
By Neal Rentz
The drugged driving trial of Kerry 

Kennedy began in Westchester County 
Court in White Plains Monday with the 
prosecution and defense agreeing that 
Kennedy had been driving in North Castle 
under the influence of a sleeping pill in 
July 2012.

However, while the prosecution argued 
that the daughter of the late Sen. Robert 
F. Kennedy wrongly continued driving 
after she had taken a dose of Ambien, the 
defense contended that she took the pill 
accidentally.

Kennedy, 54, was arrested on July 13, 
2012, after she was involved in an accident 
with a tractor-trailer on I-684. She did not 
stop after the accident and continued to 
drive her damaged car until getting off at 
Exit 3 in Armonk.

“This case is about a mistake, plain and 
simple,” defense attorney Gerald Lefcourt 
said in his opening statement at the trial, 
which featured appearances by Kennedy’s 
mother, Ethel, and brothers Robert F. 
Kennedy, Jr. and Douglas Kennedy.

By Janine Bowen
Christopher Day, the son of 

Rockland County Executive 
Ed Day, announced Sunday 
that he will run against Rep. 
Nita Lowey for the 17th 
Congressional District seat 
this fall

Day, 29, a New City 
resident, is planning to earn 
the Republican nomination. 
He said he believes he can 
bring new vigor to the 
district, which includes 
portions of Westchester and 
Rockland counties. Lowey 
was first elected in 1988.  

”I care about the issues and challenges 
that we face on a day-to-day basis, 

and we currently have a 
congresswoman who is 
failing to address those 
issues, focusing instead 
on partisan politics and 
prolonging her political 
career--in large part because 
she herself doesn’t have to 
face those very issues,” he 
said Monday in an email 
interview. “Faced with a 
government that is failing 
us, I felt the call to step up 
to serve my community, 
as I have in the past, and 
provide that representation 
we are lacking.”

Day said he plans to focus on several 
topics that have proven to be hot-button 

By Neal Rentz
Rob Astorino barely had time to enjoy 

his resounding re-election as Westchester 
County executive in November when 
speculation almost immediately began to 
swirl about the Republican’s potential run 
for governor.

That decision will apparently be 
announced as soon as the end of this week.

Bill O’Reilly, a campaign spokesman for 
Astorino, said a decision could be made by 
Friday about whether the county executive 
plans to take on Gov. Andrew Cuomo, a 
fellow Westchester resident.

“The best possible scenario for 
Westchester taxpayers would be County 
Executive Astorino running for governor 
while continuing his reform work in the 
county,” O’Reilly said. “The key drivers 
of runaway taxes and a stagnant state 
economy are in Albany and the county 
executive is pounding away at them every 
day. In short, a vacuum is sucking money 

out of Westchester, its school districts and 
municipalities, and its plug is in Albany. 
That plug needs to be pulled, and Andrew 

Cuomo isn’t pulling it.”
It’s been no secret that 

Astorino, 46, has been 
mulling a gubernatorial 
run. State Republicans 
began courting him 
soon after he won a 
second term, he told The 
Examiner following his 
inauguration ceremony 
Jan. 1. 

The county executive 
has a long record in 
public service in Mount 
Pleasant. The Hawthorne 
resident and Westlake 
High School graduate 
was elected to the 
Mount Pleasant Board of 
Education as a 21-year-

old college student at Fordham University. 
He also served for 12 years as a town 
councilman. 

Prior to being elected to the Westchester 
County Board of Legislators in 2003, he 
began an extensive career in broadcasting, 
including stints with WFAS, ESPN Radio 
and MSG Network. He also hosted a 
program on Sirius satellite radio with New 
York Archbishop Cardinal Edward Egan.

On New Year’s Day, Astorino said 
Cuomo has a record “that’s not worthy of 
re-election.”

“It’s something I have to consider because 
maybe you get this shot once,” Astorino 
said. “But I feel very, very strongly about 
the direction this state is going in, and it’s 
not the right one and that concerns me.”

O’Reilly said Astorino realizes he faces a 
fundraising disadvantage. 

“He knows that he cannot match 
Gov. Cuomo dollar for dollar, but he is 
confident he can raise enough money to 
win,” O’Reilly said. “He raised $7 million 
in his re-election race and has more than 
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Kerry Kennedy, left, leaves court on Monday 
during the opening day of  her driving while ability 
impaired trial.

Astorino Expected to Announce Decision Soon on Governor’s Run

County Executive Rob Astorino, shown here at his New Year’s 
inauguration, could announce his run for governor in the coming days.

Christopher Day plans to 
challenge Rep. Nita Lowey 
in the 17th Congressional 
District race later this year.

Son of Rockland County Exec 
Announces House Bid Against Lowey
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$1 million on hand today.” 
Mount Pleasant Supervisor Joan 

Maybury, who served with Astorino until 
he left the town board to take his seat on 
the Board of Legislators in January 2004, 
said Astorino was always very involved, 
whether on committees or the board of 
education, before being elected to the 
town board. Another asset was his ability 
to reach consensus.

As a councilman, Astorino was always 
well versed on the issues, Maybury recalled. 

“He was extremely diligent,” she said. 
Mount Pleasant Councilman Carl 

Fulgenzi said he had fond memories 
of working with Astorino in town 
government and would be a solid choice 
for governor.

“He was always a professional, dedicated 
to what was best for Mount Pleasant,” 
Fulgenzi said. “I always found him easy 
to discuss issues with, even if we did not 
always agree on the topic. He worked well 
with other board members.”

While his former town board colleagues 
support an Astorino run for governor, 
County Legislator Peter Harckham 
(D-North Salem) said the county 
executive should instead focus on county 
government.

When he ran for re-election last year, 
Harckham said, Astorino promised to deal 

with county issues for another four years, 
but he cannot fulfill that pledge if he runs 
for state office.

“We have enormous challenges,” he said. 
“The challenges call for a full-time county 
executive.”

Harckham chided Astorino for the 
county’s lower bond rating and the loss 
of federal aid for failing to fulfill terms of 
the county’s affordable housing settlement 
with the federal government.

Harckham said Cuomo, who lives in 

New Castle, deserves a second term.  
“The governor is doing a terrific job,” 

Harckham said. “He’s cut taxes. He’s 
created jobs.”

Son of Rockland County Exec Announces House Bid Against Lowey

issues for local residents, including the 
separation of federal education funding 
from the Common Core Standards. 
Day said control of education must 
be returned to parents and teachers, 
something that many local school 
officials have been calling for.

He also said that he would push for 
“true reform” of Obamacare after he 
experienced problems  when his fiancé 
faced a coverage gap due to the botched 
implementation. 

Day intends to fight against the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) and its attempts to 
interfere with local zoning. 

The challenger is a Yale graduate 
who earned an MBA from Columbia 
Business School. He currently works as 
the vice president for the Israel-focused 
investment firm Selway Capital. 

Day said his efforts as campaign 
manager for his father helped to 

familiarize himself with the issues 
that most residents view as important. 
However, he doesn’t believe his father’s 
recent political success will give him an 
advantage. The elder Day won election 
to his first term as Rockland County 
executive in November.

“By managing his campaign I was able 
to get involved on many key issues and 
with many community groups within 
Rockland County and I got to speak to 
many voters on all sides of every issue to 
see what they really care about,” Day said. 
“That experience was invaluable, but 
in the end I fully expect that the voters 
will judge me on my own qualifications 
and not my name, and I am happy to put 
those qualifications forward.”

Day served with the Army in Iran 
and Afghanistan and was awarded The 
Bronze Star. His standing as a local 
family man with the same day-to-day 
concerns as many voters will help him  
bring the needs of the district’s residents 
to Washington, he said.

However, Day will have to overcome 
a sizable Democratic registration 
advantage. He said local voters would be 
willing to cross party lines if they believe 
in his platform and qualifications. 

“[The voters] generally prefer to judge 
the individual over participating in 
traditional partisan politics,” Day said. 
“To that end, I will continue to speak to 
all corners of this district, regardless of 
race, creed, or political affiliation, and 
not only introduce smart, free market 
solutions to issues like income inequality, 
economic upward mobility and women’s 
rights, but will continue to work with 
activists and communities to assist with 
any day-to-day challenges they face.”

Currently, Day said he was not aware 
of any other Republican candidates 
interested in running for the seat. 

Lowey’s campaign office was contacted 
for comment on Monday but did not 
return phone calls. In January she told 
The Examiner she would run for re-
election.

Astorino Expected to Announce Decision Soon on Governor’s Run
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part of the village as long as the agreed 
upon conditions are met. 

“It can be anywhere in the village,” 
Dwyer said. “Commercial area, 
residential area, industrial area provided 
that these underlying conditions are 
met.”

One major change Benchmark has 
made from the design presented more 
than two months ago is the location of 
the facility’s entrance point. The updated 
version has the entrance on Bedford 
Road rather than using Maple Hill Road 
with vehicles cutting through the church 
lot. The latter proposal drew the ire of 
Maple Hill Road residents during an 
informational meeting on the proposal 
in late November.

Scherer said he was happy that 
Benchmark is adjusting its plans after 
hearing the neighbors’ concerns. Close 
to a dozen neighbors attended last 
week’s meeting, with four residents 
speaking following the presentation 
by Benchmark’s representatives. The 
residents were generally skeptical about 
the proposal regarding issues such 
as potential noise, the use and mass 
of the 24,000-square-foot building, 
environmental impacts and the amount 

of buffer between the structure and rest 
of the neighborhood.

“I am certainly pleased thus far with 
the responsiveness of Benchmark in 
terms of the documents they have 
provided that I think will give everyone a 
chance to take a look at it,” Scherer said. 
“But there is a lot to be said down the 
road.”

One of the neighbors who spoke at the 
meeting, Daniel Blaney, said afterward 
that while it was encouraging Benchmark 
addressed the potential traffic problem 
on the residential street, he still has other 
concerns. Blaney questioned whether 
the jobs generated by the facility would 
be for village residents. Also, he was 
concerned if Pleasantville, which relies 
on volunteers for its ambulance and 
fire services, can handle the four-story 
building Benchmark is proposing.

Blaney said he was concerned with 
the property value of the houses in 
the neighborhood if Benchmark does 
develop there.

The board approved motions declaring 
itself lead agency and to refer the 
application to the planning commission.

what Madonna was hoping to do with 
the property, including providing sewers 
for the immediate neighbors, but needed 
to iron out the critical issues that have 
been raised. She said the board wanted 
the project to succeed if it were to move 
forward and that means putting in the time 
to whittle its size to an appropriate level 
before significant money is spent.

“But the density of the project, hearing 
from the town board, they’re feeling like it’s 
a little bit out of the scope of what they’re 
willing to accept,” DiDonato-Roth said.

No alternate number of units was 
mentioned by board members or Director 
of Planning Adam  Kaufman.

In addition to density and traffic issues, 
some residents at previous forums have 
expressed concern that the mass of the 
buildings would appear to be too great. The 
units would be contained in three separate 
structures, although total footprint would 
not exceed that of six private homes, 
Madonna said. Furthermore, the buildings’ 
height would not exceed a house that is 
currently on the grounds that is slated to 
be removed and trees would be planted for 
additional screening.

A date for the work session was not 
announced last week.

New Castle’s Beginnings--Our 
Founding Farms will trace the town’s 
origins from Native American lands 
through the farms of the 19th century, 
to the large estates and housing 
developments that turned New Castle 
into the community we know today. A 
focus on several local farms and their 
products will be featured–Sutton Farm, 
Dodge Farm, Brann Farm, Taylor and 
Annandale Farms, and of course, the 
Greeley Farm.

There will be interactive aspects to this 
exhibit plus a seminar series featuring 
speakers from local farms operating 
today.

Join an opening reception to be held 
on Sunday, March 3 from 3 to 5 p.m. The 
exhibit will run through the year at the 
New Castle Historical Society, 100 King 
St. in  Chappaqua. Hours are Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday from 
1 to 4 p.m. or by appointment at 914-238-
4666.
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By Martin Wilbur
It would be no surprise to learn a 

majority of area residents are weary from 
the snow and cold and eagerly await spring.

That presumed sentiment is certainly felt 
among many area merchants, who with few 
exceptions, would love to turn the page on 
January and February and leave the parade 
of storms and bone-chilling cold behind.

“It’s not a great time of year as it is. It’s 
hard for me,” said Eve Spence, co-owner of 
Auntie Penny, a toy store on King Street in 
Chappaqua, who lost three days earlier this 
month due to storms.

While winter may be a challenging 
season for many retailers no matter the 
weather, this year has done most merchants 
no favors. Aside from losing a few days of 
business by opening late, closing early or 
being unable to make it in altogether, there 
are generally fewer shoppers who venture 
out in the more extreme conditions. Add 
that to many shoppers pulling back on 
their spending after the holidays and you 
have a winter of discontent. 

For communities that can attract more 
of a walk-in crowd, the scene hasn’t been 
quite as dire. Rhoda Gennarelli, owner of 
the boutique Rhodadendron on Wheeler 
Avenue in Pleasantville, said she’s saved by 
the fact that a certain number of shoppers 
will walk by her store going to or from the 
train station. Plus, her corner location at 
Bedford Road gives her greater visibility 

than most merchants.
Still, business hasn’t been what it’s 

supposed to be. As a result, she has used 
all of the tools at her disposal to entice 
shoppers into her store.

“We’re pricing our merchandise 
aggressively to give people an opportunity 
to come in and buy a little something extra 
for themselves, to feel better about the 
weather,” Gennarelli said.

Helping store owners devise strategies 
other than depending on the walk-in 
crowd is something the Chappaqua-
Millwood Chamber of Commerce has 
focused on this winter, said its president 
Nancy Shenker. She said use of social 
media and bolstering the online presence 
of its members can help some merchants 
survive a bleak winter.

On Feb. 12, the evening before the last 
major storm, the chamber hosted a forum 
specifically addressing that topic.

That’s something that Spence has been 
trying to do at Auntie Penny. Although 
the afternoon following  the Feb. 13 storm 
turned into a pleasant but cold afternoon, 
she bemoaned the fact that the downtown 
faced a slow week with the schools closed 
and many residents out of town.

However, Spence has looked to make 
use of technology.

“We’re trying to let people know they 
can call in an order, they can email an 
order, they can text us,” she said. “We try to 

do everything we can to provide service.”
Food stores and restaurants might have 

a bit of an easier time making it through 
the winter, but even those businesses have 
felt the pinch of cold weather. Ian Sanchez, 
manager of BGR The Burger Joint on 
South Moger Avenue in Mount Kisco, said 
business this winter has been comparable 
to last year, even with a few weather-
related closures. But on Feb. 13, Sanchez 
shut down the establishment by 5 p.m. 
because there was no one on the street.

Factoring in a poor two months after the 
holidays is a cost of doing business, he said.

“Usually people, they go out but not as 
much, not as much anymore, especially 

after all the holidays, after Black Friday, 
New Year’s and Christmas,” Sanchez 
said. “Nobody wants to go out and spend 
money.”

Then there are the businesses that should 
relish a bad winter. Louis Bastone, owner 
of Chappaqua Hardware, said business 
has been strong, but the problem has been 
trying to restock the products everyone 
wants--rock salt and calcium. As a result, 
he’s ready for the warmer weather.

“Let’s put it behind us and let’s get into 
spring already,” Bastone said. “It was good 
but now it’s enough already. It’s hard to get 
product. Whatever product is out there is 
too expensive.”

It may look pretty, but when the weather outside is frightful, that can also mean problems for small 
business owners.

Area Merchants Ready for Spring After Winter of Discontent
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By Martin Wilbur
The North Castle Town Board will 

have to wait to hear from Albany later 
this legislative session to learn whether 
its latest request for a measure to invoke a 
hotel occupancy tax will be approved.

A resolution asking for the 
establishment of the 3 percent tax was 

passed unanimously by the board on Feb. 
12. It is the latest instance in recent years 
where the town has sought permission to 
charge and collect the tax only to see a bill 
fail to reach a vote in at least one house of 
the legislature.

Although a representative from a local 
conference center attempted to sway 

the board in rejecting the resolution, 
Supervisor Michael Schiliro said there 
are escalating expenses and a shrinking 
number of avenues a municipality can 
tap into for fresh revenue to pay for the 
services residents expect.

“It’s not just about revenue and 
collecting a tax,” Schiliro explained. 
“There are people who use our town, 
use our facilities, use our roads, which 
impacts our infrastructure. These are 
people who are probably staying in our 
town during these storms that we’ve had 
so far and we must bring out staff to do 
that.”

While cities and counties can choose 
to impose the tax, towns and villages in 
New York state must receive enabling 
legislation. North Castle is home to the 
140-room La Quinta Inn on Business 
Park Drive in Armonk. Estimated annual 
revenue for the town would be in excess 
of $80,000, Schiliro said, plus there’s a 
possibility that another parcel could one 
day be developed

Action by the board came after David 
Leftwich, who runs a local conference 
center, read a letter on behalf of the 
Westchester Hotel Association and added 
his own comments opposing the tax.

Leftwich said that there appears to 
be a misconception by the measure’s 
supporters that the tax only helps the host 
community and that the charge is small 

enough to have little or no impact on a 
hotel.

However, with corporations closely 
watching expenses, choices could be 
made to avoid  hotels in municipalities 
that have the tax, he said. That would 
also hurt restaurants and other stores that 
draw customers from business travelers.

