
By Neal Rentz
The Mount Pleasant Police Department’s 

new chief didn’t need to look very far for 
inspiration to devote his career to law 
enforcement.

Valhalla resident Paul Oliva Jr., a 25-year 
veteran of the force, said his father, Paul Sr., 
was a major reason behind him following a 
similar career path.

The elder Oliva, a former Mount 
Pleasant chief who died in 2002, was “a 
great role model,” said Oliva, 47. His father 
was known for his integrity during his 
years with the department, which spanned 
from 1968 through 1992.

With his Mount Pleasant Police 
Department colleagues filling the town 
hall meeting room, the town board voted 
unanimously to appoint Oliva acting 

By Janine Bowen
The Pleasantville Board of Education 

has scheduled a special board meeting 
for tonight (Tuesday) to discuss Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo’s tax freeze proposal that 
could change the way school budgets are 
constructed across the state.

The proposal aims to enact a two-
year property tax freeze with certain 
conditions attached that must be adopted 
by districts in upcoming school years. 
For 2014-15, the state would provide tax 
rebates to homeowners with qualifying 
incomes who live in jurisdictions which 
stay within the property tax cap. The 
allowable tax levy increase for next year is 
currently set at 1.46 percent. 

For the 2015-16 school year, 
homeowners would receive a tax credit if 
their taxing jurisdictions stay within the 

cap and officials develop a plan to share 
and consolidate services and eliminate 
duplication among districts. 

Coordination would occur between all 
districts within a BOCES region; however, 
BOCES would provide no coordination.  

The proposal calls for the largest 
school district in a region — in Southern 
Westchester BOCES New Rochelle is 
the largest — to become the lead agency 
to coordinate the governor’s plan, 
Pleasantville school officials said at the 
Jan. 28 board of education meeting. The 
state legislature would have to approve 
the plan.

“This proposal, I think personally, is 
very dangerous and could really do harm 
to our school district in a very serious 
way,” said Board of Education President 

By Martin Wilbur
Residents neighboring a 98-acre 

parcel in New Castle where a mixed use 
development has been proposed warned 
town officials last week of numerous 
environmental and quality-of-life issues 
that could arise if the project is approved.

The Jan. 28 scoping session at town 
hall for The Spa at New Castle, the first 
formal public forum in the extensive 
environmental review, featured 
discussion for more than an hour and a 
half, including comments from at least 15 
residents and a presentation by applicant 
Soder Real Estate Equities of Montclair, 
N.J.

The developer is proposing 50 two-
bedroom condominium units measuring 
about 2,500 square feet each, 34 hotel 
suites and a 150-seat restaurant on 
a portion of the property currently 

owned by the Legionaries of Christ at 
773 Armonk Rd. (Route 128). Soder 
Real Estate, the contract vendee that 
would purchase the land if approvals are 
obtained, would need a zoning change 
from two-acre residential to a special 
floating zone granted by the town board 
for the project to be accommodated.

Current plans call for the existing main 
structure to be used but new east and 
west wings would be built to house the 
condominium units, said Stephen Oder, 
head of Soder Real Estate Equities. Four 
of the hotel suites would be located in the 
mansion.

Other features include indoor and 
outdoor swimming pools, tennis and 
basketball courts and walking trails for 
the public. 

“We want this to be open to the 
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Paul Oliva Jr. was voted acting police chief  by the 
Mount Pleasant Town Board last week.

County Executive Rob Astorino, surrounded by veterans and community partners, announced 
last week that Westchester had surpassed an ambitious goal of  housing 75 homeless veterans 
in 100 days as part of  the national “100,000 Homes” initiative. Westchester housed 85 
veterans between August and November. The county executive then launched the new “100 
Day Challenge,” an objective to house 75 homeless veterans and to find jobs for 45 vets by 
March 31. 
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community,” said Stephen Oder, head of 
Soder Real Estate Equities. “We’re not 
really closing this. It’s not going to be a 
closed facility. The spa will be open to the 
public, the restaurant will be open to the 
public, the hotel obviously will be open to 
the public and we invite the community 
in. We think this will be great for the 
community itself.”

However, residents of Tripp Street and 
Route 128 raised concerns over how such 
a large operation, much of it commercial, 
could be considered for an area that is 
clearly rural with environmental obstacles 
and extensive wildlife.

“The area is a treasure,” said Tripp Street 
resident Steve Krongard. “It’s a treasure 
for the residents, it’s a treasure for the 
Town of New Castle. It’s not a treasure for 
private investors.”

One of the most pressing environmental 
concerns is how sewage would be handled 
and how that could affect neighboring 
properties. Soder Real Estate is currently 
proposing a septic field for the site but also 
plans to study the feasibility of an on-site 
sewage treatment facility and connections 
to public sewers in the area, said the 
applicant’s attorney David Steinmetz.

Oder said preliminary tests done at the 
site have shown that septic field capacity 
could accommodate up to 140 bedrooms. 
The 50 two-bedroom units and the 34 

hotel suites would put the project within 
that range, he said.

Residents countered, however, that 
there are other matters that could impact 
water and sewage capacity. Neighbor 
Randy Faust said a large restaurant and 
pools and showers would require much 
more scrutiny than simply counting 
bedrooms.

“There’s a lot of other issues beside just 
room count when you’re talking about a 
commercial venture, “ Faust said. “The 
property should  be looked at not as a 
residential number of rooms, (but) what 
do you need to put up a commercial 
building to get people in and out, and 
you’re putting up a hotel that has full 

services.”
Another resident, Judy Fensterman, 

said stormwater runoff on the property is 
already an issue without new development, 
calling the site “unbelievably wet.” With 
so much water in the area during rainy 
spells, she said she feared that her and 
her neighbors’ septics and wells would be 
jeopardized.

Fensterman also mentioned that the 
property is a habitat for a wide range of 
animals that would likely be displaced.

“I have the joy every day of looking 
out of nearly every window in the back 
of my house and seeing families of deer,” 
she said. “The other day I saw a fox run 
behind my house. I see wild turkeys 

coming up on my patio. That is something 
that is priceless.”

Worries about visual impacts, including 
light pollution, traffic, deliveries and 
hours of operation were also raised by the 
residents. With Route 128 being a main 
connector between Mount Kisco and 
Armonk, some wondered whether the 
road would be able to handle the increase 
in traffic.

Tripp Street resident Jeff Goldstein said 
he hopes that the new town board will 
study this application as thoroughly as 
Chappaqua Crossing. Supervisor Robert 
Greenstein and council members Lisa 
Katz and Adam Brodsky campaigned last 
fall on bringing more appropriate uses to 
the former Reader’s Digest property other 
than large amounts of retail.

“You’re dealing with a large-scale 
commercial development. It should be 
scrutinized with the same rigor and zeal 
as the Chappaqua Crossing (proposal),” 
Goldstein said.

Brodsky and Councilman Jason Chapin 
said they will keep an open mind about the 
proposal during the long review process. 
Town Attorney Nicholas Ward-Willis said 
the state Environmental Quality Review 
Act (SEQRA) is anticipated to take at least 
a year.

The board adjourned the scoping 
session until the Feb. 11 meeting.

Proposed New Castle Hotel, Condos Trigger Environmental Concerns
continued from page 1

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO
Stephen Oder of  Soder Real Estate Equities discusses the plans for The Spa at New Castle.
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By Martin Wilbur
Nine workers fired last month from 

Mrs. Green’s Natural Markets in Mount 
Kisco and organizers from the United 
Food and Commercial Workers union 
have continued to picket outside the store 
to protest the company’s unfair labor 
practices.

The workers, all closely involved in 
scheduling a union election to join Local 
1500 last May, were let go about three weeks 
ago from the Lexington Avenue store, said 
Aly Waddy, the director of organizing for 
the Westbury, N.Y.-based UFCW.

Waddy said the employee averaged seven 
years of employment with the store and 
were told they were being let go because of 
poor customer service or that the company 
was looking to trim its workforce. 
However, none of the workers had been 
told that their work was substandard and 
new workers have been rehired to replace 
those who were terminated, she said.

“So if customer service was bad, then the 
question that it leads to is why was there no 
action taken before that and why don’t we 
cite what it is exactly that they did as far as 
customer service (goes) because there were 
given no other reason, Waddy said.

In an eight-page decision dated Nov. 1, 
the regional office of the National Labor 
Relations Board (NLRB) concluded that 
Mrs. Green’s had engaged in unfair labor 
practices. Some of the nine workers 
who were fired provided the NLRB with 

testimony stating they were interrogated, 
threatened with loss of hours and were 
told their activities were being monitored 
by store or company personnel.

Various perks, including advancement 
and/or increased hours, were promised to 
some workers if they rejected the attempts 
at organizing, according to the NLRB 
decision.

Messages left by The Examiner for 
company representatives at the firm’s 

Irvington offices were not returned.
Meanwhile, the fired workers have 

been taking turns over the past few weeks 
walking the picket line in front of the store 
from about 11 a.m. to 4 or 5 p.m. in bone 
chilling cold. Former cashier and counter 
worker Jessica Yesika, a Mount Kisco 
resident who worked at Mrs. Green’s for 
the past four years, said she feels fortunate 
because she has another job. However, 
many of her colleagues have lost their only 

source of income.
“For me, it’s not really hard, but I know 

some people they only had that job and 
they have families outside the country, so 
it’s really hard,” Yesika said. “That’s why I’m 
here supporting them.”

Local 1500 organizer Mario Gonzalez 
said union representatives and the fired 
workers will remain outside the store until 
the former employees get their jobs back or 
there’s an agreement to stop firing people 
for trying to organize.

“You have to abide by the law,” Gonzalez 
said. “It’s the same thing for a company, 
and for a company to ignore laws that’s a 
message that the public needs.”

A fresh complaint will also be filed with 
the government against Mrs. Green’s in 
connection with the firings, Waddy said. 
Currently, the union reps and the workers 
have been giving statements to the NLRB 
and the union has also filed charges.

So far, public support has been strong, 
with cars continually honking horns 
and frequent words of encouragement, 
she said. However, the firings have had 
a chilling effect on the remainder of the 
workers who are afraid of losing their jobs.

“They wanted to make a change, they 
wanted to better their working condition 
and after that they were very engaged, 
very involved,” Waddy said of the workers’ 
motivation. “There was a lot of support in 
the store.”

Union, Ex-Employees Picket Mrs. Green’s Mt. Kisco Store After Firings

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO
Some of  the fired Mrs. Green’s workers and Local 1500 organizers outside the store on Lexington 
Avenue in Mount Kisco last week  protesting the axing of  nine employees last month.
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Shane McGaffey. 
Pleasantville trustees said they were 

concerned about how the proposal would 
affect local school budget decisions. They 
also were dismayed that the plan could 

be instituted without public vote or 
scheduled meetings between districts. 

Several board members also wondered 
how Cuomo could offer this type of 
proposal with the fiscally challenged 
New Rochelle as lead agency. 

“This is such a misuse of public trust 
on the part of the governor. It’s really 
egregious, in my opinion,” said Trustee 
Louis Conte. 

McGaffey, who referred to Cuomo’s 
plan as “fiscal federalism,” said there 
are more efficient ways for the state to 
reduce property taxes. 

“If you want property taxes to go down, 
do what’s necessary on gap elimination; 
restore that money and then we can lower 
our budgets to reflect that and give the 
taxpayers here what they deserve,” he said. 

The Gap Elimination Adjustment was 
introduced in 2010 by then Gov. David 
Paterson to reduce a $10 billion budget 
deficit by reducing the amount of state 
aid schools received. 

According to projections from the 
state, the Pleasantville School District 
is slated to receive just over $6 million 
in aid for 2014-15, said Superintendent 
of Business David Quattrocchi. State aid 
for next year will likely be closer to the 
current year’s $5,614,735, he said.

Quattrocchi said during his 
presentation that the tax levy on a rollover 
budget for the district next year will be 
$34,611,407, an increase of 2.46 percent. 
Challenges that the board is facing 
when developing next year’s budget 
include technology costs, replacement 
of equipment and maintaining current 
academic programs. 

“The ability to maintain a quality 
educational program, with local control 
… this is going to be our biggest 
challenge going into the budget,” said 
Superintendent Mary Fox-Alter. 

However, two area legislators, state 
Sen. Greg Ball (R-Patterson) and 
Assemblyman David Buchwald (D-White 
Plains), said they enthusiastically 
support the governor’s plan.

“We must reform the way we collect 
school taxes in particular and finally 
link what one pays in property taxes 
to their actual ability to pay,” Ball said. 
“Embracing consolidation, cutting 
corporate taxes and freezing property 
taxes are all huge steps in the right 
direction.”

Meanwhile, Buchwald said 
encouraging the sharing of services is a 
crucial component of reining in property 
taxes.

“I commend Gov. Cuomo for 
recognizing that this is an issue we 
need to tackle this year,” Buchwald said. 
“The property tax is the number one tax 
burdening businesses in New York State, 
and I continually hear from residents and 
businesses alike how huge property taxes 
inhibit economic growth in Westchester.”

The Feb. 4 meeting is scheduled for 
7:30 p.m. and will held at the Library/
Media Center at Pleasantville High 
School. 

Acting Mt. Pleasant Chief Following in 
Dad’s Footsteps
police chief on Jan. 28.

Oliva said he was honored by the 
enthusiastic support from the officers. At 
one point they rose to give him a standing 
ovation. 

“I work with a great group of law 
enforcement officers,” he said. 

Oliva’s appointment came five days after 
the bombshell arrest of former chief Brian 
Fanelli. Fanelli was suspended after being 
charged with downloading and possessing 
child pornography.

Oliva said last week he was “shocked” 
and “disappointed” at Fanelli’s arrest, but 
stressed that the former chief ’s conduct 
does not reflect on the rest of the police 
department.

Although it had been a jarring week, 
Oliva said the mood among the officers has 
been upbeat. 

“Morale has, surprisingly, been very 
good,” he said.

The episode won’t alter how the police 

department performs, Oliva promised. 
“The officers are focused on their job,” 

he said. 
Prior to the town board’s vote, Supervisor 

Joan Maybury described the town board 
meeting as “an important evening for the 
Town of Mount Pleasant.”

“As police officer, sergeant, lieutenant 
and chief of police, Paul has more than 25 
years of police experience with the Town 
of Mount Pleasant,” Maybury said. “We 
have  confidence he will perform his duties 
as acting chief of police capably and with 
distinction. His dedication to the town and 
its residents is genuine and unparalleled.”

Oliva is now earning a $135,518 salary, 
the same pay Fanelli was receiving prior to 
his suspension.

To appoint a permanent chief the 
town board will call for the civil service 
list for chief and appoint from the list of 
candidates, Maybury said. That is expected 
to be within 90 days. Currently there are 
three candidates for the job, including 
Oliva.

continued from page 1

Pleasantville School Officials Blast Cuomo’s Tax Freeze Proposal
continued from page 1
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Pleasantville Cop Receives 60-Day Suspension for Racist Rant
By Janine Bowen

The Pleasantville police officer who 
posted racist comments on Facebook 
against President Obama in December 
was disciplined by the village last week.

Peter J. Burns, a nine-year member 
of the force, was suspended for 60 days 
without pay or benefits and has forfeited 
25 vacation days. In addition, he will 
undergo a fitness-for-duty assessment 
conducted by a village-selected provider 
and attend a diversity and sensitivity 
training session. Burns will also comply 
with a two-year “last chance” agreement 
upon his return. 

“These statements undermine 
confidence in law enforcement, and 
they cast doubt on the ability of this 
officer to fulfill his sworn duties in a 
fair, unbiased manner,” Mayor Peter 
Scherer said in a prepared statement 
last week. 

“I want to be clear that the Village 
has no interest in the political beliefs 
of its employees,” the mayor continued. 
“We do, however, have a fundamental 
interest in ensuring that the statements 
and actions of our employees do 
not harm their ability to fulfill their 
responsibilities.” 

Burns posted the comments on Dec. 
11 on his private profile page. Among 
the statements that appeared on the 
page before being taken down was that 
Obama  should “go die in a shallow grave 
you Muslim commie.” It also included 
a racial epithet. Burns was placed on 
administrative leave on Dec. 17 as the 
village launched an investigation. 

Following the inquiry and review, 
which included input from the village’s 
legal counsel, recommendations 
from Police Chief Richard Love and 
discussions with Burns and his attorney, 
the officer has agreed to accept the 

disciplinary actions. 
Burns has issued an apology to the 

community, and he and the village 
board hope to continue to ensure the 
protection and fair treatment of local 
residents. 

