
By Janine Bowen
Finding additional parking is the 

primary roadblock to more development 
in downtown Pleasantville, village 
trustees said last week.

At a special work session Nov. 17 to 
discuss long-term goals and planning 
initiatives, the village board agreed that 
the creation of better public spaces and the 
development of underutilized properties 
will be difficult to achieve unless more 
vehicles can be accommodated. 

The most logical solution is exploring 
the possibility of building a parking 
garage, which could include retail 
locations on the ground level. Mayor 
Peter Scherer said there are opportunities 
for companies to open small offices 
in Pleasantville, including the Chase 
building at 444 Bedford Rd., which has 

had vacancies on the top floor for several 
years. 

There are also opportunities for 
residences above retail locations in the 
future; however, many companies are 
deterred from coming to Pleasantville 
because of lack of parking. 

“I think most people were relatively 
comfortable with the idea that commuter 
parking could be structured parking 
because they’re there all day; they’re not 
in and out,” Scherer said.

Cost would be a major obstacle for a 
garage. According to Scherer, a 200-space 
parking structure would cost about $6 
million and carry about $30,000 of debt 
service annually. In addition, parking 
fees would need to be raised in order to 
recoup some of the construction money. 

By Martin Wilbur
A lawsuit filed last week on behalf of 

former North Castle Police Chief Geoffrey 
Harisch alleges that Town Administrator 
Joan Goldberg retaliated against him after 
he tried to expose police overtime abuses 
within the department.

The 79-page complaint filed Nov. 19 
in state Supreme Court in White Plains, 
names Goldberg, the town and the North 
Castle Town Board as defendants. The 
suit alleges the administrator tried various 
tactics to reduce Harisch’s pay and to create 
the position of police commissioner so 
Harisch would have a superior when it was 
apparent he would be the next police chief.

“This case is about a rogue Town 
Administrator’s malicious efforts to 
destroy the business reputation of a highly 
respected Chief of Police and violate his 

Constitutional right to speak freely without 
fear of retaliation,” the suit’s preliminary 
statement mentioned.

It also implicates “a novice Town 
Board that negligently rehired” and later 
reappointed Goldberg after her December 
2013 termination despite its knowledge of 
her repeated egregious misconduct.

Filing of the lawsuit comes 10 
months after the notice of claim was 
submitted  detailing Goldberg’s alleged 
misconduct and how she ignored Harisch’s 
documentation of overtime abuses, 
primarily by longtime lieutenant and ex-
provisional chief William Fisher. 

However, the lawsuit also charges that the 
mistreatment of Harisch and the pattern 
of covering up prior overtime abuses 
continued this year. Harisch, who was 

By Martin Wilbur
A vote to authorize county funds for the 

Chappaqua affordable housing project is 
likely before the end of the year in hopes 
that Westchester will comply with the 
2014 benchmark outlined in the housing 
settlement with the federal government.

Board of Legislators Chairman Michael 
Kaplowitz (D-Somers) announced last 
Thursday that he will back a resolution for 
the county to enter into an intermunicipal 
agreement with the Town of New Castle 
to provide up to $1.65 million in funding 
toward Conifer Realty’s proposed 28-unit 
project at 54 Hunts Place.

Kaplowitz, who made his 
announcement in an empty lot adjacent 
the roughly one-third-of-an-acre parcel, 
said unless the funding is approved by 
Dec. 31, Westchester will fall short in 
reaching its required milestone of having 
approved funds for at least 450 units 
since the settlement was signed in 2009. 
Currently, funding has been approved for 

426 new units, but no other projects are 
in line for approval in the coming weeks.

“By putting in this language, I am now 
in support of, as the representative for 
this district, and I’m going to urge my 
colleagues on the Board of Legislators 
to do what (we) can to support this 
legislation and to move it through before 
the year ends,” Kaplowitz said. “It is 
important, and I have spent a lot of time 
and capital and many resources to bring 
the county into conformity with the 2009 
housing settlement, and have been critical 
of some of the negative efforts that have 
been expended thus far.”

No date has been scheduled for the 
vote, although the Board of Legislators 
has two regularly scheduled meetings 
remaining this year, he said.

A special permit for the controversial 
project, which has been met with intense 
local opposition because many residents 
have argued the site is inappropriate for 

twitter.com/ExaminerMedia

The Examiner
FREE

November 25 - December 1, 2014 SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS Volume 8, Issue 377

Serving Mount Kisco, Pleasantville, Chappaqua/Millwood/New Castle, Mount Pleasant, Armonk/North Castle & Briarcliff

continued on page 2

County to Vote on Chappaqua Affordable Housing Plan Funds

P’ville Needs Additional Parking to 
Attract More Business: Officials

Ex-North Castle Chief Files 
Lawsuit Against Goldberg, Town

continued on page 2

Pace Loses Home 
Opener 
See Page 31

continued on page 4

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO
Board of  Legislators Chairman Michael Kaplowitz announced Thursday that a vote to fund the Chappaqua 
affordable housing project is likely so the county can comply with the milestones laid out in its settlement 
with the federal government.
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County Likely to Vote on Chappaqua Affordable Housing Plan Funds
housing, was approved by the previous 
town board in 2013. However, in July, 
the Department of State’s Hudson Valley 
Regional Board of Review denied seven of 
the eight fire code variances requested by 
Conifer Realty. 

The Board of Review’s decision came 
after town Building Inspector William 
Maskiell had contended that the project 
failed to meet necessary requirements for 

fire safety and firefighter access to the site.
Kaplowitz was quick to point out 

that any expenditure of county funds is 
contingent upon Conifer receiving all 
municipal and state approvals, including 
compliance with the codes or obtaining 
the necessary variances that were denied 
by the state Board of Review.

He said it was his understanding 
that Conifer was looking to modify its 
proposal, but that the health and safety 

concerns raised by the town must be 
addressed.

“It would be inappropriate and 
irresponsible not to take the action to hit 
the benchmark that’s necessary, but at the 
same time, to ignore the health and safety 
concerns that are real, that have been 
documented, and have been put down 
as conditions of the state would also be 
irresponsible,” Kaplowitz said.

If the county does not meet its annual 
milestones, an initial fine of $30,000 and 
additional penalties of up to $60,000 a 
month can be levied, he said.

Randolph McLaughlin, the attorney 
representing Conifer Realty, said the latest 
development is a positive step and that 
the Rochester-based company remains 
committed to building its affordable 
housing project at the site. 

“We think this is a significant step 
forward toward the development of this 
project,” McLaughlin said.

He said he was not aware of what 
modifications may be made to the plans 
or of any timetable for Conifer to return 
with its proposal.

New Castle Supervisor Robert 
Greenstein, who as a candidate last 
year opposed the project, said it is his 
understanding that state approval is still 
required regardless of what the county 
decides to do.

“Although I haven’t seen the legislation 

yet, from what I gather, the county’s 
position hasn’t changed,” Greenstein 
said. “Everyone agrees that the project 
must satisfy New York state fire and 
building codes or obtain variances in 
order to move forward at the current site, 
including Conifer.”

Last year, the Board of Legislators failed 
to fund the project following the New 
Castle Town Board’s approval because of 
the safety concerns that had been raised.

Two local county legislators said 
Westchester was ahead of the pace to 
build the 750 units during the first four 
years of the settlement because it was able 
to count projects that had been stalled 
by the recession and were ready to move 
forward at the time of the settlement. 
However, now that “the low hanging 
fruit” has been exhausted, the last two 
years may be challenging, said Legislator 
Michael Smith (R-Greenburgh).

“(To build) 750 units in seven years is 
a tough hill to climb,” Smith said. “The 
county is going to make it, but it’s going 
to be tough.”

Legislator Peter Harckham (D-North 
Salem) said while the county is under 
greater pressure to comply with the 
settlement, he viewed the upcoming vote 
as a positive step and is confident it will 
reach the mandatory 750 units by the end 
of 2016.

Ex-North Castle Chief Files Lawsuit 
Against Goldberg, Town
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appointed chief in August 2013, returned 
to his union-protected lieutenant’s position 
within the one-year probationary period. 

Jason Berland, the attorney representing 
Harisch in the matter, declined to make 
further comments. Goldberg and North 
Castle Supervisor Michael Schiliro also 
made no comments.

The suit contends the now-retired 
Fisher, who in his role as lieutenant had 
been in charge of officers’ schedules, “had 
accumulated and recorded hundreds of 
hours of personal compensatory over-
time, many times without any auditable 
explanation of how he accrued that time 
and in direct violation” of department 
procedures.

The document alleges that in February 

2014 the current town board refused to 
meet with Harisch to discuss years’ worth 
of allegations. Furthermore, Goldberg is 
accused in the suit of refusing to authorize 
payments of undisclosed amounts of 
compensatory overtime Harisch previously 
accrued, even though the former chief met 
with Schiliro and reached an understanding 
of his level of compensation.

A PBA grievance was filed on Harisch’s 
behalf last February.

The suit alleges, the town board “wanted 
to see Harisch punished” for filing his 
notice of claim in January.

The defendants will have 20 days to 
respond once they are served with the suit.
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By Janine Bowen
Local immigrants reacted with cautious 

optimism following President Obama’s 
executive order on immigration last week.

On Thursday night, dozens of 
immigrants gathered in Mount Kisco 
at Neighbors Link, an organization that 
provides education and employment 
opportunities to immigrants and 
their families, to watch the president’s 
announcement and discuss what it means 
for their future. 

“We should be very thankful and 
very grateful for this new project,” one 
immigrant who identified himself only as 
Ovidio said through an interpreter.

 “We should have faith in God that 
everything will turn out well as the 
president has presented it. I know, and I 
am actually certain, that many families will 
actually benefit from this new project,” he 
continued.

Karen Anderson Ponzer, an attorney 
with the Pace Community Law Center, 
said there are still plenty of details about 
President Obama’s order that need to be 
analyzed, but noted that his comments 
represented an important step forward for 
the immigrant population. 

In his address, the president said that 
illegal immigrants who have been in the 
country for more than five years, or who 
are the parents of U.S. citizens, may be 
eligible for deferred action. In addition, 

the government will focus its priorities on 
deporting illegal immigrants who have a 
criminal history and pose a threat. 

Although the initiative does not include 
the distribution of green cards, Ponzer 
explained that it will allow people, like 
many of those who rely on Neighbors Link, 
to obtain a social security number, driver’s 
license and work permit. She warned the 
immigrant population to proceed with 
caution, however.

“This is an important opportunity, but 
with that comes great stress for several 
reasons,” she said. 

Ponzer noted that unscrupulous people 
may try to take advantage, offering 
assistance while charging excessive sums 

of money. She advised the group in 
attendance to speak with a trusted attorney 
or organization before proceeding with any 
applications. She added that paperwork 
submitted will remain in government files, 
so immigrants should answer all questions 
accurately and honestly. 

Ponzer and Charlotte Gossett, a senior 
associate with the New York Immigration 
Coalition, noted that President Obama’s 
executive order is the first step toward a 
permanent solution for immigrants. They 
expressed hope that Congress will follow 
the president’s lead and pass immigration 
reform legislation.

Gossett acknowledged that there will 
likely be backlash from the president’s 

address, but reminded those in attendance 
that the law will likely remain in place, at 
least through the remainder of Obama’s 
presidency. 

“We will hear people coming out on 
the news that the president does not have 
the legal authority to do this, and those 
people are wrong,” Gossett said. “There 
are many presidents before him who have 
come forward and set the precedent for 
this and shown us that the president does 
have legal authority to use his discretion 
around the way immigration law is 
applied.”

Neighbors Link Executive Director 
Carola Bracco expressed optimism that 
the executive order will allow those who 
use the organization’s services to focus on 
important issues relating to their transition. 
Last year, Neighbors Link served more 
than 2,600 clients, helping them to secure 
jobs and learn English as well as providing 
homework help for children. 

“Many families will be impacted 
significantly: parents knowing that they 
won’t be separated from their children, 
children knowing that their parents could 
have been deported in the past and now 
don’t have that fear.… I think families 
will be able to focus on the education of 
their children, doing well at their jobs and 
becoming more a part of this community 
that they’ve always been a part of,” Bracco 
said. 

JANINE BOWEN PHOTO
Dozens of  local immigrants gathered at Neighbors Link in Mount Kisco last Thursday night to listen to 
President Obama’s televised speech announcing his executive order on immigration reform.

Local Immigrants’ Hopes Raised Following Obama’s Executive Order
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The most logical place to build a 
structure would be in the current Lane 
lot, off of Cooley Street, Scherer said, with 
several vacant buildings in the vicinity. 
The goal would be to move the 110 
commuter parking spaces from Memorial 
Plaza into a garage in order to make space 
available for more development and the 
creation of additional public green space. 

Although a commuter parking garage 
would help, Trustee Mindy Berard said 
she is focused on providing spaces for 
the residents who live and work in the 

village. Berard said she doesn’t want to 
bring in commuters from neighboring 
municipalities. 

“We don’t need to attract commuters 
from up county who don’t want to pay to 
park up there,” she said. 

Berard was also adamant that 
before any development initiatives are 
undertaken, Pleasantville needs to update 
its Master Plan, which hasn’t been done 
in nearly two decades. She said the 
current plan does not address modern 
trends and issues, such as assisted living 
facilities like the Brightview Senior Living 

project proposed last month for the 
Jewish Childcare Association property on 
Broadway. 

It also fails to consider that most 
households today own more than one 
vehicle. 

“Our lifestyles now are very different 
than they were in 1995,” Berard said. 

Trustees noted that there will likely be 
opposition to a parking garage, but that 
development will remain stagnant until 
alternatives are found. Trustee Colleen 
Griffin-Wagner suggested that the 
village consult the community regarding 
a parking structure, and if a majority 
opposes the idea, discussion would likely 
have to be halted. 

Furthermore, local businesses that 
would benefit from the increased parking 
should help pay for the project. Trustee 
Jonathan Cunningham said business 
owners could work together to tackle 
parking issues by devising creative 
solutions. 

Although trustees discussed the 
possibility of a parking garage, Berard said 
it could take at least a decade before a plan 
could be accepted and a structure is built. 
At the end of last week’s meeting, Scherer 
said the village will look into getting more 
accurate debt service estimates based 
on current rates to see if the project is 
financially feasible. 

Trustee Steven Lord said that whatever 
officials decide, they will need to create a 
plan that accommodates the future vision 
for Pleasantville. 

“We don’t want to build something for 
yesterday; we want to build for 20 years 
down the road,” he said. 

P’ville Needs Additional Parking to Attract More Business: Officials
continued from page 1
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GlenmorangieÊ10ÊYrÊOldÊ......................... $34.99
StolichanayaÊVodkaÊ1.75Ê....................... $35.99
TanquerayÊGinÊ1.75Ê................................ $38.99
BombayÊSapphireÊ1.75Ê.......................... $42.99
BelverdereÊVodkaÊ1.75LÊ.........................$43.99
KetelÊOneÊVodkaÊ1.75LÊ...........................$43.99
JackÊDanielsÊ1.75Ê.................................. $45.99
MacallanÊScotchÊ12ÊYr.ÊOldÊ750ÊMLÊ....... $52.99
GlenmorangieÊ1.75LÊ............................... $59.99
GreyÊGooseÊVodkaÊ1.75Ê.......................... $59.99
JohnnieÊWalkerÊBlackÊ1.75Ê.................... $67.99
JohhnieÊWalkerÊBlueÊ750ÊMLÊ............... $169.99

SPIRITSÊONÊSALE
CinzanoÊAstiÊ750ÊMLÊ....................................................$9.99
MionettoÊProseccoÊGoldÊLabelÊ..................................$10.99
Ruffi no ProseccoÊ.......................................................$10.99
ZardettoÊProseccoÊ.....................................................$11.99
MartiniÊ&ÊRossiÊAstiÊ...................................................$12.99
GruetÊBrutÊ...................................................................$13.99
GruetÊBlancÊDeÊNoirÊ...................................................$13.99
RoedererÊEstateÊBrutÊ.................................................$17.99
NicolasÊFeuillatteÊBrutÊ..............................................Ê$29.99
MoetÊImperialÊ.............................................................$35.99
TaittingerÊBrutÊ............................................................$39.99
VeuveÊClicquotÊ...........................................................$39.99

SPARKLINGÊWINESÊ&ÊCHAMPAGNESÊ750ÊML

DarioÊDÕAngeloÊMontepulcianoÊDÕAbruzzoÊ$7.99
CitraÊRedÊorÊWhiteÊ.......................................$8.99
LindemannÕsÊMerlotÊ(Shiraz/Cab,ÊCab,
Merlot,ÊChardonnay)Ê.............................................$9.99
LittleÊPenguinÊallÊTypes...............................$9.99
YellowÊTailÊ(Chard,ÊShiraz,ÊCab,
Merlot,ÊShiraz/Cab)Ê.......................................$10.99
FolonariÊPinotÊGrigioÊorÊChiantiÊ................$10.99

BollaÊ(AllÊTypes)Ê............................$10.99
MezzacoronaÊPinotÊGrigioÊ............$11.99
CavitÊPinotÊGrigioÊ..........................$11.99
BarefootÊAllÊTypesÊ.........................$11.99
WoodbridgeÊChard,ÊCab,
Merlot,ÊPinotÊNoirÊ..........................$11.99
FetzerÊ(AllÊTypes)Ê..........................$11.99
Ruffi no Chianti or Pinot GrigioÊ.....$12.99
RelaxÊRieslingÊ...............................$15.99

1.5ÊLITERS

FRENCHÊWINES NYÊSTATEÊWINESCALIFORNIAÊMERLOTÊ750ÊML

GREATÊWINEÊVALUES

BeringerÊFoundersÊ................. $9.99
BogleÊ...................................... $8.99
ToastedÊHeadÊ......................... $9.99
ChateauÊSt.ÊJeanÊ.................... $9.99
J.ÊLohrÊ.................................. $11.99
HessÊ...................................... $11.99Ê
KendallÊJacksonÊ.................. $11.99
SterlingÊNapaÊ....................... $12.99
SimiÊ...................................... $13.99
Kali/HeartÊ............................. $14.99
KendallÊJacksonÊGrandÊReserveÊ$16.99
MeiomiÊ................................. $17.99
SonomaÊCutrerÊ..................... $22.99
MerÊSoleilÊ............................. $27.99
CakebreadÊ............................ $39.99

