
By Neal Rentz
Following roughly two hours of often 

contentious and emotional debate, the 
Mount Pleasant voted 4-1 last week to 
block a proposed group home for four 
autistic adults in Thornwood.

The board rejected Devereux New 
York’s proposal for the house located 
at 659 Belleview Ave. because Mount 
Pleasant is saturated with group homes 
and land owned by nonprofit groups that 
is off the tax rolls. 

Supervisor Joan Maybury said she has 
sympathy for families with loved ones 
who would have been living at the site, 
but she could not support the proposal. 
The town has 41 facilities operated by 
nonprofit organizations, and she said 
taking additional properties off the tax 

By Janine Bowen
Pleasantville residents came out 

in full force last Monday to heavily 
criticize a floating zone to accommodate 
Benchmark Senior Living’s proposed 
assisted living facility. 

The three-hour public hearing at 
village hall focused on the text and 
map change sought by the applicant to 
create the zone for an 87-unit facility on 
Bedford Road, just north of the United 
Methodist Church. 

The zone, which would create unique 
requirements to allow the project, calls 
for the land to be at least a quarter-mile 
from a commercial area, have frontage 
on a state or county road and be outside 
a five-mile radius of other floating 
districts. A map of all potential floating 
zone districts is shown on the village 

website. 
“When I hear this clever idea for 

a floating district, it chills me to the 
marrow of my bones,” said Richard 
Vastola, who formerly served on the 
village planning commission and helped 
develop Pleasantville’s Master Plan. “If 
you can put a stake in the [residential] 
zoning protection, then everything else 
is up for grabs.” 

Vastola told the board that the goal 
of the original Master Plan was to place 
residents’ preferences first and asked 
officials to put the Benchmark decision 
to a referendum.

Others argued that all Pleasantville 
residents should have received official 
notice of the hearing because the 
floating zone could potentially impact 

By Martin Wilbur
The developer of the stalled Chappaqua 

affordable housing project has filed a 
discrimination complaint against New 
Castle alleging that the municipality is 
delaying the building’s development based 
on potential residents’ race or ethnicity.

Conifer Realty, LLC submitted its 
complaint to the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 
on March 6, claiming that the town, 
through Building Inspector William 
Maskiell, has failed to move forward with 
building permits after intense community 
opposition has continued to swell against 
the 28-unit building slated for Hunts 
Place.

Maskiell and Westchester County 
have also been named respondents in 

the matter. In December, the Board of 
Legislators narrowly rejected a resolution 
that would have provided about $2.85 
million for the project from county funds 
available under the affordable housing 
settlement with the federal government. 
A majority of the legislators agreed to 
wait to issue funding until the state 
Hudson Valley Regional Board of Review 
approves variances related to firefighting 
and building codes.

The board of review has yet to make a 
decision, although a hearing was opened 
in December. It is scheduled to reconvene 
on Apr. 8 in Cortlandt. However, Conifer’s 
attorney, Randall McLaughlin, has asked 
for a change of venue to have the matter 
heard with the regional board in Albany, 
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Devereux New York Executive Director John 
O’Keefe discussed a plan to open a group home 
for men with autism at the March 11 Mount 
Pleasant Town Board meeting.

New Castle Police Chief  Charles Ferry presents town residents Frank Nestro, center, and Ken 
Martin with commendations at last week’s town board meeting recognizing them for their 
brave actions to help a town police officer on Jan. 22 near the Chappaqua train station. At 
about 6:45 a.m., Officer Sean McNeill encountered a man who attempted to take his gun from 
his holster. Nestro and Martin immediately assisted, helping O’Neill to fend off  the attacker. 
“Had you not been observant and willing to take action, this incident could have ended with 
tragic consequences,” Ferry said.
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other areas of the village. By law, the 
board is only required to send notice by 
mail to those residents who live within 
500 feet of the site. 

Some were also concerned that the 
distributed notice did not make a 
specific reference to the map change 
portion of the amendment. 

“I don’t think it should move forward 
without better, more complete notice,” 
said Nannyhagan Road resident Joan 
Horton.

Mayor Peter Scherer agreed to adjourn 
the hearing until next Monday, March 
24 due to notification concerns and the 
volume of comments.

Residents raised questions about how 
the inclusion of an assisted living facility 
in a residential area would impact 
neighborhood character. Maple Hill 
homeowner Monica Strobel said under 
the current village code, restaurants 
cannot have outdoor seating past 10 p.m. 
and gas stations must turn off outdoor 
lights by that hour. Benchmark, in 
contrast, will be causing light pollution 
and traffic 24 hours a day. 

Bedford Road resident Pam O’Keefe 
brought up the potential for increased 
traffic, something that is already an issue 
in the village. 

“It makes me very concerned that 
there will be ambulances, and there will 

be trucks, and there will be a lot more 
cars and people,” O’Keefe said. “And it’s 
only in a two-square-mile village, so 
how much more can we really take?” 

Pleasantville Volunteer Ambulance 
Corps (PVAC) member Gale Wind said 
Benchmark would place added burden 
on the corps, which struggles to attract 
new volunteers. 

Benchmark would contract its own 
ambulance service for nonemergencies, 
but would rely on PVAC for medical 
emergencies. 

Multiple residents said Pleasantville 
would lose elements that have made the 
village attractive should be the project 
be built.

“The Village of Pleasantville, by its 
own definition … is a small, basically 
residential village,” said resident Bill 
Stoller. “That’s what we bought into, 
that’s why we moved here, that’s why we 
stay here. It’s a different kind of place 
than almost any other Westchester area 
you can think of.”

“To do what is being proposed to be 
done here, to put a large commercial 
facility in a residential neighborhood 
in Pleasantville, fundamentally changes 
what Pleasantville is,” he added.  

Several residents supported 
Benchmark. Mary Gregorius, a rector at 
St. John’s Episcopal Church, countered 
arguments that the facility would alter 

the village’s character.
“Does the character of Pleasantville 

change because we allow space for 
people to grow old in place? I don’t 
think that that changes our character 
negatively,” she said. 

Lois Somer, a senior citizen who lives 
on Pleasantville Road, urged the board to 
approve the zoning because Benchmark 
would fill a void in the community. 

“We all know that Pleasantville has 
been losing, for decades, friends [and] 
neighbors who want to stay.… Many, 
if not most, would have used a senior 
assisted living facility to be able to 
maintain their health and stay in town. 
This is an opportunity for us to solve a 
serious problem,” she said. 

Scherer said should the project move 
forward local seniors and families would 
benefit. 

“We know these stories in ways that 
the rest of the community doesn’t, about 
seniors who very, very much want to 
stay in the Village of Pleasantville and 
who are living in conditions that place 
them at risk because the desire to stay 
in Pleasantville exceeds everything else,” 
he said.

The village has received more than 90 
letters and emails from residents who 
support the project, compared to 57 
letters in opposition, Scherer said.

Benchmark is currently in contract to 

buy the land from the United Methodist 
Church pending the approval of the 
floating zone. 

“It is very important to us that we 
contribute to the community,” Pastor 
Suhee Kim said. “The church chose to 
propose an assisted living project to 
address a longstanding community need 
and a project that is consistent with our 
mission.” 

Kim noted that Benchmark has 
already made several modifications to 
its original plan in response to residents’ 
concerns and is confident the company 
will be a good neighbor.

Despite assertions that the senior 
living facility would address a 
community need, many residents 
questioned whether elderly Pleasantville 
residents would be able to afford the 
$8,000 a month rent. 

Public comments will remain open 
this week until the public hearing 
resumes. The board hopes to vote on 
the zoning amendment by the end of 
the month, prior to the retirement 
of Trustee Brian Skarstad, whose  
term expires March 31. Scherer said 
the current board has studied and  
evaluated the proposal for more  
than a year and should make the 
decision.  
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part of the village as long as the agreed 
upon conditions are met. 

“It can be anywhere in the village,” 
Dwyer said. “Commercial area, 
residential area, industrial area provided 
that these underlying conditions are 
met.”

One major change Benchmark has 
made from the design presented more 
than two months ago is the location of 
the facility’s entrance point. The updated 
version has the entrance on Bedford 
Road rather than using Maple Hill Road 
with vehicles cutting through the church 
lot. The latter proposal drew the ire of 
Maple Hill Road residents during an 
informational meeting on the proposal 
in late November.

Scherer said he was happy that 
Benchmark is adjusting its plans after 
hearing the neighbors’ concerns. Close 
to a dozen neighbors attended last 
week’s meeting, with four residents 
speaking following the presentation 
by Benchmark’s representatives. The 
residents were generally skeptical about 
the proposal regarding issues such 
as potential noise, the use and mass 
of the 24,000-square-foot building, 
environmental impacts and the amount 

of buffer between the structure and rest 
of the neighborhood.

“I am certainly pleased thus far with 
the responsiveness of Benchmark in 
terms of the documents they have 
provided that I think will give everyone a 
chance to take a look at it,” Scherer said. 
“But there is a lot to be said down the 
road.”

One of the neighbors who spoke at the 
meeting, Daniel Blaney, said afterward 
that while it was encouraging Benchmark 
addressed the potential traffic problem 
on the residential street, he still has other 
concerns. Blaney questioned whether 
the jobs generated by the facility would 
be for village residents. Also, he was 
concerned if Pleasantville, which relies 
on volunteers for its ambulance and 
fire services, can handle the four-story 
building Benchmark is proposing.

Blaney said he was concerned with 
the property value of the houses in 
the neighborhood if Benchmark does 
develop there.

The board approved motions declaring 
itself lead agency and to refer the 
application to the planning commission.

what Madonna was hoping to do with 
the property, including providing sewers 
for the immediate neighbors, but needed 
to iron out the critical issues that have 
been raised. She said the board wanted 
the project to succeed if it were to move 
forward and that means putting in the time 
to whittle its size to an appropriate level 
before significant money is spent.

“But the density of the project, hearing 
from the town board, they’re feeling like it’s 
a little bit out of the scope of what they’re 
willing to accept,” DiDonato-Roth said.

No alternate number of units was 
mentioned by board members or Director 
of Planning Adam  Kaufman.

In addition to density and traffic issues, 
some residents at previous forums have 
expressed concern that the mass of the 
buildings would appear to be too great. The 
units would be contained in three separate 
structures, although total footprint would 
not exceed that of six private homes, 
Madonna said. Furthermore, the buildings’ 
height would not exceed a house that is 
currently on the grounds that is slated to 
be removed and trees would be planted for 
additional screening.

A date for the work session was not 
announced last week.

New Castle’s Beginnings--Our 
Founding Farms will trace the town’s 
origins from Native American lands 
through the farms of the 19th century, 
to the large estates and housing 
developments that turned New Castle 
into the community we know today. A 
focus on several local farms and their 
products will be featured–Sutton Farm, 
Dodge Farm, Brann Farm, Taylor and 
Annandale Farms, and of course, the 
Greeley Farm.

There will be interactive aspects to this 
exhibit plus a seminar series featuring 
speakers from local farms operating 
today.

Join an opening reception to be held 
on Sunday, March 3 from 3 to 5 p.m. The 
exhibit will run through the year at the 
New Castle Historical Society, 100 King 
St. in  Chappaqua. Hours are Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday from 
1 to 4 p.m. or by appointment at 914-238-
4666.
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By Martin Wilbur
The proprietor who thought she had 

reached an agreement with New Castle 
officials to operate a restaurant at the 
Chappaqua train station has vowed to 
fight the town unless a lease agreement is 
extended to her.

Chappaqua resident Carla Gambescia, 
owner of the Italian cafe and restaurant 
Via Vanti! in Mount Kisco, issued a one-
sentence statement Sunday night promising 
to force a permissive referendum if she is 
blocked from opening a second location 
of her establishment at the town-owned 
station building. 

“In the event the lease is not extended  to 
Via Vanti! I have directed my attorneys 
to file a petition to compel a permissive 
referendum on the question of the leasing 
of the station,” Gambescia’s statement read.

The latest development came five 
days after Supervisor Robert Greenstein 
confirmed on March 11 that officials would 
be listening to new proposals. In addition 
to Gambescia, the board also heard a 
presentation from Chappaqua residents 
Peter and Erin Chase, who run their own 
hospitality and development management 
company and are responsible for opening 
and operating restaurants and bars around 
the world.

At the board’s work session tonight 
(Tuesday), officials are expected to listen to 
presentations from two more restaurateurs, 

Gerry Petraglia, owner of Station Cafe and 
Grill at the Hawthorne train station, and 
Leslie Lampert, owner of Cafe of Love 
in Mount Kisco. A Request for Proposal 
(RFP) is also scheduled to be issued, which 
could result in additional possibilities.

Last November, Gambesia received a 
copy of the lease from the previous town 
board but an apparent misunderstanding 
over whether the building’s bathrooms 
would be open to the public during hours 
of operation appeared to have scuttled the 
deal.

Attorney P. Daniel Hollis, who appeared 
with Gambescia at her presentation last 
week, said “there is no rational basis” for 
the town board to re-open the process after 
last year’s board issued a lease to his client.

He said to force Gambescia to now 
compete against other proprietors after she 
had been presented with a lease is unfair 
because that lease’s terms, including what 
she was prepared to pay in rent, is now part 
of the public record.

“There’s been no vote to rescind or not 
to honor the previous RFP, or to honor the 
lease,” Hollis said. “If what we’re here for is 
because there was a misunderstanding as 
to whether the bathrooms were going to 
be open all the time or whether or not the 
rent, which while we’re not going to talk 
about it anymore we have talked about it 
before, that’s where the playing field comes 
in and that’s where the playing field is not 

level.”
However, Councilman Adam Brodsky 

said when he saw the copy of last year’s 
RFP from the previous town board, it 
clearly stated that the bathrooms must be 
available for public use. Once Gambescia 
started to negotiate that point, the town 
had no choice but to look elsewhere, 
Brodsky said.

“The town needs to recognize the need 
of the residents to utilize the bathrooms 
and we’re weighing the need of the tenant 
versus the needs of the town,” he said.

Greenstein said that condition was “100 
percent a requirement” but acknowledged 
there was a breakdown in communication.

Gambescia responded that she never 

saw the RFP and that the bathroom 
requirement was never previously 
mentioned to her. She was told of other 
requirements, such as not to touch the 
exterior of the 112-year-old building and 
that the establishment would have to 
operate on electric rather than gas.

She said she “absolutely” would have 
agreed to permit the public full access to 
the bathroom, just as she does in Mount 
Kisco.

“I have never turned anybody away 
and for me it seems really ridiculous we’re 
even talking about this because if it was 
simply said to me it’s like fine, no biggie,” 
Gambescia said.

Via Vanti! Owner Pledges to Fight New Castle on Train Station Lease

The New Castle Town Board is once again searching for a proprietor to operate a food establishment out 
of  the Chappaqua train station building but one business owner believes she is entitled to that space.
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rolls is unfair to town residents.
“This is not NIMBYism,” Maybury said. 

“This is enough is enough.”
Devereux New York’s proposal is one 

of two group home proposals being 
considered by town officials. Another 
agency, Ferncliff Manor, is asking for 
approvals to house up to six residents at 
330 Bear Ridge Rd. in Pleasantville. 

The supervisor also said the house fails 
to meet town code. The home has three 
bedrooms on the second floor and one on 
the first floor, but the first-floor bedroom 
is not permitted under its certificate of 
occupancy. 

Laura and Anton Vdaj, the owners of 
the house, vehemently denied they are 
noncompliant with building codes. 

Despite the board’s vote, the issue is 
far from settled. Devereux New York 
Executive Director John O’Keefe said 
following the meeting his agency would 

appeal the decision to the state. Typically, 
it takes three to four months for an appeal 
hearing to be scheduled, said Edvin 
Kuruvial of the Office for People with 
Developmental Disabilities. 

Three of the would-be residents have 
family in Mount Pleasant and all four 
would participate in a weekday work 
program in Ossining, he said. 

“We are low key,” O’Keefe said. “We try 
to blend in.”

O’Keefe said Devereux operates 14 
group homes serving 90 clients and was 
eyeing the Mount Pleasant home for 
young adults who will graduate from the 
organization’s educational programs. 

Leslie Long, director of adult services 
for Autism Speaks, quoted Centers for 
Disease Control statistics that one in 88 
children in the United States is on the 
spectrum. Long argued that group homes 
allow adults with autism to live near their 
families.

Mount Pleasant residents and Devereux 
trustees James and Kim Schwab presented 
a video about their son, Jackson, who 
would be one of the residents. They called 
the discussion “a great teaching moment” 
for the community.

O’Keefe said there would be two staff 
members at the group home at all times. 
The house has a two-car garage with a 
driveway, which would provide ample 
parking, although Maybury said she was 

skeptical the garage and driveway would 
have sufficient space.

Public opinion among those who spoke 
at the hearing was divided. Resident Ivy 
Oze pointed out the adults have local 
roots. 

“They deserve to be part of our 
community,” she said.

Another resident, Marisa Jost, the 
mother of an autistic son, became 
emotional when voicing her support for 
the project. 

“Who’s going to take care of him after I 
die?” she asked. 

Carol Lappin said her son would be one 
of the residents of the proposed group 
home. She and her family has to drive 95 
miles each way to the Devereux facility in 
upstate Red Hook to see their son. Her 
son should be able to live near his family 
after he completes the program in Red 
Hook, Lappin said. 

However, those in opposition cited 
safety concerns, noting that that house is 
situated on a hill with a 21 percent grade.

“Residents know how unsafe that hill 
is,” said resident Gale Peterson, adding 
that during a recent snowstorm she was 
unable to drive her car up the hill and had 
to walk to her house. 

Another resident, Laura Halzer, said 
she was worried about the staff members’ 
backgrounds.

“I don’t know where they’re coming 

from,” Halzer said. 
Councilman Carl Fulgenzi cited the 

steep hill and safety issue as one reason 
for his opposition to the proposal, 

“The difficulty of that grade concerns 
me,” he said.

It would also be unfair to Mount 
Pleasant taxpayers to have another entity 
in town that does not pay property taxes, 
Councilwoman Laurie Smalley said. 

Councilman Denis McCarthy, the 
lone dissenting vote, said he would have 
preferred a different location for the 
proposed group home. While he agreed 
with his colleagues that the town already 
has enough properties off the tax rolls, 
this home is different from other facilities 
in Mount Pleasant, he said.

