
By Janine Bowen
Imagine Alex Trebek reading the 

following clue: A former Pleasantville 
resident who has won nearly $200,000 
on “Jeopardy!” in multiple appearances 
during the past two decades. 

The correct answer: Who is Leszek 
Pawlowicz? 

Pawlowicz, 56, who lived in 
Pleasantville from 1960 until he left for 
college in 1975, is one of the top winners 
in the game show’s history, winning 
$180,400 since his first appearance in 
1991. 

“I think everyone who goes on the 
show has the hope that they’re going 
to win at least one game. And I was 
very happy when I did that, but I was 
honestly more than a little bit surprised 

By Martin Wilbur
It may be another two months before 

the developer of the Chappaqua affordable 
housing project will learn whether 
required variances to move forward with 
construction will be granted by the state.

Representatives of Conifer Realty chose 
last week to wait until the regional board 
of the state Board of Review meets again 
in April before a vote is taken on whether 
to approve eight variances for the 28-unit 
Chappaqua Station on Hunts Place. The 
variances are needed for Conifer to obtain 
a building permit.

The delay was forced at the board’s 
Feb. 11 meeting at Cortlandt Town Hall 
when only three of the five members were 
present. A minimum of three votes is 
needed for approval.

Acting Board Chairman Marco 
Gennerelli informed Conifer 
representatives at the start of the meeting 
that since two members were absent they 
could elect to adjourn until the board 
reconvenes. Its next meeting has been 
scheduled for April 8.

The variances, which deal mainly with 
code and fire safety, are also crucial for 
Conifer to secure Westchester County 
funding since the units would count 
toward the county’s housing settlement 
with the federal government, said 
Board of Legislators Chairman Michael 
Kaplowitz (D-Somers). 

In December, a Board of Legislators 
measure failed by a 9-8 margin to approve 
a potpourri of county funding, in large 
part because a majority of lawmakers 

Use of Town-owned Land, 
Special District Considered
By Martin Wilbur

North Castle officials plan to explore 
several options to increase parking in 
downtown Armonk to alleviate the 
growing demand for spaces in the heart 
of the hamlet’s business district.

Last week the town board rekindled 
discussion about the possibility of 
converting about an acre of municipal 
property across the brook at the end 
of Kent Place and the area behind the 
Hergenhan Recreation Center into 
additional parking.

The board instructed Director of 
Planning Adam Kaufman to begin 
the process of conducting a  study to 
determine whether the Kent Place land, 

the more challenging of the two sites, 
would be feasible to turn into a parking 
area. A culvert would likely need to be 
built to traverse the brook plus there are 
town regulated wetlands, he said.

In addition, the town will once 
again inquire whether Verizon may 
be interested in selling the company’s 
downtown lot, an issue that has been 
raised repeatedly over the years.

“The whole idea is to be able to 
provide some additional flexibility 
for the redevelopment downtown,” 
Kaufman said at the board’s Feb. 12 
work session where he encouraged the 
board to consider the two town-owned 
parcels for parking. “So if we have a good 
understanding of what can be built, how 
much it’s going to cost, it doesn’t mean 
we need to build it right away, and we’ll 
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Former Pleasantville Resident 
Makes It Big on “Jeopardy!”

Chappaqua Affordable Housing Project 
in Holding Pattern Over Variances

Leszek Pawlowicz, a Pleasantville High School 
graduate, with “Jeopardy!” host Alex Trebek. 
Pawlowicz has won close to $200,000  on the 
popular game show.

North Castle Prepares to Tackle 
Downtown Armonk Parking Crunch
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By Tom Auchterlonie
The type of materials and the fate of a 

secondary access drive for The Hearth 
at Mount Kisco came under scrutiny 
from planning board members during a 
meeting on Feb. 11.

Members were skeptical about the 
use of vinyl siding for the 129-unit 
senior housing structure. One of the 
critics, Stanley Bernstein, likened the 
development’s appearance to nearby 
public housing. He also felt that the look 
has gotten worse since an earlier iteration 
of the proposal.

“It has devolved,” he said.
For now, the siding will not be changed.
In an interview, Mark Miller, an 

attorney for the applicant, compared 
vinyl siding’s look to cedar shakes. More 
details for the siding will be presented to 
the board at a future meeting, including 
material sampling and a 3D rendering of 
the building.

The Hearth at Mount Kisco is backed 
by a joint venture of Hearth Management 
and Fortus Group, according to village 
minutes. The application was presented 
to the planning board in October 2012 
following a hiatus that began in 2009, The 
Examiner reported at the time. The project 
includes 89 assisted living units and 40 
dementia care units, Miller said. The 17.7-
acre site is located at 270 Kisco Ave.

Board members are also slated to get a 
chance to view a sample of wall material 
that could be used for the project. While 
the company involved has a location in the 
Cold Spring area, the intention is to get a 
sample for display in the village, which 
would allow for more board members to 
view it.

Meanwhile, there is now some 
uncertainty as to whether or not the 
project will continue to include a 
secondary emergency access drive. The 
proposal had been to include one going 

to the Curtis Instruments site, which was 
added after planning board feedback was 
given for an earlier version that went up a 
hill and toward a water tower, according 
to Miller. However, some members have 
indicated that they did not see a need for 
a drive, he said. 

At the meeting, Miller brought up a 
letter that he had received on behalf of the 
Mount Kisco Fire Department. The Feb. 
3 letter from Chief Thomas Jackson gave 
approval for removing the access drive. 
Board member Ralph Vigliotti, who 

noted that the board that was missing 
several members, wanted a reason for 
why the determination was made. 

Regarding support for access drive 
removal, Vigliotti noted that the board is 
“mixed on this.” 

The application, which was the subject 
of a public hearing at the meeting, will 
be considered again on Feb. 25 due to an 
extension of the hearing. Planning board 
approval must be given for a site plan, 
special permit and wetland and steep 
slopes permits.

Aesthetics, Driveway Mulled for Mt. Kisco Senior Housing Plan
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Developer Submits Zoning Request for 
P’ville Assisted Living Plan

No. Castle Town Board: Age Restricted 
Housing Proposal too Dense

New Castle Historical Society Exhibit on Farms 
Opens in Chappaqua
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part of the village as long as the agreed 
upon conditions are met. 

“It can be anywhere in the village,” 
Dwyer said. “Commercial area, 
residential area, industrial area provided 
that these underlying conditions are 
met.”

One major change Benchmark has 
made from the design presented more 
than two months ago is the location of 
the facility’s entrance point. The updated 
version has the entrance on Bedford 
Road rather than using Maple Hill Road 
with vehicles cutting through the church 
lot. The latter proposal drew the ire of 
Maple Hill Road residents during an 
informational meeting on the proposal 
in late November.

Scherer said he was happy that 
Benchmark is adjusting its plans after 
hearing the neighbors’ concerns. Close 
to a dozen neighbors attended last 
week’s meeting, with four residents 
speaking following the presentation 
by Benchmark’s representatives. The 
residents were generally skeptical about 
the proposal regarding issues such 
as potential noise, the use and mass 
of the 24,000-square-foot building, 
environmental impacts and the amount 

of buffer between the structure and rest 
of the neighborhood.

“I am certainly pleased thus far with 
the responsiveness of Benchmark in 
terms of the documents they have 
provided that I think will give everyone a 
chance to take a look at it,” Scherer said. 
“But there is a lot to be said down the 
road.”

One of the neighbors who spoke at the 
meeting, Daniel Blaney, said afterward 
that while it was encouraging Benchmark 
addressed the potential traffic problem 
on the residential street, he still has other 
concerns. Blaney questioned whether 
the jobs generated by the facility would 
be for village residents. Also, he was 
concerned if Pleasantville, which relies 
on volunteers for its ambulance and 
fire services, can handle the four-story 
building Benchmark is proposing.

Blaney said he was concerned with 
the property value of the houses in 
the neighborhood if Benchmark does 
develop there.

The board approved motions declaring 
itself lead agency and to refer the 
application to the planning commission.

what Madonna was hoping to do with 
the property, including providing sewers 
for the immediate neighbors, but needed 
to iron out the critical issues that have 
been raised. She said the board wanted 
the project to succeed if it were to move 
forward and that means putting in the time 
to whittle its size to an appropriate level 
before significant money is spent.

“But the density of the project, hearing 
from the town board, they’re feeling like it’s 
a little bit out of the scope of what they’re 
willing to accept,” DiDonato-Roth said.

No alternate number of units was 
mentioned by board members or Director 
of Planning Adam  Kaufman.

In addition to density and traffic issues, 
some residents at previous forums have 
expressed concern that the mass of the 
buildings would appear to be too great. The 
units would be contained in three separate 
structures, although total footprint would 
not exceed that of six private homes, 
Madonna said. Furthermore, the buildings’ 
height would not exceed a house that is 
currently on the grounds that is slated to 
be removed and trees would be planted for 
additional screening.

A date for the work session was not 
announced last week.

New Castle’s Beginnings--Our 
Founding Farms will trace the town’s 
origins from Native American lands 
through the farms of the 19th century, 
to the large estates and housing 
developments that turned New Castle 
into the community we know today. A 
focus on several local farms and their 
products will be featured–Sutton Farm, 
Dodge Farm, Brann Farm, Taylor and 
Annandale Farms, and of course, the 
Greeley Farm.

There will be interactive aspects to this 
exhibit plus a seminar series featuring 
speakers from local farms operating 
today.

Join an opening reception to be held 
on Sunday, March 3 from 3 to 5 p.m. The 
exhibit will run through the year at the 
New Castle Historical Society, 100 King 
St. in  Chappaqua. Hours are Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday from 
1 to 4 p.m. or by appointment at 914-238-
4666.
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Above: Attorney Mark Miller discusses details of  
the proposed The Hearth at Mount Kisco with the 
village’s planning board last week. 

Left: A rendition of  the plans.
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By Martin Wilbur
The Town of New Castle retained the 

Pace University Land Use Law Center 
last week to assist officials with public 
outreach for its Master Plan update.

Supervisor Robert Greenstein 
announced last Wednesday that the 
town board made the decision at the 
end of its Feb. 11 meeting following an 
executive session. The town will spend 
up to $15,000 for the service.

Over the next three to six months, 
there will be three public hearings 
and three organizational stakeholder 
sessions, Greenstein said. Dates, times 
and locations for the forums have not 
been determined yet.

“The public outreach is really the key,” 
Greenstein said. “The process needs to 
be a give and take. What we’re doing by 
having the public outreach is saying we 
want people involved.”

The Land Use Law Center, established 
in 1993 as part of Pace University 
School of Law, has attorneys, real estate 
leaders and other professionals in related 
fields that help communities become 
sustainable through innovative planning 
practices. 

Last fall, Greenstein and running 
mates Lisa Katz and Adam Brodsky 
pledged during the campaign to embark 
on a Master Plan that insured extensive 
public participation. With two major 

applications in the pipeline--Chappaqua 
Crossing and The Spa at New Castle--the 
process of evaluating those projects will 
continue, he said.

The Master Plan process, which 
officially started last fall with the old 
board, will focus on the town’s direction, 

not individual projects.
“They will go on parallel tracks and 

the public outreach is the part that 
will include the public’s comments,” 
Greenstein said.

In addition to retaining the Land Use 
Law Center, Greenstein also said that 

four of the five seats on the Master Plan 
Steering Committee have now been 
filled. They include resident Maude 
Bailey, planning board members Richard 
Brownell and Robert Kirkwood and 
Councilman Adam Brodsky. 

North Castle Set to Begin Work on Comprehensive Plan Update

New Castle Hires Pace Land Use Center as Master Plan Consultant

By Martin Wilbur
The North Castle Town Board is ready 

to launch an update of the municipal-
ity’s 1996 Comprehensive Plan, paying 
special attention to changes in the town’s 
three commercial districts during the 
past two decades.

Last week the board announced that it 
would appoint a special board contain-
ing a cross section of citizens and rep-
resentatives from a few of the current 
boards and hire a consultant to assist the 
town’s planning department in doing the 
work.

Supervisor Michael Schiliro said 
North Castle needs the update in certain 
areas to effectively adapt the town’s blue-
print over the next 10 to 20 years while 
also taking into account the changes that 
are underway or have been completed.

“We’ve got a lot going on. We can see 
it and we’re just three hamlets that are 
very different and I feel very strongly the 
town as a whole, but each hamlet specifi-

cally, North White Plains, Banksville and 
Armonk, would be well served in having 
this,” Schiliro said.

Officials indicated the special board 
would probably contain seven or nine 
residents who have the time and inter-
est to devote to the project. It is expected 
to take at least one year, and likely lon-
ger than that, said Director of Planning 
Adam Kaufman. 

A Request for Proposal will be drawn 
up to help locate a consultant for the 
work. The town is also likely to reach out 
to the county planning department for 
further assistance as some other West-
chester municipalities have done.

Councilwoman Barbara DiGiacinto 
said public participation is critical in or-
der to execute an effective update. Last 
year, while talking to some of the Busi-
ness Park Drive property owners to dis-
cuss a possible rezoning of the corporate 
campus, she was surprised by their reac-
tion to favor special use permits.

“In any sort of update there has to be--
there must be--a strong public participa-
tion component,” Kaufman responded.

Schiliro said he doesn’t anticipate that 
there would be a lot of work needed for 
the residential portions of the plan, al-
though it is likely the Brynwood Golf 
& Country Club parcel and that area of 
town will be studied. Brynwood has a 
controversial application for a zoning 
change pending in hopes of building 88 
luxury condominiums and a golf course 
redesign.

With the three business hamlets hav-
ing undergone change and the character 
of each one being distinctly different, 
board members said it’s important the 
work begin now.

“The (current) document may be 
a very good document, but a lot has 
changed since 1996,” said Councilman 
Stephen D’Angelo. “Traffic patterns, new 
developments, things like that.” 
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By Janine Bowen
Pleasantville school officials provided 

the public last week with a glimpse of the 
district’s upcoming preliminary budget, a 
spending plan that is bumping up against 
the tax cap with sharp cost increases in 
certain areas.

Preliminary numbers presented by 
Assistant Superintendent for Business 
David Quattrocchi at the Feb. 11 board 
of education meeting showed that the 
maximum allowable amount to be raised 
by taxes for 2014-15 will be $34,611,407, 
an increase of more than $800,000 from 

the current year’s budget. 
Currently, the budget’s tax levy increase 

for next year sits at the cap—1.46 
percent—although the district hopes to 
make reductions to bring the final budget 
under the cap. Unless there are reductions, 
total spending would rise from this year’s 
$46,320,876 to $47,400,475 next year.

