual Native Plant Sale. 
Hundreds of beautiful, beneficial native 
plants will be available. The sale will 
offer a large selection of plants especially 
beneficial to birds, many of which were 
recommended by local chapters of the 
National Audubon Society. There will also 
be a sale of garden accessories. Westchester 
Community College,75 Grasslands Rd., 
Valhalla. (Park in Visitor Lot #1) 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Info or to volunteer: 914-606-
7870, visit www.nativeplantcenter.org or 
email wcc.nativeplant@sunywcc.org.

Earth Day Weekend Activities. 
Westmoreland Sanctuary is offering 
several programs to discover different 
parts of the Earth. Enjoy a hike build 
a hummingbird feeder or learn about 
endangered animals. Westmoreland 
Sanctuary, 260 Chestnut Ridge Rd., 
Mount Kisco. Wildlife management area 
hike at 10 a.m. Endangered species at 
1 p.m. Hummingbird feeders at 3 p.m. 
Members: Free. Non-members: $5 for 
one program; $7 for two programs; $10 
for three programs. Info: 914-666-8448 
or visit www.westmorelandsanctuary.org.

Learn Chair Yoga. Experience greater 
flexibility, cardiovascular endurance, 
improved balance, strengthening and 
toning of muscles, better digestion, stress 
reduction, mental clarity, improved 
breathing, relaxation and an overall sense 
of well-being. No previous yoga or fitness 
experience exercise necessary. Led by 
Alka Tewani, registered yoga therapist 
and certified chair yoga instructor. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 10:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Saturday through June 7 (except for May 
24). Info: 914-273-3887. 

SAT or ACT Practice Test. A chance 
for high school students to take one of 
these practice exams. Summit Educational 
Group will proctor, score the test and 
provide a detailed analysis and score to 
each student within 10 days. Katonah 
Village Library, 26 Bedford Rd., Katonah. 
10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Free. Registration 
required. Info: Visit www.katonahlibrary.
org/teens/programs.Registration: 1-800-
698-8867 or visit www.mytutor.com/
practicetest. 

Jilly Puppets. Sing, dance, play games 
and listen to stories with Jilly and her 
colorful, fantastical puppets. Greenburgh 
Nature Center, 99 Dromore Rd., 
Scarsdale. 11 a.m. show recommended 
for four-year-olds  and under. 1 p.m. 
show for children four to seven years old. 
Members: $7. Non-members: $10. Space 
limited. Pre-registration online strongly 
recommended. Info and pre-registration: 
www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Every Day is Earth Day. Take part in 
an Eco-quest designed by the volunteer 
group, Teens and Teatown. Explore the 
dirt as an art material and make a painting 
with dirt pigment stains and colorful 
crushed rock pigments on watercolor 
paper. This workshop is a great way to 
gain a whole new understanding of the 
Earth. Guided by Strawtown Studio artists 
an educators. All welcome. Teatown Lake 
Reservation, 1600 Spring Valley Rd., 
Ossining. Members: Free. Non-members: 
$5. 1 to 3 p.m. Pre-registration required. 
Info and pre-registration: 914-762-2912 
ext. 110.                                                                                  

Cherry Blossom Festival. The third 
annual festival featuring hands-on 
workshops and activities in the traditional 
arts of Japan, including Ikebana (flower 
arranging), weaving workshops  and a 
traditional Japanese dance performance. 
Part of the center’s Folk Arts Series. 
Pelham Art Center, 155 Fifth Ave., 
Pelham. 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. Free. Info: 914-
738-2525 or visit pelhamartcenter.org.

7th Rising Star Concert. Classical 
and contemporary works from the West 
and East performed by Asian-American 
students from 8 to 18 years old selected 
via audition by a panel of judges. 
Featuring classical instruments from the 
West and traditional Asian instruments. 
Chappaqua Public Library, 195 S. Greeley 

Ave., Chappaqua. 2 to 4 p.m. Free. Info: 
914-238-4779. Info: Email RisingStar@
oca-whv.org.

Arc Stages’ Spring Gala. Featuring 
performances by Broadway actors David 
Nathan Perlow, Hannah Shankman and 
Eric Meyers and a live auction. Catered 
by Ruth’s Chris Steak House. Hosted by 
Pleasantville Mayor Peter Scherer. Arc 
Stages, 147 Wheeler Ave., Pleasantville. 6 
p.m. $155. Info and tickets: 914-747-6206 
or visit www.arcstages.org.

Winemakers Challenge. The 2014 
challenge, sponsored by the Thornwood 
Lions Club and the Prospero Winery, 
features a five-course meal with 
appropriate wine pairings. There will 
also be wine competitions. All proceeds 
to benefit local community projects. 
Stone Manor Inn, 101 Saw Mill River Rd., 
Hawthorne. 6 p.m. $25 for each bottle of 
wine entered into competition; $75 per 
person for dinner. Info: Contact Carl 
Fulgenzi at 914-557-2590. 

