
By Martin Wilbur
The Chappaqua winter farmers market 

was abruptly canceled last Friday after its 
board of directors learned that the market 
would be granted only five Saturdays to 
operate at the municipality’s community 
center this season.

The sudden turn of events began to 
unfold early last week when the New 
Castle Recreation & Parks Department 
informed the board through Town 
Attorney Nicholas Ward-Willis that there 
were previous bookings of the community 
center for some dates. 

Ward-Willis also said that department 
Superintendent Robert Snyder cited 
a policy that the Senter Street facility 
shouldn’t be rented to the same entity on 
consecutive weeks.

However, board of directors member 

and Chappaqua resident Will Wedge said 
at the town board’s Dec. 2 meeting that the 
market’s board thought an understanding 
had been reached verbally with the town 
for eight Saturdays starting Dec. 20. 

With time running out to resolve the 
issue, the board of directors convened a 
meeting last Friday and decided to scuttle 
the winter market, according to Board 
Chairwoman Priscilla Sorensen. It will 
operate for one more week outside at the 
train station this Saturday and for one 
week indoors at the community center on 
Dec. 20 before closing shop until spring. 

“Our vendors need a consistent weekly 
schedule through April to make the winter 
market viable and there were not enough 
available dates at the Community Center,” 
a correspondence that was released by 

By Martin Wilbur
A zoning change request by an Armonk 

day camp would permit expansion of its 
facilities and would force the North Castle 
Town Board to write parameters regulating 
camps into the municipality’s code.

Breezemont Day Camp, located on 15.6 
acres off of Cox Avenue, has operated in 
its location since 1932 before the town’s 
zoning code was written. Since it has been 
in a residential zone since the advent of 
the code, it is a legal, non-conforming 
use, said town Director of Planning Adam 
Kaufman. 

But because of the camp’s current zoning 
status, there is no mechanism for the camp 
to make significant changes or additions to 
the structures on the grounds.

“Buildings can be painted, they can be 
upgraded, but it cannot be expanded,” 

John Kirkpatrick, an attorney representing 
Breezemont, explained for the rationale 
behind his client’s request.

If the town board were to approve the 
application, it would force Breezemont to 
obtain a special use permit from the town 
board to make any of the changes that are 
currently prohibited. 

There are no plans for Breezemont to 
expand at the moment, although camp 
owner Gordon Josey is looking to be 
able to host a certain number of out-of-
season events on its premises, such as 
birthday parties, Bar Mitzvah receptions 
and functions by local companies and 
organizations, Kirkpatrick said. Those 
events would also require a special permit, 
he said.

Kaufman said he thought that the idea to 

Fundraising, Social 
Media Presence 
Among Other Changes
By Janine Bowen

The Pleasantville Music Festival will 
be celebrating the start of its second 
decade next year with several big changes 
planned, including new leadership. 

Village resident and community 
volunteer Andy Goodman will be taking 
the helm as the festival’s executive 
director. Goodman has been a festival 
volunteer for the past three years, first 
as a security detail for Pleasantville  
Community Television (PCTV), which 
films the event, and then as a member of 
the stage crew, where he helped assemble 
the two stages and set up equipment. 

“It’s always something that I’ve really 
enjoyed,” said Goodman, who has 

attended the festival every year since 
2006. 

“There were a few things that I thought 
I could lend a hand to. I’m in advertising 
… and I can help build this brand, I can 
help get the word out,” he continued.

In addition to his work with the 
Pleasantville Music Festival, Goodman has 
also volunteered for other organizations, 
serving on the PCTV board and with the 
Pleasantville Farmer’s Market, said Mayor 
Peter Scherer. 

“He’s a guy with both deep professional 
experience in marketing and advertising 
… and has contributed those services in a 
variety of settings,” Scherer said.

Although there are still seven months 
until the 2015 music festival, which is 
slated for July 11, Goodman and a team 
of about 30 volunteers have already 
been busy making changes. The festival’s 
website has been revamped and the social 
media presence enhanced, with more 

twitter.com/ExaminerMedia

The Examiner
FREE

December 9 - December 15, 2014 SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS Volume 8, Issue 379

Serving Mount Kisco, Pleasantville, Chappaqua/Millwood/New Castle, Mount Pleasant, Armonk/North Castle & Briarcliff

continued on page 2

P’ville Names New Music Festival Executive Director

Chappaqua Winter Farmers Market 
Canceled Following Date Dispute

Armonk Camp Looks for Rezone 
to Allow for Future Expansion

continued on page 4

Bobcats Triumph
at Winter Classic 

See Page 33

continued on page 4

Andy Goodman, inset, is the new executive director of  the Pleasantville Music Festival, the popular event 
that draws thousands to the village’s Parkway Field for one Saturday each July.

159 E Main Street
Mount Kisco, NY 10549

914.864.2688

Ex� rience at:

THE NIGHT.Light up



December 9 - December 15, 2014 The Examiner2

activity on the existing Facebook page. An 
Instagram account has also been created.

“We want people to be engaged and 
excited and proud and really feeling this 
buzz from the very beginning,” Goodman 
explained. “We want people to be 
involved, like they can’t wait to find out 
what’s going on.” 

He noted that many Pleasantville 
residents feel that the festival belongs to 
them, and people from the village and 
beyond will be able to contribute in an 
entirely new way this year with the launch 
of a Kickstarter campaign. Although the 
page is currently under construction, 
Goodman said that he expects the 

fundraising vehicle to begin just before 
the holidays so that fans will be able to 
donate money to help fund the event. 
In exchange, they will receive advance 
discount tickets and other festival-related 
perks. 

Goodman said that beginning the 
fundraising process early will give 
volunteers a better idea of available 
resources, which will hopefully allow the 
village to book a big-name headliner. In 
turn, that could attract more sponsors 
and other artists, he said. 

The dilemma the village faces each year 
is finding a way to afford a high-profile 
headliner on a limited budget to increase 
publicity and attendance without raising 

ticket prices, Scherer said.
In addition to the Kickstarter campaign, 

volunteers are already looking at 
marketing and sponsorship opportunities 
to raise money and decrease the village’s 
financial risk.

“Those are all challenges but we’ve got 
a bunch of people who have all kinds of 
great ideas and energy, and we’re looking 
forward to helping them achieve that,” 
Scherer said.

Goodman acknowledged that the $50 
ticket price for last year’s festival, which 
featured Ian Hunter as the headline act, 
was a deterrent for many people. While 
it is still too early to determine the 2015 
ticket price, Goodman said he hopes 
fundraising efforts and sponsorship 
agreements will result in a reduction. 

Volunteers are already discussing artists 
for the upcoming festival, although none 
have been contacted yet, Goodman said. 
However, there will be more opportunities 
for visitors to hear music with the Chill 
Zone, a third stage that will be added next 
year. 

While the festival featured a third stage 
several years ago, the Chill Zone will sit 
in the back field at Parkway Field and will 
offer more mellow music for patrons. 

“When people are chilling out and 
relaxing, they can still have music, but it’s 
sort of a kinder, gentler thing,” Goodman 
said.

Volunteers are also looking to enhance 
the food selections. 

Goodman said nothing would be 
possible without the legions of volunteers 
who make the festival successful. He also 
said he’s already received advice from 
several past leaders. 

“The organizers that came before … 
they did such a great job and made it such 
a wonderful event that people want to go 
to, they want to participate in, and they 
want to add to, so we’re very grateful for 
that,” said Goodman. 

The festival, originally organized by 
village resident Jim Zimmerman, saw Sol 
Skolnick and Rich Sarfaty take over as co-
executive directors eight years ago. Last 
year, Sarfaty stepped down and Skolnick 
remained as the sole executive director. 

Skolnick looked back fondly on his 
time as an executive director, joking that 
he had a lot of fun one day a year while 
working hard the other 364, but it was 
time to pass the torch.

“I felt that I had contributed as much 
as I could actively and I wanted to see the 
festival move forward in a new direction,” 
said Skolnick.

“It’s a very wonderful opportunity to 
help create something, which I obviously 
did with many other people, to create an 
event that has benefitted the community, 
benefitted art in the area and businesses,” 
he added.  

P’ville Names New Music Festival Executive Director
continued from page 1
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By Martin Wilbur
A pair of New Castle residents publicly 

proposed last week buying the site of 
the former Millwood Swim Club and 
transform the parcel into a community 
garden and a space for artists and writers 
to work.

Former councilman Michael 
Wolfensohn and Millwood resident 
Quint Smith told the town board last 
week that they would buy the 1.3-acre 
property on Sand Street from the town 
if they can negotiate a mutually agreed 
upon price with municipal officials. The 
town recently took title to the property.

“Our vision is to take the garden 
itself and to make it about community,” 
Wolfensohn said last week. “We want to 
have key holders and we want to open it 
up to the entire Town of New Castle.”

The main function of the property 
would be the garden with roughly26 plots 
that would grow a variety of produce, he 
said. For an annual charge, the owners 
would  also provide access to “creative key 
holders,” people in the community who 
would want to go to a quiet place to do 
artwork, read, write or undertake other 
creative pursuits.

“We feel that this is something that’s 
sorely needed in town and it will beautify 
Millwood, and it will take this property, 
which is just sort overrun, and put it to 
what we feel is a very good community 

use,” Wolfensohn explained.
The swim club closed in 2009 and the 

lot has increasingly become an eyesore 
with overgrown brush and rotting and 
deteriorating fencing and equipment. 
About a year ago, Wolfensohn and Smith 
were part of a group of residents that first 
pitched the idea of a garden to the former 
town board. That original proposal 
did not include the idea of creative key 
holders. 

Smith, whose property overlooks the 
area, said he hoped the town would be 
enthusiastic about the plan that would 
vastly improve the area. The garden would 
be within walking distance of residences, 
including two condominium complexes.

“I look at it every morning,” Smith said. 
“It’s sad that it’s years and years of going 
there and every summer you’d hear the 
kids playing down there. It’s been kind of 
a dead end of the street right now.

Councilman Jason Chapin said with the 
town finally taking title to the property a 
few months ago, officials are at a point 
where they can weigh their options and 
should be able to soon make a decision. 

Chapin said that he is encouraged by 
Wolfensohn’s and Smith’s idea.

“I think the attractiveness of the 
proposal is the diverseness to it,” he said. 
“You’re not just doing one thing, you’re 
doing many things, speaking with many 
different groups and you also are looking 

to work with Saw Mill River Audubon, so 
I think that’s very beneficial.”

While other board members who spoke 
appeared to be supportive, Councilwoman 
Lisa Katz said she was hesitant about 
the plan to charge the key holders to 
have access to the site. Katz said that it’s 
understandable if a community member 
would be charged to have a garden bed, 
but just to enjoy the garden didn’t sit well 
with her.

“I like your idea. It’s very creative, the 
use, and I love that you’ve expanded it 
to not just a garden but to have all these 
other assets,” Katz said. “I don’t love that 
you want to charge people to use the 
garden. If it’s for the community, this key 
holder idea sounds like you’re going to 
charge people.”

Although the land would be privately 
owned, Wolfensohn said that their 
objective for charging the key holders 
would not be to turn a profit, but to cover 
their expenses, including property taxes. 
With private ownership, the land would 
remain on the tax rolls, he said.

He also said that the charge would be 
nominal, likely $25 to $50 a year.

While officials raised the possibility of 
putting the sale out to bid, Supervisor 
Robert Greenstein said since Wolfensohn 
and Smith have made several  
pitches to the town, their plan should be 
evaluated.

The front of  the Sand Street property in Millwood, once home to the Millwood Swim Club, has been 
proposed to become a community garden and space for artists by two town residents.

Residents Pitch Idea for Garden, Creative Space at Millwood Site
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Sorensen on Sunday stated. “The Town 
went out of their way to extend us the 
dates that were available.”

Even before the official cancelation, 
confusion prompted some vendors to 
begin searching for neighboring markets, 
Wedge said. 

“A vendor is a business,” Wedge said 
last week. “A farmer is a businessperson. 
They need to know I’m going to be here 
for eight weeks selling my goods. I need 
to lock in a place to sell my goods. If 
you can’t tell me I’ve got eight days, I’m 

going to Pleasantville, which is what’s 
happening. We are losing vendors to 
Pleasantville.”

A new home was needed for the 
winter market after the Church of St. 
Mary the Virgin sought to double the 
market’s rent. The board of director’s 
correspondence stated, however, that 
money was not the reason for leaving the 
church, but that the growing market had 
outgrown its space.

Town officials had also assisted 
in the search for suitable space. The 
Chappaqua School District had 
raised concerns regarding having 

one of its school buildings host the 
market. Chappaqua Crossing was also 
considered but the available space wasn’t 
properly configured and it was too far 
from downtown, according to market 
representatives. 

Keeping the market outdoors at the 
train station was discussed, but access 
to heat lamps posed an obstacle and 
the town-owned building at the train 
station was only available until mid 
January, when the town hopes to see a 
new restaurant operator take over the 
structure, the market’s statement read.

Town Supervisor Robert Greenstein 

said the town had tried working with 
the market’s representatives to find 
an alternative site but there were 
complications at every turn.

Snyder said that the Recreation & Parks 
Department was able to fulfill the market’s 
request for five Saturdays--Dec. 20, Jan. 
3 and 17 and Feb. 7 and 21. Two other 
Saturdays were still open as of last week 
and the department would have considered 
waiving its consecutive week policy had no 
one else come forward, he said.

“By having a farmers market there 
every Saturday, it violates the policy and 
it prevents anybody else from using it,” 
Snyder said.

Snyder also said he would not consider 
displacing organizations or residents that 
had booked the space for functions in 
advance in favor of the market.

Sorensen said that the board of 
directors is aiming to return outdoors at 
the train station in late April, although 
an announcement will be made in March 
regarding the market’s resumption.

Meanwhile, the market will continue to 
search for a new home for next winter.

“We take the disappointment many felt 
in the lack of finding a suitable venue as 
evidence that there is a deep connection 
between the community and the Market, 
and for that we are grateful,” the board of 
directors’ release stated.

Chappaqua Winter Farmers Market Canceled Following Date Dispute
continued from page 1

Armonk Camp Looks for Rezone to Allow for Future Expansion

Sale Items Below not Included as well as 3LT, 4 LT, 5 LT Wines
A CASE OR MORE

Thornwood Wines & Spirits
All Wines in Store
Mix ‘n Match Your Favorite Wines! 20% OFF!

Shoprite/CVS Center.
1004 Broadway Thornwood

Store Hrs: Monday-Saturday 9:30am-9:00pm • Sunday 12-6:00PM
Tel: 914 747 8071 • Fax: 914 747 8072

Glenmorangie 10 Yr Old ......................... $34.99
Stolichanaya Vodka 1.75 ....................... $35.99
Tanqueray Gin 1.75 ................................ $38.99
Bombay Sapphire 1.75 .......................... $42.99
Belverdere Vodka 1.75L .........................$43.99
Ketel One Vodka 1.75L ...........................$43.99
Jack Daniels 1.75 .................................. $45.99
Macallan Scotch 12 Yr. Old 750 ML ....... $52.99
Glenmorangie 1.75L ............................... $59.99
Grey Goose Vodka 1.75 .......................... $59.99
Johnnie Walker Black 1.75 .................... $67.99
Johhnie Walker Blue 750 ML ............... $169.99

SPIRITS ON SALE
Cinzano Asti 750 ML ....................................................$9.99
Mionetto Prosecco Gold Label ..................................$10.99
Ruffino Prosecco .......................................................$10.99
Zardetto Prosecco .....................................................$11.99
Martini & Rossi Asti ...................................................$12.99
Gruet Brut ...................................................................$13.99
Gruet Blanc De Noir ...................................................$13.99
Roederer Estate Brut .................................................$17.99
Nicolas Feuillatte Brut .............................................. $29.99
Moet Imperial .............................................................$35.99
Taittinger Brut ............................................................$39.99
Veuve Clicquot ...........................................................$39.99

SPARKLING WINES & CHAMPAGNES 750 ML

Dario D’Angelo Montepulciano D’Abruzzo $7.99
Citra Red or White .......................................$8.99
Lindemann’s Merlot (Shiraz/Cab, Cab,
Merlot, Chardonnay) .............................................$9.99
Little Penguin all Types...............................$9.99
Yellow Tail (Chard, Shiraz, Cab,
Merlot, Shiraz/Cab) .......................................$10.99
Folonari Pinot Grigio or Chianti ................$10.99

Bolla (All Types) ............................$10.99
Mezzacorona Pinot Grigio ............$11.99
Cavit Pinot Grigio ..........................$11.99
Barefoot All Types .........................$11.99
Woodbridge Chard, Cab,
Merlot, Pinot Noir ..........................$11.99
Fetzer (All Types) ..........................$11.99
Ruffino Chianti or Pinot Grigio .....$12.99
Relax Riesling ...............................$15.99

1.5 LITERS

FRENCH WINES NY STATE WINESCALIFORNIA MERLOT 750 ML

GREAT WINE VALUES

Beringer Founders ................. $9.99
Bogle ...................................... $8.99
Toasted Head ......................... $9.99
Chateau St. Jean .................... $9.99
J. Lohr .................................. $11.99
Hess ...................................... $11.99 
Kendall Jackson .................. $11.99
Sterling Napa ....................... $12.99
Simi ...................................... $13.99
Kali/Heart ............................. $14.99
Kendall Jackson Grand Reserve $16.99
Meiomi ................................. $17.99
Sonoma Cutrer ..................... $22.99
Mer Soleil ............................. $27.99
Cakebread ............................ $39.99

CALIFORNIA
CHARDONNAY 750 ML

CALIFORNIA
CABERNETS 750 ML

ITALIAN WINES

Clan MacGregor 1.75 ..................... $18.99
Gordon’s Gin 1.75........................... $20.99
Svedka Vodka 1.75.........................$20.99 
Smirnoff Vodka 1.75 ...................... $20.99
Seagram’s 7 1.75 ........................... $21.99
Bacardi Light 1.75......................... . $22.99
Canadian Club 1.75 ........................ $22.99
Skyy Vodka 1.75............................. $26.99
Seagrams VO 1.75 .......................... $26.99
Grant’s Scotch 1.75 ....................... $26.99
Jim Beam Bourbon 1.75 ................ $29.99
Absolut 1.75 ................................... $33.99
Dewar’s Scotch 1.75 ...................... $33.99
Beefeater 1.75 ................................$34.99

Corvo Red or White ................$8.99
Santa Cristina ........................$8.99
Di Majo Norante
Sangiovese .............................$8.99
Falesco Vitano ........................$9.99
Banfi Principessa Gavi ........$11.99
Allegrini Palazzo della Torre $15.99
Antinori Red (Toscana) ........$17.99

Parallelle “45” Cotes Du Rhone $10.99
El Guigal Cotes Du Rhone .......... $11.99
Louis Jadot Beau. or Macon Vill ....... $11.99
Phillippine de Saint Syrlle  
Chat. du Pape  91 WS... ................ $19.99
Louis Jadot Pouilly Fuisse ......... $21.99

Brotherhood Riesling ...$11.99
Millbrook Cab Franc ....$14.99
Hermann J. Wiemer
(Semi Dry Riesling) ......$16.99

Bogle .............................. $7.99
Blackstone ..................... $8.99
J. Lohr .......................... $11.99
Coppola ........................ $12.99
Kendall Jackson .......... $15.99

Monsanto Chianti .................$18.99
Ruffino Chianti Tan Label ....$20.99
Santa Margarita 
Pinot Grigio ..........................$21.99
Ruffino Modus 2010 ............$24.99
Banfi Brunello 2008 .............$49.99
Masi Amarone ......................$49.99
Allegrini Amarone ................$69.99

Jacobs Creek Chardonnay ...$6.99
Santa Rita Sauv. Blanc .........$6.99
Santa Rita Cabernet ..............$6.99
Rosenblum Zinfandel ............$8.99
Cline Zinfandel ......................$8.99
Ravenswood Zinfandel .........$9.99
Gascon Malbec ...................$10.99
Apothic Red.........................$11.99
Layer Cake Cabernet ..........$12.99
Layer Cake Malbec .............$12.99

Beringer Founders .............. $9.99
Estancia ............................ $11.99
Coppola ............................. $12.99
Sterling Napa .................... $12.99
Rodney Strong .................. $13.99
Sebastiani ......................... $13.99
J. Lohr ............................... $14.99
Hess ................................... $14.99
Kendall Jackson ............... $17.99
Decoy ................................ $17.99 
Simi ................................... $18.99
Hall Napa ........................... $39.99
Stags Leap ........................ $46.99
Caymus ............................. $64.99
Caymus Special Select ... $119.99

Joel Gott Zinfandel or Cab ..$14.99
Tres Picos Garnacha ...........$14.99
Erath Pinot Noir ...................$15.99
A to Z Pinot Noir ..................$15.99
Catena Malbec ....................$15.99
Meiomi Pinot Noir ...............$17.99
La Crema Pinot Noir ............$19.99
Chalk Hill Sauv. Blanc .........$19.99
Bogle Phantom....................$21.99
The Prisoner ....................... Inquire

Sale runs 
through 
12/31/14

CORDIALS 750 ML
Baileys ............................................................................$23.99
Romana Sambuca ..........................................................$23.99
Amaretto Disaronno ......................................................$23.99

Our Wine and 
Liquor Gift Sets 
Have Arrived!