CALIFORNIA
CHARDONNAYÊ750ÊML

CALIFORNIA
CABERNETSÊ750ÊML

ITALIANÊWINES

ClanÊMacGregorÊ1.75Ê..................... $18.99
GordonÕsÊGinÊ1.75...........................Ê$20.99
SvedkaÊVodkaÊ1.75.........................$20.99Ê
SmirnoffÊVodkaÊ1.75Ê...................... $20.99
Seagram’sÊ7Ê1.75Ê........................... $21.99
BacardiÊLightÊ1.75.........................Ê. $22.99
CanadianÊClubÊ1.75Ê........................ $22.99
SkyyÊVodkaÊ1.75............................. $26.99
SeagramsÊVOÊ1.75Ê.......................... $26.99
Grant’sÊScotchÊ1.75Ê....................... $26.99
JimÊBeamÊBourbonÊ1.75Ê................ $29.99
AbsolutÊ1.75Ê................................... $33.99
DewarÕsÊScotchÊ1.75Ê...................... $33.99
BeefeaterÊ1.75Ê................................$34.99

CorvoÊRedÊorÊWhiteÊ................$8.99
SantaÊCristinaÊ........................$8.99
DiÊMajoÊNorante
SangioveseÊ.............................$8.99
FalescoÊVitanoÊ........................$9.99
Banfi  Principessa GaviÊ........$11.99
AllegriniÊPalazzoÊdellaÊTorreÊ$15.99
AntinoriÊRedÊ(Toscana)Ê........$17.99

ParallelleÊ“45”ÊCotesÊDuÊRhoneÊ $10.99
ElÊGuigalÊCotesÊDuÊRhoneÊ.......... $11.99
LouisÊJadotÊBeau.ÊorÊMaconÊVillÊ....... $11.99
PhillippineÊdeÊSaintÊSyrlleÊ
Chat.ÊduÊPapeÊÊ91ÊWS...Ê................ $19.99
LouisÊJadotÊPouillyÊFuisseÊ......... $21.99

BrotherhoodÊRieslingÊ...$11.99
MillbrookÊCabÊFrancÊ....$14.99
HermannÊJ.ÊWiemer
(SemiÊDryÊRiesling)Ê......$16.99

BogleÊ.............................. $7.99
BlackstoneÊ..................... $8.99
J.ÊLohrÊ.......................... $11.99
CoppolaÊ........................ $12.99
KendallÊJacksonÊ.......... $15.99

MonsantoÊChiantiÊ.................$18.99
Ruffi no Chianti Tan LabelÊ....$20.99
SantaÊMargaritaÊ
PinotÊGrigioÊ..........................$21.99
Ruffi no Modus 2010Ê............$24.99
Banfi  Brunello 2008Ê.............$49.99
MasiÊAmaroneÊ......................$49.99
AllegriniÊAmaroneÊ................$69.99

JacobsÊCreekÊChardonnayÊ...$6.99
SantaÊRitaÊSauv.ÊBlancÊ.........$6.99
SantaÊRitaÊCabernetÊ..............$6.99
RosenblumÊZinfandelÊ............$8.99
ClineÊZinfandelÊ......................$8.99
RavenswoodÊZinfandelÊ.........$9.99
GasconÊMalbecÊ...................$10.99
ApothicÊRed.........................$11.99
LayerÊCakeÊCabernetÊ..........$12.99
LayerÊCakeÊMalbecÊ.............$12.99

BeringerÊFoundersÊ.............. $9.99
EstanciaÊ............................ $11.99
CoppolaÊ............................. $12.99
SterlingÊNapaÊ.................... $12.99
RodneyÊStrongÊ.................. $13.99
SebastianiÊ......................... $13.99
J.ÊLohrÊ............................... $14.99
HessÊ................................... $14.99
KendallÊJacksonÊ............... $17.99
DecoyÊ................................ $17.99Ê
SimiÊ................................... $18.99
HallÊNapaÊ........................... $39.99
StagsÊLeapÊ........................ $46.99
CaymusÊ............................. $64.99
CaymusÊSpecialÊSelectÊ... $119.99

JoelÊGottÊZinfandelÊorÊCabÊ..$14.99
TresÊPicosÊGarnachaÊ...........$14.99
ErathÊPinotÊNoirÊ...................$15.99
AÊtoÊZÊPinotÊNoirÊ..................$15.99
CatenaÊMalbecÊ....................$15.99
MeiomiÊPinotÊNoirÊ...............$17.99
LaÊCremaÊPinotÊNoirÊ............$19.99
ChalkÊHillÊSauv.ÊBlancÊ.........$19.99
BogleÊPhantom....................$21.99
TheÊPrisonerÊ....................... Inquire

Sale runs 
through 
11/27/14
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The North Castle Public 
Library has extended its hours 
of operation The library, located 
at 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East 
in Armonk, is not open from 
10 a.m. to 8 p.m. from Monday 
through Thursday; 10 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. on Friday; 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. until Saturday; and 12 to 5 
p.m. on Sunday.  

For more information about the 
library, its hours and programs, 
call the branch at 914-273-3887 
or visit www.northcastlelibrary.
org.

New Hours in Effect 
at the North Castle 

Public Library
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By Martin Wilbur
Brynwood Golf & Country Club’s 

Preliminary Final Environmental Impact 
Statement (PFEIS) was referred to North 
Castle’s town planner last week despite 
calls to reject the resolution because the 
proposed project is still too dense.

The town board unanimously approved 
the action at its Nov. 19 meeting so the 
document can be distributed to the 
municipality’s various consultants for 
review.

Supervisor Michael Schiliro said while 
the board understands residents’ concerns, 
including the lingering density issue, since 
there has been a substantive revision, it 
warrants a closer look by the town’s experts.

“I do agree I’d like this to proceed forward, 
have the professionals review the FEIS and 
give us their feedback,” Schiliro said.

About three weeks ago, Brynwood’s 
representatives returned before the board 
for the first time in more than a year 
with an updated proposal, trimming the 
number of units from 88 condominiums 
to 80 residences. The new count includes 
63 condos, 10 fee-simple cottages and 
seven affordable units at the 156-acre site 
on Bedford Road.

A key component of the new plan is 
that the owners of the 63 condominiums 
would agree to pay the town the difference 
between the lower commercial tax rate 
used for condos and what a single-family 
homeowner would pay for a house of the 

same value.
However, one resident at the nearby 

Windmill Farm said 80 units still represents 
excessive density at the site, which is zoned 
two-acre residential. 

Resident Pete Coviello urged the board 
to reject referring the PFEIS to town staff 
and consultants, contending that the 
request is 63 percent more than what the 
as-of-right zoning currently allows. The  
developer’s representatives have stated that 
49 single-family houses could be built on 
the site without a zoning change from the 
town board after excluding portions of the 
parcel that contains wetlands and other 
environmental restrictions.

Coviello said that each one of the current 
town board members had previously 
indicated that they would not grant such 

a large density bonus unless there was a 
clear benefit to the town. If that was still 
the board’s sentiment, then reviewing the 
proposal would be a waste of time, he said.

“This density is way out of line with what 
would be acceptable to the community,” 
Coviello said. “For that reason alone, I 
would urge you not to move this forward  at 
this time. You should send a clear message 
to this developer that they have once again 
failed to meet with the guidance they have 
been given.”

Resident Sue Shimer also said referring 
the application could make it appear as 
though the board is changing its stance on 
the density.

“By moving this forward at this time 
you’re indicating to the people who have to 
review it that that’s okay with you, and that 

is not the message I heard from many of 
you at certain times,” she said.

But board members said the changes 
warranted a closer look and that the 
referral guarantees the developer nothing. 
The most significant concession is the 
agreement  that condo owners would have 
to pay the full tax bill to the town, county 
and school district.

“He has to make sure for the Town of 
North Castle this is a good project and 
that’s the key to this,” said Councilman 
Stephen D’Angelo. “Anything else will get 
defeated.”

Another concern voiced by residents 
was whether an agreement that would pay 
the town the full tax rate could be legally 
challenged by a future condominium 
resident.

Not Your Typical 
New Filmmaker

Revised Brynwood Plan Referred to No. Castle Staff for Review

PCTV

LAM Design

The Haven Spa

Rhodadendron

GoodmanVance

Glass Onion Originals

The Village Bookstore

Starbucks Pleasantville

Iron Horse Pleasantville

Believe Beauty Lounge

Jacob Burns Film Center

Academy of Dance Arts

BHOG Indian Restaurant

Greenlight Development

Berger True Value Hardware

Pleasantville Animal Hospital

Valvoline Instant Oil Change

Twin Jewelers of Pleasantville

Allstate Insurance Pleasantville

Mount Kisco Child Care Center

Chad David Kraus Photography

Westchester Table Tennis Center

The Black Cow Coffee Company

Pleasantville Chamber Of Commerce

This Thanksgiving, we offer our gratitude to all those who have supported our mission. And we encourage everyone who enjoys
               our Market to show your support for these neighboring businesses, especially on Small Business Saturday, November 29. 

The Market is closed this week, Saturday Nov 29, as we transition to the indoor space. 
We open our indoor season inside the Pleasantville Middle School on Saturday, December 6.
Free reusable shopping bags to first 250 shoppers, courtesy of visiting Market sponsor TD Bank. 

“The Daily Show” host and first-time filmmaker Jon Stewart 
appeared at the Jacob Burns Film Center in Pleasantville 
earlier this month for the opening night of  the annual 
“Global Watch: Crisis, Culture & Human Rights” film festival 
with a screening of  his documentary “Rosewater.” He was 
interviewed by film center President Janet Maslin, left, 
following the screening. They are joined by Jacob Burns’ 
Executive Director Edie Demas.
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By Martin Wilbur
Several critical issues related to 

Summit/Greenfield’s retail application 
must be resolved before the New Castle 
Town Board will take a vote on whether 
to rezone the former Reader’s Digest 
property.

Supervisor Robert Greenstein said last 
week that the concurrent public hearings 
on proposed changes to the 1989 town 
development plan, allowing retail uses in 
a research and office business district and 
the Supplemental Environmental Impact 
Statement for a proposed retail overlay 
district at the site will close on Dec. 2. 
That night will mark the eighth session 
since the hearings opened earlier this 
year. Written comments will be accepted 
through Dec. 5.

However, Greenstein, who has been 
pushing the board to iron out the 
unresolved issues, pledged that the board 
will vote on the rezone before the end of 
this year. Regardless of the vote’s outcome, 
the years-long debate has also helped 
focus on the need to remake downtown 
Chappaqua.

“Quite honestly, I didn’t run (for office) 
to spend a year on Chappaqua Crossing, 
no offense to the guys in the back,” he said 
at the Nov. 18 hearing while referring to 
Summit/Greenfield’s representatives. “I 
ran to revitalize downtown Chappaqua. 
This is motivating me even more.”

Ongoing issues that must still be 
addressed include whether the retail 
component will ultimately have 120,000 
square feet or that figure can be negotiated 
downward; whether there will be a limit 
on small-sized stores under 5,000 square 
feet so as not to compete with downtown 
Chappaqua; and whether to scuttle the 
proposed Roaring Brook Road entrance, 
which some neighbors fear will inundate 
their street with traffic.

Roaring Brook Road resident Bob Lewis 
urged the board to spell out in great detail 
how officials plan to protect the neighbors 
should it vote to rezone.

“This is a residential street right now, 
and so do you accept our premise of 
placing an entrance on that street is 
going to threaten the existing single-
family homes that are on that street?” 
Lewis asked. “Because I believe that every 
single person who lives on that street feels 
threatened by that.”

The possibility of having a road from the 
Saw Mill Parkway that takes traffic around 
the perimeter of the property to gain access 
to the site and to close the Roaring Brook 
Road entrance “is absolutely on the table,” 
said Councilwoman Lisa Katz.

“Basically, I don’t see the need for that 
entrance given that all the traffic will be 
coming from  either (Route) 117 or the 
Saw Mill, but it’s something we are talking 
about,” Katz said. 

Councilman Jason Chapin said he’s 
grappling with predictions from the traffic 
consultants who believe that about 80 
percent of the traffic for the 40,000-square-
foot Whole Foods supermarket would 
come from the Saw Mill.

One resident last week also 
recommended town officials ask Summit/
Greenfield to post a performance bond 
not just for the public right-of-way 
improvements, which is required, but in 
the event the project fails.

Chappaqua resident John Ehrlich said 
the success of Whole Foods and the entire 
complex is not assured. He said no one 
has taken into consideration that there’s a 
Mrs. Green’s Natural Markets a few miles 
away in Mount Kisco. Others pointed out 
that a Chappaqua Whole Foods would 

be its fifth store within a 30-minute drive 
while the D’Agostino supermarket failed.

“I see no reason to believe the project as 
currently constituted will be successful,” 
Ehrlich said. “Over the long haul, I think 
we’re going to be paying the bill for a long 
time to come.”

Downtown property owner Jeff 
Blockinger said he questioned whether 
residents, many of whom moved to New 
Castle for peace and quiet, will have the 
fortitude to withstand a major retail 
development at Chappaqua Crossing, 
the scheduled $6.5 million downtown 
infrastructure upgrade next year and then 
redevelopment of downtown.

“I just haven’t seen enough to say this 
project needs to be a priority for this 
town,” Blockinger said of Chappaqua 
Crossing, “when there are so many other 
priorities.”

Greenstein said he believed some of 
the downtown’s problems are caused by 
the large portions of property set aside 
for municipal uses. He said downtown 
redevelopment will have to happen 
sooner or later and he’s committed to 
launching that process.

“There are not too many towns that have 
a six- to seven-acre parking lot next to a 
train station that can be developed if the 
town had the will to do it,” Greenstein said, 
“and quite honestly, I definitely have the 
will to do it.”

Officials Grapple With Unresolved Chap Crossing Issues Before Vote




 




 








 

 


















 

 
























Select Books
Distinctive Cards

Journals

...and more!

Bookmarks

Special Orders

Gift Certificates

Free Gift Wrapping

Unique Gifts

Book Group Discounts

School Orders

Cookbooks

Agate Book Ends

Children’s Books

Reference Books

Out-of-Print Searches

The Village
�

Bookstore

Ten Washington Ave.

Pleasantville, NY

Across from the Burns Film Center

914.769.8322

staff@pleasantvillebooks.com

A decision whether to rezone a portion of  the 
former Reader’s Digest property for retail is 
expected next month.
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By Janine Bowen
The Pleasantville School District and the 

New York State School Boards Association 
(NYSSBA) this week tried to resolve 
disagreements on key education issues that 
have resulted in the board of education 
publicly challenging the organization.

At Tuesday’s board meeting, Timothy 
Kremer, the NYSSBA’s executive director, 
and trustees discussed concerns that 
district officials have voiced over the 
past few months, which led to the board 
suspending NYSSBA dues payments in 
October. 

Kremer said that since NYSSBA 
represents nearly every school district in 
the state, typically there is disagreement 
regarding which issues are most important 
to address. He explained that recent 
NYSSBA resolutions, many of which the 
Pleasantville Board of Education opposed 
last month, are chosen based on completed 
surveys that gauge the interest of certain 
issues. 

One area where virtually all districts 
share common ground is opposition to 
the Gap Elimination Adjustment (GEA), 
which was adopted in 2010 to help close 
the state’s budget deficit, Kremer said.

Board of Education President Shane 
McGaffey said a lack of updates on past 
resolutions often leads to a perception that 
issues have been forgotten. He requested 
that NYSSBA send regular updates and 
report whether progress has been made on 

previous resolutions. 
Pleasantville trustees and representatives 

from other districts who attended the 
meeting said they worried that because 
some districts in the area have dissenting 
views on certain issues compared to many 
other districts around the state, they’re 
considered to be of less value to NYSSBA. 

“My question is, can I afford to belong 
to an organization that may not consider 
us relevant?” said Dr. William Donohue, 
superintendent of schools at Byram Hills. 
“If the rest of the state can’t understand our 
agenda, and that’s a problem for NYSSBA, 
then we may be irrelevant to you. If the 
resolution process is too complicated 
for quick action when public schools are 
under attack, then we may be irrelevant to 
you.” 

Kremer, however, assured those 
in attendance that isn’t the case, but 
emphasized that NYSSBA doesn’t only 
represent Westchester schools. 

Pleasantville is calling for NYSSBA to be 
more aggressive in addressing issues such 
as the Annual Professional Performance 
Review (APPR) and Common Core, 
and requested that NYSSBA’s biweekly 
publication, On Board, include more 
articles that look at these initiatives 
critically.

“On some of these issues, the time for 
political correctness is over,” Boes said. 

Kremer said districts in this region 
are more vocal about such issues, likely 

because the area produces 
many high-performing 
districts that do not view 
the standards as a means of 
improvement. 

Earlier this year, 
Pleasantville school officials 
criticized the publication 
for printing articles that 
they believed reflected 
the interests of the state 
as opposed to member 
districts. Kremer said he has 
discussed those concerns 
with the publication’s 
editor, who has reduced the 
number of articles regarding 
Common Core. Trustees 
agreed that the most recent issue was an 
improvement. 

They also noted that the state has a 
variety of media outlets at their disposal 
in order to relay its message and prefer 
that On Board provide a forum for school 
districts to release its viewpoints, which 
may challenge state Education Department 
(SED) assertions. 

Board members suggested that NYSSBA 
use the study and subsequent reports from 
a committee formed by the Lower Hudson 
Council of School Superintendents, a 
group of eight superintendents, to quickly 
begin advocating against APPR as opposed 
to taking time to complete another report. 

By the end of the meeting, Kremer 

committed to increased 
communication, including 
updates on what NYSSBA 
has done and its future 
plans. He assured the board 
that the organization is able 
to represent Pleasantville’s 
interests.

Residents and other 
districts’ representative 
praised Pleasantville officials 
for inviting Kremer and 
addressing important issues.  

Byram Hills Trustee Brett 
Summers acknowledged 
the importance of ensuring 
that NYSSBA works to serve 
the interests of member 

districts. Change won’t take place unless 
thousands of people are working together 
on the same issue, he said.

“I commend [the Pleasantville Board of 
Education] for this discussion tonight; it’s 
really important,” Summers said. “These 
really are the issues that a community 
should be discussing.” 

Resident Nichole McCarthy, who 
referred to SED as “schoolyard bullies,” 
noted that the schools are the front lines of 
defense against misguided policies.

“To know that you’re on the front lines 
and combating what makes sense and 
what doesn’t is very, very important to me 
as a community member who is paying 
high taxes for the school system,” she said. 

BF 
BEECHER FLOOKS FUNERAL HOME, INC. 