 “People with autism don’t harm 
people; they don’t deserve to be compared 
to incorrigible youth with mental issues, 
nor as juvenile offenders or criminals 
who are capable of being responsible for 
their actions as well as recovering from 
their behavior,” McCarthy said. “These 
four young adults with autism have a 
developmental and neurological disability 
that was not created by their actions. They 
already reside in proximity or adjacent to 
our community, and deserve a chance 
to live close to their families with the 
support structures needed to  live with 
peace and dignity.” 

Mount Pleasant Town Board Blocks Group Home Proposal
continued from page 1
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By Martin Wilbur
Westchester County continues to 

wait for North Castle officials to make 
a decision regarding the future site of 
a historic landmark that needs to be 
restored.

A town committee is still mulling where 
to permanently place the deteriorating 
276-year-old Elijah Miller House/
Washington’s Headquarters, now standing 
in its original location on Virginia Road 
in North White Plains, said Councilman 
Barry Reiter. 

Last year’s town board was optimistic 
about moving the house to Fountain 
Park in North White Plains, which 
encompassed part of the original 
landowner’s property. Reiter, the town 
board’s liaison to the Elijah Miller House 
Committee, said Fountain Park is still a 
possibility, but the committee wants to 
look at all options, including maintaining 
the house at the current location.

“The committee is still discussing 
what the possibilities are,” Reiter said. “I 
know there was a discussion at one time 
to go to Fountain Park, then there was a 
discussion by the (Kensico) Dam, there 
was a piece of land that’s sort of flat. I 
don’t think it’s been determined where it’s 
going to go. I think where it is, is where it 
should remain, personally. That’s just me.”

Westchester officials said they would 
be supportive of what the town decides, 

although County Legislator Michael 
Smith (R-Greenburgh) said he believes 
that the best option is to move the house 
to a different location where school buses 
and other visitors would have an easier 
time maneuvering into and out of the site. 

Smith said he liked the Fountain Park 
location, although there had been some 
concerns from neighbors.

“(Having) it there would seem like it 
would be a better location rather than 
across the street from a concrete facility 
with limited access from it,” he said.

County funds, estimated to be between 
$800,000 and $1.2 million, will be used to 
do the bulk of the work, Smith said. Last 
week, North Castle received a donation 
of nearly $17,000 from Benjamin Moore 
paints, presented by Bob Duncan, a 
longtime town resident and owner of the 
Wallauer in North White Plains.

George Oros, chief of staff to County 
Executive Rob Astorino, said he spoke 
with Supervisor Michael Schiliro this 
winter and was told the town was still in 
the midst of making the decision.

At last week’s town board meeting, 
Schiliro said the town would decide oon, 
but did not give a timeframe.

“We’re going to come up with a solution 
that works,” he said after the town received 
a check from Wallauer. “We’re going to 
make sure we know what the legacy cost 
is and we’re going to solve this, and this is 

a good start.”
Town Historian and Elijah House 

Committee Chairwoman Dorothy Finch 
Watson said the town has appeared close 
to saving the house several times only 
to have something stand in its way. She 
pledged that the cherished historical site 
would be preserved.

“I want to tell you the bad condition 
just has to be changed,” Watson said. “We 
have to save it.”

The house was used by Washington 
and his generals during the American 
Revolution, including the Battle of White 
Plains in October 1776. It also housed 
wounded soldiers following the battle.

Watson said she expected that the 
Friends of Miller House/Washington’s 
Headquarters would officially receive its 
nonprofit organization status in the next 
few weeks.

Answering Somebody’s Prayers

County Still Awaiting Word From No. Castle on Miller House Site

Westlake High School freshmen 
Angela Mangione and Valeria 
Venturini along with Mount Pleasant 
resident Kaitlin Mangels, a freshman 
at Ursuline, earned their Girl Scout 
Silver Award last fall. The trio created 
a prayer garden  directly outside the 
main entrance of  Rosary Hill Home 
in Hawthorne as a tranquil place for 
patients and those visiting a loved 
one. The focal point of  the garden 
is a beautiful Japanese Maple tree, 
donated and planted by the girls. The 
tree is circled by a row of  colorful 
perennials, which will bloom each 
spring. 
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By Martin Wilbur
A public hearing has been scheduled 

for next week on a proposed revamp of 
the New Castle Code of Ethics, the first 
time in 25 years it would be amended.

The hearing, set for next Tuesday, 
March 25 as part of the town board’s 
regular meeting, will ask the public to 
weigh in on a series of changes being 
considered regarding the town’s ethics 
code, Supervisor Robert Greenstein 
said.

Greenstein mentioned that New 
Castle’s updated code will be based on a 
model developed by the Town of Milton. 
That municipality had its code audited 
four years ago by John Mancini, the 
counsel for the New York Conference 
of Mayors and a former director of 
training for the state Commission on 
Public Integrity.

“I really hope it gets passed because 
we’ll have a code of ethics that has some 
teeth and is a model code of ethics that 
has been adopted by municipalities 
across the state,” Greenstein said.

One of the key changes under 
consideration is enlarging the size of 
the ethics board from three to five 
members and changing its makeup. 
Under New Castle’s current code, which 

was first adopted in 1970 and last 
amended in 1989, the three members 
must be comprised of a registered 
Republican, a registered Democrat 
and a town employee. Currently, Town 
Administrator Jill Simon Shapiro serves 
as the town employee on the board.

Under the proposed revision, no more 
than three members of the Ethics Board 
can be from the same political party and 
the town employee will be removed.

Greenstein said eliminating the town 
employee member from the board 
is a critical improvement that would 
immediately enhance its integrity.

“Keep in mind when people are before 
the (Board) of Ethics, it’s basically going 
to be a town employee or someone who 
serves on a volunteer board,” he said. 
“So the fact that there’s a town employee 
on it (now), that’s a problem.”

Board members may vote and make 
political contributions but cannot 
otherwise serve in election campaigns.

Other proposed changes outlined 
in an update Code of Ethics include 
treating all members of the public 
equally and that their decisions or 
actions should not be influenced by 
family, friendship, marriage or political 
alignment; requiring that town officials 

and employees refrain from using public 
property or resources except to the 
extent that it is available to all residents; 

officials and employees should not be 
able to supervise family members; and 
confidentiality of proceedings shall be 
maintained.

Confidentiality encourages officials 
and employees to seek guidance on a 
potential conflict of interest, according 
to the town’s proposal. Recipients of 
advisory opinions may voluntarily 
disclose findings.

“We are confident that it will make 
significant improvements to the existing 
code, which hasn’t been amended in 
decades,” Greenstein said.

Brodsky Replaced on Steering 
Committee

Greenstein announced at the board’s 
March 11 meeting that he has replaced 
Councilman Adam Brodsky on the 
Town Development Plan Update 
Steering Committee. Brodsky has been 
moved over to another committee 
comprised of business and property 
owners.

While the supervisor said the move 
was not in direct response to the 
controversy raised last month about 
Brodsky’s in-laws owning a Chappaqua 
commercial parcel, he added that there 
shouldn’t be any distractions for the 
steering committee.

New Castle Supervisor Robert Greenstein says a 
series of  changes to the town’s Code of  Ethics 
would be a vast improvement.

Hearing Set for Next Week on Revised New Castle Ethics Code
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By Janine Bowen
Pleasantville village elections are 

today (Tuesday) but it won’t be much of 
a contest. 

Trustee Mindy Berard and political 
newcomer Steven Lord are eager 
to tackle the key problems facing 
Pleasantville. This year, the election is 
uncontested, leaving Berard and Lord as 
the only candidates running for the two 
open seats. 

“One the one hand, as a candidate I’m 
not upset…I’m not a politician where 
I would welcome a bunch of meetings 
and debates,” said Lord, 46, a business 
consultant and village resident since 
2000. He will replace Brian Skarstad on 
the board.

“Broadly though, I am a little 
disappointed because I think this kind 
of stuff…only works when you have 
thoughtful, interested, smart people 
getting involved in solving these 
problems. The apathy that is suggested 
by the fact that nobody else wants to 
run for this is disappointing because 
the challenges this village faces requires 
people to step up and be part of the 
solution.” 

Berard, 54, who has served on the 
board since 2008, will be entering her 
third term, and maintains that she has 
a continued “sense of responsibility and 
commitment to the village.” 

Berard said she hopes more residents 
will become involved in the future 
because it is their responsibility to 
be informed on village issues and ask 
questions, whether there is a contested 
election or not. 

“With media at your fingertips 
everyone has an opportunity,” she said. 

Local residents have been heavily 
involved in the discussion regarding the 
proposed Toll Brothers condominiums 
on Washington Avenue and the 
Benchmark Senior Living assisted 

living facility near the Methodist 
Church. Over the past year, residents 
have spoken out in strong opposition 
of the developments, particularly the 
Benchmark plan.

One of the main complaints expressed 
by residents is that these projects 
will negatively change Pleasantville’s 
character. Berard doesn’t see it that way. 

“As far as the Toll Brothers property, 
I think it changes the character to 
something better, versus a deserted 
office building,” she said. “As far as the 
Benchmark proposal, there’s something 
that’s going to go there, whether it 
be single-family houses…or another 
facility for the church. I believe both 
applicants have worked very closely with 
the places they have built structures to 
work with those communities, to work 
within the character of that community.” 

Berard, who has spent nearly two 
years studying documents for both 
projects along with the rest of the 
board, said there are positive attributes 
to Toll Brothers, which recently 
received its zoning change. She noted 
that the construction will help mitigate 
the flooding problem that has plagued 
nearby residents. The facility will 
also generate revenue for the village’s 
recreation fund and 10 percent of the 
units in the development will be set 
aside for fair and affordable housing, 

Berard said. 
A zoning change that would allow the 

Benchmark project to move forward has 
not been voted on, but Berard asserted 
that the board has done its due diligence 
and is considering the neighbors’ views 
and concerns. A vote could come before 
the end of the month.

“There is not one board member that 
has made a decision on this project,” 
Berard said last week. “I haven’t made 
a decision on this, but I will say that we 
have weighed every bit of information.”

She did express a favorable opinion 
for the environmental initiatives 
that would be implemented on the 
Benchmark project, including the 
stormwater management and the green 
roof. Berard also noted that Benchmark 
would put the vacant Bedford Road 
property on the tax rolls and would be 
a commercial residential facility, similar 
to Foxwood Condominium across the 
street.

Lord reserved judgment on both 
projects because he has not had the 
opportunity to study the proposals 
in detail. He said he understands the 
concerns of the neighbors but also 
knows that the developments could 
prove advantageous to the village. 

“I see both sides and I think this is 
one of those [issues] that requires the 

continued on next page

Trustee Mindy Berard will return to the 
Pleasantville Village Board next month for a third 
term. She will be joined by Steven Lord.

Berard, Lord Ready to Tackle Challenges Facing Pleasantville

BF 
BEECHER FLOOKS FUNERAL HOME, INC. 

“The place to turn in your time of need!“

Personally Owned and Supervised By 

              William F. Flooks, Jr.    & William J. Flooks                 
                         Proprietor              Licensed Funeral Director                             

Caring for our community since 1928 
Personal and Complete Funeral Service 

418 Bedford Road…Pleasantville, NY 10570…769-0001 

www.beecherflooksfh.com

BF 
BEECHER FLOOKS FUNERAL HOME, INC. 

“The place to turn in your time of need!“

Personally Owned and Supervised By 

              William F. Flooks, Jr.    & William J. Flooks                 
                         Proprietor              Licensed Funeral Director                             

Caring for our community since 1928 
Personal and Complete Funeral Service 

418 Bedford Road…Pleasantville, NY 10570…769-0001 

www.beecherflooksfh.com

“The place to turn in your time of need!”

advertising@theexaminernews.com 
www.theexaminernews.com

914-864-0878

Advertise With Us, It Works!

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

Professional Handyman Service:
“I have had great success with Examiner advertising. When I 

moved to this area 4 years ago I began my advertising campaign 
with them and my phone immediately started ringing. People 

always mention that they saw my ad in The Examiner and also 
tell me how much they enjoy the paper.”

Yorktown Pet
“I placed an ad in the Examiner’s Easter promotion. The ad 

was cute and funny. I was amazed at the positive response and 
phone calls I received. The Examiner has a great art dept. and 

they are a pleasure to work with..”

Thornwood Wines & Spirts:
“We were very pleased with the results of our holiday

advertising. People brought the ad in as they did their shopping. 
We plan on increasing our advertising with The Examiner in the 

upcoming year.”



March 18 - March 24, 2014www.TheExaminerNews.com 9

village board to be really careful and be 
considerate and thoughtful about what 
they are doing,” Lord said. “There are 
lots of unintended consequences that 
can come from this kind of thing.”

Both candidates, however, are 
opposed to the widespread removal of 
trees. Berard said she hoped the village 
could approve a tree replacement 
ordinance. Benchmark and Toll Brothers 
have agreed to tree replacement as part 
of their development proposals. 

One of the issues facing all 
municipalities is Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s 
tax freeze proposal, If approved, there 
would be a tax rebate for residents 
if local government develops a plan 
to share services that amount to a 1 
percent savings in its overall budget. 
Neither candidate favors Cuomo’s 
proposal because the village already 
shares a variety of services, including a 
water filtration plant with New Castle. 
Shared services already in place won’t 
count toward rebate qualifications.

Berard said it would be difficult 
to find new shared services and 
consolidation agreements that would 
reach the required 1 percent threshold.

“We’re always looking to do it better, 
and if we find those ways, of course that 
is what we’ll do but I don’t know that it 

will reach the expectation the governor 
wants us to meet in order for our 
residents to get a tax break,” she said. 

The town has already looked into 
additional shared services, such as 
consolidating its police department with 
Mount Pleasant. There weren’t enough 
savings and the change in service would 
not have benefitted the village and its 
residents, Berard said.

Lord said he was concerned that 
the limits caused by the tax cap would 
effectively turn residents against their 

representatives because it restricts how 
a board can serve its constituency. He 
is hopeful that his financial background 
could help Pleasantville refine its 
budget. 

“The budget is an area that I really 
want to dig into a little bit,” Lord said. 
“I don’t think anybody is going to walk 
into the board and say, ‘I think we 
can cut it in half and here’s how,’ but 
nonetheless, I have a bit of a financial 
background so there’s a bit of an interest 
in that sense.” 

Lord also acknowledged that in order 
to maintain required services and 
personnel and retain the elements that 
make Pleasantville unique, the board 
will have to be “extremely creative.”

Downtown parking is another 
issue that periodically crops up in 
Pleasantville. Berard, who previously 
served on the parking task force, said 
she hopes to explore pay stations to 
replace individual meters. 

She also noted that permit parking 
within the village’s lots has helped 
alleviate some problems, but is 
concerned that local youths often gather 
in the lots and leave garbage behind. She 
hopes to rectify this situation by placing 
more recycling bins and garbage cans 
around the village and look into signage 
and improved enforcement against 
littering. 

Although there will always be new 
problems, Lord said he is looking 
forward to the challenge of the next 
three years.

“The core feeling is that I think I can 
help and I’d like to help,” he said. “You 
see various challenges facing the leaders 
to the village and you feel like maybe 
you can contribute to them solving 
those issues and navigating through 
those issues effectively and thoughtfully 
and carefully.” 

The new terms begin on Apr. 1.

continued from previous page
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44/47 Pleasantville Road • Pleasantville, NY

Conveniently located in the center  of Westchester County

FULL SERVICE DEALERSHIPS

ser·vice  (sûrvis)  n.
1. the action of helping or doing work for someone 2. an act 
of assistance 3. assistance or advice given to customers 
before and after the sale of goods.

Salon Allure
is happy to announce, 

Denise DeFalco 
has joined our team  

of professionals. 

804 Commerce Street •  Thornwood NY 10594 
914.747.4449

Salon Allure
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Mount Kisco Police Department

March 7: Report of a petty larceny at 
Target off of North Bedford Road at 2:55 
p.m. On March 5,  the store’s surveillance 
camera captured an image of a male subject 

leaving with two Dyson vacuums without 
paying. The merchandise was estimated to 
be worth $900.

March 12: A service station on North 
Bedford Road reported at 8:29 a.m. that 
four wheels were stolen from a customer’s 

2005 Infiniti sometime overnight. The car 
was kept at the shop overnight because it 
needed servicing. The four wheels were 
valued at about $5,800.

March 12: Report of a petty larceny at 
the AT&T store on East Main Street at 
12:05 p.m. A Fitbit Flex wristband, valued 
at about $100, was reported to be missing. 
Police are searching for a 56-year-old 
Mount Kisco man who may be a suspect.

March 13: Police reported at 5:38 p.m. 
that a man has been taken into custody 
regarding the theft of two vacuums from 
Target on March 5. No other information 
was available at this time.

March 14: Report of criminal contempt 
at an office on South Bedford Road at 
8:21 a.m. A 24-year-old woman who had 
an order of protection against her ex-
boyfriend, stated that he has arrived at her 
place of work.

March 14: The superintendent of a 
Carpenter Avenue residence reported at 
10:43 a.m. finding a bag of marijuana in the 
garage near the stairwel. The complainant 
asked police to retrieve the bag.

Pleasantville Police Department

March 8: Three men, a 25- and a 27-year-
old from Thornwood and a 26-year-old 
Pleasantville resident, were arrested at 
12:21 a.m. and charged with unlawful 
possession of marijuana on Hopper Street. 

March 8: Report of a customer at the 
Pleasantville Diner on Memorial Plaza 
leaving the establishment at 5:17 a.m. 

without paying his check. The party was 
tracked down and returned to pay the bill. 
No charges were pressed.

March 9: A 25-year-old Valhalla man 
was arrested at 11:30 p.m. on Memorial 
Plaza and charged with driving with a 
suspended license.

North Castle Police Department

March 7: A man on Virginia Road 
reported at 3:36 p.m. that a truck was 
making a delivery and attempted to back 
into a loading dock but collided with 
the building. When the trailer hit the 
southwest corner of the building, several 
bricks became dislodged and there was 
a large crack observed in that area of the 
structure. The owner of the business was 
advised to take photos. There was no 
damage to the truck and no injuries were 
reported.

March 11: A complainant reported at 
7:53 a.m. a suspicious incident involving 
her 12-year-old son while he was waiting 
for his school bus at the end of the family’s 
driveway on Jackson Road. The boy 
reported a blue SUV was occupied by a 
man and a woman who were staring at 
him. When he moved up the driveway, 
the vehicle pulled into the driveway. The 
SUV subsequently left the scene. The 
complainant was unable to provide a 
further description but was advised to 
contact the department if this type of 
incident happens again.