Over 50 Gift Sets 
to Choose From!

make Breezemont a conforming use was a 
sound one because it would allow the town 
to control any changes that would take 
place there and at other camps in town.

“We’ll have approval authority over 
any expansions and the operation that 
can occur at the camp or camps in town,” 
Kaufman said.

Supervisor Michael Schiliro said the 
major issues that the town board would 
have to iron out before considering a 
zoning change would be the minimum 
acreage to allow a camp; the maximum 
number of campers per acre; determining 
if camps should be on or near a state 

or county road to limit the chances of 
proliferation in residential areas; and 
deciding on the number of extra events it 
could host each year.

At a Dec. 4 town board work session, 
officials talked about requiring 10 acres for 
the operation of a camp and a maximum 
number of campers per acre from 25 to 30 
children. Josey said last summer, the first 
year he operated Breezemont, there were 
about 300 campers. In its heyday, the camp 
attracted as many as 650 children.

Schiliro said he and the board should 
take some time to evaluate the potential 
impacts not only on Breezemont’s 

neighbors but other areas in town.
Although none of the structures on the 

grounds are local landmarks, including a 
century-old building that was once used 
as a summer hotel, town Landmarks 
Preservation Committee Chairwoman Sue 
Shimer said there are potential pitfalls. 

“I think that before you act on this 
you should be aware of what you have 
and what you might lose by this change,” 
Shimer said.

Officials said they would place the item 
on the Jan. 14 town board meeting agenda 
for the purpose of referring the matter to 
the county planning board.
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By Janine Bowen
Pleasantville Superintendent of Schools 

Mary Fox-Alter last week disputed a state 
Education Department (SED) report 
revealing that a smaller percentage of the 
district’s high school graduates went on to 
college than the district reported. 

According to the report “Where Are 
They Now,” only 84 percent of students 
from the 2012 Pleasantville High School 
graduating class attended some form 
of post-secondary education. Fox-Alter 
explained that the Lower Hudson Council 
of School Superintendents examined the 
local data and found a large discrepancy 
between the state’s statistics and their own. 

Fox-Alter explained the council 
analyzed data from all but five of the 2012 
graduates. For all school districts in the 
region, the state reported that 74 percent of 
students who graduated in 2012 are college 
students. Based on its research, the council 
found that number is actually 90 percent.

Following the report’s release, SED 
officials acknowledged there was a 3 
percent discrepancy.  

Fox-Alter said it was irresponsible for 
the state to release bad data, she said. 

“That’s (16) points. There’s a big difference 
between that and the three points that the 
state Education Department said their data 
was off by,” Fox-Alter said. “We feel it’s a 
slap at our public high schools, a slap at 
public education.” 

Data for the state report was compiled 

from information provided by the 
National Student Clearinghouse, a 
nonprofit organization that provides 
services to 3,600 universities and colleges 
in the United States. Data is not provided 
from all colleges and some students opt out 
of having their information shared, which 
automatically discounts those students.

Furthermore, some schools did not 
provide data for students who don’t receive 
financial aid. Fox-Alter also noted that 
the state report failed to count students 
who elected to attend college in another 
country. Two 2012 graduates went on to 
attend McGill University in Montreal and 
were, therefore, not included in the state 
report, she said. 

Fox-Alter said she was appalled at the 
way the state report discounted students 
who chose military service. Students who 
opted to enter the armed forces should 
have been removed from the data; instead 
they were counted against the school’s 
statistics. 

“If a student elected to join the armed 
services or to give the ultimate sacrifice to 
join the military, that number should have 
been reduced from the bottom. Instead, it 
was included and looked at as a no-show,” 
she said. 

Fox-Alter stated that the Lower Hudson 
Council has sent several e-mails to Ken 
Wagner, SED’s deputy commissioner for 
curriculum, assessment and education 
technology, to share their findings and 

request that he rethink the report. Their 
correspondences have been to no avail.

Despite the outcry, Wagner is standing 
by the report and asserting that the 
information is an important tool. 

“Although there are reasons why the 
results for a particular school may be 
slightly higher than what is contained 
in the Where Are They Now reports, 

these reports can be an important tool 
to evaluate the effectiveness of student 
pathways through a K-12 course of study 
and beyond, and can supplement other 
sources of statewide information, such as 
the school report card, the graduation rate 
and aspirational performance measures,” 
Wagner said in a released statement. 

Hardly Foolish

P’ville Super Challenges State Report on College Attendance

The Westlake Players took Neil Simon’s “Fools” to an absurd level last month with three 
performances of  the comedy about a school teacher sent to a small Ukrainian town where a curse 
of  stupidity had been placed hundreds of  years ago. The show, which served as the group’s fall 
production, included Aidan Glendon, left, and Joe Tagarelli. Seniors enjoyed a complementary lunch 
before the final performance on the Sunday afternoon.
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(914) 232-3570
Route 100 Somers

(Between IBM & Pepsico •1 1/2 miles
north of Rt. 35 Junction)

Store Hours:
Mon-Sat 8-6 • Sun 8-5

Prices in Effect 
until Dec. 23

Christmas Trees
Fraiser Fir • Norway Spruce • Alberta Spruce

Poinsettias
(4 1/2’ - 10” Pot)

All Colors $5.95 & up

Fresh Wreaths 18”
Decorated ................................. $28
Undecorated ............................. $20

Katonah Nursery, Inc.

Fresh White 
Pine Roping 

Available
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By Martin Wilbur
The New Castle Town Board last 

week reviewed proposed revisions in 
the local draft law regulating aspects of 
the Chappaqua Crossing retail proposal, 
triggering debate about whether chain 
restaurants should be permitted at the site.

Discussion of the major revisions, which 
came during the Dec. 2 continuation of 
the three remaining concurrent public 
hearings related to developer Summit/
Greenfield’s rezoning request, included 
the requirement of at least 25,000 square 
feet of fitness-related use and clarified that 
there would be 500,000 square feet of office 
space that could be rented in addition to 
the 120,000 square feet of retail.

Furthermore, Whole Foods, which has 
signed a lease to operate a 40,000-square-
foot supermarket, would have maximum 
allowable growth of up to 56,000 square 
feet, a reduction of 10,000 square feet. 

However, when it was raised whether 
there should be restrictions placed on the 
type of restaurants at Chappaqua Crossing, 
Councilwoman Lisa Katz said that chains 
should be prohibited. Summit/Greenfield 
intends to court establishments such as 
Chipotle, Panera Bread and Five Guys. 

Currently, there is no restriction on 
restaurants proposed for the site, including 
chain restaurants.

“There are a lot of amazing restaurants, 
including Le Jardin, that are not chain 
restaurants that do phenomenally in this 

area,” Katz said, “and I think we would 
not be losing anything, or not letting the 
developer have a successful business, by 
prohibiting chain restaurants.”

Katz also pointed to the number of 
highly regarded restaurants that have 
sprouted in Armonk, none of which are 
chains.

Supervisor Robert Greenstein said 
there’s no municipality in Westchester 
that has restricted chains, including North 
Castle. He said market forces should 
dictate the types of eateries that decide to 
move into a location.

“I do agree that we have something very 
special here, but we do also have 500,000 
square feet of office space and the people, if 
we want them to be able to rent the offices 
and we would get tax revenue from that, it’s 
also nice of them for the people who work 
there to have someplace to go for lunch, 
like a Chipotle or a Chopt,” Greenstein 
said.

Katz said that there could be good 
independent restaurants that could move 
into the site, plus there already is a cafeteria 
in one of the buildings. Furthermore, 
Whole Foods is also planning extensive 
food service.

“I cannot imagine a valid argument 
can be made that Summit/Greenfield 
cannot survive if they don’t have chain 
restaurants,” she said.

Town Attorney Edward Phillips said 
if the town considers a ban on chain 

restaurants, similar to what East Hampton 
in Suffolk County proposed, it could 
expose itself to litigation.

Councilwoman Elise Kessler Mottel said 
that the board needs to be careful about 
what it lets into the complex.

“I look at Chappaqua Crossing as just a 
very special place and it should be treated 
as a special place, and we should look 
carefully at what the uses are,” Mottel said. 
“We want to make it a destination and not 
just a place where you can get restaurants, 

where they can be placed in any other area 
in Westchester.”

Regardless of what officials decide, 
Councilman Jason Chapin said that 
restaurants in general at Chappaqua 
Crossing would serve the town well. 
The recent AKRF report revealed that 
New Castle has just a 15 percent capture 
rate for full-service restaurants and a 38 
percent capture rate for limited service 
establishments, he said.

New Castle Ponders Ban of Chain Eateries at Chap Crossing
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OFFICE OF CONGRESSWOMAN LOWEY PHOTO
High school students from Temple Beth El of  Northern Westchester in Chappaqua and two other 
synagogues were on Capitol Hill Monday meeting with Rep. Nita Lowey following a weekend-long 
educational program run by The Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism, which seeks to educate 
Reform Jewish teens about relevant public policy issues of concern to the Jewish community. 

Leaders of the Future



December 9 - December 15, 2014 The Examiner8

By Martin Wilbur
Fire commissioner elections 

ordinarily don’t get much attention, 
but it can be easily argued that the 
departments the commissioners serve 
represent the most important service 
for residents.

Tonight (Tuesday) are the elections 
for many area departments, including 
the Armonk Fire Department where a 
relative newcomer is running for the 
first time against a longtime member.

William Wallerstein, who joined 
the department in 2010, a year after 

relocating to Armonk from New York 
City, is taking on 47-year member 
Edwin Schultz. Schultz has served on 
the board of commissioners for 16 
years. The seat being contested is for 
a five-year term on the five-member 
board.

Wallerstein, who works for a developer 
managing construction projects in the 
city, said he would bring new blood and 
a fresh perspective that could prove 
beneficial as the department faces 
challenges such as maintaining its ranks 
and containing costs.

“The people who are commissioners, 
I think for the most part, have been 
around for quite awhile,” Wallerstein 
said. “I ask questions. So if somebody 
says that’s the way we’ve been doing it, 
I’ll say, ‘Why have you been doing it that 
way? Is there something written that 
you’ve been doing it that way or is it a 
generally accepted practice?’ I’m a little 
more challenging in terms of questions 
instead of going along because that’s the 
way it’s done after all this time.”

Finding ways to attract and retain 
volunteer firefighters is a primary focus 
for Schultz, a longtime town resident 

who is part of the family that formerly 
owned and operated the Cider Mill.

“I enjoy the camaraderie of the fire 
department and I enjoy helping people,” 
said Schultz, now a school bus driver 
who estimates that he makes about 200 
calls a year. “Even when I was young, I 
enjoyed helping people.”

Keeping the volunteer department 
intact is essential to help the heavy 
financial burden that would fall on the 
town and the taxpayers, Schultz said. 
The department has recently added a 
professional EMT but it would be too 
expensive to go the same route

Wallerstein, said that his business 
background would help him make 
effective decisions.

“I’m used to dealing with budgets 
and I’m used to supervising activities, 
making sure plans are implemented and 
just sort of having an overall business 
background,” he said.

The election is tonight (Dec. 9) from 
6 to 9 p.m. at the firehouse located at 
400 Bedford Rd. Residents who are 
registered voters and live within the fire 
district are eligible to vote.

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

Newbie, Veteran Member Face Off in Armonk Fire Dept. Commissioner Race

1 inch minimum
logo size
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Work with a participating Home Performance with ENERGY STAR® 
contractor to learn how you can lower your energy bills and stay warm.
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For more information on home energy 
assessments, visit  
nyserda.ny.gov/affordable-winter

By Martin Wilbur
Mount Kisco police continue to 

investigate a pair of gas station robberies 
that occurred last week about a half-hour 
apart by an assailant that was described 
similarly by witnesses.

Police received a call on Dec. 1 at 5:41 
p.m. from an attendant at the BP station 
at 120 N. Bedford Rd. that a male about 
5-foot-8, with a medium complexion and 
wearing a black-colored face mask and 
additional winter clothing brandished a 
handgun and demanded money.

The attendant complied with the order 
and the robber fled on foot, police said.

At 6:09 p.m., police also received a call 
from an attendant at the Shell station 
at 513 Main St. that a male had entered 
the premises and brandished a gun and 
demanded money. Police said the Shell 
station attendant estimated the robber to 

be about 5-foot-8 and 160 pounds, with a 
medium complexion and wearing a dark 
hooded sweatshirt, sunglasses and a black 
mask. The gunman also fled on foot.

In both incidents, the attendant was 
unharmed. The amount of money taken in 
both robberies was not disclosed by police.

Investigators are speaking with law 
enforcement agencies across the region 
in hopes of determining whether the two 
incidents are related to other gas station 
robberies that have been reported in 
Westchester and neighboring counties.

Mount Kisco police were assisted in both 
cases by the Bedford Police Department 
and the Westchester County Department 
of Public Safety.

Anyone with additional information or 
possible leads on the two robberies may 
contact Mount Kisco detectives at 914-
666-3855.

Pair of Mt. Kisco Gas Stations 
Robbed By Gunman Last Week
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By Neal Rentz
Mount Kisco Police Chief Joseph 

Spinelli indicated last week uncertainty 
about his role if the village’s force 
consolidates services with the Westchester 
County Department of Public Safety.

Spinelli, who was formally introduced 
to residents at the Dec. 1 village board 
meeting after taking a symbolic oath of 
office, speculated that if the consolidation 
were approved he could handle 
responsibilities such as supervising 
parking enforcement and school crossing 
guards. 

“The chief of police could serve as 
the liaison between the county and the 
village,” he said. 

Spinelli, 46, a Carmel resident, said he 
would continue with the title of police 
chief even if the 27-member department’s 
consolidation with the county became 
a reality. No agreement between Mount 
Kisco and the county has been reached 
yet after three years of talks.

He became the village’s first permanent 
chief in more than two years when he was 
appointed last month to take over the post 
effective Nov. 11. 

“This is an important position that we 
filled,” Mayor Michael Cindrich said.

Spinelli voiced support for the 
consolidation proposal while serving 

as president of the  Police Benevolent 
Association. He said last week he 
continues to back the concept.

Cindrich once again said last week there 
still is no agreement in place between the 
county and the village as local officials 
continue to wait for news from the county.

Spinelli has served in Mount Kisco 
for 14 years and had been a sergeant for 
the four years prior to his appointment 
as chief. Before coming to Mount Kisco, 
Spinelli was a Putnam County sheriff ’s 
deputy for 11 years, working a variety of 
investigations, including homicides and 
drug cases.  

Mount Kisco Police Chief Still 
Waiting to Hear on Consolidation

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
New Mount Kisco Police Chief  Joseph Spinelli, 
unsure what his role would be if  the village 
and county consolidated police services, 
took a symbolic oath of  office last week while 
accompanied by family and officials.
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Shopping Center Proposal to Be 
Referred to Mt. Pleasant Planners
By Neal Rentz

The Mount Pleasant Town Board is 
expected to refer a controversial Columbus 
Avenue shopping center proposal next week 
to the planning board.

Town resident Chris DeMartino hopes 
to build the 16,700-square-foot Columbus 
Plaza on a 5.1-acre parcel on Columbus 
Avenue. The town board is considering 
a plan to rezone the parcel from an 
office space zone to one that allows retail 
business. 

The project has been criticized by several 
merchants in the Rose Hill Shopping 
Center, located less than a mile away. Those 
opposed to the new plan have said they are 
concerned there could be an oversaturation 
of business in the area. 

Supervisor Carl Fulgenzi said last week 
that the town board, which will likely make 
the referral to the planning board tonight 
(Tuesday), is looking for feedback about the 
proposal before continuing review.

“I think we need something new,” Fulgenzi 
said of area commercial development. The 
types of businesses that would rent at a new 
shopping center shouldn’t be different than 
those at Rose Hill, he said. 

At previous meetings, town board 
members said a new facility could have an 
upscale clothing store and a non-chain food 
store.

Budget public hearing
Also scheduled is the town board’s 

second and final public hearing on the 
town’s proposed $43 million 2015 budget. 

Spending is proposed to increase about 
$300,000 over this year. Key expenditures 
include more expensive employee pension 
and health care costs. 

If approved in its current form, residents 
living in the average assessed house would 
pay an additional $10 in town property 
taxes in 2015.