Leftwich said if a hotel loses just one 
room per night at $90, for example, that 
costs the facility $32,850 a year, but it will 
only decrease the town’s revenue by $986.

“That $33,000 might result in somebody 
losing their job,” he warned.

State Sen. George Latimer (D-Rye) said 
he would once again press the Senate to 
support the measure. Last year North 
Castle and many other municipalities 
saw their hotel occupancy taxes passed by 
the Assembly only to see no action taken 
in the Senate. He said Republicans who 
control the Senate have been strongly 
against any type of tax increase, which 
could once again spell trouble in an 
election year.

Latimer said he supports the measure 
because the difference is hotel rates are 
slight but for a town like North Castle 
that could mean a significant boost to its 
bottom line.

“The difference between a $150 hotel 
room and a $156 hotel room is negligible,” 
he said.

North Castle Pitches State Legislature for Hotel Occupancy Tax

Happy Birthday, Kid!
Maria Vallone, a resident of  
the Briarcliff  Manor Center for 
Rehabilitation and Nursing Care in 
Briarcliff  Manor, celebrated her 100th 
bir thday on Feb. 2 with family, friends 
and staff. Born in Maria Rosa Ruperto, 
in Campana, Cosenza, Italy, Vallone 
is better known to her family and 
friends as “Ellena,” a nickname that 
her mother gave her as a young girl. 
She emigrated to America in 1955, 
and lived in White Plains, marrying 
Frank Vallone on Sept. 30, 1957. She 
worked at Corham Flowers making 
Centerpieces and then later became 
a homemaker. Although Vallone never 
had any children of  her own, she is 
loved by many nieces and nephews 
and other relatives. She has been a 
resident of  the Briarcliff  Manor Center 
for Rehabilitation and Nursing Care 
since 2011.
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By Janine Bowen
A special adviser to Gov. Andrew 

Cuomo on the New Tappan Zee Bridge 
project told a crowd in Greenburgh on 
Wednesday that traffic could start to use 
the first of two new spans as early as 2016.

Brian Conybeare, speaking in a forum at 
the Greenburgh Public Library hosted by 
the Westchester branch of the American 
Association of University Women, led a 
discussion and progress report on the new 
bridge’s construction. 

 “I just love the look of the new bridge 
and the process by which it’s starting to 
unfold,” Conybeare said. 

The new bridge will feature two spans 
with a total of eight lanes of traffic, as well 
as express bus lanes. In order to improve 
traffic flow, the new bridge will also feature 
several turn-around lanes, which will 
provide motorists with a way to get off the 
bridge in the event of accidents and traffic 
back-ups. 

The project, which will begin to progress 
rapidly once warmer weather arrives, is 
expected to create thousands of jobs in the 
state. The work is being led by Tappan Zee 
Construction, a consortium of local and 
national companies. The lead design firm 
on the project, HDR, is located in Pearl 
River, while Granite Construction has its 
northeast headquarters in Tarrytown. 

“Our goal is to get as many local 

companies involved in this as we can and it 
is working. … So far the lion’s share of the 
contracts have come from New York State 
companies,” Conybeare said.

A bike and pedestrian path will be 
featured on the northern span, which is 
expected to be completed in 2016. Once 
the northern span is finished, all traffic will 
be gradually moved onto it as the southern 
span, where the old bridge is currently 
located, is built. The entire project is 
expected to be completed by 2018. 

The New Tappan Zee will only use 
electronic toll collecting. The process, 
which is being tested during the 
construction phase, will allow residents 
with E-ZPass to pay tolls without slowing 
down. For drivers without E-ZPass, the 
system would photograph vehicles’ license 
plates and a bill would be sent via mail. 

“We anticipate going to all electronic toll 
collecting, permanently, on the bridge,” 
said Conybeare, who pointed out that 
issues such as toll collection for those 
without E-ZPass must still be resolved.

He also mentioned the potential for 
Westchester and Rockland residents to 
receive a toll discount. While the current 
bridge toll is $5, that is expected to rise 
sharply to help pay for construction costs.

Public involvement will also be sought. 
Officials, who are aware of the imposition 
that construction will place on residents 

who live near the bridge in both counties, 
have set up cameras to allow viewing of the 
construction on the project’s website, www.
newnybridge. Air pollution and noise level 
alerts will also be posted on the site. 

“All major projects do this kind of 
monitoring, but none of them have ever 
put it on their website publicly for people 
to see, and Gov. Cuomo wanted this to be 
the most open infrastructure project in the 
history of New York,” Conybeare said.

He said crews are working to reduce noise 
during construction by using vibratory 
pile drivers and bubble curtains to trap the 
sound in the water. This limits disturbance 
for residents and helps protect endangered 
Atlantic and shortnose sturgeon that are 
native to the Hudson River. 

Although preliminary construction 
has begun, the bridge’s final design is not 

yet complete. The state’s design-build law 
allows construction to begin on approved 
parts of a project while other designs are 
still worked on. According to Conybeare, 
designs for the final bridge are about 75 
percent complete, with work still needing 
to be done on items such as improvements 
to the pedestrian and bike path. 

The New Tappan Zee design also 
accommodates the eventual inclusion of a 
Metro-North rail line.

Aside from the construction, Conybeare 
also addressed another hot topic 
surrounding the bridge—the potential for 
a new name. Recently, there has been talk 
of naming the new bridge after Pete Seeger 
or calling it the Purple Heart Hall of Fame 
Memorial Bridge. 

A quick survey of the dozens of local 
residents at the meeting revealed that a 
majority hope to see the name remain. 
Conybeare explained that Tappan Zee has 
regional significance, Tappan having been 
the name of a Native American Tribe in 
Rockland, while Zee is the Dutch word for 
sea. He said he doesn’t expect the name to 
change. 

“Nobody at our level is talking about 
a new name for the bridge,” Conybeare 
said. “As far as I know, the new name is 
the New Tappan Zee Bridge. We’re focused 
on building a bridge, not on the calls to 
rename the bridge.”

An artist’s rendering of  the New Tappan Zee 
Bridge.

New Tappan Zee Bridge Will Open to Traffic by 2016

The Grass is Greener With the Right Move

Experience, Integrity, Knowledge
Trusted Traditional Real Estate 

3% Commission
Full-Service Brokerage

914-747-3535
www.homefi ndersrealtor.com

SOLD

Serving all Westchester 
for over 30 years

2013 National 
Association of Realtors¨ 
say Ò84% of buyers found 
the home they bought on 
the internet before they 

contacted an AgentÓ

Pleasantville, NY

15% OFF
Any Jewelry Bought

or Any Repairs
With this coupon.

Not valid with any other offers.

$5 
Battery Replacement

With this coupon. On most watches.
Not valid with any other offers.

968 Broadway Thornwood (ShopRite/CVS Shopping Center) 
914 741 1920

WE BUY GOLD, DIAMONDS
& WATCHES

Jewelry Designer
John Armak

Creating the
New Look

John Armak can create a 
new look with your existing 
jewelry or any imagination 

you have in mind.

Exceptional discounts on
pre-owned luxury watches

(Rolex-Cartier-Ebel)

A Perfect Piece for Every Occasion

drink happy.
741 Bedford Road, Bedford Hills, NY 10507 | 914.666.7272 

vineandcompany.com

ALTHOUGH WE'RE EXPERTS; 
DON'T JUST TAKE OUR WORD FOR IT. 

try. then buy.

WE HAVE 8 SELECTIONS AVAILABLE TO TASTE EACH AND EVERY DAY
STOP IN AND BECOME AN EXPERT YOURSELF!



February 25 - March 3, 2014 The Examiner6



February 25 - March 3, 2014www.TheExaminerNews.com 7

Family Services of Westchester, Inc. 
announced last week that its RideConnect 
Program has been awarded renewed 
federal funding to continue the program 
through March 2017. 

The funding was awarded by the 
Department of Transportation under 
the federal New Freedom and Job Access 
and Reverse Commute competitive 
grant programs. The grant expands the 
RideConnect service area from the original 
communities of Bedford, Lewisboro, 
Mount Kisco, Pound Ridge, North Salem, 
North Castle and Somers, to now include 
Cortlandt, Ossining, Peekskill, Yorktown 
and New Castle, as well as an extensive 
database of providers countywide.  

RideConnect is an information and 
referral service providing transportation 
options for older adults 60 years old and up, 
those with disabilities and home healthcare 
workers in northern Westchester.

“We are thrilled to be able to continue 
offering this vitally important service 
in northern Westchester where public 
transportation options are limited,” said 
Program Director Karen Ganis. “Our usage 
rates demonstrate how great the need is. In 
2012, RideConnect provided 1,000 rides/
referrals while in 2013, we provided over 
6,000.”

Rides can be scheduled for medical 
appointments, shopping, cultural 
events, appointments to the hairdresser 

or errands. Services include volunteer 
drivers, RideConnect bus, information and 
referrals through an extensive database 
of providers and an on-site social worker. 
Staff members serve as personal assistants 
and direct callers to the fastest, most cost-
effective transportation option to meet 
their needs.

For more information or to talk with 
a transportation counselor, contact 
RideConnect at 914- 242-7433.  

The RideConnect call center is staffed 
Monday to Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
However, with advance notice, rides can 
be scheduled on weekends as well. In 
addition, the RideConnect website (www.
rideconnectwestchester.org) is available 

24 hours a day, seven days a week.  Along 
with federal funds, RideConnect also 
receives support from the Westchester 
County Department of Senior Programs 
and Services.

“RideConnect enables so many 
individuals, who otherwise feel isolated in 
their own communities, to remain mobile 
and independent,” Ganis said. “We are so 
grateful for the renewed funding, which 
will allow people to get out and about.” 

Ganis said there is an ongoing need 
for volunteer drivers in all communities. 
Anyone interested in volunteering (you 
must be at least 21), contact Ganis at 914-
864-0955 or email kganis@fsw.org.

Family Services RideConnect Program Awarded Funding Through 2017
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WALK-IN 
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to accommodate sick  
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The MKMG Pediatrics 
Department will now  
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Walk-In Services, 5 Days a Week 
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 FULL SERVICE DEALERSHIPS
Sales  •   Service  •   Parts   •   Body Shop  •   Rentals

PLEASANTVILLE FORD  •  (914) 769-1800

PRESTIGE IMPORTS  •  (914) 769-5100
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FULL SERVICE DEALERSHIPS

ser·vice  (sûrvis)  n.
1. the action of helping or doing work for someone 2. an act 
of assistance 3. assistance or advice given to customers 
before and after the sale of goods.

Pleasantville Approves Pool, Darts for Popular Village Pub 
By Janine Bowen

Pleasantville residents will now be able 
to play pool and darts at a Bedford Road 
tavern. 

Thirsty Scholar Pub owner Francis 
Campbell successfully appealed a 
previously denied amusement license 
before the village board last week, enabling 
his customers to use the establishment’s 
pool table and dart board. The license was 
initially denied by Police Chief Richard 
Love  because there were incidents 
involving pool cues and pool balls at other 
area bars. 

“I know it happens…but when it’s 
watched, and when you charge extra, it 
keeps the bad elements out,” said Campbell. 

He assured the board that the pub will 
continue to run as “strict and traditional.” 

Campbell has been in the bar business 
since 1982, and has owned and operated 
six different  establishments in New York, 
including opening the first Thirsty Scholar 
Pub in lower Manhattan. He opened a 
second location of the popular pub in 
Pleasantville in 2012. 

The inclusion of pool tables and dart 
boards are key elements in Campbell’s 

plan to create a relaxed environment 
where patrons can have fun and enjoy 
a few drinks. He hopes to offer the two 
recreational activities to go along with free 
appetizers while charging for drinks. 

Several local residents who are regulars 
at The Thirsty Scholar attended the Feb. 10 
board meeting to support the approval of 
the license and were jokingly referred to 
as “the cast of Cheers” by Trustee Jonathan 
Cunningham.

They noted that they would visit bars in 
nearby Thornwood in order to play pool.  
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Obituary

Ann DeCarlo
Ann T. DeCarlo of White Plains died on 

Feb. 11 at White Plains Hospital Center. 
She was 89.
De Carlo was born on Feb. 8, 1925, 

to the late Antonio and Maria Claroni 
in Giuliano, DiRoma, Italy. DeCarlo 
was a hairdresser for many years in the 
Fleetwood section of Mount Vernon. 

She was predeceased by her devoted 
husband, Salvatore DeCarlo, in 2003. 
DeCarlo is survived by her two loving 
daughters, Diane Taylor and Sally 
Goldberg, and cherished granddaughter 

Rebecca Goldberg, all of Westchester; two 
sisters, Jen (Matthew) Paulo of Gilbert, 
Ariz. and Ida (Ed) Massaro of White 
Plains; one brother, Salvatore (Lucille) 
Claroni, of White Plains; and many nieces 
and nephews. 

Visitation was at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home on Feb. 18. A funeral Mass was held 
at 

Holy Rosary Church in Hawthorne on 
Feb. 19 followed by interment at Gate of 
Heaven Cemetery. 
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Walter Hall
Walter J. Hall of Thornwood died on 

Feb.18 at his residence. 
He was 82.
Hall was born on June 30, 1931, to the 

late August and Margaret Hall in the Bronx. 
He graduated from Roosevelt High School 
in Yonkers and played hockey in his senior 
year and won a tournament. 

Hall proudly served in the U.S. Army 
during the Korean Conflict and earned 
five Bronze Stars. He was owner of Hall’s 
Refrigeration with his father in the Bronx 
and later was owner of Yonkers Golf Range 
in Yonkers.

He was predeceased by his devoted wife, 
Harriet Ann (nee Reilly) Hall, in 1962, and 
his sister, Margaret Bozza. He is survived 
by his loving son, Rick (Karen) Hall, of 
Eastchester and by his cherished grandson, 
Rich (Jen) Hall, of Yonkers and great-
grandson, R.J. 

Visitation was at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home on Feb. 20. A funeral Mass was held 
at Holy Rosary Church in Hawthorne on 
Feb. 21 followed by interment at Gate of 
Heaven Cemetery.

Ralph Benedict
Ralph R. Benedict, Jr., most recently of 

Mahwah, N.J. and formerly of Hawthorne
and White Plains, died unexpectedly on 

Feb. 3. 
He was 58.
Benedict was born on Sept.16, 1955, 

to the late Ralph and Pauline (nee 
Meccariello) Benedict  in White Plains. 
He was a tax attorney for many years with 
IBM in Armonk. 

He is survived by his loving children, 
Ralph Benedict III and Isabella Benedict, 
both of New Jersey; one brother, Frederick 

(Jane) Benedict, of North White Plains and 
Hawthorne; nieces Sabrina Bengel of New 
Bern, N.C. and Deborah Mazza; nephews 
Norman and Scott Kirtland and Joel, John 
and Thomas Benedict; several grandnieces 
and grandnephews; and brother-in-law 
Benjamin DeFonce. He was predeceased 
by his two sisters, Bernice DeFonce and 
Susan Benedict Kirtland. 

Visitation was at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home on Feb. 6. A funeral Mass was held 
at Holy Rosary Church in Hawthorne on 
Feb. 7. Interment was private.

Bartolo Drago
Bartolo Drago of White Plains died on 

Feb.14 at his residence. 
He was 77.
Drago was born on Jan.26, 1937, to the 

late Salvatore and Francesca (nee Giambona) 
Drago in Capaci, Sicily. He is survived by his 
devoted wife, Mary (nee McVicker) Drago, 
of White Plains; by his loving children, John 
(Michelle) Drago of Red Hook, N.Y., Anthony 
(Dagmara) Drago of Shrub Oak and Amy 
(Dan) Drago-Jordan of Hopewell Junction; 

and his six cherished grandchildren. He also 
leaves behind a brother and four sisters. He 
was predeceased by his three brothers and 
one sister.

Visitation was at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home on Feb.17. A funeral Mass was held 
at St. John the Evangelist Church in White 
Plains on Feb.18 followed by interment at 
Mount Calvary Cemetery in Greenburgh. 

In lieu of flowers, donations to a charity of 
one’s choice would be appreciated.

Ellene Aquilino
Ellene Aquilino of Milford, Conn. and 

formerly of Hawthorne died on Feb.11 in 
New Haven. 

She was 75.
Aquilino was born on June 15, 1938, to 

the late Leonard and Magdalene George in 
the Bronx and graduated from A.B. Davis 
High School in Mount Vernon. She most 
recently lived in Milford, Conn. where she 
retired from her position as administrative 
manager at William Raveis Real Estate in 
Shelton, Conn.

Aquilino is survived by her devoted 
husband of 53 years, James Aquilino, of 
Milford, Conn.; by her loving children, 

Joy (Robert) O’Brien of Teaneck, N.J. and 
James (Emilia)

Aquilino of Milford, Conn.; her precious 
grandchildren, Nicholas Aquilino, Vincent 
Aquilino and Maria O’Brien; and many 
wonderful nieces and nephews. She also 
leaves behind her beloved sisters, Andrea 
(Anthony) Bruni of Hawthorne and 
Camille (Peter) Piller of Brookfield, Conn. 
and her dog, Cuddles. 

Visitation was at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home on Feb. 17. A funeral Mass was held 
at Holy Rosary Church in Hawthorne on 
Feb. 18 followed by interment at Gate of 
Heaven Cemetery.  

Maria Sammartano
It is with great love that we celebrate the 

life of Maria Adelaide (Franco) Sammartano 
who died peacefully on Feb. 17. 

