
By Martin Wilbur
There will be a farmers market this 

winter in Chappaqua after all.
New Castle officials and a representative 

of the Chappaqua Farmers Market 
confirmed last week that the popular 
operation will head back indoors to the 
town’s community center at 10 Senter St. 
starting Dec. 20. It will open a half-hour 
later than the 8:30 a.m. outdoor starting 
time and end at 1 p.m.

Finding a new home for the winter 
market was needed after the rent was 
doubled by the Church of St. Mary the 
Virgin on South Greeley Avenue, the 
previous venue for the indoor market. 
Also, the church attached additional 
conditions to the lease agreement.

Farmers market board of directors 
chairwoman and co-founder Priscilla 

Sorensen said the market will continue 
outside at the train station through Dec. 
13, then move to the community center 
the following week. It will likely take a 
one-week break for the holidays and 
return for all of January and February 
before returning outdoors for the spring, 
Sorensen said.

“We’re very excited that we’re going 
to have a winter market and be able 
to continue to meet the needs of the 
residents,” she said.

New Castle Supervisor Robert 
Greenstein said that any programs that 
had been scheduled at the community 
center on the Saturdays that the market 
will be in operation are expected to be 
moved to Chappaqua school buildings.

Although it may take a little bit of 

By Janine Bowen
A Pleasantville parents group is urging 

school district officials to avoid artificial 
turf for next year’s scheduled replacement 
of fields at the district’s three schools 
because the surface includes known or 
suspected carcinogens. 

Parents Advocating Clean TurfGrass 
(PACT) formed a few months ago to fight 
installation of artificial turf containing 
crumb rubber fill. The group has launched 
an online petition drive, collecting 
signatures from more than 160 residents.

Matthew Finkelstein and Alicia Samios, 
parents of a kindergartener at Bedford 
Road School and among the leaders 
of the petition drive, said they have 
uncovered research identifying more 
than 30 substances found in the material, 
comprised of ground-up recycled tires, 
which is used to prop up the artificial turf 
grass. 

Some of the substances found in crumb 
rubber include suspected or known 
carcinogens as well as heavy metals; 
phthalates, which can mimic estrogen once 
ingested into the body; and carbon black, 
which has been compared to asbestos in 
the lungs, Samios and Finkelstein said.

“Right now our school district still has 
time to save our children from the extra 
cancer risk that carbon black and crumb 
rubber pose,” Samios said.

Currently, there are few studies that 
verify the long-term results of exposure to 
the crumb rubber compound, but PACT 
members said that they want to be ahead 
of the game. Finkelstein argued that it took 
decades before health officials connected 
smoking or asbestos to cancer. It would be 
better to avoid crumb rubber than take the 
risk, he said.

Dr. Maida Galvez, an assistant professor 
of pediatrics and community and 
preventative medicine at Mount Sinai 
Hospital, said doctors are questioning 

whether the health risks of artificial turf 
have been fully assessed. She noted that 
anybody considering installation of a 
synthetic surface should research what 
materials are in the product. 

“You have to carefully weigh the risks 
of potential human health effects as well 
as impacts on the environment versus the 
benefits of turf,” Galvez said. “Products 
should be rigorously vetted before there’s a 
wide-scale implementation of them.” 

PACT is asking that the district consider 
using natural grass fields, particularly at 
the K-4 Bedford Road School (BRS). If 
that’s not possible, the district should only 
consider organic options for artificial turf 
in the bidding process.  

Board of Education President 
Shane McGaffey said it is the trustees’ 
responsibility to consider bidding all types 
of surfaces and make an informed decision 
based on various factors, including price 
and safety. 

Pleasantville Superintendent Mary Fox-
Alter said grass isn’t an option at any of the 
schools because of heavy demand for the 
fields. For the fall sports season, the three 
schools’ fields were used for 50 hours per 
week, she said. That number jumps to 
almost 60 hours when village recreation 
teams are counted. The BRS field also 
sees high demand because it is where the 
district’s modified teams play and practice. 

In addition, the fields are used for 
physical education classes and recess. Fox-
Alter explained that if the district elected 
to use grass, some of these programs would 
need to be eliminated or reduced in order 
to give the grass time to grow properly 
because of the climate. 

“We’re not in the South where we could 
grow Bermuda grass and get plenty of rain,” 
Fox-Alter said. “Here in the Northeast, 
school districts that can do a natural 
surface actually have multiple fields so they 
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Jolly Happy Souls
Frosty the Snowman walks 

with Judy Willsey at Wampus 
Brook Park in Armonk last 
Saturday after the lighting 
of the park’s Christmas tree 
during the annual Frosty Day 
celebration. Local residents 
were joined by visitors from 
throughout the county to 
help kick off the holiday 
season in grand style. This 
year’s Frosty Day, with the 
main feature being the 
parade down Main Street, 
had more activities than ever 
before and easily the best 
turnout in the event’s brief 
history. 

For more photos on 
Frosty’s big homecoming, 
turn to page 17. 
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can let one rest, lay fallow.”
Connecticut-based Environmental 

Human Health, Inc. (EHHI), a nonprofit 
comprised of 10 physicians and public 
health officials, is one of the leading 
opponents of artificial turf and released a 
report on potential health risks of crumb 
rubber in 2007. Its president, Nancy 
Alderman, maintains that grass is the 
safest playing surface for student-athletes.  

“If they would just spend a quarter of 
the money that the more than $1 million 
synthetic turf field costs on a really first-
rate grass field, they would have a good 
field and a safe field,” said Alderman.

McGaffey said while the board will 
consider the health impact of all materials, 
it also needs to look at injury rates, which 
he noted have been greatly reduced since 
the school switched from grass to crumb 
rubber turf more than a decade ago. 

Even if it was feasible to use natural grass 
fields, Fox-Alter said it would be too costly. 
Another staff member would be needed to 
manage buildings and grounds, and the 
district would have to install an irrigation 
system and purchase sod, because grass 
seeds wouldn’t have time to set with the 
amount of activity.  

There is, however, no definitive 
scientific link between crumb rubber and 
cancer as of yet, and artificial turf fields 
are considered safe to use by a variety of 

government agencies. 
Finkelstein and parent Linda Kluge 

noted that crumb rubber particles stick 
to everything, from clothing to balls used 
on the field. The biggest concern PACT 
members have, however, is that when 
children are running or diving on the 
fields, particles are kicked up and can be 
ingested into the mouth and lungs. 

Fox-Alter said that since the artificial 
turf fields were initially installed 12 years 
ago, she hasn’t heard any complaints about 
the particles. The only comments she has 
received recently are from people who 
want to see the aging fields replaced. 

Galvez said the long-term health and 
environmental impacts of crumb rubber 
turf must be assessed before doctors can 
definitively determine if it is unsafe for 
use by children. She noted that natural 
grass is always worth considering, but it 
is premature to conclude that artificial 
surfaces are a health risk without more 
research.  

“Access to sports fields is very important 
for people of all ages. We want to encourage 
people to get out and be active and we also 
want them to be in healthy environments,” 
Galvez said. 

If crumb rubber turf is utilized, Galvez 
said hand-washing stations should be 
provided and shoes worn on the field 
should be removed before going indoors. 
She said as of now, the main concern 

doctors have with artificial turf is heat, 
where temperatures on the surface can rise 
to more than 120 degrees. Galvez said she 
has known children to have been scalded 
running onto the field barefoot. 

Fox-Alter said the district is currently 
awaiting approval from the state Education 
Department to begin the bidding process. 
Officials are in the stage of gathering 
information on the various types of fills 
that can be used for the artificial turf. She 
noted that in April, a month before the 
vote, the board presented the proposed 
project to the public. Several different 
choices for fill, including crumb rubber 
and natural options, were discussed. 

“People are jumping to a conclusion 

that that means they’re going to pick 
[crumb rubber] and nothing can be more 
inaccurate than that statement,” Fox-Alter 
said. 

She explained that all fill options are still 
on the table and the project was always 
slated to use some type of artificial turf. 
District officials held several community 
forums last year and published a brochure 
explaining the scope of the project to 
residents before the vote, noting that the 
new fields would be synthetic and that 
grass was not being considered. 

The Board of Education will hold a 
facilities meeting Jan. 27, where the project 
will be discussed. 

P’ville Parents Group Claims Artificial Turf Isn’t Safe
continued from page 1
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The Pleasantville High School athletic field and the district’s other two schools are slated to receive an 
artificial surface that a group of  parents have contended may be harmful to students’ health.
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By Janine Bowen
Calls for increases in childcare funding 

dominated the conversation at last week’s 
public hearing on the 2015 county budget 
in Somers. 

Parents and childcare providers called 
on the Board of Legislator to increase 
Title XX subsidy funding by $1 million 
and hike reimbursements to childcare 
facilities. They also pleaded for the parent 
contribution to be reduced from 27 to 15 
percent. 

“For every single family we can help, 
this funding makes a huge difference 
in the lives of those families. But we’re 
reaching the point now where, even with 
the subsidy, it’s becoming out of reach,” 
said Dawn Meyerski, program director at 
Mount Kisco Child Care Center.  

Meyerski said that a 27 percent parent 
share is too high and that many parents 
need to rely on additional scholarships 
provided by childcare centers and 
nonprofit organizations to afford care for 
their children. 

Mistie Eltrich, president of the Child 
Care Council of Westchester, noted the 
cost of childcare is highest in Westchester, 
costing about $20,000 per year for an 
infant compared to $14,000 in Rockland 
and $16,000 is Nassau. Her organization 
provides scholarships to more than 
40 families in need annually, but with 
the original donor now deceased, that 

program will end in June, making an 
increase in county funding more critical. 

Many parents who spoke during the 
hour-long hearing said that because of 
the high cost of childcare, they are forced 
to make difficult choices. Some noted 
that with the 27percent contribution 
rate, payments often exceed their rent or 
mortgage. In addition, many fear that if 
the cost isn’t lowered, they will be forced 
to move away or opt for subpar childcare 
options. 

Tarrytown resident Maciel Burgos, a 
mother of a five-year-old who attends the 
Ossining Children’s Center and a seven-
month -old who attends Mount Kisco 
Child Care Center, said the programs have 
greatly benefitted her family. However, 
she is going into debt making payments 
and a lower parent contribution would 
help keep her children in the program. 

“I don’t want to lose this. I don’t want 
to be giving my child to someone that’s 
just going to put my child in front of the 
TV,” Burgos said. “I’ve been working since 
I was 14 years old; I never have asked for 
help except for now, which I really do 
need. I don’t want to be a statistic, I don’t 
want to be on welfare and I don’t want to 
stay at home.”

Last year, the county allocated $1.4 
million to expand Title XX subsidies to 
allow more qualified families to benefit; 
however, the funding is slated to be cut 

in half for the 2015 budget because those 
funds remain largely unused. 

Howard Milbert, executive director 
of the Ossining Children’s Center and 
the co-president of the Westchester 
Early Childhood Directors Association, 
explained that the funds were unused 
because of late enrollment and failure to 
publicize the subsidy’s availability.

“It’s true they were unused, but 
to say that they were unneeded is a 
misinterpretation,” Milbert said. 

Many who spoke at the Nov. 25 hearing 
at Somers High School noted that 
children who are able to attend proper 
day-care facilities have an advantage 
when they start kindergarten. They noted 
that county funding for childcare services 
is an investment in the future, enabling 

children to get a good start in their 
education, which helps them as they get 
older. 

“Because of the high cost of quality 
childcare, some children do not receive 
the tools they need to succeed in school 
and beyond in the rest of their lives, 
said Katherine Loda, a member of the 
Mount Kisco Child Care Center’s board 
of directors. “Yet those children are our 
future leaders and no one benefits if half 
of the future leaders do not receive the 
tools that they need to succeed in life.” 

While funding for day-care was the 
main focus of those attending the hearing, 
representatives from other organizations 
also called for increased funding. Several 
asked for a cost-of-living adjustment for 
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getting used to for shoppers, Sorensen 
said that the community center space 
is actually slightly larger than what 
the market had at the church. She said 
vendors that she has spoken to informed 
her the new location should work out 
fine.

Market representatives want to make 
sure the public is aware of the move 
and have updated the website, www.

chappaquafarmersmarket.org, with the 
latest information.

At a September work session when 
it was revealed publicly that the winter 
market could be in jeopardy, members of 
the market’s board of directors told town 
officials that it was considering staying 
outside at the train station through the 
winter if the town-owned building was 
available to use. They also considered 
suspending the market for about 10 

weeks unless a suitable and affordable 
site was located.

Sorensen and Town Administrator 
Jill Simon Shapiro also mentioned that 
a partnership to operate the market that 
had been discussed in September will 
not be formed. Market representatives 
had said at the time they were exploring 
ways they could get administrative 
assistance from the town to help operate 
the nonprofit organization. Its board of 

directors is comprised of community 
volunteers.

However, town board members 
had informed the market board that  
if the municipality was to become 
involved adherence to various 
municipal laws could change how part  
of the operation functioned.

Chap Farmers Market to Operate Through Winter at Community Center
continued from page 1

nonprofit organizations.
Although the 2015 budget calls for a 3 

percent increase in funding to nonprofits, 
Joanne Mongelli, deputy director of 
ArtsWestchester, noted her organization’s 
funding would still be $216,000 less than 
what it received in 2011. 

ArtsWestchester Board of Directors 
Vice President Bob Roth noted that 
the funding reduction over the past 
three years has forced program cuts, 
particularly for special needs residents. 
ArtsWestchester was able to fund 11 
special needs projects in 2012 compared 
to two in 2013 and 2014, he said.

Tammy Evans, a representative from 
Open Door Family Medical Center, with 
five locations in Westchester, asked that 

the county restore $1.5 million in funding 
for federally qualified health centers. Prior 
to the termination of its contract with 
the county in 2013, Open Door received 
more than $500,000 annually to fund 
screenings for diseases, immunizations 
and treatment of communicable diseases. 

Evans noted that Open Door currently 
serves 40,000 uninsured Westchester 
residents and is more accessible than the 
two county-operated health clinics, which 
are open fewer days and have shorter 
hours. 

The third and final budget hearing 
is scheduled for this Thursday, Dec. 4 
at the county building in White Plains. 
The budget is required to be adopted by  
Dec. 27. 

Childcare Advocates Plead for More County 
Funding in 2015
continued from page 3

The American Red Cross has 
selected the North Castle Citizen 
Corps Council (NC4) to host a free 
Citizen Preparedness Corps training 
on Saturday, Dec. 13 from 10 a.m. 
to noon at Hergenhan Recreation 
Center, located at 40 Maple Ave. in 
Armonk.

This two-hour program, “Prepare, 
Respond, Recover: What to Do 
When Disaster Strikes,” will provide 
an overview to assist residents to 
prepare for natural and man-made 
disasters, and how to respond and 
recover from them. This course 
covers preparation as an individual, 
a family and a community member. 

This comprehensive training is 
being held across New York State in 
partnership with the American Red 
Cross and Gov. Cuomo’s Citizen 
Preparedness Corps Training 
program. 

The mission of NC4 is to ensure 
our communities are ready and 
prepared for disasters. NC4 was 
founded after Sept. 11 under the 
Department of Homeland Security. 

The program is free, but 
registration is requested. Anyone 
interested in the program should 
contact NC4 to register by e-mailing 
davidbauer227@gmail.com.

North Castle’s NC4 to Host Citizen 
Preparedness Training Dec. 13
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By Martin Wilbur
The New Castle Zoning Board of 

Appeals unanimously granted a special 
use permit last week to the Upper 
Westchester Muslim Society (UWMS) to 
build a nearly 25,000-square-foot mosque 
and community center on Pines Bridge 
Road.

Approval was issued after eight years 
of review despite board members voicing 
a few reservations about the scope of the 

project in a residential area. The vote 
came about four weeks after the ZBA 
adopted the applicant’s finding statement. 
Approvals are still needed from the town’s 
planning board and architectural review 
board before site work may begin.

Board members thanked the UWMS 
for its diligence in addressing each of the 
neighbors’ concerns, but also questioned 
whether potential difficulties can be 
successfully mitigated.

“The neighbors are still extremely 
anxious about a house of worship of this 
size, the scope and impact of this project, 
which they fear may create dangerous 
conditions in their neighborhood,” board 
member Gerry Golub said before the 
vote. “Should this special use permit be 
granted, I would hope the leaders at the 
society would be continually sensitive 
to these concerns and that they take the 
needed precautions” to ease the impacts.

There were many environmental 
and quality-of-life issues addressed by 
neighboring residents of the 8.3-acre 
parcel and the board throughout the 
review. Among them was parking, where 
town code requires132 on-site spaces. 
There will be 120 spaces on the property. 

For the major holidays of Eid-al-Fitr 
and Eid-al-Adha, up to 217 spaces may 
be needed and off-site parking locations 
must be used. 

Pleasantville Honors Teens’ Service to the Community
By Janine Bowen

Pleasantville officials took time Monday 
night to honor the achievements of village 
teens at the annual youth recognition 
night. 

“We spend a lot of the year talking about 
things that have to be fixed in the town and 
are happy…to summon together all of the 
young people in the community who have 
been working on fixing them,” said Mayor 
Peter Scherer. 

Dozens of youths received awards 
during the ceremony, all of whom were 
nominated by the leaders of various local 
religious and service organizations. 