“As we move forward from this 
incident, we remind everyone of the 
bedrock commitment of this community 
and its village board that every resident 
of Pleasantville, every visitor, every 
person passing through this good place, 
deserves confidence that they will be 
fairly and equally treated, regardless 
of race, faith, or personal beliefs,” said 
Scherer. 
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Mt. Pleasant Schedules Public Hearing for NY Medical College Permit
By Neal Rentz

The Mount Pleasant Town Board 
has scheduled a public hearing for 
later this month on New York Medical 
College’s proposal to renovate a former 
commercial building that would 
increase instructional space and offices.

On Tuesday the board voted 
unanimously to set the public hearing 
for Tuesday, Feb. 25 at 8 p.m. The 
college is seeking a special permit from 
the town board.

The planning board voted 
unanimously on Jan. 13 to provide site 
plan approval for the project located at 

19 Skyline Drive in Hawthorne. 
New York Medical College purchased 

the building in April to provide 
upgraded and more flexible space for 
its growing operations. The five-story 
commercial building, on 12 acres off of 
Route 9A, is 248,000 square feet. At one 
time it was used by IBM.

It currently has a 115-seat auditorium 
and conference room and an 80-seat 
outdoor dining plaza.

Following Tuesday’s town board 
meeting, Supervisor Joan Maybury 
declined to voice an opinion on the 
project. 

“I think I will let the people speak,” 
she said.

The project requires two variances 
from the zoning board of appeals. It lacks 
the minimum setback requirements 
outlined in the town code.

New planner chosen
The board also voted unanimously to 

appoint Valhalla resident Patsy Fucale 
to the planning board. Fucale will serve 
through Dec. 31, 2019.

She is replacing Denis McCarthy, who 
was elected to the town board last fall.
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By Martin Wilbur
The New Castle Town Board 

unanimously agreed to designate two 
more structures as local landmarks last 
week.

Officials approved granting the 
designation to the Washburn-Barnes 
House at 113 Campfire Rd. and the 
former Kipp School, now the New Castle 
Art Center, at 939 Hardscrabble Rd.

Town Historian Gray Williams said 
both buildings provide an important link 

to the past for New Castle. The original 
Washburn-Barnes House was built 
shortly after the Revolutionary War and 
helps trace the histories of two prominent 
local families, he said.

In subsequent generations there were 
expansions to the house, but in the 
basement the original house can clearly 
be seen.

The New Castle Art Center building 
dates back to 1826, and was used as 

kindergarten space as late as 1964, 
Williams said.

Built as part of the old Kipp Homestead, 
it provided a basic education for many 
of the town’s children for generations. 
Williams said around 1926, it was 
absorbed into District 4 schools, which is 
now the Chappaqua School District. 

“It’s really an important monument 
because it (reflects) one of the most 
important aspects of our community--

our educational system,” said Williams, 
who actually attended the school as a 
young boy.

With the two designations, there are 
now more than 30 structures in town that 
have been designated as local landmarks 
by town. If the owner plans exterior work 
on a New Castle landmark, there are 
restrictions that exist. Currently, the town 
owns the art center.

Despite the limitations, officials rarely 
run into problems with owners. A 
landmark designation is pursued only 
with the blessing of the owner, Williams 
said.

“Most people if they have a landmark, 
if they’ve bought an old house like that, 
chances are they appreciate its history and 
want to preserve it,” he said.

‘Power to the Parent’ Raises Awareness on Underage Drinking
If you ordered pizza from Amore 

Pizzeria in Armonk  over Super Bowl 
weekend, odds are that you saw the yellow 
Power to the Parent sticker. Four hundred 
pizza boxes with this sticker went out over 
Super Bowl weekend in an effort to raise 
awareness about underage drinking in 
Westchester County. 

On Jan. 31, the Friday before Super Bowl 
Sunday, Byram Hills High School Peer 
Leaders and students from the SADD Club 
worked in partnership with the North 
Castle Community Coalition (NCCC) to 
place stickers on the 400 pizza boxes. 

This sticker campaign highlights a recent 
survey conducted by the Westchester 
Coalition for Drug and Alcohol Free 
Youth that revealed that 71 percent of 
high school students find it “easy” or “very 

easy” to access alcohol. That’s about as easy 
as getting a pizza. And the easier it is to 
get alcohol, the more likely youth are to 
drink and to suffer the consequences of 
drinking, including car crashes, academic 
struggles, unplanned/unwanted sexual 
activity, hangovers, fights and possible 
overdose and addiction. The purpose of 
this campaign is to support parents in their 
efforts to help prevent underage drinking.  

The NCCC is a community organization 
encouraging youth to make healthy, safe 
and substance-free choices. For more 
information about NCCC, visit www.
northcastlecares.org. For more information 
about other Westchester County coalitions, 
visit www.powertotheparent.org.

Thank you to Amore Pizzeria for 
participating in this event and for generously donating lunch for the students. 

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO
The Washburn-Barnes House on Campfire Road 
became a local landmark last week following a 
vote by the New Castle Town Board.

Left to right, Byram Hills High School students 
Lizzie Klein, Stephanie Spiegel, Nina Moll and 
Amanda Tantleff. participated in last weekend’s 
program with the North Castle Community 
Coalition and Amore Pizzeria in Armonk to curb 
underage drinking.

New Castle Designates Two More Structures as Landmarks
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By Pat Casey
After Congress worked out its budget 

compromises last month, Rep. Nita 
Lowey (D-Harrison) was busy visiting 
newly elected local officials and nonprofit 
organizations in the area, explaining what 
federal monies had been allocated and 
learning about local economies.

As a senior congressional Democrat, 
Lowey was one of four representatives who 
met to negotiate and work out the final 
details of the compromise federal budget. 

The top Republican and Democrat from 
the House and Senate sit on all 12 of the 
budget committees and are charged with 
signing off on each one of the bills. 

“The most contention occurred during 
the budget process when the Senate and 
the House were trying to work things out,” 
Lowey said. “Once we had the budget 
number, we worked very closely together.” 

With concessions being made on both 
sides, Lowey said she was pleased and glad 
to secure major increases for early education 
funding.

“Since Head Start, pre-K and other 
programs are funded primarily at the state 
and local level, the federal government 
is very important in the extra 9 percent it 
provides because these programs would not 
be funded without federal participation,” 
Lowey explained during a recent editorial 
interview with The Examiner. “It comes 
back to the whole tax issue. If the federal 

government didn’t 
contribute to these 
priorities then the locals 
would make decisions 
based on their priorities 
and there would be greater 
taxes, which no one wants.”

While not 
acknowledging any real 
disappointments, Lowey 
said she was generally 
pleased with the funding 
level going toward medical 
research at the National Institutes of Health. 

“I still think there are thousands and 
thousands of proposals that are sitting there 
unfunded that could provide solutions for 
major health issues such as Alzheimer’s 
disease, autism, heart disease and diabetes,” 
Lowey said. “I stress this because the 
economy is number one on everyone’s 
mind, especially creating jobs. Medical 
research not only prevents diseases, but 
in the metropolitan region it is a very 
important job creator. Creating jobs is 
essential to moving the economy forward.” 

Despite the unemployment rate 
slowly declining and a more optimistic 
economic attitude, the congresswoman 
said she is a strong advocate for continuing 
unemployment benefits.

“Most people want a hand up, not 
a handout,” she said. “Put aside the 
degradation and lack of dignity. People on 

unemployment contribute 
to the economy by 
shopping in food stores and 
other retail establishments. 
I have visited the local food 
banks and the numbers 
of people using them are 
rising significantly.” 

Lowey said she believes 
those who predict the 
economy would slow 
down if unemployment is  
not extended. 

Getting funding for transportation 
improvements and aid for rebuilding after 
big events like Superstorm Sandy benefits 
the entire region.

Regarding the Affordable Care Act, 
Lowey said criticism has quelled since the 
tech issues on the federal website have been 
resolved.  In New York State, Lowey said 
some 500,000 people have already signed 
up through the state’s exchange. 

Lowey agreed that some of the criticisms 
were valid. Similar to other major federal 
programs, serious problems could be 
worked out over time through amendments.

“We now see healthcare expenditures 
beginning to go down. I am cautiously 
optimistic,” she said. “People are now 
getting healthcare who never had it before. 
It is a shame that the federal rollout of the 
program was not more effective in the 
beginning. Some states did not want any 

part of it, some even wanted to destroy the 
program completely, but right now we’re 
not hearing very much because it is rolling 
along. The more people who get insured the 
more beneficial the program will be.”

Lowey said Medicaid and Social Security 
are essential and must be protected and 
preserved. “It is not going broke. Some 
studies say it [Social Security] is alive and 
well to 2033,” Lowey said.

She strongly opposes block grants and 
vouchers and claims the Democratic caucus 
remains firmly against them. 

As Congress returns to Washington, 
Lowey said she hopes raising the debt 
ceiling won’t be overly confrontational. 

Locally, the congresswoman is planning 
a March conference in support of women 
in business. As a strong supporter of the 
education of females around the world, 
Lowey said that when “women succeed, 
America succeeds.”

A strong supporter of Hillary Clinton 
since she first ran for president, Lowey said 
she hopes Clinton will run again. 

“She is one of the most talented and 
thoughtful secretaries of state I have ever 
worked with,” Lowey said.

As for her own re-election, Lowey wants 
to continue to serve the people. 

“I am full of energy and gaining more 
energy every year,” she said. “I am definitely 
running again.”

      Pleasantville Karate 
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Congresswoman Nita Lowey
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Mount Kisco Police Department

Jan. 25: A 32-year-old Stamford, 
Conn. man was arrested at 10:19 a.m. 
following an auto accident he was 
involved in on Kirby Plaza. The suspect 
was charged with criminal possession 
of a controlled substance following the 
discovery of a white powdery substance 
in the car, unlicensed operation of a 
motor vehicle and failure to obey a traffic 
control device.

Jan. 28: An 18-year-old Mount Kisco 
man was arrested at 7:50 a.m. and 
charged with second-degree criminal 
trespassing at Diplomat Towers after he 
was previously told he could not be on 
the grounds.

Jan.  28: A 69-year-old Mount Kisco 
man was arrested at 8:15 a.m. on 
Diplomat Drive for violating an order of 
protection.

Jan. 28: Detectives arrested a 50-year-
old Mount Kisco man who turned 
himself in at headquarters at 4:10 p.m. 
The suspect was charged with criminal 
mischief and criminal contempt. No 
other information about the alleged 

offenses was available.
Jan. 29: A report was received at 

8:37 a.m. regarding the theft of four 
tires and wheels from a parked BMW 
sometime overnight at the car dealership 
at 250 Kisco Ave. The matter is under 
investigation.

Jan. 29: Report of a patron’s wallet 
stolen at 2:34 p.m. while at the Saw Mill 
Club on North Bedford Road . Various 
credit cards and pieces of identification 
were taken.

Jan. 30: A 47-year-old Mount Kisco 
woman was arrested on a warrant at 4:35 
p.m. because she failed to show up at 
court. The woman was originally arrested 
and charged with theft of services.

Jan. 31: A 66-year-old homeless man 
who is often seen in Mount Kisco was 
arrested and charged with trespassing 
at 7:19 a.m. after he entered Newport 
Market on Kirby Plaza. The man had 
been repeatedly told on previous 
occasions not to enter the store.

Jan. 31: Report of scratches found 
on the door of a residence at Diplomat 
Towers at 10:23 a.m. The resident was 
concerned that someone had tried to 

enter but there was no signs of attempts 
at forced entry.

Pleasantville Police Department

Jan. 25: A caller reported at 12:04 p.m. 
the presence of graffiti on the side of the 
building that houses Jean-Jacques on 
Bedford Road.

Jan. 25: Repot of four girls who had 
left without authorization from Cedar 
Knolls walking in the area of Country 
Club Lane at 8:38 p.m. An officer did not 
observe the girls at that location by saw 
them walking on Broadway near Larissa 
Lane in Thornwood. The Mount Pleasant 
Police Department and Cedar Knolls 
staff were contacted.

Jan. 27: Report of a domestic dispute 
on Country Club Lane at 2:37 a.m. No 
other information about the incident 
was released.

Jan. 28: A 31-year-old Yonkers man 
was arrested on Broadway at 3:52 p.m. 
for being in possession of stolen license 
plates that were taken off of a vehicle 
from a Brooklyn livery service.

North Castle Police Department

Jan. 25: Complainant reported at 
5:47 p.m. that an unknown male party 
had appeared at his Bedford Road 
residence at about 2 p.m. stating that 

the complainant’s daughter owed him 
money. The unknown male left the 
property but the complainant obtained 
the subject’s cell phone number and 
texted him to stay away from the house. 
The male party called back stating that 
he would be coming over to the house 
for the money. The complainant does 
not know the man except that he lives in 
Greenburgh.

Jan. 27: A woman reported at 
headquarters at 11:05 a.m. that she had 
been receiving numerous text messages 
from an unknown party who was 
making threats to have the woman fired 
from her place of employment. The texts 
made reference to having the woman pay 
money or certain information would be 
released to her employer that could get 
her fired. The complainant filled out a 
witness deposition.

Jan. 27: A 911 caller reported at 
10:19 p.m. that there has been a one-
car accident on Windmill Road with 
injuries. The caller stated that a vehicle 
hit a rock wall.

Jan. 29: Report of aggravated 
harassment at 2:15 p.m. A North 
Broadway resident stated that he has 
received about 20 phone calls at his home 
from an unknown subject using profane 
language and threatening him. An officer 
responded and a report was made.

Police Blotter
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By Neal Rentz
For Haley Treco to earn her Girl 

Scout Gold Award, she had to choose 
a project that would either benefit her 
local community or provide global help. 

Treco managed to do both.
The Westlake High School senior 

collected used water bottles to pay for a 
water filtration and collection system for 
a family in Panama. Her project helped 
a family gain access to clean water, but 
also protected the environment close to 
home.

Her aunt, Donna McCormick, a 
Mount Pleasant resident who also 
owns a house in Bocas del Toro in 
northeastern Panama, told Treco that 
the family of a caretaker she employs 
had no source of clean water where 
they lived. One of the ways the family 
obtained water was to take it from mud 
holes, Treco said. 

After receiving approval from Girl 
Scouts for the project, over the next 
18 months she collected empty water 
bottles that she turned in for recycling. 

“Most of the money I raised came 
from the bottle returns, but I also made 
hydro bracelets, which I sold,” said 
Treco, who has been involved with Girl 
Scouts since kindergarten.”I collected 
about 70 bottles a day for a year and a 
half.”

Starting at the beginning of her junior 

year, Treco would bring the bottles 
to local A&Ps, Shop-Rites and Stop 
& Shops, and cash in the vouchers for 
money. She collected $780 and added 
the final $20 out of pocket to pay for the 
equipment.

Treco paid for a flight with her 
mother, Jeanne, to Panama for a 10-day 
stay in October. When she arrived in 
Bocas del Toro, she went to a hardware 
store to buy the filtration system that 
would clean 600 gallons of water that is 
stored in a large tank near the caretaker’s 
home. Installation of the system took 
her about five hours. 

Once Treco’s efforts were complete, 
the family was overcome with emotion.

“When I put in the water tank and saw 
the family’s faces, I was so emotional 
because they couldn’t understand 
why someone would do something so 
nice for them,” said Treco. “This truly 
showed me that it’s the little things that 
we take for granted that other people 
would die for.”

Although when Treco first arrived in 
Panama she spotted a mall and Pizza 
Hut, by the time she made it to Bocas del 
Toro she saw poverty firsthand. People 
had to take their boats to commute to 
and from work, but it was commonplace 
to see those boats with holes and their 
owners bailing out the water to prevent 
them from sinking.

Despite the long hours and extensive 
travel the project involved, having the 
satisfaction of helping another family 
was well worth it.

“I stuck with Girl Scouts because I 
loved helping people while spending 

time with my friends,” Treco said. “Girl 
Scouts really showed me that helping 
people, whether it’s in nursing homes or 
Panama, means more to them than you 
can imagine.”
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Grace Dietz
Grace A. Dietz, a longtime Millwood 

resident, died peacefully after a long 
illness on Jan. 29.

She was 88. 
Dietz was born on May 2, 1925, in 

Brooklyn, the daughter of the late John 
and Emma (Fischer) Bunnell. She was 
employed by Mount Kisco Medical 
Group as a registered nurse. Dietz was 
also an active member of Resurrection 
Lutheran Church. 

She was the beloved wife of the late 

Albert Dietz; the loving mother of 
Gail A. Dietz and Jon (Ann) F. Dietz of 
Millwood; and cherished grandmother 
of Michael and Jeffrey Dietz. Grace was 
predeceased by two sisters. 

