
By Neal Rentz
Mount Kisco Village Manager James 

Palmer is proposing a $20.8 million 
2014-15 general fund budget that would 
include a tax rate increase of nearly 3 
percent.

The spending plan that was released 
last week produces a tax levy increase of 
2.49 percent, which adheres to the state-
mandates cap, and a tax rate increase of 
2.95 percent.

Taxes on the average home in the 
village assessed at $38,000 would rise by 
$104 for the upcoming year.  

In his March 20 letter to the village 
board, Palmer said spending in the 
general fund would rise by $451,667, a 
hike of 2.2 percent over the current year.

Palmer explained that while the state’s 
tax cap for the coming fiscal year is 1.48 

percent, the budget would be within 
the threshold. The village has $199,028 
available due to a carryover from the 
2014-15 spending plan, he explained. 

“The carryover is available because the 
village came in well below the 2 percent 
cap” last year, Palmer stated. 

There are no plans right now to use 
any fund balance to keep the budget 
within the tax cap. 

 Palmer told the board at its March 17 
meeting that the village’s contribution to 
the state pension system will decrease by 
$49,468 due to the recovering economy 
and the improved performance of the 
fund.

“Additional signs of an economic 
recovery include increases in sales taxes, 
mortgage taxes, building permits, fees 

By Martin Wilbur
Obtaining community feedback that 

accurately reflects public sentiment for 
New Castle’s Master Plan update may 
be one of the biggest challenges facing 
officials in their quest to update the town’s 
blueprint for the future.

Last week, the town board and Master 
Plan Steering Committee sat down 
with two representatives from the Pace 
University Land Use Law Center to discuss 
how best to collect useful information 
from the public to incorporate into the 
revised document.

“I think what’s facing our town right 
now will have significant impact forever 
and we can’t get it wrong,” Councilwoman 
Lisa Katz said.

Last month the board agreed to spend 
up to $15,000 for the center for a 12-week 

engagement to assist the town with public 
outreach as New Castle officials look to 
update the Master Plan for the first time in 
25 years.

By Janine Bowen
Pleasantville School District officials 

are planning a May referendum to pay for 
close to $4 million worth of repairs and 
upgrades to the district’s three schools.

Architect John D’Angelo provided 
officials and the public with an overview 
of the work at the Pleasantville Board of 
Education’s March 18 meeting. 

“I think while we can, and still have 
local control, these are things we need to 
take care of,” said Board President Shane 
McGaffey, referring to Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo’s tax freeze proposal that would 
limit what districts could spend to 
provide their constituents with a property 
tax rebate.

The proposed improvements are 
expected to cost an estimated $3,965,000. 

The board plans to pay for most of the 
work through a 15-year bond, with the 
rest coming from fund balance. However, 
officials stressed the project would be 
budget neutral since another bond with 
the same $300,000 annual debt service 
will be coming off the books for the 2015-
16 school year. 

The board is expected to set a May 
20 referendum at this Tuesday’s board 
meeting. Residents would then vote on 
the bond on the same day as the statewide 
budget vote and board of education 
election.

If approved by voters, work on the 
schools would take place during the 
summer in 2015. 

Work planned for the Bedford Road 

twitter.com/ExaminerMedia

The Examiner
FREE

March 25 - March 31, 2014 SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS Volume 8, Issue 342

Serving Mount Kisco, Pleasantville, Chappaqua/Millwood/New Castle, Mount Pleasant, Armonk/North Castle & Briarcliff

continued on page  2

Pleasantville School 
Officials Mulling May 
Bond for District Repairs

Golden Boy

Preliminary Mount Kisco Budget 
Proposes 3% Tax Increase

New Castle Starts Work on Public 
Outreach for Master Plan Update

continued on page 4

Panther 
Baseball 
Preview 
See Pages 31

continued on page 2

Rene Hernandez of  Sleepy Hollow captured four medals at the New York State Gymnastics 
Championships on March 15 and 16 in Binghamton. Hernandez, who trains at World Cup 
Gymnastics in Chappaqua, won gold on the high bar and pommel horse, silver on rings and 
bronze on the parallel bars. The World Cup boys’ gymnastics teams came home from the 
competition with 17 gold medals.

The New Castle Town Board and the Master Plan 
Steering Committee met with representatives of  
the Pace University Land Use Law Center last 
week to discuss how best to gather community 
feedback to use for the Master Plan update.

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO 
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Elementary School includes replacement 
of the synthetic turf field and paving and 
sidewalk improvements. The pavement 
in some high-use locations has become 
severely cracked. 

Interior vestibule doors would be 
installed within the existing lobby space 
to allow for increased security. It would 
also be more energy efficient because it 
would shelter the main lobby from cold 
air when visitors enter. 

Work is a bit more extensive at the 
middle school. Plans call for roof 
replacement in the main building and the 
annexed gymnasium. Currently, the roof 
has been patched to prevent leaks, but 

trustees said this is a temporary solution. 
Floor tiles and plaster ceilings that 

contain asbestos also need to be removed 
and replaced. The board assured the 
public, however, that although it is critical 
that some areas containing the tiles are 
renovated, the school’s students are safe 
and have not been exposed to the harmful 
substance. 

Repairs would also be made to the 
school’s outdoor basketball court.  

At the high school, the major project is 
the replacement of the two turf fields and 
resurfacing of the track, which currently 
contains a large sinkhole. Repairs to the 
drainage system on the field are also 
needed to prevent flooding. 

Technology upgrades throughout the 
district would enhance school security, 
accommodate the needs of students and 
satisfy the requirements of the state’s 
mandated computer-based testing. 

“Whether we want to do it or not, we’ll 
probably have to do it,” McGaffey said.

Some residents questioned whether 
devoting $1 million to the constantly 
changing field of technology would be 
cost-effective. However, officials said the 
district would receive additional state aid 
for all instructional-based technology. 

Resident Peter McAndrew said while 
the bond would replace an expiring 
bond, it would prevent the possibility of a 
budget decrease. 

“I just want to remind the board that 
simply because a bond’s coming off … 
and creating the same debt service is 
budget neutral … there is also the option 
of reducing the budget by not doing it,” he 
said. 

McGaffey agreed with McAndrew, but 
noted that the district needs to complete 
the work while it still has the freedom to 
make that decision. If Cuomo’s tax freeze 
proposal passes this legislative session, all 
districts would have to receive permission 
for improvements from a consortium of 
schools that comprise member districts of 
its regional BOCES. 

Pleasantville School Officials Mulling May Bond for District Repairs
continued from page 1
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part of the village as long as the agreed 
upon conditions are met. 

“It can be anywhere in the village,” 
Dwyer said. “Commercial area, 
residential area, industrial area provided 
that these underlying conditions are 
met.”

One major change Benchmark has 
made from the design presented more 
than two months ago is the location of 
the facility’s entrance point. The updated 
version has the entrance on Bedford 
Road rather than using Maple Hill Road 
with vehicles cutting through the church 
lot. The latter proposal drew the ire of 
Maple Hill Road residents during an 
informational meeting on the proposal 
in late November.

Scherer said he was happy that 
Benchmark is adjusting its plans after 
hearing the neighbors’ concerns. Close 
to a dozen neighbors attended last 
week’s meeting, with four residents 
speaking following the presentation 
by Benchmark’s representatives. The 
residents were generally skeptical about 
the proposal regarding issues such 
as potential noise, the use and mass 
of the 24,000-square-foot building, 
environmental impacts and the amount 

of buffer between the structure and rest 
of the neighborhood.

“I am certainly pleased thus far with 
the responsiveness of Benchmark in 
terms of the documents they have 
provided that I think will give everyone a 
chance to take a look at it,” Scherer said. 
“But there is a lot to be said down the 
road.”

One of the neighbors who spoke at the 
meeting, Daniel Blaney, said afterward 
that while it was encouraging Benchmark 
addressed the potential traffic problem 
on the residential street, he still has other 
concerns. Blaney questioned whether 
the jobs generated by the facility would 
be for village residents. Also, he was 
concerned if Pleasantville, which relies 
on volunteers for its ambulance and 
fire services, can handle the four-story 
building Benchmark is proposing.

Blaney said he was concerned with 
the property value of the houses in 
the neighborhood if Benchmark does 
develop there.

The board approved motions declaring 
itself lead agency and to refer the 
application to the planning commission.

what Madonna was hoping to do with 
the property, including providing sewers 
for the immediate neighbors, but needed 
to iron out the critical issues that have 
been raised. She said the board wanted 
the project to succeed if it were to move 
forward and that means putting in the time 
to whittle its size to an appropriate level 
before significant money is spent.

“But the density of the project, hearing 
from the town board, they’re feeling like it’s 
a little bit out of the scope of what they’re 
willing to accept,” DiDonato-Roth said.

No alternate number of units was 
mentioned by board members or Director 
of Planning Adam  Kaufman.

In addition to density and traffic issues, 
some residents at previous forums have 
expressed concern that the mass of the 
buildings would appear to be too great. The 
units would be contained in three separate 
structures, although total footprint would 
not exceed that of six private homes, 
Madonna said. Furthermore, the buildings’ 
height would not exceed a house that is 
currently on the grounds that is slated to 
be removed and trees would be planted for 
additional screening.

A date for the work session was not 
announced last week.

New Castle’s Beginnings--Our 
Founding Farms will trace the town’s 
origins from Native American lands 
through the farms of the 19th century, 
to the large estates and housing 
developments that turned New Castle 
into the community we know today. A 
focus on several local farms and their 
products will be featured–Sutton Farm, 
Dodge Farm, Brann Farm, Taylor and 
Annandale Farms, and of course, the 
Greeley Farm.

There will be interactive aspects to this 
exhibit plus a seminar series featuring 
speakers from local farms operating 
today.

Join an opening reception to be held 
on Sunday, March 3 from 3 to 5 p.m. The 
exhibit will run through the year at the 
New Castle Historical Society, 100 King 
St. in  Chappaqua. Hours are Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday from 
1 to 4 p.m. or by appointment at 914-238-
4666.

�M�e�e�t�s� �G�r�e�a�t� �P�e�o�p�l�e�M�e�e�t�s� �G�r�e�a�t� �P�e�o�p�l�e
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and other revenues tied to the strength of 
the local and national economy,” Palmer 
stated. “However, these improvements 
are offset by the need to aggressively 
plan for and fund our diverse and costly 
infrastructure needs and to maintain 
sufficient funding for our collective 
bargaining agreements and the other 
increasing costs tied to our workforce, 
primarily workers compensation 
premiums and health insurance.” 

Palmer noted that his budget includes 
a 5 percent employee health insurance 
premium increase and a hike of 21 
percent for workers compensation. 

The village board must adopt a 2014-
15 budget before the end of April. The 
new fiscal year begins on June 1.

A public hearing on the budget will be 
held on Monday, Apr. 7 at village hall at 
7:30 p.m.

Preliminary Mount Kisco Budget Proposes 
3% Tax Increase
continued from page 1
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Homework help is available at the 
Mount Pleasant Public Library in 
Pleasantville for children in grades 
K-6. Volunteers from Encouraging 
Children to Help Others, the com-
munity service club at Pleasantville 
High School, will be available to as-
sist students with their daily home-
work assignments Mondays through 

Thursdays from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. 
The program will be offered from 
Apr. 7 through Apr. 24. (Homework 
Help will not meet Apr. 14 through 
Apr. 17.) Students in grades K-4 
must be accompanied by an adult 
or teenager (16 years or older). For 
more information, call the library at 
914-769-0548.
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By Tom Auchterlonie
The Twin Oaks Swim and Tennis Club’s 

property in Chappaqua has a new owner. 
The site was sold on Dec. 23 for $2 

million to 54 Kids LLC, according to New 
Castle property records. A transaction 
involving the deed was recorded by 
Westchester County on Jan. 29.

The property, located at 348 
Whippoorwill Rd., was eyed last July 
by the New Castle Town Board for 
acquisition for recreational usage after 
it was listed for sale, according to local 
media reports. At the time, the club 
reportedly owed more than $126,000 in 
overdue property taxes. Currently, there 
are no outstanding taxes, according to 
town records. Payments for late 2011 and 
2012 taxes were made in January, records 
show.

Twin Oaks did not offer swimming 
last year but its tennis operations were 
managed by Gotham Tennis Academy, 
media reports stated. The sale deal with 54 
Kids LLC was announced in a November 
letter to bondholders, according to a 
news report.

New Castle’s records show that the 
site is 34.83 acres, has an assessed value 
of $390,000 and a full market value of 
$1,855,375. The property falls under 
the town’s R-2A zone, which allows for 
single-family housing.

There will be a press release issued 

from Twin Oaks when a decision is made 
about the property’s future, New Castle 
Supervisor Rob Greenstein explained. 
Greenstein recently spoke with Twin 
Oaks board members. 

Owner Connected to Prominent 
Attorney

While it is not clear who, in turn, owns 
the site’s owner, there is evidence that 
links the company to William Wachtel, 
a partner with New York City law firm 
Wachtel Missry LLP. For example, a search 
for 54 Kids LLC on a state corporation’s 

website shows that Wachtel and his 
firm’s address are listed for its contact 
information. Additionally, Wachtel’s firm 
and its address are included as contact 
information in the county’s transaction 
records.

Wachtel also has a Chappaqua address, 
according to records. This is confirmed 
by campaign donations  posted on the 
Federal Election Commission’s website, 
although his company is listed in them 
as “Wachtel & Masyr LLP” and “Wachtel, 
Masyr & Missry LLP.” Online archives of 

his firm’s website show that these were its 
former names. New Castle town records 
show that he owns property, which is 
near the Twin Oaks site, that has the 
same address.

Additionally, Wachtel’s address is 
given as contact information for a town 
record of a third property in the area. The 
address for that parcel, which is also near 
the swim club’s former site, is listed as the 
mailing address for 54 Kids LLC.

Wachtel did not respond to requests for 
comment.

Wachtel’s online biography states 
that he is a founder of The Drum Major 
Institute, a think tank, as well as Why 
Tuesday? which focuses on raising voter 
turnout. 

The institute’s site details the 
organization’s history, stating that 
Wachtel’s father, Harry Wachtel, was a 
lawyer and adviser to Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. and was a founder of the 
Drum Major Foundation. The foundation 
became the institute in 1999 when it was 
“relaunched” by William Wachtel, former 
Ambassador Andrew Young and Martin 
Luther King III, its website stated.

According to the institute’s website, 
Wachtel is listed as its founder and is on 
its board, which also includes Young, 
Martin Luther King III and Robert F. 
Kennedy, Jr.

Swim and Tennis Club Site Sold for $2 Million in Chappaqua

TOM AUCHTERLONIE PHOTO
The front gate of  the Twin Oaks Swim and Tennis Club in Chappaqua. The club sold for $2 million recently.
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New Castle Starts Work on Public Outreach for Master Plan Update
Attending the March 18 joint committee 

and board meeting at town hall were 
Tiffany Zezula, managing director of 
the Land Use Law Center, and Pace 
Law Professor John Nolon, the center’s 
founder who teaches property, land use 
and sustainable development law. They 
recommended to officials that several 
public meetings throughout the town be 
scheduled over the next three months and 
to develop a brief but properly constructed 
survey containing five to seven questions 
that touches on broad themes as part of the 
effort.

For the survey, the town should reach 

as many of its residents as possible both 
online and in person in areas of town 
where a cross section of the municipality’s 
population can be included, Zezula said. 
Board and committee members suggested 
visiting venues such as the Chappaqua 
train station, the library, the A&P in 
Millwood and the senior center as potential 
sites. Enlisting the Chappaqua Interfaith 
Council to include town residents who 
belong to New Castle’s various houses of 
worship was also suggested.

“I think that the community component 
for us is to find the strategic places where 
people live and breathe in New Castle and 
go to them,” Zezula said.

Zezula said the center can forward 

sample surveys to the committee to give 
members an idea of the types of questions 
to ask.

Regarding sites for the public meetings, 
Town Administrator Jill Simon Shapiro 
suggested holding them at the seven 
election polling places in town. They 
include town hall, Horace Greeley High 
School, Westorchard Elementary School 
and the Presbyterian church.

Nolon said the committee should 
devise topics for discussion that would be 
addressed at all meetings.

He commended the town for reaching 
out to the community to gauge public 
opinion on some of the key planning 
issues facing the town, particularly since 

the legal requirement for public input is 
“extraordinarily minimal.”

Each one of the committee members 
raised concerns. One of the most pressing 
was brought up by Supervisor Robert 
Greenstein who asked what the town 
should do with pending applications, 
particularly for a couple of big projects. 
This winter formal review began for the 
New Castle hotel and spa proposed for 
the Legionaries property on Route 128 
and another revised plan for Chappaqua 
Crossing has also been discussed.

“We do have some applications pending 
and some of them are bringing much 
controversy with them,” Greenstein said, 
“and they’re going to be decided in the 
public outreach process--or not. But 
they’re out there.”

The entire Master Plan update process is 
expected to last 12 to 18 months.

Nolon said that the town must continue 
to review the applications that are before 
its boards unless it’s planning on a 
moratorium, which he called “harsh.”

“You have to follow the schedule that law 
determined for reviewing these projects,” 
he said. “You can’t hold them up unless you 
adopt a moratorium.”

The five-member committee and the 
town board plan to meet again next 
Tuesday, Apr. 1. The town plans to publicize 
the community Master Plan meetings once 
they are scheduled.