Ars Antiqua Concert: “The 
Borrowers.” It was common practice 
for baroque composers such as Handel 
and Bach to borrow, revise and adapt 
the music of others for their own use. 
This concert explores the 18th century 
art or reinvention. Followed by a buffet 
reception of artisanal cheeses and wine. 
Church of St. Mary the Virgin, 191 S. 
Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 8 p.m. $35. 
Tickets available at the door starting at 
7:30 p.m. Info: Contact Mark Kramer at 
914-238-8015, visit www.ars-antiqua.org. 
or email mark@susanlawrence.com.

Grounded Aerial. Sporting dazzling 
moves with flying bodies defying gravity, 
this innovative aerial dance company 
featuring innovative modern dance and 
uniquely rigged aerial elements will breeze 
through Westchester with an exciting, 
mind- and body-bending production. 
Westchester Community College’s 
Academic Arts Theatre, 75 Grasslands 
Rd., Valhalla. 8 p.m. $22. Seniors: $20. 
Children (under 13): $16. Info and tickets: 
Visit sunywcc.edu/SmartArts. 

“Shubertiade.” The work of composer 
Franz Schubert will be presented in this 
Friends of Music concert featuring pianist 
Michael Brown, baritone Mischa Bouvier 
and violinist David Southorn, violist 
Wei-Hang Andy Lin and cellist Michai 
Marica. Sleepy Hollow High School, 
210 N. Broadway (Route 9), Sleepy 
Hollow. 8 p.m. $30. Students: $15. Info 
and tickets: 914-861-5080 or visit www.
friendsofmusic.org.

Katonah Studio Jazz Band. The band 
returns to its Mount Kisco home base with 
its regulars, keyboardist Robert Kessler, 
saxophonist R.J. Marx, drummer Jack 
Falco and bass player Bill McCrossen. Via 
Vanti!, 2 Kirby Plaza, Mount Kisco. 9 p.m. 
Info: Visit www.katonahstudiojazzband.
com or www.viavanti.com or call 914-
666-6400.

continued from page 18
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Your spine is 
essentially the 
most complex 
joint in your body. 
It’s composed 
of 33 vertebrae 
stacked one on 
top of each other 
(with soft discs 
between each for 
cushioning) and 
linked together 
by ligaments. 

This precarious 
structure happens to support and 
surround a bundle of vital nerves that 
run the length of your back to your 
brain. All those delicate nerves help 
explain why, when you’re battling 
persistent or chronic back pain, you’ll 
often be referred to a spine specialist 
with in-depth understanding of the 
nervous system: a neurosurgeon. This is 
the one misconception I run into when 
people learn of my specialty. They think 
neurosurgeons focus on the brain and 
only orthopedic surgeons work on the 
spine.

In fact, I’m a spine specialist. Most 

commonly, I see patients who 
have a pinched nerve in their 
neck or back that’s causing arm 
or leg pain. The pain can result 
from an accident or from heavy 
lifting. Some patients have 
arthritis in the back — called 
stenosis — which can lead to 
thickening of ligaments that 
link together the vertebrae, 
bone spurs and eventually a 
narrowing of the spinal canal 
creating pressure on nerves. 

Other patients may be 
suffering from the breakdown 
of the soft discs between the 
vertebrae, a condition known 
as spondylolysis. Fractures 
and tumors can also cause 
spinal pain. And then there 
are patients whose pain doesn’t 
have a definite cause. 

Patients will end up being 
referred to a spine specialist 
such as myself after standard 
treatments, such as rest, 
physical therapy, pain killers 
and steroid injections have 
failed. I’ll use imaging such 

as MRIs to try and reach a 
definite diagnosis. In the 
case of spondylolysis, I can 
remove the disc and possibly 
insert an artificial disc to 
help maintain the spine’s 
mobility. For stenosis, I might 
recommend a laminectomy to 
remove some of the bone on 
the vertebrae that is pressing 
on the spinal nerves. Some 
patients benefit from fusing 
vertebrae together to help 
stabilize the spine. 

Despite the delicacy 
and complexity of these 
operations, many can be done 
as outpatient surgery because 
the tools and techniques 
have improved so much. One 
technology that has helped 
spinal surgeons immensely 
and helps improve surgical 
outcomes is the O-Arm. The 
excellent views offered by 
the O-Arm allow surgeons 
to operate with increased 
precision and patient 
safety, and that’s incredibly 

important when performing complex 
neurosurgery and spine surgery. The 
O-Arm lowers the risk of spinal nerve 
damage. What’s more, when the O-Arm 
is used for implants or fusing vertebrae, 
it helps reduce the chance that a screw 
or pin will be placed in a poor position 
— a situation that can require further 
surgery.  