Friends called on Feb. 1 at Oelker-
Cox & Sinatra Funeral Home in 
Mount Kisco. The funeral was held on 
Feb. 3 at The Lutheran Church of the 
Resurrection in Mount Kisco followed 
by interment at Oakwood Cemetery. 

In lieu of flowers, contributions 
may be made to Northern Westchester 
Hospice, Mount Kisco.
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Hawthorne, NY 10532

Ernest J. Carpentieri ~ Douglas A. Daniels

Tel: 914-769-4404
Fax: 914-769-5306

www.hawthornefuneralhome.com
Serving all faiths ~ Independently owned
Conveniently located on the Taconic State Parkway

Conveniently located in the center  of Westchester County

 FULL SERVICE DEALERSHIPS
Sales  •   Service  •   Parts   •   Body Shop  •   Rentals

PLEASANTVILLE FORD  •  (914) 769-1800

PRESTIGE IMPORTS  •  (914) 769-5100
44/47 Pleasantville Road • Pleasantville, NY

Conveniently located in the center  of Westchester County

FULL SERVICE DEALERSHIPS

ser·vice  (sûrvis)  n.
1. the action of helping or doing work for someone 2. an act 
of assistance 3. assistance or advice given to customers 
before and after the sale of goods.

Obituaries
Mary Batiste

Mary A. Batiste of Briarcliff Manor 
and formerly of Mount Vernon. died on 
Jan. 28. 

She was 85.
Batiste was born on May 17, 1928, 

to the late John and Jenny (nee 
Dalessandro) Ciarcia in Old Boston, Pa. 
She was an electronic assembler with 
Mitchell Electronics in Mount Vernon 
and later worked for Artuso Bakery in 
Thornwood for many years. 

She was predeceased by her devoted 
husband, William Batiste, in 1991; 
her son, William Batiste, Jr., in 2006; 
grandson Stephen Batiste; two brothers; 
and one sister. 

Batiste is survived by her loving 

children, Patricia (John) Packes of 
Hawthorne and Andrew (Alyce) Batiste 
of Davie, Fla.; daughter-in-law Joann 
Batiste of Danbury, Conn.; one sister, 
Jean Fico, of Yonkers; her six cherished 
grandchildren, John and Anthony 
Packes, Billy (Lauren) and Michael 
(Nicole) Batiste, Toni Ann (Mike) 
Williams and Andrew Batiste, Jr.; and 
six great-grandchildren. 

Visitation was at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home on Jan. 31. A funeral Mass 
was held at Holy Rosary Church in 
Hawthorne on Feb. 1 followed by 
interment at Gate of Heaven Cemetery 
in Hawthorne. 

In lieu of flowers, donations to www.
curepc.org in Batiste’s memory would 
be appreciated.

Lucia Gigi
Lucia Gigi of Hawthorne and 

formerly of Yonkers died on Jan. 28 at 
her residence. 

She was 93.
Gigi was born on Dec.13, 1920, to the 

late Francesco and Carmela Robustelli 
in Sarno, Italy. She was predeceased by 
her devoted husband, Aniello Gigi, in 
2003, her two brothers and one sister. 
She is survived by her loving children, 

Anna Muro of Hawthorne, Giuseppe 
(Ernina) Gigi of Italy and Frank (Anna) 
Gigi of Yonkers; her eight cherished 
grandchildren; and eight great-
grandchildren. 

Visitation was at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home on Jan. 31. A funeral Mass 
was held at Holy Rosary Church in 
Hawthorne on Feb. 1 followed by 
entombment at Ferncliff Mausoleum in 
Hartsdale.

Josephine Carney
Josephine Carney of Hawthorne died 

on Jan. 29. 
She was 86.
Carney was born on Sept. 22,1927, 

to the late Joseph and Catherine (nee 
Iannello) LoPiccolo in Valhalla. She 
was the retired owner of Babes Travel in 
Pleasantville.

Carney was predeceased by her 
devoted husband, Vincent Carney, in 
1993, and by her daughter, Maureen 
Maruggi, in 2010, and several deceased 

brothers and sisters. She is survived by 
her loving sons, Vincent (Bud) Carney, 
of Hawthorne, Francis (Slim) Carney 
of Atlanta, Ga. and John Carney of 
Valhalla; one sister, Angie DeLucia, of 
Scarsdale; and several grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren. 

Visitation will be at Hawthorne 
Funeral Home on Wednesday, Feb. 5 
from 10 a.m. to noon followed by the 
funeral service at noon. Interment 
will be at Mount Calvary Cemetery in 
Greenburgh. 

Jayne O’Keefe
Jayne T. O’Keefe of Thornwood and 

formerly of the Bronx died on Jan. 23 in 
her home. 

She was 83.
O’Keefe was born on May 2, 1930, to 

Salvatore and Vincenzina (nee Divona) 
Alico in New York City. She was the 
beloved wife of the late John T. O’Keefe 
for 56 years and a loving mother, 
grandmother and talented artist. 

O’Keefe is survived by her four 
loving children, Gayle Farrelly and her 
husband, John, of New City, John T. 
O’Keefe Jr. of Thornwood, Christine 
Kane and her husband, Richard, of 

Thornwood and Cathie Skopetos and 
her husband, John, of Pleasantville; one 
sister, Lee Pollara of Plainfield, N.J; and 
seven cherished grandchildren. She was 
predeceased by her husband and one 
sister.

The family received friends at 
Beecher Flooks Funeral Home in 
Pleasantville on Jan. 26. A Mass of 
Christian Burial was celebrated on Jan. 
27 at Holy Innocents Roman Catholic 
Church in Pleasantville. Interment 
followed at Gate of Heaven Cemetery in 
Hawthorne.

In lieu of flowers, donations to the 
Cystic Fibrosis Foundation would be 
appreciated.

Andrew Torpie
Andrew Thomas Torpie died on Jan. 

28. 
He was 42. 
Torpie had lived in Thornwood and 

attended Westlake High School. He 
was a graduate of Marist College and 
an insurance executive. A fan of skiing, 
hiking and climbing, he recently moved 
to Colorado in search of other pursuits 
and was a great lover of music. To those 
who knew him, he was a kind and good 
friend. He will be sorely missed. He was 

a loved son and father. 
He is survived by his parents, Pat and 

Roger, and by Colleen and their three 
children, Jane, Kiera Skye and Andrew. 
He is also survived by three siblings, 
Roger of Lewisville, Tex., Douglas of 
Mamaroneck and Kathryn Parker of 
Winter Park, Fla. 

Visitation was at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home on Feb. 3. A funeral Mass was 
held at the Church of the Magdalene in 
Pocantico Hills on Tuesday, Feb. 4 at 11 
a.m. Interment was private. 

In lieu of flowers, please say a prayer.

Advertise in The Examiner   •   914-864-0878   •  advertising@theexaminernews.com
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Celebrating our 53rd year

Follow us on:

410 Main Street, Armonk, NY10504�914.273.3397�www.hickoryandtweed.com
Mon-Sat,10-5:30�Thurs ’til 8:00�Open Sundays12-4

SINCE 1961

�

Ski & Bike

GET OLYMPIC SAVINGS
AT HICKORY&TWEED’S WINTER SKI SALE.

SAVE UP TO 50%NOW THRU FEB. 23 ONLY.
Save up to 50% on cold weather clothing and accessories to keep you warm,

including lightweight liners and jackets made of Thinsulate or Primaloft, microfur hats

and boots made with Thinsulate. All from our favorite brands, including Bogner,

Moncler, Killy, Eider, Kjus, The North Face, Arc’teryx, Obermeyer, Post Card, Under

Armour, Marmot, Patagonia, M. Miller 

and lots more.

Save up to 50% on ski equipment

from Volkl, Dynastar, Nordica, Lange,

Tecnica, Black Diamond, Giro, Smith,

Scott, Tubbs and more.

Save up to 50% on everything Burton,

from snowboards to fashions.

�

�

� The owner of Hickory & Tweed in Armonk was featured on 
Fox News recently discussing how to dress for the cold.
Visit www.myfoxnews.com/story/24358490/dressing-for-the-cold-
layer-layer-layer

Hickory & Tweed as seen on TV.

Sale does not include Thule.
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By Martin Wilbur
If you don’t know what to get that 

special someone for Valentine’s Day, the 
Westchester Chordsmen have an idea 
for you.

Quartets from the barbershop chorus 
will make the rounds to homes, offices, 
hospitals and  businesses throughout 
Westchester and Putnam counties on 
Thursday, Feb. 13 and Friday, Feb. 
14 to surprise recipients with singing 
valentines.

For a price starting at $60, a spouse or 
significant other can be serenaded with 
two love songs, a rose and a valentine’s 
card that can be redeemed for two tickets 
to the Westchester Chordsmen’s May 
concert in White Plains. Reservations 
can be made by phone or online but 
must be completed before this Sunday, 
Feb. 9.

Howard Sponseller, who has been 
a member of the Chordsmen and has 
been part of the singing valentines for 
more than a decade, said the satisfaction 
of seeing someone completely surprised 
or overcome with emotion has been a 
fun and rewarding part of the annual 
tradition. And those who will receive the 

singing valentines are truly surprised, 
especially when the singers show up in 
tuxedos. The recipients are not given a 
clue beforehand, Sponseller said.

“It’s incredible to watch the expression 
on people’s faces when we sing to them,” 
he said.

The Westchester Chordsmen, 
which formed in 1953, has been 
offering singing valentines for more 

than 20 years. For this year, about a 
dozen quartets have formed from the 
membership of the roughly 60-member 
chorus.

Those making the reservations can 
choose from several standard love 
songs, including “Let Me Call You 
Sweetheart,” Love Me Tender” and “I 
Don’t Mind Being Alone (When I’m 
Alone With You).”

Reservations for the $60 basic package 
is for one of three four-hour windows 
on either day, 9 a.m. to  1 p.m., 1 to 5 
p.m. or 5 to 9 p.m. The two $90 packages 
include one rose but arrival within a 
one-hour window or a dozen roses 
within a four-hour timeframe. For $120, 
sweethearts can get the dozen roses and 
the guaranteed one-hour window. All 
options include the concert, which is 
scheduled for Saturday, May 17.

“We’ll go wherever romance abounds,” 
Sponseller said.

In his years participating in the 
singing valentines, Sponseller said the 
most unusual venue he’s gone to was 
an auto repair shop. Another time, his 
group had consecutive reservations at a 
nursing home when a husband and wife 

called to have the quartet sing to the 
other--and neither one knew what their 
spouse had planned.

Sponseller said they have kept the 
song options pretty basic since the 
chorus regularly practices a handful 
of standards. That way, in case one 
member of a quartet is unavailable a 
substitute member can be seamlessly 
included.

For reservations or more information, 
call 914-713-4311 or visit www.
chordsmen.org/singing-valentines.

Looking to give your spouse or sweetheart more 
than another box of  chocolate or another humdrum 
dinner out? The Westchester Chorsdsmen can 
sing to your honey for Valentine’s Day.

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ �5� �S�t�a�r� �C�M�S� �r�a�t�i�n�g� �i�n� �Q�u�a�l�i�t�y� �M�e�a�s�u�r�e�s

Barbershop Chorus Gives New Option for Valentine’s Day Gift

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

Briarcliff Manor Center is pleased 
to host a seminar on the subject of:

FINANCIAL, LEGAL AND 
HEALTH CARE PLANNING  

FOR THE ELDERLY

Speaker: Mr. Jeffrey G. Abrandt, Esq.
of Goldfarb Abrandt Salzman & Kutzin LLP

Topics will include:
Medicare & Medicaid Basics • Managed Care • Health 

Care Proxies • Guardianships
February 6 2014 at 7:00pm  •  RVSP ASAP

at the Briarcliff Manor Center for
Rehabiliation and Nursing Care

620 Sleepy Hollow Road
Briarcliff Manor, NY

This seminar is open to the public and is free of charge.
Light refreshments will be served.

914-941-5100 • facebook.com/bmcrehab

THE
BRIARCLIFF MANOR CENTER

For Rehabilitation and Nursing Care
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By Edmond J. Dixon
By now it has become apparent to 

academics, administrators, parents 
and teachers that, in general, boys are 
underperforming in school, and it may 
get worse.

It will take some creativity to teach 
some elements of Common Core, 
the educational initiative set to be 
implemented throughout most of the 
United States, in a way that’s conducive to 
how most boys best learn.

Common Core has been criticized by 
educators and other experts as demanding 
standards that are static, arbitrary and 
generally antithetical to creativity and 
innovation. Yet, initial results in Kentucky, 
the first state to use the program, have 
been positive. The state’s graduation rate 
increased 6 percent from 2010 to 2013, 
and the percentage of college-ready 
students increased 20 percent.

Any parent or teacher who wants a boy 
to be successful with Common Core must 
understand two crucial ideas: motivated 
engagement and discretionary effort.

Because the new curriculum is 
designed to improve critical thinking, 

which requires a deep understanding of 
the material, boys must be both motivated 
and deeply engaged to learn. That’s what 
it will take for them to independently put 
in the necessary hard work involved in 
learning – discretionary effort – without 
nagging.   

Only by doing this will they be able 
to meet the new learning requirements; 
we are already seeing the negative 
consequences of not doing this with boys.

Two real-life examples reveal volumes 
about how the male brain works.

Boys Need a Worthy Challenge: Both 
NBA greats Magic Johnson and Larry 
Bird, who have long since been friends, 
are always eager to talk about their former 
rival. Both say that they simply would 
not have had the same legendary career 
without the rivalry; it made them better. 
When Johnson left the NBA, Bird said he 
just wasn’t as interested in the game.

The male brain responds to a 
challenge it deems worthy. A student 
who daydreams during algebra class and 
appears lazy, may also pour attention and 
effort into mastering a skateboarding 
trick. Constructing a challenge for the 

male student will do wonders to engage 
his learning.

Boys Crave Legitimacy. Think about 
all the colleges in the United States. Now 
imagine trying to craft an NFL playoff-
style system that fairly selects the No.1 
college football team. Does it seem 
impossible? Aren’t there too many teams?

The NCAA has been trying to figure out 
a system for establishing a legitimate No. 
1 team for decades, and it’s finally going 
to implement one next season. Whether 
or not it works, the effort put into such an 
endeavor has been considerable. Why so 
much time and energy for a game?

Because the male brain craves 
legitimacy; boys will only agree that 
something is meaningful or valuable if 
there is a valid process for establishing 
that value. In the classroom, helping 
boys understand why and how learning a 
concept, skill or calculation has value for 
them will go a long way toward motivating 
them to learn.

Edmond J. Dixon, Ph.D., is a pioneer 
in the field of cognitive-kinesthetics for 
learning and a human development 
specialist with more than 30 years of 
experience as a teacher, administrator, 
writer, researcher and parent of boys. He 
is the founder of the KEEN Differentiated 
Learning Group, an organization dedicated 
to helping struggling learners, and the 
creator of KEEN 5X, a series of strategies 
for classroom engagement and learning 
that were have been used with more than 
50,000 students and teachers. 

Let’s face it. The tax cap enacted two 
and a half years ago in New York State has 
done virtually nothing to help property 
owners, particularly those in Westchester, 
get out from under paralyzing tax bills.

While perhaps helping to halt slightly 
steeper increases that were seen in prior 
decades, the ballyhooed legislation was 
supposed to get spendthrift school districts 
and municipalities to fall in line and bring 
fiscal sanity to the beleaguered public.

The problem was that by the time it was 
enacted most districts and municipalities, 
recognizing the upheaval that was taking 
place before them during the Great 
Recession of 2008 and 2009, were already 
instituting their own spending caps and 
austerity plans.

Now Gov. Andrew Cuomo has a new 
grand plan to make him look like he’s 
saving New Yorkers from the death grip 
of sky-high taxes. His tax freeze proposal, 
at least superficially, makes sense. Provide 
incentives to cut back all fat and look to 
aggressively share services. If mission’s 
accomplished, the constituents are 

rewarded with a tax freeze and everyone 
looks good.

But the proposal that has been released 
outlines a numbingly complicated  
hare-brained scheme that places a 
disproportionately large percentage of 
blame for high taxes on school districts 
while doing nothing to get the state’s 
responsibilities under control.

Decoding the proposal reveals that if all 
the taxing districts within a jurisdiction 
stay within the tax cap, most taxpayers 
get a rebate for any increase in the first 
year. If it’s achieved again in the second 
year and the jurisdictions submits a valid 
services sharing plan, rebates are issued 
for a second year. So far, so good.

However, the proposal as it relates to 
school districts is where the plan runs 
off the rails. It calls for the largest school 
district in each BOCES region to oversee 
a plan to have at least 1 percent savings 
throughout the region in order to get the 
tax rebate.

