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By Janine Bowen
The developer of the proposed 

Pleasantville assisted living facility near 
the United Methodist Church presented 
village officials last week with changes 
that limit the visual impact of the building 
on neighbors.

Bill Cook, director of project 
management for Benchmark Senior 
Living, reviewed the most recent revisions 
for the 87-unit facility, including an eight-
foot reduction in the building’s height 
and removal of the fourth story. The third 
story would be contained within the roof.

“Essentially, most of the building would 

look like a two-story building and the 
third floor would actually be in the roof 
…very similar to an old Victorian-style 
house,” Cook said. 

Aware that the project is surrounded 
mostly by private homes, Benchmark has 
also made an effort to give the building 
a more residential appearance. The 
structure would consist of brick and 
cement board siding, which resembles 
wood, and include features such as 
covered porches and double-hung 
windows. 

“From an architectural point of view, 
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Goldberg Reappointed as North Castle Town Administrator
By Martin Wilbur

Despite threats of litigation, the North 
Castle Town Board voted last Wednesday 
night to rehire Joan Goldberg as town 
administrator less than three weeks after 
she was terminated by the previous board 
amid allegations of misconduct.

The new board, seated for its first 
meeting, reappointed Goldberg on Jan. 
8 in a 4-0 vote to have her resume her 
responsibilities under the identical terms 
of employment from when she was 
originally hired in September 2012. The 
town had approved a two-year contract 
that carried a $135,000 salary for the first 
year and a $140,000 for the second year. A 
mutual option for a third year would pay 
her $145,000.

Supervisor Michael Schiliro said the 
town’s outside legal counsel, Keane 
& Beane, concluded in two separate 
investigations initiated by the previous 
board that there was no misconduct on 
Goldberg’s part.

“The results of those investigations 
resulted in the finding of no evidence of 
any unlawful or actionable conduct by the 
town administrator,” Schiliro said.

One investigation centered around 
alleged harassment and bullying of town 
comptroller Faith Berland, who resigned 
her post on Jan. 6. The other inquiry 
focused on a complaint submitted to the 
U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission (EEOC) on Dec. 24 by the 
husband of court clerk Nancy Hall who 
charged that Goldberg didn’t hire him for a 
seasonal parks job because he is black.

Goldberg was fired without cause in a 
split vote on Dec. 20. Former Supervisor 
Howard Arden, part of the board majority 
at the time of that vote, had released 
a statement detailing substandard job 
performance, allegations of misconduct 
and violating rules of conduct as outlined 
in the town’s Employment Practices 
Compliance Manual as justification for the 
decision.

When reached late last week, Goldberg 
said she was pleased that she will be 
returning to a position that she enjoyed 
and hoped to put the latest controversy 
behind her. She was planning to be 
back on the job this week, although 
paperwork surrounding her termination 

continued on page 2
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By Janine Bowen
The New Castle Town Board announced 

last week that the town will be upgrading 
its Code Red alert system in the coming 
weeks. 

One of the major revisions is the ability 
for residents to customize the way they 
receive alerts from the town. Since its 
introduction last winter, residents could 
only sign up to receive all alerts through 
email or text. Residents will now have the 
option to receive specific alerts by email 
only and specific alerts by text only. 

In addition to allowing residents to 
customize alerts, officials also plan to use 

the system to keep residents informed of 
town board happenings. The board hopes 
to distribute an e-newsletter for residents 
through the system, as well as offering 
them the option to receive meeting 
agendas and minutes. 

Following the changes, the town plans 
to implement a campaign to encourage 
local residents to sign up. Supervisor 
Robert Greenstein explained that officials 
hope to make the public aware of the 
upgraded system through a variety of 
media, including social media and public 
outreach in local churches and senior 
centers. 

New Castle to Upgrade Code Red Service; 
Town Residents Urged to Register

continued on page 4

Sheer Madness

Drummer rob Farella, bottom left, and singer Nick squillante, top center, 2011 Westlake high 
school graduates, and their band somewhere up there took first place in the first online suNy 
Music Madness competition. representing suNy oneonta, juniors Farella and squillante are music 
industry majors and are the nucleus of  the band which they formed as freshmen. also shown above 
are Joe Frappaolo (guitar), top left, and Kyle sicso, top right, and Nick Juliano (piano), bottom right. 
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Goldberg Reappointed as North Castle Town Administrator

and reinstatement under the terms of her 
original contract must first be completed.

“I’m looking forward to returning and 
working for the residents of North Castle,” 
Goldberg said. 

Despite the reappointment, it does not 
figure to be clear sailing for Goldberg. 
Immediately following Wednesday night’s 
action to rehire her, Jason Berland, the 
attorney for and husband of the former 
town comptroller, vowed to sue the 
town. At the meeting, he read his wife’s 
resignation letter, which accused Goldberg 
of  “severe workplace harassment and 
invasion of privacy.” 

The letter also stated that Faith Berland 
“was the target of hostile and aggressive 
verbal abuse and physical intimidation” by 
Goldberg.

“I guess it will all be fleshed out in federal 
court,” said Berland who added that there 
is a strong possibility that other parties 
would also be launching litigation related 
to Goldberg’s actions.

Berland questioned how the town could 
have completed an adequate investigation 
into the discrimination charge. He said he 
was contacted last Wednesday morning by 
Town Attorney Roland Baroni who was 
still looking for a copy of the complaint 
at that point, hours before the board 
reappointed Goldberg

“How can you sit here with a clean 
conscience and say that you’ve investigated 
the matter fully and the town found no 

wrongdoing by Joan Goldberg?” Berland 
asked the board.

Baroni said he obtained the complaint 
and that the town’s legal counsel was 
satisfied with its findings that there was 
no unlawful behavior on Goldberg’s part. 
Should the EEOC find Goldberg engaged 
in any wrongdoing, town officials will 
address the matter at that time, he said.

“We realize that the EEOC will be 
conducting its own investigation,” Baroni 
said. “We’ve been fully apprised of that.”

The board’s three council members, 
Stephen D’Angelo, Barbara DiGiacinto and 
Barry Reiter, said they were satisfied with 
the results of the investigations. 

D’Angelo said that based on discussions 
and information that had been made 
public, officials had a good understanding 
of the nature of the discrimination 
complaint allowing special counsel to 
begin preparing. He said discussions 
never arose about conducting a search for 
another administrator.

Last week, questions also resurfaced 
regarding Goldberg’s rocky departure 
from the Town of Yorktown in September 
2012, where she served as comptroller for 
16 years. On her last day in that position, 
she converted nearly $77,000 in town 
funds to pay herself for accumulated 
unused vacation time. A majority of that 
town board had argued she was entitled to 
only three days vacation pay, the same as 
CSEA members.

On Sept. 26, 2012, that board passed a 
resolution 4-1 demanding that she return 
the money within one business day or the 
town would commence litigation against 
her. The matter is still in court.

Yorktown Councilman Nicholas 
Bianco, the only current member of the 
Yorktown Town Board who answered 
questions regarding Goldberg’s departure 

last week and was the dissenting vote in 
the September 2012 resolution, said he 
believes that Goldberg was entitled to the 
money. For years it has been past practice 
for Yorktown to pay department heads 
the accumulated vacation time when they 
leave, Bianco said.

Bianco recalled Goldberg as a demanding 
department head who expected others 
to work as hard as she did, which likely 
caused problems for some.

“She will prevail,” Bianco said. “You 
know why? She’s honest. She’s tough but 
she’s honest. She’s a stickler and I like 
people who are sticklers when it comes to 
money.”

Schiliro, who was a councilman at the 
time the North Castle Town Board first 
appointed Goldberg, said the board was 
aware of Goldberg’s situation in Yorktown 
but was approved unanimously.

“The previous supervisor reached out 
to that municipality and reported back 
to the board and recommended that 
appointment,” he said.

But Berland said it was impossible 
for the board to have known about the 
redirected funds because Goldberg was 
appointed before that occurred.

“You appointed her well before Sept. 26,” 
Berland said.”Just be honest and accurate, 
Mr. Schiliro.”

SMALL NEWS  
IS BIG NEWS

North Castle town administrator Joan Goldberg
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By Martin Wilbur
North Castle comptroller Faith 

Berland resigned from her post last 
week after she was informed that she 
wouldn’t be reappointed to the position 
but could remain on as a holdover until a 
replacement was found.

Berland, whose claims of harassment at 
the hands of  Town Administrator Joan 
Goldberg prompted her to file a complaint 
and threaten a lawsuit, submitted a two-
page letter to Town Clerk Anne Curran 
on Jan. 6 detailing how she had made her 
decision because of Supervisor Michael 
Schiliro and Councilman Stephen 
D’Angelo’s “lack of conviction, integrity 
and decency” and their opposition to 
Goldberg’s Dec. 20 firing. 

She is one of two town employees who 
have filed formal complaints stemming 
from Goldberg’s alleged misconduct. Last 
month the husband of court clerk Nancy 
Hall filed a discrimination complaint with 
the U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission as a result of a charge of 
racial discrimination.

In her letter, Berland stated that 
she would be unable to serve the new 
administration after Schiliro was quoted 
in a recent news article saying he was 
unaware of various claims of misconduct 
against Goldberg before the previous 
board dismissed her last month. She 
said she had emailed the entire board 

multiple times last year about Goldberg’s 
“bullying and discrimination” and met 
with Schiliro and D’Angelo in June to 
discuss the matter.

“It was readily apparent to me after 
Supervisor Schiliro’s comment and 
both his and Councilman D’Angelo’s 
unwillingness to back the firing of Ms. 
Goldberg that there was absolutely no 
chance I could work for or with either 
Supervisor Schiliro or Councilman 
D’Angelo,” Berland wrote.

Schiliro and D’Angelo voted against 
Goldberg’s termination last month. 
Last Wednesday night, the new town 
board reappointed Goldberg to the 
administrator’s post by a 4-0 margin.

Berland, who previously worked as a 

finance executive for a multibillion global 
company, was hired in September 2012 
for an $80,0000 salary at about the same 
time Goldberg came on board as North 
Castle’s first-ever administrator. 

Her husband, Jason Berland, an 
attorney whose law firm is representing 
her in the matter, said it is a virtual 
certainty that his wife will sue the town 
now that Goldberg was rehired by the 
new board. After a request to have the 
letter read into the record was denied, he 
stood up at the podium and 

In her letter, Berland took exception 
that for nearly two months since Schiliro’s 
election as supervisor she tried to reach 
out to him to learn if she would be 
reappointed but he never responded. On 

Dec. 28, Town Attorney Roland Baroni 
informed her she would only serve as a 
holdover, her letter mentioned.

She also said that she was a casualty of 
political revenge despite making sizeable 
contributions to the town’s Finance 
Department by creating efficiencies and 
controls, working on two budgets and 
overseeing an audit.

“I am astounded, but not surprised, 
that Supervisor Schiliro has not 
reappointed me to my position despite 
my accomplishments over the past fifteen 
months,” Berland wrote. “I understand 
that by bringing to light the abuses, I 
along with many others in Town Hall 
suffered,  I caused political uneasiness 
for Supervisor Schiliro. Political 
gamesmanship is Supervisor Schiliro’s 
modus operandi, and his decision not 
to reappoint me was cold, calculated, 
vindictive and retaliatory.”

Schiliro and D’Angelo declined 
to answer questions regarding the 
statements in Berland’s letter because of 
the possibility of a lawsuit..

During last week’s town board meeting, 
Schiliro said the town had planned to 
keep Berland in the comptroller’s position 
while a search committee interviewed 
candidates for the job.

“She made the independent decision to 
resign and we thank her for her service,” 
he said.

No. Castle Comptroller Resigns After Failing to Be Reappointed
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the new North Castle town board listened to the husband of  former town comptroller Faith berland 
read her resignation letter at last week’s first meeting of  the year.
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New Castle to Upgrade Code Red Service; Town Residents Urged to Register
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we’ve done everything possible to try 
to maintain the vernacular of the town,” 
Cook explained.

Benchmark representatives said they 
would also plant trees along a proposed 
retaining wall to help screen the building. 

However, neighbors who attended the 
Jan. 6 village board work session said they 
weren’t satisfied with the screening plan, 
noting that the trees would fail to block the 
view for those homes that are on a higher 
elevation. In addition, Maple Hill resident 
John Strobel pointed out that the attempt 
would be ineffective from fall until spring 
when the trees are without leaves. 

Safety and the facility’s impact on 
traffic were additional issues raised by 
neighbors. The driveway might create a 
difficult turn for operators of large trucks 
and commercial vehicles. 

Susan Favate, senior associate at BFJ 
Planning, the village’s planning consultant 

for the project, said the driveway would 
have little effect on traffic. In its analysis, 
BFJ concluded that only large vehicles 
such as fire trucks, which would probably 

not visit the site frequently, would have 
problems with the compact driveway and 
infringe on traffic when exiting the site. 

Residents were also concerned that 
employees and visitors would generate an 
increase in traffic, adding congestion to an 
already crowded area.

Strobel, a 35-year Maple Hill resident, 
said the facility would negatively impact 
property values.

“The people who do live close by 
never thought that when they bought 
their homes… that the zoning could be 
changed to build a building like this,” he 
said, adding that there are few facilities in 
Westchester similar to the one proposed 
by Benchmark to makes comparisons.

The applicant and the board agreed 
that the residents’ concerns are critical 
in the review process and the project’s 
impact on neighbors is an issue that must  
be addressed. 

“The impact on the people who 
live there [close to the facility] is very 
important,” said Mayor Peter Scherer.

He explained that the opinions of 
those in favor of the project must be 
balanced with those opposed.  The mayor 
acknowledged that many of those who 
have voiced support for the project via 
email do not live close to the site and 
would not have a view of the facility from 
their homes. 

Despite Scherer’s mention of 
community support, Strobel pointed out 
that those residents have not attended 
the public meetings where the project has 
been discussed. 

“There hasn’t been one village resident 
that came to these meetings… and said we 
need this,” he said. 

The Benchmark application was 
scheduled to be discussed at the village 
board’s regular meeting on Monday night.

benchmark senior living Director of  Project 
Management bill Cook giving the Pleasantville 
Village board an update on the proposed 
assisted living project last week.
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“The problem that the town has is that, 
unlike the schools, where residents are 
more than happy to give their personal 
information … they’re not as willing 
sometimes to give the information to 
the town, or they’re not aware that [this 
system] even exists,” Greenstein said. 

“I think an ongoing campaign is a 
great idea and just getting the word out 
will certainly help because the more 

information people have, the better 
off they are,” added Councilman Jason 
Chapin.

Currently, there are 3,000 email 
addresses registered to receive alerts 
from the New Castle Code Red system, 
although there is no data showing how 
many households that represents. The 
goal is to increase that number before 
another major storm hits the area. 

“We have to get people to sign up in 
advance so that when we have the next 
Sandy, or hopefully something not as bad, 
we will be prepared,” said Greenstein. 

In addition to encouraging residents 
to sign up, the board also emphasized 
that Code Red is different from Nixle, the 
police alert system. While Nixle will still 
be utilized, Code Red often provides more 
town-specific information, such as a water 

main break affecting a certain area.
After the upgrades are in place, a test 

call will go out to all local residents who 
are signed up. The board encouraged 
those residents to provide feedback to help 
improve the system. To receive Code Red 
alerts, register at www.newcastlecodered.
org or visit the town’s website at www.
mynewcastle.org.
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By Janine Bowen
The New Castle Town Board approved 

several appointments last week, but not 
before a few tense moments involving the 
board’s new and veteran members.

During the Jan. 8 meeting, the first for 
Supervisor Robert Greenstein and board 
members Lisa Katz and Adam Brodsky, 
the board passed the series of new 
appointments, which included moving 
Jill Shapiro from town clerk and receiver 
of taxes to filling the town administrator’s 
position for a six-month period. The 
board also appointed Robert Kirkwood to 
the planning board to fill a vacancy and 
installed him as its chairman.

Shapiro will be paid a prorated $135,000 
salary.

Prior to the vote, board veterans 
Elise Kesler Mottel and Jason Chapin 
alleged that proper procedures for 
those appointments, as well as Stuart 
Miller’s appointment as the town’s third 
prosecutor, were ignored.

“Residents should know that, until 
now, all appointments from department 
heads to town prosecutors … were made 
by the town board after candidates were 
interviewed, discussed and voted on with 
all members present,” Chapin said. 

“Board member Mottel and I don’t 
know who interviewed whom, when and 
where, and what was discussed. I don’t 
think this is the change people wanted and 
it goes against collaboration, transparency 

and good government.”
Chapin abstained from voting on all 

three of those appointments, while Mottel 
declined to vote on the Kirkwood and 
Miller appointments.

Greenstein defended the decision.
“I believe that Bob Kirkwood … is more 

than capable,” Greenstein said. “I believe 
that the seat has remained open for too 
long. We certainly did mention his name 
in the transition period and there was 
adequate time for anybody to interview 
him.” 

Shapiro’s term was set at six months 
in order for the board to make sure 
the appointment works successfully,  
Katz said.

In another contentious moment, the 
board moved to appoint Miller, who 
ran unsuccessfully for town justice in 
November, as a third town prosecutor. 
Chapin and Mottel abstained from this 
vote as well, again charging that traditional 
interview procedures were not followed. 

“The full board has not had an 
opportunity to meet and discuss the 
qualifications of Mr. Miller,” said Mottel. 

Greenstein acknowledged that there 
could be debate as to whether the board 
had conversations about the appointment. 
He noted that he handled a lot of 
discussion on the matter via email and 
admitted that may not have been the best 
method. Regardless, he defended the 
appointment of Miller to the position. 

“During the campaign, we did get to 
know Stu Miller and we think that he’s 
a smart and motivated person … [who] 
wants to help the town,” Greenstein said. 
“And when you have people who are 
willing to help the town, you want to put 
them to work and that’s what we’re doing.”

The additional prosecutor, who will be 
paid a $4,000 stipend, will help divide 
responsibilities more efficiently, he said. It 
will not cost the town additional money, 
as the town’s other two prosecutors will be 
taking a small reduction.

Despite the disagreements regarding 
interviewing procedures, Greenstein and 
Brodsky agreed it was important to have 
all of the appointments take place now to 

ensure that the municipality’s government 
runs smoothly as the town transitioned to 
a new board and administration.
Board Holds First Coffee

In addition to the appointments, 
the new board intends to make several 
changes to increase public involvement. 
This week, officials held a “coffee,” an 
hour-long forum scheduled immediately 
before the start of the meeting where 
the public and town officials could speak 
causally. About 25 people attended.

