
By Rick Pezzullo

On June 1, motorists who fill up their 
gas tanks in Putnam County were slated to 
enjoy a tax savings, thanks to a reduction in 
the county’ gasoline tax that was approved 
by the Putnam Legislature and signed by 
County Executive MaryEllen Odell.

To ensure gas station owners are passing 
the savings to drivers, Odell has instructed 
the Consumer Affairs Department to canvas 
all stations and track the pricing.

“We believe most gas stations will do the 
right thing, but we are going to take steps 
to ensure that every gas station does,” Odell 

stated. “We take price gouging seriously. The 
cost of gas these days is literally highway 
robbery, it’s taking an unprecedented toll on 
family budgets.” 

In April, the Legislature unanimously 
agreed to limit the county’s sales tax to the 
first $2 per gallon of the price from June 1 
through December 1, meaning motorists will 
save about 10 cents per gallon.

That savings is in addition to the 
approximately 15 cents gas tax cut New 
York State recently approved from June 1 
to December 31. The federal government 
is also considering a 10 cents per gallon 
reduction.

“Now that it’s summer and kids are home 
from college and families are driving more, 
we want to give residents a break,” said 
Putnam County Legislature Chair Neal 
Sullivan, who first proposed the tax break to 
his colleagues. “Inflation is undermining our 
families’ quality of life. We, in Putnam, are 
happy to be able to give our residents this 
gas sales tax holiday.”

Finance Commissioner Bill Carlin 
expressed concern about the cut, explaining 
Putnam could loss $1 to $1.5 million in sales 
tax revenue.

It’s unclear what action Putnam officials 
will take if any stations are caught price 
gouging.
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Putnam Officials to Ensure Motorists Get Gas Tax Break

By Rick Pezzullo

Henry H. Wells Middle School in the 
Brewster School District recently completed 
a month-long effort to raise money for the 
people of Ukraine that united clubs and 
classes from across the school and raised 
$2,400.

“Community service is when people 
come together and work for a single cause,” 
Assistant Principal Alicia Manguso said to 
an auditorium full of eighth graders during 
a recent grade-level meeting. “That’s 
something that we did together as a school 
and I think it’s really important to celebrate 
it. When you are kind to others or do good 
things for other people, it is contagious.”

The Leadership Club spearheaded a raffle 
that included 60 donations from students, 
staff and other clubs. Raffle prizes ranged 
from gift cards and special lunches with 
teachers to student-made baked goods and 

the chance to pie teacher John Gregorio in 
the face.

In addition to the raffles, Tom Solimine’s 
students made chocolate-covered pretzels 
and sold them during lunch while the 
National Junior Honor Society sold Smencils. 
The Kindness Klub made yellow and blue 
ribbons for students and staff. Student 
Government and Irene Othmer’s art classes 
made posters that said “Wells Stands with 
Ukraine.” On Fridays, the entire school 
wore the colors of the Ukrainian flag.

“It has been a schoolwide endeavor that 
students are very excited about,” said Marisa 
Gargano, co-advisor of the Leadership Club.

Students worked to secure some of the 
raffle prizes, creating baskets together as 
clubs, reaching out to local businesses and 
donating things on their own.

Jaylin Morales was one of the students 
who helped to sell raffle tickets during lunch.

Wells Middle School Students 
Raise $2,400 for Ukraine Carmel High 

Students Honored

At the recent Board of Education meeting, Carmel Central School District 
recognized this year’s Seal of Biliteracy recipients from Carmel High School. 
The Seal of Biliteracy is an award given to students that have proven an 
intermediate high level of language proficiency in French, Italian or Spanish, in 
addition to English. Presentation topics this year ranged from music, art, and 
fashion to crime, environmental issues, and women’s and LGBTQ+ rights. This 
year’s Seal of Biliteracy Award recipients were: Jerry Alonzo (Spanish), Keerthi 
Atluri (Spanish), Leila Bahssain (French), Robert Beanland (Italian), Francesco 
Bojorquez (Italian), Peyton Capolino (Italian), Gabriela Carneiro (Spanish), Julia 
Diorio (French), Sofia Harrison (French), Adriana Mastrangelo (Italian), Jake 
Montana (Spanish), Kathleen O’Sullivan (Spanish), Molly Radigan (Spanish), 
Julie Repanti (French), Sofia Sanchez (French), and Gabrielle Santangelo 
(Spanish).

continued on page 2

Prices recently at a Mobil station in Mahopac.

