
By Martin Wilbur
The race for the North Castle Town 

Board seat between Democratic 
incumbent José Berra and Republican 
challenger Guy Mezzancello won’t be 
decided for at least another week.

Vote totals updated last Thursday 
by the Westchester County Board of 
Elections gave Mezzancello a 17-vote 
lead (1,758-1,741), reversing Berra’s 
16-vote advantage that he held late last 
Tuesday night.

Mezzancello said it was his 
understanding that there had been 
glitches with the scanning machine 
used in the town’s Election District 6, 
which resulted in the delay in reporting 
all of the votes from that district.

Despite the lead change in the vote 
count, the election is far from being 

decided. There were conflicting reports 
about how many absentee ballots must 
be counted, but it appeared that there 
were about 130 absentee ballots on 
Election Day, according to the Board of 
Elections. However, a few more ballots 
could have still trickled in as long as 
they were postmarked no later than 
Nov. 4.

On Monday, neither Mezzancello 
nor town Democratic Committee Co-
chairman Barry Malvin were aware 
of when the absentee ballots will be 
counted.

It is also expected that next Monday, 
Nov. 17 will be the date when machines 
will be re-canvassed, the same day 
it will be done for the state Supreme 
Court election results in the 9th Judicial 

By Neal Rentz
Mount Pleasant School District 

residents are scheduled to go to the polls 
this Saturday, Nov. 15, to decide whether 
to approve a $55,855,000 capital projects 
bond for major renovations at the district’s 
middle and high schools.

School district officials last week 
discussed the proposed bond, which 
would be paid off over a 30-year 
period. Superintendent of Schools Dr. 
Susan Guiney said there was extensive 
consideration given by the administration 
and board of education before the decision 
was made to present this proposition.

“This was something that we discussed 
early on in my tenure as superintendent 
when we put together our strategic plan,” 
she said. “One of our goals was about 
addressing the facilities.”

The district completed a state-
mandated buildings conditions survey. 
KG&D, the district’s architectural firm, 
created a list “of everything that needed to 
be addressed,” Guiney said. “Most of the 
systems in our schools were beyond their 
useful lives.”

In October 2013, the district conducted 
a facilities forum to obtain residents’ 
opinions regarding what capital projects 
they wanted for the Westlake Middle 
School/High School campus, Guiney said. 
At a school board meeting last June, the 
Facilities Steering Committee delivered 
a presentation on a potential bond after 
spending months crafting a report.

Guiney said no major work has been 
done at the 44-year-old middle school 
or at the 52-year-old high school since 

By Neal Rentz
For the first time in more than 

two years, Mount Kisco will have a 
permanent police chief.

During an early Monday morning 
meeting, the village board voted 
unanimously to appoint Sgt. Joe Spinelli 
to lead the department.

Spinelli was scheduled to begin 
heading the nearly 30-member police 
force effective today (Tuesday). His 
prorated salary for 2014 will now be 
$112,000 and he will serve a one-year 
probationary period.

Mayor Michael Cindrich said Patrick 
O’Reilly, the department’s Officer in 
Charge who has led the department 
for the past two years, did not seek the 
permanent position. O’Reilly will stay 
with the department as a lieutenant.

Four candidates, all from within the 

village’s department, were interviewed 
by the board of trustees for the post, 
Cindrich said.  

Spinelli is president of the Mount 
Kisco Police Benevolent Association 
but because he was appointed chief he 
will likely resign that post, Cindrich 
said. 

The mayor praised Spinelli for his 
professionalism and mentioned how he 
has the support of the rank and file.

“He has, obviously, the support and 
the respect of the men. And it wasn’t 
my decision alone. It was based on the 
numerous interactions with the village 
board,” Cindrich said.

He stressed that Spinelli’s appointment 
does not alter the village’s desire to 
consolidate its police services with the 
Westchester County Department of 
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District.
The winner of the North Castle Town 

Board seat will serve the remaining year 
of Michael Schiliro term. Schiliro was 
elected supervisor last year.

Berra, who finished third in a four-
candidate race for town board in 
November 2013, was appointed in 

January by the current board to fill that 
vacancy. He once again received the 
Democrats’ endorsement.

Mezzancello, a three-year member of 
the North Castle Planning Board, was 
formerly a Democrat and was endorsed 
by the town Republican Committee for 
last week’s election.

Mount Kisco Village Appoints 
New Police Chief
Public Safety, a process that has been 
ongoing for about three years. 

“We’re still going to continue 
to advance the idea of requesting 
supplementary police services from the 
county police,” he said.

Spinelli will become the town’s  first 
permanent chief since the unexpected 
retirement of Steven Anderson in 2012. 
Cindrich said the village went more 
than two  years without a  fulltime 
chief “because the Westchester County 
Department of Public Safety requested 
that we not create a hierarchy within the 
police department because they would 
not be able to absorb those people if we 
did consolidate services.” 

However, they were then told by 
a different county official  that the 
department  couldn’t continue to 
operate without a permanent chief in 
place.

“It was a demand that the position be 
filled by (the county) commissioner of 
human resources,” the mayor explained.  

When the process of potential police 
consolidation began in 2011, Cindrich 
thought the move would take place by 
the middle of the following year. 

“Why it didn’t take place is not 
because of any neglect on the village’s 
part,” he said. “It’s being held up by 
the internal operations of Westchester 
County.” 

“We have all of our papers submitted 
to the Westchester County police,” 
Cindrich added. “We’re waiting for their 
reaction to what we submitted.” 

Though Spinelli has publicly 
supported consolidation that did not 
factor into the decision to promote him, 
Cindrich said. 

Spinelli could not be reached for 
comment on Monday. 
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By Martin Wilbur 
Westchester County Executive Rob 

Astorino was defeated in his long shot 
bid for governor last week falling short 
to incumbent Democratic Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo.

Unable to overcome the lack of 
statewide name recognition and a lopsided 
campaign war chest in Cuomo’s favor, the 
Mount Pleasant native lost to the governor 
by about 14 points, according to unofficial 
tallies. 

Astorino appeared on the podium at 
about 10:30 p.m. at the Crowne Plaza in 
White Plains to deliver his concession 
speech shortly after Cuomo declared 
victory at his headquarters in midtown 
Manhattan.

Astorino called on the governor to make 
badly needed reforms to help New York 
move forward and to restore public trust in 
state government.

“I hope that Gov. Cuomo has heard 
some of the cries of New Yorkers this 
campaign season. I know I have in all 62 
counties across the state,” said Astorino, 
accompanied by his wife, Sheila, their three 
children and running mate Chris Moss.

“This is a great state, a state filled with 
winners. There is no excuse for us losing 
to the other states in this nation. We were 
once number 1 in everything; now we’re 
number 50 in everything.”

Astorino was able to collect nearly 40 

percent of the vote 
despite being little-
known outside 
of Westchester at 
the outset of the 
campaign, and 
being faced with 
the daunting task of 
running against an 
incumbent whose 
last name has been 
part of New York 
politics for decades. 
Cuomo also enjoyed 
having as much as a 
10-to-1 advantage in 
campaign funds to 
spend, according to 
published reports.

William O’Reilly, 
an Astorino spokesman, said the wide 
disparity in money was “overwhelming,” 
which allowed the Cuomo campaign to 
dictate how the Republican candidate was 
portrayed to the public.

“When somebody can paint the picture 
for you, before you can do it for yourself, 
it’s really tough to get around,” O’Reilly 
said.

Compounding Astorino’s problems 
was his inability to break through in 
Westchester and Nassau County, which 
should have been receptive to his calls for  
easing property taxes. He lost Westchester 

by 13 points and Nassau by 8 points.
On the bright side, Astorino was able 

to win 46 of the 57 counties outside New 
York City. The showing should establish 
the county executive as a leader in the 
state’s Republican Party, O’Reilly said.

After congratulating Cuomo on his 
re-election victory, Astorino urged the 
governor to repeal the controversial 
Common Core and replace it with higher 
education standards developed at the 
local level and to move forward with 
badly-needed reforms to address the 
culture of corruption in the state capital.

“The corruption in Albany needs 

to stop,” Astorino said. “New York 
government ranks as the most corrupt in 
America. New Yorkers no longer believe 
in their government. They’re badly 
disillusioned, as evidenced by today’s 
weak voter turnout. That’s why I called 
for state term limits in my campaign, and 
I hope that Gov. Cuomo will keep his 
pledge and sincerely look into that idea.

“We’re too good a state, New Yorkers 
are too hard-working to be embarrassed 
by this government year after year.”

When he thanked his supporters and 
talked of “future battles,” speculation 
immediately arose that he would consider 
another gubernatorial run in four years. 
O’Reilly said Astorino enjoys being county 
executive but will continue to present his 
alternative vision of government.

“I certainly don’t know what he’ll do 
at this point, but it’s out there and he’ll 
continue to speak out on issues statewide,” 
he said.

Following Astorino’s concession speech, 
George Oros, the county executive’s chief 
of staff, said he believed the result was a 
missed opportunity.

“I think tonight was a loss for New 
York State,” Oros said. “I’ve known Rob 
Astorino for the last 20 years; I’ve worked 
closely with him the last five. There’d be 
no better guy to run the state of New York 
than him.”
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Election night was a downer for Westchester County Executive Rob Astorino, 
who lost to Gov. Andrew Cuomo, but supporters were encouraged by his 
respectable showing. 

Astorino Falls Short in Gubernatorial Bid as Cuomo Wins Re-election
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the structures were built. About 10 years 
ago the district did major renovations at 
Columbus and Hawthorne elementary 
schools and some minor work at the 
secondary schools, she said. District 
officials had determined that work at the 
elementary schools was more pressing 
because they were older, Board of 
Education President James Grieco said. 

“There’s been a very low amount of 
money in the regular budget” for facilities 
work, district Director of Facilities Ed 
Kear said. “It’s basically created a Band-
Aid situation.” 

Nearly 70 percent of the cost of the 
bond is devoted to infrastructure and 
renovations, including work to replace 
and repair ceilings, classroom floors, 
lighting and heating and ventilation 
systems at the two schools, Guiney said. 
Infrastructure and internal systems are 
nearly “95 percent beyond their useful 
lives,” she said. 

The Facilities Steering Committee 
recommended addressing the capital 
projects as a package. 

“We’d be able to take advantage of 
economies of scale,” Guiney said. “The 
interest rates are low. The construction 
costs are low. So it’s really in the best 
interest of the district (that) if we’re going 
to do work, let’s do it now.”

Aside from infrastructure work, there 

would be funding for renovations to the 
high school auditorium, the district’s 
only auditorium, which would include a 
new sound system and lighting, as well 
as expanded seating capacity. Another 
project would be new artificial turf and 
lighting at the high school athletic field, 
Grieco said. 

“One of the most important elements 
would have to be our (proposed) science 
wing because that is directly connected to 
our academic program,” Guiney said. 

The bond would fund a second access 
road and additional parking at the 
campus. In addition, the high school’s 
two cafeterias would be combined into 
one to accommodate all students and 
allow for one lunch period, Guiney said. 
She added that a learning commons area 
would be created near the new cafeteria. 
There would be cafeteria renovations for 
the middle school.

At the elementary schools the bond 
would fund the creation of additional 

parking spaces and an expansion of the 
drop-off areas for students at Columbus 
Elementary School, Guiney said. Money 
would be set aside for projects that would 
make the district more energy efficient, 
thereby reducing costs, Grieco said. 

The district has been conducting tours 
of the campus and has heard comments 
from residents about the bond. A 
final tour is scheduled for tomorrow 
(Wednesday) night at 8 p.m. starting in 
the high school lobby following the board 
of education work session.

For the owner of the averaged assessed 
home in the district, which is about 
$8,300, officials said it would cost about 
$1.50 a day. The bond would begin to 
be paid back starting in 2016, costing 
an additional $226 for the year for the 
average homeowner, and an additional 
$313 for the following year. After that, the 
$539 annual cost would remain in effect 
for the life of the bond. 

If the bond is approved, it would take 
about a year for the district to get the 
final designs completed and receive 
state education department approval, 
Guiney said. Construction would begin 
in summer 2016 with completion of all 
projects by September 2018, she said. 

The vote is scheduled to be held from 
7 a.m. to 9 p.m. at the Westlake High 
School gym. 

$55M Mount Pleasant Schools Bond Goes to Voters Saturday
continued from page 1

As part of  the proposed $55,855,000 capital projects bond before Mount Pleasant School District 
voters on Saturday, the Westlake Middle School cafeterias would be expanded. Inset: the current 
boilers at the school would also be replaced.
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By Martin Wilbur
By the second week in November, 

the campaign mailers and signs usually 
disappear from view and the e-mails cease 
until the next election season.

That’s not the case this year in North 
Castle.

Thursday’s scheduled vote on a pair of 
propositions asking town voters whether 
they want to establish a ward system and to 
increase the size of the town board by two 
council members has rekindled some of the 
worst of the town’s recent divisions.

Residents have been bombarded with 
an avalanche of e-mails containing charges 
of whether outside groups are funneling 
money to pay for the pro-ward system 
campaign. Last weekend there were also 
accusations of sign stealing throughout the 
town.

North White Plains resident Anthony 
Futia, who spearheaded the drive to get 
the issue to a vote, said the town board’s 
attempts to strike a more congenial tone this 
year may have worked temporarily, but the 
town’s political parties have turned up the 
heat in the run-up to this week’s vote.

“I think what this (vote) is going to show 
is how divided this town really is,” Futia said.

Last week, Futia was rankled by e-mails 
questioning how literature supporting the 
ward system was paid for, comparing it to last 
year’s nearly $80,000 campaign contribution 
from a political action committee with ties 

to the Brynwood Partners. 
In an e-mail with the subject line “who’$ 

Behind the Ward System?” opponents have 
also wondered why no one else in support 
of the propositions has spoken or stood 
publicly alongside Futia.

“Tony Futia has a right to lobby for his 
vision,” the joint Nov. 8 e-mail from the town 
Democratic and Republican committees 
and the Conservative Party stated. “We, 
in turn, have a legal right to know who is 
behind his efforts and to know the sources 
of the money funding it. Please don’t allow 
a clandestine group, funded by unknown 
sources, to change the way we are governed, 
to limit our right to choose the leaders of 
our town, and how we live our lives in our 
town!”

Futia said he thought it was inappropriate 
for the town’s political parties to be waging a 
unified campaign against the propositions. 

“Anyone who would come forward would 
be criticized,” he said. “No one wants that.”

Any costs, which Futia only described 
as “not that expensive,” were paid for out-
of-pocket by himself and other supporters. 
He refused to divulge how much money 
has been spent, countering that the political 
parties haven’t revealed that information.

The national grassroots organization 
Futia belongs to, We The People, does not 
focus or contribute to local elections and 
referendums, only on constitutional issues, 
he said.

Democratic Co-chairman Barry Malvin 
said it is any citizen’s right to question 
funding sources and motivation when it 
comes to an issue that could change the way 
the town is governed.

“Someone’s paying that bill and people 
feel that the persons behind this ward system 
are spending money but aren’t revealing 
themselves,” said Malvin, who estimated the 
No Wards signs cost about $700.

“We have the right to express an 
opinion on this matter, which is of utmost 
importance to our community,” added 
co-chairman John Diaconis. “It’s our 
responsibility to speak out.”

There were also charges of sign stealing. 
Futia said on Monday that 33 out of 100 
roadside signs that he had prepared are 
missing.

Last Saturday, he filed a complaint 
with the North Castle Police Department 

accusing resident Ed 
Woodyard of removing one 
of his signs from private 
property at 403 Bedford Rd. 
near Nick’s Corner Deli in 
Armonk. Futia also filed a  
Nov. 5 complaint to report 
missing signs in North 
White Plains.

Town resident and ward 
supporter Mario Ruggiero 
said he was given verbal 
approval by one of the deli 
owner’s two sons to place a 

sign at that location. He said Woodyard was 
walking back to his car ready to leave the 
property with one of their signs.

Woodyard denied Futia’s and Ruggiero’s 
allegations, saying he was moving the sign 
from private to public property.

“I went in and I spoke to the son of the 
owner, asking if he had given permission for 
that sign to be there,” Woodyard said. “He 
said to me no permission had been given.”

The Examiner contacted Nick’s Corner 
Deli, and someone identifying himself 
only as Dan, said he had never given the 
green light to post signs there. Dan said 
that ownership looks to remain neutral in 
political campaigns and issues.

No charges were leveled against 
Woodyard.
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North Castle Ward System Debate Opens Fresh Wounds
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Signs for and against the ward system added to heated controversy 
leading up to Thursday’s vote.
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By Martin Wilbur
New York State Crime Stoppers is 

offering a reward of up to $2,500 for 
information leading to an arrest and 
conviction of the person or persons 
responsible for the recent death of the 
Pleasantville woman.

The reward was announced to media 

outlets last Friday as police continue to 
investigate and look for clues to solve 
the mysterious death of 76-year-old 
Linda Falkoff. Falkoff was found dead in 
her home on Oct. 30 after a mail carrier 
became suspicious when seeing mail pile 
up outside 

Police checked on her at the home 
located at 79 Grandview Ave. and found 
her body inside the house. They said that 
she was stabbed to death but have not 
made any public statements regarding 
the progress of the investigation since 
Nov. 1.

Falkoff is believed to have died about 
five days before her body was discovered. 

Anyone with information about this 
crime is asked to call the New York State 
Crime Stoppers hot line at 1-866-313- 
TIPS (8477) 24 hours a day, seven days 
a week or download the Crime Stoppers 
Mobile App to an iPhone, Android 
phone or Blackberry and provide their 
information from their phone. The 
mobile app allows a person to call the 
hotline anonymously from their cell 
phone or send an e-mail tip or photo 
tip in an encrypted and untraceable 

environment. 
Any information, however 

insignificant it may seem, could lead to 
the solving of this crime. 

Anyone who can assist police in the 
investigation is asked to contact the 
Westchester County police by phone, 
text at 800-898-TIPS (8477) or e-mail 
TIPS@WCCOPS.COM. All information 
will be kept confidential.

More information about New York 
State Crime Stoppers, a nonprofit 
organization that was formed to assist 
law enforcement throughout the state, 
can be found at www.nyscrimestoppers.
org. Callers to the hotline or users of the 
mobile app may remain anonymous. 

Reward Offered to Help Solve Pleasantville Woman’s Murder
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Plumbing Repairs  
and Alterations

Boilers • Water Heaters
Kitchens and Baths

No job Too Small!

(914) 769-0780 
or (914) 494-5840

Myles Rich  
Plumbing 
& Heating

DRIVERS WANTEDH H H H 

 $3,000 SIGN-ON BONUS
For full CDL applicants hired  
by WE Transport/Towne Bus 

WE Transport/Towne Bus is hiring big bus drivers at $20.82 hr. 
and van drivers at $15.23 hr. for our yard in Bedford. Guarantee of 30 hours a 
week. Drivers must be at least 21 and have a vaild, clean license with 3 years 

driving experience. CDL  A,B or C with P and S endorsements, or a BPS 
permit required.  $500 sign-on bonus for trainees, plus FREE training. 

Complete an application at www.wetransport.com.
Candidates must pass a drug test and background check.  

WE Transport/Towne Bus is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

ELECTION NOTICE
VILLAGE OF PLEASANTVILLE

The next General Village Election will be held in the  
Village of Pleasantville, New York on 

Wednesday, March 18, 2015 for the purpose of electing a 
Mayor for a term of three (3) years; two (2) Trustees for a term of 
three (3) years and a Village Justice for a term of four (4) years. 

Said Election shall be held at  
Village Hall, 2nd Floor; 80 Wheeler Avenue, Pleasantville,  

New York from 7:00am to 9:00pm.
Judith Weintraub

Village Clerk

Linda Falkoff  was found murdered in her 
Pleasantville house on Oct. 30.

Falkoff Funeral 
Arrangements Made 

Dr. Linda D. Misek-Falkoff, Ph.D., 
J.D. of Pleasantville, died tragically on 
Oct. 30. 

She was a longtime Pleasantville 
resident and well-known around town. 
A graveside service will take place on 
Monday, Nov. 17 at 11 a.m. at Fair 
Ridge Cemetery in Chappaqua. A 
family rabbi will officiate the service 
as she will be buried with her husband, 
Adin, who passed away in August 2010. 

The Beecher Flooks Funeral Home 
of Pleasantville is handling all funeral 
arrangements.



