
By Janine Bowen
Toll Brothers’ 68-townhouse project 

on Washington Avenue in Pleasantville 
received final approval from the Planning 
Commission last week after nearly two 
years of review by the village.

“We’re happy,” said David Cooper, an 
attorney with Zarin & Steinmetz, the 
law firm that represents Toll Brothers. 
“I think the village did a very good job, 
they…took a hard look at it and I think 
we’re proud of the product and of the 
process.”  

With commission member Scott 
Blasdell absent, the resolution to 
approve the project passed 5-1. The 
lone dissenting vote came from Joseph 
Potenza, who criticized the village board 
for approving the zoning changes needed 
for the 18-acre site, which was last used 

as an office campus, to accommodate the 
residential project.  

By Martin Wilbur
The New Castle Town Board may 

finally take a vote this week whether 
to rezone a portion of the Chappaqua 
Crossing campus to allow 120,000 
square feet of retail at the site.

Board members announced last week 
that they are scheduled to meet this 
Thursday, Dec. 18 at the Chappaqua 
Public Library auditorium at 8:15 p.m. 
and vote on amending the supplemental 
findings statement and the 1989 town 
development plan. The board is also 
expected to decide whether Chapter 60 
of the town code should be amended 
to allow retail in an office and research 
business zone under certain conditions.

A vote on the Preliminary 
Development Concept Plan and 
adoption of a retail local law will not 

take place  until January or February, 
New Castle Supervisor Robert 
Greenstein said.

Town Administrator Jill Simon 
Shapiro said this week that the board 
would likely resolve the outstanding 
issues regarding the proposal, such as 
whether to ban chain restaurants. 

The scheduled votes this week 
come after the town board once again 
adjourned the set of concurrent public 
hearings at the close of the Dec. 9 
meeting. At that meeting, several 
residents continued to criticize or 
express skepticism at various aspects of 
developer Summit/Greenfield’s plan.

Chappaqua resident Lynne Lambert 
questioned why the board was insistent 
on making a major decision on the 

By Neal Rentz
One month after the resounding 

defeat of a $55,855,000 capital projects 
bond, the Mount Pleasant Board of 
Education is considering a new multi-
proposition proposal that could go to 
voters early next year.

Board of Education President James 
Grieco and Superintendent of Schools 
Dr. Susan Guiney said last week the 
district was moving ahead with a series 
of steps that could lead to a second bond 
vote as early as February.

About 30 residents attended the 
Dec. 10 school board work session to 
discuss the Nov. 15 proposition that 
was defeated by a more than 2-to-1 
margin and the options that are now 
available to the district. Since the vote, 
Guiney said she has been told by several 
residents that the reason they opposed 

it was simply because “$55 million was 
just too much money.” 

Grieco said some critics of the bond 
said they could not support it because it 
included nonessential items, such as an 
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The site of the empty office park on Washington 
Avenue in Pleasantville where Toll Brothers will build 
its 68-townhouse project. The village’s Planning 
Commission granted final approval Dec. 10.

Children were all smiles 
last Saturday morning 
for Mount Kisco’s annual 
Holiday Party and Fire 
Truck Rides. Organized 
by a variety of local 
service organizations and 
the village’s Recreation 
Commission, children 
arrived at the municipal 
pool at Leonard Park to 
greet Santa and take a ride 
on one of the Mount Kisco 
Fire Department’s trucks to 
the American Legion Hall. 
Once they arrived at the 
hall, Santa presented the 
children with candy and 
gifts and wishes for Merry 
Christmas.

Most Wonderful Time of the Year

509 Central Park Ave
Scarsdale, NY 10583

914.722.1940

159 E Main Street
Mount Kisco, NY 1059

914.864.2688

Mount Pleasant Superintendent of  Schools Dr. 
Susan Guiney and Board of  Education President 
James Grieco.
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artificial turf field, lights for the athletic 
field and a second access road for the 
middle school and high school campus. 

Projects included in the defeated 
bond would have upgraded the 
infrastructure, primarily at the district’s 
two secondary schools, Grieco said. 

“There’s a lot of work that needs to be 
done,” he said. 

Nearly 70 percent of the original 
proposal’s cost was devoted to the 
infrastructure and other renovations, 
including work to replace and repair 

ceilings, classroom floors, lighting and 
the heating and ventilation systems at 
the middle school and high school.

Guiney and Grieco agreed that if 
a new bond is proposed it could be 
divided into multiple propositions. 
For example, one proposition could 
consist of major infrastructure work 
and the second ballot item could 
include projects such as a new artificial 
surface for the athletic field. But if the 
more costly proposition was defeated, 
the second proposition could not go 
forward even if it was approved by 

voters, Guiney said.
She indicated the earliest a new bond 

vote could be brought before the public 
would be in February because under 
state law there is a minimum 90-day 
waiting period after a school bond is 
defeated by voters. 

Grieco said if another vote isn’t held 
in February, he would prefer to wait 
until at least the summer. The spring is 
going to be devoted to working on the 
2015-16 spending plan and  rushing to 
put a bond vote on the ballot the same 
day as the annual May budget vote and 
school board elections would not be 
prudent, he said.

The district is asking its architects, 
KG&D of Mount Kisco, to provide 
information on how the capital 
projects could be done at a lower cost, 
Guiney said. About $40 million of the 
defeated $55.8 million proposal was 
for renovations and infrastructure 
improvements, she said.

Guiney stressed that the district wants 
to collaborate with residents to address 
the infrastructure needs. 

“We’re doing this together,” she said. 
The district also plans to distribute a 

survey to residents in the near future, 
Grieco said. He would like the district 
to analyze why most residents failed to 
participate in the November bond vote. 

Mt. Pleasant School Officials Weigh Second Bond Vote
continued from page 1

Sale Items Below not Included as well as 3LT, 4 LT, 5 LT Wines
A CASE OR MORE

Thornwood Wines & Spirits
All Wines in Store
Mix ‘n Match Your Favorite Wines! 20% OFF!

Shoprite/CVS Center.
1004 Broadway Thornwood

Store Hrs: Monday-Saturday 9:30am-9:00pm • Sunday 12-6:00PM
Tel: 914 747 8071 • Fax: 914 747 8072

Glenmorangie 10 Yr Old ......................... $34.99
Stolichanaya Vodka 1.75 ....................... $35.99
Tanqueray Gin 1.75 ................................ $38.99
Bombay Sapphire 1.75 .......................... $42.99
Belverdere Vodka 1.75L .........................$43.99
Ketel One Vodka 1.75L ...........................$43.99
Jack Daniels 1.75 .................................. $45.99
Macallan Scotch 12 Yr. Old 750 ML ....... $52.99
Glenmorangie 1.75L ............................... $59.99
Grey Goose Vodka 1.75 .......................... $59.99
Johnnie Walker Black 1.75 .................... $67.99
Johhnie Walker Blue 750 ML ............... $169.99

SPIRITS ON SALE
Cinzano Asti 750 ML ....................................................$9.99
Mionetto Prosecco Gold Label ..................................$10.99
Ruffino Prosecco .......................................................$10.99
Zardetto Prosecco .....................................................$11.99
Martini & Rossi Asti ...................................................$12.99
Gruet Brut ...................................................................$13.99
Gruet Blanc De Noir ...................................................$13.99
Roederer Estate Brut .................................................$17.99
Nicolas Feuillatte Brut .............................................. $29.99
Moet Imperial .............................................................$35.99
Taittinger Brut ............................................................$39.99
Veuve Clicquot ...........................................................$39.99

SPARKLING WINES & CHAMPAGNES 750 ML

Dario D’Angelo Montepulciano D’Abruzzo $7.99
Citra Red or White .......................................$8.99
Lindemann’s Merlot (Shiraz/Cab, Cab,
Merlot, Chardonnay) .............................................$9.99
Little Penguin all Types...............................$9.99
Yellow Tail (Chard, Shiraz, Cab,
Merlot, Shiraz/Cab) .......................................$10.99
Folonari Pinot Grigio or Chianti ................$10.99

Bolla (All Types) ............................$10.99
Mezzacorona Pinot Grigio ............$11.99
Cavit Pinot Grigio ..........................$11.99
Barefoot All Types .........................$11.99
Woodbridge Chard, Cab,
Merlot, Pinot Noir ..........................$11.99
Fetzer (All Types) ..........................$11.99
Ruffino Chianti or Pinot Grigio .....$12.99
Relax Riesling ...............................$15.99

1.5 LITERS

FRENCH WINES NY STATE WINESCALIFORNIA MERLOT 750 ML

GREAT WINE VALUES

Beringer Founders ................. $9.99
Bogle ...................................... $8.99
Toasted Head ......................... $9.99
Chateau St. Jean .................... $9.99
J. Lohr .................................. $11.99
Hess ...................................... $11.99 
Kendall Jackson .................. $11.99
Sterling Napa ....................... $12.99
Simi ...................................... $13.99
Kali/Heart ............................. $14.99
Kendall Jackson Grand Reserve $16.99
Meiomi ................................. $17.99
Sonoma Cutrer ..................... $22.99
Mer Soleil ............................. $27.99
Cakebread ............................ $39.99

CALIFORNIA
CHARDONNAY 750 ML

CALIFORNIA
CABERNETS 750 ML

ITALIAN WINES

Clan MacGregor 1.75 ..................... $18.99
Gordon’s Gin 1.75........................... $20.99
Svedka Vodka 1.75.........................$20.99 
Smirnoff Vodka 1.75 ...................... $20.99
Seagram’s 7 1.75 ........................... $21.99
Bacardi Light 1.75......................... . $22.99
Canadian Club 1.75 ........................ $22.99
Skyy Vodka 1.75............................. $26.99
Seagrams VO 1.75 .......................... $26.99
Grant’s Scotch 1.75 ....................... $26.99
Jim Beam Bourbon 1.75 ................ $29.99
Absolut 1.75 ................................... $33.99
Dewar’s Scotch 1.75 ...................... $33.99
Beefeater 1.75 ................................$34.99

Corvo Red or White ................$8.99
Santa Cristina ........................$8.99
Di Majo Norante
Sangiovese .............................$8.99
Falesco Vitano ........................$9.99
Banfi Principessa Gavi ........$11.99
Allegrini Palazzo della Torre $15.99
Antinori Red (Toscana) ........$17.99

Parallelle “45” Cotes Du Rhone $10.99
El Guigal Cotes Du Rhone .......... $11.99
Louis Jadot Beau. or Macon Vill ....... $11.99
Phillippine de Saint Syrlle  
Chat. du Pape  91 WS... ................ $19.99
Louis Jadot Pouilly Fuisse ......... $21.99

Brotherhood Riesling ...$11.99
Millbrook Cab Franc ....$14.99
Hermann J. Wiemer
(Semi Dry Riesling) ......$16.99

Bogle .............................. $7.99
Blackstone ..................... $8.99
J. Lohr .......................... $11.99
Coppola ........................ $12.99
Kendall Jackson .......... $15.99

Monsanto Chianti .................$18.99
Ruffino Chianti Tan Label ....$20.99
Santa Margarita 
Pinot Grigio ..........................$21.99
Ruffino Modus 2010 ............$24.99
Banfi Brunello 2008 .............$49.99
Masi Amarone ......................$49.99
Allegrini Amarone ................$69.99

Jacobs Creek Chardonnay ...$6.99
Santa Rita Sauv. Blanc .........$6.99
Santa Rita Cabernet ..............$6.99
Rosenblum Zinfandel ............$8.99
Cline Zinfandel ......................$8.99
Ravenswood Zinfandel .........$9.99
Gascon Malbec ...................$10.99
Apothic Red.........................$11.99
Layer Cake Cabernet ..........$12.99
Layer Cake Malbec .............$12.99

Beringer Founders .............. $9.99
Estancia ............................ $11.99
Coppola ............................. $12.99
Sterling Napa .................... $12.99
Rodney Strong .................. $13.99
Sebastiani ......................... $13.99
J. Lohr ............................... $14.99
Hess ................................... $14.99
Kendall Jackson ............... $17.99
Decoy ................................ $17.99 
Simi ................................... $18.99
Hall Napa ........................... $39.99
Stags Leap ........................ $46.99
Caymus ............................. $64.99
Caymus Special Select ... $119.99

Joel Gott Zinfandel or Cab ..$14.99
Tres Picos Garnacha ...........$14.99
Erath Pinot Noir ...................$15.99
A to Z Pinot Noir ..................$15.99
Catena Malbec ....................$15.99
Meiomi Pinot Noir ...............$17.99
La Crema Pinot Noir ............$19.99
Chalk Hill Sauv. Blanc .........$19.99
Bogle Phantom....................$21.99
The Prisoner ....................... Inquire

Sale runs 
through 
12/31/14

CORDIALS 750 ML
Baileys ............................................................................$23.99
Romana Sambuca ..........................................................$23.99
Amaretto Disaronno ......................................................$23.99

Our Wine and 
Liquor Gift Sets 
Have Arrived!

Over 50 Gift Sets 
to Choose From!

Registration for 
Latest Chappaqua 

Challenge 
Underway

The Chappaqua Public Library has 
begun registering participants for the 
Chappaqua Challenge. This fun, low-
key reading program has been an an-
nual event since 1983. Fourth-, fifth- 
and sixth-graders form teams of three 
or four friends and read books from a 
list of 12 over the next four months. 
Then they write questions about one of 
the books. 

During the actual Challenge, which 
will take place on Saturday, March 7 at 
2 p.m., the teams quiz each other. In 
keeping with the relaxed tone, there 
is no audience and no score is kept. 
There’s a party immediately afterwards 
and each participant will earn a gift 
certificate to a local bookstore. Space is 
limited, so anyone who wants to par-
ticipate should register as soon as pos-
sible. 

For more information and to reg-
ister, call the Children’s Room at the 
Chappaqua Public Library at 914-238-
4779 ext. 3 or visit wwwchappaquali-
brary.org.
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By David Propper and Martin Wilbur
As a soft-spoken and mild-mannered 

figure, state Commissioner of Education 
Dr. John King seemed an unlikely 
candidate to be embroiled in controversy. 

But with many educators and state 
officials at odds with him over the rollout 
of the Common Core standards, heated 
debate has dogged King at every turn 
during his nearly four-year tenure as New 
York’s top education official.

Now, King is leaving that controversy 
behind after it was revealed last week that 
he would be departing his post to take a 
position in the Obama Administration at 
the U.S. Dept. of Education. 

Last week King received criticism, in 
some instances rather harsh, from school 
officials and a state lawmaker who were 
asked to assess his performance.

Pleasantville Superintendent Mary Fox-
Alter and Board of Education President 
Shane McGaffey said that during King’s 
time as commissioner he was not as 
collaborative as they would have liked. 
He failed to seek advice from local 
superintendents and board of education 
trustees, an approach Fox-Alter said 
made local-level educators feel irrelevant. 

That sentiment was echoed by Mahopac 
Superintendent Brian Monahan who 
described King’s tenure as “tumultuous.” 
He said if King was a better listener 
it would have made the rollout and 

implementation of Common Core more 
effective. 

“I attended many events at which 
thoughtful suggestions were made by 
educators and parents, but those making 
the suggestions often felt they had little or 
no impact because decisions had already 
been made,” Monahan said.

Mount Pleasant Superintendent of 
Schools Dr. Susan Guiney, who found 
King to be “a very affable person” when 
she met him, said she believed he was 
hampered because his education career 
was with charter schools and he had no 
background in public education. 

Guiney said one problem with 
Common Core was that it tested students 
on some information that had not been 
taught. Another problem has been the 
heavy emphasis on testing, especially for 
students between five and seven years old, 
she said. 

While King had many critics, few were 
as vocal as Assemblyman Tom Abinanti 
(D-Plesantville), who at one point called 
for King’s resignation. Abinanti said that 
King’s support for Common Core and its 
one-size-fits-all approach to education 
failed to take into account the starkly 
different challenges that face urban, 
suburban and rural school districts.

Abinanti said like many Common Core 
advocates,  King was too quick to rely 
on the private sector, with its priority 

on profit over students and for failing 
to rely more on the state’s education 
professionals.

“I’m having a difficult time 
complimenting  him because I haven’t 
seen the benefits of his tenure,” Abinanti 
said. “I hate to be so negative.  I haven’t 
seen any.”

There were a few grudgingly positive 
comments. Putnam Valley High School 
Assistant Principal Sam Oliverio said that 
King stuck to his principles and didn’t 
waver.

“He made a lot of mistakes while 
commissioner,” Oliverio said. “At the 
same time, I give the man credit for being 
brave, standing by his principles and 
trying to push forward what he believes.”

Mount Pleasant Board of Education 
President James Grieco said King 
was preoccupied with implementing 

Common Core. While its goals  are 
laudable, its implementation has taken 
too much decision-making away from 
local districts. 

Grieco said the outgoing commissioner 
should have put more effort in eliminating 
state mandates in education.

McGaffey expressed concern that King 
would now be working at a national level 
after making many mistakes with the 
implementation of the Common Core 
and was worried about the larger scale 
implications of his promotion. 

“If you look at his track record in New 
York, it certainly wasn’t great,” McGaffey 
said. “It’s kind of scary, in a sense, to see 
someone get rewarded for that really poor 
level of implementation, and my only 
hope is that he’s learned a lot from his 
experience in New York.” 

Fox-Alter said she hopes King’s 
replacement is more willing to seek input 
from more stakeholders at the local level 
to create a stronger education system. 

“I would hope that the new 
commissioner would be a real practitioner, 
someone with solid experience in public 
education who knows how to collaborate 
with school boards, who are the elected 
officials of their local communities, and 
superintendents, who are responsible for 
executing the law,” Fox-Alter said. 

Janine Bowen and Neal Rentz 
contributed to this article.

State Commissioner of  Education Dr. John King 
during a recent visit to Putnam Valley.

Officials Offer Harsh Critique of Education Commissioner’s Tenure

EUFEMIA JEWELRY, INC.
FOR ALL OF YOUR JEWELRY DESIRES-

DIAMONDS, GOLD, SILVER
REPAIRS, BATTERY REPLACEMENTS

SERVING MT. PLEASANT SINCE 1987!
660 Columbus Ave. • Thornwood, NY 10594 • 914 747-0383

Rose Hill Shopping Center

Ann Settanni
GIA certificate-diamond appraisals 

30 years experience in designing jewelry
We give back to our community- 

founder of Special Kids of NY, a charity for  
children With special needs

We carry Bernardi, Charles Guarnier,  
Crislu, Fredic Duclos, Movado, Angelica, 

Endless, and special order watches
20% 
OFF

With this coupon  
*very few  
exclusions



December 16 - December 22, 2014 The Examiner4

“The village board’s motivation for 
approving this project was driven by tax 
variables rather than sound planning 
principals,” he said. 

Potenza disagreed with the village 
board’s position to oppose a sidewalk 
along the Washington Avenue side of 
the property. Village trustees concluded 
that they could not justify the expense 
of a sidewalk at this time and that any 
non-grass surface could be a liability 
for the village. Potenza said the use of a 
grassy walkway could create a dangerous 

situation for pedestrians. 
In addition, Potenza opposed the 

granting of a wetlands permit after 
listening to concerns voiced by the 
village’s Conservation Advisory Council. 
The permit allows two homes on the 
property to be built in the wetlands 
buffer, something that several residents 
said they were concerned about during 
public hearings earlier this year. 

He also was dissatisfied that the 
property would not feature on-site 
recreation, although the village will 
receive a payment of $340,000 from 
Toll Brothers to use toward recreation 

purposes. 
Mayor Peter Scherer said while there 

were many issues that confronted 
officials, on balance the project will be a 
benefit to Pleasantville.

“I think it’s a unanimous view of [the 
village] board that, amid the many issues 
that have been explored about it, it is a 
net substantial gain to the village, not 
only in terms of the new residents and 
the tax revenue…but also the fact that 
the Toll Brothers project will provide a 
shot in the arm to our recreation fund,” 
Scherer said at the Dec. 8 village board 
meeting two nights before final approval 

was granted. 
“We look forward to welcoming Toll as 

they develop that property and then, in 
a few years, the residents who will buy 
those [homes] and become Pleasantville 
residents,” he continued. 

Representatives for Toll Brothers said 
that the company is still in contract to 
buy the property and must complete the 
transaction. Construction on the site 
is expected to begin sometime in the 
spring. 