“It sends the message that town hall 
should be a welcoming place, and we want 
that message to come through loud and 
clear,” said Greenstein, who plans to hold 
the coffees periodically.

Residents voiced their support for the 
new forums, believing that helps to bridge 
the gap between citizens and government. 

“I think it’s great that they are going 
to communicate with the people,” said 
Chappaqua resident Jim McCauley, who 
campaigned heavily for the new board 
members. “It’s a follow-through [on 
campaign promises] and a good opening 
step.”

Other residents praised the informal 
setting and noted that it created more of 
a community feel. The board was pleased 
with how the first event turned out. 

“We did run on a platform of a new 
approach, and that is exactly what we 
intend to bring to the town of New Castle,” 
Greenstein said.

New Castle Appointments Official Despite Procedural Concerns

robert Kirkwood, appointed as New Castle’s 
planning board chairman, center, chats with 
Councilman adam brodsky during an informal 
“coffee” with residents before the Jan. 8 town 
board meeting.

JaNiNe boWeN Photo














Offi cial Pace College Sports Sponsor

• Gold
• Platinum
• Diamonds
• Silver

• Watch Bands
• Customer
   Orders
• All Repairs

WE BUY GOLD AND SILVERWE BUY GOLD AND DIAMONDS














Offi cial Pace College Sports Sponsor

• Gold
• Platinum
• Diamonds
• Silver

• Watch Bands
• Customer
   Orders
• All Repairs

WE BUY GOLD AND SILVER














Offi cial Pace College Sports Sponsor

• Gold
• Platinum
• Diamonds
• Silver

• Watch Bands
• Customer
   Orders
• All Repairs

WE BUY GOLD AND SILVER

Alex and Ani is now at Twin Jewelers

Official Pace University Sports Sponsor

• Custom 
 Orders

The Grass is Greener With the Right Move

Experience, Integrity, Knowledge
Trusted Traditional Real Estate 

“Be the 
smartest house 
on the block”

3% Commission
Full-Service Brokerage

914-747-3535
www.homefi ndersrealtor.com

SOLD

Serving all Westchester 
for over 30 years

Starting at 6pm
1st half appetizers

Halftime Smorgasbord 
1 pitcher of beer or 1 bottle of wine

 Menu selections based on the 
regional cuisine of playing teams

Super Sunday Game 
Tailgate Party!

$45 
per person

Check mtktavern.com and 
facebook.com/mtktavern 

for details after Jan 20.



January 14 - January 20, 20146 The Examiner

By Neal Rentz
The Mount Kisco Village Board could 

vote on a new agreement with Cablevision 
as soon as next month that would 
extend the company’s contract with the 
municipality for another 11 years.  

Cablevision’s current franchise 
agreement with the village has been 
in effect since January 2003. It would 
pay Mount Kisco 5 percent of its gross 
revenues generated in the village.

As part of the proposed extension, 
Cablevision has offered to pay $70,000 
in Public Education Government (PEG) 

grants to pay for costs associated with 
the village’s public access programming. 
Robert Hoch, an attorney representing 
Cablevision, said last week if the contract 
is approved by the state Public Service 
Commission, the village would be paid 
$35,000.

Public access channels would continue 
for basic service subscribers as required by 
federal law, Hoch said. 

Mount Kisco would also receive 5 
percent of gross revenues from “video 
offerings,” including pay-per-view services 
purchased by village residents.

No one spoke during the Jan. 6 public 
hearing, which was closed by the board. 
Written comments on the contract 
extension will be accepted by the village 
until the board’s Feb. 3 meeting. 

Cablevision Contract Extension 
Considered By Mount Kisco Trustees

Advertise in  The Examiner  
914-864-0878 
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robert hoch, an attorney representing 
Cablevision, addressed the Mount Kisco Village 
board last week about his company’s proposed 
contract extension.

New York State Crime Stoppers 
and Westchester police are offering a 
reward of up to $2,500 for information 
leading to an arrest and conviction of 
the person responsible for the murder 
of a Pleasantville volunteer firefighter 18 
years ago. 

Citizens with pertinent information 
into the murder of Tom Dorr are asked 
to call the hotline at 1-866-313-TIPS or 
visit the Crime Stoppers website, www.
nyscrimestoppers.org, and use the links 
to download the New York State Crime 
Stoppers Mobile App to their iPhone, 
Android or Blackberry and provide 
information directly from their phone.

Citizens can call the hotline direct 
or send us an email tip or photo tip 
through the app. Information provided 
through the app is also anonymous and 
the source phone is untraceable and 
the app is encrypted. Both the hot line 
number and the New York State Crime 

Stoppers app can receive tips in English 
and Spanish. 

On Jan. 8, 1996, Dorr’s bludgeoned 
body was discovered in the snow in 
Graham Hills Park. Dorr planned to 
report to the firehouse on Washington 
Avenue the previous day to be on 
standby duty during a blizzard but was 
never seen alive again. 

Kieran O’Leary, a spokesman for the 
county police, said there are no new tips 
in the nearly two-decade case. He said 
Crime Stoppers generally offers rewards 
in to help solicit tips and leads in an 
investigation.

This Monday night the Pleasantville 
Fire Department is scheduled to hold 
its annual vigil at Graham Hills Park at 
7 p.m.

Anyone who would like more 
information about New York State Crime 
Stoppers may may visit the website and/
or find follow on Facebook or Twitter.

Reward Offered in Unsolved
Pleasantville Firefighter’s Murder

9 Kirby Plaza • Mt.Kisco • 242-3650 
9 N Broadway • Tarrytown • 332-8093

OPEN 7 DAYS
Mon-Fri 9-7 • Sat 9-4:30 • Sun 11-5

HAIRCUTS $19
BARBER SHOP

HAIRCUT SPECIALS
MONDAYS 

Buzz Cuts $14
With #1,#2,or #3 Blade

TUES. & WEDS.
Children $14

(up to 10 years old)

Seniors $14
(over 65 years old)

THURSDAYS
All Haircuts $16

Cannot be combined with any other discounts or  
promotion. *No card punches with specials

NO 
APPOINTMENTS

Includes Punch on  
“Free Haircut Card” 

914-271-9119
ROOFING • WINDOWS • SIDING

DOORS • DECKS • SEAMLESS GUTTERS
LEADERS

Robert & Mary Sniffen, Owners
Visit our 5,000 sq. ft. showroom

Or we will BRING the showroom to you!

2010 Albany Post Road
Croton-on-Hudson, NY

WC 10415H99 • PC - 187 • Yonkers #3807
www.miraclehomeimprovements.com

 

SPRING AHEAD… 
Don’t Fall Behind on 
your Spring Projects!    

Take Advantage of our  
SPRING SAVINGS! 

2010 Albany Post Rd. Croton on Hudson, NY 10520 WC10415H99  PC-1817 
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By Martin Wilbur
Local state representatives last week 

largely praised Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s 
tax-cutting efforts spelled out in his 
State of the State address although some 
frustration remains that he continues to 
avoid several large issues.

In his Jan. 8 speech, Cuomo outlined an 
aggressive plan of providing tax relief to 
a wide cross section of New Yorkers and 
businesses to help spur job growth and to 
alleviate taxpayers of the burden of some 
of the highest taxes in the nation. 

Cuomo called for a freeze on property 
taxes for residents for two years if their 
local municipality stays within the tax 
cap. For the freeze to continue in the 
second year, municipalities would have 
demonstrate that steps are being taken to 
share services and reduce costs.

He hopes to reduce the corporate tax 
rate from 7.1 to 6.5 percent while the 
threshold for estate taxes would rise from 
$1 million to $5.25 million.

As expected, he also proposed several 
noteworthy items as part of a progressive 
agenda, such as support for universal 
pre-kindergarten and the use of medical 
marijuana that would be administered by 
20 hospitals statewide.

“For 2014, we have put forth the most 
comprehensive plan for the future of New 
York yet,” Cuomo said during his address 
that lasted a little more than an hour. 

“This agenda will grow the economy and 
provide fiscal relief to taxpayers, give our 
schools the classrooms of tomorrow, re-
imagine infrastructure across the state to 
face the new climate reality and take steps 
to make our communities safer, fairer, 
cleaner and more progressive. Working 
together, we will continue to move New 
York forward.”

State Sen. George Latimer (D-Rye) 
said he was pleased to hear Cuomo talk 
extensively about the helping taxpayers 
and improving the economy.

“I support the number one issue that 
people face throughout Westchester--that 
is property taxes,” Latimer said.  

He said he agreed with raising the estate 

tax threshold because with the price of 
real estate in Westchester, having a house 
sold after someone dies can often put 
their estate over the current $1 million 
minimum. Latimer was also glad about 
the proposed reduction in the corporate 
tax rate, which should help business 
growth.

However, the legislature will have to 
hash out the details about how to pay for 
much of what the governor proposed, 
Latimer said. 

State Sen. Greg Ball (R-Patterson) 
delivered some of the more enthusiastic 
comments about Cuomo’s address. 
Ball said that he looks forward to 
concentrtating on jobs and taxes, the 
two most important issues facing state 
residents.

“It is a breath of fresh air to hear that 
Gov. Cuomo is focused on reforming our 
tax system to protect our seniors, small 
business owners, taxpayers and working 
families,” he said. “We have controlled 
spending, and in a very short period 
of time, we created a tax surplus. It is 
now time to pass those savings onto our 
residents by providing tax credits and 
cuts.” 

One of the most lukewarm reactions 
came from Assemblyman Thomas 
Abinanti (D-Pleasantville), who said the 
speech was strong on overarching themes 
but weak on specifics, including how the 

state will pay for some of the tax cuts and 
a universal pre-K program.

“I think it was a forward thinking but 
careful State of the State,” Abinanti said. 
“The governor laid out a comprehensive 
agenda but laid out nothing directly.”

Abinanti said he heard little once again 
about mandate relief, helping families 
with children with special needs and 
campaign finance reform. While he joined 
his colleagues in giving the governor high 
marks for focusing on the property tax 
issue, the inequities in funding schools 
will continue to plague the state unless 
addressed

“The crisis is the property tax and the 
reason why we have a problem is clear-
-the state doesn’t pay its fair share of 
education (costs),” he said.

Meanwhile, Assemblyman David 
Buchwald (D-White Plains) said he was 
looking forward to working on tax relief 
proposals in the upcoming budget. 

“The governor’s plan demonstrates a 
commitment to providing substantial 
tax relief to families and businesses in 
our region, relief that is long overdue in 
Westchester County,” Buchwald said.. 
Property tax relief, paired with the 
elimination of a utility surcharge and 
changes to the estate and business tax 
system, will help New York to become 
an increasingly attractive destination for 
residents and businesses.”

State Reps Like Much of What They Heard in Cuomo’s State Address
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HELPING PLEASANTVILLE’S HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES PURSUE 
HIGHER EDUCATION FOR 65 YEARS 

 

 

  

THANK YO U!  
The Community Scholarship Fund of Pleasantville would like to 

thank the following businesses and organizations for their 
generous support of our 2013 Graduates:

Alvarez Cleaning Services 
A’Mangiare 
American Express 
Arcan Holdings 
Art of Wine 
Beecher Flooks Funeral 

Home 
Berger Hardware 
Briarcliff Pediatrics 
Captain Lawrence Brewery 
Chappaqua Transportation 
Columbia University 

Orthopaedics 
Contemporary Club of 

Pleasantville  
Dad’s Club of Pleasantville 
E.M. Miranda Agency, Inc. 
F.E. Padolf & Co., CPAs 
Farrow’s Auto Service, Inc. 
Fran & Co. 

Frank & Joe’s Deli 
Gordon and Betty Moore 

Foundation 
Granite Real Estate Tax 

Consultants 
Home Services Shop 
I-Fetish Optique 
Jacob Burns Film Center 
Jay Jordan Catering 
Jean-Jacques Culinary 

Creations 
Kapatid Martial Arts 
Key Food Marketplace 
King Crown Wine & Spirits 
Kluge Financial Group 
LAM Design 
Lucio’s Pizza 
Lucy’s Lounge 
Madisons Restaurant 
Mediterraneo Ristorante 

MG’s Lawn Green 
P-Daddy 2020 
Pepsico, Inc. 
Peter Camilli & Sons, Inc. 
PFX - Physical Fitness 

Experts 
Pleasantville Chamber of 

Commerce 
Pleasantville Fancher Nicoll 

American Legion Post 77 
Pleasantville Lions Club 
Pleasantville Rotary Club 
Pleasantville Diner 
Richard Oakley Family 
Scarborough & Tweed 
Stargiotti & Beatley, PC 
studiokat 
Teachers’ Association of 

Pleasantville 
Wine Adventures

 

For more information visit our website 

www.pvillecsf.com 
To make a donation, send your tax deductible gift to:  

Community Scholarship Fund of Pleasantville, New York 
P.O. Box 153, Pleasantville, NY 10570 

Gov. andrew Cuomo focused on tax relief  during 
last week’s state of  the state address.



January 14 - January 20, 20148 The Examiner

Marion Foca
Marion (St. George) Foca, a lifelong 

resident of Pleasantville, passed away 
peacefully at her home on Jan. 6. 

She was 87.
Foca was born on May 23, 1926, to 

Anthony and Anna (Cappello) St. George. 
She attended Pleasantville schools and 
was a 1944 graduate of Pleasantville High 
School. 

In addition to her parents, she is 
predeceased by her husband of 55 years, 
John B. Foca, and her younger brother, 
Tony St. George, who both died in 2005. 
She is survived by her daughter, Linda 
(Foca) Mitten and her husband, Robert, 
and their two children, Marisa and Jack. 
She is also survived by her son, John 
Michael, and his wife, Eva, and their 
children, Danielle and Joseph.  

The family is grateful for the devoted 
care given to Foca in her home for over 
two years by caregivers Jessie Linzy and 
Pat Young who are embraced like family.  

Foca loved her family, her career in 
business, her town and her country. She 
worked for GPL/Singer in the 1950s and 
'60s and for 25 years at Combe, Inc. until 
her retirement. She also loved being an 
Avon representative. She was a member 
of Holy Innocents Parish and volunteered 
as a Eucharist minister for many years. 
She was a talented seamstress and award-

winning knitter, famous for her baby 
booties. She loved to sing, dance and bake.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests 
donations be made to the Pleasantville 
Ambulance Corps, P.O. Box 201, 
Pleasantville, N.Y. 10570 for its dedicated 
service throughout the years. 

The family received friends on Jan. 8 
at the Beecher Flooks Funeral Home in 
Pleasantville. A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated at Holy Innocents Roman 
Catholic Church in Pleasantville on Jan. 9 
followed by burial at All Souls Cemetery.

Timothy Gleason
Timothy S. Gleason of Hawthorne died 

on Jan. 2 at Westchester Medical Center in 
Valhalla as a result of injuries he sustained 
in an automobile accident. 

He was 23.
Gleason was born on May 21,1990, to 

Stephen M. and Susan (nee MacIntosh) 
Gleason in Sleepy Hollow. He graduated 
from Westlake High School, Class of 2008, 
and worked in the family business, Gleason 
Plumbing & Heating in Hawthorne. 

His personality and smile lit up a room, 
he had a heart of gold and will be missed 
by everyone who knew him. He was the 
kindest person that anyone would be 
proud to call son, brother, grandson, 
nephew, cousin, brother-in-law, friend, 

boyfriend and soon to be uncle. Gleason’s 
passions included cars and all animals. 

He is survived by his beloved parents, 
Stephen and Susan Gleason, of Hawthorne; 
his loving brothers, Ryan (Kristen) 
Gleason, of Valhalla and Tyler (Nicole) 
Gleason of Tarrytown; his maternal 
grandmother, Jean Otto MacIntosh, of 
Sleepy Hollow and formerly of Irvington;. 
and by his paternal grandmother, Emily 
Russo Gleason, of Darien, Conn. 

Visitation was at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home on Jan. 6. A funeral service was 
held at Irvington Presbyterian Church in 
Irvington on Jan. 7. Interment was private. 

In lieu of flowers, donations to any 
animal shelter of your choice, the trauma 
intensive care unit at Westchester Medical 
Center or the Hawthorne Reformed 
Church would be appreciated.

Restituta Palmerini

Restituta “Estie” Palmerini of Valhalla 
passed away on Jan. 9 after a full and 
happy life of almost 101 years. 

Palmerini was born in Frosinone, 
Italy in 1913 and arrived in New York 
by ship in 1938, with her four-year-old 
daughter, Maria, and joined her husband 
to begin her new life in America. She 
loved knitting, cooking for her family and 
tending her vegetable and flower gardens. 

Palmerini is predeceased by her 
husband, Ercole, her eldest daughter, 
Maria Deeney, and two sons, Louis 
and Anthony. She is survived by her 
loving daughter, Frances Benedict; five 
grandsons; 12 great-grandchildren; her 
devoted brother-in-law, Louis Palmerini; 
and many nieces and nephews.

Visiting hours were on Jan. 12 at 
Beecher Flooks Funeral Home, Inc. in 
Pleasantville. A Mass of Christian Burial 
was held on Jan. 13 at Holy Name of Jesus 
Church in Valhalla followed by burial at 
Kensico Cemetery in Valhalla.

The family would like to thank her 
longtime doctors, the staff of Grace 
Church Community Center’s Neighbors 
Home Care and Hospice & Palliative 
Care of Westchester for the kindness 
and compassion they gave Estie in her  
final days.

Ida Pucarelli
Ida M. Pucarelli of Hawthorne passed 

away peacefully on Jan. 7. 
She was 85. 
Pucarelli was born on Sept. 5, 1928, to 

the late Francesco and Giuseppina (nee 
Iovenitti) Ricciardi in Paganica, Abruzzi, 
Italy. She came to the United States in 1935 
where she attended elementary school in 
Valhalla and graduated from White Plains 
High School. 

Pucarelli began her career as a 
bookkeeper for Gristedes Grocers and 
then as a marketing analyst and production 
coordinator for Reader’s Digest where she 
retired after 20 years of service. 

She was a loving and caring wife, 
mother, grandmother, aunt and friend 
who cherished time with her family and 
traveling with her husband, Fred. She 
was also a member of the Mount Pleasant 
Seniors, spending endless hours making 
holiday crafts for disabled children and 
knitting caps for premature babies with 
her friends. She will be remembered as a 
kind and gentle person whose smile and 
laughter will remain forever in our hearts 
and minds. 