November 11 - November 17, 2014 The Examiner8

By Pat Casey
It was a late night for some and a quick 

win for others on Election Night 2014 as 
candidates watched returns come in last 
Tuesday evening.

Lowey Re-elected to 14th Term
In the 17th Congressional District 

race, incumbent Democrat Nita Lowey 
held her seat collecting 93,967 votes (56 
percent) to defeat Republican challenger 
Christopher Day (72,743 votes/43 
percent). 

Lowey, a 26-year veteran in the House 
of Representatives, said she was humbled 

by the support she received during the 
campaign.

Day, a 29-year-old veteran of recent 
wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, did well 
in his initial run. In Rockland County, 
where Day’s father, Ed Day, is county 
executive, Lowey outlasted Day 52 to 48 
percent.

Abinanti Retains Assembly Seat
Assemblyman Thomas Abinanti had 

the longest night of all last week as a 
glitch in the unofficial tallies reported 
by the Board of Elections temporarily 
dropped the two-term Democrat behind 
Republican challenger Mike Duffy. 

Abinanti had been ahead by several 
percentage points all evening. Suspicious 
of problems with the count, members of 
the Democratic Party gathered at The 
Coliseum in White Plains trying to figure 
out why there was a sudden change in the 
totals before midnight. They reasoned 
that it was likely caused by votes that 
came in from Mount Pleasant, which was 
expected to vote Republican and is the 
hometown of gubernatorial candidate 
Rob Astorino.

When the totals were straightened 
out, Abinanti easily held his seat with 
62 percent of the vote (21,154 votes) to 
Duffy’s 38 percent (12,897 votes). 

A relieved Abinanti vowed to return 
to the Assembly to work for economic 

equality and fairness.
“Together we will continue to work hard 

for what’s right for our community,” said 
Abinanti. “We have an important and full 
agenda ahead of us--improving education 
while reducing the property tax burden, 
protecting our natural environment, 
restoring the state’s concern for our most 
vulnerable residents and eliminating 
the stranglehold that big money special 
interests have on government.”

Duffy said after talking with Board 
of Elections officials on Wednesday 
he was satisfied that the results were 
accurate. The challenger, who ran for 
public office for the first time, said the 
votes were relatively consistent with the 
gubernatorial vote across the district, 
including in Mount Pleasant where 
there was a strong Republican turnout. 
However, Duffy said he lost Greenburgh 
decisively, a Democratic stronghold with a 
more than 3-to-1 disparity in registration 
and where Abinanti served on the town 
board for years.

Despite the results, Duffy doesn’t regret 
anything except waiting too long to retain 
a campaign manager.

“The only thing I really would do 
differently is bringing someone aboard 
sooner,” said Duffy, who would consider 
a future run for public office. “I was doing 
everything myself and campaigning is 
really tiring.”

Latimer Holds On
In the heated race in the 37th state 

Senate District between incumbent 
Democratic incumbent George Latimer 
and Republican challenger Joe Dillon, 
the contest wasn’t official until early 
Wednesday morning. Latimer retained 
his seat with 52 percent of the vote 
(36,622) to Dillon’s 48 percent (33,489).

“Thanks to all who voted on Tuesday, 
and especially to those who gave me 
the opportunity to serve a second term 
in the State Senate,” Latimer said in a 
statement. “I will continue to work hard 
and to be accessible to listen to your 
advice and ideas.”

In a statement released a few days 
after the election, Dillon said he spoke to 
Latimer and wished him well. He said he 
was proud that he “rose from obscurity 
to come within four points of unseating 
a deeply entrenched incumbent.” 

“I hope that George will consider the 
support echoed by the people for term 
limits, tax relief, ethics reform and an 
overhaul of school funding,” Dillon said. 
“While Mr. Latimer has won, the people 
have made it clear that they want change, 
and their voices deserve to be heard; no 
matter their station, and regardless of 
party.”

Martin Wilbur contributed to this 
article.

Incumbent Dems Lowey, Latimer, Abinanti Victorious 
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By Janine Bowen
Cries of “we want the senator” 

echoed through Murphy’s Restaurant in 
Yorktown Heights last week as Yorktown 
Councilman Dr. Terrence Murphy 
emerged victorious in the 40th District 
state Senate race.

Murphy, a Republican, won 52 percent 
of the votes in Westchester and 66 percent 
of the votes in Putnam and Dutchess 
counties, to defeat Democratic challenger 
Justin Wagner in a bitterly fought contest 
to succeed outgoing state Sen. Greg Ball.

“This is awesome,” Murphy said just 
minutes after learning the results. “We 
worked really hard, it’s a dream come true 
and it’s a big, massive move for New York 
State.”

Surrounded by friends and family, 
including his daughter Mikayla, who 
he referred to as his “junior campaign 
manager,” Murphy thanked those people 
who supported him from the beginning 
and said that the election was not just 
about him but about the people. 

Murphy referred to his victory as a 
“great day for New York” and said that 
his election will help keep the balance of 
power in check. Results statewide showed 
that Republicans will maintain control of 
the Senate.

He said that his first order of business 
will be to combat the heroin epidemic 
that has plagued youths in Westchester 

and throughout the state in recent 
months and pledged to continue to work 
with police and fire departments to keep 
local youths safe. 

Wagner, a Croton-on-Hudson resident 
who lost to Ball two years ago, said he 
was proud of his campaign during a 
concession speech at Holiday Inn Express 
in Peekskill.

“I think the issues that we ran on we can 
be proud of,” Wagner said. “What we built 
in this campaign we can be proud of.”

Murphy stated that he believes his 
victory came down to his experience in 
government. He noted that the campaign 

between him and Wagner turned ugly, a 
route he never intended to take.

“Integrity, honesty and respect are what 
your life’s all about and I think that got 
lost on his campaign, and our message is 
to represent the people and that’s what I 
plan on doing,” he said.

Murphy, a chiropractor, has served on 
the Yorktown Town Board for the last five 
years and will leave behind three years of 
his current term that will likely be filled 
during a special election in early 2015.

“Tuesday’s landslide margin shows that 
our message of lower taxes, more jobs and 
a cleaner environment truly resonates 

with the residents of Dutchess, Putnam 
and Westchester counties,” Murphy stated 
in a Facebook message to supporters. 
“Many of you have been here from the 
start and know that with me, it’s not 
about party labels, it’s about results. In 
the coming weeks we will be announcing 
our transition plans to work closely 
with Senator Ball, who I thank for his 
service and support, to ensure a seamless 
transition of constituent casework.”

Locally, the 40th Senate District 
includes Mount Pleasant, New Castle and 
Mount Kisco.

Rick Pezzullo contributed to this article.

Murphy Defeats Wagner to Win 40th State Senate Seat

JANINE BOWEN PHOTO
State Senator-elect Dr. Terrence Murphy is surrounded by supporters at his family’s restaurant in 
Yorktown last week after capturing the seat in the 40th Senate District.
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For more information on home energy 
assessments, visit  
nyserda.ny.gov/affordable-winter
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I am the North Castle supervisor, but 
I write to you as a resident, as I will live 
in this town many more years than I will 
serve on this town board. I am opposed 
to the ward system for our small town 
and I urge you to vote “No” on both ward 
propositions, as it will cause division 
throughout our town.  

Our town board has always worked 
collaboratively, despite differences of 
opinion or where members lived, based 
on the needs of both the entire town 
and specific areas.  Recent decisions--
the Banksville Avenue zoning solution 
(Banksville), sewers in Quarry Heights 
(North White Plains), DeCicco’s 
(Armonk)–were all possible because of 
town boards that were elected by, and 
responsible to, the entire town and not 
just to a specific neighborhood. In a 
ward system, solutions like these may 
not be possible because councilmen may 
simply take the what’s-in-it-for-my-ward 
approach. The ward system is likely to 
create more problems, not solve them.   

There are many best practices utilized 
in running any organization, and 
government is no different. Picture an 

organization that encompasses a six-
floor building. The goal is to assemble 
the best leaders to run this organization. 
Would you choose the six best people to 
lead the company, or would you choose 
the best person on each floor to help lead 
the company, regardless of their skills? 
The ward system (i.e. government) may 
prevent the ability to elect the best people 
to run your town.

Democracy’s foundation is built upon 
your right to vote. In an at-large system, 
like North Castle has utilized for over 
200 years, you have the right to vote for 
all councilmen. If you have issues with 
any or all councilmen, you have the right 
to vote them out. In a ward system, that 
right to vote for all disappears. If the ward 
propositions pass, you would be restricted 
to vote for only one of six councilmen and 
your right to vote will be diluted.         

The Congress analogy cannot be 
overstated. I am a believer in good 
government, but most people feel that 
Washington is fraught with horse trading, 
pork and political agendas. We do not 
need Washington-style gridlock in our 
town.     

Local government is the best and 
purest form of government as it provides 
residents the access and accountability 
of all of their elected officials. Although 
I respect the legal right of North White 
Plains resident Tony Futia to bring this 
issue to a vote, I urge you to VOTE NO 
for both ward proposals on Thursday, 
Nov. 13, as it proposes to fix a problem 
that does not exist.  

This is your town and your opportunity 
to protect its future.    

Michael Schiliro 
Supervisor and Resident

Town of North Castle

Latimer Grateful to 
Voters to Be Re-elected 
to Another Term

Walk through portions of Westlake 
High School and Westlake Middle School 
and it’s like moving through a time warp.

There are steps in odd places, some 
doorways that are inexplicably too narrow 
and the sight of the buildings’ original 
boilers, circa 1962 and 1970, should give 
no one much confidence that they could 
survive another polar vortex.

Worse yet, the middle school kitchen 
lacks the capability for staff to cook hot 
meals; instead, food must be brought over 
from the high school and kept warm.

It’s not an exaggeration to say that 
areas of the two buildings would be more 
appropriate if it were the venue for filming 
episodes of “That ‘70s Show,” if the sitcom 
was still being produced. 

Currently the two schools are not 
suitable facilities up to the rigors of 21st 
century education, certainly not with 
the demands that are placed on students 
and staff from the state, the community 
and families themselves. And certainly 
not in Westchester County, where people 
relocate in many instances specifically 
because of the school.

The problem that Mount Pleasant 
School District voters face when going to 
the polls for this Saturday’s $55.85 million 
facilities proposition is that there is no 
question the price tag is steep. If it passes, 
an additional $539 would be phased in to 
the average homeowner’s tax bill over the 
next three years--and remain in place for 
the duration of the 30-year bond.

That isn’t something to take lightly or 
to dismiss out of hand. However, most  
alternatives are less appetizing. The district 
could choose to complete some projects on 
a piecemeal basis over time and continue 
to do patchwork on others through the 
annual operating budget. But that is an 
inefficient option, particularly when there 
is so much work that should be done.

Officials also could have trimmed the 
few non-essential items and go with a 
totally no-frills proposition. Some could 
argue that upgrading the high school 
auditorium or installing artificial turf and 
lights should be optional.

Maybe so, but what about the 
overwhelming majority of the bond 
that is needed? Nearly 70 percent of 

the project’s cost is for infrastructure 
upgrades and renovations, and that 
doesn’t include additions such as 
construction of the science wing and 
creating a separate entrance for the 
middle school and an improved ingress 
and egress road.

During the past 15 to 20 years, many 
other school districts with facilities 
of similar age took advantage of what 
would be by today’s standards highly 
generous state aid. Mount Pleasant 
didn’t. It’s in this predicament, at 
least in part, because past boards and 
administrations apparently failed to take 
on necessary maintenance and pay for 
smaller projects.

But what’s done is done. Today’s school 
officials are left with having to make 
the decision to take action or watch its 
flagship school--the high school--and the 
middle school continue to deteriorate.

It’s time for the community to make 
the long overdue investment.

Voting takes place this Saturday, Nov. 15 
at the Westlake High School gymnasium 
from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m.
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Don’t Punish Future Students for Mount Pleasant’s Past Failures
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Editorial

A note of thanks to all who voted last 
Tuesday, and especially to those who gave 
me the opportunity to serve a second 
term in the state Senate. I will continue to 
work hard and to be accessible to listen to 
your advice and ideas. 

I also appreciate the editorial 
endorsement of The Examiner News and 
will try to live up to the faith shown in me.

Warmest wishes to our veterans 
celebrating Veterans Day and all of our 
families for a Happy Thanksgiving.

State Sen. George Latimer

The Ward System for North Castle: A Solution in Search of a Problem

Letters Policy
We invite readers to share their thoughts 

by sending letters to the editor.  Please 
limit comments to 250 words. We will 
do our best to print all letters, but are 
limited by space constraints. Letters are  
subject to editing and may be withheld from 

publication on the discretion of the editor. 
Please refrain from personal attacks. Email 
letters to  mwilbur@theexaminernews.com.  
The Examiner requires that all letter writers 
provide their name, address and contact 
information.
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On Nov. 15, the Mount Pleasant school 
community will be asked to step up and 
vote yes on a bond that will have a profound 
and lasting effect.

I am a husband, father and vice president 
of the Westlake Athletic Club. Last year I 
was asked to volunteer my time and be part 
of a steering facilities committee that would 
evaluate our current school infrastructure 
and grounds to determine if there was a 
need for improvements.

After many discussions and an eye-
opening tour of our high school facility, 
a decision was reached. All 31 members 
unanimously agreed that a total facility 
upgrade was in desperately needed and 
long overdue. Many of us were shocked to 
learn just how bad things are behind the 
scenes, myself included. This is where we 
send our children 10 months a year, seven 
to 12 hours a day (depending on afterschool 
activities), five days a week. There are 
undersized classrooms, a lack of fresh air, 
outdated boiler systems, safety issues, (a 
second means access point into and out 
of school grounds, replacing all glass in 
doors to safety glass, etc.) inadequate sports 
facilities and an outdated auditorium where 
the stage does not hold all the members of 
the school band. 

Although everyone had different 
opinions as to what they felt were “must 
have” as opposed to “wish list” items, after 
weeks of discussions a final proposal was 
reached.

This bond is necessary for our children 
and our community. Our children are our 
future, we need to do whatever we can to best 
prepare them for the future. Unfortunately, 
our school facility is not up to that challenge 
in its current condition. The high school 
has not had any improvements or upgrades 
done in its 50 years! What homeowner 
would allow their home to be neglected for 

any length of time? What car owner does 
not keep their car tuned up to maximize its 
performance and useful life? 

Our school system is as big an investment 
to our community as a home or car is to an 
individual. Failure to do any maintenance 
or improvements for 50 years is ludicrous 
and foolish. Unfortunately, this is the 
situation we find ourselves in, and due 
to this negligence and “temporary repair 
mentality,” we are faced with a bond of this 
magnitude. I am sure if you speak to any 
realtor they will tell you how important 
the school system is to the viability of the 

community.
I am a blue collar worker like many of my 

neighbors. We go to work every day  and 
put long hours in so we can live in this great 
community. I made a decision with my wife 
over 20 years ago to call this community 
our home. I am protective of it, I put time 
into it and I am involved in my community. 
I want what’s best for my community. Vote 
yes on this bond proposal. This is what our 
community needs.

  
Patrick Donnery

Hawthorne

By Daniel Hayes
This Veterans Day, the public should 

remember a past generation of veterans 
often forgotten since their service was 
more than 150 years ago.

In 2011, the country marked the 150th 
anniversary of the start of the Civil War. 
Recent scholarship has determined the 
total casualties among North and South 
numbered 750,000, more than all of 
America’s other past and current wars--
combined. More than two million men 
served in union forces, and it is estimated 
that over 30,000 came from Westchester 
County. 

Several veterans and a few casualties 
of the war are buried in Pleasantville 
cemeteries. One of those is All Souls 
Cemetery on Marble Avenue. Research has 
revealed that 11 veterans and one soldier, 
who died during the war, are buried there.

The list of military branches involved 
runs the gamut--infantry, artillery, cavalry 
and engineers. They included:

James Maloney: 5th New York Veteran 
Zouaves, a unit adopting the dress and 
drill of a French military unit, which wore 
brilliant uniforms and conducted a quick, 
spirited drill.

John Clark: 41st New York Infantry.
Lawrence Malin: 49th New York 

Infantry.
Chester A. Weller: 2nd Connecticut 

Heavy Artillery.
Thomas Wall: 6th New York Heavy 

Artillery.
Peter Hughes: 6th New York Heavy 

Artillery.
Thomas Ryan: 8th New York Heavy 

Artillery.
John Armstrong: 10th New York 

Artillery.
Charles Hoffman: 1st New York Mount 

Rifles.
John and Thomas Lowry: The pair of 

brothers served in the 16th New York 
Cavalry.

Frank Reynolds: 1st New York Engineers.
A look at Civil War records reveals 

insight into their lives. Wall was born 
in Canada in 1836. On June 19, 1864, he 
was wounded at Petersburg, Va. fighting 
for his adopted country. He survived and 
eventually settled in Mount Pleasant.

The Lowry brothers of Mount Pleasant 
joined Co. I, 16th New York Cavalry in New 
York City in 1863. Thomas Lowry, showing 
leadership, was appointed sergeant. On 
Jan. 17, 1864, seven months after enlisting, 
he died of disease at Fairfax Courthouse, 
Va. His body was sent home to All Souls 
Cemetery. For every soldier who died in 
battle during the Civil War, two soldiers 
died of disease. Thomas’ younger brother, 
John, would serve out his next year-and-a-
half without his older brother.

Malin was wounded in action on May 
12, 1864, at Spotsylvania, Va. He was 
wounded fighting near what was called 
“The Bloody Angle.” The fighting, which 

lasted more than 18 hours 
near The Bloody Angle, an 
area of about one square 
mile, cost North and South a 
combined 12,000 casualties. 
Malin would recover from 
his wound and be discharged 
at the end of the war.

Ryan was injured 
(research to the type of 
injury is still ongoing) and 
was transferred to The 
Veterans Reserve Corps, 
originally named the Invalid 
Corps. Ryan was in the 2nd 
Battalion, which consisted 
of men who had lost a limb 
or were disabled to the point 
that they could no longer carry a musket. 
These men served as nurses, clerks and 
cooks and had to be recommended as 
high-caliber soldiers by their commanding 
officers in order to serve in the unit. Ryan 
died in 1889 at 52 years old, perhaps as a 
result of his wartime injury.

Maloney enlisted on May 2, 1861, less 
than three weeks after the Civil War began. 
He joined the 31st New York Infantry. 
On June 30, 1862, during the Seven Days 
Battle, Maloney was captured at White 
Oak, Va. About a month later, he rejoined 
his regiment. He was exchanged and would 
muster out with the rest of the regiment on 
June 4, 1863. 

On July 28, Maloney re-enlisted as a 

veteran volunteer and was transferred 
to the 5th New York Veteran Zouaves. 
He survived the heavy fighting from The 
Battle of the Wilderness through the Siege 
of Petersburg and was mustered out on 
Aug. 21, 1865, having served the entire 
four years of the Civil War.

We should take a moment to remember 
those men who fought in the Civil War. 
Those veterans would march year after 
year in Memorial Day parades, with their 
numbers dwindling each year. As noted 
historian Bruce Catton wrote about the 
Civil War veterans, “They were honored; 
then they were tolerated; then they were 
forgotten.”

Pleasantville native Daniel Hayes is a 
Civil War historian.

Mount Pleasant’s $55.85M Bond Proposal Desperately Needed to Help Fix the Schools

Outdated Facilities Calls for Passage of Mt. Pleasant Schools Bond 

Letters

On Nov. 15, the residents of Mount 
Pleasant have the opportunity to vote for 
the future of our community by voting in 
favor of the facilities bond. The Westlake 
High School/Middle School campus is in 
dire need of repair and updating. A vote yes 
is a vote to provide, among other things, 
state-of-the-art science classrooms for our 
children, an auditorium that is appropriate 
for a school the size of Westlake (not to 
mention bring it into compliance with the 
ADA) and a new and updated computer/
technology learning center in the middle 
school.   

An outstanding learning environment 
provides children with the opportunity to 
reach their potential – and all of us, I hope, 
as parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, 
etc. should strive to put our children in a 
place where they can reach their potential. 
A community that supports this opinion 
reaps many benefits. Among which are 
higher property values, quick resale of 
homes and a never-ending stream of alumni 
who are grateful for the opportunities 
and foresight of their community. Hard 
numbers support the benefits of the value 
of education in a community. 