“The place to turn in your time of need!“

Personally Owned and Supervised By 

              William F. Flooks, Jr.    & William J. Flooks                 
                         Proprietor              Licensed Funeral Director                             

Caring for our community since 1928 
Personal and Complete Funeral Service 

418 Bedford Road…Pleasantville, NY 10570…769-0001 

www.beecherflooksfh.com
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                         Proprietor              Licensed Funeral Director                             
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Personal and Complete Funeral Service 
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www.beecherflooksfh.com

“The place to turn in your time of need!” Cutting-up (Texas Designer) 
Mina Mann (NYC Designer).

Fine Art • Sculpture 
• Unique Gifts • Furniture

Home Accessories • Antiques 
• Exquisite Jewelry • & more...

Apparel by

Unique one-of-a-kind 
gifts for everyone — 
including yourself!

4 Washington Avenue, 
Pleasantville 914-741-6294

Open 7 Days — 
Friday and Saturday until 8pm

Cutting-up (Texas Designer) 
Mina Mann (NYC Designer).

Fine Art • Sculpture 
• Unique Gifts • Furniture

Home Accessories • Antiques 
• Exquisite Jewelry • & more...

Apparel by

Unique one-of-a-kind 
gifts for everyone — 
including yourself!

4 Washington Avenue, 
Pleasantville 914-741-6294

Open 7 Days — 
Friday and Saturday until 8pm
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JANINE BOWEN PHOTO
New York State School Boards 
Association Executive Director 
Timothy Kremer addressed 
the Pleasantville Board of  
Education last week.

P’ville Trustees, State School Boards Group Mend Fences on Key Issues
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By Martin Wilbur
A lopsided defeat of the ward system 

proposition and criticisms for triggering 
excessive expenses won’t deter North 
White Plains resident Anthony Futia from 
pursuing what he believes should be better 
representation for the hamlet.

As town officials and ward system 
opponents at last week’s North Castle 
Town Board meeting lauded staff for 
successfully holding the Nov. 13 vote on 
short notice and thanked the public for 
turning out, Futia said he and many of his 
neighbors would continue to fight to have 
their concerns addressed. 

A committee of North White Plains 
residents is forming to decide how to 
proceed, Futia said. Issues that will be 
explored include whether establishment 
of an unincorporated village with cost 
savings can be achieved, whether there can 
be relief through federal intervention or 
holding another vote.

“It seems like there’s a problem in this 
town, between the southern portion of 
town and the northern portion,” Futia said. 
“There’s differences there and how do we 
straighten those differences out.”

He detailed a long history of  inequity 
because North White Plains is much 
smaller and less affluent than Armonk. 
Every member of the current town 
board and recent boards has also lived in 
Armonk.

“We don’t feel like we belong in the 
Town of North Castle,” Futia said. “This is 
not just something that’s current. This is 
over the last 90 or 100 years.”

However, officials said the overwhelming 
rejection of the ward system by 85 percent 
of those who voted proved that North 
Castle is a united community. A second 
proposition to increase the size of the town 
board was turned down by 83 percent of 
the voters who turned out.

“It reaffirmed my belief in this town 

that we’re one community and we all 
work together, and the mere fact that that 
many people came out on a Thursday in 
November is incredible to me, and the 
results show that we are one community,” 
said Supervisor Michael Schiliro.

Concern over expending town money 
also surfaced before and after the vote. 
Town Clerk Anne Curran reported at last 
week’s meeting that based on invoices 
received through Nov. 19, the town’s 
expenses related to the vote stood at 
$43,145. That figure included election 
inspectors, legal representation and the 
costs of printing and sending out townwide 
mailers.

Armonk resident Neal Baumann said 
not only was the cost avoidable, but 
circumstances in the weeks leading up 
to the vote proved divisive. He said if 
residents have issues, they should speak at 
meetings or seek out their elected officials 
in hopes of solving problems.

“Maybe there is a problem in this town 
but certainly any idea of a problem in this 
town was fanned, these flames have been 
fanned dramatically over the past couple of 
weeks, and it’s unfortunate,” Baumann said. 
“No one is saying that there aren’t issues in 
North White Plains, as there are issues in 
many other areas of this community. We 
all have issues, but there are ways to deal 
with those issues.”

Councilman Jose Berra said it has been 

his experience that most citizens make 
their feelings known when they have a 
problem they want their government to 
solve.

“When there’s a lot of people who have 
complaints, you’re not going to have the 
vast majority being that shy about voicing 
their complaints,” Berra said. 

But Futia said many citizens are either 
intimidated or conclude that speaking up 
won’t produce results. He said the fact that 
the propositions passed 2-to-1 in North 
White Plains documents his belief that 
he’s accurately portraying the community’s 
sentiment.

“They feel like they’re not being listened 
to, they don’t feel comfortable going to the 
Saturday meetings and saying what they 
really have to say and what their problems 
are and they’re not just speaking up,” Futia 
said.

Schiliro said various members of current 
volunteer boards live throughout the town, 
including North White Plains. He said he 
and the board will continue to look for 
ways to serve all residents.

“You’re always looking to do that, but 
I’m not going to stop doing that because 
you’re telling me that people in North 
White Plains want to have their own 
government,” he said. “We are going to do 
our job to the best of our ability to serve 
everybody in this town, including North 
White Plains.”

No. White Plains Ward Proponents Plan to Explore Becoming Village

Anthony Futia may explore other avenues to 
address an imbalance in representation for North 
White Plains after the proposition he spearheaded 
to get on the ballot was badly defeated on Nov. 
13.
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Providing the Highest Quality Medical Care  
For You and Your Family Throughout  

Westchester, Putnam and Dutchess County

MOUNT KISCO CAMPUS:
90 & 110 South Bedford Road  n  34 South Bedford Road 
Mount Kisco, NY 10549-3412
MAIN: 914 n241n1050   
PEDIATRICS: 914 n242 n1580

www.mkmg.com

BRIARCLIFF MANOR:
INTERNAL MEDICINE:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-940-2500
PEDIATRICS:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-941-2129

CARMEL: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-278-7000

CORTLANDT MANOR:
GENERAL SURGERY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-739-2315
OB/GYN  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-739-1697

CROTON ON HUDSON:
INTERNAL MEDICINE / UROLOGY:  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-271-8700

FISHKILL:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-765-4990

HUDSON VALLEY HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:
ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-739-2121
UROLOGY .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-737-8675

JEFFERSON VALLEY:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-245-7700

KATONAH: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .KATONAH: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .KATONAH:  . 914-232-3135

MAHOPAC:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-248-5556

NORTHERN WESTCHESTER HOSPITAL OFFICE:
CANCER TREATMENT & WELLNESS CENTER 
914-242-2991

OSSINING:
INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-762-4141
ALLERGY / IMMUNOLOGY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-468-2590

PATTERSON:
INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-278-6625
PEDIATRICS  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-279-2323

PAWLING:
DERMATOLOGY  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-855-5536
PODIATRY .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-855-1853

PEEKSKILL:
GASTROENTEROLOGY / INTERNAL MEDICINE
914-739-4800

POUGHKEEPSIE: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-471-3111

PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:  .PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE:  .PUTNAM HOSPITAL CENTER OFFICE: 845-279-2000

RYE:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-967-5539

SOMERS:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-277-4448

YORKTOWN HEIGHTS OFFICES:
1825 COMMERCE STREET .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-962-5060
1940 COMMERCE STREET 
     INTERNAL MEDICINE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-962-5577
225 VETERANS ROAD
     SPECIALTIES  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-302-8059

URGENT CARE:
YORKTOWN:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 914-302-8060
CARMEL:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 845-278-7000
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Mount Kisco Police Department

Nov. 15: Report of possible criminal 
tampering in the parking lot of Northern 
Westchester Hospital on Main Street at 
11:13 a.m. A 52-year-old Mohegan Lake 
man reported that someone had loosened 
the lug nuts on the front driver’s side 
wheel of his vehicle while it had been 
parked. The complainant did not provide  
descriptions of anyone who may have 
tampered with the car.

Nov. 18: Report of a petty larceny 
on East Hyatt Avenue at 11:06 a.m. The 
head of a parking meter was discovered 
missing. Police reported that the meter 
head was valued at $500 and estimated 
that there was about $5 in coins in the 
meter at the time of the theft.

Nov. 18: A grand larceny was reported 
at Limited Unlimited on South Moger 
Avenue at 11:51 a.m. Store personnel 
reported that video surveillance captured 
three black males having entered the store 
sometime on Nov. 15 and one of them 
reached into a display case and removed 
four necklaces. The value of the items is 
estimated at $6,000. The matter is under 
investigation.

Nov. 19: Report of a disruption on Main 
Street at 11:18 a.m. Four students from 
the Hillside School were hanging out in 
the staircase of a Main Street building. 
Police responded and moved the students 

along without incident.
Nov. 20: A domestic incident was 

reported at a Spring Street residence at 
10:37 a.m. A 27-year-old Mount Kisco 
man, the former boyfriend of the woman 
who lives at that address, appeared at her 
residence seeking a document pertaining 
to their child. The matter was corrected.

Pleasantville Police Department

Nov. 15: A dumping complaint was 
reported at 3:18 p.m. on Memorial Plaza. 
A subject stated that there was garbage 
left in front of a dumpster. The matter is 
under investigation.

Nov. 19: Report of a suspicious person 
in the area of Clinton Street at 12:32 p.m. 
A male subject was seen walking through 
school grounds. Police responded and 
found the individual. While there were no 
charges filed related to the complaint, the 
subject was arrested on an outstanding 
warrant. No further information is 
available because the suspect may be 
eligible for juvenile offender status.

Nov. 19: At 9:07 p.m., report of a 
vehicle that was damaged while parked 
on Memorial Plaza.

Nov. 20: Report of a vehicle having 
sustained damage while parked on 
Manville Road at 2:33 p.m. The matter is 
under investigation.

North Castle Police Department

Nov. 14: A Wampus Avenue resident 
reported at 5:26 p.m. that a sign was 
removed from the front lawn of her 
property.

Nov. 15: A 911 caller reported at 10:47 
p.m. that an erratic driver was traveling 
northbound in the southbound lanes of  
Route 22 in the vicinity of Route 120. 
An officer responded to the area with 
negative results.

Nov. 16: Complainant reported at 12:12 
a.m. that an unknown female rung his 
gate bell at his Ridgeview Circle residence. 
When he spoke with her, she provided 
her name, stating that she was at a party 
and then ran away. The complainant 
was concerned because the female was 
wearing a tank top without a jacket in 
the cold weather. Officers responded to 
check the area, finding the subject at her 
residence later on. She checked okay.

Police Blotter

Mt. Kisco Woman Charged With 
Stealing $1.4M as Bank Manager
By Martin Wilbur

A 46-year-old Mount Kisco woman 
faces up to 25 years in jail after she was 
accused last Thursday of stealing more 
than $1.4 million from two depositors 
during her tenure as branch manager of 
an Ossining bank.

The indictment, consisting of 
27 felony charges, alleged that 
Maria Rodriguez of 88 Beverly Rd. 
systematically stole the money over a 
five-year period starting in June 2008 
from the two customers who knew 
her and trusted to help manage their 
accounts at the M&T Bank on South 
Highland Avenue.

“Most of us rely on our neighborhood 
bank to safeguard our money,” 
Westchester County District Attorney 
Janet DiFiore said in a statement. “In 
this case both victims put their trust 
as well as their money in the hands 
of someone who, as alleged in this 
indictment, took advantage of their 
trust and stole from them.” 

Rodriguez is accused of stealing 
$1,171,357.40 from one victim by 
writing unauthorized checks to 
cash, making unauthorized cash 
withdrawals and requesting an ATM 
card and making unauthorized ATM 
withdrawals, according to the district 
attorney’s office. She knew the victim 
for close to 20 years, authorities said.

The second victim, a 92-year-old 
retired Village of Ossining police officer, 
had $267,400 stolen from his account. 
DiFiore stated that the victim would 
only deal with Rodriguez and thought 
he was withdrawing just the interest 
from his bank account. However, she 
was making unauthorized withdrawals 
worth thousands of dollars over several 
years.

The thefts were uncovered when 
several of Rodriguez’s subordinates 
contacted M&T Bank’s whistleblower 
hotline to report suspicious activity. 
The bank then initiated an internal 

investigation, which led the financial 
institution to refer the matter to the 
Village of Ossining Police Department, 
which contacted the district attorney’s 
office.

Bail was set at $200,000. As of Friday 
morning, Rodriguez had not made 
bail and remained incarcerated in the 
Westchester County Jail in Valhalla.

The 27 felony counts listed in the 
indictment are one count each of first- 
and second-degree grand larceny; two 
counts of first-degree identity theft; 
four counts of second-degree forgery; 
four counts of second-degree criminal 
possession of a forged instrument; four 
counts of third-degree criminal tax 
fraud; five counts of offering a false 
instrument for filing; four counts of 
falsifying business records in the first 
degree; and one count each of first-
degree scheme to defraud and fourth-
degree criminal tax fraud.

Rodriguez is due to return to the Town 
of Ossining Justice Court tomorrow 
(Wednesday).

Maria Rodriguez of  Mount Kisco was indicted last 
Thursday on 27 counts of  stealing money over a 
five-year period from the Ossining bank branch 
she managed.

21 West Stevens Ave.
Hawthorne, NY 10532

Ernest J. Carpentieri ~ Douglas A. Daniels

Tel: 914-769-4404
Fax: 914-769-5306

www.hawthornefuneralhome.com
Serving all faiths ~ Independently owned
Conveniently located on the Taconic State Parkway
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QUESTIONS TO ASK
      Does the coverage INCLUDE ALL THE HOSPITALS in your area?                                                YES

      Do you pay a SET AMOUNT FOR MEDICAL SERVICES, like a $60                                              
YEScopay for an MRI, instead of an unknown amount, like a percentage?

      Can you see a specialist WITHOUT A REFERRAL?                                                                       YES

      Is there an option to choose a plan with DENTAL COVERAGE?                                                   YES

      Are you covered up to $5,000 FOR NON-EMERGENCY CARE when traveling?                           YES

Shopping

Join us to ask, learn and understand at a free informational
meeting:
Date      Place                                                                       Time
12/02     303 S. Broadway–Tarrytown                             10:00 am
             Ground Level Plaza, Cafeteria Conf. Room
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The question of moving from a town 
you have called home for well over a 
decade to another state or community is 
on the minds of many whose children are 
no longer of school age. The tax burden 
and maintenance costs are beyond what 
many on fixed or lower income can 
handle, making moving mandatory. 
Serial migration has been the rule for 
too long in northern Westchester. Many 
of us in this category want to stay in their 
communities but have no choice but to 
move. 

Armonk, Chappaqua, Mount Kisco 

and others towns have had proposals to 
build housing focused on empty nesters, 
yet have been unable to have projects 
approved. Brynwood, of which I am a 
member, is an example of a project which 
needs to be approved, but will not meet 
the needs of many due to the full value 
taxation imposed by the town. 

The idea of downsizing and having 
similar expenses is not an attractive 
alternative. It’s time to grow up and 
realize there is free money about to pour 
into the town by keeping residents who 
require few services and will not add to 
the school enrollment. If this has worked 
in Greenwich, White Plains, Stamford 
and other towns nearby, why would we 

miss the demographic shift for the good 
of the community?

I am urging the town officials to work 
to benefit their citizens. As an Armonk 
resident, I want our officials to fast-track 
projects to erect housing at varied price 
points for residents 55 and older. Be 
creative, provide incentives to builders 
and residents, tax as condominiums and 
look to serve the aging population who 
have supported our town. Otherwise, 
migration will continue and the sense of 
community will not evolve in a positive 
fashion. 

Chuck Dunn
Armonk

I want to thank the people of my state 
Assembly district for finding me worthy 
of a second term as their representative. 
Support from my constituents is not 
something I take for granted -- it is 
something I try to earn every day. I 
will continue to roll up my sleeves 
as I’ve done since you first put your 
faith in me. One of the great joys of 
my job is working hand in hand with 
my constituents, whether in passing 
meaningful legislation, promoting 

neighborhood events, recognizing the 
accomplishments of area residents or 
working together to solve problems 
related to state government.

I look forward to hearing your voices 
over the next two years, and I wish all of 
you a very Happy Thanksgiving.      

David Buchwald
State Assemblyman, 93rd Assembly 

District

There’s plenty to be concerned about last 
week’s news that the Westchester County 
Board of Legislators will likely be voting to 
authorize funds for the stalled Chappaqua 
affordable housing project. 

Much of that concern shouldn’t 
necessarily be aimed at whether the one-
third of an acre site on Hunts Place is 
suitable for a 28-unit apartment building. 
Until and unless Conifer Realty, the 
developer of the proposed project, can pass 
muster with the state Board of Review on 
a series of fire code variances, that debate 
is on hold.

However, the announcement by 
Chairman Michael Kaplowitz, whose 
district includes Chappaqua should 
distress affordable housing supporters 
anywhere in Westchester. The seemingly 
desperate maneuver on the part of 
lawmakers appears to be made to simply 
reach the Dec. 31, 2014, milestone so the 
county can comply--at least temporarily--
with the 2009 housing settlement with the 
federal government.

In reality, Chappaqua Station, which 
the project is named, appears no closer 

to approval than it was in July, when the 
Board of Review rejected seven of its 
eight variance requests. While Conifer’s 
attorney is hopeful there will be a 
successful resolution to the matter and the 
ultimate construction of the units, there 
is no information in the public domain to 
substantiate that.

No question there is value to approving 
the $1.65 million for the 28 units. It saves 
the county from an embarrassing and 
potentially costly admission that it is failing 
to keep up the pace to have the requisite 
number of units developed as outlined in 
the settlement. 

Kaplowitz said last week that the county 
could be fined $30,000 for noncompliance 
and up to an additional $60,000 a month 
in additional penalties. Combined with 
the millions lost in federal Community 
Development Block Grant money, the bill 
to comply with the settlement continues to 
climb.

However, doubt is suddenly casts 
on whether Westchester can fulfill its 
obligation to finish the job and create 750 
new units of affordable housing by the end 

of 2016. At the close of last year, Westchester 
had approved funding for 403 units. As of 
last week, that number had inched up only 
to 426. The 2014 milestone is 450 units, so 
the county, with just five weeks remaining, 
desperately needs these 28 units to limp 
across this year’s finish line.

But if there has been so much trouble in 
adding just 23 units for the first 11 months 
of this year, what are the prospects that the 
county can add another 300 units in the 
upcoming two years? There doesn’t appear 
to be any projects on the drawing board 
the size of North Salem’s 64-unit Bridleside 
that will give the county a significant 
infusion of new units.