Recipients included several Boy Scouts 
who completed service projects, members 
of the Pleasantville Presbyterian Church 
and Holy Innocence youth groups and 
several school service clubs. 

Peter Rogovin, chairman of Foodchester, 

the nonprofit organization that runs the 
Pleasantville Farmers Market, and Steven 
Bates, its director of market operations, 
praised the market’s interns for their 
responsibility, creativity and willingness to 
try new things. 

“Any adult who has worked with these 
kids know that they are fantastic; they 
really and truly are,” said Bates. “These 
kids are generous, immensely so, they’re 
responsible, they’re passionate…they’re 
optimistic and they’re definitely leaders.”

Several youngsters who received awards 
participated in the Appalachian Service 
Project earlier this year, which saw more 
than 40 youth volunteers travel to poverty 
stricken areas of West Virginia to help 
rebuild homes. Gale Zarick, who was in 
charge of the trip, echoed Bates’ sentiments, 
saying she was impressed with the positive 
changes Pleasantville kids have made in 

the lives of others. 
“It seems almost unfathomable that 

15-, 16- and 17-year-old youths can make 

a difference in the lives of people whose 
homes are falling apart, but they can,” she 
said.

JANINE BOWEN PHOTO
Pleasantville Farmers Market interns were among dozens of  local teens honored at the annual youth 
recognition ceremony at the Nov. 24 village board meeting.
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By Janine Bowen
Parking issues continue to plague 

Pleasantville with the most recent 
complaints coming from residents of 
Grove Street. 

Mayor Peter Scherer said residents 
have brought to officials’ attention the 
lack of parking on the street due to the 
volume of patrons from nearby stores and 
the Jacob Burns Film Center. According 
to residents, cars are violating the two-
hour parking limit and non-residents are 
parking in front of driveways, blocking 
homeowners from entering or leaving.

“I’m interested to think why parking 
across driveways is suddenly a problem 
because I’ve really never heard that,” 
Scherer said. “Obviously it happens 
every once in a blue moon but it seems 
like it’s suddenly an epidemic,” Scherer 
said.

In addition, the fact that parking is 
allowed on both sides of the street makes 
the road difficult to navigate, especially 
when snow or leaves force drivers to 
park farther away from the curb. 

Residents have complained that with 
the current parking regulations it is 
almost impossible for two cars to pass 
each other under certain conditions. 
Village trustees noted that traffic on the 
road is worsened by drivers who speed 
and use the road to turn around and exit 
back onto Manville Road. 

Village board members said that they 
will look into better enforcement in the 
area, among other solutions. Residents 
have requested that markings be painted 
on the road in front of driveways to 

clearly show where parking is prohibited. 
In addition, the board may consider 
installing a speed table, similar to the 
one on Romer Avenue, to help slow 
drivers down. 

Scherer said that once trustees have 
considered all options, they will invite 
residents to a village board meeting 
either this month or next to further 
discuss the problem. 

In addition to tackling the complaints 
from Grove Street, Village Administrator 
Patricia Dwyer said at last Monday 
night’s board meeting that the village is 
moving forward with installing pay-and-
display meters in several village parking 
lot. Dwyer recently received completed 
surveys of the Cooley Street and Hobby 
Street area in order to develop better on 
and off-street parking configurations for 
the area. 

Grove Street Residents Latest to Experience P’ville Parking Problems

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO
Grove Street in Pleasantville is seeing an increase in vehicle owners ignoring parking regulations, adding 
to greater congestion on the street.

Bethel  
     HOLIDAY MARKETPLACE 

Ê

       at Bethel’s                              
Springvale Inn                                                  

 

Boscobel Room                                                   
62 Springvale Road                                                            

Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520                             

 

 

                   Sunday  
                   December 7 
                 11 am– 4 pm 
 
 
 
                           Free Admission  

                           & Parking 

At the Heart of Senior LivingÊ

Ê
   For information, please call 
           914-739-6700 x1220 

RAND
REALTY
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By Neal Rentz
The Mount Kisco Village Board agreed 

last week to participate in a program to 
provide loans to commercial property 
owners for green energy projects.

The 3-1 vote on Nov. 24 paves the 
way for the village to participate in the 
Energize New York loan program. 

Voting against the resolution was 
Trustee Karen Schleimer, who expressed 
concerns that the village could be 
responsible if property owners would not 
pay back their loans.

Energize New York offers incentives to 
make commercial structures, including 

apartment buildings, and non-profit 
facilities more energy efficient. Some of 
the eligible clean energy improvements 
include new lighting, boiler conversions 
and HVAC upgrades. Some of the 
eligible renewable energy projects 
include installation of solar panels and 
geothermal and wind power.

If a property owner does not pay 
the charges, the municipality will be 
repaid through Energize New York. 
Municipalities that are not paid would 
also be eligible to impose  penalties and 
interest.

Even though Mount Kisco would not 

provide the loans, commercial property 
owners who participate in the loan 
program will see their loan payment 
charges on village tax bills. 

Mayor Michael Cindrich said the 
village has been looking for ways over a 
number of years for commercial property 
owners to make their buildings more 
energy efficient.

Mount Kisco Approves Green Energy Loan Program

PLEASANTVILLE
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

THE PLEASANTVILLE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
SPONSORS:

Saturday & Sunday, 
December 6th & 7th

VISIT US AT WWW.PLEASANTVILLECHAMBER.COM

Starting at 10 AM on Saturday, 
December 6, ice sculpturing 
demonstration in Jackson  
Alley, special sales and discounts 
throughout the Village both days. 

PHS and MS instrumentalists  
performing in the Gazebo and 
the Old Village during the day  
on Saturday.

PLUS 
The following weekend,  
on Saturday, December 13,  
starting at 10 AM, Santa  
accompanies PHS Camerata 
singers visiting shops Downtown 
singing Christmas carols and 
Hanukkah songs.

“Keys to Safe Driving,” a series of five 
free programs sponsored by the county’s 
Department of Senior Programs and 
Services (DSPS), will take place during 
Older Driver Safety Week that extends 
through this Friday, De. 5.

The sessions, presented by DSPS’ 
Older Driver Coalition, will offer tools, 
tips and techniques that older drivers 
can use to be on the road as safely as 
possible for as long as possible. The 
programs will also explore when it is 
time to stop driving and what alternative 
transportation services are available 
when seniors decide to relinquish the 
keys.

Each session will cover similar 
material. Walk-ins are welcome, but 
registration is preferred. To sign up, 
telephone the director at each of the 
sites.  

Lawrence Cunningham, of 
Westchester County’s Department 
of Public Works and Transportation 
(DPWT), will attend each session to 
help seniors interested in signing up for 
the MTA Reduced-Fare MetroCard. 

For more information about the Older 
Driver Coalition and help it offers year-
round to seniors and their families, 
contact Beverly Carter at 914-813-6188 
or visit bdc1@westchestergov.com. 

The following is the list of remaining 
programs this week:
• Wednesday, Dec. 3: Memorial 

United Methodist Church Chapel, 
252 Bryant Ave., White Plains, 12 to 
1 p.m. Call Scott Havelka, interim 
executive director, The LOFT at 914-
948-2932 ext. 12. Discussion leader: 
Mary Ellen Burns of DPWT.

• Thursday, Dec. 4: Hugh A. Doyle 
Senior Center, 94 Davis Ave., New 
Rochelle, 1 to 2 p.m.  Call Director 
Phyllis Maucieri at 914- 235-2363. 
Discussion leader: Dr. Kathleen 
Golisz, associate dean and professor, 
School of Health and Natural 
Sciences, Mercy College.

• Friday, Dec. 5: Joseph Caputo 
Community Center, 95 Broadway, 
Ossining, 11 a.m. to noon.  
Kathy Asaro, director, 914-
762-1350. Discussion leaders: 
Lawrence Cunningham and Anna 
Wyganowska, both of DPWT. 

Older Driver Safety 
Week Programs 
Available for Seniors
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By Martin Wilbur
New Castle will see its lowest tax 

increase in decades in 2015 unless last-
minute changes are made in the town’s 
$36.9 million operating budget for next 
year.

The town is benefitting from falling 
healthcare and pension costs after years 
of steep increases and favorable refuse 

and workers compensation contracts, 
said Town Administrator Jill Simon 
Shapiro.

While the tax rate increase is 1.53 
percent on the $24.2 million town and 
highway budgets, the tax levy increase 
is just 0.17 percent on the total spending 
plan, which includes districts, Shapiro 
said. 

To remain under the cap, the town 
could have increased the tax revenue 
by as much as $390,043; however, that 
number is currently slated to rise by 
$34,771. As a result, an owner of an 
average house in New Castle valued 
at about $829,000 will see a modest $9 
increase in their town taxes next year.

“Although we were quite successful 
in obtaining value for our residents  
in major contracts this year, we will 
continue to find other ways to work 
smarter and more cost-effectively while 
continuing to provide essential services 
for our residents,” Shapiro said.

Among the most significant savings 
for the town is a $184,000 reduction 
in Employee Retirement Savings 
contributions; $240,000 less in health 
insurance costs; lower workers 
compensation payments of $439,000; 
and a nearly $600,000 reduction in 
the first year of the municipality’s new 
seven-year refuse contract.

Town Comptroller Robert Deary said 
the hiring of an assistant town planner 
for $50,000, a part-time information 
officer for $18,000 and three additional 
full-time positions in the Highway 
Department to help with snow removal 
and road repaving that will cost about 
$184,000 remain in the budget.

In addition, there is an increase from 
$500 to $25,000 for the Beautification 

Advisory Board; an additional $10,000 
for a Recreation & Parks intern; an 
increase in the town board special 
projects from $10,000 to $25,000; a new 
$25,000 expense for town board special 
events; and Master Plan consulting 
services for $50,000.

Shapiro, Deary and Supervisor 
Robert Greenstein will hold a special 
informational meeting on the 2015 
budget on Tuesday, Dec. 9 at the 
Chappaqua Public Library at 9:30 a.m. 
Adoption of next year’s spending plan 
is slated for that night’s meeting at Town 
Hall.

New Castle on Target for Smallest Tax Hike in Decades

Additional Police Officers Sought 
By Mount Pleasant Chief
By Neal Rentz

The Mount Pleasant Town Board must 
decide during the next week whether it 
will hire three additional police officers 
requested by Chief Paul Oliva Jr. in the 
2015 budget.

Oliva said the department needs more 
help because of several new commercial 
developments in town, such as adding 
student residences at Pace’s Pleasantville 
campus, the opening of the EF 
International school on a portion of the 
old Legionaries property and Regeneron 
Pharmaceuticals’ pair of five-story office 
buildings set to open in Hawthorne next 
year. The department currently has 41 
officers.

“It would be helpful to hire a few more 
officers,” Oliva said. 

Supervisor Carl Fulgenzi said the board 

hasn’t decided whether to fulfill the chief ’s 
request.   

The board is working on next year’s 
proposed $43 million spending plan 
with a 1.5 tax levy increase, which would 
adhere to the tax cap.

Total spending would be about 
$300,000 higher than 2014. If approved 
in its current form, residents living in the 
average assessed house in town would pay 
an additional $10 in town property taxes 
next year.

No residents spoke during the Nov. 25 
public hearing. Another public hearing 
on the budget is scheduled for next 
Tuesday, Dec. 9. The board is scheduled  
to approve the final version of next year’s 
budget following closure of next week’s 
hearing.

Cutting-up (Texas Designer) 
Mina Mann (NYC Designer).

Fine Art • Sculpture 
• Unique Gifts • Furniture

Home Accessories • Antiques 
• Exquisite Jewelry • & more...

Apparel by

Unique one-of-a-kind 
gifts for everyone — 
including yourself!

4 Washington Avenue, 
Pleasantville 914-741-6294

Open 7 Days — 
Friday and Saturday until 8pm
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Obituaries
Ralph Cardi

Ralph Cardi, a resident of Pleasantville, 
died peacefully at Westchester Medical 
Center on Nov. 29. 

He was 80. 
Mr. Cardi was born in the Bronx on 

Apr. 9, 1934, to Louis and Ida Cardi. He 
is survived by his loving sons Paul and 
John Cardi, and siblings Louis Cardi 
and Virginia Rago.

After graduating from Samuel 
Gompers High School, he was drafted 
into the U.S. Army and proudly served 
in Korea. On June 9, 1957, Mr. Cardi 
married Frances Marciante of Mount 
Vernon. Together they spent 57 
wonderful years together until Frances’ 
passing this past July.  

Mr. Cardi worked as a surveyor for 
Mt. Vernon Contracting and Yonkers 
Contracting until starting his successful 
landscaping business in 1981. A kind, 
decent, loving man with a sharp wit and 
a soft heart, Ralph will be missed by 
those who had the gift of knowing him.

Wake services will be held on 
Wednesday, Dec. 3 from 2 to 4 p.m. and 
7 to 9 p.m. at Beecher Flooks Funeral 
Home, located at 418 Bedford Rd. in 

Pleasantville. A Mass of Christian Burial 
will be held on Thursday, Dec. 4 at 10 
a.m. at Holy Innocents, 431 Bedford Rd. 
in Pleasantville. Burial will follow at All 
Souls Cemetery.

BF 
BEECHER FLOOKS FUNERAL HOME, INC. 

“The place to turn in your time of need!“

Personally Owned and Supervised By 

              William F. Flooks, Jr.    & William J. Flooks                 
                         Proprietor              Licensed Funeral Director                             

Caring for our community since 1928 
Personal and Complete Funeral Service 

418 Bedford Road…Pleasantville, NY 10570…769-0001 

www.beecherflooksfh.com

BF 
BEECHER FLOOKS FUNERAL HOME, INC. 

“The place to turn in your time of need!“
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              William F. Flooks, Jr.    & William J. Flooks                 
                         Proprietor              Licensed Funeral Director                             

Caring for our community since 1928 
Personal and Complete Funeral Service 

418 Bedford Road…Pleasantville, NY 10570…769-0001 

www.beecherflooksfh.com

“The place to turn in your time of need!”

Mount Kisco Police Department

Nov. 23: A 23-year-old Norwich, Conn. 
man was arrested at 4:29 a.m. and charged 
with DWI after being stopped on Moore 
Avenue. The suspect was released on $250 
bail and is scheduled to appear in village 
court on Dec. 4.

Nov. 24: A homeless man reported 
at 12:04 a.m. that he was assaulted on 
Blackeby Plaza, but did not see who 
attacked him. The subject sustained 
minor injuries and did not need medical 
attention before leaving the area.

Nov. 24: Report of a suspicious package 
received at a Main Street office at 3:50 
p.m. Personnel from the office that works 
with clients with mental illness stated that 
there was tobacco placed in a letter. It was 
believed to have been from a client of the 
health care provider.

Nov. 25: A 34-year-old homeless 
man who is familiar to village police 
was arrested at 6:02 p.m. and charged 
with menacing, a misdemeanor, for 
approaching and threatening a 26-year-
old woman on South Moger Avenue. The 
suspect thought the woman was someone 
else but was charged with the offense for 
his actions.

Nov. 28: A 43-year-old Mount Kisco 
man was arrested at 4:34 a.m. and 
charged with domestic criminal mischief, 
a misdemeanor, after he appeared at his 
ex-wife’s Carpenter Avenue residence and 
damaged the front door.

Nov. 29: Report of a petty larceny on 
Britton Lane at 12:20 p.m. A 34-year-
old Bronx man, an employee at an office, 
stated that he took off his ring, placed it 
on a counter and it was missing shortly 
afterward. The estimated value of the ring 
is $850.

Pleasantville Police Department

Nov. 22: A 27-year-old White Plains 
man was arrested at 8:30 p.m. and charged 
with driving with a suspended license 
for operating a 2002 Subaru Legacy on 
Marble Avenue.

Nov. 24: A Bedford Road resident 
reported at 9:28 a.m. that a neighbor’s tree 
fell onto her car, a 2013 Subaru Impreza, 
sometime overnight resulting in damage 
to the vehicle’s windshield and roof.

Nov. 26: Report of a larceny at a 
Lennox Avenue residence at midnight. 
The resident stated that a plastic jug 
containing an undisclosed sum of money 
was missing. The resident told police that 
it may have been stolen by a friend.

Nov. 27: A 19-year-old Pleasantville 
man was arrested after he was suspected 
of driving under the influence of drugs 
and/or alcohol following a traffic stop 
on Broadway at 12:43 a.m. The officer 
found 15 pills of alprazolam in the car. 
The suspect was taken into custody and 
brought to headquarters. At 2:28 a.m., he 
was transported to Westchester Medical 
Center.

North Castle Police Department

Nov. 25: A complainant arrived at 
headquarters at 8:06 p.m. to report 
receiving numerous text messages, which 
she views as threatening, at her place of 
employment.

Nov. 26: The director of Westmoreland 
Sanctuary reported at 10:26 a.m. that he 
received a report that a hunter with a rifle 
was in the sanctuary on Nov. 25 at about 3 
p.m. The hunter was described as a young, 
white male wearing a camouflage jacket. 
The report was made as a matter of record.

Police Blotter
Pleasantville resident Ralph Cardi, pictured with 
his late wife Frances, passed away on Nov. 29.

Thomas Ambrosio
Thomas Samuel Ambrosio passed away 

on Sunday morning, Nov. 23 after a brief 
illness. 