“At this point, we’ve done some reduction 
… and we’re going to continue to look at 
ways and possibilities of trimming [the 
budget] if possible,” Quattrocchi said.

The biggest spending increases expected 
in next year’s budget are for technology and 

academic and athletic programming. The 
12 percent hike in technology expenditures 
includes a variety of necessary upgrades 
such as an increase in bandwidth and a 
renewal of software licenses. A nearly 10 
percent increase in academic and athletic 
programming include rising costs for out-
of-district tuition, special education costs 
and BOCES services. 

Despite the cost increases, the estimated 
budget may contain a revenue increase and 
less reliance on fund balance. 

Trustees noted that there is a possibility 
that the state could provide more aid, but 

board president Shane McGaffey said it 
is best to assume the district will not see 
that extra money and be prepared to slash 
expenses. The district is receiving a little 
more than $5.6 million for the current 
school year.

If more state aid becomes available, the 
board could restore items in the  budget 
before it adopts a budget to present to 
voters in May, he said.

“I would rather be in a situation that, 
having looked at everything, we can add 
some things back into the budget,” said 
McGaffey. 

Rising Costs Put Pleasantville Schools Against Tax Cap

Next month’s Pleasantville Village 
Board election will be an uncontested race 
as an incumbent and a political newcomer 
will team up to fill the two seats.

Two-term Trustee Mindy Berard and 
political newcomer Steven Lord were 
the only candidates to submit petitions 
by Tuesday’s deadline to appear on the 
March 18 ballot. Both will appear on 
the Village Party line. Lord will replace 
veteran Trustee Brian Skarstad whose 
term is expiring on March 31.

 “I think I can help, and with the seat 
coming up from Brian, it just seemed like 

the right time,” said Lord, 45, a Green 
Meadow Road resident since 2000. 

Lord is a business consultant who 
helps troubled companies reposition 
themselves.

Berard, 54, the confidential secretary to 
North Castle Supervisor Michael Schiliro, 
announced her plans to run for another 
term last month. 

“I really look forward to continuing … 
to work on positive changes to the village,” 
she told The Examiner after revealing her 
plans to run for a third term.

--Janine Bowen

Berard, Lord Are Uncontested in 
March Pleasantville Village Elections
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It Can Wait
Ed Bergstraesser, left, AT&T 
External Affairs, Michele 
Glenn, assistant principal at 
Horace Greeley High School, 
and New Castle Police Officer 
Brian Bruno sign a pledge 
board making the commitment 
to never again text and drive. 
AT&T’s “It Can Wait” initiative 
was a featured component of  a 
recent school assembly where 
students were encouraged to 
spread the message about 
the dangers of  texting and 
driving.



February 18 - February 24, 2014www.TheExaminerNews.com 5

By Janine Bowen
A zoning amendment sought by the 

developer of a proposed Pleasantville 
condominium complex was criticized 
last week by residents who believe that 
the new zone would give the applicant 
preferential treatment. 

A public hearing held during the Feb. 
10 village board meeting entertained 
comments regarding Toll Brothers’ 
request to change the 18-acre parcel on 
Washington Avenue from  a campus-office 
district to a Planned Unit Development 
(PUD). Currently, the PUD designation 
is only granted to residential zones.

The project would revitalize the 
property, currently the site of vacant 
office buildings, and generate less traffic 
than what an office park would produce, 
said David Cooper, a representative for 
Toll Brothers. The applicant also has 
proposed drainage improvements for 
Washington Avenue, which is expected 
to mitigate the extensive flooding that 
plagues neighboring homeowners during 
significant rains, he said.

“What I would submit is that the text 
amendment and the map change would 
facilitate the village’s development goals, 
particularly in this area,” Cooper said.

Despite the advertised improvements, 
residents took issue with the proposed 
zoning change. Foxwood Condominiums 
resident Eileen West, speaking on behalf 

of that complex and several people who 
attended last week’s meeting, said they 
weren’t opposed to the 68-unit project or 
the developer. However, they wanted to 
see the property zoned residential rather 
than campus-office so that it would have 
to comply with the height requirements of 
nearby residential structures. 

“To make it a Campus-Office PUD 
is to have special rules that are only 
going to apply to this particular PUD, 
not to any other,” West said. “The height 
requirements that Toll [Brothers] is 
asking for, the 35 feet, don’t apply to any 
PUD, it doesn’t apply to any house … and 
it’s being authorized only because they 
have a special zone.”

The village’s zoning code allows 
buildings in residential districts to reach 
a maximum height of 30 feet, five feet 

shorter than what Toll Brothers has 
proposed at the site.

However, Mayor Peter Scherer pointed 
out that current zoning for the area 
permits a non-PUD office building to 
be 40 feet tall. He also noted that there 
are several homes in Pleasantville, built 
before current zoning laws were enacted, 
that exceed the 30-foot threshold. 

But West said she was concerned that 
rezoning the property to campus-office 
PUD could lead to other nearby office 
campus properties to request the same 
designation. The Bank of New York and 
Savin Engineering, located to the south 
of Foxwood, are also in a campus-office 
district. 

“There’s an equity here that just isn’t 
being met,” said West, who mentioned 
that it would be a “special gift” if the 
developer’s zoning request was granted. 
“There’s fairness that’s not being met and 
there’s no reason this can’t be done in a 
way where Toll (Brothers) is treated in a 
way that everybody else is treated.”

Scherer noted, however, that 
special zoning changes were made for 
Foxwood when that 35-acre, 254-unit 
condominium complex was built in the 
1970s. Without evolution in the zoning 
laws, the village wouldn’t be able to grow, 
he said.

“Our goal in all of this is to create zoning 
that both respects the development 

patterns in Pleasantville and reflects a 
careful effort to assess the impact on 
the neighboring properties and on the 
community as a whole, but at the same 
time to produce zoning that actually 
produces, in this case a residential 
product, in some cases a commercial 
product, that is viable and desirable and 
sells and brings people to Pleasantville 
who are happy to be here and happy to 
pay taxes,” Scherer said. 

Written comments from the public 
on the proposed zoning change will be 
accepted through today (Tuesday). The 
board may vote on the amendment at its 
next meeting on Feb. 24. 

The former Saw Mill Office Campus on Washington 
Avenue in Pleasantville, site of  a proposed 68-
unit condominium complex.

Toll Brothers Zoning Change Opposed By Residents for P’ville Condo Plan
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know how much to charge for space.”
There was no mention of how many 

additional spaces are needed, a number 
that still needs to be determined. 
Kaufman estimated that the Hergenhan 
site would probably yield at least 50 
spaces but did not provide a ballpark 
figure for the Kent Place parcel.

Installation of meters is one method 
the town could use to pay for enhanced 
parking. Another option is to charge 
business owners a fee in lieu of required 
off-site parking. For every off-street 
space a merchant is unable to provide 
under the town code, they would pay 
a flat fee into a fund that could be used 
to turn Kent Place or the Hergenhan 

Recreation Center into a parking area, 
Kaufman said.

“The ultimate goal is to make that 
longer term parking, parking for 
merchants, and that would have the 
benefit of freeing up more spaces on 
the west side of Main Street for the 
convenience of shoppers,” said Kaufman.

As part of the search for more parking 
and a mechanism to finance it, officials 
said they will also reach out to property 
owners on the west side of Main Street 
to once again gauge interest in forming a 
parking district using the town property 
or the current parking lot behind the 
stores. Under a parking district, the 
property owners would pay for the 
creation and upkeep of a common lot.

Kaufman acknowledged that in the 
past the district has not received good 
reviews from Main Street property 
owners.

Owners of at least 51 percent of the 
assessed valuation on the west side of 
Main Street between Kent Place and 
Maple Avenue would need to sign a 
petition to create a parking district, said 
Town Attorney Roland Baroni. The town 
board could also approve a resolution 
on its own but it would be subject to a 
permissive referendum, he said.

“The bottom line is either way it’s the 
property owners who control whether 
they have a taxing district in place,” 
Baroni said. “You can’t force it upon 
them.”

While downtown Armonk parking 
has been a recurring issue for merchants 
and shoppers for decades, the opening 
of Armonk Square last year has focused 
the spotlight on the need to create more 
spaces. 

Councilman José Berra said it appears 
to him that it is more difficult now to 
find parking on Main Street.

“When I drive down Main Street it’s a 
lot harder to get a space and that makes 
you think about what else we need to do, 
and that makes me think if we can do 
the west side of Main Street behind the 
stores that may be good,” Berra said.

Planning Board member Christopher 
Carthy said with the recent application 
of Amore Pizza, which moved to Kent 
Place, it highlighted the parking situation 
facing the town and the poor condition 
of that street. 

“One of the things that concerns me 
about the parking right now on Kent 
Place is that it’s discouraging people 
from parking there,” Carthy said “It’s 
seedy. It’s not as attractive as it should be. 
It seems sometimes grungy.”

Former Pleasantville Resident Makes It Big on “Jeopardy!”

North Castle to Tackle Downtown Armonk Parking Crunch

Advertise in The Examiner • 914-864-0878
email advertising@theexaminernews.com
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when I went and won the maximum of 
five days,” Pawlowicz said of his first win 
more than 20 years ago. “That was an 
unexpected pleasure.”

At the time, contestants were limited 
to five days of appearances, during which 
time Pawlowicz won $75,400. He earned 
an invitation to the 1992 Tournament 
of Champions, which he also won, 
picking up an additional $100,000. He 
also appeared in the 2005 Ultimate 
Tournament of Champions, but was 
eliminated in the first round. 

Pawlowicz, a Pleasantville High School 
graduate, has made a more recent return 
to the game show world, capturing the 
first round of the “Jeopardy!” Battle of 
the Decades tournament earlier this 
month. This win guarantees him at least 
$10,000 and the chance to compete for 
up to $1 million. 

Despite his massive success on 
“Jeopardy!”, Pawlowicz considers himself 
to be the “Homer Simpson of game 
shows.” Most people, when they learn 
of  his “Jeopardy!” prowess, overestimate 
his knowledge and expect him to be an 
authority on all subjects.

“I’m a smart guy, I’m not going to deny 
that, but being able to come up with 
these facts and having this reputation 
as a ‘Jeopardy!’ champion, people tend 
to think that I’m smarter than I actually 
am,” explained the MIT graduate, an 
archeologist who lives in Flagstaff, Ariz.

Pawlowicz said success on “Jeopardy!” 
actually comes from being able to 
recognize context clues in the questions 
as well as making connections between 
known facts. 

“I’ve always had a really good memory 
for facts, and I think the more you pick 

up, the more you can make connections 
between different facts and pull stuff 
out,” he said. “It’s not like I have a list 
of stuff that’s memorized and it sort of 
sits there by itself. Typically, I can make 
connections between something.”

Pawlowicz doesn’t really study for his 
appearances, but prepares by watching 
the show and taking note of the 
categories that are repeatedly used. He 
makes sure to brush up on topics such 
as state and world capitals, Shakespeare 
and the Bible. Other than that, he finds 
that studying has no impact on his 
ability to win. 

“The only other real studying you 
can do is watching the show and sort of 
getting into the rhythm of answering at 
exactly the right time,” Pawlowicz said. 

The “Jeopardy!” champion remembers 
watching the daytime version of the 
show hosted by Art Fleming while 
he was growing up in Pleasantville. 
By the time Alex Trebek took over, 
Pawlowicz was in graduate school and 
was confident he could do well on the 
show. However, appearing on stage is 
much different from the comfort of 
your living room, he said.

On the show, half the battle is 
mastering the buzzer, Pawlowicz said. 
Viewers at home may not be aware that 
once Trebek has finished reading a clue, 
a person offstage activates a light that 
indicates that the contestants can buzz 
in to answer. If a contestant buzzes in 
too early, before the light goes on, they 
get locked out for a quarter of a second 
and can miss their chance. Buzzing in 
too late is also a problem, and Pawlowicz 
explained that success lies in anticipation. 

“If you wait for the light to go on, you’ll 

lose,” he said. “You have to anticipate 
when the light is going to go on and be 
ready to buzz in and time your finger.” 

Of course, he can’t always get the 
timing right. In his recent Battle of the 
Decades appearance, Pawlowicz gave the 
correct question to 24 of the 60 clues. 
However, he knew the answers to most of 
the others but was beaten to the buzzer. 

Pawlowicz also noted that contestants 
must act as though they’re not on 
television to be successful.

“I think the thing that differentiates the 
players who do well on the show versus 
the ones that don’t is that if you can 
basically put yourself in the same frame 
of mind as when you’re at home, then 
you’ll do well,” Pawlowicz explained. 
“If you’re conscious about the fact that 
you’re on TV … and there are cameras 
on you and potentially an audience of 
millions and you let that get to you, you 
will not do well.”

Pawlowicz is preparing for his next 
appearance, the Battle of the Decades 
finals, which tapes in April and is 
scheduled to air May 5-16. 

Although he may not have cracked 
open the books yet for the finals, there is 
one thing Pawlowicz needed to learn—
how to tie a tie. 

“The only time I wear ties is when 
I’m going to a wedding or when I’m 
on a game show, so I have very little 
practice,” he said. “The first time I was 
on the show, my tie was almost always 
crooked, so this time I had to watch a 
couple of YouTube videos on how to tie 
a tie because otherwise I would not have 
been able to keep it on straight.”

Chappaqua Affordable 
Housing Project in 
Holding Pattern Over 
Variances
were uncomfortable with authorizing the 
funding. If and when the variances are 
secured, Conifer can return to the Board 
of Legislators to seek the county’s portion 
of the financing, Kaplowitz said.

“We’re hopeful that the variances will 
be granted but it’s up to the state,” he said. 

Conifer would receive county funding 
from the New Land Homes Acquisition 
Fund and $2.5 million from the Housing 
Implementation Plan.

The issue of the variances has become 
a major stumbling block for Conifer 
despite the project’s approval in a split 
vote last year by the previous New 
Castle Town Board. Late last year town 
Building Inspector William Maskiell 
recommended denying the variances.

Last Tuesday, New Castle Supervisor 
Robert Greenstein, who last year 
campaigned against the Conifer project, 
said the delay will not have a major impact 
on the town but does allow for more time 
to consider alternative sites for affordable 
housing.