The days of textbooks and chalkboards 
are as outdated as our facilities. We 
simply must provide the children with the 
necessary tools to meet the current work 
place.  

Vote Yes for our future!
Vote Yes for our children! 
Vote Yes on Nov. 15!

Frank Earley, 
President, Mount Pleasant Education 

Foundation

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO
All Souls Cemetery in Pleasantville is the final resting place for close 
to a dozen Civil War veterans.

Civil War Veterans’ Sacrifices Should Always Be Remembered



November 11 - November 17, 2014 The Examiner12

21 West Stevens Ave.
Hawthorne, NY 10532

Ernest J. Carpentieri ~ Douglas A. Daniels

Tel: 914-769-4404
Fax: 914-769-5306

www.hawthornefuneralhome.com
Serving all faiths ~ Independently owned
Conveniently located on the Taconic State Parkway

Mount Kisco Police Department

Nov. 1: Report of a possible prowler 
on Dakin Avenue at 6:10 p.m. A 
property owner on the street reported 
that a tarp and some other items on his 
property have been stolen. There are no 
suspects.

Nov. 4: Report of a possible assault at 
a Lexington Avenue residence at 3:52 
a.m. Police encountered a 23-year-old 
Mount Grove Street resident with a 
bloody nose and lip who had been in a 
fight. He told police he didn’t know who 
was responsible and declined to talk 
further about the incident.

Nov. 4: A woman reported at 4:56 
p.m. that her purse was stolen from her 
car in a parking lot on Radio Circle. 
She stated that she left her vehicle, a 
Chrysler Town & Country Suburban, 
unlocked while she picked up her child 
at about 4:15 p.m. The purse contained 
about $260 cash and credit cards. 
An iPhone5 was also stolen from the 
console. There are no suspects; the case 
was closed.

Nov. 6: A 44-year-old Mount Kisco 
man was arrested at 4:59 p.m. and 
charged with second-degree criminal 
contempt, a Class A misdemeanor, for 
violating an order of protection. The 
suspect threatened the protected person 
by yelling, police said. Information 

regarding the protected person was not 
released.

Nov. 6: A 26-year-old Katonah 
man was arrested at 6:44 p.m. and 
charged with second-degree criminal 
trespassing, a Class A misdemeanor, 
for continually going over his ex-
girlfriend’s Maple Avenue residence. 
He appeared at the home at least three 
times on this date before being arrested.

Nov. 7: A 30-year-old Mount Kisco 
man was arrested at 3:03 p.m. and 
charged with second-degree burglary, 
a Class D felony, subsequent to an 
investigation initiated by detectives. 
More information about the incident 
was not available.

Nov. 7: A customer arrived at 
Newport Market on Kirby Plaza at 6:20 
p.m. giving people in the store a hard 
time. The individual left the store before 
officers arrived. 

 
Pleasantville Police Department

Nov. 1: A group of youths was 
reported to be causing a disturbance on 
Crawford Street at 11:32 p.m. The group 
was dispersed by police.

Nov. 2: Report of a larceny from a 
vehicle on Manville Road at 10:24 a.m. 
The complainant reported that between 
5and 6: 50 p.m. someone stole her pink 
purse with fabric, which contained $90 

cash, two credit cards and a drivers 
license.

Nov. 6: A village resident reported at 
headquarters at 11:50 a.m. that there 
have been repeated annoying phone 
calls dialed to her home number. The 
individual stated that Optimum was 
contacted to conduct a trace.

North Castle Police Department

Oct. 31: Report of a larceny at the 
Stop & Shop on North Broadway. The 

complainant reported at headquarters 
at 10:38 a.m. to state that his cell phone 
was stolen the previous evening.

Nov. 2: Request for an officer to 
report to a Piping Brook Lane residence 
at 10:54 a.m. because of a suspicious 
incident. The complainant reported the 
garage door was open. The responding 
officer checked the premises and 
everything appeared secure.

Nov. 5: Caller reported at 7:50 p.m. 
that a dog has been barking continuously 
at a Wampus Lakes Drive residence.

Police Blotter
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Mt. Kisco Mayor Debunks Latest 
Former Borders Space Rumor
By Neal Rentz

Mount Kisco Mayor Michael Cindrich 
strongly denied rumors last week that a 
new tenant is set to move into the space 
previously occupied by the defunct 
Borders bookstore chain.

Cindrich said that there is no 
agreement for any entity to take over 
the more than 20,000 square feet of 
space.

“All they are are rumors,” he said. 
The empty retail space, located at 154-

162 E. Main St., has been vacant for just 
over three years, shortly after Borders 
filed for bankruptcy in mid 2011.

The property was sold in August for 
$6.5 million on behalf of the owner of 
the mortgage at a foreclosure auction 
in White Plains. The winning bid was 
made by attorney Michael Blumenthal 
of Thompson & Knight LLP on behalf 
of GCFC 2007-GG11 Kisco Retail 
LLC, the owner of the mortgage on the 
property.

During the Nov. 3 village board 
meeting, Cindrich said that “the 
Borders site is in a state of flux.” He said 
he recently spoke with Blumenthal who 
told him there was no deal to lease the 
space. 

Cindrich declined to discuss which 
businesses have been rumored to move 
into the location. 

Despite some sentiment that the 
highly visible vacancy in the heart of the 
village’s downtown has hurt the business 
district, a series of new businesses has 
moved into Mount Kisco, such as The 
Rose Room restaurant, which opened 
in February. Other new establishments, 
include Jersey Mike’s Subs, which was 
scheduled to have its grand opening on 
Monday at 25 S. Moger Ave., Sinapi’s 
Kettled Bagel Cafe on East Main Street 
and The Westchester Bank at 51 S. 
Moger Ave.  
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By Janine Bowen
Representatives of Brynwood Golf 

& Country Club have made a last-
ditch attempt to win over North Castle 
officials and the community after making 
revisions to its condominium and golf 
course redesign proposal. 

Attorney Mark Weingarten, who 
represents the Brynwood Partners, told 
the town board on Nov. 5 that his client 
has reduced the project from 88 units 
to 80. The new proposal consists of 63 
market-rate condominiums, 10 fee-
simple golf cottages and seven affordable 
units. 

Weingarten explained that if the 
opportunity became available to build 
affordable units offsite to satisfy the 
requirements set by Westchester County, 
developers would build 70 market-rate 
units on the 156-acre property on Bedford 
Road in Armonk and place an additional 
affordable unit offsite, for a total of eight. 

Other changes include the elimination 
of an internal road parallel to Route 
22 and greater setbacks of residential 
buildings to reduce visual impact on 
neighbors. In addition, Brynwood, which 
appeared before the town for the first time 
in more than a year, has offered to create 
a conservation easement that would 
limit the future use of the property to a 
golf course or open space, ensuring there 
would be no further development. 

Bob Greer, a 44-year Armonk resident 
and former member of the town’s 
Assessment Review Board, praised 
developers for devising a plan that would 
save the golf course, which has been part 
of the town’s landscape for decades. 

“This parcel of land, at the county 
level, has always been designated as an 
important parcel to keep open … so I’m 
pleased that the Brynwood development 
has proposed that if their project goes 
forward that they will put the land into a 
conservation easement,” he said. 

At a public hearing last year, many 
residents objected to the previous plan. 
One issue for them was that it would be 
unfair that the condominium owners 
would be paying about half the taxes that 
owners of single-family houses pay for 
similar value. 

Weingarten explained that although 
the tax rate cannot be increased under 
New York State law, the developers would 
agree to a benefits agreement with the 
town. This would require residents in the 
63 condominiums to pay the difference 
between the lower condominium tax rate 
and what a single-family homeowner 
would pay.

“We believe we have met one of the 
primary objections of the proposal by 
suggesting this … benefit agreement with 
the town,” said Weingarten.

The North Castle Town Board accepted 

the preliminary Final Environmental 
Impact Statement (FEIS) Wednesday 
night. It will be reviewed by town officials 
and staff to determine if the changes 
sufficiently address previously raised 
concerns. If the rezone and application 
is not approved, the Brynwood Partners 
would likely seek to build up to 49 
single-family houses, the current as-of-
right zoning for the site. Weingarten, 
however, said that creating the luxury golf 
community would be the better option 
for the town. 

He noted that the project would 
generate significant tax revenue for the 
Byram Hills School District and the 
town. In addition, preservation of the golf 
course would save local jobs and allow the 
course, which has been losing money in 
recent years, to become sustainable in a 
competitive environment.

“We know you are the talk of 
Westchester County. We can’t imagine 
why you should not have the leading 
edge of the most beautiful … luxury golf 
course,” said Weingarten. “You’re putting 
all of these other things into your town; it 
makes you different from everybody else 
and we want to be part of that.” 

Several residents at Wednesday’s 
meeting spoke in favor of the new 
proposal, noting that it will provide 
multiple benefits. 

Greer, a Windmill Farm resident, said 

Brynwood has promised to join Water 
District No. 2, which will reduce the 
annual bill of residents in that district by 
about 20 percent. In addition, Brynwood 
has agreed to pay for the construction of 
a fourth well in the district, estimated at 
about $1 million. 

Resident Alan Cohen said he knew the 
partners involved in the proposed project 
and were confident it would be high 
quality. 

“Approving this project is the right 
thing for the town, the schools and the 
surrounding neighborhood,” said Cohen. 
“The members of this club now and the 
people who live in this town are going 
to stay in this town and hopefully live 
there.… I’m going to be one of those 
buyers who’s involved there.” 

Resident Mark Devincenzo said that 
the Brynwood condominiums would give 
empty nesters a comfortable alternative to 
remain near family as they age.

Town board members noted that 
accepting the preliminary FEIS does not 
mean they support the project, but rather 
introduces the revised plan for the board 
to consider. 

“With three new board members I 
think it’s very important that we have this 
discussion. I think we all have a lot to learn 
and we … look forward to examining this 
very carefully. It’s very important,” said 
Councilwoman Barbara DiGiacinto. 

Brynwood Proposes Revised Condo, Golf Course Plan in No. Castle

Fox Lane High School students joined millions of teens nationwide recently 
pledging to remain drug-free as part of the annual Red Ribbon Week observance. 
The traditional red ribbon bearing the message “FLHS—Live Drug-Free” was 
available to the entire student body through the work of the Youth to Youth Club 
and with the financial assistance of  Mount Kisco Partners in Prevention, a local 
drug-free community coalition. 

Living Drug-Free

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS
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By Janine Bowen
The Town of North Castle has 

contributed $500,000 toward the 
purchase of a 73-acre parcel that will 
serve as a conservation easement for the 
Mianus River Gorge. 

Last week, the town board agreed 
to buy the land, known as the Levene 
property, just hours before a 10-year 
open space resolution was set to expire. 
Supervisor Michael Schiliro explained 
that a decade ago the town allocated 
$3 million to use to acquire open 
space, nearly $2.7 million of which was 
remaining. 

During a public presentation on Nov. 
5, representatives from a few of the 
town’s committees and the Mianus River 
Gorge applauded the purchase as a good 
investment for the town. 

Kerri Kazak, chairwoman of North 
Castle’s Open Space Committee, said 
the acquisition of the property on East 
Middle Patent Road is a “home run 
opportunity” for the town because it 
will connect the main Mianus River 
Gorge property with the Castle Brook 
parcel. She said that the land is home for 
significant wildlife and contains several 
steep slopes, some greater than 25 
percent, which must be protected under 
town law. 

“The opportunity to leverage our funds 
in this way doesn’t come along very often 

and it’s the perfect use of our funds, so 
it’s a rare opportunity,” Kazak said.

She explained that the town’s $500,000 
contribution will be added to donations 
made by community members and 
funding from the Mianus River Gorge 
to reach the needed $2.8 million. Money 
for the purchase will be bonded.

A key feature of the land is that it’s 
a vital source of drinking water for 
the Piping Brook watershed, said Rod 
Christie, executive director of the 

Mianus River Gorge.
John Fava, chairman of the North 

Castle Conservation Board, also pointed 
out that streams and wetlands on the 
property are important surface water 
resources. They connect to fissures 
across the town that provide subsurface 
drinking water. 

Streams on the land are important 
tributaries to the nearby Mianus River, 
according to Kazak. 

Although the deal was already 

approved by the town board,  residents 
were given the opportunity to speak 
about the purchase.

Resident Michael Frank, who lives 
near the Mianus River Gorge, praised the 
town’s decision to contribute toward the 
purchase. 

“It’s really the forest primeval,” Frank 
said. “It’s not like any park anywhere else 
in town; not like any park anywhere else 
in the Northeast. This is a recreation area 
that’s available for the whole town and 
extending that can only be good for the 
whole town.” 

No. Castle Buys 73 Acres for Mianus River Gorge Conservation Easement

JANINE BOWEN PHOTO
Mianus River Gorge Executive Director Rod Christie talks about the 73-acre Levene property that the 
town purchased last week that will serve as a conservation easement for the organization.
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By Janine Bowen
Shared services and improving athletic 

fields dominated conversation at the 
Nov. 4 joint meeting of the Pleasantville 
Board of Education and village board. 

District and village officials explored 
new ways to save money through shared 
services to meet Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s 
requirements for a tax refund. Schools 
and municipalities must submit an 
efficiency plan by June 1, 2015, that 
shows a 1 percent savings of their overall 
budgets for taxpayers to receive a rebate.

For the district, this would mean 
$340,000 must be saved through new 
shared service agreements, while the 
village would be responsible for creating 
$106,000 in savings. 

Officials criticized the governor’s 
proposal, noting that they have been 
utilizing a shared service contract for 
years and may not be granted the tax 
freeze because the savings might not 
qualify as new.

“I think it’s important for the 
community to be very aware of the 
relationship we have with the village 
and how important it is to have a 
joint municipal agreement,” said 
Superintendent Mary Fox-Alter. “I think 
it’s a little disingenuous, in a way, that 
other municipalities that have never 

thought about this before could quite 
possibly get the tax credit.” 

Village Trustee Jonathan Cunningham 
said the point of the tax freeze is to force 
entities to rebuild from the ground up 
and discover where separate services are 
redundant. For example, the village and 
school district both employ workers for 
fall leaf pick-up. 

Cunningham said there is more that 
can be done if each entity is willing to give 
up a little control. Both should explore 
whether a model can be developed that 
requires fewer equipment purchases and 
personnel while still delivering adequate 
services.

“What it always boils down to, to be 
completely candid, is control, and that’s 
the issue that inevitably prevents you 
from going forward … whether you’re 
talking about doing shared services with 
the Town of Mount Pleasant or with the 
county,” Cunningham said. “It’s about 
[whether] we will get the same level of 
services when we need it, as opposed to 
if we had control over it ourselves.”

One of the biggest joint service 
agreements between the district and the 
village is the sharing of athletic fields. 

Board of Education President Shane 
McGaffey said both entities will look to 
identify accounting measures to quantify 

savings incurred through this agreement 
to apply toward the tax freeze. 

The quality of both the school and 
village fields has been a concern in recent 
months.

Mayor Peter Scherer said improvements 
have been made to Parkway Field, with 
more clay added to the baseball field 
and a better understanding of how to 
maintain the grass. 

“The reality is that we’re trying to do 
the best we can to maintain them … 
and have boosted our outside services 
for some extra nutrition for those fields, 
but the odds of some major changes 
happening there, given the current 
budget circumstances, are slim,” Scherer 
said. 

He also explained that the village 
is expected to receive $340,000 in 
recreation fees from Toll Brothers, 
the developer of the proposed 
condominium project on Washington 
Avenue. That money will likely help 
pay for the installation of a permanent 
bathroom at Parkway Field. 

The school district is currently in the 
midst of upgrading fields at all three 
schools as well as the high school track 
following passage of a $3.5 million 
bond last May. Fox-Alter said once the 
district gets approval from the state 

education department, it will seek bids 
for the project. 

Residents last week raised concerns 
about the district’s decision to install an 
artificial turf field as part of the project, 
citing health and safety concerns. They 
were fearful that the carcinogenic 
chemicals found in artificial surfaces, 
which are often made from recycled 
tires, would be harmful.

“When the kids are playing on these 
fields and you’re working up a sweat 
and your lungs are most exposed, that’s 
when you’re going to ingest the most 
material,” resident Matt Finkelstein 
said.

Residents were hoping for fields 
made of real grass or natural materials. 
Fox-Alter explained that with the level 
of activity on the fields, grass would 
be nearly impossible to maintain. In 
addition, the cost cannot exceed what 
was approved in the bond.

District officials said they will explore 
cost options for alternatives to turf. 

“This isn’t just about dollars and 
sense and this isn’t just about being able 
to have the most amount of use of fields. 
My kids, all of our kids, play on these 
fields, and their safety is our utmost 
concern,” said McGaffey. 

Shared Services, Athletic Fields Focus of Joint P’ville School, Village Session

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS  
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High Bids for Chlorine Booster Frustrates P’ville Officials Pleasantville  Awards 
Rec Center Bid; 
Facility to Open Later 
This Year
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TOPSOIL • MULCHES • GRAVEL • SAND • FIELDSTONE 
NYS FLAGSTONE & GLACIER BLUE TREADS

VENEER • STONE • STEPPING STONE 
DRAINAGE & BAG PRODUCTS

NOW OPEN

R .
MKMG’s Pediatric Department is here...
for you and your family.
Contact us today. BRIARCLIFF MANOR:

914-941-2129
CARMEL:
845-278-6626
FISHKILL:
845-896-8370

KATONAH:
914-232-3135
MOUNT KISCO:
914-242-1580
PATTERSON:
845-279-2323

POUGHKEEPSIE:
845-471-3111

SOMERS:
914-277-4448

YORKTOWN:
914-962-8989www.mkmg.com

PK-0000132725

By Sam Barron
Pleasantville’s attempts to install a 

chlorine booster station at a reasonable 
price are not going as well as planned. 

Officials revealed last week that the low 
bid for the mandated project came in at 
$327,000, higher than the $250,000 the 
village anticipated. The chlorine booster 
was bonded for $305,000 last year, though 
$87,000 has already been spent on the 
project. 

“We’re struggling with that,” Mayor 
Peter Scherer said. “The chlorine project 
has been frustrating. We don’t have the 
option to say no. We’re going to go back 
and figure it out.”

The village has been manually adding 
chlorine to water at its filtration plant 
that it shares with New Castle, although 
county Department of Health regulations 
no longer allow that to be done. The rising 
cost of steel was blamed for the high bids.

“We have to buy quite a bit of 
equipment,” Scherer said. 

Trustees said they are continuing to 
examine the issue and are looking to 
see if there are ways they can reduce the 
project’s cost. Another idea may be to 
borrow more money, though trustees did 
not seem enthused by that idea.

“We’re going to talk to the lowest bidder 
and see if he will come in lower,” Trustee 
Mindy Berard said. “It’s killing us. We’re 
very upset about it.”

Trustee Brian Skarstad said the village 
should spend the money to build the 

booster rather than face fines from the 
Department of Health. 

“It’s a tough one,” Skarstad said. 
“It’s incredibly frustrating. This is not 
something we take lightly. We have to 
provide clean water, which is what we do.”

Skarstad said that the village board 
continues to study every expense, but that 
the role can become trying, especially 
when this type of project means there is 
little money to spend elsewhere.

“When I first became a trustee, we 
were very careful, but it was a little more 
fun,” said Skarstad, who originally joined 
the board in the mid 1990s. “We could 
put in some playgrounds and make 
improvements in people’s lives. We had 
money to do things with and now we’re 
trying to hold it all together. We have to 
be careful at every turn.”

said. “It’s not everything we wish we could 
have. Nobody can have what they want. 
This is perfectly located. It gives us a nice 
way for people to take advantage of our 
programs. There’s all kinds of positive 
things there.”

Trustee Brian Skarstad said the May 7 
vote was long overdue.

“It’s not the ideal building, but it’s the 
building we have,” Skarstad said. “An 
effective recreation center will be a big 
boon for the village.”

He said Pleasantville is a recreation 
village since there are so many youngsters 
involved in a wide assortment of activities.

“Not having a recreation center is a loss 
of revenue for the village,” Skarstad said. 
“When we don’t have those programs, 
we suffer financially. It’s good all the way 
around.”

Trustee Mindy Berard said that a 
recreation center serves everybody--
children and adults. 