205 Spring Hill Road, Trumbull, CT 06611 • 203.261.2548
www.trumbullprinting.com

Newspapers • Publications • Shoppers • Catalogs • Magazines
Directories • Coupon Books • College Course Catalogs

Business and Financial Periodicals
Free Standing Inserts • Advertising Supplements

Police Blotter

21 West Stevens Ave.
Hawthorne, NY 10532

Ernest J. Carpentieri ~ Douglas A. Daniels

Tel: 914-769-4404
Fax: 914-769-5306

www.hawthornefuneralhome.com
Serving all faiths ~ Independently owned
Conveniently located on the Taconic State Parkway

Affordable Housing Developer Accuses 
New Castle of Discrimination

The Twigs Thrift Shop is holding 
its semiannual garage sale  at 449 
Lexington Ave. in Mount Kisco on 
Saturday, Apr. 5, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Featured items include small furniture, 
household bric-a-brac, tools and much 
more. The shop will also be open, 
featuring clothing and accessories, 
jewelry, books and seasonal items. 
Check out the very collectible Syracuse 
china currently available as well as 

many other treasures in both the shop 
and garage.  

If you would like to donate any items 
for this sale, please call 914-666-6557 
for an appointment. Donations of small 
furniture items would be appreciated.  

Twigs is a volunteer group dedicated 
to raising funds for Northern 
Westchester Hospital through Thrift 
Shop (Twigs Thriftree) sales, as well as 
making comfort items for patients.  

Twigs Thrift Shop to Hold  Spring 
Garage Sale April 5

Maskiell said.
Conifer’s complaint stated that in 

September, at about the same time 
the previous town board approved the 
project in a split vote, Maskiell opposed 
the issuance of building permits based on 
state fire codes even though no permit or 
variances had been applied for yet. That 
came after Maskiell erroneously stated 
the project needed variances from local 
zoning codes, Conifer’s complaint alleged.

The respondents “have delayed and 
attempted to halt the development of 
affordable housing based on community 
leadership that opposes the proposed 
Conifer development because of the race 
and national origin of the development’s 
potential occupants,” the complaint 
concluded.

When reached at town hall last week, 
Maskiell said there are eight variances 
related to state fire or building codes that 
would be needed, a few of them quite 
serious. He maintained that there isn’t 
enough room on the one-third of an acre 
site to bring in the proper fire equipment 
to fight a blaze. 

One obstacle would be fighting a fire 
on the side of the building closest to 
the Metro-North tracks, Maskiell said. 
Firefighting equipment would have to go 
on the tracks since there is virtually no 
setback from the property line. On the 
opposite side, there isn’t space to place a 
fire truck about 15 feet from the building, 
the proper distance to attack a fire on the 
upper reaches of the proposed 30-foot 
structure.

Maskiell brushed off the claim of 
discrimination, contending a fire in the 

building would pose a danger for an 
occupant of any background.

“I don’t care who they are,” Maskiell 
said. “A fire doesn’t differentiate between 
races, so it’s simply ridiculous to say 
something like that.”

At last week’s town board meeting, a 
statement read on behalf of Bill Spade, a 
member of Chappaqua for Responsible 
Affordable Housing and one of the 
leading opponents of the Hunts Place 
project, strongly refuted the accusation 
of discrimination made by Conifer and 
McLaughlin.

Spade said the discrimination claims 
“are part of a new campaign to try to 
rescue Conifer’s poorly conceived and 
planned proposal by drawing HUD into 
the process under the guise of accusing 
community members who oppose the 
project of discriminatory intent.”

Instead, Chappaqua for Responsible 
Affordable Housing has pressed town 
officials to explore municipal property on 
Washington Avenue near town hall as a 
possible alternative.

“Our opposition to the Conifer 
proposal is purely and simply a matter of 
opposing the construction of affordable 
housing on a terrible site that is unsuitable 
for residential use, and standing up to a 
developer that shows no concern for the 
quality of the housing that it is providing 
and whose sole interest is to earn its 
$2 million development fee,” Spade’s 
statement read.

The respondents had 10 calendar 
days to answer the complaint. Under 
the law,  HUD is required to complete 
an investigation within 100 days of the 
complaint’s official filing.

continued from page 1
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By Janine Bowen
Discussion about shared services 

and how to enhance the local tax base 
highlighted last week’s joint meeting of the 
New Castle Town Board and Chappaqua 
Board of Education.  

The hour-long meeting at Horace Greeley 
High School March 12 focused on how the 
two entities could work together for the 
benefit of the community’s residents. 

“We all live here in this community [and] 
we think it’s important for us to work well 
together. There are a lot of issues, a lot 
of overlaps.… I think it’s critical to work 
together,” said Board of Education President 
Jeffery Mester. 

The two boards have renewed a decades-
old agreement allowing the town to utilize 
the school’s facilities for an annual fee. An 
hourly fee is imposed on other organizations 
that use the district’s buildings. 

Dialogue was also initiated regarding 
possible improvements at the Robert E. Bell 
Middle School field, such as the installation 
of turf and lights, that could help improve 
downtown Chappaqua. 

“If we can make that field something 
special, with the school and the town 
working together, that’s going to help 
revitalize the downtown,” said town 
Supervisor Robert Greenstein. 

The Bell school has been a hot topic in 
Chappaqua over the last few years, with 
some residents supporting its sale and 
transferring students to Seven Bridges 

Middle School. The Board of Education has 
explored that possibility, but found that it 
wouldn’t be in the students’ best interests to 
consolidate. 

“There simply is not the space to put all 
of the students in one of the schools at this 
time,” said Superintendent Dr. Lyn McKay.

Although enrollment is currently 
declining, it is predicted to rise by the 2018-
19 school year, she added.

 “You can always crowd students into a 
school, you can find spaces … but it’s not 
sound educationally,” McKay said. 

The controversial Chappaqua Crossing 
project was also discussed. Improvement 
plans at the high school call for the 
reconfiguration of its on Roaring Brook 
Road, across the street from one of 
Chappaqua Crossing’s s entrances, as one 
option to help alleviate traffic in the area. 
In addition, officials are hoping to install 

a traffic light near Chappaqua Crossing’s 
Route 117 entrance.  

“Traffic is a major issue that we have been 
addressing. The traffic on 117 is something 
[Chappaqua Crossing developer Summit/
Greenfield is] willing to put a lot of money 
towards,” Greenstein said. 

The two boards also reviewed services 
that the town and district share, including 
a refuse contract. Both boards are looking 
for greater shared services related to 
maintenance, safety and energy costs. 

If Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s proposed tax 
freeze legislation passes, residents will 
receive a tax rebate if the school district 
remains under the tax cap and develops 
a plan for shared services. However, 
the district and the town do not receive 
credit for existing agreements, although 
Councilman Jason Chapin mentioned that 

taxpayers already reap the benefits of shared 
services.

School trustees revealed they are 
exploring the sale of some district-owned 
properties in order to return them to the tax 
rolls. At the moment, the district is focusing 
on one 20-acre parcel. School officials said 
the land could be used to build several 
homes, which would increase the tax base. 

“In the spirit of cooperation we want to 
come in there [and determine] how is it that 
we can best help the community to do this,” 
Mester said. 

“We know that the development of seven 
single-family homes is a lot at this moment, 
and you have other priorities. We’re not 
trying to add to the burden; we’re trying just 
to do the right thing by the town and do the 
right thing for our taxpayers,” he continued.  

The district may submit to the town a 
map of all properties it owns so municipal 
officials can use that information as part of 
the ongoing Master Plan update.

The boards also pledged to reach out to a 
larger segment of the community. The town 
board raised the possibility of providing 
space for the board of education in its new 
e-newsletter so residents without children 
in the school system could stay on top of 
district issues. 

“It’s so important to make sure that 
everyone knows what’s going on, whether 
they have kids in the school or not,” Katz 
said. 

New Castle, Chappaqua School Officials Brainstorm on Overlapping Issues

JANINE BOWEN PHOTO
 The New Castle Town Board and Chappaqua Board of  Education held a joint meeting March 12.

Bill Primavera and The Home Guru Team Adopt Physicians Against World Hunger

L to R, Bill Primavera, “The Home Guru,” Tom Costello, Chef/Owner of

Thyme in Yorktown Heights and new board member of Physicians Against

World Hunger, and Dr. Michael Altamura, Founder and Executive Director.

We at William Raveis, the fastest growing real estate company in

Westchester, do more than guide home buyers and sellers to meet

their objectives. We’re members of our communities who lend a

helping hand where needed. 

One of the most shocking things about our affluent region is the 

percentage of hungry and homeless people among us, and this is

the area that The Home Guru Team has chosen to focus. 

We have adopted Physicians Against World Hunger. Founded by

local physician Dr. Michael Altamura in 1991, it gives funding to the

Westchester Coalition for the Hungry and Homeless.

Because The Home Guru’s former career was in food and restau-

rant promotion, this is the area in which we will help Dr. Altamura

raise money.

Joining me in this endeavor is Tom Costello, Chef/Owner of Thyme

in Yorktown Heights, who will help me plan:

“A Food & Wine Spectacular of Thanks”

Save the Date:  Sunday, November 23
(the Sunday before Thanksgiving)

Where:  Villa Barone Hilltop Manor, Mahopac

Having done “tastes of the city” throughout the country, I can guaran-

tee that this will be a sensational culinary event featuring the best

restaurants in the region. Mark the date in your calendar and look

for more news in the months ahead. Join me in doing something

good and feeling good about it.  Bill Primavera “The Home Guru.”

1820 Commerce Street, Yorktown Heights, NY 10598                                    914-245-0460                           William “Bill” Primavera is a Licensed Real Estate Salesperson
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The West Patent Elementary School Association, a parent-teacher group, hosted a staff  
appreciation luncheon on Friday, March 14. The event was held at West Patent in Bedford 
Hills and organized by co-chairs Jess Cambareri and Elizabeth Krause. Many other 
parent volunteers also assisted. The full service, sit-down luncheon was made possible 
by donations from Crabtree’s Kittle House, La Famiglia, Sinapi’s Pizza Rustica, Bellizzi, 
Gerardo’s, Sette e Venti, ShopRite, La Tulipe, Country Willow, Seasonz Gift Boutique, 
Basilico and Fox Catering.

By Neal Rentz
Mount Pleasant Superintendent of 

Schools Dr. Susan Guiney is proposing 
a $54.67 million 2014-15 budget that 
would stay within the state-mandated 
property tax cap.

During the March 12 board of 
education meeting, Guiney said she 
was proposing a tax levy increase of 3.8 
percent next year, which would comply 
with the cap. The estimated tax rate 
hike would be 3.9 percent, she said. 

For the average home in the district 
assessed at $8,300, school property 
taxes would rise by $366 next year. 

Although the cap is 2 percent or the 
rate of inflation rate, whichever is lower, 
formulas allowed for each district 
determine the maximum allowable tax 
levy for each district every year, Guiney 
said.

A variety of factors are affecting 
next year’s budget, including employee 
pension costs, which are set to rise by 

$600,000 in 2014-15, and a $275,000 
increase for employee health insurance. 

Guiney said the instructional 
portions of the budget, which include 
employee salaries, make up about 78 
percent of the total budget. 

Director of Business Administration 
Lisa Sanfilippo said the budget was 
“subject to change” by the school board. 

Proposed non-instructional expenses 
were discussed last week by district 
administrators. Guiney said she was 
seeking to create a .5 fulltime equivalent 
position to hire a webmaster to upgrade 
the district’s web presence. A propane 
gas pipeline for Columbus Elementary 
School has also been proposed.

Discussion on the instructional 
portions of the tentative spending plan 
is scheduled for the board of education 
meeting this Wednesday, March 19 at 8 
p.m. at the middle school/high school 
library. 

Proposed Mount Pleasant Schools 
$54.6M Budget Would Meet Cap A Day of Gratitude 

Run, walk, or cheer in the fight  
against colorectal cancer.

Sunday, March 30, 2014
10AM-2PM

Manhattanville College 
Purchase, NY 

events.coloncancerchallenge.org

Run, walk, or cheer in the fight  
against colorectal cancer.

Sunday, March 30, 2014
10AM-2PM

Manhattanville College 
Purchase, NY 

events.coloncancerchallenge.org

drink happy.
741 Bedford Road, Bedford Hills, NY 10507 | 914.666.7272 

vineandcompany.com

ALTHOUGH WE'RE EXPERTS; 
DON'T JUST TAKE OUR WORD FOR IT. 

try. then buy.

WE HAVE 8 SELECTIONS AVAILABLE TO TASTE EACH AND EVERY DAY
STOP IN AND BECOME AN EXPERT YOURSELF!
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By Martin Wilbur
A 75th birthday party is certainly a 

special occasion. Margaret Marcogliese 
did something for her milestone year 
that her friends and family won’t forget.

Last Saturday, the Mount Kisco 
resident commemorated the day by 
throwing herself a wake to share a good 
time with those who know her best and 
love her most.

There was the sign-in book on a 
small table outside her Sutton Manor 
apartment door, accompanied by a 
picture of her as a young woman. People 
from the building dropped by to pay 
their respects. Upon departing, there 
were little black cards shaped like a coffin 
given away to the guests to remember 
the event.

A few even wore black, although most 
didn’t go that far. In a vibrant red dress, 
Marcogliese looked very much full of 
life.

While even some of her closest friends 
and relatives were initially taken aback 
at the invitation, they quickly realized 
that it was Marcogliese being herself, 
an always funny, slightly zany lady who 
keeps herself busy volunteering for a 
number of committees and organizations 
in Mount Kisco but who also likes to 
have fun and make people laugh.

“I really feel that people die and 

everybody is either too busy or away 
or doing something else,” Marcogliese 
explained of her rationale for having a 
living wake. “A lot of people die and you 
don’t see them and you don’t know they 
die. I thought this would be good for 
me.”

Kathy Casey, friends with Marcogliese’s 
daughter, Debbie, for the past 40 years 
from the time she was growing up in the 
Bronx, knows exactly what the guest of 
honor was talking about. While some 
might find it weird having a wake-
themed 75th birthday party, Marcogliese 
wanted people to celebrate her and her 
life while she’s alive and in good health.

“This is a significant birthday, I think, 
and having been, unfortunately,. to a few 
wakes the past couple of months, this is 
a nicer one,” Casey said. “We’re taught to 
celebrate a person who’s passed. For the 
family, it’s better to do that when they’re 
still here.”

Until seven years ago, Marcogliese, 
whose actual birthday is March 13, 
spent most of her life in the Bronx. She 
moved to Mount Kisco to be closer to 
her daughter, who lives in Chappaqua, 
her son, Tony, a Pound Ridge resident, 
and her grandchildren. She has been 
divorced since she was 30 and never 
remarried. Marcogliese worked at a 
number of different jobs, including once 

at a funeral home.
Tony Marcogliese said her offbeat 

nature is what makes his mom so 
attractive to others.

“She’s a good grandmother because 
she’s kooky,” he said. “She’s not a typical 
baking cookies type. She likes stuff like 
this, a fake wake.”

However, as off the wall as Marcogliese 
may seem, her friends agree she has 
a heart of gold. For those who need a 

helping hand or a comforting 
voice, you can count on her 
to be there.

“She’s so giving. She 
gives and gives of herself to 
everybody and everything 
around her,” said Susan 
Surovic, a friend who lives 
in Carmel. “To libraries, 
people that are homeless. She 
works at a pantry, works at a 
hospital. She does so much 
for everyone, everybody that 
she crosses a path with.”

She serves on the village’s 
Beautification Committee 
and volunteers at the Twigs 
Thrift Shop on Lexington 
Avenue and at Northern 
Westchester Hospital.

While 75 sounds old to 
Marcogliese, she still has 
plenty of energy. A few years 

ago she and Surovic decided to take a car 
trip to Virginia. They called themselves 
Thelma and Louise.

Two things she wants to do in her life is 
go on vacation without any luggage and 
invent something, although she doesn’t 
know what that might be.

“I have a good life,” Marcogliese said. 
“I do.”

Margaret Marcogliese, right, with her son, Tony, and daughter 
Debbie helping her to celebrate 75 years.

Mt. Kisco Woman Throws Her Own Wake--While She’s Still Awake
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By Bill Stoller
As you may have heard, or read about 

on these pages, the Pleasantville Village 
Board is in the final stages of approval for 
an assisted living facility in the wooded 
acres north of, and belonging to, the 
United Methodist Church on Bedford 
Road (Route 117).  

Benchmark Senior Living of 
Massachusetts wants Pleasantville as 
its first stop in New York, with a three-
story, 39-foot high, approximately 
70,000-square-foot building, on land 
zoned for single-family houses. It would 
be a facility completely out of place 
in what has been for decades a wholly 
residential neighborhood of modest 
homes and the low-rise Foxwood 
multifamily complex across Bedford 
Road.  It would be built as close as 100 
feet to small private homes.

Allowing this development in this 
place would be a huge mistake that 
would change the nature of Pleasantville, 
possibly cracking open the door for 
other commercial buildings in this or 
other neighborhoods; a goodbye to the 

small, primarily residential village we 
know and love.

Such large institutions are typically 
built in already commercial areas, and 
existing or proposed assisted living 
facilities in northern Westchester, such 
as the Atria in Briarcliff Manor, or one 
proposed for Mount Kisco, are in non-
residential areas.  

This is not an argument against 
assisted living facilities; I have or have 
had elderly relatives in them. They 
are a choice for some families, and 
Benchmark is a well-known operator. 
But a commercial facility of this size, 
whether it be an assisted living facility, 
office building or hotel, is inappropriate 
in a residential neighborhood.   

Proponents might argue that there 
are non-residential buildings, such 
as churches and schools, in other 
Pleasantville neighborhoods, so why 
the fuss here? But homeowners there 
moved in with those facilities already in 
place, not shoehorned in with a zoning 
maneuver called a floating district. This 
essentially creates a custom zoning 
district written to fit the development, a 
district that would be “mapped” on land 
long zoned single-family residential.

Yes, there have been other proposals 
over the years, such as Foxwood itself, 
denounced at the time as damaging to 
Pleasantville, but none have placed a 
commercial facility in the midst of a 
residential-only neighborhood.

