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By Janine Bowen
There will be at least one fresh face on 

the Pleasantville Village Board this spring, 
as Trustee and Deputy Mayor Brian 
Skarstad has decided against running for 
re-election in March. 

Skarstad, who has served on the board 
for 15 years in two separate stints, said he 
is proud of his contributions, but believes 
that it is time to let someone new take 
over. 

“It’s been a lot of fun. But 15 years is a 
long time, and while I think that I have 
brought experience, stability and new 
ideas to the board, I look around town 

and see many young, smart, concerned 
and passionate people who would do a 
great job helping to deal with the future 
challenges that we face,” he said. 

Skarstad, 62, a violinmaker by trade, 
was first elected to the board in 1997, 
but retired in 2006. He rejoined the 
board in 2009 to fill the seat vacated by 
Peter Scherer, after Scherer was elected 
mayor. Skarstad said his most satisfying 
accomplishments were contributing to 
the building of the Clinton Street Center, 
the birth of the village’s farmers market 
and the revitalization of the downtown. 
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January 21 - January 27, 2014                                                                                                       SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS                                                                                                             Volume 8,  Issue 333

Veteran P’ville Trustee Skarstad to 
Bow Out; Berard to Seek Re-Election
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No. Castle Police Chief Alleges Corruption By Goldberg, Lieutenant
By Martin Wilbur

North Castle Police Chief Geoffrey 
Harisch intends to sue the town and 
recently rehired administrator Joan 
Goldberg for attempting to destroy 
his career after he exposed corrupt 
practices in the department by a longtime 
lieutenant.

In a 17-page notice of claim filed on Jan. 
16 and filled with explosive allegations, the 
chief charged that Goldberg purposefully 
overlooked rampant overtime abuses in 
the department allowed by Lt. William 
Fisher. 

By ignoring the abuses, which according 
to the claim Harisch brought to Goldberg’s 
attention in December 2012, Goldberg 
would have an ally in the department since 
Fisher was due to be named provisional 
chief last January following the retirement 
of former longtime chief Robert D’Angelo.

“Respondent Goldberg befriended the 
provisional chief knowing, she would be 
able to use the damning information she 
had obtained about him when she saw 
fit,” Harisch’s claim read. “The benefits, 
however, were a two-way street. It also 

helped the provisional chief that he had 
the Town Administrator as an ally.”

Among the benefits Goldberg 

supposedly reaped was the use of a fully 
equipped police vehicle to drive to Buffalo 
for a professional conference last July. The 

vehicle was taken without town board 
approval, Harisch charged in the claim.

The document, which never mentions 
Fisher by name, also charged that 
Goldberg sought to prevent Harisch from 
taking the chief ’s position even though 
he was the only one of the department’s 
lieutenants who passed the chief ’s exam 
administered by the county. Harisch took 
over as chief last August. 

The claim states that Goldberg looked 
to make the job as unattractive as possible 
by offering Harisch, a 26-year department 
veteran, a lowball salary, disparaged 
his qualifications and attempted to 
convince the town board to create a police 
commissioner’s position, planning to 
install Fisher as Harisch’s superior.

The claim also stated that shortly before 
her termination last month, Goldberg sent 
an unauthorized letter to the county to 
allow the town to participate in this year’s 
chief exam. According to the claim, her 
letter informed the county that Harisch 
did not plan to stay in the position, but 
former Supervisor Howard Arden learned 
of the letter and scrambled to cancel the 

continued on page 2

North Castle police Chief  Geoffrey harisch
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By Neal Rentz
A plan by New York Medical College to 

renovate a former commercial building in 
Mount Pleasant to create space for faculty 
offices and classrooms received a major 
boost last week. 

The planning board voted unanimously 
on Jan. 13. to grant site plan approval 
for the project at 19 Skyline Drive in 
Hawthorne. 

New York Medical College purchased 
the existing building in April to provide 
upgraded and more flexible space. The 
five-story structure contains 248,000 
square feet and is situated on 12 acres off 
of Route 9A. 

NY Medical College Receives Approval in  
Mt. Pleasant
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New York Medical College Chancellor, Ceo and 
executive Dean Dr. edward halperin addressed 
the Mount pleasant planning Board on Jan. 13.
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No. Castle Police Chief Alleges Corruption By Goldberg, Lieutenant 

town’s participation in the exam before 
leaving office last month.

Goldberg was fired by the previous 
town board on Dec. 20 after about 15 
months on the job amid allegations of 
misconduct. She was rehired on Jan. 8 by 
the new board after officials announced 
that two investigations found no evidence 
of wrongdoing.

In a statement released last Friday, 
North Castle Supervisor Michael Schiliro 
said the board convened a special 
emergency meeting Thursday night and 
adjourned into executive session.

“We thoroughly reviewed the matter 
with the Town Attorney and took the 
decisive action to refer the matter to the 
Westchester County District Attorney’s 
office,” Schiliro’s statement read. “The 
Town Board cannot comment any further 
at this time.”

Goldberg declined to answer questions 
about Harisch’s notice of claim and the 
allegations it contained. However, she did 
make a brief comment regarding his legal 
representation.

“Take a look at who the filing attorney 
is,” Goldberg said. 

Harisch retained attorney Jason 
Berland, of Beys, Stein, Mobargha and 
Berland of Manhattan, the husband of 
former North Castle comptroller Faith 
Berland who resigned from her post 
earlier this month following allegations 
of bullying and harassment by Goldberg. 

At the Jan. 8 town board meeting when 
the town rehired Goldberg, Jason Berland 
vowed to sue the town on his wife’s behalf.

He also assisted the husband of 
court clerk Nancy Hall in filing his 
racial discrimination complaint against 
Goldberg and the town with the U.S. 
Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission last month. That complaint 
accused Goldberg of harassing Hall and 
refusing to hire her husband when he 
applied for a seasonal parks job because 
he is black.

Harisch declined to answer questions 
but on Friday released his own prepared 
statement assuring the public that the 
department will continue to serve the 
town at a high level. It also mentioned 
that morale within the department is 
high and that overtime expenses have 
been slashed since he took over as chief.

“The legal claim that I have initiated, 
after a great deal of thought, has nothing 
to do with  the past egregious abuses 
within the Police Department,” Harisch’s 
statement said. “The reason for my legal 
claim is because of the misconduct 
of one particular person  who bullied 
me and  threatened my career, and a 
Board who turned a blind eye to her 
actions and hastily re-hired her despite 
disturbing information brought to their 
attention.  My legal claim will not affect 
the quality of life of residents or public 
safety in our community.”  

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ �5� �S�t�a�r� �C�M�S� �r�a�t�i�n�g� �i�n� �Q�u�a�l�i�t�y� �M�e�a�s�u�r�e�s

on Jan. 15, the Boys & Girls Club of  Northern Westchester kicked off  preparations for its 20th 
annual humanitarian award Dinner at Café of  love in Mount Kisco, urging committee members 
and volunteers to support the 75-year-old organization and the children it serves. the June 
7 dinner will honor Stuart Marwell, a longtime Boys & Girls Club board member, supporter and 
alum and president and Ceo of  Curtis Instruments in Mount Kisco. pictured, left to right, at last 
week’s kick off  are Ursula laMotte, linda Cindrich, linda Mahon and Vicki Marwell, wife of  Stuart 
Marwell, this year’s humanitarian of  the Year award winner.

Supporting a Special Place
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By Martin Wilbur 
A state Supreme Court justice ruled 

last week that Kerry Kennedy’s trial for 
allegedly driving while impaired will be 
relocated from North Castle to county 
court in White Plains.

Acting on a request from Kennedy 
defense lawyers William Aronwald and 
Gerald Lefcourt, Justice Alan Scheinkman 
decided Wednesday that the court facility 
at North Castle Town Hall in Armonk 
was inadequate to handle the expected 
crush of spectators, media and Kennedy’s 
friends and family. The North Castle 
courtroom has a 49-seat capacity. 

In addition to the limited seating, the 
arrangement of the seats, placement of 
the dais and the lack of a jury box and 
proper space for the defense team and 
prosecution would make the North Castle 
court a difficult venue to hold the trial, 
Scheinkman concluded.

“The undersigned is concerned that, 
even if the trial commenced in the 
Town Court, issues could readily arise 
that would necessitate a mistrial, with 
the consequent waste of time, effort and 
funds, for both prosecution and defense,” 
Scheinkman wrote. “All that it would take 
would be a single untoward comment 
from the audience, some inappropriate 
contact between a media member or 
member of the public and juror, some 
overhearing by a juror or witness of some 
private conversation between counsel, 

or some similar event occurring in such 
close quarters.”

Jury selection was scheduled to begin 
Jan. 22 in North Castle. No date has been 
given for when the trial will now get 
underway. 

Kennedy was charged with the 
misdemeanor DWI charge following a July 
13, 2012, accident on I-684. Her attorneys 
have argued that Kennedy, a daughter of 
the late Robert F. Kennedy, was impaired 
after she mistakenly took a sleeping pill 
instead of her thyroid medication.

There were no objections raised by the 
Westchester County district attorney’s 
office regarding the defendant’s request 
for the change in venue, although there 
was concern on the prosecution’s part 
that the defense lawyers were engaged in 
“forum shopping.” 

In recent months, North Castle Town 
Justice Elyse Lazansky had appealed 
to the town board to make necessary 
renovations that would allow for a more 
comfortable setting for jury trials. In 
October, Lazansky asked the board to 

allow her to apply for a state grant that 
would shift the furniture, making it easier 
for the public, attorneys and the court.

Last month, she said she had not heard 
back from the state and hoped town 
officials would approve the transfer of 
funds from the justice court’s budget to 
do the work.

However, Kennedy’s attorneys are 
looking to have the trial scheduled as soon 
as possible rather than wait for courtroom 
renovations.

Scheinkman’s decision noted that North 
Castle has typically hosted one or two jury 
trials a year,  typically lasting for one or 
two days and with little or no interest from 
the public. Since there is no jury box, the 
jurors have been seated in the front row of 
the spectator seating.

It is expected Kennedy’s trial could last 
up to two weeks.

Aronwald and Lefcourt had asked for 
the judge to consider holding the trial 
in a local justice court with adequate 
facilities, such as White Plains City Court 
or in Mount Kisco or Yorktown. However, 
Scheinkman’s decision noted that transfer 
to another local court under state law can 
only be done with the disqualification or 
incapacitation of both local justices or an 
inability to seat a jury.

Kerry Kennedy Trial Moved Out of No. Castle Due to Small Courtroom

the drugged driving trial for Kerry Kennedy, pictured here in 2011, will no longer take place in North 
Castle.

No. Castle Police Chief Alleges Corruption By Goldberg, Lieutenant 
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Meanwhile, Trustee Mindy Berard, 
whose term also expires at the end of 
March, said she will definitely be running 
for a third term. 

“I really look forward to continuing 
… to work on positive changes to the 
village,” she said.

Berard, 54, was elected in 2008 and 
has served two three-year terms. Last 
week she started her new job as the 
confidential secretary for North Castle 
Supervisor Michael Schiliro. 

Berard and Skarstad are both 
members of The Village Party, which is 
currently the only party in existence in 
Pleasantville following the dissolution of 
the New Pleasantville Party. The village’s 
elections use nonpartisan parties to 
nominate candidates rather than the 
standard Democratic and Republican 
affiliations. 

Candidates for trustee have until 
Feb. 11 to submit petitions with the 
Westchester County Board of Elections. 
The village election will be held March 
18, with voting at Village Hall.

The commercial building, which was 
at one time used by IBM, currently has a 
115-seat auditorium/conference room and 
an 80-seat outdoor dining plaza. There are 
also facilities that could be used as a fitness 
center and a 720-space parking lot.

New York Medical College Chancellor, 
CEO and Executive Dean Dr. Edward 
Halperin told the planning board 
the project includes plans call for the 
classrooms to be used for small group 
instruction. He said the facility is needed 
because of the deterioration of space 
used by the college at Munger Pavilion in 

Valhalla. 
Halperin said the college plans to keep 

nearly all of the 720 parking spaces, which 
exceed the minimum required by town 
code.

Planning board member Joan Lederman 
said she supported the project, which 
would require no changes to the building’s 
exterior. 

“To me this is easy, a no-brainer,” 
Lederman said.

No residents spoke during Monday 
night’s public hearing. The hearing was 
closed by the planning board prior to the 

vote on site plan approval.
For the project to move forward, 

approvals must still be obtained from 
the town board and the zoning board of 
appeals. The town board would need to 
provide a special permit for the project 
while the ZBA must issue variances 
because the college does not have at least 
one athletic field, as required in the town 
code. The building also does not have the 
minimum setback.

Supervisor Joan Maybury said the 
remaining approvals could be provided 
next month.

Grand Prix Welcomes Armonk Resident to Staff
Grand Prix New York, the area’s leading 

indoor entertainment and team-building 
venue, announced the appointment 
last week of Armonk resident Emily 
Schmalholz as director of special events. 

Schmalholz has been a New York-based 
event planner for close to a decade, helping 
to launch Life of the Party Productions, a 
boutique event planning firm, in 2005, 
producing hundreds of successful events 
for clients throughout the tri-state area. As 
co-owner of Life of the Party Productions, 
she specialized in bringing a creative and 
highly organized hands-on approach to 
Bar/Bat Mitzvahs, weddings, birthday 
celebrations, Sweet 16s and fundraising 
events. 

“Grand Prix New York is an incredibly 
unique and versatile venue”, Schamlholz 
said. “I’m thrilled to join the team and to 
create fun-filled and memorable events in 
such an inspiring space.” 

Prior to Life of the Party Productions, 
Schmalholz wrote, directed and produced 
television specials for VH1, MTV and 
CBS. 

“Emily’s innovative style, creative flair 
and unique approach to event planning 
will insure that every party and client 
will be handled with a personal touch,” 
said Nat Mundy, vice president, sales and 
marketing at Grand Prix New York. “I’m 
personally looking forward to working 
closely with Emily and taking advantage 

of her extensive knowledge and expertise 
of event planning and organization to help 
grow our event business in 2014.” 

Schmalholz lives with and her husband, 
Jay, and their two sons, Justin, 13, and 
Jesse, 11.

emily Schmlaholz
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By Martin Wilbur
New Castle officials and a Mount 

Kisco restaurant owner are still locked in 
discussions about having the proprietor 
move into the town-owned building at the 
Chappaqua train station.

Councilman Adam Brodsky, the town 
board’s point person on the project, said 
there are a couple of outstanding issues 
regarding the structure that must still be 
resolved before there is a tenant for the site.

Town officials remain optimistic that 
Carla Gambescia, owner of Via Vanti!, an 
Italian cafe at the train station at Kirby 
Plaza in Mount Kisco, will sign a lease to 
move into the space.

Brodsky said the town is impressed 
with Gambescia’s plans and her Mount 
Kisco operation and is working diligently 
to make the arrangement work for both 
parties.

“It’s a tough space, believe it or not,” he 
said. “There are bathrooms in there and 

even though the building looks very large, 
the exterior makes it look larger. When 
you’re in there it’s a very tiny space. The 
historic nature of the building presents 
challenges for the proprietor. We’re trying 
to weigh the needs of not disturbing 

the building with Via 
Vanti’s needs to operate a 
business.”

It’s been nearly a year 
since Gambescia and 
another proprietor gave 
presentations before the 
prior town board pitching 
restaurant proposals 
for the now 112-year-
old building. During 
the presentations last 
February, officials noted 
there would be challenges 
with the structure’s 
physical limitations 
coupled with the town’s 
requirement not to touch 

the building’s exterior.
At this point, Via Vanti! is the only 

business being considered for the site, 
Brodsky said.

Gambescia said her plan is to have 

indoor seating and about 12 to 16 seats 
outdoors during warm weather. The 
establishment would feature a mozzarella 
bar and coffee service for the morning 
commuters. There will also be take-out 
and on-site food service.

She’s optimistic about the prospects 
and said she would need about eight to 
12 weeks to open once an agreement is 
reached. May 1 is the most recent target 
date for opening.

“It’d be the nicest outdoor seating in 
Westchester,” Gambescia promised.

Brodsky said having ViaVanti! operate at 
the site would be a positive change for the 
building and downtown, but the town and 
the owner want to make sure the business 
is successful.

“We’re enthusiastic to have an operator 
here in the train station and we think 
it would be a good change for the train 
station,” he said. “That’s kind of where  
we stand.”

New Castle, Via Vanti! Still Working on Train Station Deal

the owner of  the Mount Kisco Italian cafe Via Vanti! hopes to open 
a second location this year but unresolved issues with New Castle 
officials regarding the Chappaqua train station building, above, has 
prevented an agreement from being consummated.

Via Vanti! in Mount Kisco is hosting 
a unique culinary experience this 
Sunday, Jan. 26 from 1 to 4 p.m. to 
benefit Guiding Eyes for the Blind.

The event, Dining in the Dark, will 
serve a special and naturally delicious 
five-course tasting menu (plus gelato) 
and a unique challenge to identify the 

ingredients of each dish.  
Guests will be offered blindfolds 

before each course so they can test how 
discerning their taste buds are.  The 
first two courses feature foods that 
can be picked up by hand. But it gets 
more difficult with the introduction 
of utensils as well as dishes with 

more complex or subtle flavors and 
ingredient combinations.  

Prizes will be awarded to those with 
the savviest palates.

While participating diners can’t 
“peek” during each course, they will 
have the benefit of a menu– in Braille.

Share in the fun, challenge and good 

feelings of this unique experience. The 
price is $75 per person, plus a suggested 
server gratuity), with all profits going 
directly to Guiding Eyes for the Blind.  
Space is limited. For reservations, call 
914-666-6400.
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By David Propper 
Sean Pica knows firsthand how critical a 

college education can be.
Pica was in jail for 16 years for 

committing manslaughter as a teenager. 
During his incarceration, he received a 
college education and was released in 2002. 
Now he is the executive director of Hudson 
Link for Higher Education in Prison, an 
organization dedicated to helping inmates 
at Sing Sing Prison in Ossining and three 
other correctional facilities to earn college 
degrees and provide them with life skills 
and re-entry support.

Pica will be speaking at the All Saints 
Episcopal Church in Briarcliff Manor to 
talk about the program on Sunday, March 
10 at 3 p.m. A 2010 documentary will 

also be shown that delves into the college 
education program. The event is free and 
open to the public.

“I think the purpose, like any college 
program, is giving men and women the 
chance to grow as people, not just about 
getting a certain degree,” Pica said. “In that 
opportunity we try to create a vehicle that 
will help transition the men and women 
when they are released from prison back to 
their communities, to be a resource back at 
those communities, and education seems 
to do that really well.”

Pica said that since Hudson Link was 
launched there has not been a single case of 
a student who has returned to prison after 
completion of the program. The national 

twitter.com/examinerstone

College Education for Inmates 
Program March 10 in Briarcliff

By Martin Wilbur
New Castle officials are considering two 

new proposals for a restaurant at the town-
owned Chappaqua train station building, 
about six months after a previous plan fell 
through.

The town board listened to a presentation 
at its Feb. 19 work session from Carla 
Gambescia, a Chappaqua resident and 
owner of Via Vanti! who would open a 
variation of the establishment that has 
been at the Mount Kisco train station for 
the past five years. It also heard a pitch 
from the partners behind the proposed 
Burdock Natural Cafe, an eatery that 
would feature healthy food choices using 
seasonal and sustainable foods.

The nearly half-hour presentations 
from Gambescia and her business partner 
James Yacyshyn, and Burdock partners 
Stetson Hundgen and Arnold Rufino 
centered on what each establishment 
would provide the commuter and the 

community. There would be seats inside 
for patrons as well as take-out service 
for those who are going to the train or 
heading home.

“There are a lot of people who have 
dietary restrictions and allergies, and I 
want to cater for them,” said Rufino, who 
has worked for various restaurants in 
New York City and Westchester. “I just 
don’t want to cut these people out. I (also) 
want to offer food to those who don’t care 
about dietary restrictions or who don’t 
have allergies.”

Gambescia said while a Via Vanti! at 
Chappaqua would be similarly based on 
Italian fare, limitations in the kitchen, 
most notably electric service rather than 
gas, would force the menu to be revised to 
more small plate offerings rather than full 
entrees. Other ideas she has for the space 
would include fresh baked goods and 
coffees for the morning commuters that 

By Martin Wilbur
The Armonk community grieved the 

sudden loss of Byram Hills High School 
alumnus Jamie Love last week

Love, 20, a University of Vermont 
junior who was enrolled in the School of 
Engineering and Mathematical Sciences, 
was found dead in his dorm room in 
Burlington early on Feb. 17. Authorities 
in Vermont were still investigating the 
cause of death but have reported no foul 
play.