“We haven’t been able to have the 
programs and offerings that we had in the 
past,” Berard said. “This is a first step in a 
global look at the recreation department. 
It’s a great plan. This is a great opportunity 
for us. I am looking forward to getting 
that going as fast as possible.”

continued from page 1

Full Stock
of Italian 

Specialities

Boars 
Head 

Premium 
Meats

810 Commerce Street • Thornwood NY 10594
(Next to Post Office)
914.747.6050

Catering Specialist of
Authentic Italian Family Recipes

Celebrate Communions, Graduations and
Any Special Occasion With Us

Place your Catering Orders Early at

10% OFF
(On orders of $175 or more) Exp. 6/1/12

A Giant Tag Sale to benefit  Hudson 
Chorale (formerly  the Westchester 
Concert Singers and the Choral Arts 
Society) will be held on Friday and 
Saturday, May 18 and 19 from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. at 107 Bedford Road in 
Pleasantville (the corner of Manville 
Road and Route 117.  

Furniture, collectibles, appliances, 
children’s books, jewelry, toys, sports 

equipment, CD’s, DVDs, good used 
clothing and accessories, decorative 
art and more will be available. Rain or 
shine. To donate tax deductible items, 
call 914-769-9309.  

All proceeds will benefit Hudson 
Chorale, the area’s largest not-
for-profit community chorus For 
more information, visit www.
HudsonChorale.org.

Hudson Chorale Tag Sale This Week

Bedford Hills. Investment opportunity! 
Solid 2-fam, w/4BR’s total: 2BRs in each 
unit & 2-car gar. Private prop within mins 
to train & loads of parking.        $427,888

Mt. Kisco. West Glen Tri-plex. Fabulous 
2BR w/expansion poss & updtd stainless 
kit. Hrdwd flrs; deck;  quick stroll to town 
& train. Also available for rent.     $350,000

raveis.com
95  Katonah Avenue  -  9 14 - 401 - 9111

By Janine Bowen
Between smart phones and social 

media, it’s nearly impossible for parents to 
monitor everything that goes on in their 
child’s electronic world, so the Pleasantville 
School District is helping students to 
navigate the cyberworld safely. 

On Nov. 19, Josh Gunderson, a nationally 
known anti-bullying and Internet safety 
specialist, will present the program 
“Breaking Down Digital Walls” at each of 
the district’s three schools during the day, 
as well as in the evening for parents. 

Gunderson said he talks to students 
about the dangers posed by sharing real 
stories in a relaxed and fun environment. 
While he acknowledged that the subject 
of Internet safety is serious, he prefers to 
use humor to get his message across and to 
keep students’ attention. 

“I think that you can get so much more 
with a laugh than you can with getting 
up and trying to scare the bejesus out of 
everybody,” said Gunderson, who has a 
background in acting and comedy.

In the programs for middle school and 
high school students, Gunderson warns 
teenagers to slow down and take time to 
think before posting on social media. One 
inappropriate tweet, status update or photo 
could negatively alter their life forever. He 
noted that colleges and future employers 
will often look at the social media profiles 
of applicants, and just one bad post could 

jeopardize students’ chances of getting into 
the college of their choice. 

Gunderson said social media can be a 
great tool for youngsters if used correctly, 
allowing them to keep in touch with 
friends and family. But he noted that many 
kids opt to post questionable pictures and 
videos in an attempt to get their 15 minutes 
of fame. 

“Gaining that viral fame is the exception, 
it’s not the rule,” he said. “It’s a fluke thing 
that happens to a very small subset of the 
population, but it’s not going to stop [kids] 
from trying; so they’re just throwing stuff 
out there without thinking.”  

For elementary school students at 
Bedford Road School, Gunderson will take 
a different approach. Consulting with his 
sister, a fourth-grade teacher, Gunderson 
developed an interactive game show 
presentation where the young students try 
to guess the rules of Internet safety and 
then answer questions based on what they 
have learned about each of those rules. 

Gunderson explained that the program 
for younger students focuses on topics 
such as talking to a trusted adult about 
things seen online, avoiding the sharing of 
personal information and never meeting 
an online acquaintance in person.

For parents, the program focuses heavily 
on the concept of cyberbullying and how 
the profile of a bully has changed over the 
years. Gunderson noted that while the 

three types of bullying --  verbal, physical 
and relational -- are still the same, the 
attacks no longer happen in the halls of the 
school building. Today, bullying can occur 
24/7, with comments posted online. 

“I got shoved into a locker at school. It 
happened and that was the end of it, but 
now it’s out there on the Internet and once 
it’s out there, it’s there forever,” Gunderson 
said. “They’re taking video of the shoving 
into the locker and uploading it to 
YouTube.… It’s going to be replayed over 
and over again.”

Spearheaded by Pleasantville teacher 
and technology specialist Sam Aidala, 
“Breaking Down Digital Walls” is a 
collaboration among the district’s three 
PTAs, the Pleasantville High School Parent 
Council, SEPTA and the district. The 
evening event, which will take place from 
7 to 9 p.m. in the high school auditorium, 
is open to all parents. Members of the 
PTA, SEPTA and parent council gain 
admittance at no cost, but nonmembers 
will be charged $10.

Anti-Bullying, Internet Safety Specialist to Speak in P’ville Next Week

JANINE BOWEN  PHOTO
Josh Gunderson will be speaking to the entire student body in the Pleasantville School District and to 
parents in a separate evening program.
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By Martin Wilbur
Like many Americans, Alice Shanahan 

had a calling to serve her community after 
the catastrophic events on Sept. 11.

Shanahan decided to follow her lifelong 
love of animals, which led her to become a 
volunteer the following year for the SPCA 
of Westchester, a short distance from 
her Briarcliff home. For an independent 
organization that receives no government 
funding, volunteering is a crucial 
component and Shanahan was happy to 
contribute.

“I think for a lot of Americans it was a 
kind of call to get out and make a difference 
and do something,” Shanahan said of 9/11. 
“I was head of retail operations (at the 
time) for the New York Botanical Gardens 
and it was just a call to get out and make a 
difference.”

Shanahan, 67, certainly made a difference 
volunteering for the SPCA during the next 
three years. After training as a dog walker, 
she participated in the Golden Outreach 
Program, bringing a black Lab shelter 
dog to nursing homes to let residents 
interact with the animal, something that 
researchers have concluded is therapeutic 

for lonely people.
“I just found it, not just rewarding, but 

meaningful to see people reach out to a 
dog,  and a lot of these people didn’t even 
want to see other people, but they reached 
out to touch this dog, pet this dog and it 
was great for the dog,” said Shanahan, a 
lifelong Westchester resident who grew 
up in Yonkers. “Getting out like that made 
him so social he was eventually adopted.”

While she was a volunteer , the 
number and variety of programs grew 
so rapidly that a full-time staff member 
was needed. In 2005, after spending 
her entire work career in various retail 
capacities, Shanahan became the SPCA 
of Westchester’s volunteer and human 
education coordinator. 

One component of Shanahan’s job is to 
help recruit and train volunteers, matching 
their skills and interests with the programs 
that are offered. In addition to dog walkers, 
there are greeters who meet visitors when 
they arrive at the North State Road facility 
in hopes of adopting a pet.

Volunteers may also contribute by 
helping to fundraise and write grants or 
help with publicity and public relations, 

event planning, beautifying 
the grounds through 
gardening or carpentry or 
trying cat socialization.

When Shanahan started 
with the SPCA, there were 
only 30 to 40 volunteers. 
Today there are more than 
300, a testament to not only 
how volunteering has grown 
over the years in the area, but 
also people’s affinity to animals, she said.

The other aspect of Shanahan’s job 
includes visiting schools throughout 
Westchester to introduce animals 
to younger children as part of the 
organization’s humane education program, 
an area where she has earned certification.

Shanahan said that very often abusive 
behavior as adults can be traced to abuse 
of pets as a child.

“What we’re trying to teach is empathy, 
kindness, responsibility. These are the 
characteristics that we’re trying to instill 
in these children,” she said. “A lot of times 
it does get started in childhood, especially 
in homes where children have come 
desensitized, where there abuse, domestic 
violence in the home.”

Shanahan almost always had a pet 
growing up. Ironically, she has had no pets 
at home for years because her husband, 
Michael Kamen, a psychotherapist, is 
allergic. So Shanahan is content to get 
her fill of animals at the shelter, said the 
mother of two grown children and the 
grandmother of three.

Shanahan went to Tobe-
Coburn, a Manhattan college 
for fashion and business, in 
part because she loved fashion. 
She viewed her sister-in-law, 
who worked as a buyer in the 
industry, as glamorous. It also 
seemed attractive because her 
family has been comprised of 
mainly nurses and teachers, 
she said.

Shanahan remained in the fashion 
industry, at one point becoming director of 
sales for Bombay in the Northeast region.

She later branched out to other types 
of retail, and in the 1990s became a vice 
president for Waterford Crystal. The job 
eventually became burdensome simply 
because of the commute to the company’s 
office in Wall Township, N.J., a 100-mile 
commute each direction every day.

When she wasn’t sitting in her car 
traveling the Garden State Parkway, 
Shanahan would be away on business.

There were other retail jobs afterwards, 
but when the SPCA was looking for a full-
time employee to coordinate volunteers 
nearly a decade ago, Shanahan jumped at 
the chance.

“This is a passion,” she said. “I just love 
it. I feel very fortunate. A lot of people 
don’t really like what they do, and that’s 
unfortunate.”

Anyone interested in volunteering at 
the SPCA, is encouraged to visit www.
spca914.org.

know your
Neighbor

Alice Shanahan, SPCA Coordinator 
Briarcliff Manor

THERE’S A 
LOT OF LOVE

IN THE AIR
UP HERE.

It’s just the way people feel about Westchester. We know. We’re the 1,000 people 

who help run Indian Point, and we live in the area too. Indian Point generates about 

one quarter of the power for New York City and Westchester, with virtually no 

greenhouse gas emissions, and at lower cost than other sources. All across our area, 

we’re Powering New York in ways you might not expect.

Learn more about the true value of Indian Point to our area, 
as well as the $1 billion we’ve invested in the safety of our plant in recent years, 

at SafeSecureVital.com/PoweringNY

Indian Point Energy Center

POWERING NEW YORK
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Mt. Kisco’s Griffin Chosen for Veterans Hall of Fame
By Neal Rentz

George Griffin Jr. has been a fixture in 
Mount Kisco for many years. He owned 
his own business and has been the 
village’s deputy mayor after serving on 
the planning board for more than seven 
years. 

Now the rest of the region will have an 
opportunity to get to know him.

The 11-year village trustee was 
nominated by the village board for state 
Sen. Greg Ball’s Veterans Hall of Fame. 
One veteran from each municipality in 
the 40th state Senate District is honored 

every year.
Family, friends, current and former 

colleagues in village government and 
members of the American Legion’s Moses 
Taylor Post 136 in Mount Kisco honored 
Griffin, 67, at a ceremony during the Nov. 
3 village board meeting. Griffin, his wife 
of 25 years, Grace, their two children and 
grandson also joined in the celebration. 

Griffin was drafted into the Army and 
trained as a military police officer. He 
served in Vietnam in 1967 and 1968, 
including during the Tet Offensive, 
and was with the 720th Military Police 

Battalion and the 18th MP Brigade at 
Long Binh, said Mayor Michael Cindrich.

He was awarded the National Defense 
Service Medal, the Vietnam Campaign 
Medal, the Vietnam Service Medal with 
two bars and the Army Commendation 
Medal. Griffin was promoted to sergeant.

Griffin is a longtime member of the 
Moses Taylor American Legion Post and 
formerly served as its commander. 

A proclamation from Ball to honor 
Griffin was read by the senator’s chief of 
staff Suzi McDonough, which praised 
him for “dedication to his community, 

state and nation.”
“It’s proud for me to serve on this village 

board with you,” Cindrich said Griffin.
Ball’s annual ceremony for the Hall 

of Fame nominees will take place on 
Thursday, Nov. 20 in Mahopac.

7 Kirby Plaza • Mount Kisco, New York
914-666-5776

Conveniently located in the heart of downtown
Mt.Kisco- across from train station

We at Plaza Hair Salon are dedicated to the continued growth of 
our business by advancing our skill and knowledge of style and 
technique.  Just back from Advanced Razor cut technique and 

looks, we offer our clients new & modern options for their busy 
lifestyles. Never content with complacency, we offer alternatives 

to the straight looks that are so popular today.  
The American wave gives a soft beach like wave for a casual look, 
that is oh so chic,  Ammonia free with ionic technology, it delivers 

shine and conditioning as well.  Let us address your needs by  
offering our vast depth of experience that will enhance the beauty 

of your personal image.

We love hair and we do it well

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
Mount Kisco Deputy Mayor George Griffin Jr., 
pictured with family members, was nominated to 
state Sen. Greg Ball’s Veterans Hall of  Fame last 
week.

An agreement has been finalized for 
Phelps Memorial Hospital Center in Sleepy 
Hollow to join the North Shore-LIJ Health 
System, the first Westchester hospital to 
join.

The agreement, signed by North Shore-
LIJ President and Chief Executive Officer 
Michael Dowling and Phelps Chairman 
Richard Sinni, was previously approved by 
Phelps’ board of directors and the North 
Shore-LIJ board of trustees. 

Phelps becomes North Shore-LIJ’s 18th 
hospital and expands the health system’s 
presence beyond New York City and Long 
Island into Westchester. 

Phelps is a 58-year-old hospital with a 
rich legacy of exceptional care. The 238-
bed hospital and its nearly 1,700 employees 
care for more than 8,000 inpatients and 
about 325,000 outpatients, including more 
than 26,000 emergency visits  each year. 
The addition of Phelps’ 1,700 employees 
increases North Shore-LIJ’s workforce to 
about 50,000 – the largest private employer 
in New York State.

“As exciting as it is for North Shore-LIJ to 
move beyond its traditional service area of 
Long Island and the City of New York, the 
true beneficiaries of this new relationship 
will be the thousands of individuals and 
families in Westchester County who entrust 
their care to Phelps Memorial Hospital,”  
Dowling said. “We are committed to 
strengthening and expanding the clinical 
services that Phelps provides, ensuring that 
the hospital will continue to fulfill its mission 
as a full-service community hospital.”

As part of the agreement, North Shore-LIJ 
will invest in infrastructure improvements 
and clinical program expansion at Phelps. 

With a formal agreement signed, North 
Shore-LIJ will proceed to secure all necessary 
approvals to finalize the relationship, which 
is expected to occur later this fall.

Phelps Agrees to Join 
North Shore-LIJ Health 
System
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Byram Hills Lax Classic Sparks Big Turnout for Wounded Warrior
By Martin Wilbur

Usually when lacrosse teams face each 
other at any one of the area high schools, 
there is pressure to come out on top.

Everyone who played on Sunday at 
Byram Hills High School in Armonk was 
on the same side.

The school hosted its inaugural No 
Man Down Fall Lax Classic, an event 
that attracted 55 varsity, junior varsity 
and seventh- and eighth-grade squads 
and club teams from the lower Hudson 
Valley, Fairfield County, Conn. and 
Long Island. Proceeds from the event, 
totaling more than $50,000, were donated 
to the Wounded Warrior Project, an 
organization that assists wounded 
members of the nation’s armed services 
with services and support when they 
return home.

Coordinating Sunday’s event was 
no minor undertaking, and took 
contributions from a large portion of the 
Byram Hills lacrosse community, said 
Tom Grotta, one of the organizers of the 
No Man Down Classic.

Grotta said that a group of about 15 
Byram Hills parents and staff members 
came up with the idea after the school 
participated in another event in 
Connecticut last year on behalf of the 
Wounded Warrior Project. It received the 
support of Michael Gulino, director of 
athletics, physical education and health 

education at the high school.
“Everyone took on a responsibility and 

it ended up not falling on any one person’s 
shoulder,” said Grotta, who hopes No 
Man Down can be repeated annually. “It 
was great. It worked out great. It was hard 
but well done from all sides.”

Each team paid $500 to participate to 
go toward the charity, with many others 
raising additional funds on the side, 
he said. Lax.com and a variety of local 
businesses also were sponsors.

The day had special meaning for 
Gulino, whose 25-year-old son, Kevin, 
is a West Point graduate and has been 
serving in Iraq since June.

“Some of his classmates at West Point 
are benefitting from the work that 
Wounded Warriors does,” he said. “So I 
have a personal attachment to it.”

For about seven hours, there was a 
schedule of games featuring 7-on-7 
competition for the boys and 8-on-
8 for girls’ teams on a dozen different 
smaller-sized fields that had been set 
up. Organizers had to reach out to 
neighboring schools to borrow lacrosse 
nets and game officials donated their time 
to the cause, Gulino said.

Shortly after noon, Adam Silva, chief 
development officer for the Wounded 
Warrior Project, addressed the more than 
500 youngsters who comprised the teams 
and their parents and coaches. 

Silva, a 1993 West Point grad and a 
former lacrosse player, told the story of 
two servicemen, John Fernandez and 
Ben Harrow, who were  wounded serving 
overseas in 2003 and 2012, respectively. 

Through the help of Wounded Warrior 
and their own perseverance, Fernandez 
and Harrow, both former competitive 
lacrosse players, are living productive lives 
and making important contributions. 
Harrow, a double amputee, is currently 
undergoing painful bone lengthening 
procedures so he can be fit with prosthetic 
legs.

Silva said the goal of the organization 
is to help 100,000 wounded veterans by 
2017; today that number stands at 60,000.

“We don’t get there unless you come 
here,” Silva said. “What you do for us 
today enables us to fuel life-saving 
programs and services that simply save 
and change lives.”

Joe Barbagallo, coach of the Mahopac 
Middle School’s seventh- and eighth-
grade girls team, which participated 
on Sunday, said when Byram Hills 
reached out there was no hesitation to be 
represented.

“The cause is second to none,” 
Barbagallo said. “What a great day we’re 
having and to have all these kids coming 
here and playing for a cause like No Man 
Down, is just great.”

Silva said the Wounded Warrior Project 

has been “blessed” by the public’s support 
of the organization through sporting 
events, walkathons, runs and bake sales. 
In 2014, there have  been about 7,000 
events nationwide to raise money, and 
lacrosse supporters are a big part of that.

“We’re constantly amazed at the 
generosity of the American people,” 
Silva said, “but there’s something about 
the lacrosse community. There’s a deep 
connection all over the country.”

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO
Adam Silva, right, chief  development officer for 
the Wounded Warrior Project, with Beth and Tom 
Grotta, two of  the organizers for Sunday’s No 
Man Down Fall Lax Classic.
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Welcome to the 300th article 
written by The Home Guru 
for The Examiner over a six-
year period. Actually, the Guru 
gestated more than a dozen years 
ago for another publication as 
a way to promote the start-up 
business of a fledgling real estate 
agent. 

It was the tragedy of 9/11 that 
prompted me to take on a second 
job as a realtor as an adjunct to 
my public relations business. 
As a specialist in restaurant 
promotion, my business had 
taken a hit. Not knowing how 
safe travel would be after the 
terrorist attacks, my wife and I 
made a conscious decision that I should 
stay home for a while, rather than keep up 
the coast-to-coast travel schedule that I 
had maintained for years.  

That decision signaled panic time for 
me, a stranger in my own town where I 
spent maybe only 20 percent of my time. 
As I look back now, after a period of 
adjustment, it was the best decision I ever 
made. For the first time in my married 
life, I became June Cleaver’s husband, 
Ward.

In switching gears to make a living 
locally, I relied on two basic skills I 
utilized in public relations: salesmanship 
and writing. I decided to get into real 

estate because I had always had 
an interest in it and because I 
could arrange my time around 
what odd PR jobs I could pick 
up. 

Most of the stuff I was 
learning about real estate 
wasn’t enthralling, so when 
I first decided to write a 
column, I tried to personalize 
it. The feedback I received was 
encouraging. Over the years, 
The Home Guru has developed 
a life of its own.

I had every advantage in 
keeping my column about 
homes and real estate vibrant 
week after week, and I expect to 

be able to continue to do so for another 
300 columns and beyond when one 
considers that my subject matter involves 
where we are born, where we grow up, 
fall in love, marry, raise our children, 
experience great joy and sorrow, grow old 
and finally die. It is the very setting for 
our life’s experience, all the while filling 
one of our basic needs, that of shelter. 
How can it not be a vibrant component of 
our daily lives?