 Greenstein has stated that he would like 
Conifer to explore the possibility of using 
town-owned land on Washington Avenue 
near Town Hall. Opponents of the Hunts 
Place site have pointed to a laundry list of 
safety concerns with the one-third of an 
acre property.

“Hopefully, it will allow us to take a 
look at alternative locations,” Greenstein 
said.

continued from page 1
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By Martin Wilbur
Neighbors of the Legionaries of Christ 

property returned to New Castle Town 
Hall last week to lodge additional criticisms 
against the hotel, spa and condominium 
application proposed for a portion of a 
parcel on Route 128.

The town board closed the scoping 
session on Feb. 11 for The Spa at New Castle 
after another full evening of comments 
and questions. The public has through this 
Friday to submit comments on the scoping 
document to the town.

Some of the fresh comments two weeks 
after the initial forum continued to address 
concerns that the proposed septic field for 
the 50-unit condominium community, 
34 hotel rooms and a 150-seat restaurant 
could threaten nearby residents’ wells and 
drinking water. 

The applicant, Soder Real Estate 
Equities, needs a new floating district 
designation from the town board in order 
for the project to proceed.

“This is kind of disturbing to think that 
there would be a 500-plus room septic 
field within 200 feet of my well water,” said 
Roseholm Place resident Liam Donnelly.

Some residents also wondered how much 
increased traffic would be generated by the 
project and whether that would overload 
Route 128, a residential street with rural 
character. One neighbor, Joseph DiSalvo, 
said with the increase in development on 

Main Street in Armonk just to the south, 
that may also add congestion in the area of 
the 96-acre Legionaries property.

“North Castle has had tremendous 
redevelopment. Everything is happening,” 
he said. “If you drove to Armonk 
(previously) on any given day there were 
no cars on the road. Now both sides of the 
road are packed in with SUVs. They have a 
whole new project down there, they’ve got 
CVS coming in. There’s a lot more traffic 
in Armonk.”

Meanwhile, the Westchester County 
Planning Board responded on Feb. 10 
to the draft scoping document with 
five recommendations. It suggested 
that the applicant build five affordable 
units, marking 10 percent of the total 
number of residences proposed; identify 
the possibility for public transportation 
and its impacts; outline how the project 
would comply with the county’s recycling 
program; expand the section detailing 
stormwater management to include the 
possibility for pervious surfaces; and 
expand discussion of green building 
technology.

During last week’s scoping session there 
were brief fireworks when there were 
suggestions from a few speakers that the 
town was advancing the project in secrecy. 
Several residents said they recently learned 
of the proposal and they have neighbors 
that are still unaware of the application.

One neighbor, Sharon Green, said the 
board that under the law doesn’t have 
to entertain the request for a zoning 
amendment.

Supervisor Robert Greenstein said that 
Soder Real Estate has the right to be heard, 
which doesn’t mean it will receive its 
zoning amendment.

“I’ve also been an opponent of projects 
and I’ve been in your seat,” Greenstein 
said. “It’s probably a better idea to focus 
on the fights that you have the best chance 
of winning. If you say to me we shouldn’t 
entertain it, you’re probably better off 
picking other battles.”

Councilwoman Elise Kessler Mottel 
added that the state’s environmental 
review process provides the board with the 

opportunity to learn about the project and 
understand the issues at hand.

“We haven’t done that yet,” Mottel said. 
“It’s just the beginning stages.”

Attorney David Steinmetz, representing 
the developer, took issue with the 
suggestions that there have been closed 
door meetings between the town and his 
client. He said throughout his career it’s 
never taken him 14 or 15 months to reach 
the end of the scoping session.

“I just want to remind the board, despite 
the fact that there were a couple of offensive 
comments and somewhat impassioned 
pleas about the project, tonight really is, as 
you know, (where) the scoping document 
raises issues that my client and our team to 
study,” Steinmetz said.

Criticism of New Castle Condo, Hotel Plan Continues; Scoping to Close

The nine fired Mrs. Green’s workers were 
joined on the picket line outside the store 
on Lexington Avenue in Mount Kisco last 
Wednesday by members of  the United 
Food and Commercial Workers union, 
Local 1500, and representatives from 
other unions and pro-labor groups. Local 
1500 has pledged to continue the protests 
until there is a resolution to the issue. The 
union charges that the nine workers were 
fired last month for their role in trying to 
organize the store’s workers. 

Mrs. Green’s Protests Continue
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Mount Kisco Police Department

Feb. 8: A Leonard Street resident 
reported at 5:20 p.m. that she fears her 
20-year-old daughter is being turned on to 
marijuana by her 22-year-old boyfriend, a 
Bedford Hills resident. She was informed 
that they are adults, but to call back if she 
witnesses illegal activity.

Feb. 9: A Mount Kisco man who attended 
services at St. Francis of Assisi Church on 
Green Street reported at 10:30 a.m. that he 
saw his former mother-in-law at church 
who made threatening comments toward 
him. No arrests were made.

Feb. 10: The manager of Mahopac 
National Bank on Lexington Avenue 
reported a suspicious person outside 
the branch at 2:56 p.m. taking pictures 
of the building. Police responded and 
learned that the individual was taking 
photographs of icicles hanging from the 
roof for the property owner.

Feb. 11: A Main Street store owner 
reported a grand larceny at 1:53 p.m. The 
merchant stated that two women entered 
the store, and while one distracted her, 
the other went behind the counter and 
stole her purse. There were about 10 or 
11 credit cards and an undetermined 
amount of cash stolen. The matter is 
under investigation.

Feb. 12: A 19-year-old Mount Vernon 
man was arrested at 10:16 a.m. and 
charged with third-degree assault, a Class 
A misdemeanor, and criminal mischief, 
a Class E felony, in connection with an 
incident at T.J. Maxx on Main Street on 
Feb. 1. The suspect had gotten into a fight 
with his girlfriend at the store.

Feb. 13: Staff at Northern Westchester 
Hospital reported a disruption at 11:34 
p.m. with a subject who was visiting 
a patient in the emergency room. The 
matter was rectified by staff.

Pleasantville Police Department

Feb. 8: A complainant arrived at 
headquarters at 10:30 a.m. to report the 
theft of a cell phone.

Feb. 9: A patron at Pizza Hut on 
Marble Avenue reported at 7:56 p.m. the 
theft of a cell phone.

Feb. 9: A customer at Pizza Hut on 
Marble Avenue reported at 8:10 p.m. 
that his wallet was stolen while at the 
restaurant.

Feb. 11: A Great Oak Lane resident 
reported at 5:07 p.m. that items were 
taken from their vehicle while parked in 
their driveway.

North Castle Police Department

Feb. 7: Report of an overturned 
vehicle with possible entrapment on 
Route 22 at 8:29 a.m. Initial call stated 
that the vehicle was south of Route 128, 
but subsequent callers said it was further 
south, possibly in the area of Cooney 
Hill Road or Old Orchard Street. The 
responding officer located the vehicle a 
mile south of Route 120. The driver is 
out of the car. Other units advised.

Feb. 7: Report of a larceny at 4:22 p.m. 
at 670 N. Broadway. Store security stated 
that video surveillance captured the 
image of an unknown male subject who 
entered the premises at about 8:36 p.m. 
on Feb. 6 gathering unpaid merchandise 
and returning them with an old receipt.

Feb. 8: A complainant reported 
at headquarters at 2:29 p.m. that a 
“disturbing incident” occurred yesterday 
involving him and a party with whom he 
is involved in a civil dispute. No other 
information was available at this time.

Feb. 10: Report of a burglary at the 
Little Spot on North Broadway at 9:20 
a.m. The complainant stated that there 
is broken glass and the cash register is 
empty. He was informed not to touch 
anything and vacate the building; officers 
are en route.

Feb. 12: A woman reported at 6:21 
a.m. that the railroad crossing gates on 
Virginia Road have been stuck in the 
down position for about 15 minutes and 
traffic is backing up.  The responding 
officer closed the road at Lafayette 
Avenue until the MTA can make repairs.

21 West Stevens Ave.
Hawthorne, NY 10532

Ernest J. Carpentieri ~ Douglas A. Daniels

Tel: 914-769-4404
Fax: 914-769-5306

www.hawthornefuneralhome.com
Serving all faiths ~ Independently owned
Conveniently located on the Taconic State Parkway

Obituaries
Helen Kelly

Helen Ann Kelly, a Pleasantville 
resident for over 35 years, passed away 
peacefully on Feb. 10.  

She was 84.
Kelly was born on June 14, 1929, to 

Kathryn Kelly Carle in New York City. 
Prior to moving to Pleasantville with her 
Aunt Jane F. and Uncle Edward J. Kelly, 
they resided in the Bronx. 

Kelly is predeceased by her mother; 
maternal grandparents Edward J. and 
Ellen Carr Kelly; Uncle Edward J. 
Kelly; Aunt Helen L. Kelly-Reulbach; 
cousin Walter G. Reulbach; her closest 
childhood friend, Donald F. Reulbach; 
and her beloved cat, Wilson Butler Kelly. 

Kelly graduated from Cathedral High 
School in New York City and was a 
communicant of Holy Innocents Parish 
in Pleasantville. She was an executive 
secretary for several firms in New York 
City,  including R.H. Donnelly Co., and 
was retired from Overseas Shipholding 
Group, Inc. During her life Kelly enjoyed 
traveling with her family and friends, 
especially visiting Bristol, England, 
where her great-grandmother, Ellen 
Sparling Carr, was born. She had a great 
love for all animals and was committed 
to their care with support of many 
charities. She had a special devotion to 

Our Blessed Mother and Saint Francis of 
Assisi. She was an avid reader with strong 
political opinions. She enjoyed many 
hobbies, which included gardening and 
photography. All her life Kelly cheered 
for her champions, the New York 
Yankees. 

Kelly is survived by her aunt, Jane F. 
Kelly, with whom she lived; her cousin, 
Mary V. Clancy, of New Jersey; her 
children, John F. Clancy, Carole E Yacus, 
Elaine V. Mundy, Thomas L. Clancy, 
Margaret S. Evernham and Peter M. 
Clancy, all of New Jersey; Karen (Donald) 
Reulbach and her children Donald F. 
Reulbach, Jr. and Mark Reulbach of New 
Jersey and Lori Schoen of Tennessee; 
Jan (Walter G.) Reulbach and Barabra J. 
Reulbach of Virginia; Walter G. Reulbach 
of Nevada; and many cousins and friends 
from the tri-state area.  

Visitation was held on Feb. 14 at 
Beecher Flooks Funeral Home, Inc. in 
Pleasantville. A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated at Holy Innocents Church 
on Feb. 15 followed by burial at All Souls 
Cemetery. 

In lieu of flowers, please consider a 
donation to the SPCA or to a charity of 
your choice in Helen’s memory.





 
 

 































 
 

 



























Police Blotter

Roy Funderburk
Roy A. Funderburk, most recently 

of Saratoga Springs and formerly of 
Thornwood, died on Feb. 13 at Saratoga 
Hospital. 

He was 91.
Funderburk was born on March 31,1922, 

to the late Virgil and Rosa Funderburk in 
Cooter, Mo. He proudly served in the U.S. 
Navy from 1942 to 1948. After receiving an 
honorable discharge, he was a member of 
the White Plains Police Department from 
1951 to 1971. Upon his retirement, he 
worked another 23 years at Home Savings 
Bank in White Plains. 

Funderburk is survived by his loving 
daughter, Anita Harding, and his 
cherished granddaughter, Aimee (Mark) 
Anderson, both of Saratoga Springs. He 
was predeceased by his devoted wife, 
Margaret Funderburk, in 2005. 

Visitation is at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home on Thursday, Feb. 20 from 6 to 
8 p.m. Funeral services will be there on 
Friday, Feb. 21 at 10 a.m., followed by 
entombment at Rose Hills Memorial Park 
in Putnam Valley.



February 18 - February 24, 2014www.TheExaminerNews.com 9



February 18 - February 24, 2014 The Examiner10

Studies show that 
patients get about 15 
minutes face to face 
with their physicians 
during office visits, 
and a recent study 
found that patients 
in hospitals may only 
get an alarming eight 
minutes. Parents are 
patient advocates, 
and they need to 
come prepared to 

get the most out of limited time. Here are 
some tips for optimizing time spent with 
your child’s doctor.  

Be prepared with questions and take 
notes. It’s easy to get flustered during 
appointments and forget to ask certain 
questions or provide certain information. 
Write down questions beforehand, 
along with any information you think 
your healthcare provider might need to 
know. Not every doctor will ask, but it’s 
important for them to know what your 
child’s diet is like and what supplements 

he might be taking. Even over-the-counter 
medications can interact negatively with 
prescriptions. Also, it’s easy to forget 
details about prescription doses, etc., so 
take notes or use a mobile app to record 
details.

Use the Internet with caution. The 
Internet can be an extremely useful 
tool but it also has the risk of becoming 
distracting and somewhat addictive. 
Don’t overwhelm your doctors with 
numerous printouts. If there is something 
you think your doctor must see, email it 
or drop it off days in advance to give your 
doctor time to review the material. Know 
which websites you can trust and use 
caution when taking advice from readers 
as opposed to the professional writing an 
article. HealthyChildren.org is run by the 
American Academy of Pediatrics and is a 
useful resource.  

Opt for consistency. “Kids need 
what’s called a ‘medical home’—a place 
where you’ve established a relationship 
with one pediatrician, or even a nurse-
practitioner,” said Dr. William Stratbucker, 

a pediatrician and associate professor of 
pediatrics at Michigan State University. 
When you have a doctor who knows your 
child’s history and doesn’t simply glance 
at a chart, you have a better chance of 
receiving comprehensive care. In addition, 
parents should try to consistently attend 
appointments rather than sending a 
nanny or a relative. Emergencies happen, 
but it’s best for parents to get medical 
information firsthand rather through a 
game of telephone.  

Trust your gut. Parents know their 
children better than anyone else. If you 
think that something just isn’t quite 
right about your child, persist. If you feel 
your concerns are being dismissed, seek 
a second opinion. It’s important to go to 
professionals who you like and trust and 
can develop a relationship with. Don’t go 
to doctors just because you’ve heard they 
are “the best.” Many of “the best” think 
they know everything and fail to take 
parents seriously. It’s important to find the 
right balance between the qualifications 
of your health care professional and how 
comfortable you are working with that 
person.