He was a member of the school’s cross 
country and track teams and the Ski and 
Snowboard Club.  

Scores of relatives, friends and current 
and former classmates and teammates 
attended Love’s wake on Friday and 

early Saturday at Beecher Flooks Funeral 
Home in Pleasantville and his funeral 
late Saturday morning at a packed North 
Greenwich Congregational Church.

Armonk resident Jim Olivo, a family 
friend who coached Love for two years 
in travel soccer while he was in middle 
school, said he was a “great kid and a 
great athlete” but that’s not what set Love 
apart.

“What I think struck me that not a 
lot of people have, and especially for 
someone in high school, I think he was a 
person who knew himself in life,” Olivo 
said. 

One of the reasons why Love chose to 
go to school in Vermont and engineering 
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By Janine Bowen
The Pleasantville School District 

unveiled its intentions last week to develop 
a new five-year strategic plan as part of an 
initiative that Superintendent Mary Fox-
Alter is calling Pleasantville Schools 2026. 

The goal is to look forward to the type 
of education this year’s kindergarten 
students will need by time they graduate 
high school and to develop action plans to 
achieve goals that will allow the district to 
better serve students. 

“We are 100 percent focused on the 
needs of students,” Fox-Alter said. 

Interim Pleasantville High School 

Principal Dr. Daniel McCann, who has 
helped implement similar five-year plans 
in the Rye Brook and Hendrick Hudson 
school districts, said that in order to help 
students, school officials must look ahead 
rather than wait until the need for change 
arises.

“It’s really directed at celebrating what 
young people are about and celebrating 
as a community … but if you don’t plan, 

you react,” McCann said during the Jan. 
14 board of  education meeting. 

Although Pleasantville’s five-year 
plan intends to make major changes 
to the district, McCann emphasized 
that it won’t necessarily require a lot of 
funding, and urged administrators and 
the board to examine existing resources 
and be prepared to make a serious time 
commitment in order to implement 
changes. 

McCann and Fox-Alter also noted 
that these action plans are designed to 
re-evaluate courses in order to make 
learning more relevant and interesting for 
students and teachers. The district hopes 
to introduce new classes, such as marine 
biology and sports literature, based on 
suggestions made by current students. 
Other districts as well as foreign schools 
will be analyzed to determine what can be 
done differently or more effectively. 

“If you can accumulate, in your school 
system, the best practices of surrounding 
districts, then you’re on top,” McCann said. 
“We are among the best in Westchester 
County … but if we just stay where we are, 
we’re not going to remain the best.” 

Initial work on the plan will begin by 
the end of this month. A 25-member 
Strategic Planning Team, comprised of 
board members, students, community 
members, parents and teachers, will 
meet for two days to establish objectives 

and strategies. Following that meeting, 
separate action teams of 12 to 25 people 
will be assembled to conduct research and 
work toward developing specific goals, or 
action plans, for the district. 

Both groups will reconvene in June to 
review plans and receive approval from 
the superintendent to implement them. 
Fox-Alter and McCann expressed hope 
that the first action plans will be in place 
for the 2014-15 school year. 

Trustees are urging community 
members and parents with students in the 
district to participate on an action team 
and help create a school environment that 
will improve the quality of education for 
Pleasantville students. 

“To engage so many people in the 
community to have a direct say in their 
schools is critical to this,” Fox-Alter said. 

McCann added that the more people 
who are involved, the more successful the 
initiative will be. 

“If you take advantage of … the energy 
of your community, your faculty, your 
administration, and your students, you 
emerge. And you emerge as a more 
dynamic and powerful organization for 
kids,” he said. 

Parents and community members in 
attendance were all in favor of the plan, 
praising the board for suggesting changes 
they would like to see, including the 
reintroduction of field trips. 

Pleasantville Schools Set to Begin Work on New Strategic Plan

JaNINe BoWeN photo

Interim pleasantville high School principal Dr. 
Daniel McCann and Superintendent of  Schools 
Mary Fox-alter present the district’s plan for a 
new strategic initiative last week.
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By Martin Wilbur
New Castle officials are reaching out 

to the public for assistance in gathering 
public opinion on issues related to the 
update of the town’s Master Plan.

Supervisor Robert Greenstein and 
the town board last week appealed 
for a qualified consultant to work 
pro bono to help the town obtain 
information regarding topics related 
to housing, commercial development, 
the environment, public services and 

recreation and public infrastructure.  This 
will be the first phase of the town’s public 
outreach program regarding the Master 
Plan update.

Greenstein said the 2014 budget didn’t 
set aside money for the master plan 
process so the town needs to tap into the 
resources of the community and find a 
local consultant or firm willing to donate 
time and effort to gather the information 
and release a written report within 60 
days of being selected. He said the board 

hopes to name the consultant or firm in 
the coming weeks.

“We’re hoping that in the next two, 
three or four weeks that we find one to 
get a market research firm to begin that 
process,” Greenstein said.

“We want to make sure that it’s done 
right, done professionally,” he added.

Among the tasks that the consultant or 
firm will be required to complete will be 
to conduct outreach that would consist of 
public meetings, social media and surveys. 
The prospective consultant should possess 
skills in facilitation, mediation, planning, 
public speaking, data collection and 
statistical analysis.

Councilman Adam Brodsky said the 

town very much wants to tap into the vast 
intellectual capital it has within its borders.

“We hope they come out and support 
our efforts using the expertise they have in 
their day jobs to help us update the Master 
Plan and what we’re trying to do,” Brodsky 
said.

During last year’s town board campaign, 
Greenstein, Brodsky and Councilwoman 
Lisa Katz pledged to complete the Master 
Plan update before any major decisions are 
made regarding the Chappaqua Crossing 
application.

Any local firm that would like to be 
considered for the work should contact 
the supervisor’s office or the office of the 
town administrator.

Police Blotter
Mount Kisco Police Department

Jan. 11: Report of fraudulent charges 
credited to a village resident's account. 
The resident arrived at headquarters at 
2:25 p.m. to report the activity but was 
directed to the appropriate police agency 
since the charges were made outside of 
Mount Kisco.

Jan. 12: Report of criminal mischief 
at 11:44 p.m. A 2013 Nissan Altima was 
damaged while parked on South Moger 
Avenue. The matter is under investigation.

Jan 13: A disruption was reported on the 
psychiatric unit at Northern Westchester 
Hospital at 10:40 p.m. A nurse, 58, a 
resident of South Salem, filed a complaint 
against a 21-year-old male patient who 
was acting aggressively against her. An 
investigation is pending.

Jan. 14: A 28-year-old Fishkill man was 

arrested and charged with grand larceny 
after he turned himself in at headquarters 
at 10:13 a.m. The suspect had been sought 
for allegedly participating in an incident 
at Key Bank on South Moger Avenue.

Jan. 16: A 16-year-old girl reported at 
11:32 a.m. that she believed her phone 
had been tampered with. 

Jan. 16: A 21-year-old Ridgewood, 
Queens man was arrested at 1:55 p.m. 
following an investigation of fraud and 
larceny.

Jan. 17: Report of a burglary on 
Lexington Avenue at 6:12 a.m. The matter 
is still being investigated.
Pleasantville Police Department.

Jan. 11: A subject reported at 
headquarters at 12:12 p.m. that a cell 
phone was lost or stolen. The phone was 

later found.
Jan. 14: Report of a larceny at the 

Century gas station on Pleasantville Road 
at 1:48 p.m. An unknown individual 
filled their vehicle with 17 gallons of 
gas and didn't pay. The matter is under 
investigation.

Jan. 15: Report of a disturbance on 
Manville Road at 10:21 a.m. 
North Castle Police Department

Jan. 10: A Washington Place East 
resident returned home at 2:20 p.m. 
and observed damage to his front wall. 
The damage was apparently caused by a 
small vehicle. No further police action is 
warranted.

Jan. 10: Caller reported at 9:55 p.m. 
that a car slid on ice and went down an 
embankment near Village Prime Meats on 

Main Street. The responding officer stated 
that a tow is needed as soon as possible 
with a woman still inside the car.

Jan. 11: A caller reported at 9:01 p.m. 
the presence of a group of high school-
aged youths congregating on Business 
Park Drive. The complainant advised that 
there could be a drug deal that is occurring 
at the location. An officer was dispatched 
to the scene and dispersed the group. No 
criminal activity was witnessed.

Jan. 15: Report of two youths walking 
in the roadway on Route 22 at 7:24 p.m. 
causing a traffic hazard. The responding 
officers located the youths in the area 
of the Rye Lake Bridge. Parties were 
transported to police headquarters and 
were picked up by staff members from 
JCCA in Mount Pleasant.
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Market Research Firm Sought to Help New Castle With Master Plan

County Taking Applications for Seasonal Park Rangers
The Westchester County Department 

of Public Safety is accepting applications 
for seasonal park rangers to patrol county 
parks this summer. Applications are due by 
Feb. 21 and are available online at ”www.
westchestergov.com/ps.

Uniformed park rangers work under 
the supervision of county police officers to 
maintain a safe and enjoyable atmosphere 
in the county’s parks. They assist park 
users, provide information on park rules 
and procedures, help in searches for 
lost children, perform basic first aid on 

occasion and make regular security checks 
of buildings and facilities.

First-time park rangers are paid $14 
hourly. Salaries are higher for those who 
have worked as a ranger for the county 
before. 

To qualify, applicants must be a high 
school graduate, at least 19 years of age, a 
U.S. citizen, a county resident and have a 
valid New York State driver’s license by the 
time of appointment. Accepted candidates 
must attend a two-week training program 
at the county’s police academy.

Mt. Pleasant Police to 
Install Plate Readers on Marble Avenue 

There will soon be a new crime 
fighting tool for the Mount Pleasant 
Police Department.

Thanks to a recent state grant of about 
$80,000, the department will place 
license plate reader cameras on Marble 
Avenue near the Saw Mill River Parkway 
entrance and exit.

Police Chief Brian Fanelli said 
Wednesday that it will be the town’s first 
permanent license plate readers. The 
town already owns a license plate reader 
that is connected to a police car, he noted.

Two cameras will be mounted—

one each facing the northbound and 
southbound traffic on the thoroughfare, 
Fanelli said.

The plate readers could be placed on 
Con Edison poles, but an agreement with 
the utility, as well as other details still 
need to be worked out. There is not date 
for when the equipment will be installed.

“It’s still in the planning stages,” the 
chief said.

Taking photos of license plates can be 
helpful in the investigation of certain 
crimes, such as robberies, Fanelli said. 

–Neal Rentz
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P’ville Firefighters Remember Murdered Comrade 18 Years Later
By Janine Bowen

Pleasantville firefighters gathered under 
a full moon in Graham Hills Park last 
Monday night for a candlelight vigil to 
remember one of their own. 

The vigil, held for the 18th time on 
Jan. 13, remembered the life of volunteer 
firefighter Thomas Dorr, who was 
murdered in the park on Jan. 7, 1996. 
Dorr, 50 years old at the time of his death, 
was walking through the park near his 
Pollywiggle Road home, to feed the wild 
turkeys with his wife and stepson. Dorr 
then intended to walk to the Washington 
Avenue firehouse to join other volunteers 
on standby during a blizzard but was 
never seen alive again. His bludgeoned 
body was found the following morning 
by fellow firefighters concerned about 
his whereabouts. The murder remains 
unsolved. 

“The fire department is a second 
family, and because of that, we’ll do this 
every year until the murderer is found,” 
said Commissioner John Brooks as he 
addressed the crowd who attended the 
vigil to remember Dorr. 

The group was mostly comprised of 
Pleasantville firefighters and co-workers 
of Dorr at the White Plains Department 
of Public Works. Although not all in 
attendance knew Dorr those who did 
remembered him fondly.

“He was the kind of guy that you 
could always turn to, not matter what…

and he’d be there to support you, to give 
you encouragement and to just boost 
your spirits when you were down,” said 
Pleasantville firefighter Brian McGowan, 
who met  Dorr upon joining the 
department. “He was really a wonderful 
guy.” 

Brian Murphy, deputy commissioner 
of the White Plains Water Department, 
didn’t know Dorr personally, but spoke of 
the affection that is still felt for the fallen 
firefighter. 

 “All the guys that worked with him at 
the water plant in White Plains always…
called him the gentle giant and they all 
miss him. We’re here all together in the 
hopes that we do find the murderer,” 
Murphy said. 

This year, there is greater hope that the 
nearly two-decade-old murder could be 
solved. Last week New York State Crime 
Stoppers announced it is offering a $2,500 
reward to anybody who can provide 
information that will lead to the arrest 
and conviction of the person or persons 
responsible for Dorr’s death. 

“It’s been 18 years, so we continually 
work on this and we believe that there is 
information out there in the community 
that can help us solve this case, so we 
want to really entice somebody to be able 
to come forward,” said Captain Chris 
Calabrese of the Westchester County 
police. 

Calabrese also said that the department 
has “pointed information” on who 

murdered Dorr, but not enough physical 
evidence to pursue the lead. 

One woman, however, who was a friend 
of Dorr’s but asked to remain anonymous, 
expressed doubts that the reward will lead 
to justice after so much time has passed. 

Pastor Paul Egensteiner, of the 
Emanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in Pleasantville, concluded the 20-minute 
vigil with a prayer and reminded 
everybody to remain hopeful that the case 
will one day be solved. 

“We do believe that because you all 
keep the candles burning…keep the flame 
alive, that there will be a resolution. This 
will find its conclusion in justice,” he said. 

Firefighters gather at Graham hills park  to 
remember thomas Dorr.

JaNINe BoWeN photoS
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By Neal Rentz
A consultant told Mount Pleasant 

School officials last week that the district’s 
mathematics program is solid but students 
are capable of greater achievement. 

Dr. Cornelis de Groot, a professor at 
the University of Rhode Island, delivered 
a series of recommendations during the 
Jan. 15 board of education meeting in his 
report “Heading for the Open Road.” The 
report was requested by the district as an 
evaluation of its mathematics program.

“There is much more possible than you 
have been looking for,” he said. 

De Groot said his recommendations 
were in line with the Common Core, 
which stresses the need to prepare 
students for college and careers. 

One of his most significant 
recommendations was to have students 
of varying levels work together in the 
classroom rather than grouping students 
in class based only on ability. That is 
important because both the high achiever 
and the average student can learn from 
each other, de Groot said.

De Groot also recommended that 
students take algebra in eighth grade 
rather than wait until ninth. 

Children in grades K-2 should 
immediately receive extra math help if 
they struggle because having difficulty 
understanding the work in the early grades 
often hurts performance throughout their 

academic careers, de Groot said. 
Rather than offering only Advanced 

Placement math classes, the district 
should offer a more challenging program 
for high school students, such as the 
prestigious International Baccalaureate 
program, de Groot suggested.

“Make high school exciting for more of 
your students,” he said. 

Though Mount Pleasant school officials 

and trustees did not comment on de Groot’s 
report, two parents expressed concerns 
over some of the recommendations. 
Vincent Graci said one of his objections 
was that students who excel at math might 
not be sufficiently challenged if they share 
a class with children of lesser ability.

De Groot responded that having 
students of varying ability in the same 
class would help high achieving students 

by exposing them to others who must take 
a different approach to learning.

Another parent, who did not identify 
herself, said she was troubled by de Groot’s 
recommendation for the district to phase 
out conventional math textbooks. If 
children do not take adequate notes it 
would be difficult for parents to provide 
assistance with their homework, she said. 

De Groot said parents could assist 
their children with online educational 
resources. Also, with teachers’ use of Smart 
Boards notes taken during class could be 
stored and accessed online by students, 
he said. Technology offers “much more 
power as a parent” than paper textbooks, 
de Groot added. 

Consultant Makes Math Recommendations for Mt. Pleasant Schools

Consultant Dr. Cornelis de Groot made a series of  recommendations for the mathematics program 
during the Jan. 15 Mount pleasant Board of  education meeting.
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4-A Adrian Court, Cort 
5 Adela Place  - rent, Val 
10 Allen St, Val 
2655 Amawalk Rd, Kat
35 Amsterdam Ave, Haw 
35 Atlantic  Ave, Haw
28 Balmoral Crescent, WP
390 Bear Ridge Rd, Pleas 
25 Bedford Ave, Bed 
181 Bedford Rd, #3, Pleas
580 Bedford Rd, #9,Pleas
60 Benedict Ave, Cort 
221 Beverly Rd, Haw
4 Birchbrook Dr, Val
65 Blanchard Ave, DF
43 Branford Rd, Hstg Hud
22-28 Bretton Rd,Yon
412 Briarcliff Dr, #412, Oss 
61 Bronx River Rd, #5C, Yon
33 Brookfield Rd,MV
2 Brookridge Court, RB
4 Bruce Lane, Val
185 Bryant Ave, #1F, WP
27 Burton Rd, Thorn 
94 Byron Rd, Thorn 
249 Carolina Rd, Ytwn
15 Charles St, WP
100 Chateau Lane, #8, Haw 
100-23 Chateau Lane, Haw
142 Chelsea St, Haw
138 S. Church St, Bed 
Circular St, Thorn
74 Cliff St, Haw
15 Clovebrook Rd, Val
14 Clover Rd, Val
12 Colonial Lane, Val
325 Columbus Ave, Val
323 Columbus Ave, Val
285 Commerce St, Thorn
865 Commerce St - rent, Thorn

313 Knollwood Rd Ext, Elms
65 Lake St, Pleas
97 Larrys Lane, Pleas
66 Lawrence Court, #B, WP
35 Lawrence Dr, #A, WP
199 Linda Ave, Haw
2 Lisa Lane, Val
30 Livingston Ave, Val
65 Livingston St - rent, Val
0 Madison Ave, Val 
28 Madison Ave, Pleas
28-A Madison Ave - rent, Pleas
312 Main St, #2F, WP
16 Manville Lane, #6, Pleas
28 Maple Ave, Chap
356 Marietta Ave, Haw
154 Marietta Ave, Thorn
4 Martine Ave, #404, WP 
4 Martine Ave, #704, WP
28 Mayfair Way, WP
20 Meadowbrook Rd, Pleas 
31 Mountain Rd, Pleas 
11 Myrtle St, WP
330 Nannyhagen Rd - rent, Thorn 
557 Marietta Ave, Haw 
66 Newman Ave - rent, Haw 
133 North Rd, WP
823 Old Kensico Rd, Thorn 
23 Old Knollwood Rd ,Elms
19 Old Mamaroneck Rd, #5E, WP
12 Old Mamaroneck Rd, #7G, WP
416-418 Orchard St, Rye
24 Oregon Ave, #B, East
88 Overlook Dr, Val 
704 Palmer Ct., #1-F, Mam
32 Parkview Dr, East
643 Pelham Rd, #1A, NR
220 Pelham Rd, #6C, NR
139 Pleasantville Rd, Pleas 

21 Cooley, Pleas 
34 Coralyn Ave, WP
3630 Curry St, Ytwn
5 Dalewood Lane, Val
30 Deerfield Lane, Val
100 Diplomat Dr,  #5J, Mt. K
1201 Eagle Bay Dr, #1201, Oss
1407 Eagle Bay Dr,  #1407, Oss
91 East Long Hill Rd, BM
60 Eastview Dr, Val
212 Edgewood Ave, Thorn
22 Edward St, W. Harr
22 Edward St - rent, W. Harr
56 Edwin St, Thorn
36 Elm St Sleep, H
33 Entrance Way, Val
15 Etville Ave, Yon
100 Foxwood Circle - rent, Thorn
56 Foxwood Dr, #1, Pleas
56 Foxwood Dr, #7, Pleas
20 Foxwood Lane, Thor
118 Gay Ridge Rd, Yktwn
206 Grace Church St, Rye
4 Greenwood Lane, Val
704 Half Moon Bay Dr -rent, Crot Hud
560 Halstead Ave, #2E - rent, Harr 
470 Halstead Ave, #4S, Harr 
54 Hays Hill Rd, Pleas
904B Heritage Hills, Som
23 High Acres Dr, Thorn
300 High Point, #315, Harts 
300 High Point, #605, Harts 
87 Highview Terrace, Pleas
15 Hillside Ave, Val
28 Hillside Terrace, WP
26 Hilltop Lane, Thorn
903 Holly Stream Court, Brew
73 Hungerford Rd, BM
95 Jefferson Ave, Val
219 Jefferson Ave, Val

198 Prospect Ave, Val 
3030 Quinlan St, Yktwn
7 Randy Lane, Pleas
1 Renaissance Sq., #12C - rent, WP
3 Rock Rd, Wapp Fall
136 Rolling Hills Rd, Thorn
33 Roselle Ave, #E, Pleas
33 Roselle Ave, #F, Pleas
263 Rutledge Ave, Haw 
108 1L Sagamore Rd, #1, L Tuck 
32 Saratoga Ave, Pleas
9 Seneca Ave, WP
30 Shelley Ave, Val
898 Sherman Ave, Thorn
839 Sherman Ave, Thorn
153 Sherman Ave, Haw
111 South Buckhout St, Irv
22 Sparrow Circle, WP
10 Spruce St, Sleep H
33 Stevens Ave, Haw
437 Swanson Dr, Thorn
128 Virginia Rd, #A, WP
827 Warren Ave, Thorn
855 Warren Ave, Thorn
17 Waverly Place, Val
171 Weed Ave, Haw
34 Weed Ave, Haw
11 West Cambridge St, Val
759 West Long Hill Rd, Oss
72 Westchester Ave, Thorn
259 Westchester Ave, Thorn
36 Westlake Dr, Val
14 Westview Ave, #302 rent, Tuck 
120 Whittier Dr, Thorn
19 William St, Mt. V
312 Willis Ave, Haw
10 Wilson Rd, Brew
189 Woodbrook Rd, WP
29 Woods End Rd, Hart

Call for a FREE Price Opinion of Your Property

914.769.3584

By Janine Bowen
The Pleasantville Village Board voted 

unanimously last week for a negative 
declaration on the proposed Benchmark 
assisted living project under the state’s 
environmental review process and 
could soon decide on the zoning text 
amendments.

