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By Martin Wilbur
Joseph Dillon has had a varied career 

in private and public sectors that has 
given him a definite perspective on how 
government should operate.

He was senior vice president of 
global policy for Visa and served as a 
senior adviser and chief of staff to the 
undersecretary for domestic finance in 
the U.S. Department of Treasury during 
the George W. Bush administration. He 
returned to the private sector in 2007, in 
time to be laid off during the height of the 
economic upheaval.

Afterwards, Dillon launched his own 
government affairs consulting firm.

“I think that the people of the 
37th (Senate)District have a historic 
opportunity in this election and this 
is why I’m running,” said Dillon, who 
is on the Republican, Conservative 
and Independence party lines against 
Democrat George Latimer. “I think my 
opponent and I offer very, very different 
points of view and approaches to the 
voters and this seat could determine 
which party controls the state Senate.”

Taxes
Dillon, 48, a Yonkers resident, sees New 

York State as being hostile to business and 
uncompetitive because of high tax rates 
and complicated regulations. He would 
propose across-the-board tax cuts for 

businesses and individuals.
Calling START-UP NY, Gov. Cuomo’s 

initiative to have businesses that relocate 
or expand to New York pay no taxes for 10 
years, “a gimmick,” Dillon said he would 
propose cutting taxes on individuals by at 
least two points. He would also repeal the 
MTA payroll tax and institute Generally 
Accepted Accounting Principles.

“If we want to create a path to prosperity 
for New York State, for our children, we 
have to think about what’s going to create 
the kind of environment to bring those 

jobs and those careers and those good, 
high paying jobs for our kids, and that’s 
the kind of approach I’d like to bring to 
Albany,” Dillon said.

To ease the crushing burden of property 
taxes on homeowners, Dillon would 
support a circuit-breaker to tie at least a 
portion of the property tax to income. 

Mandate Relief
Real mandate relief is also essential to 

help the taxpayer. Dillon said he wants to 
see a comprehensive approach to review 
mandates across the board and end all 
unfunded mandates. In short, if the state 
wants a mandate, they should have to pay 
for it.

New York is the only state that requires 
its counties to pay a portion of its 
Medicaid bill, and Dillon would support 
a multiyear phase-in for the state to take 
over the entire cost of the bill.

If elected, Dillon said he would vote 
to end the Gap Elimination Adjustment 
(GEA), a tool that was introduced about 
five years ago to take 5 percent from all 
districts’ state aid to plug holes in the 
state’s general budget. Despite a slowly 
improving economy, the GEA remains in 
place.

“I wouldn’t stand for that,” Dillon said. “I 
would not allow it. You’re stealing money 
from our schools, our kids, from our 
teachers because of this mismanagement.”

Education
Dillon wants to see the full repeal of 

the Common Core, which he called an 
attempt to “federalize” the curriculum 
and requiring too much testing of 
students. He criticized Latimer for voting 
for the enabling legislation in 2010 that 
set the wheels in motion for the state to 
enact Common Core.

Instead, Dillon said the state should 
focus more on STEM curriculum to 
prepare students for 21st century jobs.

Energy
While Dillon acknowledges that “he’s 

all about jobs,” he would not support 
hyrdaulic fracturing, a practice of 
extracting natural gas, unless studies 
could prove that it can be done without 
endangering the environment and water 
supplies.

Phasing out Indian Point because 
of safety concerns and introducing 
renewable energy should also be a priority.

Women’s Equality Act
Dillon said he enthusiastically supports 

the first nine planks of the Women’s 
Equality Act, including equal pay and 
greater protections against domestic 
violence and harassment. However, 
he vehemently opposes the last plank, 
making late-term abortions available if 
the life or the health of the mother is in 

Dillon Looks to Bring Fresh Approach to State, 37th Senate District

By Martin Wilbur
Politics can be a rough-and-tumble 

business no matter what level of 
government.

In his first re-election bid to hold 
onto the 37th Senate District seat that 
he gained in a tough campaign against 
Bob Cohen two years ago, George 
Latimer faces first-time candidate 
Joseph Dillon, a bit of a surprise entry 
last summer. He said he believes that 
the Republicans didn’t want to  give him 
a free pass, especially since most of the 
members of the Senate’s Independent 
Democratic Conference have indicated 
they will caucus with their own party 
next session, potentially placing the 
GOP’s tenuous majority in jeopardy.

“Joe got into this race in the middle 
of July because the Senate Republicans, 
the Republican leadership was looking 
for somebody to run against all of our 
candidates,” said Latimer, 60. “The 
Senate Republicans wanted to make 
sure I was opposed.”

While there have been some 
predictably tough moments, it’s 
something that Latimer has grown 
accustomed to serving for more than 
25 years, starting on the Rye City 
Council, continuing for 13 years on 
the Westchester County Board of 
Legislators, followed by eight more in 
the Assembly and the past two years in 

the Senate.
Latimer brushed off accusations by 

his opponent that he is a staunchly 
partisan legislator and invited to 
people to inspect his record. He said 
he has always reached across the aisle, 
appointing Republicans to committee 
chairmanships as the and will continue 
to do so.

“In the Senate right now I have the 
most bipartisan record of any Senator 
when it comes to co-sponsoring other 
people’s bills,” Latimer said. “Fifty-five 

percent of the bills I co-sponsor are 
from Republicans. No other member 
of the Senate has sponsored more bills 
from the other party.”