Fulgenzi said the town board will vote on 
next year’s budget following the hearing’s 
closure.

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
Mount Pleasant Supervisor Carl Fulgenzi
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Mount Kisco Police Department

Nov. 29: Report of a suspicious incident 
at 4:53 p.m. A Lexington Avenue resident 
stated that she received a call at home 
from an unknown subject claiming to 
be from Con Edison, but she believed 
it was a prank call. The complainant 
immediately hung up the phone.

Dec. 1: A West Street man, 47, reported 
at 11:56 p.m. that he’s been having an 
ongoing problem with an individual 
and believes that person tried to hit him 
earlier while driving a red SUV. He stated 
that the white male is about 25 years old. 
The matter is under investigation.  

Dec. 2: A 40-year-old Mount Kisco 
woman reported a larceny at 2:24 p.m. 
When she wanted to use her debit card 
at Target on North Bedford Road, she 
learned that the bank had put a block on 
the card and was unable to complete the 
transaction. The bank blocked further 
activity after there had been $130 in 

suspicious purchases charged to the 
account. There are no suspects at this 
time.

Dec. 3: Report of a possible larceny 
at a St. Marks Place residence at 1:37 
p.m. The 90-year-old resident stated that 
there was an undisclosed amount of cash 
that was missing. His family told police 
that he has been suffering from onset of 
dementia and may have misplaced the 
money.

Dec. 3: Report of a disruption on 
Amuso Drive at 2:24 p.m. A 25-year-
old female resident was having a verbal 
altercation in the parking lot with 
another woman. Officer responded; no 
further action deemed necessary.

Dec. 4: A shopper at the A&P 
supermarket parking lot on North 
Bedford Road reported at 6:42 p.m. 
that his car may have been stolen. A 
short time later, the individual called 
back to report that he located the car in  
the lot.

Pleasantville Police Department

Dec. 2: A 33-year-old Stamford, Conn. 
man was arrested on Memorial Plaza at 
12:32 p.m. and charged with driving with 
a suspended license following a traffic stop.

Dec. 2: Report of a disturbance on 
Hopper Street at 5:47 p.m. A group of 
youths was having a verbal disagreement; 
matter adjusted.

Dec. 5: A 25-year-old Somers man was 
arrested at 9:19 a.m. for selling illegal 
substances on Hopper Street.

Dec. 5: Report at headquarters of an 
incident of harassment at 10:14 a.m. No 
further information available at this time. 
The matter is under investigation.

North Castle Police Department

Nov. 27: A complainant reported at 
headquarters at 1:48 p.m. about a civil matter 
that he wanted to make a matter of record. 
The individual stated that he filled up his 

vehicle with gas at the Texaco station on Main 
Street this morning and shortly after leaving 
the station the car stalled and was unable 
to start again. The complainant believed he 
may have gotten a bad load of gas and had 
information that two other people also had 
the same problem this morning. The car was 
towed to a repair shop in Harrison.

Nov. 28: Report of a possible suspicious 
incident at the North Castle pool on 
Greenway Road at 1:33 p.m. A caller stated 
that the doors to the utility room are open 
and swinging in the wind. The responding 
officer reported that the doors are apparently 
damaged and are unable to be secured, but 
everything else checks okay.

Dec. 1: A Main Street merchant reported 
at 3:31p.m. that two suspicious males, one a 
tall white subject with gray hair and the other 
a medium height black man, have come 
into her store for the past few days without 
buying anything. She believes that they may 
be casing her store for a possible robbery or 
larceny.

Walter Morgan
Walter Daniel Morgan of Thornwood 

died on Dec. 2.
He was 79. 
Morgan was born on Sept. 25, 1935, 

in New York City to the late Walter 
and Edith Morgan. He attended 
Eastchester public schools and received 
his bachelor’s and master’s degrees 
in education from City College and 
a doctorate in education from SUNY 
Albany. 

Morgan began his career as an 
industrial arts teacher in New York 
City and Irvington High School. He 
was a school business administrator 
at Irvington public schools and then 
assistant superintendent-finance at 
Hawthorne Cedar Knolls Union Free 
School District in Hawthorne.  He was 
an adjunct professor at SUNY New 
Paltz, Mercy College, Pace University 
and Columbia University. For many 

years, Morgan served as a member of 
the Board of Trustees of Westchester 
Exceptional Children’s School in North 
Salem.

He is survived by his loving wife, Joan 
(Donohue), of 53 years; his daughters. 
Susan Morgan of Mount Kisco and 
Elizabeth (Joseph) Castellano of 
Brewster; his three grandchildren, 
John Daza and Emma and Danielle 
Castellano; and his brother, Tom, of 
Kettering, Ohio.

He was a thoughtful, kind and loving 
man known for his warm nature, 
wonderful sense of humor and quick 
wit. He will be missed deeply by all 
whose lives he touched.

Visitation was at Beecher Flooks 
Funeral Home on Dec. 4. A Mass of 
Christian Burial was celebrated on Dec. 
5 at Holy Rosary Church in Hawthorne 
followed by interment at Gate of Heaven 
Cemetery. 

Obituaries
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Jane Kelly
Jane F. Kelly of Pleasantville passed 

away peacefully at her home on Nov. 29 
surrounded by family. 

She was 95.
Kelly was the youngest child born 

to Edward J. and Helen Carr Kelly in 
Mount Kisco on Oct. 5, 1919.

She was predeceased by her parents; 
her brother, Edward J.; and two sisters, 
Kathryn E. Carle of New York and Helen 
L. Reulbach of New Jersey. Kelly was 
also predeceased by her loving niece, 
Helen A. Kelly, with whom she lived, 
and two nephews, Donald F. Reulbach 
of New Jersey, Walter G. Reulbach, 
Jr. of Virginia and Edward L. Clancy, 
grandnephew of New Jersey.

Kelly was an executive secretary with 
several New York City firms, including 
Montgomery Ward and Burlington 
Mills. She retired from Max Ascheim 
and Co. in New York City. She was 

a communicant of Holy Innocents 
Catholic Church in Pleasantville and 
had strong religious faith. Kelly was also 
a cancer survivor of more than 25 years. 

She was also an avid reader and 
enjoyed traveling throughout North 
America and Europe and trying her 
hand at cooking and gardening.

Kelly is survived by her niece, Mary V. 
Clancy, of Jackson, N.J.; 11 grandnieces 
and grandnephews; 19 great-
grandnieces and great-grandnephews; 
and two grandnephews, twice removed.

The family received friends on Dec. 
5 at Beecher Flooks Funeral Home 
in Pleasantville. A Mass of  Christian 
Burial was celebrated on Dec. 6 at 
Holy Innocents Catholic Church in 
Pleasantville followed by interment at 
All Souls Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be 
made to Holy Innocents Church and/or 
the cancer foundation or charity of your 
choice.
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Armonk’s Sylvie Binder, 15, won the 
gold medal at the Tauberbischofsheim 
Cadet European Cup in Germany on 
Nov. 30. She led a U.S. sweep of the top 
three spots with her teammates, Morgan 
Partridge (Swansea, Mass.) and Stefani 
Deschner (Mechanicsville, Va.), who 
finished second and third, respectively. 

The Tauberbischofsheim Cadet 
European Cup attracted more than 200 
fencers from across Europe and Asia in 
addition to a delegation of 20 top fencers 
from the U.S. The competition has a 
reputation of being a challenging test 
because it is held over two grueling days 
with multiple rounds of elimination. It’s 
also fierce competition because fencing 
is very popular in Germany, a country 
that has produced multiple Olympic 
champions in the sport. 

Binder’s gold medal is her second 
medal of the international season. In 
October, she earned a bronze in the 
Gyor Cup in Hungary. As a result of her 
victory, Binder climbed to No. 2 in the 
National Point Standings for the Cadet 
level (16 and under) behind Partridge 
and ahead of Deschner. At the end of 
the season in February, the top three 
ranked fencers will represent the United 
States at the World Championships in 

Tashkent, Uzbekistan in April.
Binder, who began fencing at seven 

years old, trains at the Fencing Academy 

of Westchester in Hawthorne under the 
coaching of Anya Katkova and Slava 
Grigoriev. 

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

Armonk’s Sylvie Binder, inset, right, who was in action at an international fencing competition in Germany 
on Nov. 30, holds her trophy after capturing gold in the Tauberbischofsheim Cadet European Cup. She is 
now ranked second in the U.S. in the Cadet Level (16 and under).

Armonk Fencer Wins Gold in European Competition 
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Nice While 
it Lasts

Despite the persistent rain, the 
Pleasantville Chamber of Com-
merce’s ice sculpturing demonstra-
tion last Saturday turned out to be 
a big success. Thanks to the village’s 
Department of Public Works and 
PCTV, families enjoyed stopping by 
on Wheeler Avenue to take photos 
with Olaf and watching the ice sculp-
turing demonstration by www.cool-
wayice.com.
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In the beginning there was ice.  
What we now refer to as Westchester 

County used to be a frozen wasteland 
of glaciers. When the last Ice Age began 
receding some 13,000 years ago, the 
Great Lakes streamed into Glacial Lake 
Iroquois, which eventually became Lake 
Ontario, and in turn, formed what we 
now call the Hudson River.

The Hudson River was known 
as “Muhheakantuck” by the Native 
Americans, who first discovered its shores 
around 8,000 B.C. When Europeans 
eventually made contact with the region 
in 1524, there was no such thing as land 
ownership in this area or anywhere in 
North America. Once the Dutch West 
India Company more comprehensively 
explored the Hudson River in 1609, the 
seeds of postmodern capitalism had been 
firmly planted.

Back then, present-
day Westchester was pure 
country. In the teens of the 
21st century, it is a hybrid of 
country and city.

Depending on where a 
county resident lives today 
and how they view the world, 
their home county is either a 
suburb trying to be a city or 
a city trying to be a suburb. 
To live, work and play in the 
midst of such a transition is 
to be a brave explorer of a new 
frontier. How this countywide identity 
crisis is played out in the coming years and 
decades will determine what Westchester 
will ultimately become.

Westchester County can be a very 
stressful place to inhabit, even though so 
many envision a county that can be such 
a relaxing place to call home. 

For many of us, some of our stress 
centers around the automobile. Cars, 
motorcycles and trucks, oh my. Since the 
dawn of 

the Baby Boom in 1946, Westchester 
has been planned, built and tested for 
automobiles, first and foremost. Bicyclists, 
boaters and pedestrians have been a mere 
footnote. Not all that much different than 
how most of the other 3,142 counties in 
America are planned, built and tested. 
The automobile was, is and may always 
be king.

Since I moved to Tarrytown in May, 
I have been reliving Bill Murray’s 
experience in “Groundhog Day.” Speeding 
automobiles roar by my condo at all hours 
as though there is no such thing as a speed 
limit on a street that was originally built, 
planned and tested for the 19th century.

The Force of Big Speed surrounds us, 

penetrates us. If you are a Slow 
Jedi at heart in Westchester 
and lean toward the rebel 
traffic-calming alliance, here 
are ways for you to begin your 
self-empowerment journey.

Google “traffic-calming.”  
Read the Wikipedia entry.  
Take some time to think 

about it.  
Ideally, do this in some of 

the rare speed-free zones in 
Westchester such as a nature 

preserve. 
Begin to keep a daily journal of all the 

speed problems you encounter.  
Start to show up at your local city, town 

or village hall meetings.  
Begin to correspond with politicians on 

the local, county, state and federal level.  
If you have the means, purchase traffic-

calming technology like the Bushnell 
Speedster III or the Bushnell Speed Clock.  

See if there is a Transition Town 
movement at play in your neighborhood.  

Start a Facebook page on traffic-
calming for your local zip code.  

Begin blogging about traffic-calming 
using a free online tool like Squarespace 
or WordPress.

And whatever you do, please don’t 
forget that before cars there were people.

Tarrytown resident Evan Kreeger 
first moved to Westchester in 1974. He 
has faith in the local, county, state and 
federal government to creatively engage 
in constructive dialogues to put an end 
to chronic automobile speeding and plans 
on conducting an independent traffic 
calming study. You may contact Evan 
at evankreeger@icloud.com or on his 
Facebook page at https://www.facebook.
com/evan.kreeger1.

Guest Column

It was sort of symbolic that for the 
first meeting of the month that marks 
the 10th anniversary of Summit/
Greenfield’s purchase of Chappaqua 
Crossing, the New Castle Town Board 
got embroiled in a discussion that can 
only be viewed as a waste of time.

Last week, with plenty of threads 
hanging before members of the board 
can take their vote on whether to rezone 
a portion of the former Readers’s Digest 
property to allow retail, they decided 
to debate whether the town should 
allow chain restaurants if and when the 
120,000 square feet ever gets built?

While it is completely understandable 
that officials and residents wouldn’t 
want to see Big Macs and Whoppers 
served on the grounds of the property, 
banning all chain restaurants would 

be scaling dangerous territory. Such 
a move would be expected to trigger 
litigation from somewhere, a further 
waste of time and money.

A major knock against such a 
prohibition is that it attempts to 
legislate taste. Some folks enjoy certain 
chain establishments, where familiarity 
represents a comfort zone, or maybe 
there is a favorite dish they return to 
enjoy periodically. Others prefer the 
uniqueness of independently owned 
restaurants where the owner may be 
an integral part of the community  
and some patrons and staff know each 
other.

The main problem is that not all 
chain restaurants are equal. A Pizza 
Hut, even with waiter service, is much 
closer to a fast food joint than a Ruth’s 

Chris Steak House, which may or may 
not be considered an upscale restaurant, 
but certainly has upscale prices.

There are many other examples of 
middle of the road chains, where if the 
exterior of the store and the interior 
furnishings are tastefully done, it can 
enhance the area. To some, Panera 
Bread, with its emphasis on WiFi and 
wood furniture, is comfortable, while to 
others each location is the same as the 
next.

New Castle officials would be better 
served to concentrate on resolving the 
remaining issues regarding Chappaqua 
Crossing that are preventing the town 
board from taking a vote and expending 
more energy on other issues like 
improving the downtown. The clock is 
ticking.

New Castle Wasting Time Discussing a Chain Restaurant Ban
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Editorial

When Rushing About, Remember There Were People Before Cars

We invite readers to share their 
thoughts by sending letters to the 
editor.  Please limit comments to 
250 words. We will do our best 
to print all letters, but are limited 
by space constraints. Letters are  
subject to editing and may be 
withheld from publication on 
the discretion of the editor.  
Please refrain from personal 
attacks. Email letters to  mwilbur@
t h e e x a m i n e r n e w s . c o m .  
The Examiner requires that all 
letter writers provide their name, 
address and contact information.

Letters Policy

By Evan Kreeger 
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By Martin Wilbur
Louise T. Gantress could trace her 

passion for writing to at least the time she 
was eight years old, when she produced her 
first book, put together with cardboard.

But loving to write and being able to 
earn one’s living as a writer or a published 
novelist can be vastly different. Gantress 
can recall the instance in ninth grade that 
she received the reinforcing praise that not 
only was gratifying to hear but helped her 
pursue her dream.

“My English teacher told me I had a 
voice. It’s a compliment, (that) you have a 
voice. It means you have talent,” Gantress 
remembered of that moment. “I guess I was 
afraid to write, so it took me a long time, 
and the writing I did then was nonfiction, 
financial reports and general articles.”

It may have taken longer than planned, 
but in September 2010 Gantress saw her 
debut novel, “Bitter Tea,” published. The 
idea for the story, set in the highly volatile 
financial industry in 1987, and the main 
character were loosely inspired by her 
experience of spending four years in Tokyo 
working for a Japanese financial institution 
during that time.

Gantress, who grew up in the western 
New York Village of Williamsville near 
Buffalo, was hardly sitting around waiting 
to write the great American novel.

After earning her bachelor’s in history 
with a concentration in Asian history and 
graduating from NYU with a master’s in 
public administration, she worked as a 
municipal analyst on Wall Street. Then 
Gantress moved to Tokyo working for 
a Japanese firm, where she served as an 
advisor to staff.

She said heading to Japan to live and 
work had its challenges, but unlike her 
novel’s main character she was better 
equipped to handle the experience.

“There’s a contrast between me and my 
character,” Gantress said. “The character 
has no idea what’s going on, where I had 
actually learned some Japanese and had 
been in the country before and knew its 
history. For me, it was an easier transition.”

When she returned to the United States in 
1990, Gantress moved back to Manhattan 
before eventually settling a couple of years 
later in Armonk with her son and husband 
at the time. She would continue to write 
freelance articles on a wide variety of topics 

for various publications. 
“I never stopped writing articles,” said 

Gantress. “I had ideas for a novel but I 
hadn’t really started writing. There was a 
lot to do with leaving a job, packing up, 
moving across half of the world, resettling 
in a new area.”

Raising a son, who is now studying for 
his doctorate in Germany, and freelancing 
kept Gantress busy for many years. She 
took time to volunteer in the community, 
first for the Byram Hills School District 
as chair of the Budget Committee before 
organizing and chairing for two years the 
Young Writers Conference, which worked 
with children in grades 3-5 to develop 
a love of writing and explore the career 
possibilities. She also volunteered for the 
Town of North Castle and her church.

Following Sept 11, Gantress also devoted 
her energies to become a co-founder of the 

North Castle Citizen Corps Council (NC4). 
The organization is the only local response 
team in the region equipped to deal with 
disasters despite the federal government’s 
appeal for local communities to develop 
emergency preparedness response teams.

“You have some really high-caliber 
people who stepped up and organized 
NC4, got a grant from the town grant, 
federal money and worked cooperatively 
with the Red Cross,” Gantress said of the 
organization’s success. “It was just a good 
group of people that stepped up and stuck 
with it.”

About five years ago, Gantress was ready 
to sit down and fulfill her longtime dream. 
“Bitter Tea” began as notes that told slice of 
life stories she kept while in Japan. 

“Bitter Tea” was well-received and 
having a finished product has served as 
an impetus for Gantress to write a second 
novel. She is beginning the process again 
and hopes to have it completed within two 
years.

“Sitting down and writing a novel was a 
new experience for me and I had to teach 
myself to develop an ear for dialogue,” 
Gantress said. “People don’t always speak 
grammatically. Characters should do 
things that hurt or endanger themselves 
because that makes for a story. It’s like a 
parent protecting a child. You don’t want 
them making mistakes but if they don’t 
you won’t have a story.”

“Bitter Tea” can be purchased at www.
amazon.com/Bitter-Tea-Louise-T-
Gantress.

know your
Neighbor

Louise T. Gantress
Author/Freelance Writer, Mt. Kisco

THERE’S A 
LOT OF LOVE

IN THE AIR
UP HERE.

