
By Martin Wilbur
Suggestions that New Castle 

Councilman and Master Plan Steering 
Committee nominee Adam Brodsky has 
a potential conflict of interest were raised 
last week because Brodsky’s in-laws own 
property in downtown Chappaqua.

The issue was introduced by Councilman 
Jason Chapin during the town board’s 
Feb. 25 work session, which preceded the 
regular board meeting, and featured an 
update about the committee and possible 
appointments for the Downtown Business 
Development Advisory Committee.

Later in the evening during public 
comments a couple of residents also 
discussed the matter of Brodsky’s 
involvement with the committee and the  
connections to his in-laws’ land.

Chapin, who contended that he has 
not been updated by Supervisor Robert 

Greenstein or the board 
majority on selections for 
certain appointments, said 
he never had a chance 
to raise the question in 
a public forum. Instead, 
he has learned of various 
appointments through local 
media reports.

“I think Adam has a 
tremendous amount of skill 
sets to offer to the town board 
but I think we have to be 
careful about appointing him 
to the steering committee 
because some people may 
question whether there is 
a conflict of interest in his 
family’s interest in the downtown,” said 
Chapin.

Greenstein announced last month that 

he would like Brodsky, a real 
estate attorney, to succeed 
him on the committee 
because of his expertise in 
commercial development. 
Appointments must be 
approved by the town board. 

Brodsky, who 
acknowledged his family’s 
land ownership during the 
campaign, said last week 
that his in-laws own roughly 
an acre of undeveloped land 
next to the Rite Aid on North 
Greeley Avenue. However, 
he said he has no ownership 
interest in the parcel. Brodsky 
works for his father-in-law’s 

Manhattan-based realty company.
Brodsky told Chapin that if he had any 

concerns he could have reached out to him 

By Tom Auchterlonie
A jury found Kerry Kennedy not guilty 

of an impaired driving charge last Friday 
in Westchester County Court in White 
Plains, putting an end to the more than 
year and a half-long case.

Shortly after the morning verdict was 
announced, Kennedy was one of multiple 
people in the courtroom who engaged in 
applause. 

The six-member jury’s swift verdict 
came shortly after the trial entered its fifth 
and final day. 

“I’m just very, very, very grateful 
that justice was done,” she said outside 
the courthouse during a brief press 
conference with her lawyers and family 
members following the verdict.

Several members of her family had 
been present for the trial, including her 
sister, Rory, and her mother, Ethel. 

Kennedy, a daughter of the late Sen. 
Robert Kennedy and president of a 
human rights organization that bears his 

name, was accused of impaired driving 
after sideswiping a tractor-trailer on 
I-684 on July 13, 2012. She testified that 
she had no memory of her drive along the 

interstate and did not know about about 
the accident. 

Kennedy later tested positive for 
Zolpidem--also referred to as Ambien--

which she had a prescription for. She had 
meant to take her thyroid medication, it 
was noted at the trial. The prosecution 
contended that Kennedy had the ability 
to recognize her action and accused her 
of trying to avoid responsibility.

Kennedy, who was planning to go to a 
gym and then to work in New York City on 
the day of the accident, only remembered 
leaving her Bedford home and going to 
I-684. She stopped in the area of Route 22 
and Hunter Avenue in Armonk.

After the trial, one of the lead defense 
attorneys, Gerald Lefcourt, dismissed the 
notion that a settlement could have been 
reached, suggesting that the case went 
to trial because District Attorney Janet 
DiFiore wanted to prosecute a member of 
the high-profile family.

“We’re of course thrilled with the 
verdict but you’ve got to wonder why 
an ill-advised prosecution like this was 
brought,” Lefcourt said. “Is it because of 
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Kerry Kennedy, stands with her attorneys and family following her acquittal on an impaired driving 
charge last Friday in White Plains. Following the verdict, her defense team blasted the office of  District 
Attorney Janet DiFiore for prosecuting the case.
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Councilman Adam Brodsky 
was questioned last week 
regarding his presence on 
the Master Plan Steering 
Committee. Brodsky’s in-laws 
own commercial property in 
downtown Chappaqua.

By Janine Bowen
The Pleasantville Village Board voted 

unanimously last week to pass a zoning 
and map change that could allow Toll 
Brothers to build a 68-unit townhouse 
complex on Washington Avenue. 

The Feb. 24 vote, two weeks after a 
public hearing, changes the zoning from 
a campus-office district to a Planned 
Unit Development (PUD) designation. A 
PUD had previously only been applied to 
properties that are zoned residential. 

“I think I can speak for all of us, we are 
happy to have Toll (Brothers) here, happy 
to have had the sometimes contentious but 
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who the defendant is? They conceded that 
this was an accident yet they pursued this 
case. I find this very depressing and we’re 
just grateful the jury saw through it and 
justice was done.”

Lucien Chalfen, a spokesman for 
DiFiore, issued a statement following the 
trial’s conclusion denying that Kennedy 

was prosecuted because of her name.
“We prosecute 2,500 impaired driving 

cases annually in Westchester County. 
This case was treated no differently from 
any of the others,” Chalfen’s statement 
said. “The jury heard all the evidence in 
this case and we respect their verdict.”

A highlight of the weeklong trial, which 
had been moved out of North Castle 
Justice Court in Armonk because of 

inadequate facilities to handle the crush of 
media and spectators, included Kennedy 
testifying in her own defense and a state 
trooper who said during questioning he 
did not view her as impaired.

During her testimony last Wednesday, 
Kennedy said that she had “no memory” 
of the incident from the time she got on 
I-684 until a police officer responded to 
the intersection in Armonk where she 

was found slumped over the wheel of her 
vehicle, a Lexus SUV.

She testified that on the morning of the 
incident, she took a pill that she thought 
was her thyroid medication. She did 
not know that she took Zolpidem until 
drug test results were released from a 
Westchester County laboratory.

Kennedy has been taking medication 
since 1991 to address an underactive 
thyroid. Her use of Zolpidem, which she 
takes to deal with time zone changes 
when she travels abroad, was also 
acknowledged. A picture of the bottles 
for both medications was displayed. The 
bottles looked similar, Kennedy said.

Earlier in the week, state trooper 
Bradley Molloy recounted various tests he 
administered to Kennedy at the Somers 
barracks. She passed all of her tests after 
the incident, Molloy said. He did not 
observe her as being impaired and it was 
in his opinion that a “medical condition” 
had occurred, he said.

Among the others who testified 
was a clinical pharmacologist whose 
background included working for the first 
company that developed Zolpidem.

To view the post-trial press conference, 
visit www.theexaminernews.com.

Martin Wilbur contributed to this 
article.

to discuss the matter. 
“You’re always welcome to call me if you 

have questions,” said Brodsky, who added 
that he did not want the matter to become 
a distraction to the town. “But to come 
here and try to accuse us, or try to spin it 
in such a way, is a little misleading and I 
think we’re here as a board and we’re here 
to work and I’m putting myself out and 
spending tremendous amounts of time to 
make this happen.”

Chapin responded that his inquiry was 
not personal but wanted to make sure the 
integrity of the process is preserved.

“I appreciate all that you’re doing and 
I think it’s important to have this type of 
committee,” Chapin said. “I just wanted to 
make sure we were above any questions 
about who was serving what role.”

Last week both town attorneys, Nicholas 
Ward-Willis and Edward Phillips, 

explained that a board member’s property 
ownership doesn’t automatically translate 
into a recusal.

“The mere fact that a town board 
member owns property in the town 
and would be affected as other residents 
and property owners would be by some 
legislative act that comes before the town 
board is not grounds for disqualification,” 
Phillips said.

During the regular board meeting, 
Greenstein, in response to challenges 
regarding Brodsky’s situation from two 
town residents, said he would not bow 
to pressure, particularly after being told 
by town counsel that the councilman’s 
presence on the committee is acceptable.

“I personally will not lose the benefit 
of his experience and his wisdom, which 
is the very reason why I asked him to run 
on our ticket, which was his experience,” 
Greenstein said. “I have every intention in 

the world to tap into that experience.”
One of the residents who spoke during 

public comments, Betty Weitz, also 
questioned why the board appeared to 
be rushing to make key development 
decisions before the Master Plan update 
is completed. Weitz cited the Spa at New 
Castle application, the talk of a revised 
Chappaqua Crossing application and even 
a possible sale of municipal land near town 
hall as cause for concern.

“What happened to the campaign 
pledges of plan first and then develop?” 
Weitz quizzed the board. “

Greenstein responded that the steps the 
board is taking, including hiring the Pace 
University Law Center to conduct Master 
Plan public outreach and the presence 
of the committees illustrates the town is 
planning before developing.
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part of the village as long as the agreed 
upon conditions are met. 

“It can be anywhere in the village,” 
Dwyer said. “Commercial area, 
residential area, industrial area provided 
that these underlying conditions are 
met.”

One major change Benchmark has 
made from the design presented more 
than two months ago is the location of 
the facility’s entrance point. The updated 
version has the entrance on Bedford 
Road rather than using Maple Hill Road 
with vehicles cutting through the church 
lot. The latter proposal drew the ire of 
Maple Hill Road residents during an 
informational meeting on the proposal 
in late November.

Scherer said he was happy that 
Benchmark is adjusting its plans after 
hearing the neighbors’ concerns. Close 
to a dozen neighbors attended last 
week’s meeting, with four residents 
speaking following the presentation 
by Benchmark’s representatives. The 
residents were generally skeptical about 
the proposal regarding issues such 
as potential noise, the use and mass 
of the 24,000-square-foot building, 
environmental impacts and the amount 

of buffer between the structure and rest 
of the neighborhood.

“I am certainly pleased thus far with 
the responsiveness of Benchmark in 
terms of the documents they have 
provided that I think will give everyone a 
chance to take a look at it,” Scherer said. 
“But there is a lot to be said down the 
road.”

One of the neighbors who spoke at the 
meeting, Daniel Blaney, said afterward 
that while it was encouraging Benchmark 
addressed the potential traffic problem 
on the residential street, he still has other 
concerns. Blaney questioned whether 
the jobs generated by the facility would 
be for village residents. Also, he was 
concerned if Pleasantville, which relies 
on volunteers for its ambulance and 
fire services, can handle the four-story 
building Benchmark is proposing.

Blaney said he was concerned with 
the property value of the houses in 
the neighborhood if Benchmark does 
develop there.

The board approved motions declaring 
itself lead agency and to refer the 
application to the planning commission.

what Madonna was hoping to do with 
the property, including providing sewers 
for the immediate neighbors, but needed 
to iron out the critical issues that have 
been raised. She said the board wanted 
the project to succeed if it were to move 
forward and that means putting in the time 
to whittle its size to an appropriate level 
before significant money is spent.

“But the density of the project, hearing 
from the town board, they’re feeling like it’s 
a little bit out of the scope of what they’re 
willing to accept,” DiDonato-Roth said.

No alternate number of units was 
mentioned by board members or Director 
of Planning Adam  Kaufman.

In addition to density and traffic issues, 
some residents at previous forums have 
expressed concern that the mass of the 
buildings would appear to be too great. The 
units would be contained in three separate 
structures, although total footprint would 
not exceed that of six private homes, 
Madonna said. Furthermore, the buildings’ 
height would not exceed a house that is 
currently on the grounds that is slated to 
be removed and trees would be planted for 
additional screening.

A date for the work session was not 
announced last week.

New Castle’s Beginnings--Our 
Founding Farms will trace the town’s 
origins from Native American lands 
through the farms of the 19th century, 
to the large estates and housing 
developments that turned New Castle 
into the community we know today. A 
focus on several local farms and their 
products will be featured–Sutton Farm, 
Dodge Farm, Brann Farm, Taylor and 
Annandale Farms, and of course, the 
Greeley Farm.

There will be interactive aspects to this 
exhibit plus a seminar series featuring 
speakers from local farms operating 
today.

Join an opening reception to be held 
on Sunday, March 3 from 3 to 5 p.m. The 
exhibit will run through the year at the 
New Castle Historical Society, 100 King 
St. in  Chappaqua. Hours are Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday from 
1 to 4 p.m. or by appointment at 914-238-
4666.
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By Martin Wilbur
A former longtime North Castle 

employee is planning a petition drive to 
place a proposition on the November 
ballot asking voters to decide whether the 
town should switch to a ward system of 
government.

Anthony Futia, the town’s ex-water and 
sewer superintendent and lifelong North 
White Plains resident, said he expects to 
gather enough valid signatures from town 
residents in the coming weeks to have the 
referendum before the public this fall.

He said the absence of North White 
Plains and Banksville residents on the 
board and the current and former town 
board’s refusal to address key issues such as 
escalating salaries among the municipality’s 
employees has prompted him to seek the 
change. The five current members of the 
town board live in Armonk.

“There’s two parts of town not being 
represented,” said Futia, who ran 
unsuccessfully last September for the 
Democratic nomination for supervisor. “I 
think another problem is that the people on 
the board should be closer to the people. I 
think it could be better.”

Under the system, the town would be 
divided into wards or districts with roughly 
equal population. Each district would each 
have a representative on the town board. 
All five town board seats are now at-large 
positions voted on by all North Castle 
voters. 

Futia said he would need to collect 
signatures totaling 5 percent of the turnout 
in North Castle during the last gubernatorial 
election, which was in 2010. While he didn’t 
have an exact number of valid signatures he 
would need, Futia estimated that it would be 
a couple of hundred signatures but planned 

to get two to three times that number.
According to the Office of General 

Counsel for the Department of State, only 
11 of New York State’s 932 towns use the 
ward system. 

In 2011, several residents in the Town 
of New Castle managed to get a similar 
referendum on the ballot, fueled largely by 
discontent that there were no residents from 
Millwood or the west end on the board. The 
proposition was soundly defeated.

Three current town board members, 
Barbara DiGiacinto, Stephen D’Angelo 
and Barry Reiter, said they would like to 
learn more about the ward system. State 
law stipulates that the Board of Elections 
would determine the boundaries of the 
district should the proposition be approved, 
according to the Department of State’s 
Office of General Counsel.

DiGiacinto said she needs to do more 
research before giving an opinion but said 
she wasn’t certain if it is needed to improve 
representation from other areas of town.

“Residents from North White Plains can 
run for a town board seat now or a Banksville 
resident can run,” DiGiacinto said. “What 
better example than Jack Lombardi.”

Lombardi served as the town’s supervisor 
for 44 years and was a North White Plains 
resident.

If a proposition would be approved in 
November, the terms of all sitting council 
members would end by the end of 2015. 

The supervisor’s position would remain an 
at-large position.