For decades, Westchester has failed to 
produce a proper number of affordable 
units to keep up with demand. Yes, there 
are serious obstacles, but the best part of 
the housing settlement was that the county 
was going to get a much-needed 750 units.

Let’s hope officials stop bickering, 
recognize what’s at stake and are able to do 
the job. Otherwise, Westchester’s record of 
shame will continue.

Letters

Board of Legislators Maneuver a Negative for Affordable Housing
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withheld from publication on 
the discretion of the editor.  
Please refrain from personal 
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The Examiner requires that all 
letter writers provide their name, 
address and contact information.

Letters Policy
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By Martin Wilbur
Mary Nicolich had looked forward to 

retirement and all the exciting activities 
she envisioned for herself after completing 
a 38-year career as an English teacher and 
guidance counselor in the New York City 
school system.

At the top of Nicolich’s list was spending 
more time with her husband, John, who 
had already retired. The couple would 
head to Rhode Island for the summer, and 
there would be more time with friends that 
Nicolich’s schedule hadn’t allowed when 
she was commuting daily to I.S. 131 in the 
Bronx.

“When I retired I played bridge and I 
went to the theater and it was wonderful, 
but I was bored and I knew I had to be with 
kids,” Nicolich said. “I missed being with 
children.”

Nicolich’s friend had been a Court 
Appointed Special Advocate, (CASA), a 
trained volunteer assigned by Family Court 
judges to visit, monitor and advocate for 
minors who for any number of reasons are 
in the foster care system. 

Her friend suggested that because of her 
professional experience , which included 
about 15 years as a guidance counselor, 
Nicolich would be an excellent fit. In 2007, 
she called the Mental Health Association 
of Westchester (MHA), a nonprofit 
organization that oversees the CASA 
program.

After a training period, Nicolich was 
assigned by the court a case involving two 
brothers, ages 9 and 11 at the time. Both 
brothers had been born addicted to crack. 
The older brother had run away because he 
told authorities he was physically abused. 
The younger brother has been trying to 
overcome an assortment of academic and 
emotional issues. However, the parents 
refused to relinquish their rights, so the 
boys were never eligible for adoption.

Even with her extensive background, 
the situation was a bit of a transition for 
Nicolich.

“As a New York City (guidance) 
counselor I was always giving advice to 
the kids,” she said. “I still do it, I guess. But 
it’s a different kind of advice. You become  

friends, you become an 
advocate, you become a 
mentor, you become a 
family member because 
these kids are very needy 
and they’ve been virtually 
abandoned.”

Nicolich’s role is to visit 
them once a month, be in 
contact with their service 
providers and meet with 
their school’s personnel. 
But she has voluntarily 
gone way beyond the basic 
requirements of the role, 
visiting the younger brother 
at least once a week at an area group home 
and speaking to him on the phone at least 
three or four times a week.

Even when the boys were in facilities out 
of the area, Nicolich made sure she visited 
weekly and stayed in regular contact.

“After you’re in it for awhile, you 
naturally know what to do, especially when 
dealing with the schools,” Nicolich said. 
“Many are children with special needs and 
you advocate for them. You say, ‘No, this 
is not a good place for them. No, he can’t 
take a foreign language because he has yet 
to speak English properly.’”

Last month, she was honored by the 
MHA with the organization’s Spirit Award 
at its annual fall benefit in White Plains. 
For someone who was raised to be humble, 
Nicolich struggled for words to describe 
her reaction to being selected for the 
award.

“It was special,” she said. 
“I’ve never been honored 
like that before so it was--I 
keep using the word special-
-it was very gratifying.”

Nicolich, 71, grew up in 
the Kingsbridge section of 
the Bronx, the sixth of seven 
children. She wanted to be 
an actress or a newspaper 
reporter, believing those 
were glamorous endeavors. 

But she always loved 
children and becoming 
an English teacher fit well 
with her love of literature, 

and being in front of a class wasn’t all that 
much different than the theater.

She first attended the old Good Counsel 
College in White Plains before moving 
on to NYU. After teaching for close to 25 
years, Nicolich had the opportunity to be 
a guidance counselor, so she gave that a 
try and returned to school at Manhattan 
College.

Nicolich said her work in the CASA 
program has been too fulfilling for her to 
think about stopping. It also has made her 
appreciate her good fortune, having grown 
up in a close-knit family and being in a 
position to have helped youngsters for so 
many years.

“I do need to work with kids and I need 
to give back,” she said. “The world has 
been good to me. You need to give back. 
It makes your life full. It expands you, it 
really does.”

know your
Neighbor

Mary Nicolich
Retired Teacher and Guidance Counselor/

Volunteer, Mt. Kisco

THERE’S A 
LOT OF LOVE

IN THE AIR
UP HERE.

It’s just the way people feel about Westchester. We know. We’re the 1,000 people 

who help run Indian Point, and we live in the area too. Indian Point generates about 

one quarter of the power for New York City and Westchester, with virtually no 

greenhouse gas emissions, and at lower cost than other sources. All across our area, 

we’re Powering New York in ways you might not expect.

Learn more about the true value of Indian Point to our area, 
as well as the $1 billion we’ve invested in the safety of our plant in recent years, 

at SafeSecureVital.com/PoweringNY

Indian Point Energy Center

POWERING NEW YORK
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SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY® 
NOVEMBER 29, 2014 

 

Support Your Local Small Businesses and Community!
 
 
 
 

 

Visit www.shopsmall.com to register your American Express card for the “Get Up To $30” offer.  
Check the Shop Small Map for participating merchants.

Ad sponsored by the Mount Kisco Chamber of Commerce. 
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Savings and Deals to be
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NOW OPEN
Come in for Sample Tasting

Gift Baskets available for the Holidays !

10% OFF WITH THIS AD 
55 South Moger Ave • Mount Kisco NY 10549

( Located next to Rite-Aid )
914 864-0788

475 Main Street • Armonk, NY 10504
914-273-5222

Hours: Mon-Fri 8am-6pm
Sat-8am-5:30pm • Sun. Closed

Now Taking 
Thanksgiving Orders

 

Simply the Best Bagels 
You’ll Find!

480 East Main Street
Mt. Kisco • 241-0606

BUY 1 DOZ. BAGELS GET
6 FREE

With this coupon • Limit one per customer • Not to be
combined with other off ers. Expires 11/30/14

Mt. Kisco Bagel Co. • Mt. Kisco • 241-0606

Celine's 
Boutique

�G�r�a�n�d�	�O�p�e�n�i�n�g�	�!

10 South Moger Ave • Mt. Kisco NY 10549
914 864 0661 • �w�w�w�.�c�e�l�i�n�e�s�b�o�u�t�i�q�u�e�.�o�r�g

Women’s Clothing 
& Accessories
Professional 
Shoe Repair 145 East Main Street

(across from Movie Theatre)
Mt Kisco NY 10549  • 914 864-0630

Cigarettes • Vaporizers •E- Liquid
E- Cigarettes • Cigars • Accessories

Roll your own Cigarettes

DL Tobacco Inc.
TOP CIGARS OF 2013 SOLD HERE

Everything you need for baby showers, birthdays,  holidays 
&“just because.” 

Dec. 8th: Holiday Open House and Shop for Charity to benefit Friends of Karen

Starting 2015:  Toddler Yoga, Music, Childbirth Classes, Birthday Parties & More

774 N. Bedford Road
Bedford Hills, NY 10507

(914) 242-4685

Store Hours:
Mon-Sat: 9:30-6PM

Sun: 10-4PM

Bring in or mention this ad and receive $5 off your purchase!
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By Martin Wilbur
America’s favorite snowman once 

again returns home.
Armonk will kick off the holiday 

season with its annual Frosty Day on 
Saturday, celebrating the birthplace 
of the famous snowman that was first 
popularized through the 1950s hit 
Christmas song and later in an animated 
television special. 

The song’s lyricist, Steve Nelson, 
settled in Armonk at about the time he 
wrote the classic in 1950, spending the 
last 30 years of his life as a town resident. 
It is believed the hamlet’s downtown was 
the inspiration for the lyrics.

In a short amount of time, the annual 
event not only is one of the most 
anticipated days of the year in town but 
steadily gets bigger and better.

“We’re going to have fun here,” said 
Armonk resident Ed Woodyard, one of 
the  organizers of the event. “It’s going to 
be cold, but we’re going to have a lot of 
warm feelings.”

As always, the highlight of the day will 
be the downtown parade that kicks off 
on Main Street at 4:30 p.m. It will turn 
onto Bedford Road, pass Town Hall and 
head onto Maple Avenue before finishing 
at Wampus Brook Park for the sing-
along and tree and snowflake lightings. 
Once the parade passes, the public is 

encouraged to join in.
Festivities will actually commence at 

noon, with stores throughout downtown 
serving refreshments and having an 
assortment of activities for children and 
families.

This year, there will be a new feature 
that is likely to prove popular. From 1 to 
4 p.m. the Frosty Express train ride will 
have pick-ups and drop-offs at Town 
Hall and transport people throughout 
the heart of downtown. Woodyard said 
the four-car trackless train is from the 
Roaming Railroad, a Suffield, Conn.-
based company that provides family 
entertainment at venues throughout 
the Northeast. The train seats up to 27 
passengers of all ages at once.

The train will be in addition to the 
return of the popular hayrides. There will 
be pick-ups and drop-offs at Wampus 
Brook Park.

Despite no gazebo at the park this 
year, Wood yard said a mobile stage 
from the Town of Greenburgh is being 
brought in, the same piece that was used 
for last summer’s concert series. Instead 
of adorning the gazebo in holiday lights, 
there will be new ones on the footbridge 
and the park’s light fixtures, he said.

North Castle Supervisor Michael 
Schiliro said the attraction of Frosty the 
Snowman, which almost every child who 

was born since its creation knows of, and 
a cold weather parade makes the day a 
unique event.

“It’s just a terrific event that’s fun and 
it’s got sort of a wintry feeling, so people 
from all over the county now realize that 
it’s a pretty cool idea to have a parade in 
the winter,” Schiliro said.

This year Frosty Day has some 

competition, with the unveiling of the 
county’s Winter Wonderland at Kensico 
Dam Plaza. But that event will be open 
throughout the holiday season. Plus, the 
price is better for Frosty.

“We’re open for one day and we’re 
free,” Woodyard said.

For a complete schedule of Frosty Day 
events, visit www.armonkfrosty.com.

Armonk Welcomes Home Frosty the Snowman This Saturday
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Celebrating our 53rd Year
in Armonk with Frosty!

Think Snow

410 Main St • Armonk, NY
914-273-3397 

www.hickoryandtweed.com 30 Old Route 22 • Armonk, NY 10504
914-765-0688

Helping the Children will be the
Beehive’s Pastry Chefs, Valerie & Brenda

Frosty’s
Baking

Workshop
at the Beehive 
on Nov. 29th

from 2-4

FREE Cupcake & Cookie
Decoration for All Children
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Parades, Songs, 
Hayrides, Laughs, 

Smiles
Armonk, NY•Town of North Castle

Home of  Frosty the Snowman

ArmonkWines & Spirits
383 Main St. Armonk,NY. 

914-273-3044 • 914-273-2196
www.armonkwines.com

Tasting Schedule
Tuesday Nov. 25th

Wines for 
Thanksgiving Act III

3-6pm
Unusual Domestic Reds
Wednesday Nov. 26th
Wines & Spirits for 

Thanksgiving Act IV
2-6pm

Last minute beauties from Burgundy 
and the West Coast along with some 

very crafty spirits

The of� cial Egg Nog provider 
of the Frosty Day Parade

CONGREGATION B’NAI YISRAEL

visit cbyarmonk.org 
to learn more about our welcoming community 
and variety of inspiring programming open to all

430 Bedford Road • Armonk, NY 
�9�1�4�-�2�7�3�-�7�9�0�0

Come ring in the holidays with us!
Cheese+Wine+Beauty+Shopping
ARMONK HOLIDAY PARTY
DECEMBER 4th 10-6PM
$30 EYEBROW SCULPTING
$45 MINI FACIAL ENZYME PEEL
$85 HYDRA-FACIAL
COMPLIMENTARY MAKEOVERS
BOOK NOW 914.219.8555
480 Main Street Armonk, NY

KATONAH HOLIDAY PARTY
DECEMBER 11th 10-6PM

$40 EYEBROW SCULPTING
$45 MINI FACIAL ENZYME PEEL
COMPLIMENTARY MAKEOVERS
BOOK NOW 914.232.2227
119 Katonah Ave. Katonah, NY

2006 2007 2009 2010

Happy Holidays and Warm Wishes
for a new year filled with joy and prosperity.
Hot Chocolate and Goodies ~ Face Painting starts at 2PM

ARMONK BROKERAGE | 399 MAIN STREET | 914.273.9505
HOULIHANLAWRENCE.COM

523 Main St. • Armonk, NY 10504
(914) 273-SWIM (7946)

www.poolsofperfection.com

Outstanding 
Service 
All The Time

475 Main Street • Armonk, NY 10504
914-273-5222

Hours: Mon-Fri 8am-6pm
Sat-8am-5:30pm • Sun. Closed

Holiday Orders now being taken for 
Chanukah & Christmas!

Village Prime meats
OF armONK

402 Main St. Armonk, NY 10504
914-730-1020

Phone orders gladly taken 
WWW.BOWLSSALAD.COM

Decorate your own 
Frosty 

Salad Bowl 
from 2- 4pm

Soundworks is a certified Custom Electronic Design and Installation 

Association member which includes Certified (CEDIA) technicians 

on staff. Soundworks services, designs and installs integrated A/V 

systems in homes throughout the Tri-State area.

Home Theater | Automated Lighting Solutions | Automated Shading Solutions | Distributed House Audio & Video | Computer Networking

NOW YOU CAN

Soundworks is a passionate company integrating technology 
into your home using the latest in Apple products.

1  H U N T E R  A V E N U E ,  A R M O N K     •     9 1 4 . 7 6 5 . 0 4 6 1     •     S O U N D W O R K S N Y. C O M

Imagine                         the possiblitiesImagine Imagine Imagine                         the possiblities                        the possiblities                        the possiblitiesImagine                         the possiblitiesImagine Imagine Imagine                         the possiblitiesImagine                         the possiblitiesImagine                         the possiblitiesImagine Imagine Imagine                         the possiblitiesImagine 
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    College Planning 
 of Westchester

Let Us Lead You On The Road To Success

College Planning/Test Prep • Tutoring

914-273-2353  914-864-2203

Moving To A New Armonk 
Location  - Call for Details

collegeplanningofwestcheseter.com

All Subjects K-12 • ACT/SAT Prep
College Planning

collegeplanningofwestcheseter.comcollegeplanningofwestcheseter.com

College Planning 

Let Us Lead You On The Road To SuccessLet Us Lead You On The Road To Success

Tutoring All Subjects • ACT/SAT Prep
College Counseling

Annual 
Frosty Day!

Saturday, 
November 29th

Family Fun 
Starts at 12pm

Armonk, New York is the hometown 
of Frosty the Snowman. Lyricist 

Steve Nelson had the town in mind 
when he wrote this favorite song 
of the season in 1950, moving to 

Armonk two years later into a home 
he built for his family. The town of 
North Castle will celebrate Frosty's 
annual homecoming with day-long 

events on Saturday, November 29th, 
including fun-fi lled family activities, 
a parade down Main Street, a gala 

holiday lighting ceremony, 
and Winter Walk.

• Neograft Hair Transplant - No scalpels - No scars
• Botox / Dysport/ Xeomin
• Facial Fillers: Juvederm, Radiesse, 
   Perlane / Restylane, Sculptra, Belotero
• Pain-free laser hair removal
• Venus Viva - Ablative NanoFractional Technology
• Venus Legacy 
• Skin rejuvenation and Skin tightening
• Vi Peel/ New-generation medical peels
• Bio-Identical Hormone Replacement 
• Rejuvenating facials and specialized massages

www.parkavenuemedicalspa.com
914-730-3333

495 Main Street • Armonk, NY

Get Ready 
for the Holidays

Look younger and say 
goodbye to wrinkles

400 Main Street 
Armonk Square

Armonk, NY
 (914) 273-0788

Face Painting from 
2 - 4pm on 

Saturday, Nov., 29

TAZZA
c a f e

coffee & espresso bar

TAZZA

•Lunches To Go 
•Carry Out 
•Caviars &
   Smoked Fish 
•Fine Food Caterers

914.273.1766
407 Main Street • Armonk, NY 10504

lamerseafood.net
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• Quality benefits…annual checkups, emergency care and more

• Top-rated customer service

• Large network of doctors and hospitals

• You can’t be turned down for a pre-existing condition

Health benefit plans are issued or administered by MVP Health Plan, Inc.; MVP Health Insurance Company of New 
Hampshire, Inc.; MVP Health Plan of New Hampshire, Inc.; MVP Select Care, Inc.; Preferred Administrative Services, Inc.; 
Preferred Assurance Company, Inc.; and Hudson Health Plan, Inc., operating subsidiaries of MVP Health Care, Inc. 
Not all plans available in all states.

 *Discounted rates are dependent on subsidy eligibility and are not available in all counties. Individual premium rate  may vary.

Print_C (11/14)

Find out if you are eligible for  
discounted rates on health insurance.*

Quality health insurance  
YOU CAN AFFORD

CALL 1-855-494-6487

DiscoverMVP.com/quality
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drink happy.
741 Bedford Road, Bedford Hills, NY 10507 | 914.666.7272 

vineandcompany.com

ALTHOUGH WE'RE EXPERTS; 
DON'T JUST TAKE OUR WORD FOR IT. 

try. then buy.

WE HAVE 8 SELECTIONS AVAILABLE TO TASTE EACH AND EVERY DAY
STOP IN AND BECOME AN EXPERT YOURSELF!



November 25 - December 1, 2014www.TheExaminerNews.com 23

There is an 
ongoing debate 
of whether 
wine should be 
consumed young 
or after a period 
of aging. I am 
a proponent of 
consuming wine 
as it is released by 
a winery. Much 

of the wine released by winemakers is 
released young, primarily to generate the 
cash flow that permits investment in next 
year’s vintage. As a result, much of the 
wine sitting on wine shop shelves is sold 
young – and drunk young.

These wines provide instant gratification 
and satiate our appetite for pleasant wines 
at affordable prices.

But there is another 
stratosphere of wine being 
produced. These wines are 
revered for their propensity 
to develop over decades, 
resulting in a fine wine that 
is significantly more refined 
-- and desirable -- than 
the ready-to-drink bottles. These wines 
have garnered their own descriptive 
nomenclature: cult wines, collectors’ wines 
and wines built to last. 