There is little economic benefit to 
Pleasantville in this proposal. The 

average age of residents is expected to be 
87 and by definition need assistance with 
daily living. Very few will have cars and 
most will have limited mobility, so they 
will not be regularly patronizing local 
businesses, especially since the facility 
provides all meals, plus personal services, 
social activities and even entertainment.

Pleasantville, similar to many other 
local governments, needs additional 
revenue, pressured – among other 
reasons – by property tax caps and 
diminished state aid. It’s estimated this 
facility would generate about $100,000 
in village taxes and more than $200,000 
for the school district, making it one of 
the largest single property taxpayers in 
Pleasantville.

But that’s only about 1 percent of the 
village’s current tax revenues and an even 
lower percentage of the school district’s, 
barely a dent in multimillion dollar 
budgets.

At what price do we sell one of 
Pleasantville’s residential neighborhoods 
and the uniqueness of our small village?

This proposed development in 
this place is incompatible with the 
surrounding area and should be rejected 
by the village board. The final public 
hearing will be Monday, March 24 at 8 
p.m., and village residents should attend 
and speak up, or in the alternate, email 
the board through Village Administrator 
Patti Dwyer at pdwyer@pleasantville-ny.
gov.

Bill Stoller is a 19-year resident of 
Pleasantville.

Sometime within the next two weeks, 
the Pleasantville Village Board has the 
task of making one of its more difficult 
decisions in recent memory.

That decision is whether to grant 
Benchmark Senior Living’s request 
for a floating zone on a roughly three-
acre parcel near the United Methodist 
Church on Bedford Road. If granted, the 
applicant clears a significant hurdle and 
can move onto site plan review for the  
87-unit assisted living facility.

Many decisions boards make are 
routine. But not this one. The trustees 
must weigh a challenging and expansive 
list of issues. Additional tax revenue, a 
projected $100,000 a year for the village 
and $200,000 annually for the school 
district, seems too good to pass up in the 
tax cap, tax freeze, do-more-and-more-
with-less era.

There is the continuing need with an 
ever-aging population to have more 
senior housing options available to not 
only keep area residents in familiar 

surroundings as they age but to help  
families by having their loved ones close 
by.

Then there is the issue of what would 
become of the parcel if this proposal is 
rejected. The Methodist church appears 
bent on selling the vacant land it doesn’t 
need for money it can surely use. Private 
houses would seem a less intensive 
use but would cost the school district 
significantly if families with school-age 
children move in.

As some of the neighbors have pointed 
out, can the parcel and the immediate 
area support a busy round-the-clock 
operation? It is perhaps the key question 
in the debate. No one can say with any 
certainty that all of the upheaval can be 
properly mitigated.

Traffic is sure to increase regardless of 
what studies might say. Even if virtually 
none of the residents drive, there will 
be daily deliveries, shift changes and 
visitors.

Will it change the character of all of 

Pleasantville? Hardly, but it may very 
well change the character for Maple Hill 
homeowners. That’s not something to 
take lightly.

The volunteer ambulance corps will 
likely feel the crunch with an increase in 
nonemergency calls.

Finally, the floating zone has been the 
subject of criticism during the public 
discussions. While some may view it as a 
gift for the developer, it actually makes a 
zone so unique the project will be nearly 
impossible to duplicate.

When considering new facilities, 
officials must always evaluate the overall 
value it would bring to a community. An 
assisted living facility brings a much-
needed benefit as do schools, hospitals, 
bridges and highways. 

Those are important improvements 
that unfortunately disrupt homeowners 
and lives. It’s an unappetizing choice. But 
when looking at the good of the entire 
community, the choice of an assisted 
living facility is one that should be made. 
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It Won’t Be the Same Pleasantville if Assisted Living Facility is Built

Correction
In last week’s page 1 article on 

PCTV, it was mistakenly reported that 
the public access station took out a loan 
to pay for updated studio equipment. 
PCTV instead used equipment that was 
on loan. The Examiner regrets the error.
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By Carla Gambescia
There has been much talk, some of it 

rumor and misinformation, about the 
status of what is happening with Via 
Vanti! at the landmark Chappaqua train 
station. First and foremost, Via Vanti! 
remains fully committed to bringing 
its “fresh twist on Italian” fare to our 
community, and to transform the ticket 
booth of the landmark station building 
into the area’s first-of-its-kind organic 
mozzarella bar. 

It has been said that the issue with 
Via Vanti! is “100 percent about public 
access to the bathrooms.” This condition 
was explicitly agreed to on Feb. 12. 

However, prior to that date and 
sometime after Jan. 27, my designated 
contact with the town board (who had 
been treating the question of evening 
bathroom access as a negotiating point) 
unilaterally terminated the deal without 
a vote of the full board. I only became 
aware of this on Feb. 11, and only in 
response to an email I had sent to my 
contact. 

In a desire to be transparent, I am 
providing a chronology of key events 
related to this matter. This chronology 
is supported by email or other form 
of objective validation. I hope this 
addresses most of the questions that 
have been raised.  

August 2012: Carla Gambescia of Via 
Vanti! becomes aware the former Flying 
Pig is no longer pursuing the Chappaqua 
station  opportunity.

October 2012: Meets New Castle 
Supervisor Susan Carpenter for the 
first time and is shown around the 
Chappaqua station.

February 2013: Via Vanti! presents its 
restaurant concept for the Chappaqua 
station to the town board.

April 2013: Approval of Via Vanti! 
restaurant proposal by vote of  full town 
board.

Via Vanti! Mount Kisco lease with 
MTA provided to the board for possible 
use as a template.

May 2013: Town agrees to key lease 
terms. 

May-October 2013: Seven-month 
hiatus necessitated by the required 
structural remediation of the train 
station’s foundation.

October 2013: Interim lease for 
morning coffee service signed; Via 
Vanti! takes over commuter service in 
anticipation of completion of lease for 
full operations.

November 2013: Election of Supervisor 
Robert Greenstein, Councilman Adam 
Brodsky and Councilwoman Lisa Katz.

Mid-November 2013: Via Vanti! 
receives first draft of a full lease since the 
town’s approval in April.

Late November 2013: Carpenter 
informs Via Vanti! that lease details will 
be finalized by the new town board.

Jan. 7, 2014: In-person meeting 
between Gambescia and Brodsky to 
review lease details to be finalized.

Jan. 14, 2014: Brodsky addresses the 
question of the status of the train station 
lease posed by NewCastleNOW, stating 
the board is working “to the best of our 
abilities to get it wrapped up.” 

Jan. 27, 2014: Phone conversation 
between Gambescia and Councilman 
Brodsky;  Brodsky expresses support of 
Via Vanti!’s preference that bathroom 
access be limited to guests during dinner 
hours and promises to express this 
preference to the full board

Feb. 11, 2014: Gambescia contacts 
Brodsky via email to move the process of 
finalizing the remaining details. Brodsky 

informs Gambescia by return email that 
“We are going to issue a Request for 
Proposal (RFP) for the space to see if we 
can find a user that can accommodate 
the open bathroom policy. I apologize 
for this misunderstanding but the 
newly elected board feels the bathroom 
availability is paramount.”  

Gambescia expresses shock and 
disbelief that a point of negotiation 
could become a “deal  breaker” and why 
Brodsky had failed to communicate this 
to her; she expresses a willingness to 
resolve the bathroom issue immediately 
and asks that the process of finalizing 
details resume.

Feb. 12, 2014: Brodsky informs 
Gambescia via email that “we are happy 
to put you into the mix” of “interviews 
with prospective tenants” at a meeting 
scheduled for March 11.

Feb. 13, 2014: By email Gambescia 
continues to protest the re-opening of 
the selection process.

By a subsequent exchange of emails, 
Brodsky attaches an RFP dated March 
2012, which states that the station 
bathrooms must be accessible to the 
public during all hours of operation. The 
councilman acknowledges that he had 
no prior knowledge of that document.

Gambescia responds that she, too, had 
no prior knowledge of the document and 
reminds Brodsky that she has already 
agreed to abide by the board’s wishes 
regarding bathroom access; 

Gambescia  continues to press for an 
explanation of why the prior board’s 
decision is now being abrogated. 

Feb. 18, 2014: Having received no 
reply to her last email from Brodsky,  
Gambescia resends it. 

The councilman responds by again 
inviting Via Vanti! to the March 11 

meeting, reiterating that the process was 
reopened due to an “unwillingness to 
compromise” over the bathrooms.

Feb. 19, 2014: Gambescia contacts 
Councilman Jason Chapin and 
Councilwoman Elise Kessler Mottel 
for their perspective on the apparent 
reversal of the board. Mottel responds 
“We will try to work things out.”

March 3, 2014: Chapin suggests Via 
Vanti! attend the March 11 meeting 
and says that he “will ask the town 
administrator and other board members 
for the specifics of the meeting.”

March 7, 2014: Chapin advises 
Gambescia via email: “I just learned that 
the train station presentations are not on 
the agenda for March 11 and don’t know 
why we were told otherwise. We will get 
back to you when we know more.”

March 8, 2014: Greenstein quoted 
in NewCastleNOW that Via Vanti! 
“reneged” on bathroom access and that 
there will be a new process underway 
to assess new tenants. He states that 
“There is no meeting scheduled to hear 
proposals for the train station.”

March 9, 2014: Mottel informs 
Gambescia by phone that the March 11 
meeting is back on.

March 10, 2014: Brodsky posts on 
NewCastleNOW that the town board 
was “very close to finalizing the lease. 
However in the interim, a number of 
other prospects have approached the 
town regarding the station.” 

March 11, 2014: Press release issued 
by town hall at 1:40 p.m. regarding the 
evening’s agendaand the addition of the 
train station presentations. Gambescia 
and a previously undisclosed contender 
present in a public session. 

Carla Gambescia is the owner of Via 
Vanti! in Mount Kisco.

By Jeff Altabef
Why write?
Everyone has his or her own reasons for writing. 

I’m pretty sure making a lot of money or becoming 
famous are long shots. If that’s your motivation, 
you might want to try the lottery--it’s easier and 
the odds are about the same.  

Most writers I know find the process fun, 
thrilling and creative. It gets in their blood, and 
after a time, they have to write. Besides, you don’t 
need to buy expensive equipment that changes 
every season to prevent you from slicing the ball 
off the tee, which is, well, inevitable no matter 
what new technology they cook into the latest golf 
club.

I started writing seriously in 2009 when I 
stopped working at an investment bank. When 
that train slowed down, I jumped feet first. My 
oldest daughter was a high school freshman at 
the time. She has always loved Harry Potter (we 

never missed a midnight release whether movie 
or book), so I thought it would be fun to work 
on our own story together. If I could 
have persuaded her to take up golf, I 
probably would never have started 
writing! We wrote a young adult 
manuscript, had lots of fun in the 
process and turned out a pretty 
good story. I was hooked.

Writing is the closest I can 
come to performing magic. I can 
create characters, places and events 
in my mind, transform them into 
words, and hopefully, if I’ve done 
a good job, readers will experience 
them. They may not see the book 
exactly as I have envisioned it, 
but the basics should be the same. I 
imagine it is the same feeling a sculptor gets when 
she transforms a block of wood into something 

greater. If I was handy, I think I would make 
furniture, but I practically failed shop in high 

school.
This column will be focused on 

writing for those who like telling 
stories. I will attempt to discuss only 

issues connected with writing, 
but I can’t promise that I won’t 
veer of course now and again. 
As you will find out, I seldom 
travel a straight line. 

Here are some cautionary 
notes for new writers: writing 
can be addictive, distracted 
driving is definitely a problem 
and you’ll probably never read 
books the same way again.

Chappaqua resident Jeff Altabef 
is author of the political thriller “Fourteenth  
Colony.”

The Accidental Writer: Writing Has So Many Rewards That it’s Worth Pursuing 

Via Vanti! Owner Seeks to Set the Record Straight on Train Station Controversy 
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By Colette Connolly
Standing Ovation Studios, under the 

direction of John Fanelli, has taken on its 
biggest production ever with the staging 
of “Ragtime the Musical,” which opened at 
the Westchester Broadway Theatre Feb. 27. 

The show, based on the 1975 E.L. 
Doctorow novel “Ragtime,” is the 
quintessential immigrant story, beautifully 
retold on the Elmsford stage with the help 
of powerful voice and dance talent that 
matches anything you’ll find on Broadway.

It tells the tale of three distinct socio-
economic groups living in turn-of-the-
century New York between 1904 and 
1906 and their struggle to adapt. The story 
depicts characters living in very different 
places, New Rochelle, Harlem, and the 
immigrant melting pot of the Lower East 
Side.

“This is a very large piece of musical 
theater in so many ways,” said Fanelli, 
who has spent the past 17 years directing, 
teaching and creating programs for young 
people in the theater arts.

“Between its powerful and varied 
musical score, large cast across three ethnic 
groups, set designs that include a working 
Model-T automobile and an intricate story 
anchored to historical events and figures 
of its time, we are raising the bar for our 
local audiences, which is both exciting and 
challenging.”

The main characters include Tateh 

(Joey Sanzaro), who plays the Latvian 
immigrant expecting to find riches in 
America, but then sees his dreams quickly 
dashed; Coalhouse Walker, Jr., (Fatye), a 
black Harlem piano player who is trying to 
fit into a society that is prejudiced against 
him, but still hoping to build a life with 
Sarah and their young son; and the upper 
class New Rochelle family, led by Mother 
and Father (Victoria Lazun and Craig 
Waletzko), who are fearful of the social 
change that is taking place around them.

The stage comes alive in the opening 
scene with the company’s large cast making 
their introductions and performing the title 
song that is also the prologue. It is then that 
the audience gets a hint of what’s to come 
in this large, sweeping show, a production 
that includes a cast of 40, including local, 
national and New York City talent.

Elements of early 20th century culture 
are woven throughout the musical, 
including the vaudeville theater scenes 
featuring the famous beauty Evelyn 
Nesbitt (Cali Laspina) and Henry Ford’s 
assembly line, where the first cars are being 
produced. 

Among the powerful voices that emanate 
from this grand production are Fayte, no 
stranger to WBT, having performed in 
“Big River,” “Hairspray,” “In The Heights” 
and other Fanelli-directed shows.

Other strong performances include 
Brittney Johnson (Sarah). Johnson has an 

outstanding voice, and coupled with Fayte, 
their rendition of “The Wheels of a Dream” 
and “Sarah Brown Eyes” overflow with 
emotion. 

Sanzaro, a Pleasantville native, delivers a 
fine performance as the immigrant Tateh, 
with a tenor voice that easily fills the stage. 
Sarah’s friend, played by Raena White, also 
makes a formidable appearance, belting 
out “Till We Reach That Day” with force, 
before being accompanied by the show’s 
other main characters. 

A number of historical, bigger-than-
life personalities are incorporated into 
the story making this a truly fascinating 
show. The anarchist Emma Goldman 
(Nadine Zahr); Henry Ford (Todd Allan 
Little); Harry Houdini (Joey Barreiro); J.P. 

Morgan (Steven Stein-Grainger); architect 
Stanford White (Evan Mayer); and 
African-American educator, author and 
orator Booker T. Washington (Antoine L. 
Smith) are all woven into the story.

Performances of “Ragtime the Musical” 
are Thursday through Sunday evenings 
as well as Thursday and Sunday matinees 
through May 4. A special ticket price of 
$67 plus tax is offered for all performances, 
with additional discounts for seniors, 
children and groups. The price includes 
the show, a three-course meal and parking. 

For tickets, call the Westchester 
Broadway Theatre at 914-592-2222 or 
visit www.RagtimeWestchester.com. The 
theater is located at 1 Broadway Plaza in 
Elmsford.

JOHN VECCHIOLA PHOTO
The large ensemble cast of  “Ragtime the Musical,” now on stage at the Westchester Broadway Theatre 
through May 4.
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Ragtime Shines on Westchester Broadway Theatre Stage
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By Neal Rentz
It is an event as welcome to many 

Westchester residents as the start of spring.
The annual Westchester Jewish Film 

Festival will begin this week at the Jacob 
Burns Film Center in Pleasantville. 
This year’s festival, which will be held 
from March 19 through Apr. 10, has 
been expanded to feature 40 programs. 
The festival is programmed by Steve 
Apkon, Brian Ackerman and Karen Sloe 
Goodman.

Goodman said the large local Jewish 
community is one reason for the event’s 
popularity. 

“There are 250,000 Jews living in 
Westchester,” she said. “It has a targeted 
audience.”

But Goodman said enthusiasm for the 
annual series runs deeper than the Jewish 
community, with audiences growing 
significantly for the series over the last 
decade. 

“The films are getting better and better,” 
she said. “There are more and more to 
choose from.” 

Goodman said the programmers work 
for about nine months to organize the 
annual event, which includes attending 
film festivals and making the difficult 
selections.

The types of films and subject matter 
included in this year’s series are varied. 
The common thread is each entry must be 

related to Jewish life, Goodman said. 
The series also has a different feel than 

some of the Burns’ other film series, 
modeling itself more like the large film 
festivals in New York and Toronto, she 
said. 

 The opening night feature, “For a 
Woman,” by acclaimed director Diane 
Kurys, known for “Peppermint Soda” and 
“Entre Nous,” is based on the director’s 
family and is about a young writer’s 
search to learn about her parents’ secret 
past during World War II. The film will 

also be shown 
on March 22 
and Apr. 3. 
A reception 
will be held 
at the theater 
following it’s 
screening.

“Holy 
Ground: Woody 
Guthrie’s 
Yiddish 
Connection,” 
scheduled for 
Apr. 9, will be 
a multimedia 
presentation 
hosted by 
Guthrie’s 
daughter, Nora. 

On a lighter 
note, “When 

Jews Were Funny” is about the  history of 
Jewish humor, which will be presented on 
March 28 and 30. Following the March 30 
screening, Emmy Award-winning actress 
and comedian Julie Gold will participate 
in a question-and-answer session.

The festival will present films about 
Jewish celebrities, including comedian and 
director David Steinberg (“Quality Balls: 
The David Steinberg Story” on March 20, 
followed by a Q&A with the comedian, and 
also on March 22 and 25); Marty Glickman, 

one of two Jewish sprinters blocked from 
competing in the 1936 Olympics in Hitler’s 
Germany who  went on to a legendary 
sports broadcasting career; (“Glickman” 
on March 23, followed by a reception 
with former NBA commissioner David 
Stern); and Marvin Hamlisch (featured  in 
“Marvin Hamlisch: What He Did for Love” 
on April 7, followed by a Q&A, which 
includes a panel with Hamlisch’s widow, 
Terre). The composer won a Pulitzer 
Prize, three Academy Awards, four Emmy 
Awards, four Grammy Awards and a Tony 
Award. 