It’s just the way people feel about Westchester. We know. We’re the 1,000 people 

who help run Indian Point, and we live in the area too. Indian Point generates about 

one quarter of the power for New York City and Westchester, with virtually no 

greenhouse gas emissions, and at lower cost than other sources. All across our area, 

we’re Powering New York in ways you might not expect.

Learn more about the true value of Indian Point to our area, 
as well as the $1 billion we’ve invested in the safety of our plant in recent years, 

at SafeSecureVital.com/PoweringNY

Indian Point Energy Center

POWERING NEW YORK
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With a single same-day Brighton purchase of $100 or With a single same-day Brighton purchase of $100 or 
more, receive our *Love Notes Tote absolutely FREE!

D23377

*Limit one per customer, while supplies last. Purchase total includes merchandise *Limit one per customer, while supplies last. Purchase total includes merchandise 
only. Gift Cards and sales tax not included. At participating retailers only. Love Notes only. Gift Cards and sales tax not included. At participating retailers only. Love Notes 
Tote - Retail Value $100.

HURRY!
THIS OFFER WON’T LAST

December 1st thru December 14th, 2014 

The perfect hold-everything, go-everywhere tote! 
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A Holiday Open House will be 
held by Historic Hudson Valley at the 
Philipsburg Manor in Sleepy Hollow the 
next two weekends, Dec.13-14 and Dec. 
20-21. 

Holiday gifts and unique Hudson 
Valley merchandise will be available for 
purchase at the manor’s museum shop 
from 4 to 8 p.m. Free sweet treats and hot 
beverages will be served.

Visitors can participate in hands-on 
construction of winter-themed crafts 
and listen to live fiddle music. The area 
will be lit by candle lanterns and bonfires. Admission to attend A Holiday Open House is $14 for adults, $12 for seniors, 

$8 for children ages 3-17 and free for 
children under three years old as well as 
Historic Hudson Valley members.

On the same dates, across the street 
at the Old Dutch Church, storyteller 
Jonathan Kruk will present the classic 
Charles Dickens story of Ebenezer 
Scrooge and the ghosts of Christmas 
Past, Present, and Future. Storytelling 
will be held at 3:30, 4:45 and 6 p.m. This 
event is recommended for anyone 10 
years old and up.

Combination ticket prices (for 
attending both events) are available at 
$24 for adults and $20 for children under 
18. Historic Hudson Valley members 
receive a $5 per ticket discount.

Parking is free at Philipsburg Manor, 
located at 381 N. Broadway (Route 9) in 
Sleepy Hollow. For more information or 
to buy tickets, call 914-366-6900 or visit 
www.hudsonvalley.org.

Holiday Open House at Philipsburg Manor, Old Dutch Church

Examiner Real Estate 
Insert Next Week

Examiner Media is publishing a special 
real estate section insert, The Real Estate 
Examiner, in next week’s newspapers. The 
Real Estate Examiner will be included in 
all four of our Dec. 16-22 editions. For 
advertising inquiries, call 914-864-0878 
or email advertising@theexaminernews.
com. 

Registration for 
Latest Chappaqua 

Challenge Underway 
The Chappaqua Public Library 

has begun registering participants 
for the Chappaqua Challenge. This 
fun, low-key reading program has 
been an annual event since 1983. 
Fourth-, fifth- and sixth-graders 
form teams of three or four friends 
and read books from a list of 12 over 
the next four months. Then they 
write questions about one of the 
books. 

During the actual Challenge, 
which will take place on Saturday, 
March 7 at 2 p.m., the teams quiz 
each other. In keeping with the 
relaxed tone, there is no audience 
and no score is kept. There’s a party 
immediately afterwards and each 
participant will earn a gift certificate 
to a local bookstore. Space is limited, 
so anyone who wants to participate 
should register as soon as possible. 

For more information and to 
register, call the Children’s Room 
at the Chappaqua Public Library 
at 914-238-4779 ext. 3 or visit 
wwwchappaqualibrary.org.
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By Janine Bowen
A Christmas classic returns to 

the area this weekend with Impact 
Dance Company’s production of “The 
Nutcracker.”

Dance Emotions, the nonprofit 
Chappaqua dance school, has been 
bringing Tchaikovsky holiday tale to life 
for the past few years, to the delight of 
local audiences. 

“People relate to it, they love to bring 
their children and they remember seeing 
it when they were children,” said Dance 
Emotions founder and artistic director 
Carol Mamara. “It’s just an enjoyable way 
to start the whole holiday season.” 

This full production of  “The 
Nutcracker” includes both acts and 
classic scenes such as the Land of Snow, 
which features the Sugar Plum Fairy; 
the Land of Sweets, with dances that 
represent a variety of different countries; 
and the famous dance that sees little 
gingerbread children running out from 
underneath the skirt of Mama Ginger. 

The production includes dancers 
between five and 50 years old, and 
while all of the principal roles are held 
by highly experienced ballet dancers on 
pointe, children of all experience levels 
were welcome to participate in the show. 
Mamara said an open audition was held 
for local children and all who showed up 

were given a part. 
“We have children who have never had 

ballet before, we have some that maybe 
just took a couple of classes.… It’s such 
a holiday tradition; they shouldn’t be 
blacked out from something like this,” 
Mamara said. 

“As they come every week here, they 
learn their dances and we become part 
of the family and everybody is happy; 
there’s laughing, and it’s just a wonderful 
time. The saddest time is when it’s 
finished,” she continued. 

The kids have been rehearsing 
since September and gave a sneak 

preview Thursday at Cerebral Palsy of 
Westchester in Rye Brook. 

Mamara said she believes that the 
ballet has remained a holiday institution 
for so many years because at only an 
hour-and-a-half long the story moves 
quickly and is packed with action. In 
addition, it has a plot that both parents 
and children can relate to and enjoy.  

“It’s not a boring ballet,” Mamara said. 
“It’s a holiday fairytale, and within the 
fairytale a child’s dream comes true.”

Performances of “The Nutcracker” 
are scheduled for Saturday, Dec. 13, at 
7 p.m. and Sunday, Dec. 14, at 3 p.m. at 

the Mary Lou Meese Theatre at Fox Lane 
High School in Bedford. Tickets are $25 
and can be purchased in advance by 
visiting www.danceemotions.net. 

Chappaqua Dance School to Present ‘The Nutcracker’ This Weekend

DEBORAH LEA COHEN PHOTOS
Dance Emotions’ Impact Dance Company will present its annual production of  “The Nutcracker” this 
weekend at Fox Lane High School.
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The

Lil’ Chocolate Shoppe

15 Washington Ave • Pleasantville, NY
Mon-Sat 10am-6pm • Sun 12pm-4pm

www.westchesterchocolates.com

Let us Help you Celebrate 
Two Great Holidays
with Christmas and 

Chanukah Novelties!
Belgium Chocolates & Truffl es

Unique Packaging, 
Holiday Boxes and Baskets, 

and much, much, more!

Call or Fax: 914-769-0771

RETRO
CANDY & 
BOXES
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�(�a�c�r�o�s�s�	�f�r�o�m�	�M�o�v�i�e�	�T�h�e�a�t�r�e�)

Mt Kisco NY 10549  • 914 864-0630

Cigarettes • Vaporizers •E- Liquid
E- Cigarettes • Cigars • Accessories

Roll your own Cigarettes

DL Tobacco Inc.
TOP CIGARS OF 2013 SOLD HERE

10% OFF
 any purchase of 
�$�5�0�	�o�r�	�m�o�r�e
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Treat Mom to cupcakes 
this Mother’s Day!

Order ahead for Cupcake Bouquets, Cupcake Cakes, 
Cookies! Or stop by for delicious, beautiful cupcakes: 
Strawberry, Lemon Lavender, Red Velvet, Chocolate 
Flourless, Chocolate Raspberry Dream, and more.
 
19 Washington Avenue, Pleasantville
flourandsunbakery.com • 914.495.3232 
Find us on Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest & Instagram

Happy Holidays from 
Flour & Sun Bakery!
We have some great gifts for 

family, friends and clients this 
Holiday Season.

Mini Gingerbread Houses that 
also � t on the side of a mug, 

we can even personalize them 
with your loved ones names.

Also Cake Pop and Cupcake Gift 
boxes for Hanukkah 

and Christmas!
Call the bakery or visit our 

website for more information.

“Bringing your Hair to Life Since 1982” 

Follow us on Facebook at Fred’s Hair Salon

Katonah Shopping Center  • 270 Katonah Ave.  Katonah. 
(914) 232-5201

www.fredshairsalon.com
Tues. -Wed.- Fri. 9-6 Thurs. 9-7, Sat. 8-5 

Walk-ins 
Welcome

Simply the Best Bagels 
You’ll Find!

480 East Main Street
Mt. Kisco • 241-0606

BUY 1 DOZ. BAGELS GET
6 FREE

With this coupon • Limit one per customer • Not to be
combined with other off ers. Expires 12/31/14

Mt. Kisco Bagel Co. • Mt. Kisco • 241-0606

CHAPPAQUA
22 S. Greeley Avenue

Chappaqua, NY 10514
914-238-5600

WISHING YOU A HAPPY
& HEALTHY 

HOLIDAY SEASON
FROM

774 N. Bedford Road, Bedford Hills, NY 10507
(914) 242-4685

Holiday Open House and Shop for Charity to 
benefit Friends of Karen: 

Extended shopping hours, discounts throughout the store, 
Refreshments and games
Dec. 9th, 9:30am - 8pm

 
Artist’s Reception: Join local artist and PRES teacher David Llanos 

for an evening of art, food and friends
 Dec. 13th, 6 - 8:30pm

 
 Mama and Me Yoga: Dec. 20th, 10am 

Childbirth Education: Tuesdays 1/13/15 - 2/17/15, 6:30 - 9pm
Music, Movement and Mindfulness:  Drop off music, yoga and 

game program for children 18 months - 3 years: 
Wednesdays 1/14/15 - 2/11/15, 9:30 - 11am 

$150/session or $35/class
 

Let us host your child’s next birthday.  Fun games, crafts, activities and 
themes. Reasonable rates and easy planning. 

Come shop the store or join us for fun classes and events!

ServingÊWestchesterÊforÊover16Êyears.Ê
GemologistÊ&ÊGoldsmithÊonÊPremises.ÊClosedÊSundaysÊ&ÊMondays

238ÊSawÊMillÊRiverÊ(Rt.Ê100)Ê-ÊMillwood,ÊNY
(JustÊsecondsÊoff ÊtheÊMillwoodÊexitÊÊof ÊtheÊTaconicÊParkway)
914-944-1495ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊMateroFineJewelry.com

ALEXÊSEPKUSÊTRUNKÊSHOW
ThursdayÊDecemberÊ18thÊandÊFridayÊDecemberÊ19th

475 Main Street • Armonk, NY 10504
914-273-5222

Hours: Mon-Fri 8am-6pm
Sat-8am-5:30pm • Sun. Closed

Holiday Orders now being taken for 
Hanukkah and Christmas!

Village Prime meats
OF armONK

Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00

Monday December 23rd - Open 10:00 - 10:00

Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00

226 Main Street • Mt Kisco NY 10549
914 218-8026

Men ~ Women~ Children
Hair Cuts• Eurohighlights (balayage)

Relaxers • Perms • Reconstructing • Weaving
Keratin Treatment • Waxing • Manicures and pedicures

Skin Care • Facials • Body Waxing •Massage

Now 
Open ! 

Available for 
special occasions

Gift certifi cates 
Available

GRAND OPENING SALE
20% OFF

Mon, Tues, Wed
Color, Highlights, Perms

10% OFF
Mon, Tues, Wed

Manicure, Pedicure

HAPPY HOLIDAYS

CELINE’S BOUTIQUE

EXPERT SHOE REPAIR 
We repair all leather goods, including bags and coats. Restore and recondition leather 
bags. Zipper replacements.

10 S. MOGER AVENUE
MOUNT KISCO, NY 10549

914-864-0661         WWW.CELINESBOUTIQUE.ORG

FASHIONABLE CLOTHING * HANDBAGS * SHOES* 
COSTUME JEWELRY * ACCESSORIES * SHOE REPAIR

20% off
Any purchase with this 
coupon. Not valid with 
any other offers. Offer 
expires 01-30-15. 

Merry Christmas 
and Happy 

Holidays from 
everyone at

 Examiner Media!
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As a homeowner, that 
magic time between 
Thanksgiving and New 
Year’s Day is my favorite 
time of year.  

Others may prefer 
spring when the garden 
is awakening and we may 
be spending most of our 
time outside, or mid or late 
summer when the flower 
and vegetable gardens are in 
full bloom, or perhaps the 
fall when the rich colors of 
nature can take our breath 
away.

But for me, I’m most 
grateful for my home and 
the pleasures it affords in 
the dead of winter. That is 
the time when, finally, that 
stubborn grout weed that plagues my 
property is in total remission for the 
season, the leaves have been raked and 
composted and my time has suddenly 
expanded exponentially for other duties 
inside the house.

Those duties can include something 
as big as finally calling in the Flooring 
Girl Debbie Gartner to refinish that 
horrible floor in a guest room that has 
been hidden by a rug for 40 years. Or 
it could mean tiny chores like gluing 

on the knob to that antique 
chest that fell off 10 or 12 
years ago or disguising all 
those furniture scratches 
that have accumulated 
through the years with Old 
English Scratch Cover. 

This year, the extra time 
gifted us by those Fridays 
off after Thanksgiving, 
Christmas and New Year’s 
will be well spent in 
sorting through years of 
possessions, deciding what 
to let go of, as my wife and 
I navigate the acquisition 
of a new home. Actually, 
as addicted collectors, only 
partially recovered, and as 
clothes horses still actively 
addicted, we go through 

this exercise every winter when we have 
the extra time to go through our closets. 
My wife Margaret does it like clockwork 
and then she shames me into tackling 
mine when she occasionally checks out 
its condition.   

The holiday season is also the time 
when our homes never looked cleaner 
or better with decorations, ready to 
receive guests. Well, actually that is 
normally the case, but this year, with 
this transition, our home is in total 

disarray. It looks much like a warehouse.
At the same time, our new secondary 

home -- a pied de terre, if you will --  
is totally empty, awaiting our arrival 
this week. We do not yet have rugs 
for our great room so our living room 
grouping and our dining room table 
and chairs will be sitting on bare floors, 
and our new sofa will take six weeks 
to arrive, but no worry. My wife and I 
have vowed that the very first item we 
will have delivered is a large Christmas 
tree, fully decorated, centered in front 
of a gorgeous Palladian-style window 
on the fifth floor of our building where 
passersby can see it, like a beacon that 
we’re there, welcoming in the holiday 
season, ready to go to work with a 
thousand and one projects to make an 
empty space our new vacation home.

For some years, I have written about 
my journey as a homeowner planning 
to sell my home and all the preparations 
that went into it. It gave me a lot of 
material to write about. As luck would 
have it, fortunate circumstances allow us 
to keep our current home as our primary 
residence and professional offices while 
enjoying a “getaway not far away” at 
the same time, in a lovely country club 
setting. I’ve always dreamed of having 
a second home for fun, albeit in a more 
distant setting, but odd duck that I am, 

I found my vacation setting much closer 
to home, so who wants to travel?

And I’ll enjoy sharing with you the 
experiences of the artisan talents I’m 
discovering to create a beautiful setting 
with all the trappings of a vacation 
home.  Just yesterday I toured the place 
with a brilliant cabinetmaker and a 
lighting designer and I can’t wait to 
share with you what we’ve dreamed up.

So especially this season, I’m looking 
forward to utilizing my extra holiday 
time to toast in the New Year, once 
again singing Auld Lang Syne, once 
again trying to remember what the heck 
those words mean, much like trying to 
remember where I’ve left the remote 
control for the garage door for one 
house and my keys to the other.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® 
associated with William Raveis Real 
Estate and Founder of Primavera 
Public Relations, Inc., the longest 
running public relations agency in 
Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.com), 
specializing in lifestyles, real estate and 
development. His real estate site is: www.
PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his blog 
is: www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To engage 
the services of Bill Primavera and his 
team to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

Why the Holidays Can Be the Best Time To Be a Homeowner

VisitÊourÊofficeÊandÊshowroomÊ
OrÊweÊwillÊBRINGÊtheÊshowroomÊtoÊyou!Ê

• ROOFING
• WINDOWS
• SIDING
• DOORS
• DECKS
• SEAMLESS
  GUTTERS
• LEADERS
• REPAIRS

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

Great Gifts for the Holidays at Somers Custom Framing














Offi cial Pace College Sports Sponsor

• Gold
• Platinum
• Diamonds
• Silver

• Watch Bands
• Customer
   Orders
• All Repairs

WE BUY GOLD AND SILVERWE BUY GOLD AND DIAMONDS














Offi cial Pace College Sports Sponsor

• Gold
• Platinum
• Diamonds
• Silver

• Watch Bands
• Customer
   Orders
• All Repairs

WE BUY GOLD AND SILVER














Offi cial Pace College Sports Sponsor

• Gold
• Platinum
• Diamonds
• Silver

• Watch Bands
• Customer
   Orders
• All Repairs

WE BUY GOLD AND SILVER

Come view are new collection of Alex & Ani

Official Pace University Sports Sponsor

• Custom 
 Orders

Now Extended Hours 



December 9 - December 15, 2014www.TheExaminerNews.com 21

By Martin Wilbur
Sometimes when a woman looks into 

her closet, it may be difficult for her to 
choose what to wear. She knows that a 
dinner or business appointment calls for 
more than jeans or other casual outfits, 
but formal attire might be too dressy.

A new boutique in Mount Kisco is 
helping women to bridge that gap with 
smart-looking, reasonably priced clothes 
and accessories that can be used in a 
variety of situations.

Celine’s Boutique & Shoe Repair, 
which opened in early October, has an 
impressive selection of dresses, skirts, 
blouses, sweaters, pants, shoes, handbags 
and jewelry for a relatively small store.  

“There are lots of stores that sell 
casual clothing,” said Katy Garces, who 
co-owns the South Moger Avenue store 
with her husband Manny. “Our clothing 
is a little more formal for the evening but 
very elegant with nice jewelry.”

This is actually the second location 
for Celine’s Boutique, named after the 
couple’s oldest of three children who 

gave her parents the idea to open a 
boutique. Garces, who has loved fashion 
since childhood, launched the first store 
about four years ago after giving birth 
to her youngest child. At the time, it no 
longer made sense for her to commute 
to her job at Columbia University. The 
original Celine’s Boutique is located five 
minutes from where the family lives in 
Hopewell Junction. 

“It started little by little,” Katy Garces 
said. “I started with shoes and bags. 
That’s my main thing, shoes and bags. 
One section was shoes, one section was 
bags. Then I started, after six or nine 
months, with jewelry.”