Under this craziness, if a district needs 
a new roof on its high school or must 

hire a fifth-grade teacher because of 
expanding enrollment, it will no longer 
be asking for support from its residents 
but appealing for permission to more 
than a dozen districts, each with their 
own agendas.

The hope is that sharing services will 
significantly cut costs. But sharing payroll 
or having a regional transportation 
system are comparatively small potatoes 
and will never markedly decrease 
taxes. It’s the big-ticket items that the 
state controls that must be addressed: 
outrageous pension costs and Medicaid 
costs for counties. 

And how is that mandate relief plan 
coming along, Governor?

Does Cuomo want to force district 
consolidation or create county-wide 
districts? He would never go on record 
with either because that would be 
politically imprudent. But one thing is 
certain: tax caps and service sharing will 
never come close to helping Westchester 
ditch the tag of highest taxed county in 
the nation.
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By Martin Wilbur
The love of gardening has been part of 

Carolyn Ramsey’s life since childhood. 
Growing up in Johnson City, N.Y. near 
Binghamton, both of Ramsey’s parents 
took up the activity, her mom mostly 
planting flowers during gardening season 
while her father tended to a small vegetable 
garden outside their home.

It was the summer that Ramsey’s father, 
a teacher, decided to become a master 
gardener that it would be fair to say that 
her interest blossomed. At about nine or 10 
years old, Ramsey would accompany her 
dad to many of the classes at the Cornell 
Cooperative Extension as well as his 
volunteer efforts at community gardens.

“So my dad took me along on all of these 
things and he turned me into his little 
helper,” Ramsey said.

Years later, Ramsey, 48, hasn’t lost her 
passion for the garden. In fact, for the past 
five or six years, she has been able to share 
her enthusiasm with others in her home 
community as an active member of the 
Pleasantville Garden Club. Guest speakers, 
which Ramsey is in charge of helping 

secure, have led discussions on a variety 
of gardening topics at the club’s monthly 
meetings at the Pleasantville Presbyterian 
Church, from different types of flower 
arrangements to a Botanical Gardens 
expert on wild mushrooms.

The club has also been an outlet for 
members to test their culinary skills.

“One of the secrets about the Pleasantville 
Garden Club is they’re all gardeners 
but they’re all fabulous cooks and we 
always have a food celebration with every 
monthly meeting and it’s always exquisite 
and wonderful and we share recipes,” 
said Ramsey, who lives with her husband 
Christian Lavoie, an IBM researcher, and 
their four children. “It’s just a wonderful 
group of ladies.”

Ramsey’s creativity and passion for new 
experiences hasn’t just been limited to 
gardening. As a 16-year-old, she spent a 
year as an exchange student in Japan, the 
first of two stints she would spend in the 
Asian nation. It was one of the countries 
that Ramsey had longed to visit.

“I always had a desire to see the world 
and other cultures, so when I was old 

enough to become an 
exchange student, I 
was talking with my 
dad and (I asked him) 
where do you think I 
should go?” Ramsey 
recalled.

“Go someplace 
far that’s hard to get 
to,” was his advice. 
“Anybody can go to 
Europe. You can go on 
your own, but if you 
wanted to see Asia or 
Africa, it’s easier to go 
when you’re with an 
association.”

Following her year abroad, Ramsey 
returned to the United Stated and went 
on to Cornell after graduating high 
school. She took a strong liberal arts 
program in college, studying Japanese and 
music. She then headed to Stanford to 
earn her master’s and secured a Japanese 
government scholarship to spend another 
two years in Japan. 

During her time there, Ramsey was able 
to study music--she plays the violin--using 
the Suzuki method, stressing positive 
encouragement and repetition. Her visit 
included meeting Dr. Shinichi Suzuki, 
who developed the method. Despite only 
acquiring an elementary school-level grasp 
of the language, Ramsey’s experiences have 
been long lasting.

“I love the art and culture in Japan,” 
she said. “It’s just always has been very 
beautiful.”

Ramsey returned to 
northern California after the 
two years where she worked 
in business then returned to 
the East Coast in 1995 when 
she got a job with Phillips 
Research at its Briarcliff 
headquarters. Upon her 
arrival to the local area, she 
lived in Ossining for three 
years before relocating to 
Pleasantville.

Although northern 
California had much to 
offer, it was a natural fit for 
Ramsey to return east.

“I feel so fortunate to have landed in 
Westchester County,” Ramsey said. “It’s a 
beautiful place, there’s lots to do outdoors 
and people are nice and New York City’s 
right there. We don’t get there as much as I 
would like but it’s right there.”

What is also readily available are her 
opportunities to garden and play music. 
Ramsey performs twice a year with 
Collegium Westchester Chorus and 
Orchestra and serves on its board. Not 
only is she involved with the Pleasantville 
Garden Club but has also participated in 
the edible garden program at Bedford 
Road School.

Being able to spend time growing her 
vegetables and teach her children about 
the joys of gardening offers much appeal 
for her.

“I think it’s a combination of a space to 
unwind, a chance to be creative, a chance 
to try new things,” Ramsey said.

know your
Neighbor

Carolyn Ramsey
Gardener/Musician, Pleasantville
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Happy Valentine’s Day Happy Valentine’s Day

Celebrating 40 
Years of 

Excellence.

CAPPY’S TRAVEL 
WANTS YOU TO GET 

THE BEST 
VALENTINE’S DAY 

PRESENT!

WE’RE GIVING AWAY $250 TO 
THE MOST ROMANTIC 

VALENTINE CRUISE, 
TOUR OR RESORT.

SEND OR EMAIL YOUR
 VALENTINE CARD TO US AND 

YOU MAY BE THE WINNER!
(Call for Details)

195 North Bedford Rd • Mount Kisco • 914 241 0383
www.travel-by-net.com

email: cappy@travel-by-net.com

Tune in to Cappy’s Travel Show
1-2 pm Every wednesday
1230AM WFAS* wfasam.com

HEARTS, HEARTS & MORE HEARTS…

 20% OFF All Products

From Feb. 12th-16th
1 Hour Swedish Massage and Chocolate Scrub $125 

(reg. $150)
10% OFF all Massage, Facials and Waxing

Emmary Day Spa
24 South Greeley Avenue • Chappaqua, New York 10514

914-238-8830 • www.emmarydayspa.com

Gift 
Certifi cates 

Available

IreneÕsÊHairÊSalon

OPEN: Tues-Thurs 9:30-5, Fri 9:30-7, Saturday 9-5, Closed Sunday

Now Open 
Mondays 10-5 914-495-3010

16 Marble Avenue, Pleasantville, NY

With this ad

$10 OFF
COLOR

$2.00 OFF Any Haircut 
with this ad

15 Washington Ave • Pleasantville, NY Mon-Sat 10am-6pm • Sun 12pm-4pm

FINEST SWEETS FOR YOUR      SWEETHEART

Tel. or Fax: 914-769-0771
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CANDY BARS

PARTY FAVORS

WEDDINGS
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CANDY BARS
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FINEST SWEETS FOR YOUR      SWEETHEARTFINEST SWEETS FOR YOUR      SWEETHEART
Chocolate Heart Boxes Filled with Chocolate Candy
Chocolate Roses, Pops, Novelties
Fill Your own Unique Packing
This is the Place for Chocolate Wafers and Supplies
for all Chocolate Making! And, much, much more!

Spoil Your Biggest Loves for 
Valentine’s Day by Treating Them 

to a Day of Beauty.

51 Babbitt Road
Bedford Hills, NY 10507

914-242-8422

Valentine Special

$10.00 OFF
Any Service
February 1-14, 2014 Only

with this coupon. Cannot be
combined with any other offer.

720 North Bedford Rd. • Bedford Hills
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Delicious Italian Cuisine

720 North Bedford Road        Bedford Hills NY 10507        914 218 8321       www.setteeventi.com

Find us on Facebook        GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

Join us for our First 
Valentine’s 
Weekend

February 14, 15 & 16!
Receive a complimentary 

Glass of Prosecco
with Dinner & view our 

Special Menu 
created by Chef Giuseppe 

at setteeventi.com

Please call for reservations 
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Hurry, offer expires 3/31/14

FABRIC MART
2019 Crompond Rd. Yorktown Heights

914-962-3328
 fabricmartnyinc.com

Join our mailing list today

Rational Animal Sewing Event to help make bedsfor animal shelters. Join us on  March 1st. Call 914-737-2228 

Come
Celebrate 

Valentine’s Day at

 Rose Hill Shopping Center
 628 Columbus Avenue
 Thornwood, New York 10594 914.769.6077  www.silviosrestaurant.com

 CLOSED MONDAYS

 Come Celebrate 
 Valentine’s Day at

 Reservations Suggested

Reservations Suggested
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Kohl’s Shopping Plaza • Bedford Hills

914-666-3150

See store for details. 
Hurry, offer expires 3/31/14

FABRIC MART
2019 Crompond Rd. Yorktown Heights

914-962-3328
 fabricmartnyinc.com

Join our mailing list today

Rational Animal Sewing Event to help make bedsfor animal shelters. Join us on  March 1st. Call 914-737-2228 

Come
Celebrate 

Valentine’s Day at

 Rose Hill Shopping Center
 628 Columbus Avenue
 Thornwood, New York 10594 914.769.6077  www.silviosrestaurant.com

 CLOSED MONDAYS

 Come Celebrate 
 Valentine’s Day at

 Reservations Suggested

Reservations Suggested
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While usually it is the 
function of buyers to order 
a home inspection once they 
decide to place an offer on a 
house, would you consider it 
outrageous if I were to suggest 
that a seller should order 
one even before the home is 
listed?

Would you think it even 
more extraordinary if I 
suggested that you order a 
home inspection even if you 
are not considering selling 
your home in the near future?

I thought about inspections 
recently when Matthew 
Albano of True View Home 
Inspections emailed me the 
design for a brochure he is planning. It 
encourages home sellers to beat buyers 
to the punch by engaging his services to 
inspect their homes in advance of listing. 

Albano’s note reminded me of that 
cautionary and amusing sign I found on 
the exit door of the men’s room in that 
London theater that read, “Please inspect 
yourself before returning to your seat.” 
Who else but the British would remind 
a gentleman to make sure that he wasn’t 
walking around with his fly open?

It might seem like a trans-Atlantic 
stretch, but after a surprising experience 
I suffered with my own house, I want 

to place a sign on the door of 
every house for sale warning 
that it should be pre-inspected 
to ensure the owners are not 
caught with their fly open, or as 
in my own case, with their pants 
down.

Here’s my story of woe and 
involves how I first met Matt. 

My wife and I had found 
buyers for our lovely 18th 
century home who had ordered 
the requisite inspection. Since 
I had completely restored the 
home and kept it in impeccable 
shape, I thought nothing of it.

When the inspector arrived, 
however, he avoided my glance 
for some reason. I decided to 

leave the premises to avoid apoplexy. 
When I returned, I was told by the buyer’s 
agent that the deal was off. Apparently, the 
wife, a skittish type to start with, totally 
freaked when the inspector found one 
flaw with the house. Just one. A portion 
of the house’s sill resting on the stone 
foundation had been compromised with 
dry rot. 

Unfortunately, the inspector told her 
that the house was likely “sinking” as 
though, like the Titanic, it was about to 
plunge into the abyss. The wife, without 
so much as asking if this was something 
that could be fixed, scurried from the 

house like a rat leaving a ship, and we lost 
the sale.  

Needless to say, I was turned off by this 
engineer’s lack of communication skills 
in describing this defect of which I was 
totally unaware. He might have told her 
that it could be fixed, but he didn’t. That’s 
when I called my own engineer who had 
been highly recommended by another 
agent in my office. That happened to be 
Albano.

He had a much more agreeable manner 
when he arrived, assuring me that “my job 
is to find any problems, not to sugarcoat 
them, but to suggest ways they can be 
fixed. I’ve seen very few problems that are 
unfixable.”  

This is my guy, I thought! This is the 
kind of engineer that sellers should know.  
In my case, my vengeance comes from 
telling my buyers which engineers best 
communicate problems and how to fix 
them, rather than those who feel they’re 
doing their job if they kill the deal. I name 
names.

Bottom line: Albano recommended 
some contractors who could fix my 
problem with the sill. I did exactly that 
to assure myself that, indeed, my house is 
perfect. Albano returned and completed 
an engineering report, which I now have 
in my hot hands, ready to welcome any 
buyer with full confidence.

Here in a nutshell is the smart reason 

to do a pre-listing inspection of your own 
home before placing it on the market: It 
reassures prospective buyers that there 
is nothing to hide, that all systems have 
been checked and that you as a seller have 
maintained the house well. It also gives 
you a good position in the negotiating 
process to stand firm in the price point 
you want to achieve. To further enhance 
your standing, you might also want to 
purchase a home warranty protection 
program whose premium doesn’t come 
due until closing.

If you’re not planning to sell soon, 
you might still want to do a full home 
inspection. Who knows what quiet 
problems may be lurking undetected? 
Catch those things before they become 
bigger problems. It could be the best $450 
or so that you ever spent. 

To reach Matt Albano for either a pre-
listing or peace-of-mind inspection, call 
True View Home Inspections at 914-831-
2187. Don’t risk having your home caught 
with its pants down. 

Bill Primavera is a Residential and 
Commercial Realtor® associated with 
Coldwell Banker, as well as a publicist 
and journalist who writes regularly as The 
Home Guru. For questions about home 
maintenance or to engage him to help you 
buy or sell a home, he can be emailed at 
Bill@TheHomeGuru.com or called directly 
at 914-522-2076.

Don’t Let Your House Get Caught With its Pants Down!
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Alex and Ani is now at Twin Jewelers

Official Pace University Sports Sponsor

• Custom 
 Orders

The Grass is Greener - What Are You Worth?

Trusted Traditional Real Estate
for 30 Years

For Confi dential Interview email
HFRealtor@aol.com

• Simple 80% Split on All Sales
• Increase Listings
• No Fees
• Fast Track Training Program
• Build Your Business

SOLD

Real Estate Has Changed.
Are You Changing With it?
2013 National Association of Realtors® 

say “84% of buyers found the home they bought 
on the internet before they contacted an Agent”

TOP SALES 
ASSOCIATE POSITIONS

Pleasantville, NY
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WIN $5,000 CASH
Celebrate Augie’s 5th Anniversary

with a Chance to Win $5,000

Drawing March 2nd at 8pm
at Augie’s Anniversary Celebration.  

Make your reservation NOW!

Enter every time you come in.
No purchase necessary. Must be 21+.

Sign Up Now - 3/2/14

OPEN 7 DAYS - FREE VALET PARKING Available Friday & Saturday 5pm - 10pm
Monday: Dinner 4pm-10pm  • Tuesday - Saturday: Lunch 11am-3pm Dinner Served All Day to 10pm •  Sunday: 12pm - 9pm   
info@augiesprimecut.com • (914) 743-1357 • www.augiesprimecut.com • 3436 Lexington Avenue, Mohegan Lake, NY 10547

By Janine Bowen
Todd Shapera has been taking pictures 

for nearly three decades. However, the past 
year has been full of unique and memorable 
moments. 

Shapera was recently named by Wedding 
Wire, a U.S. software company that created 
a wedding destination site for couples, as 
one of  the top five wedding photographers 
in its nationwide network. 

“I was surprised and delighted,” Shapera 
said. “I wasn’t aware that Wedding Wire 
had this award, and I had no idea I was 
being considered for it. That makes it more 
special.” 

The award was given based on reviews 
from clients left on the company’s website. 
Shapera said that makes the recognition 
more meaningful. 

“It means everything because at the end 
of the day the most important judges of 
whether my photography captures the day 
and tells the story in a beautiful way…are 
the brides and grooms,” he explained. 

Shapera, a Pocantico Hills resident, said 
he tries to capture the unique story of each 
couple by shooting in the moment, instead 
of creating posed and formulaic images. He 
also noted that he pays special attention to 
the lighting in his shots, a challenge that 
many wedding photographers face in dark 
party rooms or sunny outdoor scenes. 

“I approach weddings… as a lifestyle 
photographer, seeking to capture moments 
that are relaxed, elegant and beautifully lit,” 

he explained of his art. 
Shapera also revealed that forming a 

relationship with the couple, the families 
and the wedding party is crucial in capturing 
images to portray who the couple really are. 
He generally meets the bride and groom 
before the big day to hear the story of their 
relationship and gets to know them in a 
more relaxed setting by taking engagement 
photos in locations that are meaningful to 
both.

“This gives me and the couples a chance 
to build our rapport in a relaxed, playful 
way without the expectations and stress of 
[the] wedding day,” he said. 