The Jan. 13 vote under the state 
Environmental Quality Review Act 
(SEQR) focused on the visual impact of the 
proposed building, air pollution, removal 
of vegetation, impact on the character of 
the town and changes in energy use. 

The board determined that the project 
would have no significant environmental 
impact and that the village has all of the 
environmental information needed to 
move forward with site plan review. Also, 
Benchmark Senior Living, the applicant 
for the project, does not need to complete 
a full Environmental Impact Statement.

Mayor Peter Scherer stressed that 
the board’s action does not affect the 
proposed zoning amendment or obligates 
the village to approve the project. 

Several local residents last week raised 
concerns about the proposal, with some 
taking issue with the position that the 
87-unit building that would be built near 
the United Methodist Church on Bedford 
Road would have little or no impact on 
the village’s character. 

“To say in an environmental impact 

statement that this does not somehow 
impair the character or quality of the 
existing neighborhood … I think that is 
very wrong,” said Maple Hill resident Bill 
Stoller. “It’s out of place and it’s out of 
character.” 

Foxwood Condominium resident 
Eileen West also pointed out that the 
facility would fail to comply with the 
village’s Master Plan, which aims to 
protect the “small village atmosphere 
that is the essence of Pleasantville” and 
neighborhoods with single-family homes.

“This is not on a scale with the patterns 
of development in this village, certainly 
not in this neighborhood,” said West, who 
added that while nearby Foxwood is large, 
its building are about the same height as 
other houses in the area.

Current plans call for the building to 
rise to a height of 39 feet at its highest 
point.

Some residents also mentioned that 
they aren’t opposed to an assisted living 
facility in the neighborhood, but are 
against having a building of this size so 
close to their homes.  

Residents were also alarmed about the 
proposed removal of trees on the property 
to make room for the facility. Monica 
Strobel, a 35-year Maple Hill resident, 
complained that tree removal will allow 
her to see past Route 117. No estimates 
were given regarding the number of trees 

that could be cut down.
Scherer responded that the Methodist 

church could have removed those trees 
at any time, even without the Benchmark 
application. 

In addition to concerns about visual 
impact, neighbors were also worried 
about how construction could affect their 
homes. They mentioned that construction 
could cause damage to the foundation of 
their homes and impact water flow in the 
area. 

“When you’re changing the land, it 
becomes unpredictable,” said Strobel. “I 
really think that you need to take a long, 
hard look at what the impact will be to the 
people who live adjacent to the proposed 
site.” 

Strobel was one of several residents 
concerned that any change in water flow 
could cause additional flooding in an 
area where floods are already a persistent 
problem. Scherer assured residents that 
the flooding issue would be addressed 
during site plan review. 

Although last week’s vote on a negative 
declaration addressed only environmental 
issues, residents said they disagreed with 
Benchmark representatives and the board 
that the facility will boost economic 
activity in the village. 

“Most of [the residents] don’t drive. 
…A lot of them can’t walk without a 
walker or a cane or a wheelchair and it’s 

just inconceivable that the hundred or so 
residents of this assisted living facility are 
going to be rolling their wheelchairs down 
the access road and hoisting themselves 
up on a stool at the bar … or going to the 
nail salon or convenience store,” Stoller 
said. 

However, Scherer disputed that point by 
saying that Benchmark employees as well 
as those visiting residents at the facility 
could patronize local businesses.

“It’s hard to argue that there isn’t a 
likely positive economic impact from 
this activity,” Scherer said. “You’ve got a 
whole bunch of people who are likely to 
patronize village businesses in the course 
of their coming and going.”

 

P’ville Assisted Living Project Inches Forward After Environmental Vote
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North Castle Town Board Must Find Way to Defuse Powder Keg

Chappaqua Interfaith Council: New Castle Officials Should Support New Mosque

Many of North Castle’s controversies 
over the past few years could pretty 
much be chalked up to a combination of 
philosophical differences and political 
gamesmanship.

As uncomfortable as that has been for 
elected officials to tolerate and, to some 
extent, those residents who believe that 
political steel cage matches have no place 
in local government, others saw it for 
what it was: a deeply divided board in a 
politically divided town where supporters 
for each faction made sure to paint their 
people in the best possible light and the 
opponents in the most negative.

Last week’s notice of claim filed by 
Police Chief Geoffrey Harisch informing 
officials he is likely to sue the town, 
town board and recently reinstated 
administrator Joan Goldberg because 
she allegedly looked to retaliate against 
him for reporting corruption takes 
North Castle into a very different and 
potentially dangerous direction. 

One has to hope that Harisch did not 
arrive at this decision lightly. You expect 
that an official who spent more than a 

quarter century rising through the ranks 
to reach the top post in his department 
would have struggled taking such an 
important step.

Despite his assurances in a statement 
sent out to the local media last Friday 
that his decision will have no effect on 
the quality of policing, this development 
is likely to spark all kinds of questions 
and theories.

The biggest challenge may be how 
Harisch, a nearly 27-year police 
veteran, intends to maintain the public’s 
confidence, perhaps the most crucial 
component for any law enforcement 
agency to preserve. And that means 
everyone, including those who believe 
the current town board made the correct 
decision in rehiring Goldberg. 

Another obstacle for the chief to 
overcome, with the nature of his 
allegations, is that he may have injected 
himself,  unwittingly or not,  into the 
town’s political debate. Will he be viewed 
as the hire of a previous administration 
who is not to be trusted, even if his 
appointment was approved unanimously?

Where the truth lies in all of this may 
have to be determined in the courts. But 
the town board needs to display real 
leadership in the weeks and months 
ahead. Two of its most important 
employees are involved in a very public 
and ugly battle and their jobs are too 
crucial to the operation of North Castle 
for the board to shield itself entirely 
behind carefully crafted statements 
because of pending litigation. 

There are those who have rightfully 
questioned the new town board’s 
unwavering allegiance to Goldberg. Now 
that Harisch has declared war on her, 
even if he doesn’t follow through with the 
suit, how does the board handle the chief? 
And where does Harisch turn to request 
new equipment or more manpower?

For certain, there are no easy answers 
but at some point soon the town board 
has to find a way to defuse this time 
bomb that’s now ticking in town hall. 
How that’s accomplished may go a long 
way in determining the success or failure 
of this new board.

This op-ed piece was submitted by the 
Chappaqua Interfaith Council

The Chappaqua Interfaith Council, 
composed of nine local houses of worship, 
strongly endorses the approval of the 
Upper Westchester Muslim Society’s 
(UWMS) proposed new mosque. In the 
early months of 2014, we hope the town 
can proceed expeditiously and give the 
UWMS the green light to move ahead.

It is clear to us that the mosque, among 
our community’s other houses of worship, 
would be a sign of a vibrant, diverse and 
resilient town. Indeed, a point of pride! 
All Abrahamic faith traditions—whether 
Jewish, Christian or Muslim—are based 
on treating neighbors with kindness and 
respect, in effect working together for 
the common good. And the UWMS has 
quietly contributed bucket-loads of this 
“common good.”

Since the UWMS joined the Chappaqua 
Interfaith Council a decade ago, for 
instance, they’ve reached out to assist 
community organizations ranging from 
Open Door Medical Center and A-Home 
(helping to paint and furnish the Kensing 
House across from the Greeley Statue, in 
2006) to Neighbors Link, the Food Pantry 
and Hope’s Door. Also, the Emergency 
Shelter Partnership. 

We’ve worked side by side to enlarge 
the scope of the council’s interfaith 
Thanksgiving service, which now 
welcomes 350 community members 
annually with prayer, song and shared 
food. 

Its youth have joined monthly with 
teens at Temple Beth El, and they pushed 
up sleeves together across the county for 
acts of service during “Mitzvah Day.” 
No surprise, really. For the Muslims are 

already our caring neighbors—serving as 
doctors at Northern Westchester Hospital 
and elsewhere, as researchers at IBM 
and Pepsico, as teachers in our schools 
and universities, as dentists and lawyers. 
So it should be no surprise then that 
the UWMS would like to build its own 
house of worship, a big space that could 
provide shelter for all of us in the time of 
an emergency.

The need is urgent: Its 100 regular 
worshippers have long ago outgrown a 
temporary and very outdated warehouse 
facility in Thornwood.

The town’s application and approval 
process has been onerous and lengthy: 
For years now the Interfaith Council has 
encouraged the UWMS effort, much like 
Temple Beth El’s successful expansion of 
its synagogue. But almost 10 years has 
elapsed since UWMS representatives first 
met with town officials, purchased land 
and, in April 2006, submitted plans for its 
proposed $8 million worship center.

Cost: The“rule of thumb for a new 
project such as this one is to expect 
planning/development fees from the town 
of around 0.5 percent of  the total cost. 
Hence, 0.5 percent of UWMS’s $8 million 
mosque would be $40,000. The UWMS, 
however, has already spent much, much 
more—a staggering $250,000; this is 
for town consultants and preparation 
of environmental studies on traffic, 
wetlands, cultural and visual impact, etc.

Good news, finally. In the next weeks, 
apparently the last requirement for the 
UWMS’s Final Environmental Impact 
Statement will be in place, thus opening 
the door for the town to proceed and 
come to a decision. Namely, the UWMS 
has secured sufficient off-site parking for 

special holy days. Two of our members, 
the First Congregational Church and 
Temple Beth El, are among organizations 
graciously offering additional parking so 
a shuttle service can be used, thus limiting 
the impact of its regular parking to a 
smaller space.

It’s time, isn’t it, to move forward and 
make the go-ahead decision. All of us of 
different backgrounds and faiths coming 
together respectfully, peacefully, on this 
issue, for our community’s common good.

The Chappaqua Interfaith Council 
includes representatives of the Baha’is of 
New Castle; Chappaqua Friends Meeting; 
The Church of St. Mary the Virgin, 
Episcopal; First Congregational Church; 
Lutheran Church of our Redeemer; St. John 
and St. Mary’s Catholic Church; Temple 
Beth El of Northern Westchester; the Upper 
Westchester Muslim Society; and Arya 
Samaj/Hindu Group

Letters Policy
We invite readers to share their 

thoughts by sending letters to the editor.  
Please limit comments to 400 words. 
We will do our best to print all letters, 
but are limited by space constraints. 

Letters are subject to editing and may 
be withheld from publication on the 

discretion of the editor. Please refrain 
from personal attacks.  Email letters to

mwilbur@theexaminernews.com. 
The White Plains Examiner requires 

that all letter writers provide their name, 
address and contact information. 
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By Martin Wilbur
During high school Nan Miller didn’t 

exactly know what she wanted to do but 
had an inkling that whatever she chose it 
would be to help others.

Miller found her calling. For the past 35 
years she has operated a private practice in 
Mount Kisco as a licensed clinical social 
worker, counseling clients who might be 
dealing with a wide range of issues. The 
opening of her practice followed varied 
experience of working in schools, hospitals 
and for an agency in the Bronx that 
counseled sexually abused children.

“I liked talking to people, I liked the one-
to-one connection with people. It meant a 
lot to me,” Miller said. “It was something I 
always knew and when I got into the field it 
was something I knew I wanted.”

Locally, Miller, an Armonk resident, 
may be best known as the longtime co-
coordinator of the Mount Kisco Drug 
and Alcohol Abuse Prevention Council, a 

role she has filled since 1996. The council’s 
mission has been to reduce alcohol and 
drug use among youths in the community.

More recently, following Mount Kisco’s 
receipt of a renewable $125,000 federal 
Drug Free Community grant in late 2012, 
the village created Mount Kisco Partners 
in Prevention, established to highlight the 
importance of the initiative and fulfill the 
mission of the grant. Miller also serves as 
coordinator for Partners in Prevention.

She said drug and alcohol use among 
teens has been prevalent for a long time, 
particularly alcohol consumption. Many 
youngsters, and even some parents, accept 
the sampling of alcohol as a rite of passage 
but that sometimes may lead to drinking 
with greater frequency and the associated 
problems that can cause. Education is 
especially critical with a 2011 survey 
revealing that about 44 percent of parents 
in Westchester think it’s okay for a high 
school-aged student to take a drink.

“Our immediate 
goal right now, because 
you can’t do it all, is 
to work on reducing 
underage drinking, 
and we’re focusing on 
parents, helping parents 
to realize how serious 
this is, that it creates 
consequences,” Miller 
said.

In her role for both 
the council and Partners in Prevention, 
Miller works with the community’s various 
constituencies--not only parents and their 
children, but police, schools, clergy and 
merchants who sell alcohol.

She said one of the key strategies is 
to stress consequences and have police 
exercise compliance checks. Another is to 
get bar and restaurant owners to participate 
in a program that helps train them and 
their employees so they can avoid selling 
to underage patrons. 

“We have taken measurements and 
we want to show there’s a reduction in 
underage alcohol usage,” Miller said. “We 
want parents to be much more aware and 
we want to help them talk to their kids 
about it and the consequences and be more 
concerned about it.”

A Long Island native, Miller graduated 
from Connecticut College before attending 
the Columbia School of Social Work. Later 
on, after her children were a little older, she 
returned to school and earned a doctorate 
in social work at NYU.

She started her career in 
a hospital where she served 
in the psychiatric unit, 
then worked in the Bronx, 
counseling sexually abused 
children. She has consulted 
for two nursing homes 
and now also serves The 
Kensington, an assisted living 
facility in White Plains.

While Miller, who enjoys 
traveling to visit her son and 

his family in Vermont and her daughter 
and her family in California, has spent 
much time working with adolescents, that 
hasn’t necessarily been the case with her 
private clients. Her counseling can cover 
myriad family issues or health concerns.

When she started as the coordinator for 
the council, she quickly realized that one 
person couldn’t do it alone. Miller also had 
difficulty reaching Mount Kisco’s growing 
Spanish-speaking population. For much of 
her time, Dolores Vidal-Roy has been the 
co-coordinator.

Despite the increased awareness and 
resources there is still much work to be 
done.

“We have a long way before we can 
change the norm, for sure,” said Miller. 

Social work has provided Miller with a 
fulfilling career while making good on her 
promise to spend her life helping others.

“I have a real feeling for what I do,” she 
said. “I feel very fortunate. I’m one of those 
people who spend their life doing what 
they love to do.”
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Nan Miller, Social Worker/

Mt. Kisco Partners in Prevention 
Coordinator, Armonk
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lhertel@sawmillclub.com

COME SEE WHAT’S NEW 
AT CAMP SAW MILL!

Check out all Camp Saw Mill has
to offer and start looking

forward to a fun-filled Summer!!

77 Kensico Drive, Mt Kisco NY 10549

914-733-4038
www.sawmillclub.com

Tennis Lessons, Swim Lessons,
Arts & Crafts, Sports, Carnival,

Camp Musical and Much, Much More!

smc Camp Ad 2013.indd   1 2/21/2013   5:55:28 PM

S U M M E R C AMPS

160 & 170 Hunts Lane � Chappaqua � NY  www.worldcupschools.com 

Gymnastics 
Preschool 
Tween Workshops 

Building The Best Childhood Summer 
Memories For Over 20 Years! 

Call 914-238-9267/4967 
• •

The Bottom Line About Camp Costs for Parents
Parents know that camp is an experience 

that will last a lifetime. However, they may 
worry about the cost, especially if there is 
more than one camp-aged child in the 
house. 

The good news for parents 
is that there is a camp for just 
about every budget. While 
fees to attend camp vary, there 
is a wide range of prices for 
American Camp Association-
accredited resident and day 
camps. 

Parents may also reduce 
the costs by asking the right 
questions. When talking with 
the camp director, parents 
should ask the following: 
What is the refund policy?

Refund policies vary greatly 
from camp to camp. Some 
refund for illness only, some 
will give a total refund prior 
to a certain date and some do 
not refund at all. Most camps 
will ask for a small non-
refundable deposit at the time 
of application, which may or 
may not go toward the cost of 
tuition. It is important to know 

the refund policy before you send any 
money. 

Is there financial assistance available?
Many camps offer camperships, which 

is a partial or total subsidy of the tuition 
costs, but parents need to ask if they 
are available. Although they are usually 
awarded based on need, don’t assume 

that you make too much to qualify. It is 
important to apply early. 
What is included in the tuition?

Day camps will typically include 
transportation as part of their 
tuition. Resident camps may 
offer limited transportation, 
such as a van ride from a 
major local train station. Other 
amenities to ask about are 
fees for special programs and 
trips, laundry service, camp 
canteen, special equipment 
that is required and service 
organization membership. 
Also, ask the camp director if it 
is appropriate to send spending 
money with your child. 
Are special discounts available?

Often, camps will offer special 
discounts for such things as 
early registration, full-season 
enrollment, and enrollment of 
multiple family members. If 
more than one special discount 
applies, parents may only be 
able to take advantage of one. 

Reprinted by permission 
of the American Camp 
Association.
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Children Find Outstanding Mentors When Attending Summer Camp

Annual Westchester Camp Fair Slated for This Sunday in White Plains

January is National Mentor 
Month, a time to celebrate and 
encourage the positive relationships 
that are critical to the development 
of children and youth – the positive 
relationships that are developed and 
encouraged each year at camp. 

The idea of a mentor is an ancient 
one. In Greek mythology, when 
Odysseus, King of Ithaca, went to 
battle in the Trojan War, he placed 
his friend, Mentor, in charge of his 
son and his kingdom. Today, Mentor has 
become synonymous with someone who 
imparts wisdom to and shares knowledge 
with a less experienced person. Mentoring 
relationships are special and often life-

changing.
The camp experience is uniquely 

designed to foster these relationships. 
When counselors and camp staff engage 
with campers, they are not just teaching, 

they are using the core elements of 
positive mentoring relationships.

Camp counselors  share  and teach 
through stories and anecdotes. They 
impart wisdom from their own successes 
and failures and offer the insight that 
comes from experience.

Camp counselors  model  appropriate 
behaviors. They show campers how to 
play fairly, show empathy and win and 
lose gracefully.

Camp counselors  guide  campers 
through the learning landscape of life. 
They teach the things that cannot be 
taught in school–how to live with others, 
how to build friendships, how to lead and 
how to work as a team.

Camp counselors  support  campers 
emotionally. They offer reassurance 
when situations become difficult or 
overwhelming. Counselors are there to 
not only lend a hand but to help campers 
work through difficult moments and feel 
the sense of accomplishment that comes 
from conquering obstacles.

These relationships aren’t just a nice 
addition to childhood and young adult 
development. Kids need them. They need 
nurturing mentors, people outside of 
their family that take an interest in who 
they are, root for their successes and 
help them learn that failures are critical 
stepping stones on the path of success.

The 32nd annual Westchester County 
Camp Fair will be held at the Crowne Plaza 
in White Plains on this Sunday, Jan. 26 
from 12 to 3 p.m.  Every year 40 to 50 day 
camps, specialty camps, sleep away camps 
and summer activity programs come 
together to meet parents and children. 

Directors are there to personally 
introduce their programs to interested 
parents and share what is new and exciting 
for 2014. Representatives of the American 

Camp Association will be on hand to 
answer questions about choosing a camp 
and offer advice to parents.  There will be 
activities for kids and WFAS radio will be 
handing out prizes and broadcasting live 
from the Fair.  