Dr. John Abrahams is chief of 
neurosurgery at Northern Westchester 
Hospital in Mount Kisco and co-director 
of spine surgery at the Orthopedic and 
Spine Institute at NWH.

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

1. thither (adj.)
   A) thin and feeble B) beset with problems    C) more remote

2. caterwaul (v.)
   A) to cause to fall  B) make a harsh cry   C) drink to excess 

3. fatuous (adj.)
   A) solemn  B) silly   C) steadfast 

4. précis (n.)
   A) an obscure fact  B) something predicted   C) a concise summary

5. hoary (n.)
   A) extremely old  B) extremely rare   C) extremely large 

6. judder (v.) 
   A) to vibrate violently  B) rearrange   C) deprive unfairly 

7. mendicant (n.)
   A) the lowest amount  B) a beggar   C) a beer cask 

8. schtum (adj.)
   A) irritated  B) devious   C) silent 

This Pub’s For You. To celebrate the 450th anniversary of the birth of William Shakespeare on 
Apr. 23, the quiz words this week come from the book “Shakespeare’s Pub” by Pete Brown. This 
very enjoyable book is a “bar stool history of London” told through the story of the George Inn, the 
oldest pub in London. Cheers. 

THERE’S A WORD FOR IT
A vocabulary-building quiz  

By Edward Goralski

ANSWERS:
1. C. Being on the other and father side; more 
remote
2. B. To make a harsh cry as of cats
3. B. Complacently or inanely foolish; silly
4. C. A concise summary of essential points, 

statements or facts
5. A. Extremely old; ancient 
6. A. To vibrate noisily or violently 
7. B. A beggar
8. C. Silent; non-communicative 
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ser·vice  (sûrvis)  n.
1. the action of helping or doing work for someone 2. an act 
of assistance 3. assistance or advice given to customers 
before and after the sale of goods.

By Dr. John Abrahams

When Battling Back Pain, it’s Often Best to See a Neurosurgeon

 
  

GIANT TAG SALE 
Household, jewelry, toys, tools, 
clothing and MORE 
hot dogs & refreshments too! 
SATURDAY April 26 
10AM Ð 4 PM 
American Legion Hall 
27 Legion Drive, Valhalla 
Donated items accepted  
April 21-25 from 6pm to 8pm only 
Fundraiser supports Valhalla 
American Legion Auxiliary 
programs 
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EXAMINERÊMEDIA Classifi eds 042214

Classifi ed Ad Deadline
ÊisÊThursdays at 5pm for 

the next weekʼs publication

ADOPTION
UNPLANNED PREGNANCY? Caring 
local licensed adoption agency provides 
� nancial and emotional support. Choose 
from loving pre-approved families. Habla 
Espanol.  Call Joy  1-914-939-1180 or con-
� dential email: Adopt@ForeverFamilies-
� roughAdoption.org

AUCTIONS
Buy or sell at AARauctions.com. Contents 
of homes, businesses, vehicles and real es-
tate. Bid NOW! AARauctions.com Lights, 
Camera, Auction. No longer the best kept 
secret.

MONTGOMERY COUNTY, NY REAL 
PROPERTY TAX FORECLOSURE 
AUCTION: May 13th @ 11AM, Horace 
Inman Senior Center, Amsterdam, NY. 
800-292-7653. Free brochure: www.HA-
ROFF.com

LIVE AUCTIONS - States of MA and 
VT Surplus MA - Sat, April 26th - 289 Ly-
man Rd, Westborough, MA VT - Sat, May 
10th - 1744 US Rt. 302, Berlin, VTCars- 
Trucks- Equipment CALL: 1-800-536-
1401 www.auctionsInternational.com 
Lic# AU2740

AUCTIONS MARINA & RV PARK 
WHITEHALL, NY - Full Service Marina 

at Lock 12; O� ered Together or Sepa-
rately; Auctions: May 13; 10% Buyer's 
Premium; For additional details & terms, 
visit www.tranzon.com; Tranzon Auction 
Properties; 716-507-9009; Michael Foster, 
NY Broker #49F00966562

AUTOÊDONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
bene� ting Make-A-Wish. We o� er free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible. Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
bene� ting Make-A-Wish.  We o� er free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

FORÊSALE
Privacy Hedges- SPRING Blowout Sale 
6�  Arborvitae (cedar) Regular $129 Now 
$59 Beautiful, Nursery Grown. FREE In-
stallation/FREE delivery 518-536-1367 
www.lowcosttrees.com Limited Supply!