Although Shapera is well known locally 

for his high end 
wedding and 
Bar Mitzvah 
photography and 
is a recommended 
photographer for 
several prestigious 
venues, including 
the Tarrytown 
House and the 
Sleepy Hollow 
Yacht Club, he 
has also received 
many exclusive 
international 
opportunities.  

Last March, 
he was one of 
just three people 

awarded a fellowship by Management 
Services for Health to photograph the 
health crisis and the administering of 
healthcare in Africa. He was selected as part 
of a global competition to which 250 other 
photographers had submitted work. 

Although many of the other photographers 
being considered for the fellowship were 
experienced, the judges chose Shapera for 
his focus on photographing the dignity of 
ordinary people in challenging situations. 

“Many photographers who applied for 
this fellowship submitted powerful images 
of African war and famine. By contrast, 
I chose photographs capturing humble 
Africans in their daily lives,” said Shapera, 

who visited Kenya and Uganda. 
In addition, he was one of six volunteer 

photographers to help capture the Maccabi 
Games in Israel last summer. The event, 
dubbed the Jewish Olympics, featured over 
9,000 athletes and coaches from more than 
70 countries, including a United States team 
of over 1,100. 

Shapera stayed in Jerusalem, 
photographing several events each day and 
was happy to contribute his talent to the 
event. 

“It was a great opportunity to be part of 
something special on a global scale,” he said.  

Shapera’s photos from the trip are 
currently on display at Congregation 
Emanu-El in Harrison. 

Shapera said his international experiences 
give him greater appeal to local clients who 
request his services. 

“The brides and Bar Mitzvah moms who 
hire me seem to be looking for something 
special,” he said. “They seem to value having 
a photographer whose work feels inspired, 
and who is fully engaged with photography 
across his life. They sense that I love what 
I do, love sharing it and feel privileged to 
be able to contribute my art to momentous 
events in their lives.” 

Shapera hopes to continue this balance 
of local photography with national and 
international ventures. Later this month he 
will be traveling to Wyoming, where he was 
commissioned by a resort to photograph 
back country wilderness skiing. 

Accolade Latest Recognition for Local Photographer in Whirlwind Year

One of  the many creative wedding photos Todd Shapera has taken in more 
than 30 years in the business.
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SupremeValue Checking®

•	 NO minimum balance requirements

•	 NO monthly maintenance fees

•	 JUST $100 to open your account

•	 UNLIMITED transactions

•	 NO per check charge

•	 FREE Visa® Business Debit Card*

•	 FREE Online Banking and Mobile Banking**

PLUS. . .

$20 Cash Back
for unused checks and debit card from your 
business checking account at another bank.

$100 Value***
Free IntroPak of 150 Business Checks
(includes deposit tickets, stamp and cover)

*Application required.   **Data fees from your mobile carrier may apply.  ***Sales tax and delivery charge apply.  Offers for new accounts and new money only.  Offers may be discontinued at any 
time without prior notice.  Gifts available while supplies last.

Receive a free gift with your new account.  Visit one of our 76 branches today!

Established 1863 · Member FDIC

www.applebank.com  914-902-2775

“My Apple Bank has FREE Business Checking —
PLUS Special Offers of Up to $120 Value!”

apple bk - EXAMINER - BUSINESS CHECKING AD-10-25-13.indd   1 11/7/2013   3:20:33 PM

drink happy.
741 Bedford Road, Bedford Hills, NY 10507 | 914.666.7272 

vineandcompany.com

ALTHOUGH WE'RE EXPERTS; 
DON'T JUST TAKE OUR WORD FOR IT. 

try. then buy.

WE HAVE 8 SELECTIONS AVAILABLE TO TASTE EACH AND EVERY DAY
STOP IN AND BECOME AN EXPERT YOURSELF!
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By Colette Connolly
A gifted piano player since age 7, Kate 

Demagistris is putting all of her talent and 
years of teaching experience into a new 
business she established in November 
called Hubbels Music School.

Geared toward children five years old 
and up, the Mount Kisco school offers a 
variety of programs for students wanting 
to learn piano, guitar, bass and drums. 
There is also vocal coaching, relevant for 
children who want to learn to sing while 
playing an instrument. 

Demagistris, a concert pianist and 
harpsichordist, comes from a family 
of musicians. Her father, Manny, was a 
professional guitarist and once signed with 
Columbia Records. Her mother, Vicki, was 
a former jingle writer and music teacher 
who plays piano. 

A lover of both Baroque history and 
music, Demagistris took a special interest 
in the harpsichord while attending Keene 
State College in New Hampshire. In her 
spare time, she performs the harpsichord 
at weddings and will release a recording of 
her music on iTunes later this month. 

But it was a college professor who 
encouraged Demagistric, 28, to further her 
studies in music and make it a career. 

“I was very much inspired by one of 
my college teachers, George Loring, a 
former artist-in-residence at Keene, who 
tapped into my strengths and brought 
out my highest levels of confidence,” said 
Demagistris, who earned a bachelor’s 
degree in performance and a master’s in 
education from Manhattanville College.

Demagistris’ mentor improved her 
weaknesses, but he did so without 
being judgmental or negative. That’s a 
philosophy Demagistris follows as she 
hones the musical talents of her students 
and nurtures their strengths.

“I treat every child as if he or she was my 
favorite,” Demagistris said. “I am a very 
involved business owner and teacher, and 
to me, every kid has to feel special.”

The majority of her students take lessons 
in her brightly decorated facility. They 
receive the same one-on-one instruction 
they would get at home but with less 
chance of distraction. 

The space includes three cozy studios, 

each of them equipped with pianos, drum 
sets, guitars and a harpsichord, as well as 
two unusual items that can be found in 
one of the studios: a djembe (an African 
drum) that was given to her as a gift and 
a Theremin, an electronic instrument that 
was used by psychedelic rock bands.

Her youngest students often start by 
learning from method books, many of 
which are on sale in the school’s lobby. 
Demagistris, who taught for several years 
in private music schools in Westchester 
and New Jersey, believes integrating 
elements of classical music is important, 
even for the youngest students. 

Instructors at Hubbels are open to 
teaching all genres of music and try to 
inspire their students. 

“The teachers here are vibrant, creative 
and high energy and have a passion for 

teaching,” Demagistris said. 
All three of the school’s instructors hold 

music degrees and play professionally with 
unique and extensive backgrounds. 

Demagistris looks to establish for her 
students. For older pupils, that could 
mean attaining a high score on the New 
York State School Music Association 
examinations. Others may be interested in 
getting involved in a performance group at 
the school. Demagistris is also hoping to 
have an annual end-of-year concert where 
all students can participate.

“We want every child to build a bond 
with his or her teacher and for each of 
them to seriously blossom as musicians, 
even possibly prepare them for a future 
career or for college,” Demagistris said.

Hubbels Music School also offers a 
program--Hubbel Bubbles--designed for 
preschool age children. It teaches music 
fundamentals in a social group setting 
where youngsters learn basic rhythms and 
music vocabulary. They are introduced to 
Solfége (which includes pitch and sight 
reading), music as a universal language, 
the instrument families, improvisation and 
songs from around the world. A summer 
camp program is also being planned. 

To schedule four trial lessons at reduced 
cost, call Hubbels Music School at 914-
241-3236 or email office@hubbelsmusic.
com. The school is located at 25 Hubbels 
Drive in Mount Kisco and is open six 
days a week. To learn more, visit www.
hubbelsmusic.com.
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Hubbels Music School
Mt. Kisco

COLETTE CONNOLLY PHOTO
Kate Demagistris, owner of  Hubbels Music School.

914-773-1570
8 Broadway

Pleasantville, NY 10570
Hours: Tues.- Sat. 9am-5pm,  

Mon. & Evening by appointment only

Golden Scissors
Hair Design, Inc

Happy Valentine’s Day
914-271-9119

ROOFING • WINDOWS • SIDING
DOORS • DECKS • SEAMLESS GUTTERS

LEADERS
Robert & Mary Sniffen, Owners

Visit our 5,000 sq. ft. showroom
Or we will BRING the showroom to you!

2010 Albany Post Road
Croton-on-Hudson, NY

WC 10415H99 • PC - 187 • Yonkers #3807
www.miraclehomeimprovements.com

Ê

SPRING AHEAD… 
Don’t Fall Behind on 
your Spring Projects!    

Take Advantage of our  
SPRING SAVINGS! 

2010 Albany Post Rd. Croton on Hudson, NY 10520 WC10415H99  PC-1817 
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   ●ROOFING●WINDOWS●SIDING●DOORS●DECKS●SEAMLESS GUTTERS●LEADERS 

 
Congratulations to the   

Class of 2013 
Celebrate your favorite graduate  

With a bangle from Alex and Ani 

53 South Moger Avenue, Mount Kisco, NY   914‐666‐4438 

Select Books
Distinctive Cards

Journals

...and more!

Bookmarks

Special Orders

Gift Certificates

Free Gift Wrapping

Unique Gifts

Book Group Discounts

School Orders

Cookbooks

Agate Book Ends

Children’s Books

Reference Books

Out-of-Print Searches

The Village
�

Bookstore

Ten Washington Ave.

Pleasantville, NY

Across from the Burns Film Center

914.769.8322

staff@pleasantvillebooks.com
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For the past 10 years, Teatown Lake 
Reservation has celebrated the return 
of the eagle to the lower Hudson Valley 
with a festival known as Teatown’s 
Hudson River EagleFest.  The event 
began as a small, but enthusiastic 
gathering of about 300 attendees 
in 2005 when it was first held on 
Teatown’s property.  

Teatown’s 10th Annual Hudson 
River EagleFestsm, a favorite winter 
event in the region, will be held this 
Saturday, Feb. 8 at Croton Point 
Park, which can accommodate 5,000 
attendees for a full day of activities 
to celebrate our national symbol.  
Programs are scheduled to begin at 10 
a.m.

Ten additional eagle viewing 
sites will be hosted by collaborating 
environmental organizations along 
the Hudson River. The newest location 
is at Rockwood Hall in Sleepy Hollow.  

Amazing live raptor shows are 
always a fan favorite and will be 
held throughout the day.  Additional 
activities range from guided and 
independent eagle viewing, bus tours, 
storytelling, a tent brimming with 
children’s programs and activities, 
bird walks and displays from 30 area 
organizations. Entertainment and 

educational shows take place all day 
long in The Eagle Theatre and Eaglet 
Stage under much-appreciated heated 
tents.  

Food for purchase will be provided 
by the Wobble Café.

This year, Teatown is selling general 
admission tickets which will allow 
entrance to all of the tents and to take 
advantage of all of 
the day’s activities 
for one price.  
Pre-sale tickets 
are $10 for adults 
(14 and up), $8 
for children (5-
13) and free for 
children 4 and 
under. Tickets 
sold at the venue 
on the day of  the 
event will cost $15 
for adults, $10 for 
children and free 
for children 4 and 
under.  

Everyone is 
encouraged to 
arrive early to 
the bird shows in 
the Eagle Theatre 
as seating will be 

on a first-come-first-served basis.  To 
purchase pre-sale general admission 
tickets, visit www.teatown.org. A 
general admission ticket allows you 
to attend as many shows in the Eagle 
Theatre/Eaglet Stage as you want 
(as long as there are available seats).  
Purchase bus tour tickets by calling 
the Teatown office at 914-762-2912 

ext. 110. Tickets 
for the bus tours 
(for age 14 and 
up) are $25 each 
and often sell out.  

Eagle Viewing 
Sites

Guests can 
enjoy eagle 
viewing locations 
and activities 
along the 
Hudson River 
at no additional 
charge. Each is 
staffed by eagle 
experts with 
spotting scopes. 
When it’s time 
to warm up, 
attendees can 
take a break in 

the heated tents and buildings and 
enjoy hot cocoa at the following sites:

• Trailside Museum and Zoo, Bear 
Mountain State Park

• Bear Mountain State Park, Bear 
Mountain

• Boscobel House and Gardens, 
Garrison

• Croton Boat Ramp at Croton-
Harmon Train Station 

• New Croton Dam, Cortlandt
• George’s Island Park, Montrose
• Kathryn W. Davis RiverWalk Center, 

Sleepy Hollow
• Riverfront Green Park, Peekskill
• Rockwood Hall, Sleepy Hollow
• Steamboat Dock Park, Verplanck

Parking is free and available in the 
park.  Overflow parking is available in 
the Village of Croton, lot A.  Shuttle 
buses will bring guests from the 
outlying lots and the Croton Harmon 
Train Station to Eagle Headquarters 
throughout the day.

In the event of severe weather, the 
alternate date for EagleFestsm will be 
Sunday, Feb. 9. Please check Teatown’s 
website, www.teatown.org, for 
program details and weather updates, 
or call 914-762-2912 ext. 110.

Teatown’s 10th Annual Hudson River EagleFest on Tap This Weekend
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Present this ad for a 20% Discount on your next framing project.

What a 
difference a 

frame makes!

We framed this beautiful 
cross stitch in an 

absolutely wonderful 
green frame with red trim.
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Tuesday, Feb. 4
Colorful Tuesdays. Dispel winter 

gloom. Today’s color is green. For 
children three to five years old. 
Chappaqua Public Library, 195 S. Greeley 
Ave., Chappaqua. 4 p.m. Free. Also Feb. 
11 and 25. Registration required. Info and 
registration: 914-238-4779.

Evening Bereavement Support 
Group. The first session of an eight-
week support group for adults. Meets on 
Tuesdays. Attendance at all eight sessions 
recommended. Medical Services Building 
at Phelps Memorial Hospital, Room 225, 
755 N. Broadway, Sleepy Hollow. 6 to 
7:30 p.m. Free. Pre-registration required. 
Info and pre-registration: Contact Bess 
Steiger, bereavement coordinator at 914-
366-3325 or bsteiger@pmhc.us.

Look Good...Feel Better. Helps women 
who are undergoing cancer treatment 
with beauty techniques. Includes 
a consultation with a professional 
hairstylist and a cosmetologist. Attendees 
are given a complementary makeup kit 
and wig. Medical Services Building at 
Phelps Memorial Hospital, Room 545, 
755 N. Broadway, Sleepy Hollow. 6 to 
8 p.m. Registration required. Info and 
registration: 914-366-3315 or 366-3345.

First Tuesday Book Club. “Beautiful 
Ruins” by Jess Walter will be discussed. 
Call to reserve a copy of this month’s 
selection. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk.7:30 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887 or www.
northcastlelibrary.org.

Wednesday, Feb. 5
Zumba Fitness. Achieve long-term 

benefits while having a blast in one 
exciting hour of calorie-burning, body-
energizing, awe-inspiring movements 
meant to engage and captivate for life. For 
all fitness levels. Dance Emotions, 75 S. 
Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. Every Monday 
and Wednesday at 9 a.m. and Saturdays at 
10 a.m. Drop in or weekly discount rates 
available. Info: Contact Peggy at 914 960-
4097.

Knitting Group. Hats for our 
servicemen and women overseas and 
other ongoing projects for care centers 
and hospitals. Clinton Street Center, 1A 
Clinton St., Pleasantville. 9:30 to 11:30 
a.m. Free. Meets every Monday and 
Wednesday. Info: 914-769-2021.

Blood Pressure Screening. Phelps 
Memorial Hospital Center’s Walkway 
Conference Room, 701 N. Broadway, 
Sleepy Hollow. 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. Free. 
Also Feb. 19. Appointment required. Info 
and appointment: 914-366-3220.

Senior Benefits Information Center. 
Counselors offer older adults one-on-
one counseling covering a broad range 
of topics including Medicare health and 
prescription plans, food stamps, HEAP, 
EPIC, weatherization, minor home repair 

and tax relief programs. Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 Main St., Mount Kisco. 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Free. Every Wednesday. 
Info: 914-231-3260.

Digital Learning Day. Day-long 
computer instruction. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. Facebook: 10:30: to 11:30 a.m. 
Twitter: 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Download 
Devices: 1 to 2:30 p.m. Cardholder 
Resources/Introduction to Databases: 
2:30 to 3:15 p.m. Free. Registration 
preferred. Info and registration: 914-273-
3887.

Mind Games. A fun way for seniors 
to stimulate their minds and improve 
cognitive functioning by playing board 
games and computer games that uses 
memory, visual recall, problem solving, 
focus and speed and spatial reasoning. 
Phelps Memorial Hospital Center’s board 
room, 701 N. Broadway, Sleepy Hollow. 
(Park in back of the hospital.) 2 to 3:30 
p.m. Free. Meets the first Wednesday of 
each month. Info: 914-366-3937.

Balinese Painting and Shadow Theater 
Art. Led by Valerie Franco. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk.7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887 
or www.northcastlelibrary.org.