 “This was an efficient afternoon, I was 
able to speak directly with several camp 
directors and my kids had a blast,” said 
one parent, Mary from Larchmont, who 
attended last year. “Not only did I save 

time, I found a program for my children.”  
The camp fair is free and children are 

encouraged to attend. Sign up in advance 
and save time at the registration desk by 
visiting  www.westchestercampfair.com. 
The Crowne Plaza is located at 66 Hale 
Ave.

The Westchester Camp Fair is hosted  
by Westchester Parent, a Davler Media 
Group company. Webster Bank is the 
official sponsor.
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Session 1 
June 30th - July 25th 2014

Session 2 
July 28th - August 15th, 2014

Summer 2014

Dobbs Ferry, NY • squirecamps@gmail.com

OPEN 

HOUSES 

February 1st & 

March 15, 2014

PARENTS! FIND THE RIGHT CAMP 
IN ONE AFTERNOON

Hosted by WestchesterParent 
Westchester Camp Fair
32nd Annual

Don’t miss your chance to be on-air with WFAS-FM. 

Camp Fair

Sunday, January 26th 
12:00-3:00pm  FREE to attend

Crowne Plaza 66 Hale Ave, White Plains

Sponsored by

Day • Specialty • Summer Programs
Meet the Directors & Learn About the Programs

(914) 397-0200 • WWW.WESTCHESTERCAMPFAIR.COM

Join us at our Saturday Open Houses 
on Jan. 11, Feb. 1 & March 1 from 10 a.m.–2 p.m. 

(snow dates Jan. 25, Feb. 8 & March 8)

Harvey Cavalier Camp
A Summer Camp as Exceptional as Your Child

Harvey’s 125 acre campus of open fields and woods provides a  
perfect setting for an extraordinary summer camp experience. 

The Harvey School • 260 Jay Street, Katonah, NY 10536
914-232-0581 • harveycavaliercamp.org

A day camp for Pre-K–Grade 9 with over 50 courses from 
fine arts, theater, ice skating, science, gymnastics, technology, 
swimming, sports, music, and much more!

advertising@theexaminernews.com • www.theexaminernews.com • 914-864-0878

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

Advertise With Us, It Works!

Professional Handyman Service:
“I have had great success with Examiner advertising. When I moved to this area 4 years ago I began my  

advertising campaign with them and my phone immediately started ringing. People always mention that  
they saw my ad in The Examiner and also tell me how much they enjoy the paper.”

Yorktown Pet
“I placed an ad in the Examiner’s Easter promotion. The ad was cute and funny. I was amazed at the positive 

response and phone calls I received. The Examiner has a great art dept. and they are a pleasure to work with..”
Thornwood Wines & Spirts:

“We were very pleased with the results of our holiday 
advertising. People brought the ad in as they did their shopping. We plan on increasing our  

advertising with The Examiner in the upcoming year.”
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BIG GAME
SUNDAY
February 2

Broncos
Seahawks

New LightNew Light

Patricia McMann Owner
Medical Building

275 Main Street Mount Kisco
914-241-3114

www.newlightlaser.com 
Celebrating over 20 years at the same location

pat@newlightlaser.com

Tattoo Removal
We can lighten your 
mistakes for covers
Laser  Hair Removal

Shoprite/CVS Center. 1004 Broadway Thornwood
Store Hrs: Monday-Saturday 9:30am-9:00pm • Sunday 12-5

Tel: 914 747 8071 • Fax: 914 747 8072

BIG GAME
SPECIAL

20% OFF! 
All Wines in Store

A Case or More
Mix’N’ Match Your Favorite Wines!  

Except 3,4, and 5 Liters as well as sale items.
Not to be combined with any other offer.

Look for more 
Big Game Specials

in next week’s issue 
of the Examiner!

Thornwood
Wines & Spirits

27 South Greeley Ave
Chappaqua, NY 10514

914-238-7153 • Fax 914-238-7152
www.villarinasinchappaqua.com
E-mail villarinas11@yahoo.com

Catering for All Ocassions

Order your 
Big Game Specials

 Now
• Wings • BBQ Ribs

•Heros • Platers •Salads

Catering for All Ocassions

Big Game SpecialsBig Game Specials

Catering for All Ocassions

Big Game SpecialsBig Game Specials

“Bringing your Hair to Life Since 1982” 

Follow us on Facebook at Fred’s Hair Salon

Katonah Shopping Center  • 270 Katonah Ave.  Katonah. 
(914) 232-5201

www.fredshairsalon.com
Tues. -Wed.- Fri. 9-6 Thurs. 9-7, Sat. 8-5 

Walk-ins 
Welcome

$25 SUPER SPECIAL
20” Cheese Pizza

Large order Penne Vodka
Dozen Garlic Knots, 2 Liter Soda

($44.95 Value)
Valid only 2/2/14 • No substitutions permitted

Cannot be combined with any other off ers

Let Us Cater Your
BIG GAME PARTY

$25 super special
20” cheese pizza

large order penne Vodka
Dozen Garlic Knots, 2 liter soda

($44.95 Value)
Valid only 2/3/13 • No substitutions permitted

Cannot be combined with any other offers

let us cater Your
BiG Game partY

3-6 Ft wedges
Pre-Order 
by 2/1/13

Trays of  
Buffalo Wings

Pre-Order 
by 2/1/13

Trays of 
Bu� alo Wings

Pre-Order 
by 1/31/14

3-6 Ft wedges
Pre-Order 
by 1/31/14

$25 super special
20” cheese pizza

large order penne Vodka
Dozen Garlic Knots, 2 liter soda

($44.95 Value)
Valid only 2/3/13 • No substitutions permitted

Cannot be combined with any other offers

let us cater Your
BiG Game partY

3-6 Ft wedges
Pre-Order 
by 2/1/13

Trays of  
Buffalo Wings

Pre-Order 
by 2/1/13
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s Find out what the 
Indigo Girls already 

know about The 
Grifter's new album, 

Dangerous World 
–"Songs that stick 

like glue with a 
voice I can't get 

enough of." 
- Emily Saliers of the 

Indigo Girls 

Call 914-403-7053 for information on purchasing the album or visit bcmtunes.com

Available on I-tunes 
and Amazon.com

Housing Report: Party Like it’s 2006 and in Your Own Backyard
Never one who was big on remembering 

or quoting verse from the Bible, I do 
sometimes think of Ecclesiastes, Chapter 
3, Verses 1-4. You know, the passage about 
the appropriate times to do this or that, 
when to mourn or rejoice, and all that? It’s 
gotten me through the low spots when I’ve 
thought, okay, I guess this is one of those 
down times when I should just lie low or 
kick up my heels.

During 2013, we realtors were able to 
say this is the time to rejoice and this is the 
time for homeowners to sell and buyers 
to buy. At least that’s what the report of 
the Multiple Listing Service, released last 
week, confirmed that we should do.

The good news was that the real estate 
business was better in 2013 than it had 
been since we laid a big fat egg after 2007. 
Westchester posted a 21 percent sales 
increase from 2012 to 2013 and Putnam 
a 17 percent increase. To paraphrase a 
certain Dickens novel in a skewed kind of 
way, it was the best of times to buy and it 
was the best of times to sell a house.

In Westchester, the housing inventory 
dropped from 2,570 units in 2012 to 
2,327 units in 2013, a 9.5 percent decline. 
In Putnam, the number decreased from 
708 in 2012 to 681 in 2013, a 3.8 percent 
decline.

This all augured well for home values. 
In Westchester, the median sales price 
of a single-family rose 3.9 percent, 

from $587,00 in 2012 
to $610,000 in 2013. In 
Putnam, the median sales 
price rose 2.8 percent to 
$308,500. Quizzically, 
however, average prices 
in the year-end report in 
most towns decreased 
while the number of sales 
went up simply because 
many more homes in 
the lower end that were 
sitting on the shelf during 
the recession came on the 
market. 

Because all real estate is 
local, I thought it would 
be fun to see how the 
good news translates into 
sales in a sampling of 
communities served by 
The Examiner newspapers.  
Although I’m normally not a numbers guy, 
when it comes to anything related to the 
value of my life’s biggest investment, I just 
love to see numbers stacked side by side.

Here are 2013 sales numbers for the 
Byram Hills School District (serving 
Armonk, Bedford, Mount Pleasant, 
Chappaqua and Pleasantville).

In 2012, 106 homes sold compared with 
129 in 2013. Those with the town average 
of four bedrooms. sold for an average 
price of $1,183,212 in 2012,  compared 

with a $1,192,733 average in 
2013. The median selling price 
for a four-bedroom home in 
2012 was $1,150,000; in 2013, 
it was $895,000. The most 
expensive home sold in 2012 
was $2,950,000; in 2013, it 
was $9,300,000. Total volume 
of all homes sold in 2012 
was $125,420,498; in 2013, 
$153,862,494.
Scooting over to Mount Kisco...

In 2012, 34 homes sold 
compared with 40 in 2013. 
Those with the town average 
of three bedrooms, sold in 
2012 for an average price 
of $564,432  compared to 
$562,549 in 2013. The median 
selling price for a three-
bedroom home in 2012 was 
$470,500; in 2013, it was 

$460,00. The most expensive home sold 
in 2012 was $1,250,000; in 2013, it was 
$1,160,000. Total volume of all homes 
sold in 2012 was $19,190,700 in 2013, 
$22,501,950.
What about a larger town like Yorktown?

Perhaps because of its more moderately 
priced homes combined with good schools 
and services, Yorktown saw the most 
dramatic increase in sales in the past year. 
In 2012, 185 homes sold compared with 
512 in 2013. Those with the town average 

of three bedrooms sold for an average 
price of $409,230 in 2012  compared to 
$393,928 in 2013. The median selling 
price for a three-bedroom home in 2012 
was $380,000; in 2013, it was $342,250. 
The most expensive home sold in 2012 
was $1,600,000; in 2013, it was $5,500,000.  
Total volume of all homes sold in 2012 was 
$75,707,578; in 2013, $201,691,342.
What’s doing in Putnam?

In Mahopac, 127 homes sold in 2012 
compared with 160 in 2013. Those with 
the town average of three bedrooms 
sold for an average price of $363,423  in 
2012 compared to $388,119 in 2013. The 
median selling price for a three-bedroom 
home in 2012 was $349,000; in 2013, it 
was $335,000. The most expensive home 
sold in 2012 was $1,070,000; in 2013, it 
was $1,550.000. Total volume of all homes 
sold in 2012 was $46,154,762; in 2013, 
$62,098,961.

For those thinking about buying or 
selling in the near future, do I hear any 
heels clicking?

Bill Primavera is a Residential and 
Commercial Realtor® associated with 
Coldwell Banker, as well as a publicist 
and journalist who writes regularly as The 
Home Guru. For questions about home 
maintenance or to engage him to help you 
buy or sell a home, he can be emailed atBill@
TheHomeGuru.com or called directly  
at 914-522-2076.

�4�2�0�	�M�a�i�n�	�S�t�r�e�e�t�	�A�r�m�o�n�k�	

Present this ad for a 20% Discount on your next framing project.
What a difference frame makes!

Fabric as art. Put a Lovely frame on beautiful fabric section and voila! Art!
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By Colette Connolly
A hip new restaurant has come to 

Briarcliff Manor that many residents will 
identify with. 

Taking its name from Briarcliff ’s zip 
code, 10510, and putting a new twist on 
what co-owner Anthony Fortunate was 
thinking of when he came up with the 
idea for his new eatery, 105-Ten is a place 
he believes will appeal to families and 
20-somethings looking for a cool place to 
gather.  

Fortunate, who operated the Rain Water 
Grill in Hastings before selling it last year, 
is excited about his latest venture. 

“I’m hoping to turn this into a 
community hot spot,” he said, noting 
that the restaurant’s central location near 
Route 9A is easily accessible from around 
the area.

Fortunate, who has a degree in 
behavioral science, had no connection to 
the restaurant industry until he started 
waiting tables as a college student. From 

there he quickly moved into management, 
learning everything about the industry, 
including a restaurant’s back office 
operations and purchasing. 

“Right now, I pretty much do everything 
but cook,” said Fortunate, a Briarcliff 
resident, who opened the restaurant on 
Jan. 10.   

That job is the prime responsibility of 
Fortunate’s head chef and business partner 
Eddis Martinez, who also was his partner 
at Rain Water Grill.

At 105-Ten, Martinez has developed 
a diverse menu that Fortunate refers to 
as elevated American cuisine. While the 
menu will change each week, Martinez will 
frequently offer up some of his personal 
favorites, including fried avocado and 
Ahi tuna appetizers, chopped Cobb salad, 
lobster macaroni and cheese and South 
American sea bass and steak frits. 

The restaurant also serves burgers 
and wraps and features daily blackboard 
specials. A variety of vegetarian and 

gluten-free dishes are also available. Much 
of the produce and meat comes from local 
farms and other organic suppliers, said 
Fortunate, the father of two children. 

In addition to the great food that’s being 
served up at 105-Ten, Fortunate is mindful 
of creating a place that is comfortable for 
all. A 25-foot counter with ample seating 
and three large televisions is perfect for 
customers who want to eat close to the bar. 
There is also trendy exposed ductwork 
with an industrial touch, in addition to 
rich high brick walls in the airy restaurant.

Fortunate hopes to draw a mix of locals 
and clientele from other communities to 
105-Ten’s cuisine and ambience. He also 
plans to schedule regular music sessions. 

The bar currently stocks 12 craft beers. 
The list of specialty drinks include “Martini 

Flights,” a blend of popular 
martinis that amount to one 
full drink, giving guests the 
opportunity to try different 
cocktails or share among 
friends.  

Current special offers at 
105-Ten include a happy 
hour every Friday night 
and a “Wine Wednesdays” 
promotion featuring $5 
glasses of wine until 8 p.m. 
The restaurant also offers 
take-out service for both 
lunch and dinner. 

Mindful of giving back to 
the community, Fortunate 

intends to donate a dollar from every kid’s 
meal sold in the restaurant to the Muddy 
Puddles Project, an initiative of The Ty 
Louis Campbell Foundation, a local 
nonprofit that funds innovative research 
and clinical trials for the treatment of 
childhood cancer. 

“That is the charity we want to 
adopt,” said Fortunate, who plans to 
offer discounts to Briarcliff ’s volunteer 
firefighters, local police and EMT workers.

105-Ten is located at 127 Woodside 
Ave. in Briarcliff Manor. It’s open daily 
for lunch and dinner from 11:30 a.m. to 
10 p.m. Sunday through Thursday; until 
10:30 p.m. on Friday and Saturday. 

For more information, call 914-236-
3651. The restaurant’s website should 
soon be functional at www.105ten.com.

the eclectic interior of  105-ten, Briarcliff’s newest dining spot. 
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105-Ten, 
Briarcliff Manor

Select Books
Distinctive Cards

Journals

...and more!

Bookmarks

Special Orders

Gift Certificates

Free Gift Wrapping

Unique Gifts

Book Group Discounts

School Orders

Cookbooks

Agate Book Ends

Children’s Books

Reference Books

Out-of-Print Searches

The Village
�

Bookstore

Ten Washington Ave.

Pleasantville, NY

Across from the Burns Film Center

914.769.8322

staff@pleasantvillebooks.com
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Common Core Standards Blasted at Sen. Ball Forum 
By Neal Rentz

A few hundred Westchester and Putnam 
parents, students, teachers and school 
officials gathered last week in Carmel 
to blast the Common Core educational 
standards.

State Sen. Greg Ball (R-C-I/Patterson), 
who hosted the forum, scheduled the 
meeting to obtain feedback about the 
Common Core, which is tied to the Race 
to the Top federal education funds. The 
Common Core has been the target of 
criticism from parents and the academic 
community throughout the state.

Ball is seeking state legislation to end 
the standards in New York, which were 
implemented to more effectively prepare 
students for college and careers. 

Last Thursday, the Common Core was 
harshly criticized during the roughly one-
hour, 45-minute meeting held at Carmel 
Town Hall.

Lakeland High School student Laura 
Nardelli said with implementation of the 
Common Core the emphasis in school 
is now on preparing students to take 

standardized tests. Nardelli said there has 
been a marked difference in the structure 
of students’ instruction , which has been 
upsetting and has caused her to be “feeling 
anxious in school.”

Croton-Harmon Board of Education 

Vice President Giuseppina Miller said 
since the Common Core was introduced 
last year “there’s little room for creativity” 
for students. 

Olivia Vataj, a Mahopac fifth-grader, said 
she wrote a letter to state Commissioner 

of Education Dr. John King Jr. last year to 
lodge her dissatisfaction.

“Common Core is taking over my life,”  
Vataj said she told the commissioner in 
her letter. “You have taken my joy away.” 

Parent Ann Laval said the standards 
were implemented “for corporate and 
political gain.” 

“Our children are not fore sale,” Laval 
said. 

Even though Ball has called for the 
eventual end of the Common Core in 
the state, he was questioned by many in 
the audience for supporting Assembly 
legislation that calls for a three-year 
moratorium to address concerns with the 
standards. However, Ball said he wants 
“full repeal,” but added that he supported 
a moratorium as a way to eventually end 
the Common Core. 

Ball called on those attending the 
meeting to lobby Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
to end the Common Core. The governor 
has been ignoring those who are in 
opposition, Ball said. 

State Sen. Greg Ball, left, led a public forum on the Common Core standards last week in putnam County, 
where a procession of  speakers had harsh words for the effort.

Neal ReNtz photo

Chappaqua Young Writers Contest Accepting Entries 

Living Well Senior Program on Tap in Mount Pleasant Next Week

Grease up your pencils and sharpen 
your laptops. The 34th Annual Friends 
of the Chappaqua Library Young Writers 
Contest is open for entries.

Each year the Friends of the Chappaqua 
Library sponsors the contest to encourage 
and recognize young writers of merit in 
the community.

The Friends is a group dedicated to 
supporting the Chappaqua Library, 
supplementing its programs and resources 
with memberships and donations from the 
community. Books, DVDs, British series, 
ebooks, audio materials and furniture are 
part of their contribution. They sponsor 
a wide variety of library programs for 
children and adults, and of course, the 
Young Writers Contest -- all of which help 
make the Chappaqua Library one of the 
most popular in the Westchester Library 
System.

Any student, grades 6-12, residing in 
the Chappaqua Central School Cistrict or 
enrolled in Chappaqua schools may enter 

the Young Writers Contest.
The three categories for submissions are 

fiction (short story or drama), non-fiction 
(essay, journalism, humor or descriptive 
prose)and poetry.

First, second and third prizes are 
awarded in each category, at middle 
school and high school levels. High school 
winners are announced at the spring 
awards assemblies while middle school 
winners are revealed in June.

As always, this year’s contest will be 
judged “blind” by a panel of writing and 
editing professionals. Because all entries 
are submitted anonymously, judges won’t 
know the identities of the writers, and vice 
versa.

Manuscripts can be submitted in two 
ways. Online submissions are preferred. 
Young writers can register, then upload 
PDF (or DOC) files at Submittable.
com www.fotl2013youngwriterscontest.
submittable.com/submit). Save a tree!

Hard copies are also accepted. 

Formatting and collating requirements 
must be followed exactly, and are detailed 
in the FAQs and official rules. One entry 
form must accompany four “blind” copies 
of the paper submission.

The Young Writers Contest entry forms, 
FAQs and official rules can be found on 
the  Friends’ page of the library’s website. 
They can also be picked up from the 
library circulation desk, the teen section 
or from the middle school and high 
school English department.

There is no fee to enter. Writers may 
submit one manuscript in each of up to 
three categories.

Deadline for entries is Friday, March 21 
at 2 p.m. at school English departments, 
at 6 p.m. (close of the business day) at the 
Chappaqua Library or midnight online at 
Submittables.com.

The Friends of the Chappaqua Library 
look forward to this opportunity to 
recognize the creative talents of students 
in our community.

Slots Still Available in the Chappaqua 
Challenge

The Chappaqua Challenge is filling up, 
but there are still a few team spaces left. 
This fun, low-key reading program has 
been an annual event since 1983. Fourth-, 
fifth- and sixth-graders form teams of 
three or four friends and read books from 
a list of 12 over four months. Then they 
write questions about one of the books. 
During the actual Challenge, which will 
take place on March 29 at 2 p.m., the 
teams quiz each other. No score is kept 
and there are no winners or losers. There’s 
a party immediately afterwards and each 
participant will earn a gift certificate to a 
local bookstore. 

Space is limited so anyone who 
wants to participate should register 
as soon as possible. Please vist,  www.
chappaqualibrary.org or call the Children’s 
Room of the Chappaqua Library at 914-
238-4779 ext. 3 for more information.