Students raised money with activities over several weeks.
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By Rick Pezzullo

Residents in the Garrison School District 
will be getting a second crack at approving a 
budget for the 2022-23 school year.

Following the May 17 defeat of the $12.36 
spending plan when 30 percent of eligible 
voters finished at a standstill (314 for and 
314 against), the Board of Education decided 
on May 25 to put up a revised budget on June 
21.

The first budget exceeded the state’s 
mandated 2.2 percent tax cap with a 9.18 tax 
hike. The new budget includes a 6.6 percent 
tax increase and must be approved by at 
least 60 percent of voters to pass.

Also on the ballot is a proposal for Garrison 
to enter into a four-year agreement with 
the Haldane School District for high school 
tuition costs that would save Garrison more 
than $107,000. Garrison students have the 
option of either attending Haldane High 
School or O’Neill High School in Highland 
Falls.

Haldane Superintendent of Schools Phil 
Benante recently addressed the proposed 
arrangement.

“As Garrison continues to develop another 
budget to present to their community for 
vote later in June, we have been asked to 
reevaluate our tuition rate structure for 
students who currently attend Haldane and 
those who are scheduled to attend our high 
school next year. The Haldane Board of 
Education and I have extensively discussed 
this matter,” Benante stated.

“First and foremost, we consider all 

students who attend Haldane to be our 
students. We are committed to ensuring 
that all students who have committed to 
Haldane have an uninterrupted educational 
experience and have informed Garrison that 
we will honor a tuition structure that allows 
these students to attend Haldane High 
School. We also stand behind the value of the 
Haldane experience and our responsibility to 
the taxpayers of our community. We will seek 
to work with Garrison to establish a tuition 
rate structure that reflects the commitment 
that our residents have made to support our 
schools,” Benante added.

On May 17, voters in Garrison okayed a 
similar agreement with the Highland Falls-
Fort Montgomery School District.

To reduce the proposed tax hike, the 
Garrison Board of Education eliminated a 
part-time music teacher ($48,865), a Land 
to Learn Program ($20,000), and a startup 
lunch program ($10,000), and reduced a field 
trip budget by $15,000.

If voters reject the budget again on June 
21, an additional $642,355 would have 
to be cut. That would result in the loss of 
arts programs (band, chorus and theater), 
bus transportation within two miles of the 
school, one elementary teacher, a school 
psychologist, the director of technology, 
the environmental science teacher, and a 
dialectical behavior therapist.

Residents will have an opportunity before 
the vote to comment on the revised budget 
at a June 14 public hearing at 7 p.m. Voting 
on June 21 will take place between 7 a.m. 
and 9 p.m.

Voters in Garrison District 
Getting Second Chance at Budget

“It was easy to sell the tickets,” she said. 
“Kids would see them at lunch one day and 
come back the next day with money.”

The schools’ joint efforts helped to raise 
$2,400, with $1,200 donated to the Red 
Cross and $1,200 donated to UNICEF.

“We really came together as a school 
community to make sure that we are helping 
others,” Manguso said. “That’s something 
that’s really important. It’s something that 
we want you all to leave here with.”

Manguso noted the district’s Strategic 
Coherence Plan (SCP) skills and how the 
school’s efforts incorporated every one of 
them.

“All of the work that was done through 
this schoolwide effort for the people of 
Ukraine demonstrated our SCP skills,” 
she said. “There was collaboration and 
communication between clubs, recognizing 
that there are people in need and wanting 
to help — that’s part of civic responsibility. 
You used critical thinking to figure out how 
we were going to be able to raise money 
in a fun way that would motivate people 
to participate. You were adaptable. Some 
students gave up parts of their day in order to 
work the tables. And this took about a month 
from start to finish. It takes perseverance to 
see something through.”