Futia said while it is his preference to have 
a ward system, it would ultimately be up to 
North Castle voters. He would like them to 
have a chance to register where they stand.

“It’s up to the residents of the town,” 
Futia said. “I think it would be good for 
Banksville and North White Plains because 
they’re different than the other areas.”

Mt. Kisco Recreation Spring/Summer Program 
Registration Underway

Former North Castle Employee Proposes Ward System for Town

Mount Kisco Recreation is now accepting registration for both summer camps 
(Camp Iroquois and the Mount Kisco Teen Travel Camp) and our spring programs. 
Space is limited in all programs so register early.
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softball (grades 2-9), basketball programs for all ages, baseball for teens, spring break 
minicamp, indoor tee ball, soccer and much more.

Visit http://www.mountkisco.org/pages/mtkiscony_recreation/index for program 
flyers and registration information or email recreation@mountkisco.org.
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Anthony Futia, a retired North Castle water 
and sewer superintendent, has plans to get a 
proposition on the November ballot asking voters 
if  they want to divide the town into wards or 
districts. 
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By Janine Bowen
Chappaqua school officials last week 

unveiled a $116.8 million budget for 
2014-15 with a reduction of 12 full-time 
equivalent staff positions, but adding 
several programs and modified sports 
teams. 

Assistant Superintendent for Business 
John Chow presented the administration’s 
$116,856,988 budget on Feb. 26, a 1.77 
percent spending increase over the current 
year. The proposal comes in under the 
tax cap, which allows for a maximum 
levy increase of 1.46 percent. Next year’s 
proposed tax levy stands at $105,068,259. 

Despite the spending increase, the 
proposal reflects a reduction of more 

than $840,000 from the rollover budget 
presented Jan. 15. 

“[This] is really a good budget, a strong 
budget. It is really pushing us forward,” 
Chow said. 

Since the budget would be under the tax 
cap, Chappaqua School District residents 
would be eligible for Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s 
tax freeze proposal, should it be approved 
in Albany this session, he said. 

Under the current plan, there would 
be a 12 percent increase for operations 
and maintenance, the largest hike in the 
proposed budget. Chow explained that 
most of the increase is due to higher energy 
costs, new districtwide security guards and 
repairs to the Horace Greeley High School 

roof. 
The district has proposed staff cuts 

for the upcoming school year of 12 full-
time equivalent positions. Most of the 
reductions are teaching assistants, where 
there are several open positions.

Superintendent Dr. Lyn McKay 
explained that an enrollment decline is the 
reason behind the cuts. For next year, the 
district is expected to see 26 fewer students. 
However, the budget does include two 
contingency teaching positions in case 
enrollment is higher than predicted, and a 
few new positions, including a student life 
coordinator at the high school. 

There will be no program cuts next 
year. The district actually plans to add 

several new electives and extracurricular 
activities, including new language choices, 
such as Chinese at the high school, and six 
modified sports teams at Robert E. Bell 
and Seven Bridges middle schools. 

“Our programs are moving forward in 
very good ways,” McKay said. 

Last week’s official release of the proposed 
spending plan marks the beginning of 
the budget process. Department-specific 
budget presentations will be made at 
meetings throughout the month of March. 
The budget is expected to be adopted by 
the board April 23, followed by a public 
hearing May 7. Voters will decide whether 
to approve the budget when they go to the 
polls May 20. 

Chappaqua Proposes Teaching Assistants Cuts in $116.8M Budget
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By Janine Bowen
The Chappaqua School District voted 

last week to adopt the Alternative Veteran’s 
Exemptions, which offers property tax 
breaks to some residents who have served 
in the Armed Forces. 

The exemption has been available for 
towns to adopt since 1984, and is already 
used by the Town of New Castle. State 
law allowed school districts to adopt it in 
December. 

In order to be eligible for the exemption, 
residents must have either served during a 
period of war, received an expeditionary 
medal or be a current member of 
the reserves who meets the eligibility 

requirements. 
The district declined to include Gold Star 

eligibility, parents who have lost a child in 
combat, at its Feb. 26 meeting. Currently, 
the Town of New Castle does not offer the 
discount to Gold Star parents. 

There are 207 approved veterans in 
New Castle eligible for one of three tiers 
of exemption. The exemption reduces the 
assessed valuation of an eligible veteran by 
a certain percentage, thereby reducing the 
homeowner’s property taxes. 

If all eligible residents within the 
district seek the break, it would result in 
$3,330,696 in exemptions in the district. 
That would mean an annual tax increase 

of $60 for the average homeowner since 
the remainder of the district’s property 
owners pick up the tab. Although adopted 
by the Chappaqua School District, the 
Alternative Veterans Exemption does not 
apply to district residents who live in the 
Town of Mount Pleasant.

Local residents at last week’s public 
hearing were supportive of the resolution. 

“I am strongly in favor of this exemption 
for all veterans, especially the combat zone 
veterans, and more especially, disabled 
veterans,” said Chappaqua resident and 
Vietnam War veteran Jim McCauley.

“I realize this is a slight redistribution, 
but I would ask everybody to understand…

that all of us gave up a good bit of our 
working lives to serve this country and I 
think that has been recognized on the town 
level, but it hasn’t been recognized here 
and this is simply rectifying an inequity 
that was not in place before,” he continued. 

Marc Valenti, an 18-year Chappaqua 
resident who served in Vietnam in 1967, 
said the exemption is not only about 
veterans of past wars, but about those who 
served in Iraq and Afghanistan who may 
eventually move to New Castle. 

The Alternative Veterans Exemptions 
will take effect for the 2015-16  
school year. 

Chappaqua Schools Approve Veterans Property Tax Reductions
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By Janine Bowen
With staff cuts looming in the 

Chappaqua School District’s proposed 
budget for 2014-15, dozens of students and 
parents at last week’s board of education 
meeting advocated that officials keep one 
important teacher on the payroll.

Mike DiBellis is the technology teacher 
at Seven Bridges Middle School as well 
as the wrestling coach at Horace Greeley 
High School. It is rumored that his 
position will be eliminated because of an 
anticipated decline in enrollment at Seven 
Bridges next year.

Board of Education President Jeffery 
Mester explained that trustees are not 
allowed to comment on matters regarding 
a specific employee. 

Over 20 members of the wrestling 
team and several local residents spoke 
of the impact DiBellis has had on the 
community. At the Feb. 26 meeting, many 
referred to the teacher as a role model and 
father figure who has helped to shape his 
students’ lives. 

“Coach DiBellis is the most caring 
and committed coach I’ve ever had,” said 
varsity wrestling captain Billy Marino, 
adding that DiBellis is just as caring in 
the classroom. “He’s always thinking 
about how he can help his athletes in 
any way he can, even if it isn’t wrestling 
related,” 

Marino said that DiBellis’s technology 
course sparked his interest in engineering, 
a subject he will be studying at the United 
States Merchant Marine Academy after 
graduation in June. 

Anthony Tortora, an assistant wrestling 
coach, said DiBellis not only connects 
with the wrestling team, but with students 
in the classroom. 

“He’s able to reach students that … 
almost seem unreachable,” Tortora said. 
“Other teachers are struggling to get to 
that point to understand that child, but 
Coach DiBellis has a special gift where 
he really just can get the best out of every 
student that he deals with.” 

Many parents were concerned that 
eliminating DiBellis’s position would be 
a mistake, and urged trustees to consider 
cuts in other areas. David Browde, who 
has a son on the wrestling team, said 
he would rather see DiBellis remain in 
the district as opposed to the proposed 
student life coordinator position planned 
for Horace Greeley High School.

“This is the kind of person, the kind 
of exemplary teacher and leader, that 
you need to save,” Browde said to loud 
applause. “So, if I have to make a choice 
between a student life coordinator at the 
high school and saving a guy who has 
brought such great success and great 
credit to the school system, I would urge 
you that that’s a place to look first.” 

Supporters asked that if DiBellis is not 
needed at Seven Bridges, he could fill 
a position at Horace Greeley, possibly 
teaching the new robotics class. 

Resident John Harris, who is head of 
the social studies department at Scarsdale 
High School, said if Chappaqua fails to 
retain DiBellis, other districts would 
likely add him to their staff. 

“I don’t know what other cuts can be 
made, but I have to ask you, as leaders 
of this district, to … recognize the 
wonderful teacher that you have in Mike 
DiBellis,” said Harris, who hired a social 
studies teacher several years ago who was 
cut by the Chappaqua School District for 
budgetary reasons. 

This is not the first time that students 

and parents have banded together to 
support DiBellis. Two years ago he was 
reduced from a full-time to part-time 
employee. A successful campaign helped 
save his benefits. 

Although board members were 
not allowed to comment on DiBellis’s 
situation, Trustee Victoria Tipp explained 
that the board does not control which 
teachers are cut. State laws governing 
tenure dictate reductions, although Tipp 
explained that there is currently a lawsuit 
challenging these laws. 

Community Rallies in Attempt to Save Job of Popular Chappaqua Teacher
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Members of  the Horace Greeley High School 
varsity wrestling team appeal to administrators 
and the Board of  Education to save the job of  
their coach and Seven Bridges Middle School 
technology teacher Mike DiBellis, who may lose 
his position due to budget cuts.

JANINE BOWEN PHOTO
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By Janine Bowen
The Westchester and Rockland 

Republican committees officially 
endorsed Christopher Day last week as 
the candidate to oppose longtime Rep. 
Nita Lowey in the 17th Congressional 
District later this year.

Supporters will now begin the petition 
process to get Day on the ballot. The 
petition period started on March 1 and 
will extend into early April. 

“We are truly fortunate that Chris Day 

has offered to run. This is a person of 
vision, integrity and accomplishment well 
beyond his years,” said Bob Zeiss, vice 
president of the Rockland County GOP, 
during the party’s Feb. 27 nominating 
convention in White Plains.

Day, who is currently the only 
Republican candidate challenging Lowey, 
accused her of being out of touch with 
her constituency, standing in the way of 
county executives and refusing to reach 
across party lines to solve problems.

“Our current representative…she’s a 
lovely lady, she really is, but she’s checked 
out,” said Day.  “Where she has failed, 
where she has been absent, I will act.”

If elected, Day plans to focus on 
reform of the Affordable Care Act and 
the Common Core and to increase 
employment by bringing funding to the 
area and taking measures to prevent jobs 
from being outsourced. He said these 
are issues that Lowey has failed to tackle 
because she does not have to face them on 
a daily basis. 

Day, a 29-year-old New City resident, 
said he’s prepared to combat arguments 
that he’s not experienced enough to serve. 
He said he’s aware his age will most likely 
generate criticism from Democrats, but 
reminded those in attendance at the 
convention that age and wisdom are not 
always synonymous.

“I will put my nearly 30 years of life, 
and the experience and accomplishments 
I have achieved in that period up against 
(Lowey’s) nearly 30 years of inaction and 
stagnation in Congress any day of the 
week,” Day asserted. 

Day has degrees from both Yale and 
Columbia and served in the Army. He was 
awarded the Bronze Star for his service in 
Afghanistan. He currently works as the 
vice president for the investment firm 
Selway Capital. 

In addition to his age, Day also faces 

the challenge of overcoming a sizeable 
Democratic registration advantage. 
However, he noted that his father, 
Rockland County Executive Ed Day, as 
well as Westchester County Executive Rob 
Astorino were both elected as Republicans 
in predominantly Democratic counties.

The 17th Congressional District covers 
portions of Rockland and Westchester. 
Lowey has held the seat since she was first 
elected in 1988.  

Christopher Day was officially announced last 
week as the Republicans’ choice to take on Rep. 
Nita Lowey in November.

It’s Official: Westchester, Rockland GOP Endorse Day for Congressional Run
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Starting on Sunday, March 16th, MTK will begin serving 
Bottomless Brunch 

featuring your favorite foods with the “Tavern” twist. 
Also enjoy free flowing breakfast cocktails. 

Starting at 11:30am, serving until 3pm

Check mtktavern.com • facebook.com/mtktavern 
March 5th for all the details

30 E. Main Street, Mount Kisco • 914-218-3334

Sunday 
Jazz  Brunches

P’ville Chamber Unveils Business 
Person of the Year Nominees

The Pleasantville Chamber of Commerce 
has announced its three nominees for the 
2013 Pleasantville Business Person of the 
Year Award. 

This year’s nominees are Matt Jaros, 
owner of Glass Onion Originals, a shop 
on Washington Avenue that features art, 
furniture and apparel while specializing 
in American Crafts; Michael Marchica, 
the owner of optical shop I Fetish Optique 
on Wheeler Avenue; and Steven Bates, 
executive director of the Pleasantville 
Farmers Market. 

“These are all good members and good 
businesses in the community and in the 
chamber and we look forward to one being 
named Business Person of the Year by 

their peers,” said Chamber of Commerce 
President William Flooks. 

 “It’s an honor to be nominated along 
with two other candidates, both terrific 
Pleasantville business owners,” said Bates. 

This year’s nomination process received 
the greatest response since the award was 
introduced in 2000. 

Previous winners include Lucio Rocca 
of Lucio’s Pizza on Washington Avenue 
and Flooks, who owner of Beecher Flooks 
Funeral Home on Bedford Road.

Voting by chamber members is 
currently taking place through March15. 
A ceremony to celebrate the winner will be 
held on April 23.

--Janine Bowen



March 4 - March 10, 2014 The Examiner8

21 West Stevens Ave.
Hawthorne, NY 10532

Ernest J. Carpentieri ~ Douglas A. Daniels

Tel: 914-769-4404
Fax: 914-769-5306

www.hawthornefuneralhome.com
Serving all faiths ~ Independently owned
Conveniently located on the Taconic State Parkway

Mount Kisco Police Department

Feb. 21: Report of harassment 
involving two female students at the 
Karafin School on Radio Circle at 1:57 
p.m. The incident occurred off of school 
grounds, but school officials notified 
the department.

Feb. 22: A Suffolk County police 
detective reported at 7:40 p.m. that his 
credit card had been fraudulently used 
at the CVS on South Bedford Road. 
About $600 worth of gift cards were 
purchased and traced to his credit card 
despite the complainant not being in 
the area. He called to cancel the card.

Feb. 22: A 28-year-old Mount Kisco 
man was arrested at 10:39 p.m. and 
charged with DWI and two vehicle and 
traffic law violations. 

Feb. 25: Two male students were 
reported to have been in an altercation 
at the Hillside School on Green Street 
at 1:16 p.m. One of the students was 
suspended.

Feb. 26: Report of theft of services at 
A&S Deli on Main Street at 9:26 a.m. 
Security cameras mounted outside 
the store showed unknown subjects 
throwing items into the dumpster that 
is located in the parking lot. 