Westchester residents 55 years old and 
up are invited to learn about the Living 
Well Livable Communities program 
to better manage their chronic health 
conditions, enhance their quality of life 
and possibly lower their health costs at a 
free information session on Wednesday, 
Jan. 29.

Chronic conditions include arthritis, 
high-blood pressure, pain, depression 
and diabetes, just to name a few. 
Registration is not required for the 
sessions, which will take place: 

The session will take place at the 

Mount Pleasant Community, located at 
125 Lozza Way in Valhalla at 12:30 p.m.

Living Well, formally known as the 
Chronic Disease Self-Management 
Program, is presented by Westchester 
County’s Department of Senior Programs 
and Services and the Westchester Public/
Private Partnership for Aging Services. It 
was developed by the Patient Education 
Research Center at Stanford University’s 
School of Medicine, and is taught in more 
than 30 languages around the world.

Trained peer leaders teach participants 
how to manage their conditions on 

a day-to-day basis through a greater 
understanding of physical activity, 
healthy eating and stress management. 
Participants also learn how to use their 
medications correctly and improve 
communications with their health care 
provider and family. People taking the 
course may also be able to lower their 
health care costs by avoiding unnecessary 
trips or return trips to doctors and 
hospitals. 

Living Well workshops take place for 
two-and-a-half hours a week for six 
weeks at various locations in the county 

throughout the year. Additional dates 
and locations will be announced. 

For more information about the next 
Wednesday’s forum, contact Kellie Rizzi 
at 914-742-2363. 

Anyone who cannot attend, may also 
inquire about another forum that is 
being held on Thursday, Jan. 30 at 11 a.m. 
in Mount Vernon at The Doles Center, 
located at 250 S. Sixth Ave. For more 
information, about the Jan. 30 forum, 
contact Joan Horton at 914-665-2447.
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Budget Restorations Give Child Care Advocates Reason for Optimism
By Jon Craig

The new year has brought new hope for 
child care advocates with the restoration 
of millions of county and federal tax 
dollars to increase the number of slots and 
quality of care.

“As a mother, as a grandmother, I know 
how difficult it is to prepare a child for 
kindergarten,” said Rep. Nita Lowey, 
during a news conference last Friday in 
White Plains.

Lowey announced passage of more than 
$1.1 billion in federal aid for affordable 
child care nationwide, including $100 
million for child care initiatives in New 
York and $500 million to Head Start 
providers. 

Kathleen Halas, executive director of 
the Child Care Council of Westchester, 
asked Lowey, “How did you do it? I was 
stunned. I was stunned...You are a miracle 
worker.”

Lowey is the top-ranking Democrat on 
the House Appropriations Committee.

“The misguided, reckless cuts to these 
services in the last year have had real 
consequences for children and families in 
our region,” Lowey said.

“We were holding our breath,” Halas 
said. “ I really thought there could be 
another cut.”

The good news comes on the heels of 
this month’s inclusion of $900,000 in early 
child care money in Westchester County 

Executive Rob Astorino’s budget, money 
that was excluded last year

Halas and other child care advocates 
were crossing their fingers for more 
public assistance when the state budget is 
released. 

Halas said there is overwhelming 
evidence that when these funds are 
reduced the achievement gap starts 
widening and doesn’t go away for many 
children. The increased funding for Head 
Start, Early Head Start and child care “will 
open up the early learning opportunities 
that parents in our community so 
desperately seek for their children,” Halas 
said.

About 161,000 children in Westchester 
need day care, but there are just 80,000 
regulated slots available.  The average 
annual cost is about $13,000 for infants 
and pre-school children. A fall survey by 
the Child Care Council found nearly half 
of working parents receiving subsidized 
child care were having trouble paying 
their share, and a quarter of them were 
behind on payments.

“There is no better function government 
serves than early child care,” said White 
Plains Mayor Thomas Roach.

Susan B. Wayne, president of Family 
Services of Westchester, said her agency 
will be able to reopen a Head Start 
classroom as a result of the federal 
funding.

Rep. Nita lowey, right, smiles with child care advocates after she announced last Friday that New York 
will receive an extra $100 million for child care programs, part of  more than $1 billion in funds being 
made available in this year’s federal budget for the services.
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ADOPTION
ADOPT: � e stork didn't call; we hope 
you will! Loving, happy family seeking to 
adopt baby to complete our family. Con-
tact Robin/Neil: 866-303-0668, www.rn-
ladopt.info

AUCTIONS
Buy or sell at AARauctions.com. Con-
tents of homes, businesses, vehicles and 
real estate. Bid NOW! AARauctions.com 
Lights, Camera, Auction. No longer the 
best kept secret.

DIVORCE
DIVORCE $349 - Uncontested divorce 
papers prepared. Includes poor person 
application/waives government fees, if ap-
proved. One signature required. Separa-
tion agreements available. Make Divorce
Easy - 518-274-0380.

HELP WANTED
ARMONK, NY RESTAURANT TEAM: 
Work for the best guy ever! Excellent op-
portunity/full time jobs in a new restau-
rant located in Armonk, NY. If you know 
how to CHOP A SALAD, make wraps, 
serve great soups and be AMAZING 
WITH CUSTOMERS, I want to meet 

YOU. Bring your prep, line, cooking & 
customer service experience! We will be 
a great team. Let’s learn from each other! 
EMAIL YOUR RESUME or list of res-
taurant experience: bowlssalad@aol.
com Don’t wait!!! BE ON MY TEAM! 

HAIR DRESSER with some following 
to join our team. Yorktown Hts. 914 220 
2308. 

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here! Get 
FAA approved Aviation Maintenance 
Technician training. Financial aid for 
quali� ed students Housing available. Job 
placement assistance. Call AIM 866-296-
7093

HOME IMPROVEMENT
HAS YOUR BUILDING SHIFTED OR 
SETTLED? Contact Woodford Brothers 
Inc, for straightening, leveling, foundation 
and wood frame repairs at 1-800-OLD-
BARN. www.woodfordbros.com. "Not 
applicable in Queens county"

LAND
NYS LAND FOR SALE 8.6 Acres/$19,995 
With Financing! Beautiful Ridge Top Ma-
ple Forests With Evergreens, Wild Apple 
Trees, Babbling Brook & Major Deer 

Trails. Easy Access O�  Rt 13. Minutes To
Salmon River Fishing & State Game 
Lands. Call Now: 1-800-229-7843 or 
email info@landandcamps.com

LAND WANTED
ABANDONED NY FARM! ABSOLUTE 
SALE! JAN 25TH & 26TH! 23 Tracts! 
8ac- $19,900 15ac- $29,900 25ac- $39,900 
Next to State Land, stream, pond, incredi-
ble views! House, barn! Stunning country 
setting! Call :(888) 905-8847 to register!
NewYorkLandandLakes.com

MUSIC INSTRUCTION
PIANO LESSONS IN YOUR HOME. 
Experienced, patient piano teacher.  I 
teach all levels and ages, beginners 
welcome. $35.  Please call Scott Pollack 
at 914-235-5416 or email spollack@
westnet.com 

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4897.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship. FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

OUT OF STATE REAL ESTATE
SEBASTIAN, FLORIDA A� ordable cus-
tom factory constructed homes $45,900+, 
Friendly community, No Real Estate or 
State Income Taxes ,minutes to Atlantic 
Ocean. 772-581-0080, www.beach-cove.
com. Limited seasonal rentals

WANTED
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry, 
books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports cards, 
etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT 914-
654-1683 

CASH for Coins! Buying ALL Gold & Sil-
ver. Also Stamps & Paper Money, Entire 
Collections, Estates. Travel to your home. 
Call Marc in NY 1-800-959-3419

EXAMINER MEDIA Classifi eds 012114

To Place a Classifi ed Ad 
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or e-mail classifi eds
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Classifi ed Ad Deadline
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Call today for all your septic design, service and installation needs!
973.764.6100 973.875.6002

800.428.6166t y ] e

NEIGHBORS! SCHEDULE SAME DAY SERVICE & RECEIVE SPECIAL SAVINGS!

Fast and Dependable Same Day Service!

SEPTIC SERVICE

IT’S TIME TO PUMP YOUR
SEPTIC TANK!

$20.00
OFF

Must Present Coupon On Day Of Service • Not to be combined with any other offer.

Call today for all your septic pumping,
 inspection, and installation needs!

t y ] e

$20 off             Your next  
septic pumping
*not to be combined with any other offer

EarthCarE SEPtIC SErVICE

Call today for all your septic design, service and installation needs!
973.764.6100 973.875.6002

800.428.6166t y ] e

NEIGHBORS! SCHEDULE SAME DAY SERVICE & RECEIVE SPECIAL SAVINGS!

Fast and Dependable Same Day Service!

SEPTIC SERVICE

IT’S TIME TO PUMP YOUR
SEPTIC TANK!

$20.00
OFF

Must Present Coupon On Day Of Service • Not to be combined with any other offer.

Available 24/7  
year round

800.428.6166 • www.earthcare.us

HVR32

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR

Looking for 50 Homeowners 
to Qualify for a FREE 
Home Solar System

The U.S. Government and State of New York have financial 
incentives that provide homeowners the opportunity to 
replace your electric provider with solar power.

845-694-3536

Own Your Own Home
Have a Southernly-Facing Roof
Little to No Shading
Credit Score of 680
Pay an Electric Bill

Roof Diagnostics Solar is now qualifying 50 homes for a FREE home 
solar system.  Call 845-694-3536 to see if your home qualifies!
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Come to our Open House and find out:
Sunday, Jan. 26  •  1pm–4pm
(Presentations at 1pm, 2pm and 3pm)

For more information, contact Patsy Manganelli at 914.946.4800 ext. 263 

or admissions@stepinac.org.

WHY CHOOSE STEPINAC?

Pride In Our Past, Faith In Our Future.

• Christian Values and Traditions

• Affordable Tuition

• Central Westchester Location

• Earn transferrable college credits

• 17 Advanced Placement Courses 

   (begins in Freshman Year)

• Outdoor Athletic Turf Complex

• Championship Athletic & Award Winning Drama Programs

• Committed, Caring and Credentialed Faculty

• Integrated Use of Technology with Wireless Campus 

• Ranked in the Top 50 Catholic High Schools in the Nation

• 1,700 SF State-of-the-Art Technology Center

950 Mamaroneck Avenue  |  White Plains, NY 10605  |  (914) 946-4800  |  www.stepinac.org

First High School in the Nation to Provide a Complete Digital Textbook Library!

Something to Laugh About: Duo Organizes Local Comedy Shows
By Martin Wilbur

If you love live comedy and live in 
Westchester, there usually isn’t much of a 
choice but to trek into Manhattan for an 
expensive evening.

Adam Eliassof and Frank Pellegrino are 
looking to change that. 

The two Mount Pleasant residents have 
started a venture called NoMa Comedy 
in hopes of bringing New York City-style 
comedy shows to Westchester without 
subjecting fans to the inflated Manhattan 
cover prices, two-drink minimums and 
sky-high parking rates or Metro-North 
fares. Even the acronym in the name 
references location: NoMa stands for 
North of Manhattan.

The next show is scheduled for this 
Saturday night at Lucy’s Lounge in 
Pleasantville, featuring veteran comedian 
Sean Donnelly, who has been seen on 
“Late Night With David Letterman” and in 
clubs throughout the metropolitan area. 
The program kicks off with Pleasantville 
musician Michael Pennacchio at 7:30 p.m. 
followed by the lineup of comedians at 8 
p.m. Admission is $20 and seating is open.

“It’s really the love of comedy and seeing 
what we would like to see when we go to 
a show,” said Eliassof, 29, a Hawthorne 
resident and a realtor. “We want to give 
that quality of experience so that people 
want to see our shows.”

Eliassof and Pellegrino are searching 
for venues throughout the county where 

they can book a lineup of local talent and 
a headliner to give Westchester residents 
that big city comedy club feel. They have 
been looking at potential sites from 
Yonkers to Yorktown to host shows. 

However, Pellegrino, 28, of Thornwood, 
a Con Edison employee, said they are 
being a little picky when it comes to 
locations. They want places where patrons 
will feel comfortable, where the wait staff 
and bartenders will understand avoiding 
service or noisily blending drinks during 

a comedian’s routine and good acoustics. 
There’s nothing worse for an audience 
than missing the punch line during a 
comedy show.

“We’ve observed many different comedy 
clubs around the city and Westchester 
and all over the place and we notice what 
works and what doesn’t work,” Pellegrino 
said. “We know what’s distracting to 
comedians, what’s distracting to an 
audience and we know what everybody 
likes and doesn’t like.”

The idea of starting a Westchester 
comedy show series took shape for 
the pair last year. Pellegrino, who has 
experience organizing fundraisers, and 
Eliassof put together a one-time event last 
March in Mount Kisco as a benefit for the 
Masonic Lodge chapter where Pellegrino 
is a member. They plan to reprise that 
effort  on Saturday, March 22 at the Mount 
Kisco Lodge on Carpenter Avenue with 
a double headliner of Mike Gaffney and 
Frankie Pace.

Last year’s show worked so well that 
throughout the summer and into the fall 
they kicked around the idea of scheduling 
shows on a more regular basis. Each show 
will also have a philanthropic component 
with some of the proceeds going to a 
charity or nonprofit.

“It was so well-received, people enjoyed 
it, people wouldn’t stop talking about it, 
how there’s nothing like that in the area,” 
said Eliassof.

On Dec. 5, they hosted their first 
show under the NoMa Comedy banner, 
featuring Johnny Watson, a Saturday Night 
Live writer. Their host for the evening 
was comedian Tommy Gooch. Despite it 
being a somewhat slow Thursday night, 
Lucy’s management enjoyed hosting and 
asked them back for a Saturday night, 
Eliassof said.

Both being big fans of comedy clubs 
and having plenty of comedian friends 
gives Pellegrino and Eliassof a head start 
to book talent. It also helps that they know 
what audiences enjoy.

Gooch, who will host the March 
show in Mount Kisco, said with the glut 
of comedians more venues are always 
welcome. 

“I think their effort has been 
outstanding,” Gooch said. “Frank loves 
comedy, he understands everyone’s needs. 
What they’re doing is great.”

Eliassof and Pellegrino are hopeful that 
they can steadily become known booking 
shows throughout Westchester. They’re 
working on a show for February in the 
area and may eventually schedule them 
more frequently.

“We want it to become a gathering 
place for communities in Westchester,” 
Pellegrino said. “’Where’s NoMa this 
weekend? Where are they next weekend?’”

For more information about Saturday’s 
show and upcoming events, visit www.
NoMacomedy.com.

Mount pleasant residents adam eliassof, left, and 
Frank pellegrino are booking comedy shows in 
Westchester, including the next gig this Saturday 
night at lucy’s lounge in pleasantville.

MaRtIN WIlBUR photo
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We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Martin Wilbur at mwilbur@theexaminernews.com.com.

Tuesday, Jan. 21
Lego Club. For children in grades 3-6. 

Chappaqua Public Library, 195 S. Greeley 
Ave., Chappaqua. 4 p.m. Free. Also Jan. 
28. Registration: 914-238-4779.

Salsa Dance Classes. Learn to dance 
Salsa club style. No partner necessary. 
Addie-Tude Performing Arts Center, 42 
Memorial Plaza, Pleasantville. 7 p.m. Free. 
Also Jan. 24, 28 and 31. Info: 917-215-
1720, email AddietudeDance@gmail.com 
or visit www.Addie-tude.com. 

Wednesday, Jan. 22
Zumba Fitness. Achieve long-term 

benefits while having a blast in one 
exciting hour of calorie-burning, body-
energizing, awe-inspiring movements 
meant to engage and captivate for life. For 
all fitness levels. Dance Emotions, 75 S. 
Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. Every Monday 
and Wednesday at 9 a.m. and Saturdays at 
10 a.m. Drop in or weekly discount rates 
available. Info: Contact Peggy at 914 960-
4097.

Knitting Group. Hats for our 
servicemen and women overseas and 
other ongoing projects for care centers 
and hospitals. Clinton Street Center, 1A 
Clinton St., Pleasantville. 9:30 to 11:30 
a.m. Free. Meets every Monday and 
Wednesday. Info: 914-769-2021.

Baby Time. A fun interactive lap 
sit story time. Includes songs, rhymes 
and a few very short stories to give 
babies an opportunity to socialize and 
parents a time to share. Recommended 
for newborns through 12 months old. 
Mount Pleasant Public Library, 350 
Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 10 to 10:20 
a.m. Free. Every Monday and Wednesday 
in January. Info: 914-769-0548 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Toddler Time. Uses finger plays, action 
rhymes, songs and stories to encourage an 
enjoyment of books and to stimulate early 
listening skills, learning and speaking 
skills. Recommended for children one 
to two and a half years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford 
Rd., Pleasantville. 10:30 to 11 a.m. Free. 
Every Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
in January. Info: 914-769-0548 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Preschool Story Time. An interactive 
story time using picture books, songs, 
finger plays, action rhymes and other 
activities to encourage the enjoyment 
of books and language. Recommended 
for children two and a half to five years 
old. Mount Pleasant Public Library, 350 
Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 11 to 11:30 
a.m. Free. Every Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday in January. Info: 914-769-0276 or 
www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Senior Benefits Information Center. 
Counselors offer older adults one-on-
one counseling covering a broad range 
of topics including Medicare health and 
prescription plans, food stamps, HEAP, 
EPIC, weatherization, minor home repair 
and tax relief programs.  Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 Main St., Mount Kisco. 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Free. Every Wednesday. 
Info: 914-231-3260.

Fiber/Yarn Hobby Group. Pleasantville 
Loves Yarn is a group of knitters and 
fiber lovers who learn from each other 
and enjoy each other’s company. Bring 
whatever you’re working on and share 
your knowledge. All skill levels and any 
fiber/yarn hobby (knitters, crocheters, 
spinners, weavers, etc.) are welcome. 
Mount Pleasant Public Library, 350 
Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 1 to 3 p.m. 
Free. Info: 914-769-0548.

Thursday, Jan. 23
Let Your Yoga Dance Classes. The 

popular Kripalu noon dance class is now 
in Chappaqua! Combines easy dance, 
gentle yoga and great music. Come join 
this noncompetitive, heart pumping and 
joyful experience. Drop-ins welcome. 
Dance Emotions, 75 S. Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua.10 a.m. $20 per 75 min. class. 
Every Tuesday and Thursday. Info: 914-
238-8974 or email   claudiayogadance@
gmail.com.

Toddler Time. Uses finger plays, action 
rhymes, songs and stories to encourage an 
enjoyment of books and to stimulate early 
listening skills, learning and speaking 
skills. Mount Pleasant Public Library, 125 
Lozza Drive, Valhalla. 10:30 to 11 a.m. 
Free. Recommended for children one to 
two and a half years old. Every Tuesday 
and Thursday. Info: 914-741-0276 or 
www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Preschool Story Time. An interactive 
story time using picture books, songs, 
finger plays, action rhymes and other 
activities to encourage the enjoyment 
of books and language. Mount Pleasant 
Public Library, 125 Lozza Drive., Valhalla 

11 to 11:30 a.m. Free. Recommended for 
children two and a half to five years old. 
Every Tuesday and Thursday. Info: 914-
741-0276 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.
org.

Book Lovers. "The Orphan Train" by 
Christina Baker Kline will be discussed. 
Led by Barbara Bernstein. Chappaqua 
Public Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua. 1 p.m. Free. Info: 914-238-
4779 or www.chappaqualibrary.org.

Yiddish Vinkle. Yiddish speakers (or 
dabblers) enjoy Yiddish poetry, current 
events, short stories, humor, songs, music 
and great camaraderie. Rosenthal JCC, 
600 Bear Ridge Rd., Pleasantville. 1 to 3 
p.m. $6 suggested donation. Meets every 
Thursday. Info: 914-741-0333 ext. 24 or 
visit   www.rosenthaljcc.org.

Multilingual Mother Goose. Learn 
and share songs and rhymes in other 
languages. For children birth to five 
years old; with an adult. Chappaqua 
Public Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua. 2:30 p.m. Free. Meets every 
Thursday. Registration required. Info and 
registration: 914-238-4779.

Friday, Jan 24
Conservation Cafe. Learn about 

backyard and large-scale composting 
and how it can be effective and profitable. 
Geared toward  municipal officials, 
DPW officials, school facility managers, 
grocery store associations, restaurateurs, 
homeowners, the agricultural community, 
gardening enthusiasts, organizations 
that have high food waste disposal costs 
and those concerned about waste. A 
panel discussion with a question-and-
answer session will follow the formal 
presentations. Greenburgh Public Library, 
300 Tarrytown Rd., Elmsford. Registration 
at 8:30 a.m. Program from 8:45 to 10:30 
a.m. Free. Snow date: Friday, Feb. 7 at the 
Greenburgh Nature Center.