The term built-to-last sums up the 
intentions of winemakers and the desires 

of wine connoisseurs. As a living organism, 
wine is not a static agricultural product. Its 
shelf life is dependent on the underlying 
raw material and the production processes 
employed by winemakers. But the one 
factor that influences the greatness of 
these wines is the fortitude and patience 
of those who purchase these bottles. Time 
is the ultimate determinant that unleashes 
the potential greatness – or at times the 
ultimate downfall – of a built-to-last wine.   

What makes these wines so different 
from the overwhelming majority of other 
wines produced and why are they so much 
more expensive?

There are four basic components of 
wine, each present in varying degrees 

and exerting varying 
influences: tannins, 
acidity, taste and alcohol. 
The combination of each 
of these determines the 
final style and life cycle of 
wine. 

Tannins provide 
longevity. The level of 

acidity and taste (fruit) in a wine will 
determine its balance and age worthiness. 
As a wine matures, alcohol will tend to 
mellow the overall character of the wine, 
making it more approachable and pleasant. 
By manipulating these components, a 

winemaker is able to craft a particular style 
and aging potential.

For example, in the Bordeaux region 
of France, vintages can be erratic; the 
influence of the four components can be 
daunting. Achieving the ideal balance that 
influences the longevity and maturation of 
a wine may be hindered by nature. This is 
why these wines are created from a blend 
of up to five different grape varietals. 

If the winegrowing season has been 
ideal, the fruit component of the harvested 
primary wine may dominate the other 
three components, potentially producing a 
fruit-forward wine that will peak out after 
several years and then begin to quickly 
fade. To achieve the desired balance 
for sustaining, and enhancing, 
the life of this wine, a winemaker 
will blend in a second wine that 
has high acid, a third wine to 
add backbone and tannins, 
even a fourth and fifth wine 
to manage alcohol levels and 
color intensity.

Likewise, if the winegrowing season has 
been poor, the fruit component may be 
weak and lacking finesse. To achieve the 
desired balance, one to four additional 
wines may be added to the primary wine, 
ultimately producing an amalgam of the 
best qualities of each.

On to pricing. The top wines from 
Bordeaux and Burgundy invariably 
command marketplace prices in the 
thousands of dollars – per bottle. The cost 
to produce these wines can be significantly 
more expensive than most wines, but 
rarely equate to the geometrically higher 
prices in the market. 

The single most influential factor 
contributing to the high cost of these 
wines is market appeal. Their reputation 
commands higher prices. Their scarcity 
fosters higher prices. Their lofty status 
creates irrational exuberance among high-
end collectors, and drives up prices.

Just as human development is 
impacted by an individual’s 
history and environmental 

influences, so too is it with wine. 
Likewise, fine wines require 
patience, often measured in 

decades, before their full 
potential is reached and 
a superior end result is 

achieved.  
Nick Antonaccio is a 35-year 

Pleasantville resident. For over 15 
years he has conducted wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

By Nick Antonaccio

The Concept Behind Creating Wines for the Decades

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

‘young bottlings or built-to-last wines?’

Don’t Be A Turkey!
Call Us... We’ll Drive!

AIRPORTS • NIGHT ON THE TOWN
SPECIAL OCCASIONS • BIRTHDAYS

BUSINESS TRIPS • CONCERTS
LOCAL & LONG DISTANCE

pleasantv i l lecarser vice.com

914-610-8668
914-703-7999

Pleasantville & Hawthorne
TAXI & CAR SERVICE

WCTLC #08-00208

Don Mulhare, Owner
Val Balidemaj, Manager

Sinapi’s Bakery & Cafe
�5�7�	�W�h�e�e�l�e�r�	�A�v�e�n�u�e

�P�l�e�a�s�a�n�t�v�i�l�l�e�,�	�N�Y�	�1�0�5�7�0

�(�9�1�4�)�	�7�7�3�-�2�0�1�4

�$�1�	�O�F�F
�A�N�Y�	�P�I�E
�E�x�p�.�	�1�1�/�3�0�/�1�4

�F�r�e�s�h�	�C�h�a�l�l�a�h�	�B�r�e�a�d�	�M�a�d�e�	�D�a�i�l�y�	
Wedding Cake Specialists • Cartoon Cakes for Kids 

Cakes for every occasion • Cheesecake • Bagels 
Italian Bread • Cookies • Pastries
Danish & Muffi ns and much more

�F�a�m�i�l�y�	�O�w�n�e�d�	�&�	�O�p�e�r�a�t�e�d�	�S�i�n�c�e�	�1�9�8�6

Baked Specially for the Holidays 

�O�p�e�n�	
�T�h�a�n�k�s�g�i�v�i�n�g�	�D�a�y�	
from 7am-2pm

Homemade: Honey Balls
Panetones • Italian Cheesecake•Holiday 

Pies• Italian Pastiera •Pumpkin Pies
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It took Caryn bringing 
in a plate of scones to the 
office and explaining that 
she made them as a way 
of avoiding SAD (seasonal 
affective disorder). Whether 
said seriously or jokingly, that 
reminded me that I had dealt 
with the issue many years ago 
when I suspected I might be 
victim to it.  

While the condition seems 
to hit women harder than men, 
it is estimated that 500,000 
Americans are negatively 
affected by the changing 
seasons and diminished 
daylight. The symptoms are 
feeling depressed, irritable 
and tired when the fall months 
chill into winter.

But even if you don’t suffer clinically 
from this condition, it can be a downer 
psychologically when it’s dreary outside 
and even drearier inside your home in the 
winter. 

With me, keeping my spirits high when 
light levels are low and there’s a chill in 
the air has been managed with the use of 
color and a few other tricks I’ll share with 
you. 

Don’t you just feel different in a room 
painted a neutral grey than in one painted 
a bright yellow? I’ve always been aware of 

the affect that color has had on 
me.

When I was 13, my brother, 
five years older than I, joined 
the military and I finally got my 
own room. Being the emerging 
Home Guru I was even then, I 
insisted on redecorating it. 

As I remember, it was on 
the north side of the house 
and always dark. When I came 
home from the paint store with 
a can of bright red paint for 
the walls, my mother gulped, 
but I was lucky that she always 
accepted the fact that I was the 
son who was “different.” 

Repainted, that room 
always boosted the spirits 
of a loner kind of teenager. 

Just a few years later when my mother 
was showing that house for sale, she 
particularly enjoyed sharing the story 
about prospective buyers entering that 
room and always exclaiming, “Wow!”

Throughout the years, I’ve continued 
to make a conscious effort to paint rooms 
on the north side of my house lighter, 
brighter colors. And in winter, I feel this 
is particularly important.

The National Association of Realtors 
this month offers other good tips on its 
House Logic site, which I pass on here 
to help brighten one’s outlook during the 

winter.
Would you believe that if you simply 

clean light fixtures and light bulbs that 
you make your home appear 30 percent 
brighter without turning on more lights?

Last week, I talked about plugging air 
leaks around windows and doors but 
there are other leaks inside that should 
be considered including those around 
recessed lights, electrical boxes and wall 
outlets. A cool way to find them is with a 
lit incense stick or scented candle to hunt 
down drafty leaks. (while leaving a neat 
scent at the same time!)

Another suggestion for a comfy home 
in winter that must be the result of a 
good PR firm getting to it is to replace a 
traditional wood-burning fireplace with 
an eco-friendly option that produces a 
burning fire without gas, wood, electricity 
or even a chimney. It suggests a gel 
fireplace insert that is also smoke-free 
and emits fewer allergens than a wood 
fireplace. A case of gel fuel comes with 12 
cans that burn for three hours each (about 
$35) or less than a dollar an hour for heat.

Here’s an easy one: clean your windows. 
Clean glass not only lets more natural 
light into your home, but according to a 
survey by the American Clean Institute 
(yes, there is such a thing), it’s a “feel-
good” task that makes the top five in a 
consumer survey, above a “spotless sink.” 

Also, it’s a good idea to remove your 

window screens in the fall and winter. 
They trap dirt and make your home 
appear darker inside and out. It’s a good 
curb appeal booster, too.  

Finally, if you feel that adjustment to the 
season is a real issue, there are products 
designed specifically for light therapy 
that many people swear by. During light 
therapy, you just sit near a bright light 
or light box that mimics natural outdoor 
light, which is thought to alter your 
“circadian rhythms,” suppressing your 
body’s release of melatonin. Together, 
these cause biochemical changes in the 
brain that can help reduce symptoms of 
SAD.  

At least that’s the explanation given 
on the site that sells the products, if 
you have interest in exploring the 
subject further. That site is http://www.
fullspectrumsolutions.com/. 

Here’s to a bright, comfy winter!
Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 

with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.
com), specializing in lifestyles, real estate 
and development. His real estate site is: 
www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his 
blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.com. To 
engage the services of Bill Primavera and 
his team to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

Avoiding the Winter Blahs By Brightening Up the Great Indoors

Order 8-11 Windows
Receive $200 Rebate

Order 12 or More
Receive $500 Rebate

Windows must be purchased between
Nov. 22nd to Dec. 15th, 2014

* Coupon must be 
shown at time of 
estimate

Looking for a place for
your kids to have fun
in a safe, supervised 

environment when they're 
off from school?

Saw Mill Club offers tennis, 
games, swimming, arts & 

crafts, Zumba, Yoga
 and all-day fun!!!

December
22–24, 26 & 29–31

December
22–24, 26 & 29–31

Pre-registration 
and emergency information is required.

Contact Nicole Weiss  for more information
nweiss@sawmillclub.com
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The number of people with diabetes 
has been climbing dramatically for 
the last half century. In 1958, 1.5 
million Americans had diabetes; now, 
nearly 20 million have the disease 
and that number is expected to nearly 
triple by 2050. 

Why the surge? Americans have 
been getting heavier and heavier, and 
weight gain is one of the biggest risk 
factors for Type 2 diabetes. Here’s 
what you need to know about this 
risky disease.

About 5 percent of all diagnosed 
cases of diabetes are Type 1, which 
has also been called juvenile diabetes. 
With Type 1 diabetes, the body does 
not produce insulin, which is a 
hormone needed to convert sugar, 
starches and other food into energy. 

Another type, gestational diabetes, 
affects an estimated 18 percent 
of pregnancies, according to the 
American Diabetes Association. 
Although the cause is unknown, it 
is likely that the hormones from the 
placenta disrupt the action of insulin 
in the mother. 

By far the most common diabetes 
is Type 2, which was once thought of 
as adult-onset diabetes. Increasingly, 

Type 2 is being diagnosed in teens 
and younger children. With this type, 
sufferers may not produce enough 
insulin or the body resists the effects 
of insulin; therefore, the person has 
to produce more and more of the 
hormone to manage blood sugar 
levels. Eventually, the body can’t keep 
up. Symptoms may include increased 
thirst, hunger and fatigue. 

Risks associated with diabetes can 
be significant. Diabetes can suppress 
immune response, and interfere with 
circulation, raising the risk of serious 
infections and even blindness. It is 
the leading cause of kidney failure, 
and the risk for heart disease and 
stroke is greater for those with the 

disease. To help prevent 
Type 2 diabetes, regular 
exercise and a healthy diet 
can have a huge impact in 
reducing risk.

Maintaining a healthy 
weight is important for 
your overall well-being, 
but especially for those 
with diabetes. Limiting 
carbohydrates—which 
quickly convert to sugar 
in the body—can help 
diabetics better manage insulin. Most 
people recognize that pasta, crackers 
and chips are high in carbohydrates, 
but they may not realize that even 
certain types of fruit can impact 

blood sugar levels. Fruits 
such as berries, apples 
and pears are lower in 
carbohydrates so they don’t 
cause a sudden increase in 
blood sugars compared to 
bananas, which are higher 
in carbohydrates. They 
also have a lower glycemic 
index. The glycemic 
index measures how a 
carbohydrate-containing 
food raises blood glucose 

levels. 
For Type 2 diabetics, losing 

even just 5 percent of total weight 
can allow patients to reduce their 
medications. I tell all my patients, 
dietary therapy and physical activity 
are the cornerstones of diabetes 
management. 

Dr. Jeffrey S. Powell is chief of the 
endocrinology division at Northern 
Westchester Hospital. He is a physician 
with the Mount Kisco Medical Group, 
and a 2013 and 2014 Castle Connolly 
and Westchester Magazine Top Doctor. 
His specialties include endocrinology, 
diabetes and metabolism.

America’s Diabetes Surge: What You Can Do to Limit Your Risk

Probate | Administration | Wills | Trusts
 Estate Litigation | Guardianship 

Commercial Litigation| Real Estate

FISHLIN & FISHLIN, PLLC - ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
WESTCHESTER, ROCKLAND AND NEW YORK CITY

WESTCHESTER OFFICE 
100 SOUTH BEDFORD RD.

SUITE 340
MT. KISCO, NY 10549

NEW YORK CITY OFFICE 
60 EAST 42ND STREET

SUITE 4600
NEW YORK, NY 10165

FOR ALL APPOINTMENTS CALL OR EMAIL

 (212) 736-8000 | WWW.FISHLINLAW.COM
ATTORNEY ADVERTISING

Todd Fishlin | Lewis Fishlin

NWH's Center for Diabetes
The Center for Diabetes at Northern Westchester Hospital is dedicated to 

providing a wide range of services and programs for people with diabetes.  
In addition to supporting the needs of inpatients, the center offers a com-

prehensive outpatient education program that focuses on meeting the in-
dividual needs of persons living with diabetes and their families. The cen-
ter also sponsors a monthly diabetes support group for adult patients. For 
more information on the hospital's diabetes programs, call 914-666-1861.

By Dr. Jeffrey Powell



November 25 - December 1, 2014 The Examiner26

Tuesday, Nov. 25
English Conversation Mini Course. 

For speakers of other languages who are 
looking to improve their English. Mount 
Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main St., 
Mount Kisco. 2 p.m. Free. Info: 914-864-
0038.

Italian Language and Culture With 
Mara De Matteo. De Matteo, born and 
raised in Italy, combines lively conversation 
with grammatical instruction in her 
classes, creating interactive lessons on the 
richness of Italian culture, past and present, 
through real-life anecdotes, literature, 
personal memoirs, films and photography. 
North Castle Public Library, 195 S. Greeley 
Ave., Chappaqua. Beginners from 6:30 to 
7:15 p.m. Advanced Italian speakers from 
7:15 to 8 p.m. Free. Meets every Tuesday. 
Info: 914-273-3887.

Wednesday, Nov. 26
Zumba Fitness. Achieve long-term 

benefits while having a blast in one 
exciting hour of calorie-burning, body-
energizing, awe-inspiring movements 
meant to engage and captivate for life. For 
all fitness levels. Dance Emotions, 75 S. 
Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. Every Monday 
and Wednesday at 9 a.m. and Saturdays at 
10 a.m. Drop in or weekly discount rates 
available. Info: Contact Peggy at 914 960-
4097.

Mommy Meet Up. Whether it’s your 
first child or your fifth, this program 
is a great way to get out of the house, 
meet new friends and enjoy time with 
your baby. For newborns birth to eight 
months old and their moms. Romperee 
Indoor Playground at World Cup Nursery 
School & Kindergarten 160 Hunts Lane, 
Chappaqua, 10:15 to 11 a.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday (except holidays). Info: 914-
238-9267 ext. 20.

Senior Benefits Information Center. 
Counselors offer older adults one-on-
one counseling covering a broad range 
of topics including Medicare health and 
prescription plans, food stamps, HEAP, 
EPIC, weatherization, minor home repair 
and tax relief programs. Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 Main St., Mount 
Kisco. 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. Info: 914-231-3260.

Support Group for Alzheimer’s 
Caregivers. Temple Shaaray Tefila and 
Westchester Jewish Community Services 
have scheduled this forum to provide 
a place for caregivers to discuss their 
feelings, share their experiences and 
support one another. A specialist from 
the Alzheimer’s Association will lead the 
group and provide educational materials 
and information. All welcome. Temple 
Shaaray Tefila’s Youth Lounge, 89 Baldwin 
Rd., Baldwin Corners. 11 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. Free. Meets the second and fourth 
Wednesday of each month. Registration 
required. Info and registration: Contact 

the Alzheimer’s Association at 800-272-
3900 or visit www.alz.org/hudsonvalley.

Knitting Club. Come learn to knit, or if 
you already know how, bring your current 
project and enjoy a visit with other knitters 
and crocheters. Beginners should bring 
a pair off size 8 or 10 straight knitting 
needles and skein or worsted weight yarn. 
Open to knitters and crocheters 10 years 
old and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 
100 E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 4 to 5:30 
p.m. Free. Meets every Wednesday. Info: 
914-666-8041.

Wednesday Night Bingo. Regular 
bingo tickets and specials available for sale. 
Includes coffee, tea and hot chocolate. Hot 
dogs and soda for sale. Holy Rosary School, 
180 Bradhurst Ave., Hawthorne. Doors 
open at 6 p.m. Games start at 7:20 p.m. $2 
(for one card). Extra game cards may be 
purchased for $2 or $3 each along with a 
few specialty games. Every Wednesday.

Art Series Discussion: “Louise 
Élisabeth Vigée Le Brun.” Born in 1755, 
Madame Lebrun was possibly one of the 
most important female painters of the 
18th century. This French-born portrait 
artist was the official portrait painter 
for Marie Antoinette and her Rococo 
style underlined an epoch in French 
history that was rapidly changing. Led by 
Professor Valerie Franco. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887 
or www.northcastlelibrary.org.

Thursday, Nov. 27
Community Thanksgiving Dinner. 

The Pleasantville Presbyterian Church 
is hosting a community Thanksgiving 
Dinner. Please bring a side dish or dessert 
to share; the turkey will be provided. We’d 
like to know that you are coming, but walk-
ins are welcome. Pleasantville Presbyterian 
Church, 400 Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 
5 p.m. Free. Info: 914-769-0458 or visit 
www.pvillepresby.org.

Friday, Nov. 28
Briarcliff Booster Club 4K Run/

Walk Annual Turkey Trot. Come join 
the Briarcliff Booster Club’s annual run/
walk event to help support the Briarcliff 
Manor School District’s athletic programs. 
Briarcliff High School, 444 Pleasantville 
Rd., Briarcliff Manor. Registration at 8:30 
a.m. Race at 9 a.m. Suggested donated: 
$20. Info: Contact Janet Marinaccio at 
janray1@optonline.net.