Feb. 26: A male subject was arrested 
at 5:46 p.m. following an altercation at 
the Mount Kisco Diner on Main Street. 
No other information was available.

Feb. 27: The chief financial officer of 
BMW Mount Kisco on Kisco Avenue 
reported at 3:42 p.m. that the dealership 
had received a fraudulent check.

Feb. 28: Report of a grand larceny 

at Wilson & Son Jewelers on South 
Moger Avenue at 10:07 a.m. The owners 
reported receiving a fraudulent check 
for an undisclosed sum. 

Pleasantville Police Department

Feb. 21: A 36-year-old Maryland 
man was arrested at 1:22 p.m. on Grant 
Street for failing to utilize his ignition 
interlock device.

Feb. 24: Report of a disturbance near 
Memorial Plaza at 12:59 a.m. There had 
been a dispute on a Metro-North train; 
MTA police were notified.

Feb. 27: A 44-year-old Hastings man 
was arrested at 9:52 p.m. and charged 
with being in possession of a stolen 
vehicle on Pleasantville Road. The 
suspect was released on $500 bail.

Feb. 28: Report of a burglary on 
Marble Avenue at 8:49 a.m. No further 
information was available.

North Castle Police Department

Feb. 21: A Banks Farm Road resident 
reported at 10:45 a.m. that her elderly 
neighbors are stuck in their driveway in 
their vehicle and are attempting to get 
out. The caller is afraid they’ll injure 
themselves. An officer was dispatched 
to the scene.

Feb. 21: A caller reported a plow has 
struck his residence on Bedford Road 
at 12:42 p.m. The responding officer 
arrived and issued a summons to the 
operator and the owner of the business.

Feb. 21: Complainant reported at 
headquarters at 3:22 p.m. that a check 
was apparently stolen from his mailbox 
on Bedford Road and fraudulently 
altered and cashed.

Feb. 23: Report of a male subject 
sleeping in his car with the ignition 
running at 8:13 a.m. at the community 
center on Clove Road in North White 
Plains. The matter was adjusted.

Feb. 26: Report of a red van striking 
a fence on Whippoorwill Road East 
at 11:05 p.m. A tow truck assisted the 
party.

Police Blotter
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Mount Pleasant police are investigating 
a string of burglaries at six Thornwood 
businesses early last Tuesday morning.

Mount Pleasant Police Chief Paul 
Olivia Jr. said that the thefts took place 
between 2:15 and 6 a.m. on Feb. 25 and 
all appear to be related. Cash was stolen 
from the burglarized business, although 
as of late last week the amount of money 
that was taken had not been determined, 

Oliva said. 
Four of the burglaries took place in a 

strip mall off of Kensico Road. Cash was 
stolen from registers at Ferraro’s II Pizza 
& Pasta, Chris’s Quick Stop, Eye Catcher 
and Asian Gourmet restaurant, all located 
between 51 and 57 Kensico Ave. Aside 
from the cash, digital security cameras 
were stolen from Ferraro’s and Quick Stop 
and an ATM machine was taken from 

Quick Stop, Olivia said.
Money was also stolen from Trotta’s 

House of Pasta at 790 Commerce St. 
and Thornwood Pizza and Pasta at 808 
Commerce St., he said. 

All the establishments were closed at 
the time of the incidents. Police do not 
know how many burglars may have been 
involved.

--Neal Rentz

Six Mount Pleasant Businesses Burglarized Last Week

Conveniently located in the center  of Westchester County

 FULL SERVICE DEALERSHIPS
Sales  •   Service  •   Parts   •   Body Shop  •   Rentals

PLEASANTVILLE FORD  •  (914) 769-1800

PRESTIGE IMPORTS  •  (914) 769-5100
44/47 Pleasantville Road • Pleasantville, NY

Conveniently located in the center  of Westchester County

FULL SERVICE DEALERSHIPS

ser·vice  (sûrvis)  n.
1. the action of helping or doing work for someone 2. an act 
of assistance 3. assistance or advice given to customers 
before and after the sale of goods.
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By Neal Rentz
Mount Kisco Planning Board 

members expressed support last week 
for the new building material proposed 
by the developer of The Hearth at 
Mount Kisco senior housing complex.

After listening to negative comments 
at the board’s previous meeting, Hearth 
Management has decided to change the 
exterior to Hardiplank, a fiber cement 
siding that contains wood, Mark Miller, 
an attorney for the developer, said at 
the board’s Feb. 25 meeting.

“It’s a better material,” board member 
Ralph Vigliotti said. 

Hardiplank would be a substitute for 
the originally proposed vinyl siding. 
Vinyl was heavily criticized by the 
board on Feb. 11 because it noted the 
material would appear unsightly.

Miller said a sample of the material 
will be placed on the property to allow 
board members to view it during a site 
visit.

The proposed 129-unit project is a 
joint venture of Hearth Management 
and the Fortus Group. It is slated to 
be built on a 17.7-acre site on Kisco 
Avenue opposite Holiday Inn Drive. 
The three-story building would be 
177,000 square feet.

Addressing another issue of concern, 

Miller said his client is hoping to 
construct an emergency access road, 
which would be located in the middle 
of the property.

Board Chairman Joseph Cosentino 
told Miller he wanted the emergency 
access road to be staked out for the 
board’s site visit.  

A public hearing on the project has 
been slated for the planning board’s 
next meeting on March 11.

Mt. Kisco Planners Endorse Exterior 
Change for Senior Housing Project

241-3851
Norm Ave.
Mt. Kisco
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Bedford. Great start or builder opportunity. 
Large lot; 4BRs w/3BR septic; 1st time on 
market since 1929; fantastic wine cellar. 
Location! Minutes to Greenwich. $415,000

Mt. Kisco. Large Contemporary w/2 
decks o’looking NYS watershed. Spacious 
sun-filled rms, hdwd flrs, dbl-sided fplc, 
numerous updts. Room to grow.  $675,000

raveis.com
95  Katonah Avenue  -  9 14 - 401 - 9111

Professor and Priest to Explore 
Religion in America

Religion, spirituality, and American 
culture since 1945 is the topic of a five-
week series being offered at two local 
Episcopal churches. 

The Rev. William Doubleday, priest-
in-charge at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 
in Mount Kisco and a former seminary 
professor and dean with 25 years of 
experience, will make a presentation at 
each session, followed by questions and 
discussion.  

The same class will be offered twice 
each week: on Sunday afternoons March 
9 through Apr. 6 at 4 p.m. at St. Luke’s 
Episcopal Church Sanctuary, 331 Route 
100 in Somers, and on Wednesday 
evenings March 12 through Apr. 9 at 7 
p.m. in the St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 
Parish Library, located at 85 E. Main St. 
in Mount Kisco.  Participants may attend 

either location.
“The lectures are aimed at helping 

people better understand the dramatic 
shifts which have occurred in religion, 
society and culture in America since 
the second World War,” Doubleday said. 
“We will examine the mythic mainline 
Protestant dominance of the 1950s, 
the social upheavals of the 1960s, the 
dramatic institutional religious changes 
of the 1970s, the cultural and political 
conflicts of the 1980s and ‘90s, and the 
implications of the rapidly changing 21st 
century for the mission of the church and 
its role in community life and electronic 
communication.”  

The series is free and the public is 
invited. For more information, call 914-
232-5220 or visit www.stlukeskatonah.
org.

Mount Kisco Rotary Annual Pancake 
Breakfast Set for This Saturday

The Mount Kisco Rotary is hosting its 
annual pancake breakfast this Saturday, 
March 8 at the Holiday Inn, located at 1 
Holiday Inn Drive, from 8:30 to 11 a.m. 
Please come and join us for our wonderful 
breakfast and help raise money for a great 
organization, Rosary Hill Home. The home 
is dedicated to providing palliative care to 

persons afflicted with incurable cancer. 
The breakfast includes pancakes, waffles, 

bacon, sausage, fruit, coffee, juice and 
much more. Adults will be charged $10. 
Seniors and children will be charged $7.

For more information, email Barry Dain 
at bdain@ajhomecare.com.
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always cooperative process that we’ve been 
through so far,” Mayor Peter Scherer said. 
“I think we’ve produced a project that is a 
benefit to [Toll Brothers] and a benefit to 
the village, and that’s what we are all here 
to do.”

Toll Brothers must still obtain site 
plan approval from the village’s Planning 
Commission in order to move forward 
with the project. The developer must also 
pay all outstanding consultant fees in 
connection with the board’s review of the 
application.

Despite no public comment at last week’s 
meeting, the board maintained that it had 
considered commentary from residents, 
including Foxwood Condominiums. 
Foxwood sent a follow-up letter after one 
of its residents, Eileen West, spoke against 
the project at the Feb. 10 public hearing. 
Despite the requests from residents, 
who asked that the area be rezoned to 

residential and objected to the proposed 
35-foot tall structure, the board approved 
the zoning change. 

“The resolution that we have up for 
vote is not changed in the ways they 
sought, because we believe, with genuine 
conviction, that the proposal that’s before 
us is appropriate for vote as it stands,” 
Scherer said. 

Toll Brothers representatives must 
now submit their plans to the planning 
commission.

“We know we still have more work to 
do, but we look forward to completing the 
process,” said attorney David Steinmetz. 

Steinmetz also represents the 
controversial Benchmark Senior Living 
project, a proposed 87-unit assisted living 
facility near the United Methodist Church 
on Bedford Road. The public hearing on 
the Benchmark project has been set for 
next Monday, March 10, at 8 p.m. 

Continued from page 1

At The Heart of Senior Living

�� Home Care
�� Adult Day Health Care
�� Enhanced, Independent Senior Living
�� Assisted Senior Living
�� Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation Centers
�� Respite & Hospice Care

Ossining / Croton-on-Hudson     info@bethelwell.org
Celebrating 100 Years of Service to the Community
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bethelwell.org
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253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com
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What's hot this week at Somers Custom Framing?

Sacred Heart Gifts and Apparel
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www.sacredheartcatholicgoods.com • (Find us on Facebook and Instagram) 

Inspirational All Occasion Gifts, Rosaries, Bibles, Prayer books, Diamond Crosses,
Over 450 St. Medals, Communion, Baptismal, Flower girl, Special Occasion Dresses

$5 OFF
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(not to be combined  

with any other purchase) 
exp 3/31/14

P’ville Approves Zoning Change 
for Toll Brothers Condo Plan
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By Pat Casey
The Westchester Children’s Association 

(WCA) and the Child Care Council of 
Westchester hosted a meeting last Friday 
morning in Greenburgh that invited local 
school children to ask questions of their state 
and county government representatives.

Opening the meeting, with an audience 
that packed the house, the WCA presented 
statistics in a new report titled “2014, 
Children B the Numbers.”

Claiming that data drives advocacy, 
WCA representatives used numbers to 
show legislators where they might be able to 
make a difference in enhancing the lives of 
Westchester children. 

One staggering statistic revealed that less 
than half of county students are prepared 
for college when they leave high school.

Of the 225,231 children under the age of 
18 living in Westchester, 68 percent are in 
households raised by a married couple with 
a median income of $140,000, 6 percent 
are raised by a single father earning with a 
median income of $60,000 and 26 percent 
are raised by single mothers with a $37,000 
median income, the report said. Although 
the federal poverty level for a family of four 
is $23,550, the estimated income needed to 
live in Westchester is $63,200.

The statistics further indicate that 76 
percent of poor children live in single-
parent families. Single-parent families 
comprise 30 percent of all Westchester 

families with children under the age of 18.
Childhood poverty was linked to many 

undesirable outcomes including reduced 
academic achievement, higher rates of 
children born out of wedlock and a greater 
likelihood of health problems.

Students asking questions ranged in 
age from 8 to 21. They wanted to know 
about standardized testing, increasing 
employment programs for youth, improving 
the quality of cafeteria foods, gun control, 
steps to curtail bullying and how students 
could become more engaged in the political 
process.

County Legislator Michael Smith 
(R-Greenburgh) was the first to respond, 
saying advocacy helps government 
officials to know what is important to their 
constituents. 

“You need to know that those officials 
you elect will help you,” he said.

Regarding the Common Core curriculum 
and standardized testing, Assemblywoman 
Sandra Galef (D-Ossining) said she was 
supportive of the standards because it strives 
to provide equity. Noting that students in 
the wealthier districts would continue to do 
well, Galef said: “We have to be willing to do 
more sharing across municipalities.” 

Assemblywoman Amy Paulin 
(D-Scarsdale) agreed with Galef that the 
Common Core standards are excellent, but 
the testing is onerous and poorly designed. 
She referred to the “ridiculousness” of the 
existing tests. 

“The tests are not a reflection of the 
Common Core goals and the New York 
State Regents has not been responsive to 

criticism,” she said.
County Legislator Ben Boykin (D-White 

Plains) addressed nutrition programs in 
schools, referring to First Lady Michelle 
Obama’s five years of advocacy for 
nutritional labeling and access to healthy 
food in schools.

Legislator Catherine Borgia (D-Ossining) 
quoted recent studies showing students 
who fail to eat breakfast prior to taking a 
test had performed poorly, yet their ratings 
improved dramatically when they had a 
meal. This is what initiated the breakfast 
program in schools, she said.

Borgia also said that to encourage 
companies such as Whole Foods to become 
involved with school nutrition programs, 
residents had to advocate and let the 
company know they were interested in 
purchasing their products. 

Senator Andrea Stewart-Cousins 
(D-Yonkers) said the state tried to be a 
leader in gun control  by passing the SAFE 
Act. 

“We don’t want to take the guns out of 
people’s hands,” Stewart-Cousins said. “We 
want to ensure their safe use. There is much 
more to be done.”

Before the meeting ended, attendees 
asked county lawmakers to take another 
look at the child care contribution made by 
low-income parents. Child care costs can be 
as much as $200 to $350 per week per child, 
which is too much for some families. 

Local Youth Engage Legislators at Town Hall-Style Meeting

State and county legislators were asked questions by local students who wanted to learn how they could 
advocate for better youth services and education at a recent town hall-style breakfast meeting at the 
Greenburgh Public Library.