Pucarelli is survived by her loving 
husband of 63 years, Fred V. Pucarelli, 
of Hawthorne; sons Fred C. (Trish) 
Pucarelli of Hawthorne and Robert 
(Naomi) Pucarelli of Hopewell Junction; 
and six adoring grandchildren, Elizabeth 
(Chris) Colello, Daniel, Emily and 
Andrea Pucarelli and Miles and Keith 
Pucarelli. She was also a cherished aunt 
to many nieces and nephews. Pucarelli 
was predeceased by her brother, James 
Ricciardi. 

Visitation was at Hawthorne Funeral 
Home on Jan. 9. A funeral Mass was held 
at Holy Rosary Church in Hawthorne on 
Jan. 10 followed by interment at Mount 
Calvary Cemetery in Greenburgh. 

In lieu of flowers, donations to the 
Mount Pleasant Seniors, 25 Lozza Drive, 
Valhalla, N.Y. 10595 would be appreciated.

Sylvia Schreiner
Sylvia C. Schreiner of Mount Kisco died 

on Jan. 6. 
She was 80.
Schreiner was born on Feb. 13, 1933, to 

the late Frederick and Helen (nee Slavics) 
Witt in New York City. 

Sylvia is survived by her devoted 
husband, Edwin H. Schreiner, of Mount 
Kisco, and by her loving daughter, Susan 
(James) Lamberton, and her cherished 
grandchildren, Linda and Philip 
Lamberton, all of Hyde Park, N.Y. 

A memorial service was held at Trinity 
Lutheran Church in Hawthorne on Jan.11.

Obituaries
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Connecting With Students is the Best Way for Them to Achieve School Success

Cuomo’s Annual Address a Bit Tiresome Without Real Results

By Diane Fulves
What do we do when a class is so out of 

control that the teacher has to be removed 
and the district must find a replacement? 
This is the situation I was brought into in 
1988. I was asked to leave my group of 
very young children and take over this 
class that was in great distress.

On my first day in this new assignment, 
I met the angriest group of children I have 
ever worked with. Fortunately, my resolve 
is only strengthened by a challenge. What 
none of us realized is that we were about 
to encounter a mini miracle.

As the morning progressed, I became 
aware of the challenge before me. When 
the class returned from lunch, I went to 
the blackboard and pointed to the date, 
Jan. 3, 1988. I asked the students if they 
knew what January meant. No one knew 
so I told them about the Roman god, 
Janus, the god of doors. This god had 
two faces, one looking forward and one 
looking backward. I drew a picture of 
Janus on the board and we discussed why 
January was a good name for the first 
month of the year. 

Janus fascinated them and one child 
stood up and said that they loved Greek 
mythology. I made an instant decision. 
I promised them that if they worked 
with me, with each other and all the 
other teachers, if they cooperated, 
worked consistently and completed their 
assignments, they would be rewarded. 
Every Friday afternoon we would put all 
our work aside and spend this time with 
the arts, starting with Greek mythology. 

That day this class began to change in 
ways I could never have imagined. Within 
three weeks these angry children became 
a team. They became models of good 
behavior and diligence. They began to  
call themselves a family.

The impetus for this extraordinary 
transformation was a promise. We 
embarked on a wonderful artistic 
adventure beginning with mythology.  
Then the class was introduced to ballet, 
culminating in a trip to New York City 
to see a performance of “Coppelia.” 
We studied classical music-- Rossini, 
Tchaikovsky, Mozart and many other 
composers. Rossini’s “William Tell 
Overture” was a favorite. They learned 
the story of William Tell, a fearless man of 
honor, who fought for what was right and 
just. Isn’t the story of an honorable man 
a valuable lesson to inspire our children?  

They asked for music as they worked 
quietly at their desks. Their spirits were 
soothed as they listened and learned. 
Some teachers told me that they would 
stop outside our door to listen to what 
was going on. Often it was just the quiet 
rustle of papers as children worked on 
independent assignments while others 
were engaged in small group lessons. 
There was so much laughter that we had 
to close the door. I think everyone in 
the school, outside of our class, was in a 
state of shock. Was this the same class? 
The fact is that when we take on the 
responsibility of our job, when we honor 
our commitments, all of us can achieve 
success.

What happened in those six months 
and during the next two years we were 
together? I believe it was because the 
environment changed. These children 
knew that they were valued and loved. 
They were expected to achieve goals. The 
classroom where they spent six hours 
each day became a place where they knew 
they were accepted as individuals and 
challenged to be the best they could be. 
They were becoming respectful, cultured 
children. Academics and the arts worked 

together to help these children begin to 
achieve. They were learning life lessons. 
Not only did their behavior change, they 
rejected negative behavior. They were 
upset when they saw other children 
behaving badly and this often became the 
source of class discussions.

As frustration and anger slipped away, 
these students began to build skills and 
the knowledge needed to move forward. 
They began to achieve academically 
because their learning needs were 
assessed and assignments and strategies 
were adapted to their specific needs. This 
required more time, however, educators 
must understand that every child does 
not learn in the same way.  If our goal is 
success for all of our students, then we 
must use alternate methods and materials 
to attain that goal. The time and energy 
we put into responding to the academic, 
emotional and cultural needs of our 
children becomes an amazing challenge 
to find new ways to excite them and 
help them succeed. Moreover, when 
children observe that the adults in their 
lives persevere, so will the children. We 
must not fail in this. Failure leaves angry 
children. Angry children become angry 
teenagers who have lost their way. Then 
what?

I have my own personal adage which 
I tell my students. “If I win, you win. If I 
lose, you lose. So I must win. But when I 
win, we all win.” 

Isn’t this why we chose education? We 
wanted to lead our children to success. 
And if we keep this goal before us, we will 
succeed. We must do this. We can if we 
try.

Diane Fulves is a learning disability 
specialist and founder of the Pound Ridge-
based organization Empowering Our 
Parents. 

For four years now, Gov. Cuomo has 
been delivering the State of the State 
address with stirring and sometimes 
thunderous oratory. He portrays a serious, 
no-nonsense executive, determined to get 
things done regardless of whose toes he 
steps on in either major party.

After the previous four years, with 
Eliot Spitzer resigning in disgrace and the 
bumbling of David Paterson, Cuomo does 
look and sound imposing.

However, peel away the image and look 
at what he’s been saying in these addresses 
and what he has done the past four years. 
How much of what he has said and done 
has been substantive and how much has 
been for show?

In 2011, New York got a tax cap and 
taxes are still too high.

Albany has been a cesspool of political 
corruption for years. While serious 
offenses seemed to have waned some 
lately, where is ethics reform?

Campaign finance reform? That’s not in 

Albany’s or Cuomo’s vocabulary.
Mandate relief and relief from the 

dreaded and poorly implemented 
Common Core Standards? Nothing 
but silence. Like their positions or not, 
legislators across the state have taken 
a stand on the controversial hydraulic 
fracturing. Where exactly does Cuomo 
stand?

To be sure, there have been successes. 
Marriage equality was long overdue for 
this state. His political muscle and capital 
likely helped push the Tappan Zee Bridge 
replacement project forward. 

As 2014 begins, Cuomo has made tax 
relief, economic development and the 
push for universal pre-K his signature 
issues for this year. Meanwhile, public 
officials at every level, from small villages 
to the largest counties, have clearly 
recognized that without mandate relief 
there can be no real tax relief.

Statewide pre-K is a laudable goal, but 
until detailed plans are presented showing 

how to finance the initiative, it could 
remain only a talking point.

Everyone is aware that these annual 
speeches are delivered to mainly set the 
year’s agenda and to establish the tone. 
However, this year, a little less talk and a 
little more action would be welcome.
Home Guru Turns Five

Even if you have great interest and 
expertise in an area, writing a weekly 
column for 260 consecutive weeks can 
turn into a chore.

But that’s what our columnist Bill 
Primavera, aka The Home Guru, has done 
now for five years.

Together with wine columnist Nick 
Antonaccio, they have formed a dynamic 
duo on The Examiner’s pages, a place 
where many readers have looked forward 
to their unbridled enthusiasm and 
knowledge of their topics.

Thank you, Bill. It’s been a pleasure and 
here’s to many more columns in the years 
ahead.
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By Martin Wilbur
Peter Eschweiler’s father was an 

architect. His grandfather was an architect 
and so, too, were two uncles and a brother.

When he followed in his relatives’ 
footsteps by attending Cornell in the early 
1950s, Eschweiler assumed that would be 
his profession as well. He had spent many 
of his Saturday mornings while growing 
up in Milwaukee at his father’s office and 
was already familiar with what being an 
architect would entail.

But his father gave him a piece of advice.
“Unless you want to be an architect 

more than anything else in the world, 
don’t do it,” Eschweiler recalled his father 
saying. “It’s a grind.”

Eschweiler’s eventual career choice as a 
professional planner didn’t take him too far 
afield, working with architects, engineers 
and a multitude of planning professionals. 
It also took him to Westchester. 

In 1960, after having already earned his 
undergraduate and master’s degrees and 
having completed his service in the Air 
Force, Eschweiler and his wife, Mickie, 
who met in college and were married five 

years earlier, settled in Pleasantville when 
he took a job with Frederick P. Clark 
Associates, a Rye planning firm. The 
couple has a daughter and a son and one 
grandchild.

Eschweiler, 81, who also obtained his 
pilot’s license before entering the Air Force, 
viewed himself as fortunate for having 
been able to complete his undergraduate 
and postgraduate work before serving. 

“The Air Force said we don’t need 
you for another six months,” Eschweiler 
remembered being told after getting his 
bachelor’s degree. “So they said why don’t 
you go to graduate school, and I’ll start 
going for my master’s degree and we’ll see 
how much I can get out of the way.”

After nearly seven years at Clark 
Associates, Eschweiler went to work 
for Westchester County, where he 
would spend the rest of his career. He 
started as chief planner, followed by 
a stint as deputy commissioner of the 
Planning Department, concentrating on 
communities in the northern half of the 
county, including Bedford, New Castle 
and Pound Ridge.

 In 1969, under then 
County Executive 
Edward Michaelian, 
he was promoted to 
commissioner, a post 
he would retain for 22 
years.

As expected, some 
things have changed.

“The planning field 
broadened” over the 
years, Eschweiler said. 
“When I was trained 
at Cornell in physical 
planning, there were basic courses in 
design and the arm at Cornell in those 
days they farmed us out to the other 
colleges.”

Today at his alma mater there are courses 
on Third World planning, for instance. 
While the environment was typically a 
factor, passage of the state Environmental 
Quality Review Act in the 1980s has made 
it a priority. Previously, it would be routine 
for a developer to receive an approval for a 
subdivision within eight weeks.

But other matters are strikingly similar. 
In the mid 1970s, after the migration 
to the suburbs, including Westchester, 
there were questions regarding adequate 
diversification of  housing stock. About six 
years into his tenure as commissioner, he 
recalled how a New Castle property owner 
wanted to build multifamily housing. At 
the time, housing was thought to be a 
municipal responsibility and New Castle 
objected.

The landmark Berenson case helped 
ignite the discussion of the county’s role 
in setting public housing policy. In those 
days, the question of fair and affordable 
housing wasn’t an issue, Eschweiler 

said, but how multifamily 
housing would impact the 
schools most definitely was.

Since retirement, 
Eschewieler has served on 
a multitude of committees 
and task forces at the county 
level and in Pleasantville. 
Committees formed on the 
watches of various county 
executives have called on 
his expertise to help with 
issues surrounding flood 
mitigation, deer population 

and energy. He said he enjoys lending a 
hand to what has been his home county 
for more than 50 years.

“I loved it because I was working with 
some old colleagues,” Eschweiler said. “I’m 
able to use what I know to help the county 
planning department. It was like old home 
week.”

In Pleasantville, he serves as chairman 
emeritus of the Master Plan Update 
Committee, something he calls an 
impressive title without having to do work. 

But Eschweiler was a key figure in 
helping the village develop and build 
the Clinton Street Senior Center and 
its 24 units of housing. He rejected any 
idea to post a plaque to commemorate 
his contribution but quietly asked the 
hall to be named after his grandfather’s  
Wisconsin farm--Ashbourne.

The Eschweilers are still in the house on 
Wilton Road they moved into in 1960 and 
will stay as long as they can navigate the 
steps.

“Mickie said ‘I’m not crazy about the 
house but we’ll stay here until we find 
something better,” Eschweiler said. “Fifty-
three years later we’re still here.”
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Planning Commissioner, 

Pleasantville
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S U M M E R C AMPS

160 & 170 Hunts Lane � Chappaqua � NY  www.worldcupschools.com 

Gymnastics 
Preschool 
Tween Workshops 

Building The Best Childhood Summer 
Memories For Over 20 Years! 

Call 914-238-9267/4967 
• •

PARENTS! FIND THE RIGHT CAMP 
IN ONE AFTERNOON

Hosted by WestchesterParent 
Westchester Camp Fair
32nd Annual

Don’t miss your chance to be on-air with WFAS-FM. 

Camp Fair

Sunday, January 26th 
12:00-3:00pm  FREE to attend

Crowne Plaza 66 Hale Ave, White Plains

Sponsored by

Day • Specialty • Summer Programs
Meet the Directors & Learn About the Programs

(914) 397-0200 • WWW.WESTCHESTERCAMPFAIR.COM
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Join us at our Saturday Open Houses 
on Jan. 11, Feb. 1 & March 1 from 10 a.m.–2 p.m. 

(snow dates Jan. 25, Feb. 8 & March 8)

Harvey Cavalier Camp
A Summer Camp as Exceptional as Your Child

Harvey’s 125 acre campus of open fields and woods provides a  
perfect setting for an extraordinary summer camp experience. 

The Harvey School • 260 Jay Street, Katonah, NY 10536
914-232-0581 • harveycavaliercamp.org

A day camp for Pre-K–Grade 9 with over 50 courses from 
fine arts, theater, ice skating, science, gymnastics, technology, 
swimming, sports, music, and much more!

There is a Camp That Meets Every Child's Needs
Camp has been an American tradition 

for more than 150 years. Some things at 
camp — forming friendships, having 
fun, practicing new skills and summer 
learning gains — will never change. But 
what are the camp trends today?

The American Camp Association 
(ACA) estimates that there are 12,000 
traditional, organized camps in the U.S. 
Each year more than 11.5 million children, 
youth and adults attend camp. Today we 
see a wide range of ages participating in 
the camp experience: from children as 
young as three participating in day camp 
programs to senior adults, participating 
in family camps and senior camps. (ACA) 
has a vision that by the year 2020, over 
20 million children and youth will have a 
camp experience each year.

What types of camps are most popular?
Traditional camps are still very popular 

— maybe more popular today than even 
a decade ago, as young people are very 
concerned about the environment, global 
awareness, mentorship and getting along 
with one another. The camp community 
embraces those values. 

There has also been a rise in the 
popularity of specialty camps, day camps 
and family camps, as camps constantly 
adapt to meet changing needs of families. 
Many young people like to use the camp 

experience to sharpen a special skill or 
develop new ones. Even traditional camps 
are offering year-round camp experiences, 
as well as any number of specialty 
programs. This exciting diversification is 
an example of how the camp community 
is meeting the needs of today's families.
What activities are popular?

The most popular activities at camps 
today are swimming, arts and crafts, 
challenge/ropes course, archery and 

aquatic activities. In addition, ACA 
research shows 52 percent of day camps 
and 50 percent of resident camps offered 
one or more academic or science and 
technology programs. More than four in 
five ACA-accredited residential camps 
offer at least one environmental education 
program for campers.  

Whatever the activity, camp gets kids 
moving. While at camp, campers are 
typically active three to five hours per day. 

This exceeds the recommended one hour 
of daily physical activity from the Centers 
for Disease Control. 
How do I find the right camp?

There is a camp for every child, every 
interest and every budget. The American 
Camp Association’s Find a Camp database 
helps families find the perfect camp 
experience — whether it’s a traditional, 
day, specialty, family or even trip or travel 
camp. Visit www.CampParents.org to 
start your search, and be sure to check out 
the expert advice, packing tips and more. 
About ACA

The American Camp Association® 
(ACA) works to preserve, promote 
and enhance the camp experience for 
children and adults. ACA-Accredited® 
camp programs ensure that children are 
provided with a diversity of educational 
and developmentally challenging learning 
opportunities. There are over 2,400 ACA-
accredited camps that meet up to 300 
health and safety standards. For more 
information, visit www.CampParents.org.

Reprinted from www.ACAcamps.org 
by permission of the American Camp 
Association; copyright 2013 by the 
American Camping Association, Inc.

lhertel@sawmillclub.com

COME SEE WHAT’S NEW 
AT CAMP SAW MILL!

Check out all Camp Saw Mill has
to offer and start looking

forward to a fun-filled Summer!!

77 Kensico Drive, Mt Kisco NY 10549

914-733-4038
www.sawmillclub.com

Tennis Lessons, Swim Lessons,
Arts & Crafts, Sports, Carnival,

Camp Musical and Much, Much More!

smc Camp Ad 2013.indd   1 2/21/2013   5:55:28 PM
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You Can Fall in Love With Doorknobs But Never Kiss One
Except for those dastardly swinging 

doors, which I never liked and think are one 
of the  world’s most dangerous inventions, 
every door needs something to grab on to 
in order to be opened and closed. It’s that 
round or oval device that you rarely think 
about, even though you wrap your hand 
around it at least 100 times a day. 

After I read recently that there are 
about two million germs per square inch 
attached to the average doorknob and the 
experience of showing a buyer client  too 
many houses during flu season, I became 
very aware of every doorknob I touched 
and really started  to scrub my hands down 

many times during the day.
Readers of this column know that I’m 

a movie buff and much of what I learned 
about home life started from make-believe 
home life in old movies. One of these was 
a Judy Garland film called “Presenting Lilli 
Mars,” an adaptation of a Booth Tarkington 
novel of the same name. It 
was a silly enough story line 
with a subplot that really 
galled me involving Judy’s 
younger brother who had a 
strange hobby of collecting 
doorknobs that he would 
steal from people’s homes. 
The doorknob is an ingenious 
little device actually. The 
traditional knob itself has 
a bolt or spindle running 
through it that sits just above 
a cylinder, to which the 
spindle is connected. Turning 
the knob pulls the cylinder 
in the direction of the turn. 
The end of the cylinder is a 
latch that protrudes into a 
space that is carved out of the 
doorframe and prevents the 
door from being opened if the 
knob isn’t turned. The mechanism is a little 
more complex than I’m describing here, 
but I’ll leave further understanding to the 
technicians among us.