And, especially during the past dozen 
years, our life’s major investment has 
engaged us like never before. If you are old 
enough like me to have purchased a home 
30 or even 40 years ago, you experienced 

some normal ups and downs in the market 
and the value of your home. But what you 
saw in the giddy years of the Great Bubble 
(2002-07) and the Great Recession 
(2007-09) gave you a roller coaster ride 
that your parents or grandparents hadn’t 
experienced since the Great Depression. 
Most of us weathered it through together, 
and I had the opportunity to report on 
those years, both exultant and desperate, 
for you.

During these years, I witnessed great 
joy, sadness, challenge, opportunity, and 
yes, even prejudice and discrimination, 
despite all the federal, state and local laws 
we have in place to protect us against it.  

On the joyful side, I have most enjoyed 
working with young couples buying their 
first homes, like Jennifer and Tim Nelson, 
who found their dream home with me 
and, when they had their first baby, 
brought her by my home to introduce her 
to me. On the sad side, I’ve helped recent 
widows and widowers downsize their 
homes and possessions, trying not to 
shed tears with them in the process, and 
not succeeding very well. 

And I have touched the lives of people 
in trouble, such as the woman, reading the 
column I had written about the dangers of 
hoarding. She called me anonymously, in 
desperation, telling me that she was afraid 
that eventually she would be unable to get 
out of her own house in an emergency. 

I made some calls, and from what I 
understand, she is now getting the help 
she needs.

Time and again, I’ve shared with my 
readers that I’m no expert as a handyman, 
but a communicator of other artisans’ 
skills. Through my work, I’ve met scores 
of them who are some of the greatest men 
and women on the planet, and they’ve 
become good friends.

Finally, to satisfy my own ego, I just love 
it when I’m in a drugstore or restaurant 
and someone I don’t know approaches me 
and tells me that they love my columns. 

Public relations and real estate are 
keeping me busy nowadays, but my 
favorite job is writing this column for you 
every week. So, thank you, dear readers. 

Anybody who would like to have my 
book, which people tell me is funny, can 
buy it at www.TheHomeGuru.com.   

And, here’s to the next 300 columns!
Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 

with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.
com), specializing in lifestyles, real estate 
and development. His real estate site is: 
www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com and his 
blog is: www.TheHomeGuru.com. To 
engage the services of The Home Guru and 
his team to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

The Home Guru Reminisces About the Past Dozen Years

ROOFING • WINDOWS • SIDING • DOORS • SKYLIGHTS
DECKS • SEAMLESS GUTTERS • LEADERS • REPAIRS

Family Run. Owner Supervision on All Jobs.
Exceptional Quality and Service at Affordable Prices.
Visit our larger offi ce and showroom, Or we will 

BRING the showroom to you!
www.miraclehomeimprovements.com

We are your Home Improvement Specialists.

WC10415H99 • Lic# PC-1817
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2010 Albany Post Road, Croton-on-Hudson, NY 914.271.9119
   Robert & Mary Sniffen, Owners
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By Colette Connolly
What was once the North Castle Diner 

on Route 22 in North White Plains has 
been transformed into a bustling new 
eatery called the Townhouse Diner. 

Proprietors Irene and Gus Koutros 
opened in August with a completely 
different-looking restaurant that is 
bright, tastefully decorated and a great 
neighborhood place to eat. 

For the couple, this newest venture is 
an exciting one and an opportunity for 
them to provide a convenient service to 
customers living or working locally or 
those passing by on well-traveled Route 
22.

The long hours associated with 
running a diner is something Koutros 
and her husband are accustomed to. 
They both operated several diners in 
Brooklyn and Queens before moving to 
Westchester, but it is a business they love. 

Gus Koutros came to the United States 
from Greece when he was 14, working 
his way up from dishwasher and busboy 

to successful entrepreneur. The couple 
met while Irene was working as a cashier 
in one of his Brooklyn diners.

“I guess you could say we have a good 
worth ethic,” said Irene, also a native of 
Greece.

Koutros said the property was the 
“ultimate opportunity” for them to 
invest, given the fact that they could buy 
the land as opposed to leasing. 

“We put a lot of ourselves into this 
project, a lot of personal feeling, if 
you will,” said Koutros, referring to 
the brightly colored booths and the 
comfortable stools at the counter, among 
other features.

Like many Greek diners, there’s much 
to offer. The traditional Irish breakfast 
consisting of Irish bacon, sausage and 
black and white pudding is a popular 
item on the breakfast menu, in addition 
to omelets, pancakes, waffles, French 
toast, bagels and an assortment of baked 
goods delivered daily.

The lunch menu contains fresh salads 

with names like the Popeye (cucumber, 
red onion, walnuts and fresh tomatoes 
over fresh spinach), Malibu Dreaming 
(organic baby arugula, fresh strawberries, 
goat cheese, apple sticks and shaved 
almonds in a honey vinaigrette) and the 
Mama Mia (fresh Buffalo mozzarella and 
sweet tomato). All come with a healthy 
dose of fresh greens, fruit and nuts, as 
well as feta and goat cheese. 

In addition to the customary grilled 
chicken wrap, the Townhouse Diner 
makes other, more offbeat offerings. 

There’s the Fishermen’s Wrap, a 
combination of fried filet of sole with 
lettuce, tomato and tartar sauce, or 
the Bada Bing Wrap, which consists 
of grilled chicken, salami, mozzarella, 
lettuce and tomato. 

Italian dinner favorites like chicken 
parmigiana, penne alla vodka, fettuccine 
Alfredo and pasta primavera are sure to 
please. The diner also offers a number of 
veal plates and Italian chicken specialties.

No Greek diner would be complete 
without a host of Greek offerings. The 
Townhouse Diner offers the Athenian 
Platter, a beef and souvlaki combination 
served with rice pilaf, pita bread and 
Greek salad, as well as a chicken gyro, 
two-piece pork souvlaki and “Greek-
style” penne platters. 

Since the grand opening at the end of 
the summer, Koutros said she is noticing 
more repeat customers, many of them 
friendly locals who are eager to make the 
diner a favorite stop. 

Koutros said she equates the familiarity 
she had formed with customers in her 
Brooklyn and Queens diners to the 
camaraderie that is developing at the 
Townhouse Diner. 

“It feels a lot like Cheers,” she said, 
“where everybody knows your name.”

The Townhouse Diner is located 
at 720 N. Broadway. It is open seven 
days a week from 6 a.m. to midnight. 
To see the diner’s menu, visit www.
townhousedinerwhiteplains.com.

Bu
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ss o
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 Week

Townhouse Diner
North White Plains

Gus and Irene Koutros, owners of  the Townhouse 
Diner in North White Plains.
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Dr. Belinda S. Miles was appointed 
Westchester Community College’s 
(WCC) new president last Thursday 
by the State University of New York 
Board of Trustees during its meeting 
in New York City.

The vote approved the WCC Board 
of Trustees proposed selection of 
Miles. She is currently provost and 
executive vice president of access, 
learning and success at Cuyahoga 
Community College in Cleveland. The 
nationally-known academic leader 
will start in January at WCC, which 
has more than 13,000 credit students 
and 13,000 non-credit students in 
evening, weekend or online courses.

Miles has nearly 30 years of 
experience in higher education, 
primarily at the community college 
level.

“I am looking forward to this 
opportunity to engage with students, 
faculty, staff and the community to 
advance a comprehensive learning and 
success agenda,” Miles said. “Together 
we will work to expand Westchester 
Community College’s role in helping 
students achieve their academic and 
career goals.”

“I am very pleased to welcome Dr. 
Belinda Miles as the new president of 

the college,” said Michael Kaplowitz, 
chairman of the Westchester County 
Board of Legislators. “Westchester 
Community College is among the best 
public educational institutions in the 
country and Dr. Miles will uphold 
that standard. It is essential that we 

have an experienced, talented and 
dynamic leader for the Westchester 
Community College community, 
someone who has a clear vision for 
the college. I’m confident we’ve found 
that leader in Dr. Miles. The Board 
of Legislators looks forward to a long 
and productive partnership with Dr. 
Miles.”

Miles replaces the nation’s longest-
serving community college president, 
Dr. Joseph Hankin, who led the 
college since 1971. He announced his 
retirement last year. Interim President 
John F.M. Flynn, the college’s former 
vice president of academic affairs who 
has been serving as interim president 
since January, will stay on in the latter 
role until Miles takes over.

Miles has had a distinguished career, 
primarily in the area of community 
college leadership. Her record as a 
passionate advocate for the promotion 
of community college accessibility, 
an administrator who challenged 
and supported students through high 
quality academic programs and a 
leader focused on improving student 
success and completion outcomes, 
was built primarily in Cleveland.

She became provost and executive 
vice president at Cuyahoga Community 

College in 2011 with oversight of four 
campuses and multiple extension 
sites in Cleveland and surrounding 
suburbs. The institution serves 48,000 
students annually in a wide scope of 
career and transfer degree programs.

Miles previously served Cuyahoga as 
president of its eastern campus, dean 
of academic affairs and assistant dean 
of liberal arts. She has been affiliated 
with the institution since 2000. Her 
prior positions in higher education 
include faculty and administrator 
roles at LaGuardia Community 
College, Nassau Community College 
and Columbia University.

Originally from Queens, Miles 
attended public schools and the 
City University of New York’s York 
College, earning a bachelor’s degree 
in political science. She attained a 
masters in educational psychology 
and a doctorate in higher education 
organization and leadership 
development from Columbia 
University Teachers College.

She and her husband, Keith, will 
relocate to Westchester. Their son, 
Gordon, recently graduated from 
Tuskegee University with a degree in 
engineering and is employed in that 
field.

Westchester Community College Names New President

 Apple Bank                    Savings Account:
 Great Rate and a Bonus on Each 1-Year Anniversary!

BONUS 

PLUS 0.25% 
On each 1-year anniversary of account opening

BONUS**

$25,000 minimum to earn stated rate
0.75% 

APY*

  Savings AccountBONUS

*For the Apple Bank BONUS Savings account, interest earned on daily balances of $2,500 or more at these tiers: $2,500-$24,999: .10% Annual Percentage Yield (APY), $25,000 and up: .75% APY.  There is no interest paid on bal-
ances of $0-$2,499.  APYs disclosed effective as of July 1, 2014.  APYs may be changed at any time at the Bank’s discretion.  There is a minimum of $2,500 required to open the Apple Bank BONUS Savings account.  $2,500 mini-
mum daily balance is required to avoid $10 monthly maintenance fee.  Fees may reduce earnings.  Funds used to open this account cannot be from an existing Apple Bank account. Maximum deposit amount is $1,000,000 
per household.  **Special bonus feature:  A .25% simple interest rate bonus will be paid on each anniversary date of account opening on the lowest balance for that year (anniversary date to anniversary date).  No bonus is 
paid if the account balance is less than $2,500 on the anniversary date.  Additional deposits during a given anniversary period do not affect the bonus interest payment.  Deposits made to the account on any anniversary date 
will be used to calculate the lowest account balance for the next anniversary period. The bonus interest is calculated on the lowest balance on deposit from one anniversary date to the next anniversary date.  Simple interest 
rate bonus is subject to change at any time after first anniversary date of account opening. Hypothetical example of how bonus works:  Assume an account is opened on July 1, 2014 for $50,000.  A $10,000 withdrawal is 
made on February 15, 2015.  No other withdrawals are made prior to the July 1, 2015 anniversary date.  The low balance is now $40,000, so $100 in bonus interest will be paid on July 1, 2015.

Marianne Volpi
Assistant Vice President, Branch Manager

Rose Hill Shopping Center, Thornwood
914-769-8400

Visit us today!
Established 1863 · Member FDIC

www.applebank.com

apple bk - EXAMINER - BONUS ACCOUNT (9-14).indd   1 9/10/2014   4:20:44 PM

Dr. Belinda S. Miles



November 11 - November 17, 2014www.TheExaminerNews.com 23

There are 
certain producers 
that I’ve come to 
admire over the 
years that I’ve 
been consuming 
wines. What 
started out as a 
long list has been 
whittled down to 
a rather select few. 

Most of them are French (Burgundy and 
Bordeaux) and Italian (predominantly 
from Piedmont and Tuscany). Although 
the group is rather small, there are several 
standouts. 

This week I’d like to focus on one 
of them. My decision to focus on the 
Damilano family winery 
in Piedmont stems from 
1) a wine tasting I’ve 
conducted and 2) a wine 
sample I received in the 
mail. 

I’ve been following 
the Damilano family – 
with glass in hand – for 
several decades. Not 
intensely, but as often as I come across a 
particular offering.

The family wine business dates back to 
the family’s great grandfather, Giuseppe 
Borgono, who began selling his wines in 
1890. Today, his four grandchildren run 

the winery, producing nearly 30,000 cases 
annually.     

While they are best known for their 
world-class Barolos, they have honed 
their skills over the last 124 years – and 
broadened their holdings and production. 
They now produce a number of offerings 
that are indigenous to Piedmont. 

The family is highly respected for their 
red wines, especially their signature 
Barolos, so designated since they are 
produced in the Barolo geographic area, 
from Nebbiolo grapes. These single 
vineyard and blended wines are produced 
in several famous micro areas of Barolo, 
notably Langhe, Cannubi, La Morra and 
Novello. Five unique bottlings come from 
these areas. 

The Barberas (the 
variety of grape) are 
cultivated in the micro 
areas of Asti, Serralunga 
and Alba.

The family also 
produces Dolcetto (the 
grape varietal) wines 
from the Alba area. 

The beauty of each 
of these wines is that they are readily 
available in our area, at reasonable 
(for Piedmont) prices. Two local wine 
merchants who share my enthusiasm 
for Damilano, and stock a representative 
sampling are Thierry Pradines of Best 

Wine Purveyors in Pleasantville and 
John Bueti of Mount Kisco Wines & 
Spirits.

The wines I’ve enjoyed include:
Barolo Cannubi. This is the pinnacle 

of the Damilano offerings. This micro 
region is only 84 acres, (of which 
Damilano owns or controls one-third of 
vineyard production) yet is considered 
by many to be the premier vineyard 
area in all of Italy. Many Barolos are 
unapproachable when young, requiring 
10 to 20 years to mature. But not the 
Damilano. The 2008 I recently sampled 
was from the American marketing 
representative. It was a complex wine 
with rounded tannins, plus aromas and 
flavors redolent of the very forests and 
soil in which the Nebbiolo grape thrives. 
If you enjoy big, robust wines with 
esoteric aromas and flavors, as I do, then 
seek out this amazing Barolo. 

Barolo Lecinquevigne. This is a perfect 
introduction to Barolos. While many are 
produced from single vineyards, this is 
a blend of five vineyards in the broader 
denominations of the Barolo region. (The 
name itself means “the five vineyards.”) 

Unlike other Barolos, this gem may be 
consumed young. It has a soft mouthfeel, 
but a long and compelling finish. Think 
roses, truffles, dried herbs with notes 
of leather and tar, typical nomenclature 
ascribed to the Nebbiolo grape. 

Barbera d’Asti. I’ve poured this wine 
at wine tastings for the last five years and 
it has always been well-received. It is a 
wine made for red sauces and wild game. 
Matched with a hearty dish of pasta 
with a rich wild boar sauce sends me to 
culinary nirvana. This is a perennially 
earthy wine, with an exceptional balance 
of fruit and acidity. It is redolent of 
black cherries and plums, with hints of 
pungent, earthy mushrooms.

November and December mark the 
short window of the Piedmont truffle 
season; New York restaurants are offering 
special menus. If you indulge, be sure to 
try one of the Damilano wines, grown in 
the same geographic area. You won’t be 
disappointed with this match made in 
heaven.

Nick Antonaccio is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 15 years 
he has conducted wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results 
in instinctive behavior. You can reach him 
at nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or 
on Twitter @sharingwine.

By Nick Antonaccio

A Vicarious Tour Through the Hills of Piedmont
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By Jacob Kussmaul
For nearly 50 years, The Association’s 

unique blend of close harmonies, large-
than-life production techniques and 
indelible hooks has helped the Los Angeles-
based band sustain widespread popularity. 

The Association, most remembered for 
crafting such classics as “Along Comes 
Mary,” “Never My Love” and “Windy,” is 
nearing the end of its 2014 tour schedule 
but the group’s local fans will have a chance 
to see them perform this Friday, Nov. 14 at 
Paramount Hudson Valley in Peekskill. The 
concert begins at 8 p.m. 

Despite inevitable strife, The Association 
has kept an assiduous touring ethic, as well 
as a consistent rapport with diehard fans 
and newcomers. 

The band’s origins date back to 1964. 
During this time, a musical and cultural 
shift had taken place in which rock music 
was on the verge of becoming a staple 
format. Furthermore, this change had 
solidified the notion that rock music was 
much bigger than a mere fad—it was here 
to stay.

At the forefront of the California music 
scene, an 11-piece, multi-instrumental 
vocal group, simply called “The Men,” was 
founded. As pioneers of the “folk rock” 
subgenre, this marked the first in a series of 
feats which would ultimately earn them an 
identity.

From the ashes of The Men, six 
members would create the foundation for 

a new group known as The Association the 
following year. Each member assumed the 
role of vocalist with various other duties. 
This lineup consisted of lead guitarist Jules 
Gary Alexander, bassist Brian Cole, rhythm 
guitarists Russ Giguere and Bob Page, 
percussionist Terry Kirkman and drummer 
Ted Bluechel. Page was replaced by Jim 
Yester, who, in addition to playing rhythm 
guitar, has served as the band’s lead vocalist 
until then.

 In 1966, the band realized a burst of 
success. The single, “Along Comes Mary,” 
off their debut album “And Then…Along 
Comes the Association,” climbed the 
Billboard Top Ten. The band’s follow-up 
single, “Cherish,” from the same album, 

capitalized on its success and gave the band 
its first number one hit. 

After a disappointing response to their 
second album “Renaissance,” there was a 
switch in personnel. Hawaii native singer-
guitarist, Hilario “Larry” Ramos, of Filipino, 
Chinese and Spanish descent, served as 
Alexander’s replacement. At the time, the 
inclusion of the multiethnic Ramos was 
considered a daring move in the popular 
music scene.  

In spite of this, Ramos aptly revitalized 
the band’s success as the lead guitarist and 
shared lead vocals on The Association’s next 
two big hits, “Never My Love” and “Windy.” 
However, his exposure to a broader 
audience wasn’t embraced immediately. 

In an interview with the Honolulu Star-
Advertiser, Guy Aoki, one of his frequent 
interviewers, recalled instances of alleged 
racial discrimination.

“Ramos was subjected to racial barbs … 
and he had to confront suspicious whites 
when groups toured the South,” Aoki was 
quoted as saying. 

As an Asian-American, Ramos broke 
down cultural barriers, and “…helped 
pave the way for future stars like Don Ho, 
Yvonne Elliman, Far East Movement and 
Bruno Mars,” Aoki said. 

Although he had rejoined the band in 
recent years, Ramos decided to retire after 
being diagnosed with metastatic melanoma 
last year. He died on April 30 at 72. In light 
of his passing, Tracy, his daughter, revisited 
a conversation they had during his illness in 
a touching Facebook post:

“I said, ‘Well, Daddy, it looks like we’re 
going to have to finish your bucket list, what 
it is you still want to do?’ He simply said, 
‘Nothing honey, I’ve done it all.’”

Larry’s brother, Del, has taken his place, 
and will continue to carry on his legacy.

Tickets for The Association’s concert at 
Paramount Hudson Valley, located at 1008 
Brown St., are $30 for upper mezzanine, $35 
for front mezzanine and $45 for orchestra 
seating, and must be picked up at the door. 
For more information, call 914-739-0039 or 
visit www.paramounthudsonvalley.com.

Visit 
Kevin Kane  
and the Grifters 
on Spotify

Newest Single: Disproportionate Pain
kevinkaneandthegrifters.com

Kevin Kane
“Ridiculously  
independent…
only music”

The Association, which will celebrate its 50th anniversary next year, will be in concert this Friday night at 
Paramount Hudson Valley in Peekskill.

Along Comes ‘60s Hit Makers The Association at Peekskill’s Paramount
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QUESTIONS TO ASK
      Does the coverage INCLUDE ALL THE HOSPITALS in your area?                                                YES

      Do you pay a SET AMOUNT FOR MEDICAL SERVICES, like a $60 copay for an MRI,                
YESinstead of an unknown amount, like a percentage?