There will be several historical 
documentaries in the series, such as 
“Simon Schama–Story of the Jews” on 
Apr. 1 featuring three episodes of the 
BBC series and a question-and-answer 
session with Schama, a British historian 
and author; “Jews & Money,” about the 
anti-Semitic kidnapping of a young Jewish 
man in France in 2006; and “The Sturgeon 
Queens,” about the four generations that 
built Russ & Daughters, the Lower East 
Side lox and herring institution. “The 
Sturgeon Queens,” will be the closing night 
event on Apr. 10 and will include “A Taste 
of Jewish New York” reception with the 
film’s director Julie Cohen.

The Jacob Burns Film Center is located 
at 364 Manville Rd. in Pleasantville. For 
more information, call 914-747-5555 or 
visit www.burnsfilmcenter.org..

JACOB BURNS FILM CENTER PHOTO
“For a Woman,” directed by Diane Kurys, is the opening night film in the 2014 
Westchester Jewish Film Festival. The series will be held from March 19 through 
Apr. 10 at the Jacob Burns Film Center in Pleasantville.
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Buyers are liars and 
sellers are storytellers is the 
first adage I heard when I 
got into real estate. 

While I got the gist of 
what the second phrase 
meant, I couldn’t quite 
grasp what agents meant 
when they called buyers 
liars. Then I caught on 
when I would hear such 
things as, “let me talk to my 
husband, I’ll get right back 
to you.” 

In my own case, I have 
a completely different 
interpretation of the 
expression. I was a liar, but 
only to myself, in what I said 
I wanted as a buyer because 
what I ended up buying just 
last week is completely different.

After some years of promising--or 
threatening--to move from the home 
in which I have  been ensconced for 
43 years, The Home Guru is moving. 
After having utilized my beloved and 
historic Ebenezer White House for a 
broad range of articles as I prepared it 
for sale, the odd thing is that I’m not 
even selling it in order to move. 

Besides being a realtor, I am the 
owner of Westchester’s longest-running 
public relations firm, headquartered in 

these historic digs. When 
a new client came along to 
sign contracts, management 
fell in love with the house 
and decided it would be 
perfect as their new offices.  

This offers me the 
opportunity to become a 
landlord of a professional 
office building that can 
be expanded upon and 
maintained as a profit center 
for life. Of course there are 
responsibilities, but my 
investment in restoring and 
maintaining this property 
that I had always felt was 
above and beyond what 
I should spend to get a 
reasonable return has paid 
off for me and I’m thrilled. 

Now let me tell you what I have 
in store for The Home Guru’s new 
lifestyle, the one to which I will 
eventually retire, but I promise, not 
any time soon. It all started with the 
urging of Mrs. Home Guru, Margaret. 
Our property here is gorgeous but did 
require a lot of outside work, which 
when I was younger, was my domain 
and I loved it.

However, it became more challenging 
as I got busier and downright 
burdensome physically as I got older. 

I’m still in good shape but admit that 
my stamina has its limits compared to 
when I was in my thirties. 

I had always expected to downsize 
to a quaint cottage in the woods in 
some rarified elevation, perhaps with a 
small pond or on a lake. But my wife 
has always been more gregarious than 
I and she had other ideas. She first 
looked at attached townhouses, then 
condos, and finally convinced me to 
visit Trump Park in my hometown of 
Yorktown in Shrub Oak. Since first 
built in 2002, I had thought they were 
beautifully done, but I preferred a 
place where I could swing open my 
doors and walk directly into the great 
outdoors. 

“If I wanted to live in a building that’s 
like apartments in the city,” I’d say, “I’d 
live in the city. I don’t want to walk 
down a hallway to get to my home.”

But my wife was determined and 
told me to contact Nancy Kennedy, the 
exclusive agent at Houlihan Lawrence, 
for a showing. 

From the first time I met Kennedy 
and experienced her skill, knowledge 
and manner with her clients, I thought 
if I were not me I’d want to be her. 
When she was walking us through 
the building to the unit Margaret had 
identified as perfect for us, a resident 
walking in the opposite direction, a 

man about my age on his way to the 
gym with his duffel bag, leaned into 
her and whispered with a smile, “Did 
you tell them that really bad people live 
on this floor?”

It’s amazing how one comment, that 
one small thing, can change the whole 
paradigm about where and how you 
want to live. This was the prelude to a 
kiss with my new life.  

After more than 40 years of living 
in isolation, separated on an island of 
streets and trees from any other living 
soul, I wanted to know who this fellow 
was. I wanted to know where he came 
from and whether we could be friends. 
I wanted to go with him to the gym. 
I wanted to be close neighbors and 
friends. I wanted to belong.   

Next week, I will tell you how my 
new lifestyle unfolded before me.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® 
associated with William Raveis Real 
Estate and Founder of Primavera 
Public Relations, Inc., the longest 
running public relations agency in 
Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.com, 
specializing in lifestyles, real estate and 
development. His real estate site is: 
www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his 
blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To 
engage the services of The Home Guru 
and his team to market your home for 
sale, call 914-522-2076.
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www.miraclehomeimprovements.com

Call NOW for a FREE estimate 
with our Spring Savings!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

What's hot this week at Somers Custom Framing?

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!
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By Martin Wilbur
When the calendar says it’s springtime, 

Kelly Wietsma becomes real busy. That’s 
particularly true for about a five-week 
period heading into the first weekend in 
May and extending through early June.

Wietsma’s hectic schedule is because 
she’s president and founder of Equisponse, 
her own marketing and public relations 
firm that serves some of the best-known 
figures in the thoroughbred racing 
industry. Those five weeks, encompassing 
the sport’s popular Triple Crown series, 
represents her clients’ best chance of 
parlaying whatever on-track success they 
have had into additional media exposure 
and ultimately endorsements.

“Really, the emphasis is on the Triple 
Crown and our world championships (in 
the fall) because there’s not a lot to do 
between that,” Wietsma said.

With the exception of one fulltime 
client, jockeys, trainers and owners seek 
her out if they have a contender going 
into the Kentucky Derby or in the Triple 
Crown’s remaining two legs, the Preakness 
and Belmont Stakes. 

Currently, Wietsma works with about 

eight to 12 jockeys and several owners 
and trainers, including the nation’s leading 
trainer for the past six years, Todd Pletcher, 
her biggest client. She pitches interviews 
and appearances and pursues companies 
for endorsements. For the past decade it 
has been commonplace to see a jockey’s 
pants adorned with corporate logos during 
the sport’s most important races.

One of Wietsma’s biggest commercial 
scores was when she nabbed a UPS 
endorsement for the owner of 2008 
Kentucky Derby and Preakness winner Big 
Brown. 

“The value that he got out of that, he won 
the Derby and the Preakness and threw 
in a clunker in the Belmont, as they say, 
(but) the idea is the media ride you take,” 
she said. “It’s a five-week period, if all goes 
well.”

Wietsma’s biggest media success was 
securing a 60 Minutes interview for her one 
year-round client, jockey Rosie Napravnik, 
who was bidding to become the first 
woman rider to win the Derby. She sought 
her out as a fulltime client not because of 
the novelty of a female rider, but because 
Napravnik, “a marketing person’s dream,” 

is one of the best jockeys-
-male or female. As of last 
week, she ranked  third in 
the U.S. in wins in 2014.

Although Wietsma, 54, 
an Armonk resident for 
just over 20 years with her 
husband, Rick, has loved 
horses since childhood, she, 
like millions of others had 
little knowledge of horse 
racing outside of the Triple 
Crown. 

Born and raised near Los Angeles, 
Wietsma was first exposed to marketing 
in the music industry. After high school, 
Wietsma got a job at a music store, and 
soon after moved into the marketing side, 
working with record labels, artists and 
radio stations. Despite briefly attending 
night classes at UCLA, her job took her 
out of town too often to continue. Soon 
earning $38,000 a year, a large sum at the 
time, it was too lucrative to give up.

“My plan was to go back but I got this 
great job offer and then that led to another 
great job and next thing you know, five 
years later, it was like, ‘Wow,’” recalled 
Wietsma, who also enjoys photography. 
“But it was great. I would never encourage 
anyone to do that but it just worked out 
that way for me.”

By the early ‘90s, her husband, who 
worked for Warner Brothers, accepted a 
transfer to come to New York. The couple 
settled in Armonk, centrally located in 
Westchester and near horse farms.

Wietsma was at first content to be a 

stay-at-home mom, raising 
her daughter, now 21, and 
her now 16-year-old son. 
But by 1999, she was itching 
for something to do, so she 
decided to combine her 
marketing expertise with her 
love of horses.

That is when she launched 
Equisponse, initially 
representing members of 
the U.S. Equestrian team. 
Wietsma helped snag 

endorsements for members of the team 
that went to the Sydney Olympics in 2000, 
but after a few years realized it was too 
much work for little reward.

When Wietsma watched Funny Cide 
romp to victory in the 2003 Preakness 
to set up a Triple Crown possibility, she 
got the idea to line up endorsements for 
three jockeys for the Belmont, including 
the riders of Funny Cide and the eventual 
winner. The move infuriated some 
members of the racing establishment. 
Churchill Downs, the home of the Derby, 
would later fight her in federal court, but 
she won her case as a First Amendment 
issue.

“It’s sports marketing, so we’re still very 
much behind the times, and it’s a fight I 
fight every day to this day,” Wietsma said.

But spring arrives this week and the 
excitement of this year’s Triple Crown is 
approaching, with the contenders sorting 
themselves out and Wietsma looking 
forward to who she may represent next.

know your
Neighbor

Kelly Wietsma
Horse Racing Marketing Firm Owner, Armonk
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s Find out what the 
Indigo Girls already 

know about The 
Grifter's new album, 

Dangerous World 
–"Songs that stick 

like glue with a 
voice I can't get 

enough of." 
- Emily Saliers of the 

Indigo Girls 

Call 914-403-7053 for information on purchasing the album or visit bcmtunes.com

Available on I-tunes 
and Amazon.com

While St. Patrick’s Day has 
become, for better or worse, 
a celebration of beer, we sure 
do some funky things to our 
beloved brews in the name of 
the patron saint of Ireland. 

The purists may have 
scrunched their noses, but 
most everyone seemed 
to enjoy the winkingly-
titled Gimmicky Green 
Ale, colored with algae-
type-thing spirulina, in the 
Captain Lawrence tasting 
room around this time last 
year.

The brewery outdid itself this year with 
Kevin’s Bacon Ale, made of Irish malt, 
oats, maple syrup and…wait for it…smell 
it…savor it… Hemlock Hill bacon. The 
latter ingredient—heck, perhaps all of 
them—“makes this a perfect breakfast 
beer,” according to the beer menu.

Ryan Kipp’s meaty, malty brew 
got people out to the tasting room. 
Pleasantville’s Mike Villata, first caught 
a whiff of the Bacon Ale while at the 
brewery’s Trivia Night a few days before. 

“I said, I gotta have bacon beer,” he said.
He told Casandra Maniotis of the 

Bronx. She told Carol Scholl of North 
Bergen, N.J. Everyone told someone else 
of this mysterious porcine potion, and 
suddenly they had a posse. 

“It’s got a nice, smoky 
flavor,” Maniotis said. “It’s 
easy going down.”

It’s hard not to smile 
when speaking with 
Villata, who has plastered 
walls from here to 
Tipperary with stickers 
that state, simply, SMILE, 
part of an initiative 
he calls “optimistic 
vandalism.” On Monday 
he and Maniotis sported 
“Kiss Me, I’m Smileish” 
t-shirts.

There’s a colorful array of St. Patrick’s 
t-shirts in the room, even if they’re all 
green. One man’s shows a leprechaun 
spewing up into his pot at the end of the 
rainbow, a fresh take on Irish hurling. One 
hale fella even sports a Jets’ Tim Tebow 
jersey. Some team shirts are legitimate 
throwback jerseys; others simply deserve 
to be thrown back like an undersized 
scup.

The Captain’s special St. Patrick’s brews 
also included the Irish red ale Fiona and 
the flaked oats-brewed pale ale Demon 
Sweat. But Christine Brown of Sleepy 
Hollow is here to try Kevin’s Bacon. 

“It’s got seven pounds of bacon in it!” 
she enthused. “It sounds delicious.”

Her pal Ariel Fox—yes, she’s a real 
mermaid—of Rye Brook has started off 

with the Sun Block, a savvy choice on a 
warmish day when people are actually on 
the patio for the first time in way too long. 
Her fondest St. Patrick’s memory involves 
getting hit on by a dude she describes with 
an unprintable noun, only to have the guy 
snag the couch she was intending to crash 
on, thus making him a double unprintable 
noun. Add in the guy’s gum sticking to 
the couch, and we’re not exactly sure what 
made that St. Pat’s quite so special.

Brown’s best Erin Go Bragh memories 
include their group of friends attending 
the Sleepy Hollow St. Patrick’s Day parade 
in recent years, causing Fox’s eyes to go 
wide as hurling balls. 

“You guys bitched about it the whole 
time!” she said.

“We had a great time,” 
Brown insisted.

They bicker like old pals, 
pausing to sip their beers.

Making his very first St. 
Patrick’s Day memories 
is James Jarvis, a wee boy of four and a 
half months, looking resplendent in his 
My First St. Patrick’s Day onesie. His 
folks, who recently moved to Peekskill, 
are there with some old friends from New 
York City.

“My husband is a beer fanatic,” said 
Kristin, apparently a St. Patrick’s Day 
fanatic in her green bonnet. “He loves 
Captain Lawrence.”

She cooked corned beef and cabbage on 
Monday. But on this day she was dying to 
check out the band, Burke’s Revenge.

“My maiden name is Burke,” she 
explained.

Set up on palates in the brewery room, 
the band cranks out a hodgepodge of hits 
stemming from the Emerald Isle. The 
mood is upbeat. The sun is shining. The 
party is on.

So much so that a gaggle of Pace 
seniors has skipped the usual spring 
break sunspots to enjoy St. Patrick’s Day 
where it’s meant to be enjoyed: New York. 
Griffin Timony of Rockville Center sips 
the Amber Rush and Charles Link of 
Poughkeepsie the Fiona. Rich Volini of 

Queens has the Imperial 
IPA while Grace Bueti of 
Mount Kisco one-ups him 
with the Seeking Alpha 
triple IPA. Asked how the 
12 percent ABV beer is 
going down, she offers the 

OK sign and a blissed out grin.
There is more to St. Patrick’s Day than 

bars and beer. In fact, Fox said neither 
figures in all that much to her ideal St. 
Patrick’s Day, though her passion for the 
holiday is palpable.

 “I love parades—I love getting into the 
spirit,” she said. “I’m not a big drinker but 
I really enjoy the festivities.”

Notes From the
 Tasting Room

Michael Malone  
(malone5a@yahoo.com).

All I Wanted for St. Patrick’s Day Was Bacon Beer
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By Colette Connolly
Yoga aficionados looking to take their 

passion to the next level might want 
to consider teacher-training courses 
offered by Michelle Briks, a longtime 
yoga instructor and director of Ohra 
Yoga and Wellness. 

The certified yoga school based in 
Mount Kisco is located at the Saw Mill 
Club and offers the 200-hour training 
courses for students who are interested 
in teaching yoga in studios, gyms or 
privately. 

All of Briks’ programs are certified 
by the Yoga Alliance, an organization 
that sets the recommended standards 
for yoga teacher training programs and 
allows fully trained instructors to teach 
in the United States and abroad.

“I feel very blessed to be able to do this 
every day,” said Briks, who is passionate 
about what she does and the effect it can 
have on people physically and mentally.

To be able to enroll in the classes, at 
least three months of yoga practice is 

suggested and a passion for improving 
the health and wellness of others. 
Students who want to deepen their 
knowledge of this 5,000-year-old Eastern 
tradition are also great candidates for 
such training, added Briks, who teaches 
a variety of yoga classes at the club.

Having recently celebrated the school’s 
fifth graduation, Briks is excited about 
continuing to offer instruction in 
small classes that easily accommodate 
the individual needs and schedules of 
students. It is where they can receive 
hands-on instruction in a variety of 
teacher training programs. 

There is training for the Ma’ayan 
program, which is open to Jewish 
women and teaches yoga philosophy 
from a Jewish perspective. In this 
program, Briks offers teacher training 
with an emphasis on Jewish values and 
spirituality. 

Briks also offers a Vinyasa-based 
teacher training program, known 
as Tagar, which focuses on yoga for 

athletics, functional movement and yoga 
therapeutics. 

The idea behind this particular training 
program, Briks noted, is that students 
learn how to integrate and deepen their 
own yoga practice first and then develop 
the skills necessary to safely guide their 
own classes.

The basis of Briks’ curriculum is not 
only about teaching yoga positions, it’s 
about providing valuable information 
that will enable the program’s participants 
to become certified teachers. 

That includes lessons on anatomy 
and physiology as it relates to yoga; 
ancient yoga philosophy; how to work 

with different types of students, such 
as pregnant women and children; and 
the values and responsibilities of the 
yoga teacher. In addition, incorporating 
the practice of Ayurveda (a holistic 
approach to health that is designed to 
promote well-being) into one’s lifestyle 
and practice is also available.

While much of the training is hands 
on, Briks who earned a bachelor’s degree 
in dietetics and a master’s in nutrition 
and exercise from Queens College, 
expects her students to complete a 
designated amount of home study and be 
ready to participate in her post-training 
mentoring opportunities. 

In addition to teaching five to six yoga 
classes a week at the club and the teacher 
training programs she runs, Briks is 
a strong advocate for healthy eating. 
Visitors to her website, www. http://
ohrawellness.com, will find several 
healthy recipes and other valuable 
resources they can easily apply to their 
own lives, she said.

 “No matter the level of my students, 
all of them end up having this deep, life-
changing experience as a result of this 
training,” Briks said.

The training programs take place at 
the Saw Mill Club located at 77 Kensico 
Drive in Mount Kisco. To see a schedule 
of upcoming training programs, visit the 
Ohra Yoga and Wellness website or call 
1-888-980-Ohra (6472). 
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Ohra Yoga and Wellness
Mount Kisco

Select Books
Distinctive Cards

Journals

...and more!