Interestingly, America didn’t produce 
doorknobs or any hardware at all until well 
after the American Revolution because of 

England’s stranglehold on manufacturing 
and restrictive trade practices. The 
first major invention influencing the 
production of doorknobs in America was 
the glass pressing machine, patented in 
1826. It permitted the first truly decorative 
and mass produced pressed glass doorknob 

made in America.
I love how history 

influences our use of 
materials. For instance, 
by Victorian times, 
the popularity of glass 
doorknobs was overtaken 
by the use of metals–iron, 
brass and bronze --but in 
1917, with the outbreak 
of World War I, glass 
became wildly popular 
once more since all metals 
were allocated  for the 
manufacture of planes and 
other wartime materials. 
Glass knobs remained 
popular throughout World 
War II, but by the 1950s, 
preference reverted back to 
metals.

Today, the choices are 
all but limitless in the styles and shapes 
of knobs and levers, as well as finishes to 
suit every décor, such as satin nickel, aged 
bronze, bright brass, antique brass, bright 
chrome, brushed chrome, antique pewter, 
distressed nickel, matte black, oil-rubbed 
bronze and satin stainless steel.

And how’s this for a look into the future? 
The doorknob may disappear altogether. 
In Vancouver, Canada, soon only lever-
style door handles will be permitted to 
be installed in new buildings. While all 
existing homes, offices and businesses will 
be grandfathered, new construction will 
require levers to accommodate individuals 
with physical disabilities who find 
doorknobs difficult to manipulate. 

As I write this column, I am reminded 
of a personal story that relates to the fact 
that my wife Margaret’s native tongue is 
Lithuanian, though few people would 
detect any trace of an accent today. 
Within that ancient language are some 
quaint expressions that don’t translate 
very well into English, but Margaret 
still unconsciously uses some of them 
on occasion. For instance, if one were 
expecting to visit a friend but found no one 
home, the Lithuanian expression would 
be that you were able only to “kiss the 
doorknob.” Considering that there are two 
million germs per square inch attached 
to the average doorknob, that might be 
considered germ warfare!

Bill Primavera is a Residential and 
Commercial Realtor® associated with 
Coldwell Banker, as well as a publicist 
and journalist who writes regularly as The 
Home Guru. For questions about home 
maintenance or to engage him to help you 
buy or sell a home, he can be emailed at 
Bill@TheHomeGuru.com or called directly 
at 914-522-2076.

Probate | Administration | Wills | Trusts
 Estate Litigation | Guardianship 

Commercial Litigation| Real Estate

Fishlin & Fishlin, PllC - Attorneys At lAw 
westChester, roCklAnd And new york City

new westChester oFFiCe 
100 south BedFord rd. 

suite 340
Mt. kisCo, ny 10549

new york City oFFiCe 
7 Penn PlAzA

suite 810  
new york, ny 10001

For All APPointMents CAll or eMAil

 (212) 736-8000 | www.FishlinlAw.CoM
Attorney Advertising

Todd Fishlin | Lewis Fishlin
Experience = Success

This is the formula needed if you are looking to sell or buy your home.
As a lifelong resident of Pleasantville with more than ten years experience in
Real Estate as a top producer, I will be happy to answer all your questions.

Please call Sharon Tompkins Foley, Century 21 Haviland 914-745-9368
And remember - my time is your time.

Sharon 
Tompkins 
Foley 
914-769-2222
914-745-9368
(Voicemail) 370 Manville Road, Pleasantville

 Experience = Success 
This is the formula needed if you are looking to sell or buy your home. 

As a lifelong resident of Pleasantville with more than ten years experience in 
Real Estate as a top producer, I will be happy to answer all your questions. 

Please call Sharon Tompkins Foley, Century 21 Haviland 914-749-9368 
And remember - my time is your time. 

Sharon 
Tompkins 
Foley 
914-769-2222 
914-749-9368 
(Voicemail) 370 Manville Road, Pleasantville

this solid brass doorknob, circa 1899, is a 
collector’s item taken from a demolished New 
york City school. one sold in the home Guru’s 
antiques shop many years ago for $8; it is now 
offered online for $50 to $250.
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FAMILY HAIRCUTTING CENTER
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SupremeValue Checking®

•	 NO minimum balance requirements

•	 NO monthly maintenance fees

•	 JUST $100 to open your account

•	 UNLIMITED transactions

•	 NO per check charge

•	 FREE Visa® Business Debit Card*

•	 FREE Online Banking and Mobile Banking**

PLUS. . .

$20 Cash Back
for unused checks and debit card from your 
business checking account at another bank.

$100 Value***
Free IntroPak of 150 Business Checks
(includes deposit tickets, stamp and cover)

*Application required.   **Data fees from your mobile carrier may apply.  ***Sales tax and delivery charge apply.  Offers for new accounts and new money only.  Offers may be discontinued at any 
time without prior notice.  Gifts available while supplies last.

Receive a free gift with your new account.  Visit one of our 76 branches today!

Established 1863 · Member FDIC

www.applebank.com  914-902-2775

“My Apple Bank has FREE Business Checking —
PLUS Special Offers of Up to $120 Value!”
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By Martin Wilbur
Millions of people enjoy going to their 

local bowling lanes once in a while to 
play a few games with friends. Most 
would never dream of playing for 24 
hours straight.

But that’s what some members of the 
Bedford School District community did 
during a bowl-a-thon last Friday and 
Saturday at Grand Prix New York’s Spins 
Bowl in Mount Kisco to benefit the Fox 
Lane Sports Booster Club.

Club co-chairman Gregory Raue said 
his co-chair Roger Stern came up with 
the idea to raise money to help pay for 
a concession stand at the high school 
athletic field in memory of Tina Burbank, 
a beloved member of the community who 
died last year. 

Raue estimated that the bowl-a-thon, 
held for 24 hours starting last Friday at 
6 p.m., raised about $50,000 toward the 
project. Since bowling is so inclusive, it 
drew more than the usual sports-minded 
crowd.

“He just thought it was a unique, 
unusual, attention-getting-in-the-best-
sense fundraiser,” Raue said. “We didn’t 
know how successful it could be. Our gut 
said it would be. It took a lot of work. It 
exceeded everyone’s expectations.”

The first-time event drew an estimated 
700 people, he said, although not 
everyone bowled. There were 19 teams-
-one for each lane--with four to 40 
bowlers each. Raue said about 12 to 15 
participants stuck it out for the entire 
time, while scores of others were on hand 
for up to 18 hours.

Among the 24-hour bowlers was 
Bedford’s Superintendent of Schools Dr. 
Jere Hochman, he needed a Band-Aid for 
the thumb on his throwing hand. 

Hochman said that a large cross section 
of the community attended–parents, 

teachers, administrators, students, 
alumni, board of education members and 
the general public--to support the cause 
and have a good time.

“I think the word’s going to spread on 
this one if you weren’t there, you should 
have been there,” he said.

Most of the district’s physical education 
teachers attended, setting a good example 

for the rest of the community, said 
Athletic Director Beth Staropoli, who 
estimated she bowled between 30 and 40 
games. 

Students bowled against their teachers, 
parents and the district’s administrators, 
she said, seeing them in a different and 
positive light.

“One of the main objectives of Dr. 
Hochman since he’s been here is that 
we’re one school and that we’re one 
school community and we support each 
other,” Staropoli said “I mean people kept 
coming through the door from all walks 
of life and it’s just wonderful.”

Fox Lane sophomore Brian Mullen said 
that the only interruption he had was for 
basketball practice on Saturday morning. 

“If I didn’t have practice I would have 
been here all night,” said Mullen, also a 
member of the baseball team.

Community member Bill Bradell, 
another participant who stuck it out for 
24 hours, said it was fairly easy staying up 
through the night because of the energy 
level in the building.

“I think it has so much energy here that 
you kind of just get into it and you kind 
of go with it,” Bradsell said.”There were 
definitely lows but for the most part I 
think it was a great group of people.”

Bowling for Dollars 

left to right: Gregory raue of  the Fox lane sports 
booster Club, bedford superintendent of   schools 
Dr. Jere hochman, and Mark Jeffers, Fox lane 
sports boosters Club, at last weekend’s 24-hour 
bowling marathon at spins bowl in Mount Kisco, 
which raised money for a high school athletic field 
concession stand.

superintendent Dr. Jere hochman bowled 
nearly non-stop for 24 hours last weekend. an 
estimated 700 people attended the event, which 
raised about $50,000.

Fox Lane Sports Boosters Raise Funds at 24-Hour Marathon
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THERE’S A WORD FOR IT
A vocabulary-building quiz

By Edward Goralski
Word Warriors. The words in this week’s quiz come from the Wayne State University’s 

Word Warriors recently released annual list of “words that deserve to be used more 
often in conversation and prose.”  Hope you find some words to use throughout the 
year. To learn more about the Word Warriors go to wordwarriors.wayne.edu.  

1. humdinger (n.)
   A) a remarkable thing B) a humorous thought C) an insincere person

2. Arcadian (adj.)
   A) outmoded   B) rural C) steep

3. fug (n.)
   A) thick humid air B) an enthusiastic response C) a cheater 

4. lubricious (adj.)
   A) glowing with light  B)lecherous C) laughable 

5. perfidy (n.)
   A) terror B) timidity C) treachery

6. pestiferous (adj.)
   A) irritating B) deadly C) cynical 

7. mephitic (adj.)
   A) deserving of respect B) foul-smelling  C) predictive 

8.  eldritch (adj.)
   A) permitting a choice B)oldest  C) uncomfortably weird

ANSWERS:
1. A. A remarkable or extraordinary person, place action or thing
2. B. Pastoral, rural, in a peaceful natural setting
3. A. A heavy, stale, suffocating atmosphere; warm, unpleasantly thick, humid air
4. B. Arousing sexual desire; lecherous; lascivious 
5. C. Treachery; a deliberate breach of trust or faith
6. A. Troublesome, bothersome, irritating, annoying
7. B. Pestilential, poisonous, foul-smelling, putrid, offensive
8. C. Eerie, spooky, uncomfortably weird

Police Blotter
Mount Kisco Police Department

Jan. 4: A 43-year-old homeless man who 
is often seen in Mount Kisco was arrested 
on multiple charges at police headquarters 
at 5:52 p.m. after interfering with police 
attempting to interview several people. 
The subject was charged with attempted 
criminal mischief, disorderly conduct, 
obstruction of justice and disorderly 
conduct.

Jan. 4: A 50-year-old Mount Kisco man 
was arrested at 11:31 p.m. and charged 
with DWI after being stopped on North 
Bedford Road.

Jan. 4: Report of two male subjects 
fighting each other at the BP station 
on Main Street at 9:50 p.m. One of the 
individuals, a 22-year-old Mount Kisco 
resident, was arrested and charged with 
disorderly conduct.

Jan. 9: A 33-year-old Mount Kisco man 

was arrested at 8:25 p.m. and charged with 
third-degree assault and endangering the 
welfare of a child for kicking an eight-
year-old boy while he was playing in the 
snow on Lexington Avenue.

Jan. 11: Report of a disruptive individual 
at a Stewart Place residence at 3:54 a.m. A 
resident's girlfriend was intoxicated but 
wanted to leave and drive herself home to 
South Salem. The boyfriend convinced his 
girlfriend to remain. Matter adjusted.

Pleasantville Police Department
Jan. 4: A Foxwood Condominium 

resident reported at headquarters at 10:52 
a.m. that she witnessed a male subject 
who may not live in the complex placing 
garbage in a dumpster. When the resident 
approached the man, he replied "I live in 
Pleasantville and can dump my garbage 
wherever I want. If you have a problem, 

go to the police." The woman took down 
the subject's license plate number, which 
was traced by police to a 60-year-old 
Great Oak Lane resident. He stated that 
he believed since it was a village dumpster 
and he has a relative living at Foxwood he 
didn't do anything illegal.

Jan. 7: Report of a larceny at 2:50 p.m. A 
56-year-old village resident stated that his 
2010 Honda Accord was parked near his 
home on Manville Road, and sometime 
between 10 a.m. on Jan. 6 and 10:15 a.m. 
on this date, someone entered his vehicle. 
Missing was $75 worth of Red Lobster gift 
cards, a blue tooth valued at about $100, 
his car's registration and the car's bill of 
sale and finance records.

Jan. 8: A Lenox Avenue man reported 
at 8:44 p.m. that his ex-wife was making 
annoying phone calls and texts. The man 
was advised that the calls and texts do not 

reach the level of harassment.

North Castle Police Department
Jan. 4: A complainant reported at 

headquarters at 2:53 p.m. that he is 
worried about an ex-girlfriend due to 
comments she has been making on social 
media. Witness depositions were secured.

Jan. 4: At 7:58 p.m., report of an erratic 
and possibly drunk driver on Route 22 
who was operating a tan Honda. The 
operator was not drunk but was warned 
about his aggressive driving.

Jan. 5: A Whippoorwill Road East 
resident reported at 3:45 p.m. a possibly 
rabid raccoon on her front porch 
scratching at her door.

Jan. 7: A complainant flagged down an 
officer on Old Orchard Street at 8:21 a.m. 
to report steel having been stolen from 
location.

P’ville Planning: Toll Brothers Condos, More Burns’ Screens Discussed
By Janine Bowen

Several new projects appear set to  
move forward following a Pleasantville 
Planning Commission meeting last 
Wednesday night. 

Toll Brothers’ proposed 68-unit 
condominium proposal for Washington 
Avenue was again presented to the board, 
which reviewed the applicant’s petition for 
zoning text changes.

The commission had no objections to 
proposed changes, but did voice concern 
with certain items included in the petition, 

said Pleasantville Building Inspector 
Michael Testa. This included questions 
about the possibility of sidewalks in front 
of the property on Washington Avenue 
and  providing recreational services on 
site.  

Toll Brothers is expected to review 
the commission’s comments. A revised 
petition will be voted on by the village 
board before site plan review, Testa said.

The commission also reviewed a request 
by the Jacob Burns Film Center to add two 
micro theaters on the third floor of its 

existing facility. While the proposal is still 
being reviewed, the board will examine 
the impact the additional theaters could 
have on area traffic patterns.

In order to address traffic concerns, film 
center management may need to amend 
its brochures to inform patrons of parking 
regulations. Having someone direct traffic 
near the site during peak times may also 
be needed.

Jacob Burns representatives are 
requesting the village board dedicate two 
parking spaces in front of the theater for 

drop-offs to limit interference with traffic. 
Last week, the commission approved 

Athletes Warehouse, a new sports 
performance and fitness training center 
on Tomkins Avenue. Construction is 
expected to begin in a few weeks, once 
architectural designs are developed and 
approved by the board. 

Artistry Dance Project, a dance studio 
proposed for Tompkins Avenue, was 
discussed as well. The commission could 
vote on the application as early as its next 
meeting on Jan. 22, Testa said.
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By Colette Connolly
Building the ultimate backyard golf 

green is what Michael Lehrer has been 
doing since 1995, satisfying the desires of 
the golf enthusiast, the corporate executive 
who wants to practice his or her swing or 
helping homeowners increase the value of 
their property. 

It’s an unusual business, to be sure. 
When people think of golf greens, most 
are likely to picture larger courses. But a 
home green, with tee boxes and even sand 
traps, is often off the radar.

Curiously enough, Lehrer, a New Jersey 
native, never cared for the sport growing 
up. Only after a neighbor asked if he would 
accompany him to some of the area’s local 
golf courses did he take a real interest.

“I became obsessed with it after that,” 
Lehrer said. 

In his Armonk home, Lehrer, an avid 
collector, has lots of golf memorabilia 
hanging from the walls, including a large 
collection of clubs, some dating to the 

1920s, and prints showing the sport’s 
origins in America.

But it is his company, Home Green 
Advantage, where his real passion lies. 
Installing two greens, a sand trap and 
several tee boxes on his two-acre property 
was the project that started it all. 

Originally a CPA, Lehrer temporarily 
maintained his accounting practice until 
the business took off. It was almost an 
immediate success, as he secured local 
clients throughout Westchester. 

“Owning your own personal putting 
green affords you the luxury of practicing 
your short game whenever you desire,” 
explained Lehrer. “If you’re a serious 
golfer, HGA can create a custom golf 
green for you, with multiple tee shots in 
various locations around your property 
for an added challenge.” 

In addition to offering years of 
enjoyment, it’s also a great way to improve 
one’s game without driving long distances 
to a golf range, he noted.  

Since establishing the company, Lehrer 
has worked on hundreds of projects that 
have included large-scale putting greens 
and even par 3s for the palatial property 
owner. He has also built smaller, more 
practical greens that can be laid out in a 
space as small as a few hundred square 
feet. He has even installed them in 
basements.

But creating a putting green, golf green, 
tee line or larger course is no small job. An 
average green might cost between $15,000 
and $20,000 and take up to a week to 
install, while smaller jobs cost less.

Lehrer, who said he has a natural affinity 
for building things, was quick at the start 
to bring in professionals familiar with golf 
green installation, including shapers, turf 
experts, irrigation specialists, architects 

and landscapers with experience on larger 
projects. 

The actual construction is what Lehrer 
described as the “heavy duty” part of 
his work. While he sometimes rents 
machinery or may hire a labor-ready 
company to help with jobs in other states, 
Lehrer does much of the work himself, 
treating each client as though he was 
installing the green on his own property. 
Lehrer currently owns several pieces of 
machinery that he uses regularly. 

“You know, a lot of people might think 
this is like laying down a piece of carpet,” 
said Lehrer. “But it’s not like that at all. In 
fact, this business is like any other trade, 
one that requires an incredible amount of 
skill.”  

Lehrer has also created greens 
for commercial clients, such as the 
Metropolitan Golf Association in Elmsford 
and the Golf Club at Manhattan’s Chelsea 
Piers. He also built a golf green at Fox 
News headquarters in New York City and 
at indoor training facilities throughout 
the metropolitan area.

In the past few years, Lehrer has been 
involved in various promotional events, 
building greens of various sizes for 
fundraisers, silent auctions, hole-in-one 
contests, product launches and trade 
shows. 

To find out more about Home 
Green Advantage, call 800-788-8889 
for a free consultation or visit www.
homegreenadvantage.com.