He was 83.
Born in Brooklyn in September 1931, 

Ambrosio served in the Army during 
the Korean War. Upon returning from 
Korea, he married his wife, Rose, of 58 
years, attended New York University and 
graduated with a masters in business 
administration. He lived in Scarsdale and 
most recently in Briarcliff Manor.

Ambrosio began his career on Wall 
Street working for Lehman Brothers in the 
municipal bond department. His gift for 
numbers enabled him to become known 
as the bond swap king in the industry and 
his career would span more than 50 years. 
He ran the bond departments at several 
Wall Street firms such as Loeb Rhodes, 
American Securities and Donaldson 

Lufkin & Jenrette. Shortly after retirement 
from Wall Street, he opened his own 
municipal bond boutique firm, Security 
Dealers Guild, in Tarrytown. He is also 
a founding partner of Strategic Partners 
Investment Advisors, an SEC-registered 
investment advisor firm specializing in 
municipal bond portfolio management 
located in Rye Brook. 

His love of the municipal bond industry 
would only be overshadowed by his love of 
his family and Cape Cod. He survived by 
his wife, daughter and four grandchildren.

Visitation was held on Nov. 28 at Beecher 
Flooks Funeral Home in Pleasantville. A 
Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated 
on Nov. 29 at Holy Innocents Church in 
Pleasantville.

The family is requesting that instead of 
flowers a donation be made to the Ossining 
Food Pantry, P.O. Box 869, Ossining, N.Y. 
10562. The pantry can be reached at 914-
762-5510.

Advertise in The Examiner • 914-864-0878
email advertising@theexaminernews.com
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410 Main Street, Armonk, NY l914.273.3397lwww.hickoryandtweed.com
Mon-Sat, 10-5:30 lThurs ‘til 8 lOpen Sundays 12-4

Celebrating our 53rd Year
SSSSSSSSSS

SiNce 1961

W

Voted #1
Nationwide

Ski Magazine named
Hickory & Tweed
the Best Ski Shop

in the Country.

       After last winter, you know the rule: dress in layers to stay warm. Hickory & Tweed 
has cold weather clothing and accessories for everyone on your holiday list. Come in 
and see for yourself. Warm holiday wishes from all of us.

Follow us on

Remember last winter? Remember to add 
these goodies to your holiday shopping list.

|

 d Lightweight pullovers & jackets made with Thinsulate or Primaloft–great for layering
 d Gorgeous fur hats
 d Waterproof après ski boots
 d Base layers from Under Armour & Hot Chillys
  d Jackets by Moncler, Postcard, Bogner, Patagonia, Arc’teryx, Kjus and more
 d Wool sweaters (they’re back!)
 d Cashmere shawls, scarves, socks & gloves
  d cashmere throws

  d Hickory & Tweed Gift Certificates
 d A Snurfer (they’re back, too!)
 d The new Go Pro
 d VewDo balance boards
 d Holiday candles
 d Screwdriver tool for snowboards

More nifty gift ideas

 d Heated gloves with a lithium ion battery
 d Foot and hand warmers
 d Ski masks
 d Custom foot beds
 d Shirts, vests, caps, ties and more with our skier icon. 
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The Pleasantville Farmers Market, 
voted Best Farmers Market by Westchester 
Magazine in 2014, launches its third 
indoor season this Saturday, Dec. 6 at the 
Pleasantville Middle School cafeteria. 

The market continues to focus on 
presenting shoppers with the most 
diverse selection of foods possible, 
including more fresh winter-grown 
vegetables, humanely-raised meats and 
regionally-sourced prepared foods. It will 
also carry items stored from the recent 
outdoor growing season such as crisp 
apples, squash, root vegetables, cheeses, 
honey and preserves.

“While we are always striving toward 
improvement, we feel that the market is 
extremely

vibrant and healthy as we enter our 
third indoor season,” said Peter Rogovin, 
president and chairman of Foodchester, 
Inc., the nonprofit organization that runs 
the market. “We

have a strong mix of vendors, all of 
whom are committed to the success of the 
market by bringing the highest quality 
goods and their substantial knowledge to 
our shoppers every week.”

For the upcoming season there are two 
new vendors: Neversink Farm, and the 

gluten-free baker Jake’s Cakes. Neversink 
Farm will join Little Seed Gardens and 
Cowberry Crossing Farm to provide the 
widest range of certified organic, fresh 
winter-grown produce in the region. 

Jake’s Cakes will offer sweet and savory 
treats created within its dedicated gluten-
free kitchen. 

In addition, Forty Weight Coffee 
Roasters and Dancing Spirits Herbs, 
newcomers at the recently concluded 
outdoor market, will be on hand. 

This month, the indoor market will 
have a festive selection of gift items 
including Living Edge Design’s unique 
cutting boards and Shawangunk 
Grower’s paperwhites, amaryllis bulbs 
and decorative wreathes.

Expanding the Reach of the Market’s 
Offerings 

This Saturday, market sponsor TD 
Bank will distribute reusable shopping 
bags for the first 250 shoppers. It will 
also be highlighting its support of the 
market’s new Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP) due to 
begin on Dec. 20.

Thanks to a generous grant from 
TD Bank, people using SNAP benefits 
to pay for food will be provided with 
an “accelerator” to maximize their 
purchasing abilities. The technology 
used for SNAP will also enable all market 
customers to receive Farmers Market 
Bucks off their debit cards. 

“One of the frequent questions we 
receive from customers is where to find 
a local ATM,” explained Steven Bates, 
executive director of market operations. 
“Now, customers won’t have to leave the 
market if they need additional money.” 

Market bucks obtained by debit card 
customers can be used at any vendor 
within the market. Patrons can also 
purchase Market Bucks to give as gifts 
certificates.

The market is also partnering with the 
Pleasantville Community Garden built 
on the grounds of St. John’s Episcopal 
Church. The garden has provided fresh 
fruits and vegetables to the Hillside Food 
Outreach in Pleasantville.

“To aid this effort, farmers from the 
market are contributing leftover produce 
to also go to the Hillside Food Outreach,” 
Bates said. “Thanks to the generosity of 
our local farmers, who understand the 
importance – and often the difficulty – 
of fulfilling a basic human need, we have 
been able to contribute an additional 340 
pounds of produce and fruit.” 

Volunteers from The Pleasantville 
Community Garden will pick up leftover 
food and arrange for delivery to Hillside. 

The Pleasantville Farmers Market 
will be open Saturdays through May 9 
at Pleasantville Middle School, located 
at 40 Romer Ave., from 9 p.m. to 1 
p.m. For more information, visit www.
pleasantvillefarmersmarket.org.

Indoor Farmers Market to Open in Pleasantville This Saturday

53 South Moger Ave.
Mt. Kisco, NY 
914-666-4438
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By Martin Wilbur
Since opening 13 years ago, the Jacob 

Burns Film Center has been among the 
leaders in film education and teaching 
new ways to tell stories. That was 
further enhanced with the unveiling of 
its Media Arts Lab about five years. 

On Oct. 25, the Pleasantville film 
center officially launched its latest 
education initiative, a new interactive 
digital platform that can not only 
benefit students and teachers, but the 
general public as well.

By visiting its website, www.
burnsfilmcenter.org, and clicking on 
Education, the viewer is introduced 
to the perpetually evolving world of 
media and technology. The platform’s 
features range from the first-of-its-
kind visual glossary, where short clips 
show examples of various filmmaker 
techniques and the proper vocabulary 
for what is being done to the 
comparatively mundane ability for the 
public to complete online registration 
for the center’s courses.

While the technology may be new, 
it represents the next step in the film 
center’s  ongoing mission of engaging 
and educating the public, said Emily 
Keating, the center’s director of 
education.

“It’s not a new or different direction, it’s 

sort of bringing together so many of the 
different things that we do,” Keating said. 

The platform was created by S+7, 
an emerging technology practice, 
and funded by an anonymous donor. 
Between the funding and more than 
four years of scheduling regular classes 
at the media arts lab, the film center was 
in a good position to bring its education 
opportunities to a new level.

Another unique feature is View Now 
Do Now, a collection of mini projects 
using photos, text or video that are done 
by the public. A new project is posted 
to the website for viewing each Monday, 
Keating said. 

“The goal of these is to get to the 
heart of what we’re teaching here, which 
is viewing and doing,” Keating said. 
“Creating media today does not have to 
mean creating feature-length films for 
actual distribution. We’re living in an 
age where we’re all consumers and we’re 
all producers of media and we kind of 
break down the sort of big ideas into 
things that are playful, fun, creative, 
inspiring and can  ultimately give one 
that great experience of sort of engaging 
in a visual way.”

Of course, the platform also is 
designed to enhance students’ classroom 
experience. Last summer seven 
middle school teachers from districts 

throughout Westchester, including 
Mount Pleasant, Scarsdale, Croton and 
Yonkers, attended the Media Arts Lab’s 
Summer Teachers Institute to be trained 
in a new curriculum called Image, 
Sound and Story.

The teachers returned to their schools 
this fall to employ the curriculum, 
which consists of hands-on projects for 
seventh- and eighth-grade students and 
includes capturing and editing images 
and video and revising and reflecting 
on their work. Students also produce 
work for the Do Now View Now feature.

Pierre Van Cortlandt Middle School 
in Croton sent media literacy teacher 

Johanna Mustacchi and English 
Language Arts teacher Matthew Zinman 
to the teachers institute. The teachers 
have been incorporating the curriculum 
into their classes this year and brought 
in a storytelling element during a Nov. 
7 Advisory Program meeting with their 
two seventh-grade classes.

The day’s theme was respect, which 
Zinman tied into the students’ earlier 
reading of Langston Hughes’ short story 
“Thank You, Ma’am.”

“Students are using the visual 
storytelling technique,”  Zinman said. 
“(It) interrelates with the advisory 
theme of ‘respect.’”

Also included on the platform for 
teachers is the film center’s Learning 
Framework. Along with the traditional 
literacy of skills of reading, writing, 
speaking and listening, the framework 
platform expands those skills to include 
viewing and creating.

Keating said the platform also 
improves what the film center can offer 
students.

“These were things we were doing 
before but we were doing them less 
consistently,” she said. “We were using 
wordpress, we were using blogger and 
we didn’t have a consolidated archive 
that could give students access for years 
to come.”

The Jacob Burns Film Center’s education platform, 
introduced in October, will help students and 
adults alike.

New Platform Takes Burns Film Center Education to Next Level
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Many aspects of becoming a new 
parent are overwhelming. Lifestyles 
change, careers may be put on hold, and 
things like house cleanliness and personal 
appearance might temporarily take a back 
seat. Deciding what your baby (or babies) 
will need and budgeting to buy it all can 
also be extremely stressful.  

Babies need a lot of stuff. Luckily, there 
is this wonderful phenomenon called 
“registering” that allows you to log what 
you need, and family and friends will 
often chip in to help you get it.  New 
parents beware, however. Registering is a 
huge business, and many stores will have 
you convinced that you must own each 
and every new gadget. Here are some 
tips from seasoned parents and registry 
experts to help you prepare for this 
daunting task.

Do your research. Talk to friends and 
family with young children about which 
products you want to buy, particularly 
big-ticket items. When you Google “the 
best” stroller for twins, for example, 
you might convince yourself you need 
a $1,500 stroller when, in fact, a $500 
one has great ratings, is safe and works 
exceptionally well. Seasoned parents can 
also tell you which items are considered a 
waste of money (e.g., many parents swear 
that wipes warmers tend to dry wipes out) 
versus which are tried and true (e.g., the 
Snotsucker aspirator).

Include stores people can 
visit. Websites like Amazon are 
fantastic for new parents and for 
registries, but it is also a good 
idea to include stores like Buy 
Buy Baby and Babies R’ Us that 
are convenient for people to 
visit. Some relatives feel more 
comfortable purchasing items 
in person, and chain stores like 
those are easily accessible to 
most people.  

Borrow and accept hand-me-
downs. Many baby items are expensive, 
take up a lot of space and are short lived, 
particularly those designed for newborns. 
Swings and bouncy chairs, for example, 
can be very helpful for a very short time, 
so consider borrowing and returning 
them, or buying them and passing 
them along to other expectant parents. 
Check safety guidelines, however, when 
borrowing cribs or car seats. Regulations 
change frequently and you want to make 
sure your child is safe.

Register for items at different price 
points. Friends and family might be 
willing to chip in, but not everyone can 
or will spend a lot of money. Don’t feel 
bad about registering for big-ticket items 
and register for plenty of smaller items, 
too. People will buy within their budget. 
Books, pacifiers and even outlet covers, 
for example, are cheap enough for people 

to buy without breaking the 
bank.

Check the store’s return 
policy and completion 
program. Some stores will 
allow you to purchase registry 
items that were not bought 
at a discount, so be sure to 
check those policies when 
contemplating where to 
register.

Don’t forget your co-
parent. Keep your co-parent 

in mind when registering, particularly 
for things he or she will use frequently 
like strollers and diaper bags. Some 
strollers have adjustable handlebars but 
some don’t, so if you and your partner 
are different heights, definitely check 
that your stroller of choice has that 
feature. Also, diaper bags will be worn as 
frequently as handbags and brief cases, so 
consider getting two to suit both of your 
tastes.    

Dr. Jaime Black is a licensed psychologist 
practicing in Westchester and New York 
City. Jaime works with high-functioning 
individuals on the autism spectrum, doing 
psychotherapy, conducting evaluations and 
facilitating various socialization groups 
including an improv social skills group. 
Visit www.spectrumservicesnyc.com, 
e-mail JaimeBlackPsyD@gmail.com or call 
914-712-8208.

Years ago, when artificial turf fields first 
began appearing not only in stadiums 
where professional teams played but at 
high school and college venues as well, 
the biggest worry was whether the surface 
was too unforgiving.

With improvements over the years, 
there are some who believe that the 
synthetic fields of today actually provide 
better cushion than natural grass for 
athletes when they hit the ground, thereby 
reducing the number of injuries.

However, a growing chorus of skeptics 
has swelled across the nation recently 
about whether some of the materials used 
in these synthetic surfaces may contain 
cancer-causing chemicals.

That concern has hit Pleasantville. A 
group called Parents Advocating Clean 
TurfGrass (PACT) formed earlier this 
year and launched a petition drive 
urging district officials to install natural 
grass or a surface that contains organic 
compounds rather than crumb rubber. 
Crumb rubber contains bits of recycled 
tires, which has a variety of compounds 
with chemicals that if recited would give 
anyone pause to send their children--or 

themselves--out to play on it.
The local movement has put the 

Pleasantville School District in a bind. 
Last spring its $3 million proposition 
that includes replacement of the playing 
surfaces at all three of the district’s schools 
was approved. The proposition detailed 
that artificial turf would be used.

No school official wants to put students 
in danger. But there has been little  
credible research done to back the claims 
or the anecdotal evidence that suggests 
crumb rubber fields cause cancer or 
other long-term health problems.

That is unfortunate. With dollars tight 
and the requirement for public entities 
like school districts and municipalities 
to accept the lowest responsible bidder 
for a job, the crumb rubber turf is usually 
the most cost-effective. Can officials 
choose a more expensive option even if 
they want to?

There have been school and municipal 
officials that have voluntarily made the 
choice not to take the chance and either 
use grass or another material. According 
to an Oct. 20 article in Forbes, officials in 
Ocean City, N.J. scrapped plans to install 

the synthetic surface in a municipal field 
and will keep natural grass until more 
research is done.

The same article cited Kennedy 
Catholic High School in Burien, Wash. 
as switching from the crumb rubber to 
a surface that contains sneaker material 
after  an NBC News segment reported 
on the potential dangers of crumb 
rubber.

So school officials in Pleasantville 
and everywhere else are left to guess 
whether certain artificial surfaces 
will have a negative long-term health 
impact. That’s an unenviable position 
to be in, and one which is unfair. But 
Pleasantville should err on the side of 
caution and not play Russian roulette 
with its students.

Meanwhile, with a reported 5,000 
crumb rubber fields now in use in the 
United States, the federal government 
needs to get moving and order a study 
to learn if so many parents’ fears are 
valid. It may take years to complete, but 
the sooner a study begins, the quicker it 
will be known whether our children are 
in danger.
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Time for the Federal Government to Study Impacts of Synthetic Turf
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By Martin Wilbur
Jackie McCarthy can thank her children 

for not only helping to provide her with a 
second career but for an outlet to fulfill her 
creative passions.

Perhaps best of all, McCarthy’s focus 
is now helping scores of families more 
effectively develop their youngsters’ 
imaginations in an era where emphasis on 
testing and assessments is leaving less time 
for children to develop those capabilities.

In 2012, McCarthy started the blog 
mommysoffice.com to help working 
women transition to being stay-at-
home moms, offering tips to make that 
adjustment and ways to bring more 
creativity into the home.

That led to the launch early last year of 
RaiseCreativeKidz, a company that helps 
guide parents to introduce fun steps to 
cultivate children’s creativity. McCarthy 
has a website, www.raisecreativekidz, and 
also speaks to groups.

This year, she self-published a book, 
“Raise Creative Thinkers: A Guide 
to Developing Children’s Creative 
Intelligence,” to spread her message to a 
wider audience.