      Can you see a specialist WITHOUT A REFERRAL?                                                                       YES

      Is there an option to choose a plan with DENTAL COVERAGE?                                                   YES

      Are you covered up to $5,000 FOR NON-EMERGENCY CARE when traveling?                           YES

Shopping

Join us to ask, learn and understand at a free informational
meeting:
Date     Place                                                                        Time
11/12     303 S. Broadway–Tarrytown                               2:30 pm
            Ground Level Plaza, Cafeteria Conf. Room
11/13     Jefferson Valley Mall–Yorktown Heights            10:00 am 
            Community Room (behind Food Court)          & 2:30 pm
11/19     303 S. Broadway–Tarrytown                               10:00 am
            Ground Level Plaza, Cafeteria Conf. Room
11/20    Jefferson Valley Mall–Yorktown Heights            10:00 am
            Community Room (behind Food Court)
11/21     Radisson Hotel New Rochelle                            10:00 am
11/24     303 S. Broadway–Tarrytown                              10:00 am
            Ground Level Plaza, Cafeteria Conf. Room
A sales person will be present with information and applications.
For accommodation of persons with special needs at sales 
meetings call 1-888-280-6205.

1-888-280-6205
Monday–Friday, 8 am–5 pm ET
MVP’s Medicare Customer 
Care Center: 1-800-665-7924 
Call 7 days a week, 8 am–8 pm
TTY: 1-800-662-1220

joinMVPmedicare.com

The annual election period for MVP Health Care Medicare Advantage health plans is Oct. 15–Dec. 7, 2014. MVP Health Plan, Inc. is an
HMO-POS/PPO organization with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in MVP Health Plan depends on contract renewal. The benefit infor-
mation provided is a brief summary, not a complete description of benefits. For more information contact the plan. Limitations, copay-
ments and restrictions may apply. Benefits, formulary, pharmacy network, provider network, premium and/or copayments/coinsurance
may change on January 1 of each year. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium. Y0051_2420 Accepted     WE
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Health Care
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for a
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Tuesday, Nov. 11
Italian Language and Culture With 

Mara De Matteo. De Matteo, born and 
raised in Italy, combines lively conversation 
with grammatical instruction in her 
classes, creating interactive lessons on the 
richness of Italian culture, past and present, 
through real-life anecdotes, literature, 
personal memoirs, films and photography. 
North Castle Public Library, 195 S. Greeley 
Ave., Chappaqua. Beginners from 6:30 to 
7:15 p.m. Advanced Italian speakers from 
7:15 to 8 p.m. Free. Meets every Tuesday. 
Info: 914-273-3887.

Wednesday, Nov. 12
Zumba Fitness. Achieve long-term 

benefits while having a blast in one 
exciting hour of calorie-burning, body-
energizing, awe-inspiring movements 
meant to engage and captivate for life. For 
all fitness levels. Dance Emotions, 75 S. 
Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. Every Monday 
and Wednesday at 9 a.m. and Saturdays at 
10 a.m. Drop in or weekly discount rates 
available. Info: Contact Peggy at 914 960-
4097.

Mother Nature Story Time. Enjoy fall 
days with nature-themed stories, nature 
walks, live animals and/or crafts in this six-
week session. For children two to four years 
old; with a parent or caregiver. Greenburgh 
Nature Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 
10 to 11 a.m. Members: $50 per child. Non-
members: $90 per child. Rates will be pro-
rated if joined mid-session. Prepayment 
and  pre-registration required. Info and 
pre-registration: 914-723-3470 or visit 
www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Mommy Meet Up. Whether it’s your 
first child or your fifth, this program 
is a great way to get out of the house, 
meet new friends and enjoy time with 
your baby. For newborns birth to eight 
months old and their moms. Romperee 
Indoor Playground at World Cup Nursery 
School & Kindergarten 160 Hunts Lane, 
Chappaqua, 10:15 to 11 a.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday (except holidays). Info: 914-
238-9267 ext. 20.

Senior Benefits Information Center. 
Counselors offer older adults one-on-
one counseling covering a broad range 
of topics including Medicare health and 
prescription plans, food stamps, HEAP, 
EPIC, weatherization, minor home repair 
and tax relief programs. Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 Main St., Mount 
Kisco. 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Free. Every 
Wednesday. Info: 914-231-3260.

Support Group for Alzheimer’s 
Caregivers. Temple Shaaray Tefila and 
Westchester Jewish Community Services 
have scheduled this forum to provide 
a place for caregivers to discuss their 
feelings, share their experiences and 
support one another. A specialist from 
the Alzheimer’s Association will lead the 
group and provide educational materials 

and information. All welcome. Temple 
Shaaray Tefila’s Youth Lounge, 89 Baldwin 
Rd., Baldwin Corners. 11 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. Free. Meets the second and fourth 
Wednesday of each month. Registration 
required. Info and registration: Contact 
the Alzheimer’s Association at 800-272-
3900 or visit www.alz.org/hudsonvalley.

Cool Stories for the School-Aged 
Crowd. A story plus a related activity 
based on a theme.  Led by the library’s 
Miss Debbie. For children five to seven 
years old. Mount Pleasant Public Library, 
350 Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 3:30 to 4:15 
p.m. Free. Every Wednesday. Info: 914-
769-0548.

Knitting Club. Come learn to knit, or if 
you already know how, bring your current 
project and enjoy a visit with other knitters 
and crocheters. Beginners should bring 
a pair off size 8 or 10 straight knitting 
needles and skein or worsted weight yarn. 
Open to knitters and crocheters 10 years 
old and up. Mount Kisco Public Library, 
100 E. Main St., Mount Kisco. 4 to 5:30 
p.m. Free. Meets every Wednesday. Info: 
914-666-8041.

Wednesday Night Bingo. Regular 
bingo tickets and specials available for sale. 
Includes coffee, tea and hot chocolate. Hot 
dogs and soda for sale. Holy Rosary School, 
180 Bradhurst Ave., Hawthorne. Doors 
open at 6 p.m. Games start at 7:20 p.m. $2 
(for one card). Extra game cards may be 
purchased for $2 or $3 each along with a 
few specialty games. Every Wednesday.

Art Series Discussion. French sculptor 
Jean-Baptiste Carpeaux, who broke with 
traditional styles of his time to create 
historical subjects and individual portraits 
in a freer and more naturalistic manner, 
will be discussed. Led by Professor Valerie 
Franco. North Castle Public Library, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 7 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887 or www.
northcastlelibrary.org.

“Coco Chanel--Fashion 
Revolutionary.” The New Castle 
Historical Society presents this discussion 
about Madame Coco Chanel, one of the 
most successful and influential women 
of the 20th century. Her fashion legacy is 
recognizable worldwide and is as fresh and 
wearable today as it was when this hard-
driving woman set out to change women’s 
lives through the clothes they wear. Led by 
Yulia Omelich, owner of the Chappaqua 
boutique COUTUREDossier. Horace 
Greeley House, 100 King St., Chappaqua. 
7 p.m. Free. Space limited; reservations 
recommended. Info and reservations: 914-
238-4666 or at the museum.

Sustainable Westchester: What’s the 
Plan for Green Economic Development? 
The Northern Westchester Energy Action 
Consortium (NWEAC) and the Southern 
Westchester Action Consortium (SWEAC) 
have been blazing new paths toward 
sustainability by assisting municipalities in 

reducing reliance on fossil fuels, adopting 
sustainable policies and practices, and 
stimulating new “green” economic activity. 
These two dynamic organizations have 
merged to form a new nonprofit entity, 
Sustainable Westchester. Meet the leaders 
and learn about its initiatives. Greenburgh 
Nature Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 
Refreshments at 7 p.m. Program at  7:30 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit 
www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Inter-tidal Plants of the Hudson River 
Lecture. Bedford Audubon welcomes 
Dr. Robert Naczi, a plant systematist 
at the New York Botanical Garden, 
who will discuss the ecology, beauty, 
identification challenges,and importance 
of the intertidal plants, considered some 
of the most important plants that thrive in 
eastern North American estuaries. He will 
also discuss their prospects for continued 
survival. Katonah Village Library’s 
Garden Room, 26 Bedford Rd., Katonah. 
Refreshments at 7 p.m. Program at 7:30 
p.m. Free. Info:  914-232-1999.

Bedford Chamber Concert Series. 
Violist Danielle Farina and cellist Ed Aaron, 
along with series director and pianist 
Tony Newman, will be featured. Works 
include a viola sonata written by Johann 
Nepomuk Hummel, a student of Mozart 
and close friend of Beethoven; Newman’s 
composition, “On the Planets for Viola and 
Piano;” Beethoven’s “Eyeglass” duet for 
cello and viola; and his rarely-heard Piano 
Quartet in C, which Beethoven wrote at 
age 15. Fellowship Hall at St. Matthew’s 
Church, 382 Cantitoe St., Bedford. 8 p.m. 
$35. Info and tickets: 914-522-5150 or visit 
www.bedfordchamberconcerts.org. 

Thursday, Nov. 13
Musical Munchkins. Early childhood 

mommy-n-me music, age specific classes 
for  babies and one- to four-year-olds. Take 
a free class. Thursdays through Dec. 3. 
Emanuel Lutheran Church, 197 Manville 
Rd., Pleasantville. Check website or call for 
details. Info: 914-771-7000 or visit www.
musicalmunchkins.com.

Let Your Yoga Dance Classes. The 
popular Kripalu noon dance class is now 
in Chappaqua! Combines easy dance, 
gentle yoga and great music. Come join 
this noncompetitive, heart pumping and 
joyful experience. Drop-ins welcome. 
Dance Emotions, 75 S. Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua.10 a.m. $20 per 75-minute 
class. Every Tuesday and Thursday. Info: 
914-238-8974 or email claudiayogadance@
gmail.com.

Manhattanville College School of 
Business Open House. An overview 
of Manhattanville’s graduate business 
programs, advanced certificates and what 
to expect when applying and enrolled. 
Prospective students will be given the 
opportunity to meet with program 
directors, admissions staff, financial aid 

staff and representatives from student 
services as well as current students. Those 
who attend the open house will receive 
an application fee waiver. Reid Castle at 
Manhattanville College, 2900 Purchase St., 
Purchase. 6:30 to 8 p.m. Free. Registration 
required. Info and registration: e-mail 
business@mville.edu or visit www.mville.
edu/business.

Zumba Fitness Class. Addie-Tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza (lower level), Pleasantville. 7 to 8 
p.m. $15 a class. $29 for four classes. $55 
for eight classes. Meets every Thursday. 
Also Saturdays from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. Info: 
917-215-1720, e-mail AddietudeDance@
gmail.com or visit www.Addie-tude.com. 

Helping Our Children: The Role 
of the Family in Addressing Mental 
Health Needs. The EVEN Program, a 
joint effort created by Byram Hills High 
School and the University of Michigan 
to fight the stigma of mental illness and 
to provide educational opportunities, 
is sponsoring a day of mental wellness, 
followed by an evening event for parents, 
educators, mental health professionals and 
family members. The evening program 
will feature an expert panel moderated 
by sportscaster and former NFL player 
Ahmad Rashad. Byram Hills High School, 
12 Tripp Lane, Armonk. 7 to 8:30 p.m. 
Free. RSVP to evenevent@yahoo.com.

Friday, Nov. 14
Zumba Gold. Try this low-impact 

approach to Zumba for the older active 
adult and baby boomer with the same 
sassy, sweaty, fun-filled cardio workout in 
an easy learning environment. Ongoing 
classes; drop-ins welcome. Addie-tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza, Pleasantville. 11 a.m. to noon. $12. 
Four- and eight-week cards available. 
Meets every Friday. Info: 914-747-0808 or 
email instructor at olin.amyj@gmail.com.

Magic: The Gathering  With Lucas. 
Drop-in and play. Beginners and 
experienced players welcome. For students 
in grades 7-12. Chappaqua Public Library, 
195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 3:30 to 
4:30 p.m. Free. Fridays through Dec. 19 
(except Nov. 28). Info: 914-238-4779 or 
www.chappaqualibrary.org.

#BetterinBalance Thanksgiving Style. 
Even Turkey Day can be #betterinbalance. 
Stop by Northern  Westchester Hospital’s 
table for nutritious but delicious treats and 
activities to help you and your family stay 
active and healthy on Thanksgiving Day. 
For students in grades 6-12. Chappaqua 
Public Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua. 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. Free. Info: 
914-238-4779 or www.chappaqualibrary.
org.

“Oliver!” Bedford Community Theatre 
brings to life Dickens’ timeless story of 
the boy who asked for more. Directed 

continued on page 28

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
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Creative and Unique 
Dishes at Restaurants 
in Westchester
By Jerry Eimbinder

This is the first of a series about 
creative dishes. It is intended for anyone 
intrigued by trying new and exciting 
selections prepared by imaginative chefs. 
Both appetizers and entrées possessing 
“significant differences” are covered.

At Sweet Grass Grill in Tarrytown, 
owner David Starkey fearlessly substitutes 
Asian jackfruit for lamb or minced meat 
in his Shepherd’s Pie and at MP Taverna in 
Irvington, Chef Michael Psilakis creates an 
awesome, tempting taste for his meatballs 
by combining lamb and pork with beef.

At Rini’s in Elmsford, owner Leo 
Cattarini breaks tradition by putting 
raspberries in tiramisu. This treat and 
other distinctive desserts will be covered 
soon in another installment. Some articles 
will include recipes.

Our appetizer/entrée guide to the 
daring-to-be-different exploits of local 
chefs follows. 

A to L
Baked Escargots. Glazed with garlic 

custard, fine dusted with roasted hazelnuts. 
Tomato purée reduction, pesto. $17 
appetizer or $31 entrée. La Panetière, Rye. 
914-967-8140.

Billi-Bi. French mussel soup with 
saffron cream. La Crémaillère, Bedford. 
914-234-9647.

Bistecca dello Chef. Top round slowly 
braised beef, cippolini onions, porcini 
mushrooms, roasted butternut squash. 
Natural au jus over seared gnocchi. Amore, 
Armonk. 914-273-3535.

Branzino. Apples, raisons, pinenuts, 
Pinot Grigio sauce. $24. Il Sorriso, 
Irvington. 914-591-2525.

Chocolate Ravioli. Butternut squash, 
chestnuts, garlic sage, brown butter, parsnip 
purée. $18. Moderne Barn, Armonk. 914-
730-0001.

Churrasco. Grilled skirt steak topped 
with quail egg. Lobster and sweet plantain 
Chino-Latino fried saffron, lime garlic 
Mojito. $29. Sonora, Port Chester. 914-
933-0200.

Crudo di Passera. Panzanella salad, 
toasted torn filone bread, tomato conserva, 
olives, basil, fluke. Champagna at Bedford 
Post Inn, Bedford. 914-234-6386.

Euf du Roi. Goat cheese, potato cake on 
top of ratatouille topped with poached egg. 
Le Jardin du Roi, Chappaqua. 

Game Burgers. Wild boar, elk and 
venison. Bridge View Tavern, Sleepy 
Hollow. 914-332-0078.

Gnocchi Filetto di Pomodoro. Sweet 
potato, prosciutto, onions, tomato sauce. 
$17.95. Rini’s Restaurant & Wine Bar, 
Elmsford. 914-592-6799.

King Crab Legs. Not frozen. Seasonal 

availability. Eastchester Fish Gourmet, 
Scarsdale. 914-725-3450.

Langoustine Tempura. Lobster, truffle 
Crustacean sauce, porcini, chestnut 
risotto. Equus at the Castle Hotel & Spa, 
Tarrytown. 914-631-1980.

LaZanni. “Pasta-less lasagne.” Eggplant, 
zucchini, carrots, spinach, shiitake 
mushrooms, ricotta and goat cheese, basil, 
tomato sauce. Via Vanti, Mount Kisco. 
914-666-6400.

Leg of Lamb Panini. Eggplant, feta 
cheese, herbs and salad or fries. $17. Pinch 
American Grill, Yonkers. 914-457-2541.

Linguine. Topped with shrimp, scallops, 
clams, mussels, calamari. $21.95. Buon 
Amici, White Plains. 914-997-1399.

Lobster and Chili. White-bean chili, 
roasted tomatoes. $18. Ruby’s Oyster Bar 
& Bistro, Rye. 914-921-4166.

Lobster Cheese Fondue. Lobster 
and crab bisque, Butterkäse and fontina 
cheeses, lobster, lemon juice, scallions. 
Melting Pot, White Plains. 914-993-6358.

Lobster and Shrimp Quinoa Salad. 
Grilled vegetables, truffle balsamic drizzled 
and roasted pistachio gremolata. Roasted 
Peppers, Mamaroneck. 914-341-1140.

M to Z
Mac’ Attack. Burger. Topped with 

macaroni and cheese and bacon. Pretzel 
bun. $18. Emma’s Ale House, White Plains. 
914-683-3662.

Maine Mussels in Spicy Lobster Bisque. 
RiverMarket Bar & Grill, Tarrytown. 914-
631-3100.

Moroccan Duck Breast. Spices, honey, 
Japanese citrus, orange juice. Winston, 
Mount Kisco. 914-244-9780.

Moules Frites. Prince Edward Island 
mussels steamed with garlic and white 
wine. $23. Red Hat on the River, Irvington. 
914-591-5888.

Mushroom Toast. Grilled country 
bread, confit wild mushrooms, melted 
gruyere, marsala, fried egg. Dinner 
appetizer or brunch entrée. Harper’s, 
Dobbs Ferry. 914-693-2306.

New Yorker. Corned beef and pastrami 
topped with melted Swiss cheese on rye 
with sauerkraut and Russian dressing. 
Muscoot Tavern, Somers. 914-232-2800.

Oaxaca Queso Frito. (Mexican version 
of mozzarella sticks) Fried Oaxaca cheese. 
Salsa Verde. $7.95. Tomatillo, Dobbs Ferry. 
914-478-2300.

Octopus a la Gallega. Sliced octopus, 
bell pepper, heirloom potato, olive, basil, 
arugula. Pimentón lemon dressing. $15. 
Fig & Olive, Scarsdale. 914-725-2900.

Octopus Salad. Warm octopus. Finely 
cut spicy Nori seaweed on potato salad. 
Japanese Yuzu vinaigrette. $15. Haymount 
House, Briarcliff Manor. 914-502-0080. 

Parmigiano-Encrusted Halibut. 
Sautéed spinach, lemon beurre blanc 
sauce. Sapori, White Plains. 914-684-8855.

Pastrami Panini. House-smoked 
pastrami. Sourdough bread, cheddar 
cheese, sautéed onions. Plates, Larchmont. 

914-834-1244.
Pollo con Coda d’Arragosta Aurora. 

Chicken breast stuffed with lobster tail. 
Brandy, cream, mushroom/tomato sauce. 
Mulino’s, White Plains. 914-761-1818.

Pork Cheeks. Chestnut purée. Tarry 
Tavern, Tarrytown. 914-332-1625.

Pork Chop Milanese. Il Sogno, Port 
Chester. 914-937-7200.

Pork Chop Scarpariello. Sweet sausage, 
peppers, over linguini. $20.50. McArthur’s, 
Pleasantville. 914-773-4281.

Prawns Al Taleggio. Stuffed with lobster, 
crab meat, scallops, shrimp. Sprinkled with 
bread crumbs, over spinach. Scampi sauce. 
$32. Taleggio, White Plains. 914-259-8446.

Rotolini di Spinaci. Pasta rolls with 
spinach, ricotta, pesto cream, tomato 
concasse. Don Tommaso’s Bistro Italiano, 
Yorktown Heights. 914-302-7900.

Seafood Bowlful. Mussels, clams, 
shrimp, calamari and scallops in light 
tomato sauce. $21.75. Le Fontane, Katonah. 
914-232-9619.

Shrimp with Maryland Blue Crab 
Stuffing. Stuffed jumbo shrimp with 
baby vegetables. $32.95. Traveler’s Rest, 
Ossining. 914-941-7744.

Skate, Hot or Cold. Hot, the skate is 
served with eggplant, tabasco, tomatillos. 
Cold, accompanied by alliums, madeira, 
arugula. Either at $26. Hopscotch, Croton-
on-Hudson. 914-271-1100.

Stuffed Tomatoes or Stuffed Peppers. 
Lefteris Gyro, Mount Kisco, 914-242-8965 
or Yonkers, 914-437-8490. (Not offered at 
Tarrytown location.)

Tsoutsoukakia Meatballs. Meatball 
appetizer made from lamb, pork, ground 
beef, garlic, other ingredients. Tomato 
sauce. $9.50. MP Taverna, Irvington. 914-
231-7854.