The Grass is Greener With the Right Move

Experience, Integrity, Knowledge
Trusted Traditional Real Estate 

3% Commission
Full-Service Brokerage

914-747-3535
www.homefi ndersrealtor.com

SOLD

Serving all Westchester 
for over 30 years

2013 National 
Association of Realtors¨ 
say Ò84% of buyers found 
the home they bought on 
the internet before they 

contacted an AgentÓ

Pleasantville, NY














Offi cial Pace College Sports Sponsor

• Gold
• Platinum
• Diamonds
• Silver

• Watch Bands
• Customer
   Orders
• All Repairs

WE BUY GOLD AND SILVERWE BUY GOLD AND DIAMONDS














Offi cial Pace College Sports Sponsor

• Gold
• Platinum
• Diamonds
• Silver

• Watch Bands
• Customer
   Orders
• All Repairs

WE BUY GOLD AND SILVER














Offi cial Pace College Sports Sponsor

• Gold
• Platinum
• Diamonds
• Silver

• Watch Bands
• Customer
   Orders
• All Repairs

WE BUY GOLD AND SILVER

Alex and Ani is now at Twin Jewelers

Official Pace University Sports Sponsor

• Custom 
 Orders

OUR  LOCATION
NEAR YOU

ANNOUNCINGANNOUNCING

33 Bedford Road
Chappaqua, NY

www.splashcarwash.com      (914) 238-0209

 

    

    Express & Full Detail Services Available

    Sammy Lopez And Our Crew Are There To Welcome You!

w/coupon15$ 99

Please present coupon. Cannot be combined   EXP: 3/16/14    #372

Full Service Hand Car Wash

PAT CASEY PHOTO



March 4 - March 10, 2014 The Examiner12

By Deborah Molodofsky
Does studying music as a child lead to 

success in other fields? 
In 20 years of running Amadeus 

Conservatory of Music in Chappaqua, I 
have found that children studying music 
who stick with it achieve significant 
success academically, socially and 
creatively. They build self-esteem 
through the process of achieving 
results in mastering pieces.  They learn 
discipline and time management.  

Practicing enhances concentration 
and the ability to focus. Playing a piece 
develops creativity as children learn to 
express themselves musically. Studying 
music strengthens math, science, 

language and spatial skills. Playing 
with others builds friendships and 
collaboration skills. Most importantly, 
music is fun and gives children great 
pleasure.  

In an Oct. 13, 2013, opinion article 
by Joanne Lipman in The New York 
Times, the author asked the question, 
“Is Music the Key to Success?” Exploring 
the question of what it is about serious 
musical training that correlates with 
success in other fields, Lipman comes 
up with fascinating ideas. Interviewing 
top professionals in industries from tech 
to finance and media, she posits that 
beyond the music-math association, 
high achievers such as Alan Greenspan 
(clarinet/sax), Microsoft co-founder 
Paul Allen (guitar) and hedge fund 
billionaire Bruce Kovner (piano) apply 
music’s lessons of focus and discipline to 
new ways of thinking, communicating, 
and problem solving.   

Television broadcaster Paula Zahn 
(cello) and NBC chief White House 
correspondent Chuck Todd (French 
horn) received music scholarships for 
college. Larry Page, co-founder of Google 
played saxophone and Steven Spielberg 
is a clarinetist. Former World Bank 
president James Wolfensohn has played 
cello at Carnegie Hall. Condoleezza RIce 
trained to be a concert pianist.

Greenspan feels that statistically, this 
is not a coincidence. Allen said that 
music reinforces one’s confidence in 
the ability to create. Other qualities that 
Lipman suggested are honed by musical 

studies include collaboration, the ability 
to listen, a way of thinking that weaves 
together disparate ideas and the power 
to simultaneously focus on the present 
and the future. 

Todd said there is a connection 
between practicing and competition and 
the “drive for perfection.”  

“I’ve always believed the reason I’ve 
gotten ahead is by outworking other 
people..playing that solo one more time,” 
Todd said. “There’s nothing like music 
to teach you that eventually if you work 
hard enough, it does get better. You see 
the results.” 

Advertising executive Steve Hayden 
credits his cello background for his 
Apple “1984” commercial, and adds 
that ensemble playing helps him work 
collaboratively. Kovner sees similarities 
between his piano playing and investing 
strategy, as both “relate to pattern 
recognition.” Roger McNamee, one of 
the early investors of Facebook, said 
musicians and top professionals share 
“the need to dive deep.”  

The author concludes that music 
trains you to think differently, to process 
different points of view and to take 
pleasure in listening. What better gift 
than that to give your child.

Deborah Molodofsky is the founder 
of Amadeus Conservatory of Music in 
Chappaqua. She can be reached at 914-
238-0388 or by email at amadeus@
amadeusconservatory.com. Also visit 
www.amadeusconservatory.com. 

The Child Care Council of Westchester 
is aggressively advocating protecting the 
quality of life of children of low-income 
families in the county.

Their number one claim is that 
affordable and quality child care enables 
parents to be more productive at work, 
while providing children with the 
benefits of early education that act as 
a foundation for a lifetime of positive 
growth.

In a society where more and more 
mothers are in the workforce fulltime, 
the importance of quality child care is 
recognized across all economic strata.

Statistics based on the U.S. census say 
70 percent of the nation’s mothers are in 
the workforce; 55 percent of mothers with 
infants work; 75 percent of employed 
mothers work 30-plus hours per week; 
and 29 percent of dual wage earners have 
women as the primary earner.

Not only does the council advocate 
for government funding for child care 
programs, it also encourages employers 
to offer child care support to their 

employees.
The numbers tell the story about the 

importance of reliable child care.
Forty-five percent of parents miss at 

least one day of work every six months 
due to child care breakdowns. Another 
65 percent of parents’ work schedules are 
affected due to child care challenges. The 
cost to employers is $3 billion, of which 
$650 to $1,000 is the per-employee cost 
of unscheduled absences due to lack of 
child care.

Meanwhile, 85 percent of employers 
report heightened positive public 
relations as a result of their investment 
in child care programs. 

According to Cornell University’s 
Industrial Labor and Relations School 
Study, when given an employer-funded 
subsidy for child care, participants 
were much more productive. Sixty-
eight percent of respondents reported 
using their sick days for child care less 
frequently and there was a 17.8 percent 
decrease in disciplinary actions during 
the study period.

When the subsidy ended and 
participants were forced to handle child 
care on their own, there was an increase 
in tardiness and degree of work-family 
conflict resulting in a 45.5 percent 
decrease in work performance and 34.9 
percent decrease in work productivity.

On the parental side, 42 percent 
of parents say that child care was an 
important part of their decision to work 
where they are and 19 percent of parents 
said they turned down another job 
because they feared losing their work-
site child care.

Across the spectrum, the advocacy is 
for the future of the children. In a society 
where economic advantage is once again 
growing as the great unequalizer, how 
can we not insure that everyone, every 
child, has a chance?

The Westchester Children’s 
Association and the Child Care Council 
of Westchester are doing the tough work 
and they need our thanks, recognition 
and support.
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The Correlation Between Musical Training and Future Success
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By Martin Wilbur
Judy Simon was never one to take a 

predictable path in life. Fortunately for 
countless people and families, they have 
been helped by the services provided by 
her various businesses over the years.

Simon has been able to fuse her 
entrepreneurial spirit, love of the arts 
and passion to help people to create and 
lead five different businesses that have 
improved the quality of life for others since 
she moved to Westchester in the 1970s.

Simon is executive director of A&J 
Home Care, Inc., a licensed home care 
agency in Mount Kisco that was launched 
in 2007. The agency was spun off from 
another one of her ventures, Careseekers, 
which provides companionship and 
caregiver services for the elderly such as 
running errands, transporting residents to 
doctors’ appointments and help with other 
daily tasks. 

The twin agencies came into existence 
after Simon once ran her own nanny 
service, her own recruitment firm and 
organized her own fitness classes.

“It’s just really the way I am, kind of out 
of the box,” said Simon. “I did my own 

thing.”
Her own thing also includes an extensive 

community service resume, such as serving 
on the Mount Kisco Library Foundation, 
the village’s zoning board of appeals and the 
board of the Mount Kisco Rotary, where 
she is now the organization’s president. 
Simon’s wide ranging contributions to the 
community resulted in her being named 
Citizen of the Year in 2013 by the local 
chapter, which she called “an amazing 
year.”

To some, Simon’s route to becoming a 
successful businesswoman may not seem 
terribly unusual by today’s standards. It’s 
also not what she envisioned as a youngster. 
Growing up in the Bronx she loved to act 
and dance and hoped to pursue a career in 
the theater. Simon had dreams of making 
it to Broadway. 

However, her parents were wary of 
letting her pursue show business. For 
many parents of that era it would be highly 
imprudent to allow their children to do 
something that seemed so unreliable. 

“Teacher, secretary or a nurse, have 2.5 
children and a dog and a cat and a white 
picket fence and a station wagon, which 

nowadays is an SUV,” said 
Simon. “I was okay with 
not having that life.”

Always active and 
athletic, Simon found 
solace in fitness as an adult, 
a way to continue to express 
herself even after dreams of 
a career on stage vanished. 
She married and eventually 
moved to Chappaqua, 
but soon realized that she 
couldn’t be the stay-at-
home suburban housewife. 
At that time, there were few 
gyms in the suburbs,  After working for a 
recruiting firm and briefly having her own 
recruiting company, she turned to fitness.

“There were studios,” said Simon, 
who has two grown children and three 
grandchildren. “What was I doing here, a 
city girl? I opened a studio in the basement 
of my house and I taught like 12 classes a 
week to people in my house that moved 
up (from the city). This wasn’t even a town 
and they had no place to go. So I was like, 
‘I can’t stay here and do nothing.’”

For much of the next three decades 
Simon would teach classes first at home, 
then at various gyms that did eventually 
open in the area. Meanwhile, about 28 
years ago, a friend that she knew from 
helping to walk dogs for residents at 
Heritage Hills in Somers suggested Simon 
would be excellent at care giving.

At first, Simon helped residents on her 
own. But her services were becoming 
increasingly in demand and she had to 

hire people to help. That 
soon blossomed into 
Careseekers.

“It’s me. It’s who I am 
and I saw a need,” she 
said.

The need for greater 
services was more 
apparent by 2007, which 
is when Simon created 
A&J Home Care, 
serving Westchester and 
Putnam. The agency is 
a licensed provider of 
home care staff, such as 

nurses and health and personal care aides.
Throughout her life, Simon’s interest in 

the arts and dancing has never waned. She 
decided to become a competitive ballroom 
dancer in 2010. She has also seen how 
music and dance is not just a means of self 
expression but helps to heal. 

Simon and her dance partner, Andrey 
Savenko, created The Alzheimer’s Project 
(T.A.P.) to bring ballroom dancing to those 
affected by the disease. Many participants 
use canes, walkers, even wheelchairs. 
Research a couple of years ago shows 
how ballroom dancing can help stop the 
progression of Alzheimer’s. She has also 
introduced a music therapy program to 
Northern Westchester Hospital.

“I think for me personally and 
professionally, having the recognition of 
the whole board and community to really 
enhance this whole project is more than I 
could hope for,” Simon said.
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Judy Simon

Home Health Care Agency Founder, Mt. Kisco
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By Janine Bowen
KenKen champion Martin Eiger made it 

two in a row at Saturday’s tournament at 
the Chappaqua Public Library. 

The technical research and development 
professional from Montville, N.J., who 
won the last competition in December 
2012, completed his winning eight-by-
eight puzzle in less than three minutes to 
defend his crown. 

Despite his repeat victory, he wasn’t 
able to provide any secrets to success in 
mastering the difficult puzzles. 

”I think about how to solve it, basically,” 
Eiger said following his victory. “And I’ve 
come up with techniques to solve it … that 
may be different than what other people 
have come up with to solve it, so maybe 
that gives me a leg up, but other than that, 
I don’t know.” 

Eiger has competed in the Chappaqua 
tournament every year since its inception 
in 2010, and has made it to the final round 
each time. Although he has a track record 
of success, he has never entered with the 
expectation of winning. 

“I come here every year, hoping to do 
well and I realize that I have to be prepared 
not to,” he said modestly. 

Competing in the final round with Eiger 
were Pelham resident Daniel Gritz and 
Matthew Zander of Manhattan. 

Gritz came in first place in the first and 
third qualifying rounds of the tournament. 
Gritz finished in second place in the 

second and third rounds, but made it to 
the finals because he had the next highest 
score after Gritz. 

Zander, who finished second in the 
finals, said he struggled with the eight-by-
eight puzzle, which is larger than what he 
is used to. 

“I got a little caught up on the eight-by-
eight,” he said. “I’m less familiar; I typically 
do the seven-by-seven. The gentleman 
who finished first is very talented,” said 
Zander, who previously registered for the 
tournament, but competed for the first 
time this year. 

KenKen features square grids divided 
into groups of boxes. The numbers in the 
boxes within each puzzle must produce 
a certain number when using addition, 
subtraction, multiplication or division. 
The tournament featured three rounds, 
with each round containing puzzles with 
more boxes. Typically, the more boxes in a 
puzzle, the greater the difficulty. 

Gritz, who finished third, explained that 
he struggled with the four-by-four puzzles 
in the opening round because he typically 
does the nine-by-nine expert puzzles. 

KenKen was brought to the United 
States by Chappaqua resident Bob Fuhrer, 
who owns a toy company, Nextoy, in 
Pleasantville and owns the KenKen rights. 
He said the game has grown in popularity 
over the years and is currently featured in 
more than 200 newspapers. Fuhrer just 
signed a deal to have KenKen featured on 

several major airlines. 
Despite its success during the past five 

years, Fuhrer said there’s plenty of room 
for growth.

“I still feel like we’re in our toddler stage,” 
he said. “I liken it to a person. I say we’re a 
five-year-old. It needs good parenting and 
hopefully it’ll grow up to be president. It’s 
got everything going for it. It’s got wisdom, 
depth, richness, fun.” 

Fuhrer explained that while KenKen is 

visually intimidating, it is as easy to learn 
as tic tac toe. It also has wide appeal among 
children and adults. 

“We’re in a … magazine for second-
graders and we’re in the AARP bulletin for 
senior citizens,” Fuhrer said. “There are not 
a lot of products that crosses generations. 
There are not many things a grandparent 
can do with a child that doesn’t torture one 
of them.”

Hobart Chin, a competitor on Saturday, 
exemplified the multigenerational 
appeal of KenKen. Chin competed in the 
tournament alongside his young son, but 
has also used the game to help his 67-year-
old father remain sharp. 

After Chin’s father was in a head-on 
collision, he suffered a variety of physical 
injuries, but also felt that his mental 
capacity was declining. Chin prints out 
six-by-six puzzles for his father every day, 
while his son encourages Grandpa to “do 
his [KenKen] homework.” 

Although KenKen is played as a 
recreational activity, it was actually 
invented as a teaching tool by Tetsuya 
Miyamoto. The Japanese math teacher is 
considered to be one of the top educators 
in Japan, and believes in a philosophy of 
“teaching without teaching.” Miyamoto 
will be making a rare United States 
appearance at the Chappaqua Library 
March 13 to talk about his radical 
teaching methods.  