Dr. Jaime Black is a licensed psychologist 
practicing in Westchester and New York 
City. Jaime works with high-functioning 
individuals on the autism spectrum, doing 
psychotherapy, conducting evaluations, 
and facilitating socialization groups 
including an improv social skills group. 
Visit www.spectrumservicesnyc.com, 
e-mail JaimeBlackPsyD@gmail.com or call 
914-712-8208.

Column

I was quite surprised and taken back 
when I read Bill Primavera’s column 
“When Homeowners Decide Who They 
Don’t Want as Neighbor.” (Feb. 4-10) 
Usually Mr. Primavera gives good, solid, 
factual advice on home ownership, 
maintenance, real estate, etc. 

I take offense and issue with using 
his column to further his opinions 
on the request for a special permit 
for a substance abuse convalescent 
home located at 482 Underhill Ave. in 
Yorktown. His personal opinions have 
no place in his Examiner column and it 
is a misuse of his position as far as I’m 
concerned.

As for Mr. Primavera’s column, I 
found it highly offensive and derogatory 
in nature. To stoop to the level of using 
the terms, “lynch mob” and “part of the 
Salem Witch trials” when describing my 
neighbors who presented good, solid 
facts from the town zoning regulations, 
town and county building and health 
codes as well as articles from newspapers 

from cities that have these “Sober 
Homes” in their locales, is the lowest 
form of journalism to me. I also have 
questions as to the connection  between 
the applicants and Mr. Primavera’s PR 
firm as it was not clearly stated in his 
column.

I should not be surprised by this tactic 
because in today’s world “liberal or 
progressive thinkers” only allow people 
to have the same opinion on issues as 
they do. If you confront them with good, 
solid facts that oppose their beliefs they 
try to divert the conversation away from 
the “meat and potato issues” and pull out 
the “PC cards.” In this case it is implying 
that anyone who opposes this facility 
is a person of bias and discrimination. 
Quoting Mr. Primavera’s column, “I am 
on board to fight this kind of bias and 
discrimination.” What nonsense!

Forget about what the codes and 
regulations say. The important thing to 
Mr. Primavera seems that one must  be 
politically correct regardless of the facts. 

The residents of Yorktown have the right 
to air their questions and concerns at a 
town board meeting in an orderly and 
professional manner.

I guess it is okay to house 12 to 14 
unrelated (co-ed?) adults, in a four-
bedroom home in a residential zone. 
These residents are not a family in any 
sense or definition of the word, now or 
in future discussions. 

The town meeting is the oldest form 
of local participation in government 
in America. It is a forum for residents, 
taxpayers and voters to come together 
and discuss, debate and sometimes argue 
about what takes place in their home 
town. This is what America is all about 
and no one should be called names, 
belittled or criticized for taking part in 
the process.

John Swetz Jr.
Yorktown Heights

PO Box 611, 
Mount Kisco, NY 10549
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Letter to the Editor

By Dr. Jaime 
Fleckner Black

We invite readers to share their 
thoughts by sending letters to the 
editor.  Please limit comments to 
250 words. We will do our best 
to print all letters, but are limited 
by space constraints. Letters are  
subject to editing and may be 

withheld from publication on the 
discretion of the editor. Please refrain 
from personal attacks. Email letters 
to  mwilbur@theexaminernews.com.  
The Examiner requires that all letter 
writers provide their name, address 
and contact information.

Letters Policy
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By Martin Wilbur
Glynis Astie had always been a very 

cautious person who felt comfort in 
meticulously planning her life and career.

While pursuit of perfection may have its 
virtues, especially in the corporate world 
where she worked for 13 years in human 
resources and employer relations, it didn’t 
yield any success for Astie on the dating 
circuit. She started feeling a little hopeless 
as many of her friends began meeting Mr. 
Right and getting married.

“It’s kind of scary when you just want to 
meet that (special) person,” Astie recalled. 
“I mean, there are so many people out 
there but when was I going to meet that 
person? My sister always said to me, ‘He’s 
out there. He’s just around the bend.’”

One night, a friend of hers wanted to go 
to a bar, a scene that Astie, 27 at the time, 
didn’t particularly care for. She didn’t feel 
like going but went anyway. It was likely 
the best decision of her life.

Sebastien was wearing a pale blue 
suit, silver chain, dark spiked hair and 
blue sunglasses and immediately caught 
Astie’s eye. She left her comfort zone and 

approached him.
“We just kept talking and he took 

my phone number, called me the next 
morning,” she said. 

“Shocked me out of my mind and we 
went out that night and four more times 
that week.”

The whirlwind romance with Sebastien, 
from a small town in France who was 
working in northern California where 
Astie was living at the time, was five weeks 
old when they were engaged. It didn’t 
matter that he was from a different culture 
or that he was four years younger than her. 
He seemed more mature than any other 
guy she had dated, had led a fascinating 
life, having served as a paratrooper in the 
French military, and rode a motorcycle. 
And the accent was to die for.

It was hinted to Astie that maybe his 
motivation was to get his green card. But 
by that time she was totally committed. 

“I remember thinking at the time I 
really don’t think that’s the case but what 
else was I going to do right now?” Astie 
said. “I enjoy being with him. It just felt 
right and I had just never gone with my 

feelings before. Being cautious hadn’t 
worked before so why not give this a 
shot?”

Astie brought him home to meet her 
parents for Thanksgiving in Rockland 
County where she grew up. They planned 
to be married the following summer. But 
when Sebastien, an engineer, was laid off 
by his company in January, it was either 
get married or see him deported. They 
were married at Haverstraw Town Hall. 
In 2006, they moved to Ossining.

After 12 years of marriage and two 
sons, Astie, 40, has written her first book, 
a novel titled “French Twist,” based on her 
and Sebastien’s meeting and courtship. 
It’s a sweet story injected with plenty of 
Astie’s brand of humor. Her character, 
Sydney Bennett, may seem a bit eccentric, 
but it’s all her.

“When my husband read it, he said 
two things: he said, ‘Wow, I didn’t think 
it would be that good, and two, you’re 
not really that crazy, are you?’” said Astie, 

who did use some artistic license. “Yes, I 
am. I just don’t show it to you.”

Astie never harbored thoughts 
of becoming an author. She was 
a psychological services major at 
Northwestern and had planned to earn a 
masters in social work. Astie, who moved 
to be with her older sister, Megan, and her 
husband in the Bay Area, realized social 
work wasn’t for her and shifted course to 
human resources.

During her 13 years in that field, Astie 
enjoyed the extensive writing. But it was 
while she and her family were on vacation 
in Delaware when she got the inspiration 
to write her story.

“I had a dream that I wrote a book,” Astie 
said. “I remember waking up and thinking 
that’s insane. It’s an overwhelming thing 
to write a book and I didn’t know how to 
do it.”

Astie, now a stay-at-home mom, wrote 
“French Twist” during her younger son’s 
naps.

Currently, she’s putting the finishing 
touches on her second work in what will 
be a three-book series. The middle novel 
is about the French wedding that never 
took place. 

She’s enjoyed the experience so much 
that Astie plans to explore other topics to 
write about in the future. 

“This is like the story that every woman 
wants to have, so I have to write this,” 
Astie said. 

“French Twist” can be bought at 
Amazon.com.

know your
Neighbor

Glynis Astie
Author/Stay-at-Home Mom, Ossining
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Vintage Bar and Restaurant in White 
Plains will be hosting a fundraiser called 
“Rock the River” on Thursday, Feb. 27 at 
7 p.m. to raise money to support Sunrise 
Day Camp--Pearl River. 

Sunrise Day Camp is the only full 
summer dedicated day camp in the 
nation for children with cancer and their 
siblings who are between three and a half 
and 16 years old. 

Sunrise Day Camp–Pearl River is 
located on 95 wooded acres in the Henry 
Kaufman Campgrounds in Pearl River, 
Rockland County, and is a member of the 
Sunrise Day Camp Association, which 
also has a location on Long Island. Sunrise 
Day Camp--Pearl River serves children 
from Manhattan, the Bronx, Westchester, 
Putnam and Rockland counties, southern 
Connecticut and northern New Jersey. 

The $125 ticket to “Rock the River” 
includes music by the NERDS, along with 
an open bar, dinner and a silent auction. 
It is a great evening to get on your dancing 
shoes and enjoy terrific food and prizes, 
all to help children impacted with cancer. 

Every day families who have a child 
with cancer deal with the tremendous 
financial and emotional burdens and 
medical costs related to cancer treatments 
and hospitalizations. In order to ease that 
burden, Sunrise is offered completely free 

of charge. It is only through the generosity 
of donors and events like “Rock the 
River” that no child is turned away. Every 
dollar raised for this event will insure that 
those who desperately need a summer 
filled with fun, joy and laughter, will get 
to have one.

“’Rock the River’ represents a giant 
step forward in assuring that Sunrise–
Pearl River has the resources necessary 
to assure that every child struggling with 
cancer, who wants to go to summer camp, 
will be able to,” said Arnie Preminger, 
president & CEO of the Friedberg JCC/
Sunrise Day Camp. “Our partners at 

the Rosenthal JCC share 
with us the deepest passion 
for this incredible project. 
Together we will continue 
to bring childhood back to 
these precious children, and 
change their lives for the 
better.” 

Sunrise Day Camp gives 
the gift of a much-needed 
break to children who battle 
a life-threatening disease 
every day, with simple, pure 
enjoyment of just being a kid 
at camp. 

Nicole Mendola, a 13-year-
old who suffers from a variety 
of cancers, attended Sunrise 

Day Camp–Pearl River last summer. 
She will be at “Rock the River” with her 
family and will speak briefly about her 
experiences. When she arrived at camp, 
Mendola was in a wheelchair and had no 
hair as a result of her cancer treatments. 

“After being in the hospital for eight 
months, it was so exciting to be out and 
come to camp with so many fun things to 
do like music, art, sports, and of course, 
color war,” she said. “Sunrise Day Camp 
means more than just day camp to me, it 
means another place to have fun, make 
friends and be happy…but I have made 

another family also.” 
Mendola is now free of her wheelchair 

and much of her hair has grown back. 
 “Sunrise Day Camp sounds just like 

any camp should–cheering, laughing, 
balls bouncing, a happy place for kids,” 
said Ilene Weinberg, event chair for 
“Rock the River.”

For information, reservations, 
sponsorships, journal ads and 
contributions about “Rock the River” 
or Sunrise Day Camp, contact  Alison 
Rubin at 914-741-0333 ext. 23 or email 
arubin@rosenthaljcc.org or visit www.
rosenthaljcc.org/SunriseRockTheRiver.

Vintage Bar and Restaurant is located 
at 171 Main St. in White Plains. 

The main branch for the Rosenthal 
JCC of Northern Westchester is located 
at 600 Bear Ridge Rd. in  Pleasantville. 
Its Yorktown branch is located at 2966 
Crompond Rd. (Route 202) in Yorktown 
Heights. 

Sunrise Day Camp–Pearl River is 
a non-sectarian camp and is a joint 
program of the Rosenthal JCC and the 
Friedberg JCC, both beneficiary agencies 
of the UJA-Federation of New York. 

The Rosenthal JCC of Northern 
Westchester also operates JCC Camp 
Discovery, located on Route 129 in 
Croton-on-Hudson. 

Fundraiser to Be Held Next Week for Sunrise Day Camp 

Join us at our Saturday Open House 
on March 1 from 10 a.m.–2 p.m. (snow date March 8)

Harvey Cavalier Camp
A Summer Camp as Exceptional as Your Child

Harvey’s 125 acre campus of open fields and woods provides a  
perfect setting for an extraordinary summer camp experience. 

The Harvey School • 260 Jay Street, Katonah, NY 10536
914-232-0581 • harveycavaliercamp.org

A day camp for Pre-K–Grade 9 with over 50 courses from 
fine arts, theater, ice skating, science, gymnastics, technology, 
swimming, sports, music, and much more!

S U M M E R C AMPS

160Ê&Ê170ÊHuntsÊLaneÊ�ÊChappaquaÊ�ÊNYÊÊwww.worldcupschools.comÊ

Gymnastics 
Preschool 
Tween Workshops 

BuildingÊTheÊBestÊChildhoodÊSummerÊ
MemoriesÊForÊOverÊ20ÊYears!Ê

CallÊ914-238-9267/4967Ê
• •

A Feb. 27 fundraiser will be held in White Plains to benefit 
Sunrise Day Camp, the only camp exclusively for children with 
cancer and their siblings.
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By Janine Bowen
Although the weather outside has 

been cold and snowy, summer will be 
here soon, which means schools will 
be out and camps will be in session. 

Parents may already know of some 
good camps or where they’re sending 
their children this summer, but what 
they may not know is that the nonprofit 
American Camp Association (ACA) 
offers free services to help match a 
child with an accredited camp that 
meets each family’s needs. 

“There are camps that can fit just 
about anybody’s requirements…and 
I think it’s something that, without 
getting some type of advice from 
somebody who knows camp, it’s very 
difficult for some people to make 
the decision, or sadly, they make the 
wrong decision,” said ACA Director 
of Camper Placement Renee Flax. 

Flax has worked at the ACA for 
16 years, and her sole job is to help 
parents find the right camp for their 
child. She speaks with parents to 
get an idea of what they and their 
child are looking for. Flax not only 

considers factors such as budget and 
type of camp, but also the personality 
and hobbies of a child to help find 
a good match. In addition, she can 
also help parents find camps that will 
accommodate dietary or religious 
needs. 

Flax said finding a camp can be 
a confusing process. Oftentimes, 
parents get overwhelmed trying to 
figure out subtle differences between 
programs. She also acknowledged 
that a lot of parents are unaware of 
many of the options available to them 
when choosing a camp. For example, 
most parents do not know that many 
accredited camps offer tours as well 
as “Rookie Days” where children can 
try out a camp for a day. 

“That’s something that most people 
don’t even think about or know is 
available to them,” Flax said.

She stressed that parents need to do 
their homework when searching for 
a camp. She said too many families 
choose a camp based on the advice 
of other parents, but don’t consider 
the differences between children that 

could make a camp a good fit for one 
youngster and not the other. 

Flax also warned parents that if 
they aren’t looking at accredited 
camps they will need to be very 
careful during their 
research process. 
Currently, the ACA is 
the only organization 
that accredits camps. 
There are more than 
300 criteria needed to 
gain accreditation. 