Thursday, Feb. 6
Pleasantville Garden Club. Guest 

speaker Pat McNelis presents “Ikebana 
Demonstration and Raffle.” This demo 
will showcase Ikebana, presenting the 
history and principles of this dramatic 
Japanese floral design applied to five 
arrangements. Two will be raffled.  All 
welcome. Pleasantville Presbyterian 
Church, 400 Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 
General meeting  at 9:15 a.m. Program 
at 10:15 a.m. Free. Info: Contact 
Valerie Bailey at 914-747-1049 or visit 
pleasantvillegardenclub.com.

Let Your Yoga Dance Classes. The 
popular Kripalu noon dance class is now 
in Chappaqua! Combines easy dance, 
gentle yoga and great music. Come join 
this noncompetitive, heart pumping and 
joyful experience. Drop-ins welcome. 
Dance Emotions, 75 S. Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua.10 a.m. $20 per 75 min. class. 
Every Tuesday and Thursday. Info: 914-
238-8974 or email claudiayogadance@
gmail.com.

Yiddish Vinkle. Yiddish speakers (or 
dabblers) enjoy Yiddish poetry, current 
events, short stories, humor, songs, music 
and great camaraderie. Rosenthal JCC, 
600 Bear Ridge Rd., Pleasantville. 1 to 3 
p.m. $6 suggested donation. Meets every 
Thursday. Info: 914-741-0333 ext. 24 or 
visit www.rosenthaljcc.org.

Afternoon Bereavement Support 
Group. For adults struggling with the 
loss of a loved one. Led by Bereavement 
Coordinator Bess Steiger. Phelps Hospice 
office (at the James House), 701 N. 

Broadway, Sleepy Hollow. 2 to 3:30 p.m. 
Suggested donation: $10. Info: 914-366-
3325.

Multilingual Mother Goose. Learn 
and share songs and rhymes in other 
languages. For children birth to five 
years old; with an adult. Chappaqua 
Public Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua. 2:30 p.m. Free. Meets every 
Thursday. Registration required. Info and 
registration: 914-238-4779.

Thursday Night Book Discussion 
Group. Selected stories by Alice Munro 
will be discussed. Led by Susan Zangler. 
Chappaqua Public Library, 195 S. Greeley 
Ave., Chappaqua. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-
238-4779 or www.chappaqualibrary.org.

Breast and Ovarian Cancer Support 
Group. Northern Westchester Hospital 
at Chappaqua Crossing, 480 Bedford Rd., 
Chappaqua. 7 p.m. Free. Meets the first 
Thursday of each month. Registration 
required. Info and registration: 914-962-
6402 or 800-532-4290.

Financial, Legal and Health Care 
Planning for the Elderly. Seminar topics 
include Medicare and Medicaid basics, 
managed care, health care proxies and 
guardianships. Scheduled speaker is 
Jeffrey G. Abrandt, Esq., of Goldfarb 
Abrandt Salzman & Kutzin LLP. Light 
refreshments will be served. The Briarcliff 
Manor Center for Rehabilitation and 
Nursing Care, 620 Sleepy Hollow Rd., 
Briarcliff Manor. 7 p.m. Free. RSVP 
required. Info and RSVP: 914-941-5100.

Friday, Feb. 7
Zumba Gold. Try this low-impact 

approach to Zumba for the older active 
adult and baby boomer with the same 
sassy, sweaty, fun-filled cardio workout in 
an easy learning environment. Ongoing 
classes; drop-ins welcome. Addie-tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza, Pleasantville. 11:15 a.m. to 12:15 
p.m. $12. Four- and eight-week cards 
available. Meets every Friday. Info: 914-
747-0808 or email instructor at olin.
amyj@gmail.com.

Love Your Heart. Celebrate American 
Heart Month with Northern Westchester 
Hospital. Stop by to make a heart-
healthy snack and learn about eating for 
a healthy heart. For students in grades 
6-12. Chappaqua Public Library, 195 S. 
Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 3:30 to 4:30 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-238-4779 or www.
chappaqualibrary.org.

Magic: The Gathering. Stop in to 
play or learn this popular card game. 
For students in grades 7-12. Chappaqua 
Public Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua. 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. Free. Info: 
914-238-4779 or www.chappaqualibrary.
org.

Zumba Fitness Class. Addie-Tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza (lower level), Pleasantville. 5:30 

to 6:30 p.m. $15 a class. $29 for four 
classes. $55 for eight classes. Meets 
every Friday. Info: 917-215-1720, email 
AddietudeDance@gmail.com or visit 
www.Addie-tude.com. 

Agatha Christie Murder Mystery 
Series: “Murder on the Orient Express.” 
Discussion follows with librarians Cathy 
Paulsen and Chris Trzcinski. Chappaqua 
Public Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-238-
4779 or www.chappaqualibrary.org.

Friday Night Cinema: “Together.” 
This drama presents the competitive 
world of music and the struggle a young 
violin prodigy must endure to achieve 
fame and success. In Chinese with English 
subtitles. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk.7 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887 or www.
northcastlelibrary.org.

“Red.” A staged play reading featuring 
Neil Schlleifer and Connor McCormick-
Cavanagh. Directed by Tom Beck. 
Presented by The Small Town Theatre. 
Hergenhan Recreation Center, 40 Maple 
Ave., Armonk. 8 p.m. $12. Info and 
tickets: 914-273-0300 or visit. www.
smalltowntheatre.com.

Saturday, Feb. 8
Pleasantville Farmers Market. 

The market is back indoors and even 
better than last year, with more winter-
grown produce, meats, breads, cheeses, 
prepared foods and all the goodies you 
know and love. Pleasantville Middle 
School, 40 Romer Ave., Pleasantville. 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Info: Visit www.
pleasantvillefarmersmarket.org.

Teatown’s Hudson River Eaglefest. 
Teatown Lake Reservation celebrates the 
return of the eagle to the lower Hudson 
Valley. Come for a full day of activities to 
celebrate our national symbol.  Croton 
Point Park, Croton-on-Hudson. 10 a.m. 
Pre-sale tickets: Adults (14 years old  and 
up): $10. Children (5 to 13 years old): 
$8. Children (four years old and under): 
Free. Day of event: Adults (14 years old 
and up): $15. Children (5 to 13 years old): 
$10. Children (four years old and under): 
Free. Info, a free schedule of events and 
pre-sale tickets: 914-762-2912 ext. 110 or 
visit www.teatown.org.

Chappaqua Library Bridge and 
Scrabble Club Guided Play and 
Instruction. Match wits with former 
library board trustee Stan Kurzban. Bridge 
is not for beginners; singles, pairs and 
small groups welcome. All levels welcome 
for Scrabble. Chappaqua Public Library, 
195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 10 a.m. 
Free. Every Saturday in February. Info: 
914-238-4779 or www.chappaqualibrary.
org.  

Practice Tai Chi With Larry 
Attile. North Castle Public Library, 19 

continued on page 24
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Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 10:30 
to 11:30 a.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887 or 
www.northcastlelibrary.org.

“Baskets & Beyond.” The Pound 
Ridge Historical Society will host the 
Westchester Area Basketmakers Guild 
for another exhibit and sale. The guild 
will exhibit baskets and other traditional 
and contemporary crafts including quilts, 
penny rugs, handspun yarn, hooked rugs, 
note cards, jewelry and woven goods. 
There will also be demonstrations of 
basket weaving and spinning. Pound 
Ridge Museum, 255 Westchester Ave., 
Pound Ridge. 12 to 3 p.m. Free admission. 
Also Feb. 9. Info: 914-764-4333 or email 
info@poundridgehistorical.org.

Bridge Basics and Card Play With 
Joel Goren. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 1 to 
3 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887 or www.
northcastlelibrary.org.

Claudia Bitran: The Zone. A special 
reception to present an exhibit of works 
by Chilean artist Claudia Bitran. Bitran 
will give a brief talk about her work, which 
includes three invented movie trailers that 
she produced and filmed inside her studio, 
as well as props in the form of Dioramas, 
and some photographs of the handmade 
sets that she used as backdrops. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford 
Rd., Pleasantville. 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. Free. 

Exhibit runs through Feb. 28. Info: 914-
769-0548.

Ars Antiqua Baroque Music Concert. 
Soprano Nell Snaidas and Baroque 
violinist Krista Feeney will present a 
program of Baroque 
Swedish music. 
Following the 
concert, Swedish 
pancakes and 
ligonberries will be 
served. Church of 
St. Mary the Virgin, 
191 S. Greeley 
Ave., Chappaqua. 
8 p.m. Doors open 
at 7:30 p.m. $35. 
(Tickets available 
at the door.) Info: 
Contact Mark 
Kramer at 914-238-
8015 or at mark@
susanlawrence.com or visit www.ars-
antiqua.org.

Katonah Studio Jazz Band. The 
group returns to its Mount Kisco home 
base with band regulars Robert Kessler 
(keyboards), R.J. Marx (saxophone), 
Jack Falco (drums) and featured special 
guest, bass player Bill McCrossen. Via 
Vanti!, 2 Kirby Plaza, Mount Kisco 9 
p.m. Info: 914-666-6400 or visit www.
viavanti.com or katonahstudiojazzband.
com.

Sunday, Feb. 9
Church Service. St. John’s Episcopal 

Church, 8 Sunnyside Ave., Pleasantville. 
Rite I Holy Eucharist at 8 a.m. Rite III, 
a service geared toward families with 

young children at 
9:15 a.m. Rite II 
Choral Service Holy 
Eucharist at 10:45 
a.m. Every Sunday. 
Info: 914-769-0053.

Teaching Trails: 
A Community Path 
for Environmental 
Education. Join 
guided trail 
experience through 
the woodland forest. 
Discover who left 
that track, which 
tree makes the best 
animal home or 

which plant makes its own heat to help 
melt through the late winter ice. Program 
runs about 30 minutes. Greenburgh 
Nature Center, 99 Dromore Rd., 
Scarsdale. 11:30 a.m. Free. Meets every 
Sunday. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Finding and Feeding Winter Birds. 
Learn what birds wintering in our area 
like to eat and where they find shelter. 
The walk includes a visit to the Bird of 
Prey exhibit and busy bird feeders, as 

well as a search for more elusive feathered 
friends. Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 
Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 2 p.m. Included 
with museum admission. Members: 
Free. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Concert at the Library. Capitol 
Heights Lyric Opera will present 
“Immortal Love Songs.” Baritone Richard 
Casell and Mezzo-soprano Frances 
Devine will perform a delightful hour of 
opera and Broadway’s most passionate 
and entertaining duets and arias, 
including selections from “Carmen,” 
“Don Giovanni,” “Carousel,” “The Merry 
Widow,” “Phantom of the Opera” and “The 
Barber of Seville.” Mount Pleasant Public 
Library, 350 Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 2 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-769-0548 ext. 215.

“Momento” Opening Reception. This 
art exhibit draws from the Christian 
tradition of the memento mori, an artistic 
or symbolic reminder of the inevitability 
of death. Featuring depictions of memento 
mori, which emphasize Heaven, Hell and 
salvation of the soul in the afterlife. The 
Castle Gallery at the College of New 
Rochelle, 29 Castle Place, New Rochelle. 
2 to 4 p.m. Free. Exhibit runs through 
March 30. Gallery hours: Tuesday through 
Friday 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. and Saturday and 
Sunday 12 to 4 p.m. Info: 914-654-5423 or 
www.cnr.edu/cg.

continued from page 23

By Neal Rentz
How would you like to escape the 

winter doldrums and travel the world 
this month?

It could be to Los Angeles, 
Amsterdam, Rome, Paris, Tokyo, Berlin 
or London.

Well, in case you can’t get away, you 
don’t have to leave the area to tour some 
of these destinations.

“Around the World in 18 Films” is the 
new Jacob Burns Film Center series that 
will begin this Friday, Feb. 7 and run for 
three weeks.

The series’ lineup features a who’s 
who of acclaimed directors and actors, 
including Woody Allen, Roberto 
Rossellini, Yasujirô Ozu, Peter Weir, 
John Landis and Robert Altman. Then 
there are the film stars such as Diane 
Keaton, Anna Magnani, Michael Caine, 
Gong Li, Spencer Tracy and Lee Marvin. 

The series, programmed by 
Christopher Funderburg, offers a wide 
range of movies in which the locations 
play a prominent role. Funderburg said 
a common theme is how outsiders try to 
adjust to a new locale, whether it’s the 
French army occupying Algeria in “The 
Battle of Algiers,” the highly regarded 
1966 film directed by Gillo Pontecorvo, 

or the American expatriate Rick Blaine 
running a night club in the 1942 classic 
“Casablanca,” which will have several 
screenings on Valentine’s Day and on 
Feb. 15.

No matter  which films patrons 
choose to take in, all should be viewed in 
a theater and not at home, Funderburg 
said. “Bad Day at Black Rock,” the 1955 
film directed by John Sturges, was the 
first movie shot in the CinemaScope 

wide screen format for MGM, he said. 
“See it on the big screen or don’t 

bother,’ Funderburg stated in his 
program notes.

He particularly lauded three of the 
films in the series – “To Live and Die 
in L.A.,” William Friedkin’s 1986 crime 
film; “Shanghai Triad,” Zhang Yimou’s 
1995 period film noir, which he called 
“gorgeous” and “lush;” and “The Battle 
of Algiers.” 

“Battle of Algiers” was screened at the 
Pentagon while U.S. forces were dealing 
with guerilla warfare in Iraq, just as the 
French were in Algeria in the film.

“’Battle of Algiers’ can’t be oversold,” 
Funderburg said. 

The Jacob Burns Film Center is located 
at 364 Manville Rd. in Pleasantville. For 
more information, call 914-747-5555 or 
visit www.burnsfilmcenter.org for a full 
schedule and ticket prices.

Travel the World Through Film at the Jacob Burns Film Center

Above: The 1966 film “The Battle of  Algiers,” 
directed by Gillo Pontecorvo, will be screened on 
Feb. 21 and 25 as part of  the “Around the World 
in 18 Films” series at the Jacob Burns Film Center. 
The series begins on Feb. 7.
Right: “Shanghai Triad,” directed by Zhang Yimou 
and starring Gong Li, will be shown later this 
month as part of  the “Around the World in 18 
Films” series.

continued on next page

JACOB BURNS FILM CENTER PHOTOS

Baroque violinist Krista Feeney, above, and 
soprano Nell Snaidas will present a program of  
Baroque Swedish music this Saturday night in 
Chappaqua. 
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WeeZee Open House. Featuring fun 
sensory-science activities that challenge 
and stimulate all of the senses as children 
explore WeeZee’s 18,000-square-foot 
gym. Includes a raffle drawing for a free 
WeeZee membership. WeeZee the World 
of “Yes, I Can!” 480 N. Bedford Rd. 
(Chappaqua Crossing), Chappaqua. 12 
to 2 p.m. Free. Info: 914-752-2100 or visit 
www.weezeeworld.com.

“Brother Sun, Sister Moon.” Director 
Franco Zeffirelli depicts the life of Francis 
of Assisi. A brief discussion will follow. 
Presented by Westchester Community 
College’s Il Club Italiano. Westchester 
Community College’s Classroom 
Building, Room 100, 75 Grasslands Rd., 
Valhalla. 3 p.m. Free. Info: 914-606-6790. 

Author Talk. Emmy Award-winning 
commentator and two-time Olympic 
gold medalist in figure skating, North 
Salem resident Dick Button will speak 
about his autobiography, “Push Dick’s 
Button.” Followed by a book signing and 
refreshments. Ruth Keeler Memorial 
Library, 276 Titicus Rd., North Salem. 
3 p.m. Free. Info: 914-669-5161 or visit 
www.ruthkeelermemoriallibrary.org.

Guitarist/Songwriter Hiroya 
Tsukamoto in Concert. Tsukamoto 
combines North American folk music 
with Japanese roots. North Castle Public 

Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 3 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887 
or www.northcastlelibrary.org.

Jazz Vespers With Gerard Carelli 
and Friends. Carelli, a trombonist and 
singer, appears as part of the Presbyterian 
Church of Mount Kisco’s Musicale 
series featuring talented performers in 
the metropolitan area supporting local 
charities. A portion of the proceeds will 
go to the Emergency Shelter Partnership. 
Also, bring cans of tuna for the charity. 
Followed by a post-concert reception. 
Presbyterian Church of Mount Kisco, 605 
Millwood Rd. (Route 133), Mount Kisco. 
7 p.m. Suggested donation: $20. Students: 
$10. Info: Contact Terry Flanagan at 914-
666-7001.