New Jersey KenKen Maven Defends Title at 4th Annual Chappaqua Tourney

JANINE BOWEN PHOTO
Martin Eiger, center, won his second consecutive 
KenKen Tournament last Saturday in Chappaqua.
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Ill-Conceived, Ill-Planned, Inexcusable.
Time for a Change at Teatown.

Teatown Members & Neighbors Against Animal Cruelty
People Against Animal Cruelty 

Contact us at sigismundsf77@gmail.com if you wish to get involved!

 With virtually no public notice, Teatown Lake Reservation, in the Town of Yorktown, took the radical step of conducting a deer baiting and With virtually no public notice, Teatown Lake Reservation, in the Town of Yorktown, took the radical step of conducting a deer baiting and 
slaughter program on its property in Yorktown and Cortlandt during the month of February. slaughter program on its property in Yorktown and Cortlandt during the month of February. 

 During one of the coldest winters, where the deep snow and ice made it di�cult for the deer to get around and cult for the deer to get around and �nd food, hungry deer, including nd food, hungry deer, including 
those from outside the reservation, were lured to feeding stations. Some of these stations were within yards of areas where deer gather and sleep. those from outside the reservation, were lured to feeding stations. Some of these stations were within yards of areas where deer gather and sleep. 
�e stations were baited over a period of several weeks. �en, aided by infrared sensors, night vision goggles and armed with high-powered en, aided by infrared sensors, night vision goggles and armed with high-powered 
ri�es, sharp shooters hid in trees and used blinding spotlights to freeze the deer, as they took aim and slaughtered them. es, sharp shooters hid in trees and used blinding spotlights to freeze the deer, as they took aim and slaughtered them. ��e permit allows e permit allows 
Teatown to slaughter up to 75 deer this year—and the permit can be renewed.

 �e rationale Teatown used to justify this barbaric act is based on a pellet count of deer feces. �is is a crude method of estimating deer is is a crude method of estimating deer 
population and subject to error because a single deer may defecate several times. Preventing the deer from damaging the forest was Teatown’s population and subject to error because a single deer may defecate several times. Preventing the deer from damaging the forest was Teatown’s 
rationale, and while it is easy to point the �nger at deer and blame them for our forest regeneration woes, the reality is that our ecosystem issues nger at deer and blame them for our forest regeneration woes, the reality is that our ecosystem issues 
are fraught with complexity.

 Teatown is the only park or conservancy in Westchester County to have taken this radical approach to deer management. National experts Teatown is the only park or conservancy in Westchester County to have taken this radical approach to deer management. National experts 
in deer management agree that slaughtering deer does not reduce the deer population, since other deer will wander in from the surrounding 
area. Because of a phenomenon known as the “rebound e�ect,” more twins and triplets will be born as food becomes more available. In fact, �ect,” more twins and triplets will be born as food becomes more available. In fact, �
Westchester County’s own deer management study concluded that, barring a catastrophic threat to human health, the county would not use this Westchester County’s own deer management study concluded that, barring a catastrophic threat to human health, the county would not use this 
course of action to manage deer on its 18,000 acres of parkland.

 A�er the kill plan was leaked to the public, Teatown’s management and leadership sought to shut down further discussion on the topic by 
removing posts from its Facebook page, not returning calls from concerned citizens, and ignoring a stop-the-kill petition with more than 1300 
signatures.

 As a membership-based non-pro�t, Teatown relies on the �nancial support of its members, supporters and grantors. Tens of thousands of these 
dollars have been spent, and continue to be spent, on this deer slaughter program with little input from this vital group. Is this how Teatown’s 
benefactors want their money spent?

ENOUGH IS ENOUGH! IT IS TIME FOR A NEW DIRECTION AT TEATOWN!  
HELP GET TEATOWN BACK TO BEING A “NATURE PRESERVE.” HELP STOP ANY FUTURE DEER SLAUGHTER AT TEATOWN!

HERE’S WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP:
 Stop contributing to Teatown! 

 Sign the Online petition started by Animal Defenders of Westchester at:  
http://chn.ge/1dzcmrV

THIS SHOULD NOT BE THE TARGET. THIS SHOULD.
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By Janine Bowen
The Westchester County Association 

last week accepted five early-stage 
companies that have chosen to remain in 
the county into its Blueprint Accelerator 
Network.

The network is part of the Blueprint 
for Westchester, an initiative that was 
started in 2011 to revitalize Westchester’s 
economy and attract business owners to 
the area. Companies accepted into the 
network receive a year of free rent at a 
location within the county, as well as an 
additional year of half price rent. 

Business that are accepted into the 
program also have access to accounting 
and legal services, marketing and public 
relations outlets, and access to capital, 
all of which are donated by established 
local businesses. In return, all business 
accepted into the network must make a 
commitment to remain in Westchester 
County. 

“The Westchester County Association 
gets things done…and this is a testament 
in evidence to that,” said WCA Chairman 
Bill Harrington.

W@atercooler, one of five businesses 
accepted into the Blueprint Accelerator 
Network on Feb. 28, is a shared 
workspace for freelancers that is located 
in Tarrytown. Co-founder Jenifer Ross 
said that acceptance into the exclusive 
network will give her the head start 

needed to expand. 
“Most businesses that are starting up 

have to pay for that expansion to the 
next level…whereas with the accelerator 
program, with this year of free rent, you 
really have a great running ground to get 
your business up and running without 
the overhead…and then the support 
of all the legal and accounting services 
and PR really gives you an edge on other 
companies that you might not have had 
without the support,” Ross said. 

Although a relatively new initiative, 
the network has already had proven 
success. PlanGuru, a White Plains-
based company that makes budgeting 
and forecasting software, was the 
first company to be accepted into the 
Blueprint Accelerator Network last year. 
Its customer base has expanded by 50 
percent. In addition, the company has 
doubled its staff and plans to roll out new 
products later this year. 

“There’s no question; we would not 
be anywhere near where we are today 
without Blueprint Accelerator and it’s 
been a tremendous experience,” said 
PlanGuru CEO Christian Wielage. 

During the press conference, Marissa 
Brett, executive director of the Blueprint 
for Westchester, also announced the 
creation of a networking group for 
Blueprint companies, as well as other 
local startups and entrepreneurs. The 

initiative, called “Accelerate Westchester: 
Meetup. Startup,” will allow local 
business owners to share tips and 
challenges as well as attend forums. The 
first meeting of this new group will be on 
Apr. 2 at 1133 Westchester Ave. 

“We really think that we’re building 
upon the history of the WCA and 
serving as an advocate for the business 
community so now it’s time for us to 
serve as an advocate and act as a voice 

for the entrepreneurial community as 
well,” Brett said.

The four other companies welcomed 
into the network last week were 
emerging digital healthcare company 
Mobile Health One; Nuvita, an employee 
wellness program; accounting firm 
Sternbach & Rose, CPA, PC; and 
Lola Granola, the organic granola bar 
company.
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Owners of  the businesses accepted into the Westchester County Association’s Blueprint Accelerator 
Network gathered last Friday in White Plains.

WCA Adds New Companies into Program to Spur County Economy

A True Story: Bill Primavera and Michael Pierce,

Back Together Again, Thanks to William Raveis

Bill Primavera, a.k.a.“The Home Guru” met Michael Pierce when

they both were only 25 years old. Bill was the Director of Public 

Relations at The Culinary Institute of America and Michael, a

C.P.A., was hired as the school’s Finance Director. Almost instantly

they became the very best of friends...for life.

With a few years’ experience under their belts, they decided to

open up their own firm, Primavera Public Relations, in partnership

with Bill’s wife Margaret, and it soon became nationally known as the

boutique agency specializing in restaurants, food and wine, with high

profile accounts such as Kraft Foods, Ruth’s Chris Steak House,

Marie Callender’s and Italian Wines. Bill became an arbiter of con-

sumer lifestyle preferences and was frequently quoted in The Wall

Street Journal and The New York Times. In 1987, the firm reached

the height of its success when the Gannett syndicate published a fea-

ture called “Primavera Puts PR on the Menu” establishing Primavera

as one of the leading PR firms in the country for the next dozen years.

But because of circumstances related directly to the tragedy of

9/11, the fortunes of Primavera PR plummeted. Within two years it

was out of business, and Bill and Michael went their separate ways.

“I scrimped along on PR freelance work but that wasn’t quite enough

to keep me going,” says Bill. “That’s when I got into real estate, as a 

stop-gap measure, I thought, but I didn’t know I would love it so

much. I also recommended it to my best buddy and, now, thanks to

William Raveis, we’re a team again - and besides that, my PR com-

pany is back on top again at the same time! How lucky is that?”

Recruited from Coldwell Banker, Bill invited Michael to come from

Better Homes & Gardens Rand to join The Home Guru Team and

Bill’s Commercial Team as well. If you have a home or business to

sell, how would you feel about working with the energy of two best

friends? You can if you call Bill and Michael at (Cell) 914-522-2076.

1820 Commerce Street, Yorktown Heights, NY 10598                                                                                                        Bill & Michael are Licensed Real Estate Salespersons914-245-0460     
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Tuesday, March 4
Mardi Gras Magnifique! Music, masks 

and cake. Let the good times roll. For 
children in grades K-2. Chappaqua Public 
Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 
4 p.m. Free. Info: 914-238-4779 or www.
chappaqualibrary.org.

Italian Language and Culture With 
Mara De Matteo. De Matteo combines lively 
conversation with grammatical instruction, 
creating interactive lessons on the richness 
of Italian culture, past and present, through 
real-life anecdotes, literature, personal 
memoirs, films and photography. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. 
East, Armonk. 6:30 p.m. Free. Also March 
11, 18 and 25. Info: 914-273-3887 or www.
northcastlelibrary.org.

Preventing Alzheimer’s and Reversing 
Dementia. Sharp Again Naturally presents 
this program that  includes video clips 
featuring interviews of patients and doctors 
from a documentary film currently being 
made by Patricia Tamowski and Alan Scott 
Douglas. Followed by a question-and-
answer session. Mount Pleasant Library, 
350 Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 7 p.m. Free. 
Info: 914-769-0548.

Caregivers Support Group. Briarcliff 
Manor Center for Rehabilitation and 
Nursing Care, 620 Sleepy Hollow Rd., 
Briarcliff Manor. 7 to 8 p.m. Free. RSVP 
required. Info and RSVP: 914-941-5100 
ext. 217.

Wednesday, March 5
Ash Wednesday Services. St. John’s 

Episcopal Church, 8 Sunnyside Ave., 
Pleasantville. Holy Eucharist and 
Imposition of Ashes at 7 a.m. Prayer and 
Imposition of Ashes at noon. Info: 914-
769-0053.

Zumba Fitness. Achieve long-term 
benefits while having a blast in one 
exciting hour of calorie-burning, body-
energizing, awe-inspiring movements 
meant to engage and captivate for life. For 
all fitness levels. Dance Emotions, 75 S. 
Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. Every Monday 
and Wednesday at 9 a.m. and Saturdays at 
10 a.m. Drop in or weekly discount rates 
available. Info: Contact Peggy at 914 960-
4097.

Knitting Group. Hats for our 
servicemen and women overseas and 
other ongoing projects for care centers 
and hospitals. Clinton Street Center, 1A 
Clinton St., Pleasantville. 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
Free. Meets every Monday and Wednesday. 
Info: 914-769-2021.

Baby Time. A fun interactive lap sit story 
time. Includes songs, rhymes and a few very 
short stories to give babies an opportunity 
to socialize and parents a time to share. 
Recommended for newborns through 
12 months old. Mount Pleasant Public 
Library, 350 Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 
10 to 10:20 a.m. Free. Every Monday and 

Wednesday in March. Info: 914-769-0548 
or www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Toddler Time. Uses finger plays, action 
rhymes, songs and stories to encourage 
an enjoyment of books and to stimulate 
early listening skills, learning and speaking 
skills. Recommended for children one 
to two and a half years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford 
Rd., Pleasantville. 10:30 to 11 a.m. Free. 
Every Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
in March. Info: 914-769-0548 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Preschool Story Time. An interactive 
story time using picture books, songs, 
finger plays, action rhymes and other 
activities to encourage the enjoyment 
of books and language. Recommended 
for children two and a half to five years 
old. Mount Pleasant Public Library, 350 
Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 11 to 11:30 
a.m. Free. Every Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday in March. Info: 914-769-0276 or 
www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Senior Benefits Information Center. 
Counselors offer older adults one-on-
one counseling covering a broad range 
of topics including Medicare health and 
prescription plans, food stamps, HEAP, 
EPIC, weatherization, minor home repair 
and tax relief programs. Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 Main St., Mount Kisco. 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Free. Every Wednesday. 
Info: 914-231-3260.

Poetry Reading. Paola Corso will 
read poetry addressing Italian-American 
immigrants. His book, “The Laundress 
Catches Her Breath,” recently won the 
Tillie Olsen Award for Creative Writing. 
Westchester Community College’s 
Gateway Center, Davis Auditorium,  75 
Grasslands Rd., Valhalla.11:15 a.m. Free. 
Info: 914-606-6790. 

NEU First Wednesdays. The exhibit 
“Threnody: Forty Years,” reflects Cleve 
Gray’s anguish over the Vietnam War. This 
month’s First Wednesdays takes the hope 
for peaceful coexistence as inspiration. 
Join us for a talk about Threnody and 
Gray by Assistant Curator Avis Larson, a 
peaceful meditation by Dr. Nancy Reuben 
and a performance of peace and protest 
music from the period by Purchase Soul 
Voices, Refreshments served. Neuberger 
Museum of Art, 735 Anderson Hill Rd., 
Purchase. 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. Free. Info: Visit 
www.neuberger.org.

Thursday, March 6
“Gaining a Competitive Edge Through 

Innovation and Creativity.” A discussion 
featuring Bruce Nussbaum, author of 
“Creative Intelligence,” and a panel of 
Westchester’s leading professionals. 
Manhattanville College’s Reid Castle, 
2900 Purchase St., Purchase. 8 a.m. 
$25 in advance. $30 at the door. Info: 
Contact Patricia Braja at 914-231-

3241 or email pbraja@wlsmail.org. 
Registration: Visit app.etapestry.com/
onlineforms/WestchesterLibrarySystem/
BusinessCreativity.html. 