Toll Brothers’ 68-Unit Project Granted Final Approval in P’ville

continued from page 1

continued from page 1

New Castle Scheduled 
to Vote Thursday on 
Chap Crossing Rezone

property’s future despite being about a 
year away from completing the update 
of the town’s Master Plan. 

“When we know that this development 
is likely to create the traffic nightmare 
that it’s going to (cause), if I were you, I 
would want to follow a normal process, 
which is not ready, shoot, aim, but 
ready, aim, then shoot,” Lambert said.  

Councilman Jason Chapin responded 
that he wished the Master Plan had been 
completed already but a moratorium 
would not be the answer.

“It does frustrate me that the Master 
Plan was not completed earlier but I 
feel the proposal was in and we had an 
obligation to consider that proposal,” 
Chapin said, “and I don’t think we had 
legal grounds to institute a moratorium, 
and so I don’t think that the solution 
is to always go to court and spend 
hundreds of thousands, maybe millions 
of dollars, on lawsuits.”

Another Chappaqua resident, 
John Ehrlich, recited a list of failed 
supermarkets over the years on or near 
Route 117, including D’Agostino’s and 
two Grand Unions. He told the board 
that historically local residents haven’t 
supported food supermarkets because 
they prefer a more residential feel in 
their town.

However, Ehrlich said he was 
disturbed because it appeared that a 
majority of the board had made up its 
mind in favor of the rezone despite 
last year’s victorious candidates having 
promised to block the Chappaqua 
Crossing retail proposal until the 
Master Plan was updated.

“I’m very, very upset that a decision 
seems to have already been made, and I 
really hope that those on the board who 
seem to be taking a particular position 
will keep their promises,” he said.

Town Attorney Nicholas Ward-Willis 
told the board that the county planning 
department was generally supportive 
of Summit/Greenfield’s plan, although 
would have preferred to see the 
residences in closer proximity or placed 
on top of the retail establishments.
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By Martin Wilbur
After 40 years in the demanding 

restaurant business, Phil McGrath is 
ready for the next stage in his life.

The former Iron Horse Grill owner 
said last week that he is selling his 
interest in the Pony Express on 
Wheeler Avenue to devote all of his 
time to running the Culinary Arts and 
Management Program at Westchester 
Community College (WCC).

While he has been teaching at WCC 
for some time, first as an adjunct 
professor and more recently as a 
professor and has been spending more 
time at the college, McGrath said he 
couldn’t turn down the chance to run a 
department and build its reputation and 
visibility. 

It also helps that the seven-day-a-
week schedule required to operate a 
successful food service establishment 
doesn’t get any easier as you get older.

“When the opportunity arose at 
Westchester Community College, it 
seemed like a good fit for me,” McGrath 
said. “I really enjoy what I’m doing at 

WCC and I’m trying to take it to the 
next level.”

McGrath’s decision comes a year after 
he announced that he was selling the 
highly acclaimed Iron Horse Grill at 

the Pleasantville train station, which 
he opened in 1997, to his business 
partner Andrew Economos. Economos 
and another partner, Todd Albright, 
will continue to run the Pony Express, 
which is billed as healthy fast food.

Of course, there will be aspects of 
operating restaurants that McGrath 
said he will miss, such as the interaction 
with customers. 

“What you miss as a whole in the 
restaurant business is seeing the people 
every day, seeing them smile after 
they’ve had a good meal and you see 
that all the time,” he said.

However, McGrath won’t miss the 
sometimes unpredictable nature of the 
business, especially the factors that are 
outside of anyone’s control. No more 
worrying about whether the economy 
is tanking or soaring or if the weather 
forecasters are calling for a snowstorm, 
which usually curtails business.

“In the restaurant business, it if snows 
you’re not very happy because the 
people can’t get into your restaurant,” 
he said. “In the teaching business, if it 
snows you have the day off.” 

P’ville’s McGrath Leaves Restaurant Business for Academia

Former restaurateur Phil McGrath, left, pictured 
last year with former business partner and 
current Iron Horse Grill owner Andrew Economos, 
is selling his interest in the Pony Express on 
Pleasantville’s Wheeler Avenue.

Come Celebrate the Birth of the Christ 
at 

St. John’s Episcopal Church!
Christmas Eve Wednesday, 12/24
4pm: Children’s Christmas Pageant

10pm: Christmas Carols
10:30pm: Choral Eucharist

Christmas Day Thursday, 12/25
10AM:  Rite I Holy Eucharist  

8 Sunnyside Avenue, 
Pleasantville, NY 10570

(914) 769-0053
www.stjohnspleasantville.org 
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�w�i�t�h� �t�h�i�s� �c�o�u�p�o�n�.� �O�n� �m�o�s�t� �w�a�t�c�h�e�s�.
�N�o�t� �v�a�l�i�d� �w�i�t�h� �a�n�y� �o�t�h�e�r� �o�f�f�e�r�.

�C�A�S�H� �O�N�L�Y

�1�5�%� �O�f�f� 
�J�e�w�e�l�r�y� �P�u�r�c�h�a�s�e

�W�i�t�h� �t�h�i�s� �c�o�u�p�o�n�.
�N�o�t� �v�a�l�i�d� �w�i�t�h� �a�n�y� �o�t�h�e�r� �o�f�f�e�r�s�.

�$�5� �O�F�F� 
�A�n�y� �R�e�p�a�i�r� �o�f� �$�3�5� �o�r� �m�o�r�e

�W�i�t�h� �t�h�i�s� �c�o�u�p�o�n�.
�N�o�t� �v�a�l�i�d� �w�i�t�h� �a�n�y� �o�t�h�e�r� �o�f�f�e�r�s�.

A Perfect Piece for Every Occasion

In this season of sharing joy with family, friends, and neighbors, we’d 

like to encourage you to support your local businesses. Watch our 

“Shop Dine Expore – Enjoy Pleasantville” special on PCTV and 

pctv76.org for ideas. And as always, thank you for supporting PCTV.  

It’s all about you.

THINK LOCAL
SHOP LOCAL

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS
914-864-0878
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By Neal Rentz
The Mount Kisco Planning Board was 

receptive to a proposal from Open Door 
Family Medical Center last week for a 
second location in the village, although 
some members had doubts about the off-
street employee parking arrangement.

Open Door, which operates four 
facilities in Westchester, including one at 
30 W. Main St. in Mount Kisco, is seeking 
amended site plan and change of use 
approvals from the planning board to 
lease a 9,686-square-foot space formerly 
used by The Journal News at 185 Kisco 
Ave. Last used as offices and warehouse 
space by the newspaper, Open Door has 
proposed medical and dental offices at the 
location. 

The most controversial part of the 
proposal is Open Door’s parking plan. 
It has requested a variance to seek relief 
from the village code’s requirement of 55 
spaces at the 2.2-acre property. Instead, 
Open Door has proposed that 24 on-site 
spaces be used only by its patients and 
visitors to the property’s 125-space lot. 

Geraldine Tortorella, an attorney 
representing Open Door, told the 
planning board during its Dec. 9 meeting 
that the employees would park in the 
municipal lot on North Moger Avenue. 
Open Door would have up to 26 full-time 
employees at the new location, Tortorella 
said.

While board member Doug Hertz said 

he had no problem with the applicant’s 
parking request, two of his colleagues 
disagreed. Ralph Vigliotti said the 
municipal lot was a half-mile away from 
the location and some employees may be 
unwilling or unable to walk that distance, 
parking in the building’s lot instead, 
especially during bad weather.

Another board member, Peter 
Grunthal, said he was also skeptical of 
the proposed arrangement. He estimated 
the facility would need at least 40 parking 
spaces on site.

Tortorella responded that the village’s 
traffic consultant has not objected to their 
parking plan. She agreed to the board’s 
request to return with information about 
how employee parking works at Open 
Door’s other locations. 

“We need to get this together and find 
a solution,” Chairman Joseph Cosentino 
said.

The discussion was adjourned but no 
date was announced when Open Door 
and its representatives would return 
before the board. 

Open Door Medical Center Eyes Second Mount Kisco Site

Kisco Planners Make No Commitment to Boys & Girls Club Rezoning

Providing the Highest Quality Medical Care  
For You and Your Family Throughout  

Westchester, Putnam and Dutchess County

MOUNT KISCO CAMPUS:
90 & 110 South Bedford Road  n  34 South Bedford Road 
Mount Kisco, NY 10549-3412
MAIN: 914 n241n1050   
PEDIATRICS: 914 n242 n1580

www.mkmg.com

BRIARCLIFF MANOR:
INTERNAL MEDICINE:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-940-2500
PEDIATRICS:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-941-2129

CARMEL: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-278-7000

CORTLANDT MANOR:
GENERAL SURGERY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-739-2315
OB/GYN  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-739-1697

CROTON ON HUDSON:
INTERNAL MEDICINE / UROLOGY:  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-271-8700

FISHKILL:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-765-4990

HUDSON VALLEY HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:
ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-739-2121
UROLOGY .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-737-8675

JEFFERSON VALLEY:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-245-7700

KATONAH: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .KATONAH: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .KATONAH:  . 914-232-3135

MAHOPAC:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-248-5556

NORTHERN WESTCHESTER HOSPITAL OFFICE:
CANCER TREATMENT & WELLNESS CENTER 
914-242-2991

OSSINING:
INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-762-4141
ALLERGY / IMMUNOLOGY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-468-2590

PATTERSON:
INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-278-6625
PEDIATRICS  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-279-2323

PAWLING:
DERMATOLOGY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-855-5536
PODIATRY .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-855-1853

PEEKSKILL:
GASTROENTEROLOGY / INTERNAL MEDICINE
914-739-4800

POUGHKEEPSIE: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-471-3111

PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:  .PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:  .PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE: 845-279-2000

RYE:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-967-5539

SOMERS:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-277-4448

YORKTOWN HEIGHTS OFFICES:
1825 COMMERCE STREET .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-962-5060
1940 COMMERCE STREET 
     INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-962-5577
225 VETERANS ROAD
     SPECIALTIES  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-302-8059

URGENT CARE:
YORKTOWN:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-302-8060
CARMEL:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-278-7000

By Neal Rentz
The Mount Kisco Planning Board last 

week delayed its decision whether to 
recommend  the Boys & Girls Club of 
Northern Westchester's request to rezone 
of a portion of its property.

Planning board members said they 
wanted assurances that the 5.8 acres 
of the 12-acre property that is sought 
for recreation rezoning would not be 
developed in the future. 

The Boys & Girls Club has asked the 
village board to rezone the 5.8 acres from 
a multifamily designation to a recreational 
zone. The new zone could allow for 
construction of a field that could also be 
used for village recreation programs.

It also wants two small portions of the 
land--one  currently zoned multifamily 

residential and the other a low-density 
single-family designation--to be switched 
to the General Office District (OG) and 
add that land to the current OG property 
on the grounds. In that case, it could be 
sold in the future and potentially generate 
revenue for the club. 

The areas that have been proposed for 
a rezone are on the eastern portion of the 
property. 

Attorney Charles Martabano, 
representing the Boys & Girls Club, said 
without the rezoning between 45 and 55 
homes could be built on the 5.8 acres. 

If the OG zone was approved, only four 
homes could potentially be constructed 
on that portion of the acreage. 

Martabano said the club did not want 
the land formally preserved as open space 

because  then his client could not use it 
for recreation.

The village board is seeking the 
planning board's recommendation on the 
rezoning proposals.

One planning board member said he 
did not object to the request but wanted to 
make sure the land that is earmarked for 
recreation only be used for recreational 
purposes.

“I don’t have a problem with this," 
said board member Doug Hertz. "It’s a 
reasonable tradeoff.” 

Planning Board Chairman 
Joseph Cosentino said he and his 
colleagues weren't ready to make its 
recommendations to village trustees.

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
Geraldine Tortorella, an attorney representing 
Open Door Family Medical Center, addressed the 
Mount Kisco Planning Board on Dec. 9.
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Richard (Dick) Clarke Crabtree 
died peacefully on Dec. 12 at Calvary 
Hospital in the Bronx with his family by 
his side at the age of 84.

Crabtree was born on Oct. 3, 1930, 
in New Rochelle and raised there by his 
parents Joseph and Irene. He attended 
Iona Prep where he excelled in sports, 
especially track, setting multiple 
records, including in the 440-yard and 
220-yard dash, which stood for many 
decades. He attended both Notre Dame 
and Georgetown University where 
he studied business, and in 1952, he 
married Marjorie (Mimi) Hannon, a 
model, his childhood sweetheart and 
dedicated wife until his death.

Dick served in the U.S. Coast Guard 
in1953 and 1954 before entering the 
family automobile business, Crabtree 
Motors, where he took charge of the 
used car division and introduced the 
concept of certified pre-owned vehicles. 
He was hired by Ford Motor Company 
as northeast manager of Edsel Car 
Dealership Sales, and despite the short-
term success of the project, was proud 
that each of the dealerships that he 

established survived the Edsel debacle 
to become thriving businesses. 

Crabtree then worked as a bank 
executive at both Citibank and Marine 
Midland Bank, but eventually realized 
his true calling was to utilize his prolific 
people skills in the restaurant business.

He opened his first restaurant, 
Crabtree’s Plaza Inn in Crestwood in 
1974 to great critical acclaim, and then in 
1981, he purchased a popular landmark 
in Chappaqua, the Kittle House. He 
completely restored the building and the 
business as the preeminent restaurant 
and inn in Westchester County. 

Among his numerous community 
positions, Crabtree served as a 
commissioner of the Westchester County 
Police Board from 1978-1986; chairman 
of the Business School Advisory Board 
at Westchester Community College, 
trustee of the New Castle Historical 
Society; president of Chappaqua 
Rotary, director of Westchester/Putnam 
Girl Scouts of America; president of the 
Boys & Girls Club, Myrtle Beach; and as 
Prior to the Sovereign Military Order of 
the Knights Templar. He also served in 

the New York Guard from 1992 until he 
retired in 1999 as a brigadier general. In 
1984, Crabtree received the Westchester 
County Distinguished Service Award. 

He will be greatly missed by the 
multitudes whose lives he touched. No 

matter how many hats he wore, and 
uniforms he donned, Dick never lost his 
energy for life and compassion for the 
people around him, and wherever he 
walked, the world was at least a little bit 
brighter. He will be forever remembered 
as a man “larger than life” with a charm, 
wit, humor and compassion that were 
truly remarkable. 

He is predeceased by his brother, 
Robert, and sister Joan Mackin. He 
is survived by his wife, Mimi, seven 
children, 18 grandchildren, one great-
grandson and many loving nieces and 
nephews.

The family will receive friends and 
family at Cassidy Flynn Funeral Home 
in Mount Kisco on Thursday, Dec. 18 
from 7 to 9  p.m. and on Friday, Dec. 19 
from 2 to 4 p.m. and 7 to 9 p.m. A funeral 
service will take place at St. Patrick’s 
Church in Bedford on Saturday, Dec. 20 
at 9:45 a.m.

In lieu of flowers, please make 
donations to the Boys & Girls Club of 
Northern Westchester, the Salvation 
Army and Graymoor Spiritual Life 
Center.

Richard Crabtree, Owner of Chappaqua’s Kittle House, Dies at 84

Richard Crabtree

Advertise in The Examiner • 914-864-0878 • email advertising@theexaminernews.com



December 16 - December 22, 2014www.TheExaminerNews.com 9

By Janine Bowen
Two special visitors to the Westchester 

Table Tennis Center in Pleasantville last 
week hailed the facility as a venue that has 
contributed to the growth of the sport. 

Gordon Kaye, CEO of USA Table 
Tennis, the national governing body of 
U.S. Olympic Table Tennis, paid a visit 
to WTTC on Dec. 9 along with former 
Olympic participant Sean O’Neill. The 
visit was Kaye’s fourth to the center, which 
he referred to as a “Mecca” for the sport, 
since he became CEO. He joked that he 
practically ran from the Pleasantville 
train station to the Tompkins Avenue 
venue so he could start playing. 

“You walk into a facility like this and 
you just say ‘Wow,’” Kaye said. “Everything 
from the paint colors to the lighting to the 
environment to the activity, it’s just a fun 
place to be.” 

Last Tuesday marked the first visit 
to WTTC for O’Neill, who played for 
the U.S. Olympic Table Tennis Team 
in the 1988 and 1992 Games and was a 
member of the national team from 1983 
to 1995. Having played in table tennis 
facilities around the world, O’Neill said 
the problem with many clubs in America 
is that operators often try to cram as 
many tables as possible into the available 
space while limiting memberships to 
professionals. He said neither of those 
obstacles exist at WTTC, which is co-

owned by Pleasantville resident and New 
York Times crossword puzzle editor Will 
Shortz. 

Kaye and O’Neill noted that part of 
what makes the facility unique is that it’s 
open to players of all levels--from novice 
to professional--helping the sport to gain 
popularity. Kaye said table tennis can be 
played by people of any age and gender, 
making it accessible to a large portion of 
the population. 

Table tennis is also one of the few 
sports in the world where a young girl has 
a chance to defeat a grown man because 
problem-solving and reaction is key as 

opposed to strength, O’Neill said.
“There are so many benefits to this 

sport--brain development, fighting 
obesity, social skills. There are so many 
positive pieces that are a part of this 
sport,” Kaye said. 

O’Neill, who has been playing Ping-
Pong since he was eight, noted that it’s a 
good sport for families to play together 
and hopes that in the future parents will 
be as enthusiastic about signing their 
children up to play as they are for soccer 
and football. 

Kaye, who described himself as a 
mediocre player, said that since he began 

playing a few years ago, he has developed 
a passion for table tennis. A New York 
City native, Kaye recently moved to 
Colorado, near the USA Table Tennis 
headquarters in Colorado Springs. When 
he learned that the previous CEO of the 
organization would be stepping down, he 
sought the position. 

Kaye has worked in professional sports 
marketing and management for most of 
his adult life, including 10 years with the 
NHL. He knew the position would mix 
his past experience with his new passion. 

“It’s a perfect blend of my passion for the 
sport of table tennis and my experience as 
a sports marketer. The opportunities for 
this sport are endless,” he said. 

His job is to help develop and grow 
table tennis throughout the country, 
providing more opportunities for players 
to go to clubs, compete in tournaments 
and even become professionals. 

Kaye said there are more than four 
million Ping-Pong players in the country 
but USA Table Tennis has only 8,000 
members. He hopes to “bring the sport 
out of the basement” and encourage 
people to patronize facilities like WTTC. 

Once the business side of the sport is 
addressed and facilities are able to stay 
open year-round while making money, 
Kaye hopes to focus on programming, 
offering more opportunities for 
youngsters to compete on the world stage. 

USA Table Tennis Honcho Pays Visit to Sport’s P’ville ‘Mecca’

JANINE BOWEN PHOTO
The Westchester Table Tennis Center in Pleasantville was praised by USA Table Tennis CEO Gordon Kaye 
as helping to spur interest in Ping-Pong nationwide.
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Mount Kisco Police Department

Dec. 8: A 26-year-old Mount Kisco man 
was arrested at 1:05 a.m. on East Main Street 
and charged with third-degree assault, 
resisting arrest and fourth-degree criminal 
mischief. The suspect was involved in a 
fight with a 31-year-old Nanuet man. The 
complainant pressed charges but refused 
medical attention following the fracas.

Dec. 12: An employee at T.J. Maxx on 
Main Street called at 12:45 p.m. to report 
that a couple of purses and three wallets 
were stolen from the store sometime the 
previous day. Store management did not 
provide a description of the perpetrator. 
The surveillance video was sent to the 
store’s corporate offices, which will be in 
contact with police regarding the matter.

Dec. 12: Report of a male subject 
outside a downtown hair salon harassing 
customers at 6:39 p.m. 

Dec. 14: A 25-year-old Bedford man 
was arrested at 1:19 a.m. following a 

traffic stop on North Bedford Road. He 
was charged with aggravated DWI, DWI, 
unlicensed operation of a vehicle and 
driving an unregistered vehicle and issues 
summonses for a variety of vehicle and 
traffic law infractions.

Pleasantville Police Department
Dec. 5: A subject was arrested on King 

Street at 10:16 p.m. The investigation 
is ongoing; no further information is 
available at this time.

Dec. 8: A 20-year-old Elmsford 
woman and a 23-year-old Briarcliff man 

were arrested at 9:19 p.m. and charged 
with unlawful possession of marijuana, 
a violation, following a traffic stop on 
Bedford Road.

Dec. 9: Report of a possible larceny at the 
KenKen Puzzle Company on Washington 
Avenue at 12:59 p.m. 