When Manny was laid off more recently 
from his job in the finance department at 
Columbia, Katy suggested that they open 
a second store, which he would manage. 
They searched for a suitable location and 
settled upon downtown Mount Kisco 
because of the traffic they saw on South 
Moger Avenue.

Now armed with four years experience 
in the clothing and fashion industry, 

they’ve been able to launch 
the second store with a full 
line of merchandise.

For jewelry, Celine’s 
Boutique offers a wide 
array of small and large 
earrings, including hard-to-
find clip-ons, bracelets and 
necklaces. They also carry 
bridal jewelry. Most are 
moderately priced so there’s 
something for everyone.

Manny said that when 
he and Katy head to shows 
and search for merchandise 
to carry, they look for items 
that have special qualities.

“You could be there the 
whole day, but if we don’t 
see anything that we like we 
don’t buy anything,” he said. 
“It’s got to catch our eyes 
and be different.”

One of the more unique features of 
Celine’s Boutique is the influence of 
Manny’s family. The son of a retired 
Bronx cobbler, the shoe repair corner 
of the store has been a nice addition 
that has generated more business when 
people who are already in the store see 
that they offer the service. Katy said it 
has definitely generated more foot traffic 
since there are a diminishing number of 
places for people to have new soles and 
heels put on.

Celine’s Boutique also has a leather 
restoration service, so if anyone has 

leather bags, jackets or shoes that need 
touching up, they can bring them in as 
well.

With the shoe repair side of the 
business likely to attract more males, the 
next thing the couple hopes to add are 
ties and dress shirts and gloves for men.

Celine’s Boutique &Shoe Repair is 
located at 10 S. Moger Ave. It is open 
Monday, Wednesday and Thursday from 
7 a.m. to 7 p.m. and Tuesday, Friday and 
Saturday from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. They also 
plan to open soon on Sunday afternoon.

For more information, call 914-864-
0661 or visit www.celinesboutique.org.
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Celine’s Boutique & Shoe Repair
Mount Kisco

Select Books
Distinctive Cards

Journals

...and more!

Bookmarks

Special Orders

Gift Certificates

Free Gift Wrapping

Unique Gifts

Book Group Discounts

School Orders

Cookbooks

Agate Book Ends

Children’s Books

Reference Books

Out-of-Print Searches

The Village
�

Bookstore

Ten Washington Ave.

Pleasantville, NY

Across from the Burns Film Center

914.769.8322

staff@pleasantvillebooks.com

Join us for our  45th holiday season!

12/15-12/23 10am-7pm -Sundays 12/14 & 21 12-5 pm, Open Christmas Eve 10am-4pm

IF YOU’RE
LOOKING FOR 
SOMETHING

MODERATELY
PRICED, OR 

MAYBE A
LITTLE MORE
LAVISH AND

UNIQUE

AT LIMITED
UNLIMITED
JEWELERS,
YOU CAN

ALWAYS EXPECT
TO FIND WHAT

YOU SEEK.
AFTERALL, WE’VE

BEEN AT THIS
FOR A WHILE.

8A South Moger Avenue, Mt. Kisco, NY 10549 • (914) 241-2232

AT LIMITED

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO
Katy and Manny Garces, owners of  Celine’s Boutique & Shoe 
Repair in Mount Kisco, which opened in October.
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Health benefit plans are issued or administered by MVP Health Plan, Inc.; MVP Health Insurance Company of New Hampshire, Inc.; MVP Health 
Plan of New Hampshire, Inc.; MVP Select Care, Inc.; Preferred Administrative Services, Inc.; Preferred Assurance Company, Inc.; 
and Hudson Health Plan, Inc., operating subsidiaries of MVP Health Care, Inc. Not all plans available in all states.

 * * * * *Example premium rate is based on an MVP Standard Bronze plan for a single individual in Westchester county with an annual taxable income of 
$17,505 as of 11/12/14. Individual premium rate may vary. Rates do not include pediatric dental coverage. You must visit the NY State of Health,™ 
The Official Health Plan Marketplace to calculate the actual subsidy amount you may receive.

Print_C (12/14)

CALL 1-855-494-6487

DiscoverMVP.com/quality

• Quality benefits…annual checkups, emergency care and more

• Top-rated customer service

• Large network of doctors and hospitals

• You can’t be turned down for a pre-existing condition

Health insurance for as low as

$32 Find out if you are eligible for  
free or low cost health insurance.

PER MONTH* 
($1.05 per day)
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The aging of 
wine is a rather 
open-ended 
term lacking any 
specificity to a 
particular wine. 
Your concept of 
aging may be a 
matter of a few 
days – or hours. 
Mine may be 

several decades. 
While one consumer may not have the 

patience or ideal storage environment to 
age wine properly, another may invest 
thousands of dollars in a state-of-the-art 
home wine cellar to allow a fine wine to 
develop and mature over an extended 
period.  

A number of wine 
regions and individual 
wineries around the world 
age certain of their wines at 
the winery before they are 
released in the marketplace. 
Thus, a consumer has the 
choice of purchasing wines 
that have been “pre-aged” 
and ready for immediate consumption. 
When you pop open that bottle you 
purchased today, it may already have 
been coddled through several years of 
aging.

Typical winery aging for both reds 

and whites is 12 to 15 months. However, 
some wines are intended to be consumed 
fresh and even a bit effervescent; they are 
released after just a few months aging. 
Examples: Rosé, Beaujolais Nouveau.

Certain reds are mandated by 
regulatory bodies to be aged for a specific 
period before release. 

Example: five years for a Brunello 
di Montalcino. Add an additional 
year and the winemaker may add the 
term “Riserva” on the label. When you 
purchase a Brunello, the label will thus 
indicate the period of aging at the winery.

Such rules govern other red wines 
as well. In other wine regions, local 

practice is considered 
sacrosanct. 

Example: in 
the Bordeaux and 
Burgundy regions 
of France, local 
winemakers typically 
will age wines in their 
cellars for two years 
before release. The 

responsibility for continuing the aging 
process necessary for the wine to fully 
develop (as many as 20 years) is left to 
merchants and collectors with personal 
wine cellars.  

Each release date is governed locally 
and may or may not carry a unique term 
designating the age. Of course simple 
math is a key indicator. E

Example: If you purchase a bottle of 
Spanish Rioja from the 1997 vintage with 
the term Gran Reserva on the label, your 
smartphone browser will tell you that it 
was aged in barrel and bottle at the 
winery for five years and your 
smartphone calculator will tell 
you it has been aging away from 
the winery for an additional 
12 years. A unique wine 
that goes beyond regulatory 
guidelines: Vega Sicilia 
Unico, a world-renowned Spanish wine 
that is typically aged in the winery for 10 
years (or more) before release, making 
it one of the longest held wines in the 
world. 

As one might expect, having a wine aged 
under the controlled environment and 
professional supervision at the winery 
will extract the greatest expression of 
the wine and assure the consumer of its 
“provenance,” the documented history of 
the cellar conditions under which a wine 
has been stored. 

Another example of prolonged aging: 
select Champagnes. Certain vintages 

are outstanding compared to others; 
Champagne makers, like the producer 
of Dom Pérignon, often age these bottles 
longer – up to 15 years – before releasing 
them into the market, where under 
proper storage conditions they may age 
gracefully for several more decades. 

Needless to say, each release of Vega 
Sicilia and Dom Pérignon 
carry an associated premium 

to compensate the wineries for 
the added cost of long-term 
cellaring, and the allure that a 

rare wine generates.
The choice is yours. 

Purchase a young, built-
to-last wine and age it 

yourself in your (expensive) 
home wine storage unit or 

purchase a winery-aged wine, 
at a considerably higher cost than a 
typical bottle of wine, and enjoy it at 
your convenience. Next week I’ll focus 
on several at-home wine storage options.

Nick Antonaccio is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years 
he has conducted wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results 
in instinctive behavior. You can reach him 
at nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com 
or on Twitter @sharingwine.

By Nick Antonaccio

When Winemakers Age Wines for a Consumer’s Enjoyment

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

‘Ready for immediate consumption’
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By Janine Bowen
The Bedford Central School District 

opened its doors for a unique basketball 
showdown Sunday afternoon. On the 
home team were several teachers and 
administrators; on the other squad 
there were six-foot-plus tall professional 
basketball players. 

The BCSD Basketball Bash featured 
the Harlem Wizards, taking trick shots 
and making slam dunks to the delight of 
the sold out crowd at the Fox Lane High 
School gym. In between shots, Wizard 
players engaged the audience, bringing 
kids onto the court for a chance to win 
prizes and even pulling an adult out of 
the bleachers for a dance. Several lucky 
students had the opportunity to become 
honorary members of the Wizards, 
donning jerseys and warming up with 
the team before game time. 

The Harlem Wizards travel around the 
country playing charity games similar to 
Sunday’s match at Fox Lane, helping to 
fundraise for much-needed educational 
programs and equipment, including 
smart boards, playgrounds and athletic 
programs. Bronx native and team 
member Eric “Broadway” Jones said 
that while raising money is important, 
the real reward is watching the children 
enjoy the game. 

“As a kid I grew up playing basketball 
and for somebody to be out there 
appreciating my God-given talent, it’s 
just a blessing for me to be able to go out 
there and entertain,” he said. 

Organizers for the Basketball Bash 
projected the event raised about 
$6,800, which will be shared among the 
district’s five elementary schools. Andrea 
Cicchelli, a fifth-grade teacher at West 
Patent Elementary School, said she hopes 
to see it used for athletic equipment or 

other events for students. 
Cicchelli joked that her only real 

experience playing basketball has been 
with her son because she was always 
too short to play on teams. But she was 
excited to volunteer her time for the 
game because it was a great community-
building event. 

“Anything that will bring the kids and 
families, and lets us all be together for 
one day, is terrific,” she said.

Many of the teachers noted that one 

of the best parts of the event for the 
children is getting the opportunity to 
see their teachers in a different setting; 
acting silly and getting shown up by the 
Wizards. 

“Absolutely [watching us] making a 
fool of ourselves is the best part for the 
kids,” said Cicchelli. 

Laurianne Hart, a second-grade 
teacher at Pound Ridge Elementary 
School, said  she expected to hear a few 
good-natured jokes from students about 
her on-court performance when she 
returned to class on Monday morning. 

“It’s for a good cause and I love playing 
basketball so I thought it would be fun 
and exciting for everyone,” she said. “It’s 
all good fun for the kids.” 

Although many of the teachers may 
have been at a disadvantage when it 
came to experience and height, they 
were able to hold their own on the court, 
making several baskets. Jones noted that 
Wizards players will often take it easy on 
the teachers because, ultimately, having 
fun is more important than the outcome. 

“You just never know what the talent 
level is going to be so we just adapt and 
adjust and, more importantly, you want 
them to have a good time because they 
volunteered their time,” he said. 

JANINE BOWEN PHOTO
Bedford School District students join the Harlem Wizards on the court at Fox Lane High School for 
Sunday’s charity event.

Bedford Teachers Bring Their Game Against Wizards in Charity Event 
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There is good news and bad news on the 
retirement front.

The good news is that the federal 
government now allows larger annual 
deposits into workplace retirement 
accounts such as 401(k) plans.

Workers under the age of 50 will be 
able to deposit up to $18,000 in 2015, an 
increase of $500 from this year, while those 
over 50 can boost their accounts by $1,000 
more each year for a total of $24,000 
annually.

On the bad news side, many plan 
participants are withdrawing from 
their retirement plans early and thereby 
significantly reducing, or in some cases 
entirely eliminating, the amount that 
ultimately will be available for retirement.

Some analysts believe that the most 
recent recession and the sluggish recovery 
may be driving factors in the raids on 
retirement accounts, especially among 
people who are out of work. One firm that 
specializes in retirement plans reported 
that 35 percent of its participants took out 
part or all of the money in their workplace 
retirement plans when leaving a job in 
2013. Among those from ages 20 to 39, 

about 41 percent withdrew 
money.

It is apparent that 
retirement savings have 
become a cash flow asset for 
people who are experiencing 
financial difficulties. The 
raids on retirement funds 
also may have resulted 
from the housing crisis that 
peaked in the last decade, 
but still is affecting housing 
prices – and thus home 
equity – in many parts of the 
country. 

Home equity increases the amount of 
money available through a home equity 
loan or a home equity line of credit for 
home improvements, medical bills, 
education or emergency 
expenses.  

When home equity 
dries up, a ready source 
of cash for expenditures 
such as college educations, 
home improvements and 
emergencies goes with it. In those cases, 
homeowners may look to other sources for 

ready cash – such as retirement 
accounts. Reports show that in 
2010 a total of 9.3 percent of 
households who maintained 
retirement accounts paid a 
penalty to withdraw some $60 
billion from those accounts.

There are, of course, 
legitimate reasons for using 
the cash equity of a retirement 
account prior to its maturity. 
The IRS may allow you to 
receive a hardship distribution 

because of an immediate and 
heavy financial need, which can be 
declared for medical care; the purchase of 
a principal residence (excluding mortgage 
payments); tuition and related educational 
expenses for the next 12 months of post-

secondary education; 
preventing eviction 
from or foreclosure on 
the employee’s principal 
residence; funeral 
expenses; and repair of 
the employee’s principal 

residence.
The problem with taking some monies 

out of a long-term account such as a 401(k) 
is that its growth potential is reduced. 

Is there an alternative? Besides personal 
loans or borrowing against assets, people 
can tap insurance money – whatever is 
borrowed will be subtracted from a death 
benefit. Also, many people are turning to 
family members for loans, since mutually 
agreeable loan terms can be decided, and 
won’t deplete retirement funds.

Or an even simpler idea is to reduce 
expenditures. Lower bills. Defer student 
loan payments, if possible. Refinance a 
mortgage or a credit card rate.

It is clear that in times of dire economic 
straits workers will take many paths to 
save their finances, including withdrawing 
from retirement funds. But with the 
national economy on the rebound, 
financial advisers may well want to 
consider methods to help workers regain 
their footing, and re-establish or reinvest 
in their retirement accounts, both for their 
present and long-term financial health.

Peter Chieco is a senior vice president and 
financial adviser at Morgan Stanley Wealth 
Management in Greenwich, Conn. He can 
be reached at 203-625-4897.
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401k Withdrawals: Avoid Taking Money Early, and Often
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Tuesday, Dec. 9
Italian Language and Culture With 

Mara De Matteo. De Matteo, born and 
raised in Italy, combines lively conversation 
with grammatical instruction in her 
classes, creating interactive lessons on the 
richness of Italian culture, past and present, 
through real-life anecdotes, literature, 
personal memoirs, films and photography. 
North Castle Public Library, 195 S. Greeley 
Ave., Chappaqua. Beginners from 6:30 to 
7:15 p.m. Advanced Italian speakers from 
7:15 to 8 p.m. Free. Meets every Tuesday. 
Info: 914-273-3887.

Wednesday, Dec. 10
Zumba Fitness. Achieve long-term 

benefits while having a blast in one 
exciting hour of calorie-burning, body-
energizing, awe-inspiring movements 
meant to engage and captivate for life. For 
all fitness levels. Dance Emotions, 75 S. 
Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. Every Monday 
and Wednesday at 9 a.m. and Saturdays at 
10 a.m. Drop in or weekly discount rates 
available. Info: Contact Peggy at 914 960-
4097.

Mommy Meet Up. Whether it’s your 
first child or your fifth, this program 
is a great way to get out of the house, 
meet new friends and enjoy time with 
your baby. For newborns birth to eight 
months old and their moms. Romperee 
Indoor Playground at World Cup Nursery 
School & Kindergarten 160 Hunts Lane, 
Chappaqua, 10:15 to 11 a.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday (except holidays). Info: 914-
238-9267 ext. 20.

Senior Benefits Information Center. 
Counselors offer older adults one-on-
one counseling covering a broad range 
of topics including Medicare health and 
prescription plans, food stamps, HEAP, 
EPIC, weatherization, minor home repair 
and tax relief programs. Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 Main St., Mount 
Kisco. 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. Info: 914-231-3260.

Support Group for Alzheimer’s 
Caregivers. Temple Shaaray Tefila and 
Westchester Jewish Community Services 
have scheduled this forum to provide 
a place for caregivers to discuss their 
feelings, share their experiences and 
support one another. A specialist from 
the Alzheimer’s Association will lead the 
group and provide educational materials 
and information. All welcome. Temple 
Shaaray Tefila’s Youth Lounge, 89 Baldwin 
Rd., Baldwin Corners. 11 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. Free. Meets the second and fourth 
Wednesday of each month. Registration 
required. Info and registration: Contact 
the Alzheimer’s Association at 800-272-
3900 or visit www.alz.org/hudsonvalley.

Lunchtime Concert: Vivaldi’s “The 
Four Seasons.” The Purchase College 
Camerata, presents this concert featuring 
four young virtuoso violinists from 

the college’s Conservatory of Music–
Gustavo Briceno, Emily Frederick, Lauren 
Jenkins and Sarah Tusch. An orchestra 
of strings, harpsichords, and guitars, a 
grouping typical of 18th-century Venice, 
will accompany the soloists. Neuberger 
Museum of Art, 735 Anderson Hill Rd., 
Purchase. 12:30 p.m. Free. Info: 914-251-
6100 or visit www.neuberger.org.

 Chair Yoga. Led by Alka Kaminer. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 1 p.m. Free. Info: 914-
273-3887 or www.northcastlelibrary.org.

Knitting Club. Come learn to knit, or if 
you already know how, bring your current 
project and enjoy a visit with other knitters 
and crocheters. Beginners should bring 
a pair off size 8 or 10 straight knitting 
needles and skein or worsted weight yarn. 
Open to knitters and crocheters 10 years 
old and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 
100 E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 4 to 5:30 
p.m. Free. Meets every Wednesday. Info: 
914-666-8041.

Help Shelter Animals. Join in to make 
fleece toys for local shelter cats and dogs. 
Bring them joy this holiday season by 
providing new fun toys. Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 E. Main St., Mount 
Kisco. 4 to 5:30 p.m. Free. Info: 914-666-
8041 or visit www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

Lego Club. We provide the Legos, you 
bring your imagination. A fun-building 
club for students in grades 2-6. Mount 
Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main St., 
Mount Kisco. 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. Free. 
Meets the second Wednesday of each 
month. Registration required. Info and 
registration: 914-864-0130.

Wednesday Night Bingo. Regular 
bingo tickets and specials available for sale. 
Includes coffee, tea and hot chocolate. Hot 
dogs and soda for sale. Holy Rosary School, 
180 Bradhurst Ave., Hawthorne. Doors 
open at 6 p.m. Games start at 7:20 p.m. $2 
(for one card). Extra game cards may be 
purchased for $2 or $3 each along with a 
few specialty games. Every Wednesday.