Vegan Shepherd’s Pie. Roasted Asian 
jackfruit, mashed potato, lentil, carrot, 
mushroom. $15. Sweet Grass Grill, 
Tarrytown. 914-631-0000.

Venison Osso Buco. Highland Farms 
venison. Mobius Fields’ blue Hubbard 
squash, purple potatoes, Juniper berry 
sauce. Crabtree’s Kittle House, Chappaqua. 
914-666-8044.

Origins of Dishes
Ethan Kostbar, executive chef at 

Moderne Barn in Armonk, explained why 
chocolate ravioli was chosen for the menu. 

“I wanted to put a vegetarian pasta dish 
on the menu, be creative and represent fall 
in its fullest,” he said. “I liked the nuttiness 
of using brown butter, toasted chestnuts, 
lemon and garlic. We use this mix to toss 
the chocolate raviolis after they’re cooked. 
We then cook the parsnips, steep them in 
milk, and then puree it for the base of the 
dish. To complete the dish, we stuff the 
chocolate raviolis with butternut squash 
puree.”

“Billi-Bi was named after American 
industrialist William B. Leeds who was a 
regular customer at Maxine’s when Chef 
Louis Barthe created it,” Bedford’s La 
Crémaillère proprietor Robert Meyzen 
said. “It’s an elegant French mussel soup 
made of mussel stock, white wine, onions 
and celery with fresh cream.” 

Glenn Vogt, a co-owner of RiverMarket 
Bar & Kitchen in Tarrytown with John 
Crabtree, explained why Maine mussels in 
spicy lobster bisque became the restaurant’s 
most popular seafood item. 

“It’s a great combination of intense 
flavors — mussels, lobster meat and 
padrón peppers,” he said. “The mussels are 
plump and meaty and the piece of toasted 
Italian country bread we put on the side is 
perfect for soaking up all of the delicious 
leftover bisque.”

“We picked the name LaZanni not just 
as a play on the word lasagne,” said Scott 
Mason, a partner at Via Vanti in Mount 
Kisco, “but also because of our restaurant’s 
iconic harlequin-style figure —dubbed 
Zanni after the clever servant characters in 
the Commedia dell’arte.” 

“The Italian word zanni is also where 
our word ‘zany’ comes from,” he added. 
“The Commedia dell’arte was the first form 
of improvisational theater in the western 
world; we thought a representative of that 
art form accorded well with our creative, 
improvisational cuisine.” 

Examiner’s Guide to Dishes With ‘Significant Differences’
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by June O’Neill and produced by Teresa 
Donkin. Music Director is Kirk Ehrenreich, 
with Choreography by Jennifer Jonas and 
costumes by Marcus Jackson. Bedford Hills 
Community House, 74 Main St., Bedford 
Hills. 7 p.m. $20. Also Nov. 15 and 22 at 2 
and 7 p.m. Nov. 16 and 23 at 2 p.m. and Nov. 
21 at 7 p.m. Info and tickets: Visit www.
bedfordcommunitytheatre.org or e-mail 
bedfordcommunitytheatre@gmail.com. 

Friday Night Cinema and 
Conversation: “My House in Umbria.” 
Directed by Richard Loncraine and 
based on William Trevor’s novella of the 
same name, this 2003 feature stars the 
irascible Maggie Smith as an eccentric 
Englishwoman living in Italy. The Emmy 
and Golden Globe-nominated film 
examines how the lives of several people 
are affect by one explosive event. Led by 
Professor Valerie Franco. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887 
or www.northcastlelibrary.org.

Friday Night Film Series: “Sister.” 
A 12-year-old boy named Simon lives 
in an apartment block near a ski resort 
in Switzerland with his older sister, 
Louise, who spends most of her time 
with various boyfriends. Simon innately 
thinks it’s his responsibility to support 
them so he frequently visits the ski resort 
to steal equipment and sell it to tourists. 
Westchester Community College’s Gateway 
Center, 75 Grasslands Rd., Valhalla. Doors 
open at 7:10 p.m. Refreshments at 7:30 p.m. 
Screening at 7:50 p.m. $11. Seniors: $10. 
Info and tickets: Contact Bob Bruckenthal 
at 914-723-3186. 

“Hansel and Gretel.” Purchase Opera 
will be presenting this beloved German 
classic  featuring the talents of more than 
200 members of the Purchase College 
community. Purchase College Performing 
Arts Center’s Recital Hall, 735 Anderson 
Hill Rd., Purchase. 7:30 p.m. $20. Info 
and tickets: 914-251-6200 or visit www.
artscenter.org.

“Proof.” The Small Town Theatre 
Company’s presents this play about the 
daughter of a recently deceased professor 
and math genius who suffered through 
a lengthy mental illness and her fear 
of following in her father’s footsteps. 
Hergenhan Recreation Center, 40 Maple 
Ave., Armonk. 8 p.m. $15. Also Nov. 15. 
Info and tickets: 914-273-0300 or visit 
www.smalltowntheatre.com.

An Evening to Cherish With The 
Association. The first electric group to 
break through the anti-rock biases, The 
Association is one of the greatest rock 
vocal groups of the 1960s. Their hits 
include “Windy,” “Cherish” and “Never 
My Love.” Paramount Hudson Valley, 1008 
Brown St., Peekskill. 8 p.m. $30, $35 and 
$45. Info and tickets: 914-739-0039 or visit 
www.paramounthudsonvalley.com.

“Assassins.” The Community Stage 
presents this Stephen Sondheim musical. 
Directed by Adam David Cohen. Arc 
Stages, 147 Wheeler Ave., Pleasantville. 8 
p.m. Adults: $28. Seniors and students: $22. 
Also Nov. 15 at 8 p.m. and Nov. 16 at 2 and 
7 p.m. Info and tickets: Visit ArcStages.org.

Saturday, Nov. 15
Pleasantville Farmers Market. Come 

experience the farmers market voted 
by Westchester Magazine readers as the 
Best of Westchester in 2014. With over 
50 vendors, seven nearby parking lots 
and weekly programming, it is a delicious 
good time. For the final two weeks of the 
outdoor market, Living Edge Design will 
feature handcrafted, tree-to-table cutting 
boards, serving platters and bread peals. 
Also, Alpacatrax is returning for the 
holiday season with handcrafted alpaca 
shawls, scarves, socks and boot warmers 
for gifts or a special occasion. All items 
are created using wool from their own 
herd. Memorial Plaza, Pleasantville. 
8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Info: Visit www.
pleasantvillefarmersmarket.org.

Chappaqua Farmers Market. 
Chappaqua train station, Chappaqua. 8:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Every Saturday. Info: Visit 
www.chappaquafarmersmarket.org.

Sahaja Meditation. Peter Simone leads 
this session to help participants reduce 
stress, increase wellness and become better 
centered and more balanced in their lives. 
Mount Kisco Public Library, 100 E. Main 
St., Mount Kisco. 10 to 11 a.m. Free. Every 
Saturday. Info: 914-666-8041. 

Down-sizing Workshop: Selling Your 
House in Three Easy Sessions. Local 
experts discuss what homeowners want 
– and need – to know.  Panel discussion 
followed by a Q&A. For baby-boomers, 
empty-nesters, active adults and snow 
birds. Marmaduke Forster House, 415 
Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 10 a.m. to 
noon. Free. Pre-registration suggested. 
Info and pre-registration: Visit www.
TimeIsMoney-NY.com. 

Practice Tai Chi With Larry 
Attile. North Castle Public Library, 19 
Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 10:30 
a.m. Free. Info: 914-273-3887 or www.
northcastlelibrary.org.

Village Yard Customer & Community 
Appreciation Day. Shop Locally and 
support the Chappaqua Fire Department 
with 10 percent of the proceeds going 
to benefit the department. Also come 
enjoy festive sips and treats. Participating 
businesses include Shupee, Art of Flowers, 
Santa’s Hair Salon and Camp Westmont. 
The Village Yard, 144 King St., Chappaqua. 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Info: 914-238-6700. 

Wellness Workshop. Includes 
information about acupuncture, massage 
and mindfulness techniques to cope with 
holiday stress before the holidays start. 
325 Manville Rd., Pleasantville. 12 to 3 
p.m. There is a charge. Info (including 

cost): 914-656-4470.
Learn Bridge With Joel Goren. 

Intermediate level recommended. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 1 p.m. Free. Also 
Nov. 22. Info: 914-273-3887 or www.
northcastlelibrary.org.

Meet the Animals. Get up close and 
hands-on with some of the center’s live 
animals. Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 
Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 2 p.m. Members: 
$5. Non-members: $8. Info: 914-723-3470 
or visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Author Talk. The New York Times 
bestselling author duo Douglas Preston 
and Lincoln Child return to discuss their 
series featuring Aloysius Pendergast in 
“The Blue Labyrinth.” Chappaqua Public 
Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 
3 p.m. Free. Info: 914-238-4779 or www.
chappaqualibrary.org.

Saturday Jazz: The Bob Meyer Trio. 
Featuring Don Falzone on bass, Mike 
Dopazo on saxophone and Bob Meyer 
on drums. Green Growler Craft Beer 
Grocery, 368 S. Riverside Ave., Croton-
on-Hudson. 8 p.m. No cover charge. 
Info: 914-862-0961 or visit www.
thegreengrowler.com.

Argentine Tango Dances. Great music 
and dancing on a 3,500-square-foot dance 
floor. Enjoy a pleasant time with friends. 
Refreshments served. Broadway 26 
Dance, 26 Broadway, Hawthorne. 8 p.m. 
to midnight $16. Also the first Sunday of 
each month from 3 to 6 p.m. $12. Info: 
914-725-3023 or 914-484-5101 or e-mail 
sampelayo@optonline.net.

Sunday, Nov. 16
6th Annual Zumbathon Charity 

Event. To benefit the SPCA of 
Westchester Humane Law Enforcement 
to help the organization protect animals 
in Westchester from cruelty, neglect, 
abandonment and death. Sponsored 
by certified Zumba instructor Peggy 
Raiskums, Dace Emotions, 75 S. Greeley 
Ave., Chappaqua. 10 or 11 a.m. Suggested 
donation: $18 per 50-minutes session 
or $35 for both sessions. Reservations 
required. Info and reservations: 914-960-
4097 or e-mail pegsfit@msn.com.

Turkey Scavenger Hunt. Bring your 
toddlers to the center’s traditional 
“turkey token” hunt along a woodland 
trail. After the hunt, all “gobblers” can 
enjoy snacks and nature crafts. Rain or 
shine. No refunds. Greenburgh Nature 
Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 
1:30 p.m. Members: $6. Non-members: 
$9. Info: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

“Singin’ on Top of the World.” 
The Golden Apple Chorus, a women’s 
barbershop chorus will entertain under 
the direction of Dr. Anastasio Rossi. The 
group is marking its 45th anniversary this 
year. Mount Pleasant Community Center, 
125 Lozza Drive, Valhalla. 3 p.m. Free. 

Info: 914-739-5782 or 914-769-6762 or 
visit www.goldenapplechorus.com.

Monday, Nov. 17
Knitting Group. Hats for our 

servicemen and women overseas and 
other ongoing projects for care centers 
and hospitals. Clinton Street Center, 1A 
Clinton St., Pleasantville. 9:30 to 11:30 
a.m. Free. Meets every Monday. Info: 914-
769-2021.

The Woman’s Club of Pleasantville. 
Members will create an artificial 
decorative centerpiece for the 
Thanksgiving dinner table. Our Lady of 
Pompeii Church, Saratoga and Garrigan 
avenues, Pleasantville. 1 p.m. Free. Info: 
914-769-5189.

Veterans Roundtable. Informal 
discussion and camaraderie among 
members and public service projects. 
Clinton Street Center, 1A Clinton St., 
Pleasantville. 1 to 2 p.m. Free. Meets every 
Monday. Info: 914-769-2021.

Wild Encounters Story Time. A six-
week session featuring an hour of nature 
fun. Dress for outdoor activity. Except in 
extreme weather conditions, a portion of 
each class is spent outdoors. For children 
three to five years old; with a parent or 
caregiver. Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 
Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. 
Members: $50 per child. Non-members: 
$90 per child. Rates will be pro-rated 
if joined mid-session. Prepayment and  
pre-registration required. Info and pre-
registration: 914-723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

History of Opera. Westchester Taconic 
Opera member Susan Grunthal Verdi, 
Wagner, Puccini and 20th and 21st century 
operas. Everyone welcome. Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 E. Main St., Mount 
Kisco. 2 to 3:30 p.m. Free. Info: 914-666-
8041 or visit www.mountkiscolibrary.org.

“Beyond the Bottom Line” Awards. 
Manhattanville College School of Business 
will sponsor and host this inaugural 
awards program for outstanding CPAs 
in Westchester and the Hudson Valley. 
Presented by People’s United Bank and 
co-sponsored by the Westchester County 
Business Journal and HVBiz. Reid Castle 
at Manhattanville College, 2900 Purchase 
St., Purchase. 5:30 p.m. Free. Info: Contact 
Holly DeBartolo at 914-694-3600 ext. 
3006 or e-mail hdebartolo@westfairinc.
com.

Author Talk. “A Bitter Tea” by Louise 
Gantress will be discussed. North Castle 
Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, 
Armonk. 6:30 p.m. Free. Info: 914-273-
3887 or www.northcastlelibrary.org.

Ebola: Facts Not Fear. A presentation 
by the Westchester County Department 
of Health on how Ebola spreads, the 
symptoms and how to prevent it. North 
Castle Public Library, 19 Whippoorwill 
Rd. East, Armonk. 1 p.m. Free. Info: 914-
273-3887 or www.northcastlelibrary.org.

continued from page 26
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aaa HorticulturE
Fall is the time For planting! 
Whether 1/2 acre or 50 plus acres, I will 
design a harmonious ecosystem for birds, 
bees, butterflies and other vital living 
creatures.  In addition, I will provide you 
with color for every month of the year.  
Be aware of deer!!  Deer love to eat the 
plants that us humans eat.  I will handle 
the problem with no chemicals!  Over 30 
years experience.  Formal, informal and 
water gardens.  Do not let inexperienced 
landscapers touch your land.  You will 
be sorry you lost your money!!  Lifetime 
member of several horticultural societies.  
price very reasonable. (914) 393-7292.

aaa commErcial rEal EStatE 
all retail traFFic areas!!  Shop-
ping centers, supermarkets and high vol-
ume convenience stores!!  Over 30 years 
experience. businessexchangeenter-
prise@gmail.com

adoption
a childless young married couple (she-
30/he-37) seeks to adopt. Will be hands-
on mom/devoted dad. Financial security. 
Expenses paid. Call/text. Mary & Adam. 
1-800-790-5260.

auctionS
PUBlic sUrplUs aUction For 
neW YorK poWer aUthoritY- 
Late Model Year Vehicles & Heavy Equip-
ment Saturday Nov. 15 at 10AM- Reg-

istration starts at 8AM Online Bidders 
Must Register 48hrs In Advance Inspec-
tion of Lots- 8am-4pm Thurs, Nov. 13 
& 8am-10am Fri, Nov. 14 7am-10am on 
Saturday,Nov 15. To be Held At L&L Stor-
age, 2222 Oriskany St. Utica, NY 13502 
www.AuctionsInternational.com for 
more info & full inventory†or call 800-
536-1401

auto donationS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible. Call 315-400-0797 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible. Call 914-468-4999 Today!

catErinG
aFForDaBle catering at YoUr 
home, oFFice or location oF 
YoUr choice.  Featuring The Crys-
tal Room (somerscc.com) in Somers for 
Sweet Sixteens, showers, scouts, sports 
fund raisers and communions. Man-
sions available for weddings in Scarsdale, 
Bronxville, Ridgefield and Brewster.  call 
Vinny or mary at celebration caterers 
(914) 557-7600 or (914) 557-7602

carEEr traininG
Veterans- Thank you for your service. 
Start your new career. POST 9/11 G.I. 

BILL - If eligible; Paid tuition, fees & mili-
tary housing allowance.

Become a professional tractor trailer 
driver with National Tractor Trailer 
School, Liverpool/Buffalo, NY (branch) 
full/part-time with PTDI certified courses 
& job placement assistance with local, re-
gional & nationwide employers! Tuition, 
transportation & housing packages avail-
able: ntts.edu/veterans 1-800- 243-9300† 
Consumer Information @ntts.edu/pro-
grams/disclosures

HElp WantEd
Kent pUBlic liBrarY is seeking an 
enthusiastic, creative Head of Youth Ser-
vices to coordinate the library’s services 
to children and teens including planning 
programs, school outreach, and collec-
tion development.   Full-time, Monday 
through Friday, with  some  evenings and 
weekends. Must be dedicated, and have a 
genuine desire to encourage in children  
a love of reading and learning. $35,000 
to $41,000 with benefits. Requirements: 
MLS or MLIS, NYS Professional Librar-
ian Certificate, and 1 year of experience 
working with children and young adults. 
This is a competitive civil service Librar-
ian I (Youth Services) position and will 
be a provisional appointment or transfer. 
please send cover letter and resume to  
cdonick@Kentlibrary.org. by november 
24. 

airline careers begin here Get FAA 
approved Aviation Maintenance Techni-
cian training. Financial aid for qualified 
students Housing available. Job place-
ment assistance. Call AIM 866-296-7093

HomE improvEmEnt
has YoUr BUilDing shiFteD or 
settleD? Contact Woodford Brothers 
Inc, for straightening, leveling, foundation 
and wood frame repairs at 1-800-OLD-
BARN. www.woodfordbros.com. "Not 
applicable in Queens county"

land For SalE
loVelY meaDoW anD Forest 
up to 10 acres, from $49,900. Was in the 
$200's. Beautiful country acreage in the 
Catskills. 85 miles from Manhattan. As-
sorted hardwoods, approved building site, 
underground utilities, across from lake. 
Walk to Top Performing Arts Center. Fi-
nancing. Call (877)836-1820

BeaUtiFUl stream 10acres - $34,900 
Woods, apple trees, views, 1,000ft of 
stream! Cooperstown Lakes Region! 
Peaceful country bldg site! Town road, 
utils! Terms avail! 888-905-8847 newyor-
klandandlakes.com

tUmBling Water 38acres- $89,900. 
Fields, woods, valley views, gorgeous 
stream!  hour west of Albany! Pristine set-
ting on town road w/ utils! EZ terms! 888-
479-3394 newyorklandandlakes.com

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR
continued on page 30
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repossesseD lanD! 10 acres - 
$19,900. Woods, awesome view, just off 
the NY Thruway! Quiet country setting! 
Town road, utils. Hurry! Financing avail! 
888-701-7509

catsKills Farm- SHORT SALE! 58 
acres - $95,000. Mtn views, woods, Spring, 
town rd, utils, survey, Gíteed buildable! 
Priced 60% below Market! Terms! Hurry! 
888-476-4569 NewYorkLandandLakes.com

lEGal noticE
resolUtion DateD septemBer 
17, 2014 oF the BoarD oF eDUca-
tion oF the moUnt pleasant 
central school District aU-
thoriZing a proposition to 
Be presenteD to the Voters at 
a special District meeting.

Be it resolVeD BY the BoarD 
oF eDUcation oF the moUnt 
pleasant central school 
District (the “School District”) that 
a special meeting of the qualified voters 
of the School District be and the same is 
hereby called to be held at the Westlake 
High School Gymnasium, 825 Westlake 
Drive, Thornwood, New York on 
November 15, 2014 from 7:00 a.m. until 
9:00 p.m. prevailing time for the purpose 
of voting on the following proposition: 
Shall the Board of Education of the 
Mount Pleasant Central School District 
be authorized to (1) construct additions 
to and reconstruct various school district 

buildings, including site work, and 
acquire original furnishings, equipment, 
machinery or apparatus required for 
the purpose for which additions and 
reconstructed buildings are to be used, 
at a maximum cost of $55,855,000, (2) 
expend such sum for such purpose, 
(3) levy the necessary tax therefore, 
to be levied and collected in annual 
installments in such years and in such 
amounts as may be determined by the 
Board of Education taking into account 
state aid; and (4) in anticipation of the 
collection of such tax, issue bonds and 
notes of the School District at one time 
or from time to time in the principal 
amount not to exceed $55,855,000, and 
the levy of a tax to pay the interest on said 
obligations when due? The vote upon 
such proposition shall be by machine or 
absentee ballot.  The hours during which 
the polls shall be kept open shall be from 
7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. prevailing time 
or for as long thereafter as necessary to 
enable qualified voters who are in the 
polling place at 9:00 p.m. to cast their 
ballots. Personal registration of voters is 
required, and no person shall vote whose 
name does not appear on the register 
of the School District.  If a voter has 
heretofore registered pursuant to Section 
2014 of the Education Law and has voted 
at an annual or special district meeting 
within the last four (4) calendar years, he 
or she is eligible to vote at this meeting.  
If a voter is registered and eligible to vote 
under Article 5 of the Election Law, he or 
she is also eligible to vote at this meeting.  