Zumba Gold. Try this low-impact 
approach to  Zumba  for the older active 
adult and baby boomer with the same 
sassy, sweaty, fun-filled cardio workout in 
an easy learning environment. Ongoing 
classes; drop-ins welcome. Addie-tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza, Pleasantville. 11:15 a.m. to 12:15 
p.m. $12. Four- and eight-week cards 
available. Meets every Friday. Info: 914-
747-0808 or email instructor at   olin.
amyj@gmail.com.

Baking Pop-up Toaster Pastries. Make 
homemade treats copied from the famous 
commercial pastries, which were copies of 
homemade treats in the first place. Come 
choose your favorite filling and frosting. 
For students in grades 7-12. Chappaqua 
Public Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua. 3:30 to 5 p.m. Free. Info: 914-

238-4779 or  www.chappaqualibrary.org.

Zumba Fitness Class. Addie-Tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza (lower level), Pleasantville. 5:30 
to 6:30 p.m. $15 a class. $29 for four 
classes. $55 for eight classes. Meets 
every Friday. Info: 917-215-1720, email 
AddietudeDance@gmail.com or visit 
www.Addie-tude.com. 
Saturday, Jan. 25

Pleasantville Farmers Market. 
The market is back indoors and even 
better than last year, with more winter-
grown produce, meats, breads, cheeses, 
prepared foods and all the goodies you 
know and love. Pleasantville Middle 
School, 40 Romer Ave., Pleasantville. 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Info: Visit www.
pleasantvillefarmersmarket.org.

Spring Community Music Week. 
Music Conservatory of Westchester, a 
nonprofit community music celebrates 
2014, its 85th year, by offering a week 
of free classes, workshops and tours. 
Musical theater, contemporary styles, 
improvisation, GarageBand and a jazz 
jam workshops have been scheduled. 
Classes will focus on Suzuki Groups, 
early childhood and recorder class. Music 
Conservatory of Westchester, 216 Central 
Ave., White Plains. Continues through 
Jan. 31. Times vary. Info: 914-761-3900 or 
email   info@musiced.org.

It’s a Hoot! Meet one of Teatown’s 
owls and dissect an owl pellet to find 
what is hidden inside. For families with 
children six years old and up. Teatown 
Lake Reservation, 1600 Spring Valley 
Rd., Ossining. 10 to 11:30 a.m. Members: 
Free. Non-members: $5. Pre-registration 
required. Info and pre-registration: 914-
762-2912 ext. 110. 

41st Annual Art Show: Bedford. 
Contemporary art, sculpture and 
photography will be featured. A children’s 
activity to create watercolor bookmarks 
will take place on Saturday. On Sunday, 
artist Kathleen Griffin will explain and 
sell drawings of her public art project, 
“Butterflies of Memory,” which involves 
mounting giant gold butterflies atop 
the ruins of the Small Pox Hospital on 
Roosevelt Island. St. Matthew's Church, 
382 Cantitoe St. (Route 22), Bedford. 10 
a.m. to 7 p.m. Free. Also Jan. 26 from 12 to 
4 p.m. Info: 914-234-9636 or visit  www.
stmatthewsbedford.org.  

Hudson Chorale: American Voices. 
Westchester’s largest mixed chorus, 
will open its fourth season with a 
moving and uplifting concert of choral 
works by American composers who 
looked to American poets for their 
inspiration. Poets to be featured include 

continued on page 26

hudson Chorale, Westchester’s largest mixed 
chorus, will perform two concerts this weekend 
in pleasantville featuring the works of  american 
composers.
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“Want FREE Checking?  Prefer NOW Checking?  
My Apple Bank offers a choice —
Plus a $100 Bonus with Direct Deposit!”

wIth Direct Deposit into Grand Yield NOW
Checking or TOTALLY FREE  ExtraValue Checking

Get
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Grand Yield
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2 Year CD
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One bonus offer per customer.  Employees of Apple Bank and its subsidiaries and their immediate family are not eligible for $100 bonus.  ***CDs require minimum deposit of $1,000 to open and earn interest.  Early withdrawal penalties 
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apple bk - EXAMINER - FREE CHECKING LADY WITH APPLE - 10-25-13.indd   1 11/1/2013   10:20:00 AM

Crossing the Border to Order Some Smoked Porter
It being a holiday weekend and all, 

Sunday was more like a Saturday in the 
Captain Lawrence tasting room. 

“Triple D” was in the house—it’s a 
“birthday weekend” for  Dan Gannon  of 
Stamford, and he’s sharing a few samples 
with pals Dane Nardi  of New Fairfield 
(“New  and  improved,” he says of his 
hometown) and Dana Myjak of Stamford. 

Gannon’s wish for his 29th  birthday—
”my last 20s birthday ever,” he said 
wistfully–was visiting the brewery with his 
pals.

“Once Dan said, let’s go, I was like, done,” 
Myjak said. “No hesitation.”

The guys are “working our way down the 
list,” they say. Nardi digs the Imperial IPA, 
Gannon the Smoked Porter and Myjak the 
Liquid Gold.

Birthday boy Dan is dropping some 
serious hints that his pals should buy him 
a four-pack, or two, of the Frost Monster 
for his birthday. The imperial stout will 
go well, he said, with a bit of a hangover 
tomorrow. While Gannon is nursing his 
aches, Nardi plans to spend the free day 
snowboarding, and Myjak will be hiking.

“Twenty nine—young enough to party,” 
Gannon said. “Old enough to wake up 
hung over.”

Speaking of brewed awakenings, if we can  
HYPERLINK “http://joshuambernstein.
com/” borrow a phrase from beer writer 
Joshua Bernstein,  Steve  and  Cheryl 

Noye  of Eastchester credit Captain 
Lawrence for turning them on to good 
beer—or, in Cheryl’s case, beer period. 
She used to drink none whatsoever, while 
Steve was partial to Budweiser—until a 
pal brought them to Captain Lawrence’s 
original spot in Pleasantville. They quickly 
became regulars.

“It wasn’t just the beer,” Steve said. “We 
became friends with the people there.”

“The atmosphere, the ambience,” Cheryl 
added. “So many nice people, so many 
different beers.”

She’s enjoying the Smoked Porter, while 
Steve makes a complete about-face from 
the so-called King of Beers for a Frost 
Monster. “For him not to drink Bud is 
huge,” said Cheryl.

Steve , sporting 
a Frost Monster 
t-shirt,   smiles and 
nods. “It’s definitely 
opened my eyes,” 
opening them wide 
for emphasis.

Arcade Fire plays from the house 
system.  Mary Kate  of Village Dog cooks 
up an enticing batch of pulled pork. The 
menu’s newest additional, German-style 
pretzel sticks with mustard, has sold out 
posthaste. “I think it might be a big hit,” 
MK said.

Speaking of Village Dogs,  Valerie 
Baker  of Manhattan is in Westchester to 

watch a pair of 100-pound yellow labs, 
Boomer  and  Alexander, at her folks’ 
place in Valhalla. She’s brought along 
fiancé  Brian  Donaghy  of Edinburgh, 

Scotland. “It’s a five-minute drive 
to the brewery,” he said. “It’d be a 
sin not to come.”

That sounds like a cool 
religion.

Donaghy will run the New 
York City Half Marathon later 

this winter before returning to Scotland. 
For the moment, he’s digging the Marvin 
the Marzën small-batch amber lager. 
(Finding the umlaut on my keyboard was 
not easy. I hope you appreciate it.)

“He’s getting his practice in,” Baker said.
Also up from the city are  Mackenzie 

Shivers  and  Derby Thomas  of Queens 
and  Ross Vedder  of the East Village. 
Vedder bears a passing resemblance to a 

certain gravelly-voiced Vedder from the 
Pacific Northwest. “I’ve got the hair,” he 
said. “I’ve got the beard.”

Like Dan–or was it Dana…or Dane?—
Derby is enjoying an extended birthday 
season. His special day was Jan. 4, but no 
one was around to celebrate then. So he 
conscripted his pals to trek to Captain 
Lawrence.

“We love to go to breweries for 
friends’ birthdays,” Shivers said. “Captain 
Lawrence is my favorite—so easy to get to 
and I love the beer.”

She’s digging the Smoked Porter, a 
popular choice for this chilly, gray day. 
Thomas and Vedder are nipping at the 
Freshchester Pale Ale. 

“I get more hoppy as I go on,” Thomas 
said..

Don’t we all.
They’re figuring out how to best enjoy 

Martin Luther King Day. 
“Every year I say I’m going to do 

something, and I squander it,” Vedder 
said. “Maybe I’ll come back here.”

Alas, the Captain is closed Mondays.
To be sure, not everyone has the holiday 

off. The hearty beer-loving Noyes, for 
example—he works in hardware, she at 
Blythedale Children’s Hospital, and both 
expect to be toiling on Monday. They’re 
making most of the free time until then.

“If you want to play,” Steve said sagely, 
“you have to work.”
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With a fresh blanket of snow across 
Westchester, it finally felt like the holidays. 
For many over at Captain Lawrence, 
it meant an opportunity to reflect on 
the merriest of Christmas memories—
specifically, the greatest gift they ever 
received.

Whit Whitaker of Brooklyn may just 
be living his greatest-ever gift right now. 
Technically, it’s a birthday gift, but when 
you’re born within 10 days of Christmas, it 
all blends into one. Gal pal Sydney Tencer 
has taken Whitaker on an overnight tour 
of the Hudson Valley’s finest tap rooms—
starting at Captain Lawrence, then on 
to Peekskill Brewery, with subsequent 
stops in Kingston (Keegan Ales) and 
Cooperstown (Ommegang). [Editor’s 
Note: Hey Whit—she’s a keeper!]

“I love tap rooms,” he said with a blissful 
shrug.

He does indeed. Whitaker, digging the 
Captain’s Kolsch, recently returned from 
a tap room jaunt to the finest breweries 
in Colorado, including New Belgium and 
Great Divide.

“I didn’t hear from him for four days,” 
Tencer said.

“I kind of went dark,” he admitted.
Tener was enjoying the Ginger Man, a 

seasonal amber ale brewed with ginger. 
“Holiday-ish, but not overpowering,” she 
said. “The finish is clean.”

Whitaker’s tap room tour is payback, 

in a sense, for the 
greatest gift Tencer 
ever got: He had 
a pair of high-top 
Converse All-Stars 
adorned with a 
miniature movie 
poster from her 
favorite film—
the French art 
flick “Breathless.” 
She beams when 
she speaks of the 
custom-built kicks. 
“It helps when you 
have friends who are designers,” he said.

It’s a mellow Sunday. The football teams 
are losing again. Radiohead’s moody “Kid 
A” fills the tasting room.

At another table, Sarah Colacurcio 
of Oxford, Conn. imbibes with a pair of 
Larry Pignatellos—senior and junior—
of Danbury. They sampled the fearsome 
Frost Monster and give the ferociously 
malty imperial stout a thumbs-up. 
“Deep” is how Larry Jr. described it—not 
something you feel on the tongue or even 
throat, he said, but further down in the 
chest.

They discovered Captain Lawrence at 
The Bayou in Mount Vernon recently, 
and decided to check out the brewery. 
Colacurcio prefers the Ginger Man. 
Her greatest gift? A puppy! A miniature 

pinscher, sporting a 
bow, under the tree 
when she was in 
fourth grade. 

“I couldn’t even 
pay attention to 
anything else after 
that,” she said.

Dennis Vaccaro, 
Captain Lawrence 
doorman/beer chip 
man, also mentions 
a canine as his 
most memorable 
Christmas gift—a 

cocker spaniel named Bianca he got as 
a kid. For Doug Roberts behind the bar, 
it was an army tank that shot plastic 
bullets—until it broke a week later.

“Either that, or a home brewing kit,” 
said Roberts, creator of the small batch 
beer #69.

Elsewhere in the tasting 
room, Susan and Chris 
DiGregorio of Somers 
are also tackling Justin 
Perrone’s infamous Frost 
Monster. 

“Delicious, but I didn’t realize it’s 12 
percetn alcohol!” says Susan, a self-
proclaimed Guinness girl. “Real nice 
aftertaste…Easy drinking, which is a bit 
dangerous.”

They are frequent visitors to the tasting 

room, and gift cards figure heavily into 
the current visit. [SPOILER ALERT! If 
you are Chris’s brother, skip the rest of 
this paragraph!] Susan and Chris are 
picking up a gift card for Chris’s brother 
for Christmas—and they are making 
good use of a card they were given. 

“He’s a big fan of the brewery,” says 
Chris of his bro. “I figured, he’ll be here 
anyway.”

His greatest gift was a Nintendo when 
he was six. “The ultimate,” he said. “The 
big box, hiding behind the tree.”

For Susan, it was a Teddy Ruxpin teddy 
bear. Teddy, you may recall, moved his 
mouth as a cassette inserted in his back 
told a bedtime story. 

“Hey, that was the technology back 
then,” Susan says with a smile.

While everyone’s looking forward 
to collecting a few choice gifts in a few 

weeks, Susan cops to 
missing those childhood 
Christmases a bit.

 “You’re just not as 
passionate about gifts 
now,” she said. “Something 
like an iPad is a great gift, 

but when you were little, the gifts just 
meant so much more.”

True. But being a grownup has its 
perks, too, such as enjoying a holiday 
Frost Monster with your mate.

Captain Lawrence and the Best Gifts You Ever Got for Christmas
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s Find out what the 
Indigo Girls already 

know about The 
Grifter's new album, 

Dangerous World 
–"Songs that stick 

like glue with a 
voice I can't get 

enough of." 
- Emily Saliers of the 

Indigo Girls 

Call 914-403-7053 for information on purchasing the album or visit bcmtunes.com

Available on I-tunes 
and Amazon.com
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High Bids for Chlorine Booster Frustrates P’ville Officials Pleasantville  Awards 
Rec Center Bid; 
Facility to Open Later 
This Year

Castle Tree Nursery
Wholesale Nursery & Stone Supply

(914) 218- 3400
442 Armonk Road

Mount Kisco, NY 10549
www.castletreenursery.com

Specimen Quality Trees and Shrubs
EVERGREENS • ORNAMENTALS • FLOWERING & SHADE TREES 

TOPSOIL • MULCHES • GRAVEL • SAND • FIELDSTONE 
NYS FLAGSTONE & GLACIER BLUE TREADS

VENEER • STONE • STEPPING STONE 
DRAINAGE & BAG PRODUCTS

NOW OPEN

R .
MKMG’s Pediatric Department is here...
for you and your family.
Contact us today. BRIARCLIFF MANOR:

914-941-2129
CARMEL:
845-278-6626
FISHKILL:
845-896-8370

KATONAH:
914-232-3135
MOUNT KISCO:
914-242-1580
PATTERSON:
845-279-2323

POUGHKEEPSIE:
845-471-3111

SOMERS:
914-277-4448

YORKTOWN:
914-962-8989www.mkmg.com

PK-0000132725

By Sam Barron
Pleasantville’s attempts to install a 

chlorine booster station at a reasonable 
price are not going as well as planned. 

Officials revealed last week that the low 
bid for the mandated project came in at 
$327,000, higher than the $250,000 the 
village anticipated. The chlorine booster 
was bonded for $305,000 last year, though 
$87,000 has already been spent on the 
project. 

“We’re struggling with that,” Mayor 
Peter Scherer said. “The chlorine project 
has been frustrating. We don’t have the 
option to say no. We’re going to go back 
and figure it out.”

The village has been manually adding 
chlorine to water at its filtration plant 
that it shares with New Castle, although 
county Department of Health regulations 
no longer allow that to be done. The rising 
cost of steel was blamed for the high bids.

“We have to buy quite a bit of 
equipment,” Scherer said. 

Trustees said they are continuing to 
examine the issue and are looking to 
see if there are ways they can reduce the 
project’s cost. Another idea may be to 
borrow more money, though trustees did 
not seem enthused by that idea.

“We’re going to talk to the lowest bidder 
and see if he will come in lower,” Trustee 
Mindy Berard said. “It’s killing us. We’re 
very upset about it.”

Trustee Brian Skarstad said the village 
should spend the money to build the 

booster rather than face fines from the 
Department of Health. 

“It’s a tough one,” Skarstad said. 
“It’s incredibly frustrating. This is not 
something we take lightly. We have to 
provide clean water, which is what we do.”

Skarstad said that the village board 
continues to study every expense, but that 
the role can become trying, especially 
when this type of project means there is 
little money to spend elsewhere.

“When I first became a trustee, we 
were very careful, but it was a little more 
fun,” said Skarstad, who originally joined 
the board in the mid 1990s. “We could 
put in some playgrounds and make 
improvements in people’s lives. We had 
money to do things with and now we’re 
trying to hold it all together. We have to 
be careful at every turn.”

said. “It’s not everything we wish we could 
have. Nobody can have what they want. 
This is perfectly located. It gives us a nice 
way for people to take advantage of our 
programs. There’s all kinds of positive 
things there.”

Trustee Brian Skarstad said the May 7 
vote was long overdue.

“It’s not the ideal building, but it’s the 
building we have,” Skarstad said. “An 
effective recreation center will be a big 
boon for the village.”

He said Pleasantville is a recreation 
village since there are so many youngsters 
involved in a wide assortment of activities.

“Not having a recreation center is a loss 
of revenue for the village,” Skarstad said. 
“When we don’t have those programs, 
we suffer financially. It’s good all the way 
around.”

Trustee Mindy Berard said that a 
recreation center serves everybody--
children and adults. 

“We haven’t been able to have the 
programs and offerings that we had in the 
past,” Berard said. “This is a first step in a 
global look at the recreation department. 
It’s a great plan. This is a great opportunity 
for us. I am looking forward to getting 
that going as fast as possible.”

continued from page 1

Full Stock
of Italian 

Specialities

Boars 
Head 

Premium 
Meats

810 Commerce Street • Thornwood NY 10594
(Next to Post Office)
914.747.6050

Catering Specialist of
Authentic Italian Family Recipes

Celebrate Communions, Graduations and
Any Special Occasion With Us

Place your Catering Orders Early at

10% OFF
(On orders of $175 or more) Exp. 6/1/12

A Giant Tag Sale to benefit  Hudson 
Chorale (formerly  the Westchester 
Concert Singers and the Choral Arts 
Society) will be held on Friday and 
Saturday, May 18 and 19 from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. at 107 Bedford Road in 
Pleasantville (the corner of Manville 
Road and Route 117.  

Furniture, collectibles, appliances, 
children’s books, jewelry, toys, sports 

equipment, CD’s, DVDs, good used 
clothing and accessories, decorative 
art and more will be available. Rain or 
shine. To donate tax deductible items, 
call 914-769-9309.  

All proceeds will benefit Hudson 
Chorale, the area’s largest not-
for-profit community chorus For 
more information, visit www.
HudsonChorale.org.

Hudson Chorale Tag Sale This Week

Bedford Hills. Investment opportunity! 
Solid 2-fam, w/4BR’s total: 2BRs in each 
unit & 2-car gar. Private prop within mins 
to train & loads of parking.        $427,888

Mt. Kisco. West Glen Tri-plex. Fabulous 
2BR w/expansion poss & updtd stainless 
kit. Hrdwd flrs; deck;  quick stroll to town 
& train. Also available for rent.     $350,000

raveis.com
95  Katonah Avenue  -  9 14 - 401 - 9111

Notes From the
 Tasting Room

By Michael Malone 

By Michael Malone
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the incomparable Robert Frost, Walt 
Whitman and Elizabeth Bishop. The 
audience is invited to join the performers 
for an informal reception following 
the concert. Pleasantville Presbyterian 
Church, 400 Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 3 
p.m. $25. Students: $10. Also Jan. 26. Info 
and tickets: 914-462-3212 or visit www.
hudsonchorale.org.  

"The Odyssey." The National Players, 
celebrating its 65th anniversary, return to 
perform Homer’s epic drama. Westchester 
Community College's Academic Arts 
Theatre, 75 Grasslands Rd., Valhalla. 8 
p.m. $22. Seniors, students and faculty 
and staff: $20. Children (under 13): $16. 
Info and tickets: 914-606-6262 or visit   
sunywcc.edu/SmartArts.

Sunday, Jan. 26
Church Service. St. John's Episcopal 

Church, 8 Sunnyside Ave., Pleasantville. 
Rite I Holy Eucharist at 8 a.m. Rite III, 
a service geared toward families with 
young children at 9:15 a.m. Rite II Choral 
Service Holy Eucharist at 10:45 a.m. Every 
Sunday. Info: 914-769-0053.