Monday, Feb. 10
Health Insurance Forum. Berta 

Pineyro,  a New York State of Health 
navigator, will help consumers assess 
health insurance needs, understand 
available  options and apply for health 
coverage. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Free. Appointment required. 
Info and appointment: 914-813-5192.

Mommy and Toddler Yoga. For 
mothers and children one to four years 
old. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 11 

a.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887 or www.
northcastlelibrary.org.

Veterans Roundtable. Informal 
discussion and camaraderie among 
members and public service projects. 
Clinton Street Center, 1A Clinton St., 
Pleasantville. 1 to 2 p.m. Free. Meets every 
Monday. Info: 914-769-2021.

Crochet With Kate. Kate will start 
with the basics--hats and scarves–and 
then move on to amigurumi (Japanese-
style stuffed animals) in this four-session 
program. All materials provided. Come 
to one or all sessions. For students in 
grades 6-12. Chappaqua Public Library, 
195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 3 to 6 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-238-4779 or www.
chappaqualibrary.org.

Stories and More. Stories and snacks. 
For children in grades K-3. Chappaqua 
Public Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua. 4:30 p.m. Free. Also 
Feb. 24. Info: 914-238-4779 or www.
chappaqualibrary.org.

American History Book Group. 
“Dallas 1963” by Bill Minutaglio and Steve 
Davis will be discussed. Led by Barry Levy. 
Chappaqua Public Library, 195 S. Greeley 
Ave., Chappaqua. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-
238-4779 or www.chappaqualibrary.org.

Informal Writing Workshop. Bring 
your short prose, poetry ideas or a desire 
to write to an evening of supportive 

feedback with fellow writers. Led by Joan 
Schulman. Chappaqua Public Library, 
195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 7:30 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-238-4779 or www.
chappaqualibrary.org.

Marijuana Anonymous Meeting. St. 
John’s Episcopal Church, 8 Sunnyside 
Ave., Pleasantville. 7:30 p.m. Meets every 
Monday. Info: Contact Erica Itzkowitz at 
EricaItzkowitz@gmail.com.

Tuesday, Feb. 11
Lori Jo Toddler Music. For children 

six months to four years old. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 11 a.m. Free. Info: 914-273-
3887 or www.northcastlelibrary.org.

Play-Reading Group. Participants will 
take turns reading from “Doubt” by John 
Patrick Shanley. Mount Pleasant Public 
Library, 350 Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 1 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-769-0548. 

Introduction to Computer and 
Internet. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 2 to 
2:45 p.m. Free. Registration required. Info 
and registration: 914-273-3887.

Colorful Tuesdays. Dispel winter gloom. 
Today’s color is red. For children three to 
five years old. Chappaqua Public Library, 
195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 4 p.m. 
Free. Also Feb. 25. Registration required. 
Info and registration: 914-238-4779.

continued from previous page

A nationwide poll of high 
net worth investors shows that 
many in the tri-state metro 
area are confident about the 
future of the region and their 
personal finances, but also 
leery of stock market volatility. 

Recent market fluctuations 
appear to validate the concerns 
shown by those surveyed, and 
also should highlight other 
issues of interest.

The just released poll reveals that 84 
percent of respondents believe their 
financial status will be “better” or “the 
same” by the end of this year, with 83 
percent confident about the status of 
the  metro area economies. Slightly 
fewer numbers are confident of the 
state, global and national economies.

But all of that confidence and 
optimism comes within the context of 
concerns over possible disruptions. The 
specter of increased foreign conflict 
tops the list, and respondents also 

showed concern over the 
federal budget deficit and 
the trade deficit. 

Nearly three-quarters said 
they were concerned about 
stock market volatility.

That last concern is 
emerging as the most 
imminent with market 
fluctuations occurring 
on a near-daily basis. For 
instance, the New York 

Stock Exchange composite index fell 
nearly 100 points on Jan. 23, followed 
by a 235-point drop on Jan. 24 and 
another loss of 53 
points on Jan. 27.

By Jan. 28, the 
sell-off leveled 
and the market 
regained some of 
what it lost in the 
previous week. 
The Dow Jones experienced similar 
drops in the third week of January but 

then gained back more than 90 points 
on Jan. 28. But that is the point: the 
market is volatile but the direction it 
takes on any given day appears to be 
linked to whichever market analyst has 
the most followers.

Volatility in the market is not 
necessarily a bad thing. Short sales, 
profit taking and other investment 
strategies all can be applied to a dynamic 
portfolio with positive results. But the 
key is having the type of portfolio where 
investments can be properly managed 
in a volatile market atmosphere.

Obviously, those investors who have 
been successful 
in managing 
their assets over 
long periods 
have a good 
understanding 
of where their 
money should be, 

when and for how long. Thus the trends 
of the most successful investors could 

provide a good blueprint for other 
investors.

Among the investment sectors in 
which respondents showed confidence 
are technology, energy, bio-technology, 
pharmaceuticals and, especially in the 
tri-state area, healthcare. Sectors that 
were out of favor with tri-state investors 
included aerospace, insurance and 
tourism. 

All told, the area’s high-end investors 
seem to have done us all a good turn, 
showing where we can have confidence 
and where we should use caution. The 
concern shown over stock market 
volatility already is proving to be 
accurate; there is every reason to believe 
other areas of concern and support will 
bear out as well.

Kevin Peters is a managing director 
and financial adviser with Morgan 
Stanley Wealth Management in 
Purchase. He can be reached at 914-
225-8451.

High-end Investors Voice Concern Over Volatile Stock Market

The Prudent 
Portfolio

The information contained in this column is not a solicitation to purchase or sell investments. Any information presented is general in nature and not intended to provide individually 
tailored investment advice. The strategies and/or investments referenced may not be suitable for all investors as the appropriateness of a particular investment or strategy will depend 
on an investor’s individual circumstances and objectives. The views expressed herein are those of the author and may not necessarily reflect the views of Morgan Stanley Wealth 
Management, or its affiliates Morgan Stanley Smith Barney, LLC, Member SIPC. The information contained in this column is not a solicitation to purchase or sell investments. Any 
information presented is general in nature and not intended to provide individually tailored investment advice. The strategies and/or investments referenced may not be suitable for all 
investors as the appropriateness of a particular investment or strategy will depend on an investor’s individual circumstances and objectives. The views expressed herein are those of the 
author and may not necessarily reflect the views of Morgan Stanley Wealth Management, or its affiliates Morgan Stanley Smith Barney, LLC, Member SIPC.

By Kevin Peters
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EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 020414

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR

AUCTIONS
Buy or sell at AARauctions.com. Con-
tents of homes, businesses, vehicles and 
real estate. Bid NOW! AARauctions.com 
Lights, Camera, Auction. No longer the 
best kept secret.

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

CLASSIC CARS WANTED
Classic Cars Wanted!! 1950-1960 Cadil-
lacs. Especially 1959ís & any convertibles. 
Will consider Buicks, Chevrolets & other 
makes & models. (Finders fee paid) †Call/
Text Steve @ 315- 863- 1600 or Email:
eldo1959@live.com

DIVORCE
DIVORCE $349 - Uncontested divorce 
papers prepared. Includes poor person 
application/waives government fees, if ap-
proved. One signature required. Separa-
tion agreements available. Make Divorce
Easy - 518-274-0380.

EVENTS
Woodstock School of Art- CALL FOR 
ENTRIES for a juried exhibit, "THE 
PRINT SHOW" $2,000 in awards! Dead-
line: March 1st. Download prospectus, 
www.woodstockschoolofart.org OR 845-
679-2388.

HEALTH & BEAUTY
VIAGRA 100MG, 40 pills+/4 free, only 
$99.00. Save Big Now, Discreet ship-

ping. VIAGRA 100MG, 40 pills+/4 free,  
$99.00. Save Big Now, Discreet shipping. 
1-800-491-9065 Today!

HELP WANTED
ARMONK, NY RESTAURANT TEAM: 
Work for the best guy ever! Excellent 
opportunity/full time jobs in a new res-
taurant located in Armonk, NY. If you 
know how to CHOP A SALAD, make 
wraps, serve great soups and be AMAZ-
ING WITH CUSTOMERS, I want to 
meet YOU. Bring your prep, line, cook-
ing & customer service experience! We 
will be a great team. Let’s learn from each 
other! EMAIL YOUR RESUME or list of 
restaurant experience: bowlssalad@aol. 
com Don’t wait!!! BE ON MY TEAM! 

HAIR DRESSER with some following to 
join our team. Yorktown Hts. 914-220-
2308. 

BUS DRIVER & OVERNIGHT SUPER-
VISOR: Weekdays or weekends for emer-
gency homeless shelter in the Northern 
Westchester area. Available immediately. 
9 PM to 7 AM. $13.00/hour. Speak English 
and Spanish. Class C bus drivers license. 
Resume to Emergency Shelter Partner-
ship, PO Box 427, Mount Kisco, NY 
10549 or email info@emergencyshelter-
partnership.org 
 
LIFEGUARD FDR STATE PARK IN 
YORKTOWN is now accepting applica-
tions for summer lifeguards. Must have 
current certifications in Red Cross Water-
front Lifeguard, FA, CPR, AED, must pass 
the NY State Parks LG Exam. Must be at 
least 16 years old & able to work full/part-
time. $15.48/hr. Apply in person. 

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here! Get 
FAA approved Aviation Maintenance 
Technician training. Financial  aid for 
qualified students Housing available. Job 
placement assistance. Call AIM 866-296-
7093

AIRLINES ARE HIRING Train for hands 
on Aviation Career. FAA approved pro-
gram. Financial aid if qualified- Job place-
ment assistance. CALL Aviation Institute 
of Maintenance 866-296-7093

HOME IMPROVEMENT
HAS YOUR BUILDING SHIFTED OR 
SETTLED? Contact Woodford Brothers 
Inc, for straightening,leveling, foundation 
and wood frame repairs at 1-800-OLD-
BARN. www.woodfordbros.com. "Not ap-
plicable in Queens county"

LAND
NYS LAND FOR SALE 8.6 Acres/$19,995 
With Financing! Beautiful Ridge Top Ma-
ple Forests With Evergreens, Wild Apple 
Trees, Babbling Brook & Major Deer 
Trails. Easy Access Off Rt 13. Minutes To

Salmon River Fishing & State Game 
Lands. Call Now: 1-800-229-7843 or 
email info@landandcamps.com

LAND FOR SALE
LITTLE FALLS NY AREA- 59.9 acres, 
field, woods, views 1,009 ft on NYS rt5 
$59,000. 17.9 acres fields, woods, views 
$34,000 Owner financing www.helderber-
grealty.com CALL: 518-861-6541

LAND WANTED
ABANDONED FARM 5 acres- State 
Land -$16,900 6 acres- Farmhouse - 
$99,900 Gorgeous So. Tier, NY hilltop 
location! Fields, woods, stream, pond, 
30mile views! EZ owner terms! (888) 905-
8847 newyorklandandlakes.com

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4897.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship. FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

OUT OF STATE REAL ESTATE
Sebastian, Florida Affordable custom 

factory constructed homes $45,900+, 
Friendly community, No Real Estate or 
State Income Taxes ,minutes to† Atlantic 
Ocean. 772-581-0080, www.beach-cove.
com. Limited seasonal rentals

WANTED
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry, 
books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports cards, 
etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT
914-654-1683

Call today for all your septic design, service and installation needs!
973.764.6100 973.875.6002

800.428.6166t y ] e

NEIGHBORS! SCHEDULE SAME DAY SERVICE & RECEIVE SPECIAL SAVINGS!

Fast and Dependable Same Day Service!

SEPTIC SERVICE

IT’S TIME TO PUMP YOUR
SEPTIC TANK!

$20.00
OFF

Must Present Coupon On Day Of Service • Not to be combined with any other offer.

Call today for all your septic pumping,
 inspection, and installation needs!

t y ] e

$20 off             Your next  
septic pumping
*not to be combined with any other offer

EarthCarE SEPtIC SErVICE

Call today for all your septic design, service and installation needs!
973.764.6100 973.875.6002

800.428.6166t y ] e

NEIGHBORS! SCHEDULE SAME DAY SERVICE & RECEIVE SPECIAL SAVINGS!

Fast and Dependable Same Day Service!

SEPTIC SERVICE

IT’S TIME TO PUMP YOUR
SEPTIC TANK!

$20.00
OFF

Must Present Coupon On Day Of Service • Not to be combined with any other offer.

Available 24/7  
year round

800.428.6166 • www.earthcare.us

HVR32

Looking for 50 Homeowners 
to Qualify for a FREE 
Home Solar System

The U.S. Government and State of New York have financial 
incentives that provide homeowners the opportunity to 
replace your electric provider with solar power.

845-694-3536

Own Your Own Home
Have a Southernly-Facing Roof
Little to No Shading
Credit Score of 680
Pay an Electric Bill

Roof Diagnostics Solar is now qualifying 50 homes for a FREE home 
solar system.  Call 845-694-3536 to see if your home qualifies!

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878
or e-mail classifieds

@theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication
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The concept 
of unintended 
consequences has 
always fascinated 
me. As modern 
man has sought 
to improve lives 
– medically, 
economically and 
technologically 
– unforeseen 

outcomes have affected our lives as 
dramatically as the original intended 
results. 

Examples abound, and seem to be 
increasing.

1. Banning DDT in the 1970s. Its 
widespread use in agriculture assuredly 
saved many lives, but in undeveloped 
countries the cessation of spraying 
mosquito-infested 
wetlands with this 
carcinogenic product 
caused an increase in the 
mosquito population and 
the unanticipated and 
unintended deaths of 
millions infected with fatal 
malaria.

2. The advance of technology. This still 
unfolding story may have the greatest 
unintended consequences in the history of 
mankind. Just 30 years ago our interaction 
with each other was primarily visual and 

auditory. Today, across the globe we’re 
evolving into beings that communicate via 
smartphone keyboards and touch screens. 

We’re increasingly becoming slaves to 
smartphone “pings.” They are affecting our 
psyches and raising stress levels, as in our 
every waking moment we are addicted to 
reacting to the latest email, text message 
and tweet or consumed in downloading 
the latest apps.

Our minds are becoming like Pablum 
as we no longer rely on our sensory 
perception of the world – there’s an app for 
that. Certainly the increase in productivity 
over these last 30 years has been significant, 
but I wonder what consequences lie ahead 
as we increase our use of and reliance on 
technology.  

3. The new French 
paradox. A number of 
French winemakers 
adhere to organic grape-
growing techniques, 
eschewing the marvels 
-- and shortcomings – 
of manmade chemical 
fertilizers, fungicides 

and pesticides. Organic winemaking 
has grown significantly over the last 
decade, with popular support for the 
health of vineyards, global farmlands, the 
atmosphere and wine consumers.

The French government has decided 
that these organic practices are having an 
unintended consequence on French wines.  

The background: The French 
government has set a goal to reduce the 
use of pesticides by 50 percent by 2018. For 
good reason. A recent French laboratory 
test of 92 bottles of wine found small (non 
lethal) traces of pesticides in all 92 bottles, 
a number of which were organically 
produced. Another unrelated laboratory 
test of 300 bottles found pesticides in over 
90 percent of them. 

This startling result for organic wines 
may be attributable to shifting winds 
that carry air-borne pesticides from non-
organic vineyards to those sustained 
organically and higher than normal rains 
that carry atmospheric-trapped pesticides 
across a wide swath of vineyards in recent 
years. Also startling was the finding of 
trace amounts of two illegal chemicals.  

The unintended consequence: 
decreasing the use of pesticides resulted 
in the growth of the population of a leaf-
hopping insect capable of carrying a 
disease that can destroy entire grape crops. 

But that’s not the only consequence. 
How has the French government 

responded to this devastating threat? How 
is the French government compensating 
for the unintended consequence caused by 

the proliferation of the leaf-hopper insect? 
A simple, yet paradoxical, solution: it is 
forcing grape growers to spray pesticides 
to control the leaf-hopper--even the 
organic farmers. The consequences for 
noncompliance are substantial: a fine of 
$40,000 and six months in jail. 

At least one organic farmer in Burgundy 
currently faces prosecution. This organic 
and biodynamic farmer, Emmanuel 
Giboulot, has steadfastly avoided the use of 
chemicals in his vineyards. Evidence of his 
diligence is self-evident. His vineyard has 
not suffered from the debilitating disease 
carried by the leaf-hopper insect, yet he 
now faces prosecution for his practices.

Yes, unintended consequences occur 
in a number of unusual ways. The French 
government has topped them by self-
creating new unintended consequences in 
an attempt to address previous self-created 
unintended consequences. Another 
example of a well-intentioned bureaucracy 
ultimately making matters worse. 