Hearing on Second Mt. Pleasant Group Home Scheduled for Tuesday
By Neal Rentz

Two weeks after turning down a 
proposal for a group home for four 
autistic adults, the Mount Pleasant 
Town Board will hold a public hearing 
for another proposed home on Tuesday 
night. 

The hearing, part of the board’s 
regularly scheduled meeting, is for 
Ferncliff Manor’s plan to operate an 
individualized residential alternative at 
330 Bear Ridge Rd. in Pleasantville. The 
agency wants to open the house for six 
wheelchair-bound adults with autism.

On March 11, the town board voted 4-1 

against Devereux New York’s proposed 
group home for four autistic adults at 659 
Belleview Ave. in Thornwood. Devereux 
is appealing the decision with the state.

Town board members have said they 
will oppose additional group homes 
because Mount Pleasant already is 
saturated with a variety of nonprofit 
entities that don’t pay taxes.

The board voiced opposition to the 
latest proposal at its March 18 work 
session. One point of contention is that 
the home has four bedrooms although it 
should only have three, Supervisor Joan 
Maybury said. The house should also be 

limited to two bathrooms, rather than 
three bathrooms, she said.

Maybury also mentioned that 
the house, which is located in an 
unincorporated part of town, would not 
be appropriate for a group home because 
it is located near a blind curve on a road 
with heavy traffic. 

Councilman Carl Fulgenzi said a 
significant obstacle is that it would be 
difficult to get a wheelchair out of a 
van that is parked in the narrow garage 
driveway of the home. 

Tuesday’s public hearing is scheduled 
for 8 p.m. at town hall in Valhalla.

continued from page 1
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By Martin Wilbur
The North Castle Town Board voted 

unanimously earlier this month to refer its 
proposed local law governing affordable 
housing units to the Westchester County 
Planning Department and signal its intent 
to become lead agency.

Referral of the proposed 16-page 
local law, known as a model ordinance, 
was approved on March 12. It sets the 
guidelines for the town regarding the 
construction of the housing and the 
eligibility for the affordable units.

 If the county signs off on the proposed 
legislation and it is adopted by the town, 
future affordable residences built in North 
Castle would count toward the 750 units 
required in Westchester’s settlement with 
the federal government.

On Monday afternoon, Director of 
Planning Adam Kaufman said he had 
just received a response from the county 
planning department but hadn’t been able 
to read through the planners’ comments.

“Once we have that we can digest what 
they’re saying, bring it to the attention of 
the board and discuss then,” Kaufman 
said.

A public hearing on the local law will 
be scheduled, probably for one of the 
town board’s April meetings, he said. 
Official declaration of lead agency status 
can be done after 30 days from the March 
12 vote.

Although mainly similar to the 
county’s model ordinance, North Castle 
officials made several tweaks to some of 

the language in the town’s proposed law. 
Perhaps the most significant change is 
the town’s requirement that the inclusion 
of an affordable unit begins with a 10-
unit subdivision, which adheres to the 
stipulation that 10 percent of new projects 
are affordable, Kaufman said. 

The county’s model ordinance had 
asked that municipalities provide a first 
affordable unit for a five-unit project.

Following the board’s vote two weeks 
ago, town board members said they were 
pleased they have taken a key step.

“We need to further this and get this 

model ordinance moving forward, which 
is what we’re doing,” Supervisor Michael 
Schiliro said.

Councilwoman Barbara DiGiacinto 
called the referral vote “a monumental 
first step.”

There has been concern that eventual 
passage of a model ordinance will obligate 
the town to build more a requisite number 
of unites. However, Kaufman said there 
are no minimum numbers outline for 
the 31 mainly white municipalities that 
are affected by the affordable housing 
settlement.

“There’s no quota so that we don’t have 
to provide a certain number of units,” 
Kaufman said. “We just want to participate 
and want to provide a reasonable fair 
share of units of that 750.”

Armonk resident John Diaconis told 
the board that they were making the 
correct decision to moving forward.

“I think this is a great step that the town 
is taking, and whether you agree with 
the policy or not, this is a way to make 
the town bulletproof when the (federal) 
monitor comes in and starts asking 
questions,” Diaconis said.

North Castle Takes Step Toward Approving Affordable Housing Ordinance

Bedford Wine Merchants 
Purveyors of Hand Crafted Wines 

from around the World. 

Go to: www. bedfordwines.com 
and enter your email address to 
sign up to receive Bedford Bonus 
Points and our special sales and 
promotions sent only to our email 
list. Be sure to reconfirm your email 
by clicking on the link. 

We deliver locally and nationwide. 
Free Local Delivery 
 

PRE-SELL SPRING 2014Ê

SAVINGS OF UP TO 30% ON OVER SEVENTY WINES HAND PICKED 
FROM  AROUND THE WORLD   
Take advantage of our Pre-Sell to purchase wines for your Spring and 
Summer barbeques and entertaining.  

TASTE BEFORE YOU BUY! 

We will be tasting most of these wines on Saturday, March 29th and 
Saturday, April 5th.  Orders must be placed by Saturday, April 5th. 
Delivery May 2014.   

24 Village Green  
PO Box 0266 
Bedford, NY 10506 
PH: (914)234-6012 

Store Hours: Open 7 days  
Monday-Wednesday 10 am through 7 pm  
Thursday-Saturday 10 am through 8 pm 
Sunday 12 pm through 5 pm 

If you can’t make the tasting, you can still order these wines by going 
to our website: www.bedfordwines.com 

This Saturday, March 29 visit the world 
without flight delays. Experience and 
learn about cultures around the world as 
you enjoy food, crafts and entertainment 
from nine different countries. Get your 
very own passport to “visit” Argentina, 
Brazil, Indonesia, Ireland, Morocco, 
Nigeria, Pakistan, South Africa and 
Sweden. 

Taste some Shepherd’s Pie, chicken 
kebabs or Swedish meatballs. Make an 
Indonesian shadow puppet, a Swedish 
Dala Horse or a Brazilian carnival mask. 
Watch Irish step dancing, Balinese 
dancing, Moroccan belly dancing 
and listen to Swedish folk songs. See 
decorations made by children of the 
Byram Hills School District. All this and 
more.

Global Village Day will be held at 
Byram Hills High School, located at 12 
Tripp Lane in Armonk, from 11 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Tickets are available at the door 
and cost $15 for adults, $10 for students 
and teachers and $5 for seniors. Children 
four years old and under are admitted 
free.

Global Village Day 
at Byram Hills HS 
This Saturday
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By Janine Bowen
School officials from Chappaqua and 

Pleasantville spoke with state legislators 
in Albany earlier this month to advocate 
for changes they would like to see in the 
Common Core, the Gap Elimination 
Adjustment and Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s tax 
freeze proposal. 

“You could sense that there were issues 
that [state officials] were really struggling 
with and they wanted our help. They wanted 
to understand,” said Pleasantville Board of 
Education President Shane McGaffey. 

“There’s a big disparity amongst the 
legislators and the Assembly and the state 
Senate people on their knowledge of what’s 
going on,” said Chappaqua Trustee Warren 
Messner. “Some of these guys really knew 
what was going on, but some of them were 
clueless.” 

One of the main concerns for school 
officials is the potential implementation of 
Cuomo’s tax freeze proposal. If passed this 
session, a tax rebate would be offered to 
residents if their school district keeps its 
budget under the tax cap while developing 
a plan to share services with other districts. 
Under the plan, the largest district in each 
BOCES region would act as lead agency for 
that area’s consortium.

Byram Hills Superintendent of Schools 
Dr. William Donahue said he worried about 
the effect that the consortium would have 
on municipalities because property values 
are so closely connected to the quality of 
schools. 

The Chappaqua Board of Education, 
which met March 12 with the New Castle 
Town Board, noted that the Assembly is 
dominated by representatives from New 
York City, where schools do not rely on 
property taxes. Many legislators may not 
realize how Cuomo’s proposal would affect 
suburban residents. 

“They pass these things, like property tax 
caps, and they don’t realize how it impacts 
us,” said New Castle Supervisor Robert 
Greenstein at the joint meeting. 

McGaffey said it wasn’t enough for 
schools to simply lobby against the tax 
freeze proposal, and that districts needed 
to offer alternative solutions to their 
representatives. 

During their trip to Albany, McGaffey 
and Pleasantville school Trustee Louis 
Conte told state Sen. Greg Ball and 
John Flanagan, chairman of the Senate 
Education Committee, that the government 
could offer tax relief by returning some of 
the Gap Elimination Adjustment money to 
taxpayers. 

“I think that at the end of the day … we 
got our points across. And you see that the 
Senate proposal is a reflection of the fact 
that this is convoluted,” said Conte, who 
noted the governor’s tax freeze proposal was 
eliminated from the senate budget. 

Schools throughout Westchester are also 
calling for an end to the Gap Elimination 
Adjustment, which has been in effect since 
2010 to fill a $10 billion state budget deficit. 
It has caused Westchester schools to lose 

$306 million in state aid since then. This 
year, the state budget is expected to have a 
surplus, prompting school officials to argue 
that it is inappropriate for it to continue 
when there is no budget gap to fill. 

The Byram Hills and Pleasantville school 
districts recently passed resolutions to call 
for an end to gap elimination. Donahue 
explained that Byram Hills is focusing 
heavily on its elimination right now because 
residents are being forced to pay taxes for 
services that they should be entitled to 
through state aid.

“They’re essentially paying their taxes 
twice,” Donahue said.

Currently, Byram Hills does not have 
advocacy letters on its website, but the 
district’s PTSA is strongly encouraging 
residents to speak out. 

Districts have also been struggling 
with the Common Core, as parents and 
school officials dislike the reliance on 
standardized testing and chastise the poor 
implementation of the program. 

During her time in Albany, Chappaqua 
Trustee Victoria Tipp attended a forum with 
Merryl Tisch, chancellor of the New York 
State Board of Regents, and State Education 
Commissioner John B. King. 

Tipp expressed her frustration that the 
goal of the Common Core is to prepare 
students for competency in the 21st century, 
but that the learning for those skills does 
not match the standardized assessments 
given to students. 

“We’re teaching for the 21st century and 

we have to go back to the early 19th century, 
factory- based types of tests,” said Tipp, who 
wants to see standardized multiple choice 
tests eliminated and replaced with a more 
relevant assessment. 

School officials did, however, note that 
complaints about the Common Core 
are being heard at the state level as the 
legislature, for the first time in years, voted 
on candidates for the Regents Board. 

“What drove that is obviously the 
activation of parents and teachers and 
students who are concerned about 
education, and so education is becoming a 
driving issue in the state,” Conte said. 

School Officials Press State Lawmakers for Key Changes in Education Funding

Love a Pet Adoption Drive!
Saturday, April 5, 2014

Prestige Imports
44 Pleasantville Road, 

Pleasantville, NY
11am-2pm (Rain or Shine)

Love. It’s wht makes a Subaru, a Subaru.

SUBARU

RESCUE REUSE REDUCE

Please join us for our 5th Annual pet adoption drive. A day 
filled with fun, food, and a love for animals! Join “SPCA of  
Briarcliff” , “Pet Rescue”, “Adopt a Dog” plus many other  

Westchester area shelters who will be at the vent to showcase  
these wonderful dogs/cats.  

OUR GOAL IS TO HELP THEE ANIMALS FIND FOREVER HOMES!!
(We will be collecting food for the Hudson Valley Pet Pantry...Please donate!”

HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!

Fri. April 11th, 5:30-10PM
"Where you'll pick-up Fashion Tips & Shop until you Drop! 

DJ

Samplings
Fashion Show

Shopping

Goody Bags
FREE Raffles 

 The DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel
455 South Broadway, Tarrytown, NY 10591

$15 Advance/$20 at Door~ 
www.EventBrite.com (Search Sassy)

(914) 218-3968 
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Mount Kisco Police Department

March 16: A 33-year-old homeless 
man was arrested at 8:47 a.m. and 
charged with petty larceny for stealing 
beer from the Rite Aid on South Moger 
Avenue. He was arraigned during an 
appearance in village court on March 20.

March 16: Report of criminal mischief 
on Maple Avenue at 10:06 p.m. The 
complainant reported that a 1997 Honda 
Accord was spray painted sometime 
within the past hour. A line of black 
paint was applied on the passenger side 
from the back to front bumper. The car 
was last seen without the black paint at 
about 9 p.m.

March 18: Report of a trespassing 

incident at 2:41 p.m. at M&T Bank 
on Main Street. A homeless man was 
observed on surveillance video for 
sleeping in the bank’s vestibule and 
urinating on the floor.

March 19: Two male subjects were 
reported to be in an altercation on 
Carpenter Avenue at 3:48 p.m. When 
the responding officer responded, the 
parties departed without incident.

March 21: Report of a disruption on 
Kirby Plaza at 6:52 a.m. A 59-year-old 
White Plains man was playing a guitar 
for money on MTA property near the 
Metro-North station. MTA and Mount 
Kisco police arrived at the scene. The 
subject left the scene without incident.

Pleasantville Police Department

March 15: A 22-year-old Ossining man 
was arrested on Pleasantville Road at 10:35 
p.m. and charged with driving with a 
suspended license following a traffic stop.

March 17: Report of a suspicious person 
sitting in a car in the parking lot of the 
Mount Pleasant Public Library on Bedford 
Road at 4:44 p.m. The complainant stated 
that she thought the male subject was 
looking at schoolchildren. The responding 
officer reported that the individual stated 
he was awaiting a phone call before he 
planned to go into the library to get 
information on his taxes. The subject 
checked out okay and was sent on his way.

North Castle Police Department

March 14: A party reported finding a 
New York State driver’s license in front of 
town hall on Bedford Road at 1:07 p.m. 

March 14: A male taxi driver called 
the E-911 line at 3:10 p.m. and stated 
that he transported a female passenger 
to the Bristal Assisted Living facility on 
Business Park Drive and the passenger 
refused to pay the required fare. The 
driver reported that the subject was still 
in the building.

March 17: A complainant reported 
at headquarters at 10:24 a.m. that a 
false check was issued and cashed at an 
unknown location. The complainant 
uses the Bank of America in Armonk.

March 18: A Cox Avenue resident 
reported at headquarters at 2:29 p.m. that 
he has once again been receiving phone 
calls from his neighbor. Since January, he 
has received about seven calls, along with 
some hang ups and other calls that he 
cannot understand. The past few weeks 
the neighbor has been calling about once 
a week, including at about 3 a.m. on this 
date. The complainant wanted to make 
this a matter of record.

Cutting-up (Texas Designer) 
Mina Mann (NYC Designer).

Fine Art • Sculpture 
• Unique Gifts • Furniture

Home Accessories • Antiques 
• Exquisite Jewelry • & more...

Apparel by

Unique one-of-a-kind 
gifts for everyone — 
including yourself!

4 Washington Avenue, 
Pleasantville 914-741-6294

Open 7 Days — 
Friday and Saturday until 8pm
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Mount Pleasant Police Make Crack Possession Arrest

205 Spring Hill Road, Trumbull, CT 06611 • 203.261.2548
www.trumbullprinting.com

Newspapers • Publications • Shoppers • Catalogs • Magazines
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Free Standing Inserts • Advertising Supplements

Conveniently located in the center  of Westchester County
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PRESTIGE IMPORTS  •  (914) 769-5100
44/47 Pleasantville Road • Pleasantville, NY

Conveniently located in the center  of Westchester County

FULL SERVICE DEALERSHIPS

ser·vice  (sûrvis)  n.
1. the action of helping or doing work for someone 2. an act 
of assistance 3. assistance or advice given to customers 
before and after the sale of goods.
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SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

Advertise With Us, It Works!

Professional Handyman Service:
“I have had great success with Examiner advertising. When I moved to this area 4 years ago I began my  

advertising campaign with them and my phone immediately started ringing. People always mention that  
they saw my ad in The Examiner and also tell me how much they enjoy the paper.”

Yorktown Pet
“I placed an ad in the Examiner’s Easter promotion. The ad was cute and funny. I was amazed at the positive 

response and phone calls I received. The Examiner has a great art dept. and they are a pleasure to work with..”
Thornwood Wines & Spirts:

“We were very pleased with the results of our holiday 
advertising. People brought the ad in as they did their shopping. We plan on increasing our  

advertising with The Examiner in the upcoming year.”

Police Blotter

By Neal Rentz
Mount Pleasant police, working in 

cooperation with the Westchester County 
Department of Public Safety, arrested a 
Valhalla woman on March 17 for allegedly 
selling crack cocaine from her home.

Police arrested Channel Natasha Riley, 
28, of 8 Brook St. Riley was charged with 
three counts of criminal possession of a 
controlled substance, all class B felonies. 
The arrest followed a four-month 
investigation.

Riley was arraigned in town court and 
transported to Westchester County Jail, 
police said.  

Two search warrants were obtained by 
police, one for the suspect’s home and the 
other  for her vehicle. 

“Through intelligence and a canine 
trained in finding narcotics, an electronically 
activated hidden compartment was located 
in the defendant’s vehicle and yielded a 
substantial quantity of cocaine packaged 
for sale,” a police department statement 

read. About $1,000 was also confiscated by 
authorities.

“I would like to thank the Westchester 
County Department of Public Safety 
Narcotics Unit for their assistance,” Mount 
Pleasant Police Chief Paul Oliva said. “The 
Mount Pleasant Police Department is 
committed to fighting the scourge of illicit 
narcotics.” 