Conveniently located in the center  of Westchester County

 FULL SERVICE DEALERSHIPS
Sales  •   Service  •   Parts   •   Body Shop  •   Rentals

PLEASANTVILLE FORD  •  (914) 769-1800

PRESTIGE IMPORTS  •  (914) 769-5100
44/47 Pleasantville Road • Pleasantville, NY

Conveniently located in the center  of Westchester County

FULL SERVICE DEALERSHIPS

ser·vice  (sûrvis)  n.
1. the action of helping or doing work for someone 2. an act 
of assistance 3. assistance or advice given to customers 
before and after the sale of goods.
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Present this ad for a 
20% Discount on your next framing project.

what a difference frame makes!

We sure have some crazy frames here at Framings. 
Fish, piano keys, trees, houses,wavy lines or 

stripes we’ve got them all.
Use any one of these frames and you’ll see,

Michael lehrer, the owner of  home Green 
advantage.
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We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Martin Wilbur at mwilbur@theexaminernews.com.com.

Tuesday, Jan. 14
Lego Club. For children in grades 3-6. 

Chappaqua Public Library, 195 S. Greeley 
Ave., Chappaqua. 4 p.m. Free. Also Jan. 21 
and 28. Registration: 914-238-4779.

Manhattanville College School of 
Graduate and Professional Studies 
Business Info Session. This session 
will provide an overview of graduate 
programs offered and what to expect 
when applying and enrolled.   Hear from 
program directors, current students and 
the admissions team about the newly 
redesigned and expanded master’s degrees 
and advanced certificates in various areas 
of study. Reid Castle at Manhattanville 
College, 2900 Purchase St., Purchase. 6 to 
7:30 p.m. Free.  RSVP required. Info and 
RSVP: 914-323-5150, visit   www.mville.
eduor email  GPSadmissions@mville.edu.

Salsa Dance Classes. Learn to dance 
Salsa club style. No partner necessary. 
Level 1. Addie-Tude Performing Arts 
Center, 42 Memorial Plaza, Pleasantville. 
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. $15 a class. $29 for 
four classes. $55 for eight classes. Every 
Tuesday. Level 2 on Fridays. Info: 917-
215-1720, email AddietudeDance@gmail.
com or visit www.Addie-tude.com. 

Farm to Table Book Discussion 
Group. “Jayber Crow” by Wendell Berry 
will be discussed. Led by food author 
Carol Durst. Chappaqua Public Library, 
195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 7 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-238-4779 or www.
chappaqualibrary.org.

Open Book Discussion. “Transatlantic” 
by Colum McCann will be discussed. 
Led by Westchester Community College 
Adjunct Professor Christine Bobkoff. Ask 
for a copy of the book at the information 
desk. Chappaqua Public Library, 195 
S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 7:30 p.m. 
Free. Info: 914-238-4779 or www.
chappaqualibrary.org.

Book Club. The Women Reading 
Women Book Club will discuss “The 
Last Runaway” by Tracy Chevalier. New 
members welcome. Copies of the book 
available at the circulation desk. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. Free. Info: 
914-769-0548.

Wednesday, Jan. 15
Knitting Group. Hats for our 

servicemen and women overseas and 
other ongoing projects for care centers 
and hospitals. Clinton Street Center, 1A 
Clinton St., Pleasantville. 9:30 to 11:30 
a.m. Free. Meets every Monday and 
Wednesday. Info: 914-769-2021.

Baby Time. A fun interactive lap sit 
story time. Includes songs, rhymes and 
a few very short stories to give babies 
an opportunity to socialize and parents 
a time to share. Recommended for 
newborns through 12 months old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford 
Rd., Pleasantville. 10 to 10:20 a.m. Free. 
Every Monday and Wednesday in January 
(except Jan. 20). Info: 914-769-0548 or 
www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Toddler Time. Uses finger plays, action 
rhymes, songs and stories to encourage an 
enjoyment of books and to stimulate early 
listening skills, learning and speaking 
skills. Recommended for children one 
to two and a half years old. Mount 
Pleasant Public Library, 350 Bedford 
Rd., Pleasantville. 10:30 to 11 a.m. Free. 
Every Monday, Wednesday and Friday in 
January (except Jan. 20). Info: 914-769-
0548 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Author Talk. “Dying: A Guide to a 
More Peaceful Death” will be discussed. 
This book answers questions people have 
for such a powerful cycle of life. You are 
given steps to follow, which includes the 
most important issues, questions to ask 
the doctor and tools to find peace, comfort 
and acceptance at such a difficult time. 
Chappaqua Public Library, 195 S. Greeley 
Ave., Chappaqua. 11 a.m. Free. Info: 914-
238-4779 or www.chappaqualibrary.org.

Preschool Story Time. An interactive 
story time using picture books, songs, 
finger plays, action rhymes and other 
activities to encourage the enjoyment 
of books and language. Recommended 
for children two and a half to five years 
old. Mount Pleasant Public Library, 350 
Bedford Rd., Pleasantville. 11 to 11:30 
a.m. Free. Every Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday in January (except Jan. 
20). Info: 914-769-0276 or www.
mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Senior Benefits Information Center. 
Counselors offer older adults one-on-
one counseling covering a broad range 
of topics including Medicare health and 
prescription plans, food stamps, HEAP, 
EPIC, weatherization, minor home repair 
and tax relief programs.  Mount Kisco 
Public Library, 100 Main St., Mount Kisco. 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Free. Every Wednesday. 
Info: 914-231-3260.

Learn Sudarshan Kriya (Breathing 
Techniques). Breathing techniques 
eliminate stress and tension and 
provide tools to handle your mind and 
negative emotions. Dr. Sarita Patel will 
lead participants through a guided 
meditation.  Chappaqua Public Library, 

195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 7 
p.m. Free. Info: 914-238-4779 or www.
chappaqualibrary.org.

Thursday, Jan. 16
Let Your Yoga Dance Classes. The 

popular Kripalu noon dance class is now 
in Chappaqua! Combines easy dance, 
gentle yoga and great music. Come join 
this noncompetitive, heart pumping and 
joyful experience. Drop-ins welcome. 
Dance Emotions, 75 S. Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua.10 a.m. $20 per 75 min. class. 
Every Tuesday and Thursday. Info: 914-
238-8974 or email  claudiayogadance@
gmail.com.

Toddler Time. Uses finger plays, action 
rhymes, songs and stories to encourage an 
enjoyment of books and to stimulate early 
listening skills, learning and speaking 
skills. Mount Pleasant Public Library, 125 
Lozza Drive, Valhalla. 10:30 to 11 a.m. 
Free. Recommended for children one to 
two and a half years old. Every Tuesday 
and Thursday. Info: 914-741-0276 or 
www.mountpleasantlibrary.org.

Preschool Story Time. An interactive 
story time using picture books, songs, 
finger plays, action rhymes and other 
activities to encourage the enjoyment 
of books and language. Mount Pleasant 
Public Library, 125 Lozza Drive., Valhalla 
11 to 11:30 a.m. Free. Recommended for 
children two and a half to five years old. 
Every Tuesday and Thursday. Info: 914-
741-0276 or www.mountpleasantlibrary.
org.

Yiddish Vinkle. Yiddish speakers (or 
dabblers) enjoy Yiddish poetry, current 
events, short stories, humor, songs, music 
and great camaraderie. Rosenthal JCC, 
600 Bear Ridge Rd., Pleasantville. 1 to 3 
p.m. $6 suggested donation. Meets every 
Thursday. Info: 914-741-0333 ext. 24 or 
visit  www.rosenthaljcc.org.

Multilingual Mother Goose. Learn 
and share songs and rhymes in other 
languages. For children birth to five 
years old; with an adult. Chappaqua 
Public Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua. 2:30 p.m. Free. Meets every 
Thursday. Registration required. Info and 
registration: 914-238-4779.

Dinosaur Discovery. For young 
paleontologists four to six years old. 
Chappaqua Public Library, 195 S. Greeley 
Ave., Chappaqua. 4 p.m. Free. Registration 
required. Info and registration: 914-238-
4779.

Like Owls? Trudy Battaly presents 
this program and includes a brief 

presentation by Anna Roberto, the Saw 
Mill River Audubon’s 2013 Larry Light 
Youth Scholarship winner about her 
owl research in Minnesota this past fall. 
Followed by a brief listening walk for owls 
outside. Rockefeller State Park Preserve, 
125 Phelps Way, Pleasantville. 7 p.m. 
Free. Info: 914-666-6503 or visit www.
sawmillaudubonorg.

Friday, Jan. 17
Zumba Gold. Try this low-impact 

approach to  Zumba  for the older active 
adult and baby boomer with the same 
sassy, sweaty, fun-filled cardio workout in 
an easy learning environment. Ongoing 
classes; drop-ins welcome. Addie-tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza, Pleasantville. 11:15 a.m. to 12:15 
p.m. $12. Four- and eight-week cards 
available. Meets every Friday. Info: 914-
747-0808 or email instructor at  olin.
amyj@gmail.com.

Turquoise Day. Celebrate Teen Zone 
spirit by wearing turquoise and making 
turquoise-colored crafts. Snacks of 
another color included. For students in 
grades 7-12. Chappaqua Public Library, 
195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 3:30 to 
4:30 p.m. Free. Info: 914-238-4779 or 
www.chappaqualibrary.org.

Magic: The Gathering. Stop in to play 
or learn this popular card game. For 
students in grades 7-12. Chappaqua Public 
Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 
3:30 to 4:30 p.m. Free. Info: 914-238-4779 
or www.chappaqualibrary.org.

Zumba Fitness Class. Addie-Tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza (lower level), Pleasantville. 5:30 
to 6:30 p.m. $15 a class. $29 for four 
classes. $55 for eight classes. Meets 
every Friday. Info: 917-215-1720, email 
AddietudeDance@gmail.com or visit 
www.Addie-tude.com. 

Menus in the Movies: “Restaurateur.” 
Led by food author and film buff 
Carol Durst.   Homemade desserts and 
discussion to follow. Chappaqua Public 
Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave, Chappaqua. 
7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-238-4779 or www.
chappaqualibrary.org.

Saturday, Jan. 18
Pleasantville Farmers Market. 

The market is back indoors and even 
better than last year, with more winter-
grown produce, meats, breads, cheeses, 
prepared foods and all the goodies you 
know and love. Pleasantville Middle 
School, 40 Romer Ave., Pleasantville. 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Info: Visit www.
pleasantvillefarmersmarket.org.
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Pace University Director of Athletics 
Mark Brown announced last week the 
hiring of Andrew Rondeau as the head 
coach for the Pace football program 
effective immediately. Rondeau is the 
seventh head coach in the history of the 
program. 

“Today we start a new era of Pace 
football history,” Brown said. “I am so 
pleased to be able to welcome Coach 
Rondeau to Pace. He has a resume rich 
with both Division I and Division II 
experience and fully embraces the role a 
quality football program plays on a college 
campus. His energy, enthusiasm and work 
ethic is exactly what our football program 
needs.” 

Rondeau comes to Pace from the College 
of the Holy Cross where he served as the 
defensive coordinator and defensive backs 
coach the past two seasons. At Holy Cross, 
he was also responsible for organizing 
community service initiatives for the 
football team and assisted with recruiting.

Rondeau replaces Chris Dapolito, who 

coached Pace for five years compiling a 
1-38 record.

Prior to Holy Cross, Rondeau was part 
of restarting the football program at Old 
Dominion University where he was the 

defensive coordinator and linebackers 
coach from 2007 to 2011. During his time 
there, Rondeau helped lead the team to 
an overall record of 27-8 in his final three 
seasons, with the school earning its first-
ever bid to the NCAA FCS Playoffs in 
2011. Four players from his defense earned 
All-Colonial Athletic Association honors 
during the 2011 campaign. 

Old Dominion also ranked second in 
the CAA in both quarterback sacks and 
takeaways that season, while standing 
third in the conference in rushing defense. 
In 2010, Rondeau’s defense ranked 11th 
in the nation in tackles for loss and 19th 
in quarterback sacks. In the first season 
of varsity play in 2009, Rondeau’s defense 
ranked eighth in the country in takeaways. 
His first two seasons at Old Dominion 
(2007 and 2008) were spent building the 
program from the ground up, prior to the 
team’s first season of varsity competition in 
2009.

Rondeau has also had stops at the 
University of Maine, University of Buffalo, 

University of Tennessee-Martin, North 
Dakota State University, University of 
Pittsburgh and Northeastern University. 

“It is with great pleasure and enthusiasm 
that I accept the position of head football 
coach at Pace University,” Rondeau said. 
“Based on the leadership of Mark Brown 
in the athletic department and the master 
plan for the Pleasantville Campus it is 
clearly an exciting and new time at Pace.  I 
am thrilled to do my part and lead this 
football program to new heights. I can’t 
wait to meet our current players and see 
what they are all about as well as begin 
recruiting new players. Together we will 
find a way to get it done.”

Rondeau earned his bachelor’s degree 
in English from Syracuse in 1991. He and 
his wife, Tiffany, have two sons, Ryan and 
Jack, and two daughters, Alison and Kiley.

Pace University is an NCAA Division II 
member of the Northeast-10 Conference 
that sponsors 12 intercollegiate sports and 
will be adding women’s lacrosse and field 
hockey as varsity sports in 2015. 

Pace Football Introduces New Head Football Coach

andrew rondeau was named Pace’s new head 
football coach last week.

Ke
vi

n 
Ka

ne
 &

 t
he

 G
ri

ft
er

s Find out what the 
Indigo Girls already 

know about The 
Grifter's new album, 

Dangerous World 
–"Songs that stick 

like glue with a 
voice I can't get 

enough of." 
- Emily Saliers of the 

Indigo Girls 

Call 914-403-7053 for information on purchasing the album or visit bcmtunes.com

Available on I-tunes 
and Amazon.com

Hudson Chorale Coming to Pleasantville Jan. 25-26 for Concert
Hudson Chorale, Westchester’s largest 

mixed chorus, will open its fourth season 
on Saturday and Sunday, Jan. 25 and 26 
at 3 p.m. at the Pleasantville Presbyterian 
Church with a moving and uplifting 
concert of choral works by American 
composers who looked to American poets 

for their inspiration. 
Poets to be featured include Robert 

Frost, Walt Whitman and Elizabeth 
Bishop.  Composers include Randall 
Thompson, Normal Dello Joio and David 
Brunner. 

Following the concert, the audience 

is invited to join the performers for an 
informal reception, a long-standing 
Hudson Chorale tradition. Chorus 
members bring the food and drink, 
audience members bring their enthusiasm. 
Everyone is invited.  

Tickets are $25 and $10 for students 

and can be purchased at the door or in 
advance by calling 914-462-3212, or by 
visitingwww.hudsonchorale.org.  

The Pleasantville Presbyterian 
Church is located at 400 Bedford Rd. in 
Pleasantville. Handicapped parking is 
available and conveniently located.
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Saturday Bird Seed Sale. The sale 
supports the local conservation work 
of Saw Mill River Audubon. Bird seed 
descriptions and prices available on the 
organization’s website. Pruyn Sanctuary, 
275 Millwood Rd., Chappaqua. 9:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. Info: 914-666-6503 or visit 
www.sawmillaudubon.org

Chappaqua Library Bridge and 
Scrabble Club Guided Play and 
Instruction. Match wits with former 
library board trustee Stan Kurzban. Bridge 
is not for beginners; singles, pairs and 
small groups welcome. All levels welcome 
for Scrabble. Chappaqua Public Library, 
195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 10 a.m. 
Free. Also each Saturday in February. Info: 
914-238-4779 or www.chappaqualibrary.
org.  

World Cup Open House. Get a taste 
of all World Cup Gymnastics has to offer. 
There will be a fun exhibition, then the 
gym will be opened to all youngsters up 
to 14 years old. Refreshments available. 
World Cup Gymnastics, 170 Hunts 
Lane, Chappaqua. 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. 
Free. Info: 914-238-4967  or visit www.
worldcupgymnastics.com.

Treasures From the Attic. The Teatown 
attic has many natural history treasures: 
taxidermy mounts, rocks, seashells, bones 
and furs that seldom get seen. We’ll bring 
down a treasure chest of finds to investigate 

and identify. Participants are welcome to 
bring in their own natural finds to share. 
All welcome. Teatown Lake Reservation, 
1600 Spring Valley Rd, Ossining. 1 to 2 
p.m. Members: Free. Non-members: $5. 
Pre-registration required. Info and pre-
registration: 914-762-2912 ext. 110.

Wildlife in Winter. This entertaining 
and informative program allows visitors to 
hear, see and touch many fascinating furry, 
feathered and scaly friends. For children 
five years old and up. Greenburgh Nature 
Center, 99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 2 p.m. 
Members: $5. Non-members: $8. Info:  
www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Saturday Specials. A program for 
special needs kids and their families. 
Stories, songs, sensory activities and 
schmoozing. For all ages. Chappaqua 
Public Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., 
Chappaqua. 2 p.m. Free. Registration 
required Info and registration: 914-238-
4779.

Nagmén Choir Concert. This 
Argentinean group, one of the world’s 
premier versatile choirs, will be in concert. 
The choir is in the U.S. at the invitation of 
Carnegie Hall and will also be performing 
at Lincoln Center. Presbyterian Church 
of Pleasantville, 400 Bedford Rd., 
Pleasantville. 7 p.m. Free. Info: 914-769-
1559 or visit www.emanuelelc.org.

Argentine Tango Dances. Great music 
and dancing on a 3,500-square-foot dance 
floor. Enjoy a pleasant time with friends. 
Refreshments served. Broadway 26 
Dance, 26 Broadway, Hawthorne. 8 p.m. 
to midnight. $16. Also the first Sunday of 
each month from 3 to 6 p.m. $12. Info: 
914-725-3023 or 914-484-5101 or e-mail  
sampelayo@optonline.net.

Sunday, Jan. 19
Church Service. St. John’s Episcopal 

Church, 8 Sunnyside Ave., Pleasantville. 
Rite I Holy Eucharist at 8 a.m. Rite III, 
a service geared toward families with 
young children at 9:15 a.m. Rite II Choral 
Service Holy Eucharist at 10:45 a.m. Every 
Sunday. Info: 914-769-0053.