Bookmarks

Special Orders

Gift Certificates

Free Gift Wrapping

Unique Gifts

Book Group Discounts

School Orders

Cookbooks

Agate Book Ends

Children’s Books

Reference Books

Out-of-Print Searches

The Village
�

Bookstore

Ten Washington Ave.

Pleasantville, NY

Across from the Burns Film Center

914.769.8322

staff@pleasantvillebooks.com
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Alex and Ani is now at Twin Jewelers
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Michelle Briks, on the floor, owner of  Ohra Yoga 
and Wellness, is surrounded by some of  her 
students who recently graduated. 
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Tuesday, March 18
Lego Club. Constructive creativity. For 

children in grades 3-6. Chappaqua Public 
Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 
4 p.m. Free. Also March 25. Registration 
required. Info and registration: 914-238-
4779.

Italian Language and Culture With 
Mara De Matteo. De Matteo combines 
lively conversation with grammatical 
instruction, creating interactive lessons 
on the richness of Italian culture, past 
and present, through real-life anecdotes, 
literature, personal memoirs, films and 
photography. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 6:30 
p.m. Free. Also March 25. Info: 914-273-
3887 or www.northcastlelibrary.org.

Author at the Library. Robert Stava, 
author of “The Feast of Saint Anne,” will 
conduct a book talk and signing. This 
second novel in the Hudson Horror series is 
actually four novellas, each an overlapping 
tale that takes place during the annual 
Feast of Saint Anne’s Carnival that marks 
the beginning of every summer in Wyvern 
Falls. Copies of the book will be available 
for purchase. Mount Pleasant Public 
Library, 350 Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 
7:30 p.m.  Free. Info: 914-769-0548.

Wednesday, March 19
Zumba Fitness. Achieve long-term 

benefits while having a blast in one 
exciting hour of calorie-burning, body-
energizing, awe-inspiring movements 
meant to engage and captivate for life. For 
all fitness levels. Dance Emotions, 75 S. 
Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. Every Monday 
and Wednesday at 9 a.m. and Saturdays at 
10 a.m. Drop in or weekly discount rates 
available. Info: Contact Peggy at 914 960-
4097.

Knitting Group. Hats for our 
servicemen and women overseas and 
other ongoing projects for care centers 
and hospitals. Clinton Street Center, 1A 
Clinton St., Pleasantville. 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
Free. Meets every Monday and Wednesday. 
Info: 914-769-2021.

Baby Time. A fun interactive lap sit story 
time. Includes songs, rhymes and a few very 
short stories to give babies an opportunity 
to socialize and parents a time to share. 
Recommended for newborns through 
12 months old. Mount Pleasant Public 
Library, 350 Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 
10 to 10:20 a.m. Free. Every Monday and 
Wednesday in March. Info: 914-769-0548 
or www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Toddler Time. Uses finger plays, action 
rhymes, songs and stories to encourage 
an enjoyment of books and to stimulate 
early listening skills, learning and speaking 
skills. Recommended for children one 
to two and a half years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford 
Rd., Pleasantville. 10:30 to 11 a.m. Free. 
Every Monday, Wednesday and Friday 

in March. Info: 914-769-0548 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Bounce the Baby. North Castle Public 
Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East., 
Armonk. 11 a.m. Free. Also March 26. 
Info: 914-273-3887.

Preschool Story Time. An interactive 
story time using picture books, songs, 
finger plays, action rhymes and other 
activities to encourage the enjoyment 
of books and language. Recommended 
for children two and a half to five years 
old. Mount Pleasant Public Library, 350 
Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 11 to 11:30 
a.m. Free. Every Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday in March. Info: 914-769-0276 or 
www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Senior Benefits Information Center. 
Counselors offer older adults one-on-
one counseling covering a broad range 
of topics including Medicare health and 
prescription plans, food stamps, HEAP, 
EPIC, weatherization, minor home repair 
and tax relief programs. Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 Main St., Mount Kisco. 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Free. Every Wednesday. 
Info: 914-231-3260.

Preschool Story Time and Crafts. 
Help develop your child’s creativity from 
a young age with imaginative tales and 
artistic crafts. For children three to six 
years old. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East., Armonk. 4 p.m. 
Free. Also March 26. Info: 914-273-3887.

Teen Book Club. Enjoy amazing books, 
fun snacks and entertaining discussions 
with Lauren Berger, who is working on her 
Girl Scout Gold Award. “Alice’s Adventures 
in Wonderland” by Lewis Carroll will 
be discussed. For students in grades 6-8. 
Chappaqua Public Library, 195 S. Greeley 
Ave., Chappaqua. 5 to 6 p.m. Free. Info: 
914-238-4779 or www.chappaqualibrary.
org.

Colonial Art in Australia. Led by LIU 
Professor Valerie Franco. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

Living With Psoriasis. A program 
discussing simple strategies for those who 
are afflicted. Mount Kisco Public Library, 
100 E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 7 to 8:30 
p.m. Free. Registration recommended. 
Info and registration: 914-864-0137.

Thursday, March 20
Let Your Yoga Dance Classes. The 

popular Kripalu noon dance class is now 
in Chappaqua! Combines easy dance, 
gentle yoga and great music. Come join 
this noncompetitive, heart pumping and 
joyful experience. Drop-ins welcome. 
Dance Emotions, 75 S. Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua.10 a.m. $20 per 75 min. class. 
Every Tuesday and Thursday. Info: 914-
238-8974 or email claudiayogadance@
gmail.com.

Toddler Time. Uses finger plays, action 
rhymes, songs and stories to encourage 

an enjoyment of books and to stimulate 
early listening skills, learning and speaking 
skills. Mount Pleasant Public Library, 125 
Lozza Drive, Valhalla. 10:30 to 11 a.m. 
Free. Recommended for children one to 
two and a half years old. Every Tuesday 
and Thursday in March. Info: 914-741-
0276 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Wolves of North America. Learn about 
the mythology, biology and ecology of 
wolf families and discover why March is a 
special time for packs in North America. 
Wolf Conservation Center, South Salem.11 
a.m. Adults: $13. Children (under 12): $11. 
Also March  22, 25 and 28. Pre-registration 
required. Info and pre-registration: Visit 
www.nywolf.org.

Preschool Story Time. An interactive 
story time using picture books, songs, finger 
plays, action rhymes and other activities 
to encourage the enjoyment of books and 
language. Mount Pleasant Public Library, 
125 Lozza Drive., Valhalla 11 to 11:30 a.m. 
Free. Recommended for children two and 
a half to five years old. Every Tuesday and 
Thursday in March. Info: 914-741-0276 or 
www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Yiddish Vinkle. Yiddish speakers (or 
dabblers) enjoy Yiddish poetry, current 
events, short stories, humor, songs, music 
and great camaraderie. Rosenthal JCC, 600 
Bear Ridge Rd., Pleasantville. 1 to 3 p.m. $6 
suggested donation. Meets every Thursday. 
Info: 914-741-0333 ext. 24 or visit www.
rosenthaljcc.org.

Multilingual Mother Goose. Learn and 
share songs and rhymes in other languages. 
For children birth to five years old; with 
an adult. Chappaqua Public Library, 195 
S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 2:30 p.m. 
Free. Meets every Thursday. Registration 
required. Info and registration: 914-238-
4779.

Open House. Honoring the first day of 
spring, the new owners of License 2 Grill 
will be hosting this celebration for the 
community. Enjoy samples that include 
BBQ pulled pork, burger sliders, turkey 
chili, buffalo chicken and the signature 
dessert nutella mousse. License 2 Grill, 
802 Commerce St., Thornwood. 3 to 5 
p.m. Free. RSVP required. Info: www.
license2grillny.com. RSVP: contact@
license2grillny.com.

Tutoring. Help in English, writing and 
math for elementary and middle school 
students. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 3:30 p.m. 
Free. Also March 27. Info: Contact Mary 
Johnson at 914-273-3887 or mjohnson@
wlsmail.org.

LEGO Club for Children. Share 
ideas with other builders and let your 
imagination go wild. North Castle Public 
Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd., Armonk. 4 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887. 

Pleasantville Fund for Learning’s Guys 
Night Out. Snacks, drinks and a cool time. 
Proceeds to benefit PFFL. Lucy’s Lounge, 

446 Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 8 to 10 p.m. 
$35. Info: hollyboes@aol.com.

Friday, March 21
Zumba Gold. Try this low-impact 

approach to Zumba for the older active 
adult and baby boomer with the same 
sassy, sweaty, fun-filled cardio workout in 
an easy learning environment. Ongoing 
classes; drop-ins welcome. Addie-tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza, Pleasantville. 11:15 a.m. to 12:15 
p.m. $12. Four- and eight-week cards 
available. Meets every Friday. Info: 914-
747-0808 or email instructor at olin.amyj@
gmail.com.

Share Your Talent. Open mic and stage 
available for those who would like to share 
their talent--singing, dancing, playing 
music, reading. For students in grades 7-12. 
Chappaqua Public Library theater, 195 S. 
Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. 
Free. Register online to perform. Info and 
registration: www.chappaqualibrary.org.

Zumba Fitness Class. Addie-Tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial Plaza 
(lower level), Pleasantville. 5:30 to 6:30 
p.m. $15 a class. $29 for four classes. $55 
for eight classes. Meets every Friday. Info: 
917-215-1720, email AddietudeDance@
gmail.com or visit www.Addie-tude.com. 

Friday Night Cinema and 
Conversation: “Rabbit Proof Fence.” With 
LIU Professor Valerie Franco. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

“Fiddler on the Roof.” The Bell 
School Theatre Company presents this 
popular musical with the first of three 
performances. Seven Bridges Middle 
School auditorium, 222 Seven Bridges Rd., 
Chappaqua. 7:30 p.m. $12. Also March 22 
at 7:30 p.m. and March 23 at 2 p.m. 

Saturday, March 22
Financial Education Day. Workshops 

are offered by some of the Hudson Valley’s 
leading financial experts to help participants 
get the most out of their money. Keynote 
speaker is CNBC senior commodities and 
personal finance correspondent Sharon 
Epperson. Westchester Community 
College’s Gateway Center, 75 Grasslands 
Rd., Valhalla. 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Free. 
Advance reservations strongly encouraged 
although walk-ins are welcome. Info: 
Contact Suzanne Matthews at 914-606-
5627. Reservations: 914-606-6559 or visit 
www.mysunywcc.org/fed.

Chappaqua Farmers Market. Church 
of St. Mary the Virgin, 191 S. Greeley 
Ave., Chappaqua. 8:30 to 1 p.m. Every 
Saturday until May. Info: Visit www.
chappaquafarmersmarket.org.

Pleasantville Farmers Market. The 
market is back indoors and even better 
than last year, with more winter-grown 
produce, meats, breads, cheeses, prepared 

continued on page 23

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Martin Wilbur at mwilbur@theexaminernews.com.com.
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foods and all the goodies you know and 
love. Pleasantville Middle School, 40 
Romer Ave., Pleasantville. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Every Saturday until mid May. Info: Visit 
www.pleasantvillefarmersmarket.org.

Wildlife Rehabilitator’s Workshop. 
Led by licensed wildlife rehabilitators, 
this workshop will focus on the different 
aspects of working with wildlife, teach 
you how to respond appropriately and 
detail what’s involved in becoming a 
wildlife rehabilitator in New York State. 
Bring lunch. Adults only. Teatown Lake 
Reservation, 1600 Spring Valley Rd., 
Ossining. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Members: 
$20. Non-members: $25. Pre-registration 
required. Info and pre-registration: 914-
762-2912 ext. 110.

Practice Tai Chi. Learn specific 
feldenkrais and chi kung breathing 
techniques for deep relaxation and apply 
them to tai chi movement. A hands-on 
class geared toward each participant’s 
level. Led by instructor Larry Attile. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East., Armonk. 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
Free. Info: 914-273-3889.

Learn and Practice Bridge. Instructor 
Joel Goren will work with new and 
returning players. North Castle Public 
Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 

Armonk. 1 to 3 p.m. Free. Meets every 
Saturday in March. Info: 914-273-3889.

StAbility: The Ability to Perform. An 
athletic performance seminar presented 
by The Kombine. You must have a stable 
foundation to throw properly. Stability 
is the key to performance and must be 
enhanced to achieve optimal ability. Test 
your stAbility in the OptoJump system and 
learn to improve your throwing potential. 
The Kombine, 27 Radio Circle, Mount 
Kisco. 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. Free. Reservations 
required. Reservations: 914-244-0956. 
Info: Visitwww.kombinetraining.com.

Spring Fling Fun. Explore our trails 
with a naturalist to see who’s awake after a 
long winter’s nap. Meet some live animals 
and learn how they welcome spring. Take 
home a craft to get spring started at your 
house. Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 
Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 2 p.m. Members: 
$5. Non-members: $8. Info: 914-723-3470 
or visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Opening Reception for Mamaroneck 
Artists Guild’s Road Show. As part of the 
continuing celebration of the guild’s 60th 
anniversary, members will exhibit works 
in a variety of media. Through Apr. 19. 
Greenburgh Public Library’s Howard and  
Ruth Jacobs Family Gallery, 300 Tarrytown 
Rd., Elmsford. 2 to 4 p.m. Free. Gallery 
hours are Monday, Thursday, Friday and 

Saturday from 10a.m. to 5:30 p.m.; Tuesday 
and Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. and 
Sunday from 1 to 5 p.m. Info: 914-834-1117 
or visit www.mamaroneckartistsguild.org.

Fifth Annual Hudson Valley Young 
Ringers Handbell Festival. Six handbell 
choirs with ringers in fourth grade through 
high school from New York and New Jersey, 
including one from the Emanuel Lutheran 
Church in Pleasantville, will participate 
culminating in a benefit concert. Selections 
will include “Campana Sonos” and “Love 
Will Find a Way.” To benefit Backpack 
Snack Attack. First Presbyterian Church of 
Katonah, 31 Bedford Rd., Katonah. 4 p.m. 
Free. Free-will offerings will be accepted. 
Info: 914-232-4568.

Evening Howl. Enjoy visiting the wolves 
during their favorite hour--dusk. Learn 
about the mythology, biology and ecology 
of wolves in North America while enjoying 
a wine and cheese spread. Guests will 
take a short sunset hike to howl with the 
Ambassador wolves. For adults 21 years 
old and up. Wolf Conservation Center, 
South Salem. 5 p.m. $20. Pre-registration 
required. Info and pre-registration: Visit 
www.nywolf.org. 

Lagond’s Live From the Haven Benefit 
Concert. Proceeds go toward Lagond 
Music School programs and facilities. 
Featuring The Head First Band playing 
southern rock n’ roll and New Vinyl 

performing R&B, funk and Motown. Cash 
bar. Lagond Music School, 9 Haven St., 
Elmsford. 7:30 p.m. $10. Info: 914-345-
0512. 

Farm Table Dinners. Come for another 
wonderful chef ’s dinner inspired by the 
season and the local bounty of the Hudson 
Valley. Enjoy the company of friends and 
neighbors at  antique farm tables for a truly 
memorable evening. Susan Lawrence, 26 
N. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 7:30 p.m. 
$125 plus tax and gratuities. Reservations 
required. Info and reservations: 914-238-
8833 ext. 204.

Sunday, March 23
Church Service. St. John’s Episcopal 

Church, 8 Sunnyside Ave., Pleasantville. 
Rite I Holy Eucharist at 8 a.m. Rite III, a 
service geared toward families with young 
children at 9:15 a.m. Rite II Choral Service 
Holy Eucharist at 10:45 a.m. Every Sunday. 
Info: 914-769-0053.

Froggie Went a Courtin’. Vernal 
pools are the place for action as frogs 
and salamanders return to mate and lay 
eggs.  Hike with an educator to Hidden 
Valley in search of amphibian amour. All 
welcome. Teatown Lake Reservation, 1600 
Spring Valley Rd., Ossining. 10 to 11:30 
a.m. Members: Free. Non-members: $5. 
Pre-registration required. Info and pre-

By Janine Bowen
With heroin use on the rise the past 

few years, Phoenix House partnered 
with Drug Crisis in Our Backyard last 
week to host a forum on how to tackle 
this disturbing trend. 

“The USA is facing the worst drug 
epidemic in its history,” Phoenix House 
CEO Howard Meitiner said during the 
rehabilitation center’s March 13 event in 
Shrub Oak. “In the next 12 months…it 
is possible that there will be more deaths 
in the country from drug overdoses than 
deaths at the height of the HIV/AIDS 
crisis.” 

The current crisis is the use of heroin 
and opioid pills, including Vicodin 
and Oxycodone. Abuse of opioids is 
currently the third leading killer in the 
country behind heart disease and cancer. 
Heroin overdoses are most common 
among the younger white population 
between the ages of 20 and 34, but older 
users actually have a higher overall death 
rate due to abuse of pain pills prescribed 
by doctors. 

“We now have defacto legalization 
of heroin,” said Dr. Andrew Kolodny, 
calling pills such as Vicodin  “heroin 
pills.” 

Kolodny blamed the current opioid 
epidemic on the overprescribing of 
pain pills in situations where they are 

unwarranted. Kolodny wants to see 
more stringent restrictions enacted to 
prescribe the pills, which more than 60 
percent of patients admit to using for 
purposes other than pain. 

“My son is dead due to a local trusted 
doctor who prescribed oxy to my son for 
back pain,” said Carol Christiansen, who 
co-founded Drug Crisis in Our Backyard, 
a foundation that aims to raise awareness 
to the opioid epidemic. “From January 
2011 to his death on June 9, 2012, this 
doctor continued to give my son 180 
to 240 pills a month knowing that this 
amount is addictive. This has to stop.” 

Restricting opioid prescriptions would 
not only limit access to drug seekers, but 
would reduce the black market for the 
drugs, which can be sold for as much as 
$30 per pill, Christiansen said.

Similar to Christiansen’s son, 
filmmaker Greg Williams, who spoke at 
the forum, became addicted to pills after 
being prescribed oxycodone for back 
pain. 

Williams’ new film, “Anonymous 
People,” focuses on the 23 million 
recovering addicts nationwide who often 
live in silence. He, along with the event’s 
other panelists, want to get the public 
talking about addiction issues. Williams 
urged people to donate to addiction 
foundations the same way they may give 

to research for other diseases. 
The goal is to remove the stigma 

surrounding addiction, so that those 
who suffer will not be embarrassed to 
seek help. 

David Sheff, whose new book, “Clean,” 
attempts to explain the current drug 
crisis, reminded the audience that drug 
addiction can happen to anybody. 