Birds in Native American Culture. 
Dr. Pritchard, founder and director 
of the Center for Algonquin Culture 
in Woodstock, will speak about the 
gatekeepers of the four directions – eagle, 
hawk, crow and owl – their roles in legends 
and the use of feathers in Native American 
rituals. Refreshments served; please bring 
a reusable mug for your beverage. Katonah 
Village Library’s Garden Room, 26 Bedford 
Rd., Katonah. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-232-
1999 or visit www.bedfordaudubon.org.

Art Series Discussion: Charles Rennie 
Macintosh. This post-impressionist artist 
was also a leader in the Art Nouveau 
style. Born in 1868 in Glasgow, Macintosh 
changed the direction of European design 
and architecture. An accomplished 
painter and artist, his stained glass designs 
are treasured the world over. Led by 
Professor Valerie Franco. North Castle 

Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887 
or www.northcastlelibrary.org.

10 Ways to Make Your Holidays 
Gorgeous, Green and Gracious. Tips 
on how to celebrate the holidays, minus 
the fuss and waste, not to mention saving 
money and reducing stress. Bring your 
own green holiday ideas to share. Program 
presented in partnership with the Sierra 
Club Lower Hudson Group. For adults 
and high school students. Greenburgh 
Nature Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 
Refreshments at 7 p.m. Program at 7:30 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit 
www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.   

Bedford Chamber Concert Series 
Christmas Concert. Featuring two major 
Handel pieces, a suite from the “Water 
Music” and complete “Fireworks,” plus 
Corelli’s Christmas Concerto. Fellowship 
Room at St. Matthew’s Church, 382 
Cantitoe St., Bedford. 8 p.m. $30 to 
$40 (Refreshments included). Info and 
tickets: 914-522-5150 or visit www.
bedfordchamberconcerts.org.

Thursday, Dec. 11
Let Your Yoga Dance Classes. The 

popular Kripalu noon dance class is now 
in Chappaqua! Combines easy dance, 
gentle yoga and great music. Come join 
this noncompetitive, heart pumping and 
joyful experience. Drop-ins welcome. 
Dance Emotions, 75 S. Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua.10 a.m. $20 per 75-minute 
class. Every Tuesday and Thursday. Info: 
914-238-8974 or email claudiayogadance@
gmail.com.

Christmas Tree Sale. The North White 
Plains Fire Company No. 1 will once again 
be selling Christmas trees this year to help 
raise funds for the company. North White 
Plains Fire Company No. 1 firehouse, (621 
N. Broadway, North White Plains  4 to  8 
p.m. Continues Thursdays and Fridays 
from 4 to 8 p.m. and Saturdays and 
Sundays from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. through 
Dec. 20 (or until sold out). Info: 914-949-
3575 or e-mail ncsfd1@optonline.net.

Zumba Fitness Class. Addie-Tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza (lower level), Pleasantville. 7 to 8 
p.m. $15 a class. $29 for four classes. $55 
for eight classes. Meets every Thursday. 
Also Saturdays from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. Info: 
917-215-1720, e-mail AddietudeDance@
gmail.com or visit www.Addie-tude.com. 

“A Midsummer Night’s Dream.” The 
Armonk Players presents this Shakespeare 
comedy, directed by Christine DiTota, is 
replete with confused lovers, mischievous 
fairies, eager to please mechanicals and a 
changeling, one of his most popular and 
widely-performed plays. Whippoorwill 
Hall, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 
8 p.m. Adults: $20. Students: (18 and 
under): $10. Dec. 12 and 13 at 8 p.m. and 
Dec. 14 at 2 p.m. Info and tickets: Visit 

www.armonkplayers.org.

Friday, Dec. 12
Zumba Gold. Try this low-impact 

approach to Zumba for the older active 
adult and baby boomer with the same 
sassy, sweaty, fun-filled cardio workout in 
an easy learning environment. Ongoing 
classes; drop-ins welcome. Addie-tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza, Pleasantville. 11 a.m. to noon. $12. 
Four- and eight-week cards available. 
Meets every Friday. Info: 914-747-0808 or 
email instructor at olin.amyj@gmail.com.

Zumba for Teens. Class begins with 
a brief description of Latin dances and 
their origins, then moves on to a workout, 
including a warm-up and cool-down and 
lots of great music. For students in grades 
6-12. Chappaqua Public Library, 195 S. 
Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 3:30 to 4:30 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-238-4779 or www.
chappaqualibrary.org.

Magic: The Gathering With Lucas. 
Drop-in and play. Beginners and 
experienced players welcome. For 
students in grades 7-12. Chappaqua 
Public Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua. 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. Free. Also 
Dec. 19. Info: 914-238-4779 or www.
chappaqualibrary.org.

Friday Night Cinema and 
Conversation: “Local Hero.” Led by 
Professor Valerie Franco. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887 
or www.northcastlelibrary.org.

Maryknoll Christmas Concert. This 
annual concert of religious and traditional 
music welcomes the Christmas season. 
Led by a choir composed of the Maryknoll 
Fathers and Brothers, Maryknoll Sisters, 
Maryknoll Lay Missioners and friends 
and neighbors. Everyone of all faiths are 
welcome. Light refreshments after the 
concert. A visit from Santa to greet all 
children and the young at heart. Our Lady 
Queen of Apostles Chapel, 55 Ryder Rd., 
Ossining. 8 p.m. Free. Info: Visit www.
maryknollsociety.org. 

A John Denver Christmas Starring 
Ted Vigil. A heart-warming tribute 
that has become a holiday tradition, 
celebrating the season with the 
beloved songs of the Rocky Mountain 
troubadour. Featuring cherished songs 
such as “Rocky Mountain High,” “Annie’s 
Song,” “Sunshine on My Shoulder” and 
all of Denver’s hits, as well as some of 
the holiday season’s best loved songs. 
Ted Vigil’s uncanny physical and vocal 
resemblance to Denver will charm the 
audience with this inspirational tribute. 
Paramount Hudson Valley, 1008 Brown 
St., Peekskill. 8  p.m. $29 and $39. Info 
and tickets: 914-739-0039, visit www.
paramounthudsonvalley.com or e-mail 
boxoffice@paramounthudsonvalley.com.

continued on page 27
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Saturday, Dec. 13
Chappaqua Farmers Market. 

Chappaqua train station, Chappaqua. 
8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Info: Visit www.
chappaquafarmersmarket.org.

Pleasantville Farmers Market. The 
market moves indoors featuring vendors 
with winter-grown produce along with 
a variety of meats, cheeses, breads and 
prepared foods. Pleasantville Middle 
School, 40 Romer Ave., Pleasantville. 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Every Saturday 
through May 9. Info: Visit www.
pleasantvillefarmersmarket.com.

Mount Kisco Farmers Market. St. 
Mark’s Church, 85 Main St., Mount Kisco. 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Info: Visit https://www.
facebook.com/MtKiscoFarmersMarket.

Holiday Boutique. Selected vendors 
will carry hip, chic and classic gifts, 
clothing, jewelry, home decor and more. 
There’s something for everyone on your 
gift list. First Congregational Church 
of Chappaqua, 210 Orchard Ridge 
Rd., Chappaqua. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. No 
admission. Info: 914-238-4411.

Christmas Tree and Wreath Sale. 
Fresh Balsam trees and wreaths from 
New Hampshire. Trees from six to 10 feet 
starting at $50. Shop local and support 
the First Congregational Church. First 
Congregational Church, 210 Orchard 
Ridge Rd., Chappaqua. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Also Dec. 20 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 

Dec. 14 and 21 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Info: 
914-238-4411.

Train: Your Ticket to the Great 
Outdoors. A display of model trains 
presented by the Yonkers Model Railroad 
Club. This marks the 10th consecutive year 
of this exhibit that is designed for train 
lovers of all ages. Featuring a special 12- by 
18-foot display of HO gauge model trains 
traveling through countryside scenes of 
natural beauty, modeled on the terrain 
of upstate New York and New England. 
Includes admission to all manor house 
exhibits. Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 
Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 10 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. Adults: $10. Seniors: $9. Children 
(2 to 12 years old): $8. Also Dec. 14, 20 
and 21. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Katonah Art Center Holiday Gift 
Sale. Come and see beautiful pieces and 
one-of-a-kind objects made by artists at 
KAC. A great place to purchase holiday 
gifts, including pottery, artwork and more. 
Katonah Art Center, 131 Bedford Rd., 
Katonah. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free admission. 
Also Dec. 14. Info: 914-232-4843 or visit 
www.katonahartcenter.com.

All Saints Church’s Annual Christmas 
Tree Sale. A large selection of Fraser and 
Douglas firs in all sizes at competitive 
prices, along with 16-inch wreaths will 
be available. All proceeds will benefit 
church ministries. All Saints Church, 201 
Scarborough Rd. (at Old Briarcliff Road), 
Briarcliff Manor. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Also 

Dec. 20 from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Dec. 
14 and 21 from 12 to 6 p.m. Info: Visit 
www.allsaintsbriarcliff.org or see us on 
Facebook.

Tai Chi With Larry Attile. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 1 p.m. Free. Also Dec. 20. Info: 
914-273-3887 or www.northcastlelibrary.
org.

Circus Minimus. From Kevin O’Keefe’s 
suitcase an entire circus emerges: tent, 
band, lights and a host of zany characters. 
However, the most important performers 
emerge from the audience, making for a 
unique and light-hearted collaboration 
for the entire family. The Schoolhouse, 3 
Owens Rd., Croton Falls. 11 a.m. $15. Info 
and tickets: 914-277-8477 or visit www.
schoolhousetheater.org.

Wolves of North America. Learn about 
the mythology, biology and ecology of 
wolf families and discover why this time of 
year is special for packs in North America. 
Guests will visit ambassador wolves Atka, 
Alawa and Zephyr and will meet almost 
eight-month-old ambassador pup Nikai. 
Wolf Conservation Center, South Salem. 
11 a.m. Adults: $13. Children (under 12): 
$11. Also Dec. 14, 20, 26, 28 and 31 at 11 
a.m. Dec. 14, 20 and 27 at 2 p.m. and Dec. 
29 at noon. Pre-registration required. Info 
and pre-registration: Visit www.nywolf.
org.

“27 Santas and an Elf Called Kevin.” 
A musical about saving the magic of 
Christmas by Andy Street and Jonathan 

Kydd. Paramount Hudson Valley, 1008 
Brown St., Peekskill. 1 and 3 p.m. $33 and 
$43. (For $10, get a photo with Santa.) Also 
Dec. 14. Info and tickets: 914-739-0039 or 
visit www.paramounthudsonvalley.com.  

Family Second Saturdays: Geometric 
Expression. Explore the use of simple 
forms that artists inspired by Suprematism 
used in their artwork in a tour of :This Leads 
to Fire: Russian Art from Nonconformism 
to Global Capitalism, Selections from the 
Kolodzei Art Foundation Collection.” In 
the studio, play with the basic elements 
of art to create an expressive masterpiece. 
Neuberger Museum of Art, 735 Anderson 
Hill Rd., Purchase. 1 to 4 p.m. Free. Info: 
914-251-6113. 

Pack Chat for Kids. Children will 
learn about the mythology surrounding 
wolves and the important role of wolves 
in the natural world. Guests will visit the 
ambassador wolves and the critically 
endangered red wolves and Mexican gray 
wolves. For children four to eight years old. 
Wolf Conservation Center, South Salem. 
2 p.m. Adults: $13. Children (under 12): 
$11. Also Dec. 27 and 30 at 11 a.m. Pre-
registration required. Information and 
pre-registration: Visit www.nywolf.org.

“A Christmas Carol.” Master storyteller 
Jonathan Kruk brings to life the classic 
Charles Dickens story of Ebenezer Scrooge 
and the ghosts of Christmas Past, Present 
and Future with musical accompaniment. 
Includes complementary admission to A 

continued from page 26

continued on page 29

By Victoria Jimpson-Fludd
“Failing to plan, is planning to fail” - 

Winston Churchill
How true, especially when talking 

about downsizing. But talk is cheap. 
Without a well thought out action plan 
you won’t have a clue where to start, 
how long it will take or even how to get 
there. In fact, you won’t even know if 
your goal is feasible.

To achieve your goal, make a plan 
and stick to it. Here are eight steps to 
consider. 

1. Define your “after downsizing” 
goal. Where do you want to be and 
when? How much will it cost to stay?

2. How long will it take you to loosen 
your emotional bonds and move on? 
What do you need to do? Who can 
help? From family counselor to tag sale 
organizer, there is always someone who 
can assist you. 

3. What is your current financial 
situation? How much do you have in 
your retirement plan? How much will 
you need to achieve your goal? Is there 
a gap between the two? What can you 
do to fill it? Talk to your accountant or 

financial planner. Consider grieving 
your taxes.

The first three steps are easy. Take 
as long as you like. But be honest with 
yourself. Perhaps downsizing is merely 
a passing fantasy, not yet an actual goal. 
Perhaps the time is just not right. 

When the time is right, be proactive. 
Make sure you are aware of all of the 
problems with your house before you 
put it on the market.  

4. How much do you owe on your 
mortgage? Call your bank and ask 
for the outstanding balance. Have a 
preliminary title search done on your 
property to ensure the title is free and 
clear. 

5. What is really wrong with your 
house? How much will it cost to fix 
it? There are always little nonworking 
things, which we have learned to live 
with. But little things mean a lot. Can 
you expect a buyer to pay top dollar 
for a house where even the little things 
have not been repaired? 

Before you put your house on the 
market, hire a home inspector to look 
at it from top to bottom. Make sure 

there are no code violations. During 
the inspection, your realtor should be 
making a list of every issue the inspector 
raises. Afterwards, you and your realtor 
should review the list to determine how 
each and every issue will be resolved: 
repair, replace, offer a credit or provide 
a buyer’s home warranty protection 
plan.

Remember, every problem 
discovered by the buyer’s inspector will 
cost you money--usually far more than 
what you would have paid if you had 
resolved the issue beforehand. 

6. Make sure your house matches 
the details on record at the municipal 
office. Every good realtor will pull your 
property card and make comparisons 
before listing your house. Trying to sell 
a three-bedroom house that is recorded 
as having two bedrooms is always a 
deal-breaker. 

7. Stage your house – inside and out. 
Staging is not simply de-cluttering or 
de-personalizing. It is marketing. A 
house is no different than marketing 
any other product. Is it a premium 
product or a commodity item? Is it the 

equivalent of a used car or a previously 
owned vehicle? As any marketer knows 
packaging sells. Make sure your house 
is in pristine condition – inside and out. 

8. Don’t set a price based on your 
financial needs or dreams. Let your 
realtor set a realistic price based on 
current market conditions and on 
recent sales of comparable houses in 
your area. 

Most of all, remember that market-
ready houses  in pristine condition and 
priced right sell faster and at a higher 
percentage of the asking price. Time is 
money. Don’t let your house languish 
on the market, wasting your precious 
time and money. 

Vicki Jimpson-Fludd is a licensed 
real estate salesperson at Better Homes 
and Gardens Rand Realty in Briarcliff 
Manor and is the creator of the Time is 
Money concept. For more information, 
call 914-410-0151 or e-mail Vicki.
jimpsonfludd@randrealty.com. Also visit  
www.timeismoney-ny.com or  https://
www.facebook.com/TimeIsMoneyNY.

If You’re Looking to Downsize, a Detailed Plan is Needed
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ExaminEr mEdia Classifieds 120914

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm for 

the next week’s publication

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878
or e-mail classifieds

@theexaminernews.com

ADoPTion
Unplanned Pregnancy? Caring li-
censed adoption agency provides fi-
nancial and emotional support. Choose 
from loving pre-approved families. Call 
Joy toll free 1-866-922-3678 or confi-
dential email:Adopt@ForeverFamilies-
ThroughAdoption.org

A childless young married couple (she-
30/he-37) seeks to adopt. Will be hands-
on mom/devoted dad. Financial security. 
Expenses paid. Call/text. Mary & Adam. 
1-800-790-5260.

auto donations
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Condos For salE
CENTRAL FLORIDA Direct Water-
front Condo at below builder cost! Was 
$560,000, Now $169,900. 3 bedroom, 
turnkey, close to major cities. Visit online 
fllakefrontcondos.com

HelP WAnTeD
AIRLINE CAREERS begin here Get FAA 
approved Aviation Maintenance Techni-
cian training. Financial aid for qualified 
students  Housing available. Job place-

ment assistance. Call AIM 866-296-7093

Home imProvemenT
HAS YOUR BUILDING SHIFTED 
OR SETTLED? Contact Woodford 
Brothers Inc, for straightening, leveling, 
foundation and wood frame repairs at 
1-800-OLD-BARN. www.woodfordbros.
com. "Not applicable in Queens county"

in Home PeT SiTTinG
PLEASANT PAWS INN  LLC  Cater-
ing to the most discerning dog owners 
in Westchester.  Our home will be their 
home. 24/7 one on one love. Boarding, 
daycare, walks &  transportation services 
available.  Book a reservation at info@
pleasantpawsinn.com or 914-773-2020 
or 914-906-8414. 9 Hobby St., Pleasant-
ville.

land For salE
CATSKILL MTN SHORT SALE! 108 
acres - $189,900 Mtn views, new well, 
fields, woods, subdividable! Town rd, 
utils! $200K under market! Fin avail! 888-
479-3394 Newyorklandandlakes.com

DEER RIVER/NY STATE LAND 5 
acres- Deer River- $19,995. Borders state-
land. Excellent grouse and deer area. 
Borders ATV/snowmobile trail. Financ-
ing available. $157/month -Contact us 
by phone to receive FREE closing costs! 
1-800-229-7843. Or visit www.Landan-
dCamps.com
LENDER ORDERED SALE! 10 acres - 
$29,900 Trout stream, woods, apple trees, 

town rd, utils, EZ terms! Priced $30K be-
low market! ††888-905-8847 or newyork-
landandlakes.com

leGAl noTiCe
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT 
A LICENSE, NUMBER 1282689, FOR 
BEER AND WINE has been applied 
for by the undersigned to sell beer and 
wine at retail in a restaurant under the 
Alcoholic Beverage Control Law at 84-
86 Mamaroneck Avenue, White Plains, 
NY 10601 for on premises consumption.
Muse Paintbar LLC

TOWN OF SOMERS NOTICE OF 
AVAILABILITY OF AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING UNITS THE TOWN OF 
SOMERS is advertising the availability 
of two newly constructed  0ne Bedroom 
Affordable Housing units located at    341 
Route 202 in the historic Somers Hamlet.  
These bright and airy, finely finished  sec-
ond floor walk-up apartment units  are 
available to one person households whose 
maximum annual income is  no greater 
than $58,100 and to two-person house-
holds whose maximum income is no 
greater than $66,400.  Estimated rents are 
$1,373 to $1,416.  Please contact the Town 
of Somers Planning Office at 914-277-
5366 for an application. Applications will 
be accepted from  Tuesday, December 9, 
2014  through Noon on Tuesday, January 
6, 2015 in the Office of the Somers Town 
Clerk, Somers Town House, 335 Route 
202, Somers, NY, 10589.    

misCEllanEous
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship. FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

out oF statE rEal EstatE
Sebastian, Florida Beautiful 55+ manu-
factured home community. 4.4 miles to 
the beach, Close to riverfront district. 
New models from $99,000.  772-581-
0080, www.beach-cove.com

WAnTeD
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT
914-654-1683 

CASH for Coins! Buying Gold & Silver. 
Also Stamps & Paper Money, Comics,† 
Entire Collections, Estates. Travel to your 
home. Call Marc in NJ: 1-800-488-4175

Cash for OLD Comics! Buying 10c and 
12c comic books or MASSIVE quanti-
ties of after 1970 Also buying toys, sports, 
music and more! Call Brian: 1-800-617-
3551

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR
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Holiday Open House, across the street at 
Philipsburg Manor. Old Dutch Church 
of Sleepy Hollow, 430 N. Broadway 
(Route 9), Sleepy Hollow. 3:30 p.m., 4:45 
p.m. and 6 p.m. Adults: $24. Children 
(under 18): $20. Historic Hudson 
Valley members receive a $5 per ticket 
discount. Also Dec. 14, 20 and 21. Info 
and tickets: 914-366-6900 or visit www.
hudsonvalley.org.