County Center Farmers Market. Farm 
fresh local produce, cheeses and other 
dairy products, meats, baked goods and 
wine directly from farmers and producers. 
Also featuring live entertainment by 
Hudson Valley musicians. Westchester 
County Center, 198 Central Park Ave., 
White Plains. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Admission: 
Free. County Center parking: $5. Last 
Sunday of each month through March. 
Info: Visit www.countycenter.biz.

Teaching Trails: A Community 
Path for Environmental Education. 
Join guided trail experience through 
the woodland forest. Discover who left 
that track, which tree makes the best 
animal home or which plant makes 
its own heat to help melt through the 
late winter ice.  Program runs about 30 
minutes. Greenburgh Nature Center, 
99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 11:30 a.m. 
Free. Meets every Sunday. Info:   www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Tracks and Scats. Animal tracks and 
droppings offer a fascinating glimpse into 
an animal’s ecology and behavior. Hike 
to discover what’s been happening in the 
woods and return to the nature center 
to match scat and tracks. All welcome. 
Teatown Lake Reservation, 1600 Spring 
Valley Rd., Ossining. 1 to 2 p.m. Members: 
Free. Non-members: $5. Pre-registration 
required. Info and pre-registration: 
914‐762‐2912 ext. 110.

Winter Walk. Put on your gloves 
and explore with a naturalist during an 
easy walk to study winter life and to see 
what animals need to survive the cold. 
Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 Dromore 

Rd, Scarsdale. 2 p.m. Members: $5. Non-
members: $8. Info:  914-723-3470 or visit   
www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Musical Tribute to Charles Dickens. 
Join Ira and Julia Levin as they present 
“Raise Your Glass to Charles Dickens,” 
a musical tribute to the author who 
dedicated his talents to lifting the spirit. 
This program will include sing-a-longs 
and storytelling based on Dickens’ novels 
and features the tune that introduces 
seven of his novels in under seven 
minutes. Mount Pleasant Public Library, 
350 Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 2 p.m. 
Free. Info: 914-769-0548 ext. 215.

Book Club. The 21+ Book Group will 
discuss "A Raisin in the Sun" by Lorraine 
Hansberry. The book is available at the 
circulation desk. New members welcome. 
Mount Pleasant Public Library, 350 
Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 2:30 to 3:45 
p.m.  Free. Info: 914-769-0548.

Quiet City Chamber Ensemble. 
A concert of newly discovered music 
by Aaron Copland and rarely heard 
compositions by American composers. 
Chappaqua Public Library, 195 S. Greeley 
Ave., Chappaqua. 3 p.m. Free. Info: 914-
238-4779 or www.chappaqualibrary.org.

Charlie Lagond and Friends: 
Conversations in Melody and Rhythm. 
North Castle Public Library Media Room, 
19 Whippoorwill Rd. East, Armonk. 3 
p.m. Free. Info:  914.273.3887 or  www.
northcastlelibrary.org.

Monday, Jan. 27
"Skeletons." This exhibit by Charles 

McGill merges his passion for golf 
with a conceptual understanding of 
found objects. Westchester Community 
College's Academic Arts Building, Fine 

Arts Gallery, 75 Grasslands Rd., Valhalla. 
Gallery open Monday through Saturday 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. and on Thursdays 4 to 6 
p.m. Free. Exhibit runs through March 8. 
Info: 914-606-7867 or visit www.sunywcc.
edu/gallery.

"Love Your Hair, Show You Care." The 
JCC of Northern Westchester and Salon 
O are hosting a "blow-dry" fundraising 
event to benefit the JCC's Camp Sunrise, 
a free summer day camp for children 
with cancer in Pearl River. Get your hair 
blown out by top stylists. Hors d’oeuvres 
and beverages servied. Salon O, 239 Mill 
St., Greenwich, Conn. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
$100 (Cash or checks only.) Appointment 
required. Info and appointment: 203-531-
3000 or visit www.salono.net.

Woman's Club of Pleasantville. The 
club will be discussing its Civic Aid 
Program and playing Bingo. Guests 
welcome. Our Lady of Pompeii Church, 
corner of Saratoga and Garrigan avenues, 
Pleasantville.1 p.m. Free. Info: 914-769-
5189.

Veterans Roundtable. Informal 
discussion and camaraderie among 
members and public service projects. 
Clinton Street Center, 1A Clinton St., 
Pleasantville. 1 to 2 p.m. Free. Meets every 
Monday. Info: 914-769-2021.

Ulysses Discussion Group. Explore 
James Joyce work to experience the 
humanity, morality, philosophy, puzzles, 
puns, comedy and his sheer exuberance. 
Led by Joan Schulman. Chappaqua Public 
Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 
2 p.m. Free. Info: 914-238-4779 or www.
chappaqualibrary.org.

Stories and More. Stories and snacks. 
For children in grades K-3. Chappaqua 
Public Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua.4:30 p.m. Free. Also Feb. 3, 
10 and 24. Info: 914-238-4779 or  www.
chappaqualibrary.org.

Marijuana Anonymous Meeting. St. 
John's Episcopal Church, 8 Sunnyside 
Ave., Pleasantville. 7:30 p.m. Meets every 
Monday. Info: Contact Erica Itzkowitz at   
EricaItzkowitz@gmail.com.

Friendly Squares Dance Club's 
Dancing Fun Night. Square Dancing 
is fun, a great way to exercise your body 
and mind and an opportunity to meet 
new people and make new friends. Open 
to singles, couples and families.  Casual 
attire; no experience necessary.   Katonah 
Methodist Church Parish Hall, 44 
Edgemont Rd., Katonah. 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. 
Free. Also Feb. 3. Info: Contact Barbara at 
914-248-8554.

Tuesday, Jan. 28
Baby Time. A fun interactive lap-sit 

story time and includes songs, rhymes 
and a few very short stories. This 
experience gives babies an opportunity 
to socialize and parents a time to share.  
Recommended for newborns through 12 
months. Mount Pleasant Public Library, 
125 Lozza Drive, Valhalla.10 to 10:20 
a.m. Free. Info: 914-741-0276 or   www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Westchester Community College 
Film Series: "Papers." There are about 
two million undocumented children 
born outside the U.S. and raised in this 
country. This is the story of the challenges 
they face. The first of four monthly films 
that will be screened as part of this new 
series. Westchester Community College's 
Gateway Center, 75 Grasslands Rd., 
Valhalla. 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. Free. Info: 
914-606-5616.

Stress Less and Snack Smart.  Don’t 
let studying get you dow.! Northern 
Westchester Hospital will help you stress 
less. Stop by their table for a stress-busting 
study break and brain-boosting nutritious 
snack. Learn ways to keep your stress levels 
in check and how smart snacking can help 
improve your studying. For students in 
grades 9-12. Chappaqua Public Library, 
195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 5 to 6 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-238-4779 or www.
chappaqualibrary.org.

"The Music Man, Jr." This Random 
Farms' production for children is adapted 
from the award-winning Broadway 
musical. Tarrytown Music Hall, 13 Main 
St., Tarrytown. 7 p.m. $18. Seniors and 
children (under 12): $16. Groups of 20+: 
$14. Camps: $10. Premium seating (first 
four rows of center orchestra): $23. Also 
Jan. 29, 30 and 31 and Feb. 1 at 7 p.m. 
Jan. 31 at 10 a.m. and Feb. 1 and 2 at 2 
p.m. Info: Visit www.randomfarms.com. 
Tickets: 877-840-0457 or visit www.
tarrytownmusichall.org.

Wednesday, Jan. 29
Living Well Program. Westchester 

residents 55 and up are invited to 
learn about the Living Well Livable 
Communities program to better manage 
their chronic health conditions, enhance 
their quality of life and possibly lower 
their health costs. Chronic conditions 
include arthritis, high-blood pressure, 
pain, depression and diabetes. Mount 
Pleasant Community Center, 125 Lozza 
Way, Valhalla. 12:30 p.m. Free. Info: 
Contact: Kellie Rizzi at 914-742-2363.

Sarah’s Studio. Learn art history 
and make your own. For children in 
grades 3-5. Chappaqua Public Library, 
195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 4 p.m. 
Free. Registration required. Info and 
registration: 914-238-4779.

Saxophonist Charlie lagond will be in concert 
on Sunday at the North Castle public library in 
armonk.



27January  21 - January 27, 2014www.TheExaminerNews.com

Convenience. What a concept. In 2014, 
we’ve evolved as a society that places 
significant weight on being able to reduce 
our precious time to focus on the most 
important matters and that seeks other 
means to satisfy seemingly less important 
matters.

And there are always enterprising 
companies seeking to market to this need. 
In fact, whole segments of our markets have 

been created to 
cater to enhancing 
our convenience, 
to assist us in 
focusing on 
matters we deem 
important. The 
word has entered 
the vernacular to 

connote instant gratification: convenience 
foods, convenience stores and household 
conveniences. 

Henry Ford offered a convenient 
alternative to the horse and buggy: the 
Model T. AT&T and others offered a 
convenient alternative to land lines: 
cell phones. Amazon offered a more 
convenient way to shop: with your fingers, 
not your shoe leather. 

And then there is perhaps the greatest 
convenience entrepreneur of all times, 
Steve Jobs. Who but he envisioned that 
we needed one convenient device to 

replace the multiple and oftentimes bulky 
instruments we grew up with. In one fell 
swoop he changed our lives forever, making 
convenience a primary, not a secondary, 
aspect of our lives: a telephone, search 
engine, camera, photo and video storage 
album, mail box, music library/player, 
game console and a myriad 
of other applications, all in a 
newly designed, convenient, 
hand-held device that fits in 
one’s pocket. 

Over my six-plus years 
of penning this column, 
I’ve reported on a number 
of conveniences evolving 
around wine, all attempting to be 
innovative and capitalizing on new 
technology. Since many evolve around 
alternative wine packaging, it was with a 
piqued curiosity that I read on the Internet 
another offering in this better mousetrap 
category. I’ve previously reported on the 
pluses and minuses of screw tops, wine-

in-a-box, wine-in-a-can, Tetrapacks and 
mini-bottles. 

A new product is on the market. Stack 
Wine purports to make wine drinking 
convenient and fun.  

How many times have you had issues 

with the inconvenience of a bottle of 
wine? I offer a few examples: backyard 
parties, picnics, tailgating, beaches and 
camping. Wouldn’t you be grateful if some 
entrepreneur came up with a convenient 
way to eliminate the glass bottle, the need 
for a cumbersome corkscrew and the 

issues in transporting and 
cleaning wine glasses? Not 
to mention the possible 
risks involved with open-
container laws.

Along come 
prepackaged individual 
portions of red and white 
wines. The concept is 

brilliant marketing. Stack Wine is basically 
four plastic stemless glasses, shrink-
wrapped for your convenience. Simply 
“Zip, Snap and Sip” as the logo suggests. 
Pull the plastic Zip-per on the side of the 
stack and the four glasses are released; 
Snap them apart, pull the lid on each glass 
and Sip to your heart’s content. The four 
glasses contain the equivalent volume of a 
standard bottle of wine, so portion control 
further enhances the convenience of Stack 
Wine. The added convenience is that 
although an unfinished bottle will quickly 
spoil, each unopened Stack Wine glass 
remains fresh for the next occasion.

Handy, convenient and disposable–they 
are adult juice boxes. 

Clearly these wines are geared toward 
casual drinking. But is this latest product 
more about the packaging than the wine?

At about $13 a stack, I guess you can’t 
expect much. But should I? In the end it’s 
all about the quality of the wine. But what 
level of quality? The producer (packager) 
states the wines were selected specifically 
for the above occasions where/when the 
wines are expected to be consumed.  

They may have a point. The French 
have a phrase for these styles of wines--
vin de soif--thirst-quenching wines that 
go down easy and are not intended to be 
serious. Simply pleasurable. The makers 
of Stackable Wines may have hit on a 
successful marketing pitch. I invite you to 
experiment and communicate to me your 
opinions.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident.  For over 15 years 
he has conducted wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at  
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

By Nick Antonaccio

‘another better mouse trap?’

drink happy.
741 Bedford Road, Bedford Hills, NY 10507 | 914.666.7272 

vineandcompany.com

ALTHOUGH WE'RE EXPERTS; 
DON'T JUST TAKE OUR WORD FOR IT. 

try. then buy.

WE HAVE 8 SELECTIONS AVAILABLE TO TASTE EACH AND EVERY DAY
STOP IN AND BECOME AN EXPERT YOURSELF!

It’s all about you.

Likes. Tweets. Shares. Every video on pctv76.org has 

many ways to keep the conversation going.  If you like a 

band on “296,” share it with your friends. If something on 

“Catching Up” sparks your interest, tweet it to your 

followers. We believe that, by giving the public access to 

each other’s thoughts and opinions, we can help build a 

better community. Now isn’t that something?

 
   

IF YOU SAW SOMETHING,
WOULD YOU SAY
SOMETHING?

The Newest Wine Packaging Addresses Convenience
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By Andy Jacobs
Just one week into a brand new year, 

the Briarcliff girls’ basketball team would 
probably like to start January all over again. 

The giant ball in Times Square had 
barely finished dropping when the Bears 
were blindsided by the unfortunate news 
that their primary scoring threat had just 
suffered an ACL injury playing soccer. 
Then on Saturday night, the Bears felt 
the indignity of watching another team 
step onto their home floor and waltz to 
the championship of their own holiday 
tournament. 

With four players scoring in double 
figures, Hackley cruised to a 60-41 victory 
in the title game of the Briarcliff Booster 
Club Basketball Tournament, which was 
postponed three weeks when snow arrived 
after the opening round. The Hornets 
limited the Bears to just three points in a 
decisive third quarter that turned a close 
contest into a rout. 

“For whatever reason, we struggled 
putting the ball in the basket in the second 
half and Hackley played extremely well,” 
said Bears coach Don Hamlin afterwards. 
“We got beat by a very good team, but I 
thought our effort was pretty good.”

Two days after learning that junior guard 
Cassify Carrafiello, the team’s leading 
scorer and most dangerous perimeter 
shooter, had injured her knee on a soccer 
field in Florida, the Bears managed to stay 
even with Hackley for the entire first half. 
The two teams were tied at 10-all after the 
first quarter and Briarcliff ended the half 
on an 8-2 run to close within 31-30 at 
halftime. 

But the Hornets scored three quick 

layups en route to 13 unanswered points to 
begin the third quarter and kept the Bears 
off the scoreboard until Grace Orr finally 
provided a point from the free-throw 
line with 2:53 left in the period. Hackley 
wound up outscoring the Bears 15-3 in 
the quarter, then began the fourth period 
with a 3-pointer from Ally Mueller and a 
baseline jumper from Maryrita Curcio to 
open up an 18-point advantage.

“They’re really good,” said Hamlin about 
the Hornets. “It’s tough for us to match 
up with anybody with size. We just have 
to keep fighting and try to get a little bit 
tougher. A couple times, we did a good 
job of boxing out, but then didn’t go get 
the ball. We’ve kind of gotta put that all 
together.”

The Bears were able to get within 14 
points midway through the fourth quarter 
by scoring four straight points. Orr made 
one free throw and Kelly Monaghan 
another before Sabrina Panarese connected 
on an 18-footer from the right corner. But 
the Hornets’ Samantha Mueller, the game’s 
high scorer with 16 points, ended the brief 
Bear burst by driving for a layup. The 
game ended with two straight baskets by 
Stephanie Frolo, a junior forward who was 
named tourney MVP. 

Briarcliff was led by Jackie Contento’s 
12 points. One of four freshmen on the 
Bears’ roster, she scored the team’s first six 
points of the second quarter. Carly Fanelli, 
another of the freshmen, finished with 
10 points, all of them coming in the first 
half. Monaghan, Panarese and sophomore 
center Ashleigh Hudzik all wound up with 
five points. 

“I felt like, offensively, we got in a big 
rush and our youth and inexperience 
kind of showed there a little bit,” said 
Hamlin about the Bears’ third-quarter 
woes. “We just didn’t finish when we had 

opportunities to and we missed foul shots, 
we missed layups, and that’ll haunt you in 
a game like this.”

The Bears, with home games against 
Pleasantville and Byram Hills this week 
and then a road game at Westlake on 
Friday, will be looking to get back on the 
winning track after dropping three straight 
games. But Hamlin knows it won’t get any 
easier with one of his few players with 
experience sidelined the rest of the way.

“We have to find a way to overcome 
that,” he said. “I told ‘em I was proud 
of their effort and we need to find a way 

to collectively kind of gather ourselves 
offensively and play with a little more 
confidence and I think we’ll be OK.”

Briarcliff Falls to Hackley in Booster Club Tourney Final

AN
DY

 JA
CO

BS
 P

HO
TO

S

ExaminerSports

Kelsey Simpson of  Briarcliff  attempts to get 
past Hackley’s Kristen Bringsjord near the left 
baseline. Briarcliff ’s Ashleigh Hudzik sends up a shot 

on the run in Saturday’s tourney final vs. the 
Hornets of  Hackley.

Bears junior guard Grace Orr moves across 
the lane in Saturday’s championship game 
of  the 14th annual Briarcliff  Booster Club 
Basketball Tournament.

Briarcliff ’s Carly Fanelli drives to the basket 
in Saturday’s Booster Club tourney final vs. 
visiting Hackley.

Sabrina Panarese of  Briarcliff  tries to find 
room to shoot the ball during Saturday’s game 
against Hackley.

The Bears’ Kelly Monaghan takes the ball to 
the basket in the second half  of  the title game 
of  the Briarcliff  Booster Club Tournament. 

Briarcliff  coach Don Hamlin speaks to his 
players during a timeout in the second half  of  
Saturday’s game vs. visiting Hackley.

Nicky Bonura and the Foxes
Avoid an Upset Bid by Greeley
in a Surprising Friday Thriller

TriCky
NiCky
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By Jon Craig 
The Briarcliff girls’ basketball team 

dominated Fox Lane in the third quarter 
Friday afternoon and went on to a 41-34 
victory at home.

The Bears’ Kelsey Simpson sank a free 
throw at the end of the first half to give 
her team  a 19-18 lead. Briarcliff then 
outscored the Foxes 16-8 in the third 
quarter to pull away.

Jackie Contento led Briarcliff with 14 
points, including a 3-pointer that put the 
Bears in the lead, 10-8, one minute into 
the second quarter. She hit another key 
3-point basket with about three minutes 
left in the first half to give Briarcliff a 15-
14 lead.

Fox Lane’s Tara Lombardi hit a 3-point 
shot midway into the third quarter and 
another basket with two minutes left,  
but it wasn’t enough to offset the damage 
caused by Contento. 

In the final quarter, the Foxes pulled 
within three points, led but Sorvina Carr, 
with just over three minutes left to play. 
But after a timeout and a technical foul 
called against Fox Lane coach Kris Matts, 
Briarcliff sealed the win, improving  its 

record to 6-5 and avenging a road loss to 
the Foxes earlier in the season. 

Matts called it a disappointing week 
since his team lost three games, dropping 
its season record to 5-7. “It was a very bad 
week,” he said. “If they can bounce back 
from this, it shows resolve.” 

In addition to Carr, Matts cited a strong 
performance by Haley Gallagher.

Grace Orr scored eight points for the 
Bears. Simpson finished the game with 
seven points and Carly Fanelli chipped in 
another six.

By Skip Pearlman
The top team in Conference I mixed 

it up with one of the youngest teams 
in Conference III Saturday night at the 
Brewster Ice Arena, and the result was 
no surprise, as a surging John Jay squad 
blitzed Fox Lane 10-0 in a non-league 
game.

The Indians, who upped their overall 
mark to 11-2, took control early, dropping 
six goals in the cage in the first period to 
pull away. Fox Lane fell to 1-10 overall. 

“We’ve been playing pretty well the 
past couple of weeks,” John Jay coach 
Alex Smith said. “We wanted to keep that 
going. We wanted a fast start, and we got 
it.”

Jack Wertz got the Indians rolling with 

a score just under three minutes in, and 
less than two minutes later it was Lucas 
Prestamo taking a pass from Sean Smith 
and finishing to make it 2-0. 

Freshman Charlie Hastings scored off 
a feed from Smith with 6:12 left in the 
first, and Ryan Cavanaugh’s goal, from 
Anthony Manno, with 2:33, gave John 
Jay a 4-0 lead. Prestamo scored off a pass 
from John Tobin with 1:37 left, and Cody 
Harris closed out the first period scoring 
with 1:10 remaining, converting a pass 

from Tobin and Wertz.
“Cavanaugh, a freshman, played very 

well for us,” Smith said. “And Hastings, 
also a freshman, also had two goals for 
us and played very well. We got some of 
our young guys some playing time tonight 
and they all played very well.”