She was 89.
Sammartano was born in Rome, Italy 

on May 17, 1924, and came to America in 
1940. She leaves a legacy of love, generosity, 
joy, great food, kisses and hugs that she 
showered on all who were lucky enough to 
be in her presence. She is reunited with her 
beloved husband, Walter, who died 50 years 
ago. They will dance now until the stars 
grow cold and dim.

Sammartano worked tirelessly for nearly 
30 years as bookkeeper and executive 
manager of Tiro A Segno, a private Italian 
club in New York City. She was an avid 
Yankee fan.

Sammartano is survived by her son, 
Robert; daughter-in-law Judy, cherished 
grandchildren Katy and her husband, Will 
Steere, Daniel and Raquel, great-grandson 
Jake; her sisters, Ida Mauriello, Beatrice 
Bass and Adelaide Greco; and many nieces, 
nephews and cousins here and in Italy. She 
was “Nonna,” “Mom” and “Zizi” to a very 
extended family of people who loved her.

Visiting hours at Beecher-Flooks Funeral 
Home in Pleasantville were on Feb. 19 and 
20. A funeral Mass was held on Feb. 21 at 
Holy Innocents Church in Pleasantville.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made 
to the Wounded Warrior Project at www.
woundedwarriorproject.org or at AASPA.
com.(American Association of Surgical 
Physician Assistants)
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Mount Kisco Police Department
Feb. 15: Report of a hit-and-run 

accident on Main Street at 3:22 p.m. A 
24-year-old Mount Kisco man who was 
driving a 1999 Toyota Camry stated 
that his car was struck by an unknown 
vehicle, which left the scene.

Feb.18: A 24-year-old Mount Kisco 
woman reported hearing yelling and 
screaming from a neighbor’s residence 
on West Street at 12:11 a.m. A 46-year-
old man and a 47-year-old woman were 
found to be in an argument. No further 
action was taken.

Feb. 19: Report of a domestic 
menacing case on Spring Street at 12:04 
a.m. A 33-year-old Mount Kisco man 

was arrested after violating an order of 
protection that had been secured by his 
21-year-old girlfriend.

Feb. 19: A 46-year-old Bedford Hills 
man was arrested at 8:45 p.m. for failing 
to appear in court.

Feb. 21: A Mount Kisco woman 
reported at 6:08 a.m. hearing heavy 
machinery being used in the vicinity of 
Kisco Avenue. The noise was coming 
from the village’s DPW-approved snow 
removal equipment.

Feb. 21: Report of a theft of a catalytic 
converter from a 2005 Chevy Astro Van 
at 10:19 a.m. The van was parked in a 
South Bedford Road parking lot.

Pleasantville Police Department
Feb.14: A caller reported at 7:24 p.m. 

that his vehicle was damaged while it 
was at Prestige Imports on Pleasantville 
Road.

Feb. 19: A 52-year-old Pleasantville 
woman reported at headquarters at 12:48 
p.m. that she was targeted for fraud. She 
was informed that her computer needed 
an upgrade but that a credit card was 
needed to complete the work. After she 
realized the overture was a scam, she 
cancelled the credit card with her bank. 

North Castle Police Department
Feb. 14: Report of a vehicle being 

driven on the sidewalk by Armonk 

Square on Main Street at 2:30 p.m.
Feb.16: A complainant reported at 3:06 

p.m. that a deer is impaled on a fence on 
Wrights Mill Road. Responding officers 
dispatched the animal and removed it 
from the fence.

Feb. 17: Report of a suspicious 
incident at a Wrights Mill Road house 
at 12:49 a.m. The caller stated that three 
males are knocking on the front door 
and he does not know who they are or 
what they want. They were standing on 
the porch and smoking. The responding 
officer reported the homeowner’s son is 
on the porch. No police action taken.

Kerry Kennedy Lawyer Calls Sleeping Pill ‘a Mistake’ in Opening Day of Trial
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But Assistant District Attorney Stefanie 
DeNise painted a different scenario for 
the four-man, two-woman jury. After 
Kennedy exited the interstate, North 
Castle police arrived at Route 22 and 
Hunter Avenue where her Lexus SUV 
was disabled. Police stated that Kennedy 
appeared to be disoriented, DeNise said.

She added that Kennedy had no medical 
condition that would have accounted for 
her state.

In his opening remarks, Lefcourt 
countered that Kennedy takes Ambien 

to help her sleep during humanitarian 
trips for the Robert F. Kennedy Center 
for Human Rights, which she established 
more than 25 years ago. He also said that 
she takes medication every morning for a 
thyroid condition.

On the morning of the accident, 
Kennedy was dressed for a workout at The 
Gym in Armonk and was later scheduled 
to drive to a meeting in New York City, 
Lefcourt said. The defendant was wearing 
gym clothes and packed another outfit for 
her meeting, signaling that there was no 
intent to take a sleeping pill, he said.

The prosecution called four witnesses 
during the first day of testimony. Armonk 
resident William Carlino, said Kennedy’s 
car stopped in the left-turn-only lane of 
Route 22 to Hunter Avenue. He stopped 
to help Kennedy and found her slumped 
over the steering wheel of her vehicle. 

North Castle Police Officer Joel 
Thomas testified that he drove to Route 22 
after the department learned of the I-684 
accident and said Kennedy’s speech was 
“slow and deliberate.” She failed three of 
four sobriety field tests conducted at the 
scene. The officer said it appeared she had 

taken “some type of drug.”
Under cross examination from defense 

attorney William Aronwald, Thomas 
said he did not have any formal medical 
training outside of what he received at the 
police academy. 

State Trooper Bradley Malloy, a certified 
drug recognition expert, told the court 
that he placed Kennedy in handcuffs 
and brought her to the Somers barracks. 
Kennedy voluntarily agreed to give him 
blood samples and was later charged 
with driving while ability impaired, a 
misdemeanor.

continued from page 1
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By Martin Wilbur
One of the many casualties of the 2008 

economic downturn was the suspension 
of the North Castle Historical Society’s 
Armonk Antiques Show.

A key fundraiser for the organization 
for 30 years, when the market cratered, 
that spelled the end of the show--until 
now.

This weekend the New Armonk 
Antiques Show will get a fresh start 
after a six-year break with a new venue, 
some new dealers and a new benefit 
preview party to kick off the festivities. 
The party, on Friday evening from 6:30 
to 8 p.m., will be held at Brynwood Golf 
& Country Club and will feature drinks 
and hors d’oeuvres. Each ticket is $50.

Meanwhile, the two-day show, also at 
Brynwood, is set for Saturday from 10 
a.m. to 7 p.m. and Sunday from 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. A pass for the weekend costs 
$10.

“We’re just happy we’ve been able 
to resume the show,” said Doris Finch 
Watson, North Castle’s town historian. 
“We are very much looking forward next 
week to a successful show.”  

Watson said proceeds from the 
weekend will be used toward the upkeep 
of the five buildings on the Smith’s Tavern 
complex, including the historic tavern, 
the Brundage Blacksmith Shop, the one-
room East Middle Patent schoolhouse 

and the 1798 Quaker meeting house The 
complex is used by visitors and field trips 
by local school groups, she said.

One of the biggest changes for this 
year’s show is the switch to Brynwood on 
Bedford Road. That change will not only 
allow for more space and for the show 
to be set up earlier, but the historical 
society can now host the preview party 
with the purpose of attracting antiques 
enthusiasts, said Frank Gaglio, of Barn 
Star Productions, the Rhinebeck-based 
manager of the event.

He said there will be a wide range 
of antiques dealers, ranging from fine 
formal and rural American, English and 
Continental furnishings to exceptional 
works of art. There will be important 
Asian, English and domestic ceramics; 
rare books and documents; designer and 
estate jewelry; arts and crafts pottery; 
early brass candlesticks and copper; 
Oriental rugs; eclectic decorations as 
well as cool folk art; figural cast iron 
door stops; silver; German Black Forest 
carvings; needlework samplers; nautical 

Woolies, garden antiques and much 
more. 

The preview party is sponsored by 
Houlihan Lawrence while DeCicco 
Family Markets and The Bristal Assisted 
Living, Armonk are sponsoring the show.

For tickets to the Preview Party, 
contact Sharon at 914-273-6605. For 
more information about the show and 
a list of vendors and dealers, call Barn 
Start Productions at 845-876-0616 or 
visit www.barnstar.com.

No. Castle Historical Society Welcomes Return of Armonk Antiques Show

Garvey Rita Art & Antiques of  Hartford, part of  
the lineup of  dealers that will be represented this 
weekend, will have a variety of  items at the New 
Armonk Antiques Show. 

Right; Leatherwood Antiques of  Sandwich, Mass 
will be one of  more than 30 dealers expected at 
the New Armonk Antiques Show to be held this 
weekend at the Brynwood Golf  & Country Club.

Special promotion valid until 3.31.14, and may not be combined. Must mention this ad to receive special. Individual results vary. Other restrictions may apply.
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In today’s connected world, we are 
flooded with global news 24/7. As a result, 
many suffer from what experts refer to as 
“compassion fatigue.” But simple acts of 
kindness can make your community and 
world a better place to live. And research 
says it could even be beneficial to your 
health.

In fact, in a recent study conducted 
by Claremont Graduate University, 
people who felt empathy for a stranger 
experienced a release of the hormone 
oxytocin, which is associated with lower 
blood pressure, lower cortisol (stress 
hormone) levels, reduced pain and 
improved psychological well-being.

“Reaching out to a stranger benefits 

both people. It’s a win-win,” said Erin 
Healy, author of the new novel “Stranger 
Things,” which she was inspired to write in 
order to raise awareness of sex trafficking 
and human slavery.

Many people are loathe to forge 
connections with strangers and help 
others, due to introversion, fear or 
concerns that what they have to offer 
might not be enough. However, Healy 
points out that a small change in attitude 
can help spur you to take meaningful 
action. She offers some quick tips for 
surmounting your hurdles and giving 
back:
• Be you. Harness your talents, abilities 

and the resources already at your 
disposal to give back or raise awareness. 
When it comes to helping others, there’s 
no cookie-cutter way to do it.

• “Teach a class, buy supplies, be an 
advocate -- it’s all about pinpointing 
what you can do to shine a light on 
an issue and help improve it, rather 

than getting mired in what you can’t 
accomplish,”  Healy said. “At present, 
I can’t travel to India to infiltrate a 
brothel and pull girls out. I can’t be a 
live-in mom at an aftercare home. But 
I can write a book. I can help to raise 
awareness.”

• Shop Smart. With a little research 
you can better ensure your consumer 
dollars are not supporting companies 
that don’t share your values. Consider 
shopping from companies that donate a 
portion of their proceeds to non-profit 
organizations and foundations that 
support causes about which you are 
passionate.

• Think local. “When I started researching 
‘Stranger Things’ I was surprised to 
learn how many small organizations in 
my own city are already making efforts 
to aid victims of human trafficking,” 
Healy said. “Let your heart lead you to a 
local cause. You can empower yourself 
by helping those already doing the 
work.”

• Think random. You may not have the 
time to make a long-term volunteering 
commitment, but every day presents 
opportunities, big and small, to show 
kindness to strangers when you take 
the time to notice them.

• Connect with a stranger. By looking 
outward you gain perspective on your 
own troubles and realize that you 
have more to offer than you may have 
thought. Be intentional, and take time 
to notice those around you. As you 
get to know them, you’ll find yourself 
moved to help.
Don’t let compassion fatigue or a busy 

schedule keep you from giving back. 
There are great ways for everyone to make 
a difference.

Reprinted with permission from 
Statepoint.net.

I read, with interest, your article  on 
a former Pleasantville resident Leszek 
Pawlowicz who has done so well on 
Jeopardy! (“Former Pleasantville Resident 
Makes It Big on ‘Jeopardy!’” February 18-
24) My son, Arthur Gandolfi, was also a 
big winner on the show in 2004, when he 
won over $135,000 in five appearances 
and then came in third in the Tournament 
of Champions to win another $25,000, 
and, at the time was also a Pleasantville 
resident. He now lives in Harrison. He 
will not be in the Battle of the Decades but 
he did play against Watson, the computer 
and was on a show on Nova.  

Anna Gandolfi
Pleasantville

There’s no question that the latest 
chapter in the soap opera known as The 
Kennedys Behaving Badly makes for 
some riveting theater.

The most recent episode opened 
Monday morning in White Plains, when 
Kerry Kennedy, a daughter of the late 
Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, went on trial for 
driving while ability impaired. Several 
members of the famous family were in the 
courtroom to lend support for the latest 
Kennedy to be caught reluctantly in the 
glare of the spotlight.

While this case certainly has caught the 
attention of the public, what Westchester 
District Attorney Janet DiFiore has failed 
to address is why has there been so much 
time and so many resources dedicated to 
prosecuting two members of the Kennedy 
clan during the past few years.

Don’t forget, in 2012, Kerry Kennedy’s 

brother, Douglas, was tried in Mount 
Kisco Village Court for allegedly kicking 
a maternity ward nurse when he looked 
to take his newborn son outside for 
fresh air against the orders of nurses on 
the floor. He was cleared of any criminal 
wrongdoing.

Let’s be clear: this is not to make light or 
excuse someone who was driving while 
impaired. Driving under the influence of 
alcohol, or while impaired by drugs or 
medication, is a serious problem in this 
country. Blotters in every police agency 
are littered with similar incidents on a 
weekly basis, and unfortunately, many 
don’t end quite as harmlessly as Kerry 
Kennedy’s mishap. Thousands of lives are 
lost every year on the nation’s highways 
and everything must be done to insure 
driver safety.

However, if this was almost anybody 

else besides a Kennedy--a single 
misdemeanor charge with the defendant 
having no prior record--this case would 
have been long disposed of quickly and 
quietly.

While it’s true that seemingly nothing 
any of the Kennedys do can be done 
quickly or quietly, there seems to be 
forces keeping these cases in the public 
eye, and not only because it’s a famous 
family, or as some reports have stated, 
that Kennedy is concerned that she 
would be unable to visit certain countries 
for her humanitarian work if she pleads 
to a certain offense.

Regardless, the way the Kerry Kennedy,  
and for that matter, the Douglas 
Kennedy cases have been handled by the 
prosecution, DiFiore should have some 
explaining to do.

PO Box 611, 
Mount Kisco, NY 10549
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the discretion of the editor.  
Please refrain from personal 
attacks. Email letters to  mwilbur@
t h e e x a m i n e r n e w s . c o m .  
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Anyone Can Make a Difference: Ways You Can Give Back
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By Martin Wilbur
Fitness has been a part of Dr. Vito 

DiMatteo’s life since he was a youngster 
tagging along with his brother to the local 
gym.

At 15 years old, DiMatteo became a 
certified trainer and soon began working 
at gyms throughout Westchester while 
attending Stepinac High School in White 
Plains. Whether it was by accident or 
design, the teenage trainer usually would 
help the novice rather than the seasoned 
fitness enthusiast.

“I kind of made sure that (my age) was 
never an issue but I always found myself 
working or having the facility, because of 
my personality, whoever I worked for, they 
would give me the people who were a little 
overweight, or a lot overweight,” DiMatteo 
said. “I always found these were my clients 
as opposed to the hard body who wanted 
to work out to get more fit. I was more 
attracted to work with people who really 
needed the lifestyle change.”

During the past several years DiMatteo, 
37, has returned to his roots after selling 
his chiropractic practice. In 2010, he 

opened Will2Lose Weight Loss Fitness 
Club on Central Park Avenue in Scarsdale. 
Despite conceiving his venture during 
the paralyzing recession, the business 
has steadily gained in popularity and 
membership.

By next week he will expand to a second 
location, an 8,000-square-foot space at 855 
Franklin Ave. in Thornwood. DiMatteo 
has plans to open two more locations, the 
next one off of Kisco Avenue in Mount 
Kisco, which is scheduled to open later this 
year, and another in Rye.

“After two years I started thinking that 
I got something good here, it’s working,” 
DiMatteo said. “We really refined it, (so) 
let’s start looking for another location. A 
lot of support came from members, talking 
up that this was a really special place, we 
need more of these places around.”

Similar to his early days as a trainer, 
when DiMatteo helped those who needed 
the most assistance, the Will2Lose 
program focuses on making the average, 
sedentary person looking to lose weight, 
become more fit and lead a healthier life 
get results in a comfortable setting. 

Each member signs up for a program that 
is tailored to their needs, with a variety of 
equipment--weight machines, treadmills 
and stationary bikes--and classes such as 
yoga, spinning and pilates. Everyone is 
paired with a personal trainer for an hour 
session. It is recommended that members 
attend at least three sessions a week.

In addition to the exercise, every member 
receives a fitness assessment, food and diet 
analysis and a custom eating plan. There is 
follow up at various intervals for both the 
fitness assessment and eating plan.

Unlike many gyms, which can be 
intimidating for those starting out, 
DiMatteo and his staff makes sure 
Will2Lose members are properly 
encouraged.

“They need a place where the people 
around them are taking the  baby steps 
with them and a supportive team as 
well,” said DiMatteo, a Harrison resident 
who lives with his wife and three young 
children. “Not just the staff but also having 
the other members supporting each other 
and like-minded individuals.”

By the time DiMatteo went to Manhattan 
College, he may have thought that he put 
his days of working at a gym behind him. 
He originally looked toward a career in 
physical therapy but the boss that he worked 
for at the time recommended DiMatteo 
look into chiropractic. He thought it was 
a good idea to gain more knowledge about 
the workings of the body, so DiMatteo 
headed to  school in California following 
earning his undergraduate degree.