“Messiah-Sing.” This annual 
performance, featuring professional 
soloists and a string quartet, will be 
joined by the Bronxville High School 
Choir and the Bronxville High School 
Orchestra. Sing Handel’s great Oratorio 
and be a part of this wonderful family 
tradition of fellowship and music. 
Reception to follow.The Reformed 
Church, 180 Pondfield Rd., Bronxville. 4 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-337-6776.

“The Nutcracker.” Impact Dance 
Company’s production of Tchaikovsky’s 
holiday classic featuring performers 
from throughout Westchester. Fox Lane 
High School’s Mary Lou Meese Theatre, 
Route 172, Bedford. 7 p.m. $25. Also 
Dec. 14 at 3 p.m. Info and tickets: Visit 
www.impactdancecompanynutcracker.
brownpapertickets.com.

Harvey Presents: Lew Soloff. Soloff, 
a Grammy Award-winning former 
member of Blood, Sweat and Tears, 
performs in this community venture. 

A virtuoso trumpeter who has played 
with immortals in the music world, he’s 
assembled an outstanding band of top 
jazz musicians for this show. The Harvey 
School’s Walker Center for the Arts, 260 
Jay St., Katonah. 8 p.m. $40. Info and 
tickets: 914-232-3161 ext. 161 or visit 
www.harveyschool.org and click on Lew 
Soloff under “Announcements.”

Comedy Night. Featuring comics 
Howard Feller, Chris Lamberth and Adam 
Oliensis, who have honed their craft on 
Comedy Central, Gotham Comedy Club, 
and Caroline’s. Schoolhouse Theater, 
3 Owens Rd., Croton Falls. 8 p.m. $20. 
Info and tickets: 914-277-8477 or visit 
www.schoolhousetheater.org. 
Sunday, Dec. 14

Teaching Trails: A Community Path 
for Environmental Education. Join 
guided trail experience through the 
woodland forest. Discover who left that 
track, which tree makes the best animal 
home or which plant makes its own heat 
to help melt through the late winter 
ice. Program runs about 30 minutes. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 11:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Sunday. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.    

Holiday Party: “It’s a Wonderful 
Life” Screening and Winter Solstice 
Lecture. The lecture, led by Professor 
Valerie Franco, will look at the question 
of “How an angel gets his wings?” Plus, 
the origin of various winter solstice 

holidays dating from Roman times to the 
present. Some of the celebrations include 
Saturnalia, Christmas and Hanukkah. 
Light refreshments will be served. All 
welcome. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 1 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887 or www.
northcastlelibrary.org.

Monday, Dec. 15
Knitting Group. Hats for our 

servicemen and women overseas and 
other ongoing projects for care centers 
and hospitals. Clinton Street Center, 1A 
Clinton St., Pleasantville. 9:30 to 11:30 
a.m. Free. Meets every Monday. Info: 
914-769-2021.

Woman’s Club of Pleasantville. The 
club will be holding a cookie swap. 
Members are asked to bake several dozen 
cookies and swap with other members. 
Guests welcome. Our Lady of Pompeii 
Church, Saratoga and Garrigan avenues, 
Pleasantville. 1 p.m. Free. Info: 914-769-
5189.

Local Author Talk. Rinku 
Bhattacharya will talk about her new 
cookbook, “Spices and Seasons, Simple, 
Sustainable Indian Flavors.” In an 
interactive discussion, Rinku will discuss 
essential spices and how to mesh them 
with local ingredients and answer all 
your questions on Indian cooking. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 6:30 p.m. Free. Info: 
914-273-3887.

By Jerry Eimbinder
After eight weeks of intensive 

renovation, Anna Maria’s in Larchmont 
reopened last week with a new menu. The 
interior of the 40-seat restaurant has been 
completely redone; the furniture is new 
and an 800-pound cement bar has been 
built on the premises. 

Wednesday Pasta Night returns this 
week, but unlike in the past, the pastas and 
appetizers will change weekly.

“Guests will be able to choose from four 
appetizers and six pasta dishes each week 
at a prix-fixe cost of $19 per person,” said 
co-owner Anna Maria Santrelli.  Thursday 
Ladies Night (a first at Anna Maria’s) 
debuted on Dec. 4. From 4:30 to 6:30 
p.m., female guests can order discounted 
specialty drinks--wine at $5 per glass and 
selected bottles of beer at $4.

The menu includes several appetizers 
not offered on the previous menu such 
as grilled octopus, pesto and mac cheese, 
farrotto with wild mushrooms, mixed 
olives and meatballs made with veal, goat 
cheese and eggplant.

New entrees on the menu include panko-
crusted North Atlantic salmon at $25; 

grilled branzino at $26; chicken martini 
at $25; and veal parmigiana (previously 
available as a special only) at $29. The 
signature dish is black-ink fettuccine. 

For the first time in its history, the eight-
year-old restaurant will have a bar menu. 
The bar has eight stools and plenty of 
standing room.

Happy Hour is celebrated at the bar only 
Tuesday through Thursday from 4:30 to 
6:30 p.m. with red, white and sparkling 
wine at $5 each and discounts for beer and 
specialty drinks. 

Bartender James Welsh, a Mount Kisco 
resident, said that popular drinks include 
Napoli, a combination of limoncello, cola 
and fresh lemon, and Contractor’s Delight, 
made with Stoli vodka, club soda, a splash 
of cranberry and lime wedge. Both drinks 
cost $9.

Lunch service from 12 to 3 p.m. will 
return shortly. Sunday brunch will soon be 
introduced beginning at 11 a.m. 

The walls, formerly red/burgundy, are 
now colored “Mount Rainier Gray” and 
the ceiling has been redone with “Ashland 
Slate” paint.  

Santarelli served three New York City 

mayors — David Dinkins, Rudolph 
Giuliani and Michael Bloomberg. She 
fed many celebrities during her 13 years 
as executive chef at Gracie Mansion, 
including Harrison Ford, Danny DeVito, 
Woody Harrelson, Barbra Streisand, 
Billy Crystal, Placido Domingo, Luciano 
Pavarotti, Francis Ford Coppola and John 
Kennedy Jr.  The restaurant is co-owned by 
Jennifer Esposito.

Anna Maria’s Restaurant is closed on 
Mondays. It is located at 18 Chatsworth 
Ave. in Larchmont

Contact: 914-833-0555 or visit www.
annamariaskitchen.com.

Former Gracie Mansion Chef Reopens 
Restaurant With New Menu

Tarrytown’s SB&G 
to Ring in 2015 

with New Name, 
Menu

continued from page 27

Anna Maria’s Restaurant in Larchmont.

By Jerry Eimbinder
Many changes lie ahead for SB&G, 

the restaurant at the Sheraton 
Tarrytown Hotel.

 “We will ring in the new year with 
a new name and a new menu,” said 
manager Michael Dizzine.

The new name has not yet been 
made known. 

The new menu is still a work 
in progress, too, but a number of 
decisions have been made, Dizzine 
said. The new restaurant will offer:
1. An impressive and well-stocked 

bourbon and whisky bar.
2. Theme nights devoted to specific 

types of food and/or beverages.
3. A greater variety of small plates 

and tapas.
4. Beet salad and crab cakes, both 

very popular, will be retained.
5. Omelet and waffle stations will 

be added to Saturday and Sunday 
buffet brunches, currently priced 
at $19.95 for adults and $12.95 
for children.

6. Filet mignon will be replaced by 
petite fillet mignon.

7. Live entertainment with no 
cover charge will be presented 
on Friday and Saturday evenings 
beginning about 7 p.m.

8. Wine-coupled, prix-fixe dinners 
are coming.

9. Heat lamps will be used to extend 
the outdoor patio dining season.

10. Burgers and a soup/half-
sandwich combination (each 
currently priced at $9.95) will 
carry over to the new luncheon 
menu.

“The new menu dishes will be 
New American Cuisine,” said chef 
Michael Koonce, “but it’s too early to 
say much more than that.”

Koonce was previously a line chef 
at the Loews Regency Hotel and The 
Water Club in Manhattan and is a 
graduate of the New York Restaurant 
School.

Dizzine grew up in Nyack, 
graduated from Johnson & Wales 
University in Providence with a 
bachelor’s in hotel management. He 
was the food and beverage manager 
at Comfort Inn & Suites in Nanuet 
prior to assuming his present duties 
a year ago.

SB&G is located adjacent to the 
lobby of the Sheraton Tarrytown 
Hotel at 600 White Plains Rd. (Route 
119) 

Call 914-332-7900 for more 
information.
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ExaminerSports
By Monica D’Ippolito

Playing without its head coach and one 
of the captains, the Valhalla girls’ basketball 
team had a formidable task when it took 
the court at rival Westlake Friday night.

“Here at Valhalla, we don’t make excuses, 
we don’t whine, we don’t complain, it’s 
next man up,” Viking interim coach 
Kevin Martins said after stepping in for 
unavailable head coach Stephen Boyer. 
“I’ve been working with these girls for two, 
three years, so when (Boyer) called me and 
said, ‘Can you step in?’ I said, ‘Absolutely.’”

Despite an overwhelming 29-point 
halftime deficit, the Vikings played hard 
and made a big run in the third quarter 
that cut into the Wildcat lead. But Valhalla 
couldn’t overcome Westlake’s hot hand 
from behind the 3-point arc and fell 66-50 
before a packed house on “Rivalry Night.”

“It’s tough,” said Martins. “I don’t know 
their day-to-day, I don’t know everything 
that they do. So for me, it was hard to 
make adjustments on the fly. We figured it 
out at halftime and we did a little bit better 
job in the second half, just effort-wise, 
defensively and rebounding, and I thought 
that was the difference.”

Valhalla struggled at the start, taking 
until the 5:23 mark of the first quarter 
to make its first basket, which broke up 
a Wildcat 6-0 run. But even after its first 
bucket, Valhalla, playing without captain 
Frankie Guzzo and suiting up just eight 
players, struggled offensively and was 
unable to break through the Westlake zone. 

By the half, the Wildcats had already 
connected on five 3-pointers and were up 
45-16. They wound up making a dozen 
shots from beyond the 3-point arc.

“We certainly saw something in that rim 
we liked,” Westlake coach Sean Mayer said. 
“We moved the ball, got some easy layups, 

so our offense was really flowing in the first 
half.” 

The start of the second half brought a 
completely different Valhalla team. The 
Vikings started hitting their own shots 
behind the arc, and also picked it up on the 
glass, pulling down 10 boards in the third 
quarter on the way to outrebounding the 
Wildcats for the game, 39-25.

“At halftime, we just kind of talked about 
the effort on defense and on the glass,” 
Martins said. “We weren’t boxing out at all. 
We made a change on defense. Offensively, 
we made a change also and we just started 
getting the ball to girls in positions they 
were a little more comfortable in.”

Propelled by a 16-4 run, Valhalla sliced 
its huge deficit to just 11 points, forcing 
Mayer to call a timeout midway through 
the third quarter.

“I should have probably called the 
timeout a little earlier,” Mayer said. “I 
wanted to see if we could try to run through 
it a little bit and a (16-4) run. We’re a better 
team than that.”

After the timeout, the Wildcats regained 
their confidence and halted the Vikings’ 
momentum. Westlake was able to hit 10 of 
17 shots from the foul line and continue its 
dominance from long range, which stalled 
the Valhalla comeback.

“Obviously in the second half they 
tightened up those holes,” said Martins. 
“Their defense did a much better job in 
the second half. Sometimes when you 
have a lead at halftime, you might not be 
as focused as you should be and Valhalla 
came out and played really hard and made 

a lot of shots and made this a competitive 
game.”

Westlake’s Natalie Alfieri led all scorers 
with 19 points. The sophomore guard 
was scorching hot from 3-point range, 
knocking down five of her seven attempts.

“Natalie, she can shoot that way, 
obviously, but usually she’s our ball handler 
and she dishes it,” said Mayer. “But when 
she’s open, she certainly can hit them. We 
needed those a little bit, especially in the 
third quarter in the end there.”

Lauren Holzer was the Wildcats’ second 
leading scorer with 13 points, while also 
pulling down six rebounds and making 
three steals. The Vikings were led by Kaylie 
Dymek’s 12 points and seven rebounds and 
Brandi Coon’s nine points, six rebounds 
and three steals.

“I thought we got good things from 

certain people and there are things to 
grow on and build on,” Martins said. 
“Confidence grew in the second half and 
I think that will be a major aspect for this 
group. When they get their coach back and 
when they get their captain back and they 
get everybody together, and everybody 
gets real familiar with each other, I think 
this group will be alright.”

Westlake’s Big First Half is Too Much for the Vikings
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Valhalla players, left to right, Claudia Halbaur, 
Kaylie Dymek and Sofia Mazza try to rebound the 
basketball in Friday’s game.

Brandi Coon of  Valhalla dribbles the ball just past 
midcourt during the Vikings’ loss at Westlake.

Westlake’s Kaitlyn Schmid tries to score inside 
during the Wildcats’ win over Valhalla on Friday.

Faith Lovett of  Westlake prepares to pass the ball 
in Friday night’s home victory over Valhalla.

Westlake freshman Jesi Oswald attempts to shoot 
the ball as Valhalla’s Kaylie Dymek defends in the 
second half  of  Friday’s game.

Valhalla’s Sofia Mazza drives along the right 
baseline in Friday’s ‘Rivalry Night’ game vs. 
Westlake.
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By Andy Jacobs
Horace Greeley senior Cameron 

Ciero proved last year he could be a one-
man wrecking crew with the basketball 
in his hands. But his coach, Dave 
Fernandes, knows that his star guard’s 
gaudy point totals looked impressive in 
the scorebook, but didn’t really take the 
Quakers very far. 

So the 2014-15 Quaker team will try 
to win more by having Ciero do less, 
even though he still has carte blanche to 
shoot when he sees fit. 

“Well, you know, he’s got a green 
light, that’s for sure,” Fernandes was 
saying last Thursday evening after the 
curtain had risen on the new season 
for his team. “But I just think if we play 
together and we distribute it, it’ll be a 
much better team, a tougher team to 
beat.”

So far, so good for the Quakers, who 
needed a mere 19 points from Ciero 
on Thursday evening to defeat Carmel 
47-42 in their season opener, a first-
round game at Lakeland High School’s 
sixth annual Carolyn Conroy Memorial 
Basketball Tournament. Ciero scored 
13 of his points in the second half to 
help Greeley emerge with a win in a 
seesaw game that had six lead changes 
and five ties. 

“We’ve got a lot to work on,” said 
Fernandes shortly after Ciero set up 
center Connor Schinderman for a layup 
with 31 seconds remaining to help seal 
the victory. “We missed a lot of free 
throws, we missed some easy baskets. 
But it’s a group that’s playing together. 
We’ve really got some nice chemistry, 
so we’re hoping we can be right in the 
mix.”

The Quakers, who went on to defeat 
host Lakeland 50-47 in the title game 
48 hours later as tourney MVP Ciero 
provided 16 points, failed to score 

for nearly the first five minutes of the 
second half against the Rams. Their 
slim halftime lead became a five-point 
deficit as Carmel scored the first seven 
points of the third quarter. 

It wasn’t until Adam Quine scored on 
a put-back with 3:17 left in the period 
that Greeley was able to get on the 
board. But a Jason Neff 3-pointer from 
the left corner gave the Quakers the 
lead again and Ciero’s drive along the 
left baseline for a layup with 10 seconds 
to go enabled them to begin the final 
quarter ahead 33-31. 

“The truth is, no,” said Fernandes 
when asked if he was concerned during 
the Quakers’ lengthy scoring drought 
to start the second half. “I’ve got more 
shooters this year. You know, it’s not all 
on Cameron. He’s our main guy, but it’s 
not like all on him. So I’m not worried 
about that. It’s about defense. Holding 
them to 40, that’s a good start.”

Back-to-back baskets by Matt 
Haughney and Ryan Train to begin the 
fourth quarter gave Carmel the lead 
once more, but Ciero slashed through 
the lane for a basket to tie the game 
again with 6:15 remaining. Nearly a 
minute later, his fast-break layup turned 
into a three-point play when he was 
fouled. The Quakers took a 38-35 lead 
and never trailed again. 

But two free throws by Josh Alexander 
with 2:09 to go and two more from Train 
just 22 seconds later brought the Rams 
back to within a point. Ciero answered 

by driving the left baseline again for a 
lefty layup with 55 seconds on the clock. 
After a Carmel turnover, Ciero found 
Schinderman open underneath for the 
bucket that all but decided the outcome. 

Ciero had spent most of the evening 
playing off the ball as junior Ben 
Wolfensohn, a diminutive southpaw 
with a quick first step, took care of the 
ball handling chores for the Quakers.

“I try not to let him do everything,” 
said Fernandes about Ciero. “But you 
saw at the end, we put the ball in his 
hands.”

That might be a winning formula all 
season long for the Quakers, who also 
got 10 points and six assists from Neff. 
For now, Fernandes is plenty pleased 
with the new look to his team. 

“We’re trying to talk about one thing 
this year – family and the big picture,” 
he said. “What’s the big picture for us? 
It’s not about individuals.”

Greeley Opens the New Season With a Tourney Win

Greeley guard Cameron Ciero gets inside for a 
basket in Thursday’s win vs. the Rams.
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Greeley’s Jason Neff  dribbles the ball across the 
top of  the key in the Quakers’ 47-42 victory over 
Carmel.