“A lot of people think that creativity 
is about art and music and things like 
that, but to me what creativity is, it’s 
really a thought process to have (the) 
initiative to take nuggets of information 
and knowledge from different areas and 
connect them together and come up with 
something that’s unique and different,” said 
McCarthy, 46.

Her new career didn’t come immediately 
but was years in the making. When she and 
her husband, Kevin, had their third child in 
2005, McCarthy realized it was no longer 
feasible to commute to her Wall Street 
position as vice president of marketing for 
JP Morgan. 

Her oldest son, now 12, was born with 
Down syndrome and required more time 
and attention at home. The family moved 
to Chappaqua four years ago to take 
advantage of one of the best school systems 
that encourages creative intelligence, 
she said. McCarthy currently is a chair 
of the district PTA’s Special Education 
Committee.

McCarthy put her own creative spin 
on the multisensory learning lessons she 
was doing at home with her son. As her 

two younger children, now 
9 and 11, started growing 
up, she realized that all 
children were spending 
increasing amounts of time 
today in front of televisions 
and computers, and could 
benefit from better tools to 
think for themselves.

It doesn’t have to feel like 
a chore, said McCarthy. Children who can 
show greater creativity are better problem 
solvers, which leads to greater self-esteem. 
In fact, Fortune 500 companies are 
increasingly utilizing creativity counselors, 
she said.

“While the education system figures 
itself out, which hopefully it will eventually, 
we need to step up once again and say, 
even if it’s 10 minutes at the dinner table or 
while you take your kids out to a restaurant 
and you’re waiting for your food to come, 
put some tools together that they can 
sort through and ask some open-ended 
questions to get the kids to start thinking 
that way,” she said.

McCarthy’s own love of creativity was 
developed partly out of necessity and 
partly out of parental encouragement. As 
the sixth of seven children growing up 
in Norwood, Mass., she realized that she 
had to come up with imaginative ways 
to be noticed in a large family. That was 
encouraged by her father, who McCarthy 
described as a tremendously creative 
person.

The family relocated to Pound Ridge 

when McCarthy started 
high school, before going on 
to Wellesley College, where 
she was a creative writing 
and psychology dual major. 
McCarthy said she quickly 
dismissed psychology as a 
career because as a natural 
problem solver it would be 
difficult to let future patients 

try and figure problems out on their own.
After graduation, she first took a 

management training position at a 
telecommunications firm. That was soon 
followed by her role as a national sales 
manager for PIMCO Funds’ financial 
planning division, which led to her 
position at JP Morgan.

Although not schooled to work in the 
financial industry, McCarthy credits her 
creativity with helping her to find her 
niche.

“What I want to instill in my kids is that 
if you can come up with an idea, there’s no 
limit to what you can do,” she said.

McCarthy is confident that everyone has 
the capacity to be creative. Most children 
have varying degrees of natural creativity. 
While schools are grappling with having 
enough time to deal with the tougher 
standards, that leaves it up to parents to do 
more on their own.

“Part of it is starting young enough so 
it becomes part of a pattern,” she said. 
“But the other thing is, I find that kids are 
thirsty to be able to say more about what 
they’re actually thinking.”

know your
Neighbor

Jackie McCarthy, Creativity Counselor
Chappaqua
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By Martin Wilbur
Millions of people scurried to malls as 

early as last Thursday evening to start their 
holiday shopping, maybe some before 
digesting their turkey and stuffing. It is fair 
to wonder how many care about the true 
meaning of Christmas.

Grace Baptist Church in Chappaqua 
is making sure in an entertaining way 
that the holiday’s message isn’t lost on its 
congregation or the local community.

This weekend a cast of 14 of its 
parishioners will take to its makeshift stage 
in the church’s sanctuary and present an 
adaptation of a hilarious musical called 
“Let’s Try Christmas.” The play, first 
produced in 2012 at First Baptist Church 
of Alexandria in Virginia, is the hilarious 
story of a woman who is arrested and 
tried for “misrepresenting Christmas” by 
offering shoppers a respite during their 
frenzied search for holiday gifts and getting 
in the way of merchants trying to capitalize 
on the approaching holiday.

Church parishioner Jason King, a 
recent Westchester transplant and a 25-
year actor who performed in the play 
in Alexandria, is directing. King said he 
approached Pastor Larry Holland and 
the congregation’s leadership believing 
the production would be fun, provide a 
way to invite the larger community to the 
Orchard Ridge Road church and present 
a story about Christmas that people can 

identify with.
“People may not come to church on a 

Sunday,” King said. “Some people don’t 
like organized religion, but put something 
like this out there and I think that opens 
peoples’ eyes to say, ‘Hey look, there is 
a message out there that I am interested 
in knowing and the folks here at Grace 
Baptist presented it in such a way that’s 
compelling, it resonates, it’s theater, and if 
it’s theater I’ll check that out.’”

The cast, all of whom are acting 
novices except for one member, have 
been rehearsing three times a week since 
early October. Holland agreed to have a 
homemade set and stage built where he 
usually leads the congregation.

Traditional Christmas songs and some 
more contemporary holiday music will be 
interspersed between the scenes.

While Grace Baptist has had a Christmas 
program during the holiday season, there 
has been nothing as detailed as this. 
Holland said when King approached him 
with the idea, he read the script and liked 
the story. In fact, the second performance 
on Sunday morning during the regularly 
scheduled service, will be in lieu of 
Holland’s sermon.

“As we become more of a secular 
society, it’s easy for the merchants to make 
Christmas more secular and less religious, 
and I think that’s a shame,” Holland said. 
“I think we miss the whole meaning of 

Christmas.”
Martha Galphin, the one cast member 

with acting experience, is one of several 
participants who said she has enjoyed 
the experience. It also helps that she gets 
to play villainess Michelline G. Dubois, 
the merchant who presses charges against 
defendant Vikki Lincoln.

“I’m so glad I’m here because I’m 
learning a lot and it’s a lot of fun. I enjoy 
getting to know the other parishioners,” 
Galphin said. “I thought it was a charming 
play when I read it. I love the message at 

the end and I get to play the bad woman.”
King said he and the church reached out 

to the community to ask local residents of 
different faiths to audition. The community 
is invited to either Saturday’s performance 
at 8 p.m. or on Sunday during the service.

“This is a church that is interested in 
doing things differently and trying new 
things to reach people, to be a place where 
the community comes together,” he said.

Admission is free. Grace Baptist Church 
is located at 12 Orchard Ridge Rd. 

Chappaqua’s Grace Baptist Stages Play to Present Christmas Message

Sherri Lincoln (Kezia Johnson), left, pleads with her mother, Vikki Lincoln, (Heather Dunn) to enlist an 
attorney to fight their charge of  “misrepresenting Christmas” in Grace Baptist Church’s production of  
“Let’s Try Christmas,” to be performed this weekend.
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Frosty the Snowman received the 
biggest welcome home ever to Armonk 
last Saturday as crowds swamped the 
downtown throughout the afternoon to 
get a glimpse of the famous character 
and usher in the holiday season. The 
festive mood, enhanced by cold but 
bearable temperatures and a seasonal 
snow covering, featured an assortment of 
activities and entertainment, including 
music, clowns and jugglers. When it came 
time for the Frosty parade at dusk, the 
crowds were four and five deep and spilling 
onto Main Street as children sought to get 
a better look. All that fun was followed by 
the Christmas tree lighting at Wampus 
Brook Park.

Armonk Celebrates Frosty’s Return Home
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Eventually most homeowners 
get to that stage in life when, 
after they’ve raised their families 
in a large home, full of stuff and 
memories, they find they have 
more space and more things 
than they need and decide it’s 
time to downsize. It’s finally 
happened to my wife Margaret 
and me.

When we moved to 
Westchester as mere young’uns 
more than 40 years ago, I was 
absolutely delighted. Both 
compulsive collectors at the 
time (we’ve since recovered), 
we moved from a duplex in 
Brooklyn Heights of about 
1,500 square feet (I’m only guesstimating 
because in those days, who knew?) to 
a 3,900-square-foot farmhouse with a 
tremendous attic and full basement.

Our intention in buying such a big 
house, even though we had only one child, 
was to be at-home entrepreneurs, and we 
have conducted a number of businesses 
on site through the years. At the same 
time, a large home allowed us to have an 
accessory apartment for rental income and 
to indulge our passion for collecting things 
big and small.

Now the time of reckoning is here. We’re 
downsizing to only 1,780 square feet. It’s 
quite a feat of planning to literally halve 

ourselves. Margaret is good at 
that kind of thing, but I am not, 
and where I am normally the 
bossy one in our relationship, 
with this assignment at hand, 
she has morphed into the drill 
sergeant.

“Bring all the breakables to the 
dining room that we’re taking 
with us,” she orders. 

“Put in those boxes what we’re 
holding for the tag sale,” she 
commands. 

“Yes, sir!” I say, snapping 
sharply to attention, but sensing 
I’ve carried the role-play a bit too 
far.  

In a couple of days, while the 
house looked in a shambles, everything 
seemed to be taking shape for the big 
move. By mid-afternoon, the day after 
Thanksgiving, we both had to take a nap. 
Our bones and will had given out.

Having written a number of times about 
the mechanics of downsizing, I can tell you 
that the emotions that go into “letting go” of 
“stuff” can be unsettling if you don’t prepare 
yourself. I’m such a softie, I guess I wasn’t 
prepared for some of it, like finding an old 
box that I hadn’t opened since I was in 
college, originally containing gift pears from 
Florida, an envelope with the inscription in 
my mother’s handwriting: “From my son 
William’s first haircut at 2-1/2 years old.” 

Inside was a shock of auburn curls that 
perfectly match the color of my daughter’s 
hair when she was that age.

Thank goodness we have the help of 
a wonderful mover I discovered named 
Phil D’Erasmo of Advantage Movers who 
is giving us very personalized attention. 
He has personally stopped by the house 
several times to counsel me, hand deliver 
boxes and what he calls “contractor bags” 
to get rid of my tax records for shredding 
that go back to 1972.

He also brought me three different sizes 
of boxes and bubble wrap and consulted 
with us about whether we wanted to pack 
our own breakables. We decided to have 
him do that, however.

The most heart-wrenching part of our 
job was to decide what to let go of. That 
involves going through every item of 
clothing, every stick of furniture, every 
file, even every photograph taken before 
the days of digital photography. The time 
involved is almost overwhelming.  

I won some points in the romance 
department for having saved some items 
my wife didn’t know about, like the scrap 
of paper on which I jotted down her name 
and home phone number (no cells in those 
days) when I first met her, and all the love 
notes I saved when we were going together. 
“Ahhhh,” she cooed.

Funny, but having moved five times in 
our first five years of marriage, we vowed 

when we moved into this beloved house 
that “they’ll have to carry us out of here in 
a pine box before we’ll ever move again!” 

But times and circumstances change 
and it seems we’ll be moving happily to 
new wonderful digs with a concierge, 
indoor and outdoor swimming pools and 
a gorgeous gym that will allay any excuses 
for my not getting back to my long lost 34-
inch waist while being able to throw away 
that snow shovel. So what’s to complain 
about?

If there’s a move in your future, be sure 
to check in first with Phil D’Erasmo at 800-
444-0104.  

And here’s something else: Once we’re 
packed and moved, look for our ad for the 
neatest tag sale we’ll throw at the Ebenezer 
White Homestead for all the antiques and 
bric-a-brac that we’ve decided to let go of. 
It will be one humdinger of a sale! It will 
take place about mid-December.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, Inc., 
the longest running public relations agency 
in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.com), 
specializing in lifestyles, real estate and 
development. His real estate site is: www.
PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his blog is: 
www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To engage the 
services of Bill Primavera and his team to 
market your home for sale, call 914-522-
2076.
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By Gina Valentino
Kensico Dam Plaza was transformed 

last weekend into a winter wonderland-
-literally.

Westchester’s first-ever Winter 
Wonderland, a holiday-themed 
attraction featuring ice skating, a Santa 
workshop, boutique vendors, a food 
court and sleigh rides, brought out a 
large throng of residents ready to kick 
off the holiday season. 

County officials ushered in the 
event with the opening ceremony 
early Saturday evening highlighted 
by a spectacular light show featuring 
2.5 million dancing LED lights set to 
holiday music.

Presented by Westchester Medical 
Center and the Westchester County 
Department of Parks, the lighting 
ceremony attracted crowds from all 
over the county. Five-year-old Sasha 
Honig of Hartsdale came with his mom 
to enjoy the Winter Hayride, one of 
several attractions for children. 

After a year of preparing for the 
event, Joseph Stout, executive director 
of Friends of Westchester County Parks, 
said he attributed the  opening night 
crowd to the sponsorship helping to get 
the word out. 

Winter Wonderland sought to 
emulate New York City’s Rockefeller 
Center with an outdoor ice skating 

rink provided by American Skating 
Entertainment Centers (ASEC). Bridget 
Donohue, administrative assistant 
for ASEC, estimated more than 150 
children and adults laced up their skates 
to take to the ice.

Nicole and Ray Rodriguez of Armonk 
said they enjoyed the Wonderland’s 
likeness to Bryant Park’s holiday display-

-without the added hassle of traveling 
into Manhattan with their three young 
children.

Joanne Fernandez, chair of the board 
of directors for Friends of Westchester 
County Parks, called the event “the 
crown jewel in Kensico Dam.”

A must-see tent for many was the Santa 
Experience, the opportunity to meet 
with Santa in his workshop and take free 
holiday photos with him. Throughout the 
month of December, entertainment will 
include an ice sculpting demonstration, 
a DJ Night and a performance by the 
Westchester Chordsmen.

Jeannie DiPalma, of Valhalla, a 
vendor selling Italian-imported pastas, 
anticipates an  increase in visitors to 
Winter Wonderland during the coming 
weeks as word spreads about all that 
it has to offer and the calendar goes 
deeper into the holiday season. The 
county reported 2,600 ticket sales for the 
opening and 7,000 for the first weekend.

County Executive Rob Astorino, who 
was on hand for the opening ceremonies, 
urged county residents to provide 
feedback to the Parks Department so 
improvements can be made for next year.

Kensico Dam Plaza is located off 
the Bronx River Parkway in Valhalla. 
Winter Wonderland is open Wednesday 
through Sunday through Dec. 14. 
Starting Dec. 17, it is open daily through 

Sunday, Jan. 4, except for Christmas Day. 
Hours are 4 to 10 p.m. Sunday through 
Thursday and Fridays and Saturdays 
from 4 to 11 p.m. Admission is $10;  
children three years old and under get 
in for free. For more information, visit 
www.wwinterwonderland.com.

Santa met and took photos with dozens of  
children at the Santa Claus Experience tent on 
opening day of  Winter Wonderland.

A Winter Wonderland Comes to W’chester for Holiday Season

GINA VALENTINO PHOTOS
The Rising, the county’s 9/11 memorial at Kensico 
Dam Paza, was illuminated during the opening of  
Westchester’s Winter Wonderland.
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Tuesday, Dec. 2
Meet the Doctors: “Reversing Midlife 

Weight Gain--From conversations to 
Clinical Trials.” The first installment 
of a three-part lecture series hosted 
by New York Medical College. Led by 
Associate Professor of Clinical Medicine 
Dr. Harriette Mogulyears, a specialist in 
endocrinology, diabetes and metabolism. 
Mount Pleasant Public Library, 350 
Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 7 p.m. Free. 

Wednesday, Dec. 3
Zumba Fitness. Achieve long-term 

benefits while having a blast in one 
exciting hour of calorie-burning, body-
energizing, awe-inspiring movements 
meant to engage and captivate for life. For 
all fitness levels. Dance Emotions, 75 S. 
Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. Every Monday 
and Wednesday at 9 a.m. and Saturdays at 
10 a.m. Drop in or weekly discount rates 
available. Info: Contact Peggy at 914 960-
4097.

Blood Pressure Screening. Phelps 
Memorial Hospital Center’s Walkway 
Conference Room, 701 N. Broadway, 
Sleepy Hollow. 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. Free. 
Also Dec. 17. Appointments required. Info 
and appointments: 914-366-3220.

Mommy Meet Up. Whether it’s your 
first child or your fifth, this program 
is a great way to get out of the house, 
meet new friends and enjoy time with 
your baby. For newborns birth to eight 
months old and their moms. Romperee 
Indoor Playground at World Cup Nursery 
School & Kindergarten 160 Hunts Lane, 
Chappaqua, 10:15 to 11 a.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday (except holidays). Info: 914-
238-9267 ext. 20.

Senior Benefits Information Center. 
Counselors offer older adults one-on-
one counseling covering a broad range 
of topics including Medicare health and 
prescription plans, food stamps, HEAP, 
EPIC, weatherization, minor home repair 
and tax relief programs. Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 Main St., Mount 
Kisco. 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. Info: 914-231-3260.

Lil’ Cooks. A hands-on cooking class 
for children three to five years old. Mount 
Pleasant Town Hall Tower Room, 1 Town 
Hall Plaza, Valhalla. 12:30 to 2 p.m. Also 
Thursdays 10 to 11:30 a.m. and 12:30 to 2 
p.m. Info and registration: 914-742-2310, 
visit www.MtPleasantNY.com/rec or in 
person at the Mount Pleasant Recreation 
Department at 1 Lozza Drive, Valhalla.