Wells Middle School Students 
Raise $2,400 for Ukraine
continued from page 1

Mahopac High 
Spring Festival

Mahopac High School held its First Annual Spring Festival that included a 
Students against Cancer Pie a Teacher Fundraiser, a parade of clubs to show 
visiting Middle School 8th graders what is in store for them next year and lots 
more. The 8th graders were escorted by 11th grade students who served as 
their tour guides. Art Teacher Sean Flanagan and Assistant Principal Matthew 
Calabro were on the receiving end of many pies.

Carmel 
Spring Fair

Town officials and others participated in a ribbon 
cutting ceremony Saturday for Carmel’s Spring Fair.
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Jack 
Daniels

1.75 L
$47.97

Cavit 
Pinot Grigio

1.5 L
$11.97

Ruffi no Tan
Label Chianti

750 ml
$19.97

 Santa
Margherita 
Pinot Grigio

750 ml
$21.97

Meiomi Pinot 
Noir

750 ml
$17.97

Hess Select 
Cabernet

750 ml
$13.97

Dewars
Scotch
1.75 L

$32.97

Nue
Vodka
1.75 L

$17.97

Tito’s 
Vodka
1.75 L

$31.97

Kendall
Jackson

Chardonnay
750 ml

$11.97

Josh Cellars 
Cabernet

750 ml
$11.97

Wolffer ‘21 Summer in a Bottle Rose

The Rose Show

GREY GOOSE

Tasting Note: Bright shiny copper in color. 
The aroma is elegant with fi ne clean fruit 
notes of pears and apples but with a luxurious 
ripeness. The mouth-feel is vibrant and has 
lovely spiciness and a rich texture with fi ne 
tannins. It is livened up by nice acidity and a 
classic minerality and salinity. This dry rosé is 
very savory and has a long fi nish with creamy 
yeast and delicate chalk notes. This may be 
the most food-friendly Summer in a Bottle to 
date and is certainly the perfect 
summer wine!

Saturday June 11th 1pm -4pm
Rose wine has solidifi ed itself as not only the most 
popular drink of the summer but a wine that stores are 
required to carry all year due to its overwhelming popu-
larity. We sell over 60 different brands of that beautiful, 
pink patio pounder.

Premium Vodka

$3997

$2097

1.75 L
Reg. $66.99

Meiomi Pinot 

$17.97

WEEKLY SPECIALS

MONTHLY SPECIALS
Diehl Muller-Thurgau Troken 1L....$11.97
Lanciola Chianti.............................$11.97
Matua Sauvignon Blanc................$12.97
North Fork Chardonnay 1L............$12.97
Ch Les Cailloux Bordeaux Red.....$14.97
Richter Estate Riesling..................$14.97
Supa Dupa Cabernet....................$15.97
Daou Paso Robles Cabernet........$21.97

Kumusha Wines Sauvignon Blanc......$11.97
Terre Brulee Rouge.......................$11.97 
Fessardiere Muscadet...................$12.97
Hild Elbling Trocken......................$12.97
Foxglove Cabernet........................$13.97
Broadside Margarita Merlot...........$13.97
Maison Noir Opp Pinot Noir...........$15.97
Ravines Pinot Noir........................$19.97

19 Crimes Red................................$7.97
Bogle Sauvignon Blanc...................$8.97
Crosby Merlot..................................$8.97
Folie Menage A Trois Red...............$8.97
Lamoreaux Riesling........................$8.97
14 Hands Cabernet.........................$9.97
Dr Loosen Riesling..........................$9.97 
Lulu Touraine Sauvignon Blanc.......$9.97

BV Coastal Pinot Noir.....................$7.97
Ch Ste Michelle Riesling.................$8.97
Joel Gott Sauvignon Blanc............$10.97
Nein Lives Riesling........................$10.97
Bumblebee Chardonnay...............$11.97
Etz Gruner Veltliner 1L..................$11.97
Hunky Dory Sauvignon Blanc........$11.97
J Lohr Chardonnay........................$11.97