Taxes
As a member of the Assembly, Latimer 

voted against the tax cap in 2011 
because it failed to deliver any mandate 
relief, which severely impacts local and 
county government. He supports  the 
state cover the costs for mandates that 
it generates

“When you put pressure on the entity 
that divides what the taxation should 
be, then you’ll get pressure to reform,” 
Latimer said. “You’re not going to 
get pressure to reform when the state 
legislature says we balance our budget, 
you’ve got to get your house in order. 
That’s baloney if we have unfunded 
mandates.”

One of the biggest is Medicaid and 
Latimer has advocated that the expense 
must be fully assumed by the state. (New 
York is the only state to force counties 
to contribute.) He also has proposed 
having the state pick up pension cost 
overruns, not saddling municipalities 
with what has been millions of dollars 
that need to be set aside

Education/Common Core
Latimer acknowledged that while in 

the Assembly he voted in favor of the 
state accepting more than $700 million 

from the federal government to start 
implementing Common Core. However, 
the rollout of the initiative was poor and 
is hurting some of the high-achieving 
districts throughout Westchester, such 
as Byram Hills, Bedford and Blind 
Brook.

He said the state should take a 
timeout and recalibrate how it figures 
the standards rather than scrapping the 
entire plan through a repeal. 

“How you get to the standards, 
in my judgment, is a district-by-
district evaluation and not a standard 
evaluation,” said Latimer, who 
also criticized the data collection 
component.

Latimer said lawmakers obtained 
greater funding for Westchester districts 
while reducing the impact of the 
Gap Elimination Adjustment (GEA), 
although he admits funding has not 
returned to 2009 levels. He is hopeful 
there will be elimination of the GEA.

Energy
The veteran lawmaker opposes 

hydraulic fracturing, at least until an 
independent health demonstrates with 
a level of assurance that the natural gas 
can be extracted safely and to properly 
treat the effluent. 

SAFE Act
While there are portions that may 

Latimer Looks to Fend Off Challenge in First Senate Re-election Bid

George Latimer
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Murphy Looks to Make Jump to 40th Senate District Seat
By Rick Pezzullo

Serving people is something Terrence 
Murphy takes pride in all aspects of his 
life.

“I’ll never get tired of serving the 
community. It’s something I do every day 
as a health care provider,” said Murphy, a 
chiropractor who has operated Yorktown 
Health and Wellness Center since 1999. 
“There’s some DNA involved in it, serving 
people.”

Murphy, 48, who with his mom and 
five older siblings opened Murphy’s 
Restaurant in Yorktown in 2006 as a 
tribute to his late father, is a lifelong town 
resident. For 15 years he volunteered 
caring for Yorktown High School athletes 
as an on-field medical professional and 
started the watchdog group Keeping 
Westchester Safe.

He was first elected to the Yorktown 
Town Board in 2009 and was re-elected 
to a second four-year term last year. He 
ran unsuccessfully for the Westchester 
County Board of Legislators on two 
occasions and is now looking to succeed 
state Sen. Greg Ball in the 40th District, 
which extends from Mount Pleasant 
through Putnam  and into a portion of 
Dutchess County.

Murphy is running on the Republican, 
Conservative, Independence, Green 
and Stop the Common Core lines and 

believes his governmental experience sets 
him apart from his Democratic opponent 
Justin Wagner.

“The difference between me and my 
opponent is I have a track record. The 
difference between us is experience,” 
Murphy said. “The difference between me 
and my opponent is integrity. I will not 
lower myself to his cesspool. He’s come 
after my wife, my kids, my restaurant. 
Hopefully people will see through his 
nonsense.”

“It will be a little bit of a learning curve 
for me but I will be able to transition 
much smoother than him,” Murphy 
added. “This is a real big deal and I’m 
looking forward to it. You’re in the Major 
Leagues now.”

Economic Development
Over the last five years Murphy said he 

has helped pave the way for more than 
three dozen new businesses to open in 
Yorktown and approval of multimillion 
dollar development projects including 
public-private partnerships which address 
Yorktown’s infrastructure and flood 
mitigation needs. Among those he cited 
were Costco, the Mount Kisco Medical 
Group building on Hill Boulevard and 
The Field Home on Catherine Street.

“New York State ranks 50th among 
business-friendly states. We have the 
highest taxes and we’ve lost close to 

400,000 people. People are leaving 
en masse because they can no longer 
afford the taxes,” he said. “I’m a fiscal 
conservative. How about a 2 percent 
spending cap? The school taxes are a 
crushing burden on constituents.”

Gas Pipeline
Murphy has come under fire for 

voting to ask the state legislature for 
permission to possibly alienate parkland 
in Yorktown for a “pigging station” as part 
of a proposed expansion of a natural gas 
pipeline. He later voted for a resolution 

that expressed serious concerns about the 
project.

With a deal calling for Spectra to 
contribute $1.5 million for recreational 
fields at Granite Knolls off the table, 
Murphy said he would lobby in the Senate 
to have the “pigging station” relocated out 
of Yorktown, although he maintained 
the state and municipalities were at the 
mercy of the federal government with the 
pipeline.

“We have no say in it. The pipeline 
has been here for over 60 years. 
The infrastructure of the pipeline is 
crumbling,” Murphy said. “The pipeline 
needs to be changed. From day one it’s 
been about safety and transparency. We 
have a pipeline that runs right through 
Legacy Field. My kids play on that field.”

Murphy noted he was against 
fracking because “anything that will 
contaminate our water is completely 
unacceptable,” and stressed he was proud 
of his environmental voting record as a 
councilman.

Women’s Equality Act
Murphy said he would support nine of 

the 10 points in the proposed Women’s 
Equality Act, but was not in favor of the 
controversial 10th point where abortions 
would be allowed at 24 weeks or later if a 
woman’s health, including her emotional 

Wagner Hopes Second Time’s the Charm in Senate Race 
By Rick Pezzullo

Two years ago, Croton-on-Hudson 
resident Justin Wagner came within 
two percentage points of upsetting state 
Sen. Greg Ball in the 40th District, the 
closest race in the state involving an 
incumbent.

The 33-year-old Democrat has 
returned this year for another shot at the 
same seat, this time against Yorktown 
Councilman Terrence Murphy after 
Ball opted not to seek re-election.

“I’m running for the state Senate 
because of all the government bodies we 
can make the most change and there’s 
the opportunity for reform,” Wagner 
said. “The desire for reform and change 
unifies the region. Everybody wants 
something new. We have a very good 
chance of winning.”

Wagner is a district leader in the Town 
of Cortlandt. He works as an attorney at 
the law firm of Weil, Gotshal & Manges 
where he is an associate in the Complex 
Commercial Litigation group. In 2009, 
he spent four months working pro 
bono in Brooklyn representing indigent 
homeowners facing foreclosure 
proceedings.

He is currently on a leave of absence 
from his firm and said he will leave his 
practice if he is elected to the Senate on 
Nov. 4.

“I’m no Greg Ball. I have no chicken 

suits,” Wagner remarked. “I’ve put 
forward a set of substantive ideas. We 
want to push our issues. Let them push 
the garbage. He’s (Murphy) only been 
there (on Yorktown Town Board) for 
one term. It’s not like he is some sort of 
Socrates of local government.”

Economic Development
Wagner said his approach to economic 

development would be to focus on 
small businesses and possibly offering 
tax incentives. He said he supports Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo’s START-UP NY plan.

“I support that type of creativity,” 
Wagner said, noting he believes the tax 
code can be revised to reward businesses 
that create jobs. He also maintained 
unnecessary and burdensome 
regulations that hamstring businesses 
should be repealed.

Gas Pipeline
Wagner has joined the anti-“Murphy 

Pipeline” movement by criticizing his 
opponent for voting to ask the state 
legislature for permission to pursue the 
alienation of parkland in Yorktown to 
clear the way for a proposed expansion 
of a controversial natural gas pipeline. 
He also stressed Murphy was silent 
when Spectra Energy representatives 
appeared at a work session to discuss 
their plans.

“When he had them for an hour in 
front of him he didn’t ask one question. 

His board had the leverage,” Wagner 
said. “This is not for any public benefit. 
What are we getting? We’re getting a 
lot of construction and a lot of radon. I 
was one of the first people to speak out 
about this. I sat down with Spectra and 
it became very apparent that they would 
just railroad this through.”

Wagner, who was endorsed by the 
Sierra Club, the nation’s oldest and 
largest grassroots environmental 
organization, said he was “very 
skeptical” about fracking, but added “if 

there is a way to do it and create jobs, 
let’s do it. I will defer to people we have 
at the state who study this.”

He noted he would, however, vote for 
both a moratorium bill and a ban on 
hydraulic fracturing.

Women’s Equality Act
Wagner said he would support all 10 

points in the proposed Women’s Equality 
Act, and labeled Murphy “anti-choice” 
for being against the controversial 10th 
point where abortions would be allowed 
at 24 weeks or later if a woman’s health, 
including her emotional health, was in 
danger.

“I support all 10 points and I could 
vote individually on them,” he said. 
“Those decisions should be between a 
doctor and a woman.”

NY SAFE Act
Following the school shootings in 

Newtown, Conn., Wagner joined the 
board of directors of New Yorkers 
Against Gun Violence, an organization 
that sponsors programs in schools to 
educate youth about gun violence and 
teaches non-violent conflict resolution 
strategies to students.

Wagner said he supports some parts 
of the New York Secure Ammunition 
and Firearms Enforcement Act of 2013. 
The gun control law was passed by the 
state legislature on Jan. 15, 2013, and 

Justin Wagner

Terrence Murphy
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By Martin Wilbur
North Castle Councilman José Berra 

may not have taken a traditional path 
to the town board but it didn’t take long 
for the 25-year Armonk resident to get 
acclimated once called upon to serve.

After finishing third in last year’s 
town board race for two seats, Berra was 
unanimously appointed in January to 
fill the seat vacated by Michael Schiliro, 
who was elected supervisor last year. 
In the roughly nine months since his 
appointment, Berra said he’s enjoyed the 
interaction with residents and tackling 
the wide assortment of issues that have 
surfaced.

“It’s incredibly gratifying to be able to 
do something good for the town,” said 
Berra, a former CPA as well as an attorney 
who worked in the Office of Tax Policy at 
the U.S. Department of the Treasury in 
Washington, D.C. under Presidents Bush 
and Clinton and is a longtime community 
volunteer. 

“Importantly, we clearly have rounded 
the corner in terms of the Town Board 
members working well with each other 
and with the town’s residents, although 
there has been some potential disruption 
on the town front recently..”

In this year’s election, Berra, who 
has been endorsed by the Democratic, 
Conservative and Independence parties, 

faces planning board member Guy 
Mezzancello for the one year remaining in 
Schiliro’s unexpired term.  In 2013, Berra 
ran as an independent with Democratic 
backing, but has since registered as a 
Democrat.

Road Repair
The tax cap signed into law three 

years ago has impacted how virtually all 
municipalities balance budgets. While 
there are many costs a town must manage, 
Berra said it’s critical to focus on managing 
the substantial capital costs for important 
projects that affect quality of life. 

One example is the need for the town 
to maximize the life of the expensive 
Highway Department vehicles that 
provide crucial services. Another is 
road repair. Berra dislikes borrowing, 
but indicated that it potentially could be 
much cheaper to borrow at current very 
low interest rates to improve the roads 
more quickly rather than trying to catch 
up with more expensive expenditures 
through the annual operating budget. 
Ultimately, the town could have superior 
road quality faster and at a lower cost, and 
also save on road maintenance costs, he 
said.

Downtown Parking
The opening of Armonk Square has 

helped create a more vibrant downtown 
for the hamlet, with stores filled and 

scores of customers. Accompanying that 
added activity, however, is more traffic. 
Berra said the current parking situation 
“needs improvement and is something 
we will fix.” This year the board has 
been working to extend the parking area 
behind Hergenhan Recreation Center.  
The goal is to provide additional parking 
there that will be used by employees of the 
various businesses, which will free up for 
customers convenient parking spaces that 
currently are occupied by employees for 
extended periods.

The town also is exploring other options 
for more parking, including at the end of 
Kent Place, although he does not believe 
that location is the ideal option. He also 
considered the possibility of a multilevel 
parking structure behind the stores on 
the west side of Main Street that would be 
partially submerged with the top level at 
street level, but the indications to date are 
that it is not economically feasible.

Affordable Housing 
Earlier this year Berra cast his vote in 

the unanimous approval of the town’s 
model ordinance which established the 
guidelines for the future development 
of affordable housing in North Castle. 
However, he voted against rezoning an 
additional parcel next to the previously 
rezoned old lumberyard property on 
Bedford Road to allow for 14 units of 
multifamily housing taxed at preferential 
condominium rates, which was presented 
as providing for the possibility of 14 
affordable units. Although he hopes he 
ultimately is proven wrong, Berra felt that 
assurances from developer Michael Fareri 
necessary to ensure that the proposed 
affordable units actually would be built 
were absent.  Berra said it’s important for 
the town to comply with the affordable 
housing settlement with the federal 
government and the location “makes 

North Castle’s Berra Looks to Continue Service on Town Board

By Martin Wilbur
Since he arrived in Armonk 30 

years ago, Guy Mezzancello has been 
consistently active in the Town of North 
Castle.

Whether it was assuming the 
commissionership of the Armonk Baseball 
League or putting up lights at Community 
Field, the electrical contractor said he’s 
always given back to the community.

In 2009, Mezzancello, 57, was one 
of three hopefuls who vied for the 
Democratic nomination for supervisor, 
losing to the late Becky Kittredge. Three 
years ago, he was appointed to fill a 
vacancy on the town’s planning board.

Now in 2014, after being contacted by 
the Republican Committee in the spring, 
he’s thrown his hat back into the political 
ring, challenging Councilman Jose Berra 
to complete Michael Schiliro’s unexpired 
term on the town board.

“I’ve always been involved in the town,” 
Mezzancello explained of his decision to 
get back into the political fray. I enjoy the 
town, doing things for the town. It was a 
perfect time to go after it.”

Brynwood
Mezzancello said while he’s well-versed 

in many of the issues affecting the town, 
his familiarity and knowledge of those 
issues from his time on the planning 
board would be a plus on the town board. 
Perhaps no bigger application faces the 
town than the golf course redesign and 88 

residential units that have been proposed 
by the Brynwood Golf & Country Club.

He prefers to see the property remain 
a golf course, but doesn’t want the town 
to have condominium owners getting the 
steep tax break.

“Something’s going to happen up 
there, it’s a beautiful piece of property,” 
said Mezzancello, the planning board’s 
representative on the Comprehensive 
Plan Steering Committee. “I would hope 
to keep the golf course in our hometown 

of North Castle. I want to keep it green 
but I do want the taxation to be correct. 
Why should we give it away cheap?”

Mezzancello, who said that 88 units 
is too dense for the property, would be 
willing to explore a compromise of 60 to 
65 units as long as there’s no additional 
burden to the schools and roads and to 
the taxpayers.

Affordable Housing
Mezzancello said he was pleased the 

town approved developer Michael Fareri’s 
plan to bring a combination of market 
rate and affordable housing units to the 
site of the old lumberyard on Armonk’s 
Bedford Road. The infrastructure is in 
place near the center of the hamlet and it 
shows that North Castle is contributing to 
the county’s affordable housing stock.

“I think we’ve done a great job over 
there with Fareri doing his thing and 
moving the buildings over,” Mezzancello 
said. “I think it’s a good spot for it.”

About a month and a half ago, the 
town was listed by the federal monitor as 
having potentially exclusionary zoning 
but Mezzancello didn’t think that was 
accurate. The town could also consider 
using a North White Plains property, 
the former United Rental location, on 
Washington Avenue as another site for 
more affordable units.

Road Repairs
With interest rates still extremely low, 

Mezzancello is a proponent of borrowing 
money to help improve the condition 
of the roads more quickly than funding 
through the annual budget.

“I think it has to start soon because the 
roads need help,” he said.

Parking
Creating more parking areas to ease the 

traffic and volume of cars in downtown 
Armonk since the opening of Armonk 
Square must be a priority, Mezzancello 
said. While expanding the lot behind 
Hergenhan Recreation Center is a good 
start, he believes the town will need to 
explore other options as well, including 
the more expensive Kent Place site and 
the Verizon lot near the library.

He also would be willing to ask Werber 
Management, owner of the Armonk 
Shopping Center where the new CVS is 
located, to make that lot into a parking 
district. Therefore, shoppers who go to 
Armonk Square could walk out of the lot 
and cross Maple Avenue to reach their 
destination.

Ward System
Mezzancello is strongly against the ward 

system, which will be on a special election 
ballot on Nov. 13. For a town of 12,000 
residents, there’s no need to increase 
the size of government and spend more 
money. Many residents would have less 
representation and face more red tape.

Mezzancello Hoping to Make Jump to Town Board in No. Castle

José Berra

Guy Mezzancello
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Challenger Day Ready to Tackle Big Challenges for 17th C.D. District
By Martin Wilbur

This year’s race for the 17th 
Congressional District seat may be Chris 
Day’s first candidacy for public office, 
but he’s no political neophyte.

Last fall he managed the successful race 
waged by his father, Rockland County 
Executive Ed Day, and was planning to 
do the same for a would-be candidate 
who was set to take on longtime Rep. 
Nita Lowey this November.

However, that candidate dropped 
out early this year and the district’s 
Republicans turned to Day to represent 
the party. The 29-year-old Yale graduate 
and former U.S Army Infantry officer, 
who served two months in Iraq and a 
year in Afghanistan, was ready to focus 
on his five-year-old son and career at a 
private equity and venture capital firm 
that invests in Israeli tech startups. 

But when presented with the 
opportunity to run, Day jumped in. He 
said the lack of compromise on Capitol 
Hill that sees a polarization between 
Democrats and Republicans has 
prevented the country from addressing 
its most serious problems.

“I felt the challenges we are facing as a 
country are enormous and I’m not really 
seeing people being focused on them 
and trying to bring people together and 
tackle it,” said Day, who is running on 

the Republican and Conservative lines. 
“My concerns are that (my son) and kids 
of his generation are not going to have 
the opportunity that I had so I decided 
to run.”

Issues that have been ignored are 
real solutions for the economy, which 
hasn’t responded well since the Great 
Recession despite gains on Wall Street; 
corporate taxation that doesn’t benefit 
individuals or businesses; a broken 
immigration policy; and foreign policy 
that is “rudderless.”

Regarding the economy, Day wants to 
see a simplification of the corporate tax        
code and to close the loopholes that 
sees Fortune 500 companies typically 
pay about 12 percent taxes on company 
profits while small businesses are paying 
close to 35 percent.

Day said his plan would call for 
companies that meet certain criteria for 
employee pay, executive compensation 
and outsourced and overseas production 
receive a 13 percent tax rate. Those 
companies that don’t meet the standards 
would continue to pay the current 35 
percent rate.

By providing companies with an 
incentive to pay better salaries and 
limiting outsourcing to foreign countries, 
that would address income inequality 
and get more people off federal programs 

such as food stamps.
“It will pull people up with their 

salaries and using the market to do it,” 
Day said. “It also helps create jobs in 
America.”

He supports term limits and a balanced 
budget amendment, calling the national 
debt an economic and national security 
threat.

Day is a supporter of Gen. Martin 
Dempsey’s recommendation to put 
15,000 troops into Iraq to head off the 
growing threat from ISIS. He criticized 
the administration and Lowey for its 

slow action to provide support to its 
growing threat in Iraq.

“You can’t expect the American 
infantry, much less the Iraqi infantry, 
to hold their own without any airpower 
against a motivated, intensive fighting 
force,” Day said. “It just doesn’t work that 
way in combat.”

Despite Lowey’s pro-Israel history, Day 
criticized her and the administration for 
cutting off commercial flights to Tel Aviv 
but not to and from nations impacted by 
the Ebola virus, which should have been 
done already.

The lack of urgency in Washington 
manifests itself in the immigration 
debate. Day said that the absence of 
a coherent immigration policy--both 
legal and illegal--and the inability to 
secure the country’s borders and ports 
is a matter of human safety and national 
security. 

The country must continue to explore 
alternative and renewable energy 
sources, including replacement of  the 
energy generated by Indian Point 
nuclear power plant. However,  Day 
took issue with Lowey’s contention that 
the United States is now more energy 
independent, saying it depends far too 
much on foreign oil.

He also took the congresswoman to 

By Martin Wilbur
Rep. Nita Lowey may be completing her 

26th year in the House of Representatives 
but she hasn’t lost her zest and passion for 
serving the country and residents of her 
district.

During another grueling campaign, 
where despite her experience she refuses 
to take the outcome for granted, Lowey, 
78, rises early to greet commuters at train 
stations and bus stops throughout the 
reconfigured 17th Congressional District, 
which for the first time takes in all of 
Rockland County in addition to much of 
central and northern Westchester.

“You know what gives me the greatest 
joy of all? Helping people,” said Lowey, a 
Harrison resident who is running on the 
Democratic and Working Family lines 
against first-time candidate, Republican 
Chris Day. “I love being able to help 
people and making a difference in their 
lives. Whether it’s an individual case with 
the veterans or whether it’s providing $4 
million to Head Start, you really make a 
big difference in people’s lives.”

Part of making a difference is not only 
tending to the big issues of the day but on 
the smaller ones that affects the public 
regularly. Throughout her congressional 
career, Lowey has focused on health-
related issues, such as introducing 
legislation requiring clear and concise 
information regarding food allergens. 

She also helped lead the legislation that 
helped set the national standard of a .08 
blood-alcohol for intoxication.

The health issue facing the international 
medical community today is preventing 
the Ebola virus from mushrooming into 
a global crisis. Most recently, Lowey met 
with regional hospital directors to hear 
their plans for testing, isolation and 
treating patients afflicted with the virus. 
Properly treating Ebola patients will cost 
hundreds of thousands of dollars each 
and Lowey has pledged to fight for greater 
federal funding for hospitals to deal with 

the challenge. 
She brushed aside Day’s criticism of the 

Obama Administration acting too slowly. 
Cutting off flights from certain countries, 
for example, is unrealistic in a global 
economy.

“They don’t come directly from Liberia,” 
Lowey said. “What are you going to do, 
cut off all flights from Great Britain?”

Another major concern for Lowey is 
the spiraling cost of college tuition. She 
said she has pressed her congressional 
colleagues to allow students to refinance 
their college loans With so many recent 
graduates $50,000 to $60,000 or more in 
debt, refinancing would ease their burden 
and help the economy.

“Big business can do it, why shouldn’t 
students?” Lowey asked.

Lowey said the threat of terrorism 
would not force her to support placing 
American troops on the ground in Iraq to 
fight ISIS at this time. She agrees with the 
formation of the coalition that should be 
led by many of the countries in the region, 
such as Saudi Arabia, the United Arab 
Emirates and Turkey.

“Some like (General Martin) Dempsey 
have said this can’t be done without 
troops on the ground but we’re not doing 
this alone,” Lowey said. “It’s not the 
United States of America versus ISIS, so 
I applaud the president for moving in a 
very thoughtful and strategic way and 

building a coalition.”
Lowey took issue with her opponent’s 

characterization that she is anything less 
than one of the staunchest supporters 
of Israel in the U.S. Congress. She 
acknowledged that the brief interruption 
of commercial flights this summer was 
wrong when unrest flared but through 
her leadership the U.S. was able to quickly 
restore them and continue helping Israel 
with funding.

As the ranking Democrat of the 
Appropriations Committee, Lowey said 
she has 12 subcommittees that report to 
her, influence she is able to use to help 
fund initiatives she feels is crucial to the 
district, such as more money for Head 
Start.

While Lowey is pleased that the stock 
market continues to be near record 
highs despite a recent pullback and 
unemployment is at its lowest since the 
Great Recession, she is worried about 
those who can’t find jobs. She wants to 
see more resources placed in educating 
today’s students for careers related to 
science, technology, engineering and 
math (STEM). 

Training in those fields, particularly the 
energy industry, is crucial as the country 
steadily moves away from dependence 
on foreign oil and explores alternatives, 
Lowey said. She said she wants to see 

Helping Constituents Biggest Thrill as Lowey Seeks 14th Term

Chris Day

Rep. Nita Lowey

continued on page 7

continued on page 7
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“I think the ward system is good for 
larger, much larger communities, but the 
numbers speak for themselves,” he said. 
“Out of 932 towns in New York, only 11 
have it.”

Mezzancello said he has no doubts that 
if he’s elected he would fit right in on the 
current board.

“I’m a team player all the way and I 
think everybody on that board will say 
the same thing,” he said.

North Castle’s Berra Looks to Continue 
Service on Town Board

Challenger Day Ready to Tackle Big 
Challenges for 17th C.D. District

Helping Constituents Biggest Thrill as 
Lowey Seeks 14th Term

Murphy Looks to Make Jump to 40th 
Senate District Seat

Dillon Looks to Bring Fresh Approach to 
State, 37th Senate District

Latimer Looks to Fend Off Challenge in 
First Senate Re-election Bid

Wagner Hopes Second Time’s the Charm in 
40th Senate District Race 

danger. What Democrats have included, 
is far outside the mainstream approach, 
he said.

“This is where I have an issue,” said 
Dillon, who added that it wouldn’t 
jeopardize  a women’s right to choose, 
which is outlined in the current law 
and in Roe. v. Wade.”I find that to be 
reprehensible.” 

Dillon supports a full repeal of the 
SAFE Act, which was passed a month 

after the Newtown, Conn. massacre. 
He also backs term limits that would 

restrict service of officials to eight years 
in office and chided Latimer for being “a 
30-year career politician” who votes along 
party lines 97 percent of the time.

“I’m doing this not to have a career in 
Albany,” Dillon explained. “I’m going up 
there for a finite time period to get things 
done.”

be in need of clarification, Latimer 
supports most of the bill that was passed 
in January 2012. He said the courts 
have already overruled on limiting the 
ammunition to seven clips

Latimer said he is open to amending 
other portions of the bill.

“I’m looking for a reasonable middle 
ground,” he said. “There are people on 
the left who want to confiscate personal 
handguns. I don’t think that’s viable nor 
is it the right thing to do.”

He is also a supporter of the Women’s 
Equality Act.

health, was in danger.
“Bring Justin Wagner here. I’ll sign 

off on nine of the 10 points right now,” 
Murphy said. “On the last point you 
would not only be harming the baby but 
also the woman. If you think as a health 
practitioner that I would vote to allow a 
non-health professional to perform that 
procedure it is incomprehensible.”

NY SAFE Act
Murphy said he would support a 

full repeal of the New York Secure 
Ammunition and Firearms Enforcement 
Act of 2013. The gun control law was 
passed by the state Legislature on Jan. 15, 
2013, and was signed into law the same 

day by Gov. Andrew Cuomo. 
“It’s just a matter of doing things the 

right way. Don’t shoot and then aim. 
I think that’s what they did,” Murphy 
remarked. “As a father of three kids it 
knocked me to my core what happened 
in Newtown but under this law an SRO 
officer would become a criminal by going 
on school grounds with a gun.”

Murphy noted that he voted to put a 
drug enforcement officer on the Yorktown 
Police Department to help combat the 
growing heroin problem in the region, 
adding Putnam is considered one of the 
highest drug trafficking counties in the 
state.

was signed into law the same day by 
Gov. Cuomo. 

However, he said he “takes exception 
to how it was passed,” noting he supports 
legislation that prohibits voting in the 
state legislature after 9 p.m.

“So many deaths are attributable to 
unlocked guns,” he said. “Ninety percent 
of Americans support background 
checks. I care deeply against the crisis 
of gun violence. I reject the idea that we 
can’t do anything to make the streets 
safe.”

a lot of sense.” “It has the necessary 
infrastructure, in particular, sewers, water 
and public transportation.”

Brynwood
During the past year, there has been no 

further activity on the Brynwood Golf & 
Country Club’s residential development 
and golf course redesign. Berra opposes 
the project at its current level of 
density--88 units--but could support a 
reasonable density bonus at the site. 

If Brynwood were to be granted a 
density bonus, there would have to be a 
clear benefit for the town and the quality 
of life should not be significantly degraded 
for existing residents most affected by the 
change, in particular nearby neighbors at 
Windmill Farms. 

Berra maintains that with rare 
exceptions, all housing in town should be 
taxed the same as private homes, not at a 
preferential condominium rate.

Ward System
Berra opposes the ward system for the 

town. A Nov. 13 referendum will decide 
whether the town board continues with 
four at-large council seats or changes to 
a Ward system whereby each Ward elects 
just one Councilperson. For a town of 
about 12,000 residents, wards are not 
needed, he said.

“One of the principal objections I have 
is that it is divisive and flies in the face of 
the progress we have made getting the 
board and all the residents work together 
constructively,” Berra said. 

Mezzancello Looking to Make Jump to 
Town Board in No. Castle

task for her inability to secure funding-
-not just loans--to help finance the 
new Tappan Zee Bridge construction. 
While she does bring money back to the 
district, Day pointed out that she had no 
legislation passed in 2013.

Day pledged to work with pragmatists 
on both sides of the aisle and be willing 
to compromise, but wouldn’t kowtow to 

Speaker John Boehner or the Tea Party.
“If you think America is going in the 

wrong direction, if you think we need 
a new way of getting things done, and 
focus on pragmatic issues and focus on 
21st century approaches instead of a 
20th century approach to things, new 
ideas, fresh ideas, independent ideas 
working across the aisle, then vote for me 
instead,” Day said.

nuclear energy phased out at Indian Point 
and eventually converted to another 
source.

“That is why I’m so focused on 
education, preparing our young people 
for  the jobs of the future so we’re ready,” 
she said.

Lowey said she was able to help get 

toward construction of the new Tappan 
Zee Bridge, but waiting until federal funds 
are in place to build the bridge wasn’t 
realistic, funding Day said he would fight 
to obtain.

“If he thinks as a back-bencher he’s 
going to influence the Tea Party crowd 
and the Republican Party, I have some 
questions,” Lowey said.
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By Pat Casey
Calling himself an issue-oriented 

progressive Democrat with the 
endorsement of the Working Families 
Party, Tom Abinanti wants to see fairness 
return to politics and governance in New 
York State. 

In seeking re-election to the 92nd 
Assembly District, which includes 
Greenburgh and Mount Pleasant, he has 
disagreed with certain policies of the state’s 
administration. 

Since he was elected to the district in 
November 2011, Abinanti said he began 
working for change. This is the work he 
wants to continue.

“I am not shy about being critical of 
Gov. Cuomo,” Abinanti said. “Many 
people are disenchanted with the direction 
we are taking. I would like to see the 
administration change its philosophy 
about austerity. It’s not good. People need 
government. What we are seeing is a 
decline of fairness.”

As a former 19-year Westchester County 
legislator, Abinanti, 67, a Pleasantville 
resident, said he considers his work in 
Albany important because it establishes 
major policies. Local governments can do 
more but for fewer people.

If re-elected, Abinanti wants to make 
sure the state pays its fair share. 

“Concentration on reducing taxes for 
the people at the top is just the wrong 

emphasis, the state should be focusing 
on services,” he contended. “By limiting 
revenues, it is impossible for the state to 
perform basic services. The rich are paying 
too little and everyone else is paying too 
much. We have to get rid of this reliance 
on property taxes.”

Abinanti called Cuomo’s mandate relief 
committee illusory. 

“What most people are complaining 
about are the big-ticket items, but they 
form the basis for the very way we run the 
system,” he said. 

Pensions, for example, are built into the 
New York system.

“There have been abuses, but they are 
not typical of the system,” Abinanti said. 
“The mandates most people are talking 
about don’t add up to much savings.”

With regard to big-ticket items such 
as Medicaid, Abinanti said it’s the 
state’s responsibility, with some local 
participation. 

Abinanti said he has developed 
relationships with lawmakers on both sides 
of the aisle from the Hudson Valley and 
Long Island, which is especially important 
when New York City’s representatives look 
to pick up votes.

“Most of us from the suburbs are on the 
same page or essentially on the same page,” 
he said.

Abinanti wants to freeze the Common 
Core. 

“It was an outrage and (an) 
unprofessional roll out,” he said. “I asked 
for the resignation of the commissioner 
of education. He did not meet with the 
school superintendents before rolling the 
program out. How do you make a major 
policy decision before meeting with the 
people who will be carrying it out? This is 
a step down for us in the suburbs.”

Saying he is in constant communication 
with the municipalities in his district, 
Abinanti is aware that “just about everyone 
was furious about the 2 percent tax cap.”

“Everyone is trying to comply, but 
you can’t push things off. The roads are 
deteriorating, for example,” he said.

Regarding the new Tappan Zee Bridge, 
Abinanti believes that the toll should not 
have to increase by more than $2 or $3. In 
fact, he claims that if the bridge paid for 
itself and not a greater portion of the state 
Thruway system, this would be possible.

On the SAFE Act, Abinanti said there 
are positives and negatives, which could 
have been worked out if the bill had not 
been raced through the legislature.

On campaign reform, Abinanti supports 
public matching funds. He explained that 
by changing a few random laws the state is 
not addressing the main problem, which is 
the reliance on big money. 

“Small contributions from everyday 
people maximizes their contribution,” he 
said. 

Abinanti would like to see Indian Point 
nuclear power plant closed and does not 
believe hydraulic fracturing is safe at this 
point. 

“I will continue voting for a moratorium 
on fracking until we can prove it does not 
hurt people,” he said.

A supporter of the Women’s Equality Act, 
Abinanti regards the late-term abortion 
issue as one that should be governed by 
health principles. 

“It is currently in penal law and should 
be moved out to civil law,” he said.

Abinanti Pursues Fairness for Assembly District Re-election Bid

By Pat Casey
Mike Duffy, 62, is running for the 

92nd New York State Assembly District, 
challenging Democratic incumbent Tom 
Abinanti.

“A seat in the New York State Assembly 
is the people’s seat,” Duffy said, adding that 
after years of working in law enforcement 
he wants to focus on a different area of 
public service.“I’ve always had an interest 
in politics.” 

Duffy’s first political run was for a 
Republican district leader position in 
Mount Pleasant in 2010, where he’s lived 
for 22 years. 

“That’s how I got my feet wet with the 
local party,” he said.

In 2012 he decided to run for a seat 
on the Mount Pleasant Town Board. 
Throwing his hat into the ring a too late, 
Duffy said another candidate beat him to 
the party’s nomination.

Then in 2013, he began speaking with 
several party officials and they gave him the 
nod at the GOP convention in May to run 
for the Assembly seat. An endorsement by 
the Conservative Party followed soon after.

Duffy said it doesn’t hurt that Westchester 
County Executive Rob Astorino the 
Republican gubernatorial candidate, also 
shares the same home town.

Duffy smiled when he said he has not 
left the 10601 zip code of downtown 
White Plains too often. He was born and 

raised in White Plains, went to St. John the 
Evangelist School on Hamilton Avenue, 
then Stepinac High School, followed by 
John Jay College of Criminal Justice.

He later graduated from Pace Law 
School, where his interest was land use 
law, although his current focus is criminal 
defense work.

Duffy became a White Plains police 
officer in 1972, assigned to the patrol 
and detective divisions, and served on 
the Street Crime Unit and Vice Control 
Unit. His work there involved narcotics, 
prostitution and gambling violations.

In 1985, he went to the Westchester 
County District Attorney’s office as a 
criminal investigator. In 2004, he retired, 
began work at a White Plains law firm 
as an associate and in 2006 he struck out 
on his own. His law office is located in 
downtown White Plains. Duffy is also a 
member of the Mount Pleasant Industrial 
Development Agency.

On the issues, Duffy said property taxes 
are key. 

“In every municipality you hear that 
property taxes have to be driven down by 
controlling mandates at the state level,” he 
said. 

Duffy agrees with the 2 percent tax cap 
and believes Medicaid payments should be 
taken on by the state, relieving the counties 
of the burden.

While Duffy supports most of the 10 

points of the Women’s Equality Act and 
thinks equal pay for women is a no-brainer, 
he opposes late-term abortions under any 
circumstances. 

“That is a deal breaker for me,” he said.
Duffy said nuclear power plants are 

reasonably safe and he’s generally in favor of 
hydrofracking, although he acknowledges 
the verdict is still out in New York and 
doesn’t want to promote any technology 
that damages the environment or harms 
people and their property.

He likes the idea of alternative and 
renewable energy sources like wind and 
solar power, but is not sure what the energy 
return is. 

“If clean energy can produce the same 
amount of power as traditional sources, 
then go with the clean energy,” he said.

Duffy said there are good and bad 
features to Common Core. Admitting 
he’s not an education expert, the program 
should be re-evaluated, he said.

A toll increase on the new Tappan Zee 
Bridge up to $14 would have a negative 
impact on the local economy. He would 
rather see light rail transit on the new 
bridge rather than the planned bus rapid 
transit. 

Coming from a public safety 
background, Duffy said he would repeal 
the SAFE Act, calling it “the so-called safe 
act.”

“It’s a bad law, passed in the middle of the 
night,” he said. “Nobody wants mentally ill 
people to have guns. Westchester County 
already does a mental health check and a 
criminal and background check.”

Duffy would like to see term limits of 
about eight years for all state seats. That is 
enough time to get things done, he said. 

“Unlimited terms breed corruption, and 
politicians begin to feel the seat is theirs, 
not the people’s seat. The 92nd District seat 
has been Democratic for a long time. It is 
time for a change.”

Challenger Duffy Faces Test for 92ndAssembly District

Tom Abinanti

Mike Duffy
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