“We are ensuring 
the public that [these] 
camps are living up to 
the highest standards 
that any camp can 
live up to,” Flax said. 
“It’s like the Good 
Housekeeping seal of 
approval for camps.” 

Although summer camp is 
still several months away, Flax 
recommended that parents begin 
looking into programs during the 
winter in order to reduce their stress 
and avoid picking a camp that has 

reached capacity. 
“Parents will make a more educated 

decision if they give themselves time 
to thoroughly look through camps 
and all of their materials,” Flax said. 

“An early start will also 
avoid getting locked out 
of a camp that you think 
would be a good fit for 
your child.” 

Flax noted that whether 
parents use the ACA to 
find a camp or elect to 
go through the process 
on their own, the key is 
to devote time and effort 
and avoid waiting until 
the last minute. 

“Put some effort into 
it and you won’t make a 
mistake if you do your 

research,” she said. “If you try to do 
this simply, and you spend very little 
time, you may be lucky and find the 
right camp, but very often you don’t.” 

To learn more about the American 
Camp Association and its services 
visit www.ACA-nynj.org. 

Proper Time and Effort Crucial to Finding the 
Right Summer Camp

Camp Bear Ridge
Toddlers - 4 Years Old

u Water fun and frolic

u Gardening and nature

u Kid Fit cross-training programs

Camp Discovery 500 Yorktown Rd, Croton-on-Hudson (914) 741-0333 x15
Camp Bear Ridge 600 Bear Ridge Rd, Pleasantville  (914) 741-0333 x21
Camp Katan   2966 Crompond Rd, Yorktown Heights (914) 962-8430

Registration Now Open                               
Rosenthal JCC Summer Camps

Camp Katan
Preschoolers

u Explore through nature and water play 

u Weekly organized sports themes

u Dramatic play, music, and movement

rosenthaljcc.org/camps

Camp Discovery
Kindergarten - Grade 9

Find out why our campers keep coming back!

u Expert Swim Instruction

u Free Door-to-Door Transportation

u Brand new clay baseball diamond



February 18 - February 24, 2014 The Examiner14

Instead of lounging by a pool all 
summer, your child could be learning the 
ancient art of falconry or how to predict 
the weather or how to engineer products 
using principles from nature? He or she 
could even learn how to dive among coral 
reefs in Key Largo, Fla.

The Center for Environmental 
Education at Putnam/Northern 
Westchester BOCES is sponsoring 25 
one-week camps on topics ranging from 
meteorology to survival in the wilderness. 

In BOCES’ Falconry Academy, campers 
from 12 to 16 years old will learn how 
to train and handle birds of prey. They 
will also learn how weight management 
affects the behavior and performance of 

birds, how to make equipment used in 
falconry and how to free-fly a bird of prey.

“Each apprentice falconer will have a 
chance to handle a hawk, owl or falcon 
and learn their different personalities,” 
said Dorna Schroeter, coordinator of the 
Center for Environmental Education.

In Weather Camp with Jim Witt, 
campers will be grouped by age, with 
one camp for eight- to 11-year-olds and 
one for 12- to 16-year-olds. Participants 
will learn how to analyze surface weather 
maps, make a weather forecast each day, 
read and analyze weather charts, use 
forecast models to make predictions and 
create a weather broadcast.

In Nature’s Engineers, campers will be 
shown how some of our best industrial 
designs were inspired by nature. For 
example, the woodpecker was the 
inspiration for an ice ax. Japan’s speeding 
bullet train was inspired by a bird’s beak 
and a termite mound inspired the creation 
of an energy efficient building. They will 
look at geckos, boxfish and squid to see 
how they are able to adhere to surfaces or 
move through water.

The EcoDiver Program in Key Largo 
takes place from July 29 through Aug. 
5 and is open to high school students 
who already know how to scuba dive. 
Participants will advance their knowledge 
by learning how to collect valuable data 
from coral reefs and will be eligible for 

EcoDiver certification, provided they pass 
a final test.

For more information on the Center 
for Environmental Education’s summer 

camp offerings, go to http://register.asap-
connected.com/PNWboces or call Rachel 
Wade at 845-225-9256.

Putnam/N. Westchester BOCES Offers Science and Exploration Camps

Town of New Castle Day Camp 
Registration to Begin on March 3

advertising@theexaminernews.com 
www.theexaminernews.com

914-864-0878

Advertise With Us, It Works!

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

Professional Handyman Service:
“I have had great success with Examiner advertising. When I 

moved to this area 4 years ago I began my advertising campaign 
with them and my phone immediately started ringing. People 

always mention that they saw my ad in The Examiner and also 
tell me how much they enjoy the paper.”

Yorktown Pet
“I placed an ad in the Examiner’s Easter promotion. The ad 

was cute and funny. I was amazed at the positive response and 
phone calls I received. The Examiner has a great art dept. and 

they are a pleasure to work with..”

Thornwood Wines & Spirts:
“We were very pleased with the results of our holiday

advertising. People brought the ad in as they did their shopping. 
We plan on increasing our advertising with The Examiner in the 

upcoming year.”

Looking for a quality program with 
a long tradition of fun and engaging 
activities for your children? 

Then why not choose one of New 
Castle Recreation’s Day Camp programs.

The New Castle Recreation Department 
offers affordable day camp programs 
filled with opportunities for campers to 
be active, be creative and be themselves. 
The 2014 summer will be an exciting year 
to attend the town’s camps. 

Depending on what camp your child 
attends, programs will include activities 
such as swimming, arts and crafts, music, 
theme days, special events, performers, 
trips and more.

The Summer Day Camp Program 
includes the following camp offerings:
• Tots Camp: For children three to 

five years old. To be held at Grafflin 
Elementary School.

• Camp Adventure: For children entering 
grades 1-4 next fall. This camp will be 
held at Seven Bridges Middle School.

• On-the-Go Camp: For children 
entering grades 5-8 next fall. This 
camp will also be held at Seven Bridges 
Middle School.
Day Camp registration begins on 

Monday, March 3 at the Recreation & 
Parks Department office, located at New 
Castle Town Hall, 200 S. Greeley Ave. in 
Chappaqua. This includes the “Summer 
at the Art Center” program for children 
four to seven years old.

Looking for camp details and camp 
fee information? Please visit www.
ncdaycamps.com for everything you 
need to know regarding the New Castle 
Recreation Day Camps. All camps are 
licensed by the Westchester County 
Department of Health and adhere to all 
regulations set by the county and New 
York State Health Departments.

If you have any questions, please contact 
the Recreation Department at 914-
238-3909 or e-mail Chris Soi, assistant 
superintendent, at csoi@mynewcastle.org.

lhertel@sawmillclub.com

COME SEE WHAT’S NEW 
AT CAMP SAW MILL!

Check out all Camp Saw Mill has
to offer and start looking

forward to a fun-filled Summer!!

77 Kensico Drive, Mt Kisco NY 10549

914-733-4038
www.sawmillclub.com

Tennis Lessons, Swim Lessons,
Arts & Crafts, Sports, Carnival,

Camp Musical and Much, Much More!

smc Camp Ad 2013.indd   1 2/21/2013   5:55:28 PM
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Cutting-up (Texas Designer) 
Mina Mann (NYC Designer).

Fine Art • Sculpture 
• Unique Gifts • Furniture

Home Accessories • Antiques 
• Exquisite Jewelry • & more...

Apparel by

Unique one-of-a-kind 
gifts for everyone — 
including yourself!

4 Washington Avenue, 
Pleasantville 914-741-6294

Open 7 Days — 
Friday and Saturday until 8pm

Cutting-up (Texas Designer) 
Mina Mann (NYC Designer).

Fine Art • Sculpture 
• Unique Gifts • Furniture

Home Accessories • Antiques 
• Exquisite Jewelry • & more...

Apparel by

Unique one-of-a-kind 
gifts for everyone — 
including yourself!

4 Washington Avenue, 
Pleasantville 914-741-6294

Open 7 Days — 
Friday and Saturday until 8pm

�S�p�e�c�i�a�l�i�z�i�n�g�	�i�n�	�F�i�n�e�	
�A�m�e�r�i�c�a�n�	�C�r�a�f�t

Select Books
Distinctive Cards

Journals

...and more!

Bookmarks

Special Orders

Gift Certificates

Free Gift Wrapping

Unique Gifts

Book Group Discounts

School Orders

Cookbooks

Agate Book Ends

Children’s Books

Reference Books

Out-of-Print Searches

The Village
�

Bookstore

Ten Washington Ave.

Pleasantville, NY

Across from the Burns Film Center

914.769.8322

staff@pleasantvillebooks.com

By Martin Wilbur
Barry Coleman was in good shape 

virtually his entire life. But by 2002, years 
of working at a corporate job and lots 
of business travel conspired to send his 
weight soaring.

Some 25 pounds overweight, a friend 
encouraged Coleman to join him at a 
local spinning class, a version of the 
old stationery bike but with music and 
an intensive 45-minute to one hour 
workout.

At first Coleman didn’t care for it, 
because the seat he was sitting on was 
much too uncomfortable for his backside. 
But a woman in the class introduced him 
to a gel seat and soon he was hooked.

By 2004, looking for a way to 
supplement his income, Coleman 
became an instructor and over the next 
seven years began leading as many as 
20 classes a week at gyms throughout 
Westchester and Putnam counties.

“The music, the class, some have 25 
people in the class, you’re getting a lot 
of energy in the class,” Coleman said of 

spinning. “Myself, I have a lot of energy. 
Period. We’d be in there whooping and 
hollering and when the 45 minutes or an 
hour was over, I’d be dripping in sweat. 
I found out that was the best cardio 
program in all the gyms, bar none.”

In 2011, Coleman and a few partners 
opened up Spinsational in Briarcliff 
Manor, a studio on North State Road 
that devotes much of its focus to what 
has become one of the most popular 
exercise activities in the nation. Coleman 
said Spinstational’s program is about 
75 percent spin class, the high-energy 
cardio workout.  Patrons can top off the 
final quarter hour with kinesis, a training 
regimen that uses light weights to help 
tone and chisel the body.

The advantage of spinning, said 
Coleman, who lives in Yorktown resident 
and is a lifelong Westchester resident, is 
it has little to no impact on joints such as 
knees and hips. If someone has had wear 
and tear on their bodies or has suffered 
an injury there isn’t the constant jarring 
and pounding associated with jogging or 

some other activities.
“It also has the fun element,” Coleman, 

59, said of spinning’s appeal. “You have a 
lot of fun with spinning if the instructor 
has the right vision and he has the right 
energy, or she has the right energy. 
There’s not a fitness program that  can 
offer what spinning does.”

At Spinsational, there are a few other 
activities for those interested in fitness. 
Available programs also include jump 
rope, another top-notch way to burn 
calories, and BOKWA, an increasingly 
popular exercise where participants 
draw letters and numbers with their feet 
while moving to music. 

Coleman also hopes to soon 
reintroduce yoga to his studio, since 
many clients now prefer to opt for that 

after a good spinning class. It’s also 
popular with women, which comprise a 
large majority of his clients.

But the bread and butter of his 
operation is spinning. A 45-minute 
session can burn off an average of 485 
calories, more for those who maintain 
a higher intensity pace, he said. Almost 
anyone can participate. The only 
requirement is being at least 4-foot-8, 
and for those over 75, doctor’s clearance 
is required.

“People feed off each other,” Coleman 
said of the motivation that the class 
provides.

Beginners are sometimes concerned 
they’ll slow down the class, but Coleman 
said he’s gotten rid of his beginners 
groups. He wants newcomers to see what 
they can achieve if they’re serious.

For starters, he recommends four 
to five sessions a week for greatest 
effectiveness, then scaling it back to 
three days a week. But he reminds those 
that fitness isn’t a program but a lifestyle.

“I tell people when they walk through 
this door, it’s not a program, fitness is not 
a program, it’s a life’s journey,” Coleman 
said. “Once you get yourself fit, you 
have to continue to work out in order to 
remain fit.”

Spinsational is located at 450 N. 
State Rd. in Briarcliff Manor. To learn 
more, call 914-502-0614 or visit www.
spinsational.net.
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MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO
Spinsational owner Barry Coleman in his spinning 
studio.
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It’s late and I’m sitting in 
my easy chair, comfy cozy 
with my comforter pulled 
up from my toes to my 
chest, protecting me from 
a cold winter’s night. My 
half glasses resting on the 
bridge of my nose, making 
me look like old man Silas 
Marner, I’m squinting into 
my laptop, happy as a clam 
in my not-so-humble abode, 
happy to be working on a 
project I love doing. Yes, life 
is good, life is perfect, safe 
and secure.

Suddenly, I hear a 
warning buzz, then ominous 
silence. Then, the sound of 
a skillful landing nearby, 
unseen. I look around with 
trepidation. Is it on the 
lampshade? The end table? The side of 
my chair? Oh my God, could it be on 
ME?  I see nothing. Silence.

Maybe that nasty little creature with 
the primitive shield on its back slithered 
into some crack in the space between 
the flooring and the wall. Or better yet, 
maybe I was just imagining the whizzing 
sound and landing? Still nothing.

Then there’s an itch on my calf. I reach 
down to scratch it, but the itch seems 
to have moved to my lower thigh. Oh 

my God, it’s crawling up 
my leg! I scream, more 
piercing than a little girl on 
a roller coaster. I jump up 
and pull down my pants, 
sliding across the floor in 
my stocking feet, trying to 
inspect my legs, front, back 
and side. 

My wife runs in, startled 
at the sight of me, hardly 
the image of Tom Cruise in 
“Risky Business.”  

“What AM I doing?” she 
asked? 

I look at her incredulously. 
I don’t need to speak. It’s the 
drama, the fear, the dread 
of that pestilence that most 
of us find within the inner 
sanctum of our homes this 
winter: the invasion of the 

stink bug. 
We do so much to secure our homes 

from an intruder or the elements, yet 
there’s always something, usually small 
and seemingly harmless, yet disgusting, 
that can sneak in and scare the hell out of 
us. Do any of us really like to see a spider 
with a big ugly sack lurking around in 
our bathrooms. Or how about that tiny 
little field mouse scurrying across the 
kitchen floor from under the kitchen 
range. 