Upon completion of that program, he 
returned to Westchester and eventually 
opened his own practice in Mamaroneck. 
However, after about seven years, 
DiMatteo got the itch to resume his fitness 
and training work.

When he got the idea to open Will2Lose, 
DiMatteo sold his practice and went full 
throttle into making the fitness center a 
success. The early months were trying but 
about five or six months after opening 
the results of happy clients started to pay 
dividends.

He said he chose Scarsdale because of its 
central location, similar to the selection of 
Thornwood for his second location.

DiMatteo also plans to reintroduce 
chiropractic work into his fitness centers.

Helping someone attain their weight and 
lifestyle goals is the most satisfying part of 
the business, he said.

“You believe in them and then you 
get them to believe in themselves,” said 
DiMatteo.

For more information, visit www.
will2lose.com.

Dr. Vito DiMatteo, right, with some of  his staff  at 
Will2Lose Weight Loss Fitness Club.
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Dr. Vito DiMatteo

Fitness Center Owner/Chiropractor
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Let us give your child an action-packed 
time during the summer at Greenburgh 
Nature Center. Our naturalists will 
involve, amuse and inform your children. 
Each day has different activities based on 
the specific camp’s theme. Sign up now as 
camps fill up fast!

Pre-registration and pre-payment 
is required online. You must become 
a member in order to register for 
camp. Memberships help support our 
educational programs and animal 
museum.

End of Summer Half Day Camp (For 
children entering grades K-3): 

Each day offers different activities, 
including live animal interaction, nature 
crafts, outdoor nature exploration, indoor 
and outdoor nature games and much 
more.

The four-day camp has a morning 
session from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and 
an afternoon session from 1 to 4 p.m. 

Session Dates: Aug. 18-21 and Aug. 25-
28. 

Fee Per Session: $180 plus $75 
membership fee.

Critter Camp (For children entering 
grades 4-6): 

Celebrate the wild in your child at 

Critter Camp, where kids focus on 
making both human and animal friends. 
Campers go behind the scenes and into 
the forest for a hands-on introduction to 
the extraordinary world of animals and 
nature. They also get a chance to help care 
for our resident animals and explore the 
lives of our wild forest friends. 

The five day camp runs from 10 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m.

Session Dates: July 7-11. and  Aug. 4-8. 
Fee Per Session: $350 plus $75 

membership fee; hot lunch an additional 
$30 per week 

Nature Adventure Camp (For 
children entering grades 5-7): 

Dirt on your clothes, leaves in your hair, 
grass stains on your shoes. That’s what 
being a kid is all about. Campers enjoy 
a full week of hiking, dipping nets in the 
pond, geocaching, exploring under dead 
logs, shelter building, close interaction 
with our live animal collection, nature 
games and more.

The five-day camp runs from 10 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m.   

Session Dates: July 21-25 and Aug 11-
15.

Fee Per Session: Members $350 plus 

$75 membership fee; hot lunch an 
additional $30 per week

The Greenburgh Nature Center is a 
33-acre woodland preserve with trails, a 
pond, gardens, a playground and outdoor 
animal exhibits, including a birds of prey 
aviary. The indoor exhibits include a live 
animal museum with over 100 specimens, 
exhibit areas focusing on nature and 
the environment, a greenhouse with 
botanical exhibits and a gift shop. It offers 
special programs for groups of all ages 
on a wide range of environmental topics, 
camps and birthday parties. It also has a 
variety of volunteer opportunities for all 
ages and skill levels.

The mission of the Greenburgh Nature 
Center is to offer inspiring, hands-on 
environmental education experiences, to 
foster an appreciation of nature and to 
promote sustainable practices.

The Nature Center is located at 99 
Dromore Rd., off Central Park Avenue, 
in Scarsdale. Parking is free, and 
handicapped parking is available. The 
center’s grounds are open daily, dawn 
to dusk, throughout the year. Its indoor 
exhibits are open daily, except on Fridays 
and a few holidays, from  9:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. on weekdays and 10 a.m. to  4:30 
p.m. on weekends. 

For more information, call 
914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Enroll for Weekly Summer Camps for Children at Greenburgh Nature Center

Join us at our Saturday Open House 
on March 1 from 10 a.m.–2 p.m. (snow date March 8)

Harvey Cavalier Camp
A Summer Camp as Exceptional as Your Child

Harvey’s 125 acre campus of open fields and woods provides a  
perfect setting for an extraordinary summer camp experience. 

The Harvey School • 260 Jay Street, Katonah, NY 10536
914-232-0581 • harveycavaliercamp.org

A day camp for Pre-K–Grade 9 with over 50 courses from 
fine arts, theater, ice skating, science, gymnastics, technology, 
swimming, sports, music, and much more!

lhertel@sawmillclub.com

COME SEE WHAT’S NEW 
AT CAMP SAW MILL!

Check out all Camp Saw Mill has
to offer and start looking

forward to a fun-filled Summer!!

77 Kensico Drive, Mt Kisco NY 10549

914-733-4038
www.sawmillclub.com

Tennis Lessons, Swim Lessons,
Arts & Crafts, Sports, Carnival,

Camp Musical and Much, Much More!

smc Camp Ad 2013.indd   1 2/21/2013   5:55:28 PM

Session 1 
June 30th - July 25th 2014

Session 2 
July 28th - August 15th, 2014

Summer 2014

Dobbs Ferry, NY • squirecamps@gmail.com

OPEN 
HOUSE 

March 15, 2014
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(914) 232-4843
 131 Bedford Rd. Katonah, NY 

Weekly camps are available all summer long for children ages 31/2 

to 18. Sign up for a few weeks here and there or take a whole sum-
mer's worth of our exciting offerings. Each week we have a wide 
variety of options from favorites like Wheelthrowing, Outdoor Paint-
ing, Stop-Motion Animation and Fashion Design to new options like 
Magic Camp and TADA’s T3x and T3xJr Performing Arts Camps 
which include Acting, Voice, Dance, Script-Writing and Set and Cos-
tume Design. Be sure to sign up early as space is limited. Register 
online at www.katonahartcenter.com!

Register 
now

for our 
week-long 
summer 
camps!

S U M M E R C AMPS

160Ê&Ê170ÊHuntsÊLaneÊ�ÊChappaquaÊ�ÊNYÊÊwww.worldcupschools.comÊ

Gymnastics 
Preschool 
Tween Workshops 

BuildingÊTheÊBestÊChildhoodÊSummerÊ
MemoriesÊForÊOverÊ20ÊYears!Ê

CallÊ914-238-9267/4967Ê
• •

Whether your youngster is a nature 
nut, a budding musician or a sports 
hound, Westchester County Parks’ 
popular summer camps offer something 
for kids of all ages and interests.

Boys and girls in grades 1-9 can hit the 
boards at the air-conditioned County 
Center during the Slam Dunk Basketball 
Camp. “Little Hoopers” in grades 1 and 2 
runs from 8:30 a.m. to noon for $150 per 
session before June 30 or $175 afterward. 
Campers in grades 3-9 attend from 8:30 
a.m. to 4 p.m. for $325 per session before 
June 30 or $350 afterward. Four one-
week sessions begin Monday, June 30. 
A special discount team rate of $250 per 
camper per week is also offered for 10 or 
more members from a basketball team 
who sign up for the same week. For more 
information and for a special group 
registration form, call 914-231-4673. 

Girls volleyball camp for grades 6-12 is 
also available at the County Center. The 
camp runs for two one-week sessions 
beginning July 28 and Aug. 4. Hours 
are 3 to 5 p.m. for youngsters in grades 
6-8 and 6 to 9 p.m. for high school 
players (grades 9 – 12 ). The fee is $150 
per session for middle school and $200 
per session for high school. For more 
information, call 914-231-4673. 

Youngsters 10 to 17 years old can 
hit the greens during the Hole-in-One 
Junior Golf Camp offered at the six 

county golf courses: Dunwoodie and 
Sprain Lake in Yonkers; Hudson Hills in 
Ossining; Maple Moor in White Plains; 
Mohansic in Yorktown Heights; and 
Saxon Woods in Scarsdale. Taught by 
top Professional Golf Association pros, 
the camp meets for two hours daily and 
runs in week-long sessions. The fee for 
each session is $50. Times and days vary 
at each course. For more information, 
call 914-231-4673.

The Summer Music Center at the 
County Center is a six-week music 
instruction program for students in 
grades 3-12, providing daily class 
instruction in band and orchestral 
instruments as well as keyboard, guitar 
and recorder. The program runs from 
9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. daily, from June 
30 through Aug. 8. Tuition is $575 
for Westchester resident participants 
registering before May 30, $625 after; 
keyboard students pay $675 before May 
30 and $675 after). Non-residents add 
$75 to each fee. For information, call 
914-231-4673.

The Children’s Summer Ecology 
Program introduces children in 
grades 1-6 to the natural world and 
is conducted at three nature centers: 
Cranberry Lake Preserve in North White 
Plains; Marshlands Conservancy in Rye; 
and Trailside Nature Museum at Ward 
Pound Ridge Reservation in Cross River. 
Camp runs weekdays from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. beginning July 7. The fee is $275 
per week. For information, call 914-864-
7273.

Youngsters entering grades 7, 8 and 9 
can learn outdoor skills that run the gamut 
from radio-tracking wood turtles to map 
reading during the Conservationists in 
Training program offered at Cranberry 
Lake Preserve and the Trailside Nature 
Museum. The program is held Mondays 

and Fridays, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., and 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays, 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m., in three two-week 
sessions beginning July 7. The fee is $725 
for each session. For information, call 
914-864-7273.

The Challenger Sports Soccer Camp 
for boys and girls in grades 1-9 is offered 
at V.E. Macy Park in Ardsley. Operated 
by the prestigious Westchester Soccer 
Academy, top-notch coaching is offered 
to kids in grades 1 and 2 during a half-
day program from 9 a.m. to noon, while 
a full-day session is offered for children 
in grades 3-9 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Fees 
range from $132 to $245. Camp runs in 
six one-week sessions beginning June 22. 
For more information, call 914-714-8601 
or visit challengersports.com.

The Perfect Pitch and Swing Baseball 
Camp provides children ages 8 to 12 with 
training that uses unique and innovative 
methods, combining traditional baseball 
skills with disciplines from other sports 
at V.E. Macy Park. The daily schedule 
includes drills, hitting, throwing/
pitching, fielding instruction and games. 
For information, call 914-231-4673 for 
brochure and application.

Online registration for all camps has 
begun. Visit www.parks.westchestergov.
com/activities/childrens-camps. For 
more information and for applications, 
call 914-231-4500. 

Westchester County Offers Camp for Almost Every Child’s Interest
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By Jake Elman
The sixth man. The student section. 

The Foxtape. Whatever name one wanted 
to bestow on Fox Lane High School’s 
fan section, it didn’t matter as long as it 
captured the loyalty that was displayed 
all year by the exuberant students.

Throughout the season, hundreds of 
them cheered on coach Chris Violante’s 
basketball team. Home or away, the 
stands were packed. Opposing coaches 
had remarked how much the deafening 
fan section affected their team’s play. Fox 
Lane players have acknowledged how 
having such a loyal fan base inspired 
them.

The student section was a family. High 
school has different groups and cliques, 
but on game day everyone could focus on 
their school’s basketball team.

“The fan section put aside everything 
that could usually divide people,” 
freshman James Peacock said. “In the fan 
section, it just came down to whether or 
not you were cheering, nothing else.”

Last Thursday afternoon was no 
exception. The second round of the 
playoffs was set to feature the Foxes, a 
team that had emerged from its tough 
schedule with a 17-2 record, and the 
Mahopac Indians, the same team that 
knocked the Foxes out of the playoffs 
in 2012. On the line was a berth at the 
Westchester County Center. While only 

two players remained from the Foxes 
2012 team--seniors James Morales and 
Tommy Palmerton--there was still a 
sense that a score needed to be settled.

During warm ups, the Fox Lane players 
extended their hands out to their loyal 
fans, who stood on the side of the court 
cheering. Once the familiar sound of 

Eminem’s “Lose Yourself ” could be heard 
on the speakers and the two teams met 
at center court, the time for waiting was 
over. This was it. Playoff time/ Second 
round. Winner moves on, loser goes 
home. The Foxes versus the Indians. 

It was suddenly go time, and the game 
began nothing like what Fox Lane’s 
fan section, let alone the team, was 
expecting. Mahopac, led by seniors R.J. 
Martinez and Glen Janik, jumped out to 
a quick lead. 

“Mahopac came out of the gate firing, 
and I think both the team and the student 
section were so shocked it affected our 
mindsets for the whole game,” said one 
Fox Lane fan.

But the Foxes were able to claw their 
way back from their early deficit as Nicky 
Bonura, a senior who arguably was the 
fan’s favorite player, nailed 3-pointer after 
3-pointer Morales would deal assists, 
and an Andrew Redhead or a Palmerton 
would trade that in for a bucket. The 
Foxes were getting back into the game.

A big part of the comeback was the 
student section. Silenced early on, the 

Foxes’ fans slowly returned to the volume 
that they had usually displayed during a 
game. 

“It was like the Cameron Indoor Arena,” 
said Colin Reed, a junior, alluding to the 
iconic Duke basketball court. 

The second half began, and the strong 
play Fox Lane showed at the end of the 
second quarter continued into the third. 
Plays were made, opportunities were 
capitalized upon, and for every basket the 
Indians made, the Foxes would answer. 
The student sections, one clad in red (Fox 
Lane) and the other in blue (Mahopac) 
dueled as well. 

When Redhead sank two clutch free 
throws to tie the game late in regulation 
and force a four-minute overtime, the 
Fox Lane student section exploded in 
joy, jumping and hugging one another as 
though they had won. 

But despite the fact the Foxes hadn’t 
lost at home all season, Mahopac went 
on to outscore them 10-6 in the extra 
session.

The clock had struck midnight for 
Fox Lane’s players and fans and there 
would be no trip to the County Center. 
Mahopac fans wound up storming the 
court.

Tears were shed. Walls were punched. 
The Foxes, the team that had united 
one of the  most diverse schools in the 
county, would be playing no more games 
this season. Eleven men had just stepped 
onto a court for the final time in a Fox 
uniform. Their season was over.

While it didn’t end the way the players 
and fans may have wanted, uniting a 
school and coming within one game of 
going to the County Center are things to 
be proud of.

“That was a hell of a season,” said senior 
Kenny Hayden, who attended every game 
this season.  “The team created the whole 
Foxtape and brought the entire school 
together. That was a well-played game on 
both ends and a great atmosphere. We 
had a great turnout in the fan section and 
everyone was loud for the team. I’ve been 
watching most of the team play since we 
were in kindergarten and it’s been great.”

ANDY JACOBS PHOTO
The Fox Lane student section was widely credited with a key role in helping the boys’ varsity basketball 
team finish with a 17-3 record.
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Robert & Mary Sniffen, Owners
Visit our 5,000 sq. ft. showroom

Or we will BRING the showroom to you!

2010 Albany Post Road
Croton-on-Hudson, NY

WC 10415H99 • PC - 187 • Yonkers #3807
www.miraclehomeimprovements.com
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SPRING AHEAD… 
Don’t Fall Behind on 
your Spring Projects!    

Take Advantage of our  
SPRING SAVINGS! 

2010 Albany Post Rd. Croton on Hudson, NY 10520 WC10415H99  PC-1817 
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Mina Mann (NYC Designer).
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Home Accessories • Antiques 
• Exquisite Jewelry • & more...

Apparel by

Unique one-of-a-kind 
gifts for everyone — 
including yourself!

4 Washington Avenue, 
Pleasantville 914-741-6294

Open 7 Days — 
Friday and Saturday until 8pm
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Fox Lane’s Student Section Cheers to the End and Unites a School
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By Colette Connolly
Growing up in Ecuador, Bill Alvarez 

never imagined himself running a 
successful cleaning business in the United 
States, never mind establishing a second 
business as an offshoot. 

But that’s exactly what happened to this 
affable and hard-working entrepreneur 
who has been serving the area since 2001.

It was Alvarez’s wife, Maritza, who made 
the initial inroads into the competitive 
industry, finding part-time work cleaning 
homes around Pleasantville. What 
started out as a handful of jobs eventually 
blossomed into a more profitable endeavor 
as the couple secured enough work to turn 
it into a full-fledged cleaning service.

“What makes us different is the fact that 
we’re family owned,” said Alvarez’s son, 
Paul, who takes care of bookkeeping and 
marketing for the company. His sister, 
Michelle, a high school student, intends to 
work out of the family’s office during the 
summer months. 

Compared to the larger, franchise-based 
cleaning companies, Paul Alvarez said his 
family’s business has the personal touch. 
Instead of handing calls off to an answering 

service, Bill Alvarez takes care of inquiries 
himself, visiting with prospective clients at 
their homes and offering free estimates to 
ensure the pricing and the work is done to 
clients’ satisfaction.

“We get to know what our clients are 
looking for and what they want to spend,” 
said Paul Alvarez, who also serves as vice 
president of the Pleasantville Chamber of 
Commerce.  

Bill Alvarez handles all of the estimates 
and scheduling of jobs for both the cleaning 
service and Alvarez Home Services, the 
handyman service he established in 2009.