All other persons who wish to vote must 
register. Any person may register to vote 
not less than five (5) days preceding the 
vote during the hours between 10 a.m. 
and 3 p.m. at the office of the District 
Clerk, 825 West Lake Drive, Thornwood, 
New York, or at any school building. 
The register prepared by the Board of 
Registration shall be filed in the office 
of the District Clerk, 825 West Lake 
Drive, Thornwood, New York and will be 
open for inspection immediately upon 
its completion by any qualified voter of 
the School District from during regular 
school hours on each of the five days 
prior to the vote. Absentee ballots may 
be applied for at the office of the District 
Clerk.  Applications for absentee ballots 
must be received by the District Clerk at 
least seven days prior to the vote if the 
ballot is to be mailed to the voter, or on or 
prior to November 13, 2014, if the ballot 
is to be delivered personally to the voter.  
Absentee ballots must be received by the 
District Clerk not later than 5:00 p.m. on 
November 15, 2014.  A list of all persons 
to whom absentee ballots shall have been 
issued will be available in the office of 
the District Clerk on each business day 
during school hours until the date of the 
vote.  Any qualified voter may challenge 
the acceptance of the ballot of any person 
on such list, by making his challenge and 
reasons therefor known to the Inspector 
of Election before the close of the polls. 
Be it FUrther resolVeD, that 
the District Clerk is hereby authorized 
and directed to publish a notice of such 

meeting in two newspapers of general 
circulation within the School District, 
four (4) times within the seven (7) weeks 
next preceding such School District 
meeting, the first publication to be at 
least forty-five (45) days prior to the 
date of the meeting. Be it FUrther 
resolVeD, that this resolution takes 
effect immediately upon its adoption. 

miScEllanEouS
time to Decorate For christ-
mas-snoWBaBies Dept 56 retired 
collection of 38 pieces from 1988-2004.  
list upon request.(845)528-4940

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship. FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

out oF StatE rEal EStatE
sebastian, Florida Beautiful 55+ manu-
factured home community. 4.4 miles to 
the beach, Close to riverfront district. 
New models from $99,000.  772-581-
0080, www.beach-cove.com

rEal EStatE
Discover Delaware's resort living 
Without resort pricing! Milder win-
ters & low taxes! Gated Community with 
amazing amenities! New Homes $80's. 
Brochures available- 1-866-629-0770 or 
www.coolbranch.com

WantEd
most cash paiD For paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewel-
ry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports 
cards, etc. please call aaron at
914-654-1683 

cash for coins! Buying Gold & Silver. 
Also Stamps, Paper Money, Comics, En-
tire Collections, Estates. Travel to your 
home. Call Marc in NY: 1-800-959-3419

cash for olD comics! Buying 10c and 
12c comic books or MASSIVE quanti-
ties of after 1970 Also buying toys, sports, 
music and more! Call Brian: : 1-800-617-
3551

To Place a Classified Ad 
call 914-864-0878
or e-mail classifieds

@theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm for  

the next week’s publication

IF YOU USED THE 
BLOOD THINNER XARELTO

and suffered internal bleeding, hemorrhaging, 
required hospitalization or a loved one died while 
taking Xarelto between 2011 and the present time, 

you may be entitled to compensation. 
Call Attorney Charles H. Johnson 1-800-535-5727

continued from page 29
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ExaminerSports
By Monica D’Ippolito

Byram Hills came out Saturday afternoon 
like a team that had won 12 straight games 
– firing on all cylinders -- but for a while 
the score did not reflect the play on the 
field as Bobcat scoring chances wound up 
caroming off of the post instead of finding 
the net. 

But, as sports fans know, ball don’t lie. 
The Bobcats (17-5) eventually put away 

two goals, just enough to earn a 2-1 victory 
over Section 4’s Vestal (14-4-1) in the Class 
A regional final at Arlington High School. 

“I just didn’t feel like karma was with us,” 
Bobcats coach Matt Allen said following his 
surging team’s 13th consecutive win.  “But 
I told them at half, ‘You know I’d rather hit 
three more posts and one more goal.’ I said 
two goals was going to do it, and sometimes 
I prognosticate correctly, I guess.”

Just four minutes in, Byram Hills’ Ryan 
Starker played a beautiful ball over the top, 
which gave Ben Weinstein a one-on-one 
with keeper Tyler Elliot. Elliot came rushing 
out and tipped the shot, deflecting it off the 
far post. Then shortly after, Weinstein threw 
a ball in toward the top of the box, which 
was brilliantly chested down to Bennett 
Kramer, who hit the ball off the volley. But 
his shot slammed against the front post.

It took until the 17th minute for the 
Bobcats to finally find the back of the net. 
Indra Neil Dan took a throw-in along the 
far sideline and heaved it toward the middle 
of the box. Starker had the initial header 
off the throw, but it was Matt Berger who 
found the rebound and buried it, giving the 
Bobcats the much-deserved 1-0 lead.

Much of Byram Hills’ offense was the 
result of its midfielders’ ability in controlling 
the ball and distributing well to its strikers, 
which kept constant pressure on the Golden 
Bears’ back line.

“I think our midfield really controlled 
the play and when they got the ball they 
really played it behind the defense and got 
our forwards going,” Kramer said. “Our 
team strength is speed, so getting behind 
the defense was a big one – (Brandon) 
Drossman, Berger, Weinstein, myself, we 
all just used our speed to our advantage and 
took it to their center and outside backs.”

Kramer nearly extended the lead 10 
minutes later, but his shot just outside of the 
six-yard box slammed against the crossbar 

and was then cleared away.
“We talked about it at half and the 

theme for the second half was to finish our 
chances,” Kramer said about the Bobcats’ 
precarious 1-0 lead at intrmission. “Yes, it 
was a little frustrating at times. But we stuck 
with it, we played hard, and that’s why we 
won the game.” 

Vestal’s most dangerous offensive player 
was Connor McKnight. Byram Hills did 
well in containing the senior most of the 
match, but McKnight took advantage of 
the one opportunity he got. After earning 
a corner by using his speed and footwork 
down the Bobcats’ end-line, his corner kick 
found teammate Brian Clark, who knocked 
in the game-tying goal from his position at 
the far post.

“It definitely stinks having them tie it up 
at one,” admitted Kramer. “We thought we 
were dominating play, but as soon as they 
scored we kind of just went into a little 
huddle and said, ‘Look guys, we’ve been 
here before, relax. We’re going to score 
another goal and we’re fine.’” 

The senior’s words proved prophetic 10 
minutes later when Weinstein’s long throw 
along the near sideline was flicked on to 

Cole Tannor, who headed the ball over the 
outstretched hand of Elliot for what turned 
out to be the game-winning goal.

“Ben Weinstein threw it in, I couldn’t see 
who headed it on, and I saw the ball, knew I 
had to jump high for it,” Tannor recollected. 
“I was able to flick it over the goalie, saw it 
go into the back of the net and it was just 
crazy.”  

Vestal desperately tried putting in the 
equalizer, but the Bobcats’ defensive unit 
did well to subdue McKnight and limited 
the Golden Bears’ chances.

“We’re confident Payton (Levine), Ross 
(Weinfeld), Yianni (Lambos) – all great 
defenders -- we knew we would shut 
(McKnight) down and he didn’t even get 
any shots on goal,” said Tannor. “So we were 
happy with that.” 

Minutes before the final whistle blew, 
keeper Matt Groll stepped up big for 
the Bobcats, aggressively coming out on 
numerous dangerous crosses and long balls 
and punching them out of harm’s way. Groll 
finished with five saves on the day.

“He played pretty tentative after giving 
up that first goal and I think it made him 
nervous a little bit,” Allen said of his young 

goalie. “He got a punch-out late with 
about 10 minutes to go and built up some 
confidence. I mean, he’s only a sophomore, 
but he played big in the last five minutes and 
that’s all we ask for.”

The Bobcats’ next match in the state 
tournament will pit them against Section 5’s 
Greece Athena on Saturday at Middletown 
High School. Byram captured the state title 
in 2007 and is now looking for the second in 
the program’s history.

“I’m pumped,” said Tannor. “It’s crazy. 
We knew we could get here and now we’re 
here. There are two games left, everyone’s 
pumped, and we’re ready to win it.”

“Well, there’s only four teams left, so we 
got a 25 percent chance of going forward,” 
added Allen. “So as far as I’m concerned, 
we got one game next – the semifinals – 
regardless of what it is and I like our chances 
just as much as anyone else. I know there’s 
going to be some tough opponents, but 
we’re fighting and, again, we were 5-5 at one 
point and to say we are going to go to state 
semis is remarkable.”

Bobcats Defeat Vestal in the Class A Regional Final
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Yianni Lambos of  Byram Hills controls the ball in 
the first half  vs. Section 4’s Vestal.

Bennett Kramer of  Byram Hills boots the ball between a pair of  Golden Bear defenders on Saturday 
afternoon at Arlington High School.

Cole Tannor, who provided the game-deciding 
goal, chases the ball in the second half  of  
Saturday’s state playoff  game.

Byram Hills goalkeeper Matt Groll stays ready in 
front of  the net late in Saturday’s 2-1 win in the 
regional final.

The Bobcats’ Payton Levine kicks the ball up the 
field during Saturday’s 2-1 win in the regional final 
vs. Vestal.

The Bobcats’ Brandon Drossman tries to get 
to the goal on Saturday afternoon vs. Section 4 
champion Vestal. 
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SECTION ONE

CROSS COUNTRY
CHAMPIONSHIPS
Saturday, Nov. 1
Bowdoin Park

Wappingers Falls, NY

Briarcliff’s Caroline Pennacchio wound up seventh 
in Class C.

Fox Lane’s Vicky Martinez finished seventh in 
Class A.

Rebecca Cawkwell of  Byram Hills finished 22nd 
out of  84 runners in Class B.

Benjamin Coleman of  Fox Lane competes in the 
Class A race at Bowdoin Park.

Byram Hills’ Valentina Rios runs down a hill late in 
the Class B race.

Pleasantville’s Jean-Christophe Yahia (left) and 
Declan McDermott run together in the Class C 
race.

Maddy Tipp of  Greeley runs up a hill a half  mile 
into the Class A race.

Valhalla’s Amy Rice competes during the Class C 
race.

Saroja Rao of  Briarcliff  has a small lead over 
teammate Devon Bombassei.

Above: Kerry Schwartz of  Fox Lane was 24th 
among 114 runners in Class A.

Left: Briarcliff’s Sebastian Rojas leads a pack of  
runners, including teammate Dilan Patel, in the 
Class C race.

Right: Aidan McDermott of  Pleasantville holds a 
temporary lead in the boys’ Class C race, followed 
closely by teammates Drew Dorflinger and Ian 
Waxler. The trio finished 1-2-3, helping the 
Panthers repeat as sectional champs.

Horace Greeley’s Michael Hiebert takes on the 
course’s steepest hill during the Class A race.
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Mahopac  1
Greeley  0  

Lakeland  4
Byram Hills 0

FIELD HOCKEY
Sectional 
Playoffs

Semifinal Round
Corrin Burke of  Byram Hills races up the right 
sideline with the ball in the first half  of  last week’s 
semifinal.

Byram Hills’ Ally Steffen moves the ball up the field 
vs. the undefeated Hornets.

Byram Hills’ Josie Ratafia controls the ball in 
the Bobcats’ season-ending playoff  loss to top-
seeded Lakeland.

The Bobcats’ Ashley Polera chases the ball in last 
Tuesday’s playoff  game at Lakeland.

Left: The Bobcats’ Kate Khouri tries to win a 
race to the ball during last Tuesday’s sectional 
semifinal at Lakeland.

Right: Byram Hills players, left to right, Ally Steffen, 
Josie Ratafia, Dina Sokol and Kate Khouri line up 
to await a pass during a rare Bobcat penalty 
corner vs. unbeaten Lakeland.

Greeley goalie Olivia Harris is about to make a sparkling save on a Mahopac penalty shot that kept the 
game scoreless until overtime. 

Left: The Quakers’ Sammy Attia takes the ball 
closer to the goal, looking to take a shot vs. host 
Mahopac in the semifinal round of  the sectional 
playoffs.

Upper right: Olivia Green of  Greeley moves the 
ball across the field in the Quakers’ overtime loss 
to Mahopac.

Right: Greeley’s Megan Graham pursues the ball 
along the right sideline last Tuesday evening.

Horace Greeley’s Katie Jakacki leads a Quaker 
rush up the field in last week’s sectional semifinal 
at Mahopac.

Nikki Potter of  Greeley controls the ball just past 
midfield during last Tuesday’s playoff  game.
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SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS  
914-864-0878

Greeley Swim Team Wins the Sectional Title Once Again
By Monica D’Ippolito

One by one, each member of the 
Horace Greeley girls swim team took 
a celebratory dive into the pool, a 
tradition that has fast become routine 
for the Quakers, who took home a third 
consecutive Section 1 title Wednesday 
night at Felix Festa Middle School.

“It says that these girls are committed 
to the sport of swimming as a whole, it 
says that they trust each other, it says 
that they work hard,” Greeley coach 
Suzanne Guziec said shortly after 
the last event of the evening. “We’re 
fortunate that we have a group of girls 
who have that same value and that same 
mindset and, as a result, it has paid off 
for the last several years.” 

The Quakers handily captured the 
Section 1 crown once again, totaling 
363 points, while Fox Lane took second 
with 266 points, followed by Clarkstown 
with 239 points. The combo team 
of Briarcliff-Pleasantville-Westlake-
Valhalla finished in 14th place with 44 
points, while Byram Hills tied for 16th  
with 35. 

“I’m just so proud of the girls,” Guziec 
said. “You know in this section it’s so 
competitive and the girls all around put 
up good swims and pushed themselves. 
So it’s nice to see that their training and 
their hard work just really paid off.”

Greeley started off the night with 
Emma Hadley, Olivia Lyman, Erica 
Silverman and Isabella Weiner 
swimming to a first-place finish in 
the 200 yard medley relay with a time 
of 1:48.58. The Quakers also touched 
second in the 200 and 400 yard freestyle 
relays with times of 1:38.99 and 3:34.45, 
respectively.

“These girls know it’s not easy,” added 

Guziec. “It’s never something that 
they take for granted. I guarantee they 
know it’s going to be work, and for a 
lot of them their teammates from their 
club programs are going to push them 
because when you’re swimming for 
your school it’s a different mindset.” 

Kasia Malendowicz, who was a part of 
the Quakers’ 200 and 400 yard freestyle 
relay teams, placed third in the 200 yard 
freestyle with a time of 1:52.46, but also 

took first in the 500 yard freestyle with 
an All-American consideration time of 
4:55.01.

“I felt really good halfway through 
and then I started getting a little 
tired, but I knew I just had to just 
keep pushing, keeping my pace and 
I’m very happy with the way it turned 
out,” Malendowicz said after her first-
place finish. “I think I’m doing really 
well for the beginning of the season, so 
hopefully I can keep it up.”

Teammate Hadley, after being a 
part of the winning 200 yard medley 
relay team, placed first in the 100 yard 
backstroke, coming in at 55.57 – an All-
American Automatic finish and meet 
record.

“I had it in my mind going into 
this meet that I knew how close I was 
previously, so it was goal of mine,” 
Hadley said of her record time. “I 
definitely wanted to go faster and I was 
hoping on going faster because I wasn’t 

really happy with my prelim swim. I 
mean, I was happy with it, but I was 
planning on going faster.”

Overall, the Quakers had top finishes 
in virtually every event. Silverman and 
Weiner placed second and third in the 
200 yard IM with times of 2:06.70 and 
2:09.86, respectively, while Silverman 
also touched second in the 100 yard 
butterfly with a time of 57.22.

“Now that’s tough,” said Guziec when 
asked which event she was the most 
impressed with. “You know it’s tough 
when you have a relay that’s gone first 
place, you got a girl who made All-
American considerations, you got a 
top-three relay in every event… So I 
don’t think I can pick just one because 
the talent pool is just so good. Each girl 
trains so hard and so many of them set 
PR’s (personal records) between today 
and Monday that you have to be proud 
of them for just doing that.”
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Horace Greeley’s Emma Hadley had reason to 
smile after winning the 100 backstroke with a 
meet record time of  55.57 seconds.

Greeley’s Erica Silverman swims to a second-
place finish in the 200 yard IM.

Greeley swimmers take a celebratory dip after capturing their third consecutive Section 1 championship 
last Wednesday evening. 

Greeley’s Catherine Sawkins is on her way to sixth 
place in the 200 yard freestyle.

Kasia Malendowicz of  Greeley swims her way to 
first place in the 500 free at last Wednesday’s 
Section 1 championships.

The victorious Horace Greeley swim team poses with the newest addition to its trophy case, the Section 
One championship plaque.
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Foxes Get a Lift From a Relay Team to Finish Second
Through five events in the Section 1 

finals, Fox Lane was in third place, trailing 
host Clarkstown in the battle to finish 
runner-up to overwhelming favorite 
Greeley. The Foxes hadn’t performed 
particularly well during Monday’s 
preliminary swim 48 hours earlier and it 
seemed they would need some kind of big 
lift if they were going to finish second.

The 200 yard freestyle relay just may 
have provided that lift. 

“The two free relay, the happiest, the 
most impressed with,” Foxes coach Carolyn 
Johnson said, looking back on an event in 
which her swimmers finished third. “They 
really dug down. They were fifth, they had 
a very bad prelim swim and they just put it 
all together and ended up third, got on the 
podium, and that’s what I think we needed 
to really solidify second place today.”

Fox Lane finished second overall and 
had top-three finishes in half of the events, 
while junior Christina Crowell finished 

first in diving, accumulating 487.20 points.
“They knew the jobs they had to do,” 

Johnson said. “Especially in the relays, they 
knew if they were seeded fifth, they had to 
get third and they did. If one swimmer was 
down, not doing well, they knew they had 
to pick it up and that is what I find to be the 
absolute best with the Fox Lane girls. They 
know when to pick it up.”

The Foxes’ Jamie Lee touched third in 
the 100 yard butterfly and then second 
in the 100 yard backstroke – behind only 
Greeley’s Hadley, who earned an All-
American Automatic time. Lee, just after 
swimming in her team’s third-place finish 
in the 200 yard freestyle relay, wound up 
with a time of 57.21 in the butterfly.

“I think it’s pretty good,” said Lee. “I’ve 
been working really hard and I think it 
looks pretty good going into states. So I’m 
excited about that. I’m actually really happy 

with my relays. I think my first medley 
relay was probably my best. I felt really 
good on that, and I mean I’ve done OK on 
the rest of them, but they’re all pretty good 
all around.”

The 200 yard medley relay team of 
Maureen O’Sullivan, Lee, Margaret 
Kleinsmith and Maria Abrams placed third 
with a time of 1:48.91 and, despite being 
seeded eighth during the preliminary 
swim, Abrams earned a second-place 
finish in the 50 yard freestyle with a time 
of 24.79.

“We’re actually doing really well,” added 
Lee, just a sophomore. “It was a great 
season and we had so much young talent, 

and it was really impressive to see that. I’m 
used to being the little one and now these 
young girls are doing so well. It’s awesome 
and I think we have a really good future.”

-Monica D’Ippolito

Fox Lane’s Jamie Lee competes in the 100 yard butterfly. She finished in third place.

Noelle Kauffmann of  Fox Lane takes a look at 
the results on the scoreboard following the 200 
freestyle relay, an event the Foxes finished third in.

Roisin Reilly of  the B/P/V/W combo team competes 
in the 200 yard individual medley.

Fox Lane’s Katherine Karle competes in the 100 
yard butterfly.
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Striker Matt Berger Races to the Goal
as the Streaking Byram Hills Bobcats
Get Past Vestal in the Regional Final
and Move a Bit Closer to a State Title 
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