And when we’re in the attic late at 
night looking for that file and we hear 
something that sounds like the flapping 
of a bat’s wings, aren’t we certain we’ll 
be grabbed by our hair and never let go? 
Heck, in the dead of summer, it can be as 
tiny as a mosquito that lights on our arm 
and suddenly the biggest bruiser of a guy 
is defenseless against a creature so small 
that you can’t even see it.

But the invader of the moment, the 
pestilence that everybody is talking 
about but few seem to be able to do 
anything about, is the stink bug.  

“You just have to wait until spring,” my 
wife advised. “Then they just go away.  
They just need to be warm in the winter.” 

Great, I think to myself. So that’s why 
I’m paying $700 a month in heating bills, 
so I can keep the disgusting critters warm 
and scream when they crawl up my leg.

“Don’t worry,” she said while 
comforting me, “I hear that they hatch 
just once every 17 years.”

“Where did you hear that?” I asked.  
My research yields nothing. 

“Oh, just something I heard 
someplace,” she responded in her usual 
scientific way. 

“Isn’t that some other insect you’re 
talking about, maybe the locusts? 
Or wasn’t it the birds in that Alfred 
Hitchcock film?” I asked.

For now, I learned that there are only 

two remedies. You can simply seal every 
crack and crevice in your home to keep 
them from getting in. But, considering 
that I live in a 275-year-old home, I 
would have to cover my entire house 
in an air-tight tarp like the kind they 
used in “Breaking Bad” when they were 
cooking crystal meth inside. 

The other alternative is to use a small 
trap I’ve seen online with an electric light 
inside. It seems that the little stinkers are 
attracted to light. But why would they 
go to a tiny electric light in a small box 
when they have every big light bulb in 
my house around which they party every 
night? 

If I took the time, I suppose I could call 
my pest control service, but to date my 
method to get rid of my stinky visitors, 
which gives me tremendous, almost 
sadistic satisfaction, is to take them on 
one by one, mano a mano, with a tissue 
and squash them flat.  

Oh, but when you do that, I should 
mention that stink bugs tend to stink.

Bill Primavera is a Residential and 
Commercial Realtor® associated with 
Coldwell Banker, as well as a publicist 
and journalist who writes regularly as The 
Home Guru. For questions about home 
maintenance or to engage him to help 
you buy or sell a home, he can be emailed 
at Bill@TheHomeGuru.com or called 
directly at 914-522-2076.

It’s a Bird, it’s a Plane, No, it’s a Stink Bug!  
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Indigo Girls already 
know about The 

Grifter's new album, 
Dangerous World 
–"Songs that stick 

like glue with a 
voice I can't get 

enough of." 
- Emily Saliers of the 

Indigo Girls 

Call 914-403-7053 for information on purchasing the album or visit bcmtunes.com

Available on I-tunes 
and Amazon.com
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By Janine Bowen
The Jacob Burns Film Center has 

been Westchester’s sole art-house 
movie theater since opening its doors in 
Pleasantville in 2001.

That will change when Sundance 
Cinema debuts in Dobbs Ferry by next 
year, providing the Burns with its first 
real competition.

The Jacob Burns Film Center shows 
more than 450 films a year from over 50 
countries. In addition to independent 
films, the theater offers a variety of 
programming series, including a Jewish 
film festival, Italian cinema and the 
Global Watch series, which showcases 
films that address human rights and 
social justice issues. 

Jacob Burns founder and Executive 
Director Stephen Apkon said last 
week that he’s not worried about the 
competition.

“We think Westchester’s an enormously 
vibrant community for film and there 
have always been other venues, whether 
it’s Scarsdale Fine Arts when we opened 
… or even some of the multiplexes that 
play some of the films that we do, but we 
do things that are very different from 
places like Sundance,” Apkon said. 

Unlike the proposed eight-screen 
Sundance venture, Jacob Burns is a 
nonprofit organization, so all profits go 
toward its programming and educational 

mission. 
“Everything that we do goes back 

into our programs — our film programs 
and our education programs. It’s not 
a commercial enterprise,” explained 
Apkon. 

A majority of the funding for Jacob 
Burns comes via memberships from 
residents, which Apkon believes creates 
a unique sense of community that 

patrons won’t be able to find at Sundance 
or other local theaters. 

“I think that at the core of everything we 
do, we’re a community,” he said. “We’re a 
community of people that come together 
through shared cultural experiences and 
I think that is an important element to 
our success and really a defining part of 
our identity.”

Although the Sundance Cinema isn’t 

expected to open for more than a year, 
it is set to be part of a 17-acre mall off 
Exit 16 on the Saw Mill River Parkway, 
with groundbreaking a few months away. 
As the new theater begins construction, 
Jacob Burns is undergoing a renovation 
of its own. 

Two microtheaters are being added 
on the third floor of its theater on 
Manville Road. Apkon believes the 
addition, expected to be completed by 
early next year, will allow the theater 
to expand its programming and attract  
more visitors. 

Apkon said while the Burns’ addition is 
not in response to Sundance, the pending 
arrival of Sundance has encouraged him 
and his staff to continue to provide a 
unique theater experience. 

“I think that any time that there are 
new entries in a market … it should 
make you work harder at what you do 
and define what it is that you do well 
and continue to improve, and we do that 
every day regardless of anybody coming 
in,” he said. 

Sundance Cinemas, part of the 
Sundance Group headed by actor Robert 
Redford, opened the first of its five 
theaters in Madison, Wis., with other 
locations now operating in Seattle, 
San Francisco, Houston and West 
Hollywood, Calif.

Jacob Burns to Get Some Art-House Competition From Sundance

The Jacob Burns Film Center in Pleasantville will have some company in the art-house theater market 
when Sundance Cinema opens in early 2015 in Dobbs Ferry.
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On Sunday, Feb. 9, the Boys & Girls 
Club of Northern Westchester alumni, 
staff and supporters made a toast to a 
combined 100 years of profound service 
and influential teaching carried out by 
three longtime staff members. 

At an alumni cocktail reception at 
the club’s Main Street location attended 
by more than 200 guests, three pillars 
of the community were lauded for 
their lasting impact: Aquatics Director 
Dennis Munson, for 45 years of service; 
Director of Operations Barbara Cutri, 
for 30 years of service; and Director of 
the Pre-School Child Care Center Betty 
Lou Ostrye, for 25 years of service.

Each of the three have dedicated their 
careers to supporting, educating and 
encouraging youth around Westchester 
County, and setting them on the path to 
success and good citizenship. 

“Dennis, Barbara and Betty Lou are 
extraordinary individuals,” said Brian 
Skanes, executive director of the Boys & 
Girls Club. “There are countless adults 
who can trace their success back to 
these three. And because of that, those 
adults are now enrolling their children 

in the club, too.” 
Deepening their ties to the club and 

the children it serves are their own 
histories. All three began attending the 

club as children in the 1950s and ‘60s. 
A deep affinity developed swiftly, and 
the three found themselves committed 
to the club’s mission. 

“It’s a tremendous honor to be 
recognized for doing what I love,” Cutri 
said. “I’m grateful for the opportunity 
to make a difference in our members’ 
lives.”

“The pool – and entire club – is a 
supportive, safe environment for so 
many children and teens from around 
the area, and I’m thankful to be a part 
of it,” Munson added.

“The past 25 years have been marked 
by the best memories and the best 
people,” Ostrye said.

The alumni cocktail reception 
coincided with the club’s 75th 
anniversary, a year-long celebration that 
recognizes influential alumni, staff and 
philanthropists and culminates with the 
annual Humanitarian Award Dinner 
on June 7. Other events include a golf 
tournament at Glen Arbor Golf Club on 
Sept 16 and a Family Fun Day for the 
entire community on Sept. 28. 

Since the Club’s founding in 1939, 
more than100,000 children have walked 
through its doors and taken part in its 
life-changing programming.   

By Tom Auchterlonie
Officials in several local school districts 

are in favor of rolling back legislation that 
cut New York state aid. 

The legislation, which is now called 
the Gap Elimination Adjustment (GEA), 
has been in place since 2009 and was 
meant to address a state budget deficit, 
according to a repeal resolution that was 
unanimously approved Wednesday by the 
Mount Pleasant Board of Education. The 
resolution also stated that the state now 
has a projected $2.2 billion surplus. 

The resolution, which blasts the GEA, 
states, “The NYS constitutional right of 
our children to a sound basic education 
has been seriously compromised for too 
long.”

Mount Pleasant Superintendent Dr. 
Susan Guiney noted that the state’s budget 

gap “no longer exists.” She said that while 
the money is not needed by the state, it is 
needed locally. 

Giving context to her position, Guiney 
pointed out the existence of the property 
tax cap. According to state law, the cap 
limits how much the tax levy, which is 
the amount of tax revenue to be collected, 
can be raised. The cap’s permitted levy 
increase is for the lesser of 2 percent or 
the inflation rate, although there are some 
exemptions allowed.

On its website, the Mount Pleasant 
School District has posted letters residents 
can use to write to state Sen. Greg Ball 
(R-Patterson) and Assemblyman Thomas 
Abinanti (D-Pleasantville) to support 
repealing the GEA.

According to data from the Westchester-
Putnam School Boards Association, 

Mount Pleasant has lost $3,539,033 since 
2010 due to the GEA. Other districts 
have lost sizable amounts during the 
same period, the group’s data revealed. 
This includes $2,260,785 withheld from 
Byram Hills, $2,780,545 withheld from 
Pleasantville and $4,597,008 withheld 
from Chappaqua. For all of Westchester 
County, the number is $306,459,307. 

In the governor’s proposed 2014-15 
budget, according to the group’s data, there 
would be a further loss of $59,668,960 for 
all of the county’s districts.

The Byram Hills Board of Education 
had an anti-GEA resolution in the agenda 
for its Feb. 11 meeting. It was not voted on 
but will be revisited, said board President 
Ira Schulman. The resolution calls for 
the state to give back money that was 
withheld, he explained. 

Schulman also cited the state’s 
improving budgetary situation as a reason 
for the change. Additionally, Byram Hills 
Superintendent Dr. William Donohue 
will reach out to the community and 
explain the relevance of the GEA.

Pleasantville Board of Education 
President Shane McGaffey supports a 
resolution regarding the GEA. He said 
that the purpose of the legislation no 
longer exists and called it a tax. McGaffey 
also expressed concern with other fiscal 
issues that the district faces, including 
the loss of another type of state assistance 
called foundation aid and the existence of 
mandates.

In an interview, Chappaqua Board of 
Education President Jeffrey Mester was 
receptive to the board entertaining a 
resolution repealing the GEA.

School Officials Back Reversing State Aid Cut Legislation

By Neal Rentz
The Mount Pleasant School 

District have reached an agreement 
with municipal officials  that will 
allow the town’s  day camp to use 
two school buildings this summer 
despite a  dispute between the two 
entities last year.

Supervisor Joan Maybury said 
she and town Superintendent of 
Recreation Harry Canniff met 
recently with Schools Superintendent 
Dr. Susan Guiney and other district 
officials to discuss the sharing of 

recreation facilities. During the 
meeting both sides agreed that the 
town could continue to operate 
its day camp at district facilities. 
Camp will be held at Columbus  
Elementary School and Westlake 
High School this summer, Maybury 
said. 

Last year the district and the 
town engaged in a public spat 
over the adult men’s basketball 
program. Maybury warned that 
the town might have to cancel the  
40-year-old  program because the 

district would not allow the town to 
use the Westlake High School gym. 

“The men’s basketball league 
reduced the number of teams 
participating and scheduled the 
games at the community center and 
another location, Maybury said last 
week “We were not given access to 
the high school this year.”

Last fall Maybury wrote a letter 
to the district asking that town and 
school officials meet to discuss the 
matter. 

Mt. Pleasant School District, Town Agree on Summer Camp Terms

Longtime Boys & Girls Club of  Northern Westchester staff  members Betty Lou Ostrye, left, Barbara Cutri,  
and Dennis Munson were honored at a cocktail reception on Feb. 9 for their combined 100 years of  
service at the club. Ostrye, Cutri and Munson received t-shirts for the Club’s “Wall of  Fame.”

Boys & Girls Club Honors Three Staff Members for Century of Service
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By Brian Kluepfel
We’ve all heard the axiom “think 

globally, act locally.” I saw it in action 
Feb. 8 at the annual Hudson River Eagle 
Fest in Croton Point Park. A number 
of birders were gathered around the 
spotting scopes at the boat ramp, happily 
looking at a large number of eagles 
roosting across the river. The cold was 
biting, but the sun was shining and the 
Bald Eagle count reached 21 by 9 a.m.

Then, into our midst walked a Canada 
goose. It might be more accurate to say 
he limped. All tangled around his left 
leg was a mess of fishing wire—it had 
been on there so long, it had become 
embedded and it appeared that the 
leg could have been infected. The bird 
wandered among us, as if pleading for 
someone with opposable thumbs to 
intervene. 

To the rescue: Anne Swaim of Saw Mill 
River Audubon and Charlie Roberto of 
Teatown. They lured the bird near with 
some cookie crumbs, and 
then Roberto made a swift 
grab and took it by the 
torso. Surprisingly docile, 
the bird held its head 
downward, while Swaim 
made quick with a pair of 
scissors. In a few minutes, even the line 
which had become embedded deeply in 
the goose’s leg was freed, and he was left 

to wander off.
Mind you, he still hobbled, and he may 

not recover from the injury. He may yet 
become coyote or eagle appetizer, for 
that is the natural cycle of things. But 
we humans interject ourselves into the 
equation; first with carelessly discarded 
fishing line, then with a pair of scissors 
to remove it. 

On to this week’s topic: interfering 
with eagle populations. It seems that 
thousands of birds are killed each year 
by wind farms, scythed down by the 
rapidly turning blades of the turbines. 
Among those killed are many Golden 
and Bald Eagles. Now the Department 
of the Interior, in what is supposed to be 
a safety measure, has proposed allowing 
the wind farm companies carte blanche 
in killing either species, should they get 
near the turbines. 

The Audubon Society, on a national 
level, has taken a stance against this. A 
30-year open license on killing eagles is 

not the solution, we feel, 
to a complex problem. 
What we’d like to see is 
a discussion of better 
sites for these farms, 
where bird populations 
would be less impacted 

(literally). 
Now in the other corner, pity the 

Mute Swan. Introduced to these shores 

from Europe, it is wreaking havoc on the 
waterways of the North American eastern 
seaboard. It’s a big, nasty 
species; it eradicates 
native plant species, 
fish and even drives out 
native waterfowl with 
its rather overbearing 
presence. (One such 
bird even took a healthy 
swipe at my beloved 
childhood dog; the 
hiss and menacing 
attack display scared 
the bejesus out of him.) 
So now, Audubon has 
signed on to “reduce” 
this species in favor of 
keeping native plants, 
fish and birds around a 
bit longer. 