Pleasantville Garden Club Meeting. 
Guest speaker Colleen Plimpton will 
present “Hello My Garden,” an informative, 
interactive and humorous look at opening 
the garden in spring. Includes tips on 
dividing, fertilizing, attracting songbirds, 
lawn and bulb care and garden design. 
All welcome. Pleasantville Presbyterian 
Church, 400 Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 
General meeting at 9:15 a.m. Program 
at 10:15 a.m. Free. Info: Contact Valerie 
Bailey at 914-747-1049 or visit www.
pleasantvillegardenclub.com.

Let Your Yoga Dance Classes. The 
popular Kripalu noon dance class is now 
in Chappaqua! Combines easy dance, 
gentle yoga and great music. Come join 
this noncompetitive, heart pumping and 
joyful experience. Drop-ins welcome. 
Dance Emotions, 75 S. Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua.10 a.m. $20 per 75 min. class. 
Every Tuesday and Thursday. Info: 914-
238-8974 or email claudiayogadance@
gmail.com.

Toddler Time. Uses finger plays, action 
rhymes, songs and stories to encourage 
an enjoyment of books and to stimulate 
early listening skills, learning and speaking 
skills. Mount Pleasant Public Library, 125 
Lozza Drive, Valhalla. 10:30 to 11 a.m. 
Free. Recommended for children one to 
two and a half years old. Every Tuesday 
and Thursday in March. Info: 914-741-
0276 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Preschool Story Time. An interactive 
story time using picture books, songs, finger 
plays, action rhymes and other activities 
to encourage the enjoyment of books and 
language. Mount Pleasant Public Library, 
125 Lozza Drive., Valhalla 11 to 11:30 a.m. 
Free. Recommended for children two and 
a half to five years old. Every Tuesday and 
Thursday in March. Info: 914-741-0276 or 
www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Yiddish Vinkle. Yiddish speakers (or 
dabblers) enjoy Yiddish poetry, current 
events, short stories, humor, songs, music 
and great camaraderie. Rosenthal JCC, 600 
Bear Ridge Rd., Pleasantville. 1 to 3 p.m. $6 
suggested donation. Meets every Thursday. 
Info: 914-741-0333 ext. 24 or visit www.
rosenthaljcc.org.

Multilingual Mother Goose. Learn and 
share songs and rhymes in other languages. 
For children birth to five years old; with an 
adult. Chappaqua Public Library, 195 S. 
Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 2:30 p.m. Free. 
Meets every Thursday. Registration required. 
Info and registration: 914-238-4779.

Breast and Ovarian Cancer Support 
Group. Northern Westchester Hospital 
at Chappaqua Crossing, 480 Bedford Rd., 
Chappaqua. 7 p.m. Free. Meets the first 
Thursday of each month. Registration 

required. Info and registration: 914-962-
6402 or 800-532-4290.

Friday, March 7
Zumba Gold. Try this low-impact 

approach to Zumba for the older active 
adult and baby boomer with the same 
sassy, sweaty, fun-filled cardio workout in 
an easy learning environment. Ongoing 
classes; drop-ins welcome. Addie-tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza, Pleasantville. 11:15 a.m. to 12:15 
p.m. $12. Four- and eight-week cards 
available. Meets every Friday. Info: 914-
747-0808 or email instructor at olin.amyj@
gmail.com

Decoupage With Michael. Bring an 
old jar or use one of ours to decorate with 
cut-outs from used teen books. Jars are 
yours to keep. For students in grades 6-12. 
Chappaqua Public Library, 195 S. Greeley 
Ave., Chappaqua. 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. Free. 
Info: 914-238-4779.

Magic: The Gathering With Lucas. 
Drop-in and play. Beginners and 
experienced players welcome. For students 
in grades 7-12. Chappaqua Public Library, 
195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 3:30 to 
4:30 p.m. Free. Info: 914-238-4779.

Zumba Fitness Class. Addie-Tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial Plaza 
(lower level), Pleasantville. 5:30 to 6:30 
p.m. $15 a class. $29 for four classes. $55 
for eight classes. Meets every Friday. Info: 
917-215-1720, email AddietudeDance@
gmail.com or visit www.Addie-tude.com. 

Friday Night Cinema and 
Conversation: “Whale Rider.” Led by LIU 
Professor Valerie Franco. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

Pleasantville High School Play. 
Pleasantville High School, 60 Romer Ave., 
Pleasantville. 7:30 p.m. Adults: $15. Seniors, 
students and children: $12. Also March 8, 
14 and 15 at 7:30 p.m. and March 9 at 2 p.m. 
Info and tickets: Visit phsplay.org.  

Saturday, March 8
Mount Kisco Rotary Club’s 2014 

Pancake Breakfast. Net proceeds to 
benefit Rosary Hill Home in Hawthorne. 
Holiday Inn, 1 Holiday Inn Drive, Mount 
Kisco. 8 to 11:30 a.m. Adults: $10. Seniors 
and children: $7. Info and tickets: Visit 
www.mountkiscorotary.org.

Chappaqua Farmers Market. Church 
of St. Mary the Virgin, 191 S. Greeley 
Ave., Chappaqua. 8:30 to 1 p.m. Every 
Saturday until May. Info: Visit www.
chappaquafarmersmarket.org.

The College of New Rochelle’s Annual 
Symposium on Mental Health. This 
forum explores the current research, best 
practices and innovations in the diagnosis 
and treatment of mental disorders. An 
opportunity for mental health professionals 

continued on page 20

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Martin Wilbur at mwilbur@theexaminernews.com.com.
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It must be my 
fascination with 
wine. When I see 
news of a scientific 
breakthrough or a 
new application for 
old technology, my 
mind goes into “I 
wonder if there’s a 
wine angle to this?” 
mode. 

On several occasions the insights I’ve 
gained over my wine-centric lifetime 
have come up with ancillary or alternative 
ways to utilize applications from other 
industries to the agriculture-based wine 
industry. However, most of 
the time my mind dismisses 
out of hand any potential 
alternative uses.

The mantra of 21st 
century businesses 
continues to be how to 
utilize digital technology to 
improve business efficiency. 
We’ve seen the advancement of robotics as 
well as software programs that create new 
industrial devices or digitally automate 
mechanical functions. All slowly, but 
seeming to inevitably replace man. From 
assembly line robots to 3D printing to 
managing our home environments, 
technology is transforming our lives. 

I came across one such news article in 
2011 that piqued my curiosity, but never 
manifested itself in any useful or relevant 
application to the wine industry. Then lo 
and behold, a few weeks ago I read of a 
new engineered product on the market 
that gave me pause. “Aha! There was a 
wine angle lurking behind that 2011 news 
report after all.”

We’re all aware of the expansion of new 
applications for drone technology. Back 
in 2011 I read of Navy pilots directing 
military air attacks around the world, 
into combat areas or into the lairs of 

wanted terrorists, all the 
while sitting in their homes 
at their sophisticated 
computer terminals. Soon 
we may be reading of the 
same Navy pilot conducting 
attacks on his smartphone 
over a Starbucks Wi-Fi 
connection while standing 

in line for his morning Macchiato.  
There must be a wine-centric application 

here somewhere I thought to myself. 
While I was unable to concoct a drone-
derived resource for the wine industry, 
entrepreneurs in other industries have 
been creative and innovative. Amazon 
is developing a 30 minute order delivery 

drone system. Domino Pizza can dispatch 
a drone to deliver pizza to your doorstep. 
A western beer company drone delivers 
six packs to ice fishing cabins on frozen 
remote Minnesota lakes. 

My favorite: A drone has been deployed 
to transport valuable liquid cargo to après-
skiers atop a snow-covered mountaintop 
in the Alps. A bottle of Champagne 
is delivered to customers sitting at an 
exclusive, isolated wine bar at the 
summit of a Swiss mountain. 

But not much has been 
developed for the wine industry. 

Until I read the news a few 
weeks ago.

A winery owner in 
Bordeaux has ordered an 
Octocopter drone (at a cost 
of nearly $70,000) to conduct flyovers 
through his vineyards. Small in stature at 
two feet wide and less than three pounds, 
the drone has a range of eight miles and 
can climb to over one mile high. 

Here’s what I missed: the Octocopter 
can inspect over 25 acres in one hour 
with its micro/macro camera lenses and 
infrared technology. A typical vineyard 
eight-worker team covers only 10 acres 
over a similar timeframe. Aside from this 
obvious increase in productivity, other 

efficiencies include pin-point spraying 
of sections of vineyards rather than a 
scattershot approach and measuring the 
ripeness of micro sites to facilitate the 
best time to harvest individual plots of 
grapevines.   

Other sightings have been reported in 
California and Oregon. The news article 
quoted University of California-Davis 

professor Roger Boulton: “There 
are only a couple of things that 
consistently improve wine 
quality year after year. The first is 
precision viticultural practices.” 
This is the potential bottom line 

impact of agri-drones.
As drones begin to 

proliferate in vineyards, the 
consumer will be the ultimate 

winner in improved wine 
quality, consistency and price 

stabilization due to greater and 
healthier yields. Now I get it.

Nick Antonaccio is a 35 year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years 
he has conducted wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

Duck! The Drones Have Invaded the Vineyards

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

By Nick Antonaccio

‘a wine angle lurking behind the news’
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The great thing about PCTV is 

that everyone can have a voice. 

From elected officials and 

business leaders to students and 
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tell. We all have opinions to 

share. To lift each other up and 

bring our community closer 
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Finding a great mirror for your newly renovated 
bathroom can be a big problem!

We make them right in our shop and will install them as well!
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and students of counseling, psychology 
and social work to expand their knowledge 
and repertoire of skills in their work with 
clients. Special attention will be given to 
the latest revision to the Diagnostic and 
Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders. 
The College of New Rochelle’s Maura 
Ballroom, 29 Castle Place, New Rochelle. 
8:30 to 4 p.m.  $50 for professionals. $35 for 
non-College of New Rochelle students. $25 
for CNR students. Registration required. 
Info and registration: 914-654-5320, visit 
www.events.cnr.edu/mentalhealth or 
email mentalhealthsymposium@cnr.edu.

Pleasantville Farmers Market. The 
market is back indoors and even better 
than last year, with more winter-grown 
produce, meats, breads, cheeses, prepared 
foods and all the goodies you know and 
love. Pleasantville Middle School, 40 
Romer Ave., Pleasantville. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Every Saturday until mid May. Info: Visit 
www.pleasantvillefarmersmarket.org.

Sugarfest. Celebrating the sugaring 
season with programming, demonstrations 
and, of course, the all-you-can-eat pancake 
feast served with 100 percent New York 
maple syrup. Also featuring music from 
Nannyhagen Creek on Saturday and the 
Fox Lane Music Ensemble on Sunday. 
Westmoreland Sanctuary, Mount Kisco. 
Pancake feast at 9:30 and 11:30 a.m. Maple 
Sugaring Through the Ages Demonstration 

at 10:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. Members: 
$10. Non-members: $12. Children (four 
to 10 years old): $6. Children (under four): 
Free. Info and tickets: 914-666-8448 or 
visit www.westmorelandsanctuary.org.

World Day of Prayer. The Women of 
Faith, an ecumenical bible study group in 
Katonah, will be holding this annual event. 
This year’s worship service was developed 
by the Coptic Christian women of Egypt 
around the theme Streams in the Desert, 
that explores the way faith can be life-
sustaining even in the face of scarcity and 
oppression. Katonah United Methodist 
Church, 5 Bedford Rd., Katonah. 10 a.m. 
Free. Info: 914-232-4094 or visit www.
katonahumc.wordpress.com.

Music Conservatory of Westchester’s 
Summer Music & Arts Open House. 
Visit the school, attend classes and meet 
summer faculty and staff. Programs for 
students five to 18 years old. A chance to 
register early for classes and pay less. Music 
Conservatory of Westchester, 216 Central 
Ave., White Plains. 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Free. Also March 15 and 29. Info: Email 
info@musiced.org. 

Practice Tai Chi. Learn specific 
feldenkrais and chi kung breathing 
techniques for deep relaxation and apply 
them to tai chi movement. A hands-on 
class geared toward each participant’s level. 
Led by instructor Larry Attile. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East., 

Armonk. 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. Free. Also 
March 15 and 22. Info: 914-273-3889.

Wolves of North America. Learn about 
the mythology, biology and ecology of 
wolf families and discover why March is a 
special time for packs in North America. 
Wolf Conservation Center, South Salem.11 
a.m. Adults: $13. Children (under 12): 
$11. Also March 8, 16, 22, 25 and 28. 
Pre-registration required. Info and pre-
registration: Visit www.nywolf.org.

Learn and Practice Bridge. Instructor 
Joel Goren will work with new and 
returning players. North Castle Public 
Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 1 to 3 p.m. Free. Meets every 
Saturday in March. Info: 914-273-3889.

Museums at the Library Day. Our 
annual activity-packed open house. 
All ages. Chappaqua Public Library, 
195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 1 to 4 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-238-4779 or www.
chappaqualibrary.org. 

Mount Kisco St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade. Northern Westchester’s annual 
traditional parade featuring more than 60 
organizations including Irish step dancers 
and bagpipe bands. Rev. Stephen E. Clark 
of St Francis of Assisi Church will be the 
Grand Marshal. Main Street, Mount Kisco. 
2 p.m. Info: Visit www.AOHDIV16.org.  

Hike Around the Lake. Get out for 
a guided hike around Cranberry Lake. 
Cranberry Lake Preserve, Old Orchard 
Street, North White Plains. 2 p.m. Free. 
Info: 914-428-1005.

Opening Reception for “The Nature 
of Contrasts.” Photographers Elisabeth 
Pollaert Smith and H. David Stein explore 
nature’s contrasts, through Stein’s subtle 
White On White flowers and Smith’s stark 
other worldly landscapes. These works are 
augmented with Olga Bedoya’s intriguing 
jewelry. Mamaroneck Artists Guild, 126 
Larchmont Ave., Larchmont. 3 to 5 p.m. 
Free. Gallery open Tuesday through 
Saturday 12 to 5 p.m. Exhibit runs through  
March 29. Info: 914-834-1117 or visit 
www.mamaroneckartistsguild.org.

Evening Howl for “Pups” of All 
Ages. Enjoy visiting the wolves during 
their favorite hour--dusk. Learn about 
the mythology, biology and ecology of 
wolf families and discover why this is a 
magical time of year for packs in North 
America. Guests will take a short sunset 
hike to howl with the ambassador wolves. 
Weather appropriate treats served; please 
bring flashlights. Wolf Conservation 
Center, South Salem. 5 p.m. Adults: $16. 
Children (under 12): $13. Also March 29. 
Pre-registration required. Info and pre-
registration: Visit www.nywolf.org, 

Sunday, March 9
Church Service. St. John’s Episcopal 

Church, 8 Sunnyside Ave., Pleasantville. 
Rite I Holy Eucharist at 8 a.m. Rite III, a 
service geared toward families with young 
children at 9:15 a.m. Rite II Choral Service 

Holy Eucharist at 10:45 a.m. Every Sunday. 
Info: 914-769-0053.