EXPRESS CURBSIDE PICK-UP
& FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

EVERYDAY
LOW PRICE

Mon-Thurs 9am-8pm • Fri-Sat 9am-9pm • Sun 12pm-5pm • June 7th through June 13th
379 Downing Drive • Yorktown Heights, NY • 914-962-3100 • WWW.SUBURBANWINES.COM
WE ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS - WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES - SALE PRICES ARE FOR STORE STOCK ONLY

   WESTCHESTER’S FINE WINE & SPIRITS DESTINATION

—  E V E R Y D AY  L O W  P R I C E S  —

All prices 
750ml unless 

otherwise 
noted

Now you can take us with you wherever 
you go! Download our Mobile App!

   WESTCHESTER’S FINE WINE & SPIRITS DESTINATION
W I N E S  &  S P I R I T SW I N E S  &  S P I R I T SW I N E S  &  S P I R I T SW I N E S  &  S P I R I T SW I N E S  &  S P I R I T SW I N E S  &  S P I R I T SW I N E S  &  S P I R I T SW I N E S  &  S P I R I T SW I N E S  &  S P I R I T SW I N E S  &  S P I R I T SW I N E S  &  S P I R I T SW I N E S  &  S P I R I T S

EXPRESS CURBSIDE PICK-UP
& FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

   WESTCHESTER’S FINE WINE & SPIRITS DESTINATION   WESTCHESTER’S FINE WINE & SPIRITS DESTINATION
EXPRESS CURBSIDE PICK-UP

   WESTCHESTER’S FINE WINE & SPIRITS DESTINATION   WESTCHESTER’S FINE WINE & SPIRITS DESTINATION

Kumusha Wines Sauvignon Blanc......$11.97

EXPRESS CURBSIDE PICK-UPEXPRESS CURBSIDE PICK-UP
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By Martin Wilbur

The Town of Mount Pleasant paid tribute to 
former county legislator Suzanne Swanson on 
Sunday, one of its most beloved and dedicated 
public servants, by renaming a street in her 
honor.

Local and county officials, friends and 
family members gathered at the intersection 
of Westchester and Albany avenues in 
Thornwood, a short walk from where 
Swanson and her husband Donald lived for 
more than a half-century and raised their 
family together, to unveil a street sign that 
reads Suzanne Swanson Way.

Swanson, who was initially elected to the 
Westchester County Board of Legislators in 
November 1991 and served as a Conservative, 
passed away in October 2020 at 75 years old. 
She served two separate stints on the board, 
and finished her service at the close of 2007.

“She was an amazing person,” said County 
Legislator Margaret Cunzio (C-Mount 
Pleasant), who currently holds the District 
3 seat that Swanson had occupied and whom 
she credits for convincing her to run for the 
Board of Legislators. “I mean I’m going to get 
all teary eyed here because I miss her. I miss 
her every day. There are times that I want to 
call her. 

“This is the least that we could do. 
She helped everybody in the Town of 
Mount Pleasant; she helped everybody in 
Westchester County.”

Donald Swanson and their grown children, 
son Devin and daughter Donna, said having 
the town recognize her contributions and 

service was a great honor.
“It was a great thing to do for her,” Devin 

Swanson said. “It was well-deserved, her 
dedication to the town and the county. It 
touched me; it touched me a lot, but until I 
got here today, I didn’t really realize it.”

Donald Swanson said his wife never had 
any intention of running for public office until 
there was a controversy with a local quarry. 
Crews began blasting, causing dust and 
debris to fly into homes in the area severely 
impacting residents’ quality of life. 

After being elected, she became immersed 
in the community and her constituents.

“Once she got involved in the town and 
the county more, it just went on and on, and 
once she got a hold of something there was no 
letting go,” Donald Swanson said.

Other officials who either served with 
her or in local government while she was in 
office remembered Swanson as someone who 
would put principles over politics. Former 
Mount Pleasant supervisor Robert Meehan 
remembered that he first met her when the 

United Homeowners of Mount Pleasant was 
looking for a local attorney to help them.