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS
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By Neal Rentz
Mount Pleasant Superintendent of 

Schools Dr. Susan Guiney is seeking to 
add more than 15 additional positions as 
part of her proposed 2014-15 budget.

Guiney, who discussed the instructional 
portions of next year’s spending plan 
during the March 19 board of education 
meeting, has proposed a $54.67 million 
budget for next year that would stay 
within the state-mandated property tax 
cap.

Under the tentative budget, there would 
be a 3.8 percent tax levy increase, which 
would comply with the cap. The estimated 
tax rate hike would be 3.9 percent. The 
average homeowner in the district with 

an $8,300 assessment would see taxes rise 
by $366 next year. 

In all, an additional 15.7 full-time 
equivalent positions are being requested 
by Guiney in the instructional budget.

At the elementary-school level, she is 
asking for two new teachers to provide 
support for students in math and an 
assistant principal whose time would 
be shared between Columbus and 
Hawthorne elementary schools. There 
would also be a .4 special education and 
.25 English language teaching positions 
added.

At the middle school and high school, 
Guiney is proposing a variety of additions, 
including a full-time psychologist. Also 

being added are a .6 nurse, 1.6 lunch 
monitor posts, a full-time instructional 
technology specialist, 1.5 special 
education teaching assistants, a full-time 
English teacher, a .2 science teacher and a 
.4 special education transition consultant 
to help the district change to the new 
format of state tests.

Class size would be maintained in 
the budget. Currently, there are 20 to 22 
students in a class in grades K-2, 23 to 26 
pupils in grades 3-5 and 26 to 28 students 
per class in grades 6-8. Most high school 
classes would also have 26 to 28 students. 

Even with the added positions, district 
officials stressed the importance of 
meeting the tax cap. Board of Education 

President James Grieco said he and his 
colleagues want to approve a budget that 
“maintains or enhances our programs” 
while staying within the tax cap. 

“Come under the cap, that was our 
goal,” Guiney said.

Despite a 3.8 percent tax levy increase, 
the district complies with the cap because 
there are formulas that take into account 
development growth, among other 
factors.

The board of education is scheduled to 
adopt a final budget April 22. Residents 
will vote on the budget May 20 from 7 
a.m. to 9 p.m. at Westlake High School. 

Guiney Seeks to Add 15 Positions in Mt. Pleasant School Budget

MGS Life Coaching
“Make Life Happen”

Enter online for a  
FREE Two-Month 

Coaching Program

Visit our website for details
Mgslifecoaching.com

501 Marble Avenue
Pleasantville, New York 10570  

914-579-2772
maria@mgslifecoaching.com

Swing by and see our super playground equipment
in our large, enclosed, outdoor play area.

Fall Registration Now in ProgressREGISTRATION NOW IN PROGRESS FOR 2014-2015

Salon Allure
is happy to announce, 

Denise DeFalco 
has joined our team  

of professionals. 

804 Commerce Street •  Thornwood NY 10594 
914.747.4449

Salon Allure

Construction, Design Firms Selected for Pace Sports Upgrades
Pace University announced Monday 

the selection of Andron Construction and 
OSports as the design build team for the 
athletic department component for the 
revitalization of the Pleasantville campus. 

Andron, based in Goldens Bridge 
and one of the region’s leading general 
contractors, will handle construction 
management.

Founded in 1969, Andron has provided 
services for projects in public and private 
education, healthcare, senior living and 
science and technology. The company 
has managed several major construction 

projects for Pace University including the 
Ann and Alfred Goldstein Health, Fitness 
and Recreation Center in Pleasantville, a 
three-story classroom building at the Pace 
University Law School in White Plains and 
a 32,000-square-foot building that houses 
the computer science department and 
business school in Pleasantville.

OSports, of Cleveland, will provide 
architectural and engineering services 
and is one of the region’s leading general 
contractors and construction managers. 

The company has a rich heritage of 
sports and recreation planning and design 

dating back to 1909. Since then, it has 
designed some of the nation’s most famous 
venues including the original Fenway Park, 
Yankee Stadium, Cleveland Municipal 
Stadium and old Comiskey Park. 

More recently, OSports has provided 
master planning and architectural and 
engineering services for Ohio State 
University’s 102,329-seat football stadium 
known as the “Horseshoe.” The firm also 
specializes in designing facilities for small- 
to medium-size colleges, universities, 
schools and communities.
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Nicholas Celano
Nicholas E. Celano, formerly of 

Valhalla, Carmel and Croton-on-
Hudson, died on March 21. 

He was 85.
Celano was born on Sept. 4,1928, to 

the late Magno and Helen Celano in the 
Bronx. He proudly served in the U.S. 
Army during the Korean Conflict. He 
was a retired pharmacist. 

Celano is survived by his loving 

children, Ellen Celano of Ringwood, 
N.J., David Celano of Wappingers Falls, 
Valerie Carlson of Bethel, Conn. and 
Anne Mosel (Jack) of Carmel, N.Y. He 
is also survived by his two cherished 
grandchildren and his former wife, 
Valerie Celano. 

Visitation was at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home on March 23. Interment was 
private.

Obituaries

Marie Harley-Oakes
Marie S. Harley-Oakes of Hawthorne 

died on March 17 at her residence.
She was 75.
Harley-Oakes was born on July 

15,1938, to the late William and Sarah 
Huerstel in New York City. She was a 
teacher at Maria Regina High School 
in Hartsdale and later with the Croton-
Harmon schools.

She was predeceased by her first 
husband, John P. Harley, in 1986 and by 
her second husband, William B. Oakes, 
in 2013. She is survived by her loving 
children, Daniel P. (Karen) Harley 

of Irvine, Calif. and Sally (Thomas) 
Silvestro of Brewster; stepchildren 
Nancy J. Oakes, William B. Oakes 
III and John Oakes; one sister, Anne 
Clifford, of Carmel, N.Y.; and five 
cherished grandchildren, John Harley, 
Brendan Harley, John Silvestro and 
Carey and Sara Oakes. 

Visitation was at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home on March 23. A funeral Mass 
was held at Holy Rosary Church in 
Hawthorne on March 24 followed by 
interment at Gate of Heaven Cemetery. 

Advertise in The Examiner • 914-864-0878
email advertising@theexaminernews.com
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George Dickie
George M. Dickie, Jr. of Hawthorne 

died on March 23.
He was 90.
Dickie was born on May 19,1923, to 

the late George and Louise Dickie, Sr. 
in the Bronx. He proudly served in the 
U.S. Army during World War II. He was 
a retired credit manager for GMAC in 
New York City. 

Dickie is survived by his devoted wife, 
Jean Dickie, of Hawthorne; his loving 
children, George M. Dickie III and his 
wife, Linda, of Gansevoort, N.Y. and 
Laura Wallace and her husband, Kevin, 
of Buckingham, Pa.; one sister, Joan 
Dickie, of Washington, D.C.; and three 

cherished grandchildren, Matthew, 
Aileen and Brendan Wallace. 

Visitation is at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home, located at 21 W. Stevens Ave. 
in Hawthorne on Wednesday, March 
26 from 4 to 8 p.m. A funeral Mass 
will be held at Holy Rosary Church on 
Thursday, March 27 at 10 a.m. followed 
by interment at Gate of Heaven 
Cemetery in Hawthorne.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be 
made to either the Hawthorne Fire 
Department Ambulance, 25 Home St., 
Hawthorne, N.Y.10532 or the Mount 
Pleasant Seniors Meals on Wheels 
would be appreciated.

Arnold Pearson
Arnold L. Pearson (Andy) of Valhalla 

died on March 17 at Calvary Hospital. 
He was 88.
Pearson was born on Jan. 2, 1926, 

to the late Anton and Martha (nee 
Erickson) Pearson in New York City. He 
proudly served in the U.S. Navy during 
World War II aboard the USS Success. 
Pearson was a cable splicer for New 
York Telephone in White Plains. 

He was predeceased by his beloved 
wife, Marie T. Pearson; his brother, 
Herbert Pearson; son Charles Pearson 
(Deborah Ann); and grandchild Tommy 
Pearson. He is survived by his four 
loving sons, Thomas A. (Mary Ellen) 

Pearson, of Mount Kisco, John (Debbi 
Wells) Pearson of South Lake, Tex., 
William J. (Nancy) Pearson of North 
Salem and Christopher (Liz) Pearson 
of Doylestown, Pa.; brother Robert 
(Francine) Pearson of East Moline, Ill.; 
16 cherished grandchildren; and seven 
(soon to be eight) great-grandchildren. 

Visitation was at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home on March 20. Funeral services 
were held on March 21 at the funeral 
home followed by interment at Gate of 
Heaven Cemetery in Hawthorne. 

In lieu of flowers, please make 
donations in his name to a charity that 
you hold dear. 

Jane Rushneck
Jane Rushneck, a lifelong Thornwood 

resident, passed away peacefully in her 
home on March 16 after a long battle 
with Alzheimer’s Disease.  

She was 85.  
Rushneck was born on Nov. 9, 1928, 

in Mount Vernon to the late Albert and 
Irma Russell Coroen and graduated 
from Pleasantville High School. She 
attended White Plains Hospital Nursing 
School, and upon graduation, worked 
as a nurse at that hospital. On Nov. 11, 
1948, she married the love of her life, 
Ronald Rushneck, and in 1958 they 
moved to Thornwood to raise their 
family.    

Rushneck is survived by sons Ronald 
(Valorie) of Naples, Fla. and Gary 
(Karen) of Mahopac; her daughter, 
Susan Spano (Jimmy), of Briarcliff; 
grandchildren Ronnie, Krista, Gary, 
Jimmy, Steven, Bryan, Alexa, Tucker 
and Erika; three great-grandchildren; 
and her loving sister, Pam Bartlett 
(Stephen). Rushneck was predeceased 
by her loving husband in 2009, her 
beloved grandson, Randy, in 2013 and 

her sister Betty Verille.   
She devoted her life to her family and 

church and was a member of Trinity 
Lutheran Church in Hawthorne where 
she served on the Altar Guild for many 
years. Rushneck was also a member of 
the Thornwood Fire Department Ladies 
Auxiliary. She enjoyed gardening and 
spending time with her husband and 
grandchildren at their upstate home in 
Chatham. She will be dearly missed.

The family wishes to extend their 
gratitude to Donna Newell, Jane’s 
caretaker and companion for the last 
four years. We are forever grateful that 
she was brought into our lives.

Visitation was on March 20 at Beecher 
Flooks Funeral Home in Pleasantville. 
Funeral services were held on March 
21 at Trinity Lutheran Church in 
Hawthorne followed by interment at 
Kensico Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests 
that donations be made in Rushneck’s 
memory to the Alzheimer’s Foundation, 
2900 Westchester Ave., Purchase, N.Y. 
10577.
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By Pat Casey
Elected officials, business leaders and 

environmentalists rallied at electric car 
maker Tesla’s showroom in White Plains last 
Friday to strongly oppose legislation that 
would end the dire¬ct sale of the company’s 
vehicles in the state.

In an attempt to protect automotive 
dealerships and franchises from potentially 
harmful and unfair business practices 
by the major automotive companies and 
franchisors, lawmakers contended the bill 
steps on the toes of innovative and clean-
energy technology.  Opponents are trying 
to gather momentum to stop the bill from 
passing the Assembly.

 “The bill as currently crafted prohibits 
a car manufacturer from selling directly to 
consumers,” Assemblyman David Buchwald 
(D-White Plains) said of bill A.7844-A. “It 
is Section 2 of the bill that most specifically 
addresses this point, by preventing the 
Department of Motor Vehicles from 
licensing a manufacturer to sell cars. Tesla is 
the only car manufacturer that I’m aware of 
that indeed does sell directly to consumers.”

In addition to White Plains, Tesla has a 
location in Mount Kisco.

When New Jersey established a similar 
rule a few weeks ago, Tesla announced that 
that state’s residents would need to travel to 
Pennsylvania or New York to find a Tesla 
showroom that sells cars, Buchwald said. 

“I expect that residents of northern New 
Jersey will be able to easily come over the 

Tappan Zee Bridge to make their purchases 
in White Plains--unless, of course, New York 
State closes the door to this environmentally 
innovative, job-producing company,” he 
said.

The bill mandates that vehicles in 
New York be sold exclusively through 
dealerships, outlawing automobile sales 
directly to the public. Tesla is the only car 
manufacturer in New York that sells directly 
to consumers through its retail stores. 

The bill passed the Assembly’s Codes 
Committee last Wednesday 21-1, but still 
must be voted on by the full body.

Assemblyman Thomas Abinanti 
(D-Pleasantville), a co-sponsor of the bill 
said Monday that the thrust of the legislation 
is to protect thousands of local dealerships 
from the big manufacturing companies 
such as General Motors and prevent the 
large companies from controlling the 
industry. 

“One little piece of this bill affects Tesla,” 
Abinanti said, which he claims found 
a loophole to sell its expensive vehicles 
directly from the manufacturer. “This is 
an upgrade and modernization of a statute 
that went into effect in 1983 and has been 
updated periodically. This new bill is an 
attempt to clarify the 2008 update that 
allows for reasonable compensation of local 
people. Tesla is attempting to make this 
look anti-environment, but what about the 
other electric vehicles out there that are sold 

through dealerships, like the Ford Focus 
and Nissan Leaf?” 

At the March 21 press conference, Tesla 
representatives also talked about expansion 
of its Supercharger network across the state 
to enable free long-distance travel for Model 
S customers. 

Tesla is building additional electrical 
capacity and reserving extra real estate 
to co-locate non-Tesla charging points 
at Supercharger locations. The company 
announced that it welcomes businesses 
interested in installing EV-compatible 
charge points for non-Tesla vehicles to 
inquire about permitting and construction 
at Supercharger locations in the state. 
Tesla intends to install more than five 
Supercharger stations statewide, with two 
already having been installed at Kennedy 
Airport and in Syosset, L.I. 

The company currently uses eight New 

York suppliers in the development and 
production of its vehicles amounting to 
more than $9.5 million in purchase orders 
for New York goods and services. Each of 
Tesla’s service and sales centers add between 
$7 to 10 million in direct economic activity. 

Buchwald said Tesla’s two Westchester 
outlets employs 35 people.

 “This bill presents an immediate 
threat to these men and women who are 
contributing to the economic growth of 
Westchester County and the environmental 
innovation of New York State,” he said. “We 
need to be encouraging – not discouraging 
– innovative ideas to improve our economy 
and environment.”

Electric Car Manufacturer Challenges State Motor Vehicle Dealership Law 

PAT CASEY PHOTO
Assemblyman David Buchwald, surrounded 
by elected officials, business leaders and 
environmentalists, calls for the defeat of  a bill that 
would end direct car sales in New York
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By Janine Bowen
Dozens of senior citizens and 

caregivers across Westchester converged 
in White Plains on Friday to speak 
to local legislators and advocate for 
improvement of services and policy 
changes to help the county’s elderly.

The annual Legislative Speak-Out 
and Breakfast at the County Center, 
organized by the Westchester County 
Department of Senior Programs and 
Services, gave residents the opportunity 
to directly address lawmakers.

Several legislators explained that the 
event was intended to find a way for 
them to work together to solve problems 
facing the senior population. 

“We should all be supporting what’s 
good for our seniors, what’s good for 
the future, what’s good for the economy 
and what creates jobs. That’s what this 
is all about,” said Rep. Nita Lowey 
(D-Harrison).

“We’re not being political because I 
want to help every senior citizen, no 
matter what party,” said County Legislator 
Bernice Spreckman (R-Yonkers) 

Lowey, the top Democrat on the House 
Appropriations Committee, vowed to 
protect Social Security and Medicare 
and allocate $1 billion to the National 

Institutes of Health to fund research 
on Alzheimer’s and other maladies that 
often afflict the elderly.

Among the concerns voiced during 
the three-hour event was the cost of 
living in Westchester on a fixed income, 
with many saying that older residents are 
being priced out of the area. 

Residents noted that energy costs are 
on the rise, with Con Edison raising rates 
from eight cents to 17 cents per kilowatt 
hour this year. They also worry that the 

Social Security cost of living increases 
fail to keep pace with expenses, including 
increases in school taxes.

The cost of living in Westchester is also 
a reason for fewer caregivers, as a large 
portion of 20- to 34-year-olds leave the 
county, leaving many older parents and 
grandparents without the ability to rely 
on their grown children for assistance.

Speakers called for more affordable 
housing and housing for seniors. They 
noted that suicide rates among residents 
over the age of 60 have increased 
because of financial hardships and fewer 
caregivers. 

Others appealed for improved public 
transportation, noting that many elderly 
residents are homebound because 
there is no way for them to travel. It 
is particularly more difficult in winter 
when snow and ice can prevent them 
from reaching bus stops. 

There was a request for legislators 
to streamline the application process 
for Paribus, a service that picks seniors 
up at their home, providing them with 
easier access to transportation. 

Representatives of several local 
advocacy groups spoke at the forum, 
requesting more funding to keep senior 
recreation and advocacy centers open. 

Several local lawyers requested more 
funding to help protect and fight for 
seniors who are victims of elder abuse, 
including scams. 

Susan Parlato, an attorney for Pace 
University Women’s Justice Center, said 
15 percent of Westchester seniors suffer 
from elder abuse; half are victimized 
by financial scams by somebody they 
know. 