Mind Games. A fun way for seniors to 
help stimulate their minds and improve 
cognitive functioning by playing group 
games.  Phelps Memorial Hospital 
Center’s boardroom (C-Level), 701 N. 
Broadway, Sleepy Hollow. 2 to 3:30 pm. 
Free. Registration required. Info and 
registration: 914-366-3937.

Knitting Club. Come learn to knit, or if 
you already know how, bring your current 
project and enjoy a visit with other knitters 
and crocheters. Beginners should bring 
a pair off size 8 or 10 straight knitting 
needles and skein or worsted weight yarn. 
Open to knitters and crocheters 10 years 
old and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 
100 E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 4 to 5:30 
p.m. Free. Meets every Wednesday. Info: 
914-666-8041.

Neu First Wednesdays: Vitaly 
Komar. The museum hosts an intimate 
conversation with Vitaly Komar, who has 
spent much of his career reacting to what he 
has called “the overproduction of ideology 
and its propaganda,” most notably Soviet 
Socialist Realism. Komar’s work is included 
in the current exhibition “This Leads to 
Fire: Russian Art from Nonconformism 
to Global Capitalism, Selections from the 
Kolodzei Art Foundation Collection.” 
Neuberger Museum of Art, 735 Anderson 
Hill Rd., Purchase. 4:30 p.m. Free. Info: 
914-251-6100 or visit www.neuberger.org.

Wednesday Night Bingo. Regular 
bingo tickets and specials available for sale. 
Includes coffee, tea and hot chocolate. Hot 
dogs and soda for sale. Holy Rosary School, 
180 Bradhurst Ave., Hawthorne. Doors 
open at 6 p.m. Games start at 7:20 p.m. $2 
(for one card). Extra game cards may be 
purchased for $2 or $3 each along with a 
few specialty games. Every Wednesday.

Breast, Ovarian and Gynecological 
Cancer Support Group. Northern 
Westchester Hospital at Chappaqua 
Crossing, 480 Bedford Rd., Chappaqua. 
7 p.m. Free. Meets the first Wednesday of 
every month. Registration required. Info 
and registration: 914-962-6402 or 800-
532-4290.

KenKen Workshop. KenKen has 
become the puzzle addiction of choice 
for millions worldwide. Featured daily 
in The New York Times, this grid-
based numerical puzzle uses basic math 
operations—addition, subtraction, 
multiplication and division—in a way 
that’s both challenging and fun. Leave with 
a stack of puzzles and the know-how you 
need to enjoy them. Led by Steven Cownie. 
Chappaqua Public Library, 195 S. Greeley 
Ave., Chappaqua. 7 p.m. Free. Registration 
required. Registration: Visit  http://bit.
ly/11sX1FJ.

Thursday, Dec. 4
Musical Munchkins. Early childhood 

mommy-n-me music, age specific classes 
for  babies and one- to four-year-olds. Take 
a free class. Emanuel Lutheran Church, 197 
Manville Rd., Pleasantville. Check website 
or call for details. Info: 914-771-7000 or 
visit www.musicalmunchkins.com.

Pleasantville Garden Club Annual 
Wreath Decorating and Holiday Lunch. 
The large six-foot wreaths will be decorated 

with all natural winter greens and berries 
and bright red ribbons, will adorn the 
gazebo in Pleasantville’s Memorial Plaza 
throughout the holidays. The luncheon is 
comprised of favorite recipes all  home-
made by the club’s members. Pleasantville 
Presbyterian Church, 400 Bedford Rd, 
Pleasantville. 9:15 a.m. to noon. Info: Visit 
www.pleasantvillegardenclub.org.

Let Your Yoga Dance Classes. The 
popular Kripalu noon dance class is now 
in Chappaqua! Combines easy dance, 
gentle yoga and great music. Come join 
this noncompetitive, heart pumping and 
joyful experience. Drop-ins welcome. 
Dance Emotions, 75 S. Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua.10 a.m. $20 per 75-minute 
class. Every Tuesday and Thursday. Info: 
914-238-8974 or email claudiayogadance@
gmail.com.

Bereavement Support Group. For 
adults struggling with the loss of a loved 
one. Led by bereavement coordinator Bess 
Steiger. Phelps Memorial Hospital Center’s 
James House, 701 N. Broadway, Sleepy 
Hollow. 2 to 3:30 p.m. Suggested donation: 
$10. Also Dec. 18. Info: 914-366-3325.

Buddin’ Cooks. A hands-on cooking 
class for children in grades K-2. Mount 
Pleasant Town Hall Tower Room, 1 Town 
Hall Plaza, Valhalla. 4 to 5:30 p.m. Info 
and registration: 914-742-2310, visit www.
MtPleasantNY.com/rec or register in 
person at the Mount Pleasant Recreation 
Department, 1 Lozza Drive, Valhalla.

Christmas Tree Sale. The North White 
Plains Fire Company No. 1 will once again 
be selling Christmas trees this year to help 
raise funds for the company. North White 
Plains Fire Company No. 1 firehouse, 
(621 N. Broadway, North White Plains  
4 to  8 p.m. Continues Thursdays and 
Fridays from 4 to 8 p.m. and Saturdays 
and Sundays from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. through 
Dec. 20 (or until sold out). Info: 914-949-
3575 or e-mail ncsfd1@optonline.net.

Great Books Forum Series. “Oryx 
and Crake” by Margaret Atwood will be 
discussed. Led by Professor Ricky Werner. 
Discussions focus on issues of context 
and interpretation. Sponsored by the 
Westchester Community College’s English 
Department. Westchester Community 
College, 75 Grasslands Rd., Valhalla. 6 to 
8:30 p.m. Free. Info: Contact Professor 
James Werner at 914-606-6840 or e-mail 
james.werner@sunywcc.edu.

“Inequality for All.” The Ossining 
Documentary & Discussion Series presents 
a screening of this film from former U.S. 
Secretary of Labor Robert Reich, which 
offers a humorous and enlightening 
expose on America’s widening income gap. 
Followed by a panel discussion. Ossining 
Public Library’s Budarz Theatre, 53 Croton 
Ave., Ossining. 6:30 p.m. Free. Info: Visit 
www.ossiningdocumentaries.org.

David Benoit’s Christmas Tribute to 

Charlie Brown Featuring Local Youth 
Choir. “A Charlie Brown Christmas” is a 
tradition enjoyed around the world by fans 
of all ages. Now, 50 years later, contemporary 
jazz piano legend David Benoit is 
paying tribute to this incredible piece of 
entertainment history. This inspirational 
tribute concert will be performed with an 
all-star choir of local youth. Paramount 
Theatre Hudson Valley, 1008 Brown St., 
Peekskill. 7 p.m. $34, $39 and $49. Info 
and tickets: 914-739-0039 ext. 2, visit www.
paramounthudsonvalley.com or e-mail 
boxoffice@paramounthudsonvalley.com.

Wine and Wolves. Join Ambassador 
wolf Atka and the Wolf Conservation 
Center family to toast to 14 years of success 
in the center’s mission of education and 
conservation at a festive holiday party. 
Dozens of the area’s finest restaurants, 
liquor stores and merchants will supply 
wonderful food, wine and holiday gifts 
for auction via silent bid. Music will be 
provided. Waccabuc Country Club’s 
Carriage House, (90 Mead St., Waccabuc. 
7 p.m. $100. Pre-registration required. Info 
and pre-registration: Visit www.nywolf.
org.

Zumba Fitness Class. Addie-Tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza (lower level), Pleasantville. 7 to 8 
p.m. $15 a class. $29 for four classes. $55 
for eight classes. Meets every Thursday. 
Also Saturdays from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. Info: 
917-215-1720, e-mail AddietudeDance@
gmail.com or visit www.Addie-tude.com. 

Friday, Dec. 5
Zumba Gold. Try this low-impact 

approach to Zumba for the older active 
adult and baby boomer with the same 
sassy, sweaty, fun-filled cardio workout in 
an easy learning environment. Ongoing 
classes; drop-ins welcome. Addie-tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza, Pleasantville. 11 a.m. to noon. $12. 
Four- and eight-week cards available. 
Meets every Friday. Info: 914-747-0808 or 
email instructor at olin.amyj@gmail.com.

Magic: The Gathering With Lucas. 
Drop-in and play. Beginners and 
experienced players welcome. For 
students in grades 7-12. Chappaqua Public 
Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 
3:30 to 4:30 p.m. Free. Fridays through 
Dec. 19. Info: 914-238-4779 or www.
chappaqualibrary.org.

Tea Party. Drop in for the Teen Zone’s 
annual afternoon tea complete with scones. 
For students in grades 7-12. Chappaqua 
Public Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua. 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. Free. Info: 
914-238-4779 or www.chappaqualibrary.
org.

Junior Cooks. A hands-on cooking 
class for children in grades 3-5. Mount 
Pleasant Town Hall Tower Room, 1 Town 

continued on page 22

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Martin Wilbur at mwilbur@theexaminernews.com.com.
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The holiday 
season is in full 
swing. Celebratory 
gatherings, family 
dinners, gift-
giving all create 
a joyful, sharing 
environment that 
typically beckons 
us to splurge a bit 
– on others and 

on ourselves. A few more calories are 
consumed, a few more favorite stories are 
shared and a few more glasses of wine are 
(responsibly) imbibed.

Whether to impress business associates 
or friends, whether on the receiving 
or giving end of a celebratory dinner 
wine, consumers tend to spend more 
on individual bottles of wine during the 
holiday season. 

So the natural question that comes to 
mind for many consumers who splurge 
on fine wines for special occasions: should 
my wine breathe?

My general response is given in the 
form of an if/then algorithm. If it’s young 
(three years or less) and low to moderately 
priced (under $25), consume it from the 
bottle. If it’s older and higher priced, 
decant it.

The principle behind decanting is 
simple. In the months or years of being 
confined in the bottle, wine continually 

evolves as a living, breathing organism. 
A simple red wine with low tannins tends 
not to evolve significantly. A complex 
bottle containing varying levels of fruit, 
tannins, acid and alcohol will require 
a longer period of time to mature. In 
order to speed the aging process along, 
enabling a consumer to enjoy a complex 
wine sooner, decanting is recommended, 
as it increases the amount of surface area 
exposed to air.

In an age where we increasingly seek 
instant gratification, aging a bottle of wine 
for years, even decades, is unacceptable. 
Decanting is considered an acceptable, 
even desirable, practice.

I remember anxiously 
purchasing my first 
decanter many years 
ago and my initial 
disappointment. I had 
received a bottle of 
expensive 20-year-old 
French Bordeaux as a 
dinner gift. Anxious to 
share this still maturing wine with our 
guests, I assiduously poured the contents 
into my virgin decanter three hours 
before they arrived. 

To my chagrin, the wine’s still maturing 
aromas and taste were unchanged when 
I poured it. Dejected, I switched wines 

after pouring approximately half of the 
decanter contents. 

The next evening, I retrieved the 
banished half-empty decanter and was 
about to pour the contents down the 
kitchen drain, but hesitated. Compelled by 
some transcendent force, I decided to try 
one last sniff and taste of the wine. Much 
to my surprise the wine had transformed 
overnight. It displayed a kaleidoscope 
of fragrances and a cornucopia of rich 
flavors. My wine palate was forever 
changed; built-to-last wines can provide 
once-in-a-lifetime experiences.   

However, if traditional decanting seems 
unduly time-consuming, fear not. For lo 

and behold, 21st century 
science has come to 
the rescue with several 
devices. Here are two:

1. A wine aerator. The 
aeration principle was 
developed by Daniel 
Bernoulli in 1738. I 
sourced the Princeton 

University website for an explanation. 
Simply stated, as the speed of a moving 
fluid (liquid or gas) increases, the pressure 
within the fluid decreases, permitting the 
infusion of air over a short period of time.  

A few years ago I discovered an instant 
hand-held aeration device (the Vinturi, 

available at Wine Enthusiast in Mount 
Kisco), which enables wine to breathe 
as it is being poured. I have tested this 
aerator several hundred times and it has 
never failed to enhance the wine at hand.

2. A blender. Is there a greater possible 
enhancement than a Vinturi device? The 
answer comes from several sources and 
has been dubbed hyperdecanting. Simply 
pour a bottle of wine into your household 
blender, press the high-speed button for 
30 to 60 seconds and your wine is fully 
aerated, ready to enjoy. 

I can intellectualize the theory: the 
faster and more massive the introduction 
of oxygen, the more “open” a wine 
becomes. However, I find it difficult to 
rationalize a glass of red wine topped with 
a purple head of foam. 

If you feel the need to aerate that 
special wine, you have several choices. 
Whichever you choose, be you a Boomer 
or a Millennial, your quest for euphoria 
is at hand.

Nick Antonaccio is a 35- year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years 
he has conducted wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

Suggestions on Aiding and Abetting the Wine Bottle Genie

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

‘the science of aerating a fine wine’

 

It’s all about you.

In this season of sharing joy with family, friends, and 

neighbors, we’d like to encourage you to support your 

local businesses. Watch our “Shop Dine Expore – Enjoy 

Pleasantville” special on PCTV and pctv76.org for ideas. 

And as always, thank you for supporting PCTV.  

THINK 
LOCAL
SHOP 
LOCAL

 Experience = Success 

Sharon 
Tompkins 
Foley 
914-769-2222 
914-649-1157
(Cell) 370 Manville Road, Pleasantville

This is the formula needed if you are looking to sell or buy your home. 
As a lifelong resident of Pleasantville with more than ten years experience in 
Real Estate as a top producer, I will be happy to answer all your questions. 
Please Contact Sharon Tompkins Foley, Century 21 Haviland 

 And remember - my time is your time. 
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Hall Plaza, Valhalla. 4 to 5:30 p.m. Info 
and registration: 914-742-2310 or visit 
www.MtPleasantNY.com/rec or register in 
person at the Mount Pleasant Recreation 
Department, 1 Lozza Drive, Valhalla.

Mount Kisco Annual Holiday Tree 
Lighting Ceremony. The Mount Kisco 
Chamber of Commerce will hold this event 
followed by refreshments at the American 
Legion Hall. Mount Kisco Village Hall, 
104 E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 6 p.m. Free. 
Info: 914-666-7525 or e-mail director@
mtkiscochamber.com.

Full Moon Wolf Walk. Celebrate 
the December full moon with the 
Wolf Conservation Center’s 20 moon-
loving wolves. While enjoying nature’s 
summertime chatter by the outdoor fire 
pit, guests will enjoy wine and cheese and 
the symphony of howls from the wolves 
while learning about their history in the 
United States, the importance of wolves 
in a healthy ecosystem and the efforts 
to save these magnificent creatures for 
future generations. Please bring flashlights. 
For adults 21 years old and up. Wolf 
Conservation Center, South Salem. 6:30 
p.m. $25. Pre-registration required. Info 
and pre-registration: Visit www.nywolf.
org.

Westchester All-Stars Christmas for 
Wounded Veterans Concert. Come 
for this third annual concert to kick off 
your family’s Christmas season while 
supporting this great cause. Paramount 
Theatre Hudson Valley, 1008 Brown St., 
Peekskill. 7:30 p.m. $39, $54 and $104. Info 
and tickets: 914-739-0039 ext. 2, visit www.
paramounthudsonvalley.com or e-mail 
boxoffice@paramounthudsonvalley.com. 
For an up-to-date listing of artists, visit 
www.allstarschristmas.com. 

“A Viennese Christmas.” The 
Hollywood Concert Orchestra will present 
its winter seasonal favorite, a crowd pleaser 
that includes holiday favorites selected 
from classical and popular repertoires. 
This amazing orchestra, an ensemble of 
some of America’s finest musicians, will set 
the mood for holiday joy and good cheer. 
Feel free to dress for the season in red or 
green. Westchester Community College’s 
Academic Arts Theatre, 75 Grasslands Rd., 
Valhalla. 8 p.m. $24. Seniors and students: 
$22. Children (under 13): $18. Info 
and tickets: 914-606-6262 or visit www.
sunywcc.edu/SmartArts. Tickets may also 
be purchased at the box office prior to the 
show.

Saturday, Dec. 6
Chappaqua Farmers Market. 

Chappaqua train station, Chappaqua. 8:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Also Dec. 13. Info: Visit 
www.chappaquafarmersmarket.org.

Pleasantville Farmers Market. The 
market moves indoors featuring vendors 
with winter-grown produce along with 

a variety of meats, cheeses, breads and 
prepared foods. Pleasantville Middle 
School, 40 Romer Ave., Pleasantville. 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Info: Visit www.
pleasantvillefarmersmarket.com.

Mount Kisco Farmers Market Opening 
Day. Don Lowe is back to entertain while 
you shop for coffee, produce, pasta, soaps 
and more. St. Mark’s Church, 85 Main 
St., Mount Kisco. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Info: 
Visit our Facebook page at https://www.
facebook.com/MtKiscoFarmersMarket.

Church Christmas Fair. Crafts and 
handmade items, baked goods, gifts, 
holiday wreaths and more. Presbyterian 
Church of Mount Kisco, 605 Millwood Rd. 
(Route 133), Mount Kisco. 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Info: 914-666-7001.

Breakfast With Santa and Holiday 
Vendor Showcase. All Saints’ Church 
will hold Breakfast with Santa and sales 
of holiday items.. All Saints’ Church, 
201 Scarborough Rd., Briarcliff Manor. 
Breakfast seatings are 9 to 10 a.m., 10 to 
11 a.m. and 11 a.m. to noon. Holiday sales 
will be from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. $10 (includes 
breakfast, a photo and craft-making). 
Breakfast reservations required. Info and 
reservations: 914-941-6955. For further 
info, visit www.allsaintsbriarcliff.org or the 
church’s Facebook page.