“We think about addicts. We have 
images of what they look like. We see 
them when we walk down the streets, in 
alleys…the isolated and the derelict, the 
homeless, in some cases, the psychotic; 
those are addicts, not our children. It 
could never happen to me, we think,” 
said Sheff, whose son, Nick, suffered 
with addiction. 

A large portion of the forum called 
for less emphasis on punishing addicts 
and more on helping to find treatment 
options. Instead of prosecuting addicts, 
panelists said that the underlying cause 
of the drug use must be addressed. 

Almost two-thirds of patients treated 
at Phoenix House for drug addiction 
have a co-existing psychological 
disorder and turned to drugs in place of 
therapy. In addition, other factors, such 
as past trauma or even stress, which high 
school students stated as their number 
one reason for doing drugs, can lead to 
addiction.  

Kolodny emphasized that addiction 
is a disease and that most people who 
become addicted to opioids are not 
simply using the drugs recreationally.

“Most people, once addicted, do not 
take heroin or pain killers because they’re 
having a ball,” he said. “They’re taking 
the pills and heroin, in many cases, just 
to try and feel normal.” 

Panelists at last week’s forum not 
only want to encourage addicts to 
seek treatment, but to reform current 
treatment programs. Currently, 90 
percent of drug rehabilitation programs 
do not rely on evidence-based treatment. 
Also, addiction treatment was not 
covered by most insurance companies 
prior to the Affordable Care Act. 

One woman in the audience shared 
her story about how her son was denied 
inpatient detox by his insurance company 
four days before dying of an overdose in 
2012. Denial of addiction treatment is 
a common occurrence, which actually 
violates the 2008 Mental Health and 
Addiction Equity Act.

The woman was far from the only one 
in attendance whose life was touched by 
drug abuse. To end the forum, Williams 
asked all of those who knew someone 
who suffered from addiction to stand up. 
Almost half of the people in attendance 
rose to their feet. 

Forum Focuses on Ways to Tackle Growing Drug Epidemic

continued from page 22

continued on page 25
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By Jon Craig
If you support legalizing marijuana for 

medical uses, call your state senator. 
That was the message last Friday 

from a dozen hospice patients and 
local Democratic members of the state 
Assembly who have passed legislation 
four times to allow prescription use of pot 
only to have the bills killed in the Senate.

At a press conference hosted 
by Assemblywoman Amy Paulin 
(D-Scarsdale) at the White Plains 
offices of Hospice and Palliative Care of 
Westchester, elected officials were joined 
by about a dozen patients struggling 
with serious pain and illness. Some 
were restricted to wheelchairs, others 
accompanied their parents. 

Assemblywoman Sandra Galef said 
this year Assembly Bill 6357 is probably 
more likely to pass than it’s ever been. 
The bill is currently before the Senate 
Health Committee. The legislation has 
been amended to make it harder to grow 
marijuana for illegal sale and use, Galef 
said. 

Gov. Andrew Cuomo has issued an 
order allowing 20 hospitals in the state 
to move toward legal use of the drug for 
medical purposes, with related spending 
in his proposed state budget. “It will be 
in the budget discussion,” Galef said. 
“Hopefully they will do the right thing. 
The benefits to those suffering who 
have not had success with other forms 
of pain management seem to me to 

greatly outweigh the 
risks, especially if we 
are diligent about how 
we administer access in 
our state. We hope to 
get it done in the next 
two weeks and then 
we can come back and 
celebrate.”

Assemblyman David 
Buchwald (D-White 
Plains) said the 
consequences of not 
legalizing marijuana for 
medical uses “are far 
too great to ignore any 
longer.”

“People with 
debilitating and often 
terminal illnesses 
deserve compassion,” he 
said.

 “Hopefully we’re going to get this 
resolved very soon,” added Assemblyman 
Tom Abinanti (D-Pleasantville). 

Dalila Kessaci of Scarsdale was joined 
by her three-year-old daughter, Mellina, 
who has a serious form of epilepsy that 
causes infantile spasms. 

“My daughter has as many as 100 life-
threatening seizures a week,” Kessaci said. 
“My entire family is living a nightmare 
that won’t end. We fell helpless at her side 
and terrified for her life. She deserves 
a better quality of life. She has tried 
dozens of highly toxic medications that 

have failed to help. Please do not let my 
daughter suffer or die from her seizures. 
Medical cannabis could literally be the 
thing that saves her life. The Assembly has 
stepped up. Now it’s time for the Senate to 
do the same.”

Cannabis has been known to have the 
ability to quell seizures. It is less toxic 
than some highly-addictive prescribed 
painkillers, helps bolster immune 
function, and is less toxic to the brain and 
liver than alcohol. And other prescription 
drugs are now the leading cause of 
accidental deaths nationwide, Kessaci 
said. 

“The medical benefits that can be 
derived from marijuana are far too great to 
ignore any longer,” Paulin said. “There are 
so many people suffering from a variety of 
diseases where medical marijuana would 
make a huge difference in their quality 
of life. We need to pass this legislation to 
help the thousands of patients that need 
specific strains of marijuana, such as 
children with Dravet Syndrome.”

Twenty states currently allow medical 
marijuana; every state in the Northeast 
allows its use except New York and 
Pennsylvania. A Quinnipiac poll last 
month found that 88 percent of New 
York voters supported the legalization of 
medical marijuana.

Maryanne Houser of Suffern was joined 
at Friday’s news conference by her nine-
year-old daughter, Amanda, who suffers 
from Dravet Syndrome, a rare form of 
epilepsy. Amanda suffers at least one 
seizure a month, has tried eight drugs and 
is now on three prescribed medications. 
Some days she is “catatonic” and can’t go 
to school, her mother said. And she’s had 
to be given rectal valium to avert seizures, 
“which makes her drunk.”

While Amanda was too small to be 
seen by the media from behind the press 
conference podium, her words rang 
through loud and clear: “I want to be like 
the other kids and want to have real food 
and I want these seizures to stop.”

The Jacob Burns Film Center 
announced on Monday that it has named 
Edie Demas as its new executive director. 

Demas, who is scheduled to take over 
the position on May 1,  brings a wide 
range of experience to the film center. 
Active in arts education networks 
locally, nationally and internationally, 
she has spent 20 years focused on 
arts appreciation and education 
programming, including serving as the 
director of education at New York City’s 
New Victory Theater for 10 seasons. 
Under her direction, the theater’s 
education programs were honored 
with the Americans for the Arts annual 
award for Arts Education, and Demas 
herself received a BAXten (Brooklyn 
Arts Exchange) award in recognition of 
her work with teaching artists and young 
audiences. 

David Swope, chairman of the Jacob 
Burns’ board of directors, said that the 
film center is fortunate to have attracted 
someone of Demas’ caliber. 

“We are excited to bring in such an 
accomplished arts educator to continue 
our work in quality film programming 
and to expand the impact of our 
innovative visual literacy curricula,” 
Swope said. “Not only does Edie bring 
a wealth of experience; she has the 

ideas and vision necessary to enable 
the JBFC to continue to succeed as one 
of the country’s leading film and media 
education centers.” 

Demas was selected after a nationwide 
search conducted over six months by an 
executive search firm that reviewed more 
than 100 applicants. 

“There were many highly qualified 
candidates for this position,” Swope 
said. “But after careful review, our board 
unanimously concluded that Edie’s 
background, abilities, energy and overall 
interest in JBFC’s mission set her apart.” 

In assuming the position, Demas 
becomes the first executive director to 
follow founder Steve Apkon who held 
the post for 12 years. Apkon is stepping 
down to head a new nonprofit media 
production company. He will continue 
to serve on the board of directors. 

“I am honored by the opportunity 
to help build upon the great work that 
has already been accomplished in film 
programming, education and media 
literacy in Westchester County as well 
as at the national and international 
level,” Demas said. 

“Just as the JBFC is a dual mission 
organization, I have had a dual mission 
career. I have always been drawn to 
opportunities that link arts/culture 

to education. The more fully these 
entities are intertwined, the better. Like 
the JBFC, my work thrives when it is 
grounded in community engagement. 
I am very much looking forward to 
becoming part of such a dynamic 
organization, stellar team and vibrant 
community.” 

Demas leaves her current work 
consulting with the Wallis Annenberg 
Center for the Performing Arts in 
Beverly Hills to return to New York. 
From 2001 to 2010, as director of 
education at the New Victory Theater, 
she designed and grew their education 
partnership program to reach 30,000 
school children annually. She also 
taught at New York University, serving 
as adjunct instructor for the program in 
Educational Theatre during that time. 

Earlier in her career, Demas served as 
director and curator of Unreel, a youth 
and family festival at the Cork Film 
Festival in Ireland. She holds a Ph.D. in 
educational theater from NYU. 

Demas and her husband, Chuck 
Graef, a composer, have twin three-year 
olds and look forward to joining the 
Pleasantville community. 

Founded in 2001, the Jacob Burns 
Film Center is a nonprofit educational 
and cultural institution dedicated to 
presenting the best of independent, 
documentary and world cinema, 
promoting visual literacy, and making 
film a vibrant part of the community. 

To learn more about the Jacob Burns 
Film Center and Media Arts Lab, visit 
www.burnsfilmcenter.org. 

Jacob Burns Film Center Names New Executive Director

Edie Demas

JON CRAIG PHOTO
Assemblyman David Buchwald is joined by Assemblywoman Sandra 
Galef  at last Friday’s press conference urging for the legalization of  
medical marijuana in New York.

Local Assembly Members Lobby for Medical Marijuana 
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registration: 914-762-2912 ext. 110.
Pack Chat for Kids! Children will 

learn about the mythology surrounding 
wolves and their important role in the 
natural world. This is an exciting time for 
wolves. Spring is just around the corner 
and wolf families in North America are 
preparing their den sites for the arrival 
of pups!  Guests will visit the ambassador 
wolves. Wolf Conservation Center, South 
Salem. 11 a.m. Adults: $13. Children 
(under 12): $11. Pre-registration 
required. Info and pre-registration: Visit 
www.nywolf.org. 

Teaching Trails: A Community Path 
for Environmental Education. Join 
guided trail experience through the 
woodland forest. Discover who left that 
track, which tree makes the best animal 
home or which plant makes its own 
heat to help melt through the late winter 
ice. Program runs about 30 minutes. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 11:30 a.m. Free. Meets 
every Sunday. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit 
www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Open House and Free Arts Day. 
Includes drawing, painting, pottery, 
collage, sculpture, animation, cartooning, 
crafts, fashion design, group yoga, 
Zumba, jazz, tap, ballet, music and more. 
Instructors will be available for tours, 
demonstrations, on-site instruction and to 
answer questions about classes and camps. 
Refreshments will be served. Katonah Art 

Center, 131 Bedford Rd., Katonah. 12 to 
3 p.m. Free. Info: 914-232-4843 or email 
office@katonahartcenter.com.

Learn and Play Mah Jongg. Led by 
instructor Regina Klenosky. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 1 to 2:30 p.m. Free. Meets every 
Sunday in March. Info: 914-273-3889.

“The Water Engine.” M&M 
Productions will present this play by 
David Mamet, a great drama within a 
radio play format. Refreshments will be 
served. Mount Pleasant Public Library, 
350 Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 2 p.m. 
Free. Info: 914-769-0548.

Ron Blomberg Speaking Engagement 
and Autograph Signing. Meet the former 
New York Yankee who will talk about the 
obstacles and bigotry he overcame to 
reach the Major Leagues. Temple Beth El 
of Northern Westchester, 220 S. Bedford 
Rd., Chappaqua. 2 p.m. $10 in advance. 
$15 at door. Info and RSVP: Visit www.
bethelnw.org/Blomberg.

Teresa Walters in Concert. The 
International First Lady of Piano, Walters 
will perform “Musical Cameos: Selections 
from Great Composers and Well Loved 
Masterpieces.” Westchester Community 
College’s Academic Arts Theatre, 75 
Grasslands Rd., Valhalla. 3 p.m. $22. 
Seniors and students: $20. Children 
(under 13): $16. Info and tickets: 914-
606-6262 or visit www.sunywcc.edu/
smartarts. Tickets are also available at the 
door.

Monday, March 24
Healthcare Navigator. Ms. Berta 

Pineyro, New York State of Health 
navigator, will help consumers assess 
health insurance needs, understand 
options available and apply for health 
coverage. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Free. Also March 24 
and 31. Appointment required. Info and 
appointment: 914-813-5192.

[inter]sections. In this exhibit curated 
by Claudia Jacques, five male artists 
use code, drawing, mail, software, 
sound, sculpture and video to explore 
relationships between communication, 
technology and education. Highlighting 
process and practice, this show involves 
the viewer physically and metaphorically. 
Westchester Community College’s  Fine 
Arts Gallery, 75 Grasslands Rd., Valhalla.  
Gallery hours Monday through Saturday 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Also Thursdays from 
4 to 6 p.m. Free. Through Apr. 19. Info: 
914-606-7867 or visit www.sunywcc.edu/
gallery.

Downloadables and Devices. Do you 
want to learn how to download eBooks 
on your device. Meet librarian Edie 
Martimucci, enjoy a cup of coffee and 
learn how to download eBooks on your 
device. Tazza Café, 382 Main St., Armonk. 
10:30 a.m. to noon. Also March 24 and 31. 
Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

Mommy and Toddler Yoga. Special 
Playtime for mommies and toddlers one to 

four years old. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 11 
a.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887.

Veterans Roundtable. Informal 
discussion and camaraderie among 
members and public service projects. 
Clinton Street Center, 1A Clinton St., 
Pleasantville. 1 to 2 p.m. Free. Meets every 
Monday. Info: 914-769-2021.

Healthcare Navigator. Ms. Berta 
Pineyro, New York State of Health 
navigator, will help consumers assess 
health insurance needs, understand 
options available and apply for health 
coverage. North Castle Public Library, 10 
Clove Rd., North White Plains. 2:30 to 6 
p.m. Free. Also March 31. Appointment 
required. Info and appointment: 914-813-
5192.

Stories and More. Stories and snacks. 
For children in grades K-3. Chappaqua 
Public Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua. 4:30 p.m. Free. Every 
Monday. Info: 914-238-4779 or www.
chappaqualibrary.org.

Tuesday, March 25
Baby Time. A fun interactive lap-

sit story time. Includes songs, rhymes 
and a few very short stories. This 
experience gives babies an opportunity 
to socialize and parents a time to share.  
Recommended for newborns through 12 
months. Mount Pleasant Public Library, 
125 Lozza Drive, Valhalla. 10 to 10:20 
a.m. Free. Info: 914-741-0276.

Six choirs from New York and 
New Jersey will gather at the First 
Presbyterian Church of Katonah for 
the fifth annual Hudson Valley Young 
Ringers Handbell Festival this Saturday, 
March 22.

The day culminates with a benefit 
concert at 4 p.m. in the church’s new 
Fellowship Hall. 

Under the direction of Carol Roman 
from the Warwick Reformed Church, 
young ringers from fourth grade 
through high school from congregations 
based in Athens, Katonah, Pearl River, 
Pleasantville and Warwick, N.Y. and 
Sparta, N.J. will play a selection of 
pieces, including “Campana Sonos” 
and “Love Will Find a Way.”

Admission is free, but a free-will 
offering will be collected to support the 
concert’s benefit recipient, Backpack 
Snack Attack, which feeds the public 
school children of Warwick Township. 
The volunteer-run, nonprofit 
organization is an outreach program 
of the Warwick Reformed Church in 
Warwick, N.Y. that began in 2009. 

Backpack Snack Attack provides food 
on weekends and in the summer to 
more than 300 hungry children within 
the Florida, Greenwood Lake, Pine 
Island and Warwick School Districts in 
Orange County. A group of volunteers 
fill backpacks each week with 13 or 14 
food items per child. They then deliver 
the food to the schools, where each 
child receives a backpack to take home.

This is the second year that 
Pleasantville’s Emanuel Lutheran 
Church handbell choir will be attending 
the Young Ringers Festival. The choir’s 
director, Eiko Cornelius, said that the 
organizers wanted the offering to go to 
someone in need, and the youngsters in 
the choirs can relate to a program like 
Backpack Snack Attack.

Eileen Laurence, director of music 
at the First Presbyterian Church 
of Katonah, organized the festival. 
Everyone is welcome. 

The church is located at 31 Bedford 
Rd. in Katonah. For more information, 
please contact the church at 914-232-
4568.

Handbell Festival, Fundraiser to Collect Money to Feed Hungry Children

The handbell choir at Emanuel Lutheran Church in Pleasantville is one of  six metropolitan area 
churches that is participating in this Saturday’s Hudson Valley Young Ringers Handbell Festival.

continued from page 23



March 18 - March 24, 2014 The Examiner26

ExaminEr mEdia Classifieds 031814

adoption
ADOPTION: Unplanned Pregnancy? 
Caring local licensed adoption agency 
provides financial and emotional support. 
Choose from loving pre-approved fami-
lies. Habla Espanol.  Call Joy  1-914-939-
1180 or confidential email: Adopt@Forev-
erFamiliesThroughAdoption.org

PRIVATE ADOPTION: We dream if 
adopting a newborn into our family that's 
filled with love & laughter. All legal  ex-
penses paid. Visit www.Dianal,ouAdopt.
com or call 1-800-477-7611

Adoption- Creative, married couple 
ready to be parents. We'll care about you 
and love your baby unconditionally. Mary 
& Mike 917-837-5696, marymikeadopt@
gmail.com Expenses PAid. Legal. Confi-
dential.

auctions
Chincoteague Bay Home Auction 3-Story, 
4 BR/3 BA Thur., April 3, noon 3367 Star-
board St., Greenbackville, VA Previews: 
Sat., March 22 & 29, 10 am-2 pm Front/
rear decks, golf community, Deepwater 
canal access & more! United Country-
A.B. Cole & Associates VAAF796; 877-
539-9866 ABColeAuctions.com

Buy or sell at AARauctions.com. Con-
tents of homes, businesses, vehicles and 
real estate. Bid NOW! AARauctions.com 
Lights, Camera, Auction. No longer the 
best kept secret.