Nearly a dozen elected officials 
attended the event and many more sent 
representatives. All assured residents 
that their concerns would be taken into 
consideration for inclusion in this year’s 
budget. 

State Sen. Andrea Stewart-Cousins 
(D- Yonkers) noted that every level of 
government is paying attention to the 
needs of senior citizens who are a vital 
part of the local community. 

“As government we need to make 
sure certain things happen,” Stewart-
Cousins said. “We need to make sure 
you have health (care) and viable 
housing options. Our society is really 
enriched when we have the respect that 
we need to have for our seniors. We 
stand on the shoulders of those that 
have come before us and paved the way.”

JANINE BOWEN PHOTO
County and state legislators join Rep. Nita Lowey 
for last Friday’s senior event where dozens of  
speakers raised issues they felt should be focused 
on to help the elderly.

Lawmakers Pledge to Address Seniors’ Needs at Annual Event
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By Janine Bowen
A group of Pleasantville Middle School 

students are proud to be GEEKS.
The acronym stands for Great 

Enthusiastic Educated Kid Scientists, a 
team that competed in the March 8 regional 
Science Olympiad at Scarsdale Middle 
School on March 8 and took home a fourth-
place prize. 

Nearly 30 students from the school 
competed on one of two teams in 20 
challenges, many of which were sponsored 
by prestigious organizations. They were able 
to achieve six first-place finishes as well as 
having teams of students take home first- 
and third-place finishes in two events. 

Overall, the GEEKS won 15 medals for 
the school. 

Science Olympiad students are a part 
of Friends of STEM, an extended learning 
organization that is in its second year and 
experiencing impressive success. 

“I think that what we’ve accomplished 
this far, in itself, is a huge accomplishment 
and I think that the children have 
made themselves and the town and the 
school very proud,” said Melissa Brown, 
Pleasantville Middle School’s extended 
learning coordinator.

In the two years since Friends of STEM 
was started by 37-year Pleasantville resident 
Dr. Martha Matteo, the team has doubled 
in size, allowing students across grades and 
schools to work together. 

High school students have returned to 

the middle school to help coach the Science 
Olympiad teams, while middle school 
students visited the fourth grade science 
fair to give younger students a taste of some 
of the educational excitement that awaits 
them. 

The effort has also given students who 
are not necessarily good athletes the 
opportunity to be part of a team. In some 
cases, it has afforded children who did not 
necessarily fit in a chance to connect with 
students who share similar interests. 

The organization has also brought 
together an assortment of village residents, 
mainly retirees who hold advanced degrees 
and who want to volunteer their expertise to 
help students. 

Matteo and her husband, Dr. Charles 
Matteo, have been delighted at the response 
they have received from students who not 
only want to learn but are eager to take on 
extra work. They explained that youngsters 
who join the Science Olympiad don’t have to 
be top-notch science students, just possess a 
curiosity and the desire to contribute to the 
team. 

“We don’t care if you get an A or a 4 on 
the state test, but [we care] if you learned 
something. If you don’t have the ability 
but want to learn, that’s enough,” Charles 
Matteo said.

Many students who took home first-
place prizes in this year’s event went into 
their projects with little knowledge and 
had to learn the basics, he said. One pair of 

sixth-grade girls built a boomliever, but first 
needed to learn how to cut and glue wood. 
Along the way students learned through 
trial and error, figuring out how to improve 
and develop projects on their own with 
minimal guidance from coaches. 

“These kids are used to taking tests, but 
this isn’t really a test…it’s do something and 
just see how well you can do it, without a lot 
of instructions,” Charles Matteo explained. 

Since children are able to develop 
whatever projects they want within the 
loose parameters and categories established 
by the Science Olympiad rules, they are 
afforded much more independence than in 
a classroom setting. 

Martha Matteo explained that teaching 
children the process of learning and 
discovery, and watching them succeed, is 

the real reward of the Science Olympiad.
“Process is, frankly, what I want to teach,” 

she said. “For me, the goal is to strengthen 
in the students,a desire for an inquiry-based 
knowledge and a process that enables them 
to do it easily. That’s the outcome we’re 
looking for. It’s not the prizes.” 

Of the 30 students who participated in the 
regional Science Olympiad, 15 will attend 
the state finals in Rochester. But the Matteos 
said even those students who will stay home 
are enthusiastic and want to assist their 
teammates in the April 4-5 competition.

The students even insisted that projects 
are entered in all 25 categories, which means 
that some students are contributing to four 
or five projects each. 

“They’re actually excited about doing 
it…we will sit for everything or die trying,” 
Martha Matteo said.

“For them to have this drive and this 
excitement, it’s a joy to watch,” added 
Brown.  

The Matteos admitted that even though 
Friends of STEM, which also competes 
in the Math Olympiad and the First Lego 
League Robotics, has achieved wide success, 
they are still a work in progress. Like the 
students, they are learning as they go. 

They are currently looking for more 
volunteers and seeking grants so they 
can continue to develop and improve the 
program. They are also seeking donations 
to help fund the trip to Rochester.

The Pleasantville Middle School students who 
participated earlier this month in the regional 
Science Olympiad. About half  of  the competitors 
will go on to the state competition in Rochester at 
the end of  next week.

P’ville Middle School Students Shine at Science Olympiad
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By Robert Q. Kreider
To willfully deny people with autism the 

right to live as engaged members of the 
community -- near the natural supports 
of their own families -- represents blatant 
discrimination and violates the most basic 
and moralistic human rights of dignity 
and fellowship, not to mention a host of 
fair-housing principles. 

Sadly, that was exactly what happened 
on March 11 in Mount Pleasant when the 
proposal for a non-profit, community-
based group home for individuals with 
developmental disabilities was blocked 
to the outright cheers of many at a town 
council meeting.

That such vociferous, and in fact, 
vicious, opposition to a small, well-run, 
well-supervised group home would forge 
on, even after reasonable and legitimate 
questions had been addressed, leaves one 
only with the assumption that the denial 
must be rooted in a very narrow and 
negative view of people with intellectual 
disabilities, as well as the dedicated staff 

who devote their professional lives, and 
their whole hearts, to caring for them. 

Claims of community saturation 
with special needs group homes were 
made, but are patently false. Saturation 
is very clearly defined in New York State 
regulation, and was not at play in this 
case. In fact, some community officials 
made clear in their statements following 
the meeting that they would have objected 
to this important community residence, 
regardless of specifics. Their message was 
clear. These young men are not welcome 
in our town.

Ultimately, the campaign to block this 
group home accomplished two things. 
It denied four wonderful young men 
the opportunity to live happy, fulfilled 
and engaged lives in a structured and 
supportive environment near to the 
parents, siblings and friends they’ve 
known all their lives.

It also made a strong and very sad 
statement about some community 
members, who, adding insult to indignity, 
stood, clapped and cheered the no vote. 
All while while sitting side by side with 
the families who had come before their 
neighbors requesting help to achieve 
a very basic right of passage – the 
opportunity to see beloved children live 
independently and be positioned for the 
future, in which, like all children, they 
must live on their own after their parents 
are gone. 

People with disabilities, and their 
families, who together face daily obstacles 
few of us can fathom, deserve better. 
Not just in this town, but in all towns. 
The CDC estimates that about one in 88 
children will be diagnosed with an Autism 
Spectrum Disorder. In an average small 
town, this means literally hundreds of 
families will one day be in the position of 
seeking living supports for their children 
– and the need is only growing. Eighty 

percent of those currently diagnosed 
on the spectrum are under 21, the vast 
majority still living with their parents. 
The basic laws of aging let us know they 
won’t have that safety net forever. So many 
people in our communities will require 
supported living in the years to come. 
How can this be the way we respond to 
our friends in need?  

We’re better than this. We must be better 
than this. Staff-supported community-
based living is a national best-practice 
model that provides lifetime community 
living--affordably, safely and with dignity. 

To the brave members of the Mount 
Pleasant community, and particularly 
Councilman McCarthy, who stood up 
against discrimination and cruelty and 
spoke on behalf of individuals with 
autism, I sincerely thank you. 

For those community members who 
did the opposite, I’m not asking you to 
feel about this issue the way the parent of 
a child with autism would. If you aren’t 
the parent of a child with autism, you 
wouldn’t even know where to start. I’m 
simply asking you to feel about this issue 
the way a human being should, to look 
through compassionate eyes at our friends 
and neighbors who need our support 
and understanding. I’m asking for your 
empathy to help stop discrimination and 
encourage this town, and every town, to 
reconsider the importance of welcoming 
individuals with disabilities. 

It’s never too late to do the right thing. 
Let’s come together so these four young 
men, and every person with autism across 
our nation, has the opportunity to live 
their best life. That’s not too much to ask.

Robert Q. Kreider is president and CEO 
of Devereux, a nonprofit organization 
based in Villanova, Pa. that  provides 
behavioral healthcare services throughout 
the United States.

After a long and difficult winter, 
spring is most welcome and with it 
comes the annual outdoor clean up and 
a more focused view on the land.

In suburban neighborhoods much of 
a household’s identity is tied to property 
ownership – “My house is my castle” – 
so to speak, and what one does with his 
or her own property has become viewed 
as a basic right. It is tied to financial 
value as well.

Suburbia has long been an American 
trend and its sprawl has been promoted 
by its large expanses and use of 
automobiles to get everyone where they 
want to go, whenever they want to go 
there.

The European model is different, with 
the land outside cities considered “the 
country” and left mostly for farming. 

As America’s communities mature 
and we face a change in weather patterns 
that have put a tremendous burden on 
our ability to manage large snowfalls, 
heavy rains and wind, which seem to be 
intensifying, especially in the Northeast, 
our communities are becoming heavily 
impacted by what everyone does.

What one neighbor develops on 
his property may cause flooding 
downstream.

If trees are cut to provide light for one 
house, what happens to the neighbor 
next door? Can one property owner’s 

development infringe on a tree root 
system that will cause that tree to fall 
on the house next door during the next 
major storm?

Boundaries are not what they used to 
be. We cannot ignore each other. 

Land use issues have increasingly 
become a major part of everyday life 
like never before and the terrain we have 
become used to walking is changing, 
physically and fundamentally. 

It has been said before and it will 
be said again and again: We need to 
be more pro-active on how we view 
our responsibility to nature and our 
neighborhoods.
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Local Communities Face Tough Decisions When it Comes to Development

We invite readers to share their 
thoughts by sending letters to the 
editor.  Please limit comments to 
250 words. We will do our best 
to print all letters, but are limited 
by space constraints. Letters are  
subject to editing and may be 
withheld from publication on 
the discretion of the editor.  
Please refrain from personal 
attacks. Email letters to  mwilbur@
t h e e x a m i n e r n e w s . c o m .  
The Examiner requires that all 
letter writers provide their name, 
address and contact information.

Letters Policy

 Letters Policy
publication on the discretion of the editor. 
Please refrain from personal attacks. Email 
letters to  mwilbur@theexaminernews.com.  
The Examiner requires that all letter writers 
provide their name, address and contact 
information.

Vote to Defeat Mt. Pleasant Group Home Was Blatant Discrimination 
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By Martin Wilbur
Mary Murphy Crowe has always been 

the kind of person who others reach out to 
and seek her advice.

Even in high school and college, friends 
and acquaintances would value her 
opinion on a whole range of topics. 

“I love people and I love to talk,” Crowe 
said. “I love the human condition and 
people. I’m intrigued by people’s feelings 
and emotions.”

It makes perfect sense that Crowe, 52, a 
lifelong Pleasantville resident, is a clinical 
social worker and licensed therapist 
in private practice now specializing in 
working with families and couples. 

Although she has been in her field 
for more than 20 years, Crowe has most 
recently trained in Emotionally Focused 
Therapy (EFT) for couples. The approach, 
developed in the 1980s, recognizes that 
a person’s reaction to an assortment of 
emotional situations is often heavily 
influenced by their environment during 
their formative years..

The therapy sessions don’t look to peg 
blame on spouses, parents or anyone else, 
but to make patients  aware that couples 

with attachment styles that fail to mesh 
can work on changing their reactions for 
the better. 

“The thing is we all have different 
attachment styles of how we feel safe based 
on our first attachments to our parents,” 
Crowe explained. “So we create that 
attachment style to our partners, so that 
gets complicated. We have our attachment 
styles before we lay eyes on our spouse.”

Mix in problems made worse by career 
pressures, money, in-laws and children 
and almost anyone can feel vulnerable and 
revert into a natural defensive posture. 
Her job is to help her clients consciously 
working on changes rather than accept 
their most natural response.

“The way you do that, to get people to 
notice, is how much we make ourselves 
vulnerable, how much we’re willing to 
expose ourselves,” said Crowe, who is 
married to her husband, Vincent, a lawyer, 
and has four children, all in high school 
and college. “And that’s what this is about.”

More than a quarter of her clients now 
come to her for EFT for couples. In fact, 
there are some clients who seek out her 
services before they get married to try 

to better understand 
themselves and their 
partners.

Of course, one hurdle 
is getting both partners 
to agree to participate in 
the hour-long sessions 
at Crowe’s Pleasantville 
home office. Sometimes 
emotions and feelings are 
so raw that is a formidable 
challenge. 

While Crowe, a 
Pleasantville High School 
graduate, mentioned how 
she has always been a sounding board 
for others, she said her career choice was 
probably influenced more by her own 
experiences growing up. Despite a large, 
loving family, Crowe twice was forced to 
change schools, once when the parochial 
school she was attending was closed due to 
budget cutbacks. The other time was when 
she transferred to public school.

“Just these changes made me sensitive to 
the struggles of kids,” Crowe said.

For her senior year in high school, she 
was one of the recipients of the Community 
Scholarship Fund of Pleasantville--the 
only time she said she has won anything. 
It’s an effort that Crowe has remained 
active with by volunteering over the years.

After high school, Crowe went on to 
Siena College for her undergraduate work, 
then earned her master’s at Columbia 
University’s School of Social Work in 
1987. Several years later, Crowe worked 
as a private contractor for the Westchester 

County Department of 
Health as a parent trainer 
helping families deal 
with behavioral issues in 
children.

She recognizes how 
difficult it is for parents to 
strike the right balance.

“I think the hardest job 
as a parent is being able to 
tolerate their feelings and 
staying an attached parent 
for your kids when they’re 
experiencing discomfort,” 

she said. “A lot of times we 
take it personally and it becomes about us 
and we respond as if it’s us and that’s not 
helpful for the kid.”

Crowe, who enjoys traveling to the 
beach in Rhode Island with her family, 
launched her private practice about 15 
years ago, eventually phasing out her other 
jobs. Now, Crowe works exclusively in her 
practice.

The satisfaction of being able to help 
people through trying circumstances has 
its own rewards. Once she learns about 
the person, she almost always understands 
their plight. As someone who enjoys 
people, Crowe said she’s never met a client 
she disliked.

“It’s just such an honor to watch people 
go on this journey,” she said. “To see that, 
to be able to take the risk and get the 
rewards is so exciting.”

To reach Mary Murphy Crowe, you can 
call her at 914-773-0143.

know your
Neighbor
Mary Murphy Crowe

Clinical Social Worker/Therapist, Pleasantville
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By Martin Wilbur
There are plenty of obstacles for 

a child to overcome throughout the 
school year. There may be challenges 
academically or socially, and even if 
not particularly serious, they can take 
its toll and chip away at a child’s self-
esteem.

Come summer, however, a day camp 
should be an oasis to allow children 
to be children, and provide them 
with a wealth of opportunities to have 
fun, grow and help them reach their 
potential.

At Breezemont Day Camp in Armonk, 
that’s what new part-owner and Camp 
Director Gordon Josey and staff plan to 
make sure happens this summer when 
roughly 300 campers between 3 and 14 
years old set foot on the 15 beautiful 
acres off Cox Avenue. Its grounds might 
make you believe for a moment you’re at 
a sleep away camp in the Adirondacks.

“It’s not about whether you’re the 
smartest or if you struggle in school, 
or something silly happens and it sticks 
with you 40 years later,” Josey said. 
“You come to camp and you can really 
recreate yourself. It’s really all about 
being a good person.”

Breezemont will carry on in 2014 
with much of the same approach that 
has attracted thousands of children and 
their families to the grounds for more 

than three-quarters of a century. Josey 
and his team succeed former longtime 
owner and director J.R. Tesone, who 
passed away in February.

Despite the upheaval--Tesone started 
as a counselor at the camp nearly 50 
years ago and had run Breezemont 
since 1986--returning campers and 
their families as well as newbies will 
find a lot to be excited about. Josey 
said the location, easily reachable from 
almost anywhere in Westchester, and its 
woodsy surroundings keeps youngsters 
coming back for more. Most of the 
children live within 25 to 30 minutes 

of the site, although some come as far 
away as Manhattan, he said.

“We want to keep the same values, 
the same traditions but want to have 
improved facilities, improved training 
to help our young families,” said Josey, 
a native of Scotland who spent the 
summer in 1990 as a camp counselor 
in the United States on an exchange 
program and fell in love with camps. 
He also operates a traditional summer 
sleep away camp in West Virginia and 
specialty camps in Manhattan and 
Spain.

“At camp, everybody is cheering 

you on because everybody wants their 
fellow camper to (succeed),” he added.