Holiday Crafts Bazaar. The annual 
holiday bazaar showcases local artists and 
crafters and features various creative items 
including jewelry, paintings, knitted items, 
photography and holiday gifts. Clinton 
Street Center, 1A Clinton St., Pleasantville. 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Free admission. Info: 914-
769-2021.

All Saints Church’s Annual Christmas 
Tree Sale. A large selection of Fraser and 
Douglas firs in all sizes at competitive 
prices, along with 16-inch wreaths will 
be available. All proceeds will benefit 
church ministries. All Saints Church, 201 
Scarborough Rd. (at Old Briarcliff Road), 
Briarcliff Manor. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Also 
Dec. 13, and 20 from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and 
Dec. 7, 14 and 21 from 12 to 6 p.m. Info: 
Visit www.allsaintsbriarcliff.org or see us 
on Facebook.

Christmas Tree and Wreath Sale. 
Fresh Balsam trees and wreaths from 
New Hampshire. Trees from six to 10 feet 
starting at $50. Shop local and support 
the First Congregational Church. First 
Congregational Church, 210 Orchard 
Ridge Rd., Chappaqua. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Also Dec. 13 and 20 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
and Dec. 7, 14 and 21 from 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Info: 914-238-4411.

Train: Your Ticket to the Great 
Outdoors. A display of model trains 
presented by the Yonkers Model Railroad 
Club. This marks the 10th consecutive year 
of this exhibit that is designed for train 
lovers of all ages. Featuring a special 12- by 
18-foot display of HO gauge model trains 
traveling through countryside scenes of 

natural beauty, modeled on the terrain 
of upstate New York and New England. 
Includes admission to all manor house 
exhibits. Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 
Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 10 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. Adults: $10. Seniors: $9. Children (2 
to 12 years old): $8. Also Dec. 7, 13, 14, 20 
and 21. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Gan Shabbat. A monthly program of 
children’s Sabbath services for nursery 
school-age students and their families 
featuring an interactive introduction to 
Shabbat songs, stories and prayers. A kid-
friendly Kiddush of refreshments follows 
each service. Bet Torah, 60 Smith Ave., 
Mount Kisco. 10:30 a.m. Free. Info: 914-
666-7595.

Wolves of North America. Learn about 
the mythology, biology and ecology of 
wolf families and discover why this time of 
year is special for packs in North America. 
Guests will visit ambassador wolves Atka, 
Alawa and Zephyr and will meet almost 
eight-month-old ambassador pup Nikai. 
Wolf Conservation Center, South Salem. 
11 a.m. Adults: $13. Children (under 12): 
$11. Also Dec. 7, 13, 14, 20, 26, 28 and 31 
at 11 a.m. Dec. 7, 14, 20 and 27 at 2 p.m. 
and Dec. 29 at noon. Pre-registration 
required. Info and pre-registration: Visit 
www.nywolf.org.

Full Moon Holiday Wolf Walk. 
Celebrate the final full moon of 2013 
with wolves. While keeping warm by the 
outdoor fire pit, guests will enjoy warm 
drinks, sugary treats and the symphony 
of howls from the dozens of wolves that 
call the Wolf Conservation Center home. 
Learn about the history of wolves in the 
United States, the importance of them 
in a healthy ecosystem and the efforts to 
save these magnificent creatures for future 
generations. (Program will be cancelled 
in the event of rain.) Wolf Conservation 
Center, South Salem.5 p.m. $20. Pre-
registration required. Info and pre-
registration: Visit www.nywolf.org. 

“A Gift of Art” Opening Reception. 
Original, one-of-a-kind fine art in a variety 
of media including paintings, photographs 
of local interest, sculpture, handmade 
jewelry, ceramics and wearable art.  
Affordable and unique gifts for everyone 
on your list can be found. Mamaroneck 
Artists Guild, 26 Larchmont Ave., 
Larchmont. 5 to 7 p.m. Free admission. 
Continues daily through Dec. 24 from 12 
to 5 p.m. Info: 914-834-1117 or visit www.
mamaroneckartsistsguild.org.

Community Sing and Tree Lighting. 
The Chappaqua Orchestra will kick off 
this annual event featuring Broadway 
star Jeanne Lehman in a musical setting 
of “Twas the Night Before Christmas,” 
along with traditional holiday favorites in 
this community sing-along. Followed by 
the New Castle Historical Society’s tree 
lighting at the Horace Greeley House at 

100 King St. Robert E. Bell Middle School, 
50 Senter St., Chappaqua. 3:30 p.m. Free. 
Info: Visit www.chappaquaorchestra.org.

“A Christmas Carol.” Master storyteller 
Jonathan Kruk brings to life the classic 
Charles Dickens story of Ebenezer Scrooge 
and the ghosts of Christmas Past, Present 
and Future with musical accompaniment. 
Includes complementary admission to A 
Holiday Open House, across the street at 
Philipsburg Manor. Old Dutch Church of 
Sleepy Hollow, 430 N. Broadway (Route 9), 
Sleepy Hollow. 3:30 p.m., 4:45 p.m. and 6 
p.m. Adults: $24. Children (under 18): $20. 
Historic Hudson Valley members receive a 
$5 per ticket discount. Also Dec. 7, 13, 14, 
20 and 21. Info and tickets: 914-366-6900 
or visit www.hudsonvalley.org.

“Let’s Try Christmas.” Come see how 
an innocent act of kindness turns into a 
mountain of trouble for two unsuspecting 
angels of mercy. Join the cast and choir in 
this courtroom drama/comedy featuring 
contemporary and traditional Christmas 
music. The entire family is sure to enjoy 
this inspiring story and presentation. 
Grace Baptist Church, 12 Orchard Ridge 
Rd., Chappaqua. 7 p.m. Free. (Seating 
first come first-served.) Info: Visit www.
gbcwpny.org or e-mail pastorholland@
gmail.com.

“A Midsummer Night’s Dream.” The 
Armonk Players presents this Shakespeare 
comedy, directed by Christine DiTota, is 
replete with confused lovers, mischievous 
fairies, eager to please mechanicals and a 
changeling, one of his most popular and 
widely-performed plays. Whippoorwill 
Hall, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 8 
p.m. Adults: $20. Students: (18 and under): 
$10. Also Dec. 7 at 4 p.m., Dec. 11, 12 and 
13 at 8 p.m. and Dec. 14 at 2 p.m. Info and 
tickets: Visit www.armonkplayers.org.

Handel’s “Messiah.” The Taghkanic 
Chorale will perform Handel’s most 
celebrated oratorio with soloists, oboists, 
trumpets, timpani and strings under the 
direction of maestro Steven Fox. The 
audience is invited to join chorale members 
for a reception after the concert. Valhalla 
Methodist Church, 200 Columbus Ave., 
Valhalla. 8 p.m. $25. Seniors: $23. Students: 
$12. Children under 12 accompanied by 
an adult are free. Info and tickets: 914-737-
6707 or visit www.taghkanicchorale.org.

Sunday, Dec. 7
Teaching Trails: A Community Path 

for Environmental Education. Join 
guided trail experience through the 
woodland forest. Discover who left that 
track, which tree makes the best animal 
home or which plant makes its own 
heat to help melt through the late winter 
ice. Program runs about 30 minutes. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 11:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Sunday. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.    

continued from page 20
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Romanian Film Festival Returns This Week to Jacob Burns
By Neal Rentz

The fall of the Berlin Wall 25 years ago 
was a seminal event with ramifications 
beyond the former East Germany.

A political earthquake also occurred in 
another Soviet block country, Romania, 
with the uprising that resulted in the 
overthrow of Nicolae Ceausescu. 

The disintegration of communism is a 
common thread among the films featured 
in the second annual “Making Waves: 
New Romanian Cinema” that opens 
Thursday evening and runs through Dec. 
10 at the Jacob Burns Film Festival in 
Pleasantville. This year’s series, which is 
being co-presented by the Romanian Film 
Institute, features six recently released 
Romanian films.

The Romanian Film Institute was 
founded in 2012 by Corina Suteu, Mihai 
Chirilov and Oana Radu. Chirilov is 
serving as the programmer for this year’s 
festival at the Burns.

Chirilov said the series title is “sort 
of a reference to the Romanian new 
wave,” the term coined a decade ago to 
describe several acclaimed films made by 
Romanian directors.

Though communism died a quarter 
century ago in Romania, it is still a favored 
topic among that nation’s filmmakers, 
including those whose works are being 
presented this year at the festival. 
Communism was a way of life for at least 

a couple of generations in Eastern Europe 
for about 45 years, he said.

“I’m an Old Communist Hag,” directed 
by Stere Gulea and scheduled for a Dec. 
8 screening, features a leading character 
who feels nostalgic about communism, 
Chirilov said.

The opening night feature, “The 
Japanese Dog,” directed by Tudor Cristian 
Jurgiu, is described as an understated 
drama about family reunification. 

According to Chirilov, the film’s lead 
character, portrayed by Romania’s greatest 
actor, Victor Rebengiuc, is a story of a 
widower who has lost his possessions in 
a flood while dealing with the unexpected 
return of his son from Japan.

“Viktoria,” directed by Maya Vitkova, 
is the closing night feature and Chirilov’s 
favorite film in the series. The film is a tale 
about a girl named Viktoria who become 
a major celebrity in Bulgaria after she is 

born without a bellybutton. But a decade 
later Viktoria’s life changes with the fall of 
communism in eastern Europe.

“There’s not a better film in the whole 
program. It’s an epic story,” said Chirilov, 
who is living in Pleasantville through the 
end of this month before he returns to his 
native country where he will help organize 
the annual Transilvania International 
Film Festival. 

The Jacob Burns Film Center is located 
at 364 Manville Rd. in Pleasantville. For 
more information, including ticket prices 
and the full schedule, call 914-747-5555 
or visit www.burnsfilmcenter.org.

 JACOB BURNS FILM CENTER PHOTO
“The Japanese Dog,” starring Victor Rebengiuc, is the opening night feature in the second annual 
festival “Making Waves: New Romanian Cinema” scheduled for Dec. 5-10 at the Jacob Burns Film Center 
in Pleasantville. 
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Keep winter where it belongs—
outside. 
Work with a participating Home Performance with ENERGY STAR® 
contractor to learn how you can lower your energy bills and stay warm.

They will conduct a home energy assessment to show you where your home is wasting energy 
and what you can do to fix it. The assessment is free for most New York State residents.

Don’t wait. Call one of the participating contractors listed below today.

Healthy Home Energy  
& Consulting, Inc. 
914-242-9733

Tri-State Energy 
Solutions, Inc. 
914-458-2790

BK Solutions LLC 
914-564-9900

Bruni & Campisi 
Energy & Conservation 
Services, LLC 
914-946-5558
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For more information on home energy 
assessments, visit  
nyserda.ny.gov/affordable-winter

Select Books
Distinctive Cards

Journals

...and more!

Bookmarks

Special Orders

Gift Certificates

Free Gift Wrapping

Unique Gifts

Book Group Discounts

School Orders

Cookbooks

Agate Book Ends

Children’s Books

Reference Books

Out-of-Print Searches

The Village
�

Bookstore

Ten Washington Ave.

Pleasantville, NY

Across from the Burns Film Center

914.769.8322

staff@pleasantvillebooks.com
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ExaminEr mEdia Classifieds 120214

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm for 

the next week’s publication

adoption
A childless young married couple (she-
30/he-37) seeks to adopt. Will be hands-
on mom/devoted dad.Financial security. 
Expenses paid. Call/text. Mary & Adam. 
1-800-790-5260.

auto donations
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Condos For salE
CENTRAL FLORIDA Direct Water-
front Condo at below builder cost! Was 
$560,000, Now $169,900. 3 bedroom, 
turnkey, close to major cities. Visit online 
fllakefrontcondos.com

HElp WantEd
AIRLINE CAREERS begin here Get FAA 
approved Aviation Maintenance Techni-
cian training. Financial aid for qualified 
students Housing available. Job place-
ment assistance. Call AIM 866-296-7093

HomE improvEmEnt
HAS YOUR BUILDING SHIFTED OR 

SETTLED? Contact Woodford Broth-
ers Inc, for straightening, leveling, 
foundation and wood frame repairs at 
1-800-OLD-BARN. www.woodfordbros.
com. "Not applicable in Queens county"

in HomE pEt sittinG
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Catering to 
the most discerning dog owners in West-
chester. Our home will be their home. 24/7 
one on one love. Boarding, daycare, walks 
& transportation services available. Book 
a reservation at info@pleasantpawsinn.
com or 914-773-2020 or 914-906-8414. 
9 Hobby St., Pleasantville.

land For salE
CATSKILL MTN SHORT SALE! 108 
acres - $189,900 Mtn views, new well, 
fields, woods, subdividable!Town rd, 
utils! $200K under market! Fin avail! 888-
479-3394 Newyorklandandlakes.com

LENDER ORDERED SALE! 10 acres - 
$29,900 Trout stream, woods, apple trees, 
town rd, utils, EZ terms! Priced $30K 
below market! 888-905-8847 or newyor-
klandandlakes.com

misCEllanEous
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- 
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own 
bandmill- Cut lumber any dimension. 
In stock ready to ship. FREE Info/DVD: 

www.NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-
1363 Ext.300N

out oF statE rEal EstatE
Sebastian, Florida Beautiful 55+ manu-
factured home community. 4.4 miles to 
the beach, Close toriverfront district. 
New models from $99,000.  772-581-
0080, www.beach-cove.com

rEal EstatE
Discover Delaware's Resort Living 
Without Resort Pricing! Milder winters 
& low taxes! Gated Community with 
amazing amenities! New Homes $80's. 
Brochures available- 1-866-629-0770 or 
www.coolbranch.com

WantEd
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT
914-654-1683 

CASH for Coins! Buying Gold & Silver. 
Also Stamps & Paper Money, Comics, 
Entire Collections, Estates.Travel to your 
home. Call Marc in NJ: 1-800-488-4175

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR

IF YOU USED THE 
BLOOD THINNER XARELTO

and suffered internal bleeding, hemorrhaging, 
required hospitalization or a loved one died while 
taking Xarelto between 2011 and the present time, 

you may be entitled to compensation. 
Call Attorney Charles H. Johnson 1-800-535-5727

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878
or e-mail classifieds

@theexaminernews.com
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By Jerry Eimbinder
A new eatery with the unusual name of 

Wolfert’s Roost has opened in the space 
previously occupied by the Cupcake 
Kitchen in Irvington. 

The menu includes a 28-day dry-
aged, bone-in rib-eye steak weighing 38 
ounces and priced at $129; it called the 
Tomahawk steak because it looks like a 
tomahawk. 

“It comes with two sides, roasted garlic, 
a few herbs and a quick drizzle of olive oil 
and, oh yeah, one last thing, if you ask for 
anything more than medium, you can’t 
have it,” said chef/owner Eric Korn.

The comfort-food menu developed by 
Korn and Chef Jennie Werts has medium 
plates such as a spaghetti and pork-ragu 
torta ($15) and large plates capable of 
feeding two that include an over-sized 
burger and fries ($16) and potato-less 
gnocchi ($18). Also offered are a $65 
tasting menu and a large bowl of spicy 
mussels with coconut and pickled chilies 
($22).

Fried chicken costs $18 and up, and a 
variety of salads are offered at $10 and up. 

Korn is the founder of Irvington’s 
Good-Life Gourmet, a boutique-event 
caterer a few doors away. Werts was 
formerly a sous chef at Tom Valenti’s 
Quest on Manhattan’s Upper East Side.  

The restaurant is open only for dinner 
at this time and not open yet on Sunday. 

Lunch and weekend brunch service is 
planned.

The restaurant’s name was inspired 
by Wolfert Ecker, a Dutch colonial 
government tax collector. His home and 
estate was bought by author Washington 
Irving and its name, “Wolfert’s Roost,” 
would become the title of one of Irving’s 
short stories. 

A prominent place in American history 
would later be gained by the property, 
located in Tarrytown near the Hudson 
River. Irving renamed it “Sunnyside,” 
and after many years had passed, it 
would become a world-famous tourism 
destination operated by Historic Hudson 
Valley.

Reservations are not accepted. Wolfert’s 
Roost is located at 100 Main St. in 
Irvington. For more information, call 914-
478-8080 or visit www.wolfertsroostirv.
com.