Dec. 9: Report of criminal mischief at 
a Sarles Lane residence at 9:14 p.m. An 
unknown party damaged the lock of the 
house door.

North Castle Police Department
Dec. 6: A complainant reported at 2:22 

p.m. that he’s engaged in a verbal dispute 
with a customer at his Maple Avenue 
business. Officers responded to the call.

Dec. 6: A caller reported a suspicious 
individual was running on Main Street 
with a sharp instrument in his hand at 8:37 
p.m. The responding officer reported that 
the subject was locked out of his car and 
was going to attempt to gain access to the 
vehicle. He was running because of the rain.

Dec. 9: Staff at Cranberry Lake Preserve 
on Old Orchard Street reported at 2:38 
p.m. that three teenage girls engaged in a 
dispute are refusing to board the bus and 
are threatening to fight each other.

Dec.10: Report of an object obstructing 
a northbound lane on Route 22 near 
Nethermont Avenue at 7:28 a.m. The item 
turned out to be an exercise bike in the 
roadway. The item was removed.

Obituary
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Police Blotter

Suspect Nabbed in Mt. Kisco Gas Station Robberies
The man wanted in connection with 

robbing two Mount Kisco gas stations earlier 
this month and suspected of engaging in 
a crime spree across four counties was 
arrested by the FBI late last Wednesday.

Bernard Kilkenny, 34, of Wappinger Falls 
was taken into custody by state police at 
about 10:55 p.m. on Dec. 10 while travelling 
northbound on Route 9D in Dutchess 
County, police said. He was pulled over by 
a trooper who spotted that the pickup truck 
he was driving had a malfunctioning tail 
light. 

Police said that Kilkenny was in possession 
of the pair of gloves and BMX bicycle that 
were seen in multiple surveillance videos. 
He used the bike to flee the scene before 
getting into his truck, police said.

Kilkenny was later transferred to federal 
authorities because the businesses that were 
robbed are engaged in interstate commerce, 
authorities said.

The suspect is believed to have 
perpetrated 15 robberies in Westchester, 
Putnam, Orange and Dutchess counties 
since late October, mainly at gas stations 
and convenience stores. The two Mount 
Kisco robberies occurred on Dec. 1 about 
a half-hour apart at the BP Station at 120 
N. Bedford Rd. and the Shell station at 513 
Main St.

Kilkenny appeared at federal court 
in White Plains last Thursday and was 
detained.

--Martin Wilbur

Yvonne Toth
Yvonne Leclerc Toth of Chappaqua and 

formerly of the Bronx died on Dec. 6.  
She was 88.
Toth was the wife of the late Joseph A. 

Toth. She is survived by her son, Paul J. 
Toth and his spouse, Eric Wrubel, and her 
grandchildren, Olivia Wrubel and George 
Wrubel. She graduated St. Vincent’s 
Hospital School of Nursing in 1950 and 
worked at St. Vincent’s Hospital in New 
York City and later at Methodist Church 
Home in the Bronx.  

Visitation was on Dec. 10 and 11 
at Beecher Flooks Funeral Home in 
Pleasantville. A funeral Mass was held on 
Dec. 12 at Church of St. John and St. Mary 
(Upper Church) in Chappaqua followed 
by burial at Gate of Heaven Cemetery in 
Hawthorne.
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MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO
Last Saturday, Brew & Co. in Bedford Hills, a  store that specializes in micro and craft 
breweries with an emphasis on local  products, celebrated the grand opening  of  its new 
1,500-square-foot location at 532 Bedford Rd. featuring a custom-built craft beer tap 
room and bottle shop. It is the only store in the area where you can enjoy one of  12 beers 
on tap or take a growler to-go. 

By Martin Wilbur
The North Castle Town Board 

approved the 2015 town budget last 
week making a few adjustments that 
lowered the tax rate increase to about 
2.4 percent.

Next year’s $30.7 million budget, 
which includes special districts, 
includes money for the town to hire 
two additional police officers. That 
would bring the police department’s 
manpower to 33 officers. 

The increase in the tax levy is roughly 
$250,000 under the tax cap, said Town 
Administrator Joan Goldberg.

“I think it’s a fairly sound budget,” 
Supervisor Michael Schiliro said. “The 
department heads have worked hard to 
put their budget together. We continue 
to work hard on it. It’s a 12-month 
process when we’re doing budgeting.”

Before the close of the public hearing 
and prior to the budget’s adoption, 
Schiliro announced several revenue 
projection or expenditure adjustments 
for 2015 that is expected to lower the 
tax rate increase from the original 2.97 
percent to 2.4 percent.

Schiliro asked the board to consider 
bumping up the mortgage tax revenue 
line from $650,000 to $675,000 

and the sales tax revenue from $1.5 
million to $1.55 million. The 2014 
numbers are expected to exceed those 
figures--$800,000 for mortgage tax 
and about $1.7 million for the sales 
tax--but officials wanted to budget 
conservatively, Schiliro said.

Another minor change was lowering 
the cost of the bond that will pay for 
the purchase of the 73-acre Levene 
property to be kept as open space in the 
town’s eastern district from $100,000 to 
$70,000. The reduced down payment 
is because officials wanted to pursue 
a longer-term bond with interest rates 
still at historically low levels. The town 
is expected to close on that property 
today (Tuesday).

Schiliro said as the economy has 
slowly improved, the town’s fund 
balance has soared to about $7.5 
million, allowing the board to consider 
paying for various capital expenditures, 
such as the extensive road repaving. 
Five years ago the fund balance stood at 
a little more than $400,000, forcing the 
town to adopt a policy that would make 
a contribution to that line each year.

Despite the tax rate increase, board 
members concluded the hike is a 
reasonable sum that allows the town the 

ability to do much-needed work.
“I think it’s an increase we can live 

with, and next year we’ll get done what 
we want  to get done with the roads 
and some of our large projects,” said 
Councilman Stephen D’Angelo.

Schiliro said that he has been working 

on a multiyear budget plan that will 
help the town project finances for about 
a five-year period. 

A citizens finance committee is 
currently working on helping the town 
board formulate a road paving plan, he 
said.

North Castle Approves Budget With 2.4% Tax Increase

By Neal Rentz
The Mount Pleasant Town Board last 

week approved the municipality’s $43 
million 2015 budget that adheres to the 
property tax cap and contains no layoffs.

The board unanimously approved next 
year’s spending plan with a property tax 
levy increase of 1.56 percent. Residents 
living in the average assessed house in 
town will pay an additional $10 in local 
property taxes.

Total spending will be about $300,000 
higher than this year. Increases in 
employee pension and health care costs 
account for most of the spending hike.

No residents spoke during the second 
and final public hearing on next year’s 
budget during the board’s Dec. 9 
meeting.

In the final week before approval, the 
board decided against including money 

in the budget at this time to hire three 
new police officers. Police Chief Paul 
Oliva Jr. made the request last month. 

“We haven’t made any decision yet,” 
Supervisor Carl Fulgenzi said last week. 
“The chief is not pushing it.” 

He added that the town board would 
review Oliva’s proposal in the future.

Oliva said during budget deliberations 
that the officers were needed because of 
additional development in the town. 
He pointed to consolidation of the 
Pace University campus, which will 
eventually include the closing of the 
college’s Briarcliff campus and moving 
all the student residents to Pleasantville, 
the opening of the EF International 
school in Valhalla that’s scheduled for 
September and Regeneron’s two five-
story office buildings set to open in 
Hawthorne.

Mt. Pleasant Budget Meets Tax Cap; 
Modest Hike for Taxpayers in ‘15

Pleasantville Considers New Site for 
Residents to Interact With Officials
By Janine Bowen

Pleasantville officials are considering 
whether to create a new website 
that would allow residents to easily 
communicate with village trustees about 
topics of concern. 

Neil Baron, a new resident in the 
village, has proposed the site Speak Out 
Pleasantville, where the public could pose 
questions and comments on a variety of 
issues, such as road quality and parking. 
The comments would then be sent 
directly to village trustees. 

Issues posted on the website would 
be pre-selected by Baron, but the village 
board would have the option to add to 
the list at any time. In addition to relaying 
messages, the website would also track and 
graph the volume of e-mails submitted on 
each issue, enabling officials to determine 
the topics of greatest interest. 

“The amount of participation that 
you get through this website is directly 
correlated to how easy it is to use,” said 
Baron. “What this can do is just tell you 
which issues people are most concerned 
about and why.” 

Baron said he has also presented a 
similar site to the Town of North Castle 
and believes officials there are receptive 
to the idea. 

Baron, who has been building the site 

over the past two years, explained that the 
long-term goal is to have residents use it 
as a forum for community conversations 
about important issues. He said media 
members could also be given access to 
the website to keep their fingers on the 
community's pulse.  

The cost to the village would be 
negotiable, he said. Baron hopes to 
attract investors, which would make the 
site a larger-scale operation that could 
eventually be used to put constituents in 
touch with legislators in Washington.

Although residents can leave 
comments and questions on the village's 
current website, Speak Out Pleasantville 
would also allow trustees to gauge public 
sentiment about a specific issue at a 
particular time. 

The site, which is still in its early phase, 
currently cannot be embedded in the 
village website. Baron said the village 
would need to send an e-mail blast with 
the link to the site to spread the word with 
residents. 

Trustee Colleen Griffin-Wagner said 
the village does not have e-mail addresses 
on file for all residents and wouldn't feel 
comfortable giving that information out. 
Baron explained that the e-mail addresses 
gathered would be kept securely. 

Good Brew, Good Company
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What do the following people have in 
common?

A 12-year-old girl who broke her leg 
while skating on a backyard pond.

A family of five--a husband, wife and 
their three sons--who lost their home in 
a tragic fire.

A 30-year-old man struggling with 

heroin addiction.
An 82-year-old man, confined to bed 

and suffering from dementia.
When these people needed help the 

most and their lives, health and/or homes 
were at risk, they all received support 
from other neighbors, potentially like 
you, who serve as volunteer firefighters 
and EMTs at the Armonk Fire 
Department.

I’ve lived in Armonk for 14 years 
and never thought much about 
the fire department. For me, it was 
simply an especially nice, seemingly 
oversized building across from Nick’s 
Corner Market on Bedford Road. The 
department was filled with strangers-
-people I’d never met before--who 
responded to emergencies. None of my 
friends were members.

But, after getting my EMT license 
and joining the department, I learned 
that the department’s members reflect 
the diversity of our town--women and 

men; senior citizens and high school 
students; Christians, Jews and Muslims; 
shopkeepers, consultants, contractors 
and bankers.

The fire department is a place where 
I could actually perform, not just 
contribute to, community service, really 
make a difference in people’s lives and 
develop meaningful relationships with 
other people who live in Armonk.

If these things are important to you, 
then you owe it to yourself to learn more 
about the fire department. To help with 
that, the department is hosting two open 
houses, Tuesday, Jan. 6 at 7 p.m. and 
Saturday, Jan. 10 at 10 a.m. 

We’d like you to stop by. We’d like 
to meet you. We’d like to answer your 
questions. We’d like you to join us so 
that, together, we can make a difference 
in our town.

Adam Barnett
Armonk

By Catherine Borgia
This week, the Board of Legislators 

passed a $1.76 billion budget for 2015. 
This budget is bad for the people of 
Westchester because it contains excessive 
borrowing for operating expenses that 
will yield big tax hikes, which will be paid 
with interest, for taxpayers in years to 
come. 

Borrowing for operating expenses is 
like using your credit cards to pay your 
rent.  It should only be done in the direst 
of circumstances. Holiday spending is the 
perfect metaphor for this type of budget: 
it feels good now but will cost dearly in 
the near future.

Independent watchdogs like the 
Citizens Budget Advisory Committee 
noted the structural imbalance in this 
“borrow from tomorrow” budget when 
it was first submitted to the Board of 
Legislators in November by County 
Executive Astorino.  Their report 
cautioned that an unprecedented reliance 
on borrowing and “one-shot” revenue 
sources to fund current year operating 
expenses was leading Westchester County 
to a dangerous, fiscally irresponsible 
future.

There is upwards of $25 million in 
borrowing in the 2015 budget, including 
pension costs, raises and purchase of 
equipment normally paid for on a pay-
when-you-purchase basis. The county 
executive’s budget also included  $5 million 
to replace lost Community Development 
Block Grant funding from the federal 
government for our communities (thanks 
to his intransigence in complying with 
the housing settlement), and “any 

other borrowing permitted by law” for 
operating expenses, according to the 
county’s budget staff.  This is the very type 
of borrowing that lead to New York City’s 
financial crisis in the 1970s.

There are one-shot revenue sources, 
such as depleting $6 million of the 
E911 fund, which is paid for by people 
on their cell phone bills. Perhaps the 
biggest omission in the budget is not 
including money for future labor contract 
settlements. All of these costs must be 
burdened by taxpayers in the near future.

These types of gimmicks and short-
sighted actions defy the principles of 
good budgeting. Yet they are the result 
of a “borrow and spend” budget that 
offloads the responsibility for today’s 
spending on to tomorrow’s taxpayers. 
The proposed budget offered no new or 
innovative program to increase revenue, 
share services or find additional ways of 
conducting the county’s business more 
efficiently.

And instead of working with one of 
the two operations who are willing to 
enter into a public-private relationship to 
run Playland in 2015, the administration 
instead decided to pay an outside 
consultant $100,000 to study the 
park, thereby once again delaying the 
opportunity to make the park profitable 
for Westchester.

Democratic legislators offered $10 
million in spending cuts to offset this 
massive borrowing and begin to make a 
down payment on a structurally balanced 
budget. Unfortunately, only a fraction 
of these cuts are included in the final 
budget. This $10 million would have 

forestalled the raid on the E911 reserve 
and eliminated the need for borrowing 
for tax certioraris.

I applaud all of my colleagues on 
both sides of the aisle for working 
collaboratively to try to improve this 
budget. The borrowing for tax certioraris 
was reduced to $5 million; funding 
was restored to 2014 levels for Title XX 
Childcare, a program the keeps low-
income families in the labor force and 
off of more expensive mandated public 
assistance; a wasteful bond act to fill 
potholes on county roads was replaced 
with the restoration of a road crew that 
will stay on top of road maintenance and 
save taxpayers money in future years; 
and funding was increased for alternative 
programs to juvenile incarceration, which 
saves taxpayers money and reduces 
recidivism drastically. I am pleased 
that the Democratic caucus was able to 
negotiate to keep these priorities in the 
final budget.

Elected officials have an obligation to 
consider the long-term consequences of 
any government policy or program and its 
cost to taxpayers, and to find innovative, 
affordable ways to pay those costs. Living 
off the county’s credit is just as reckless as 
living off your family’s credit card.

Due to the structurally imbalanced 
nature of the 2015 county budget, with its 
unsustainable “borrow from tomorrow” 
strategy, I could not in good conscience 
vote for it.

Catherine Borgia (D-Ossining) is the 
Westchester County Board of Legislators’ 
majority leader.

Guest Column

Correction
A story in last week’s issue (“Shopping 

Center Proposal to Be Referred to Mt. 
Pleasant Planners”) incorrectly quoted 
Mount Pleasant Supervisor Carl Fulgenzi 
about the type of businesses he wanted to 
see in a shopping center being proposed 
for Columbus Avenue. His comments 
should have stated that stores in the new 
location would need to be unique and not 
duplicate what’s currently offered in the 
Rose Hill Shopping Center, and he did 
not want the existing businesses harmed. 
The Examiner regrets the error.
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By Martin Wilbur
One of the best compliments Yiota 

Georgiou has heard as the co-owner 
of Mount Kisco Coach Diner was a 
customer saying that she stopped by for 
a cup of coffee to look at the beautiful 
flowers outside.

Now customers aren’t the only ones 
recognizing Georgiou and her husband, 
Frank, for the landscaping of their 
property.

Last month the Mount Kisco 
Beautification Committee honored 
the couple with its Decade of Flowers 
Award for the effort to make the village 
a beautiful place to live, shop and eat for 
the past 10 years.

The award is extra special because 
in May the Georgious unveiled their 
expanded diner after having run into 
all sorts of roadblocks to get the project 
approved. Through it all, the landscaping 
never ceased.

“It feels good, actually, because it took 
so many years, especially now that it took 
us so long to make this place look the 
way it is,” said Yiota Georgiou. “When 
you hear people say ‘Good job,’ we’re like 
little kids.”

Yiota Georgiou is actually the half of 
the husband-and-wife team who is most 
responsible for the array of plantings and 
flowers that are on display each spring. 
She picks out everything to be placed 
around the outside of the restaurant. 
Then, with the help of the family’s home 
landscaper, they figure out the best 
arrangement.

For Georgiou, who used to work in real 

estate in Long Island before the couple 
moved to Westchester, she learned years 
ago that first impressions are always 
important.

“To me, I think it important because 
it’s not only serving food and making 
money and let the people go, you have 
to be comfortable and enjoy it, which is 
a lot for us. I know how that feels,” she 
said. “We’re a small community here, we 
know the people, and all that, and it’s 
like their home. Their home away from 
home.”

Frank Georgiou said that it’s important 
to make the dining. The community 

has supported them for more than two 
decades and they want to give back. The 
couple took over as sole owners about 
seven years ago.

“We appreciate it,” he said. “We’re part 
of this community and it’s our livelihood. 
and we’ve been here 21 years.”

Come spring, if you pass by the Mount 
Kisco Coach Diner, be sure to check out 
the landscaping. Yiota Georgiou said she 
planted tulips last month and is looking 
forward to them sprouting next year.

“It’s a pleasure that I get that I can’t 
explain to you with words,” she said.

Mt. Kisco Diner Owners Honored By Village for Beautifying Site 

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

Yiota Georgiou, second from left, and husband 
Frank, third from right, co-owners of  the Mount 
Kisco Coach Diner, are surrounded by members 
of  the village’s Beautification Committee who 
presented the couple with the Decade of  Flowers 
Award on Nov. 5. Join us for our  45th holiday season!

12/15-12/23 10am-7pm -Sundays 12/14 & 21 12-5 pm, Open Christmas Eve 10am-4pm

IF YOU’RE
LOOKING FOR 
SOMETHING

MODERATELY
PRICED, OR 

MAYBE A
LITTLE MORE
LAVISH AND

UNIQUE

AT LIMITED
UNLIMITED
JEWELERS,
YOU CAN

ALWAYS EXPECT
TO FIND WHAT

YOU SEEK.
AFTERALL, WE’VE

BEEN AT THIS
FOR A WHILE.

8A South Moger Avenue, Mt. Kisco, NY 10549 • (914) 241-2232

AT LIMITED

Bill Primavera, “The Home Guru” Realtor, and the Ghost of Ebenezer White
Cordially Invite You to a Tag Sale of Antiques, Bric-a-Brac and Furnishings

ONE DAY ONLY:  Saturday, December 20
HOURS:  10 am to 3 pm (No preview hours)
ADDRESS: 2718 Hickory St.,Yorktown Heights
TERMS:  Cash or Check Only
FOR SALE: From the collections of The Home Guru
and Mrs. Guru: antique furnishings, paintings, prints,
china, glass, old toys, antiuqe kitchen utensils, linens,
quilts, bric-a-brac, books, antique cameras, vinyl records,
other odds and ends and fun giveaways. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Call the Guru at
914-522-2076.

*William “Bill” Primavera is a Licensed RE Salesperson, William Raveis Real Estate,1820 Commerce Street,Yorktown Heights, NY 10598, 914-245-0460.
www.raveis.com. Learn more about Bill Primavera, “The Home Guru” Realtor, at: www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com. Visit his blog at: TheHomeGuru.com.

*
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Sponsored by the Mount Kisco Chamber of Commerce 

Holidays in Mt.Kisco
Your neighborhood merchants invite you to “SHOP LOCAL”

FREE HOLIDAY PARKING in all municipal parking lots &
2 hour street meters.  Spots will be marked with Holiday Bags!

Monday, December 8th - Thursday, January 1st

By Martin Wilbur
It’s no wonder that the annual 

Christmas Pageant at the Presbyterian 
Church of Mount Kisco is one of the 
most popular events and well-attended 
Sunday services of the year.

The church’s annual tradition, 
typically held the Third Sunday in 
Advent, features children from the 
congregation and the religious school 
who take part in a production that tells 
some aspect of the story of Christmas.