Personally, I love the 
Mute Swan. What a lovely view they 
provide from Metro-North as one travels 
between Goldens Bridge and Brewster. 
Dozens (hundreds?) dot the reservoirs. 
It’s a pleasurable scene, particularly when 
the autumn leaves change the waterways 
into a kaleidoscope of reds, oranges and 
yellows. 

And what can kill a Mute Swan, you 
might ask? (It has few predators, thus 
its population boom.) A Golden Eagle, 
that’s what. So somewhere in this crazy 

balancing act, we need to save the 
eagles and knock off some of the swans. 

I won’t even start on 
the starlings-versus-
house sparrows-versus-
bluebirds debate. 

So, we want green 
energy, like wind 
power, but we don’t 
want to kill all the 
birds flying around the 
turbines. So Audubon 
is campaigning to 
put turbines in places 
where they’ll have the 
least impact on bird 
populations. And we 
lobby to have non-native 
species like the Mute 
Swan (which I suppose 
swims in mute protest) 
reduced (let’s face it, 

killed) so that the native plants and birds 
of the Northeast have a fighting chance. 

It ain’t easy, all this human 
interference/noninterference. What’s the 
right balance? Your voice is welcome to 
the conversation. 

Now, as for those protesting the 
“culling” of deer in Westchester County-
--that’s a debate for another time, isn’t it? 

Pleasantville resident Brian Kluepfel 
is on the board of the Saw Mill River 
Audubon.

Kill or Be Culled: The Curious Conundrum of the Mute Swan
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ExaminEr mEdia Classifieds 021814

auctions
Buy or sell at AARauctions.com. 
Contents of homes, businesses, vehi-
cles and real estate. Bid NOW! AAR-
auctions.com Lights, Camera, Auc-
tion. No longer the best kept secret.

auto donations
Donate your car to Wheels For 
Wishes, benefiting Make-A-Wish. We 
offer free towing and your donation is 
100% tax deductible.  Call 914-468-
4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For 
Wishes, benefiting Make-A-Wish.  
We offer free towing and your dona-
tion is 100% tax deductible.  Call 315-
400-0797 Today!

classic cars WantEd
Classic Cars Wanted!! 1950-1960 
Cadillacs. Especially 1959ís & any 
convertibles. Will consider Buicks, 
Chevrolets & other makes & models. 
(Finders fee paid) †Call/Text Steve @ 
315- 863- 1600 or Email: eldo1959@
live.com

divorcE
DIVORCE $349 - Uncontested di-
vorce papers prepared. Includes poor 
person application/waives govern-
ment fees, if approved. One signa-
ture required. Separation agreements 
available. Make Divorce
Easy - 518-274-0380.

HElp WantEd
LIFEguARD FDR StAtE PARk In 
YORktOWn is now accepting appli-
cations for summer lifeguards. Must 
have current certifications in Red 
Cross Waterfront Lifeguard, FA, CPR, 
AED, must pass the NY State Parks 
LG Exam. Must be at least 16 years old 
& able to work full/part-time. $15.48/
hr. Apply in person. 

HAIR DRESSER with some follow-
ing to  join our team. Yorktown Hts. 
914-220-2308. 

gOt AVOn? JOIn AVOn! Become 
an Avon Independent Sales Representa-
tive Free Website, work your own hours. 
Contact Laura with questions to find out 
more: Shop online @ www.youravon.
com/lauraw125 Call: 203-942-3738 or 
email @ laura_avon@outlook.com 

AIRLInES ARE HIRIng! Train for 
hands on Aviation Career. FAA ap-
proved program. Financial aid if qual-
ified- Job placement assistance. CALL 
Aviation Institute of Maintenance 
866-296-7093

HomE improvEmEnt
HAS YOuR BuILDIng SHIFtED 
OR SEttLED? Contact Woodford 
Brothers Inc, for straightening, lev-
eling, foundation and wood frame 
repairs at 1-800-OLD-BARN. www.

woodfordbros.com. "Not applicable in 
Queens county"

land WantEd
3 COuntY LAnD LIQuIDAtIOn! 
uPStAtE nY 21 tRACtS, 5-147 
acres from $14,900 Southern TIER- 
CATSKILL MOUNTAINS- CAPI-
TAL REGION! State Land, Ponds, 
Views! Special financing & incentives 
until 2/23! Call for free info packet: 
(888)905-8847 newyorklandandlakes.
com

miscEllanEous
SAWMILLS from only $4897.00- 
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your 
own bandmill- Cut lumber any di-
mension. In stock ready to ship. FREE 
Info/DVD: www.NorwoodSawmills.
com 1-800-578-1363 Ext.300N

music instruction 
PIAnO LESSOnS In YOuR HOME. 
Experienced, patient piano teacher.  
I  teach all levels and ages, beginners  
welcome. $35. Please call Scott Pol-
lack  at 914-235-5416 or email spol-
lack@westnet.com 

out of statE rEal EstatE
Sebastian, Florida Affordable custom 
factory constructed homes $45,900+, 
Friendly community, No Real Estate 
or State Income Taxes ,minutes to 
Atlantic Ocean. 772-581-0080, www.
beach-cove.com. Limited seasonal 
rentals

WantEd
MOST CASH PAID FOR paint-
ings, antiques, furniture, silver, 
sculpture, jewelry, books, cam-
eras, records, instruments, coins, 
watches, gold, comics, sports cards, 
etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT 
914-654-1683

CASH for Coins! Buying ALL Gold 
& Silver. Also Stamps & Paper Money, 
Entire Collections, Estates. Travel to 
your home. Call Marc in NY 1-800-
959-3419

1-800-382-HOME(4663)
www.sonyma.org

If You’re Ready to Buy a Home,
We Are Ready to Help.

The State of New York Mortgage Agency offers:
Up to $15,000 of Down Payment Assistance

for Housing

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR

To Place a Classified Ad 
call 914-864-0878
or e-mail classifieds

@theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication
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Globalization has 
homogenized much 
of the American 
landscape. From 
“American” cars 
incorporating 
foreign parts, to 
“foreign” cars 
incorporating 
American-made 
parts and assembled 

in the United States, a blurred line has 
developed over the past 50 years between 
American made and American inspired. 
An iPhone is American inspired but 
substantially produced and assembled 
overseas. 

Another seeming anomaly is American 
cuisine. We’ve evolved from emulating the 
recipes and cooking methods of French 
and Italian chefs to creating a uniquely 
American cuisine based on the locavore 
movement.

It was with this global perspective that 
I read of the recent White House State 
Dinner for 350 guests held last week 
in honor of French President François 
Hollande. The White House decision on a 
theme for the State Dinner must have been 
rather vexing. What themed recipes and 
ingredients for each of the four courses? 
Which wines to pair with each course?

For the food: Should the inspiration be 
a French gastronomic icon, well known 

to Americans and French alike? Perhaps 
Auguste Escoffier, the early 20th century 
developer and proponent of modern 
French cuisine?

Or should the inspiration be an 
American whose skills were honed on 
classic French cooking and then blossomed 
into a successful and famous restaurateur? 
Perhaps Thomas Keller of The French 
Laundry and Per Se fame? 

And what of the wines?
Should the inspiration be the classic 

French wines I’ve presented in previous 
columns? Bordeaux? Burgundy? Wines 
considered the epitome of fine dining 
accompaniments. 

Should the inspiration be American 
wines emulating French blends and styles? 

Or should the inspiration be American 
wines made by French immigrants, 
exemplifying the mosaic of our culture and 
history?

It seems the White House considered 
each of these options and designed a menu 
that attempted to represent an amalgam of 
ingredients and pairings that evoked the 
crux of America’s French influence and its 
melting pot diversity.

Let me know what you think of the 
menu:  

First course: American Osetra Caviar 
paired with quail eggs from Pennsylvania 
and a dozen varieties of potatoes from 
farms in New York, Idaho and California 

(but no Freedom Fries). 
The wine: 2011 Morlet Family Vineyards, 

La Proportion Doree from Napa Valley. 
The Morlet family are fourth generation 
French winemakers who immigrated to 
the United States nearly two decades ago. 
The wine is a blend of classic Bordeaux 
white grapes. 

Mission accomplished? French classic 
ingredients, deconstructed American 
style; wine crisp and complementary. Yes.

Second course: a salad of petite radishes 
and baby carrots on a bed of merlot lettuce 
and splashed with red-wine vinaigrette. (A 
“tribute” to the First Lady’s White House 
Kitchen Garden plantings.) 

The wine: a bit more of the La Proportion 
Doree.

Mission accomplished? The salad is 
perfect for the season and has a French 
aesthetic, but a separate American wine 
should have been featured. No.

Main course: Dry-aged rib eye beef from 
Greeley, Colo., paired with an artisanal 
Vermont blue cheese, charred shallots, 
oyster mushrooms and braised chard.

The wine: 2009 Long Shadows 
Vintners, Chester-Kidder Red Blend from 
Washington State. Winemaker Gilles 
Nicault is another transplanted Frenchman 
plying his trade in the New World since 
1994, to critical acclaim. The blend of 
Cabernet Sauvignon (50 percent), Syrah 
(28 percent) and Petit Verdot (17 percent) 

pays tribute to Bordeaux with a uniquely 
American twist (Syrah). 

Mission accomplished? Steak is not a 
French staple, but the blue cheese fits the 
bill. The wine pairing is par excellence and 
French inspired. Yes, by a small margin. 

Dessert course: chocolate (from Hawaii) 
malted cake and Florida tangerines, served 
with vanilla ice cream from Pennsylvania. 

The wine: NV Thibaut-Jannison Blanc de 
Chardonnay sparkling wine from Virginia. 
Winemaker and partner Claude Thibaut 
was born and raised in the Champagne 
region. He settled in Virginia in 2003 to 
produce a high-end sparkling wine.

Mission accomplished? A valiant effort 
to rival French desserts, but falls a bit short. 
However, sparkling wine paired with 
chocolate is always a winner. Yes.

Overall, post-dinner reports were 
complimentary. For social media devotees. 
Michelle’s gown was fab and François came 
solo.

Nick Antonaccio is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years 
he has conducted wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

Planning the Meal for a White House State Dinner

By Nick Antonaccio

It’s all about you.

You bet it does. So we’re devising a system to 
let you record and upload what you see. To give 
the public access to the information they need. 
Big things are happening at PCTV. Find out how 
you can get involved at pctv76.org. And have a 
positive impact on your community. Winter, 
spring, summer, and the occasional fall.

A TREE FALLS ON
BEDFORD ROAD. 
DOES IT MAKE 
AN IMPACT?   
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Tuesday, Feb. 18
Short Films for Short People. Picture 

books come alive on our big screen. 
For children of all ages; with an adult. 
Chappaqua Public Library, 195 S. Greeley 
Ave., Chappaqua. 4 p.m. Free. Info: 914-
238-4779 or www.chappaqualibrary.org.

Wednesday, Feb. 19
Zumba Fitness. Achieve long-term 

benefits while having a blast in one 
exciting hour of calorie-burning, body-
energizing, awe-inspiring movements 
meant to engage and captivate for life. For 
all fitness levels. Dance Emotions, 75 S. 
Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. Every Monday 
and Wednesday at 9 a.m. and Saturdays at 
10 a.m. Drop in or weekly discount rates 
available. Info: Contact Peggy at 914 960-
4097.

Blood Pressure Screening. Phelps 
Memorial Hospital Center’s Walkway 
Conference Room, 701 N. Broadway, 
Sleepy Hollow. 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
Free. Appointment required. Info and 
appointment: 914-366-3220.

Knitting Group. Hats for our 
servicemen and women overseas and 
other ongoing projects for care centers 
and hospitals. Clinton Street Center, 1A 
Clinton St., Pleasantville. 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
Free. Meets every Monday and Wednesday. 
Info: 914-769-2021.

Senior Benefits Information Center. 
Counselors offer older adults one-on-
one counseling covering a broad range 
of topics including Medicare health and 
prescription plans, food stamps, HEAP, 
EPIC, weatherization, minor home repair 
and tax relief programs. Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 Main St., Mount Kisco. 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Free. Every Wednesday. 
Info: 914-231-3260.

Sarah’s Studio. Learn art history and 
make your own. For children in grades 1-3. 
Chappaqua Public Library, 195 S. Greeley 
Ave., Chappaqua. 3 p.m. Free. Registration 
required. Info and registration: 914-238-
4779.

Family Movie: “Ice Age.” Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 E. Main St., Mount 
Kisco. 4 p.m. Free. Info: 914-864-0130 or 
www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Thursday, Feb. 20
Let Your Yoga Dance Classes. The 

popular Kripalu noon dance class is now 
in Chappaqua! Combines easy dance, 
gentle yoga and great music. Come join 
this noncompetitive, heart pumping and 
joyful experience. Drop-ins welcome. 
Dance Emotions, 75 S. Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua.10 a.m. $20 per 75 min. class. 
Every Tuesday and Thursday. Info: 914-
238-8974 or email claudiayogadance@
gmail.com.

Yiddish Vinkle. Yiddish speakers (or 
dabblers) enjoy Yiddish poetry, current 

events, short stories, humor, songs, music 
and great camaraderie. Rosenthal JCC, 600 
Bear Ridge Rd., Pleasantville. 1 to 3 p.m. $6 
suggested donation. Meets every Thursday. 
Info: 914-741-0333 ext. 24 or visit www.
rosenthaljcc.org.

Multilingual Mother Goose. Learn and 
share songs and rhymes in other languages. 
For children birth to five years old; with 
an adult. Chappaqua Public Library, 195 
S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 2:30 p.m. 
Free. Meets every Thursday. Registration 
required. Info and registration: 914-238-
4779.

Story Time. Ms. Deirdre and Ms. Maria 
will tell a variety of stories for all ages from 
around the world. Mount Kisco Public 
Library, 100 E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 5:30 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-864-0130 or www.
mountkiscolibrary.org.