 Here is some other food-related news 
going on in the area.
Croton-on-Hudson

Memphis Mae’s BBQ Bistro will continue 
its beer/dinner series on Dec. 15 with beer 
from the Southern Tier Brewing Company 
of Lakewood, N.Y. Five courses and five 
drafts are planned at $55 per person, plus 
tax and gratuity. 137 S. Riverside Ave. 
www.memphis-maes.com, 914-271-0125.
 Elmsford

Singer/songwriter Louis Vanaria, a 

Larchmont resident, will perform at Rini’s 
Restaurant on Dec. 5 with the Tony J Jazz 
Masters Trio at 7:30 p.m. Vanaria, also a 
veteran actor, appeared as the Philadelphia 
bootlegger executed by Jimmy Darmody 
in HBO’s “Boardwalk Empire” and as 
Crazy Mario in Robert De Niro’s film “A 
Bronx Tale.” No cover charge. 12 W. Main 
St. www.rinistorante.com, 914-592-6799.
Hastings-on-Hudson

Gabrielle Hamilton, chef/owner at 
Manhattan’s restaurant Prune, will talk on 
Dec. 3 about her new book “Prune,” a 320-
page cookbook released by Random House 
on Nov. 4. Hamilton is also the author of 
“Blood, Bones & Butter: The Inadvertent 
Education of a Reluctant Chef,” published 
in 2012. Her talk is one of three book 
readings that follow a $25 buffet Indian 
dinner, from 6 to 7:30 p.m. at Riverview, 1 
Warburton Ave. To reserve a seat, contact 

DeLauné Michel’s Spoken Interludes by 
e-mail at rsvp@spokeninterludes.com.  
Irvington

The Black Cat Café has new artwork 
by Danish artist Janus Tyrpak adorning 
its walls and available for purchase. “Two 
of the paintings are paraphrases of Goya,” 
said Kirsten Wildfang, a founder of Nordic 
Artwork, the firm that loaned the paintings 
to the coffee shop. 

Born in Muszyna, Poland, Tyrpak has 
lived in Denmark since 1990; his work has 
been exhibited in 32 countries. Celebrating 
its seventh anniversary next week, the 
Black Cat Café is open for breakfast and 
lunch seven days a week. Cash only. 45 
Main St. www.blackcatchef.com, 914-231-
9060. 
Tarrytown

Equus at the Castle Hotel & Spa offers 
a four-course, tasting menu on Christmas 
Day at $89 per person, plus tax and 
gratuity. Pairing with three wines adds $36 
per person. Choices include scallops and 
truffle Mille-Feuille, lobster and squash 
ravioli, monkfish, Washugyu sirloin with 
braised oxtail, New Zealand venison and 
more. 

One-night accommodation packages 
include a deluxe room, breakfast for 
two and Christmas Day dinner for two; 
pricing starts at $615 per couple, plus 
tax and gratuity. 400 Benedict Ave. www.
castlehotelandspa.com, 914-631-1980.

Experience a 38-oz. Tomahawk Steak at Irvington’s Wolfert’s Roost 

The Tomahawk steak is the signature dish at 
Wolfert’s Roost, a new restaurant in Irvington.

Providing the Highest Quality Medical Care  
For You and Your Family Throughout  

Westchester, Putnam and Dutchess County

MOUNT KISCO CAMPUS:
90 & 110 South Bedford Road  n  34 South Bedford Road 
Mount Kisco, NY 10549-3412
MAIN: 914 n241n1050   
PEDIATRICS: 914 n242 n1580

www.mkmg.com

BRIARCLIFF MANOR:
INTERNAL MEDICINE:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-940-2500
PEDIATRICS:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-941-2129

CARMEL: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-278-7000

CORTLANDT MANOR:
GENERAL SURGERY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-739-2315
OB/GYN  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-739-1697

CROTON ON HUDSON:
INTERNAL MEDICINE / UROLOGY:  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-271-8700

FISHKILL:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-765-4990

HUDSON VALLEY HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:
ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-739-2121
UROLOGY .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-737-8675

JEFFERSON VALLEY:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-245-7700

KATONAH: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .KATONAH: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .KATONAH:  . 914-232-3135

MAHOPAC:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-248-5556

NORTHERN WESTCHESTER HOSPITAL OFFICE:
CANCER TREATMENT & WELLNESS CENTER 
914-242-2991

OSSINING:
INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-762-4141
ALLERGY / IMMUNOLOGY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-468-2590

PATTERSON:
INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-278-6625
PEDIATRICS  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-279-2323

PAWLING:
DERMATOLOGY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-855-5536
PODIATRY .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-855-1853

PEEKSKILL:
GASTROENTEROLOGY / INTERNAL MEDICINE
914-739-4800

POUGHKEEPSIE: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-471-3111

PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:  .PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:  .PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE: 845-279-2000

RYE:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-967-5539

SOMERS:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-277-4448

YORKTOWN HEIGHTS OFFICES:
1825 COMMERCE STREET .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-962-5060
1940 COMMERCE STREET 
     INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-962-5577
225 VETERANS ROAD
     SPECIALTIES  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-302-8059

URGENT CARE:
YORKTOWN:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-302-8060
CARMEL:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-278-7000

1. vape (v.) 2014 WOTY
   A) to reset your password  B) use an e-cigarette   C) vote online 

2. omnishambles (n.) 2012 UK WOTY
   A) a mismanaged situation  B) a neglected duty   C) a creative thought

3. bae (n.) 2014 shortlist
   A) a friend at work  B) a carry-on bag   C) a term of endearment 

4. refudiate (v.) 2010 US WOTY
   A) to get money back online B)reheat leftovers   C) reject

5. intexticated (adj.) 2009 shortlist
   A) overwhelmed by text messages  B) distracted by texting   C) complicating texts

6. deleb (n.) 2007 shortlist
   A) an online discussion  B) an overnight stay   C) a dead celebrity 

7. hypermiling (v.) 2008 US WOTY
   A) to maximize gas mileage  B) run multiple marathons  C) commute many miles 

8. chav (n.) 2004 WOTY
   A) a working-class youth  B) a missing piece   C) a foolish person

Words of the Years. Oxford Dictionaries recently announced its Word of the Year (WOTY) for 
2014. The WOTY is a word “that has attracted a great deal of interest during the year to date.”  This 
week the quiz will test your knowledge of past WOTY and words that made the short list of finalists. 
Perhaps a few of these will attract your attention in the coming year.

THERE’S A WORD FOR IT
A vocabulary-building quiz By Edward Goralski

ANSWERS:
1. B. To inhale and exhale the vapor produced by 
an electronic cigarette 
2. A. A situation that has been comprehensively 
mismanaged
3. C. A term of endearment for one’s romantic 
partner
4. C. To reject; a blend of refute and repudiate from 

a Sarah Palin Tweet 
5. B. Distracted by texting, especially while driving
6. C. A dead celebrity
7. A. To maximize gas mileage by making fuel-
conserving adjustments to one’s car
8. A. A working-class youth, especially one associ-
ated with poor education
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By Cutler Klein
The 2014-15 ice hockey season got 

underway over Thanksgiving weekend 
with some great tournament action for 
a few teams in the area. The 4th Annual 
Thanksgiving Tournament at Brewster Ice 
Arena included the Byram Hills Bobcats 
and Fox Lane Foxes, among others. At the 
same time, the Horace Greeley Quakers 
took part in the White Plains Thanksgiving 
Tournament at Ebersole Ice Arena. The 
Mount Pleasant IceCats did not participate 
in a tournament, but did hit the ice this this 
past weekend. Here’s how the local teams 
fared:

Byram Hills 
The Bobcats started the weekend with a 

dominant 9-2 victory over Lakeland/Panas 
on Friday night. But it was all downhill 
from there. 

On Saturday, Byram Hills got its first 
crack at rival Fox Lane. The Bobcats got 
out to a hot start, taking a 3-1 lead in the 
second period. The Foxes managed to 
climb their way back into the game, and 
took it to overtime. In the extra session, 
Fox Lane forward Matthew Leader scored 
the game-winner four and a half minutes 
in to give the Foxes the 4-3 victory. Byram 
coach Andrew Cloherty was not satisfied 
with the team’s performance. 

“It was disappointing,” he said. “We 
should win that game, or any other game 
we’re up 3-1 in.” 

The hangover carried over to Sunday 
when the Bobcats were thrashed by 
Brewster 6-0. Captain Seamus Carey led 
the way for Brewster with two goals as 
Byram was consistently outskated and 
outhustled. The Byram Hills players were 
clearly still winded and dejected from the 
heartbreaking loss to Fox Lane. Cloherty 
called the game “one of the uglier ones.” 

The Bobcats struggled with discipline 
throughout the weekend. They couldn’t 
avoid the penalty box, taking penalty after 
penalty. In the Fox Lane game alone, there 
were 18 total penalties. On Sunday, the 
Bobcats took five penalties, leading to three 
Brewster goals. When the Bobcats were 
able to play clean defense, they delivered 
some pretty big hits. Nicholas Salandra, the 
short and tough forward, threw his body 
around and delivered a few nice checks. 
Towards the end of the Brewster game, 
forward Alexander Mykitiuk delivered a 
massive blow to an attacking player. 

Another bright spot for the Bobcats this 
weekend was the play of goaltender Grace 
Lunder, making her debut at the varsity 
level. She faced a barrage of offense on 
Sunday. Despite giving up six goals, she 
stopped 27 shots. Brewster created chaos 
in front of the net and made it hard for 
her to see the puck. She also stonewalled 
Brewster on a number of breakaway 
opportunities. 

“She has been playing well for someone 
that has never played varsity hockey 
before,” Cloherty said of Lunder. “She made 
the saves that we needed her to make. All 
weekend, she put us in a position to win. 
Unfortunately, we didn’t have the rest of 
the team backing her up against Brewster.” 

The Bobcats were very disappointed 
with their tournament play, and look to 
improve as the season starts to pick up. 

Fox Lane 
Looking to move on from a dismal 2013-

14 season, the Foxes had mixed success at 
the Brewster tournament this weekend. 
They started with a 7-3 defeat at the hands 
of JFK, but rebounded on Friday with a 
thrilling victory over rival Byram Hills. 
On Sunday, the Foxes wrapped up the 
tournament with a 5-2 loss to Irvington. 

The Foxes were outgunned and 
outpossessed throughout most of the game 
on Sunday, as Irvington was able to fire 43 
shots on goal. Goaltender Abbie Ives was 
incredible in net, despite giving up five 
goals. Head coach Scott Miele lauded Ives’ 
play throughout the weekend. 

“She brings momentum every time she 
makes a big save,” he said. “It happens a lot, 
too. She has been playing very well.”

The tournament was a bit of a tune-up 
for the Foxes, as new players have to adjust 
to a new system and the speed of varsity 
hockey. One standout for Fox Lane has 
been newcomer Thomas Tenney, a transfer 
student from a nearby prep school. He was 
flying all over the ice against Irvington, 
notching a beautiful breakaway goal in the 
final minutes of the game. He was one of 
the few players for Fox Lane who could 
match the speed of Irvington. 

“He can put the puck in the net and 
make magic happen,” Miele said of Tenney. 
“He brings a whole package.”

 The Foxes come away from the 
Thanksgiving tournament with a little 
experience under their belt, as well as some 
confidence from the victory over Byram 
Hills. Miele believes that the team should 
get better as time goes on. 

“Now they know the style of play that we 

expect from them,” he said. “Unfortunately, 
they fall asleep sometimes during games. 
But they understand that they need to give 
a full 45 minutes.”

Horace Greeley 
Down at Ebersole Ice Arena, the Quakers 

hit the ice for the first time, and looked to 
see how their new players are adjusting to 
the speed of varsity hockey. They ended 
up finding a few young studs, and some 
incredible veteran leadership. 

 Greeley started the tournament 
with a sloppy 7-5 victory over Stepinac 
and followed it up with an 8-4 loss to Rye 
Town/Harrison. Head coach Zach Dargaty 
said that his team looked sloppy early on 
and was fortunate to win the first game.

“Even though we won the first game, we 
struggled with our play,” he said. “We’re 
introducing a lot of new players, so I knew 
it would take a little time to learn how we 
want to play.” 

However, the Quakers recovered nicely 
and beat White Plains 5-2 on Sunday night. 
Dargaty said that the struggles of the first 
two games helped them learn and put up a 
strong performance against the Tigers. 

A big factor in Greeley’s two early 
victories has been veteran leadership. 
Captains Scott Jakubowicz, Sam Mishkind 
and Calder Fontaine have led the way for 

the Quakers. Mishkind and Jakubowicz 
have each been on a scoring tear, with 
Mishkind putting up a hat trick against 
White Plains. Meanwhile, Fontaine has 
provided some stability on the defensive 
end after moving back to the blue line this 
season.

“[Mishkind and Jakubowicz] have 
performed at the level I thought they 
would,” Dargaty said. “They are also doing 
a lot of things on both ends of the ice to 
help us be successful. They have exceeded 
my expectations so far.” 

Dargaty also said that the three captains 
have been exceptional role models for the 
younger players, both on and off the ice. 
Greeley has also gotten some good support 
from some newer faces. Sophomore Nick 
Sloan has been successful at forward in 
his first year on the team. Second-year 
youngsters such as Damon Klein and 
Sam Whitehouse have also stepped up. 
Whitehouse notched two goals against 
Stepinac.

ExaminerSports
Opening Week of Hockey is Highlighted by Tournaments 
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Joseph Rocco of  Byram Hills gets set to fire a 
shot on goal as Fox Lane’s Joseph Ramirez tries 
to stop him.

Thomas Tenney of  Fox Lane is sent to the ice by 
Ben Morgenthal of  Byram Hills in Saturday’s game 
at Brewster Ice Arena.

Byram Hills goalie Grace Lunder makes a save as Fox Lane’s Joseph Fetter (13) and Ryder Beitzel await 
a rebound.

Fox Lane’s Matthew Leader, who scored the 
game-winning goal in overtime, handles the puck 
Saturday vs. Byram Hills.

continued on page 31



December 2 - December 8, 2014www.TheExaminerNews.com 27

By Monica D’Ippolito
While sitting at the Thanksgiving 

table, the now 4-14 New York Knicks 
didn’t have much to be thankful for, 
except maybe their promising 6-foot-
7, 2014 second-round NBA draft pick, 
Thanasis Antetokounmpo, who not only 
showed his athleticism and defensive 
energy, but also his offensive prowess, 
during the D-League’s Westchester 
Knicks victory last Tuesday evening. 

“He was great tonight,” said 
Westchester coach Kevin Whitted 
shortly after the dazzling performance 
by his young forward. “We really turned 
him loose as well, talked to him before 
the game, told him we wanted to utilize 
him in multiple areas -- the four, the 
three, at the two, because he is capable 
of playing three positions. The thing is, 
it’s just about him relaxing, and allowing 
the offense to generate opportunities 
for him. I think he did that tonight and 
that’s why you saw the performance you 
saw from him.”

In his 42 minutes of playing time, the 
22-year-old hit 8-of-15 shots from the 
field for 18 points, pulled down five 
rebounds (four offensive) and dished 
out four assists, while also adding six 
pulverizing blocks that thrilled the 
crowd during a 115-113 Knick win 
over the Los Angeles D-Fenders at the 
Westchester County Center.

“The biggest thing with Thanasis 
tonight, he’s such a great defender in 
terms of reacting to things, he can 
anticipate things, which is hard to 
teach,” said Whitted. “So in terms of the 
blocked shots, anticipation in terms of 
getting deflections, he has that knack. 
That’s a skill you can’t teach. You have to 
have that, so he did a great job tonight. 
Very proud of him.”

The developmental league game 
between the New York and Los Angeles 
affiliates came down to the final seconds 
after the D-Fenders battled back from 
an 11-point fourth-quarter deficit to 
climb within one point with 8.8 seconds 
left. Los Angeles had possession of the 

ball and quickly inbounded to Manny 
Harris, one of the D-League’s most 
prolific scorers. The court cleared and 
it was Harris and Antetokounmpo 
isolated one-on-one at the top of the 
key.  

The rookie from Greece used his 
athleticism and quickness to stay in 
front of Harris as he drove to the basket. 
The Knicks’ Orlando Sanchez stepped 
up to provide help defense, forcing 
Harris into a difficult shot from near 
the foul line that bounced off the front 
of the rim, ending the D-Fenders’ hopes 
of a come-from-behind win.

“Not to let the ball go in the basket,” 
Antetokounmpo said of his defensive 
strategy in the final seconds. “(Harris) 
is just one of the best offensive players 
in the league and that’s me, I had to 
guard him.”

But maybe one of the biggest surprises 
of the night was Sanchez’s work off the 
bench. The 6-9 St. John’s product led the 
Knicks with 23 points in 25 minutes, 
while also pulling down eight rebounds 
and blocking three shots. 

“All my teammates know what I can 
do on the court,” Sanchez said. “Tonight 
it was a little bit more freedom, thankful 
for the coach. He said, ‘You got the ball, 
you can play,’ and going forward it’s 
really good for me, helps me and helps 
my teammates do something we did like 
today.” 

The Knicks’ Lewis Jackson helped 
put an exclamation point on Sanchez’s 
dominant third quarter when he led a 
fast break and made a nifty behind-the-
back pass to the athletic power forward, 
who caught the ball and slammed it 
home with two hands.

Afterwards. Antetokounmpo had 
nothing but praise for Sanchez, saying. 

“Great athletic player, great length, 
great kid, great teammate, great work 
ethic, and he’s amazing.” 

After being down 38-35 at halftime, 
the Knicks, led by Antetokounmpo 
and Sanchez, came out firing in the 
third quarter. Sanchez collected four 
rebounds and knocked down four of his 
five shots from the field in the period, 
while Antetokounmpo buried all five 
of his shot attempts, which helped 
Westchester build a 91-80 cushion 
entering the fourth quarter.

“(Antetokounmpo) was spectacular 
in those three minutes (before half),” 
Whitted said. “We told him to let it all 
out, don’t worry about anything. Just be 
in position in the offense to do what you 
do, and we ran some actions to get him 
the basketball where he’s comfortable 
and where he’s effective and he was able 
to execute.”