Last Sunday, the pews were filled with 
parishioners and families and this year’s 
presentation, “The Twelve Days of 
Christmas,” saw 58 children participate 
and plenty of proud parents taking 
photos and videos.

“This is, to them, not your typical 
Christmas pageant,” said Linda Carelli, 
one of the show’s two choreographers. 
“Every year it gets more and more 
special.”

For the last seven years, Carelli has 
been joined by her co-choreographer 
Rebecca Wassem and director 
Denise Ashlynd to present a different 
production. Ashlynd said sometimes 
they have written original works.

“It’s just our gift,” she said. “We 
volunteered our time for all these years.”

All of the children, between the ages 
of 3 and 17, are from the congregation 
and being able to pull together the 

extensive number of parts was impressie 
. Ashlynd said that they start planning 
the show during the summer, but with 
everyone’s schedules they are able to 
hold only about five or six rehearsals in 
the final month.

Pastor Dr. Dale Southorn said the 
pageant, which rivals Easter as the 
most popular Sunday of the year at the 
church, said the program places the 
emphasis on children and families. He 
said he’s encouraged by the vast number 
of youngsters and young families within 
the congregation’s ranks when he looks 
around the sanctuary.

“If puts the children front and center, 
and to put all of this energy, and let all 
of their energy come forward to tell the 
Christmas story as only children can,” 
Southorn said of the pageant. “This is 
what I’m most excited about. It shows 
the energy of this congregation and the 
number of young families that we have.”

On Sunday, the congregation was 
joined by television chef  and Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo’s significant other, 
Sandra Lee, who lives within walking 
distance of the church.

But while Lee was in attendance, the 
emphasis remained on the children and 
the work they and Ashlynd, Carelli and 
Wassem had put into the production. 
All three will be handing over the reins 
of the pageant to a new group. Southorn 

said he’s confident that it will remain 
successful.

“We have many other talented people 
here,” he said. “They’ll step up and put 
together a program.”

Carelli said for her and her two co-
collaborators having been responsible 

for the pageant over the past seven years 
they’ve been able to watch their own 
children and others mature.

“We’ve seen them sort of come to 
fruition and go from little ones and sort 
of graduate,” she said.

Christmas Pageant a Big Hit at Presbyterian Church of Mt. Kisco

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO
Close to 60 children perform “The Twelve Days of  Christmas” on Sunday morning at the annual 
Christmas Pageant at the Presbyterian Church of  Mount Kisco.
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By Janine Bowen
Pleasantville officials agreed last 

week to revise parking regulations and 
consider new strategies on Grove Street 
to ease the increasingly difficult parking 
issues on the road. 

Several homeowners met with village 
trustees Monday night to express their 
frustration at the number of cars parked 
by non-residents that block driveways, 
effectively trapping them in their own 
houses. 

Some drivers also violate the two-hour 
parking limit, exacerbating the problem, 

residents said. Under the current local 
law, residents cannot ask that a car be 
towed by the village unless it has been 
parked in the same place for more than 
three days or if it is an impediment in an 
emergency. 

“There are older people on our street 
that may have an emergency and need 
to get out of their driveway, there are 
mothers that have to go to school to pick 
up their kids, there are people that like 
to eat once in a while…there’s got to 
be a better answer,” said resident Roger 
Pollak. 

Although the village cannot use its 
towing service to remove a vehicle that 
is blocking a driveway for a few hours, 
Village Administrator Patricia Dwyer 
said she would seek a legal opinion to 
determine whether residents have that 
right. She also said she would draw up 
several plans that include lines showing 
where parking in front of driveways is 
illegal. 

Pollak said he believes the sudden 
influx of cars parking on the street 
has to do with “appointment frenzy.” 
Drivers are often in a hurry to make 

their appointments at nearby doctors’ 
offices or movies at the Jacob Burns Film 
Center and opt to park on Grove Street 
rather than use a metered spot. 

“We’re just concerned that, as the 
vibrancy of the village increases, Grove 
Street is going to continue to be viewed 
as a parking lot,” said resident Juliette 
Saisselin.

Several residents pointed out that 
when they spoke to people who were 
parking illegally on the street, drivers 
said their decision wasn’t necessarily 
because of convenience, but because it is 
free. Some homeowners said they have 
even seen merchants and employees 
park on the street all day as opposed to 
using the spaces with 12-hour parking 
meters. 

Resident Evelyn Latella suggested 
that regulations on the street could be 
changed to prohibit parking from 9 to 11 
a.m., which should prevent people going 
to work from parking their car for the 
entire day.

Mayor Peter Scherer acknowledged 
that the fine for violating the two-hour 
parking limit should be increased from 
the current $20 as a deterrence. In 
addition, trustees said that they would 
speak with Police Chief Richard Love 
to enforce the parking regulations 
more randomly. Many residents said 
they believe drivers have familiarized 
themselves with the current enforcement 
pattern to avoid being ticketed. 

In addition to the parking issue, 
residents voiced concern about the way 
cars speed down Grove Street and use 
it to turn around and exit back onto 
Manville Road. Also, when leaves or 
snow are on the ground, it is difficult for 
two vehicles to pass each other while cars 
are parked on both sides of the street. 

Some residents suggested that parking 
regulations be modified to allow parking 
on only one side of the street. Others 
suggested that Grove Street should 
have one-way traffic, although those 
in attendance weren’t unanimous in 
their support of either suggestion. Most 
residents, however, favored placing a 
speed table on the road to create safer 
driving conditions. Dwyer said that 
she would look into the possibility of 
installing a speed table on the street. 

Trustee Colleen Griffin-Wagner 
advised Grove Street residents to reach 
a consensus about the changes they are 
seeking to alleviate the parking problem.  

New Grove Street Parking Regulations Weighed in P’ville
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Happy Holidays!
A Very Healthy 

& Happy Holiday Season to 
all our Customers

25% OFF 
Any 1 Item

With this coupon
1 coupon per customer.

Excludes Weber and special orders. Cannot be 
combined with any other offer. Expires 12/31/14.

Chappaqua Paint & Hardware

STORM SUPPLY CENTER!

59 S. Greeley Ave • Chappaqua, NY 10514
914.861.2777 •Fax: 914.861.2775

www.ChappaquaPandH.com

Old Stone Trattoria
Brick Oven Pizza 

& Restaurant
 425 King St. Chappaqua, NY 10514 

914-238-8822 
914-238-8824

www.oldstonetrattoria.com

Let Us Cater Your 
Holiday Event

We wish you a  Happy and 
Healthy Holiday Season

Dine in, Take out, Delivery.

Sinapi’s Bakery & Cafe
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�H�o�u�r�s�:�	�C�h�r�i�s�t�m�a�s�	�D�a�y�	�f�r�o�m�	�	�7�a�m�-�2�p�m�,�	�N�e�w�	�Y�e�a�r�s�	�7�a�m�-�2�p�m

�P�l�a�c�e�	�A�l�l�	�Y�o�u�r�	
�H�o�l�i�d�a�y�	�O�r�d�e�r�s�	�N�o�w

 Sinapi's Bakery Wishes You 
& Your Family a Happy 

Holiday & Happy New Year

�H�a�p�p�y�	�H�o�l�i�d�a�y�s�	�f�r�o�m

�B�a�t�o�n�n�a�g�e
�W�i�n�e�	�B�a�r�	�&�	�C�a�f�Ž

�9�1�4�.�7�6�9�.�4�0�4�0
10 Marble Ave • Pleasantville, NY 10570

�b�a�t�o�n�n�a�g�e�w�i�n�e�b�a�r�@�g�m�a�i�l�.�c�o�m
www.batonnagewinebar.com • Like us on Facebook!

Fine European 
Hair Design

12 Marble Avenue • Pleasantville, NY 10570
914-769-8262

www.eurospasalon.net

Happy Holidays from
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Treat Mom to cupcakes 
this Mother’s Day!

Order ahead for Cupcake Bouquets, Cupcake Cakes, 
Cookies! Or stop by for delicious, beautiful cupcakes: 
Strawberry, Lemon Lavender, Red Velvet, Chocolate 
Flourless, Chocolate Raspberry Dream, and more.
 
19 Washington Avenue, Pleasantville
flourandsunbakery.com • 914.495.3232 
Find us on Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest & Instagram

Happy Holidays from 
Flour & Sun Bakery!
We have some great gifts for 

family, friends and clients this 
Holiday Season.

Mini Gingerbread Houses that 
also � t on the side of a mug, 

we can even personalize them 
with your loved ones names.

Also Cake Pop and Cupcake Gift 
boxes for Hanukkah 

and Christmas!
Call the bakery or visit our 

website for more information.

“Bringing your Hair to Life Since 1982” 

Follow us on Facebook at Fred’s Hair Salon

Katonah Shopping Center  • 270 Katonah Ave.  Katonah. 
(914) 232-5201

www.fredshairsalon.com
Tues. -Wed.- Fri. 9-6 Thurs. 9-7, Sat. 8-5 

Walk-ins 
Welcome

Simply the Best Bagels 
You’ll Find!

480 East Main Street
Mt. Kisco • 241-0606

BUY 1 DOZ. BAGELS GET
6 FREE

With this coupon • Limit one per customer • Not to be
combined with other off ers. Expires 12/31/14

Mt. Kisco Bagel Co. • Mt. Kisco • 241-0606

CHAPPAQUA
22 S. Greeley Avenue

Chappaqua, NY 10514
914-238-5600

WISHING YOU A HAPPY
& HEALTHY 

HOLIDAY SEASON
FROM

ServingÊWestchesterÊforÊover16Êyears.Ê
GemologistÊ&ÊGoldsmithÊonÊPremises.ÊClosedÊSundaysÊ&ÊMondays

238ÊSawÊMillÊRiverÊ(Rt.Ê100)Ê-ÊMillwood,ÊNY
(JustÊsecondsÊoff ÊtheÊMillwoodÊexitÊÊof ÊtheÊTaconicÊParkway)
914-944-1495ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊMateroFineJewelry.com

ALEXÊSEPKUSÊTRUNKÊSHOW
ThursdayÊDecemberÊ18thÊandÊFridayÊDecemberÊ19th

475 Main Street • Armonk, NY 10504
914-273-5222

Hours: Mon-Fri 8am-6pm
Sat-8am-5:30pm • Sun. Closed

Holiday Orders now being taken for 
Hanukkah and Christmas!

Village Prime meats
OF armONK

226 Main Street • Mt Kisco NY 10549
914 218-8026

Men ~ Women~ Children
Hair Cuts• Eurohighlights (balayage)

Relaxers • Perms • Reconstructing • Weaving
Keratin Treatment • Waxing • Manicures and pedicures

Skin Care • Facials • Body Waxing •Massage

Now 
Open ! 

Available for 
special occasions

Gift certifi cates 
Available

GRAND OPENING SALE
20% OFF

Mon, Tues, Wed
Color, Highlights, Perms

10% OFF
Mon, Tues, Wed

Manicure, Pedicure

Merry Christmas 
and Happy 

Holidays from 
everyone at

 Examiner Media!

Now Open!

Dollar Shoppe and More

720 North Bedford Road
Bedford Hills NY 

(next to Bedford Bagels, 
across from Shoprite)

914 864-0638

Balloons • Gift Bags
Greeting Cards

Candles
Holiday Items

Jewelry and Accessories
Health and Beauty items

Cleaning supplies
Candy and Snacks

Toys and party goods

Join us for our Grand Opening Ribbon Cutting
Wednesday December 17th at 5:30 pm

10% OFF
 Any purchase 

over $10
Expires 12/24/14

IreneÕsÊHairÊSalon

OPEN: Tues-Thurs 9:30-5, Fri 9:30-7, Saturday 9-5, Closed Sunday

Now Open 
Mondays 10-5 914-495-3010

16 Marble Avenue, Pleasantville, NY

With this ad

$10 OFF
COLOR

$2.00 OFF Any Haircut 
with this ad

$10 OFF

�2�0�0�	�E�a�s�t�	�M�a�i�n�	�S�t�r�e�e�t
�M�o�u�n�t�	�K�i�s�c�o�,�	�N�Y�	�1�0�5�4�9
�E�n�t�r�a�n�c�e�	�L�o�c�a�t�e�d�	�R�e�a�r�	�o�f�	�B�u�i�l�d�i�n�g

�P�h�o�n�e�	�(�9�1�4�)�	�6�6�6�-�2�1�2�1
�E�m�a�i�l�:�	�r�e�i�n�i�n�g�c�a�t�s�d�o�g�s�@�a�o�l�.�c�o�m

�W�e�b�s�i�t�e�:�	�w�w�w�.�R�C�D�W�e�s�t�c�h�e�s�t�e�r�.�c�o�m
�C�h�e�c�k�	�u�s�	�o�u�t�	�o�n�	�f�a�c�e�b�o�o�k�:

�f�a�c�e�b�o�o�k�.�c�o�m�/�R�e�i�n�i�n�g�C�a�t�s�A�n�d�D�o�g�s

• Training
• Raw & 
�	�	�	�O�r�g�a�n�i�c�	�F�o�o�d
• Boutique

• Grooming
• Doggy Day 
�	�	�	�C�a�r�e
• Sleepovers

Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00

�M�o�n�d�a�y� �D�e�c�e�m�b�e�r� �2�2�n�d� �-� �O�p�e�n� �1�0�:�0�0� �-� �1�0�:�0�0

Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00
Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00

Everything you need for baby showers, birthdays,  
holidays &“just because” 

Starting 2015 we will be hosting the following in our community room: 

Toddler Yoga, Music, Childbirth Classes,  Child/Infant CPR, Birthday Parties & More

774 N. Bedford Road
Bedford Hills, NY 10507

(914) 242-4685

Store Hours:
Mon-Sat: 9:30-6PM

Sun: 10-4PM

Bring in or mention this ad and receive $5 off your purchase!
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After the death of a loved one 
and divorce, moving is the third 
greatest stress producer in life. 
Certainly by this age, I should be 
able to recognize diversionary 
tactics when applied to myself, 
but I failed completely on the 
morning that our movers were 
scheduled to arrive. There I was 
at my bathroom mirror with a 
sudden urge to fashion a new 
hairstyle for myself.  

The night before, weary from 
packing to the point where 
I was mixing china with a 
hammer and a canister vacuum 
cleaner in the same box, I 
glanced up at the television and 
noticed a sportscaster with his 
hair attractively slicked straight back and 
wondered how that style might look on 
me.

After shaving, I wet my hair, dousing it 
with baby oil that must have been in the 
medicine cabinet since my grown daughter 
was an infant. I then sought out my wife, 
Margaret, for an opinion, asking if I might 
not have taken too much a styling risk. 

“Does it make me look like Bela Legosi 
when he played Dracula?” I asked, trying 
to cut the tension of the situation upon us.

Far from being amused, Margaret 
upbraided me, astonished that I was 
fussing with my hair when we were less 

than 75 percent packed with 
the movers fast on our heels. I 
immediately hopped to the task 
at hand and tore into the boxes, 
wrapping paper and bubble 
wrap that Phil D’Erasmo of 
Advantage Moving had left for 
us in copious amounts the week 
before.

Our situation was particularly 
challenging for any mover 
because not all the contents of 
our home were to be moved. 
Only about one-third was to 
go to our new home, one-third 
was staying in our current 
home and business setting and 
the remainder was to be set 
aside for a big tag sale the week 

after the move. Picking and choosing what 
goes where would be enough to drive any 
homeowner nuts, much less the mover 
having to conduct such a separation of 
someone else’s treasures and junk.

When the moving crew from Advantage 
arrived, a team of four led by a young man 
named Dmitry Gogin, we apologized for 
not being quite ready for prime time and 
promised that we would continue packing 
alongside them. 

“No problem,” said Gogin with great 
assurance and a big smile. To me, a good 
attitude in the midst of chaos is worth 
at least double any tip I had planned in 

advance.
And, indeed, Dmitry and each crew 

member had the patience of saints as I 
careened from normal to neurotic, back 
and forth, changing my mind countless 
times about what stayed and what went. 
These four stalwarts got to work taping 
boxes, wrapping china, crystal, stemware 
and paintings, protecting upholstered 
furniture and carting everything from the 
house to their truck from as far up as the 
attic, down two flights of steps, up again, 
down again, repeating the cycle again and 
again from 7:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., all the 
while accommodating my requests to add 
this or that to the items to be packed. Even 
after the truck was crammed to the brim 
and I found yet another chair and end 
table I had forgotten about that needed 
to go, Dmitry said, “Fine, we’ll fit them in 
somehow!” And he did.

At the new residence, the delivery was 

especially intense because there was a time 
limit imposed by building management. 
We had to be done by 4 p.m.  

Thank goodness the Advantage movers 
were in their 20s and 30s because only 
younger joints and sinew could sustain 
that kind of effort. As for me, after running 
back and forth between the two residences 
over forgotten items like paper towels and 
pillows until 1 a.m., I finally peeled off my 
clothes at the end of the ordeal, glancing 
in the mirror for the first time since early 
morning only to realize that, oh my God, I 
had spent the entire day in a new and most 
unbecoming hairstyle that might have 
given anyone the impression I was able to 
tell them, “I vaant to suck yer blood.”

If there’s a move in your future, for the 
best and most compassionate service 
imaginable, you don’t have to look further 
than Advantage Moving, which can be 
reached at 800-444-0104.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, Inc., 
the longest running public relations agency 
in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.com), 
specializing in lifestyles, real estate and 
development. His real estate site is: www.
PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his blog is: 
www.TheHomeGuru.com.  To engage the 
services of Bill Primavera and his team to 
market your home for sale, call 914-522-
2076.

Oh, Lord, if Today is Moving Day, Just Shoot Me Now

Miracle on 
2010 Albany Post Road!

2-Time Best of Westchester Winner!

Custom Picture Framing, Printing and Gift Shop 
253 Route 202 • Somers 914-276-3173 • www.somerscustomframing.com

Great Gifts for the Holidays at Somers Custom Framing

 Experience = Success 

Sharon 
Tompkins 
Foley 
914-769-2222 
914-649-1157
(Cell) 370 Manville Road, Pleasantville

This is the formula needed if you are looking to sell or buy your home. 
As a lifelong resident of Pleasantville with more than ten years experience in 
Real Estate as a top producer, I will be happy to answer all your questions. 
Please Contact Sharon Tompkins Foley, Century 21 Haviland 

 And remember - my time is your time. 

BILL PRIMAVERA PHOTO
The Home Guru’s “miracle” moving team from 
Advantage Moving, led by Dmitry Gogin, far right.
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By Martin Wilbur
Peggy Raiskums has the perfect job to 

stay trim and healthy.
Raiskums is a certified personal trainer, 

Pilates, Zumba and group fitness instructor 
and martial artist who for more than 30 years 
has taught classes throughout Westchester, 
whether it be at local dance or martial arts 
studios or recreation centers. She’s also been 
sought out by corporations to lead classes to 
improve employees’ physical condition or 
teach relaxation techniques.

“I’m getting paid to stay fit,” Raiskums 
said. “It’s a wonderful thing.”

Of course, her chosen career is not as 
easy as just showing up and doing a few 
exercises. Most of the time when she’s 
leading her classes, Raiskums does the 
routine along with the class. Plus, there is 
the regular certification workshops and 
courses that professional instructors must 
stay up to date on.

Plus, it’s one thing to want to be in shape; 
it’s quite another to actually do something 
about it. 

Growing up in White Plains, Raiskums, 

now 65, was an athlete who also had the 
good fortune of having physical education 
teachers who stressed the importance of 
regular activity as part of a healthy lifestyle.

Then, as an adult, her brother opened his 
own karate school. That is where Raiskums, 
a sixth-degree black belt, took up martial 
arts about 35 years ago and first thought 
about becoming a trainer and fitness 
instructor.

“I was an athlete in high school and I’ve 
always been very physical,” said Raiskums, 
a lifelong Westchester resident who lives 
in Hawthorne. “Then my brother opened 
a karate school and he said, ‘Why don’t 
you just come?’ I said I don’t want to learn 
karate. I don’t want to learn anything 
about it.”

He convinced her that martial arts 
provides a great workout and she decided 
to give it a try. Eventually she became an 
instructor, being attracted to it by not only 
the physical workout but because it helps 
train the mind to focus on accomplishing 
difficult tasks.

“Becoming a teacher in the martial arts, I 

wanted to just go out there 
and teach people how to 
stay fit, and martial arts is 
really the first thing that’s 
a mind-body connection,” 
said Raiskums, who has a 
son who’s also a black belt. 
“It’s not just all hands and 
feet.”