School’s Out/Arts In. Looking for 
something for your kids to do when 
they have no school? Get inspired by the 
Katonah Museum of Art’s exhibition 
“Lethal Beauty: Samurai Weapons and 
Armor” with fun art activities each day. 
Today, create unique holiday cards using 
Japanese batik techniques on paper.  For 
children three years old and up. Children 
under six and under must participate 

with an adult; for children seven and 
older, adults must remain at the museum. 
Katonah Museum of Art, 134 Jay St. (Route 
22), Katonah. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Children of 
members: $5. Non-members: $8. Adults: 
Regular museum admission. Info: Visit 
www.katonahmuseum.org. 

Trains: Your Ticket to the Great 
Outdoors. Display of model trains, 
presented by the Yonkers Model Railroad 
Club. Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 
Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 10 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. Members: Free. Non-members--
Adults: $10. Seniors: $9. Children (2 to 12): 
$8. (Includes admission to all Manor House 
exhibits.) Also Nov. 30. Info: 914- 723-3470 
or visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

“A Christmas Carol.” Yorktown Stage’s 
musical adaptation of Charles Dickens’ 
most well-known story. Yorktown 
Community & Cultural Center, 1974 
Commerce St., Yorktown Heights. 7:30 
p.m. $26. Yorktown residents: $24. Seniors 
and students: $21. Children (under 12): 
$19. Group discounts available. Also Nov. 
29 at 7:30 p.m. and Nov. 30 at 2 p.m. Info 
and tickets: 914-962-0606 or visit www.
yorktownstage.org.

Christmas Tree Sale. The North White 
Plains Fire Company No. 1 will once again 
be selling Christmas trees this year to help 
raise funds for the company. North White 
Plains Fire Company No. 1 firehouse, (621 
N. Broadway, North White Plains  4 to  8 
p.m. Continues Thursdays and Fridays 
from 4 to 8 p.m. every and Saturdays and 
Sundays from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. through 
Dec. 20 (or until sold out). Info: 914-949-
3575 or e-mail ncsfd1@optonline.net.

Saturday, Nov. 29
Sahaja Meditation. Peter Simone leads 

this session to help participants reduce 
stress, increase wellness and become better 
centered and more balanced in their lives. 
Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main 
St., Mount Kisco. 10 to 11 a.m. Free. Every 
Saturday. Info: 914-666-8041. 

All Saints Church’s Annual Christmas 
Tree Sale. A large selection of Fraser and 
Douglas firs in all sizes at competitive 
prices, along with 16-inch wreaths will 
be available. All proceeds will benefit 
church ministries. All Saints Church, 201 
Scarborough Rd. (at Old Briarcliff Road), 
Briarcliff Manor. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Also 
Dec. 6, 13, and 20 from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
and Nov. 30 and Dec. 7, 14 and 21 from 12 
to 6 p.m. Info: Visit www.allsaintsbriarcliff.
org or see us on Facebook.

Westchester Winter Wonderland 
Lighting Ceremony. More than 2.5 million 
LED lights will transform the Kensico 
Dam Plaza into a festive wonderland to 
celebrate the spirit of the holiday season. 
This inaugural event will combine the best 
of Rockefeller Center and Bryant Park with 
the largest light show in the Hudson Valley. 
Also featuring recreational ice skating, 

boutique vendors, Santa, sleigh rides, the 
Himalaya ride and a heated indoor food 
court offering a variety of food, wine 
and beer. Kensico Dam Plaza, Valhalla. 
Lighting ceremony at 6 p.m.

Sunday, Nov. 30
Teaching Trails: A Community Path 

for Environmental Education. Join 
guided trail experience through the 
woodland forest. Discover who left that 
track, which tree makes the best animal 
home or which plant makes its own 
heat to help melt through the late winter 
ice. Program runs about 30 minutes. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 
Rd., Scarsdale. 11:30 a.m. Free. Every 
Sunday. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.    

Learn and Play Mahjongg. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 1 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887 
or www.northcastlelibrary.org.

Monday, Dec. 1
Knitting Group. Hats for our 

servicemen and women overseas and 
other ongoing projects for care centers 
and hospitals. Clinton Street Center, 1A 
Clinton St., Pleasantville. 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
Free. Meets every Monday. Info: 914-769-
2021.

Student Art Show. A wide range of work 
by students by Westchester Community 
College students enrolled in the visual 
arts seminar, a one-credit portfolio 
development and professional practices 
course, will be showcased. Westchester 
Community College’s Fine Arts Gallery, 
third floor of the Academic Arts Building, 
75 Grasslands Rd., Valhalla.10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Free. Exhibit continues through 
Dec. 15. Show hours are  Monday through 
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. and Thursdays 
from 4 to 6 p.m. Info: 914-606-7867 or visit 
www.sunywcc.edu/gallery.

Luncheon, Fashion Show and Holiday 
Boutique. Join us for lunch and to help 
fight children’s cancer at the 16th annual 
Children Cancer Fund’s luncheon and 
fashion show. Zanni Restaurant at Mariani 
Gardens, 45 Bedford Rd., Armonk, 11:30 
a.m. to 2 p.m. $80. (make checks payable 
to The Children Cancer Fund) Mail to 
or drop off at Cherylyn Salon North, 430 
Bedford Rd., Armonk. Info: 914-273-7900.

Veterans Roundtable. Informal 
discussion and camaraderie among 
members and public service projects. 
Clinton Street Center, 1A Clinton St., 
Pleasantville. 1 to 2 p.m. Free. Meets every 
Monday. Info: 914-769-2021.

Look Good...Feel Better. For women 
going through cancer treatment that 
teaches participants beauty techniques 
to help manage the appearance-related 
side effects of their treatment. Makeup 

continued on page 27
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kits donated by cosmetic companies are 
given to each participant to take home. 
Presented by cosmetologist Sheri Silver. 
Phelps Memorial Hospital Center’s 
Medical Services Building, Room 545, 755 
N. Broadway, Sleepy Hollow. 6 to 8 p.m. 
Free. Advance registration required. Info 
and advance registration: 914-366-3315 or 
914-366-3345.

Telephone Support Group for Women 
With Metastatic Breast Cancer. This 
new Support Connection group offers 
the opportunity to share information 
and experiences with women across the 
country who are living with breast cancer. 
Share information and experiences. 
Confidentially discuss concerns and gain 
support from others who understand 

from the comfort of home.  Open to 
women nationwide living with recurrent, 
advanced stage or metastatic breast cancer. 
7 p.m. Free. Meets the first Monday of 
every month. Pre-registration required. 
Info and pre-registration: Contact Support 
Connection at 914-962-6402 or 800-532-
4290.

Tuesday, Dec. 2
Meet the Doctors: “Reversing Midlife 

Weight Gain--From conversations to 
Clinical Trials.” The first installment 
of a three-part lecture series hosted 
by New York Medical College. Led by 
Associate Professor of Clinical Medicine 
Dr. Harriette Mogulyears, a specialist in 
endocrinology, diabetes and metabolism. 
Mount Pleasant Public Library, 350 
Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 7 p.m. Free. 

Wednesday, Dec. 3
Blood Pressure Screening. Phelps 

Memorial Hospital Center’s Walkway 
Conference Room, 701 N. Broadway, 
Sleepy Hollow. 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. Free. 
Also Dec. 17. Appointments required. Info 
and appointments: 914-366-3220.

Lil’ Cooks. A hands-on cooking class 
for children three to five years old. Mount 
Pleasant Town Hall Tower Room, 1 Town 
Hall Plaza, Valhalla. 12:30 to 2 p.m. Also 
Thursdays 10 to 11:30 a.m. and 12:30 to 2 
p.m. Info and registration: 914-742-2310, 
visit www.MtPleasantNY.com/rec or in 
person at the Mount Pleasant Recreation 
Department, 1 Lozza Drive, Valhalla.

Mind Games. A fun way for seniors to 
help stimulate their minds and improve 
cognitive functioning by playing group 

games.  Phelps Memorial Hospital 
Center’s boardroom (C-Level), 701 N. 
Broadway, Sleepy Hollow. 2 to 3:30 pm. 
Free. Registration required. Info and 
registration: 914-366-3937.

Neu First Wednesdays: Vitaly 
Komar. The museum hosts an intimate 
conversation with Vitaly Komar, who has 
spent much of his career reacting to what he 
has called “the overproduction of ideology 
and its propaganda,” most notably Soviet 
Socialist Realism. Komar’s work is included 
in the current exhibition “This Leads to 
Fire: Russian Art from Nonconformism 
to Global Capitalism, Selections from the 
Kolodzei Art Foundation Collection.” 
Neuberger Museum of Art, 735 Anderson 
Hill Rd., Purchase. 4:30 p.m. Free. Info: 
914-251-6100 or visit www.neuberger.org.

By Jerry Eimbinder
Set in modern times, the Shakespeare 

comedy “A Midsummer Night’s Dream” 
will be performed at Whippoorwill Hall in 
Armonk by the Armonk Players from Dec. 
6-14. 

To help the audience find places to dine, 
here’s a guide providing local restaurant 
suggestions.

Amore Pizzeria & Italian Kitchen. The 
menu is described as “authentic, real boot 
Italian” by co-proprietor Mark Mazzotta. 
Slowly braised pork osso buco is a special 
— but not always available. Served with 
roasted root vegetables in a chianti wine/
natural au jus sauce, it arrives over porcin-
scented, creamy Arborio risotto ($26). 
Mark and his brother, Joseph, opened 
Amore 20 years ago, but relocated 10 
months ago to a building resembling a 
Tuscan farmhouse. 1 Kent Place. 914-273-
3535.

The Beehive. Uncle Louie’s Moussaka 
($17.95) and chicken a la francese with 
misko orzo ($19.95) are popular. A family-
owned restaurant operated by executive 
chef Peter Modroukas, his wife, Anne, 
their children, Valerie Ladis and Dean 
Modroukas, and Valerie’s husband Peter 
Ladis. 30 Old Route 22. 914-765-0688.

Fattoria Dinner House. Grilled octopus 
over chickpea and arugula salad is popular, 
said owner James Contacessa. “It’s cooked 
and braised overnight, then grilled soft and 
tender in the middle with a little char on 
the outside,” he said. 575 Main St. 914-273-
8000.

Fortina. John Nealon, one of the 
owners, said the most popular entrée is 
pork braciole with Sunday Sauce and 
broccoli rabe ($18). The most frequently 
ordered specialty pizza is The Luigi Blanco 

— burrata, robiolona, parmesan and black 
truffle ($21). 17 Maple Ave. 914-273-0900.

Gavi. Its most popular entrée is veal 
scaloppine Martini — veal crusted with 
parmesan in a white wine and lemon sauce 
($21), owner Frank DeCarlo said. Most 
popular pasta is Trenette Riva -- linguine 
with shrimp, crabmeat and arugla in a 
blush sauce ($22). 15 Old Route 22. 914-
273-6900.

Marc Charles Steakhouse. The 44-ounce 
Porterhouse for Two ($89) and the apricot-
glazed Colorado lamp chops ($49), are the 
most sought after items on the menu, said 
chef/owner Mark Mazzarulli and general 
manager Georgietta Viggiani. 94 Business 
Park Drive. 914-273-2700.

Mariachi Mexico. Chef Joana Herrera’s 
colossal tiger shrimp with a house-made 
tamarind glaze over sautéed baby spinach 
is a best seller ($26.95). Also popular are 
the chile marinated pork loin and grilled 
pineapple tacos al pastor; enchiladas mole 
topped with lettuce and cotija cheese; and 
a chip trio with house-made chips and red, 
tomatillo, charred tomato salsa. 405 Main 
St. 914-273-6805.

Moderne Barn. The latest pasta dish to 
be created in Chef Ethan Kostbar’s kitchen 
is house-made Meyer-lemon parpardelle 
and veal mushroom goulash ($22). 430 
Bedford Rd. 914-730-0001.

Opus 465. Not on the menu but offered 
as specials are Dark Moon Scallops -- 
jumbo scallops, Basmati rice, butternut 
squash purée and grilled asparagus ($25) -- 
and chicken pot pie with shredded chicken, 
peas and carrots and a pastry crust ($18), 
according to chef/owner Mark Mazzarulli 
and general manager Georgietta Viggiani. 
465 Main St. 914-273-4676.

Restaurant North. The menu is not 

available in advance. It changes daily and is 
heavily dependent on what’s available from 
local farms and providers of meat, seafood, 
herbs and fresh produce. Owned by Wine 
& Spirits Director Stephen Mancini and 
chef Eric Gabrynowicz. 386 Main St. 914-
273-8686.

Zero Otto Nove. Specialties include 
baked rigatoni with meatballs ($21.95), 
breaded pork chop ($20.95) and grilled 
salmon ($25.95). Chef/owner Roberto 
Paciullo has two Zero Otto Nove’s in 
Manhattan and Roberto’s in the Bronx. 55 
Old Route 22. 914-273-0089.

Cast and crew members from nearby 
communities are Brandi Danielle Gestri 
(Armonk), music arranger Michelle 
DeAngelis (Bronxville), director Christine 

DiTota (Carmel), Anthony Barresi Jr. 
(Goldens Bridge), Tom Ammirato (Mount 
Kisco), choreographer Christine Gavin 
(Ossining), Heidi Giarlo and Tony Val 
(Port Chester), David Morabito (Sleepy 
Hollow), Leah Wend (Valhalla), Steven 
Bendler (Yonkers) and Bruce Apar 
(Yorktown). Out-of-town cast members 
include Jennifer Edwards Kawa (Inwood, 
N.Y.) and Julia Ryan (Ridgefield, Conn.).  

Tickets are $20 for adults and $10 for 
students (18 years old or younger). 

Whippoorwill Hall is located at 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East in Armonk. For 
tickets and more information, visit www.
armonkplayers.org.

Places to Dine in Armonk Before ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’

From left, Jennifer Edwards Kawa (Helena), Steven Bendler (Lysander), Brandi Danielle Gestri (Hermia) 
and Anthony Barresi Jr. (Demetrius) in “A Midsummer Night’s Dream,” which is playing the next two 
weekends at Whippoorwill Hall in Armonk.

continued from page 26
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Adoption
A childless young married couple (she-
30/he-37) seeks to adopt. Will be hands-
on mom/devoted dad. Financial security. 
Expenses paid.† Call/text. Mary & Adam 
1-800-790-5260.

Auto donAtions
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

EstAtE sALE
EstAtE sAlE At 41 Hilltop Dr., 
YorktoWn 10598.  Friday, Novem-
ber 28th through 30th from 9 - 6. (845) 
527-0517 or email antique789@aol.com. 
Entire contents of home.

HELp WAntEd
oFFiCE ADMinistrAtor nEEDED 
For busy home improvement company 
in Croton-on-Hudson. Serious inqui-
ries only: MUST be available to work 
FT, Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 
8:30am-4:30pm, and SATURDAYS, 8:30-
3:00. 3yrs prior office experience NEED-
ED. Responsibilities required: Highly 
motivated individual with strong oral/
written communication skills; Computer 
& QuickBooks knowledge a MUST. NO 
NEED TO APPLY WITHOUT QUICK-

BOOKS KNOWLEDGE or if you can’t 
work SATURDAYS. Excellent phone/cus-
tomer service skills needed. please email 
resumes to: miraclehome1@verizon.net 
or fax to:  914-827-9327

AirlinE CArEErs begin here Get FAA 
approved Aviation Maintenance Techni-
cian training. Financial aid for qualified 
students  Housing available. Job place-
ment assistance. Call AIM 866-296-7093

in HoME pEt sittinG
plEAsAnt pAWs inn llC Catering to 
the most discerning dog owners in West-
chester. Our home will be their home. 24/7 
one on one love. Boarding, daycare, walks 
& transportation services available. Book 
a reservation at info@pleasantpawsinn.
com or 914-773-2020 or 914-906-8414. 
9 Hobby st., pleasantville.

HoME iMprovEMEnt
HAs YoUr BUilDinG sHiFtED or 
sEttlED? Contact Woodford Broth-
ers Inc, for straightening, leveling, 
foundation and wood frame repairs at 
1-800-OLD-BARN. www.woodfordbros.
com. "Not applicable in Queens county"

LAnd For sALE
DEEr riVEr/nY stAtE lAnD 5 acres- 
Deer River- $19,995. Borders stateland. 
Excellent grouse and deer area. Borders 
ATV/snowmobile trail. Financing avail-
able. $157/month -Contact us by phone 
to receive FREE closing costs! 1-800-229-
7843. Or visit www.LandandCamps.com

nY lAnD BArGAins- FUlton 
CoUntY- 33.4 acres, woods $85,000. 
HERKIMER COUNTY- 59.9 acres, 
woods $58,000. OTSEGO COUNTY- 2.7 
acres, views, $23,000. Owner financing. 
CALL: 518-861-6541 www.helderbergre-
alty.com

LEGAL notiCE
notiCE oF pUBliC HEArinG 2015 
proposED WEstCHEstEr CoUn-
tY BUDGEt NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that a Public Hearing will be held 
by the Westchester County Board of  Leg-
islators on the matter of the Westchester 
County Budget for the year 2015 and the 
Memorandum of Proposals of the Com-
mittee on Budget & Appropriations, if 
applicable, at the Westchester County 
Board of  Legislators which is located at 
148 Martine Avenue, 8th Floor in White 
Plains, New York, on December 3, 2014 
at 7:00 p.m. The County Budget and the 
Committee on Budget and Appropria-
tions Memorandum of  Proposals, if ap-
plicable, will be open to inspection by 
any persons at the office of the Clerk of 
the County Board of Legislators during 
business hours.  Information concern-
ing the entire Budget, as well as copies of 
the Budget itself, may be viewed on-line 
at  www.westchestergov.com or obtained 
from the office of the Budget Director, 
3rd floor, Michaelian Office Building, 148 
Martine Avenue, White Plains, New York 
10601.  (Please note that the charges for 
the various budget documents are as fol-
lows:  $30.00 for the Proposed 2015 Op-
erating Budget; $30.00 for the Proposed 
2015 Capital Budget, $25.00 for the Dis-
tricts Budget or $75.00 for the complete 
package.  The Budget {operating, capi-
tal and district} is also available on CD 
for $15.00) Those attending the Public 
Hearing have the right to provide writ-
ten and/or oral comments concerning 
the entire budget. Dated:  november 19, 
2014 tinA sECkErson Clerk of the 
County Board of legislators  Westches-
ter County, new York

MisCELLAnEous
sAWMills from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 

ready to ship. FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

out oF stAtE rEAL EstAtE
Sebastian, Florida Beautiful 55+ manu-
factured home community. 4.4 miles to 
the beach, Close to riverfront district. 
New models from $99,000.  772-581-
0080, www.beach-cove.com

rEAL EstAtE
Discover Delaware's Resort Living With-
out Resort Pricing! Milder winters & low 
taxes! Gated Community with amazing 
amenities! New Homes $80's. Brochures 
available- 1-866-629-0770 or www.cool-
branch.com

rEntAL
nEWlY BUilt, FUllY FUrnisHED, 
1 BED, 1 BAtH ApArtMEnt, look-
ing for a tenant who desires a peaceful, 
country, lakefront 1+ acre setting. Heat, 
hot water; electric and extra amenities in-
cluded. no pets or smokers please MstA 
914-621-2329.

vACAtion
Waterfront Home oak island, nC. 4BR/ 
2BA w/Pier, 2 Boat Lifts, Orig. $650K, 
Auction Price $349K. Taxes Under 3K. 
Iron Horse Auction Co., Inc. 800-997-
2248. NCAL3936. www.ironhorseauc-
tion.com

WAntEd
Most CAsH pAiD For paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. plEAsE CAll AAron At
914-654-1683 

CAsH for Coins! Buying Gold & Silver. 
Also Stamps & Paper Money, Comics,† 
Entire Collections, Estates. Travel to your 
home. Call Marc in NJ: 1-800-488-4175

ExAMinEr MEdiA Classifieds 112514

IF YOU USED THE 
BLOOD THINNER XARELTO

and suffered internal bleeding, hemorrhaging, 
required hospitalization or a loved one died while 
taking Xarelto between 2011 and the present time, 

you may be entitled to compensation. 
Call Attorney Charles H. Johnson 1-800-535-5727

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 or e-mail 

classifieds@
theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR

SURPLUS GOVERNMENT AUCTIONS

DEC. 3   9:30AM
NYS Office for People with 
Developmental Disabilities

Staten Island DDSO
930 Willowbrook Rd., Staten Island, NY 10314

DEC. 4   9:30AM
NYS Office of Mental Health

Kingsboro Psychiatric Center
681 Clarkson Ave., Brooklyn, NY11203

Complete details and listings:  nysstore.com
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By Neal Rentz
Mount Pleasant officials are exploring 

ways to make important infrastructure 
improvements to one of the municipality’s 
key commercial thoroughfares. 