Like any day camp, Breezemont’s 
bread and butter is its activities. From 
the time a child leaves home in the 
morning he or she is continuously 
engaged. Even on the bus heading to 
camp in the morning, there is the “bus 
bag” where counselors have a bag of 
tricks and other activities.

Once at the site, campers swim twice 
a day, weather permitting. There’s a 
full range of sports, including tennis, 
baseball, basketball, soccer, softball, 
boating and fishing, Josey said.

Then there are a host of artistic 
activities, such as arts and crafts, music, 
theater and jewelry making. There are 
also some fun academic-type activities-
-nature and science and a “book nook,” 
the camp’s electronic library--for 
children to participate in.

Even on a rainy day, campers don’t sit 
idle staring at a movie on a television 
screen, Josey said. There is a special 
curriculum that has been devised for 
the times when inclement weather 
intrudes.

“As long as the kids are engaged then 
it’s quite nice to have a rainy day because 
they’re not running around in the heat,” 
Josey said. 

Children are split into small groups 

New Leadership for Armonk’s Breezemont Day Camp But Traditions Remain 
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New Leadership for Armonk’s Breezemont Day Camp But Traditions Remain 
of no more than about a dozen and are 
overseen by four or five staff members. 
For three- and four-year-olds, the 
groups have boys and girls but after that 
the children are separated by gender.

Helping children to find their voice  
is a key component for Breezemont, 
said Nancy Shenker, a public relations 
spokeswoman for the camp.

“The things that are rewarded at camp 
are very different from the things that 
are rewarded academically at school,” 
Shenker said. “At school they’ll record 
who got the A’s, while at camp (it’s) who 

was the most helpful, who was the best 
problem solver in some new challenge.”

Speaking of staff, Josey said 
Breezemeont takes its daily 
responsibility of supervising children 
from 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. seriously. 
Much of its roughly 100-member staff 
are comprised of adults. While there are 
some high school and college students 
who serve as counselors, they are 
overseen by the group leaders, who are 
all teachers during the school year, and 
senior counselors, younger adults who 
are out of college with the majority of 
them working in education.

Then there are the activity specialists 
who lead the wide range of sports 
and arts programs. Most are physical 
education teachers or art or theater 
majors who enjoy spending their 
summers in a fun atmosphere helping 
children.

No one sits in an office, but Josey said 
he is easily reachable for parents who 
have questions or problems.

“I think the hardest job you’ll ever 
have is being a camp counselor,” Josey 
said. “I say that because you learn 
so much more as a counselor for the 
summer. Come to camp, you really 
learn. It’s hard work, it’s taxing, it’s 
responsibility, timekeeping, problem 
solving.”

Families can choose to enroll their 

children from four to eight weeks, he 
said. The most common sign-up period 
is seven weeks, since many families 
often go on vacation for a week.

Breezemont also makes sure to be 
family friendly, Josey said. A nice touch 
is its Thursday night barbecues where 
parents are invited to return with their 
children, enjoy the surroundings, 
meet the staff and other parents and 
sit around a campfire. There is also a 
family day on July 4.

For families whose parents work there 

is an extended day program, starting at 
8 a.m. and remaining open until 6 p.m.

Josey said it may seem too good to be 
true but Breezemont looks to create a 
special plance for children.

“You can really make this a magical 
place and that’s why people come back,” 
he said.

For more information about 
Breezemont Day Camp, call 914-367-
1936, email info@breezemont.com or 
visit www.breezemont.com.
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God has a great sense of 
humor. 

In the early 2000s when the 
Cappelli Organization came 
to Yorktown to reveal a plan 
for a large, luxury residential 
complex it wanted to build, 
I thought to myself I’d never 
want to live in a place like 
that. I thought it was just too 
big and expensive for our 
area. But, as I announced last 
week, I just bought into it. 

What happened during 
the intervening dozen years 
that has rendered me an 
enthusiastic buyer just dying 
to get into the place? A 
number of things.

When first announced, the 
units were to be priced from 
the mid $500,000s  to $1.3 million. In 
our sleepy community where the average 
single-family house sold at the time for 
under $450,000, that seemed to me, as 
a member of our architectural review 
board, a bit out of whack. When I brought 
this to the attention of the developer’s 
representatives, the somewhat impatient 
response was, “Sir, you don’t know your 
own market.”   

The project was approved by all the 
necessary boards. Despite the fact that 
it was marketed at the height of the real 

estate boom, just as I had 
predicted, it was the wrong 
concept at the wrong time in 
the wrong place at the wrong 
price. After nearly a half 
dozen years, only a handful of 
the 141 units had sold.

Everybody agreed that 
the building and the units 
were beautifully designed 
and appointed but the public 
rejected apartment-style 
living, even with incredible 
amenities, at a price point 
that would have been more 
acceptable in Chappaqua or 
White Plains.

But a few years ago some 
novel marketing moves were 
made. First, a deal was made 
with Donald Trump to add 

his name to the marquee for a more 
glitzy appeal as Trump Park Residences. 
I’m not sure that it did the trick for me. 
I was still mad that Trump had littered 
the Taconic State Parkway with four giant 
signs announcing state parks that you can 
neither find nor visit.

Then two years ago there seemed to 
be a confluence of elements that came 
together to change public perception. 
Obviously, some smart financial re-
structuring had been done that allowed 
drastic price reductions that caught 

everyone’s attention. 
Then something else happened that I’ve 

never heard mentioned as an influence 
on the housing market, but I believe has 
had an impact: Superstorm Sandy.  It’s 
what convinced my wife and me that we 
didn’t want to brace for the next extreme 
storm as guardians of our own property 
ever again. We were getting too old to deal 
with it.

We wanted to now live in a big beautiful 
building that would be taken care of by 
a staff of highly competent people. Let 
somebody else worry about a tree being 
pulled up by its roots.

Another factor is that I’ve become a 
friendlier old cuss in my more senior years 
and that is reflected in my preferred home 
style. My wife and I have experienced the 
joys of our first studio apartment, our 
first two-bedroom apartment, our first 
town home, our first country home, our 
renovations, our first second home, and 
now, what will become our retirement 
home, surrounded by people our own 
age with whom we want to socialize and 
grow old with. I feel more energized than 
ever and can’t wait for this new chapter to 
unfold.

The most exciting part is that our new 
home, which sold a few years ago for 
over $900,000, was just contracted for 
sale for close to half of that. That’s some 
deal, right? From what I understand, a 

lot of other people are now jumping in 
and taking advantage of very favorable 
pricing now offered. The units are selling 
with vigor.

Socially, having been a shy and soft 
spoken person for most of my life (I 
realize that anybody who knows me is 
probably laughing as they read this), I 
now just can’t stop talking and I want to 
hang out with the guys. I don’t want to 
have to walk a mile to find a neighbor; I 
want to walk just a couple of doors down. 
I want to just get into an elevator to go to 
the gym or the game room to socialize. 

When did all this happen? I don’t 
know. The Trump Park Residences never 
changed. They were always grand and 
beautiful. I changed. I stopped being “Mr. 
Grump, Go Away and Leave Me Alone.” 
Now I’m “Mr. Shake My Hand and Howdy 
Do.”    

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.
com, specializing in lifestyles, real estate 
and development. His real estate site is: 
www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his 
blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To 
engage the services of The Home Guru and 
his team to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

Hello, Mr. Trump, Sorry I Waited So Long To Shake Your Hand

The Grass is Greener With the Right Move
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Trusted Traditional Real Estate 

3% Commission
Full-Service Brokerage
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for over 30 years
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Experience = Success
This is the formula needed if you are looking to sell or buy your home.
As a lifelong resident of Pleasantville with more than ten years experience in
Real Estate as a top producer, I will be happy to answer all your questions.

Please call Sharon Tompkins Foley, Century 21 Haviland 914-745-9368
And remember - my time is your time.

Sharon 
Tompkins 
Foley 
914-769-2222
914-745-9368
(Voicemail) 370 Manville Road, Pleasantville
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By Colette Connolly
It’s often difficult for people to 

transition to a rehabilitation and nursing 
facility, whether they are short-term 
patients or long-term residents.

Helping them adjust to their stay is 
one of the key services that the Briarcliff 
Manor Center for Rehabilitation and its 
staff prides itself on.

Formerly known as Elant at 
Brandywine, the skilled nursing facility 
located on a sprawling campus provides 
a range of medical, clinical and social 
services to adults when care can no 
longer be provided for them at home.

Director of Admissions Kay Bourne 
explained that the center typically 
provides short-term care for patients 
who need medical monitoring 
following a prolonged hospitalization 
or rehabilitation. Long-term care is 
provided for patients who are unable 
to live safely and comfortably at home 
and require 24-hour nursing care and 
support. 

While the center offers a variety of 
specialized services to its population, 
including IV and central line 
management, pain management, 
wound care, and palliative, respite 
and respiratory care, its reputation for 
providing a residence and care center for 
adults with advanced multiple sclerosis 
and other neurological diseases is well 
known. 

“In fact, the center is one of only a few 
nursing care centers in southern New 
York that provide this type of specialized 
care,” Bourne said, 

The 131-bed facility works with the 
Multiple Sclerosis Society to provide 
continued education and training for 
staff and to develop new programs for 
patients.  

Bourne said the facility boasts an 
exceptional staff of therapists, including 
physical, occupational and speech 
language professionals, who provide 
state-of-the-art rehabilitation to patients 
suffering from a variety of disabilities or 

injuries. 
The skilled team evaluates and treats 

patients using a variety of therapeutic 
techniques and equipment that 
strengthen and flex the body, with a focus 
on gait training, mobility and muscle 
strengthening, Bourne explained.

Briarcliff Manor Center’s occupational 
and speech therapists work to restore 
life skills that are often lost as a result 
of a stroke or other neurological illness, 
in addition to restoring speech and the 
ability to swallow.

Therapists at the center are all part of 
an interdisciplinary team that consists of 
physicians, a licensed nursing staff and 
social workers with years of experience 
in diverse areas such as ICU care, 
surgical procedures, wound care and 
Huntington’s disease management.  

Promoting patient health and wellness 

is a primary objective at the center, 
Bourne added. Its dietary program 
offers a range of meal options suited to 
individual needs. All meals are prepared 
fresh and in-house, using the chef ’s tried 
and trusted recipes, Bourne said.

No matter the length of a patient’s 
stay, all are encouraged to participate 
in various recreational activities. There’s 
live entertainment, cooking and baking 
classes, arts and crafts and the chance to 
go on local shopping trips. The facility’s 
hallways are covered with the artwork of 
many current residents.

What makes the center unique from 
other rehabilitation facilities, Bourne 
said, is its holistic approach to care, 
which includes a focus on the social 
interaction between patients and their 
families to promote rest, relaxation and 
healing.

“We understand that it’s not always a 
patient’s desire to be here,” Bourne said. 
“But we try to make the atmosphere as 
comfortable as possible for them.”

The center’s caregivers support group 
meets the first Tuesday of each month. 
Upcoming events include a March 30 
blood drive from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. in 
conjunction with Phelps Memorial 
Hospital. 

Briarcliff Manor Center for 
Rehabilitation and Nursing Care is 
located at 620 Sleepy Hollow Rd. in 
Briarcliff Manor. For more details, call 
914-941-5100. 
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Briarcliff Manor Center 
for Rehabilitation and Nursing Care

Briarcliff Manor
Briarcliff  Manor Center for Rehabilitation and 
Nursing Care provides a holistic approach for 
short- and long-term residents.
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By Martin Wilbur
There are a lots of high school students 

performing in bands. For those who play 
an instrument at that age, it’s almost a rite 
of passage.

While some are very good, you might 
be hard pressed to find a group of student-
musicians as accomplished, professional 
and stylistically diverse as the Lagond 
Honors/All-Star Band.

The seven-member band, all high school 
juniors and seniors, including four from 
Chappaqua’s Horace Greeley High School, 
are some of the best students at the Lagond 
Music School in Elmsford run by its musical 
director, saxophonist Charlie Lagond.

“I’m very proud of  this group of All-
Stars as I am of other All-Star groups as 
well,” Lagond said. “They’re at a very, very 
high music theory level and they also play 
different styles and stuff. They’re very savvy 
when they perform on stage. Some of them 
have been with me three, four, five years 
and they really do the work and we’ve taken 
some of them on at least two summer tours 
for two weeks where they’re in front of live 
audiences and they really have to put out.”

The group consists of Theo Bisdikian 
(trumpet), Anubhav Guhu, (keyboards), 
Kevin Haggerty (trumpet) and Josh Turner 
(saxophone), all from Chappaqua; Jason 
Robins (bass) of Briarcliff Manor; John 
Marc Degaard (drums) of Tarrytown; and 
Austin Weber (guitar) of Rye.

They will play their fair share of jazz 
selections, but also funk, rock, Latin and 
singer/songwriter pop tunes. Most play 
multiple instruments, having taken private 
lessons before reaching Lagond.

They’re not only top-notch musicians but 
they also represent the school, almost as an 
ambassador band. They have provided the 
entertainment at community service galas 
and events to help nonprofit organizations 
around Westchester and the metropolitan 
area, said the school’s Executive Director 
Rosanne Lana. A couple of the gigs have 
included the Make-A-Wish Foundation 
and ArtsWestchester events.

Another time they performed at the 
3,000-seat Terminal 5 in Manhattan, 

opening for top indie band Dispatch. The 
band sometimes even gets asked to play 
private parties and receptions.

Bisdikian said leading up to your junior 
year in high school many of the serious 
students aspire to make it into the Honors/
All-Star Band.

“When you’re not in the honors band, 
you look up to the honors band as kind of 
like the symbol of Lagond,” said Bisdikian. 
“It represents Lagond, how they play, how 
they act and it’s really just a fantastic feeling 
to represent a school like Lagond.”

Lagond points out that many of the band 
members are top students, going on to 
prestigious colleges. Some will study music 
and pursue a professional career, others will 

opt for other areas of interest.
But for the members who spend two 

years with their band mates practicing and 
playing local venues, the highlight may be 
the summer tour. In the past few years the 
group has traveled to New Orleans and up 
and down the east coast, playing in Ocean 
City, Md. and Philadelphia.

“It’s just an amazing experience,” said 
Robins. “You’re not being pampered. 
That’s what I like about it. You’re doing all 
the loading, you’re doing all the setting 
up. It’s really, really an intense professional 
experience, and it’s life changing.”

This summer they will do a Five 
Boroughs Tour, since New York City is such 
a culturally rich area, Lana said.

For other students, the band has opened 
their eyes to musical diversity that they 
couldn’t have previously appreciated. 
Haggerty and Guhu studied classical but 
have enjoyed the freedom of expression 
with jazz.

Meanwhile, Degaard came into the school 
listening to hard rock and has learned to 
appreciate the  various genres so much he 
is considering majoring in music in college.

“The school’s been a major influence on 
me,” he said. “It you knew me three years 
ago you would see me listening to only one 
genre of music--head banger music. Now, 
I’m like jazz is cool, funk is cool, hip-hop’s 
cool. A lot of genres are a big part of me 
because of this.”

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO
The Lagond Honors/All-Star Band has some of  the top student musicians in Westchester performing 
at functions throughout the county.

School’s Top Band, With Chappaqua Flavor, is Music to the Ears
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Sacred Heart Gifts and Apparel
926 Rt 6 DeRaffele Plaza • Mahopac • 845-621-7777

www.sacredheartcatholicgoods.com • (Find us on Facebook and Instagram) 
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bathroom can be a big problem!
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Tuesday, March 25
WCC Film Series: “Crossing Over.” 

Immigrants struggle to achieve legal status 
in Los Angeles. Westchester Community 
College’s Gateway Center, Davis 
Auditorium, 75 Grasslands Rd., Valhalla. 2 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-606-5616.

Lego Club. Constructive creativity. For 
children in grades 3-6. Chappaqua Public 
Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 4 
p.m. Free. Registration required. Info and 
registration: 914-238-4779.

The College of New Rochelle Graduate 
School Open House. Learn about the 
college’s masters and certificate programs 
in education, human services, art and 
communication studies. Meet with current 
students, faculty members, administrators 
and the school’s dean and associate dean. 
A financial aid representative will be 
available to answer questions. Sweeny 
Student Center, The College of New 
Rochelle, 29 Castle Place, New Rochelle. 6 
to 8 p.m. Free. Registration required. Info 
and registration: 1-800-933-5923 or visit 
www.cnr.edu/gs. 

Italian Language and Culture With 
Mara De Matteo. De Matteo combines 
lively conversation with grammatical 
instruction, creating interactive lessons 
on the richness of Italian culture, past 
and present, through real-life anecdotes, 
literature, personal memoirs, films and 
photography. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 6:30 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887 or www.
northcastlelibrary.org.

One-on-One Computer Help. Social 
media consultant Roni Weiss will  help 
participants troubleshoot issues they may 
be having with social media presence.  
Weiss will also help with anything from 
setting up a new Facebook account to 
looking at an overall business strategy on 
social media. Mount Pleasant Library, 350 
Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 7 to 8:30 p.m. 
Free. If interested in attending, email Weiss 
at roni@rwsocial.com with the topic to be 
addressed. Info: 914-769-0548.

Wednesday, March 26
Zumba Fitness. Achieve long-term 

benefits while having a blast in one exciting 
hour of calorie-burning, body-energizing, 
awe-inspiring movements meant to engage 
and captivate for life. For all fitness levels. 
Dance Emotions, 75 S. Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua. Every Monday and Wednesday 
at 9 a.m. and Saturdays at 10 a.m. Drop in 
or weekly discount rates available. Info: 
Contact Peggy at 914 960-4097.