HELPÊWANTED
HOME CARE AIDE - Looking for a full 
time position to take care of the elderly.  
Over 15 years experience.  Will cook, do 
laundry, help with bathing - anything 
that is needed. Live in or live out.  Very 
reliable, excellent references.  Call Sha-
ron at 347-739-7717.

IFCA HOUSING NETWORK IN OS-
SINING seeds a new Executive Direc-
tor to further the mission of sustaining 
community, diversity and opportunity 
through workforce/a� ordable housing 
and vital social services.  Please see www.
ifcany.org. Cover, resume and salary his-
tory to Susan Egmont, Egmont Associ-
ates, segmont@egmontassociates.com.

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here Get FAA 
approved Aviation Maintenance Techni-
cian training. Financial aid for quali� ed 
students Housing available. Job placement 
assistance. Call AIM 866-296-7093

TANKER DRIVERS - Solo/Team: Up to 
$5,000 Sign-On Bonus! Up to 63cpm plus 
additional for pump o� s, mileage bonuses! 
1-year OTR required. Call 888.799.4873 
www.drive4oakley.com

HIRING ONE TON AND 3/4 TON 
PICKUP TRUCKS to deliver RV's. .10 
a mile. Sign-on Bonus, 4 Terminals & 8 
Backhaul Locations. Call 866-764-1601 or 
www.foremosttransport.com

HOMEÊIMPROVEMENT
HAS YOUR BUILDING SHIFTED OR 
SETTLED? Contact Woodford Brothers 
Inc, for straightening, leveling, foundation 
and wood frame repairs at 1-800-OLD-
BARN. www.woodfordbros.com. "Not ap-
plicable in Queens county"

LANDÊFORÊSALE
FARM SACRIFICE! 5 acres - $19,900 
Great views, quiet country road, gorgeous 
hilltop setting! So Tier, NY. Guaranteed 
buildable! 5 tracts avail UNDER $20,000! 
Terms! Hurry! 888-905-8847.  Newyork-
landandlakes.com

STREAM- VIEWS- 10 acres - $39,900. 
Upstate NY hilltop farm, mins to PA bor-
der! Woods, � elds, perfect building site 
for getaway cabin! Terms! Wonít last! 888-
701-7509

LAWNÊANDÊGARDEN
PRIVACY HEDGES- Blowout SALE 6 
foot Arborvitae (cedar) Regular: $129 
NOW: $59 FREE installation/FREE de-
livery Call TODAY Limited supply: 518-
536-1367 www.lowcosttrees.com Beauti-
ful & Nursery Grown. 

LOTSÊ&ÊACREAGE
WATERFRONT LOTS- Virginia's East-
ern Shore. Was 325K Now from $65,000- 
Community Center Pool. 1acre+ lots, Bay 
& Ocean Access, Great Fishing, Crabbing, 
Kayaking. Custom Homes. www.oldemi-
llpointe.com 757-824-0808

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4897.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship. FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

OPENÊHOUSE
SUNDAY APRIL 27TH,  MOHEGAN 
LAKE OPEN HOUSE. 2:00 - 4:00PM. 
3354 Lake Shore Drive. 4 BR, 2 BA. Ap-
prox. 1/2 acre. Great lake views. Steps to 
private beach. Full Basement/Garage. Full 
rebuild completed end of 2013. Virtually 
everything new. All details, 40 photos on 
zillow.com 914-274-7490

OUTÊOFÊSTATEÊREALÊESTATE
Sebastian, Florida Beautiful 55+ manu-
factured home community. 4.4 miles to 
the beach,  miles to the riverfront district. 
Homes starting at $39,000. 772-581-0080, 
www.beach-cove.com.

VACATIONÊRENTALS
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of a� ordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open dai-
ly. Holiday Real Estate. 1-800-638-2102. 
Online reservations: www.holidayoc.com

WANTED
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT
914-654-1683 

CASH for Coins! Buying ALL Gold & Sil-
ver. Also Stamps & Paper Money, Entire 
Collections, Estates. Travel to your home. 
Call Marc in NY 1-800-959-3419

USA

Spring SaleSpring Sale
Going On Now!

USA

Free
Install
With This Ad!

2014 © Rainbow Play Systems, Inc

in the
Manufactued

Fully Modular
Lifetime Warranty
100% Redwood

World’s 
Safest 

Trampolines

Danbury

MyKidsRainbow.com

203-794-1201
*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR

TRANZON.COM

Tranzon Auction Properties | Michael Foster, NY Broker #49F00966562 | $25,000 deposit to be increased to 
equal 10% within 1 business day of sale | 30 days to close | Sales Subject to Terms & Conditions

716-507-9009

New York Statewide Classifieds, 2x2, Week of April 21

FORECLOSURE AUCTION
Offered as a Package
Property Located at 181,185,191,195 Pleasant Hill Road, 
Town of Cornwall, Orange County, NY

Hw
y 

79

Interstate I-87

Pleasant Hill Road15.9± Ac.