Teaching Trails: A Community Path 
for Environmental Education. Join 
guided trail experience through the 
woodland forest. Discover who left that 
track, which tree makes the best animal 
home or which plant makes its own 
heat to help melt through the late winter 
ice. Program runs about 30 minutes. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 11:30 a.m. Free. Meets 
every Sunday. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit 
www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Natures Course: Wolves and Moose of 
Isle Royale. For decades, a wolf and moose 
study has been conducted on Isle Royale 
to better observe how predator/prey 
dynamics work. However, this study may 
soon come to an end. Join a discussion 
of current issues for the wolf populations 
on Isle Royale and elsewhere in the 
United States. Guests will also visit  the 
ambassador wolves. Wolf Conservation 
Center, South Salem. 11 a.m. Adults: $13. 
Children (under 12): $11. Pre-registration 
required. Info and pre-registration: Visit 
www.nywolf.org.

Maple Sugaring Party. Family fun 
to highlight the end of winter and the 
peak of the maple sugaring season, when 
the warming daytime temperatures 
stimulate the sap to flow. Featured events 
include demonstrations of sap collecting, 
depictions of Native American and 
Colonial-style sugaring sites, candy and 
porridge making, and crafts. Greenburgh 
Nature Center, 99 Dromore Rd, Scarsdale. 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Early registration: 
Members--$5. Non-members--$10. 
Day of event rates: Members--$7. Non-
members--$12. Info and registration: Visit 
www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Sugaring Sundays. From tapping to 
collecting, boiling to bottling, Teatown’s 
naturalists will be in Warren’s sugarhouse 
sharing facts and folklore about this 
sweet time of year. All welcome. Teatown 
Lake Reservation, 1600 Spring Valley 
Rd., Ossining. 1, 2 and 3 p.m. Members: 
Free. Non-members: $5. Pre-registration 
required. Info and pre-registration: 914-
762-2912. ext. 110.

Learn and Play Mah Jongg. Led by 
instructor Regina Klenosky. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 1 to 2:30 p.m. Free. Meets every 
Sunday in March. Info: 914-273-3889.

Pleasantville Chamber Music 
Society Concert: The Cassatt String 
Quartet. Acclaimed as one of America’s 
outstanding ensembles, the Manhattan-
based quartet is equally adept at classical 
masterpieces and contemporary music. 
Members are Muneko Otani and Jennifer 
Leshnower, violin, Sarah Adams, viola, 
and Nicole Johnson, cello. Presbyterian 
Church of Pleasantville, 400 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 3 p.m. Free. Info: Visit www.
pleasantvillechambermusic.org.

continued from page 18
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Anne Ring of Yorktown Heights, 
a longtime Westchester community 
leader, was recently appointed 
director of fund development and 
communications at the YMCA of 
Central & Northern Westchester in 
White Plains.

“I am honored to join the 
YMCA of Central & Northern 
Westchester team as director of fund 
development and communications. 
The YMCA is such a key resource in 
our community,” Ring said. “I look 
forward to using my skills to help the 
YMCA in its mission to better youth 
development, healthy living and 
social responsibility in Westchester.”

Ring’s appointment comes after 
Cynthia Rubino, the newly appointed 
CEO/President of the YMCA of 
Central & Northern Westchester, 
announced plans for fundraising and 
future growth at the YMCA. With 
more than 27 years of leadership 
experience and expertise in 
management, marketing, fundraising 
and community relations, Rubino 
said Ring’s expertise in community 

relations will help the Y’s efforts. 
“Anne is a familiar face in the 

community and is well-known for 
being a strategic leader who builds 
teams, develops relationships and 
drives results. Her experience and 

expertise will be a great benefit to 
our organization as we move forward 
into the future,” Rubino said.  

In her new position, Ring will 
be responsible for developing and 
implementing fundraising initiatives 
and overall development strategy 
for the organization. She will also 
provide the vision and direction for 
the YMCA’s marketing and public 
relations communications initiatives, 
and will work with the CEO to 
develop a brand strategy and image 
campaign to advance the YMCA’s 
overall mission and fundraising 
goals. 

President of Heritage 
Communications, Ring provides 
advice to businesses and other 
organizations seeking help with 
product awareness, leadership 
positioning, marketing and overall 
visibility. She has developed 
marketing collateral material and 
community outreach programs 
for various groups, including The 
Daily Voice and the Hudson Valley 
Shakespeare Festival. She has also 

designed and facilitated fundraisers 
and other special events to help 
benefit organizations like Hope’s 
Door and Hudson Valley Hospital 
Center.

Ring has chaired various 
fundraising luncheons and dinners 
for nonprofit organizations including 
Food Bank for Westchester and AHA 
Go Red for Women. Additionally, she 
has held the positions of associate 
publisher at The Daily Voice, business 
development manager at Westchester 
Magazine, associate publisher at 
Trader Publications and adjunct 
professor at Fordham University. 

 She received a Bachelor of Arts 
in English at Providence College 
and a Master of Arts in Public 
Communications at Fordham 
University and has been recognized by 
various organizations for community 
outreach efforts: a recipient of the 
Dominican Sisters Community Care 
Award, inductee of the Women’s 
Hall of Fame at Immaculate Heart 
Academy and recipient of the Women 
in Communications Matrix Award. 

New Communications Director Named By YMCA 
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Adoption
ADOPTION: Unplanned Pregnancy? 
Caring local licensed adoption agency 
provides financial and emotional support. 
Choose from loving pre-approved fami-
lies. Habla Espanol.  Call Joy  1-914-939-
1180 or confidential email: Adopt@Forev-
erFamiliesThroughAdoption.org

Auctions
AUCTION CHEMUNG COUNTY 
REAL PROPERTY TAX FORECLO-
SURES. 150+ Properties, Wednesday, 
March 26 @ 11AM. Holiday Inn, Elmira, 
NY. 800-243-0061 HAR, Inc. & AAR, Inc. 

Free brochure: www.NYSAUCTIONS.
com

Buy or sell at AARauctions.com. Con-
tents of homes, businesses, vehicles and 
real estate. Bid NOW! AARauctions.com 
Lights, Camera, Auction. No longer the 
best kept secret.

Auto donAtions
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 

towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

divorce
DIVORCE $349 - Uncontested divorce 
papers prepared. Includes poor person 
application/waives government fees, if ap-
proved. One signature required. Separa-
tion agreements available. Make Divorce
Easy - 518-274-0380.

drivers
Heating And Air Conditioning Techni-
cian Jobs Available! Fast Track, Hands 
On, Certification Training Provided. GI 
Bill Eligible. 1-877-994-9904

For sAle
PINEHURST, NC AREA, 2 Bedroom 
Condo, Originally $186k, now $99,500.00 
with Owner Financing, In a 100 year old 
Cotton Mill, with all amenities, Call Marc 
at Iron Horse Properties, 910-206-1881.

Privacy Hedges- SPRING Blowout Sale 6' 
Arborvitae (cedar) Regular $129 Now $59 
Beautiful, Nursery Grown. FREE Installa-
tion/FREE delivery 518-536-1367 www.
lowcosttrees.com Limited Supply!

Help WAnted
AIRLINE CAREERS begin here! Get 
FAA approved Aviation Maintenance 
Technician training. Financial aid for 
qualified studentsñ Housing available. Job 
placement assistance. Call AIM 866-296-
7093

Home improvement
HAS YOUR BUILDING SHIFTED OR 
SETTLED? Contact Woodford Brothers 
Inc, for straightening, leveling, foundation 
and wood frame repairs at 1-800-OLD-
BARN. www.woodfordbros.com. "Not 
applicable in Queens county"

lAnd WAnted
DEAL OF THE WEEK- 10acres - $24,900 
or $318/month! Borders State Land, 

woods, views, Southern Tier NY! Town 
road, Gíteed buildable! Call: 888-905-
8847 or newyorklandandlakes.com

miscellAneous
SAWMILLS from only $4897.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship. FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

out oF stAte reAl estAte
Sebastian, Florida Affordable custom 
factory constructed homes $45,900+, 
Friendly community, No Real Estate or 
State Income Taxes ,minutes to Atlantic 
Ocean. 772-581-0080, www.beach-cove.
com. Limited seasonal rentals

vAcAtion rentAls
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open dai-
ly. Holiday Real Estate. 1-800-638-2102. 
Online reservations: www.holidayoc.com

WAnted
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry, 
books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT
914-654-1683

CASH for Coins! Buying ALL Gold & Sil-
ver. Also Stamps & Paper Money, Entire 
Collections, Estates. Travel to your home. 
Call Marc in NY 1-800-959-3419

exAminer mediA Classifieds 030414

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR

To Place a Classified Ad 
call 914-864-0878
or e-mail classifieds

@theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication

1-800-382-HOME(4663)
www.sonyma.org

If You’re Ready to Buy a Home,
We Are Ready to Help.

The State of New York Mortgage Agency offers:
Up to $15,000 of Down Payment Assistance

for Housing
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ExaminerSports

Above: Greeley’s Samantha Srinivasan is met in 
midair as she shoots the ball vs. Ossining.

Right: Lauren Brown of  Greeley heads for the 
basket between a pair of  Ossining players in 
Thursday’s Class AA semifinal.

Lower right: Horace Greeley guard Tori Ganzi lines 
up a 3-pointer vs. Ossining under the watchful 
eyes of  Quakers coach John Alkalay.

Courtside 
at the 

County 
Center

Disappointed Briarcliff  players Kelsey Simpson 
(left) and Kelly Monaghan walk off  the court 
following last Tuesday’s playoff  loss.

Briarcliff  coach Don Hamlin confers with freshman guard Carly Fanelli in the second half  of  last week’s 
semifinal playoff  game. 

The Briarcliff  girls’ basketball team stands united during the National Anthem before last Tuesday’s 
Class B semifinal game vs. Woodlands.

Above: Briarcliff’s Grace Orr drives along the left 
baseline in last Tuesday’s game vs. Woodlands.

Upper right: The Quakers’ Ashley Rosenberg 
concentrates at the foul line vs. the Ossining 
Pride.

Right: Anna Waterhouse sets her sights on the 
basket in Greeley’s playoff  game last week at the 
Westchester County Center.
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By Andy Jacobs
With the dynamic duo of Imani Tilford 

and Teisha Hyman on its roster, it’s hard 
to believe the Woodlands girls’ basketball 
team actually finished the 2013-14 regular 
season two games under .500. 

Certainly the Briarcliff Bears had to be 
left wondering about that after facing the 
Falcons last Tuesday evening in the Section 
1, Class B playoffs at the Westchester 
County Center. Tilford and Hyman 
combined to score 43 points despite the 
Bears’ triangle-and-two defense designed 
to slow them down as Woodlands captured 
a 67-58 semifinal victory.

In a game that was about as close as can 
be for three quarters, it took an offensive  
eruption in the fourth from Tilford, a 
senior guard who’ll be playing for Georgia 
Tech next year, for the Falcons to finally 
take command for good against a young 
and fearless Briarcliff team eager to get to 
Saturday’s championship game. 

“She’s just so good,” said Bears coach 
Don Hamlin shortly after Tilford’s 12 
fourth-quarter points, nine of which came 
in the game-changing first three minutes, 
doomed Briarcliff. “I mean, we did our best 
to keep her in front, make tough shots, and 
she made a lot of ‘em. What’re you gonna 
do? She’s just a great talent.”

Hyman is also a great talent and, just a 
seventh grader now, figures to terrorize 
Section 1 opponents for the next half 
decade.  Already nearly six feet tall, she 
finished with game-highs of 22 points 
and 14 rebounds and connected on three 
3-pointers, including one at the end of the 
first half that enabled the Falcons to take a 
31-29 lead at intermission. 

But Briarcliff, in spite of the fireworks 
from the two Falcon stars, managed to keep 
the outcome in doubt for nearly the entire 
contest. Woodlands scored the game’s first 
seven points before the Bears, sparked by 
Jackie Contento, answered with an 11-2 
run. Contento, one of three Briarcliff 
freshmen who gets plenty of playing time, 
made two 3-pointers that narrowed the 
early deficit to 9-6. 

“She kept us in it,” said Hamlin about the 
two first-quarter treys by Contento. “She’s 
five-foot-one and she gives us everything 
she has. I was very proud of her.”

Contento’s two 3-pointers were soon 
followed by another one from Sabrina 
Panarese, one of the other precocious 
freshmen, who came off the Bears’ bench 
and made a quick contribution. The third 
freshman, Carly Fanelli, who finished with 
a team-high 18 points and seven rebounds, 
made two free throws with 55 seconds left 
in the quarter that gave the Bears their first 
lead of the day. 

A 3-pointer by Hyman with 20 
seconds to go in the opening period gave 
Woodlands a 12-11 edge heading to the 
second quarter. The Falcons outscored 
Briarcliff 11-2 to start the quarter, but 
again it was Contento who soon provided 
yet another spark for the Bears. Her third 

3-pointer of the night started a 14-3 burst 
that gave the Bears a 27-26 lead with 1:55 
to go before halftime. 

There were eight lead changes in the 
game, including four in the final two 
minutes of the first half, but once Tilford 
drove through traffic and scored with 1:56 
to go in the third quarter, Woodlands had 
the upper hand for good. The third quarter 
ended with a fast-break layup by Jasmine 
Michaux and a free throw from Tilford 
that gave the Falcons a 44-40 advantage. 

Tilford, saddled with four fouls for most 
of the second half, provided Woodlands 
with its first nine points of the fourth 
quarter. Her 3-pointer with 5:07 remaining 
left the Bears facing a 53-43 deficit. 
Briarcliff twice moved to within seven 
points, first on a Kelsey Simpson baseline 
drive with 3:40 to go and then after two 
free throws a minute later by Contento, 
who wound up with 15 points. 

A 3-pointer by Panarese with 1:49 on 
the clock narrowed the Woodlands lead to 
59-54, but Tilford answered with her final 
bucket of the game. With 1:12 left, Fanelli 
fouled out and Diamond Spaulding made 
one of two foul shots, giving the Falcons 
an eight-point lead. A Grace Orr bucket 
with just over a minute remaining was the 
Bears’ last hurrah as Woodlands scored the 

next five points, clinching the victory with 
a Spaulding layup with 22 seconds to go.

“We had a bad stretch, that four minutes, 
and we just never really fully recovered 
from that,” said Hamlin about the start 
of the final quarter against the eventual 
sectional champs. “Except for that four-
minute stretch, I thought that they handled 
themselves tremendously well.”