Knitting Group. Hats for our 
servicemen and women overseas and 
other ongoing projects for care centers 
and hospitals. Clinton Street Center, 1A 
Clinton St., Pleasantville. 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
Free. Meets every Monday and Wednesday. 
Info: 914-769-2021.

Baby Time. A fun interactive lap sit 

story time. Includes songs, rhymes and 
a few very short stories to give babies 
an opportunity to socialize and parents 
a time to share. Recommended for 
newborns through 12 months old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 10 to 10:20 a.m. Free. Every 
Monday and Wednesday through April 
(except Apr. 14 and 16). Info: 914-769-
0548 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Toddler Time. Uses finger plays, action 
rhymes, songs and stories to encourage an 
enjoyment of books and to stimulate early 
listening skills, learning and speaking skills. 
Recommended for children one to two 
and a half years old. Mount Pleasant Public 
Library, 350 Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 
10:30 to 11 a.m. Free. Every Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday through April 
(except Apr. 14, 16 and 18). Info: 914-769-
0548 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Bounce the Baby. North Castle Public 
Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East., 
Armonk. 11 a.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

Preschool Story Time. An interactive 
story time using picture books, songs, 
finger plays, action rhymes and other 
activities to encourage the enjoyment 
of books and language. Recommended 
for children two and a half to five years 
old. Mount Pleasant Public Library, 350 
Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 11 to 11:30 
a.m. Free. Every Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday through April (except Apr. 14, 
16 and 18). Info: 914-769-0276 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Senior Benefits Information Center. 
Counselors offer older adults one-on-
one counseling covering a broad range 
of topics including Medicare health and 
prescription plans, food stamps, HEAP, 
EPIC, weatherization, minor home repair 
and tax relief programs. Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 Main St., Mount Kisco. 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Free. Every Wednesday. 
Info: 914-231-3260.

Fiber/Yarn Hobby Group. Pleasantville 
Loves Yarn (PLY) is a group of knitters 
and fiber lovers who meet to learn 
from each other and enjoy each other’s 
company. Bring whatever you’re working 
on and share your knowledge or learn 
from the group. All skill levels and any 
fiber/yarn hobby (knitters, crocheters, 
spinners, weavers, etc.) welcome. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 1 to 3 p.m. Free. Also Apr. 9 
and 23. Info: 914-769-0548.

Preschool Story Time and Crafts. 
Help develop your child’s creativity from 
a young age with imaginative tales and 
artistic crafts. For children three to six 
years old. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East., Armonk. 4 p.m. 
Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

Knitting Club. Come learn to knit, or if 
you already know how, bring your current 
project and enjoy a visit with other knitters 
and crocheters. Beginners should bring 

a pair off size 8 or 10 straight knitting 
needles and skein or worsted weight yarn. 
Open to knitters and crocheters 10 years 
old and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 
100 E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 4 to 5:30 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-666-8041.

WCC Student Film Festival. The 
college will host its third annual Student 
Film Festival featuring more than 45 films. 
The juried festival will include awards for 
Best Short Fiction Film, Best Long Fiction 
Film, Best Documentary, Best Alumni 
Film, Best Cinematography, Best Editing, 
Best Sound, and Best Performances. 
Refreshments will be served. Westchester 
Community College’s Gateway Center, 
Davis Auditorium, 75 Grasslands Rd., 
Valhalla. 5 to 10 p.m. Free. 

Teen Driver Safety Clinic. Survive 
the Drive, a nonprofit association, will 
hold this safe driving presentation. 
Refreshments served. Grand Prix New 
York, 333 N. Bedford Rd., Mount Kisco. 6 
to 8 p.m. $10. Info and registration: Visit 
www.survivethedrive.org.

Guiding Eyes for the Blind and N.E. 
Special Education Fundraiser. The 
Mount Kisco Lions Club’s second annual 
bowling event. Includes two games and 
shoes. Spins Bowl at Grand Prix New York, 
333 N. Bedford Rd., Mount Kisco. 7:30 to 
9:30 p.m. $25 per ticket in advance. $30 at 
door.

Thursday, March 27
Let Your Yoga Dance Classes. The 

popular Kripalu noon dance class is now 
in Chappaqua! Combines easy dance, 
gentle yoga and great music. Come join 
this noncompetitive, heart pumping and 
joyful experience. Drop-ins welcome. 
Dance Emotions, 75 S. Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua.10 a.m. $20 per 75 min. class. 
Every Tuesday and Thursday. Info: 914-
238-8974 or email claudiayogadance@
gmail.com.

Toddler Time. Uses finger plays, action 
rhymes, songs and stories to encourage 
an enjoyment of books and to stimulate 
early listening skills, learning and speaking 
skills. Mount Pleasant Public Library, 125 
Lozza Drive, Valhalla. 10:30 to 11 a.m. Free. 
Tuesdays through April (except for Apr. 15 
and 17). Recommended for children one 
to two and a half years old. Info: 914-741-
0276 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Preschool Story Time. An interactive 
story time using picture books, songs, 
finger plays, action rhymes and other 
activities to encourage the enjoyment 
of books and language. Mount Pleasant 
Public Library, 125 Lozza Drive., Valhalla 
11 to 11:30 a.m. Free. Recommended for 
children two and a half to five years old. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays through April 
(except Apr. 15 and 17). info: 914-741-
0276 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Yiddish Vinkle. Yiddish speakers (or 
dabblers) enjoy Yiddish poetry, current 

events, short stories, humor, songs, music 
and great camaraderie. Rosenthal JCC, 600 
Bear Ridge Rd., Pleasantville. 1 to 3 p.m. $6 
suggested donation. Meets every Thursday. 
Info: 914-741-0333 ext. 24 or visit www.
rosenthaljcc.org.

Multilingual Mother Goose. Learn and 
share songs and rhymes in other languages. 
For children birth to five years old; with 
an adult. Chappaqua Public Library, 195 
S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 2:30 p.m. 
Free. Meets every Thursday. Registration 
required. Info and registration: 914-238-
4779.

Tutoring. Help in English, writing and 
math for elementary and middle school 
students. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 3:30 
p.m. Free. Info: Contact Mary Johnson at 
914-273-3887 or mjohnson@wlsmail.org.

Catapults. Forty-five minutes to launch. 
For children in grades 4-6. Chappaqua 
Public Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua. 4 p.m. Free. Registration 
required. Info and registration: 914-238-
4779.

Great Books Forum. “The Sound 
and the Fury” by William Faulkner will 
be discussed. Led by English Professor 
Maryanne Vent. Westchester Community 
College’s Gateway Center, Room 131, 
75 Grasslands Rd., Valhalla. 6 to 8:30 
p.m. Free. Info: Contact Professor James 
Werner at 914-606-6840 or email james.
werner@sunywcc.edu.

Friday, March 28
Wolves of North America. Learn about 

the mythology, biology and ecology of 
wolf families and discover why March is a 
special time for packs in North America. 
Wolf Conservation Center, South Salem.11 
a.m. Adults: $13. Children (under 12): $11. 
Pre-registration required. Info and pre-
registration: Visit www.nywolf.org.

Zumba Gold. Try this low-impact 
approach to Zumba for the older active 
adult and baby boomer with the same 
sassy, sweaty, fun-filled cardio workout in 
an easy learning environment. Ongoing 
classes; drop-ins welcome. Addie-tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza, Pleasantville. 11:15 a.m. to 12:15 
p.m. $12. Four- and eight-week cards 
available. Meets every Friday. Info: 914-
747-0808 or email instructor at olin.amyj@
gmail.com.

Button-making. Use book cut-
outs and your own drawings to create 
unique buttons. For students in grades 
7-12. Chappaqua Public Library, 195 S. 
Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 3:30 to 4:30 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-238-4779 or www.
chappaqualibrary.org.

Zumba Fitness Class. Addie-Tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial Plaza 
(lower level), Pleasantville. 5:30 to 6:30 
p.m. $15 a class. $29 for four classes. $55 

continued on page 24
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By Andrea Reino
Diet. One word, four letters 

and an infinite amount of 
power. 

When used correctly, a 
diet can do wonders for your 
health. It can decrease the 
amount of cholesterol in 
your arteries, thus preventing 
blood clots, aneurisms, strokes 
and heart attacks. Dieting 
can assist in preventing developmental 
diabetes as well. It can also help you 
lose weight, which can help avoid heart 
disease and other health problems. 

However, dieting has its downfalls, 
too, especially if not done properly. It 
can lead to malnutrition, which can 
cause the reduction of enamel on your 
teeth, dulled senses, a messed-up Body 
Mass Index, dehydration, anemia, hair 
loss, hair growth in abnormal places 
(such as the lower back) and stress. 
Stress, in turn, causes wrinkles and 
weight gain, which puts you back at  
square one.

Studies have shown that more and 

more kids start dieting at 
younger ages. Driven by the 
urge to look like the people 
on the covers of magazines, 
these naïve children begin 
obsessively regulating their 
nutritional intake.

So, at what point does 
dieting healthfully cross the 
line and become dangerous? 
When should adults step 

in? Dangerous dieting is actually very 
easy to avoid, especially if you keep the 
number one rule in the back of your 
mind at all times: there is nothing you 
cannot fix with food. 

If someone wants to gain weight, 
all they have to do is eat more 
carbohydrates. On the other hand, 
losing weight requires healthier choices 
regarding food. 

Here is a little Food 101 to healthy 
eating: half of your plate should be fruits 
and vegetables. Regarding veggies, 
dark green leaves are the healthiest for 
your body because they are brimming 
with fiber, vitamins and minerals. The 

average person nine years old and up is 
also meant to consume three cups of fat 
free or low fat milk per day (two cups 
for children 2 to 8 years old).

 In addition, at least half of the 
grains a person consumes should be 
whole. This is because the vitamins and 
nutrients in a grain are in the seed or 
“kernel.” Whole grains have that kernel 
intact, but most of the other grains do 
not. 

Speaking of 
nutrients, one should 
eat more nutrient-
dense food (i.e. 
seafood, whole grains, 
eggs, lean meats, etc.) 
instead of calorie-dense 
food (fat). Another tip 
is to limit foods high in 
sodium, added sugars 
and refined grains. So, 
how do you do that? Again, it’s pretty 
straightforward. The easiest way to 
reduce your sodium intake is to keep 
the salt shaker off the dinner table. That 
way, you will not feel inclined to use it. 

Another way to regulate sodium is to 
check nutrition labels before you eat 
something.

It is common knowledge that a lot 
of teenagers use supplements to boost 
their protein intake. But be careful with 
your supplements, too. The best way to 
boost protein intake is to eat more lean 
meats.

By following those easy tips and 
adding at least 20 minutes of exercise 

a day, you won’t even 
need to go near a diet. 
Remember, there’s 
nothing you cannot fix 
with food.

Andrea Reino is 
a sophomore at Fox 
Lane High School 
and enjoys writing, 
reading, traveling and 
meeting new people. She 

believes natural beauty can be found in 
everything, embraces diversity and likes 
to run, serve her community and spend 
time with her family.

Teen 
Talk

By Andrea Reino

Common Sense Food Choices More Effective Than Dieting
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for eight classes. Meets every Friday. Info: 
917-215-1720, email AddietudeDance@
gmail.com or visit www.Addie-tude.com. 

Saturday, March 29
Chappaqua Farmers Market. Church 

of St. Mary the Virgin, 191 S. Greeley 
Ave., Chappaqua. 8:30 to 1 p.m. Every 
Saturday until May. Info: Visit www.
chappaquafarmersmarket.org.

Pleasantville Farmers Market. The 
market is back indoors and even better 
than last year, with more winter-grown 
produce, meats, breads, cheeses, prepared 
foods and all the goodies you know and 
love. Pleasantville Middle School, 40 
Romer Ave., Pleasantville. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Every Saturday until mid May. Info: Visit 
www.pleasantvillefarmersmarket.org.

Music Conservatory of Westchester’s 
Summer Music & Arts Open House. 
Visit the school, attend classes and meet 
summer faculty and staff. Programs for 
students five to 18 years old. A chance to 
register early for classes and pay less. Music 
Conservatory of Westchester, 216 Central 
Ave., White Plains. 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Free. Info: Email info@musiced.org. 

Job Search and Salary Negotiation 
Workshop. Professional career coach 
Marie Riffel will discuss the latest job 
searching trends and techniques, how to 
develop confidence in your job search 
and strategies for winning a higher salary. 
Katonah Village Library, 26 Bedford Rd., 
Katonah. 10:30 a.m. Free. RSVP required. 
Info and RSVP: 914-232-3508 or email 
katref@wlsmail.org.

Learn Chair Yoga. Experience greater 
flexibility, cardiovascular endurance, 
improved balance, strengthening and 
toning of muscles, better digestion, stress 
reduction, mental clarity, improved 
breathing, relaxation and an overall sense 
of well-being. No previous yoga or fitness 
experience exercise necessary. Led by 
Alka Tewani, registered yoga therapist 
and certified chair yoga instructor. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 10:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Saturday through June 7 (except for May 
24). Info: 914-273-3887. 

Saving a Species: Spotlight on Mexican 
Gray Wolf Recovery. On the 16th 
anniversary of 11 Mexican grey wolves 
raised in captivity and released into the 
wild in Arizona and New Mexico, the Wolf 
Conservation Center will discuss what 
it takes to help save this species from the 
brink of extinction. Guests will visit the 
center’s ambassador wolves and critically 
endangered red wolves and Mexican gray 
wolves. Wolf Conservation Center, South 
Salem. 11 a.m. Adults: $13. Children 
(under 12): $11. Pre-registration required. 
Info and pre-registration: Visit www.
nywolf.org.

Global Village Day. Experience and 

learn about cultures around the world by 
enjoying food, crafts and entertainment 
from nine different countries  Byram Hills 
High School,12 Tripp Lane, Armonk. 11 
a.m. to 4p.m. Adults: $15. Students and 
teachers: $10. Seniors: $5. Children (four 
and under): Free. Tickets available at the 
door. 

Indoor Nature Games. Come in from 
the cold for an afternoon of games and 
hot chocolate. Cranberry Lake Preserve, 
Old Orchard Street, North White Plains. 
1 p.m. $2 per child. Also March 30. Info: 
914-428-1005.

In Search of Spring. The skunk cabbage 
is up and red maples are showing color, 
nature’s sign that spring is here. What other 
signs of spring will we find on today’s hike? 
All welcome. Teatown Lake Reservation, 
1600 Spring Valley Rd., Ossining. 1 to 2:30 
p.m. Members: Free. Non-members: $5. 
Pre-registration required. Info and pre-
registration: 914-762-2912 ext. 110.

Learn and Practice Bridge. Instructor 
Joel Goren will work with new and returning 
players. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 1 to 3 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3889.

Evening Howl for “Pups” of All Ages. 
Enjoy visiting the wolves during their 
favorite hour--dusk. Learn about the 
mythology, biology and ecology of wolf 
families and discover why this is a magical 
time of year for packs in North America. 
Guests will take a short sunset hike to howl 
with the ambassador wolves. Weather 
appropriate treats served; please bring 
flashlights. Wolf Conservation Center, 
South Salem. 5 p.m. Adults: $16. Children 
(under 12): $13. Pre-registration required. 
Info and pre-registration: Visit www.
nywolf.org, 

Choir Festival. A variety of choral music 
including folk songs, spirituals, world 
music and favorite anthems performed 
by four choirs: the Community Unitarian 
Church Choir (White Plains); the UU 
Fellowship of Northern Westchester Choir 
(Mount Kisco); the Croton-on-Hudson 
Fellowship Choir and the Hastings-on-
Hudson Coffee Hour Choir. All proceeds 
to benefit Community Unitarian Church, 
468 Rosedale Ave., White Plains. 7 p.m. 
Suggested donation: $20. Seniors and 
students: $10. Info: 914-946-1660.  

Axial Theatre’s Fun Raiser. Axial 
Theatre and HMActing will celebrate 
the company and acting school’s 15th 
anniversary with this comic, engaging and 
tuneful evening of improvisation, sketch 
comedy and music plus a live auction and 
delectable edibles. St. John’s Episcopal 
Church, 8 Sunnyside Ave., Pleasantville. 
7 p.m. Tickets start at $35. Info and 
tickets: 1-800-838-3006 or visit http://
axialcomedy.bpt.me.

“The Golden Key.” This musical 
fairy tale, composed and written by 
Zoe Vandermeer, music director at St. 
Mary the Virgin Church in Chappaqua, 

is a story about finding one’s true path, 
overcoming obstacles and gaining a deeper 
understanding of love and forgiveness. A 
benefit concert on behalf of Hope’s Door, 
the Pleasantville-based organization  
dedicated to ending domestic violence 
and to empower victims to achieve safety, 
independence and healing from the trauma 
of abuse. St. Mary the Virgin Church, 191 
S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 7:30 p.m. 

Rock ‘n’ Roll Never Forgets. Join 
legendary New York City radio personality 
Dennis Elsas for this live multimedia 
experience featuring music and highlights 
from his history making interviews with 
John Lennon, Elton John, Jerry Garcia 
and others. North Castle Public Library’s 
Whippoorwill Hall, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 8 p.m. $10. Info and 
tickets: 800-838-3006 ext. 1 or visit www.
rocknrollwithdenniselsas.bpt.me.