Prospective clients will find a dedicated 
team that includes about 12 full-time 
cleaning professionals and several part-
timers, all of whom are screened prior 
to employment. Each one is trained in 
the most efficient and effective cleaning 
techniques. All are fully bonded and 
insured. 

Alvarez Cleaning handles almost any 
type of cleaning, from small apartments 
to office buildings. The company services 
northern Westchester, in addition to 
Fairfield County. It also has customers in 

New Rochelle, Pelham and 
Yonkers.

The majority of the 
company’s residential clients 
use Alvarez Cleaning for 
general house cleaning, but 
others turn to the company to 
handle jobs such as stripping 
and waxing hardwood 
floors, shampooing 
carpets, window cleaning, 
construction cleanup, 
home staging/open house 
preparation and power 
washing. Its maid service 
includes laundry and  
making beds. 

Service can be scheduled 
on a daily, weekly, monthly or as-needed 
basis, said Paul Alvarez. The majority of 
residential cleaning jobs take about five 
hours and are handled by two cleaning 
professionals. 

The family’s handyman service is equally 
successful. 

“Once we had gained our customers’ 
trust, the handyman service naturally 
evolved from that,” said Bill Alvarez. 

The array of benefits that Alvarez Home 
Services provides is wide-ranging, from 
A/C installation, carpentry, caulking, 
closet design, electrical repairs, flooring, 
landscaping, mailbox installation, 
masonry, plumbing, commercial and 
residential snow removal and tiling and 
grouting. The company also handles 

bigger projects like 
kitchen and bathroom 
makeovers. Run 
primarily by Bill 
Alvarez, the service 
subcontracts much of 
the larger jobs to myriad 
home improvement 
businesses in the area. 

Much of the family’s 
success has been gained 
through hard work, but 
the relationships the 
family has forged with 
local businesses and 
organizations has been 
invaluable, said Paul 
Alvarez. The Alvarez 

family regularly contributes to chamber 
functions in the village and regularly gives 
back to a community that has been very 
good to them. 

“The opportunities we’ve gotten here 
in this town and the great reception that 
everyone has given us has really helped us 
out,” Paul Alvarez said. “We’ve been very 
blessed.”

Alvarez Cleaning Services, Inc. and 
Alvarez Home Services are based at 84 
Washington Ave. in Pleasantville. Call 
914-741-1224 or visit www.alvarezclean.
com for cleaning services. For handyman 
services or renovations, call 914-747-1298 
or visit www.alvarezhomeservices.com. 
The company is open Monday through 
Saturday from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
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Alvarez Cleaning Services, Inc.
Pleasantville

40 Bedford Road, Armonk, NY 10504 • 914-273-9280
www.dentistarmonk.com

AKI SHIRAKURA, 
D.D.S., P.C.

General Dentistry • Esthetic, Reconstructive, and Implant Dentistry
Ceramic Veneers • Crowns •Bridges • Root Canal Therapy

Teeth Cleaning and Whitening

In Office Whitening Special: $350

Select Books
Distinctive Cards

Journals

...and more!

Bookmarks

Special Orders

Gift Certificates

Free Gift Wrapping

Unique Gifts

Book Group Discounts

School Orders

Cookbooks

Agate Book Ends

Children’s Books

Reference Books

Out-of-Print Searches

The Village
�

Bookstore

Ten Washington Ave.

Pleasantville, NY

Across from the Burns Film Center

914.769.8322

staff@pleasantvillebooks.com

Bill Alvarez, left, owner of  Alvarez 
Cleaning Services, with his son, Paul.
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Tuesday, Feb. 25
Westchester Community College 

Film Series: “Red Like the Sky.” A 
nearly sightless boy is sent to a school 
for blind children where he secretly 
discovers the possibilities of recorded 
sound. Westchester Community College’s 
Gateway Center, Davis Auditorium, 75 
Grasslands Rd., Valhalla. 2 p.m. Free. Info: 
914-606-5616.

Colorful Tuesdays. Dispel winter 
gloom. Today’s color is blue. For children 
three to five years old. Chappaqua Public 
Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 4 
p.m. Free. Registration required. Info and 
registration: 914-238-4779.

Italian Language and Culture With 
Mara De Matteo. De Matteo combines 
lively conversation with grammatical 
instruction, creating interactive lessons 
on the richness of Italian culture, past 
and present, through real-life anecdotes, 
literature, personal memoirs, films and 
photography. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 6:30 
p.m. Free. Also March 4. Info: 914-273-
3887 or www.northcastlelibrary.org.

Purchase Presents Soul Voices: 
“Stand!” Purchase Soul Voices, a premier 
60-student vocal ensemble, will present 
an inspiring celebration of Black History 
Month featuring a mix of musical genres 
including spirituals, gospel, soul, rhythm 
and blues, funk and jazz. Recital Hall at 
Purchase College, 735 Anderson Hill Rd., 
Purchase. 7 p.m. Free. 

“Lincoln Revisited.” Pleasantville 
resident Bob Huerster, a Lincoln enthusiast 
for almost 30 years, will look beneath the 
familiar image of Lincoln and highlight 
some of the personal qualities and skills 
that contributed to his greatness. He will 
also recommend books about our 16th 
president, including the one that first 
sparked his interest in him. Mount Pleasant 
Library, 350 Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 
7:30 p.m. Free. Info: 914-769-0548.    

Wednesday, Feb. 26
Zumba Fitness. Achieve long-term 

benefits while having a blast in one 
exciting hour of calorie-burning, body-
energizing, awe-inspiring movements 
meant to engage and captivate for life. For 
all fitness levels. Dance Emotions, 75 S. 
Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. Every Monday 
and Wednesday at 9 a.m. and Saturdays at 
10 a.m. Drop in or weekly discount rates 
available. Info: Contact Peggy at 914 960-
4097.

Knitting Group. Hats for our 
servicemen and women overseas and 
other ongoing projects for care centers 
and hospitals. Clinton Street Center, 1A 
Clinton St., Pleasantville. 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
Free. Meets every Monday and Wednesday. 
Info: 914-769-2021.

Digital Learning Day. North Castle 

Public Library is holding this tutorial 
for adults of all ages and levels of 
expertise. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 
Instruction about Facebook from 10:30 
to 11:30 a.m. Twitter from 11:30 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Download devices from  1 to 2:30 p.m. 
North Castle Public Library cardholder 
resources/introduction to databases 
from 2:30 to 3:15 p.m. Free. Reservations 
preferred. Info and reservations: 914-273-
3889.

Senior Benefits Information Center. 
Counselors offer older adults one-on-
one counseling covering a broad range 
of topics including Medicare health and 
prescription plans, food stamps, HEAP, 
EPIC, weatherization, minor home repair 
and tax relief programs. Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 Main St., Mount Kisco. 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Free. Every Wednesday. 
Info: 914-231-3260.

Teen Book Club. Enjoy amazing books, 
fun snacks and entertaining discussions 
with Lauren Berger, who is working on her 
Girl Scout Gold Award. This month’s book 
will be “Wonderstruck” by Brian Selznick. 
For students in grades 6-8. Chappaqua 
Public Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua. 5 to 6 p.m. Free. Info: 914-
238-4779 or www.chappaqualibrary.org.

Chinese Pottery. With LIU Professor 
Valerie Franco. North Castle Public 
Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3889.

Thursday, Feb. 27
Let Your Yoga Dance Classes. The 

popular Kripalu noon dance class is now 
in Chappaqua! Combines easy dance, 
gentle yoga and great music. Come join 
this noncompetitive, heart pumping and 
joyful experience. Drop-ins welcome. 
Dance Emotions, 75 S. Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua.10 a.m. $20 per 75 min. class. 
Every Tuesday and Thursday. Info: 914-
238-8974 or email claudiayogadance@
gmail.com.

Yiddish Vinkle. Yiddish speakers (or 
dabblers) enjoy Yiddish poetry, current 
events, short stories, humor, songs, music 
and great camaraderie. Rosenthal JCC, 600 
Bear Ridge Rd., Pleasantville. 1 to 3 p.m. $6 
suggested donation. Meets every Thursday. 
Info: 914-741-0333 ext. 24 or visit www.
rosenthaljcc.org.

Multilingual Mother Goose. Learn and 
share songs and rhymes in other languages. 
For children birth to five years old; with 
an adult. Chappaqua Public Library, 195 
S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 2:30 p.m. 
Free. Meets every Thursday. Registration 
required. Info and registration: 914-238-
4779.

Zzzzzzt! An electrifying program. For 
children in grades 4-6. Chappaqua Public 
Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 4 
p.m. Free. Registration required. Info and 

registration: 914-238-4779.
Study-skills Workshop. Successful 

Study 4 Students will offer this four-week 
workshop for area middle and high school 
students. The workshops assist academic 
achievement by teaching students key 
study strategies that help them learn while 
reducing stress. Chappaqua Learning 
Center, 400 King St., Chappaqua. Middle 
school students from 4 to 6 p.m. High 
school students from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
$395 for the session. Continues for four 
consecutive Thursday nights. Info and 
registration: 203-307-5455 or e-mail 
info@S4StudySkills.com or contact the 
Chappaqua Learning Center at 914-238-
0800.To register for the middle school 
program, visit: http://bit.ly/1Q14-CLC-
MS. To register for the high school 
program, visit: http://bit.ly/1Q14-CLC-
HS.

Great Books Forum Series: “A 
Streetcar Named Desire.” An opportunity 
to encounter extraordinary works of 
classic and modern literature along with 
other interested readers from the college 
and the community. Along with the works 
themselves, discussions focus on issues of 
context and interpretation. Westchester 
Community College’s Gateway Center, 
Room 131, 75 Grasslands Rd., Valhalla. 6 
to 8:30 p.m. Free. Info: Contact Professor 
James Werner at 914-606-6840 or email 
james.werner@sunywcc.edu.

Real Estate Seminar. Ask the experts 
your questions to understand the buying 
and selling process. Guest speakers 
are Mike Testa, Pleasantville building 
inspector; Frank Petrullo, president of 
Enviocare Air Quality Restoration, and 
Louie Raffio, certified home inspector. 
Sponsored by Coldwell Banker associate 
brokers Donna Edlund and Hans Weber, 
Emmanuel Lutheran Church, 197 Manville 
Rd., Pleasantville. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 
Contact Donna Edlund at 914-403-4237.

Book Club for Women With Cancer. 
Support Connection, Inc. presents this 
program where the book “Wild: From 
Lost to Found on the Pacific Crest Trail” 
by Cheryl Strayed will be discussed. Open 
to people living with breast, ovarian 
and gynecological cancers. Hudson 
Valley Hospital’s Cheryl H. Lindenbaum 
Comprehensive Cancer Center, 1980 
Crompond Rd., Cortlandt Manor. 7 to 
8:45 p.m. Free. Pre-registration required. 
Info and pre-registration: 914-962-6402 or 
800-532-4290.

Friday, Feb. 28
Zumba Gold. Try this low-impact 

approach to Zumba for the older active 
adult and baby boomer with the same 
sassy, sweaty, fun-filled cardio workout in 
an easy learning environment. Ongoing 
classes; drop-ins welcome. Addie-tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial 

Plaza, Pleasantville. 11:15 a.m. to 12:15 
p.m. $12. Four- and eight-week cards 
available. Meets every Friday. Info: 914-
747-0808 or email instructor at olin.amyj@
gmail.com.

Mini-Anime Festival. Start with origami 
with Hitomi Kihara and story boards with 
Andrew in the Teen Zone. Follow it with 
an Asian dinner and an anime film in the 
theater. Come to any or all activities. For 
students in grades 6-12. Chappaqua Public 
Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 
3:30 to 8:30 p.m. Free. Info: 914-238-4779 
or www.chappaqualibrary.org.

Zumba Fitness Class. Addie-Tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial Plaza 
(lower level), Pleasantville. 5:30 to 6:30 
p.m. $15 a class. $29 for four classes. $55 
for eight classes. Meets every Friday. Info: 
917-215-1720, email AddietudeDance@
gmail.com or visit www.Addie-tude.com. 

Armonk Antiques Show Preview Gala. 
Kick off the weekend festivities with a 
cocktail and hors d’oeuvres benefit party 
for the North Castle Historical Society. 
Money raised from the party will go 
toward ongoing community projects and 
advancement of education in the arts. 
Brynwood Golf & Country Club, 568 
Bedford Rd., Armonk. 6:30 to 8 p.m. $50. 
Info and tickets: Contact Sharon at 914-
273-6605.

NoMa Comedy Show. Featuring Sour 
Shows (from Howard Stern), Kara Klenk, 
Nore Davis, Tommy Gooch, Trisha 
Bruynell and local performer Adam 
Giambattista. Paulie’s on Marble, 14 
Marble Ave., Pleasantville. 9 p.m. $20. Info 
and tickets: Visit www.nomacomedy.com 
or www.ticketriver.com/event/9864.

Saturday, March 1
Chappaqua Farmers Market. Church 

of St. Mary the Virgin, 191 S. Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua. 8:30 to 1 p.m. Every Saturday. 
Info: Visit www.chappaquafarmersmarket.
org.

Pleasantville Farmers Market. The 
market is back indoors and even better 
than last year, with more winter-grown 
produce, meats, breads, cheeses, prepared 
foods and all the goodies you know and 
love. Pleasantville Middle School, 40 
Romer Ave., Pleasantville. 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Every Saturday. Info: Visit www.
pleasantvillefarmersmarket.org.

4th Annual KenKen Contest. Come 
for the fun and camaraderie of fellow Ken-
thusiasts. All levels welcome. Chappaqua 
Public Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua. 10 a.m.  Registration at 9:15 
a.m. Free. Info and advanced registration: 
914-238-4779 or chappaqualibrary.org.

Armonk Antiques Show. Presenting 
about 30 dealers specializing in fine 
formal and rural American, English and 
Continental furnishings; exceptional 

continued on page 20

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Martin Wilbur at mwilbur@theexaminernews.com.com.
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The 86th 
Academy Awards 
show airs this 
Sunday. This is 
my sixth year of 
presenting the Best 
Picture nominees 
and creating 
hypothetical 
pairings of wine 
with the top 

contenders.  
I’ve distilled my list to five of the nine 

nominees. 
12 Years a Slave: Based on the true story 

of Solomon Northup, a free black man 
who lived in New York with his wife and 
children. In 1841 he was surreptitiously 
kidnapped and sold into slavery for over 
a decade. 

Sent to Louisiana, the movie follows his 
travails in a microcosm of the degradation 
of blacks during the slavery era. In graphic 
detail, we are immersed in the horror of 
this dehumanizing period of history. But 
Northup’s spirit of survival carries him 
through his ordeal, persisting in the face of 
seemingly insurmountable odds.

This movie should inspire us to cherish 
America’s principles and the equal rights 
of all. Sitting with fellow citizens, sipping 
on an aged Port, provides an environment 
to do so. These wines represent a 

centuries-old Portuguese respect for the 
land and its people that persists today.

Gravity: Just when you think all is right 
with the universe, disaster strikes. The 
shuttle crew sent to repair the Hubble 
telescope is thrown topsy-turvy, wreaking 
havoc on the lives of the crew. While 
the cinematography and special effects 
are amazing, the story-line is rather 
pedestrian. This movie may win the most 
awards, but perhaps not Best Picture. 

So, too, California red wine blends. 
Americans rave about them but their 
essence is often devoid of intrinsic 
character. Tethered to Zinfandel or 
Cabernet Sauvignon, they can’t seem to 
find their way through the enological 
universe. 

American Hustle: The Led Zeppelin 
song in the background screams out: 
“Good times, bad times, you know 
I had my share.” In 1978, con man 
Irving Rosenfeld and his seductive 
partner Sidney Prosser are on top of the 
world, raking in hordes of cash from 
unsuspecting marks. Good times soon 
turn sour as they get caught up in the 
middle of a government sting operation. 
The movie’s blatant message--everyone 
hustles to survive--is ever present.

Just as Irving and Sidney get trapped in 

lifestyles perceived to be desirable, others 
get trapped in wines perceived to be high 
quality. My generation embraced the 
popular wines of the late 1970s because of 
their “cool” factor. There were many other, 
better, choices than Blue Nun or Mateus, 
but we fell victim to the advertising cons 
of the day.

The Wolf of Wall Street: Wow, sex, 
drugs and wild parties. Something for 
every moviegoer. In 1995, at age 26, 
Jordan Belfort made $49 
million as a Wall Street 
stock hustler. His real-life 
escapades, eventually shut 
down by the FBI, landed 
him in jail for three years. 
But not before he enjoyed 
the decadent excesses of his 
wealth. 

What better way to celebrate the ethos 
of Belfort than Champagne? A few 
years ago, billionaire Mark Cuban held 
a celebratory dinner featuring a $90,000 
bottle of Armand de Brignac Champagne. 
That says it all when you’re trying to 
impress friends and clients.

Dallas Buyers Club: Mathew 
McConaughey brings us back to 1985, 
and the shocking times when HIV/AIDS 
was rampant across the globe. Diagnosed 

as HIV positive, his character seeks a 
way to prolong his life. Not accepting 
his 30-day death sentence, he is able 
to find experimental drugs for himself 
and then attempts to distribute them to 
other victims. Battling the government 
and the medical establishment, and with 
the unlikely help of a similarly afflicted 
transvestite, he creates a way to distribute 
his illegal drugs (hence the name of the 
movie) and prolong his life.