AUCTION CHEMUNG COUNTY 
REAL PROPERTY TAX FORECLO-
SURES. 150+ Properties, Wednesday, 
March 26 @ 11AM. Holiday Inn, Elmira, 
NY. 800-243-0061 HAR, Inc. & AAR, Inc. 
Free brochure: www.NYSAUCTIONS.
com

auto donations
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-

ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

divorcE
DIVORCE $349 - Uncontested divorce 
papers prepared. Includes poor person 
application/waives government fees, if ap-
proved. One signature required. Separa-
tion agreements available. Make Divorce
Easy - 518-274-0380.

drivErs
Heating And Air Conditioning Techni-
cian Training! Fast Track, Hands On, Na-
tional Certification Program. Lifetime Job 
Placement. VA Benefits Eligible! 1-877-
994-9904

EvEnts
RINALDIFLEAMARKETS.COM Every 
Sunday Weather Permitting  (Opening 
Sunday April 6th) 900 Dutchess Turnpike 
(rt44) Poughkeepsie NY. Free Admis-
sion & Parking, Great Food & Bargains. 
Vendors Wanted! Please visit RINALDI-
FLEAMARKETS.COM† See Ya There!

For salE
PRIVACY HEDGES- SPRING Blowout 
Sale 6' Arborvitae (cedar) Regular $129 
Now $59 Beautiful, Nursery Grown. FREE 
Installation/FREE delivery 518-536-1367 
www.lowcosttrees.com Limited Supply!

HElp WantEd
NYS Licensed Security Guard needed in 
Somers area. Part time, starting at $10.00 
per hour. Thursday-Sunday 11AM-
8:30PM. Immediate start! 1-718-544-
3949

SECURITY GUARD NEEDED: Part 
time. Must have NYS guard license.  Vails 
Gate/New Windsor area. Weekend work. 
Starting at $10.00 per hour.  Must be reli-
able.  If interested, please call (718) 544-
3949

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here Get FAA 
approved Aviation Maintenance Techni-
cian training. Financial aid for qualified 
students Housing available. Job place-
ment assistance. Call AIM 866-296-7093

HomE improvEmEnt 
HAS YOUR BUILDING SHIFTED OR 
SETTLED? Contact Woodford Brothers 
Inc, for straightening, leveling, foundation 
and wood frame repairs at 1-800-OLD-
BARN. www.woodfordbros.com. "Not 
applicable in Queens county"

land For salE
TIMBERLAND INVESTMENT 60acres - 
$99,900 Managed woodlands, stonewalls, 
views, great hunting! 2.5 hrs NYC! Abuts 
State Land! Terms avail! 888-476-4569

ABUTS STATE LAND 10 acres - $29,900 
Southern Tier hilltop farm, views, fields, 
woods! EZ terms! Call 888-905-8847 
NewYorkLandandLakes.com

CATSKILL FARM SHORT SALE 30 ac - 
$89,900 Big views, spring, woods, fields, 
town rd, utils! 2 hrs NYC! Below market! 
Terms! 888-479-3394 NewYorkLandan-
dLakes.com

miscEllanEous
SAWMILLS from only $4897.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship. FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

out oF statE rEal EstatE
Sebastian, Florida Affordable custom 
factory constructed homes $45,900+, 
Friendly community, No Real Estate or 
State Income Taxes ,minutes to† Atlantic 
Ocean. 772-581-0080, www.beach-cove.
com. Limited seasonal rentals

rEal EstatE
HILLTOP FARMHOUSE 6 acres - 
$99,900 Great country getaway! 5 BR, 2 
BA, decks, In law cottage! Views, ideal 
setting! 888-701-7509  NewYorkLandan-
dLakes.com

vacation rEntals
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ partial 
weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open dai-
ly. Holiday Real Estate. 1-800-638-2102. 
Online reservations: www.holidayoc.com

WantEd
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry, 
books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT
914-654-1683

CASH for Coins! Buying ALL Gold & Sil-
ver. Also Stamps & Paper Money, Entire 
Collections, Estates. Travel to your home. 
Call Marc in NY 1-800-959-3419

WindoWs
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS $179 IN-
STALLED WHITE DOUBLE HUNG 
TILT-INS LIFETIME WARRANTY 
$1,500 Manufacturer Rebate Available 
Major Credit Card Accepted CALL RICH 
866-272-7533

1-800-382-HOME(4663)
www.sonyma.org

If You’re Ready to Buy a Home,
We Are Ready to Help.

The State of New York Mortgage Agency offers:
Up to $15,000 of Down Payment Assistance

for Housing

 Reverse Mortgages
 D r a w  a l l  e l i g i b l e  c a s h  o u t  o f   D r a w  a l l  e l i g i b l e  c a s h  o u t  o f  
 y o u r  h o m e  a n d  m a k e  n o   y o u r  h o m e  a n d  m a k e  n o  
 m o r t g a g e  p a y m e n t s  E V E R ! m o r t g a g e  p a y m e n t s  E V E R !

 CALL 1-888-660-3033 TODAY TO  CALL 1-888-660-3033 TODAY TO 
 SEE HOW MUCH YOU QUALIFY FOR SEE HOW MUCH YOU QUALIFY FOR

 and for a FREE 27 page catalog! and for a FREE 27 page catalog!

 Al l  Is land Mortgage
 A Leader in Reverse Mortgages Serving all of Florida & New York!
 496 Route 347, Suite 308 •   Smithtown, NY 11787

 • No change in
    ownership. You retain  
    the title
 • No income or credit
    requirements
 • Must be 62 or older!
 • SAFE, SIMPLE &
    SECURE
 • Allows homeowners
    to live in their home
 • FHA gov’t insured
 • TAX FREE CASHNMLS # 3740

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR

To Place a Classified Ad 
call 914-864-0878
or e-mail classifieds

@theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication
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Last week I 
focused on four 
business models 
for producing wine 
across the globe. As 
I stated, many wine 
consumers believe 
that the process 
for making wine is 
similar for all wines. 
The supposition is 

that grapes are gently handpicked at the 
epitome of ripeness, carefully sorted for 
rotten grapes, leaves and insects and then 
lovingly crushed, fermented, aged and 
bottled, all under the watchful eye of a 
master winemaker. 

Although this process does occur in 
many wineries, it as a far cry from the 
vast quantity of wines sold in the United 
States. For the most part, winemaking 
is a business rather than an individual’s 
passion. 

In the United States, we consumed 3.5 
billion bottles of wine last year, according 
to The Beverage Information Group. 
Over 80 percent of wines produced and 
sold in the United States come from about 
20 percent of the number of producers. 
By logical inference, there is very little 
production reaching our tables from the 
preponderance of wineries.

The business models for wineries 
break down into four broad categories: 

1) wineries that grow, process and age 
their own grapes; 2) those that buy grapes 
but continue the production process in-
house; 3) those that purchase grapes, 
outsource processing the grapes, but 
store, blend and bottle on their own; 4) 
those that I dub virtual wineries, in which 
the owners outsource every aspect of 
producing their wine.

This week I’d like to focus on several 
corollaries to the textbook virtual winery 
discussed in my previous column. 

1. Opportunistic virtual winemakers: 
During the Great Recession, sales of mid- 
to high-end wines were under severe 
pressure. Several famous full-spectrum 
wineries, with bottles selling at $40 or 
more, suffered from diminished sales. 
They decided to sell their excess harvest 
production to virtual wineries, which 
merely ran the finished product through 
an outsourced bottling and labeling 
company and sold the identical wine for 
one-half, or less, of the branded wine. 
Great wine at a great price, a winning 
combination for consumers. 

2. National wine retailers of private label 
wines: They have huge cash clout to buy 

good-quality finished-product wines at a 
significant discount and sell them under 
their own private label. The profit margin 
against national brands is significantly 
higher. Hence their business model: sell 
national brands at steep discounts (and 
lower profit margins) but sell their private 
label brand at comparable prices (and 
higher profit margins). Think Costco 
and Total Wine stores. Bottom line: a 
combined high gross profit margin. 

3. A new breed of négociants (French 
for merchants) has taken the wine 
distribution model itself 
and turned it on its ear. 
These middlemen are 
providing a new service 
in the multi-tiered 
supply chain, mainly for 
high-end Bordeaux and 
Burgundy wines. They 
are placing large orders directly with 
producers, thereby boxing out traditional 
distributors and holding their purchases 
in vast warehouses. High-end customers 
venture into the treasure troves of 
négociants’ virtual cellars of aged fine 
wines, their virtual wallets stuffed with 
large-denomination bills. 

The consumer’s dilemma: How to 
identify these virtual wineries when 
purchasing wines? It’s not as difficult as 
it may seem. Regulators in a number of 
wine producing countries require specific 

language to differentiate full-spectrum 
wineries from the rest of the crowd. Look 
for label language like “produced and 
bottled by” in the United States. Other 
terminology should send up a red flag. 
“Cellared and bottled by” are trademarks 
of virtual wineries. Likewise, “Mis en 
Bouteille au Domaine” on French bottles 
and “Imbottigliato all’origine” on Italian 
bottles connote a full-spectrum winery.

Consumers consider winemaking an 
effort of the heart, crafted by passionate 
artisans who painstakingly hover over 

their wines like doting 
parents. In the 21st century, 
the wine industry is rapidly 
converting to a big business 
model, dispassionate and 
bottom-line focused. Other 
than for idealistic oenophiles, 
the typical consumer is now 

being offered a level of price/quality wines 
never before experienced. That makes for 
a win-win business model.

Nick Antonaccio is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years 
he has conducted wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

Variations on the Perception of the Storybook Winery

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

By Nick Antonaccio

‘corollaries to the 
textbook virtual 

winery’

It’s all about you.

The great thing about PCTV is that everyone can have a 

voice. From elected officials and business leaders to 

students and neighbors. We all have stories to tell. We all 

have opinions to share. To lift each other up and bring our 

community closer together. Why not join the discussion? 

To find out how to give the public access to your voice, 

walk to 2 Jackson Street, or go to pctv76.org/contact. 

TALKING
VILLAGE

HOW  TO TURN A GREAT 

WALKING
VILLAGE INTO A GREAT

�4�2�0�	�M�a�i�n�	�S�t�r�e�e�t�	�A�r�m�o�n�k�	
�2�7�3�-�4�2�4�2

Finding a great mirror for your newly renovated 
bathroom can be a big problem!

We make them right in our shop and will install them as well!
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Horace Greeley’s Lauren Brown rises for a basket 
against Pleasantville.

AnnMarie DiCarlo of  Pleasantville drives to the 
basket early in the season.

Kaylie Dymek of  
Valhalla shoots a 
free throw.

Byram Hills junior guard Lucy Bancone lines up 
a jump shot. 

Fox Lane senior Haley Gallagher hauls in a 
rebound against Kelsey Simpson and the Briarcliff  
Bears.

Grace Orr of  Briarcliff  drives across the lane 
during a Bears’ home game.

Byram Hills’ Katie Ryan tries to score inside 
during a game at Briarcliff.

Sabrina Panarese of  Briarcliff  drives past Katie 
Ryan of  Byram Hills along the right baseline.

Freshman forward Meaghan Townsend of  Greeley 
sets her sights on the basket.

ExaminerSports

Westlake freshman Natalie Alfieri tries to dribble 
around Valhalla senior Mary Kelly.

Briarcliff’s Carly Fanelli 
dribbles near the top of  the 
key.

Hannah Bradsell of  Fox Lane shoots the ball from 
the right baseline vs. Greeley.

BASKETBALL
2013-14
A Look Back

GIRLS’ 
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Ashley Polera of  Byram Hills heads for the basket 
as Pleasantville’s Maria Howe tries to stop her.

Right: Fox Lane’s Sorvina Carr searches for an 
open teammate.

Greeley’s Samantha Srinivasan drives past Fox 
Lane’s Brianna Dawson.

Brandi Coon of  Valhalla shoots the ball from the 
right corner.

Valhalla senior Rachele Beckley drives for a 
bucket vs. visiting Alexander Hamilton.

Lauren Holzer of  Westlake goes up for two points 
on a Wildcat fast break.

Briarcliff  guard Cassidy Carrafiello drives along 
the left baseline vs. Hastings.

Pleasantville’s Natalie Dell (left) and Katie 
McAllister battle Westlake’s Katie Schmid for a 
rebound.

Faith Lovett of  Westlake passes the ball as 
Kelly Monaghan of  Briarcliff  applies defensive 
pressure.

Pleasantville’s Remi Manna dribbles the ball up 
the court.

Right: Fox Lane sophomore Emily O’Mahoney 
takes the ball to the basket.

Pleasantville’s Annie Stockel grabs a rebound in 
front of  Horace Greeley’s Kaitlin Enright.
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To purchase a digital file, email us at 
photos@theexaminernews.com. 

Just include the name of the student athlete  
featured in the picture or pictures you’re  

interested in buying, the Tuesday publication 
date in which the image or images appeared 

and the page number or numbers.  
Photos are $20 each.

Like
our 

SPorTS 
PhoToS? 

Spring Softball 
FREE Open Scrimmages
Coed 20 Plus & Men’s 50 Plus

Free Agents Welcome!
Want to play softball this 
spring but don’t have a 
team? 
We’ll place you on an 
existing team or help you 
form a new team!

Location: Navajo Fields at the Yorktown Sports Complex

Men’s 50 Plus players: 10 AM Saturday, March 22 & March 29
Coed 20 Plus players: 10 AM Sunday, March 23 & March 30

More info:

914-962-8390 ext 10 
ysaleagues.com

y s a l e a g u e s . c o m

Golf Meet & Greet 
at The Back Nine Indoor Golf
Coed and Men’s Leagues Forming NOW!

Date/Time: Saturday, March 22 – Noon to 2 P.M.

Location: The Back Nine Indoor Golf 
 Pike Plaza Shopping Center
 2050 East Main Street (Route 6), Cortlandt Manor

The
Back Nine

Indoor Golf
y s a l e a g u e s . c o m

In addition to enjoying the innovative facilities at The Back Nine, you’ll 
have an opportunity to meet other golfers and form teams for the season. 

More Info:  
info@ysaleagues.com 
ysaleagues.com/golf
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Fox Lane Baseball Team Expecting to Contend Once Again

Starts June 30th — The fun continues all summer long!W
W

W
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SUMMER CAMP
SWIM, TENNIS & MORE

Early registration DISCOUNTS available!

BRIARCLIFF — 914-250-2768

By Jake Elman
Birds are chirping, snow is melting and 

inside Fox Lane High School the popping 
sound of  baseballs meeting mitts echoes 
across the gymnasium. 

Without a doubt, spring is finally 
arriving, bringing with it a brand new 
season of baseball.

After a dreadful winter that seemed 
to provide a snow storm each week, the 
days are getting longer and temperatures 
are beginning to rise. For the players on 
the Fox Lane baseball team, the long wait 
for the end of winter is almost over and 
the countdown to the 2014 season is well 
underway. Baseball is life in the spring 
for this school in Bedford, and for good 
reason.

For the past four seasons, the Foxes 
have captured their league championship. 
Last year, they  were a mere three 
outs away from winning the sectional 
championship, before a disastrous 
seventh inning cost them the Class AA 
final against Arlington. Now, nearly a 
year later, this is a team with a chip on its 
shoulder and aspirations of claiming the 
title that eluded them. 

Perhaps this season might turn into the 
Foxes’ revenge tour.

Coach Matt Hillis, who’s been the leader 
of this team during all four of its recent 
league championships, stressed that the 
Foxes would be heavy on repetition and 
conditioning this season, saying that his 
goal is “to train the players’ bodies in a 
baseball way,” which in turn would lead to 
strong results.

“This is a tough section,” Hillis admitted 
while watching his team stretch during 
practice. “You have our rival Greeley, 
who’ll be improved. You have Ketcham, 
who’ll be improved, John Jay ... It comes 
down to who plays hardest, and who 
wants it more.”

Despite having lost senior stars like 
Richard Slenker, Matt Oniffrey and Ryan 
Bailey from last year’s squad, this should 
still be a capable Fox Lane team. Fielding 
three Division 1 commits (Kenny Hayden 
- University of Albany, Alec Brown - 
University of North Carolina A&T, and 
Henry Jacobs - St. Peter’s), a Division 3 
commit in Ralph Nuzzi (SUNY Cortland) 
and many other returning players from 
last year’s team, Hillis seems to have 
enough talent back to contend again.

Yet some baseball observers in the 
area are doubting the Foxes’ ability to 
make another run for the sectional 
championship this season, claiming that 
the loss of the formidable hitters, Slenker 
and Oniffrey, from the lineup will be too 
much to overcome.  But Hayden, a senior 
outfielder, disagrees with that assessment.

“I think it’s unfair to make that claim 
because at the end of the day, we still 
are returning most of our team from last 
year,” Hayden said during the first week 
of practice. “This is a senior-run team, 
and I’m beyond excited for this season to 
start.”

“People aren’t expecting much of us 
this year, and that’s alright because WE 
have high expectations for our team this 
year,” added senior Henry Jacobs, a key 
member of the pitching staff. “We’re just 
going to put our best effort in and try to 
get better each and every day.”

Fellow pitcher Alec Brown, who is 
expected to lead the rotation along with 
Jacobs, mentioned that the key to the 
Foxes succeeding in 2014 is playing to 
their limits. Even though the graduation 
of seniors would probably cut down on 

their power, Brown said, he still has faith 
that the team will be able to make a run 
for the section title.

Brown’s point is valid - the Foxes have 
lost their power; any player who hit a 
home run last year has now graduated, 
meaning that other parts of the lineup will 
need to step up and drive in the runs that 
came across on homers. Hayden, who’s 
projected to be at the top of the Foxes’ 
lineup, has the ability to hit for average and 
cause mayhem on the base paths, much 
to the frustration of opposing pitchers. 
It also appears that Nuzzi, shortstop Jake 
Cohen, middle infielder Dion Austrie and 
outfielder Will Peacock can play big roles 
for the Foxes in their hopes for a title.

The pitching staff figures to be one of 
the most feared in the league and should 
keep the Foxes in games no matter what 
happens with their bats. After Brown 
and Jacobs, the rotation features senior 
Nick ‘Nemo’ Nemeth and junior Andrew 
Workman. Workman returns for his 
second year on varsity after being the 
only sophomore on last year’s team. In 25 
innings last season, Workman gave up 24 
hits and just five walks. He finished with 

10 strikeouts and was key in the team’s 
Homecoming win over rival Greeley.

“This is a pitching-heavy team, and 
being able to retain some of our key 
pitchers from last season, I think it helps 
us immensely,” said Hillis. “I’m excited to 
see what this year brings for our team.”

Andrew Workman delivers a pitch.

Kenny Hayden runs the bases.

Dion Austrie chases a pop fly.
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