Swanson was an independent person 
and her community came first while always 
striving to do the right thing, Meehan said. 
But it was her friendship that he valued the 
most.

“I miss her as a friend more than anything 
else,” Meehan said. “So I’ll drive by here 
every once in a while and remind (myself) 
what a great person she was.”

County Executive George Latimer recalled 
that he and Swanson were elected to the 
Board of Legislators the same year and also 
remembered her independence who would 
often be able to pull coalitions together. 
Swanson also never shied away from telling 
people her views.

“She would tell you what she really 
thought, and in the business that I’m in and 
some of you are in, you don’t always get 
that,” Latimer said. “Guys tell you stuff 
because they think that’s what you want to 
hear. You’d go through this stuff and she’d tell 
you the straight dope, and you knew she was 
speaking for Thornwood, for Hawthorne, for 
Valhalla, for North Castle. She understood 
her communities.”

Current Supervisor Carl Fulgenzi said 
Swanson helped so many residents and 
officials in the town and throughout the 
county that it was fitting that she receives a 
lasting tribute.

“Her efforts will never be forgotten,” 
Fulgenzi said. “We thank her, we thank her 
family for letting us honor her in this way.”

Mt. Pleasant Honors Late Legislator Swanson With Street Renaming

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO

The children and husband of former county legislator Suzanne Swanson during Sunday’s unveiling of 
a street renaming in her honor in Thornwood. Pictured, from left, are her son, Devin, daughter Donna 
and husband Donald Swanson.

Armonk Chamber of Commerce Announces Summer Music Events

Visit armonkchamberofcommerce.com for an up-to-date list of performers, times and details.

Wampus Brook Park... 
Bring the entire family!

6:00–8:00pm 

Co-Sponsored by Fortina

Armonk Square...  
Bring the entire family!

6:00–8:00pm

Summer Concerts in Wampus Brook Park
co-sponsored by Armonk Chamber of Commerce 

and North Castle Parks and Recreation

Thurs June 23rd 
Deni Bonet with Chris Flynn

Thurs June 30th 
Metro Music Featuring Joe Tribuzio

Thurs July 14th 
Sarah Browne
Thurs July 21st 

Puppets for Hire
Thurs Aug 4th 

Trillium
Thurs Aug 18th 
School of Rock

Thurs Sept 8th—Chili Contest 
Willfull Misconduct

at the

SUMMER
CONCERTS
Gazebo

Sat June 11th 
Tramps Like Us

Sat July 9th 
Marc Berger 
Sat July 30th 

Mighty Spectrum
Thurs Aug 11th 

Ladies & Gentlemen
Sat Aug 27th 

Tracy Delucia Band
Sun Sept 18th 

Group Therapy

Put your mind at ease...
Call us today!

(845) 621-8640
Fax: (845) 621-8639

www.sloanandfeller.com
625 Route 6

Mahopac, NY 10541

Elder  Law
Wills & Trusts

Estate Planning
Medicaid Planning

Guardianships
Probates

Put Your mind at ease...
Call us today!

Elder Law
Wills & Trusts

Estate Planning
Medicaid Planning

Guardianships
Probates
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By Rick Pezzullo

When new congressional district lines 
were redrawn last month for what will be New 
York State’s 26 seats starting next year, a lot 
of scrambling took place among incumbent 
representatives and potential challengers.

Westchester County Legislator Vedat 
Gashi (D-Yorktown) had set his sights on Rep. 
Jamaal Bowman (D-Yonkers) in the formerly 
revamped 16th Congressional District. 

After state Republicans waged a successful 
court battle challenging what they charged 
was extreme gerrymandering, the new 
boundaries now place Gashi’s home in the 
17th District, currently represented by Rep. 
Mondaire Jones.

However, Jones has decided to relocate 
and run for the 10th Congressional 
District covering portions of Brooklyn and 
Manhattan, while Rep. Sean Patrick Maloney, 
who currently represents the 18th District, 
is being forced to run in the reconfigured 
17th District, which will take in northern 
Westchester, