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Brandon Castro’s Three Touchdowns
Lead Pleasantville Past Host Briarcliff
and Into the Class B Sectional Playoffs 
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By A.J. Martelli
The Westlake football team needed 

a win Saturday afternoon to keep its 
playoff hopes alive, but had the powerful 
Our Lady of Lourdes Warriors standing 
in the way. Although the Wildcats stood 
tall on defense, they were unable to 
generate quite enough offense and fell 
14-7 to the Warriors at home in the 
regular-season finale for both teams.

Westlake coach Rich Hennessy 
thought his players did an admirable job 
standing toe-to-toe with the Warriors, 
who were the Class B section finalists 
last season after winning the title in 
2012. 

“It was a great battle,” he said moments 
after huddling with his team following 
the game. “I can’t tell you how proud I 
am of my guys, how they stepped up, 
how they played right to the end. That’s 
a great football team over there; a great 
head coach. Unfortunately, it just didn’t 
fall our way today.”

Westlake, trailing by a touchdown 
with little time to spare in the fourth 
quarter, managed to gain possession on 
its own 15-yard line by stopping Lourdes 
on fourth down with 2:42 to go. The 
Wildcats kept their comeback hopes 
alive with a pair of first downs until 
Warrior cornerback Luke Timm came 
up with a game-clinching interception 
near midfield to seal the outcome.

“Our defense had us in the end, got 
that big stop which gave us the ball 
back – I can’t say enough about them,” 
Hennessy said. ”They just played real 
awesome, fought right to the end. Our 
guys came ready to play, they never gave 
up and they never quit.” 

The Wildcats held a Lourdes team 
now 6-1 scoreless through the first 
quarter and most of the second, forcing 
turnovers and stopping the passing 
game. But with 2:53 left in the half, the 
Warriors marched down to the Westlake 
12-yard line. Quarterback Dean Rotger 
took it from there, bursting through 
the middle and into the end zone on a 
keeper for a Warrior touchdown. 

Rotger then found Timm in the 
middle of the end zone to complete 
a two-point conversion that allowed 
Lourdes to take an 8-0 lead into the 
halftime intermission.

The Wildcats, who were led by Jason 
Kalle’s 95 yards on 20 carries, had an 
opportunity to get on the scoreboard 
first. But after driving all the way to 
the Warriors’ 3-yard line on their first 
possession of the game, they turned the 
ball over when quarterback Tom Castro 
had his pass under pressure picked off 
near the goal line.

Westlake was still behind by eight 
points as the fourth quarter began, 
but in possession of the ball at its own 
43-yard line. Unfortunately for the 
Wildcats, OLL linebacker Dan Cox 
came up with an interception, allowing 

the Warriors to soon make their way 
down to the Wildcats’ 5-yard line. 

Cox, switching over to a running 
back with Lourdes in possession, 
penetrated the Westlake defensive 
line for the Warriors’ second and final 
touchdown. Rotger’s pass for the two-
point-conversion attempt was dropped, 
leaving Lourdes with a 14-0 lead with 
8:40 to go.

A little more than three minutes 
later, the Wildcats, who also needed a 
Pleasantville loss on Saturday as part 
of their long-shot scenario of making 
the Class B playoffs, finally managed to 
put some points on the board. Anthony 
Sardo ran into the end zone for a 36-
yard touchdown that enabled Westlake 

to close its deficit to just seven points 
with 5:12 left in the game. 

“He does it every week,” Hennessy 
said. “Anthony and the rest of them get 
us where we need to be, and I’m proud 
of all of them.”

But the Westlake playoff dreams soon 
ended with the second interception of 
the game from Timm. Instead of being 
one of just four teams in Class B to earn 
a playoff berth next week, the Wildcats 
will be hosting Albertus Magnus on 
Saturday afternoon in a consolation 
game. 

Even before he knew the Wildcats’ 
next opponent, Hennessy was expecting 
his team to practice hard this coming 
week, as usual, and gear up for their 
next game.

“The athletic directors have to meet 
and calculate it out,” he said, “and see 
who we match up with next week and 
the week after. We’ll get back to work 
and get going.”
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A Loss to Lourdes Ends the Playoff Hopes for Westlake  

Westlake’s Anthony Sardo returns a kick during 
Saturday’s home game vs. Lourdes.

Christian DeBiase (66) and the Westlake defense 
get ready at the line of  scrimmage in the Wildcats’ 
last game of  the regular season this past 
weekend.

Jason Kalle of  Westlake gets close to the goal line as he runs with the ball in the first quarter of  
Saturday’s 14-7 loss to Our Lady of  Lourdes.

Westlake quarterback Tom Castro carries the 
football in the first half  of  Saturday’s game vs. 
visiting Lourdes.

Lourdes quarterback Dean Rotger is tackled by 
the Wildcat defense in the first half  of  Saturday’s 
game.

Westlake coach Rich Hennessy watches his 
team battle the Lourdes Warriors on Saturday 
afternoon.
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Playoff-Bound Pleasantville Beats the Bears to End a Losing Skid 
By Monica D’Ippolito

A game seemingly meaningless on 
paper was all that mattered Saturday 
morning as two schools whose campuses 
are less than two miles apart renewed 
their friendly rivalry.

Pleasantville needed a win a little 
more than Briarcliff/Hamilton did, as 
the Panthers playoff hopes were still alive 
heading into the matchup, despite a two-
game losing streak.

“We needed to get that losing taste out 
of our mouth,” Pleasantville coach Tony 
Becerra said shortly after the Panthers 
ended their recent skid and finished 
the regular season at 4-3. “Even though 
this game wouldn’t have counted for the 
playoffs, to us it did. We needed that 
momentum, we needed that winning 
feeling; we needed to get back on track.”

It looked like the Panthers did just that, 
getting back on the right track with a 27-
13 victory.

“Coming off two losses, we just really 
needed the win,” said Pleasantville 
fullback Michael Hammond, who scored 
one of the Panther touchdowns. “It’s 
going to boost us through to the playoffs.”

With an Our Lady of Lourdes 14-7 win 
over Westlake earlier in the afternoon, the 
Panthers clinched a playoff berth and will 
take on Nanuet, whom they lost to 6-0 
earlier in the month.

“No,” Becerra said, when asked if he was 
keeping tabs on the Lourdes vs. Westlake 
game. “I mean, I was made aware of it 
once their game was over, but we weren’t 
tracking them as the game went on.”

Brandon Castro converted on three 
third-down plays on the game’s first 
scoring drive. Eventually, he capped 
it off with a two-yard touchdown run, 
putting the Panthers up 7-0. The senior 
accumulated 63 yards on the drive and 
ultimately finished with 188 yards on 33 
touches.

Pleasantville was down a few running 
backs, which led to an extended work 
load for Castro.

“Jack (Browne) tweaked an ankle 
in school (Friday) and we found out 
(Saturday) morning he wasn’t going to 
be able to go,” Becerra said. “He should 
be fine for next week though, but I was 

confident in Brandon doing the job.”
Briarcliff answered back early in the 

second quarter. On a third-and-goal at 
the 8-yard line, Bears quarterback Matt 
Heyda threw to Ryan Celaj in the flat. 
Celaj shook a tackle and crossed the goal 
line, but after the missed extra point the 
Panthers were still ahead 7-6.

With time winding down in the half, 
Pleasantville’s Baylor Rosenbaum had 
a huge stop on third down, putting the 
Bears in fourth and long. Briarcliff then 
punted to Castro, who broke a tackle and 
ran 38 yards the opposite direction for 
a Pleasantville touchdown – extending 
the Panther lead to 14-6 heading into 
halftime.

“I saw a guy coming from my left side, 
so I kept moving more toward the sideline 
and then Javaun Smith blocked him, so I 
saw an opening,” Castro recalled. “I kept 
going down and then saw another guy 
coming near my legs and I stiff-armed 
him and just took it all the way.”

On a fourth down and five on their own 
37-yard line in the third quarter, the Bears 
decided on faking a punt. Pleasantville 
was not fooled on the play and stopped 
the Bears just short.

“We thought it would be more 
beneficial for our team to run the fake and 
we came up about a foot short,” Briarcliff 

coach John Consorti explained. “It was 
more who they had back there and (us) 
covering it, but that’s a part of our special 
teams, we run a lot of fakes. Just didn’t 
work out this time.”

Hammond eventually finished off the 
ensuing drive with an 11-yard touchdown 
run with 4:54 remaining in the quarter. 
He ended the day with 68 yards on 13 
carries, which was good for a healthy 5.2 

yards-per-carry average.
“It’s great,” Hammond said about the 

extended touches on offense. “I love to 
help the team when I can and, you know, 
for the next game I’ll just try to do the 
same exact thing I did this week.”

Late in the third quarter, Briarcliff ’s 
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Briarcliff’s Sam Hahn returns a kick during 
Saturday’s Homecoming game vs. visiting 
Pleasantville.

Briarcliff  quarterback Matt Heyda tries to escape 
the grasp of  Pleasantville tackle John Tucci in 
Saturday afternoon’s game.

Pleasantville quarterback Jeff  Barile tries to avoid 
the rush of  Briarcliff’s Jeff  Boyd during Saturday’s 
game, won by the Panthers.

Pleasantville’s Brandon Castro leaves a path of  destruction as he carries the ball in Saturday’s game 
at Briarcliff.

Collin Hatcher (4) of  Briarcliff  recovers a Pleasantville fumble in the second half  of  Saturday’s game.

Stefano Paone of  Briarcliff  tries to run past Logan 
Schneeweiss of  Pleasantville this past weekend.

Michael Hammond of  Pleasantville carries the 
football for a touchdown in the second half  vs. 
host Briarcliff.

continued on page S7
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nd Brandi Coon added 17 as the 
Vikings, now 11-5 this season, won their 

10th consecutive game and continued 
to build momentum for the upcoming 

sectional playoffs.
“Give ‘em a lot of credit because it was a 

slow start, but the girls hung in there and 
eventually they started

Greeley’s Abby Darlington sends the ball over the 
net in the Quakers’ three-games-to-one loss at 
Somers.

SPORTS 
SCENE
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Horace Greeley’s Emily Mason tries to block the 
ball in last Wednesday’s match at Somers.

Above: Pleasantville’s Alyssa Nagel hits the ball 
past Briarcliff’s Emily Silvershein in last week’s 
3-2 come-from-behind win by the Panthers.

Right: Briarcliff’s Sarah Biano sets up the Bears’ 
offense in last Wednesday’s game.

Horace Greeley’s Zoe Moskowitz gets ready to 
serve the ball at last Wednesday’s volleyball 
match at Somers High School.

Juliana Corradi of  Valhalla scores a first-half  goal 
in Saturday’s 7-0 Viking win.

Caroline Cancino of  Pleasantville displays some 
fancy stick work during last Wednesday’s game at 
Briarcliff  that was won by the Panthers.

Julia Forster of  Greeley sets the ball for the 
Quakers during last week’s road match vs. the 
Somers Tuskers.

Valhalla’s Raphaela Dasilva battles in the air for 
possession of  the ball vs. visiting Lincoln.

Pleasantville’s Michelle Alvarez celebrates after 
tying last week’s game vs. host Briarcliff  with a 
late goal.

Briarcliff’s Teresa Marinaccio tries to slip past the 
Pleasantville defense in last week’s home game 
vs. the Panthers.

Above: Valhalla’s Vanessa Romero sends a shot 
on goal in Saturday’s win over Lincoln. She had 
three goals and three assists.

Right: Kayla Greenberg of  Valhalla takes the ball 
up the right sideline in Saturday’s easy win over 
Lincoln.
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Abvoe: Fox Lane’s Ally Hewitt reaches for a return 
during her doubles match last Tuesday afternoon.

Right: Greeley’s Alexandra Kung follows through 
on a serve at last week’s conference tournament.

GIRLS’ 
TENNIS

 
Conference 1 Tourney

Cross Court Tennis Club
Wappingers Falls, NY
October 14-18, 2014

Horace Greeley’s Lily Glotzer moves forward to hit 
a forehand during her doubles match last Tuesday 
afternoon.

Taylor Cutroneo of  Fox Lane serves the ball on the 
way to reaching the tourney’s title match.

Greeley’s Carly Levitz keeps her 
eyes on the ball as she lines up a 
backhand return.

Alicia Bracco of  Fox Lane concentrates on a forehand at the Section 1, Conference 1 tournament.

Gwen Rauch of  Greeley gets set to hit a backhand 
en route to a third-place finish at the conference 
tourney.

The Quakers’ Anna Waterhouse prepares to 
crack a forehand during doubles action at the 
Conference 1 tournament.

Horace Greeley tennis players, left to right, Lily Glotzer, Alex Kung, Anna Waterhouse, Gwen Rauch and 
Carly Levitz participated in the Conference 1 tournament up in Dutchess County. 

Fox Lane’s Elaina Bruck hits a backhand return at 
last week’s conference tourney.
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By Andy Jacobs
The Fox Lane football team showed 

it could move the ball on Friday night 
against a quality opponent. 

Unfortunately for the Foxes, they also 
showed they could turn the ball over. 

With turnovers putting an end to four 
lengthy drives, Fox Lane wound up on 
the losing end to host Arlington, falling 
20-0 at Freedom Plains in the final game 
of the regular season. Senior running 
back Austin Greene ran for 97 yards and a 
pair of touchdowns as the playoff-bound 
Admirals extended their winning streak 
to six games.

“Those were killers,” said Fox Lane 
coach Steve Quinn afterwards about the 
untimely turnovers that dashed any hope 
his team had of upsetting the Admirals. 
“We were real pleased how we were able 
to move the ball tonight. But we had to 
cash in and we didn’t.”

As a result, the 1-6 Foxes were sent 
home with their fourth loss in a row. The 
turnover trouble began shortly after the 
opening kickoff when a botched handoff 
at the Admirals’ 20-yard line put an end 
to a five-minute drive that lasted 10 plays, 
covered 45 yards and was sustained when 
quarterback Luke Verrochi connected 
with Hunter White for a 16-yard pass play 
on third-and-eight.

Arlington took over at its own 15-yard 
line and managed to keep possession of 
the football for the rest of the quarter. 
The Admirals picked up a first down 

on fourth-and-three inside the Foxes’ 
5-yard line on the first play of the second 
period and quarterback Chris Cremin 
then scored from a yard out. Chris O’Neil 
added the extra point to give Arlington a 
7-0 lead. 

After the Foxes quickly went three-and-
out, the Admirals, whose only loss was 

to the John Jay Patriots the first week of 
the season, took advantage of good field 
position to stretch their lead. Greene 
scored his first touchdown of the evening 
on a 22-yard run to cap a seven-play, 
53-yard drive that gave Arlington a 13-0 
advantage with just over five minutes left 
in the first half. 

A 23-yard run by Verrochi into 
Arlington territory soon put the Foxes in 
position to reduce their deficit. But after a 
nine-yard pickup by Verrochi moved the 
ball down to the Admirals’ 23-yard line, 
a Verrochi pass was picked off by Ryan 
Denardo with 1:18 left on the clock. The 
Foxes walked off the field at halftime still 
trailing by 13 points.

“I think, as coaches, you always kick 
yourself,” said Quinn, asked whether he 
had any regrets choosing to throw in that 
situation. “We’ve had a tendency to run 
the ball heavy on first and second down, 
and it was only second and one. So the 
thought process was, ‘Throw the ball away 
if it’s not there and we’ll get the first down 
on that third down.’ We score there and 
we’re within a few points. It’s a different 
ballgame instead of playing from behind 
the whole way.”

When the teams returned to the field 
after an extended break that allowed 
the huge Arlington marching band to 
entertain the Senior Night crowd, it 
took the Admirals just 36 seconds to 
strike again. Anthony Badami returned 
the kickoff 40 yards to the Fox Lane 35-
yard line and, after an incomplete pass, 
Greene got to the left sideline and dashed 
all the way to the end zone for his second 
touchdown of the night. 

While Quinn admitted the long TD run 
by Greene took the wind out of the Foxes’ 
sails, he was pleased that the defensive 
unit made an impressive stand later on in 
the third quarter, stopping the Admirals 
on a fourth-and-goal play from the 1-yard 
line when a pass by Cremin intended for 
Justin Leigh fell incomplete.

“We stopped them down there,” said 
Quinn. “I was pretty proud of our defense 
and how we stood up.”

The fourth quarter began with the 
Foxes trailing by 20 points, but a couple of 
minutes into the period Lucas Beni broke 
free for a 35-yard run to the Admirals’ 
42.  A 30-yard scamper by Verrochi 
soon moved the ball inside the 10-yard 
line. Another run by the quarterback 
picked up six more yards before the Foxes 
committed their third disastrous turnover 
of the game, a fumble that Jordan Valerius 
picked up and advanced 35 yards. 

With just under four minutes left, Beni 
bolted 38 yards to the Admirals’ 42, then 
picked up another 11 yards on the next 
play. But with 90 seconds left, a Beni 
option pass from the 23-yard line was 
picked off by Marc Barbieri, ending the 
Foxes’ final chance to put points on the 
board. 

“These guys played their hearts out 
tonight,” said Quinn. “They really did. So 
we’re disappointed with the result, but the 
effort was outstanding. We struggled to 
move the ball this year, so to be able to 
do that against one of the best teams in 
AA, that speaks volumes about what we’re 
capable of doing.”

The Foxes host Mount Vernon on 
Friday evening in the first of their two 
non-playoff games that conclude the 2014 
season. 

“We knew a few weeks ago we weren’t 
gonna be in the playoffs,” said Quinn. 
“So these guys are gonna  come back and 
work as hard as ever on Monday with the 
expectation that we win our last two.”

Turnovers Prove Costly as Fox Lane Loses to the Admirals

AN
DY

 JA
CO

BS
 P

HO
TO

S

Fox Lane quarterback Luke Verrochi drops back 
to pass in Friday’s road game vs. the Admirals. 

Fox Lane defensive players, left to right, Will 
Cohen, Jonathan Clune and Kirk Atkinson combine 
to tackle Arlington quarterback Chris Cremin.

Joe Passarelli of  Fox Lane runs with the ball after 
making a reception vs. Arlington.

Fox Lane’s Lucas Beni picks up some big yardage 
in Friday night’s game at Arlington.

Fox Lane
Swimmers

Lose to
Arlington 

Above: Katherine Karle of  
Fox Lane swims in the 100 
backstroke during Thursday’s 
meet vs. host Arlington. 

Right: The Foxes’ Noelle 
Kaufmann competes in the 
400 freestyle relay last week.

Left; Fox Lane’s Julia Ruggiero swims 
to a first-place finish in the 500 
freestyle at last Thursday’s meet vs. 
Arlington.
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Ciero’s Touchdowns
Lead Horace Greeley
Past the Host Rams
and Into the Playoffs 

Bobcats
Crush

Hen Hud
53-22

on the Road

Horace Greeley senior quarterback 
Cameron Ciero ran for three touchdowns 
and passed for two others on Saturday 
afternoon as the Quakers defeated host 
Clarkstown North 40-27 to earn a berth 
in the upcoming Class A sectional playoffs. 
With the teams tied at 20-20, Ciero threw 
his two TD passes in the third quarter, 
helping the Quakers seize control of  
the game. Bo Phillips finished with two 
touchdowns for Greeley, which faces John 
Jay up in East Fishkill on Saturday night in 
the opening round of  the playoffs. 
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Sam Hahn produced a physical 37-yard 
run, but before the Bears could build off 
the momentum, Hammond picked off 
Heyda on the next play.

Castro capitalized on the Hammond 
interception with a 10-yard touchdown 
run – his third of the game. 

“I felt perfectly fine,” Castro said about 
the amount of carries. “I thought I would 

be winded, but I practiced hard all week, 
so I was ready for it.

But the Bears kept it interesting and 
gave their large Homecoming crowd 
something more to cheer about. After 
failing to convert on a third-and-goal 
from the 1-yard line, the Bears scored 
again on fourth down as Hahn got the 
inch needed for the touchdown and cut 

the lead to 27-13 with 5:09 remaining.
Even though the Panthers were able to 

recover the ensuing onside kick and soon 
ran out the clock, Consorti had plenty of 
praise for his undermanned team, which 
finished the regular season with a 2-5 
record.

“We’ve got a great group of kids,” he 
said. “They’re going to fight until the 

end, good, bad or indifferent. At times, 
we don’t look very good, but they gave all 
they had so I can’t ask for anything more 
as a coach.”

continued from page 3

Pleasantville coach Tony Becerra checks the 
scoreboard before deciding on a play to give to 
quarterback Jeff  Barile. 

Sam Hahn of  Briarcliff  tries to throw a pass 
late in Saturday’s game as the Panthers’ Baylor 
Rosenbaum applies pressure.

The Panthers’ Brandon Castro races along the 
right sideline on his way to one of  his three 
touchdowns in Saturday’s 27-13 win over 
Briarcliff.

Briarcliff  coach John Consorti saw his Bears 
fall short in their bid to upset playoff-bound 
Pleasantville.

Playoff-Bound Pleasantville Beats the Bears to End a Losing Skid 

Byram Hills running back Andrew Zaccagnino 
kneels in the end zone after scoring a second-half  
touchdown in the Bobcats’ win over Hen Hud.

Bobcat quarterback Lou Filippelli threw four 
touchdown passes and ran for two more in the 
lopsided win vs. Hen Hud.

Tommy Gagliardi of  Byram Hills carries the ball 
on a kick return during Saturday’s regular-season 
finale for the Bobcats.

Mike Sardo of  Byram Hills returns a kick in 
Saturday evening’s 53-22 rout of  host Hendrick 
Hudson.

Kellen Hatheway, who caught two TD passes 
Saturday, runs with the football along the left 
sideline vs. host Hen Hud.
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Westlake QB Tom Castro
is Forced Out of the Pocket
by Edward Kelly of Lourdes
in the Regular-Season Finale 