Along with Sanchez and 
Antetokounmpo, the Knicks had four 
other players in double figures. Darnell 
Jackson finished with 18 points, 14 
rebounds and five assists, Ben Strong 
had 10 points, six rebounds and five 
assists, Langston Galloway ended with 
18 points and veteran Andre Barrett 
was second in scoring with 20 points.

“I think what’s happening to us is we’re 
getting more comfortable within what 
we do,” explained Whitted. “Offensively, 
that’s been our issue right now, from an 
execution standpoint. We still didn’t 
hold our opponent to 90 tonight, but we 
didn’t allow the score to get up into the 
110’s and the 115’s in terms of giving up 
points.”

Westchester Knicks Get a Big Lift From Prospect Antetokounmpo

Westchester’s Darnell Jackson gets inside for an 
easy bucket in the Knick win vs. Los Angeles.

Thanasis Antetokounmpo, the New York Knicks’ 
second-round draft pick this past June, shoots the 
ball in last Tuesday’s D-League game.

The Knicks’ Orlando Sanchez finishes with a 
flourish during the victory vs. the D-Fenders last 
week.

Langston Galloway of  the Westchester Knicks 
pushes the ball up the court at the County Center 
last Tuesday night.

Andre Barrett floats in for a layup in the 
Westchester Knicks’ 115-113 win last Tuesday. continued on page 31
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By Monica D’Ippolito
After seven lead changes, a missed free 

throw and a last-second buzzer-beater, 
the 21st matchup between Pace University 
and Queens College headed into overtime 
Sunday afternoon. 

The Setters, who began the day with a 
1-4 record, had already lost a pair of games 
by five points or less and their most recent 
one by just seven. With the pressure clearly 
on inside the Goldstein Fitness Center, the 
Setters found a way to beat the Knights for 
the 18th time and come away with a much-
needed victory.

“We lost (two) games that were decided 
in the last couple possessions and we just 
didn’t fight through them,” Setters coach 
Carrie Seymour said after her team’s 64-61 
win. “Hopefully, this is a step in the right 
direction. We just have to put ourselves in 
position that in the end of the game we have 
a chance to win it.”

With 14 seconds until the end of 
regulation, Pace’s Gabriella Rubin knocked 
down a corner 3-pointer  that gave her 
team a 55-52 lead. After a Queens timeout, 
the Knights inbounded the ball to Imani 
Davidson, who drove through the lane 
and hit a floater that cut the Setter lead to 
a point.

The Knights then intentionally fouled 
Rubin, sending the freshman to the foul line. 
Rubin made the first free throw, but missed 
the second, giving Queens life with less 
than five seconds left. Madison Rowland 
squeezed the defensive rebound and pushed 
the ball up the floor to Davidson, who again 
drove the lane and hit another floater as 
time expired, tying the game 56-56.

“I was pissed,” Rubin said after the game. 
“I missed that foul shot and my man scored.  
I’m a very competitive person and I really 
wanted to win, but now we had another five 
minutes left (and my teammates said) ‘this 
game’s still on the line.’ So if it wasn’t for (my 

teammates) picking me up, I don’t know, 
they kept me up in the overtime.”

But the extra five minutes just may have 
been the best played by the Setters so far this 
season. Rachel Dortch made a jump shot 35 
seconds in and Pace never surrendered the 
lead, making sure to work the ball inside to 
6-foot-5 sophomore Kirsten Dodge, who 
had six points, three rebounds and one steal 
in the overtime period.

“I just knew that I was letting my team 
down,” said Dodge. “They needed me to 
perform to the best of my ability. In the 
first half, I wasn’t performing to my ability 
and I just had to turn it around because of 
those last five minutes I had, and I needed 
to change it.”

Dodge finished the game as the Setters’ 
second-leading scorer, hitting five of 12 
shots and winding up with 14 points, to go 
along with nine rebounds. All her damage 
came after halftime.

“Kirsten has improved so much since 
last season, her confidence doesn’t match 
her improvement,” Seymour said of Dodge.  

“She’s legit 6-5 and she can control the paint 
on both ends of the floor. It’s just she has 
to start expecting bigger things for herself. 
The second half was totally different and the 
overtime was totally different.”

Rubin led the Pace offense with 18 points 
on five-for-14 shooting from the floor and 
four-for-10 from 3-point range. She also 
collected five rebounds and dished out six 
assists.

“Gabby’s exciting, she plays with a lot of 
energy,” said Seymour. “Her strength is she 
plays so loose, (but that) can also be her 
weakness because she plays so loose. Every 
day she’s learning a little bit more. It’s trying 
to get her to be a little bit more disciplined.”

After being down 26-22 at halftime, Pace 
picked up its work on the glass, which drove 
the impressive second half and overtime 
performance.  In the first half, the Setters 

were outrebounded 25-18, allowing the 
Knights 10 offensive boards that equated 
to 10 second-chance points. But during 
a timeout at the start of the second half, 
Seymour was adamant about getting more 
aggressive on the boards.

“Sometimes I don’t know why we sit there 
and watch the rebounds come off the rim 
instead of going to get them,” she said. “It 
has been a way we’ve lost games.”

The Setters, who wound up 
outrebounding Queens 42-40, are back to 
conference competition on Wednesday 
night when they travel to Garden City and 
take on Adelphi before hosting Le Moyne 
on Saturday afternoon.

 “We just need to let this (win) give us 
some confidence,” Dodge said. “And when it 
comes to Wednesday, we need to come out 
with that intensity in the beginning of the 
game and for all 40 minutes.”

Pace Women’s Team Defeats Queens College in Overtime

Brianna Harris of  Pace works her way along the 
baseline late in the first half  at the Goldstein 
Fitness Center. 

Pace University’s Rachel Dortch drives into the 
lane during Sunday’s overtime victory.

Pace forward Yuni Sher gets inside for a bucket vs. 
visiting Queens College.

The Setters’ Margo Hackett drives past the 
3-point line during the second half  of  Sunday’s 
overtime win vs. Queens College.

Freshman guard Geena Rosalbo brings the ball 
across midcourt in Pace’s overtime win on Sunday 
afternoon.

Pace sophomore center Kirsten Dodge 
concentrates on a free throw vs. Queens.

Alexa Dietrich of  Pace takes the ball to the basket 
in the second half  vs. Queens.
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By Andy Jacobs
Through the early portion of the 2014-

15 season, the Pace University men’s 
basketball team hasn’t exactly reminded 
anyone of the Bay Area’s Splash Brothers. 

“Right now, we’re a bad 3-point-
shooting team,” admitted Setters coach 
Pat Kennedy late Saturday afternoon after 
watching his players misfire on 19 of their 
23 attempts from beyond the arc against 
visiting Georgian Court. “We’ve got to get 
in the gym and we’ve really got to work on 
it. We’ve got to get a lot of shots up, and 
that’s the only way we’re gonna get better.”

Fortunately for Kennedy, two of the 
3-pointers the Setters did manage to make 
against the Lions came within 40 seconds 
of each other on consecutive possessions 
late in the second half. Both came from 
just right of the key and were provided 
by Shelton Mickell to cap a 10-1 run that 
helped break open what had been a close 
contest.  

With Mickell erupting for 19 of his 
game-high 25 points in the second half, 
the Setters wound up pulling away down 
the stretch to win 70-55 at the Goldstein 
Fitness Center. Kyle Pearson and Mike 
Demello added 14 points apiece as Pace 
ended a three-game losing streak and 
improved to 2-5 this season. 

“I was really proud of him,” said Kennedy 
about Mickell, a 6-2 junior guard who 
played one season at Central Connecticut 
State. “He did a great job. He’s terrific. He’s 
our best kind-of-go-to guard. I just like 
him. I knew if we brought him in, he’d be 
the type of kid who could do that. He’s our 
captain and he’s our leader.”

The back-to-back 3-pointers by Mickell, 
who currently leads the Setters in scoring 
at 16.4 points a game, enabled Pace to open 
up a 58-47 lead with just 3:45 remaining 
on the clock. Georgian Court never got 
closer than eight points the rest of the 
way as the Setters made 10 of their 12 free 
throw attempts in the waning moments. 
Pearson supplied a breakaway tomahawk 
dunk with 40 seconds to go to put the icing 
on the team’s first win in nearly two weeks.

“Oh, we needed this one badly because 
we kind of {gave} away the Molloy game,” 
said Kennedy, referring to the second game 
of the season when the Setters squandered 

an 11-point, second-half lead. “And this 
was the start of eight of 11 at home. So 
we can start building our record, both 
generally and within the conference.”

Despite making just 10 of their 28 shots 
from the field in the first half, including 
0-for-8 from 3-point range, the Setters were 
still able to take a 27-24 lead at the break. 
The Pace advantage quickly stretched to 
eight points when Mickell tossed in a shot 
in the lane 25 seconds into the second 
half and Demello soon followed with a 
3-pointer from the left corner. 

But the Lions answered with a 15-4 
burst, highlighted by a couple of Keith 
Hughes dunks, and grabbed a three-point 
lead with just under 12 minutes remaining. 
They were still ahead by two points when 
Mickell scored five points within 11 
seconds, starting with a trey from the top 
of the key that gave Pace the lead for good. 
A pair of free throws by Pearson with 7:04 
to go started the 10-1 Setter run that all but 
decided the outcome. 

After the Pearson foul shots, the teams 
went scoreless for over a minute and a half 

before Mickell delivered a look-away pass 
on the break for a layup by Pearson that 
extended the Setters’ lead to six points. The 
Lions’ Jordan Wejnert made one of two 
free throws and then Mickell  provided his 
two consecutive 3-pointers to give Pace a 
bit of breathing room.

“Shelton is really explosive,” said 
Kennedy. “Can steal the ball, can score in 
traffic, and tonight hit some big 3’s for us, 
too. So I thought our guards played well. I 
love our guards right now. They’re starting 
to play good basketball. But we’re gonna 
have to go to different players every night 
to try to be the best team we can be as we 
develop.” 

Though he was pleased with what he got 
from his backcourt most of the afternoon, 
Kennedy did see a few turnovers early 
in the second half that helped Georgian 
Court briefly reclaim the lead.

“The turnovers are killing us,” he said. 
“We just have a propensity to turn the 
ball over, make bad passes or dribble into 
traffic. It was just ridiculous that we turned 
the ball over so many times with an eight-
point lead. I mean, at the same point in 
time of all the games that we’ve struggled 
in, it’s because of a group of turnovers 

in a short period of time. So we have to 
eliminate that.”

Up next for the Setters is a winnable 
midweek road game and then a very 
challenging home contest against Le 
Moyne on Saturday afternoon. 

“We have not played well in conference 
play,” said Kennedy. “We have Adelphi 
on Wednesday. That’s a huge game for us. 
We have to make this Adelphi game a real 
mission for us.”

Setters Pull Away in the Second Half to Defeat Georgian Court

Freshman guard Bryan Rivers dribbles the ball in 
Pace’s 70-55 victory vs. Georgian Court. 

The Setters’ Mike Demello shoots a free throw in 
the closing moments of  Saturday’s home win.

Pace’s Kyle Pearson flies in for a slam dunk in 
Saturday’s win over Georgian Court.

Evan Gordinier of  Pace pushes the ball up the 
court during Saturday’s game at the Goldstein 
Fitness Center.

Pace University’s Evan Orzolek searches for an 
open teammate in Saturday’s game.

Pace coach Pat Kennedy watches his team defeat 
Georgian Court this past weekend.

Shelton Mickell of  Pace gets set to throw a look-
away pass in the second half  vs. visiting Georgian 
Court.
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SBYRAM HILLS 

Fall 2014
A Look Back

Kellen Hatheway runs with the ball after make a 
catch. Kate Khouri controls the ball near midfield during 

a Bobcat home game.

Maddie Weiland heads toward the finish line at a 
home cross country meet.

Arielle Milewitz concentrates on a forehand return 
during one of  the Bobcats’ home tennis matches.

The Bobcats’ Matt Berger chases the ball during 
the state regional playoffs at Arlington High 
School.

Quarterback Lou Filippelli tries to elude a tackle 
vs. the Rye Garnets.

Mike Sardo carries the football for big yardage in 
the home game vs. Rye.

Payton Levine sends a free kick up the field during 
the state playoffs last month.

The Bobcats’ Ashley Polera pursues the ball in the 
sectional playoffs vs. Lakeland.

Rachel Pollack races up the field with the ball 
during a Bobcat home game early in the season.

Above: Brandon Drossman celebrates after 
scoring the overtime goal that lifted the Bobcats 
past Yorktown in the sectional championship 
game.

Left: Carly Barnett sends a shot on goal in the 
Bobcats’ playoff  win vs. Tappan Zee.

Above: The Bobcats’ Emma Schiliro rises at the 
net to block the ball.

Right: Guin Mesh sends the ball over the net 
during a midseason volleyball match.
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Overall, Dargaty liked what he saw from 
his players, and thinks that they can be 
successful long-term.

“It took us a little while to get going, but 
once we did I thought we started to play 
really good hockey.”

Mount Pleasant 
The IceCats did not participate in a 

tournament, but started their season with a 
3-2 victory over Rye. Senior Oscar Marchi 
scored two goals, and goaltender Lucas 
Van Bramer made 16 saves. The shot totals 
for each side were about even, with Mount 
Pleasant outshooting Rye 21-18. 

Head coach Josh Isenberg had high 
praise for Marchi, pointing to his quick 
hands and vision for the ice despite his lack 
of speed. Isenberg also liked what he saw 
from Van Bramer.

“He’s technically sound and has great 
instincts,” he said. “He’s certainly capable 
of stealing games for us. We didn’t put him 
in a position where he needed to do that 
this weekend, but he played well.”

The IceCats were a very well-disciplined 
bunch this weekend, taking minimal 
penalties, compared to teams such as 
Fox Lane and Byram Hills. Despite the 
discipline, Isenberg wants his team to get 
a little more physical. 

“We didn’t play the body as much as 
we could have,” he said. “But, I think that 
played to our advantage because we stayed 
out of the penalty box.” Isenberg also 
thinks that his boys could have exploited 
the youth of Rye more, especially on the 
power play. Mount Pleasant had five power 
-play opportunities, but only cashed in 
once. 

Despite having a young squad, Isenberg 
was especially impressed with the defensive 
play of his team. 

“We have a little ways to go,” said 
Isenberg. “But to only give up 18 shots to 
a team like Rye definitely impressed me.”

He also would like to see his team apply 
a little more pressure on the offensive end. 
Against the Garnets on Saturday night, the 
IceCats were limited to just 21 shots on net. 

It’s a small sample size of one game, 
but the future looks bright for this young 
Mount Pleasant squad. 

With half a dozen games now under 
their belts this young season, Whitted 
is hoping his players are starting to 
grasp the things they need to do to be 
successful.

“We told our guys we must make 
sure offensively now we be more 
comfortable within the system,” he 
said, “and find our opportunities 
within what we do, versus trying to get 
outside of it.”

SMALL NEWS IS BIG 
NEWS  

914-864-0878

Opening Week of Hockey 
is Highlighted by Tournaments 

Thanasis Antetokounmpo of  the Westchester 
Knicks dunks the ball with gusto in last Tuesday’s 
win vs. Los Angeles.

Manny Harris of  the Los Angeles D-Fenders 
misfires on a last-second shot as the Knicks’ 
Orlando Sanchez and Thanasis Antetokounmpo 
defend last week at the County Center.

Lewis Jackson of  the Knicks takes the ball to the 
basket vs. the L.A. D-Fenders.

Westchester Knicks Get a Big Lift 
From Prospect Antetokounmpo

Angus Ferguson of  Fox Lane controls the puck at 
the left point in Saturday’s 4-3 win over Byram 
Hills.

Fox Lane’s Eric Maiorano tries to control the puck 
while getting checked by Kevin McNamara of  
Byram Hills during Saturday’s game at Brewster 
Ice Arena.

continued page  26
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Michael’s 
Garden Gate Nursery

Beautiful Holiday Homes Start Here!

Wreaths
Balsam, Fraser, 

Noble Mix, 
Boxwood

Ready made or 
made to order

Christmas Trees
Guaranteed 
Fresh Cut 

Fraser, Douglas Fir
from 2ft to 12 ft

Bring your stand in and 
we’ll put it in for Free!

Fresh Garland
White Pine, Fraser, 
Boxwood, Douglas 

& Cedar 
Princess Pine, 

Noble Mix

Ribbons & Bows
All types of ribbons 

by the roll
Bows Handmade

All Sizes and we can 
make to order

Outdoor 
EvergreenTrees

 For your pots:
Globe Boxwoods, 

Alberta Spruce
Blue Spruce, 

and more

Large Selection of 
indoor plants, 

Christmas Cactus, 
Citrus, Orchids, 

Kalanchoe, Cyclamen
and so much more!
 from small to large

GE Lights
Large Selection of 

high quality 
GE Lights

for indoors and 
outdoors

Christmas 
Decorations

Santas,
Snowmen,

Nutcrackers 
& More!

146 North Bedford Rd. • Mount Kisco 
Tel: 666-3177 Store Hours: Mon-Sat 9-6, Sun 9:30-5

Poinsettias
 From small to large
Large Selection of 

Colors