6.4± Ac.

4± Ac.

3.7± 
Ac.

Auction: Tuesday, May 6 at 10:00am ET
Auction Location: Orange County Courthouse, 3rd Floor, 285 Main Street, Goshen, NY

4 Residential Building Lots totaling 30± Acres

AP14022

To Place a Classifi ed Ad 
CallÊ914-864-0878
or e-mail classifi eds

@theexaminernews.com
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ExaminerSports
By Andy Jacobs

A shocking six-goal lead for the Horace 
Greeley boys’ lacrosse team had all but 
disappeared and now, as the clock ticked 
down to the final minute of play, the ball 
predictably wound up on the stick of Brian 
Prunty, the Lakeland/Panas middie who 
had already scored five times. It seemed 
almost inevitable the Rebels’ star would 
soon tie the game and force overtime.

Not on this day, though.
Before he could make his move to 

the cage, the Quaker defense rose to the 
occasion, dislodging the ball from Prunty’s 
possession and creating the turnover that 
all but sealed the outcome. Greeley soon 
managed to run out the clock at the other 
end of the field to emerge with an 11-10 
victory Saturday afternoon in Shrub Oak 
that left the host Rebels stunned and put the 
rest of the section on notice that the Quakers 
might be a team to be reckoned with. 

“Our kids executed and they played 
within themselves,” said Quakers coach 
Vin DeGregorio shortly after time had run 
out on the Lakeland/Panas comeback bid. 
“They played as a team and that’s all we 
could ask for.”

Alex Hartman finished with three goals 
and an assist, while Owen Gatto, Alex 
Ives and Matt Baum  provided two goals 
apiece for the upstart Quakers, who built a 
9-4 halftime lead, scored early in the third 
quarter and then barely hung on the rest of 
the way. Goalie Noah Weissman made seven 
of his 17 saves in the final quarter to help 
thwart the Rebels’ second-half resurgence. 

“Games like today are why we come out,” 
said DeGregorio. “We play a tough schedule 
and this team has been outstanding all 
season long. These guys, they play with 
heart and hustle and I always tell ‘em that’s 
the one thing that you actually can’t coach. 
And they have it.”

On a spectacular spring day against a 
Lakeland/Panas team that had won seven of 
its eight games so far, the Quakers provided 
an early hint of what was in store for the 
Rebels by getting on the scoreboard first, 
with a goal by Hartman just two minutes 
and 20 seconds into the contest. But it took 
the Rebels just eight seconds to get even 
again, and then Prunty gave L/P its only 
lead of the day when he fired a lefty laser 
high into the back of the net over the right 
shoulder of  Weissman with 4:43 left in the 
opening quarter. 

Less than 90 seconds later, though, 
Hartman absorbed a Rebel check, then 
rifled in his second goal of the game from 
straightaway. A lefty shot by Gatto with 2:13 
to go in the period gave the Quakers a one-
goal lead again before Kevin Prunty tied the 
game at 3-3 nearly a minute later. 

Once the second quarter began, Greeley 
took complete command, scoring three 
times within the first two minutes. Ethan 

Frieder gave the Quakers the lead for good 
at 4-3 when he beat Rebel goalie Michael 
Zingaro from right of the cage. Just 35 
seconds later, Baum took a pass from Sam 
Mishkind and netted his first goal of the 
game. When Hartman tallied his third goal 
of the day from a wide angle right of the 
cage only 37 seconds after that, the Quakers’ 
lead was suddenly 6-3.

The Rebels’ Sean Murphy narrowed the 
L/P deficit to two goals when he scored with 
8:24 left in the quarter, but Greeley closed 
the half by scoring three unanswered goals 
starting with one from Baum after he faked 
out Zingaro by holding up on a righty shot 
and then quickly pulling the trigger left-
handed. Ives made it 8-4 when he scored 
while tumbling to the turf with 5:06 to go 
and then Hartman went behind the cage 
and slipped a pass to Jack Grossman waiting 
on the right doorstep with two and a half 
minutes left in the half. 

“The message at halftime,” said 
DeGregorio, “was that we’re approaching 
the second half as if it were 0-0 and we’re 
gonna execute our game plan that we 
started out with.”

The Quakers returned to the field after 
intermission with a head-turning, five-goal 

lead and the phone of one of their assistant 
coaches ringing off the hook thanks to the 
immediacy of social media. 

“The whole section’s abuzz,” he said to the 
players as they broke their halftime huddle, 
hoping to finish what they had started. 