Zinfandel represents the persona of 
this movie. This wine is a chameleon 

of sorts. It can be an in-
your-face fruit bomb or 
a sophisticated, thought-
provoking statesman--at 
times misunderstood, at 
other times irrepressible.

Which movie will win 
the coveted Oscar? Sit 
back on Sunday night with 

your favorite wine in hand and enjoy the 
festivities. 

Nick Antonaccio is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years 
he has conducted  wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

Pairing the 2013 Oscar-Nominated Movies With Wine

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

By Nick Antonaccio

‘Getting ready for the festivities’
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It’s all about you.

You bet it does. So we’re devising a system to 
let you record and upload what you see. To give 
the public access to the information they need. 
Big things are happening at PCTV. Find out how 
you can get involved at pctv76.org. And have a 
positive impact on your community. Winter, 
spring, summer, and the occasional fall.

A TREE FALLS ON
BEDFORD ROAD. 
DOES IT MAKE 
AN IMPACT?   
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works of art; important Asian, English 
and domestic ceramics; rare books and 
documents; designer and estate jewelry; 
arts and crafts pottery; early brass 
candlesticks and copper; Oriental rugs; 
eclectic decorations; cool folk art; figural 
cast iron door stops; silver; German Black 
Forest carvings; needlework samplers; 
nautical Woolies; garden antiques; 
and more. To benefit the North Castle 
Historical Society. Brynwood Golf & 
Country Club, 568 Bedford Rd., Armonk. 
10 a.m. to 7 p.m. $10 (unlimited re-entry). 
Also March 2 from 11 am. to 5 p.m. Info: 
845-876-0616, visit www.barnstar.com or 
email barnstar1@aol.com.

Practice Tai Chi. Learn specific 
feldenkrais and chi kung breathing 
techniques for deep relaxation and apply 
them to tai chi movement. A hands-on 
class geared toward each participant’s 
level. Led by instructor Larry Attile. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East., Armonk. 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
Free. Also March 8, 15 and 22. Info: 914-
273-3889.

Gan Shabbat. Children’s Sabbath 
services for nursery school age students 
and their families. This interactive 
introduction to Shabbat songs, stories 
and prayers is for toddlers to children in 
second grade. Followed by a kid-friendly 
Kiddush of refreshments. Once a month 
through June. Bet Torah, 60 Smith Ave., 
Mount Kisco. 10:30 a.m. to noon. Free. 
Info: 914-666-7595.

Wolves of North America. Learn about 
the mythology, biology and ecology of 
wolf families and discover why March is a 
special time for packs in North America. 
Wolf Conservation Center, South Salem.11 
a.m. Adults: $13. Children (under 12): 
$11. Also March 8, 16, 22, 25 and 28. 
Pre-registration required. Info and pre-
registration: Visit www.nywolf.org.

Animal Adventures: Amazing 
Arthropods. Meet a few of Teatown 
ambassador animals in this program 
featuring animals with six and eight legs. 
For families with children four years old 
and up. Teatown Lake Reservation, 1600 
Spring Valley Rd., Ossining. 11 a.m. to 
noon. Members: Free. Non-members: $5. 
Pre-registration required. Info and pre-
registration: 914-762-2912 ext. 110.

“Jack and the Beanstalk.” A children’s 
musical. Yorktown Stage, 1974 Commerce 
St., Yorktown Heights. 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
Children: $13. Adults: $15. Info and tickets: 
914-962-0606 or visit www.yorktownstage.
org. 

Learn and Practice Bridge. Instructor 
Joel Goren will work with new and 
returning players. North Castle Public 
Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 1 to 3 p.m. Free. Meets every 
Saturday in March. Info: 914-273-3889.

Wolf Tails for Kids: Mythology of 
a Predator. This program discusses 

the relationship between the wolves 
and humans of the past. Guests will be 
introduced to various wolf mythologies 
and have a chance to create their own 
and share, if desired. Then, guests will 
visit the center’s ambassador wolves. Wolf 
Conservation Center, South Salem. 2 p.m. 
Adults: $13. Children: (under 12): $11. 
Pre-registration required. Info and pre-
registration: Visit www.nywolf.org.

Exhibit Opening: 1 Camera, 2 Hours, 
How Many Plastic Bags? A special 
documentary art exhibit featuring a 
collaborative project by high school 
students from all over Westchester who 
are taking on the challenge to photograph 
as many plastic bags on the loose in their 
environment as they can with just 1 camera 
in 2 hours. Greenburgh Nature Center, 
99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 4:30 p.m. 
Free. Exhibit runs through April 30. To 
participate in the project and/or contribute 
artwork, contact Braeden Cohen at 
bcohen@greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Friends of the Hibernians Dinner 
Dance. Full buffet dinner, beer, wine, 
soda, cash bar and entertainment by the 
Jimmy Gallagher Band. Canned food will 
be collected at the dinner as part of the 
annual Hibernian Hunger Project and 
donated to a area food pantry. Mount 
Kisco American Legion, 1 Legion Way 
(near routes 117 and 133), Mount Kisco. 
6:30 to 11:30 p.m. $40. Children (12 and 
under): $12.50. Info and reservations: 
Contact Kevin Galvin at 914-242-5060 or 
visit www.AOHDIV16.org.  

“Out of Time.” A soul-stirring, 
multimedia collaboration linking two 
monumental works of art and music about 
time, loss, devotion and remembrance. 
Surrounded by painter Cleve Gray’s 
enormous, multi-paneled installation, 
“Threnody,” commissioned by the 
Neuberger Museum, the internationally 
acclaimed Music from Copland House 
ensemble performs composer Olivier 
Messiaen’s “Quartet for the End of Time.” 
Followed by a reception with the artists. 
Neuberger Museum of Art, 735 Anderson 
Hill Rd., Purchase. 7:30 p.m. Museum 
members and Friends of Copland House: 
$25. Non-members:$35. Info and tickets: 
914-251-6125.

Sunday, March 2
Church Service. St. John’s Episcopal 

Church, 8 Sunnyside Ave., Pleasantville. 
Rite I Holy Eucharist at 8 a.m. Rite III, a 
service geared toward families with young 
children at 9:15 a.m. Rite II Choral Service 
Holy Eucharist at 10:45 a.m. Every Sunday. 
Info: 914-769-0053.

Teaching Trails: A Community Path 
for Environmental Education. Join 
guided trail experience through the 
woodland forest. Discover who left that 
track, which tree makes the best animal 
home or which plant makes its own 
heat to help melt through the late winter 

ice. Program runs about 30 minutes. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 11:30 a.m. Free. Meets 
every Sunday. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit 
www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Arctic Fest: Wings and Wolves. Guests 
will learn about the harsh habitat that some 
very special animals call home. Master 
falconer Brian Bradley of Skyhunters in 
Flight will present his beautiful feathered 
ambassadors that call the high arctic home 
and will do a flight demonstration. Guests 
will also visit the center’s resident wolves 
and enjoy hot beverages in our woodstove-
heated classroom. Dress for cold weather. 
Wolf Conservation Center, South Salem. 
Noon. $20. Space limited; pre-registration 
required. Info and pre-registration: Visit 
www.nywolf.org.

Sugaring Sundays. From tapping to 
collecting, boiling to bottling, Teatown’s 
naturalists will be in Warren’s sugarhouse 
sharing facts and folklore about this sweet 
time of year. All welcome. Teatown Lake 
Reservation, 1600 Spring Valley Rd., 
Ossining. 1, 2 and 3 p.m. Members: Free. 
Non-members: $5. Also March 2 and 9. 
Pre-registration required. Info and pre-
registration: 914-762-2912. ext. 110.

Learn and Play Mah Jongg. Led by 
instructor Regina Klenosky. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 1 to 2:30 p.m. Free. Meets every 
Sunday in March. Info: 914-273-3889.

Nature Story Time. Let your 
imagination run wild with this fun nature-
themed story time. Be engaged with a 
story, a live animal and nature activity. 
Best for children three to six years old. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 2 p.m. Members: $5. Non-
members: $8. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit 
www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Parent/Child Book Discussion. Great 
books, lively discussion and delicious 
snacks. For children in grades 3-4; with an 
adult. Booklist available in the Children’s 
Room. Chappaqua Public Library, 195 
S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 2 p.m. Free. 
Info: 914-238-4779.

Rhythms of the World. The husband-
and-wife duo of Judy Handler and Mark 
Levesque blend Brazilian, Latin, Gypsy, 
jazz, classical and folk music influences 
to create their unique, expressive 
arrangements. Mount Pleasant Public 
Library, 350 Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 2 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-769-0548 ext. 215.

“The Short Happy Life of Francis 
Macomber.” Voice actor Alan Sklar reads 
Hemingway’s story about how a wealthy 
American playboy reacts when his life is 
in danger in Kenya. North Castle Public 
Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East., 
Armonk. 3 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3889.

Argentine Tango Dances. Great music 
and dancing on a 3,500-square-foot 
dance floor. Enjoy a pleasant time with 
friends. Refreshments served. Broadway 
26 Dance, 26 Broadway, Hawthorne. 3 to 

6 p.m. $12. Also the third Saturday of each 
month from 8 p.m. to midnight. $16. Info: 
914-725-3023 or 914-484-5101 or e-mail 
sampelayo@optonline.net.

Opening Reception for “Notable 
Neighbors in New Castle.” New Castle 
has been home to many notable residents, 
past and present, who have made an 
impact locally and nationally. The exhibit 
highlights some of these people who have 
lived in town. Horace Greeley House, 100 
King St., Chappaqua. 4 to 7 p.m. Free. 
Exhibit runs until January 2015. Exhibit 
open Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays 
and Saturdays from 1 to 4 p.m. or by 
appointment. Info and appointments: 914-
238-4666 or visit www.newcastlehs.org.

Monday, March 3
Veterans Roundtable. Informal 

discussion and camaraderie among 
members and public service projects. 
Clinton Street Center, 1A Clinton St., 
Pleasantville. 1 to 2 p.m. Free. Meets every 
Monday. Info: 914-769-2021.

Stories and More. Stories and snacks. For 
children in grades K-3. Chappaqua Public 
Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 
4:30 p.m. Free. Every Monday. Info: 914-
238-4779 or www.chappaqualibrary.org.

Jandon Business of the Arts 
Distinguished Lecture. Ben Cameron, 
program director for the arts at the Doris 
Duke Charitable Foundation, will be 
the featured speaker. Kicks off a series 
of events focused on entrepreneurship 
in the arts. Performing Arts Center at 
SUNY Purchase, 735 Anderson Hill Rd., 
Purchase. Pre-lecture reception at 5 p.m. 
Lecture at 6:30 p.m. Free. Info: Contact 
Kristina Bicher at 914-251-4456.

Telephone Support Group for Women 
With Metastatic Breast Cancer. This 
new Support Connection group offers 
the opportunity to share information 
and experiences with women across the 
country who are living with breast cancer. 
Share information and experiences. 
Confidentially discuss concerns and gain 
support from others who understand 
from the comfort of home.  Open to 
women nationwide living with recurrent, 
advanced stage or metastatic breast cancer. 
7 p.m. Free. Meets the first Monday of 
every month. Pre-registration required. 
Info and pre-registration: Contact Support 
Connection at 914-962-6402 or 800-532-
4290.

Key Factors in College Admission 
Decisions. Robert Cummings of Dunbar 
Educational Consultants will discuss 
the factors that colleges weigh in their 
admission decisions and how high school 
students should best prepare for their 
college admission process. Katonah Village 
Library, 26 Bedford Rd., Katonah. 7 p.m. 
Free. RSVP recommended. RSVP: 914-
232-3508 or email katref@wlsmail.org. 
Info: Visit www.katonahlibrary.org/teens/
programs.

continued from page 18
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High cholesterol is a major 
risk factor for cardiovascular 
disease – including heart 
attack and stroke -- which 
will affect half of all men and 
one-third of women. 

Understanding cholesterol 
and its role in heart disease, 
and taking simple steps 
to achieve safe levels, are 
vital investments in your 
heart’s health and your own 
longevity. It’s never too early, 
or too late, to take charge of 
this key aspect of your health. What’s 
important is to start today.

Cholesterol is a type of fat. With all 
the grim news about it, you may be 
surprised to learn it’s naturally produced 
by your body, and required for essential 
bodily functions, such as building cells. 
Your second source of cholesterol is the 
foods you eat, mainly animal fats. 

Cholesterol is carried through your 
body by little packages of protein and 
cholesterol, called lipoproteins. There 
are two types: high-density lipoprotein 
(HDL), often called “good” cholesterol; 
and low-density lipoprotein (LDL), often 
called “bad” cholesterol. Over time, if 
too much LDL cholesterol is circulating 
in your body, it starts to build up in 

the form of a hard structure 
called plaque, in the walls of 
arteries throughout the body, 
but mostly in arteries by the 
heart and those that feed the 
brain. 

Plaque causes artery 
walls to thicken, leading 
to a condition called 
atherosclerosis or hardening 
of the arteries. As artery 
walls thicken, the vessels 
narrow restricting the flow 
of oxygen-rich blood to the 

heart or brain. Atherosclerosis is the 
leading cause of heart attacks and stroke. 

Here’s what happens: If an artery 
becomes 100 percent blocked, blood 
supply is cut off, and the portion of the 
heart muscle that relies on that artery 
dies. This is a heart attack. The same 
process leads to a stroke, except in this 
case, the total blockage occurs in the 
carotid artery, which supplies blood to 
the brain. 

By contrast, HDL cholesterol helps the 
body get rid of excess LDL cholesterol. 
It actually neutralizes the toxicity that 
makes LDL so damaging to your arterial 
walls. 

Think of it this way: LDL is a delivery 
truck bringing all those nasty fats to your 

arteries. HDL is the garbage truck that 
comes and takes all the bad stuff away.  

You can have dangerously high LDL 
cholesterol and be symptom-free. Here’s 
why: Plaque builds up in artery walls 
slowly, starting as early as age 20. But 
you don’t begin to develop symptoms 
of chest discomfort – angina – until the 
blood vessel is 70 percent blocked. So 
your vessel can be 65 percent blocked, 
but because it’s not causing enough 
restriction of the blood to the heart, you 
don’t know it, and neither does your 
doctor. 

Plaque caused by high LDL is called 
unstable. It is vulnerable to rupture at 
any time, breaking open and releasing 
its contents into the bloodstream. Now 

the contents of the plaque – all that 
cholesterol and other fats – form a 
blood clot in the artery wall. And the 
patient instantaneously goes from, let’s 
say, 65 percent blockage to 100 percent 
blockage causing a massive heart attack. 
One minute, the patient had absolutely 
no idea anything was wrong. The next 
minute, he’s fighting for his life. 

Dr. Robert Pilchik is chief of cardiology 
at Northern Westchester Hospital in 
Mount Kisco. He was ranked a Top 
Doctor  by the Castle Connolly healthcare 
research firm, and named a Best Doctor 
by Westchester Magazine. For more 
information, call 914-666-1200 or visit 
www.nwhc.net.

The opening reception for 
the New Castle Historical 
Society’s newest exhibit 
“Notable Neighbors in New 
Castle,” will be held this 
Sunday, March 2 from 4 to 7 
p.m. reception for “Notable 
Neighbors in New Castle” at 
the Horace Greeley House 
located at 100 King St. in 
Chappaqua.  

New Castle has been favored 
with many notable residents, 
past and present, who have 
made an impact locally 
and nationally. Producers, 
directors, actors, and writers have found 
New Castle an ideal spot to live. Did you 
know that Peter Berg, director of “Lone 
Survivor,” grew up in Chappaqua? Or 
that three members of the famous Arkin 
family graduated from Horace Greeley 
High School? Or that Broadway actress 
Kelli O’Hara lives in town?

Outstanding scientists from home and 
abroad have resided here while working 
with IBM and other research companies. 
Business executives of major companies, 
sports figures of national recognition, 
musicians, and politicians have also 
made New Castle home. Did you know 
that David Da-I Ho, a prominent AIDS 
researcher, pet food company founder 
Paul Iams, Carrie Chapman Catt, a 

famous suffragette, Nobel Prize winner 
Leo Esaki and folk singers Woody and 
Arlo Guthrie all called this community 
home?

This exhibit highlights some of these 
people who have lived in New Castle. 
While it is impossible to include everyone 
in our limited space, our “Notables 
Notebook” includes the entire list to date. 
If anyone has been omitted, please let us 
know.

Other hours when the exhibit may 
be viewed are  Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 
Thursdays and Saturdays from 1 to 4 
p.m. or by appointment at 914-238-4666. 
The exhibit will continue through mid 
January 2015. 

For more information, visit www.
newcastlehs.org.

1. viddy (v.)
   A) to find  B) worry   C) see

2. droog (n.)
   A) authority figure  B) friend   C) pet

3. gazetta (n.)
   A) newspaper  B) television   C) music

4. razdaz (v.)
   A) to annoy  B) sing   C) call out

5. baddiwad (adj.)
   A) filthy  B) naughty   C) loud

6. zasnoot (v.)
   A) to walk  B) thrash  C) sleep

7. horrorshow (adj.)
   A) very small  B) very lonely   C) very well

8. rooker (n.)
   A) arm  B) leg   C) face

Like Clockwork. The English author Anthony Burgess was born on Feb. 25, 1917. To mark his 
birth anniversary, the words this week come from the Nadsat language Burgess created for the 
dystopian novella “A Clockwork Orange,” which was published in 1962. Perhaps a few of the 
words this week will give you radosty (that’s Nadsat for delight). 