Sunday, March 30
Church Service. St. John’s Episcopal 

Church, 8 Sunnyside Ave., Pleasantville. 
Rite I Holy Eucharist at 8 a.m. Rite III, a 
service geared toward families with young 
children at 9:15 a.m. Rite II Choral Service 
Holy Eucharist at 10:45 a.m. Every Sunday. 
Info: 914-769-0053.

Nature’s Architects. Birds are some 
of the natural world’s most amazing 
architects. Participants will investigate 
nests from Teatown’s collection and then 
create nests from natural and manmade 
materials to see if people or birds have 
better building skills. All welcome. Teatown 
Lake Reservation, 1600 Spring Valley 
Rd., Ossining. 10 to 11:30 a.m. Members: 
Free. Non-members: $5. Pre-registration 
required. Info and pre-registration: 914-
762-2912 ext. 110.

County Center Farmers Market. Farm 
fresh local produce, cheeses and other 
dairy products, meats, baked goods and 
wine directly from farmers and producers. 
Also featuring live entertainment by 
Hudson Valley musicians. Westchester 
County Center, 198 Central Park Ave., 
White Plains. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Admission: 
Free. County Center parking: $5. Info: 
Visit www.countycenter.biz.

Wolves: Recovery and Challenges. 
Learn about the mythology, biology and 
ecology of wolf families and discover why 
this is a special time for packs in North 
America. Guests will learn about the 
present circumstances around the status of 
wolf management in the United States and 
advocacy opportunities to those interested 
in joining the effort. Also includes a visit 
to the center’s ambassador wolves. Wolf 
Conservation Center, South Salem. 11 
a.m. Adults: $13. Children (under 12): $11. 
Pre-registration required. Info and pre-
registration: Visit www.nywolf.org.

Blood Drive. Held by Phelps Memorial 
Hospital. Eat, drink 16 to 32 ounces of 
water and avoid caffeine prior to donation. 
Bring photo I.D. Refreshments served. 

Briarcliff Manor Center for Rehabilitation 
and Nursing Care, 620 Sleepy Hollow 
Rd., Briarcliff Manor. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Appointments recommended. Info and 
appointments: Contact Kay Bourne at 
914-941-5100 ext. 220 or email kbourne@
bmcrehab.com.

Teaching Trails: A Community Path for 
Environmental Education. Join guided 
trail experience through the woodland 
forest. Discover who left that track, which 
tree makes the best animal home or which 
plant makes its own heat to help melt 
through the late winter ice. Program runs 
about 30 minutes. Greenburgh Nature 
Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 11:30 
a.m. Free. Meets every Sunday (except 
Apr. 20). Info: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Learn and Play Mah Jongg. Led by 
instructor Regina Klenosky. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 1 to 2:30 p.m. Free. Info: 914-
273-3889.

Feeding Fun. It’s mealtime for the 
animals. Come see what’s on the menu and 
learn a bit about how we keep the critters 
healthy. Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 
Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 2 p.m. Included 
with museum admission for non-members. 
Members: Free. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit 
www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Family Concert. The Music 
Conservatory of Westchester will present 
this entertaining and educational concert 
featuring the violin. Includes works by 
Mozart, Bach and more. Scarsdale Public 
Library, 54 Olmsted Rd., Scarsdale 2 p.m. 
Free. Info: Email info@musiced.org.  

“Urban Coyotes: Ecological Recovery 
or Conflict in the Concrete Jungle?” 
Frank Vincenti, president of The Wild Dog 
Foundation, a nonprofit wildlife education 
group will present this program on common 
sense co-existence with coyotes and how to 
better appreciate wildlife that can readily 
adapt to urban and suburban environments. 
For children and adults. Mount Pleasant 
Library, 350 Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 2 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-769-0548.

Forrest Bess Unraveled. Tracy 
Fitzpatrick, the Neuberger Museum 
of Art’s chief curator, will lead a walk-
through of Forrest Bess: Seeing things 
Invisible and delve into the extraordinary 
life and body of work of this important 
artist. Neuberger Museum of Art, 735 
Anderson Hill Rd., Purchase. 2 to 3 p.m. 
With museum admission. Admission: $5. 
Seniors: $3. Children (under 12), members 
and Purchase students, faculty and staff: 
Free. Info: 914-251-6100 or visit www.
neuberger.org.

Book Club. The 21+ Book Group will 
discuss “Continental Drift” by Russell 
Banks. New members welcome. Book is 
available at the circulation desk. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 2:30 to 3:45 p.m. Free. Info: 
914-769-0548.

continued from page 22
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The Colon Cancer Challenge 
Foundation (CCCF), a New York-
based nonprofit dedicated to reducing 
colorectal cancer incidence and death 
throughout the United States, has added 
a second Colon Cancer Challenge walk at 
Manhattanville College on Sunday, March 
30 as it begins the second decade of its 
annual public awareness and fundraising 
event.

The Challenge has grown so large that 
it not only moved the New York City 
run to a new venue, but added a second 
Colon Cancer Challenge a week later in 
Purchase. The Westchester Colon Cancer 
Challenge will give even more people 
a chance to participate and help CCCF 
reach its goal of raising $1 million this 
year.

“When I started the Colon Cancer 
Challenge 11 years ago, I could only 
hope that it would grow as large as it is 
now,” said Dr. Thomas Weber, CCCF 
founder and a Chappaqua resident. It’s 
amazing how many people join us every 
year to raise money for public awareness, 
prevention, screening and research. It is 
great to have so much support that we’re 
able to add a second walk.” 

When it began in 2004, the Colon 
Cancer Challenge was the first colorectal 

cancer public awareness event in New 
York City. Last year, more than 6,000 
people participated in the Challenge and 
raised close to $500,000 for colorectal 
cancer research. The Challenge continues 
to grow and attracts participants from 
48 states who help raise money to fight 
colorectal cancer – the second leading 
cancer killer in America.

Participants will enjoy a Remembrance 
and Prevention Walk on the grounds 
of one of Westchester’s most beautiful 
landscapes. Survivors are invited to 
participate in a special Survivor’s Victory 
Lap and photo in front of Reid Castle.

“Bringing the Challenge to Westchester 
is a very exciting way to start our second 
decade,” said CCCF Executive Director 
Catherine Montaldo, a Putnam Valley 
resident. “It means even more people will 
get involved in spreading the message of 
awareness and prevention, and allows us 
to include more people than ever before.”

The Westchester Colon Cancer 
Challenge starts at 10 a.m. this Sunday at 
Manhattanville College, 2900 Purchase 
St. in Purchase.

For more information about the Colon 
Cancer Challenge and the CCCF, visit 
www.coloncancerchallenge.org. 

Colon Cancer Challenge Expands to 
Second Walk at Manhattanville College

In little more 
than a month, 
Rye Playland 
will re-open 
for the season, 
complete with 
its nationally 
recognized 
80-year-old 
roller coaster 
and breathtaking 
128-foot drop.

Riding that 
roller coaster can be exhilarating. An 
adrenaline rush. You are filled with 
excited anticipation on the way up 
the steep climb. At the top, there is 
inevitable hesitation. Fear of impending 
danger. Then the plunge. If you are a 
true roller coaster fan, though, at the 
end of the ride there is an eagerness to 
jump on again.

I think that many investors, in recent 
months, feel they have been riding a 
roller coaster, with the stock market’s 
single-day 100-point jumps and 
declines. 

Now, however, is not the time to leave 

the park.  Rather, it is a good time to 
take advantage of market dips because 
it seems to me that an upward trajectory 
remains a good bet for the year ahead.

The increased volatility in the stock 
market in recent weeks does not mean 
the end of recovery.  Rather, it does 
provide opportunities to invest new 
capital at better prices. One investment 
firm lists the following industries as 
likely being the fastest growing in 
2014: biotechnology, Internet, airlines, 
transportation infrastructure, life 
sciences and real estate management 
and development.

Many investors still seem hesitant, as 
if they see themselves at the top of the 
roller coaster and are awaiting the next 
plunge. There are, however, still great 
opportunities for those willing to do a 
bit of homework to identify companies 
likely to increase dividend payouts.

Payout ratios now are about 32 
percent compared to the long-term 
average of nearly 55 percent. To me, 
that means there is still considerable 
room for dividend growth.

Of course, there are never any 

guarantees when it comes to future 
performance. A particular ongoing 
negative risk to global markets is 
the economy in China, a country 
that is quickly moving from being 
export driven 
to consumer 
demand driven. 
While that 
certainly means 
massive economic 
transition, 
and inevitable 
associated risk, it 
seems reasonable to expect that nation 
to maintain a growth rate in excess of 
6.5 percent.

As well, it is a good time to consider 
alternatives to more traditional 
investments, alternatives that might 
help reduce portfolio volatility while 
simultaneously providing better returns 
than fixed income securities. Choices 
worth consideration include hedge 
funds, commodities and real estate, 
perhaps through real estate investment 
trusts (REITs).  

Hedge funds are restricted to a low 

and limited number of accredited 
investors and are primarily organized 
as limited partnerships. As a result, 
the vast majority of hedge funds target 
institutions and very high net worth 

individuals. 
Hedge funds can 
also be illiquid 
with greater 
speculative risk 
than other types 
of investments.

Watching the 
roller coaster 

from the ground will ensure your 
safety--unless you are stung by a bee 
or hit in the head by a rider’s falling 
shoe. In other words, you can’t really 
ever guarantee your safety either at the 
amusement park or in the stock market. 
On the other hand, the only way to 
experience the exhilaration of the ride 
is to strap yourself in and go.

Kevin Peters is a managing director and 
financial adviser with Morgan Stanley 
Wealth Management in Purchase. He 
can be reached at 914-225-8451.

Investors Can Take Advantage of the Market’s Roller Coaster Ride

The Prudent 
Portfolio

The information contained in this column is not a solicitation to purchase or sell investments. Any information presented is general in nature and not intended to provide 
individually tailored investment advice. The strategies and/or investments referenced may not be suitable for all investors as the appropriateness of a particular investment or 
strategy will depend on an investor’s individual circumstances and objectives. The views expressed herein are those of the author and may not necessarily reflect the views of 
Morgan Stanley Wealth Management, or its affiliates Morgan Stanley Smith Barney, LLC, Member SIPC.

1. tumult (n.)
   A) a low mound  B) an uproar   C) an outspoken supporter

2. eminent (adj.)
   A) arousing excitement  B) having an opinion   C) distinguished 

3. shirk (v.)
   A) to avoid  B) peel off   C) travel back and forth

4. cavalcade (n.)
   A) a legal warning  B) an underground chamber  C) a procession

5. waylay (v.)
   A) to ambush  B) become angry   C) grow weak

6. depredation (n.)
   A) an act of plundering  B) a sad feeling   C) a loss of identity 

7. purloin (v.)
   A) to supply  B) steal   C) sacrifice 

8. prosy (adj.)
   A) optimistic  B) long-winded   C) commonplace

Hobbit Forming, March 25 is Tolkien Reading Day. The day is dedicated to reading the works 
of J.R.R. Tolkien, including “The Hobbit,” the source of this week’s quiz words, and “The Lord of 
the Rings.” Visit www.tolkiensociety.org for more information.  You may find a word in the quiz so 
precious that you’ll want to add it to your vocabulary.  

HISTORY MATTERS
A vocabulary-building quiz By Edward Goralski

ANSWERS:
1. B. Noisy commotion or disturbance of a crowd or 
mob; uproar
2. C. Outstanding, as in character or performance; 
distinguished 
3. A. To avoid or neglect

4. C. A procession of riders or horse-drawn car-
riages 
5. A. To lie in wait for or attack from ambush 
6. A. An act of plundering or pillaging or marauding
7. B. To steal, often in a violation of trust
8. C. Dull or commonplace  

By Kevin Peters
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ExaminEr mEdia Classifieds 032514
adoption
Unplanned Pregnancy? Caring local li-
censed adoption agency provides finan-
cial and emotional support. Choose from 
loving pre-approved families. Habla Es-
panol.  Call Joy  1-914-939-1180 or con-
fidential email: Adopt@ForeverFamilies-
ThroughAdoption.org

PRIVATE ADOPTION: We dream if 
adopting a newborn into our family that's 
filled with love & laughter. All legal  ex-
penses paid. Visit www.Dianal,ouAdopt.
com or call 1-800-477-7611

auctions
Buy or sell at AARauctions.com. Con-
tents of homes, businesses, vehicles and 
real estate. Bid NOW! AARauctions.com 
Lights, Camera, Auction. No longer the 
best kept secret.

auto donations
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

divorcE
DIVORCE $349 - Uncontested divorce 
papers prepared. Includes poor person 
application/waives government fees, if ap-
proved. One signature required. Separa-
tion agreements available. Make Divorce 
Easy - 518-274-0380.

EvEnts
RINALDIFLEAMARKETS.COM First 
Market. Sunday April 6th. 900 Dutchess 
Turnpike (Rt 44) Poughkeepsie NY. Free 
Admission & Parking.  Great Food, Bar-
gains.  Vendors Wanted! RINALDIFLEA-
MARKET.COM  See You There!

For salE
Privacy Hedges- SPRING Blowout Sale 6ft 
Arborvitae (cedar) Regular $129 Now $59 
Beautiful, Nursery Grown. FREE Installa-
tion/FREE delivery 518-536-1367 www.
lowcosttrees.com Limited Supply!

HEaltH
IF YOU USED THE BLOOD THIN-
NER PRADAXA and suffered internal 
bleeding, hemorrhaging, required hospi-
talization or a loved one died while taking 
Pradaxa between October 2010 and the 
present. You may be entitled to compen-
sation. Call Attorney Charles H. Johnson 
1-800-535-5727

HElp WantEd
Heating And Air Conditioning Techni-
cian Training! Fast Track, Hands On, Na-
tional Certification Program. Lifetime Job 
Placement. VA Benefits Eligible! 1-877-
994-9904

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here Get FAA 
approved Aviation Maintenance Techni-
cian training. Financial aid for qualified 
students Housing available. Job placement 
assistance. Call AIM 866-296-7093

HomE improvEmEnt
HAS YOUR BUILDING SHIFTED OR 
SETTLED? Contact Woodford Brothers 
Inc, for straightening, leveling, foundation 
and wood frame repairs at 1-800-OLD-
BARN. www.woodfordbros.com. "Not ap-
plicable in Queens county"

land For salE
CATSKILL FARM SHORT SALE 30 ac 
- $89,900 Big views, spring, woods, fields, 
town rd, utils! 2 hrs NYC! Below market! 
Terms! 888-479-3394 NewYorkLandan-
dLakes.com

ABUTS STATE LAND 10 acres - $29,900 
Southern Tier hilltop farm, views, fields, 
woods! EZ terms! Call 888-905-8847 New-
YorkLandandLakes.com

SURVIVAL LAND, Sedona, Arizona. 
Warm Climate & Safety; Includes Organic 
Topsoil, Excellent Water Sources: Well, 
Creek & Irrigation Canal. Huge Root Cel-
lar. Other Unique Homes -Sedona, Tubac, 
And Tucson, Arizona. (928) 300-5701. 
www.magiclandrealty.com

TIMBERLAND INVESTMENT 60acres 
- $99,900 Managed woodlands, stonewalls, 
views, great hunting! 2.5 hrs NYC! Abuts 
State Land! Terms avail! 888-476-4569

miscEllanEous
SAWMILLS from only $4897.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship. FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

mortgagEs
Ready to buy a home?We are ready to help. 
The State of NY Mortgage agency offers up 
to $15,000 down payment assistance. www.

sonyma.org. 1-800-382-HOME(4663).

out oF statE rEal EstatE
Sebastian, Florida Affordable custom 
factory constructed homes $45,900+, 
Friendly community, No Real Estate or 
State Income Taxes ,minutes to Atlantic 
Ocean. 772-581-0080, www.beach-cove.
com. Limited seasonal rentals

rEal EstatE
HILLTOP FARMHOUSE 6 acres - $99,900 
Great country getaway! 5 BR, 2 BA, decks, 
In law cottage! Views, ideal setting! 888-
701-7509  NewYorkLandandLakes.com

vacation rEntals
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open dai-
ly. Holiday Real Estate. 1-800-638-2102. 
Online reservations: www.holidayoc.com

WantEd
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jew-
elry, books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT
914-654-1683

CASH for Coins! Buying ALL Gold & Sil-
ver. Also Stamps & Paper Money, Entire 
Collections, Estates. Travel to your home. 
Call Marc in NY 1-800-959-3419

WindoWs
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS $179 IN-
STALLED WHITE DOUBLE HUNG 
TILT-INS LIFETIME WARRANTY 
$1,500 Manufacturer†Rebate Available 
Major Credit Card Accepted CALL RICH 
866-272-7533

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR

OverÊ500ÊVacationÊHomes,Ê
fromÊDuckÊtoÊCorolla,Ê

OceanfrontÊtoÊSoundfront,Ê
PrivateÊPools,ÊHotÊTubs,Ê

PetsÊandÊMoreÉ

rindley
each

V A C A T I O N S Ê & Ê S A L E S

BookÊOnlineÊatÊÊwww.brindleybeach.com
1-877-642-3224

Ò S E R V I C E Ê F I R S TÉ Ê F U N ÊA LWAY S ! Ó

Outer Banks, NC Vacation Homes!Outer Banks, NC Vacation Homes!