Supervisor Carl Fulgenzi said last week 
work would be from the intersection 
of Cross Street and  Elwood Avenue 
in Hawthorne and continue along 

Commerce Street to the Four Corners 
intersection in Thornwood.

Officials have been working with David 
Smyth, the town’s engineer, to develop the 
project, he said.

Plans include road safety 
improvements, curbing, sidewalks, 
drainage improvements, planting and 
lighting. 

“This plan will give our local business a 
new identity and hopefully motivate them 
to improve their facades, that in turn, 
will improve the business environment,” 
Fulgenzi said.

The town is seeking county and state 
grants to help pay for the new sidewalks 
in those areas, said Fulgenzi. Grants 
applied for by the Thornwood-Hawthorne 
Chamber of Commerce and other civic 
groups would also be considered. Though 
merchants would not pay for sidewalk 
construction, they would be responsible 
for maintenance and cleaning, he said. 

Most of the targeted area has never had 
sidewalks, Fulgenzi said. Where there are 
sidewalks they are in dire need of repair. 

Councilwoman Laurie Smalley 
said officials must discuss potential 
improvements with business owners, 
including public-private partnerships.

Improvements in the commercial 
areas could translate into attracting 
new commercial development and tax 
revenue for the town, Councilman Denis 

McCarthy said.   
CSEA contract
Fulgenzi said last week the town and 

its CSEA I unit, which consists of mainly 
office clerical staff, recently reached a 
contract settlement. The new agreement 
is expected to be voted on at tonight’s 
(Tuesday) meeting. The unit’s last contract 
expired at the end of last year, he said.

The new contract includes pay raises 
of 2.5 percent for this year, 3 percent for 
2015 and 2.5 percent for 2016. 

“Nothing has changed in the contract” 
except for the pay raises, Fulgenzi said. 

Town board vacancy 
On Dec. 2, the board is expected 

to begin interviewing candidates for 
the council seat vacated by Fulgenzi. 
Supervisor Joan Maybury resigned at the 
end of September for personal reasons 
and Fulgenzi was appointed supervisor, 
creating the empty seat. Fulgenzi said the 
board hopes to make its appointment by 
the end of December. 

By Neal Rentz
When it comes to Thanksgiving and 

the ensuing mad rush to the stores for 
Black Friday, many shoppers might 
envision hordes of crowds flooding big-
box stores and large retailers in the wee 
hours of the morning.

This holiday season, some of the local 
chambers of commerce and business 
organizations are hoping shoppers stay 
close to home by offering great deals 
and a way to help small, independent 
merchants.

The Thornwood-Hawthorne Chamber 
of Commerce is holding its first Mount 
Pleasant Holiday Shop & Dine Savings 
Pass program. Chamber member 
Aimee Nichols, one of the owners of 
Berger Hardware, said the new local 
program was inspired by the annual 
American Express Small Business 
Saturday program, scheduled for Nov. 
29. American Express will be providing 
statement credits to its card holders who 
patronize participating small businesses 
this Saturday.

The new Mount Pleasant program 
offers consumers savings of $10 for 
purchases of at least $25 at the 15 
participating stores and restaurants, 
Nichols said. The local chamber is 
sending out about 20,000 mailings with 
discount passes that local residents will 
receive on Wednesday and Friday. The 
passes can be used from Nov. 28 through 
Dec. 7. 

“You can use it one time at each 
business,” Nichols said. 

Nichols said the new holiday program 
for the Thornwood-Hawthorne Chamber 
of Commerce is in keeping with the 
chamber’s mission of promoting mom-
and-pop stores.

Other business hamlets are also 
participating in various incentive 
programs to coincide with Small 
Business Saturday this weekend. The 
Chappaqua-Millwood Chamber of 
Commerce has a variety of merchants 
who are offering significant discounts. 
Customers can visit www.chappaqua-
millwoodchamberofcommerce.org for a 
list of participating businesses and deals 
being offered. 

Shoppers can also register their 
American Express card to take advantage 
of American Express’ Small Business 
Saturday promotion, providing a $10 
statement credit as many as three times 
for each card.

To receive the credit, the card member 
must use his or her registered card and 
spend at least $10 in a single, in-store 
transaction at a qualifying small business 
on Nov. 29. That can be done up to three 
times. 

A list of qualifying businesses can 
be viewed at www.ShopSmall.com. 
Registration is open until Saturday unless 
the predetermined limit of registered 
card holders has been reached.

Communities Promote Local 
Businesses This Weekend

By Neal Rentz
Disappointed by the decisive rejection 

of the district’s capital projects bond, 
the Mount Pleasant Board of Education 
will begin deciding how to fund major 
renovations at its secondary school 
campus next month.

Board President James Grieco 
said trustees would formally begin 
discussions on how to proceed at the 
board’s Dec. 10 work session. 

On Nov. 15, the proposition was 
soundly defeated, 1,629-713. Following 
the vote, Superintendent of Schools Dr. 
Susan Guiney said the district had three 
options: bring the same referendum 

back to voters after waiting the required 
90 days, propose a modified bond or pay 
for renovations through the district’s 
annual budget.

Officials will also seek residents’ 
opinions to learn why most of the 
district’s roughly 8,000 registered voters 
failed to participate in the vote, Grieco 
said. 

At the school board’s Nov. 19 meeting, 
Brent Harrington was the only resident 
who spoke about the results, expressing 
dismay at the bond’s defeat. 

Grieco said many residents who 
opposed the bond were concerned about 
escalating taxes. The bond would have 

added $539 to the average homeowner’s 
tax bill within three years.

Others were critical that it contained 
work not considered essential.

Nearly 70 percent of the cost of the 
bond was devoted to infrastructure 
and renovations, including work to 
replace and repair ceilings, classroom 
floors, lighting, heating and ventilation 
systems at the middle and high schools.

The bond also proposed funding 
renovations to the high school 
auditorium, new lighting and sound 
systems, expanded seating and new 
artificial turf and lighting at the high 
school athletic field.

Mt. Pleasant School Officials to Weigh Capital Projects Options Next Month

Mt. Pleasant Mulls Infrastructure Improvements for Commercial Strip

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
Mount Pleasant Superintendent of  Schools Dr. 
Susan Guiney and Board of  Education President 
James Grieco at the Nov. 19 school board meeting.

The Mount Kisco Chamber of 
Commerce is pleased to announce 
that the annual holiday tree lighting 
ceremony in the village will be held 
on Friday, Dec. 
5. The event will 
start at 6 p.m. in 
front of Mount 
Kisco Village 
Hall. After 
the ceremony 
everyone is 
invited to walk 
to the American Legion post to 
visit with Santa at about 6:30 p.m. 
Cookies and cocoa will be served. 

The chamber’s sponsors are: 
A&J Home Care, Saw Mill Club. 

Diamond Properties, Northern 
Westchester Hospital and TD 
Bank (Gold) and Accel Printing & 
Graphics, Arco Cleaning, Tompkins 

Mahopac Bank, 
Northern 
Westchester 
Autobody and 
People’s United 
Bank (Silver) 
Media sponsors 
are Examiner 
Media, WAM 

Enterprises and Chase Media 
Group. 

For additional information, 
please call 914-666-7525 or e-mail 
director@mtkiscochamber.com.

Mt. Kisco Chamber of Commerce 
Tree Lighting Set for Dec. 5
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By Cutler Klein

The 2014-15 hockey season is nearly here, 
and the teams of Northern Westchester are 
lacing up their skates and preparing for the 
long road ahead. Horace Greeley, Byram 
Hills, Fox Lane and Mount Pleasant are all 
looking forward to a fresh start. Here’s all 
you need to know to get ready for hockey 
season:

Horace Greeley Quakers
After posting a respectable 12-8-2 

record last season, Greeley is looking to 
build another winning team with a slightly 
different roster. The team graduated a few 
key players, especially on the back end. 

“We lost quite a bit of our defense,” said 
head coach Zach Dargaty. “We graduated 
eight seniors, and a lot of them were 
defensemen.” To help out a young defensive 
corps, Dargaty moved senior captain Calder 
Fontaine back to defense to provide some 
veteran leadership. 

On the offensive side, the squad remains 
mostly intact, with two prolific goal 
scorers in captains Sam Mishkind and 
Scott Jakubowicz. However, the Quakeres 
are missing a few key contributors, most 
notably Henry Girardi, who left the team to 
play at prep school. With some significant 
roster changes, Dargaty says this team is 
looking for a fresh start. 

“Overall, we’re starting over. It’s a pretty 
new group. We did return some of our top 
scorers, but it’s still a work in progress to see 
where we are compared to last year.”  

The biggest storyline going into this 
season is the goaltending situation. Junior 
Nicholas Bright remains the starting 
goaltender, but he cannot make a full-season 
commitment to the team. Greeley brought 
in senior Matt Solnick, who has never 
played hockey before, and sophomore Scott 
Odland, who skated for the team last year, 
to back up Bright and step in when needed. 

“Nick is clearly our number one goalie, 
but we are going to need those other guys 
to contribute this year,” Dargaty said. “We’re 
very comfortable with Nick, and we need 
to get Scott and Matt into a position where 
they can be successful.”

Despite an early playoff exit, the Quakers 
had an impressive 2013-14 campaign. 
Greeley heavily outshot its opponents 
night after night, according to Dargaty, but 
transferring that success to this season is a 
difficult task.

“It’s not really a sense of improving on last 
year,” he said. “I think this year we just have 
to rebuild a little bit and incorporate some 
players who didn’t contribute as much last 
year.”

One up-and-coming name on the Greeley 
roster is sophomore Sam Whitehouse. The 
towering defenseman will likely see an 
increase in ice time this season, and looks to 
prove himself on the blue line. The Quakers 
will also be relying on juniors Ryan Rusiecki 
and Ryan Katchis for some stability and 

depth at the forward position. 
Despite the changes, Dargaty thinks the 

conference will be wide open this year.
“So many teams lost so many players 

this year, so it’s very wide open,” he said. “I 
think it’s going to take a couple of games to 
see who the stronger teams are. This year, I 
think a lot of coaches are unsure of where 
they stand relative to each other.”

Byram Hills Bobcats
The Bobcats finished last season at 9-10-1, 

their best finish in years, but were bounced 
in the sectionals by Rye Town/Harrison. 
This season, head coach Andrew Cloherty 
is looking for a deeper, and better, team. 

“We want to have more depth,” Cloherty 
said. “Last year, we really only had two lines 
we could count on. Our third line could 
have been scored on at any time.” 

Much like Greeley, Byram Hills is 
sending a very different squad onto the ice 
this year. The Bobcats acquired three or four 
new players who played on individual club 
teams in the past. Despite losing some goal 
scoring, players like Mathew Behar, Willie 
Mann and Nicholas Solandra will provide 
some more depth and help round out the 
team. 

On the back end, the defensive corps 
has matured and is looking to provide 
some stability as new players on offense get 
adjusted. 

“A lot of our defensemen were young 
last year,” Cloherty said. “Now that they’re 
sophomores and juniors, we actually have 
some veterans on our blue line.”

Cloherty said that the talent is a lot more 
spread out this season, and he likes the 
tempo and speed in practice. There is also 
less of a learning curve for the players. Last 
season, it took many classroom sessions and 
practices to get the players adjusted to the 
system. Cloherty also says that the younger 
players will see some heavy minutes, so it 
will take a little time to adjust to the size and 
speed  differential of high school hockey. 
They are also concerned with producing 
enough shots and getting quality scoring 
chances.

The Bobcats are especially looking 

forward to their annual “Pink the Rink” 
game with rival Fox Lane. Despite losing 
a little offensive firepower, Cloherty 
thinks they will stack up well with their 
neighboring rivals. 

“I think we may have a deeper team, but 
every time we play them, the records go out 
the window, and it’ll be a very good game,” 
he said. 

Byram Hills is an up-and-coming squad. 
Look for the Bobcats to improve again this 
season as they become deeper and contend 
in a tight section. 

Mount Pleasant IceCats
The boys from Westlake, Pleasantville 

and Briarcliff are coming off a stellar 12-6-
2 season and a second-round playoff exit 
at the hands of mighty Pelham. This time 
around, the IceCats are looking for a boost 
on the back end. 

“We did a pretty good job goal scoring 
last year,” said head coach Josh Isenberg. 
“Defensively, we’re really looking to improve 
a little bit. We weren’t bad last year, but I 
think there is room for improvement.”

A big challenge this season will be to 
replace All-State nominee defenseman 
Michael Greenberg on the blue line after 
his move to a prep school. Overall, the 
team doesn’t look so different. The IceCats 
are returning 13 skaters to this year’s team. 
There are a few key veterans that Isenberg is 
looking to for point production. 

“We are looking for big things from 
senior Oscar Marchi,” he said. “He’s got great 
hands and great vision on the ice.” Another 
key name is senior Ryan Smedley, one of 
the fastest players in the league, according 
to Isenberg. 

One youngster that the IceCats are 
looking for big things from is sophomore 
defenseman Giancarlo Romano. Isenberg 
compared Romano to Greenberg in the way 
he can set the tempo in any game he plays.  
Unfortunately for them, the IceCats believe 
Romano may be headed to prep school next 
year as well. 

Like other squads in the area, the IceCats 
are a young team this year, but Isenberg 
likes what he sees in practice so far. 

“We’ve been moving the puck really well,” 
he said. “There are a couple of younger kids 
that are further along in their development 
than I thought they would be. We also have 
a line still together from last year, which is 
a big help.”

 The IceCats have big expectations 
for themselves this season, and Isenberg 
thinks they can play a strong game, any 
given night. 

 “I think we’re going to be pretty 
strong,” he said. “I have two solid lines, and I 
think they can rival most of the other teams. 
Hopefully, with some more experience 
under our belt, we’ll be able to finish and 
win some more games this year.”

Fox Lane Foxes
After a dismal two-win 2013-14 season, 

the Foxes are looking to move on and boost 
their offensive potential. 

“We need more shots on net,” said head 
coach Scott Miele. “We need to be able to 
get the puck to their net, and generate more 
offensive power.”

However, that won’t be an easy task. Fox 
Lane lost its former leading goal scorer 
and captain Matthew Stewart, part of a 
core group of seniors that “kept the team 
together,” according to Miele.  In their 
absence, the Foxes will turn to a new crop of 
young talent to lead the way. 

The Foxes are expecting some big things 
from new junior Thomas Tenney, who 
came over from a different school this year. 
They also have high expectations for players 
like A.J Crawford on the blue line. 

Despite a tough road ahead, Miele says he 
likes what he sees from his squad so far in 
practice.

“I like the hustle and determination to 
be better than last year,” he said. “I’m very 
happy with our depth. I feel comfortable 
rolling three lines.” 

Miele also says the Foxes need to improve 
their special teams. They have been working 
tirelessly on their power play in practice. 
They are also looking to improve on their 
defensive zone coverage after spending a lot 
of time in that end of the ice last year. 

The conference is wide open this year, 
and the Foxes hope to take advantage of 
the uncertainty on many other rosters this 
season. 

“The other teams are pretty good, too,” 
Miele said. “Many of them lost key guys, 
but we did too. We won’t really know how 
good they are until we face them for the first 
time.”

The Foxes are looking forward to their 
annual bout with rival Byram Hills for the 
“Pink the Rink “game. They are also looking 
forward to a relatively new tradition, the 
John McLaughlin game, the annual event to 
honor the late former Fox Lane coach. The 
opponent for this year’s edition is yet to be 
determined. 

This is a fresh start for Fox Lane, which 
appears to be much better than it was  last 
year. The Foxes are hungry, and will look to 
surprise many opponents this season. 

2014-15 Ice Hockey Preview

Greeley's Scott Jakubowicz

Greeley's Sam Mishkind
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By Andy Jacobs
Just like the campus on which it plays, 

the Pace University men’s basketball 
team is currently in the midst of a major 
renovation project that will someday soon 
transform its future. But progress for the 
Setters, as with the improved new look for 
the college, won’t happen overnight. 

That was apparent last Wednesday 
evening when the Setters, with 11 players 
who weren’t even on the roster a year ago, 
opened up their 2014-15 home season in 
front of a large and enthusiastic crowd 
at the Goldstein Fitness Center. A first-
half scoring drought that lasted over 
nine minutes and enabled the Saint Rose 
Golden Knights to run off 21 points in 
succession doomed Pace to a 61-43 loss in 
the first Northeast-10 Conference game 
for both teams. 