Friday, Feb. 21
Zumba Gold. Try this low-impact 

approach to Zumba for the older active 
adult and baby boomer with the same 
sassy, sweaty, fun-filled cardio workout in 
an easy learning environment. Ongoing 
classes; drop-ins welcome. Addie-tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza, Pleasantville. 11:15 a.m. to 12:15 
p.m. $12. Four- and eight-week cards 
available. Meets every Friday. Info: 914-
747-0808 or email instructor at olin.amyj@
gmail.com.

Afternoon Crafts. Come use our 
materials to make a variety of winter crafts. 
Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main 
St., Mount Kisco. 12:30 p.m. Free. Info: 
914-864-0130 or www.mountkiscolibrary.
org.

Family Film. Kermit and friends. For 
all ages. Chappaqua Public Library, 195 S. 
Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 4 p.m. Free. Info: 
914-238-4779 or www.chappaqualibrary.
org.

Zumba Fitness Class. Addie-Tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial Plaza 
(lower level), Pleasantville. 5:30 to 6:30 
p.m. $15 a class. $29 for four classes. $55 
for eight classes. Meets every Friday. Info: 
917-215-1720, email AddietudeDance@
gmail.com or visit www.Addie-tude.com. 

Westchester Community College 
Music Faculty Benefit Recital. To raise 
funds for a music scholarship to enable 
a student to perform in Italy with an 
international group of composers. The 
program will range from opera to electronic 
music. Westchester Community College’s 
Academic Arts Theatre, 75 Grasslands Rd., 
Valhalla. 8 p.m. Suggested donation: $10. 
Info: 914-606-6262.

Saturday, Feb. 22
Pleasantville Farmers Market. The 

market is back indoors and even better than 
last year, with more winter-grown produce, 
meats, breads, cheeses, prepared foods 

and all the goodies you know and love. 
Pleasantville Middle School, 40 Romer 
Ave., Pleasantville. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Info: 
Visit www.pleasantvillefarmersmarket.org.

Chappaqua Library Bridge and 
Scrabble Club Guided Play and 
Instruction. Match wits with former 
library board trustee Stan Kurzban. Bridge 
is not for beginners; singles, pairs and small 
groups welcome. All levels welcome for 
Scrabble. Chappaqua Public Library, 195 
S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 10 a.m. Free. 
Every Saturday in February. Info: 914-238-
4779 or www.chappaqualibrary.org.  

Wildlife in Winter. Come for an hour 
of fun as a naturalist shows off some of 
our favorite animals. This entertaining 
and informative program allows visitors to 
hear, see and touch many of our fascinating 
furry, feathered and scaly friends. Best for 
children five years old and up. Greenburgh 
Nature Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 
2 p.m. Members: $5. Non-members:$8. 
Info: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

“St. Therese.” A drama on the life of 
St. Therese of Lisieux, the patron saint of 
world missions, will be presented in a one-
woman stage production featuring actress 
Alena Adler. Written by Michel Pascal, 
the drama has received critical acclaim. 
Maryknoll Sisters Center, 10 Pinesbridge 
Rd., Ossining. 2 p.m. $20 each. Also Feb. 
23. Tickets available at door the day of the 
performance. Info: 914-941-7575.

The Tortoise and the Hare. Animals 
have always figured in stories and folk 
tales but are they depicted accurately? 
Meet some of these animals and find out 
for yourself. All welcome. Teatown Lake 
Reservation, 1600 Spring Valley Rd., 
Ossining. 2 to 3 p.m. Members: Free. Non-
members: $5. Pre-registration required. 
Info and pre-registration: 914-762-2912 
ext. 110.

Ballo Di Carnevale in Maschera 
(Masquerade Ball). Join us for dancing to 
live music by Emilio & Federico. Wear a 
Carnevale costume if you like and enter the 
costume contest. Westchester Community 
College’s Student Center, 75 Grasslands 
Rd., Valhalla. 8 p.m. to midnight. $10. Info: 
914-606-6790. 

Sunday, Feb. 23
Church Service. St. John’s Episcopal 

Church, 8 Sunnyside Ave., Pleasantville. 
Rite I Holy Eucharist at 8 a.m. Rite III, a 
service geared toward families with young 
children at 9:15 a.m. Rite II Choral Service 
Holy Eucharist at 10:45 a.m. Every Sunday. 
Info: 914-769-0053.

County Center Farmers Market. Farm 
fresh local produce, cheeses and other 
dairy products, meats, baked goods and 
wine directly from farmers and producers. 
Also featuring live entertainment by 
Hudson Valley musicians. Westchester 
County Center, 198 Central Park Ave., 
White Plains. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Admission: 
Free. County Center parking: $5. Last 
Sunday of each month through March. 
Info: Visit www.countycenter.biz.

Teaching Trails: A Community Path 
for Environmental Education. Join 
guided trail experience through the 
woodland forest. Discover who left that 
track, which tree makes the best animal 
home or which plant makes its own 
heat to help melt through the late winter 
ice. Program runs about 30 minutes. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 11:30 a.m. Free. Meets 
every Sunday. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit 
www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Sugaring Sundays. From tapping to 
collecting, boiling to bottling, Teatown’s 
naturalists will be in Warren’s sugarhouse 
sharing facts and folklore about this sweet 
time of year. All welcome. Teatown Lake 
Reservation, 1600 Spring Valley Rd., 
Ossining. 1, 2 and 3 p.m. Members: Free. 
Non-members: $5. Also March 2 and 9. 
Pre-registration required. Info and pre-
registration: 914-762-2912. ext. 110.

The Bare Bones. Bones can reveal 
secrets about the animal to which they 
once belonged. The skeleton holds many 
of the clues. Discover how to read some 
‘bone-a fide’ animal bones. Get an up close 
visit with some cool predators and prey. 
Best for children five years old and up. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 2 p.m. Members: $5. Non-
members: $8. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit 
www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Danceworks Program for Children. 
The dance company of Westchester 
Community College will perform this 
special program. Children will be invited 
to join on stage. For children three years 
old and up. The troupe, a diverse ethnic 
and cultural combination of college 
students and alumni, is led by Company 
Director Mollyann Franzblau. Westchester 
Community College’s Academic Arts 
Theatre, 75 Grasslands Rd., Valhalla. 3 
p.m. $10. Tickets may be purchased at the 
door or calling 914-606-6262 in advance. 
Info: Visit www.sunywcc.edu. 

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Martin Wilbur at mwilbur@theexaminernews.com.com.

continued on next page

Purchase Soul Voices, a premier 60-student 
vocal ensemble, will present an inspiring music 
celebration of  Black History Month on Feb. 25 at 
the Recital Hall at Purchase College,
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Monday, Feb. 24
Healthcare Navigator. Questions 

about healthcare coverage? Berta Pineyro, 
New York State of Health Navigator, will 
help consumers assess health insurance 
needs, understand options available 
and apply for health coverage. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East., Armonk. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Free. Appointment required. Info and 
appointment: 914-813-5192.

Veterans Roundtable. Informal 
discussion and camaraderie among 
members and public service projects. 
Clinton Street Center, 1A Clinton St., 
Pleasantville. 1 to 2 p.m. Free. Meets every 
Monday. Info: 914-769-2021.

Ulysses Discussion Group. Explore 
James Joyce work to experience the 
humanity, morality, philosophy, puzzles, 
puns, comedy and his sheer exuberance. 
Led by Joan Schulman. 195 S. Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua. 2 p.m. Free. Info: 914-238-
4779 or www.chappaqualibrary.org.

Healthcare Navigator. Questions about 
healthcare coverage? Berta Pineyro, New 
York State of Health Navigator, will help 
consumers assess health insurance needs, 
understand options available and apply 
for health coverage. North Castle Public 
Library, 10 Clove Rd., North White Plains. 
2 to 6 p.m. Free. Appointment required. 
Info and appointment: 914-813-5192.

Stories and More. Stories and snacks. For 
children in grades K-3. Chappaqua Public 

Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 
4:30 p.m. Free. Every Monday. Info: 914-
238-4779 or www.chappaqualibrary.org.

Marijuana Anonymous Meeting. St. 
John’s Episcopal Church, 8 Sunnyside 
Ave., Pleasantville. 7:30 p.m. Meets every 
Monday. Info: Contact Erica Itzkowitz at 
EricaItzkowitz@gmail.com.

Tuesday, Feb. 25
Westchester Community College 

Film Series: “Red Like the Sky.” A 
nearly sightless boy is sent to a school 
for blind children where he secretly 
discovers the possibilities of recorded 
sound. Westchester Community College’s 
Gateway Center, Davis Auditorium, 75 
Grasslands Rd., Valhalla. 11 a.m. and 2 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-606-5616.

Colorful Tuesdays. Dispel winter 
gloom. Today’s color is blue. For children 
three to five years old. Chappaqua Public 
Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 4 
p.m. Free. Registration required. Info and 
registration: 914-238-4779.

Italian Language and Culture With 
Mara De Matteo. De Matteo combines 
lively conversation with grammatical 
instruction, creating interactive lessons 
on the richness of Italian culture, past 
and present, through real-life anecdotes, 
literature, personal memoirs, films and 
photography. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 6:30 
p.m. Free. Also March 4. Info: 914-273-
3887 or www.northcastlelibrary.org.

Purchase Presents Soul Voices: 

“Stand!” Purchase Soul Voices, a premier 
60-student vocal ensemble, will present 
an inspiring celebration of Black History 
Month featuring a mix of musical genres 
including spirituals, gospel, soul, rhythm 
and blues, funk and jazz. Recital Hall at 
Purchase College, 735 Anderson Hill Rd., 
Purchase. 7 p.m. Free. 

“Lincoln Revisited.” Pleasantville 
resident Bob Huerster, a Lincoln enthusiast 
for almost 30 years, will look beneath the 
familiar image of Lincoln and highlight 
some of the personal qualities and skills 
that contributed to his greatness. He will 
also recommend books about our 16th 
president, including the one that first 
sparked his interest in him. Mount Pleasant 
Library, 350 Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 
7:30 p.m. Free. Info: 914-769-0548.    

Wednesday, Feb. 26
Digital Learning Day. North Castle 

Public Library is holding this tutorial 
for adults of all ages and levels of 
expertise. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 
Instruction about Facebook from 10:30 
to 11:30 a.m. Twitter from 11:30 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Download devices from  1 to 2:30 p.m. 
North Castle Public Library cardholder 
resources/introduction to databases 
from 2:30 to 3:15 p.m. Free. Reservations 
preferred. Info and reservations: 914-273-
3889.

Teen Book Club. Enjoy amazing books, 
fun snacks and entertaining discussions 
with Lauren Berger, who is working on her 

Girl Scout Gold Award. This month’s book 
will be “Wonderstruck” by Brian Selznick. 
For students in grades 6-8. Chappaqua 
Public Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua. 5 to 6 p.m. Free. Info: 914-
238-4779 or www.chappaqualibrary.org.

Chinese Pottery. With LIU Professor 
Valerie Franco. North Castle Public 
Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3889.

Thursday, Feb. 27
Zzzzzzt! An electrifying program. For 

children in grades 4-6. Chappaqua Public 
Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 4 
p.m. Free. Registration required. Info and 
registration: 914-238-4779.

Study-skills Workshop. Successful 
Study 4 Students will offer this four-week 
workshop for area middle and high school 
students. The workshops assist academic 
achievement by teaching students key 
study strategies that help them learn while 
reducing stress. Chappaqua Learning 
Center, 400 King St., Chappaqua. Middle 
school students from 4 to 6 p.m. High 
school students from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
$395 for the session. Continues for four 
consecutive Thursday nights. Info and 
registration: 203-307-5455 or e-mail 
info@S4StudySkills.com or contact the 
Chappaqua Learning Center at 914-238-
0800.To register for the middle school 
program, visit: http://bit.ly/1Q14-CLC-
MS. To register for the high school 
program, visit: http://bit.ly/1Q14-CLC-
HS.

Westchester County Executive Rob 
Astorino joined with the United Way of 
Westchester and Putnam in celebrating 
National “2-1-1 Day” last Tuesday by 
asking supporters to tell, email, post or 
tweet someone to highlight that vital 
health and human services assistance 
can be reached by dialing 2-1-1 or visting 
www.hudson211.org. 

He also encouraged high school 
students to submit a written or video 
public service announcement for the 
United Way’s PSA Challenge, “Voices 
for 2-1-1.” The contest aims to increase 
awareness of United Way’s 2-1-1 helpline 
while offering teens the opportunity 
to develop their skills and learn about 
careers in communications and media. 
Applications are available at www.uwwp.
org/voices. 

Launched in 2005, United Way’s 2-1-
1 is a free, confidential, multilingual 
helpline that provides millions of people 
each year with health and human services 
information, referrals, crisis support and 
disaster recovery information. 

Contest winners will have their PSA 
publicized by the campaign’s media 
sponsor, WHUD, and other media 
outlets. Communications professionals 

from across the region will serve as judges 
and as featured presenters at “careers in 

communications day” at participating 
high schools.

 “The United Way’s 2-1-1 is a vital 
resource in a number of ways,” Astorino 
said. “It’s a great source of information, 
it reduces non-emergency calls to 911 
and it saves taxpayer money. The PSA 
contest is a great way to publicize 2-1-1 
while also teaching our students valuable 
communications skills. I can’t wait to see 
what our students come up with.” 

In Westchester and Putnam, at least 
one United Way “Voices for 2-1-1” 
winner per category (written PSA and 
video PSA) will be chosen by a panel of 
judges representing media, government, 
nonprofit and communications

“We say that when you have a burning 
building, call 9-1-1, but if you have a 
burning question, you should call 2-1-1,” 
said Pat Anderson, Hudson Valley’s 2-1-
1 outreach and emergency management 
director. “Whether it be with tax 
assistance or a national emergency, 2-1-1 
is available 10 hours a day, 365 days a year 
to get people the help they need as quickly 
as possible.” 

For more information about 2-1-1, visit 
www.hudson211.org or you can call 2-1-
1 from any type of telephone to speak 
with professionally trained call specialists 
seven days a week from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Astorino Joins United Way of W’chester, Putnam for 2-1-1 Day

County Executive Rob Astorino joins United Way of  Westchester and Putnam CEO Naomi Adler, Esq. to 
promote United Way’s “Voices for 2-1-1,” a public service announcement contest for area high school 
students. Several members of  the Westchester County communications and multimedia department will 
judge the contest as well as speak to students about the industry.
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