Greeley’s Jeffrey Merchant drives to the basket vs. 
Carmel.

Connor Schinderman concentrates on a free 
throw during Greeley’s season-opening victory.

The Quakers’ Ben Wolfensohn dribbles the ball in 
the first half  of  last week’s season-opening game 
vs. Carmel.

Quakers coach Dave Fernandes looks on from the 
sideline in the fourth quarter of  last Thursday’s 
tournament game. 

Adam Quine of  Greeley protects the ball from 
Carmel’s Josh Alexander along the right baseline.
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By Andy Jacobs
Considering just how recently she 

took the reins as the head coach of the 
Byram Hills girls’ basketball team, Sarah 
Kinsley is well aware there are sure to be 
some bumps in the road as she and her 
Bobcats travel on an uncharted path. 

They encountered the first of those 
bumps on Saturday evening when 
the Pirates of Pearl River closed the 
first quarter on a 19-2 run en route 
to a lopsided 60-31 victory in the 
championship game of the Byram Hills 
2014 Winter Classic. Kari Portington 
and Emma Daly scored 19 points apiece 
as the visitors from Rockland made 
themselves right at home in the Bobcats’ 
annual tournament.  

“They’re a very, very good team,” said 
Kinsley afterwards about the Pirates. 
“But I don’t think they’re 30 points better 
than us. We did it to ourselves.”

The Bobcat trouble began soon after 
senior guard Lucy Bancone connected 
on a shot from beyond the arc that gave 
Byram its only lead of the evening, 3-2. 
Pearl River answered by scoring the 
game’s next 13 points. The Pirates’ run 
was stopped by a Taylor Verboys basket, 
but the quarter ended with the Pirates 
scoring six more unanswered points to 
build a 16-point lead.

A minute and a half into the second 
quarter, Bancone fed Kiera Ahern for a 
layup. Unfortunately for the Bobcats, 
the Pirates then went on a 10-2 burst, 
getting six of the points from Daly and 
stretching their cushion to 31-9. But 
Pearl River went scoreless over the final 
three minutes of the half as the Bobcats 
tried to battle their way back.

A conventional three-point play by 
Bancone was soon followed by a 17-

foot jumper from Dana Dicristofaro. 
Ashley Polera made a steal and drove 
the length of the court for a layup that 
brought the Bobcats to within 31-16 at 
halftime. When the second half began, 
the Bobcats, who were told by Kinsley 
at intermission that they “need to come 
play Byram basketball,” continued to 
claw their way into the contest. 

The third quarter started with a fast-
break layup by Verboys, who led the 
Bobcats with 10 points. Eighth-grader 
Maggie Walsh followed with a jump shot 
from just left of the foul line, narrowing 
the Byram deficit to 11 points. Pearl River, 
scoreless for nearly eight minutes, finally 
got a short jumper from Portington with 
3:09 left in the third quarter. 

Polera answered by driving through 
the lane and hitting on a scoop shot in 
traffic. The junior guard then fed Ahern 
for another Bobcat basket that trimmed 
the Pearl River advantage to single digits, 
33-24. 

“Yeah, those seven minutes, the girls 
started playing defense,” said Kinsley. 
“We switched from man-to-man to a 
1-3-1. The girls were boxing out, they 
were paying attention to their cuts and 
their screens. Before that, we were not. 
We were kind of all over the place and we 
got ourselves in a hole and it was hard to 
come back from.”

Regrettably for Kinsley and the 
Bobcats, they never got any closer the 
rest of the way. The 15-2 Byram run 
over the second and third quarters 
wound up being much too little and too 
late to change the outcome. The Pirates 
closed the third quarter with baskets by 
Portington and Annie McBride and then 

piled up 23 points in the final period. 
Over the game’s final three and a 

half minutes, Pearl River scored 15 
unanswered points before Dicristofaro 
finally put an end to the streak by 
making a free throw. Moments later, 
Daly and Portington, along with the 
Bobcats’ Bancone, were named to the 
all-tournament team and the Pirates 
received the championship trophy as 
the dejected Bobcats watched from their 
bench.

“We had a lot of turnovers, and that’s 
been our problem the last two games,” 
said Kinsley, whose team is now 2-1 this 
season. “We had a great game against 
Nyack and then the last two games 
we’ve been playing poorly, even though 
we won yesterday (52-29 over Yonkers 
in the opening round). We need to stay 
focused, run through our offenses and 

play our game. We try to play their game 
and that’s not gonna work for us.”

Three games into her career as a head 
coach, Kinsley is hoping her players have 
turned the page on the preseason drama 
and can start focusing on the challenges 
ahead. 

“In the beginning, when I first became 
head coach, it was a little chaotic,” she 
admitted. “But we’ve gotten into a good 
rhythm, a good pattern with the girls. 
They understand what the expectations 
are. But it will take time for them to 
adjust to my style of play as opposed to 
their old coach’s.”
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SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

Pearl River Overwhelms the Bobcats in Winter Tourney

Taylor Verboys of  Byram Hills shoots the ball from 
just outside the lane in Saturday’s tournament 
game vs. Pearl River.

The Bobcats’ Ashley Polera sets up the offense 
during Saturday evening’s 2014 Winter Classic 
tourney game.

Byram Hills guard Lucy Bancone takes the ball 
to the basket in Saturday’s game vs. Pearl River.

Dana Dicristofaro of  Byram Hills gets set to send 
up a shot during Saturday evening’s game vs. the 
Pirates.

Byram Hills’ Kiera Ahern tries to score inside in 
the Bobcats’ home loss to Pearl River this past 
weekend.

The Bobcats’ Maggie Walsh battles with Pearl 
River’s Lauren Gallagher for a rebound.
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By Andy Jacobs
Just in case opponents aren’t aware 

how precocious Byram Hills shooting 
guard Skylar Sinon is, the Bobcats’ 
student cheering section is always eager 
to remind them. 

“He’s a fresshhhhh—man, he’s a 
fresshhhhh—man,” is the chant of 
choice by the home fans whenever the 
Bobcats’ very young sniper scores a 
basket. 

On Saturday evening, Sinon gave 
his schoolmates plenty of practice. 
He scored a game-high 19 points 
and earned Most Valuable Player 
honors as the Bobcats overcame a late 
deficit to defeat Brewster 59-53 in the 
championship game of the 2014 Byram 
Hills Winter Classic. 

“Last year, he got his feet wet,” said 
Bobcats coach Ted Repa afterwards 
about Sinon, who made varsity while 
still in middle school. “Now, when it’s a 
perimeter situation, he’s our go-to guy. 
That’s the transition from last year.”

It was a perimeter situation against 

the visiting Bears because Andrew 
Groll, the Bobcats’ standout center, 
was forced to watch the season-
opening tournament from the sideline 
after twisting his ankle last week in a 
scrimmage. The 6-7 senior figures to 
wreak havoc and impact games on both 
ends of the floor once he returns a bit 
later this month. 

“He’s responded really well to 
treatment,” said Repa. “If this was a 
sectional game, he could’ve went. But it 
would’ve been kind of limited, so we’re 
hoping next week we have him. Without 
him, we’re a little more perimeter 
oriented.”

So instead of having to deal with 
Groll in the paint all evening, Brewster 
got an early hint of the 
Bobcats’ future as Sinon 
scored 13 first-half points to 
help Byram take a 29-22 lead 
at intermission. His first 
bucket of the night, a 15-
foot jumper from the right 
baseline, came a mere five 
seconds after the Bobcats 
won the opening tip. 

Sophomore Matt Groll 
provided a good imitation of 
his older brother by scoring 
consecutive baskets down 
low before Sinon connected 
again, this time on a runner 
from left of the lane at the 
end of a fast break. With 
a minute and a half left in 
the quarter, Sinon dropped 
in the first of his three 
3-pointers to give Byram 
Hills a 13-6 lead.

When the Bears closed 
to within 21-17 midway 
through the second quarter, 
it was Sinon who provided 
another trey from the top 

of the key. Brewster sliced its deficit to 
four points again just before halftime, 
but Sinon drove through the lane for a 
basket as he was fouled. He added the 
free throw with 7.6 seconds remaining, 
giving the Bobcats their seven-point 
advantage at the half. 

A 10-4 spurt by the Bobcats after 
Brewster’s Jason Jacobus hit a 3-pointer 
to begin the third quarter gave Byram 
Hills its largest lead of the evening at 
39-29. The run was capped by point 
guard Ross Weinfeld’s 3-pointer and 
then his pass to a cutting Mike Sardo for 

a layup. But Brewster closed 
the period with a flurry 
of 3-pointers, four in all, 
and headed to the fourth 
quarter trailing just 46-43.

“Yeah, we got caught 
over-helping a little bit,” 
conceded Repa. “There 
were a couple charges that 
we didn’t get. And when 
that happens, we’ve got a 
guy on the ground and its 
four versus three, so they 
were able to find openings, 
and credit to them they hit 
‘em. But I think we made 
some good adjustments 
in the second half of the 
fourth quarter.”

The first six points of the 
final quarter were scored 
by Brewster’s Tom Trainor 
and suddenly the Bobcats 
found themselves behind by 
three points. Back-to-back 
baskets by Sinon regained 
the lead for Byram, and Joe 
Fromer soon made both 
ends of a 1-and-1 that gave 
the Bobcats a 52-49 edge 
with 4:06 to go. 

But the Bears were hardly 
finished. Consecutive 
baskets by Sam Adama put 
Brewster back in front by a 

point. Their lead disappeared for good, 
though, when Weinfeld, who later was 
named to the all-tournament team, 
made two free throws with 1:45 left 
on the clock. The Bobcats wound up 
scoring the game’s final seven points, 
all from the line. Weinfeld made six of 
them to keep the Bears at bay.

After his team had finished collecting 
its championship hardware, Repa had 
plenty of praise for both Sinon and 
Weinfeld. 

“I think our backcourt is one of the 
best in Class A,” he said. “I haven’t seen 
everybody yet and I’m biased, but I 
think Ross Weinfeld is a great point 
guard and, as you can see, he makes 
his free throws down the stretch. And 
Skylar Sinon, you know, he’s 14 years 
old and he’s the MVP.”

With the championship of their own 
tournament in hand again, Repa and the 
Bobcats can now turn their attention to 
the imminent return of Andrew Groll 
and some very big challenges later this 
month. 

“This was a quality win,” said Repa. 
“Brewster’s a pretty tough team. They’ve 
got some good size, good athletes. They 
took the lead in the fourth quarter and 
we showed some resolve to come back.”

Byram Hills Outlasts Brewster in Winter Classic Tourney

Byram Hills’ Skylar Sinon tries to dribble around 
Brewster’s Brandon Carroll in the title game of  
the 2014 Holiday Classic.

Byram Hills point guard Ross Weinfeld dribbles the 
ball across midcourt in Saturday’s championship 
game of  the 2014 Holiday Classic.

Joe Fromer of  Byram Hills battles for a rebound in 
the first half  of  Saturday’s home victory.

The Bobcats’ Karl Samsen (right) awaits a 
rebound with Brewster’s Matt Gargano in 
Saturday evening’s Winter Classic title game.

The Bobcats’ Matt Groll sends up a shot in the 
lane early in Saturday’s game vs. Brewster.

Mike Sardo searches for an open teammate just 
inside the foul line vs. the visiting Brewster Bears.
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Right: Freshman guard Skylar Sinon 
launches a jump shot during Saturday 
night’s Byram Hills title victory over 
Brewster in the Bobcats’ annual Winter 
Classic tournament.
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By Monica D’Ippolito
A big rivalry game that suddenly 

became suspenseful in the final minutes 
kept the filled-to-capacity Westlake gym 
buzzing Friday night. And when the host 
Wildcats managed to hang on for a victory 
over their neighbors from Valhalla, their 
fans stormed the court in jubilation.

“First of all, Valhalla is always a tough 
win,” Westlake coach Steven Gage said, 
moments after his team’s 55-50 triumph 
in front of an overflowing and raucous 
crowd. “They’re well-coached, they’ve got 
a lot of competitiveness and they came 
back. I thought we were in a good place, 
so give credit to them.”

After being knotted at 11 apiece at 
the end of the first quarter, the Vikings 
struggled in the second and third 
quarters, primarily due to the Wildcats’ 
tenacious full-court press. Valhalla only 
managed to score a combined 12 points 
in both quarters and fell behind 45-23 
at the end of the third period. During 
the disastrous third quarter, the Vikings 
committed nine consecutive turnovers, 
losing the ball eight of those times before 
even reaching midcourt.

“We definitely struggled with a little bit 
of pressure from the press,” Valhalla coach 
John DiBetta said. “A couple of our young 
guys weren’t able to get the ball over the 
top of the zone and to the middle of the 
zone. It’s something we just have to watch 

film on and improve on.”
After being down by 22 points entering 

the fourth quarter, the Vikings showed 
tenacity and fight as they began to chip 
away at the Westlake lead. With the 
Wildcats backing off on the press, Valhalla 
found its rhythm offensively and started 
hitting from behind the arc. Meanwhile, 
the Wildcats, who were sent to the line 32 
times, only made 56 percent of their free 
throws, keeping the Vikings’ comeback 
hopes alive.

“We just wanted to fight,” DiBetta said. 
“It was a time that we really got to see the 
character of our team. We have a bunch 
of young, inexperienced players. They 
fought to the very end and that’s what I 
was really looking for. It could have easily 
went into the tank and folded, but we 
showed a lot of heart in the end.”

Valhalla sank three consecutive 
3-pointers late in the fourth quarter, 

forcing Westlake to close out hard on the 
perimeter. On one occasion, the Wildcats 
got too aggressive and fouled Orlando 
Clarke on a jumper from behind the arc.  
Clarke’s three subsequent free throws 
moved the Vikings to within 48-40.

“It’s something that we talk about 
at every practice, we want to keep 
composure, no matter what’s going on in 
the game,” DiBetta said. “It’s hard to do 
sometimes, especially with young players 
and inexperienced players. But they did 
a great job and that’s what I think was the 
main reason why we came back.”

However, Valhalla could never get 
any closer than five points as junior 
guard Jesse Boyce calmly sank late free 
throws while the Vikings misfired on 
last-minute shot attempts.

“These guys are working hard… (but) 
most of all we’re working on being a 
team with great character,” Gage said. 
“That means being resilient, and I think 
they were tonight. They bent but, you 
know what, you need character and you 
need determination and ultimately they 
showed it.”

Valhalla was led by senior Ezekiel 
Demasio, who recorded 17 points, nine 
rebounds and two assists, while Clarke 
finished the evening with 10 points.

“We were supposed to play two games 
before this to kind of break us in, but you 
know things happen with the schedule,” 
DiBetta said. “I’m actually glad we had 
this game as our first game because now 
our younger guys can really see what it 
takes to play on the varsity level. We’re 
going to prepare in practice and make 
sure we’re prepared for these types of 
games going forward.”

The Wildcats were led by Boyce and 
Daniel Greico. Boyce led all scorers 
with 24 points and wound up with four 

assists, while Greico finished with nine 
points, six rebounds, two steals and 
three assists.

“The program is just starting to take 
shape,” said Gage, whose team improved 
to 3-0 this season. “It’s my third year 
here. We really developed a nice youth 
system on all levels, the characters of 
individuals are unbelievable and it’s led 
by a lot of our seniors.” 

Gage had special praise for one of 
those seniors, John Michael Picciano, 
lost for the season with a broken ankle 
in the season opener last week. 

“He really means a lot to us,” said 
Gage, “and for him not being out there 
we fight for him every time.”

Packed House Watches Westlake Withstand a Viking Comeback 
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In this season of sharing joy with family, friends, and neighbors, we’d 

like to encourage you to support your local businesses. Watch our 

“Shop Dine Expore – Enjoy Pleasantville” special on PCTV and 

pctv76.org for ideas. And as always, thank you for supporting PCTV.  

It’s all about you.

THINK LOCAL
SHOP LOCAL

Westlake’s Harrison Adams shoots the ball in 
Friday’s win over visiting Valhalla.

Terrence Hart of  Valhalla and William Snyder of  
Westlake await a rebound in Friday night’s game 
won by the host Wildcats.

Dan Grieco of  Westlake puts up a shot in the paint 
during Friday’s game vs. Valhalla, won by the 
Wildcats.

Westlake guard Jesse Boyce floats through the 
lane before shooting the ball as Valhalla’s Tyler 
Wills tries to stop him.

Ezekiel Demasio of  Valhalla throws an off-balance 
pass as he’s pressured along the baseline  by 
Westlake’s Ben Yamuder (left) and Dan Grieco.
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Above: Lauren Schmidt of  Pleasantville gets 
set to pass the ball in Friday’s overtime loss to 
Woodlands.

Upper right: Pleasantville guard Courtney Sheehy 
dribbles near the top of  the key vs. visiting 
Woodlands.

Right: The Panthers’ Josie Amerson gets into 
the lane to put up a shot vs. Woodlands in Friday 
afternoon’s game.

Above: Anna Waterhouse of  Greeley dribbles up 
the court vs. Clarkstown North during the Lakeland 
basketball tourney last Thursday afternoon.

Upper left: Greeley junior Lauren Brown pushes 
the ball up the court during the Quakers’ opening-
round win at the Lakeland tourney. Two days later, 
they lost in the final.

Left: Greeley’s Molly Gonzalez fires a jump shot 
in the Quakers’ win over Clarkstown North last 
Thursday.

Providing the Highest Quality Medical Care  
For You and Your Family Throughout  

Westchester, Putnam and Dutchess County

MOUNT KISCO CAMPUS:
90 & 110 South Bedford Road  n  34 South Bedford Road 
Mount Kisco, NY 10549-3412
MAIN: 914 n241n1050   
PEDIATRICS: 914 n242 n1580

www.mkmg.com
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NORTHERN WESTCHESTER HOSPITAL OFFICE:
CANCER TREATMENT & WELLNESS CENTER 
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ALLERGY / IMMUNOLOGY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-468-2590

PATTERSON:
INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-278-6625
PEDIATRICS  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-279-2323

PAWLING:
DERMATOLOGY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-855-5536
PODIATRY .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-855-1853

PEEKSKILL:
GASTROENTEROLOGY / INTERNAL MEDICINE
914-739-4800

POUGHKEEPSIE: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-471-3111

PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:  .PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:  .PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE: 845-279-2000

RYE:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-967-5539

SOMERS:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-277-4448

YORKTOWN HEIGHTS OFFICES:
1825 COMMERCE STREET .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-962-5060
1940 COMMERCE STREET 
     INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-962-5577
225 VETERANS ROAD
     SPECIALTIES  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-302-8059

URGENT CARE:
YORKTOWN:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-302-8060
CARMEL:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-278-7000

Focus on
GIRLS’
HOOPS 

Greeley

Pleasantville
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