Teaching Trails: A Community 
Path for Environmental Education. 
Join guided trail experience through 
the woodland forest. Discover who left 
that track, which tree makes the best 
animal home or which plant makes 
its own heat to help melt through the 
late winter ice.  Program runs about 30 
minutes. Greenburgh Nature Center, 
99 Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 11:30 a.m. 
Free. Meets every Sunday. Info:  www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

The Guitar in America. Peter Griggs 
concentrates on the unique styles of 
American guitar music, including 
traditional finger-picking, ragtime, blues, 

jazz and popular song. Chappaqua Public 
Library, 195 S. Greeley Ave., Chappaqua. 
3 p.m. Free. Info: 914-238-4779 or www.
chappaqualibrary.org.

Monday, Jan. 20
Veterans Roundtable. Informal 

discussion and camaraderie among 
members and public service projects. 
Clinton Street Center, 1A Clinton St., 
Pleasantville. 1 to 2 p.m. Free. Meets every 
Monday. Info: 914-769-2021.

Winter Water. Go on an easy hike to 
our pond to explore if, and what, is going 
on beneath the surface. You just might be 
surprised. Greenburgh Nature Center, 99 
Dromore Rd., Scarsdale. 2 pm. Members: 
$5. Non-members: $8. Info:  www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Belly Dancing Class. Stretch and tone 
your body while you learn this ancient 
and beautiful feminine art. Addie-Tude 
Performing Arts Center, 42 Memorial 
Plaza, Pleasantville. 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. $15 
a class. $29 for four classes. $55 for eight 
classes. Every Monday. Info: 917-215-
1720, email AddietudeDance@gmail.com 
or visit www.Addie-tude.com. 

Marijuana Anonymous Meeting. St. 
John’s Episcopal Church, 8 Sunnyside 
Ave., Pleasantville. 7:30 p.m. Meets every 
Monday. Info: Contact Erica Itzkowitz at  
EricaItzkowitz@gmail.com.

continued from page 18

Sports on Film Documentary Series Returns to Jacob Burns
By Neal Rentz

Movie lovers who are thinking about 
attending the return of the Jacob Burns 
Film Center's "We Got Game: Sports on 
Film" will see none of the most popular 
sports-themed movies over the past couple 
of generations.

There will be no be "Field of Dreams," 
"Rocky" or "Slap Shot" screened at the 
Pleasantville theater during the next 
month.

Those who do attend the nine-film series, 
which is scheduled to begin this Thursday 
night, will see documentaries that explore 
little-known issues or people. Think of it as 
topics that might be addressed on HBO's 
"Real Sports" or ESPN's "Outside the 
Lines" but geared for the big screen.

Some of the subjects tackled include 
college sports, child golfers, table tennis 
and snowboarding.  

The series, which returns after a hiatus 
of a few years, was programmed by Gina 
Duncan, administrator for programming 
and special guests, and programmer 
Andrew Jupin. Duncan said the features 
selected for the upcoming series “are a little 
to the left” as compared to mainstream 
fictional sports movies, she said.

Films include “The Short Game" on Jan. 
20, about seven-year-old golfers playing 

in a tournament; “Ping Pong, Never Too 
Old to Gold,” about 80-and-up table tennis 
enthusiasts participating in a tournament 
(Jan. 29); and “The Art of Flight: 3D” about 
snowboarders (Feb. 2).

This Thursday's opening night screening 
will be “Schooled: The Price of College 
Sports.” Following its presentation, a 
question-and-answer session will be held 
featuring former Major League player 
and manager Bobby Valentine and the 
current athletic director at Sacred Heart 
University. Also on hand will be the film's 

executive producer, Andrew Muscato, and 
ESPN investigative reporter T.J. Quinn.

Following the Feb. 10 screening of 
“Branca’s Pitch,” former Brooklyn Dodgers 
pitcher Ralph Branca and Muscato, the 
documentary’s director, will also take part 
in a question- and-answer session. Branca, 
now 88 and a Mount Vernon native, was 
a 20-game winner in 1947, but has been 
dogged his entire life for serving up the 
pitch to New York Giant Bobby Thomson 
that won the 1951 National League 
pennant for Brooklyn's bitter cross-town 
rival.

Duncan said interspersing the post-
screening interviews has been a signature 
feature for the Jacob Burns. 

“It’s definitely something we do a lot of 
at the Burns,” she said. Without the formal 
discussion sessions, those who have seen 
films would be “clogging up the lobby” to 
talk about them.  

All of the documentaries in the series, 
with the exception of “Weekend of a 
Champion,” were released between 2011 
and 2013. “Weekend of a Champion,” 
a documentary about race car great 
Jackie Stewart preparing for the 1971  
Monaco Grand Prix, was not publicly 
screened until last year's Cannes Film 
Festival, Jupin noted.

The series will conclude on Feb. 19 with 
a presentation of “Armstrong’s Lie,” 

Alex Gibney’s film about controversial 
cyclist Lance Armstrong. Jupin said the 
director pursues Armstrong, demanding 
an interview because he was unhappy 
about being lied to about his use of banned 
substances when he was competing in 
Tour de France competitions.

The Jacob Burns Film Center is located 
at 364 Manville Rd. in Pleasantville. For 
more information on the schedule and 
for tickets, call 914-747-5555 or visit 
burnsfilmcenter.org.

ralph branca, shown above during his playing 
days with the brooklyn Dodgers, is the subject of  
“branca’s Pitch,” which will be screened on Feb. 
10 as part of  the Jacob burns Film Center’s We 
Got Game: sports on Film series.

lance armstrong is the subject of  the 
documentary “armstrong’s lie,” the closing 
night feature of  the Jacob burns Film Center’s 
We Got Game: sports on Film series on Feb. 19.
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Owls All Around: Airports, Irruptions and Hunting Harry’s Hedwig
By Brian Kluepfel

The nocturnal, solitary and stealthy owl 
has both fascinated and repulsed humans 
for millennia and has come to symbolize 
many different things: harbinger of death, 
carrier of wisdom, messenger to the spirit 
world, even fortune in battle. 

But most recently, in the eyes of the Port 
Authority of New York & New Jersey, owls 
came to symbolize danger to the airplanes 
of John F. Kennedy International Airport. 
The agency began to shoot and kill Snowy 
Owls in December after one was sucked 
into the engines of a departing jet.

A public hue and cry led to an immediate 
stoppage of the shootings, and a friendlier 
trap-and-release program, similar to the 
one at Boston’s Logan Airport, is now in 
place. This was thanks to an online and 
telephone onslaught from conservationists 

who saw a better approach to keeping 
Harry Potter’s buddies off the runways. 

This winter has seen an irruption, or 
mass migration, of Snowy Owls to areas 
where they are not commonly seen, and 
New York is part of the phenomenon. JFK, 
Jones Beach and Edith Read Sanctuary in 
Rye are among the sites where this large, 
strikingly white predator has been spotted. 

Saw Mill River Audubon, in conjunction 
with the Bronx River-Sound Shore 
Audubon Society, is hosting an owlish duo 
of events this week in honor of this beautiful 
creature of the night. On Thursday at 
Rockefeller Park, a presentation by two owl 
experts from the Bronx-Sound Shore, as 
well as a high school senior from Croton-
Harmon High School, will highlight the 
studies of the tiny Northern Saw-whet Owl 
here in New York and in Minnesota. 

On Saturday, Trudy Battally and Drew 
Penko will lead a group on an annual 

“owl prowl” through sites where the birds 
are most likely to be seen. (One good 
possibility is the dunes of Jones Beach, 
where as many as six Snowys have been 
seen in one day this winter already.) The 
three resident Westchester County species-
-Great Horned Owl, Eastern Screech Owl 
and Barred Owl--are also in the group’s 
sights. 

Battally, who has been banding and 
studying owl populations in the tri-state 
area for more than three decades, said 
“Owls are at the top of food chain, so they 
are predictors of what goes on in rest of 
world.” 

She is currently investigating how the 
local acorn production may affect the 
local mice population, and thus affect the 
number of owls in the area.

 “The Saw-whets depend on mice, and 
mice depend on acorns, so at the bottom 
of the food pyramid we need lots of 
producers,” Battally said.

Battally and Penko have been studying 
the Northern Saw-whets of Pelham Bay 
Park for several years now, but Anna 
Roberto, a senior at Croton-Harmon 
High School, had the opportunity to study 
Saw-whets and more on her October trip 
to the Hawk Ridge Migration Center 
in Duluth, Minn. The five-day journey 
was underwritten by the Larry Light 
Scholarship, granted annually by Saw Mill 
River Audubon to a deserving student 
or students who are studying birds. In 
Roberto’s case, she wrote a paper on the 
affects of luminosity, or cycles of the 
moon, on owl migration. But visiting the 

great north opened her eyes to a much 
larger phenomenon. 

“It was really great to see other owls, 
too,” said Roberto. “I had never seen a 
Long-eared or a Barred Owl before.” 

Growing up under the tutelage of her 
father, Charlie, a well-known local bird 
enthusiast, may have had something to do 
with Roberto’s early fascination with birds, 
and she began banding owls as a small 
child. At the banding station in Duluth, 
she got to see crucial data collected in a site 
where hundreds of owls may be captured 
in a single day, due to its locus on the 
Mississippi flyway. Situated on the western 
extreme of Lake Superior, Hawk Ridge 
may often be the first stopover point for 
migratory birds crossing the Great Lakes 
into the U.S. 

While walking the site each night, 
checking the nets for owls, Roberto also 
observed something indescribably cute. 

“The (fist-sized) Saw-whets will actually 
fall asleep in your hand when you’re 
holding them for the banding,” she said. 
Whereas the Barred Owls made their 
displeasure known. “They were not very 
happy,” said Roberto.

The study of “the wise old owl” by 
researchers like Battally, Panko and 
Roberto may indeed bring us humans 
some wisdom and a greater awareness of 
our environment. And they may be the 
demonic harbinger of death, but instead 
teach us how to better preserve all forms of 
life on planet Earth. 

Pleasantville resident Brian Kluepfel is on 
the board of the Saw Mill River Audubon.

a saw Whet owl, one type of  owl that will be 
discussed at a program thursday night at the 
rockefeller state Park Preserve in Pleasantville.

What: Saw Mill River Audubon 
Presents: Owls

Where: Rockefeller State Park, 
Route 117

When: Thursday, Jan. 16, 
7 to 9 p.m. 

This program is free, but the visitor 
center is limited to 40 persons. 

Follow up “Owl Prowl” is on 
Saturday, Jan. 18. Sites to be 

determined this week by leaders;  
pre-registration is required. 

Info: Visit www.
sawmillriveraudubon.org

St. Matthew’s Celebrates 41st Year of Art Show: Bedford
The 41st Annual Art Show: Bedford 

will again focus on contemporary 
and affordable art, including original 
paintings, sculpture and photography 
created by local artists. 

The artwork is displayed in the beautiful 
venue of the Fellowship Hall at St. 
Matthew’s Church. Throughout the years, 
the Women of St. Matthew’s Church have 
helped people throughout the community 
by donating the art show earnings to at 
least 21 charities. 

The 2014 Art Show: Bedford co-chairs 
are Laura Blau of Bedford and Laurie 
Sturz of Pound Ridge. 

“It is very gratifying that Art Show: 
Bedford has attracted a wide audience 
from the local community,” Blau said. 
“One of the things I enjoy most during the 
run of the exhibition is seeing new faces 
and how people respond to the wonderful 
space of Fellowship Hall. I also feel that 
the quality of art and photography in Art 
Show: Bedford is truly impressive and 
affordable, so we can appeal to people who 
are beginning to collect as well as those 
who wish to add to their collections.”

The show kicks off with a Gala Preview 
Party on Friday, Jan. 24, from 6:30 to 9 
p.m. The party features champagne and 

passed hors d’oeuvres by Table of Bedford 
Hills, along with “small plates” graciously 
donated by The Bedford Post and 
Happiness Is, with desserts by La Tulipe. 

The exhibition sale continues on 
Saturday, Jan. 25, from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
and on Sunday, Jan. 26, from 12 to 4 p.m.

Susan Grissom, gallery director at the 

Lionheart Gallery in Pound 
Ridge, and parishioner Leslie 
Henshaw of Waccabuc are the 
show curators. On Saturday, 
there will be a Children’s 
art workshop led by artist 
Denise Minnerly from 12 to 
3 p.m., with children creating 
watercolor bookmarks. 
Minnerly will also bring 
copies of her children’s books 
to be signed. 

On Sunday, artist Kathleen 
Griffin will make an 
appearance from 12 to 3 p.m. 
to explain and sell drawings of 
her ongoing public art project 
“Butterflies of Memory.” 
Griffin plans to mount 17 
giant gold butterflies atop 
the ruins of the Small Pox 
Hospital on Roosevelt Island, 
a scene that will be visible to 
millions of New Yorkers. An 

exhibit of her work continues through 
Sunday, Feb. 2 at the Lionheart Gallery in 
Pound Ridge.

Art Show: Bedford is the major annual 
fundraising event sponsored by the 
Women of St. Matthew’s Church. Last 

year, through the generous proceeds 
from the art show, the Women of St. 
Matthew’s were able to contribute to the 
following charities: A-Home, Abbott 
House, Bedford Hills Correctional 
Facility Children’s Center, the Boys & 
Girls Club, The Bridge Fund, Caring 
Circle of Hospice Care, Chaplaincy 
Committee of Northern Westchester 
Hospital, Community Center of Northern 
Westchester, Fessenden House, Hope’s 
Door, Hope’s Door Star Program, Hospice 
Care of Northern Westchester/Putnam, 
Making Headway, Mount Kisco Child 
Care Center, Mount Kisco Interfaith Food 
Pantry, My Second Home, Neighbors 
Link, Pegasus Project, SPCA, Waterside 
School and the Westchester Exceptional 
Children’s School. 

Preview party tickets are $125 per 
person; $150 at the door. Admission to the 
exhibition sale on Saturday and Sunday is 
free. 

For more information, call the church 
office at 914-234-9636 or visit  www.
stmatthewsbedford.org. This month, 
the Art Show will have its own blog at  
www.artshowbedford.wordpress.com, 
providing a visual preview of artworks in 
the show.

“Window” by Massimo Marinucci,  one of  the works expected to 
be featured at art show: bedford on Jan. 25 and 26.
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Adoption
ADOPT: The stork didn't call; we hope 
you will! Loving, happy family seeking to 
adopt baby to complete our family. Con-
tact Robin/Neil:† 866-303-0668, www.
rnladopt.info

Auctions
Buy or sell at AARauctions.com. Con-
tents of homes, businesses, vehicles and 
real estate. Bid NOW! AARauctions.com 
Lights, Camera, Auction. No longer the 
best kept secret.

divorce
DIVORCE $349 - Uncontested divorce 
papers prepared. Includes poor person 
application/waives government fees, if ap-
proved. One signature required. Separa-
tion agreements available. Make Divorce
Easy - 518-274-0380.

drivers
HOME WEEKLY & BI-WEEKLY EARN 
$900- $1200/WK Major Benefits Avail-
able. Class A-CDL & 6mos Exp. Reg. No 
Canada, HAZMAT or NYC! 877-705-
9261

Help WAnted
AIRLINE CAREERS begin here Get FAA 
approved Aviation Maintenance Techni-
cian training. Financial  aid for qualified 
students Housing available. Job placement 
assistance. Call AIM 866-296-7093

Home improvement
HAS YOUR BUILDING SHIFTED OR 
SETTLED? Contact Woodford Brothers 
Inc, for straightening, leveling, foundation 
and wood frame repairs at 1-800-OLD-
BARN. www.woodfordbros.com. "Not
applicable in Queens county"

lAnd
NYS LAND FOR SALE 8.6 Acres/$19,995 
With Financing! Beautiful Ridge Top 
Maple Forests With Evergreens, Wild Ap-
ple Trees, Babbling Brook & Major Deer 
Trails. Easy Access Off Rt 13. Minutes To
Salmon River Fishing & State Game 
Lands. Call Now: 1-800-229-7843 or 
email info@landandcamps.com

lAnd WAnted
ABANDONED NY FARM! ABSOLUTE 
SALE! JAN 25TH & 26TH! 23 Tracts! 
8ac- $19,900 15ac- $29,900  25ac- $39,900 
Next to State Land, stream, pond, incred-
ible views! House, barn! Stunning country 
setting! Call :(888) 905-8847 to register!
NewYorkLandandLakes.com

SELL YOUR NEW YORK LAND, LAND 
& CABIN, FARM or COUNTRY PROP-
ERTY. We have buyers! NY Land Quest 
Northern Division: 877-236-1117.† 
Southern Division: 877-257-0617.† nyl-
andquest.com

miscellAneous
COUPON CLIPPERS NEEDED! Trade 
extra grocery coupons for $$$$. All na-

tional brands requested. Free details, send 
stamped self-addressed envelope: CFCO 
Box 18529 Milwaukee, WI 53218

SAWMILLS from only $4897.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship. FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

music instruction
PIANO LESSONS IN YOUR HOME. 
Experienced, patient piano teacher.  I 
teach all levels and ages, beginners 
welcome. $35.  Please call Scott Pollack 
at 914-235-5416 or email spollack@
westnet.com 

out of stAte reAl estAte
SEBASTIAN, FLORIDA Affordable cus-
tom factory constructed homes $45,900+, 
Friendly community, No Real Estate or 
State Income Taxes ,minutes to† Atlantic 
Ocean. 772-581-0080, www.beach-cove.
com. Limited seasonal rentals

WAnted
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, an-
tiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry, 
books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports cards, 
etc. PLEASE CALL AARON AT 914-
654-1683 

CASH for Coins! Buying ALL Gold & Sil-
ver. Also Stamps & Paper Money, Entire 
Collections, Estates. Travel to your home. 
Call Marc in NY 1-800-959-3419

exAminer mediA Classifieds 011414

To Place a Classified Ad 
call 914-864-0878
or e-mail classifieds

@theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline
 is Thursdays at 5pm 

for the next 
week’s publication

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not
*100% Tax Deductible

100% Tax

Deductible

WheelsForWishes.org Call: (914) 468-4999

Hudson Valley

Wheels For Wishes benefiting

DONATE YOUR CAR

Over 500 Vacation Homes, 
from Duck to Corolla, 

Oceanfront to Soundfront, 
Private Pools, Hot Tubs, 

Pets and More…

rindley
each

V A C A T I O N S   &   S A L E S

Book Online at  www.brindleybeach.com
1-877-642-3224

“ S E R V I C E   F I R S T…   F U N  A LWAY S ! ”

Outer Banks, NC Vacation Homes!Outer Banks, NC Vacation Homes!