“That just killed us,” said Setters coach 
Pat Kennedy afterwards about his team’s 
shooting woes during the huge spurt by 
Saint Rose. “The first half killed us. The 
whole team was cold as ice. Everything 
was bad in the first half.”

The Setters wound up making just 
five of their 30 shots in the opening 
half, misfiring on all but two of their 
17 attempts from 3-point range. By 
intermission, they had only put 12 
points on the scoreboard and the Golden 
Knights, who never trailed all evening, 
had opened up a 20-point advantage. 

“Their game plan worked perfectly,” 
said Kennedy of the tactics used by the 
Golden Knights. “Play the zone, don’t 
give us any second shots, make us have to 
make shots. And we missed all our shots.”

Pace, which had begun the season on 
the road with a 1-2 record, found itself 
behind 6-0 less than two minutes into the 
game. The Setters missed their first seven 
shots from the field and went scoreless 
until Shelton Mickell floated through the 
lane for a basket more than five minutes 
after the opening tip. Just 30 seconds later, 
highly touted newcomers Mike Demello 
and Kyle Pearson combined on a play 
Setter fans hope to see often over the next 
couple of years – a perfect alley-oop pass 
that Pearson grabbed above the rim and 
slammed home. 

When Evan Gordinier connected on a 
3-pointer out of the right corner with just 
over nine minutes left in the half, Pace 
moved to within 11-9. Unfortunately for 
the Setters, they then proceeded to miss 
their next 11 shots from the field, five 
of them from beyond the arc, and were 
outscored 21-0 in a forgettable nine-
minute stretch that sealed their fate. 

“We were afraid they might come out 
in a 2-3, which they did,” said Kennedy. 
“We played against all man-to-man our 
first three games and we played really 
well in the tournament over at St. Thomas 
Aquinas against the man-to-man. So 
very smart move for them. They know 
we’re very young, have a lot of freshmen 
out there and nine new guys. So the zone 

really got us standing and then, no matter 
what you do against the zone, if you don’t 
make shots you’re not gonna beat it.” 

Gordinier, a 6-5 swingman and one 
of six freshmen vying for playing time, 
ended the Setters’ long scoring drought 
with the second of his five 3-pointers 35 
seconds before halftime. He made his first 
two 3-point tries early in the second half 
and then teammate Jaylen Mann, the only 
returnee who got playing time last season, 
helped spark a brief Pace comeback bid. 

After sitting on the bench the entire first 
half, Mann was inserted into the lineup 
and responded with 11 points and five 
rebounds in 15 minutes. The Saint Rose 
lead had ballooned to 45-20 just over five 
minutes into the second half when Mann 
delivered a 3-pointer from the left corner 
that ignited a 10-0 Setter run. 

A pair of buckets by Mann and then a 
free throw from the 6-4 junior forward 

with 8:23 left narrowed the Pace deficit 
to 49-35. Mickell’s basket just over three 
minutes later moved the Setters within 
13 points. But that was as close as they 
would get as they spent the next several 
minutes missing all four shots they took 
and turning the ball over three times. 

The freshmen backcourt of Demello 
and Bryan Rivers wound up the evening 
a combined 0-for-13 from the floor. 
Pearson, the junior transfer from FDU 
who had scored 25 points in the Setters’ 
only win, finished with two points in 21 
minutes and spent a lot of time stuck on 
the bench after twisting his ankle late in 
the opening half. 

“Just an ankle sprain and we’ll see how 
he is tomorrow,” said Kennedy. “We’re 
gonna need Kyle if we’re gonna win 
games.”

The Setters are also going to have to 
mesh in a hurry if they have any chance 
of qualifying for the NE-10 playoffs this 
season. Kennedy, in his second season 
at the helm, knows there’s a lot of work 

to do before his young, inexperienced 
team starts to play the way he envisions it 
someday will. 

“We almost need two more weeks of 
practice with nine new guys,” he said. 
“But these guys are gonna be fine. They’ll 
come back tomorrow and get ready to go 
to work. It’s gonna take these guys a while 
to get a feel for each other.”

The Setters, who closed their week 
with a 74-56 home loss on Saturday to 
New Haven despite 18 points by Mickell 
and 16 from a quick-healing Pearson, 
face Southern Connecticut State tonight 
(Tuesday) and host Georgian Court on 
Saturday at 3:30.

“I think we’ve got to show our speed 
and quickness a lot better,” said Kennedy. 
“And we’ve got to be better shot makers, 
that’s for sure.”

Shooting Woes Doom Pace Basketball Team in Home Opener 

AN
DY

 JA
CO

BS
 P

HO
TO

S

Pace University’s Kyle Pearson gets inside for a 
layup in last Wednesday’s home opener against 
Saint Rose. 

Pace freshman Evan Gordinier tries to corral a 
rebound while getting fouled by Saint Rose center 
Sam Eckstrom. 

The Setters’ Jaylen Mann drives past Maksis 
Uskans of  Saint Rose in the second half  of  last 
week’s game.

Pace’s Shelton Mickell dribbles the ball during last 
week’s home opener.

Jared Pearson of  Pace applies defensive pressure 
to Chris Dorgler of  Saint Rose in the second half  
of  last Wednesday’s game at the Goldstein Fitness 
Center.

Pace freshman guard Mike Demello passes the 
ball vs. visiting Saint Rose last Wednesday night.



November 25 - December 1, 2014 The Examiner32

AN
DY

 JA
CO

BS
 P

HO
TO

S

Sarah Bianco searches for an open teammate as 
she controls the ball.

Lauren Haukova smacks a forehand during one of  
her matches at first singles.

Lexi Grasso gets set to send a shot on goal late 
in the season vs. visiting Croton. 

Elizabeth Kreppel takes the ball past midfield 
during a Bears’ home win.

The Bears’ Jenna Heitzler controls the ball during 
the sectional playoffs. 

Simone Konrad (left) and Rachel Julie rise for a 
block attempt in the Bears’ match at Pleasantville.

Above: John Plimpton tries to run to the outside in 
the Bears’ night game at Westlake.

Above left: Quarterback Matt Heyda runs with the 
football early in the season.

Left: Caleb Asamoah chases the ball in a road 
game vs. rival Pleasantville.

Right: Caroline Pennacchio runs at the Section 1 
cross country championships.

Rob Contento picks up some yardage in the 
Bears’ win over Croton.

The Bears’ Rob Misuraca sets his sights on the 
ball before moving it up the field.

Melanie Prinz (center) gets congratulated by her 
teammates after scoring a goal.

Cole DiNome (left) and Ian Wax run almost side by 
side at the sectional championships last month.

BRIARCLIFF
Fall 2014
A Look Back
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Bo Phillips tries to elude a tackle in the playoff  
game at John Jay in East Fishkill.

Quarterback Cameron Ciero runs with the football 
in the Quakers’ home game vs. Yorktown.

The Quakers’ Justin Schachter carries the ball 
during a home game early in the season.

Michael Hiebert competes at the Section 1 cross 
country championships at Bowdoin Park.

Above: Eddie Chaves gets a step on his defender 
in a game vs. the John Jay Indians.

Below: Emily Mason tries to keep the ball from 
coming over the net vs. host Somers.

Zoe Arditi concentrates on a backhand return 
during a home singles match.

Claire Hotchkin runs at the sectional cross country 
championships last month.

Above: Bella Ardizzone moves up the field with the 
ball in a home victory vs. Fox Lane.

Below: Michael Adler controls the ball in a Quaker 
home game.

Olivia Green controls the ball in the Quakers’ 
playoff  win vs. visiting Scarsdale.

Above: The Quakers’ 
Julia Forster bumps 
the ball during a 
home match vs. Fox 
Lane.

Below: Members of  
the Quakers’ Section 
1 champion swim 
team celebrate after 
winning the title for 
the third straight 
year.

HORACE 
GREELEY
Fall 2014
A Look Back

The Quakers’ Gwen Rauch moves forward to hit a 
backhand in a singles match vs. John Jay.
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Pace Women’s Team Struggles in Home Opener
By Monica D’Ippolito

It took the Pace University women’s 
basketball team nearly eight minutes to 
score its first basket, a layup by Rachel 
Dortch, against Northeast-10 opponent 
Saint Rose last Wednesday night. By then, 
though, the Golden Knights had already 
put 12 points on the board and were well 
on their way to a 54-26 rout that spoiled 
the home opener for the Setters at the 
Goldstein Fitness Center.

During the early 12-0 run, Pace 
committed six turnovers and went 0-for-
6 from the field until the Dortch bucket. 
The Setters faced a 32-14 deficit at 
halftime, and any chance for a comeback 
disappeared with a 10-0 Saint Rose run 
midway through the second half that 
ballooned the Golden Knights’ lead to 49-
19 with 8:24 left.

The Setters finished the contest 
shooting just 21 percent from the field 
and made only two of their 16 second-half 
shots. After watching her team commit 
21 turnovers, more than twice as many 
as Saint Rose, coach Carrie Seymour kept 
her players in the locker room for well 
over an hour following the final buzzer 
and was not available to talk about her 
team’s third loss in a row to start the 
season.

Gabriella Rubin led Pace with 10 points, 
while senior Margo Hackett added seven 
points and five rebounds. Saint Rose 
only allowed four points in the paint, 
while forcing the Setters to launch long 
jumpers, which prevented them from 
getting to the free throw line. Pace’s first 
trip to the line wasn’t until the 15:49 mark 
of the second half. 

The Setters had been much more 
competitive when they began their season 
on the road earlier in the week with close 
losses back-to-back days against New 
York Institute of Technology and LIU 
Post in Garden City. Against the Bears 
in the first game, the Settlers fell behind 
35-22 at the half, shooting just 23 percent 
from the floor.

But Rubin, a freshman guard from 
Staten Island, caught fire in the second 
half, scoring 18 of her 20 points in the 

final 20 minutes. She helped Pace cut into 
the NYIT lead, but it wouldn’t be quite 
enough as the Setters fell 70-65.

The following afternoon, the Pioneers 
opened up with an 11-2 run, but Pace 
soon found its shooting touch and 
jumped ahead 32-25 at halftime. LIU Post 
would come back in the second half and 
take the lead. Despite shooting just 29 
percent in the second half, the Setters still 
had an open look in the final seconds for 
the win before dropping a 58-56 decision.

Hackett led the way with 18 points for 
the Setters, who did manage to go 21-
for-28 from the foul line. Hackett also 
sank four 3-pointers, which tied her with 
Lisa Welsome for fifth place in program 
history with 121 made baskets from 
behind the arc.

Whatever it was Seymour said to her 
team following the home opener must 
have made an impression because the 
Setters bounced back three days later with 
their first victory of the season, defeating 
NE-10 opponent New Haven 63-59 at 
home. Hackett’s double-double of 13 
points and a career-high 11 rebounds, 
along with six assists, helped Pace to the 
hard-fought win.

Pace shot the ball significantly better in 
its second outing at the Goldstein Fitness 
Center. The Setters sank 22 of 51 shots (43 
percent) from the floor and went 8-for-18 
from behind the arc. Sophomore guard 
Alexa Dietrich finished with 12 points 
and three rebounds, while Jaclyn Oskam, 
a senior transfer from Quinnipiac, 
recorded nine points and five rebounds.

A 15-2 Pace run midway through the 
second half, highlighted by three baskets 
from center Kirsten Dodge, turned a 
six-point deficit into a seven-point lead. 
The Chargers climbed within two points 

four different times, but a jump shot by 
freshman guard Jordan Cunningham 
with 1:18 to go and a free throw by 
Oskam with six seconds left iced the game 
for Pace, which hosts Queens this Sunday 
afternoon, starting at 1:30. 
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Now Extended Hours 

Each week, you can see in-depth interviews with leaders who make a 

difference. Tune into Examiner News Talk, produced by the editors of The 

Examiner at our PCTV studio in Pleasantville and appearing on Cablevision 76, 

Verizon 36, and on pctv76.org. It’s one way we give the public access to the 

whole story. And time to digest it all.

It’s all about you.

IN A WORLD OF SOUND BITES
YOU COULD USE MORE TO CHEW ON.
PCTV helps keep Pleasantville STRONG 
(Safe Teens, Real Opportunities, New Goals). 
Tune in to pctv76.org to watch the first interview on 
Pleasantville’s coalition to help prevent drug and alcohol abuse.  
To learn more visit  www.Facebook.com/PleasantvilleSTRONG.
Watch any day on PCTV 10:30 am, 4:30pm, or 10:30pm.
Cablevision Channel 76 * Verizon Channel 36 

Jaclyn Oskam of  Pace searches for a teammate 
as she’s pressured by Keyontae Williams of  Saint 
Rose.

The Setters’ Rachel Dortch (left) and Kirsten 
Dodge try to keep Staci Barrett of  Saint Rose 
from the basket in last Wednesday’s home opener, 
won by the Golden Knights.

Pace freshman guard Gabriella Rubin dribbles 
through the lane in last week’s NE-10 season 
opener vs. Saint Rose.

Pace guard Alexa Dietrich passes the ball in the 
home-opening loss to Saint Rose.

The Setters’ Margo Hackett tries to get to the 
basket in last Wednesday’s home opener.
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By Albert Coqueran 
On March 10, it was announced that 

the NBA Developmental League and 
the Madison Square Garden Company 
acquired the right to own and operate 
an NBA D-League Team, which would 
be the exclusive affiliate of the New York 
Knicks and play their home games at the 
Westchester County Center in White Plains.

The Madison Square Garden Company 
and the NY Knicks announced the name of 
the new D-League team as the Westchester 
Knicks and displayed their new logo on 
May 14. On October 8, they hired Kevin 
Whitted as their inaugural Head Coach. 

Presently, the Westchester Knicks 
are off and running and exciting fans 
at the Westchester County Center. The 
Westchester Knicks had a festive event 
for their inaugural Home Opener at the 
Westchester County Center on Wednesday, 
Nov. 19.

Westchester County Executive Robert 
Astorino made his way into the arena, as did 
Deputy County Executive Kevin Plunkett. 
“I am excited. We negotiated for about six 
months on a contract that was favorable 
to both sides; we wanted to do it and the 
Knicks wanted to do it and we just said 
let’s get it done and we did,” said Astorino, 
who spearheaded the process to bring the 
Westchester Knicks to the County Center. 

 “This is the accumulation of a lot of 
hard work by a lot of good people. This is 

the start of something hopefully really great 
for a really longtime,” Astorino continued 
as he greeted fans walking into the County 
Center. “People are going to see really great 
basketball here tonight. This is high quality 
basketball at a very affordable price.” 

The Westchester Knicks Home Opener 
was a showcase event with the Westchester 
Knicks City Dancers exciting the crowd. 
MSG Company Executive Chairman James 
L. Dolan sat courtside with Tad Smith, the 
President and CEO of the MSG Company 
and NBA Commissioner Adam Silver, who 
were accompanied by Steve Mills, the GM 
of the NY Knicks and Knicks legend Larry 
Johnson.

Kathleen O’Connor, the Commissioner of 
Westchester County Parks and Recreation 
announced before the game: “We are just 
thrilled. I was just told by the Ticketmaster 
Box Office that we are sold out for tonight.” 
The County Center is presently set up to 
accommodate 2100 people for Westchester 
Knicks games. 

Also sitting courtside to watch the 
game was NY Liberty legend Teresa 
Weatherspoon with her godson Devin Van, 
who plays football in the White Plains Youth 
League. “Spoon” as she is affectionately 
known, presently resides in White Plains. 
“This is such a great thing for the city, it is 
a great environment, great basketball and 
it is just good for the City of White Plains, 
which is such a wonderful place to live,” said 

Weatherspoon.
“Spoon” was joined at courtside by St. 

John’s University legend Felipe Lopez, who 
presently works for the NY Knicks. Lopez 
attended the game to support the Knicks 
organization and to encourage his fellow 
Red Storm alumnus Orlando Sanchez, 
who made the opening night roster of the 
Westchester Knicks. 

The Knicks had a gala event for their 
inaugural Home Opener at the Westchester 
County Center. The only thing they could 
not produce was an Opening Night victory. 
The young Knicks were defeated by the 
Canton Charge by one point, 86-85. “It 
is tough, but it is a learning experience,” 

commented the Westchester Knicks 
inaugural Head Coach Whitted. “We 
started off playing very well and then as the 
game progressed we got a little stagnant and 
got a little lost out there as far as executing.” 

The Westchester Knicks started their 
inaugural season, 0-2, while also losing 
their season opener to the Oklahoma City 
Blue, 91-84, in Oklahoma City, on Nov. 16.

However, after their Home Opener loss, 
the young Knicks came back to excite 
fans at the Westchester County Center, 
by attaining the first victory in franchise 
history, by beating the Grand Rapids Drive, 
97-83, on Friday, Nov. 21.

Westchester Knicks forward Thanasis 
Antetokounmpo had 11 points, six 
rebounds and six block shots in their first 
franchise win. Guard Andre Barrett had 13 
points and forward Ben Strong added 12 
points. Todd Mayo led the way on offense 
with 20 points, while shooting 6-for-6 from 
the free throw line. “It was a pretty good 
game. It feels good to get the win tonight 
but I wish we could have got it on Opening 
Night,” said Mayo. 

Antetokounmpo was selected as Player 
of the Game for the Westchester Knicks 
initial franchise win. “It is not just about 
me, it is about the team. We got the first 
win in franchise history and we had great 
teamwork tonight and that is what defines 
us,” said Antetokounmpo.  

Westchester Knicks Opener a Gala Event at County Center

ALBERT COQUERAN PHOTO
NBA Commissioner Adam Silver is applauded by 
Westchester County Executive Robert Astorino 
and Westchester Knicks General Manager Allan 
Houston as he greets fans at the Westchester 
County Center during pregame festivities at the 
Home Opener of  the Westchester Knicks, on 
November 19. 
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Freshman Lauren Haukova
Crushes a Backhand Return
En Route to Going Unbeaten
at First Singles This Season 

BRIARCLIFF
Fall  Rewind

Dream Kitchens & Baths

• CRAFT-MAID
• BIRCHCRAFT
• HOLIDAY
• CABICO 
• STONE
• QUARTZ
• CORIAN
• DECORATIVE     HARDWARE

164 Harris Road 
Bedford Hills
914.241.3046 
www.euphoriakitchens.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1965

HOURS: 
Tuesday - Friday 10:30am-5pm 
Saturday 11am-4pm 

GC Lic.#WC-16224-HO5

Complete Design and Installation Services

Dream Kitchens & Baths

See page 32