Over time, Raiskums 
has continued to add 
certifications that has led 
her to lead a wide variety 
of classes. She is also a 
hypnotist, having helped clients in smoking 
cessation classes and to stop overeating.

In recent years, Raiskums has stayed busy 
offering classes throughout the area in some 
of the more up-to-date exercise routines, 
such as Zumba, which is fun and livens up 
the typical workout. She said Zumba is a lot 
more exciting than spending 30 minutes to 
an hour on a treadmill.

“With Zumba, people think they are 
dancing and not exercising when there are a 
lot of hidden movements in the dances that 
are actually fitness movements,” Raiskums 
said. “For women, it’s like going to a 
wedding or a party and their husbands or 
boyfriends don’t get up and dance, so they 
dance.”

The latest emerging exercise activity 
is POUND, which Raiskums plans to 
introduce with classes locally in January 
at Dance Emotions in Chappaqua and the 
Katonah Art Center. In these sessions, the 
participant simulates drumming while 

doing lunges, squats and 
other movements that 
can be found in a more 
conventional workout, 
Raiskums said.

Unlike Zumba, which 
predominantly attracts 
women, POUND should 
appeal to men because of 
the more physical nature of 
the workout, she said.

Every five or six years 
there seems to be another 
trendy class that pops up, 

which makes Raiskums’ job exciting but 
demanding because of all the training that’s 
involved.

“I just like to keep it fresh and new and 
change it up so your body responds better, 
and it’s better than doing the same thing 
over and over,” she said.

Now that Raiskums has reached 
senior citizens status by every standard, 
most people of her years start looking at 
retirement. Raiskums has no such plans. She 
said she feels great and hopes to continue 
introducing different types of exercise to 
classes for many years to come.

“I love what I do and I don’t know what 
else I’d do if I didn’t do this,” Raiskums said.

For more information about her classes 
in the area, including the upcoming 
POUND sessions, contact her at 914-960-
4097 or by e-mail at pegsfit@msn.com. Also 
visit Raiskums’ meetup page at http://www.
meetup.com/Pegsfit-Fitness-Poundfit-
Zumba-Westchester-with-Peggy/.

know your
Neighbor

Peggy Raiskums,
Personal Trainer/Group Fitness Instructor, 

Hawthorne

NEW YORKERS 
MAKE THE MUSIC. 

WE AMPLIFY IT.

We play a unique role here in the greatest city on earth. Indian Point produces about 
one quarter of the power for New York City and Westchester. And we do it at lower 
cost than other producers, and with virtually no greenhouse gas emissions. At Indian 
Point, we’re Powering New York in ways you might not expect.

Learn more about the true value of Indian Point to our area, 
as well as the $1 billion we’ve invested in the safety of our plant in recent years, 

at SafeSecureVital.com/PoweringNY

Indian Point Energy Center

POWERING NEW YORK
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After you complete your yuletide 
indulgence, it’s time to think about New 
Year’s resolutions. Before jumping the gun 
on a regimen of deprivation, indulge one 
last time.

Forget cronuts, cake pops and cupcakes. 
There’s another chic pastry that deserves its 
day -- the madeleine! These classic seashell-
shaped cakes were named after their creator, 
Madeline Paulmier, by King Louis XV in 
the 18th century, so the story goes.

To make these dainty, distinctive treats 
at home, check out award-winning baker 
Barbara Feldman Morse’s new cookbook, 
“Madeleines: Elegant French Tea Cakes to 
Bake and Share,” featuring more than 70 
recipes that use a simple one-bowl method.

This scrumptious recipe for Dark 
Chocolate Espresso Madeleines is best 
served warm with a scoop of vanilla ice 
cream, and yields 24 madeleines:
Ingredients
• 12 tablespoons unsalted butter
• 1 cup granulated sugar
• 1 cup semisweet or bittersweet chocolate 

chips (or 4 ounces chopped semisweet 
chocolate)

• 1 tablespoon of instant espresso powder 
dissolved in 1/3 cup warm water (or 1⁄3 
cup strong black coffee, or 2 tablespoons 
instant coffee crystals dissolved in 1⁄3 cup 
warm water)

• 2 large eggs, room temperature
• 1 cup all-purpose flour

• 2 cups semisweet chocolate chips
Madeleine Directions
• Place a rack in the center of the oven 

and preheat to 325 degrees F. Coat two 
12-shell pans with baking spray, or melt 
an additional 4 tablespoons butter and 
brush a little in each mold.

• Place butter, sugar, chocolate and espresso 
in a two-quart microwavable glass bowl. 
Microwave on low for one to two minutes. 
Then stir mixture with a whisk until 
smooth. If butter isn’t melted, microwave 
for 15-second intervals, stirring after 
each, until smooth. (Alternatively, 
combine these ingredients in the top of a 
double boiler over simmering water and 
stir with a whisk until smooth. Remove 
from heat.)

• Let mixture cool for three to four minutes. 
Then add eggs, one at a time, whisking 
after each addition until completely 
blended. Add flour and cocoa, whisking 
thoroughly. The mixture should be very 
dark, thick and shiny.

• Using a 1 1⁄2-inch-diameter scoop or 
teaspoon, fill shell molds with batter 
until almost full. Gently press batter to 
distribute evenly.

• Bake for 10 to 13 minutes, until 
madeleines puff up and no shiny spots 
remain in centers. Small cracks may 
appear, but be careful not to over-bake.

• Remove pans from oven and let cool on 
a wire rack for two to three minutes, then 

invert and tap madeleines onto the rack. 
Let cool completely.

Chocolate Glaze Directions
• Place chocolate in a two-quart 

microwavable glass bowl or measuring 
cup.  Microwave on low for one to two 
minutes. Stir with a whisk until smooth. 
If chocolate isn’t melted, microwave for 
15-second intervals, stirring after each, 
until smooth.

• Place waxed paper on a cookie sheet 

or large wire rack. Hold madeleines by 
their narrow ends and dip one-third in 
the warm chocolate glaze. Scrape the flat 
side along the side of the bowl to remove 
excess. Place on the waxed paper and let 
glaze set, 30 to 60 minutes.
More information can be found at www.

quirkbooks.com/book/madeleines.
For one final fantastic treat before your 

resolutions kick in, whip up a batch of 
madeleines.

One Last Indulgence Before Your New Year’s Resolutions Kick In

1. potation (n.)
   A) the act of drinking  B) a boiled dinner   C) a wonderful thing

2. querulous (adj.)
   A) inclined to hastiness  B) given to complain   C) causing no trouble

3. viand (n.)
   A) a dinner jacket  B) an item of food   C) a request

4. signalized (v.)
   A) to make amends  B) make clear   C) make noteworthy 

5. billet-doux (n.)
   A) an open invitation  B) a bunk bed   C) a love letter 

6. superannuated (adj.)
   A) obsolete  B) obsessive   C) overbearing 

7. celerity (n.)
   A) swiftness of action  B) a mythical being   C) an act of caring 

8. factotum (n.)
   A) adherence to facts  B) a jack-of-all-trades   C) a center piece 

Christmas Past. To help get you into the holiday spirit, the words this week are selected from 
“Old Christmas” by Washington Irving. Irving’s “celebration of the celebration” helped to nurture 
recognition of the holiday in America. Perhaps you will find some of the quiz words worth celebrat-
ing this season.  Happy holidays to all.  

THERE’S A WORD FOR IT
A vocabulary-building quiz 

By Edward Goralski

ANSWERS:
1. A. The act of drinking
2. B. Given to complaining; whining 
3. B. An item of food, especially a tasty dish
4. C. To make noteworthy or conspicuous 

5. C. A love letter 
6. A. Outmoded; obsolete 
7. A. Swiftness of action or motion; speed
8. B. An employee who does all kinds of work; a 
jack-of-all-trades

Espresso madeleines make for a delectable holiday season treat. 
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By Janine Bowen
Anyone who looks in their kitchen 

pantry will likely find a bottle of olive 
oil, but after one visit to Hudson Valley 
Olive Oil in Mount Kisco, you may have 
a whole new perspective on the product. 

Started by Shane Furnia, the shop 
features more than 50 varieties of oils, 
balsamic vinegars, which are aged for 
12 to 18 years, and pasta and sea salt. 

Although it’s easy enough for people 
to walk into their local grocery store 
for these items, Furnia said that those 
products will not be as fresh. Olive oil 
has a typical shelf life of a year to a year-
and-a-half, and mass produced products 
often spend months in shipping crates 
before reaching your shopping cart, 
losing quality in the process. 

“Until you try our oils, and you 
[compare] to the oil you’re using, you 
probably wouldn’t notice the difference 
because you’ve never really tasted a 
fresh oil,” said Furnia, who compared 
the taste of fresh versus store-bought oil 
to flat and fizzy soda. 

Hudson Valley Olive Oil also offers 
a greater experience for shoppers than 
the average grocery store. Visitors have 
the opportunity to taste any of the oils, 
either by sipping it from a small cup 
or dipping bread into their selection, 
before making their purchase. There 
are also options for unique mixtures. 
A favorite of Furnia’s young daughter 
is Butternut Squash Seed oil and 
Strawberry Balsamic, a mixture that 
tastes remarkably like peanut butter and 
jelly. 

A Dutchess County resident, Furnia 
previously owned his own construction 
company for 15 years. He handled 
multimillion dollar jobs, but realized 
he might have a more secure future by 
having a store.

After seeing his parents achieve 
success with three similar stores of their 
own, Furnia decided to open Hudson 
Valley Olive Oil in Mount Kisco, where 
his wife works at Northern Westchester 
Hospital.

Independent by nature, Furnia 

designed and built everything in 
the South Moger Avenue shop, 
from the counter tops to the 
furniture, which was painted 
to look as though it had been 
aged. Finishing all work in just 
about a month, Furnia described 
the atmosphere of the shop as 
Tuscan-style with Westchester 
elegance. 

“The fact that I built 
everything, I polished all these 
floors, it means a lot to me,” he 
said. 

Furnia also designed the 
company’s logo, which features 
the Tappan Zee Bridge, 
surrounded by foliage and framed 
by olive branches. The image was 
the first design that Furnia drew, 
and he fell in love with it after sketching 
it out with a pencil one day. 

Hudson Valley Olive Oil has been 
open to customers for less than a month, 
but Furnia said there have already been 
several repeat customers and sales have 
steadily increased each week. Some of 
the most popular items have been the 
gift baskets, which start at $20, as well as 
samplers of six mini bottles of different 
oils and balsamic vinegars, starting at 
$35. Customers can also purchase a gift 
basket of empty bottles, allowing the 
recipient to visit the shop and make his 
or her own selections.

“Who doesn’t use olive oil?” Furnia 

said. “It’s a gift that everybody’s going 
to use instead of a scarf or a hat.”

Looking toward the future, Furnia 
said he plans to start hosting cooking 
classes later this winter. Using the 
small kitchen in the shop, he hopes 
to offer some mommy and me-type 
cooking classes and classes for children 
that would be held in conjunction 
with events for adults in a different 
part of the store. He is also looking to 
open a second location elsewhere in 
Westchester within a year. 

The shop is located at 55 S. Moger Ave. 
For more information, call 914-864-
0788  or visit www.hudsonvalleyoliveoil.
com.
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Mount Kisco

40 Bedford Road, Armonk, NY 10504 • 914-273-9280
www.drakicosmeticdentist.com

Cosmetic and Implant Dentistry, Ceramic Veneers, 
Crowns, Bridges, Dentures, Root Canal Therapy,  

Teeth Cleaning and Whitening, In House Lab
 New Patient Special! Call For Details

Select Books
Distinctive Cards

Journals

...and more!

Bookmarks

Special Orders

Gift Certificates

Free Gift Wrapping

Unique Gifts

Book Group Discounts

School Orders

Cookbooks

Agate Book Ends

Children’s Books

Reference Books

Out-of-Print Searches

The Village
�

Bookstore

Ten Washington Ave.

Pleasantville, NY

Across from the Burns Film Center

914.769.8322

staff@pleasantvillebooks.com

Hudson Valley Olive Oil owner Shane Furnia cuts the ribbon 
at his store's Dec. 6 grand opening with help from Mount 
Kisco Mayor Michael Cindrich and village Trustee Jane 
Farber.
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By Martin Wilbur
This Saturday, the Chappaqua Farmers 

Market will finish up 2014 with quite a 
bang.

Market manager Pascale Le Draoulec 
said more than 25 food vendors have 
signed up to participate, including first-
timers such as City Saucery, a Brooklyn-
based producer of artisanal sauces, and 
Wild Seed Apothecary, which sells herbal 
extracts. 

Le Draoulec said that everyone involved 
in the market wanted to have a special day 
to thank the community for its support 
and for doing everything it could to secure 
a new location for the winter market. 

This week’s market will be held at the 
New Castle Community Center, located 
at 10 Senter St., not outside at the train 
station. 

“Everyone has been so supportive in 
trying to secure a location for us for the 
winter market, we felt it was important 
that our last market feel like a party, a 
giant ‘thank you’ to the community for 
supporting us and making us one of the top 
farmer’s markets in the area,” Le Draoulec 
said in an e-mail.

Some of the vendors plan to package 
their products so they can be given as 
holiday gifts, she said. For example, 
Crown Maple Organic syrup will provide 

festive gift boxes as will City Saucery and 
Calcutta Kitchens. Some local crafters will 
be on hand to help shoppers who may 
still be searching for last-minute gifts and 
stocking stuffers. There will also be holiday 
music and hot cider for visitors to enjoy.

The market has invited several 
community groups to join in on Saturday. 
Chappaqua  Cares will be collecting new 
toys and gifts for the needy and the Mount 
Kisco Interfaith Food Pantry will have a 
collection box for non-perishable goods.

Here is the list of vendors scheduled 
for this Saturday’s Chappaqua Farmer’s 
Market:

Bread Alone; Calcutta Kitchens; City 

Saucery; Crown Maple Organic; D&J 
Produce; Doc Pickles; Edenesque Almond 
Milk; Joe Tomato Mozzarella; Luxx 
Chocolat; La Petite Occasion Confections; 
Madura Farm; Obercreek Farm; Pura 
Vida Fishery; Pie Lady & Son; Running 
Creek Farm; Saratoga Cracker Co.; Skinny 
Buddha; Sohha Yogurt; Stone Barns; 
Sherry B. Dessert Studio; Southtown 
Farms; Taiim Falafel Shack; Teagevity; 
True Food; Wild Seed Apothecary; and 
Wright’s Farm.

For more information about this 
week’s special market, visit www.
chappaquafarmersmarket.org.

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO
The Chappaqua Farmers Market moves inside this Saturday at the New Castle Community Center for a 
special holiday celebration and to thank the community. The market will return in the spring.

Chap Farmers Market to Hold Special Celebration This Saturday
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By Jerry Eimbinder 
Four of the entrées on Taleggio 

Italiano Classico’s long list of dinner 
items have become the restaurant’s 
most popular dishes, General Manager 
Antonio Narciso said. The 180-seat 
White Plains restaurant opened 14 
months ago.

Taleggio is the latest in a long series 
of restaurants founded by Par Shakiban 
that also includes Patisserie Salzburg 
of Scarsdale, Piatto Grill in Yorktown, 
and Eclisse Northern Italian Cuisine of 
Stamford.

Two of the restaurant’s best-selling 
entrees, Narciso said, are also its 
signature dishes — homemade short 
ribs ravioli and homemade potato 
gnocchi. The other two are rigatoni 
and ravioli /seafood dishes. (See box 
for more information about these four 
dishes.) 

Most in demand on the extensive 
lunch menu, he said, are the 10-ounce 
burger and individual-size pizza, each 
priced at $10.

“In the dessert category, bread 
pudding and tiramisu are far and 
away the leaders,” said Narciso. “The 
bread pudding is made from brioche, 

cinnamon, raisons and dry fruit and 
it is topped with vanilla ice cream and 
raspberry sauce.” 

He said the most popular beverages are 
red or white sangria ($10) and a martini 
made with vodka, dry vermouth and a 
splash of Lagavulin scotch accompanied 
by a stuffed blue-cheese olive ($14).

The restaurant has a large cocktail 
lounge area, capable of accommodating 
about 100 people (seated and standing) 
and a downstairs private party room 
able to seat about 100.

Happy hour runs from 4 to 7 p.m. 
Monday through Friday with cocktails 
available at half price. Typical costs are 
beer by the bottle at $4, wine by the glass at 
$5 and mixed drinks at $7.

The four-course, prix-fixe New Year’s Eve 
celebration begins at 9 p.m. and includes 
a four-course dinner, party favors, a DJ, a 
dance floor and a midnight champagne 
toast. The cost is $75 per person. Alcoholic 
beverages, tax and gratuity are additional.

The courses to be served are: appetizer 
or salad, pasta, entrée and dessert sampler 
with coffee. The  entrée choices are filet 
mignon with Portobello mushrooms and 
sautéed onions, wild salmon dijonniase or 
chicken martini.

A recently opened municipal parking 
garage is located directly behind the 
restaurant. Parking is $1 an hour and the 
garage is accessible 24 hours a day. The 
walk from the garage to the restaurant 
entrance requires only a few steps.

Taleggio Italiano Classico is located at 
189 E. Post Rd. (at the corner of Walker 
Avenue)in White Plains. Reservations 
are needed. For more information or for 
reservations, call 914-761-1111. Also visit 
www.taleggiorestaurant.com.

Fettuccine with tomato sauce at Taleggio Italiano 
Classico in White Plains.

What’s Popular at White Plains’ Taleggio Italiano Classico?

Advertise in The Examiner   •   914-864-0878   •  advertising@theexaminernews.com

By Jerry Eimbinder
At the Tarrytown Music Hall, 

restoration is far from over but the show 
goes on.

The schedule for the Tarrytown Music 
Hall from now through February 2015 
includes holiday shows, performances 
of the musical “Thirteen” by Random 
Farms Kids’ Theater and appearances by 
bands and comedians.

The hall is in the midst of a $1.5 million 
structural and exterior restoration 
program     

covering new foundations and 
foundation walls; new exit doors; storm 
drainage; new roof and snow guards and 
gutters for the auditorium building; a 
restored roof, dormers and 
windows for the front 
building; grading and 
paving of the parking 
lot; and plastering and 
painting.

“We have a lot more work to do but this 
is a huge step in securing at least another 
century for this landmark building,” said 
Executive Directors Björn Olsson.

Parking in the Village of Tarrytown 
can be a challenge in the evenings — 
especially when a performance at the 
843-seat music hall is sold out. Just 

remember that cars parked in the lot 
behind CVS on North Broadway are 
subject to tire booting or towing at night 
by the lot’s owner.

A sensible thing for theater attendees 
to do is to arrive early, park nearby in a 
municipal lot or on the street and have 
dinner at a restaurant within walking 
distance. Fortunately, a number of local 
eateries make this possible. 

Here are a list of restaurants within 
walking distance of the music hall.

Bistro 12, Mediterranean, 12 N. Main 
St. 914-909-2770

Horsefeathers, pub/tavern food, 94 N. 
Broadway. 914-631-6606

Lefteris Gyro, Greek, 
1 Broadway. 914-524-
9687

Little b’s, burgers/
pub food, 49 N. Main 

St. 914-631-2228
Mint Premium Foods, 

Mediterranean,19 Main St. 914-703-
6511

Mr. Nick’s, Italian/pizza, 21 N. 
Broadway. 914-366-0666

Santa Fe, Mexican/Southwestern, 5 N. 
Main St. 914-332-4452

Sushi Thai, 53 N. Broadway. 914-366-
8818

Swagat, Halal Indian, 19 N. Broadway. 
914-332-5544

Sweet Grass Grill, New American, 24 
Main St. 914-631-0000

Tarry Tavern, American, pub/tavern 
food, 27 Main St. 914-631-7227

The Taco Project, Mexican, 18 Main 
St. 914-909-4455

The Tapp, light fare, 17 N. Broadway. 
914-703-6022

The Twisted Oak, New American, 61 
Main St. 914-332-1992

Restaurants in Tarrytown a short drive 
away but with ample parking 

Bistro Z (DoubleTree) Tarrytown, 455 
S. Broadway. 914-332-0444

Capri, Italian/pizza, 350 S. Broadway, 
914-631-5400

Cellar 49 (Tarrytown House Estate), 
49 E. Sunnyside Lane. 800-553-8118

Cooper’s Mill (Marriott), American, 
670 White Plains Rd. 914-333-1216

Demeter’s Tavern, pub food, 51 Old 
White Plains Rd. 914-631-9679

Eldorado West, diner, 460 S. 
Broadway. 914-332-5838

Equus (Castle Hotel & Spa), French, 
400 Benedict Ave. 914-631-3646

Osaka Japanese Steakhouse and 
Sushi, 134 Wildey St. 914-631-8888

RiverMarket Bar & Kitchen, New 
American, 127 W. Main St. 914-631-3100

Ruth’s Chris Steak House (Marriott), 
670 White Plains Rd. 914-631-3311

SB&G (Tarrytown Sheraton), 600 
White Plains Rd. 914-332-7900

Sunset Cove, Asian/Mediterranean, 
238 Green St. 914-366-7889

TGI Fridays, American, 40 White 
Plains Road. 914-332-0960

The Tarrytown Music Hall is located at 
13 Main St. For more information about 
its schedule and tickets, call 914-631-
3390 or visit www.tarrytownmusichall.
com.

Dinner-and-Show Planning Guide for the Tarrytown Music Hall

Taleggio Italiano 
Classico's Four 
Popular Dishes 

Gnocchi al Taleggio. Potato pasta, 
creamy pesto broccoli rabe with 
crumbled and sliced Italian sausage 
($17) .

Open-face ravioli. Layers of pas-
ta, shrimp, lobster, asparagus, Shii-
take mushrooms, fresh herbs and 
lobster sauce ($24).

Rigatoni con Salsiccia. Crum-
bled Italian sausage, Taleggio, fon-
tina, smoked mozzarella, roasted 
bell peppers, asparagus and light 
creamy tomato sauce ($17).

Short ribs ravioli. Slow oven-
roasted shredded beef, ricotta 
cheese, Shitake marsala light brown 
sauce ($24).

JERRY EIMBINDER PHOTO
North wall of  the Tarrytown Music Hall that has 
been restored during its ongoing infrastructure 
improvement project.
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Tuesday, Dec. 16
Italian Language and Culture With 

Mara De Matteo. De Matteo, born and 
raised in Italy, combines lively conversation 
with grammatical instruction in her 
classes, creating interactive lessons on the 
richness of Italian culture, past and present, 
through real-life anecdotes, literature, 
personal memoirs, films and photography. 
North Castle Public Library, 195 S. Greeley 
Ave., Chappaqua. Beginners from 6:30 to 
7:15 p.m. Advanced Italian speakers from 
7:15 to 8 p.m. Free. Meets every Tuesday. 
Info: 914-273-3887.

Wednesday, Dec. 17
Zumba Fitness. Achieve long-term 

benefits while having a blast in one 
exciting hour of calorie-burning, body-
energizing, awe-inspiring movements 
meant to engage and captivate for life. For 
all fitness levels. Dance Emotions, 75 S. 
Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. Every Monday 
and Wednesday at 9 a.m. and Saturdays at 
10 a.m. Drop in or weekly discount rates 
available. Info: Contact Peggy at 914 960-
4097.

Blood Pressure Screening. Phelps 
Memorial Hospital Center’s Walkway 
Conference Room, 701 N. Broadway, 
Sleepy Hollow. 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. Free. 
Appointments required. Info and 
appointments: 914-366-3220.

Mommy Meet Up. Whether it’s your 
first child or your fifth, this program 
is a great way to get out of the house, 
meet new friends and enjoy time with 
your baby. For newborns birth to eight 
months old and their moms. Romperee 
Indoor Playground at World Cup Nursery 
School & Kindergarten 160 Hunts Lane, 
Chappaqua, 10:15 to 11 a.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday (except holidays). Info: 914-
238-9267 ext. 20.

Senior Benefits Information Center. 
Counselors offer older adults one-on-
one counseling covering a broad range 
of topics including Medicare health and 
prescription plans, food stamps, HEAP, 
EPIC, weatherization, minor home repair 
and tax relief programs. Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 Main St., Mount 
Kisco. 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. Info: 914-231-3260.

Knitting Club. Come learn to knit, or if 
you already know how, bring your current 
project and enjoy a visit with other knitters 
and crocheters. Beginners should bring 
a pair off size 8 or 10 straight knitting 
needles and skein or worsted weight yarn. 
Open to knitters and crocheters 10 years 
old and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 
100 E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 4 to 5:30 
p.m. Free. Meets every Wednesday. Info: 
914-666-8041.

Wednesday Night Bingo. Regular 
bingo tickets and specials available for sale. 
Includes coffee, tea and hot chocolate. Hot 
dogs and soda for sale. Holy Rosary School, 

180 Bradhurst Ave., Hawthorne. Doors 
open at 6 p.m. Games start at 7:20 p.m. $2 
(for one card). Extra game cards may be 
purchased for $2 or $3 each along with a 
few specialty games. Every Wednesday.

Art Series Discussion: Winslow 
Homer. Born in 1836, this self-taught 
American artist specialized in striking 
images of the sea in its wild glory. Making 
the transition from commercial illustrator 
to landscape painter, Homer painted 
commanding images of nature in both oils 
and watercolors. Led by Professor Valerie 
Franco. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 7 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887 or www.
northcastlelibrary.org.

Interdenominational Advent Taize 
Prayer Service. An ecumenical prayer 
service modeled upon those designed 
by the interdenominational Christian 
community of Taize, France. This sacred 
candlelight service includes beautiful 
seasonal chants, sacred readings, generous 
time of silence for personal reflection 
and prayer of intercession. All welcome. 
Mariandale Retreat and Conference 
Center, 299 N. Highland Ave., Ossining. 7 
to 8 p.m. Free. (Free will donation basket 
requested). Info: 914-941-4455 or visit 
www.mariandale.org.

Thursday, Dec. 18
Let Your Yoga Dance Classes. The 

popular Kripalu noon dance class is now 
in Chappaqua! Combines easy dance, 
gentle yoga and great music. Come join 
this noncompetitive, heart pumping and 
joyful experience. Drop-ins welcome. 
Dance Emotions, 75 S. Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua.10 a.m. $20 per 75-minute 
class. Every Tuesday and Thursday. Info: 
914-238-8974 or email claudiayogadance@
gmail.com.

Poetry Caravan: Poems, Pleasures and 
Puzzles. Group discussions with the Poetry 
Caravan. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 10:30 
a.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887 or www.
northcastlelibrary.org.

Bereavement Support Group. For 
adults struggling with the loss of a loved 
one. Led by bereavement coordinator Bess 
Steiger. Phelps Memorial Hospital Center’s 
James House, 701 N. Broadway, Sleepy 
Hollow. 2 to 3:30 p.m. Suggested donation: 
$10. Info: 914-366-3325.

Christmas Tree Sale. The North White 
Plains Fire Company No. 1 will once again 
be selling Christmas trees this year to help 
raise funds for the company. North White 
Plains Fire Company No. 1 firehouse, 
(621 N. Broadway, North White Plains  
4 to  8 p.m. Continues Thursdays and 
Fridays from 4 to 8 p.m. and Saturdays 
and Sundays from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. through 
Dec. 20 (or until sold out). Info: 914-949-
3575 or e-mail ncsfd1@optonline.net.

Bookmunchers Book Club. “Absolutely 

Almost” by Lisa Graff will be discussed. 
Boys in grades 4-5 can discuss with their 
friends with a snack. Mount Kisco Public 
Library, 100 E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 4:30 
to 5:30 p.m. Free. Meets the third Thursday 
of the month. Registration required. Info 
and registration: 914-864-0130.

“White Christmas.” The Saint Pio 
Foundation presents this benefit concert. 
The foundation is a national charity 
with the goal to support educational, 
social and cultural projects that enhance 
both nationally and internationally the 
awareness of Saint Pio of Pietrelcina, 
universally acclaimed as one of the 
most venerated contemporary saints of 
the Catholic Church. Pelham Picture 
House, 175 Wolfs Lane, Pelham. 7 p.m. 
$30. Info and tickets: 914-738-3161, visit 
www.picturehouse.org or e-mail info@
picturehouse.org.

Zumba Fitness Class. Addie-Tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza (lower level), Pleasantville. 7 to 8 
p.m. $15 a class. $29 for four classes. $55 
for eight classes. Meets every Thursday. 
Also Saturdays from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. Info: 
917-215-1720, e-mail AddietudeDance@
gmail.com or visit www.Addie-tude.com. 

Friday, Dec. 19
Zumba Gold. Try this low-impact 

approach to Zumba for the older active 
adult and baby boomer with the same 
sassy, sweaty, fun-filled cardio workout in 
an easy learning environment. Ongoing 
classes; drop-ins welcome. Addie-tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza, Pleasantville. 11 a.m. to noon. $12. 
Four- and eight-week cards available. 
Meets every Friday. Info: 914-747-0808 or 
email instructor at olin.amyj@gmail.com.

Magic: The Gathering With Lucas. 
Drop-in and play. Beginners and 
experienced players welcome. For students 
in grades 7-12. Chappaqua Public Library, 
195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 3:30 to 
4:30 p.m. Free. Info: 914-238-4779 or 
www.chappaqualibrary.org.

Origami With Hitomi Kihara. Learn 
to make festive origami decorations with 
Hitomi Kihara. For students in grades 
7-12. Chappaqua Public Library, 195 S. 
Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 3:30 to 4:30 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-238-4779 or www.
chappaqualibrary.org.

Friday Night Cinema and 
Conversation: “Waking Ned Devine.” 
Led by Professor Valerie Franco. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-
273-3887 or www.northcastlelibrary.org.

Saturday, Dec. 20
Chappaqua Farmers Market. New 

Castle Community Center, 10 Senter St., 
Chappaqua. 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Info: Visit 
www.chappaquafarmersmarket.org.

Pleasantville Farmers Market. The 

market moves indoors featuring vendors 
with winter-grown produce along with 
a variety of meats, cheeses, breads and 
prepared foods. Pleasantville Middle 
School, 40 Romer Ave., Pleasantville. 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Every Saturday 
through May 9. Info: Visit www.
pleasantvillefarmersmarket.com.

Mount Kisco Farmers Market. St. 
Mark’s Church, 85 Main St., Mount Kisco. 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Info: Visit https://www.
facebook.com/MtKiscoFarmersMarket.

Christmas Tree and Wreath Sale. 
Fresh Balsam trees and wreaths from 
New Hampshire. Trees from six to 10 feet 
starting at $50. Shop local and support 
the First Congregational Church. First 
Congregational Church, 210 Orchard 
Ridge Rd., Chappaqua. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Also Dec. 21 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Info: 
914-238-4411.

Train: Your Ticket to the Great 
Outdoors. A display of model trains 
presented by the Yonkers Model Railroad 
Club. This marks the 10th consecutive 
year of this exhibit that is designed for 
train lovers of all ages. Featuring a special 
12- by 18-foot display of HO gauge model 
trains traveling through countryside 
scenes of natural beauty, modeled on the 
terrain of upstate New York and New 
England. Includes admission to all manor 
house exhibits. Greenburgh Nature 
Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 10 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Adults: $10. Seniors: 
$9. Children (2 to 12 years old): $8. Also 
Dec. 21. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

All Saints Church’s Annual Christmas 
Tree Sale. A large selection of Fraser and 
Douglas firs in all sizes at competitive 
prices, along with 16-inch wreaths will 
be available. All proceeds will benefit 
church ministries. All Saints Church, 
201 Scarborough Rd. (at Old Briarcliff 
Road), Briarcliff Manor. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Also Dec. 21 from 12 to 6 p.m. Info: Visit 
www.allsaintsbriarcliff.org or see us on 
Facebook.

Tai Chi With Larry Attile. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 1 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887 
or www.northcastlelibrary.org.

Wolves of North America. Learn about 
the mythology, biology and ecology of 
wolf families and discover why this time of 
year is special for packs in North America. 
Guests will visit ambassador wolves Atka, 
Alawa and Zephyr and will meet almost 
eight-month-old ambassador pup Nikai. 
Wolf Conservation Center, South Salem. 
11 a.m. and 2 p.m. Adults: $13. Children 
(under 12): $11. Also Dec. 26, 28 and 31 
at 11 a.m. Dec. 27 at 2 p.m. and Dec. 29 at 
noon. Pre-registration required. Info and 
pre-registration: Visit www.nywolf.org.

Winter Solstice Celebration. Banish the 
winter doldrums with Sherrill Wilson and 

continued on page 27

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Martin Wilbur at mwilbur@theexaminernews.com.com.
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Wendy Gordon as they educate, empower 
and quench your thirst for lifelong learning. 
Celebrate the solstice with a culinary 
tasting featuring take-home recipes and a 
fun memento to keep. Mount Kisco Public 
Library, 100 E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 1 to 
3:30 p.m. Free. Registration required. Info 
and registration: 914-864-0137.

“A Christmas Carol.” Master storyteller 
Jonathan Kruk brings to life the classic 
Charles Dickens story of Ebenezer Scrooge 
and the ghosts of Christmas Past, Present 
and Future with musical accompaniment. 
Includes complementary admission to A 
Holiday Open House, across the street at 
Philipsburg Manor. Old Dutch Church of 
Sleepy Hollow, 430 N. Broadway (Route 9), 
Sleepy Hollow. 3:30 p.m., 4:45 p.m. and 6 
p.m. Adults: $24. Children (under 18): $20. 
Historic Hudson Valley members receive a 
$5 per ticket discount. Also Dec. 20 and 
21. Info and tickets: 914-366-6900 or visit 
www.hudsonvalley.org.

Holiday Howl. Learn about the 
mythology, biology and ecology of wolf 
families and discover why this season is 
such a magical time for packs in North 
America. Assemble “wolfy” gifts for 
ambassador wolves Atka, Alawa, Nikai 
and Zephyr and then enjoy watching the 
wolves tear them open. Wolf Conservation 
Center, South Salem. 11 a.m. Adults: $13. 

Children (under 12): $11. Also Dec. 21 at 11 
a.m. and Dec. 26 at 2 p.m. Pre-registration 
required. Info and  pre-registration: Visit 
www.nywolf.org.

Celebrating Winter Trees and Winter 
Animals. Learn how trees and animals 
not only survive but thrive during the cold 
winter months. Enjoy a short woodlands 
nature walk and visit some winter-hardy 
critters. Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 
Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 2 p.m. Members: 
$5. Non-members: $8. Info: 914-723-3470 
or visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.    

Argentine Tango Dances. Great music 
and dancing on a 3,500-square-foot dance 
floor. Enjoy a pleasant time with friends. 
Refreshments served. Broadway 26 
Dance, 26 Broadway, Hawthorne. 8 p.m. 
to midnight. $16. Also the first Sunday of 
each month from 3 to 6 p.m. $12. Info: 
914-725-3023 or 914-484-5101 or e-mail 
sampelayo@optonline.net.

Sunday, Dec. 21
Teaching Trails: A Community Path 

for Environmental Education. Join 
guided trail experience through the 
woodland forest. Discover who left that 
track, which tree makes the best animal 
home or which plant makes its own 
heat to help melt through the late winter 
ice. Program runs about 30 minutes. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 

Rd., Scarsdale. 11:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Sunday. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.    

Taste of Korea: Korean Cuisine, Full 
of Wisdom and Nature. A cooking 
demonstration of five Korean dishes. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 1 p.m. Free. Info: 914-
273-3887 or www.northcastlelibrary.org.

Nature Story Time. Come for a reading 
of “Three Billy Goats Gruff,” then meet 
some animals and enjoy nature-themed 
crafts and activities. Greenburgh Nature 
Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 
2 p.m. Members: $5. Non-members: 
$8. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Monday, Dec. 22
Knitting Group. Hats for our servicemen 

and women overseas and other ongoing 
projects for care centers and hospitals. 
Clinton Street Center, 1A Clinton St., 
Pleasantville. 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. Free. Meets 
every Monday. Info: 914-769-2021.

Wednesday, Dec. 24
Christmas Eve Services. Pleasantville 

Presbyterian Church, 400 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. Family service at 7 p.m. 
Candlelight service of lessons and carols at 
11 p.m. All welcome. Info: 914-769-0458 
or visit www.pvillepresby.org.

Friday, Dec. 26
School’s Out/Arts In. Looking for 

something for your kids to do when 
they have no school? Get inspired by the 
Katonah Museum of Art’s exhibition 
“Lethal Beauty: Samurai Weapons and 
Armor” with fun art activities each day. 
Today, explore the art of origami by using 
special paper to create miniature kimono 
dolls. For children three years old and 
up. Children under six and under must 
participate with an adult; for children 
seven and older, adults must remain at the 
museum. Katonah Museum of Art, 134 Jay 
St. (Route 22), Katonah. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Children of members: $5. Non-members: 
$8. Adults: Regular museum admission. 
Info: Visit www.katonahmuseum.org. 

Saturday, Dec. 27
Pack Chat for Kids. Children will 

learn about the mythology surrounding 
wolves and the important role of wolves 
in the natural world. Guests will visit the 
ambassador wolves and the critically 
endangered red wolves and Mexican gray 
wolves. For children four to eight years old. 
Wolf Conservation Center, South Salem. 11 
a.m. Adults: $13. Children (under 12): $11. 
Also Dec. 30. Pre-registration required. 
Information and pre-registration: Visit 
www.nywolf.org.

continued from page 26

In the last 
three columns 
we’ve explored 
the numerous 
elements of 
consuming wine 
at its peak – the 
moment when it 
reaches the top of 
the Bell Curve and 
expresses its best 

characteristics. The columns focused on 
these categories:

1. The majority of wines are best 
consumed when purchased; additional 
storing adds little to enhance most 
wines. Modern vineyard management 
techniques and winery processes, aided 
by advanced technology and techniques, 
have resulted in significantly better wines, 
typically at or near their peak of maturity. 
These wines represent perhaps 90 percent 
of all wines sold in the market today.   

2. There are winemakers who produce 
and then release their wines with a built-
to-last goal in mind. They blend their 
wines in such a manner that the wines 
will only achieve their full potential 
after a number of years of aging by 
a consumer. These wines represent a 
miniscule portion of wines sold in the 
marketplace (select French and Italian 
wines come to mind) but also command 

the highest prices.
3. Consumers seeking wines that are 

released at or near peak have a number of 
choices. Modern winemakers are making 
investments in the vineyards and in the 
winery to produce more ageable wines 
-- and then making the effort and taking 
the time to age these wines at the winery. 
It is not unusual for wines from certain 
regions to come to market 
with two to five years of cellar 
aging, thus needing little or no 
additional aging. These ready-
to-consume aged wines tend 
to be more expensive than 
young, unaged wines but less 
expensive than built-to-last 
offerings. They represent a minor, but 
growing, segment of the wine market.

I am asked by readers if purchasing 
a wine storage unit is advisable for 
dealing with their wine investments. My 
response tends to focus on the reason 
why a reader is considering investing in a 
unit that can range in price from several 
hundred dollars to tens of thousands of 
dollars. Into which of the three categories 
above do their wine purchases typically 
fall? If they like young, straightforward 
wines, there is little need for investing 

in a storage unit. Such a unit would 
be suitable for storing wines at ideal 
temperatures for short periods, but little 
else. 

If they are interested in acquiring 
built-to-last wines or ready-to-consume 
aged wines, then a storage unit may be a 
sound investment. By storing these wines 
at optimum temperature and humidity 

levels for five to 10 years, 
their wines will continue 
to develop and increase in 
quality – and value.

The return on investment 
analysis in deciding whether 
to purchase a storage 
unit is difficult to assess. 

It contains an element of subjectivity: 
should you purchase a young, built-
to-last wine and age it yourself in your 
home storage unit, or purchase a winery-
aged wine, at a considerably higher cost 
than a typical bottle of wine, and enjoy it 
at your convenience?

If one can rationalize the purchase of 
a unit, the question then becomes which 
one and of what capacity? 

The choices are vast and nuanced. 
Fortunately for those in the readership 
radius of The Examiner, there is a highly 

reputable company that offers a broad 
range of models and advice on selecting 
the ideal storage unit for your needs.

The Wine Enthusiast, at 333 N. Bedford 
Rd. in Mount Kisco, specializes in wine 
storage units and a wide selection of wine 
accessories. Their on-site showroom 
offers many of their storage products, 
from small (12-24 bottle capacity) 
under-counter or closet units to  larger 
(up to several hundred bottles) portable 
units to more artistic, fine wood storage 
units that are both functional and serve 
as furniture centerpieces, prominently 
displaying your wine collection. The 
Wine Enthusiast also offers custom-built 
units or cellars to accommodate any 
collector’s fantasy. 