Looking for 50 Homeowners 
to Qualify for a FREE 
Home Solar System

The U.S. Government and State of New York have financial 
incentives that provide homeowners the opportunity to 
replace your electric provider with solar power.

845-694-3536

Own Your Own Home
Have a Southernly-Facing Roof
Little to No Shading
Credit Score of 680
Pay an Electric Bill

Roof Diagnostics Solar is now qualifying 50 homes for a FREE home 
solar system.  Call 845-694-3536 to see if your home qualifies!
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The Dark Side of Dealing in Food and Wine Products
The 2008 

recession has 
f i n a n c i a l l y 
impacted a 
number of 
individuals and 
families. Some are 
still feeling the 

effects of unemployment while others 
are grappling with devastated budgets 
for the basic necessities of life. For those 
still struggling, saving a few dollars on 
purchases of food can have a significant 
impact on their lifestyles. 

Conversely, the recession created 
financial opportunities for other 
Americans. From depressed values for real 
estate to a proliferation of black market 
goods, those with available funds scored 
bargains not otherwise readily available.

In the midst of these polarized worlds, 
there are entrepreneurs seeking to 
profit financially from the effects of the 
recession. During and after the recession, 

a number of crimes have been perpetrated 
as a means for personal gain. One in 
particular caught my attention--a wine 
heist in Seattle last month. My research 
revealed a number of other crimes aimed 

at consumer products, but this wine crime 
was carried out with much forethought 
and targeted a very specific audience. 

Here are a few of the oversized food 
commodity thefts that were aimed at 
a broad market during the recession: 
$120,000 of Hershey’s chocolates; 
11,000 pounds of Nutella; 
$100,000 of hamburger 
patties; 21 tons of 
cheese (unrelated to the 
hamburger heist); and 
$65,000 of chicken wings. 
It isn’t clear which of these 
crimes were solved, but it is 
fairly certain the evidence 
has disappeared into the 
black market of bargain-hunters perhaps 
seeking to maximize their food dollars.

The tale of the wine heist is a bit more 
intricate and the victims are high-end 
wine collectors. It proves, however, that 
financial status is not immune to loss of 
property.

On Thanksgiving Day, intruders broke 
into a secure wine storage facility in 
Seattle that caters to dozens of high-end 
wine collectors. Their methods were quite 
exacting, from their detailed preparations, 
to their marketing plan for the stolen 
wines, to their cover-up plan. In all, 
they stole over 200 cases of wine valued 
at $648,000, a lofty average of $259 per 
bottle. 

The thieves worked for 13 hours and 
made nine trips to remove the wine. What 
about security during that time? The 
security cameras were spray-painted and 
the motion sensors covered by the thieves 
to disable them (all except one camera); 
security personnel had the day off.

The one operating 
security camera was the 
thieves’ downfall. Captured 
on film, two local plumbers 
were arrested within 72 
hours and the wine was 
fully recovered. The ensuing 
investigation revealed a 
well-laid out plan: 1) one 
of the thieves had opened 

an account at the storage facility several 
months earlier in order to get the lay of 
the land. To do so he provided personal 
information, which led police straight to 
his home. 2) A detailed 88-page journal 
was found, outlining the plan for the heist. 
3) police believe that the thieves may have 
perpetrated a trial-run theft. Last March, 
$100,000 of high-end wines were stolen 
from a San Francisco storage facility and 
successfully sold to a local dealer. Similar 
M.O., different outcome.

The cover-up was simple. The thieves 
cut two gas lines in the storage facility, 
believing the ensuing fire would destroy 
all potential evidence. To their dismay, the 
gas leak was detected and corrected before 

any sparks set off the cover-up fire.
The thieves’ motivation was clear. 

They were selective in which wines were 
stolen. Specific wines were sought out in 
individually identified lockers; other wines 
in the same lockers were left behind. The 
thieves stored the stolen wines in a rented 
temperature-controlled storage facility in 
the neighborhood. These factors have led 
investigators to believe the thieves may 
have had discerning clients, who were 
also concerned with potential spoilage 
if the wines were not stored under ideal 
conditions.    

A willing marketplace produces willing 
risk-takers, be it for basic subsistence or 
egotistical pleasure. And the allure for 
criminals never wanes.

Nick Antonaccio  is a 35-year 
Pleasantville resident.  For over 15 years 
he has conducted wine tastings and 
lectures. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results 
in instinctive behavior. You can reach him 
at nantonaccio@
theexaminernews.
com or on Twitter 
@sharingwine.

By Nick Antonaccio

‘targeting a very 
specific audience’

It’s all about you.

Likes. Tweets. Shares. Every video on pctv76.org has 

many ways to keep the conversation going.  If you like a 

band on “296,” share it with your friends. If something on 

“Catching Up” sparks your interest, tweet it to your 

followers. We believe that, by giving the public access to 

each other’s thoughts and opinions, we can help build a 

better community. Now isn’t that something?

 
   

IF YOU SAW SOMETHING,
WOULD YOU SAY
SOMETHING?
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PRIDE
OF THE

PANTHERS
enrico ruotolo (left) and James leyden, a pair of  seniors on the 2013 section 1 champion Pleasantville 
football team, were named last week first team all-state. the two standouts helped the Panthers capture 
their first sectional title in 22 years. 

MAKE US 
YOUR NEW 
YEAR’S 
RESOLUTION
BRIARCLIFF

914-762-3444

join for $41
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Offer ends 1/31/14. Not to be combined with any other offer. Monthly dues apply. No contracts, memberships are month-to-month.
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By Andy Jacobs
Just one week into a brand new year, 

the Briarcliff girls’ basketball team would 
probably like to start January all over again. 

The giant ball in Times Square had 
barely finished dropping when the Bears 
were blindsided by the unfortunate news 
that their primary scoring threat had just 
suffered an ACL injury playing soccer. 
Then on Saturday night, the Bears felt 
the indignity of watching another team 
step onto their home floor and waltz to 
the championship of their own holiday 
tournament. 

With four players scoring in double 
figures, Hackley cruised to a 60-41 victory 
in the title game of the Briarcliff Booster 
Club Basketball Tournament, which was 
postponed three weeks when snow arrived 
after the opening round. The Hornets 
limited the Bears to just three points in a 
decisive third quarter that turned a close 
contest into a rout. 

“For whatever reason, we struggled 
putting the ball in the basket in the second 
half and Hackley played extremely well,” 
said Bears coach Don Hamlin afterwards. 
“We got beat by a very good team, but I 
thought our effort was pretty good.”

Two days after learning that junior guard 
Cassify Carrafiello, the team’s leading 
scorer and most dangerous perimeter 
shooter, had injured her knee on a soccer 
field in Florida, the Bears managed to stay 
even with Hackley for the entire first half. 
The two teams were tied at 10-all after the 
first quarter and Briarcliff ended the half 
on an 8-2 run to close within 31-30 at 
halftime. 

But the Hornets scored three quick 

layups en route to 13 unanswered points to 
begin the third quarter and kept the Bears 
off the scoreboard until Grace Orr finally 
provided a point from the free-throw 
line with 2:53 left in the period. Hackley 
wound up outscoring the Bears 15-3 in 
the quarter, then began the fourth period 
with a 3-pointer from Ally Mueller and a 
baseline jumper from Maryrita Curcio to 
open up an 18-point advantage.

“They’re really good,” said Hamlin about 
the Hornets. “It’s tough for us to match 
up with anybody with size. We just have 
to keep fighting and try to get a little bit 
tougher. A couple times, we did a good 
job of boxing out, but then didn’t go get 
the ball. We’ve kind of gotta put that all 
together.”

The Bears were able to get within 14 
points midway through the fourth quarter 
by scoring four straight points. Orr made 
one free throw and Kelly Monaghan 
another before Sabrina Panarese connected 
on an 18-footer from the right corner. But 
the Hornets’ Samantha Mueller, the game’s 
high scorer with 16 points, ended the brief 
Bear burst by driving for a layup. The 
game ended with two straight baskets by 
Stephanie Frolo, a junior forward who was 
named tourney MVP. 

Briarcliff was led by Jackie Contento’s 
12 points. One of four freshmen on the 
Bears’ roster, she scored the team’s first six 
points of the second quarter. Carly Fanelli, 
another of the freshmen, finished with 
10 points, all of them coming in the first 
half. Monaghan, Panarese and sophomore 
center Ashleigh Hudzik all wound up with 
five points. 

“I felt like, offensively, we got in a big 
rush and our youth and inexperience 
kind of showed there a little bit,” said 
Hamlin about the Bears’ third-quarter 
woes. “We just didn’t finish when we had 

opportunities to and we missed foul shots, 
we missed layups, and that’ll haunt you in 
a game like this.”

The Bears, with home games against 
Pleasantville and Byram Hills this week 
and then a road game at Westlake on 
Friday, will be looking to get back on the 
winning track after dropping three straight 
games. But Hamlin knows it won’t get any 
easier with one of his few players with 
experience sidelined the rest of the way.

“We have to find a way to overcome 
that,” he said. “I told ‘em I was proud 
of their effort and we need to find a way 

to collectively kind of gather ourselves 
offensively and play with a little more 
confidence and I think we’ll be OK.”

Briarcliff Falls to Hackley in Booster Club Tourney Final
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Kelsey Simpson of  Briarcliff  attempts to get 
past Hackley’s Kristen Bringsjord near the left 
baseline. Briarcliff ’s Ashleigh Hudzik sends up a shot 

on the run in Saturday’s tourney final vs. the 
Hornets of  Hackley.

Bears junior guard Grace Orr moves across 
the lane in Saturday’s championship game 
of  the 14th annual Briarcliff  Booster Club 
Basketball Tournament.

Briarcliff ’s Carly Fanelli drives to the basket 
in Saturday’s Booster Club tourney final vs. 
visiting Hackley.

Sabrina Panarese of  Briarcliff  tries to find 
room to shoot the ball during Saturday’s game 
against Hackley.

The Bears’ Kelly Monaghan takes the ball to 
the basket in the second half  of  the title game 
of  the Briarcliff  Booster Club Tournament. 

Briarcliff  coach Don Hamlin speaks to his 
players during a timeout in the second half  of  
Saturday’s game vs. visiting Hackley.
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Transition Game

Senior Samantha Srinivasan
Pushes the Ball Up the Court
as the Brand New Point Guard
for the Injury-Plagued Quakers
in an Easy Win Over Blind Brook
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By Andy Jacobs
With Lauren Brown and Meaghan 

Townsend, the Horace Greeley girls’ 
basketball team has a pair of talented, 
young frontcourt players who figure to 
wreak havoc on the hardwood for the next 
few years while leaving plenty of opposing 
coaches with a headache.

But for a while last Wednesday evening, 
the headache belonged to Quakers coach 
John Alkalay, who was forced to improvise 
when both of his star underclassmen 
joined him on the bench with early foul 
trouble against visiting Blind Brook.  

As it turned out, though, Alkalay’s 
worries were short-lived. Brown and 
Townsend each made a quick return to the 
court in the second quarter and managed 
to avoid any further foul problems. Their 
presence on the floor was far too much for 
the overmatched Trojans, who fell behind 
by 33 points in the final quarter before 
losing 60-45. 

“This was kind of a situation where 
they had to get back in the game because 
we needed their rebounding, we needed 
their offense,” said Alkalay about his two 
key starters who both were whistled for a 
second foul 35 seconds apart late in the first 

quarter.  “They’re young, a ninth grader 
and a 10th grader. They’re gonna have to 
learn how to play with fouls. So here was a 
good chance to get that experience.”

The Quakers, who never trailed after 
a free throw by Ashley Rosenberg gave 
them a 3-2 lead a minute and a half into 
the contest, built a six-point advantage 
after the first quarter. But with Brown and 
Townsend watching from the sideline, 
Blind Brook scored the first two baskets of 
the second period, closing to within 13-11. 

“I thought Blind Brook played a nice 
man offense,” said Alkalay. “They were 
setting a lot of screens, and a lot of cuts, 
and unfortunately our girls had a little bit 

of trouble handling that so we picked up 
a lot of fouls, which puts us in trouble, 
especially when it’s Lauren and Meaghan 
going to the bench early. The girls that 
came in, though, Anna Waterhouse and 
Bernie Grant, really held the fort for us.”

The freshman Townsend, who finished 

with 13 points and 13 rebounds, wasted no 
time making an impact upon her return 
midway through the second quarter. She 
scored consecutive put-back baskets to 
highlight a 13-3 Quaker run that closed 
the first half and enabled Greeley to open 
up a 12-point halftime cushion. 

“It’s such a huge plus having a girl who’s 
so relentless on the boards,” said Alkalay 
about Townsend. “So even if she’s not 
hitting her shot, she still has such a big 
impact on the game on both ends of the 
court because she handles the boards. 

I think there were at least nine or 10 
offensive rebounds that she got today. 
That’s a terrific advantage because you give 
us an extra 10 possessions or get the other 
team in foul trouble.” 

Greeley, which had also defeated Rye 
49-40 at home 24 hours earlier as Brown 
and Samantha Srinivasan each scored 14 
points, began the third quarter against 
the Trojans by scoring four quick baskets 
to turn the game into a rout. Three of the 
buckets came from Tori Ganzi, including 
back-to-back 3-pointers that left Blind 
Brook facing a 36-14 deficit. 

Ganzi, scoreless in the first half, finished 
with 11 points for the Quakers, who 
outscored the Trojans 19-5 in the third 
quarter. The period ended with Srinivasan, 
the Quakers’ leading scorer with 16 points, 
beating the buzzer with a toss in the lane 
that gave Greeley a 45-19 bulge.

“It all started with the defensive end,” 
said Alkalay. “We switched the defense 
when we went to a zone. They missed a 

couple shots against it, which allowed us 
to get a lot of fast breaks. That’s where we 
excel. When we’re running up and down 
the court, especially with Lauren handling 
the ball, we get a lot of easy looks and that’s 
when we went on the nice run in the third 
quarter.”

Srinivasan, forced into the point-guard 
position with the season-ending ACL 
injury to Molly Gonzalez several weeks 
ago,  had nine of her points in the opening 
quarter and began the final period with a 
conventional 3-point play. When Brown, 

who wound up the evening stuffing the 
stat sheet with 10 points, 12 rebounds, six 
assists, three steals and two blocked shots, 
connected on a pull-up jumper nearly 
midway through the fourth quarter, the 
Greeley lead stretched to 57-24.

Brown exited the game for good with 
4:15 remaining and Blind Brook took 
advantage by pressuring the Quaker 
reserves. The Trojans closed the game with 
a 21-3 run that made the final score much 
more respectable. Emily Sachs, who had a 
team-high 16 points, all in the second half, 
made four 3-pointers in the last quarter 
to lead the too-little, too-late Blind Brook 
blitz. 

“Fortunately, we had a big lead at the 
time, so it gave those guys a chance to 
get good experience,” Alkalay said about 
his second unit. “Even though they were 
turning the ball over a few times, you have 
to learn under pressure. You learn from 
your mistakes. It gives us an advantage to 
have a game where we can get a lead and 
run a little bit of different sets so we get the 
girls running all our offense and getting 
more comfortable with it.”

The Quakers, currently 6-1 this season, 
play four times this coming week, 
including home games on Friday and 
Saturday against Brewster and Peekskill. 

“A big chunk of our season is the next 
two weeks,” said Alkalay. “So we’re gonna 
keep on improving and hopefully win as 
many of them as we can.”

The Quakers Cruise to a Victory Over Blind Brook

Greeley’s sam srinivasan works her way to the 
basket along the left baseline in last Wednesday’s 
home win.

ashley rosenberg of  Greeley sends up a shot in 
the second half  of  the Quakers’ rout of  visiting 
blind brook.

 Greeley’s anna Waterhouse goes up for two points 
during the third quarter of  last Wednesday’s 
home win.

horace Greeley freshman forward Meaghan 
townsend tries to score inside during last 
Wednesday’s game vs. blind brook.

the Quakers’ lauren brown fires a jumper during 
last week’s easy victory over blind brook.

Greeley guard tori Ganzi looks to pass the ball 
inside during the first half  vs. blind brook last 
week.
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By Andy Jacobs
Pleasantville basketball coach Chris 

Welsh knows his 2013-14 Panther team 
isn’t going to frighten anyone with an 
abundance of scoring options.

“We have proven all season to be 
offensively challenged,” he was saying on 
Friday evening. “We play with passion, 
we share the ball. We struggle to convert, 
whether it’s from the outside or whether 
it’s from the free-throw line.”

Welsh had just finished watching the 
Panthers stumble once again trying to put 
the ball in the basket. Visiting Valhalla 
limited the Panthers to just eight points 
over the second and third quarters and 
went on to a 41-34 victory in a game that 
wasn’t really decided until Chris Strnad’s 
3-pointer just before the shot clock was 
about to expire with 1:35 remaining. 

“We always look to him at the end of 
games,” said Vikings first-year coach John 
DiBetta about Strnad, a senior guard who 
finished with a game-high 14 points. “At 
the end there, Chris has proven that he can 
take and make big shots, and that really 
helped our confidence. He’s a go-to guy 
and I’m very proud of him for making that 
shot.”

The Panthers, who actually never trailed 
in the opening quarter, delighted their 
home fans by getting early baskets from 
Patrick Bathon, Austin Greto and Tim 
Tribble and jumping out to a 7-0 lead. 
Valhalla went scoreless for nearly the first 
three minutes until Strnad connected on a 
turnaround jumper. The period ended with 
Viking eighth-grader Bryce Wills beating 
the buzzer with a left-corner 3-pointer that 
sliced the Panthers’ lead to 12-11.

But Pleasantville only managed to score 
three points in the second quarter, all by 
Drew Marino, and the Vikings seized the 
lead for good on a 3-pointer by Tyler Wills 
with 5:15 left in the half.  With just over a 
minute and a half remaining, Bryce Wills 
banked in a long jumper from the top of 
the key, and then he concluded the half 
with another buzzer-beating 3-point shot 
that gave Valhalla a 22-15 advantage.

“It seems like we haven’t been catching 
breaks all year,” said the Panthers’ Welsh 
after witnessing the shooting exploits 
of the middle-school guard. “And that’s 
what happens. We came in the year with 
a young team, not only young, but even 
the older players we had didn’t really have 
experience. “

As difficult as the second quarter was for 
the Panthers, the third might have been 
even worse. They didn’t score a point until 
Greto made a pair of free throws with 1:59 

left in the period. By then, Valhalla had 
added nine points of its own, five of them 
from Strnad and the other four by Zeke 
Demasio, who finished the evening with 
11 rebounds. 