THERE’S A WORD FOR IT
A vocabulary-building quiz  

By Edward Goralski

ANSWERS:
1. C. To perceive; to see
2. B. Friend 
3. A. Journal; newspaper
4. A. To annoy; to irritate; to exasperate 

5. B. Mischievous; naughty 
6. C. To sleep
7. C. All right; very well
8. A. Hand; arm; forearm

NWH Can Help You Recover Faster 

Learning About Cholesterol Can Mean Living Longer

You’ve had a heart attack or heart surgery, or you need to manage risk factors 
linked to heart disease, such as high cholesterol, high blood pressure or being 
overweight...and you’re rarin’ to get back to your life. Northern Westchester Hos-
pital’s nationally recognized Cardiac Rehabilitation Program offers the “full pack-
age,” including medically-monitored exercise customized to your needs, counsel-
ing with dieticians, and support for you and your family. Not only recover faster, 
but learn how to maintain good heart health for the rest of your life. 

Northern Westchester Hospital’s comprehensive cardiac rehabilitation program 
has been recognized by the American Association of Cardiovascular and Pulmo-
nary Rehabilitation for enhancing standards of care.

To learn more, call 914-458-8700 or visit www.NwhRehab.org

By Dr. Robert Pilchik

Opening of New Castle Historical Society’s 
‘Notable Neighbors’ Exhibit This Sunday

Actor and director Jose Ferrer and singer/songwriter Dar 
Williams are two of  the many ‘Notable Neighbors’ featured at 
the New Castle Historical Society’s new exhibition at the Horace 
Greeley House in Chappaqua.
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adoption
ADOPTION: Unplanned Pregnancy? 
Caring local licensed adoption agency 
provides financial and emotional support. 
Choose from loving pre-approved fami-
lies. Habla Espanol.  Call Joy  1-914-939-
1180 or confidential email: Adopt@Forev-
erFamiliesThroughAdoption.org

auctions
AUCTION CHEMUNG COUNTY 
REAL PROPERTY TAX FORECLO-
SURES. 150+ Properties, Wednesday, 
March 26 @ 11AM. Holiday Inn, Elmira, 
NY. 800-243-0061 HAR, Inc. & AAR, Inc. 
Free brochure: www.NYSAUCTIONS.
com

Buy or sell at AARauctions.com. Con-
tents of homes, businesses, vehicles and 
real estate. Bid NOW! AARauctions.com 
Lights, Camera, Auction. No longer the 
best kept secret.

auto donations
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

classic cars WantEd
Classic Cars Wanted!! 1950-1960 Cadil-
lacs. Especially 1959ís & any convertibles. 
Will consider Buicks, Chevrolets & other 

makes & models. (Finders fee paid) Call/
Text Steve @ 315- 863- 1600 or Email: 
eldo1959@live.com

divorcE
DIVORCE $349 - Uncontested divorce 
papers prepared. Includes poor person 
application/waives government fees, if ap-
proved. One signature required. Separa-
tion agreements available. Make Divorce
Easy - 518-274-0380.

drivErs
Job Opportunities in our owner opera-
tor fleet: Shuttle fleet, drop & hook $3,000 
sign-on bonus: $1.52 avg/all miles. Call 
800-525-3029 or visit www.driveatlas.
com/shuttle

For salE
Privacy Hedges- SPRING Blowout Sale 6' 
Arborvitae (cedar) Regular $129 Now $59 
Beautiful, Nursery Grown. FREE Installa-
tion/FREE delivery 518-536-1367 www.
lowcosttrees.com Limited Supply!

HEaltH
PELVIC/ TRANSVAGINAL MESH? Did 

you undergo transvaginal placement of 
mesh for pelvic organ prolapse or stress 
urinary incontinence between 2005 and 
the present? If the mesh caused compli-
cations, you may be entitled to compen-
sation. Call Charles H.Johnson Law and 
speak with female staff members 1-800-
535-5727

HElp WantEd
PARISH SECRETARY, St. John’s Episco-
pal Church, Pleasantville is in search of 
a technologically savvy, self-motivated, 
part-time parish secretary.  Please, see our 
web-site for a complete job description:  
stjohnspleasantville.org.  You may send 
your resume to The Rev Mary B. Grego-
rius at mothermarystjohns@gmail.com

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here! Get 
FAA approved Aviation Maintenance 
Technician training. Financial aid for 
qualified students Housing available. Job 
placement assistance. Call AIM 866-296-
7093

AIRLINES ARE HIRING! Train for 
hands on Aviation Career. FAA approved 
program. Financial aid if qualified- Job 
placement assistance. CALL Aviation In-
stitute of Maintenance 866-296-7093

HomE improvEmEnt
HAS YOUR BUILDING SHIFTED OR 
SETTLED? Contact Woodford Brothers 
Inc, for straightening, leveling, foundation 
and wood frame repairs at 1-800-OLD-
BARN. www.woodfordbros.com. "Not 
applicable in Queens county"

land WantEd
3 COUNTY LAND LIQUIDATION! 
UPSTATE NY 21 TRACTS, 5-147 acres 
from $14,900 Southern TIER-CATSKILL 
MOUNTAINS- CAPITAL REGION! 
State Land, Ponds, Streams, Views! Spe-
cial financing & incentives! Call today for 
free info packet: (888)905-8847 newyork-
landandlakes.com

miscEllanEous
MATH TEACHER PART-TIME High 
School level Math for SAT Prep Sunday 
evenings in Pawling $23-40 per hour 
Call 845-638-2826 

SAWMILLS from only $4897.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship. FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

mortgagEs
Ready to buy a home? We are ready to 
help. The State of NY Mortgage agency 
offers up to $15,000 down payment as-
sistance. www.sonyma.org. 1-800-382-
HOME(4663).

out oF statE rEal EstatE
Sebastian, Florida Affordable custom 
factory constructed homes $45,900+, 
Friendly community, No Real Estate or 
State Income Taxes ,minutes to Atlantic 
Ocean. 772-581-0080, www.beach-cove.
com. Limited seasonal rentals

pEts
18-MONTH-OLD ADOR-
ABLE DOG NEEDS A 
LOVING HOME.  “Chico” 
was found on the streets of 
Puerto Rico last week after 

being severely neglected and will be arriv-
ing in NY next week.  He is fully vaccinat-
ed and neutered and needs a permanent 
place to stay.  Contact Beth at 203-240-
6521.

WantEd
NY COMIC BOOK MARKETPLACE, 
THIS SATURDAY, 3/1 NEW YORKER 
HOTEL, CORNER OF 8TH AVE AND 
34TH STREET NYC. 100's OF DEAL-
ERS/ ARTESTS/ CELEBRITIES. BUY-
ING/ SELLING COMIC BOOKS/COL-
LECTIBLES NYCBM.COM Comic books 
to sell! Call MIKE: 800-273-0312

WantEd
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry, 
books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT
914-654-1683

CASH for Coins! Buying ALL Gold & Sil-
ver. Also Stamps & Paper Money, Entire 
Collections, Estates. Travel to your home. 
Call Marc in NY 1-800-959-3419

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR

OverÊ500ÊVacationÊHomes,Ê
fromÊDuckÊtoÊCorolla,Ê

OceanfrontÊtoÊSoundfront,Ê
PrivateÊPools,ÊHotÊTubs,Ê

PetsÊandÊMoreÉ

rindley
each

V A C A T I O N S Ê & Ê S A L E S

BookÊOnlineÊatÊÊwww.brindleybeach.com
1-877-642-3224

Ò S E R V I C E Ê F I R S TÉ Ê F U N ÊA LWAY S ! Ó

Outer Banks, NC Vacation Homes!Outer Banks, NC Vacation Homes!

To Place a Classified Ad 
call 914-864-0878
or e-mail classifieds

@theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication
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By Andy Jacobs
Along the baseline, away from the 

mayhem taking place at center court last 
Thursday night, Fox Lane senior guard 
James Morales began a slow and painful 
walk back to the bench, tears welling up in 
his eyes. Teammate Nicky Bonura found 
him amid all the chaos and quickly offered 
a long embrace. 

Just seconds earlier, the magical season 
for Morales, Bonura and the rest of the 
Foxes had come to a devastating conclusion 
in the quarterfinals of the Section 1, Class 
AA playoffs. The visiting Mahopac Indians 
emerged with a suspense-filled 70-66 
overtime victory, sending their large and 
giddy student  cheering section racing onto 
the floor to celebrate at midcourt. 

“It’s been a great season,” said Bonura 
shortly after finishing the final game of his 
varsity career. “I just can’t believe it came to 
an end. But we ran into a great team. They 
played well. They made the plays that win 
games.”

It was Bonura who helped rescue the 
fourth-seeded Foxes earlier in the evening 
when fifth-seeded Mahopac began the 
game with a 7-0 run. He scored Fox Lane’s 
first 11 points, making three consecutive 
3-pointers, and by the end of the first 
quarter the Indians’ lead had been chipped 
to 18-15.

“Nicky, that’s what he does,” said Morales. 
“He’s a shooter. When he started to shoot, 
the lane opened up and we got to the 
hoop more. I think we had more intensity 
throughout the game.”

“All year, Nicky’s been that way,” said Fox 
Lane coach Chris Violante. “You know, a 
knockdown shooter, plays with so much 
confidence. That’s what I love about him.”

With an overflowing crowd that spilled 
into every corner of the gym looking on, the 
Foxes evened the game 17 seconds into the 
second quarter on a 3-pointer by Will Paul. 
A layup by Andrew Redhead 35 seconds 
later gave Fox Lane its first lead of the 
evening, but a pair of treys from Glen Janik, 
one of three Indians to finish the game with 
at least 20 points, helped Mahopac quickly 
regain its edge. 

Morales, who wound up with a game-
high 23 points, connected on a short jumper 
two seconds before halftime, but the Indians 
still held a 37-32 lead at intermission. 
Morales scored nine of his points in the 
third quarter, which ended with back-to-
back baskets by Matt Redhead and Morales, 
enabling the Foxes to take their first lead, 
50-49, since early in the second period.

There were five lead changes in the first 
four minutes of the final quarter as the 
two evenly matched teams battled for the 
right to face top-seeded Mount Vernon in 
a week’s time at the Westchester County 
Center. When Andrew Redhead nailed a 
3-pointer two minutes into the quarter to 

give the Foxes a 53-51 edge, Janik answered 
right back with another 3-pointer to put 
Mahopac in front.

With 5:05 left on the clock, Morales, 
hanging in the air with two Indians draped 
all over him and the shot clock about to 
expire, sent a pass across the lane to Jordan 
Pasetsky for a layup that put the Foxes up by 
a point. The Indians responded with baskets 
from Ryan Simone and R.J. Martinez before 
Fox Lane went high-low to get the ball 
underneath to Matt Redhead for another 
layup with 3:05 remaining. 

A put-back basket by Aidan Hynes gave 
Mahopac a 60-57 lead with 55 seconds 
to go, but Morales made one of two free 
throws 16 seconds later and then Andrew 
Redhead evened the contest by hitting two 
pressure-packed foul shots with 3.7 seconds 
left. Martinez, who scored a team-high 21 
points, misfired on a half-court heave at the 
buzzer and the teams headed for overtime to 
the delight of the Fox fans who had watched 
their team try to play catch-up most of the 
evening.

A Morales pull-up jumper on the Foxes’ 
first possession of the four-minute extra 
session gave Fox Lane a 62-60 lead. After 
a bucket by Simone and two foul shots by 
Martinez, Morales tied the game again with 
1:40 left by driving through the lane for a 
scoop shot in traffic. But Mahopac scored 
the game’s next six points, all at the line, 
to finally take control. A Morales driving 
attempt ended with the ball rolling off the 
rim and then he misfired on a 3-point try 
with the Foxes down by five in the last 10 
seconds. 

“We just missed free throws down the 
stretch,” said Violante, whose talented team 
finished 17-3 this season. “They got offensive 
rebounds down the stretch. It just seemed 
like in the fourth quarter we couldn’t get a 
stop. We pride ourselves all year defensively 
and we couldn’t get a stop. But I’m proud of 

these kids. We had a helluva year and no 
one can take that away from us.”

“These three years were special,” said 
Morales, who helped Fox Lane get to the 
County Center as a sophomore. “We went 
far every year, but just came up short. A 
great three years and I have no regrets.”

Asked what his coach had told them 
amid the gloom in the post-game locker 
room, Morales answered, “He said this 
group was very special to him, like 16 sons 
he had.”

“The best basketball game I’ve ever 
been a part of,” said Bonura. “Our fans 
were great all the way through the season. 
Tonight, they were even better than I could 

imagine. They (the Indians) had great fans 
too and, you know what, it was just a great 
high school basketball game to be a part 
of.”

Foxes’ Magical Season Ended by Mahopac in Overtime
ExaminerSports
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Dejected Fox Lane players James Morales (left) 
and Nicky Bonura walk off  the court moments 
after their season ended with an overtime loss to 
Mahopac.

Tommy Palmerton of  Fox Lane fights for a 
rebound with Mahopac’s Chris Esernio in the 
Class AA playoffs. 

Fox Lane’s Jordan Pasetsky scores a big basket 
in the fourth quarter of  last Thursday’s dramatic 
playoff  game against Mahopac.

Fox Lane’s Nicky Bonura connects on a 3-pointer 
in the first quarter of  Thursday’s playoff  game 
vs. Mahopac.

Andrew Redhead of  Fox Lane concentrates at the 
foul line before hitting the two clutch free throws 
that sent last week’s playoff  game to overtime.
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By Andy Jacobs
Just 59 seconds after the opening 

faceoff last Wednesday evening, Somers/
North Salem goalie Aidan Quaglino got 
the first hint of what he was in for as 
Horace Greeley forward Michael Yablon 
blasted a menacing lefty shot from just 
right of the crease. 

When Quaglino reached out and 
snatched the puck out of the air, the 
Quakers got their first hint of what they 
were in for.

Despite outshooting the Sabers 13-5 
in the opening period, Greeley found 
itself trailing by three goals and never 
recovered. Noah Hale scored three times 
and Mitch Lanyi twice as fourth-seeded 
Somers/North Salem defeated the fifth-
seeded Quakers 5-2 in a Section 1, 
Division 2 quarterfinal playoff game at 
Brewster Ice Arena. 

“Unfortunately, this has been sort of 
a motif for our season, a pattern for our 
season, where we dominate play, or we’re 
getting the better of the play, and then 
we make one mistake or get one bad 
bounce and the puck ends up in our net,” 
said Quakers coach Zach Dargaty after 
his team had outshot the winners by a 
whopping 40 to 15 margin. 

Seeking to reach the Division 2 
semifinals for a second successive 
season, the Quakers peppered the 
Sabers’ goal with shots early and often. 
Sam Mishkind, who scored five goals in 
Greeley’s 10-1 rout of Brewster in the 
opening round, sent a wrist shot from 
the right point towards Quaglino a 
minute and a half into the contest. 

Mishkind would soon get two other 
chances a minute apart. Following a 
Quaker faceoff win, he was turned aside 
in front of the cage. Another Mishkind 
shot from near the right slot with 9:27 left 
in the period sailed wide of the net past 
Quaglino, a sophomore who finished the 
night with a career-best 38 saves.

With 8:15 remaining in the first period, 
Somers/North Salem, despite being 
badly outplayed, got on the scoreboard 
first as Hale tallied the first of his three 
goals. The Quakers tried to retaliate, but 
Mishkind’s one-timer shot from the side 
of the crease was stopped by Quaglino 
midway through the period. 

The Sabers’ Lanyi increased his team’s 
lead to 2-0 with a goal off a quick counter 
rush at the 2:51 mark of the first period. 
A minute later, Quaglino turned aside 

a slap shot by Owen Gatto from the left 
point. With 1:05 to go, the Sabers’ lead 
grew to three goals as Hale deposited 
the puck behind Greeley goalie Nicholas 
Bright. 

“Their goalie did a great job and kept 
us out of the net and they capitalized 
on their chances,” said Dargaty. “I don’t 
think we were unprepared for the game. 
Obviously we came out and outshot them 
13 to 5. I don’t think they outplayed us, 
they ended up outscoring us. But, hats 
off to them. All that matters at the end is 
who won the game.”

The Quakers failed to take advantage 
of a power play early in the second 
period and then Somers/North Salem 
struck once more, getting another goal 
from Lanyi nearly five minutes in to 
stretch its lead to a commanding 4-0.

“At that point,” said Dargaty, “you’re 
just going ‘it’s one of those games.’ You’re 
just hoping the law of averages will 
eventually work in your favor.”

Late in the period, Mishkind got 
behind the Saber defense, but was 
thwarted on a breakaway.  Somers/
North Salem defenseman Alex Sheehy 
was whistled for hooking him and just 
six seconds into the power play, at 3:17, 
Scott Jakubowicz, who had four goals 
in the win over Brewster, finally got 
the Quakers on the board, assisted by 
Mishkind and Henry Girardi.

Greeley was even more relentless 
in the second period than in the first, 
outshooting the Sabers 18-4. But despite 
their dominance, the Quakers had been 
unable to make a dent in the three-goal 
advantage Somers/North Salem held 
after the first 15 minutes.

“I had a feeling it was gonna be a tough 
road back because we’d already put 31 
shots on and we only had one goal to 
show for it,” said Dargaty. “It’s 31-9 shots, 
but we’re losing 4-1. What do you tell the 
guys? I mean, you put 31 shots on the 
net, you expect to have more than one 
goal.”