Nick Antonaccio is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years 
he has conducted wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

Unintended Consequences Rears its Ugly Head Again

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

By Nick Antonaccio

‘The new French paradox’

SAT • FEB 15, 2014 thru MON • FEB 17, 2014

©2014 • GRAPHICS 2000 • LAS VEGAS, NV

Mon-Fri: 9 am - 5 pm • Sat: 9 am - 4pm

$32.00

$25.00

10:00 AM, 2:00 & 6:00 PM ★ EACH DAY

YOUR
FAMILY

ENTERTAINMENT

TRADITION!

YOUR
FAMILY

ENTERTAINMENT

TRADITION!

BIGGER
& BETTER

THAN EVER

TICKET PRICE INCLUDES $2.50 FACILITY FEE

12 N. Division Street • Peekskill, NY 10566 • 914-737-6624 

Valentine’s Day Friday, Feb 14
5:30 / 6:00 Seating  

FREE glass of Prosecco with dinner entrée
8:00 / 8:30 Seating 

Dinner & Live Music with Soul/RB singer Edlene Hart
Saturday, Feb 15 

Rob Wallis & the Rhythm Method
with the velvet voice of Curtis Winchester

Reservations: 914-737-6624 – Info: 12grapes.com

Choose a quiet Dinner or “Dinner & Show”
Either way, your Valentine will love you for it.

Westchester Magazine’s “Best Place for a Date Night” & “Best Live Music Spot” 
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The Katonah Studio Jazz Band 
returns to its Mount Kisco home base, 
Via Vanti! this Saturday, Feb. 8 at 9 
p.m., with band regulars keyboardist 
Robert Kessler, saxophonist R.J. 
Marx, drummer Jack Falco and 
featured special guest, bass player Bill 
McCrossen. 

For the past two decades McCrossen 
has been one of the most in-demand 
bass players on the New York scene. 
Equally at home on both the double 
bass (upright) and electric bass guitar, 
McCrossen has performed with, and 
recorded for, numerous local artists 
including such jazz guitar luminaries 
as Gene Bertoncini, Jack Wilkens, 
Jimmy Bruno, Ron Affif, Mark Marino 
and Steve Salerno orchestras.

Founded in 2005 by, Kessler, a 
Grammy-award winning composer, 
audio producer and pianist and Marx, 
a saxophonist, the Katonah Studio 
Jazz Band received its name from the 
rehearsal space at Kessler’s Katonah 
studio. Kessler has recorded, mixed 
and mastered several independent 

classical, folk and jazz albums 
including Playscape Recordings’ “The 

Three B’s (Bill Evans, Bud Powell and 
Beethoven)” and “From Sorry Free” 

and “Hoping It Might Be So” by the 
vocal ensemble Charis. 

Marx trained with Chicago tenor 
icon Fred Anderson and attended 
Berklee College of Music before 
launching a career in journalism. He 
returned to gigging in 2001, studying 
with pianist Pete Malinverni and 
saxophonist Ralph Lalama. 

Falco studied jazz at the University 
of Miami with the immortal Tony 
William. Falco has a diverse musical 
background including playing with 
the Miami Symphony Orchestra 
and Circus Vargas. He is currently a 
member of the Long Island reggae 
band “The Soul Junkies.”

Via Vanti! is owned by proprietor 
Carla Gambescia and celebrated its 
fifth anniversary in September. A full 
menu is available and reservations are 
strongly suggested for the evening. 

ViaVanti! is located at the Mount 
Kisco train station at 2 Kirby Plaza. 
For more information, call 914-666-
6400 or visit www.viavanti.com or 
katonahstudiojazzband.com.

Katonah Studio Jazz Band Headlines at Via Vanti!

Left to right, R.J. Marx, Robert Kessler and Jack Falco of  the Katonah Studio Jazz Band are 
appearing at Via Vanti! in Mount Kisco this Saturday, Feb. 8.

By Jon Craig
Choreographer Peter Pucci was 

recently appointed artistic director of the 
Steffi Nossen Dance Foundation.

Pucci, an artist in residence at 
Manhattanville College in Purchase and 
also a guest artist at the Juilliard School of 
Drama, took over the position last month.

“With Peter at the helm, we expect our 
students to gain remarkable exposure to 
the contemporary dance world and to 
grow exponentially as artists,” said Steffi 
Nossen Executive Director Kaylen Ratto 
Giannini. “In addition to our stellar 
faculty, Steffi dancers continue to have the 
most qualified and passionate instructors 
in all of Westchester County.”

Pucci, a 20-year Mount Kisco resident, 
brings four decades of award-winning 
international 
experience 
as a dancer, 
choreographer 
and teacher to his 
new role. He will 
begin his tenure 
as producer of 
the foundation’s 
annual 
Community and 
Benefit Concert 
on March 27-29 at 
SUNY Purchase 
Performing 
Arts Center. 
Pucci currently 
is preparing a 

new work for the Steffi Nossen Dance 
Company to be premiered on the 
program. 

“For me it’s an opportunity to work 
with a lot of wonderful teachers,” said 
Pucci who has participated in previous 
Steffi Nossen workshops.

Steffi Nossen School of Dance’s core 
curriculum focuses on traditional 
techniques, taught at the school for more 
than 75 years, making it one of the finest 
modern dance schools in the nation, 
Pucci said.

Pucci received a BFA in modern 
dance from the North Carolina School 
of the Arts. He was a principal dancer, 
choreographer and rehearsal director 
with Pilobolus Dance Theatre for nine 
years and toured internationally before 

forming his own 
company, Peter 
Pucci Plus Dancers. 
The company 
has performed 
extensively, including 
six seasons at New 
York’s Joyce Theater. 

Pucci has also 
created works for 
many of the top ballet 
companies including 
Joffrey Ballet and 
the Dance Theater of 
Harlem. He works as a 
movement director for 
theater productions 
regionally and 

in New York City,  including recent 
productions at New York’s Roundabout 
Theatre Company, Washington, D.C.’s 
Shakespeare Theatre Company and the 
Big Apple Circus. 

Most recently, Pucci was commissioned 
to create the choreography for “Dream 
On By,” with music by Paul Simon, for the 
State Street Ballet in California. Among 
his many choreography awards are a 
Special Drama Desk Award for work in 
Horton Foote’s “Orphan’s Home Cycle,” 

Lucille Lortel Award for Outstanding 
Choreographer for “Queens Boulevard 
(the musical)“ and ArtsWestchester Artist 
of the Year.

Pucci will oversee the artistic vision of 
the foundation, choreography showcase, 
benefit and community concerts, guest 
artist series and master class programs. 

“I look forward to sharing all the 
experience and knowledge that I’ve gained 
through my work with professional dance 
and theater companies and to join my 
experience with that of the (foundation’s) 
visionary history and incredible faculty, 
staff, students and community,” he said.

Pucci said in his prior with Steffi Nossen 
dancers he’d “always admired the level of 
commitment, integrity and tradition that 
the school embodies.” 

“My goal is to increase our level of 
excellence, to implement professional 
protocols, to broaden our student base, to 
add appropriate repertory and to support 
in every way what I feel is one of the very 
best dance schools in the country,” Pucci 
said.

The Steffi Nossen Dance Foundation, 
formerly the Dance in Education Fund, 
is a 77-year-old nonprofit dance advocacy 
and community outreach organization 
that helps to foster the arts in Westchester. 
The foundation helps support dance 
education and performances to be 
available to broad and diverse populations. 

For more details, call 914-328-1900 
or visit www.pucciplus.com or www.
steffinossen.org or call 914-328-1900.

Acclaimed Mt. Kisco Choreographer New Steffi Nossen Artistic Director

Choreographer Peter Pucci recently joined the 
staff  at Steffi Nossen Dance Foundation.
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By Skip Pearlman
Joe Rocco came up with a goal and 

added a pair of assists Friday night to 
lead the Byram Hills ice hockey team 
to a 3-0 shutout win over Fox Lane in 
the Rt. 22 Rumble for the Ribbon game 
– a fundraiser for the American Cancer 
Society.

At the Brewster Ice Arena, Alex 
Mykytiuk put the Bobcats (7-8-1, 2-3) 
on top, beating Fox Lane goalkeeper 
Abbie Ives with a minute remaining in 
the opening period, finishing a pass 
from Rob Lunder.

Rocco found the back of the net with 
12:33 left in the second, off a feed from 
Rob Grande, and Zach Rigano closed out 
the scoring with 1:12 left in the second, 
assisted by Mykytiuk and Rocco.

Ives finished with 14 saves in net for 
Fox Lane (2-12, 1-3). Josh Sirota had 18 
stops for Byram Hills in 44 minutes, and 
Andrei Isichenko had three saves in the 
final minute.

“They are a pretty decent team, they 
beat us all three times we’ve played 
them,” Fox Lane coach Scott Miele 
said. “That was the biggest crowd we’ve 
played in front of yet, and I thought in 
the second and third periods we played 
better. We got in their zone a bit, created 
opportunities, but we didn’t get enough 
shots on goal. They did a great job 
bringing the puck back…they’re fast and 
they have a lot of kids who can carry the 
puck.”

Miele said Ives has kept the team in 
games all season. 

“Abbie played amazing,” the coach 
said. “She keeps us in games, she’s been 
great. Joe Fetter played a great game, 
he did some very nice penalty killing. 
Joe Ramirez, a freshman, really held it 
together and did everything we asked 
of him…he had a nice game. And Mat 

Leader, a freshman forward, he came 
back from a wrist injury and has been 
playing with confidence, playing well.”

Byram Hills coach A.J. Cloherty 
said the game was big for the ‘Cats for 
number of reasons – the biggest being 
that the win clinched a playoff spot for 
the team.

“We played extremely well, from start 
to finish,” Cloherty said. “The guys were 
excited – it was our first trophy, the first 
time we’ve swept all three games from 
a team, our first shutout, and we also 
clinched a spot in sectionals. That speaks 
about the character of our players, their 
perseverance…We lost nine or 10 players 

from last year’s team, so for us to come 
back was big. The guys have been great, 
they have a great work ethic, and we get 
great leadership from our seniors.”

Cloherty saw several solid 
performances in the win.

“Rocco, a sophomore, had a great 
game for us,” the coach said. “Grande, 
our captain, also had a great game – he 
dictated the play when he was on the ice, 
and he gave us a big assist. Mykytiuk was 
great, and Rigano had the third goal that 
really shut the door on them. All four 
had an incredible game.”

Byram Hills was scheduled to take on 
Sleepy Hollow/Irvington Friday at 9:30 

p.m. at the Westchester Skating Academy. 
The Foxes face Brewster Tuesday at the 
Brewster Ice Arena at 4 p.m.

Bobcats Blank Fox Lane, 3-0; Clinch Playoff Spot
ExaminerSports

Alex Mykytiuk of  Byram Hills celebrates his goal  
in what turned out to be a 3-0 win Friday night 
against Fox Lane.  

Byram Hills keeper Josh Sirota and Kevin McNamara (3) make Fox Lane’s Mathew Stewart (21) feel 
unwelcome in the crease Friday night.
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Mathew Stewart of  Fox Lane, center, and Joe Fetter (13) bring puck across center ice against Byram 
Hills.

Rob Lunder of  Byram Hills moves puck in win over 
Fox Lane.

Mathew Leader of  Fox Lane (4) pulls puck out of  
corner Friday in loss to Byram Hills.

Advertise in 
The Examiner. 
Call 864-0878 today!

get 
NOTICED!

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS
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Due to a technical problem, coverage  of Tuesday’s 
Briarcliff versus Pleasantville and Friday’s Greeley 

versus Byram Hills boys basketball as well as 
Thursday’s Pleasantville wrestling and Valhalla girls 

basketball will appear in next week’s issue. 

30

Tennis Awards for 
Saw Mill Club

Enroll Now for Winter Programs
• College Planning
· SAT/ACT Prep
· Experienced Tutors and 
  Advisors
· All Subjects/All Grades
· Flexible Scheduling – 7 days

273-2353
475 MAIN STREET • ARMONK, NY 10504

collegeplanningofwestchester.com 

• College Planning
· SAT/ACT Prep
· Experienced Tutors and 
  Advisors
· All Subjects/All Grades
· Flexible Scheduling – 7 days

The Saw Mill Club was recognized at the Jan. 25 USTA Eastern Awards Dinner as the 2013 
Member Organization of  the Year for its outstanding adult and junior programming, including 
the Edge High Performance Academy, and hosting events such as TennisFest and the College 
Showcase. It also hosted many USTA tournaments and leagues. Pictured are, left, Saw Mill 
Club’s vice president and general manager Kevin Kane and Tennis Director Bob Bull. Carol 
Levine, right, won the Louise Cilla Award for outstanding performance in senior tennis and her 
contribution to the sport.

Note to Readers

TRAINED TO SUCCEED WWW.GETTOTHEGYM.COM

YOUR FITNESS.
OUR FOCUS.

Get in with a limited-time Membership Savings
through February 26th

Never been to THE GYM? 
Grab a friend and come enjoy a 

Complimentary Three-Day Membership* by February 24th!

Please contact a Membership Advisor at:

THE GYM of Armonk
99 Business Park Dr., Armonk, NY

(866) 846-0995

*Local residents, 18 years or older who are first time guests. Photo ID required. Certain restrictions apply.
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By Jake Elman
Christmas may have been well over a 

month ago, but Jolly Saint Nick made an 
appearance at Fox Lane on Friday.

The hot hand of Nick Bonura, as well as 
clutch shots by James Morales and Matt 
Redhead, secured yet another victory for 
the Fox Lane Foxes. The win came after an 
emotional ceremony on Senior Night, where 
the school honored the Fox Lane basketball 
team members set to graduate in June. 

Therefore, it was fitting that the 12th-
graders led the way in the Foxes’ 54-42 win 
over Rye despite missing starter Will Paul 
due to injury.

As has become the norm this year, the 
combination of Morales and Bonura has 
resulted in success for Fox Lane, who are 
primed to have a top seed in this year’s 
playoffs after improving their record to 14-
1. Each reached double digits in points on 
the night, and while the overall mood that 
radiated in the gym after the game seemed 
to be one of joy, not everyone was entirely 
pleased. 

“I’m not happy with how we played,” 
Coach Christopher Violante admitted after 
his team’s victory. “This is the second game 
in a row where we’ve struggled covering and 
making shots, and it nearly killed us in the 
third quarter tonight.”

Violante was right. The third quarter on 
Friday night was arguably Fox Lane’s worst 
of the season as they were outscored 12-7. 

Calling it sloppy on both ends might have 
been an understatement. Shots were missed 
and easy rebounds were lost but Fox Lane 
was fortunate enough to still be up by four 
heading to the final quarter.

The subpar third quarter came after the 
Foxes entered the second half up 27-18. 
Luckily for the fans in attendance, the Foxes’ 
third quarter didn’t destroy the team’s morale 
for the fourth, as they outscored Rye 20-12 
en route to victory. The team was bolstered 
yet again by the boisterous Fox Lane student 
section. Chants of “Who’s your daddy” and 
“You can’t do that” seemed to throw off the 
Garnets. Their coach, Christopher DiCintio, 
appeared frustrated at the play of his team 
and the hostile atmosphere the student 
section generated. 

Senior Night Festivities
The game was preceded by a 15-minute 

ceremony that paid tribute to the seniors 
who will graduate at the end of the school 
year. It wasn’t just the upper classmen on 
the team that were honored, so too were the 
seniors on Fox Lane’s cheerleading squad 
and dance team in an emotional ceremony 
where they were escorted by their parents, 
guardians, and in some cases, siblings. 

“It was a pleasure to be a part of Senior 
Night with my brother and his teammates,” 
said Alex Bonura, older brother of Nick 
Bonura. “We are all real close friends and to 
be a part of that with them was really special. 
They are like a second family to me.”

Violante enjoyed the ceremony as well, 
saying after the game that he was happy to 
coach “such great kids.” 

One of the most touching moments 
was when Fox Lane reserve guard Michael 
Corry instructed each of the younger players 
on the team to leave the bench during the 
ceremony. That way, the only players who 

were still seated were the 11 seniors.
Despite the hoopla before the game and 

another win, Violante was all business.
“Tuesday, we’re playing Ossining, and we 

beat them last time,” he said. “We made a 
lot of mistakes that game, however. For us 
to win, we can’t make those mistakes again.” 

Foxes Overcome Shaky Third Quarter, Cruise Past Rye on Senior Night

Fox Lane Head Coach Christopher Violante exhorts his players during a break in the action in last Friday’s 
game against Rye.

JA
KE

 E
LM

AN
 P

HO
TO



February 4 - February 10, 2014 The Examiner32