Smith finished with two goals and two 
assists for John Jay, Prestamo had two 
goals, Tobin dished out three assists, and 
Cavanaugh and Hastings each finished 
with two goals. 

Jason Styles recorded eight saves in net 
for John Jay. Fox Lane’s Abby Ives stopped 
22 shots on goal, and Archer Sgaglio had 
nine stops.

Fox Lane, which got a goal from Matt 
Stewart in Friday night’s 5-1 home loss 
to Mt. Pleasant and then earned its first 
win of the season with a 5-2 win Monday 

vs. Nyack/Tappan Zee, returns to the 
Brewster Ice Arena for afternoon games 
this Wednesday and Friday against 
Lakeland/Panas and Kennedy Catholic, 
respectively. 

Briarcliff Pulls Away After Halftime Against the Foxes

Young Fox Lane Team is Crushed by the Indians

Fox lane’s emily o’Mahoney takes the ball to the 
basket in Friday’s game at Briarcliff.

Caroline Christie of  Fox lane grabs a rebound in 
traffic vs. host Briarcliff  on Friday afternoon.

Fox lane’s Brianna Dawson knocks the ball away 
from Briarcliff’s Rachel Julie in the first half  of  
Friday’s game, won by the host Bears.

angus Ferguson of  Fox lane (l) tries to keep 
Ryan Cavanaugh of  John Jay from the puck 
Saturday night at Brewster.

 Kelly Monaghan of  Briarcliff  drives to the basket 
in the first half  of  Friday’s home win by the Bears.
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Fox lane keeper abby Ives and angus Ferguson (26) try to keep JJ’s ellis Maloof  out of  the goal.

Fox lane senior Mathew Stewart (R) looks to get 
to puck ahead of  JJ’s lucas prestamo in JJ win 
Saturday night. 
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By Andy Jacobs
With just a couple more weeks left in 

the regular season, the Fox Lane boys’ 
basketball team continues to build 
momentum as it gears up for an expected 
playoff run to the Westchester County 
Center. 

But local rival Horace Greeley, seemingly 
headed in the opposite direction, nearly 
brought all that Fox momentum to a halt 
on Friday evening. The Quakers made the 
short drive to Bedford and gave the Foxes 
much more than they bargained for.

It took a pair of free throws by James 
Morales with 8.9 seconds remaining to 
finally subdue the upset-minded Quakers, 
who walked out of the gym with a 44-42 
loss but a lot more respect than when they 

arrived.  
“It’s Greeley-Fox Lane, records don’t 

matter,” said Fox coach Chris Violante in 
the aftermath of his team’s 11th win in 
12 games this season. “It’s a rivalry game. 
They were hungry. We’ve got a target on 
our back and we came out a little flat.”

The Quakers, now 2-10 after a one-point 
loss to Peekskill less than 24 hours later, 
had been routed by Fox Lane earlier in the 
season, a game they trailed by 30 points 
after three quarters. But this time, Greeley 
was far more competitive and even took an 
18-17 lead at halftime. The Quakers still 
had the lead by a point early in the third 
quarter after a bucket by Jason Neff, who, 
along with Cameron Ciero, finished with a 
team-high nine points. 

“Chris and I have always had close games, 
no matter what the record is,” said Quakers 
coach Dave Fernandes. “When they played 

us at our school, I really was impressed. 
They did a lot of really good things. But we 
switched on defense and they beat us with 
that slip screen and number 25 (Andrew 
Redhead) had a nice game. Today, we just 

played straight man to 
man, no switching, tried to 
stay tough, not giving up 
any easy shots.”

The Foxes, though, went 
on a 10-0 run midway 
through the third quarter 
and began the fourth 
period with a 31-26 
advantage. A lefty layup by 
Ciero, who had 32 points 
in the home loss to the Red 
Devils the next afternoon, 
narrowed the Greeley 
deficit to two points before 
Fox Lane went on an 
8-0 spurt to grab its first 
double-digit lead of the 
evening. 

Six of the points came from Matt 
Redhead, who had already provided 
the huge Fox Lane student section with 
something to cheer about as he finished a 
Fox fast break with a two-handed dunk a 
minute before halftime.  But with a minute 
remaining in the second half, the home 
crowd  had  a lot less to cheer for as the 
Foxes squandered the chance to put the 
game away at the foul line. 

With 40 seconds left, Morales made 
one of two free throws, giving Fox Lane 
a 42-36 lead. But both Tommy Palmerton 
and Nicky Bonura soon missed the front 
ends of one-and-one opportunities at the 
line that could have put the Quakers away 
for good. Meanwhile, Neff made two foul 
shots at the other end with 23. 5 seconds 
to go and Brandon Okun scored on a 
put-back while getting fouled with 10.3 
seconds left. 

Suddenly, the Quakers were within two 
points and Okun had a chance to get them 
even closer at the line. But his free-throw 
attempt bounced off the rim and Morales 
soared for the rebound. He was fouled 
and calmly hit two foul shots that sealed 
Greeley’s fate with just under nine seconds 
left.

“I thought we played 32 minutes of good 
defense,” said the Foxes’ Violante. “We 
missed some free throws down the stretch 
to close it and they (the Quakers) didn’t 
quit. So, listen, we’ll take it. An ugly win is 
still better than a good loss. We missed four 
or five layups in the first quarter, which is 
very frustrating. But we battled and the 
kids hung tight, and we found a way to gut 
it out. So I’ll take the last-second win.”

Bonura finished with a game-high 13 
points for Fox Lane, including eight in the 
third quarter when the Foxes outscored 
Greeley 14-8 to finally seize control. 
Morales, who had turned in a virtuoso 
performance in last Monday’s huge road 
win vs. Byram Hills, wound up with 10 
points. His floater from the right side of 
the lane with five minutes left in the half 
set off pandemonium in the until-then 
eerily silent Fox Lane student section.

For a moment, judging from the sudden 
spike in the decibel level inside the gym, 

it seemed Morales must have just broken 
the all-time  school scoring record, but 
actually the Fox Lane students had been 
awaiting their team’s 10th point of the 
game. Many of them had arrived looking 
like contestants on the ‘Let’s Make a Deal’ 
game show, but Violante, for one, is always 
happy to see them no matter the attire.

“Oh yeah, we love it,” he said. “We love 
the crowd. It’s exciting, the best fans in 
Section 1. We wanna put a good product 
out every time and we will. We just had a 
war today, but we pulled it out so that’s the 
most important thing.”

Despite falling short in their upset bid, 
the Quakers at least impressed their coach 
with their resiliency.

“I thought we did a really good job,” said 
Fernandes. “But the thing I’m proud of 
is we went down by eight or nine and we 
fought right back and made it a close game. 
We’ve only got two wins and sometimes 
you think your team isn’t gonna come out 
and play, but not this group.”

Fox Lane Hangs On to Defeat Upset-Minded Quakers 

 Fox lane forward Matt Redhead dunks the ball in 
the second quarter of  the Foxes’ win over horace 
Greeley.

horace Greeley coach Dave Fernandes directs his 
team vs. host Fox lane this past weekend.

 Greeley’s Connor Schinderman boxes out andrew Redhead of  Fox 
lane in the second half  of  Friday’s game.

Fox lane’s James Morales sinks his game-
clinching free throws in the final seconds vs. 
visiting Greeley.

 Fox lane guard owen azrak looks over the 
Greeley defense on Friday evening as the Foxes’ 
large student section looks on.

Nicky Bonura of  Fox lane tries to score in the 
paint as Greeley’s Connor Schinderman protects 
the basket during Friday night’s game.
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By Andy Jacobs
With two wins in its last three games, the 

young and inexperienced Pace University 
women’s basketball team seemed to finally 
be taking some small steps in the right 
direction.

Then came Saturday afternoon’s home 
game against Saint Anselm. 

An early seven-point lead disappeared 
as the visiting Hawks went on a game-
changing 16-0 run that started late in the 
first half and lasted six minutes into the 
second. Saint Anselm emerged with a 61-
52 victory at the Goldstein Fitness Center 
that left Setters coach Carrie Seymour 
feeling like she was back to square one.

“We had made some progress since 
the winter break,” she said following the 
Setters’ ninth loss in 11 Northeast-10 
Conference games this season. “Our last 
four games, we were executing a lot better. 
This was the worst game we’ve had since 
Christmas. We kind of slid backwards. I’m 
not sure why, but we went back.”

The Setters, now 3-13 overall, held a 
three-point edge at halftime, but only 
managed to hit six of 29 shots from the 
field in the second half. Saint Anselm came 
out of the locker room after intermission 
and proceeded to score the first 13 points 
of the half, building a double-digit lead 
and forcing the Setters to play catch-up 

the rest of the way. 
“We weren’t executing well the first 

half,” said Seymour. “We were up, but we 
weren’t executing well. Our offense was 
stagnant. For some reason, we weren’t 
buying into what had made us successful 
in the last couple of games. We got away 
from it and we played a lot of one on one.”

Despite shooting just 36 percent from 
the floor in the opening half, the Setters 
did connect on five of their nine 3-point 
shots and went eight for 10 from the foul 
line. When Yuni Sher made two foul shots 
with 11:53 left in the half and then hit on a 

15-foot jumper from the right baseline 25 
seconds later, Pace took its biggest lead of 
the day at 19-12. 

Pace still led by six points after junior 
guard Jeane Drury, who finished with 
a career-high 11 points in 18 minutes, 
connected on a 3-pointer with just under 
two minutes remaining in the half. But 
the Hawks, now 6-6 in the conference, 
closed the half with three straight points 
by Candace Andrews and then added 13 
more in succession when play resumed 
following the break. 

The Setters missed their first five shots 
of the second half and turned the ball 
over four times, enabling Saint Anselm 
to go on its big run that all but decided 
the outcome.  Tori Lehr, the game’s high 
scorer with 16 points, had two straight 
baskets to start the second half and her 
two free throws with 14:20 remaining 
concluded the Hawks’ 16-0 blitz. 

“Their size was a big difference,” said 
Seymour about the advantage the Hawks 
had in the paint with Lehr and Allie Jones. 

“Even though the big kids weren’t always 
the ones going to the foul line, we were 
out of position because we had to help. 
They’re big. They’re 6-1 and they’re 6-3. 

They’re two seniors and we knew it was 
gonna be difficult.”

Still, the Setters did manage to chip away 
in the latter stages of the second half. After 
a pair of free throws by Lehr with 6:53 left 
gave Saint Anselm a 52-42 cushion, Pace 
answered with back-to-back 3-pointers 30 
seconds apart from Shanice Maynard and 
Margo Hackett, who both wound up with 
a team-high 14 points. 

Suddenly just four points behind with 
5:22 still on the clock, the Setters’ fortunes 
seemed to be turning. But Saint Anselm 
outscored them 6-0 over the next four 

minutes to restore its double-digit lead. 
Two free throws by Drury with 57.4 
seconds to go narrowed the Pace deficit 
to 59-52 before Andrews all but clinched 
the contest with two foul shots at the other 
end four seconds later. 

The game ended with consecutive 
misses in the lane by Sher and Drury, but 
by then it hardly mattered. Sher finished 
with a game-high 11 rebounds, her fourth 
consecutive game in double figures on the 
glass. But she was just one for 12 from the 
field and left her coach exasperated by 

what she witnessed at the offensive end.
“Yuni went completely away from the 

game plan,” said Seymour. “She’s been 
effective the last few games. Today she 
went completely away from the game plan. 
She was standing around the perimeter, 
catch and shooting instead of running or 
getting into our offense.”

So now the Setters, who host Franklin 
Pierce on Wednesday at 5:30 and play at 
Saint Michael’s on Saturday, have reached 
another crossroad, leaving Seymour 
unsure which direction they’re going.

“I felt like we did come back (from the 
holiday break) and we had made some 
changes and we made some progress,” she 
said. “And unfortunately it didn’t last. It 
only held up for four games. We’ve gotta 
see. Either we have changed and we’ll be a 
different team on Wednesday or we’re that 
same old team that was 1 and 12 to start 
the season.”

Setters Take a Step Back in a Loss to Saint Anselm 

Rachel Dortch of  pace goes to the basket in 
Saturday’s home game vs. Saint anselm.

 Shanice Maynard of  paces fires a jump shot late 
in Saturday’s loss to visiting Saint anselm.

pace forward Yuni Sher concentrates at the foul 
line in the first half  vs. Saint anselm.               

pace guard Margo hackett drives along the right 
baseline in the first half  of  Saturday’s game.

pace’s Shanice allen tries to split a pair of  Saint 
anselm players in the second half  of  Saturday’s 
game at the Goldstein Fitness Center.

Setters guard Jeane Drury sends up a scoop shot 
in front of  Brianna Jones of   Saint anselm during 
this past weekend’s pace home game.           
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By Andy Jacobs
Despite just three victories this season, 

the Pace University men’s basketball team 
has made a habit of grabbing halftime 
leads.

Regrettably for the Setters, they’ve also 
made a habit of losing those leads. 

It happened again on Saturday 
afternoon at the Goldstein Fitness Center, 
where the visiting Hawks of Saint Anselm 
College overcame a three-point halftime 
deficit and went on to beat the Setters 76-
63 in a game that had 11 lead changes and 
featured the 1000th point of Pace senior 
forward Jonathan Merceus’ career. 

“At halftime, we felt great,” said Pace 
coach Pat Kennedy shortly after his team 
had dropped its sixth successive game in 
the month of January. “I mean, 39-36, we 
felt we were in great shape. And then we 
just kind of let it slip away.”

The Setters, now 3-13 overall and 1-9 
in the Northeast-10 Conference, shot 
50 percent from the field in the opening 
half and were carried by a standout 
performance from Merceus, who made 
seven of his eight shots from the floor. He 
finished the half with 16 points, reaching 
the 1000-point milestone with a calling-
card short jumper off glass to the left of 
the lane with just under seven minutes to 
go before halftime. 

“He was seven for eight because he hit 
his midrange jump shots,” said Kennedy 
about the rugged product of Union, NJ 
. “And then they made some adjustment 

on him and we didn’t do as good a job of 
getting the ball to him.”

Merceus finished the day with game 
highs of 19 points and 11 rebounds. Six of 
his points, including the milestone, came 
during a 9-2 first-half run by the Setters 
that enabled them to take their largest 
lead of the opening half at 26-21. His 
final bucket before intermission, a tip-in 
with 45 seconds left, provided Pace with 
a 37-34 edge. 

A layup by sophomore forward Jaylen 

Mann two seconds before halftime and 
then a Merceus free throw and a put-
back bucket by Kai Smith shortly after 
the break gave Pace its biggest lead of 
the afternoon, 42-36. But a 3-pointer by 
Hawk sharpshooter John Nielsen, who 
led Saint Anselm with 17 points,  capped 
a 10-4 run and tied the game with 14:13 
remaining.

“We’ve had a lot of first-half leads,” said 
Kennedy. “And I think a lot of that is our 
game plans are good, the kids execute. 
Shooting and running out of gas really 
hurt us. We just have to overcome that 
somehow down the stretch.”

Pace only made 10 of 34 shots from 
the field in the second half, misfiring on 
seven of eight shots from beyond the arc. 
But the Setters grabbed their final lead of 

the game, 52-50,  on a left-handed layup 
by Denzel Primus-Devonish with 10:55 
to go. An 8-0 Hawk run that included 
two successive baskets by Mike McCahey, 
a former Section 1 star at Clarkstown 
South High School, left Pace trailing the 
rest of the way. 

A bucket by Jamaal James, who finished 
with 12 points and six rebounds, moved 
the Setters to within 62-56 with 3:43 left 
on the clock. But McCahey answered with 
a trey from the right elbow 30 seconds 
later to start a 6-0 spurt that sealed the 
outcome. 

The Setter guards wound up shooting 
a combined nine for 38 from the field. 
Primus-Devonish and Kai Smith both 
finished with 10 points, but together 
missed 23 of their 31 shots. Ahmad 
George, inserted in the starting lineup 
to help match up with the perimeter-
oriented Hawks, turned his ankle late in 
the first half and only played 10 minutes.

“It’s been the story of the season, 

shooting,” said Kennedy. “Our inside 
guys can finish, our inside percentages 
are great. And our guards play well and 
they play hard  and they defend well and 
they do everything else. But in terms of 
making shots, that’s been a problem of 
ours since day one.”

Pace, still looking for its first win in 
2014, hosts Franklin Pierce, 7-2 in the 
conference, on Wednesday night at 7:30. 
The current losing streak has Kennedy 
disappointed for all the seniors on his 
roster who also had to endure last year’s 
season-ending nine-game skid. 

“I feel bad for the kids,” he said. “We’ve 
got seven seniors and they’ve been here 
for such a long time. That’s just a tough 
feeling for them. That’s what I feel mostly 
for is the seniors because the guys have 
worked extremely hard. They’ve done 
everything we’ve asked of ‘em, so it’d be 
good to get some ‘W’s.”

Another Halftime Lead Disappears as Pace Falls to the Hawks

Jonathan Merceus of  pace rises for a jump shot 
over Mike McCahey and Dom Borelli of  Saint 
anselm.

Kevin Berardini of  pace University looks for 
an open teammate during the Setters’ game 
Saturday at the Goldstein Fitness Center.

pace guard Denzel primus-Devonish puts up 
a left-handed shot in the lane vs. visiting Saint 
anselm on Saturday.

pace University’s Kai Smith shoots a jumper in 
Saturday’s home game vs. Saint anselm.

pace’s evan orzolek gets set to shoot a long 
3-pointer during Saturday’s loss at the Goldstein 
Fitness Center

 Jamaal James of  pace tries to score inside vs. the 
hawks of  Saint anselm College.aN
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To purchase a digital file, email us at 
photos@theexaminernews.com. 

Just include the name of the student athlete  
featured in the picture or pictures you’re  

interested in buying, the Tuesday publication 
date in which the image or images appeared 

and the page number or numbers.  
Photos are $20 each.

Like
our 

SPorTS 
PhoToS? 

Enroll Now for Winter Programs
• College Planning
· SAT/ACT Prep
· Experienced Tutors and 
  Advisors
· All Subjects/All Grades
· Flexible Scheduling – 7 days

273-2353
475 MAIN STREET • ARMONK, NY 10504

collegeplanningofwestchester.com 

• College Planning
· SAT/ACT Prep
· Experienced Tutors and 
  Advisors
· All Subjects/All Grades
· Flexible Scheduling – 7 days

the Fox lane student section cheers on the Foxes late in Friday evening’s home win over horace Greeley, the Foxes’ 11th victory in 12 games this season.

Home-Court Advantage
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SPOrTS SCENE
Hardwood Hotshots

horace Greeley forward lauren Brown 
goes airborne to pass the ball in Saturday’s 
Quaker victory over peekskill.

Katie Cullen of  Westlake moves past 
pleasantville’s amanda Skopetos (left) and 
annMarie DiCarlo in Friday’s game.Meaghan townsend of  Greeley tries to work 

her way to the hoop in Saturday’s home win vs. 
peekskill.

Jason Neff  of  Greeley drives the right baseline in 
the first half  of  Saturday’s game vs. peekskill.

Westlake guard Natalie alfieri goes to the 
basket during Friday’s come-from-behind win 
over visiting pleasantville.

Westlake’s Katie Schmid battles for a rebound 
with pleasantville’s Natalie Dell (left) and Katie 
Mcallister on Friday afternoon.

pleasantville’s Remi Manna grabs a loose ball 
in the corner during the panthers’ game at 
Westlake on Friday.

alex o’Brien of  pleasantville gets 
ready to pass the ball in the first 
half  of  Friday’s road game. 

Greeley’s Sam Srinivasan made 
20 of  22 free throws to help lift 
the Quakers past peekskill.

anna Waterhouse of  Greeley drives to the 
basket in the second half  of  Saturday’s Quaker 
home game.

Greeley guard Cameron Ciero shoots a jumper 
over a pair of  peekskill players on Saturday. he 
scored 32 points in the Quakers’ loss.

aN
DY

 Ja
Co

BS
 p

ho
to

S

Jeff  Merchant of  Greeley puts up a 
shot in the lane during Saturday’s 
home game vs. peekskill.

 Greeley freshman Brandon Spiegel looks for 
his shot along the left baseline in Saturday’s 
game.
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Forward Haley Gallagher of Fox Lane
Finds Her Path to the Basket Blocked
by Ashleigh  Hudzik and Kelly Monaghan
in Friday’s Game at Briarcliff High School

ClosureLane