Purchasing wines can be a daunting 
experience. Through experimentation, a 
consumer can choose a path for investing 
in wine for the short or long term. In 
either case, the choices are numerous; 
the only limit is your budget. 

Nick Antonaccio is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years 
he has conducted wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results 
in instinctive behavior. You can reach him 
at nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or 
on Twitter @sharingwine.

Multiple Options for Enjoying Today’s Ageable Wines
‘...a storage unit may be a sound investment.’

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine
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ExaminEr mEdia Classifieds 121614

adoption
Unplanned Pregnancy? Caring li-
censed adoption agency provides fi-
nancial and emotional support. Choose 
from loving pre-approved families. 
Call Joy toll free 1-866-922-3678 or 
confidentialemail:Adopt@ForeverFamili-
esThroughAdoption.org

A childless young married couple (she-
30/he-37) seeks to adopt. Will be hands-
on mom/devoted dad.Financial security. 
Expenses paid. Call/text. Mary & Adam. 
1-800-790-5260.

auctions
Tiny house AUCTION, Vermont post 
& beam sheds, Livestock shelters & fire-
wood storage January 22, 2015 Absolute 
no reserve Bid online 802 297 3760 www.
JamaicaCottageShop.com

auto donations
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible. Call 914-468-4999 Today!

HElp WantEd
AIRLINE CAREERS begin here Get FAA 
approved Aviation Maintenance Techni-
cian training. Financial aid for qualified 
students  Housing available. Job place-
ment assistance. Call AIM 866-296-7093

in HomE pEt sittinG
PLEASANT PAWS INN LLC Catering to 
the most discerning dog owners in West-
chester. Our home will be their home. 24/7 
one on one love. Boarding, daycare, walks 
& transportation services available. Book 

a reservation at info@pleasantpawsinn.
com or 914-773-2020 or 914-906-8414. 9 
Hobby St., Pleasantville.

lEGal noticE
SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF 
NEW YORK, COUNTY OF NASSAU, 
Index No.: 2014-202317: GAETANA 
GAZZARA, Plaintiff, against MANUEL 
MARTINEZ, Defendant, in an ACTION 
FOR A DIVORCE.  To the above named 
Defendant:  YOU ARE HEREBY SUM-
MONED and required to file an Answer 
in writing to the attached Verified Com-
plaint with the clerk of the above entitled 
Court, at 240 Old Country Road, Mine-
ola, New York, 11501, and to serve upon 
or mail C. William Gaylor, III, attorney 
for Plaintiff, 7 Atlantic Avenue, Lynbrook, 
N.Y. 11563, a copy of said Answer within 
thirty (30) days after service of this Sum-
mons upon you; If you fail so to do, judg-
ment by default will be taken against you 
for the relief demanded in said VERIFIED 
COMPLAINT FOR DIVORCE, which 
has been filed with the Clerk of said Court 
and a copy of which has been mailed to 
your last known address.  The nature of 
this action is to dissolve the marriage be-
tween the parties, on the grounds: DRL § 
170 (2) – Abandonment and/or DRL § 170 
(7) - the relationship between the parties 
has broken down irretrievably for a pe-
riod of at least six months.  The foregoing 
summons is served upon you by publica-
tion pursuant to an order of the Supreme 
Court of the State of New York, County of 
Nassau, dated 11/25/14, and filed in the 
office of the clerk of the County of Nas-
sau at 240 Old Country Road, Mineola, 
New York. The object of this action is to 
obtain judgment against the Defendant 
MANUEL MARTINEZ, last known ad-
dress 100 Diplomat Drive, Mount Kisco, 
NY10549, for an absolute divorce, that the 
bonds of matrimony between the Plain-
tiff, GAETANA GAZZARA and the De-

fendant, MANUEL MARTINEZ be for-
ever dissolved and such other, further and 
different relief as may be just and proper. 
Dated, 12/8/14, /s/ C. William Gaylor, 
III, attorney for Plaintiff, 7 Atlantic Av-
enue, Lynbrook, N.Y. 11563. 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIvEN THAT 
A LICENSE, NUMBER 1282689, FOR 
BEER AND WINE has been applied for 
by the undersigned to sell beer and wine 
at retail in a restaurant under the Alcohol-
ic Beverage Control Law at 84-86 Mama-
roneck Avenue, White Plains, NY 10601 
for on premises consumption.Muse Paint-
bar LLC

NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT 
OF ENvIRONMENTAL CONSER-
vATION NOTICE OF COMPLETE 
APPLICATION Date: 06/05/2014 Ap-
plicant: NYS OFFICE OF PARKS REC 
& HISTORIC PRESERvATION 625 
BROADWAY ALBANY, NY 12238 Fa-
cility: FD ROOSEvELT STATE PARK 
2957 CROMPOND RD YORKTOWN 
HEIGHTS, NY 10598 Application ID: 
3-5554-00019/00005 Permits(s) Applied 
for: 1-Article24 Freshwater Wetlands 
Project is located: in YORKTOWN in 
WESTCHESTER COUNTY Project De-
scription: Applicant proposes the follow-
ing disturbance within Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt State Park-in Town of Yorktown 
to NYS Freshwater Wetland A-19 or its 
protected adjacent area to construct a pe-
destrian/mountain bike trail: 6,704 square 
feet to rehabilitate 838 linear feet of old 
railbed, 138 square feet for a 23 foot span 
foot bridge, & 516 square feet for 50 linear 
feet of boardwalk & a 36 foot span bridge. 
All work will be done with hand tools. 
Availability of Application Documents: 
Filed application documents, and Depart-
ment draft permits where applicable, are 
available for inspection during normal 
business hours at the address of the con-
tact person. To ensure timely service at 

the time of inspection, it is recommend-
ed that an appointment be made with 
the contact person. State Environmental 
Quality Review (SEQR) Determination 
Project is an Unlisted Action and will not 
have a significant impact on the environ-
ment. A Negative Declaration is on file. A 
coordinated review was not performed. 
SEQR Lead Agency None Designated 
State Historic Preservation Act (SHPA) 
Determination.  The proposed activity is 
not subject to review in accordance with 
SHPA. The permit type is exempt or the 
activity is being reviewed in accordance 
with federal historic preservation regula-
tions. DEC Commisioner Policy 29, Envi-
ronmental Justice and Permitting (CP-29) 
It has been determined that the proposed 
action is not subject to CP-29. Availability 
For Public Comment Comments on this 
project must be submitted in writing to the 
Contact Person no later than 12/04/2014 
or 15 days after the publication date of this 
notice, whichever is later. Contact Person 
JEAN v MCAvOY NYSDEC 21 SOUTH 
PUTT CORNERS RD NEW PALTZ, NY 
12561-1620 (845) 256-3054

miscEllanEous
HAS YOUR BUILDING SHIFTED OR 
SETTLED? Contact Woodford Brothers 
Inc, for straightening, leveling, foundation 
and wood frame repairs at 1-800-OLD-
BARN. www.woodfordbros.com. “Not 
applicable in Queens county”

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship. FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

out of statE rEal EstatE
Sebastian, Florida Beautiful 55+ manu-
factured home community. 4.4 miles to 
the beach, Close to riverfront district. 
New models from $99,000.  772-581-
0080, www.beach-cove.com

WantEd
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT
914-654-1683 

CASH for Coins! Buying Gold & Silver. 
Also Stamps & Paper Money, Comics,† 
Entire Collections, Estates. Travel to your 
home. Call Marc in NJ: 1-800-488-4175

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR

To Place a Classified Ad 
call 914-864-0878 

or e-mail classifieds@
theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication
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ExaminerSports
By Monica D’Ippolito

Despite trailing nearly the entire game, 
the Westchester Knicks kept within striking 
distance of the high-scoring Rio Grande 
Valley Vipers during Friday night’s NBA 
Developmental League matchup. 

Propelled by its aggressive defensive effort 
all fourth quarter, Westchester played its 
best basketball over the final three minutes, 
finally regaining the lead and pulling out a 
hard-fought 99-98 win at the Westchester 
County Center.

“It’s a game of three minutes and, like I tell 
our guys all the time, if you can concentrate, 
execute, out-rebound and get your assist-
to-turnover ratio at a minimum, you’re 
going to win the game in that three- minute 
stretch,” Westchester coach Kevin Whitted 
said after his team’s victory against the 
Houston Rockets’ affiliate Vipers. 

The Westchester Knicks – the New York 
Knicks affiliate – held the Vipers, who 
average over 120 points a game, under the 
century mark for the first time since the 
2012-13 season. The bombs-away Vipers 
made 12 of their 38 shots from behind the 
arc, but only connected on one of six in the 
fourth quarter. 

“That was real big,” Knicks’ veteran point 
guard Andre Barrett said. “This team is used 
to scoring 120-something points a game 
and most of it comes from 3-pointers. So for 
us, this is a different team we haven’t seen all 
year and I think we did a great job.”

Although the Knicks committed the 
same amount of turnovers as the Vipers 
(15), Rio Grande Valley converted the 
turnovers into 23 points, to just eight points 
for Westchester.

“We had a few turnovers in the fourth 
quarter that I call unforced turnovers,” 
Whitted explained. “(It) affects our flow 
defensively in terms of getting back… We 
have young players that are still developing, 
learning how to play effectively in the 
system. We’ll continue to teach that and 
stress that so those kind of situations will go 
away.”

Langston Galloway, a 23-year old 
undrafted rookie, is one of the young 
players on the Knicks roster flourishing in 
his role in the D-League. Currently leading 
the team in scoring at 16 points a game, 
he also showed other aspects of his game 
Friday night and was one of the catalysts for 
the Knicks’ comeback.

“I thought Langston was great down the 
stretch,” Whitted said of the St. Joseph’s 
product. “He turned it on in the second half. 
He did a great job of also managing us, so 
kudos to him in terms of managing the floor 
and making sure that we do certain things 
defensively, and him getting up into the ball 
really gave us a chance to get better off the 
ball because pressure actually discouraged 
them a little bit. So he did a great job.”

After Barrett drained a fade-away 
jumper, cutting the Rio Grande Valley lead 
to 97-94, Galloway snatched the rebound 
of a missed 3-point try by the Vipers and 
found Thanasis Antetokounmpo down the 
floor for a thunderous dunk, which got the 
Knicks to within one point.

After a made free throw by Westchester’s 
Darnell Jackson tied the game at 97, the 
Vipers’ Akil Mitchell was fouled on the 
other end, but could not connect on either 
foul shot. With the shot clock turned off 
and time winding down, Barrett’s 15-footer 
from the right baseline did not drop. But 
as the ball was coming off the rim, the 
Knicks’ Ben Strong smacked the ball back to 
Jackson, who tossed in a short one-hander 
that gave the Knicks the 99-97 lead with 7.9 
seconds left.

Strong was then called for a foul on 
the other end of the court, placing Rio 
Grande Valley’s Gary Talton on the line. 
Talton missed the second free throw, but 
the Vipers came up with the rebound and 

quickly called a timeout. With 4.5 seconds 
left, the Vipers had a final chance, but great 
ball denial from the Knicks prevented any 
chance of Rio Grande Valley to inbound to 
its ball handlers. The Knicks forced  a jump 
ball with 0.5 seconds left, all but clinching 
the victory.

“We just wanted to switch everything and 
just get a hand on the ball,” Barrett said. “I 
think we did a great defensive strategy at the 
end where nobody really got a good look 
and it helped us win.”

Barrett led all scorers with 21 points 
and had five assists. Antetokounmpo had 
another strong game with 16 points, eight 
rebounds and three blocks, while Galloway 
had a terrific overall game with 12 points, 11 
boards and six assists.

“I’m just trying to be aggressive,” said 
Galloway. “It just happened that I found 
a few people open, got a few assists and 
rebounding, that’s just hustling. That’s the 
main thing with that and my shot wasn’t 
falling tonight, but I just kept trying to do 
little things to help the team win. (I’m) just 
working on little things, when it comes to 
pick and rolls, my jump shot, trying to be 
consistent, my defense, just getting better 
overall.”

Westchester, now 5-6 this season, lost its 
following game against the Phoenix Suns’ 
affiliate, Bakersfield, on Saturday 110-84 
and will try to improve on its 0-3 road 
record against the Cleveland Cavaliers’ 
affiliate, Canton, on Wednesday.

“You definitely want to protect home 
court,” said Barrett. “But we’ve got to find a 
way to win on the road as well. That’s going 
to be very important for us. But right now, 
we have to continue to keep the momentum 
we have at home. We’ve got a great home 
crowd, and we play with a lot of energy at 
home.”

Westchester Knicks Stage A Late Comeback Against the Vipers
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Westchester’s Darnell Jackson scores the game-
winning basket late in Friday’s home game vs. Rio 
Grande Valley.

Thanasis Antetokounmpo of  the Knicks’ D-League 
team pushes the ball past midcourt at the 
Westchester County Center.

Westchester Knick guard Andre Barrett puts up a 
shot in the lane vs. Rio Grande Valley.

The Knicks’ Langston Galloway shoots a contested 
jumper at the County Center on Friday evening.

Orlando Sanchez dunks the ball in the Westchester 
Knicks’ victory on Friday night.

Westchester Knicks coach Kevin Whitted directs 
his players in the fourth quarter of  Friday’s 
D-League game.
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By Cutler Klein
Lake Placid: a place known for great 

hockey (see Miracle, The). On Sunday, 
Horace Greeley got a taste of what the game 
is like in this hockey hotbed. 

The Lake Placid Bombers defeated 
Greeley 3-1 at Brewster Ice Arena as they 
wrapped up a tour of the Westchester/
Putnam area. Senior captain Sam Mishkind 
scored the lone goal for the Quakers with a 
beautiful backhand-to-forehand move on a 
breakaway that gave the hosts a brief early 
lead.  

“I saw the defenseman pinch a little bit, 
so I cut up,” Mishkind said. “[Sammy Attia] 
chipped it up to me. I did a little fake, and 
went right around the goalie.”

The game was highlighted by rough play 
and devastating hits. Greeley’s Cooper 
Swenson and Scott Jakubowicz were 
throwing their bodies around throughout 
the game. Late in the first period, Lake 
Placid’s Connor Preston elbowed Greeley 
captain Calder Fontaine into the glass. 
Fontaine had to leave the ice, but returned 
in the second period. Following the game, 
Greeley coach Zach Dargaty said Fontaine 

was “fine.” Dargaty also felt that Greeley 
was able to keep up with the speed and skill 
from the more seasoned Bombers squad. 

“This is the kind of effort we want to 
put out consistently,” he said. “They were 
a quick team, but I think we were able to 
counter-attack a little bit and generate our 
own scoring chances. They we’re getting a 
little better of the play.”

Greeley fed off the strong play of 
goaltender Nick Bright, who stopped 28 
of the 31 shots he faced. Bright said he 
had to get used to the elevated level of skill 
displayed by Lake Placid. 

“They were one of the better teams we’ve 
faced so, at first, I had to adjust to that level 
of play for the first five or 10 minutes,” said 
Bright, who also added that he  has adjusted 
his stance to an older style of play this 

season, in order to cover more of the top 
portion of the net. 

However, Bright was reluctant to blame 
his defense for the three goals, saying, “They 
did their job today and eliminated a lot of 
the chances Lake Placid had.”

The Quakers also received added support 
from the “Ice Dawgz,” the new Greeley 
ice hockey fan group. The Ice Dawgz 
have created an unprecedented, raucous 
atmosphere at Greeley games. Dargaty said 
his players have noticed the change in fan 
support. 

“It’s been the best part of this season,” 
he said. “We’ve struggled to get fans up to 
Brewster in the past. To have these students 
come out and cheer us on, I know it gave 
our guys a big boost.”

Despite the loss, Dargaty thinks this was a 
good experience for his squad.

“I think we learned that we need to play 
much harder and more consistently to 
eventually get to a championship.”

Greeley Falls to Cross-State Rival Lake Placid
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Greeley’s Sam Mishkind takes the puck toward the 
blue line on his way to scoring the Quakers’ only 
goal in Sunday’s game vs. Lake Placid.

Horace Greeley’s Matthew Mutkoski finds himself  
surrounded by Lake Placid players as he fights for 
control of  the puck.

Greeley’s Calder Fontaine and goalie Nicholas Bright keep their eyes on the puck in front of  the net 
during Sunday’s game at Brewster Ice Arena.

The Quakers’ Scott Jakubowicz tries to win a race for the puck in Sunday’s game at Brewster Ice Arena.

Greeley coach Zach Dargaty watches his Quakers 
in the second period of  Sunday’s game vs. Lake 
Placid.

Horace Greeley hockey fans, dubbed the “Ice Dawgz,” watch their team skate vs. Lake Placid at the Brewster Ice Arena on Sunday afternoon.

Cooper Swenson of  Greeley (left) battles for 
control of  the puck during the Quakers’ game vs. 
Lake Placid.
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By Andy Jacobs
Chances are, the Fox Lane boys’ 

basketball team has seen more than 
enough of Dutchess County for a while. 

The Foxes made two long trips north 
this past week and came away empty-
handed both times, losing at Arlington last 
Tuesday evening and then to Marlboro on 
Saturday afternoon at the Pioneer Classic 
in Poughkeepsie. 

“I think we’re gonna end up being 
alright,” said Foxes’ first-year coach 
Mike Tomassi shortly after his team’s 
near-miraculous comeback against the 
Admirals fell just a bit short. “For being so 
young, not having much game experience, 
we came out and we never gave up. And 
to pull close to a team that good said a 
lot about our boys, and I think we’re only 
gonna improve.” 

Fox Lane trailed Arlington by eight 
points with just over half a minute 
remaining, but back-to-back 3-pointers 
by Matt Redhead and Alex Olsen 
provided the Admirals with a big scare 
in the final few seconds. When the Foxes’ 
Emmett Robin misfired on a desperation 
heave from just inside the midcourt line 
as time expired, Arlington was finally able 
to breathe a sigh of relief and escape with 
a 53-51 victory. 

“They had a great crowd, the place was 
loud, so it was a good learning experience 
for our boys today,” said Tomassi. “I was 
very proud of how we fought. You know, 
Arlington was great. They put a lot of 
pressure on us, they made us work. It’s a 
good team. They’re as good as advertised.”

A 3-pointer by New, who led the Foxes 
with 15 points, and two free throws 
from Redhead, gave Fox Lane a 5-4 lead 
midway through the opening quarter. But 
the Admirals scored the last 10 points of 
the period and never trailed again the rest 
of the way. Three baskets by Redhead, 
who finished with 13 points, enabled the 

Foxes to narrow an 11-point deficit to 26-
19 at halftime. 

The Foxes, who began their season by 
winning the Scarsdale tournament and 
also beat Pelham on the road on Friday, 
opened the second half with successive 
baskets in the lane from Mike Corry and 
New. But the third quarter ended with the 
Admirals’ Dan Schweitzer scoring on a 
put-back at the buzzer that left Fox Lane 
trailing 37-30. 

A pair of free throws by Brendan Sunday 
with 5:09 to go stretched the Arlington 
lead to 11 points again before the resilient 
Foxes responded with a 7-0 burst that 
began with a conventional 3-point play 
by Owen Azrak and ended with four 
straight points from New. Still, the Foxes 
seemed finished when Schweitzer nailed 
a 3-pointer with 1:18 left, giving the hosts 

a 53-45 edge. 
The 3-pointer by Redhead with 32.9 

seconds on the clock and then Olsen’s trey 
25 seconds later put Fox Lane in position 
to steal the game. When the Admirals’ 
Sunday missed the front end of a 1-and-1 
with 4.7 seconds remaining and Arlington 
clinging to a two-point lead, the Foxes 
suddenly had a golden opportunity.

But without any timeouts left, they took 
too long pushing the ball up the court and 
it wound up in the hands of Robin, who 
was forced to toss up a desperation, off-
balance shot from midcourt that caromed 
off the top of the backboard as the buzzer 
sounded.

“It just didn’t go in our favor,” said 
Tomassi. “Yeah, I wish we had a couple 
more minutes. It would’ve been nice.”

Foxes’ Last-Minute Comeback Bid Falls Short at Arlington
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Sean New of  Fox Lane fires a jump shot from the 
right baseline in last Tuesday’s road game vs. 
Arlington.

The Foxes’ Matt Redhead slices past a pair of  
Arlington players as he tries to score inside.