Valhalla had built a 16-point cushion on 
Strnad’s 3-pointer with four minutes left in 
the third quarter, but the lead was sliced 
to 11 when Bathon, who led Pleasantville 
with 10 points, dribbled up the right 
sideline and nailed a 3-pointer as the horn 
sounded to end the period. 

In the final quarter, neither team could 
score until Panther guard Bryan Wolf 
connected on a 3-pointer with 4:23 left in 

the contest. A pair of free throws by Marino 
30 seconds later ended the Pleasantville 
10-0 run and narrowed the deficit to 31-
25. But Strnad answered with a 17-foot 
jumper from left of the key and Mark 
Kinnally, who finished with seven points, 

six rebounds and five blocks, 
soon added a jump hook in the 
lane that restored the Vikings’ 
double-digit lead. 

Still, the Panthers weren’t 
quite finished because James 
Leyden, who was making his 
first start following  a late-
season football injury, powered 
his way through the paint 
for consecutive baskets that 
narrowed the Valhalla lead to 
35-29, setting the stage for the 
big 3-point basket from the 
right side of the key by Strnad 
that dashed the Pleasantville 
comeback bid. 

“We like to make things 
interesting, I guess,” said 
DiBetta shortly after time had 
run out. “They did a good job 
being physical with us and kind 

of pushing us out of our stuff and we didn’t 
handle it the right way in the second half. 
So it’s a good learning experience for my 
kids in that we played a physical team and 
we’re gonna have to see that down the 
road.”

The Panthers, who host Croton on 
Thursday and Westlake on Friday, could 
have closed the deficit to just four points 
with a pair of free throws with 2:10 left on 
the clock. But Greto, who had been fouled 
after grabbing an offensive rebound, was 
unable to make either one of them.

“We’ve been getting to the line a lot,” said 

Welsh, “but that does you no good when 
you can’t make ‘em.”

Welsh also would have liked his team’s 
chances a lot more without the scoring 
drought that lasted most of the second and 
third quarters.

“We went 14 minutes, we scored three 
points,” he said. “You can’t win a basketball 
game that way.”

Cold-Shooting Panthers Lose at Home to Valhalla

Valhalla’s Mark Kinnally shoots over Pleasantville’s 
tim tribble early in Friday night’s game, won by 
the visiting Vikings.

Pleasantville’s Chris Maloney dribbles past 
midcourt during the Panthers’ home game vs. 
Valhalla.

Valhalla guard tyler Wills dribbles past austin tomasetti of  
Pleasantville during Friday’s Viking road victory.

Chris strnad of  Valhalla rises for a jump shot in the 
first half  of  Friday night’s game at Pleasantville 
high school.

Patrick bathon of  Pleasantville tries to drive 
around Valhalla’s thomas zimmerman this past 
weekend.

zeke Demasio of  Valhalla boxes out Pleasantville’s 
Chris Maloney in Friday evening’s 41-34 Viking 
victory.
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sabrina Panarese of  briarcliff  dribbles by Katie 
ryan of  byram hills in last week’s home win by 
the bears. byram hills guard ashley troiano dribbles past 

briarcliff’s Carly Fanelli along the right baseline 
in last Wednesday’s game.

Jackie Contento of  briarcliff  tries to feed the ball inside 
as she’s guarded by ashley troiano of  byram hills.

Faith lovett of  Westlake brings the ball up the court in 
the Wildcats’ victory over briarcliff.

lauren holzer of  Westlake attempts to pass 
the ball during Friday afternoon’s home win vs. 
briarcliff.

byram hills’ ashley Polera works her way under the 
basket during last week’s game at briarcliff.

taylor Verboys of  byram hills comes to a jump 
stop before shooting the ball in the bobcats’ road 
game vs. briarcliff.

Westlake’s Katie Cullen lines up a 3-pointer in 
Friday’s home win vs. briarcliff.

Katie ryan of  byram hills tries to shoot the 
ball in the lane vs. briarcliff  last Wednesday 
afternoon.

Kelly Monaghan of  briarcliff  boxes out ashley Polera 
of  byram hills in last Wednesday’s win by the host 
bears.

briarcliff  freshman Carly Fanelli sets her sights on 
the basket as she gets ready to shoot a free throw 
vs. byram hills.

Westlake guard Natalie alfieri drives past briarcliff’s 
Kelly Monaghan during Friday’s game, won by the 
host Wildcats.
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Bobcats Ride a Hot Second Quarter to a Win Over Greeley

Morales and Redhead Lead the Foxes Past Ossining
By Jake Elman

Big plays, clutch defense and a loud 
crowd cheering them on?

This wasn’t a Seattle Seahawks football 
game; it was just a regular Fox Lane 
basketball game.

In front of a packed house at Fox Lane 
High School on Friday evening, the Foxes 
(9-1) continued their road to the County 
Center with a 71-56 win over Ossining (3-
4). In the end, it was a big second half by 
the red and white that put the Pride away.

Led by seniors James Morales and 
Andrew Redhead, who combined for 34 of 
the team’s 71 points, the Foxes were able to 
overcome early mistakes for a big victory. 
Although his team outscored Ossining 
34-28 in the second half, Fox Lane coach 
Chris Violante wasn’t pleased about the 
mistakes he saw his players make.

“Tonight was a sloppy game - a physical 
one at that,” said Violante after the game. 
“We were able to get the win, though, but 
we cannot afford to make mistakes like we 
did tonight.”

The Foxes are entering a stretch where 

they face some of the strongest teams in 
the section, including two games against 
rival Byram Hills, matchups against 
Greeley and Rye, and a rematch with 
Ossining on the road in early February. 

Friday’s game featured turnovers, 
missed free throws and blown second-
chance opportunities. The Foxes started 
off slowly, ending the first quarter tied 
with Ossining at 13 apiece. Their next 
opponent, Byram Hills, has the talent to 
capitalize on mistakes, which makes the 
upcoming games even more interesting. 

Of course, the Foxes have a trick up 
their sleeve - the play of one special senior 
who’s getting publicity for the right reason 
in 2014: James Morales. 

“It always feels good to walk away with 
a win,” admitted Morales upon the game’s 
conclusion. “We played well tonight and 
the entire team feels great about the Byram 
game.” The Mount Kisco-raised senior has 
picked up his play as of late, scoring 21 
points on Friday night, including eight in 
the fourth quarter to seal the victory. 

Morales continues to impress scouts, 

fans and opponents alike with his dynamic 
play on the court as well as his leadership 
on the bench. Some have even suggested 
that he could be a first-team Section 1 
All-Star this season; he’s done nothing to 
dispute that notion recently. 

“James has been huge for us all year,” 
said Violante.  “This is James’ third year 
on varsity, and he’s improved considerably 
each year. We’re very lucky to have a 
player of his talents on our team.”

After a late bucket, Morales was 
serenaded with chants of “MVP” by the 
jovial and ecstatic Fox Lane crowd. On a 
cold Friday night, it was the Fox Lane fan 
section that may have made the biggest 
impact. Heralded as the team’s ‘sixth man,’ 
the Fox Lane fan section is loud and brash, 
enough to throw off other teams just with 
its sheer level of noise. 

“The atmosphere was unreal tonight,” 
said senior Will Paul after a night in 
which he scored seven points and 
played extremely physical, often being 
the recipient of hard hits. Four of Paul’s  
points came via the free-throw line.

The Foxes were also bolstered by 
Tommy Palmerton (7 points), Nick 
Bonura (8 points), Sean New (4 points) 
and Matthew Redhead, who had four 
points and several key rebounds. 

“Our big men stepped up tonight, 
especially when Ossining struggled 
inside the paint,” said Violante about his 
frontcourt. The combination of Redhead 
and Palmerton  paid dividends for the 
Foxes, just as it has all year long. 

Ivan Iton scored 18 for Ossining, while 
Brandon Gomez added 1. Former Fox 
Lane student and basketball player Joseph 
Arena returned for the first time, starting 
for the Pride at center and finishing with a 
couple of rebounds.

Next up for the Foxes is the 7-1 Bobcats 
in Armonk on Monday, a game that 
Violante isn’t taking  lightly.

“Every year, Fox Lane vs. Byram is one 
of our toughest games on the calendar,” 
he said. “I feel good about our chances, 
though. It’s going to be a great game. Two 
great teams facing off. It doesn’t get much 
better than that.”

By Skip Pearlman
After playing Horace Greeley even for 

the first eight minutes last Wednesday 
night, the Byram Hills boys’ basketball 
team dropped a 23-7 run on the Quakers 
in the second quarter and never looked 
back en route to a 59-44 Conference 2 
victory in Armonk.

Powering the Byram offense, as he has 
all season, was 6-7 junior Andrew Groll, 
who led all scorers with 26 points on 
10-of-15 shooting and ripped down 21 
rebounds, including eight on the offensive 
end. 

Chad Friedberg added eight points 
and six rebounds, Mike Giacomo had 
seven points and eight rebounds and 
Louis Filippelli contributed six points to 
go with four caroms for the Bobcats, who 
improved to 7-1.

The first quarter ended tied at 10-10, 
but Byram Hills turned up the defensive 
intensity in the second, and it led to 
turnovers and numerous transition 
buckets for the home team, which closed 
the quarter strong and carried a 33-17 
lead into the break.

Greeley coach Dave Fernandes and the 
Quakers (1-7) knew what was coming, 
but stopping it isn’t easy – as Bobcats 
opponents are finding out. 

“Groll was amazing,” Fernandes said. 
“Not only under the basket, but his 
defensive rebounding and his outlet 
passing. We made a run and got it to 
eight late in the third, but we only shot 26 
percent, and we gave up at least 10 or 15 
fast-break points.”

Byram Hills coach Ted Repa said his 
team got it all going in the second quarter. 

“We upped the defensive pressure, got 

some turnovers and got out in transition,” 
Repa noted. “It’s a tremendous luxury to 
have Groll… to have someone grab that 
many rebounds, and he also alters a lot 
of shots. Offensively and defensively, 
everything goes through him, and that 
helps everyone out. 

“Our senior point guard, David Lachs, 
also had nine assists and obviously did a 
good job sharing the ball,” Repa added. 
“In general, how he goes is how our team 
goes. He’s definitely a senior leader. Lou 

Filippelli was also very solid for us off the 
bench.”

Despite Greeley’s struggles, Fernandes 
believes a win or two can turn the 
momentum.

“I love that we never quit,” Fernandes 
said. “We play hard… and we did against 
Harrison as well (in a 66-58 loss Friday 
night). In that game, we also got behind, 
then made a run. We have a young team, 
but they’re not giving up. They played their 
hearts out against Harrison. But we’ve got 
to play defense. We’re still aggressive in 
practice and playing hard, but we’ve got to 
learn how to win. If we could get a win or 
two in a row, that could change the whole 

thing for us. 
“Cameron Ciero got in foul trouble 

early against Harrison,” Fernandes added, 
“but he had 24 points in a monster second 
half. He’s played well for us all season. 
And Jason Neff also had a nice game 
against Harrison.”

Byram also picked up a 68-57 win over 
Scarsdale Friday night, and Repa likes the 
way his team is progressing. The team was 
looking forward to a Monday showdown 
against 9-1 Fox Lane – a game for first 
place in the league. 

“We feel good about the record,” he said. 
“But now we have our biggest game of the 
year Monday against Fox Lane. We’re both 
unbeaten in the league, so it’s a big one.”

Jason Neff  of  Greeley goes to the basket as Chad 
Friedberg defends.

Greeley’s Cameron Ciero puts up a shot, as 
andrew Groll looks to block, last week at byram 
hills. 

brandon sencer of  byram hills goes to the 
basket last Wednesday against Greeley.
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the Foxes’ Matt stewart leaves an ossining 
defenseman behind as he moves the puck up the 
right wing in Friday’s game.

Jacob rauch of  Fox lane carries the puck up the 
ice in the Foxes’ 6-2 home loss Friday night at 
brewster ice arena.

Fox lane goalie abigail ives watches the puck carom away after making a save in Friday’s loss at the 
brewster ice arena.

Fox lane’s Joe ramirez controls the puck late in 
the second period of  Friday’s game vs. ossining.

Fox lane first-year head coach scott Miele 
watches his team skate early in the second period 
vs. ossining.

HOCKEY 
Foxes Fall to Ossining
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By Andy Jacobs
Merrimack College sophomore Gelvis 

Solano arrived at the Goldstein Fitness 
Center last Wednesday evening as the 
leading scorer in the Northeast-10 
Conference. Within the first 90 seconds 
against host Pace, he scored two baskets 
and seemed well on his way to eclipsing 
his 23-point scoring average. 

But Solano picked up two early fouls 
and was limited to just nine minutes 
of playing time in the first half. He 
never scored again and the Setters took 
advantage, grabbing a two-point lead at 
intermission. 

Unfortunately for Pace, the willowy 
6-1 guard out of New York City, whose 
lightning-quick first step enables him to 
get to the basket with ease when he isn’t 
launching feathery jump shots, had a 
second-half revival, scoring 18 points to 
lead the Warriors to a 70-63 victory over 
the Setters. 

“Once he gets the ball,” said Setters 
coach Pat Kennedy afterwards, “he is 
extremely difficult to play.” 

Solano, also leading the conference with 
nearly four steals a game, connected on a 
3-pointer three and a half minutes into 
the second half that gave Merrimack the 
lead for good at 39-37. By the time the half  
reached the midway point, he had already 
added two more treys and a conventional 
3-point play started by one of his five 
steals that stretched the Warriors’ lead to 
nine points. 

“We have to play them again and it’s 
almost like you just wanna box-and-one 
the kid because it didn’t matter who we 
put on him,” said Kennedy. “We didn’t 
have anyone who could actually guard 
him. It looked like he was a high-level D1 
player playing against a D3 player at times 
because he did whatever he wanted to do. 

We had no answer for him at all.”
Despite the exploits of Solano, Pace still 

had plenty of opportunities to collect its 
fourth win of the season.  The first half 

had 10 lead changes and the Setters used 
a 12-3 run, capped off by a Kai Smith 
layup, to wipe out the 19-11 advantage 
Merrimack built midway through. Layups 
by Jamaal James and Jaylen Mann just 
before halftime enabled the Setters to take 
a 33-31 lead to the locker room. 

A 3-pointer by Mann from the right 
corner started the scoring  90 seconds into 
the second half and provided Pace with its 
largest lead of the night. But the Warriors 
responded with a 23-7 run that left the 
Setters facing a 54-43 deficit. 

Consecutive baskets by Smith, who 

led Pace with 16 points, Kevin Berardini 
and Denzel Primus-Devonish sliced 
the Merrimack lead to 56-51 with seven 
minutes remaining. Primus-Devonish, 
who had six steals, but only made one of 
his eight 3-point attempts, used a change 
of pace dribble to slip past the Warrior 
defense along the right baseline and score 
on a layup that kept the Setters within five 
points with five minutes left. 

Just 45 seconds later, Smith made a 
3-pointer from the top of the key, moving 
the Setters to within four points. But that 
was as close as they would get. Jonathan 
Merceus was stripped of the ball on his 
way up in the paint and Primus-Devonish 
failed to finish on two successive forays 
to the basket. A fast-break layup by 
Kevin Regan with two minutes to go gave 

Merrimack a six-point lead and then a 
conventional 3-point play by Anthony 
Barry with 1:20 on the clock increased the 
margin to eight and all but clinched the 
outcome.

“This still was anybody’s game with 
a few minutes to go and then they took 
control of it,” said Kennedy, whose team 
dropped to 3-11 this season with a road 
loss on Saturday to Stonehill. “Obviously 
the foul shots, the 3-ball and turnovers 
are what cost us this game. But we’re not 
gonna blow anybody out in this league. If 
we’re gonna win games, it’s gonna be by 
three or four or five points. And this was 
one we thought we could get tonight.”

They might have if they had shot the ball 
better. The Setters wound up making just 
seven of their 16 foul shots and misfired 
on 22 of 30 shots from beyond the 3-point 
arc. They were just 11 of 33 from the field 
in the second half, with most of their 
attempts coming from 3-point range. 

“There’s a lot to sort out,” admitted 
Kennedy about his team, which plays 
at Southern New Hampshire tonight 
(Tuesday) and then hosts Saint Anselm 

on Saturday at 3:30.
“The kids have worked extremely 

hard,” he said. “We had certain games we 
might’ve been able to pull out that we just 
weren’t able to finish. You kind of worry 
about the residue from the years past 
where they’ve lost a lot of games and the 
kids think, ‘Geez, we can’t win.’ We’ve just 
gotta continue to stay with ‘em and just 
get every win we can possibly get.”

Late Comeback Falls Short as Pace Loses to Merrimack

Pace guard Denzel Primus-Devonish gets 
bumped as he drives to the basket during last 
Wednesday’s game vs. Merrimack.

senior guard Kai smith of  Pace pushes the ball 
up the court in last week’s 70-63 home loss to 
Merrimack.

Pace university’s Jamaal James concentrates on 
a free throw in the second half  last Wednesday 
evening.

Pace university coach Pat Kennedy pleads with 
the officials in the second half  of  last Wednesday’s 
setter home loss.

Jaylen Mann of  Pace searches for an open 
teammate during last week’s home game at the 
Goldstein Fitness Center.

the setters’ Jonathan Merceus puts up a left-
handed shot in the lane vs. the visiting Merrimack 
Warriors.

aN
Dy

 Ja
Co

bs
 P

ho
to

s



January 14 - January 20, 201432 The ExaminerS-8

WRESTLING 
Pleasantville Earns 
a Win Over Ossining
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the Panthers’ lou Quintantillo 
gets some coaching instruction 
during his match at 160 pounds.

the Panthers’ steve stelzl was a winner at 113 pounds 
vs. ossining.

Pleasantville’s luke Pregiato looks for an escape in his 126-pound 
match vs. visiting ossining.

steven Montes of  Pleasantville has the upper hand in his 
match at 120 pounds during last week’s Panther home win.

Pleasantville’s omeed ansari is in control at 195 pounds in last week’s home match vs. ossining.
brandon Castro of  Pleasantville wrestles at 152 pounds in last thursday’s home match 
vs. ossining.

Defending section 1 champion stephen Paternostro is on his way to victory at 
138 pounds last Wednesday afternoon.