Any thought of a miraculous third-
period Greeley comeback disappeared 
when Hale completed his hat trick by 
scoring a power-play goal with 10:28 to 
go. The Quakers’ Matt Zandi concluded 
the game’s scoring with 4:03 left on the 
clock, assisted by Mishkind and Dean 
Klein. But it was much too little and late 
and soon the Quakers were skating off 
the ice for the final time this season.

“Once you get down by three or four 
goals, it’s really tough,” said Dargaty, 
whose team finished the year  12-8-2. 
“I like the fact we played to the end. We 
scored with four minutes left. Our guys 
didn’t quit. It would’ve been real easy to 

say, ‘Hey, we’re done. Let’s just go through 
the motions.’ But guys were playing hard 
to the end. It wasn’t for a lack of effort. 
It wasn’t for a lack of determination. We 
had one of those nights.”

The loss to the Sabers brought an end 
to the Quaker careers of eight seniors, 
including defensemen Gatto, Klein and 
Jacob Sandor. While Dargaty isn’t sure 
what the future holds for his team, he 
does know what kind of impact his 
seniors made while wearing a Greeley 
uniform.

“I’d have to look it up, but they’re 
definitely one of the more successful 
senior classes we’ve had, “he said. “Five 
years ago, we weren’t competitive at 
all, and when they came in made us 
competitive and they helped really get 
this program going the right way. So my 
hat’s off to them.”

Greeley Hockey Team Ousted in the Sectionals by the Sabers
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Greeley’s Scott Jakubowicz tries to get a shot away in the Division 2 quarterfinals at Brewster Ice Arena 
last Wednesday night. The Quakers’ Sam Whitehouse unleashes a slap 

shot from the right point in last Wednesday’s 
quarterfinal playoff  game.

A disappointed Matt Zandi skates off  the ice 
following Horace Greeley’s 5-2 playoff  loss to the 
Sabers of  Somers/North Salem.

Greeley’s Sam Mishkind gets past the Somers/
North Salem defense during last week’s playoff  
game at Brewster Ice Arena.

Horace Greeley senior Owen Gatto sets up 
the Quaker offense from the blue line in last 
Wednesday’s sectional playoff  game.

Dean Klein of  Greeley shoots the puck while 
sprawled across the ice in last week’s Division 2 
playoff  game vs. Somers/North Salem.
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By Andy Jacobs
Carly Fanelli, Sabrina Panarese and 

Jackie Contento were all just midway 
through their final year of elementary 
school the last time a Briarcliff girls’ 
basketball team reached the Westchester 
County Center. 

Now freshmen on a youth-dominated 
Bears squad lacking a single senior, the 
three of them stepped onto the court 
last Tuesday afternoon and proceeded to 
turn their Section 1, Class B quarterfinal 
game against visiting Valhalla into a 
Viking nightmare. Combining to score 
42 points, they sparked the Bears to a 
59-32 rout of the Vikings and a berth in 
the semifinals against Woodlands at the 
County Center.

“I think we played our best game 
today,” said Bears coach Don Hamlin 
after his third-seeded team had provided 
him with the 300th victory of his 
distinguished career. “Hopefully we’re 
peaking at the right time. Our effort was 
tremendous.”

The Bears, who defeated Valhalla by 15 
points in the regular season two months 
ago, wasted no time taking command 
with the stakes now much higher. They 
scored the game’s first 10 points and 
kept the sixth-seeded Vikings off the 
scoreboard until Kaylie Dymek made an 
18-foot jumper nearly five minutes after 
the opening tip. By the end of the first 
quarter, Briarcliff ’s lead was 19-5 and 
Valhalla never got closer than 13 points 
the rest of the way.  

“They didn’t miss a shot,” said Vikings 
coach Stephen Boyer after witnessing 
the Bears’ onslaught. “As much as we 
tried to play man, zone, press, their 
team was prepared and they did a great 
job offensively. They’re very quick 
defensively and we struggled getting the 
ball toward the basket a little bit.”

A 3-pointer from beyond the top of the 
key by Brandi Coon early in the second 
quarter moved the Vikings to within 
21-8. But Panarese, who finished with 
a game-high 16 points, then scored on 
consecutive layups. Contento, providing 
seven of her 14 points in the period, 
made a 3-pointer with 2:50 remaining in 
the half and followed it with a runner off 
the glass that gave the Bears a 20-point 
lead. 

The second half began with Coon 
connecting on her third 3-pointer of 
the day and then teammate Mary Kelly 
making one of two foul shots that sliced 
the Briarcliff lead to 37-23. But the Bears, 
held scoreless over the first three minutes 
of the second half, all but sealed the 
outcome by going on a 13-0 spurt. The 
Bears’ Kelly Monaghan, a sophomore 
forward who finished with seven points, 
closed the quarter’s scoring with a 
baseline drive for a basket, enabling 
Briarcliff to take an overwhelming 52-25 
lead to the final period. 

Monaghan, Kelsey Simpson and 

Fanelli each scored a bucket as the Bears 
began the fourth quarter with a 6-0 run. 
The Vikings, who were led by Rachele 
Beckley’s 12 points, scored the game’s 
final seven points as Briarcliff, with 
victory already in hand, went scoreless 
for the last six minutes. 

“I thought the first time we played 
them, really the first time we played 
anybody all year, we just were a little off 
defensively,” said the Bears’ Hamlin. “I 
think we’re playing a lot better ‘D’ now. 
We’re creating turnovers for shots.”

Boyer thought the difference in the 
two games was like “night and day” as 
the Bears quickly gained the upper hand 
and never relinquished it.

“We’ve improved throughout the year 
tremendously and obviously so did they,” 
he said. “Briarcliff was the reason why we 
were uncomfortable with the ball. They 
were in our face. It wasn’t so much what 
we did. I think really they came out and 
took it to us.”

As a result, the Bears will be returning 
to the County Center, where, not that 
long ago, they seemed to be annual 
challengers for Class B’s Gold Ball. 

Contento, for one, can remember sitting 
up in the stands cheering on those 
Briarcliff teams and dreaming of the day 
she’d be playing on the same court.

“It’s crazy,” she said. “Ever since I 
was younger I always watched, like 
Brianna Reid and Savina Reid play at the 
County Center, and it’s just an amazing 
experience. Now as a freshman, I get to 
experience that. It’s just awesome.”

Had someone told Hamlin before the 
season that his team, with five freshmen 
and three sophomores, would be playing 
in the semifinals at the County Center, 
surely he would have scoffed at the 
notion. 

“I would’ve thought that was a 
stretch,” he said. “Honestly, our goal, 
being that young, was just to get better, 
just to keep getting better. And they 
did, so we achieved that. By this time of 
the season maybe they’re not freshmen 
anymore. Maybe they’ve grown up a 
little bit.”

Despite their lopsided loss, the 
Vikings, too, exceeded their coach’s 
expectations.

“We graduated nine seniors, so I 

wasn’t sure after the first or second 
game if they can compete,” said Boyer 
about his players. “But they were 
tremendous. They worked hard and our 
seniors kind of took over the team and 
got them positive and got them pointed 
in the right direction and we went on a 
big run. We were 32 minutes away from 
the County Center, so I told the girls 
that’s fantastic and you deserve all the 
credit.” 

Valhalla’s Mary Kelly tries to dribble around 
Briarcliff’s Kelsey Simpson during last Tuesday’s 
playoff  game.

Valhalla’s Sofia Mazza dribbles the ball while 
being guarded by Jackie Contento of  Briarcliff  in 
the sectional playoffs.

Kelly Monaghan of  Briarcliff  drives to the basket 
in the Bears’ playoff  victory over visiting Valhalla.

Grace Orr of  Briarcliff  and Colleen Kelly of  Valhalla 
set their sights on a rebound in the Bears’ playoff  
win over the Vikings.

Briarcliff’s Sabrina Panarese battles Valhalla’s 
Francesca Guzzo for a rebound in last Tuesday’s 
playoff  game.

Carly Fanelli of  Briarcliff  (left) and Kaylie Dymek 
of  Valhalla race for the ball in last Tuesday’s Class 
B quarterfinal playoff  game.
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Briarcliff Earns a Trip to the County Center by Routing the Vikings
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By Skip Pearlman
The Westlake girls’ basketball team 

knew right from the start of last 
Tuesday’s Class B quarterfinal that this 
was no ordinary No. 7 seed coming on to 
its home court. 

And the Woodlands girls proved that 
point by riding an 18-6 second-quarter 
run to a 64-52 victory over the No. 2 
Wildcats and moving on to the semifinals 
at the Westchester County Center.

Woodlands, which improved to 10-
10 with the win over Westlake, was 
scheduled to face No. 3 Briarcliff Tuesday 
at 6:30 p.m., with the winner advancing 
to the Class B championship game, set 
for noon on Saturday, March 1. 

Westlake had its way in the first 
quarter, hitting shots and racing to a 22-
15 lead after the first eight minutes. But 
Woodlands turned things around in the 
second – switching to a man defense, and 
dropping its 18-6 run on the Wildcats to 
grab a 33-28 halftime lead. 

Westlake came out of the locker room 
and tied the game with a pair of three’s, 
but from there, the Falcons maintained 
their edge in the second half, outscoring 
Westlake 15-12 and 16-13 in the third 
and fourth quarters, respectively. 

Woodlands’ superior athleticism 
allowed the Falcons to pull away in 
the final quarter, consistently forcing 
turnovers and outrebounding the host. 

Teshia Hyman’s two free throws with 
3:45 left put the Falcons up 55-45, and 
Woodlands extended the bulge to as 

many as 18 points (63-45).
Westlake coach Sean Mayer said he 

knew the game wouldn’t be a typical No. 
2 vs. No. 7 meeting. 

“Three (Imani Tilford) and four 
(seventh-grader Teshia Hyman) on 
Woodlands are tough, and they were on 
their game tonight,” Mayer said. “When 
that happens, and their other players 
chip in as well, Woodlands is a tough 

team to beat. That’s what happened 
tonight. Tilford and Hyman were just on 
fire and their teammates finished down 
low, they did some good things. So when 
we went to double them, their teammates 
got open looks. 

“We hung with them, we played them 
tough, and I’m very proud of our girls,” 
Mayer added. “We were the No. 2 seed, 
but Woodlands is not a No. 7 seed… 
everyone in the paper had Woodlands 
winning this game tonight… it’s not your 
typical seven seed.”

It was Tilford – Woodlands’ senior 
team captain - who was nearly 
unstoppable, leading the Falcons with 
27 points and 11 rebounds. Hyman was 
just as explosive, adding 25 points and 
grabbing 12 caroms. Lourdess Turner 
added 10 points. 

“I think it was a very competitive 
game,” Woodlands coach Tyron Postell 
said. “I think our conditioning and 
intensity kicked in in the second half. But 

getting to the County Center feels great, 
especially with the makeup of this team. 
They’re dedicated to working hard and 
getting better. We have nine first-year 
varsity players on this team, and they get 
their work ethic, and learn, from Imani.”

Tilford didn’t let her team down 
on this night, repeatedly penetrating 
the Westlake defense with a lethal 
combination of speed and power. 

Tilford was thrilled to reach the 
County Center in her senior year. “It’s 
great,” she said moments after the game. 
“At the beginning, I didn’t really think 
we could do it, but in the middle we 
started picking it up, so I’m really proud. 
Tonight, they were playing aggressive 
at the beginning of the game, but in the 
second half we came out a whole different 
team. We played harder defense, we got 
back, we executed and we ran our plays.”

Faith Lovett led Westlake (14-9) with 
15 points, all on 3-point baskets. Lauren 
Holzer added nine points. 

Despite the loss, Mayer said 
the Wildcats had a season worth 
remembering.

“The girls had a phenomenal year,” 
he said. “We won the league, won 14 
games, played a lot of close games, some 
overtime games. To get to a No. 2 seed 
was great. It’s a little disappointing now, 
but the girls did a great job.”

Westlake Girls Ousted in the Class B Playoffs by Woodlands 
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Natalie Alfieri (1) of  Westlake goes to the hoop in 
quarterfinal loss to Woodlands last week.
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By Andy Jacobs
When the Briarcliff boys’ basketball team 

began the second half of last Tuesday’s 
Section 1, Class B quarterfinal playoff 
game with a pair of free throws from Jack 
Reish and a bucket by Jeff Blair to move 
within three points of host Irvington, it 
seemed maybe, just maybe, the Bears were 
on the brink of earning themselves a trip to 
the Westchester County Center. 

But the top-seeded Bulldogs went on a 
pair of 10-0 runs, one in the third quarter 
and one in the fourth, to emphatically 
put an end to ninth-seeded Briarcliff ’s 
dream of an upset. Kevin Tierney, Andrew 
Brennan and Jon Goldreich combined to 
score 40 points as Irvington routed the 
Bears 58-34 and moved on to Monday’s 
sectional semifinals in White Plains. 

“We tell these guys,” said Bears coach 
Cody Moffett afterwards, “whenever you 
go on the road, you’re not gonna get the 
benefit of calls, especially when you’re 
playing at the number one seed’s house. 
You have to fight through it. And I think 
today was a prime example of that.”

The Bears, who had gone on the road 
to edge Valhalla in the tourney’s opening 
round, found themselves trailing by just 
two points at the end of the first quarter 
thanks to two baskets by Blair and one 
3-pointer apiece from Reish and Alquan 
Phillip. But Tierney scored nine of his 
game-high 15 points in the second period, 

including the last five of the half, and 
Irvington built a 24-17 lead at intermission. 

Just 15 seconds into the second half, 
though, Reish provided the Bears with 
two points from the foul line. Blair soon 
followed with his third basket of the 
game and suddenly Briarcliff was just one 
possession away from evening the contest. 

But Reish and Blair never scored again 
the rest of the evening and the Bulldogs 
quickly began to take command. 

They scored 10 points in succession, in 
under two minutes, starting with a top-
of-the-key 3-pointer by Brennan. A pair 
of long outlet passes by Adrian Valdes led 
to back-to-back layups by Brennan and 
Goldreich.  The Bears’ Malik White ended 
the run with two free throws with 2:48 
to go in the third quarter, but a foul shot 
by Scott Eisland and a put-back by Mike 
Macchia soon stretched the Irvington lead 
to 14 points. 

The Bears’ Josiah Cobbs scored a couple 
of late baskets, but the third quarter ended 
with the Bulldogs leading 42-28. White 
made a steal early in the fourth and went 
in for a layup, but Irvington then went on 
its second 10-0 spurt, getting five of the 
points from Goldreich, and it was obvious 
the Bears’ season was all but finished. 

“Irvington, they’re a tough team,” said 
Moffett. “They’re physical, they finish 
well, they play together, they’re smart. We 
played with ‘em at home. We lost at the 
buzzer. Today, we just couldn’t make shots. 
On the wrong side of a couple of calls and 
things start to fall apart. Whenever you 
go against the number one seed, you can’t 
give ‘em easy baskets. Take away some of 
those easy baskets in that third quarter and 
maybe our energy’s a little different. Maybe 
our shots are falling.”

With his first season at the Bears’ helm 
now over, Moffett, whose entire starting 
lineup returns next year, can step back and 
assess what needs to be done for the Bears 
to keep climbing.

“Everything is a learning experience,” he 
said. “One thing that I pride myself on is 
getting better. Now that my first year is in 
the book, I’m just gonna go back and try 
and get better for year two and try and 
advance further. You know, try to get these guys to the County Center.”
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Irvington Steps Up in the Second Half to Rout the Bears

Briarcliff  guard Jack Reish puts up a runner in the 
Bears’ quarterfinal playoff  game at Irvington High 
School.

Bears center Sean Crowley shoots a short jumper 
last Tuesday evening vs. top-seeded Irvington.

Jeff  Blair of  Briarcliff  drives the left baseline past 
Irvington’s Mike Macchia in the Section 1, Class 
B playoffs.

Briarcliff’s Josiah Cobbs gets into the lane for a 
shot between two Irvington defenders in last 
week’s Class B quarterfinal playoff  game.

Briarcliff’s Alquan Phillip handles the ball in the 
first half  of  last week’s quarterfinal playoff  game 
vs. the Bulldogs.

Quakers Defeat Ursuline
in Class AA Quarterfinal

Samantha Srinivasan scored 17 points 
and Lauren Brown added 16 as the fourth-
seeded Horace Greeley girls’ basketball 
team beat fifth-seeded Ursuline in the 
quarterfinals of the Section 1, Class AA 
tournament.

The Quakers, now headed to the West-
chester County Center for the first time in 
10 years, built a 10-point lead late in the 
first quarter. But Ursuline outscored them 
18-11 in the second quarter and the score 
was tied at 34 apiece at halftime.

Greeley led by two points heading to the 
final quarter and held the lead down the 
stretch to earn a berth in the semifinals on 
Thursday night against top-seeded Ossin-
ing. 

Right: Horace Greeley’s Lauren 
Brown passes the ball in the first 
half  of  last Thursday’s Class AA 
playoff  game.

Greeley guard Sam Srinivasan shoots the 
ball during the Quakers’ playoff  win vs. 
visiting Ursuline last week.
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Fox Lane Guard James Morales
Dribbles the Ball to the Basket
in Thursday’s Overtime Thriller
Against the Mahopac Indians

Drama in the Sectionals
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