Briarcliff benefitted from atrocious 
foul shooting by the Falcons, who only 
managed to make 14 of their 37 attempts 
from the line. Tilford, who did provide 11 
rebounds, was just 5 of 13 from the charity 
stripe. The Bears, returning their entire 
roster next season, will also now have the 
benefit of some County Center experience.

“I think that’s big,” Hamlin said. “To get 
a game here is huge. That’s their first game 
here and it’s always hard to shoot here. 
Hopefully, we’ll grow from this and we’ll 
be able to finish (inside shots) if we get a 
chance next year.”

Hamlin, downplaying the 300th win of 
his coaching career last week by saying “it 
means I’ve had a lot of good players and 
that I’ve been coaching a long time,” is 

looking forward to what his young team 
that finished 12-9 can do for an encore. He 
expects to have Cassidy Carrafiello back 
from a knee injury and expects big things 
from the speedy Fanelli.

“Carly picked it up another gear,” he said. 
“I think the last month she had a different 
gear. She’s awesome.”

Though the Bears fell a bit short in their 
quest to reach the sectional final, Hamlin 
can’t be too disappointed.

“I told them that they grew up in front 
of my eyes,” he said, sharing his post-game 
speech. “We came into the season with five 
freshmen and kind of unsure of ourselves. 
Our expectations were to just get better 
and to continue to improve, and they met 
our expectations.”

Briarcliff Loses to Woodlands in the Class B Semifinals
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Briarcliff’s Meghan Powers fires up a shot from 
the right corner in the Bears’ semifinal playoff  
loss to Woodlands.

The Bears’ Kelsey Simpson drives to the basket in 
the second half  of  the Class B semifinals.

Sabrina Panarese of  Briarcliff  shoots a 3-pointer 
in the first half  of  last week’s Class B semifinal 
game.

Kelly Monaghan of  Briarcliff  awaits a rebound 
with Sahiyya Harrison of  Woodlands at the County 
Center last Tuesday.

Jackie Contento of  Briarcliff  passes the ball during 
last week’s semifinal game at the Westchester 
County Center.

Briarcliff’s Carly Fanelli gets set to shoot a 
technical foul shot in the third quarter of  last 
Tuesday’s playoff  game vs. Woodlands.
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By Andy Jacobs
After beating Horace Greeley twice 

during the regular season, the top-seeded 
Ossining girls’ basketball team seemed 
determined to make sure last Thursday 
afternoon’s third encounter wouldn’t be 
the charm for the upset-minded Quakers. 

The Pride opened up a big first-half 
lead and never let up, making certain the 
fourth-seeded Quakers’ first venture to the 
Westchester County Center in 10 years 
would be short-lived. Shadeen Samuels 
scored a game-high 20 points and Jalay 
Knowles added 16 as the Pride waltzed 
to a 73-47 victory in the Section 1, Class 
AA semifinal game at the venerable 
old building alongside the Bronx River 
Parkway.  

“We ran into a juggernaut, because 
they’re a tremendous team,” said Quakers 
coach John Alkalay soon after the curtain 
had come down on a memorable season 
in which Greeley won 16 of its 21 games. 
“It was our first time at the County Center 
and we were nervous. It was expected.”

Ashley Rosenberg, named to the all-
tournament team, scored the Quakers’ first 
eight points of the contest before Ossining, 
with three straight buckets by Cyan 
Scarduzio, went on an 8-0 spurt to grab the 
lead for good. Successive baskets by Anna 
Waterhouse, one of them a 3-pointer, 
trimmed the Pride lead to 16-13 with 2:10 
left in the opening quarter. 

But Ossining scored the last five points 
of the period and then opened the second 
on a 13-3 run. Suddenly the Quakers 
found themselves facing an overwhelming 
18-point deficit. It grew to as many as 22 
points in the first half after five straight 
free throws by Samuels 13 seconds apart 
before Greeley closed the half with two 
free throws by Sam Srinivasan and another 
from Waterhouse. 

“At halftime, the coaches looked at us 
and said, ‘Don’t worry about the score,’” 
said Srinivasan, one of the four Greeley 
players whose career in a Quaker uniform 

ended with the loss.  “’Just keep playing 
hard and do your thing.’ It definitely is 
frustrating, but I guess part of it is not 
letting the frustration get to you.”

More frustration was soon on the way 
for the Quakers as Ossining, which went 
on to easily defeat Mahopac in Sunday’s 
championship game, scored the first eight 
points of the second half before  Meaghan 
Townsend finally converted on a layup 
to get Greeley on the board with 5:15 
remaining in the third quarter. 

Rosenberg, who led the Quakers with 
15 points, two more than fellow freshman 
Townsend, had five of them during an 8-0 
Greeley spurt that cut the Pride lead to 51-
32 late in the third quarter. But Ossining 
outscored the Quakers 10-5 over the final 
1:47 of the period and went to the fourth 
quarter with a 24-point cushion. 

Ossining, with its full-court pressure 
and relentless defense around the basket, 
limited the Quakers’ star sophomore, 
Lauren Brown, to a mere four points. 
Her only basket of the game, a pull-up 
jump shot from the top of the key, came 
with 32 seconds left in the third quarter. 
The Quakers’ final bucket of the season, 
part of a conventional three-point play 
by Townsend, came with 2:30 remaining. 
Srinivasan provided the last two points, 
from the foul line, with a couple of seconds 
left on the clock. 

“I’m said, but I’m happy,” said Srinivasan 
a few moments later. “I think this was a 
great way to go out. The last three years, 
we’ve made it to sectionals and we’ve lost 
in the first and second round. I’m really 
proud to say that with this team, this group 
of girls, we were able to make it to the 
County Center.”

It didn’t take Alkalay very long to realize 
just how overwhelmed his young team was 
playing on the hallowed court that for so 

many years has been the ultimate proving 
ground for Section 1 players. 

“Thirty seconds into the game, we called 
a play,” he said. “Three people did the 
wrong thing. Right there, you can tell. So 
we called a timeout. We settled ‘em down 
a little bit. They started running it a little 
bit better, but the pressure (from Ossining) 
makes you do things quicker than you 
want to do them and I think that’s what got 
us flustered.”

“Honestly, it was scary, but it was a 
fun experience,” said Brown, the springy 
forward with an extremely  bright future 
for the Quakers. “It’s amazing. It’s amazing 
seeing your friends, hearing your name 
being cheered. It’s amazing being with your 
teammates, your coaches. It’s all great.”

Srinivasan, who scored six points in 
her Quaker farewell, all from the foul line, 
echoed her teammate’s sentiments about 
playing at the County Center.

“It’s amazing,” she agreed. “I mean, I’ve 
dreamed about it since freshman year 
and it really lives up to expectations. Even 
though we lost, it was an experience I’ll 
never forget.”

For Ossining, this year’s Class AA title 
was its fourth in a row, and Alkalay doesn’t 
have to be told the Pride, with their entire 
roster back next year, were not just a huge 
roadblock this season but will remain one 
in the immediate future. 

“We had an offense that was clicking 
nicely for most of the season,” he said. 
“But when you’re nervous and you’re at the 
County Center for the first time and you’re 
facing the kind of pressure that they (the 
Pride) put on, I can understand why it’s a 
little bit harder to run what you normally 
run. We tried, but it’s just really tough 
against their defense.”

Even so, Alkalay is anxious to see what 
his returning players can do for an encore 

in the 2014-15 season after starting this 
year with plenty of question marks. 

“We really didn’t know where we were 
gonna be this year,” he said. “We ended last 
year 10 and 9 and graduated six seniors, 
and we didn’t have a single returning all-
league player. And what happened was a 
complete coming together of a group, the 
love to play together. And, collectively, 
they were better than their individual 
talent would suggest, and I think that’s why 
we were successful.

“Just getting a taste of the County 
Center,” Alkalay added, “makes you 
hungry for more. So we’re gonna look to 
do everything we can to get back here next 
year.”
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Greeley’s Playoff Run Ends with a Loss at the County Center

Greeley freshman forward Meaghan Townsend 
works her way under the basket in the semifinal 
playoff  game vs. Ossining last week.

Sam Srinivasan of  Greeley rises for a shot in 
the lane vs. top-seeded and defending champ 
Ossining.

The Quakers’ Lauren Brown shoots the ball from 
the foul line vs. the Ossining Pride in the Class AA 
semifinals.

Greeley’s Ashley Rosenberg dribbles the ball past 
midcourt during Thursday’s Class AA semifinal 
playoff  game.

Greeley coach John Alkalay watches his Quaker 
team compete at the Westchester County Center.
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The Pace University women’s basketball 
team concluded its disappointing 
2013-14 season last Tuesday by losing 
to visiting Le Moyne 55-45 in a 
Northeast-10 Conference game played 
at the Goldstein Fitness Center. 

Freshman guard Shanice Allen scored 
a game-high 17 points for the Setters and 
grabbed a career-high eight rebounds. 
Kirsten Dodge, another freshman, 
also had a career-best effort with 15 
rebounds. She added 13 points and four 
blocked shots. 

The Setters, who finished 6-20 overall 
and 5-15 in the NE-10, led only once 
all evening, on a 3-pointer by Allen a 
minute and a half into the game that 
gave them a 5-3 lead. But the Dolphins 
then scored nine points in a row to gain 
the upper hand. A Dodge layup with just 
under three minutes left in the half tied 
the contest at 20 apiece, but Le Moyne 
scored the last six points of the half and 
led the rest of the way. 

Pace closed to within three points 
on two occasions after halftime, first 
following an Allen layup with 16:46 to 
go and then on a jump shot by Lauren 
Kaiser nearly two minutes later. Allen’s 
layup with 28 seconds remaining moved 
the Setters to within 51-45, but Le 
Moyne got two free throws from Kayla 
Stroman a second later and two others 

from Maddy McKnight with 13 seconds 
left to seal the outcome. 

Setters guard Jeane Drury handles the ball at the 
top of  the key in last Tuesday’s NE-10 game vs. 
Le Moyne College.
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Alexa Dietrich of  Pace takes the ball to the rim in 
the Setters’ final game of  the 2013-14 season.

The Setters’ Shanice Maynard shoots the ball in 
last Tuesday’s season finale. 

Pace guard Margo Hackett sends up a runner in 
the lane during last week’s game vs. visiting Le 
Moyne. 

Pace University’s Rachel Dortch battles with Le 
Moyne’s Maddie Hahesy for a loose ball.

A Long Season Ends with a Loss for Pace Women
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By Andy Jacobs
Even with just seven wins all season, 

the Pace University men’s basketball team 
took the court last Tuesday evening for its 
regular-season finale knowing a playoff 
spot was still within reach. 

By halftime, though, the Setters found 
themselves trailing by 12 points to the 
visiting Le Moyne College Dolphins and 
it hardly seemed likely Pace would be able 
to sneak its way into the Northeast-10 
Conference postseason tourney. 

But when the Setters began the second 
half on an 11-0 run, they were suddenly 
back in the game and their fans at the 
Goldstein Fitness Center finally had a 
reason to cheer.  There soon was even 
more to cheer about as Denzel Primus-
Devonish took over the game. He scored 
12 consecutive points for the Setters and 
his fourth 3-pointer of the half, with 10 
minutes remaining, gave Pace its first lead 
of the night. 

Unfortunately for the Setters, the lead 
would change hands three more times 
down the stretch and Le Moyne would 
be the team clinging to a two-point edge 
when the final buzzer brought an end to 
a frantic finish.  Despite 23 points from 
Primus-Devonish and a career-high 17 
rebounds by Jonathan Merceus, Pace fell 
to the Dolphins 60-58, bringing an end 

to coach Pat Kennedy’s first season at the 
helm. 

“We missed some foul shots down the 
stretch,” said Kennedy shortly afterwards. 
“And then the kid (Nate) Champion, who’s 
a great senior for them, hit a three. That 
really broke our back.”

Champion, who matched Primus-
Devonish with 23 points, made his timely 
3-pointer with 2:53 remaining to break a 
54-all tie and give Le Moyne the lead for 
good. But the Setters still had a chance to 
tie or win the game in the final few seconds.

With his team trailing by two points 
and 7.7 seconds on the clock, Primus-
Devonish launched a 3-pointer from the 
right corner. The ball caromed off the rim 
to Ahmad George, who then misfired on 
a 15-foot jumper. Teammate Nick Jackson 
grabbed the rebound, but couldn’t connect 
in the lane as the buzzer sounded, ending 
a season in which the Setters went 7-18 
overall and 5-14 in the NE-10.

“We had 11 games that came down 
to one, two or three possessions,” said 
Kennedy. “Now this is the 12th one, so 
we’ve had 12 games come down to a few 
possessions. But I will say one thing, I’ve 
never had a team in recent years leave 
the court after a loss and get a standing 
ovation. It was a great tribute to the kids 
and I think they really accomplished a lot.”

Kennedy will be losing seven players to 
graduation and knows next year’s team 
will hardly resemble this season’s. Despite 
the losing record, he believes the 2013-14 
squad helped turned the program around.

“I think the most important thing is 
we changed the culture this year,” he said. 
“Playing hard, playing to win, coming 
back, getting the crowd involved. I think 
the people here tonight really enjoyed the 
game.”

He is excited about some of the players 
he’s already recruited, most notably 
Mike DeMello, the standout point guard 
at White Plains High School. “I think 

Michael’s gonna be a terrific, terrific 
college player,” he said. “I don’t even like to 
use the word ‘Division 2’ anymore. I mean, 
we’re recruiting guys who are just gonna be 
awfully darn good college players. But we’ll 
be a whole new team and that’s what’ll be 
exciting.”

A year from now, Kennedy certainly 
expects the Setters to be battling in the 

NE-10 playoffs rather than on the outside 
looking in.

“I would be shocked if we’re not in the 
playoffs, that’s for sure,” he said. “We need 
to get to the top of this league and we need 
to get in the top 20 nationally. So those are 
our goals and I think we should achieve 
that within the next two years.”
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Setters’ Playoff Hopes Disappear with a Loss to Le Moyne
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Pace forward Jonathan Merceus grabbed a 
career-high 17 rebounds in his Setter farewell.

The Setters’ Jamaal James concentrates on a foul 
shot late in last Tuesday’s game vs. Le Moyne. 

Denzel Primus-Devonish finished with 23 points 
and helped rally the Setters from a 12-point 
halftime deficit.

Kai Smith made four 3-pointers in his last game 
in a Pace uniform.

Setters coach Pat Kennedy is expecting his team 
to become a contender within the next couple of  
years. 
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