Just 53 seconds into the third quarter, 
Gatto provided even more reason to keep 
the phone ringing when he ran to his right 
and fired in his second goal, stretching 
Greeley’s lead to 10-4. 

Asked if he was ever able to relax, even 
with a six-goal cushion, DeGregorio 
answered, “Although it was 10-4, I never 
really felt comfortable until that last horn 
went off. You know they’re gonna come 
back. It was just a matter of if we could hold 
‘em back and stick to executing our game 
plan. I think that when you’re playing one 
of the best teams in Section One there’s no 
comfort. There couldn’t be a scoring margin 
large enough to make us feel comfortable.”

Sure enough, the Rebels soon stormed 
back, getting successive goals from four 
different players in just over four and a half 
minutes to slice the Greeley lead to 10-8. 
With 90 seconds left in the third quarter, 
Zingaro, who had already faced several 
shots on a lengthy Quaker possession, made 

a big save against Zander Levitz and the two 
teams headed for the final period separated 
by just two goals.

Lakeland/Panas moved to within one 
with 8:44 to go on a fast break following an 
ill-advised shot by the Quakers at the other 
end of the field. But with 6:11 on the clock, 
Baum came around the back of the cage and 
restored the two-goal Greeley lead with a 
shot from the left side of the crease. 

The Rebels sliced the lead to one again 
with 2:16 remaining on Brian Prunty’s 
fifth goal of the day, but that was as close as 
they would get. The big play by the Quaker 
defense in the final minute against Prunty 
enabled Greeley to get possession as the 
final seconds ticked off the clock. 

“No matter what the outcome this 
season, they’re already something special,” 
said DeGregorio about his players. “This 
team has it all together. You know what, 
we’ll certainly enjoy the win today. But they 
know that the ultimate goal is to be section 
champions, and that’s the goal that’s in their 
minds.”

A Big Lead Disappears, but Greeley Hangs On to Stun the Rebels

Alex Hartman moves 
the ball up the field in 
Saturday’s game. He 
scored three goals in the 
11-10 Quaker victory.

Greeley goalie Noah Weissman made seven saves 
in the fourth quarter to help thwart the Rebels’ 
comeback bid on Saturday.

Horace Greeley’s Jack Grossman (left) and Alex 
Ives celebrate a Quaker goal during the win over 
the Rebels.

Greeley’s Ethan Frieder tries to run by Brian 
Prunty of  Lakeland/Panas in Saturday’s game in 
Shrub Oak.

Zander Levitz of  Greeley fires a shot on goal in 
the Quakers’ 11-10 win on Saturday.

Greeley’s Owen Gatto works his way to the cage in 
Saturday’s win vs. Lakeland/Panas.
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By Andy Jacobs
Three innings into last Thursday’s home 

softball game, the Horace Greeley Quakers 
seemed to have plenty of reasons to smile. A 
couple of bone-chilling days had given way 
to more tolerable temperatures, the visitors 
from Yorktown were putting runners on 
base but not scoring and the opportunistic 
Quakers had found a way to manufacture a 
pair of early runs.

But from the fourth inning on, there was 
nothing to smile about for the Quakers. 
Yorktown scored three times to grab the 
lead, then added nine more runs in the 
fifth to turn the contest into a rout. Taking 
advantage of numerous Greeley errors, 
the Huskers wound up winning 15-2 and 
sending the Quakers to their fourth loss in 
six games this season. 

“The fielding just fell apart,” said Quakers 
coach Mitchell Cheser afterwards. “You 
can’t make eight errors in a game and expect 
to contend. Very disappointed. We haven’t 
done this all season.”

The Quakers had built their short-lived, 
two-run lead by playing some small ball 
in the bottom of the third inning. Demi 
Pardalis led off by walking on four pitches 
and then reached third when Leslie Jabloner 
followed with an infield hit. A wild pitch 
brought home Pardalis with the game’s first 
run. 

One out and a new pitcher later, Greeley 
added its second run on Ashley Rosenberg’s 
infield hit to deep short that plated Jabloner, 
who had stolen third base. But after Jackie 
Hoffman walked to load the bases, the 
Quakers’ opportunity to open up a much 
bigger lead disappeared when Coleen 
Guernier grounded out to second base to 
end the inning.

Yorktown had managed to put two 
runners on in each of the first three innings 
against Hoffman, the Quakers’ starting 
pitcher, but had nothing to show for it on 
the scoreboard. Both runners in the top of 
the first were cut down trying for second 
base, and in the second inning Hoffman 
stranded a pair of Huskers by retiring 
Stephanie Ragusa on a pop-up to shortstop 
Ali Leroy and getting Leanara Porcelli to 
strike out. 

In the third, the Huskers’ Jill Losier led 
off with a walk, but was promptly cut down 
by Quaker catcher Ashley Smith trying to 
steal second base. Amanda Bozentko then 
reached on an infield hit and advanced to 

third on a pair of wild pitches. But Hoffman 
got out of trouble by getting Dominique 
Bisaccia to fly out to center for the final out.

Unfortunately for Hoffman and the 
Quakers, their good fortune disappeared 
an inning later. A one-out walk followed by 
Sam Wilson’s line single to center put the 
tying runs on base for the Huskers. Ragusa’s 
sacrifice bunt turned into a hit when she 
beat the throw to first, loading the bases. 
Porcelli then bunted to the left side of the 
mound, but the throw home was high and 
couldn’t be caught, enabling Yorktown to 
finally get its first run.  

Before Hoffman could get out of the 
inning, the Huskers would add two more 
runs to take the lead for good without even 
hitting the ball out of the infield. In the 
bottom of the fourth, Quakers right fielder 
Nicole Walkerwicz led off with a walk, but 
was thrown out trying to steal second. Even 
worse for Greeley, she twisted her ankle as 
she approached the base and was forced to 
leave the game.

That was a hint of things to come. In 
the top of the fifth, the Quakers made four 
errors and the Huskers sent 13 batters to 
the plate. By the time the Huskers’ half of 
the inning finally ended nearly a half hour 
later, their lead had ballooned to 12-2 and a 

once-promising afternoon had been ruined 
for the Quakers’ bewildered coach.

“I don’t know what happened,” said 
Cheser. “We just had a bad day. We’ve got 
to shake it off.”

Hoffman had actually retired the first 
Yorktown batter she faced that inning, 
Bisaccia, on a fly ball to left field. But five 
consecutive singles followed and then one 
run was walked in and two more scored 
on wild pitches. Add in all the errors and 
it was a recipe for disaster for the Quakers, 
who, suddenly facing a 10-run-deficit, went 
down in order in their half of the inning. 

A throwing error in the top of the sixth 
brought in two more runs for Yorktown 
before Bisaccia closed the day’s scoring with 
an RBI single to left. Husker relief pitcher 
Brianna Buck, who limited the Quakers to 
just one hit after taking over for Madison 
Drezek in the third, retired the last six 
batters she faced, three by strikeouts, to end 
the game.

“Better days are gonna happen,” said 
Cheser, whose team finished the week by 
getting no-hit in White Plains on Saturday. 

“Just shake it off, that’s all you can do. You 
can’t dwell on it. You dwell on it, it makes 
things even worse. Forget about it and turn 
the page.”

‘I don’t know what
happened. We just
had a bad day. We’ve
got to shake it off.’
 
-coach Mitchell Cheser

Jackie Hoffman delivers a pitch in 
Greeley’s home game vs. Yorktown 
last Thursday.

Greeley first baseman Colleen Guernier is unable to field a throw as Yorktown’s Lexi Giordano reaches 
safely in last week’s game.

Greeley coach Mitchell Cheser watches his team in 
Thursday’s home loss.

Greeley center fielder Sammy Russo tries to make 
a diving catch in Thursday’s game.

Greeley’s Demi Pardalis puts on the brakes 
between second and third base vs. the Huskers.

Greeley batter Sammy Russo sends the ball out 
toward left field in a Quaker home game last 
Thursday afternoon.

Quaker shortstop Ali Leroy tracks a pop fly during 
last Thursday’s home loss to Yorktown.

Errors Aplenty Doom the Quakers to a Lopsided Loss 
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Briarcliff’s Brendan Krupa controls the ball behind 
the cage vs. Croton.
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Ethan Krupa of  Briarcliff  fires a shot on goal in 
the Bears’ home game vs. Croton-Harmon.

Briarcliff  goalie Graham Goldheim stays ready in 
front of  the cage in last week’s game.

Peyton Long scores a goal for Pleasantville during 
Wednesday’s second-half  Panther surge that 
almost erased an eight-goal deficit to Nyack.

Stefano Paone tries to avoid a check near midfield 
in Briarcliff’s home game last Wednesday.

John Plimpton of  Briarcliff  tries to make his way 
up the field in last Wednesday’s home game vs. 
Croton. 

Briarcliff’s Michael Greenberg takes the ball 
across the field vs. the Croton Tigers.

Pleasantville’s Nancy Howe gets set to shoot vs. 
visiting Nyack last week.

The Panthers’ 
Katie McAllister 
moves the ball 
up the field vs. 
visiting Nyack.

Niclole DiFabio of  Pleasantville heads for the goal in the Panthers’ home loss to Nyack last Wednesday 
afternoon.

Pleasantville’s Maria Howe finished with six goals 
in last week’s game vs. visiting Nyack.
Left: Liana Frasca of  Pleasantville controls the 
ball in the second half  of  last Wednesday’s home 
game.

SPORTS
SCENE
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Valhalla’s Offense Sputters in a Loss to Ardsley
By Skip Pearlman

The Valhalla baseball team got a 
strong pitching effort from junior right-
hander Ryan Cornell last Thursday, but 
the Vikings struggled in the field and at 
the plate, and ended up dropping a 4-1 
decision to Ardsley in a game played at 
Ardsley High School.

Chris Strnad drove in a run early 
for Valhalla (2-3), and the game stayed 
tied at 1-1 until the fourth inning when 
Ardsley pushed a run across to take the 
lead for good. The Panthers tacked two 
more on in the fifth as Alex Miller (two 

RBI) ripped a double that gave the hosts 
their final margin of victory. 

Senior captain Matt Shear (2-1) picked 
up the win for Ardsley, tossing six 
innings and allowing one run on four 
hits with six strikeouts and three walks. 
Dylan Resk got a save and also drove in a 
run for the Panthers.

Cornell, starting for the first time on 
varsity, took the loss for Valhalla, giving 
up just three hits and one earned run. He 
fanned three batters and walked two. 

Vikings coach Josh Wolfson liked 
what he saw from Cornell, but some 
sloppy defense cost the Vikings in key 
situations. 

“Both pitchers pitched well,” Wolfson 
said. “It was a cold day, and the bats 
really weren’t there… but our defense 
didn’t show up today. We thought we 
should be going out for the bottom of 
the seventh, with the way our pitcher 
pitched. But we didn’t play well enough 
defensively. We only gave up one earned 
run, but it’s still disappointing when you 
don’t make the routine plays. We made 
at least five errors, unfortunately. We’ve 
been a pretty good defensive team so far 
this year. Today it just didn’t work out.”

Despite some trouble with his 
command in the first couple of innings, 
Cornell still managed to impress his 
coach. “It was his first start on the varsity, 
and he struggled a little early with his 
control,” Wolfson said. “ But he found his 
command and he gutted his way through 
five innings.”

Sergio Osorio and Sam Gannon each 
had a pair of hits for Valhalla, but the 
Vikings’ offense never managed to get 
anything going against Shear.

“After today’s game, our defense has 
really got to pick it up,” Wolfson said. 
“Our pitching has been there for the 
first five games. But offensively and 
defensively, we have to pick our game 
up.”

Valhalla was scheduled to host 
Harrison today (Tuesday) at 4:30 p.m.; 
the Vikings visit Blind Brook Friday at 
4:30, and host Westlake Saturday at 11 
a.m.
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Mahopac 
RailRoad Tie

Quality Deck Lumber
#1 Pressure Treated Lumber

Trex , Cedar & 
Mahogany Decking
Composite Decking

Vinyl Railings
Decorative Handrail

Heavy Timbers
911 Rt 6

Mahopac NY 10541
www.decklumber.com

845-628-8111
Mon-Fri 7:30 -4:30 • Sat 8:00 -1:00

Find us on

Junior Ryan Cornell delivers against Ardsley in a 
Vikings loss last Thursday on the road. 

Valhalla’s Sam Gannon fires to first as Mitch Gross 
of  Ardsley is out at second last Thursday.

Chris Strnad drove in Valhalla’s only run in a 4-1 
loss last week. 
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Focus
on

PACE
Tommy Gilmore tries to run past Kerry Craig of  Assumption in last week’s game.

Matthew Cossidente gets set to unleash a shot in 
last week’s 11-7 home win.

The Pace University defense surrounds the ball in 
front of  the cage during last Wednesday’s home 
victory.

Andy Fritsch of  Pace controls the ball in the 
Setters’ final home game of  the season last week.

Pace’s Matt Ruquet battles for control of  a faceoff  
vs. visiting Assumption.

Above: Ryan Valdez of  Pace goes on the attack in 
last Wednesday’s win vs. Assumption.

Left: The Setters’ Matt Gebhardt looks for a 
scoring opportunity in the second half  vs. 
Assumpton.

Designated hitter Danny Wynne heads for third 
base in Saturday’s doubleheader.

Josh Grant of  Pace pitches in relief  in Saturday’s 
second game of  a doubleheader.

Pace shortstop Brett Bittiger follows the flight 
of  a pop fly in the second game of  Saturday’s 
doubleheader vs. Saint Rose.

Above: Pace University infielders wait together 
during a Setter pitching change vs. visiting Saint 
Rose.

Right: James Pjura makes a diving catch in right 
field during Saturday’s 10-7 loss to Saint Rose in 
the second game of  a doubleheader. 

Lower right: Michael Viegas of  Pace watches the 
ball jump off  his bat in Saturday’s doubleheader 
split vs. Saint Rose.
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