GOLDBERG & OSBORNE
1-800-THE-EAGLE
(1-800-843-3245)

www.1800theeagle.com

915 W. Camelback Rd.
Phoenix, AZ 85013

Open 7 days

a week

Important news for DIABETICS with
BLADDER CANCER

The diabetes drug, ACTOS®, has been linked to an increased 
risk of bladder cancer. If you or a loved one has been 
diagnosed with bladder cancer after taking ACTOS®, ACTOplus 
met®, ACTOplus MET® XR or duetact®, call us now about 
making a claim for substantial monetary compensation.  No 
fees or costs until your case settles. We practice law only in 
Arizona, but associate with lawyers throughout the U.S.

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm for 

the next week’s publication

To Place a 
Classified Ad 

call 914-864-0878
or e-mail classifieds

@theexaminernews.com
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The world of 
wine distribution is 
a tangled, complex 
and many times 
confusing arena. 
With the repeal 
of Prohibition in 
1933, the federal 
government felt 
compelled to 
regulate the newly 

revitalized domestic wine and liquor 
industry after its 13-year hiatus, by 
controlling the wine distribution pipeline 
and presumably preventing organized 
crime from exercising its political and 
logistical clout to control all, or a portion 
of, the industry.

The system in place today in New York 
is very much the same legal structure as 
was initiated by the federal government 
80 years ago. This structure, commonly 
referred to as the “three-tier system,” 
dictates the roles of the three parties 
typically involved in the sale of wine (and 
liquor). A winery typically must engage a 
wholesaler to distribute its wines. A retailer 
or restaurant must engage a wholesaler to 
source its wines. With the wholesalers/
distributors becoming the focal point of 
all wine sales, they are largely in control of 
the flow of all wine and liquor in New York 
and the rest of the United States. 

Last week, a high-profile retail group 
of companies was identified as a possible 
violator of New York State Liquor 
Authority (SLA) regulations, subjecting 
the group to potential fines and temporary 
loss of its liquor license. 

The retail group? The restaurants and 
food halls owned and run by the “Italian 
Triumvirate”--Mario Batali, Joe Bastianich 
and Joe’s mother, Lidia. Together they have 
an ownership interest in and manage over 
10 eateries in New York, including Tarry 
Lodge (in Port Chester), 
Del Posto, Babbo, Felidia, 
Becco, Esca, Otto, Lupo, 
Casa Mono and their quasi-
franchise Manhattan retail 
stores Eataly and Eataly 
Scuola. These three have 
spent decades creating a 
vast empire of highly regarded and highly 
popular restaurants. 

While the SLA issues came as somewhat 
of a surprise, this group has stretched the 
legal boundaries before. Remember the 
tip skimming scandal at Del Posto last 
year that resulted in a multimillion dollar 
settlement? 

The SLA referenced violations: 
interlocking interest and false material 

statement. There has been a consensus 
in the wine industry that the Bastianich 
family (but not Batali) has an interlocking 
interest by importing wines and offering 
them for sale at the wine shop at Eataly 
and on a few of their restaurant wine lists. 
Plus, this information apparently was 
not previously disclosed, thus the false 
statement allegation. 

While perhaps not in compliance with 
the letter of the law, it seems the SLA 
has been leaving it to the Bastianiches to 

interpret the spirit of the law. 
Until now. The letter of the 
law states a retail wine shop/
restaurant and a producer 
must maintain a legal wall 
between each operation. 
Apparently, it is the Eataly 
wine shop that is the target 

of the SLA. 
The potential penalties are significant. 

A $500,000 fine and a suspension of the 
group’s liquor license at each named 
location for six months. Needless to say, 
this would be devastating; the restaurants 
would effectively be shut down. Even 
worse, one or both of the Bastianiches may 
be required to relinquish ownership in the 
restaurants, food hall and/or wine shop.

The likely penalties: Only the SLA 
can decide their fate, but it seems that, 
like most government agencies’ modus 
operandi, a hefty monetary penalty will 
be exacted for the state’s coffers. One or 
both of the Bastianiches may have to step 
away from one or more of their ventures. 
A rescission of the various liquor licenses 
seems onerous and will likely be negotiated 
out of a settlement.  

I’m reminded of the legal precept from 
my college law class--the letter of the law 
trumps the spirit of the law. I would think 
that the SLA will consider intent as a 
primary consideration. 

Are these issues the tip of the iceberg, 
extending to other importer/retailers, or a 
witch hunt against high-profile operators?  
By the time you read this column it is 
likely the SLA will have elaborated on its 
issues and perhaps negotiated a settlement. 
Shame on the Italian Triumvirate and their 
cadre of lawyers for opening the door to 
regulatory intervention.

Nick Antonaccio is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years he 
has conducted numerous wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

The Regulators Are Always Lurking in the Shadows

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

By Nick Antonaccio

‘ following the letter or the spirit of the law?’

It’s all about you.

You bet it does. So we’re devising a system to 
let you record and upload what you see. To give 
the public access to the information they need. 
Big things are happening at PCTV. Find out how 
you can get involved at pctv76.org. And have a 
positive impact on your community. Winter, 
spring, summer, and the occasional fall.

A TREE FALLS ON
BEDFORD ROAD. 
DOES IT MAKE 
AN IMPACT?   

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

What's hot this week at Somers Custom Framing?

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!
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Pace goalie Timothy Izzo outlets 
the ball in the final moments of  
Saturday’s 11-10 loss to Southern 
New Hampshire.

Above: Pace’s William Scioscia, who had three 
goals, controls the ball behind the cage.

Left: Pace third baseman John Kukura gets set to 
field a grounder down the line.

Pace University
2014 Home Openers
Saturday, March 22

SPORTS
SCENE

The Setters’ Thomas Gilmore takes the ball across the field in Saturday’s home opener in Pleasantville.

Matt Cossidente goes on the attack vs. Southern New Hampshire. He scored three goals.

Above: Pace’s Alicia Marino, the former 
Pleasantville High School star, patrols leftfield 
during Saturday’s home-opening doubleheader.
Left: Pinch-runner Marissa Cerniglia hangs onto 
her helmet as she scores the winning run in the 
Setters’ 5-4 win in Saturday’s nightcap.

Above: Pace catcher Nikole Larm, a freshman 
from Brewster, listens in during a team chat 
between innings on Saturday.
Right: Pace shortstop Jeane Drury scampers to 
her right for a grounder in the hole.

ExaminerSports
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Pace’s Ryan Valdez moves the ball along the 
right sideline during the second period when the 
Setters outscored Southern New Hampshire 6-0.

Pace players (left to right) Marty Schnellenbach, 
William Scioscia, Matt Gebhardt and Robert 
Maddia celebrate a Setter goal in Saturday’s 
home opener.

Pace second baseman Lana Buchbinder chases a 
grounder during the 5-4 victory over St. Anselm 
in the second game of  Saturday’s doubleheader.

Above: Kaitlynn Nelson delivers a pitch in the 
Setters’ 5-4 victory over St. Anselm in the second 
game of  Saturday’s doubleheader.
Right: Mike Jeannetti pitches in relief  against 
Southern New Hampshire in the Setters’ home 
opener on Saturday.

Jeremy Koch of  Pace tries to get to the cage in the Setters’ 11-10 loss to Southern New Hampshire.

Setter first baseman Ian Wukitsch awaits a pickoff  throw vs. Southern New Hampshire.

The Setters’ Natalie Gellos lofts a fly ball toward 
centerfield.

Samantha Garcia of  Pace smacks a pitch vs. St. 
Anselm.

Pace starting hurler Jonathan Silva delivers a 
pitch in Saturday’s doubleheader.

David Pepe fouls a pitch down the leftfield line in 
the Setters’ home opener.

Tom Midolo, who homered in the first game of  
Saturday’s doubleheader, takes a lead at first 
base.

The Setters’ Chris Gili pulls a pitch to left in the 
4-2 loss in game one of  Saturday’s twinbill.
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To purchase a digital file, email us at 
photos@theexaminernews.com. 

Just include the name of the student athlete  
featured in the picture or pictures you’re  

interested in buying, the Tuesday publication 
date in which the image or images appeared 

and the page number or numbers.  
Photos are $20 each.

Like
our 

SPorTS 
PhoToS? 

Spring Softball 
FREE Open Scrimmages
Coed 20 Plus & Men’s 50 Plus

Free Agents Welcome!
Want to play softball this 
spring but don’t have a 
team? 
We’ll place you on an 
existing team or help you 
form a new team!

Location: Navajo Fields at the Yorktown Sports Complex

Men’s 50 Plus players: 10 AM Saturday, March 29
Coed 20 Plus players: 10 AM Sunday, March 30

More info:

914-962-8390 ext 10 
ysaleagues.com

y s a l e a g u e s . c o m

By Jake Elman
Over the past few years, the Fox Lane 

boys’ lacrosse team has been among 
the most consistent  in the conference, 
unfortunately because of finishing with 
an 8-9 record in each of the last three 
seasons. Despite a coaching change in 
2012, when Chris Coughlin took the 
reins from Chris Vazzano, the team is 
still looking for its first winning season 
since 2010. 

This just might be the year, though. 
Featuring a diverse team in both age and 
talent, this group of Foxes could turn out 
to be the best lacrosse squad the school 
has fielded since the 2010 team finished 
11-6.

Cullen Morgan, a sophomore who 
committed to Syracuse this past fall to 
play Division 1 lacrosse starting in 2016, 
believes that this year’s Foxes could win 
their league title.

“After seeing us practice for the first 
week, my faith has definitely increased,” 
Morgan said recently, shortly after a 
grueling practice designed to help the 
Foxes prepare for the difficult season 
ahead. “We’ve been working on a new 
offense, have multiple faceoff men, and 
we still have an extremely powerful 
defense, which is our strength. I’m really 

looking forward for the season to get 
underway.”

“We’ve set our expectations high,” 
added senior Jack Alexander, who early 
on has cemented himself as the team’s 
leader on and off the field. “We’re a very 
young team with great potential and 
after a strong start to the first week of 
practice, I’m excited to see the energy 
our guys bring day in and day out. “Our 
league is competitive, but I think we have 
the right combination of work ethic and 
talent to make a legitimate run.

One player who the Foxes will need 
to step up this season if they have any 
hopes of winning the league is junior 
Lennon Jobin. He sat out last season 
due to a knee injury that ultimately 
required surgery, but 11 months after 
the operation, the longhaired junior says 
that his knee is ‘feeling fantastic’ and he’s 
ready to succeed this season.

“Last year was frustrating because I 
was excited to play, but the knee injury 
cost me my season,” Jobin recalled prior 
to a practice last week. “But, what doesn’t 
kill you makes you stronger, and that’s 
why this season I’m expecting big things 
from myself and my team.”

What makes this team a potential 
league champion is not just what can be 
seen on the field, but also the morale in 
the locker room. The 2014 Foxes are made 
up of unselfish players that put the team 
before themselves. Jackson Sanguily, a 
junior, believes that philosophy of “team 
before me” is the key to success. 

“We have good chemistry and we 
know how to work together,” Sanguily 
remarked, pleased that the start of the 
regular season is rapidly approaching. 
“We’ve discovered what needs to be done 
to be stronger than past years and it’s 
working out great. I believe this season 
we will do big things and make a name 
for ourselves.

The Foxes’ season begins this Saturday 
with a home game against Putnam 
Valley, a team they beat 7-5 a year ago. 
If they are to come out on top again and 
go on to have a winning season, Morgan, 
for one,  has a good idea of what has to 
happen.

“This year, we will need to play as a 
whole unit and not as individuals,” he 
said, displaying a sense of leadership 
uncommon for an underclassman. “If 
we can get the entire offense to play as 
a unit, we will be very successful this 
season.”

Fox Lane Boys’ Lax Team Seeking a Winning Formula

Senior middie Andrew Harrison moves the ball up 
the field in a game vs. Brewster last year.

Senior attackman Adam Markhoff  tries to get to 
the goal against Byram Hills. 

Advertise in The Examiner  •  914-864-0878  •  advertising@theexaminernews.com
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Panthers Hoping to Build on Last Year’s Success
By Andy Jacobs

After coming within one victory of 
reaching the Class B championship game 
a year ago, the Pleasantville baseball team 
has set some lofty goals for the 2014 season 
and beyond.

“Last year, we felt that we made some 
steps in a great direction for us as a good 
program,” Panthers coach Bob Jordon 
was saying last week, “understanding that 
maybe each year we can be considered a 
quality program.”

Jordon, about to begin his 25th season 
at the Pleasantville helm, has plenty of 
reasons to expect big things from his team 
when its season gets started on the road 
next Monday afternoon against Horace 
Greeley. The Panthers went 16-7 a year 
ago, winning two games in the playoffs, 
highlighted by an  immensely satisfying 
quarterfinal-round triumph over their 
archrival, two-time defending champion 
Briarcliff. 

“We feel really good going into this year,” 
said Jordon, “because we have a lot of those 
pieces back, including many of the innings 
from last year from our pitchers with Drew 
Marino and a few other players returning.”

Marino was on the mound as a freshman 
for the Panthers in last year’s sectional 
semifinal when they fell to top-seeded 
Rye Neck with a berth in the title game at 
Provident Bank Park up for grabs. He had 
spent a good portion of the season as the 
team’s catcher before emerging as a starting 
pitcher Jordon knew he could rely on.

“It was midway through that we decided 
we needed to get him a couple of starts 
because we had a lot of games backed 
up,” said Jordon. “Once he went out there, 
we said we have to give him more starts. 
And with that, he just developed more 
and more, and he had a great summer 
and fall season. I think his best attribute is 
his ability to hold runners on as a former 
catcher. He has that as well as being able to 
throw his breaking pitches for strikes and 
keeping the batters off balance.”

While Marino figures to be the ace of the 
Panther staff for a while, a battle is currently 
brewing for the number-two starter in the 
rotation. Jordon is looking at juniors Shane 
Coolen and Mike Nuccio, along with Chris 
Satriale, a sophomore who, according to 
his coach, “came up with us at the end of 
the year and really opened our eyes.” 

While Jordon knows he can count 
on pitching this season, he also has the 

luxury of lots of experience up and down 
his lineup, starting with Anthony Godino, 
who will lead off and play centerfield for 
the third year in a row.

“We look forward to him having a 
breakout season as a senior for us,” said 
Jordon about Godino, who has already 
committed to playing at Division 1 Wagner 
College a year from now. 

The other outfield positions will go to 
lefty-swinging James Leyden, who moves 
from first base this year, and Coolen when 
he’s not on the mound. Several players up 
from the junior varsity will also contend 
for some playing time in the outfield, 
especially when Leyden does some 
pitching.  

The Panthers’ starting infield has already 
been decided, except at second base, where 
a pair of sophomores are still fighting it 
out. Senior Austin Greto, once a question 
mark, has earned the starting nod at 
shortstop after missing the two previous 

years due to injury. According to Jordon, 
“he’s looked very solid there.”

John Tucci returns at third base, where 
he started as a sophomore last season. 
At first base will be either Marino or 
Nuccio, depending on the day’s pitching 
assignment. Junior Thomas Marrone, 
brought up last year to take the place of 
Marino behind the plate, will again be the 
starting catcher. 

“I think in order for us to be successful, 
we have to control the pitching,” said 
Jordon, who surpassed 300 wins at 
Pleasantville late in the 2012 season. “Since 
that’s our strength, I think that’s gotta 
come in every day. And we’re gonna have 
to play good defense behind it. With our 
second baseman and shortstop being new, 
they’re gonna have to play well for us to be 
successful.”

The Panthers’ home schedule includes 
half a dozen games at Parkway Field, two 
or three at Pace University and one each 
at Dutchess Stadium and Provident Bank 
Park, the impressive home of the Rockland 
Boulders and, perhaps more importantly, 

also the sectional championship game. 
“That could be one of the reasons we 

scheduled a game there,” said Jordon with 
a laugh.

Whether or not the Panthers can take 
the next step and get to the Class B title 
game remains to be seen, but Jordon has 
certainly liked what he has witnessed from 
his team in preseason workouts.

“We have a great attitude,” he said. 
“We have good leadership with the three 
seniors that we have. They know last year 
was something that was close and that we 
came back this year trying to finish it.”

John Tucci stays ready at the hot corner.
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Starts June 30th — The fun continues all summer long!W
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SUMMER CAMP
SWIM, TENNIS & MORE

Early registration DISCOUNTS available!

BRIARCLIFF — 914-250-2768

Sophomore Drew Marino delivers to the plate.

Panther leadoff  hitter Anthony Godino runs the 
bases.

Pleasantville junior Shane Coolen swings the bat.

Outfielder James Leyden awaits a pitch.
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Matt Gebhardt Controls the Ball
for the Pace University Setters
in Their Home Debut on Saturday
Against Southern New Hampshire

Opening
Act

Dream Kitchens & Baths

• CRAFT-MAID
• BIRCHCRAFT
• HOLIDAY
• CABICO 
• STONE
• QUARTZ
• CORIAN
• DECORATIVE     HARDWARE

164 Harris Road 
Bedford Hills
914.241.3046 
www.euphoriakitchens.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1965

HOURS: 
Tuesday - Friday 10:30am-5pm 
Saturday 11am-4pm 

GC Lic.#WC-16224-HO5

Complete Design and Installation Services