Alex Olsen of  Fox Lane tries to score in the paint 
last Tuesday evening.

Fox Lane guard Mike Corry sends up a shot in last 
Tuesday’s game at Arlington.

Fox Lane’s Owen Azrak dribbles the ball during 
the first half  vs. host Arlington last week.
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By Andy Jacobs
According to Briarcliff girls’ basketball 

coach Don Hamlin, sophomore Jackie 
Contento has a tendency to defer to her 
teammates a little too much.

“Sometimes Jackie thinks that she 
should watch everybody else play,” 
Hamlin was saying early Saturday 
evening. “When she decides to play, 
she’s very good.”

Fortunately for the Bears, Contento 
had just chosen a very good time to play. 
Her six points during a late 11-0 spurt 
enabled the Bears to overcome a four-
point deficit and go on to defeat Suffern 
48-42 in the championship game of the 
15th annual Briarcliff Booster Club 
Basketball Tournament. 

Contento, who finished with a game-
high 15 points and was named to the 
all-tourney team, began the Bears’ big 
run with two free throws and capped it 
with consecutive drives along the left 
baseline for baskets 28 seconds apart 
that gave Briarcliff a 44-37 lead with 
1:52 remaining. Her steal with 1:20 to 
go and a pair of foul shots by tourney 
MVP Carly Fanelli that soon followed 
all but sealed the outcome.

For a while, though, Hamlin was left 
wondering how his undersized team 
would overcome the challenge it was 
facing from the visiting Mounties. The 
Bears built a seven-point halftime lead, 
but after a Kelsey Simpson layup early 
in the third quarter they went scoreless 
until Contento made a 3-pointer from 
the left corner with just 27 seconds 
remaining in the period to end a 10-0 
Suffern run.  

“We have mental lapses and in the 
third quarter I don’t think we grabbed 
a rebound,” said Hamlin. “We forget to 
box out. You work on it every day.”

Suffern’s big center, Liz Trojan, began 
the Mounties’ third-quarter spurt with 
consecutive put-back baskets, but she 
fouled out with four and a half minutes 
remaining in the period. Despite her 
absence, the Mounties started the fourth 
quarter tied at 33-33 and proceeded to 
score the first four points of the final 
stanza. 

With his players facing the sort of 
adversity that was nowhere to be found 
in Friday’s 54-20 first-round  romp over 
Hastings, Hamlin implored them to 
step it up in the last eight minutes. 

“I just told ‘em it’s time to fight,” he 
said. “I mean, we’re not fighting for 
things. I thought we did a much better 
job in doing that. The third quarter, 
all we did was pass the ball around the 
perimeter. We didn’t penetrate at all. We 
started penetrating and getting open 
looks. We did a better job.”

The two free throws by Contento 
with six minutes to go started the 11-0 
Bears’ burst that turned the tide. Kelly 
Monaghan soon followed with two more 
foul shots to tie the game. Even though 
Grace Orr, the other Bear to make the 
all-tournament team, fouled out with 
2:36 remaining, Suffern never got closer 
than five points again after Contento 
rose to the occasion and scored two 
straight times by driving the baseline. 

Fanelli, who scored 14 points, 
converted on a pair of free throws with 
52 seconds left, extending the Bears’ 
advantage to seven points and all but 
assuring their fifth win in six games this 
year. A day earlier, she had continued the 
torrid start to her sophomore season by 

scoring 16 of her game-high 18 points 
in the first half when Briarcliff was 
building a 36-5 halftime lead against the 
overwhelmed Yellow Jackets. 

“Physically she’s stronger, mentally 
she’s stronger,” said Hamlin of the 
improvement he’s seen in Fanelli since 
last year. “She’s having a great season so 
far and I’m lucky to have her.”

He also knows he’s lucky to have 
escaped Saturday with a win over 
Suffern, which posed a big threat the 
entire way even after being outscored 
13-3 late in the first half.

“Look at them, they’re huge,” said 
Hamlin about the Mounties. “I knew 
this game would be tough.”
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Briarcliff’s Jill Maguffin drives along the right 
baseline during Saturday’s game vs. Suffern.

Bears Step Up in the Fourth Quarter to Defeat Suffern

Jackie Contento drives along the baseline during 
the Bears’ victory vs. Hastings Friday. Carly Fanelli hits a shot from the foul line on 

her way to earning MVP honors at the Briarcliff  
Booster Club Tournament.

The Bears’ Kelly Monaghan grabs an offensive 
rebound in Saturday’s win over Suffern.

Briarcliff’s Ava Greco sets her sights on the 
basket in the easy win over Hastings.

Briarcliff  coach Don Hamlin watches his team 
battle Suffern in the fourth quarter on Saturday. 

Briarcliff’s Kelsey Simpson passes the ball vs. 
Suffern in the title game of  the Bears’ annual 
Booster Club Tournament.
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SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

By Andy Jacobs
The Briarcliff boys’ basketball team 

has come a long way since last year’s 
disappointing playoff loss at Irvington, 
a game that quickly turned into a rout 
after a competitive first half.

“We’ve just changed and we’ve 
evolved,” is the way head coach Cody 
Moffett describes the difference a year 
has made for his Bears. “These guys 
were young last year. We went through 
some of the bumps and bruises, but 
now it’s a totally different year. The 
system we’ve put in place is working to 
perfection.”

Moffett won’t get an argument 
from the Wallkill Panthers, who were 
outclassed by the Bears on Saturday 
evening 64-33 in the championship 
game of the 15th annual Briarcliff 
Booster Club Basketball Tournament. 
Jeff Blair led the balanced Bears’ attack 
with 12 points and guard Malik White 
earned tourney MVP honors as the 
hosts improved to 3-1 so far this season.

“Well, we’ve still got a lot of work 
to do,” said Moffett, even after his 
team led the Panthers from Section 9 
start to finish and outscored them by 
a whopping 24-6 margin in the final 
quarter. “We have aspirations of trying 
to become a state championship team, 
and before we get there we’ve got to take 
one step at a time.”

The Bears began the game with 
baskets by Alquan Phillip and White 
and kept Wallkill off the scoreboard for 
the first three and a half minutes. The 
first quarter ended with a 3-pointer 
from the left corner just before the 
buzzer by freshman guard Jack Ryan 
that increased the Briarcliff lead to 
15-6. The margin grew to 14 points in 
the second quarter before the Panthers 
answered with a pair of 3-pointers that 
helped them get to within 26-16 at 

halftime. 
Wallkill moved to within seven points 

in the third quarter before the Bears ran 
off seven straight points, highlighted by 
White’s perfect alley-oop pass to center 
Sean Crowley. The period concluded 
with Phillip connecting on a 3-pointer 
to extend the Briarcliff lead to 40-27. 

Sophomore guard Jack Reish, who 
joined Crowley on the all-tourney 
team, scored 10 consecutive points to 
start the fourth quarter, hitting on a 
pair of runners in the lane and then two 
successive 3-pointers from left of the 
key. Suddenly the Bears’ lead was up to 
23 points and Moffett was able to utilize 
most of the 17 players on his sizable 

roster. But there was no letup from 
Briarcliff as White and Matt Delorenzo 
each made a late 3-pointer and Daniel 
Horowitz provided a pair of them.

“Yeah, we have a deep rotation,” said 
Moffett. “But not only that, within the 
deep rotation, every last guy, from one 
to the end, all works hard. I’ve got 17 
guys that I love and 17 guys that play 
hard for me. So when you get down to a 
situation like that, it’s hard to cut a kid 
who’s giving you everything he’s got.”

As much as Moffett relished seeing all 
his players delight the home fans with 
their offensive contributions, he was 
even more pleased by the Bears’ effort 
at the defensive end, where they held a 
sweet-shooting Panther team to just six 

fourth-quarter points.
“Our defensive intensity, that’s 

something we’ve been focusing on the 
last couple of days,” he said. “And I 
think that’s our best defensive effort 
that I’ve seen last year and this year. 
It was really exciting to see. And if 
our intensity is like that and our focus 
and our commitment is there on the 
defensive end,  you know offense will 
take care of itself.”

Briarcliff Crushes Wallkill in Booster Club Tourney Final
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Bears center Sean Crowley concentrates on a free 
throw in the Bears’ victory over Wallkill. The Bears’ Jackson Wexler tries to corral a 

rebound in traffic vs. the Wallkill Panthers.

Alquan Phillip of  Briarcliff  takes the ball to the 
basket in Saturday’s title win vs. visiting Wallkill.

The Bears’ Jeff  Blair handles the ball in Saturday’s 
win over Wallkill.

Malik White, who earned the Briarcliff  Booster 
Club Tourney’s MVP award, pushes the ball up the 
court on Saturday evening.

Briarcliff  guard Jack Reish tosses up a shot in the 
lane in the fourth quarter vs. Wallkill.

Briarcliff  coach Cody Moffett has a chat with 
guard Jack Reish during Saturday’s championship 
game in the Booster Club Tournament.
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By Andy Jacobs
Gabriella Rubin is an unflappable 

freshman guard whose calm demeanor 
has already started to pay dividends for 
the Pace University women’s basketball 
team.

On Saturday afternoon, she scored a 
career-high 23 points and provided two 
huge baskets in the midst of a game-
turning 12-0 run that lifted the host 
Setters to a 61-56 victory over American 
International College at the Goldstein 
Fitness Center. 

“She plays at an even keel,” said Setters 
coach Carrie Seymour afterwards 
about Rubin, one of her trio of Staten 
Island backcourt recruits on the roster 
this season. “She stays the same. For a 
freshman, that’s rare. Sometimes she 
can make you crazy because she is so 
even-keeled. But she wants the ball, 
she wants to take big shots, and that’s 
contagious.”

The biggest of those shots just may 
have been her 3-pointer from the left 
side of the key with 3:45 left in the 
contest and the Setters desperately 
trying to overturn what had been a 
nine-point deficit a couple of minutes 
earlier. Just 30 seconds after her big 
trey, she stole the ball and raced coast 
to coast for a layup that tied the game. 

With 2:25 to go, teammate Margo 
Hackett, who finished the day with 
13 points, seven rebounds and seven 
assists, came through with another 
3-pointer from the top of the key, giving 
the Setters a 55-52 lead they never 
relinquished. In the final 20 seconds, 
Rubin calmly sank four consecutive free 
throws to thwart the Yellow Jackets.

“Yeah, Gabby’s a tough player,” said 
Seymour. “She’s a tough player. For a 
freshman, she has a lot of poise.”

That poise helped the Setters come 
away with a much-needed conference 
victory over Southwest Division foe AIC. 
Pace had dropped four of its first five 
games in the Northeast-10 Conference 
this season and, with starting center 
Kirsten Dodge sidelined for at least the 
next three weeks, its playoff prospects 
were already beginning to fade.  

“I think any game right now is 
important for us,” said Seymour. 
“The league is very competitive, very 
balanced, and we had a bad start to the 
season. Anything we can grind out is 
huge.”

The Setters, now 4-6 after cruising 
past Caldwell 80-69 at home on Sunday 
behind five 3-pointers apiece from 
seniors Hackett and Jaclyn Oskam, 
never led against AIC in the second 
half until their big spurt down the 
stretch. The lead did change hands half 
a dozen times in the first 20 minutes, 
and a Rubin 3-pointer with 14 seconds 
remaining moved Pace to within 25-24 
at intermission. 

But the Yellow Jackets, despite losing 
leading scorer Brianna Bishop to a first-
half injury, began the second half on 
an 11-3 run, opening up a nine-point 
advantage less than four minutes in. 
With Hackett connecting on a pair of 
shots from beyond the 3-point arc two 
minutes apart, the Setters twice closed 
to within four points. 

Pace was still within four points, 47-
43, after Rachel Dortch made a short 
jumper with 9:22 left. The Setters then 
proceeded to miss their next seven shots 
from the field and went scoreless for 
three and a half minutes as AIC rebuilt 
its nine-point cushion. Trailing 52-43, 
the Setters began their late comeback 
with 5:42 to go when Yuni Sher, who 
had a game-high 10 rebounds, scored 
on a put-back while getting fouled and 
added the free throw. 

“That was big,” said Seymour about 
the conventional 3-point play by Sher. 
“We just had to get some momentum 
going, something positive.”

Nearly 90 seconds later, Sher made 
a steal and was able to hit the front 
end of a 1-and-1. Soon the Setters got 

the clutch 3-pointers from Rubin and 
Hackett and managed to grab the lead 
for the first time since holding a 13-12 
edge six minutes before halftime. 

“Some days we’ll win with 3s and 
some days we’ll have to win doing 
something else,” said Seymour, whose 
team outscored AIC by 21 points from 
beyond the arc. “But today, down the 
stretch, those two were huge that we 
had.”

The Setters’ resilience and fight in 
the game’s waning moments were also 
a welcome sight for Seymour, who 
figured her players just got tired of being 
outmuscled for most of the afternoon.

“To AIC’s credit, that’s the way they 
play, and especially after the shooter 
(Bishop) got hurt,” she said. “They’re 
just gonna try to get second-chance 
possessions and they just rip the ball 
right out of your hands. You know, it’s 
one of our weaknesses. It’s no secret. 

We’re not a real strong rebounding 
team. We’re just trying to get ‘em to get 
after it. I think at the four-minute mark 
was when we finally stood up and said, 
‘no more, no more offensive rebounds.’”

As a result, the Setters wound up 
winning a game against a struggling 
AIC team they seemed doomed to lose 
most of the afternoon. 

“I don’t think the ceiling would’ve 
caved in,” said Seymour about the 
fortunes for the Setters had they come 
up short against the Yellow Jackets. “It’s 
a long season. We’ve got to keep working 
at trying to get ourselves playing better 
basketball.”

A Second-Half Spurt Lifts the Setters to a Win Over AIC

AN
DY

 JA
CO

BS
 P

HO
TO

S

Pace senior Jaclyn Oskam lines up a shot from the 
right baseline vs. AIC.

The Setters’ Margo Hackett drives along the 
left baseline during the victory over American 
International.

Pace University’s Rachel Dortch battles for the 
ball with AIC’s Imani Stepney during Saturday’s 
game at the Goldstein Fitness Center.

Pace forward Yuni Sher tries to dribble across 
midcourt in the home victory on Saturday 
afternoon.

Freshman guard Gabriella Rubin hits a free 
throw in the final seconds of  Pace’s home win on 
Saturday.

Pace University coach Carrie Seymour gives 
instructions to her team as guard Margo Hackett 
looks on in the second half  vs. AIC.
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By Monica D’Ippolito
After the first 20 minutes of play, the Pace 

men’s basketball team led its Northeast-10 
opponent, American International College 
by four points, but early foul trouble 
in the second half, combined with the 
Yellow Jackets’ dominance in the paint, 
spelled doom for the  Setters in the final 
two minutes on Saturday afternoon at the 
Goldstein Fitness Center.

“Down the stretch, I think it was two 
things -- when they did get it inside, they 
answered, and number two, we had some 
opportunities that just didn’t fall,” Setters 
coach Pat Kennedy said after his team’s 71-
65 loss. “Our earlier league games we were 
losing by 17, 18 points… and when you lose 
in double digits you say, ‘Okay, before you 
start winning, you got to be in position to 
win. So you hate losing, but at least tonight 
with (29 seconds) it was a one-possession 
game.”

Pace (3-8) struggled against its previous 
five Northeast-10 Conference opponents, 
losing all of them by a combined score of 
375-274. But the Setters came out strong 
against the Yellow Jackets (6-2), who were 
3-1 in conference play.

The Setters’ ball movement was superb 
in the first half, as they easily found their 
passing lanes against AIC’s defense. Pace, 
averaging just 10 assists a game this season, 
racked up nine of them by halftime. 

Pace was led by Mike DeMello, who 
connected on five of his seven shots from 
the field, including three of five from 
beyond the arc, and totaled 13 points in the 
first 20 minutes.

“Mike DeMello in the first half, he’s just 
unbelievable,” Kennedy said of the Mohegan 
Lake native who played high school ball for 
Kennedy and then White Plains. “He plays 
defense, he doesn’t turn the ball over, he gets 
his hands on the ball. As a freshman, he’s 
really blossoming. He’s going to be a terrific 
player.”

Pace entered halftime with a 34-31 
lead, but the Yellow Jackets came out in 
the second half and changed their entire 
game plan. On defense, instead of fighting 
through screens, AIC started switching and 
offensively, instead of trying to find the open 
shot from the perimeter, they pounded the 
ball into the paint.

“In the first half, they tried to play us 
straight-up, so the passing lanes were wide 
open, so the ball moved very well,” Kennedy 
said. “They did a very good job in the 
second of saying, ‘You know what, they’re 

running their offense too easily, let’s switch 
everything.’ So every time we would set a 
screen, they would just switch out and all 
of a sudden we were hesitant and the ball 
wasn’t moving the same way and that hurt 
us a lot.”

After totaling nine assists in the first half, 
the Setters only combined for three more in 
the second, and with 6-foot-8-inch center 
Victor Jusino out with a concussion, the 
Yellow Jackets had their way inside, piling 
up 42 of their points in the paint.

AIC senior forward Marcus Porter led 
all scorers with 22 points, shooting 8-of-11 
from the field and 5-of-8 from the foul line. 
Porter’s presence inside put the Setters in 
early foul trouble as well.

“I could see right away in the first 
x-amount of minutes, they posted up 
Mike (DeMello) and then they posted up 
Shelton (Mickell) and then they posted up 
Kyle (Pearson), and you can just see they 
were just throwing it inside every time,” 
Kennedy said. “We didn’t have Vic today 
and that really hurt us. He would have been 
a difference maker.”

With just over two minutes remaining, 
Bryan Rivers made an aggressive move to 
the basket and acrobatically finished on the 
play while also getting fouled. He added 
the free throw to put Pace up 63-62. A free 
throw by the Yellow Jackets’ Al-Shabazz 
tied the game. 

On the ensuing offensive possession, 
Mickell attacked the basket, but this time 
could not get his layup try to drop. The 
Yellow Jackets took the lead when Nolan 
Woodward scored on a put-back following 
a missed 3-point try by Cameron Dobbs.

“We had one drive where (Mickell) 
missed the layup,” said Kennedy. “It was a 
tough layup, we had all of the momentum, 
and he made a great move out of our 
offense. He cut back against the grain and 
he was right there all by himself and he just 
missed that layup. So that’s the play I’ll keep 
seeing in my mind. We were right there, I 

can’t complain about that. That was great 
effort by our guys.”

Pace would then be forced to play catch-
up and never regained the lead as AIC took 
advantage of the double bonus by making 
free throws down the stretch.

“They were making their foul shots 
and the game was kind of slipping away,” 
DeMello said afterwards. “They started 
making their shots, their bigs made some 
good plays. But it really just comes down to 
they made some foul shots in the end.”

Demello finished with 16 points on 6-for-
13 shooting from the field and 4-of-8 from 
3-point range, while Mickell led the Setters 

with 17 points and four rebounds.
Despite the loss, DeMello, just like 

his coach, acknowledged Pace’s vast 
improvement from its previous games. 

“That means that we’re growing every 
game,” DeMello said of the significance 
of the close loss. “The teams that we had 
trouble with in the beginning of the year, 
we realize now that we can play with these 
teams and we can pull out some wins. We’re 
excited for the rest of the season.”

Parent Forum:
Preventing Teen Alcohol  

and Other Drug Use
Part of the Mt. Pleasant Library and  

Pleasantville STRONG
Parent Education Series

• Learn the results of a survey of Pleasantville  
parents’ attitudes on underage drinking  

and other drug use
•  Expert panel presents prevention strategies
•  Provide input into Pleasantville STRONG

Tuesday January 6, 2015 • 7pm
Mount Pleasant Public Library 350 Bedford Rd,  

Pleasantville, NY 10570

For more information visit
https://www.facebook.com/PleasantvilleSTRONG
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Pace University’s Bryan Rivers dribbles the ball 
across the court in the first half  of  Saturday’s 
home game.

Pace forward Jaylen Mann fights for a rebound 
with AIC’s Marcus Porter during Saturday 
afternoon’s game.

Pace’s Jared Pearson has plenty of  company as 
he tries to get to the basket in Saturday’s game 
vs. AIC.

Pace freshman guard Mike DeMello hits the floor 
to come up with a loose ball in Saturday’s game 
at the Goldstein Fitness Center.

Pace Men’s Team Drops a Close Contest to the Yellow Jackets
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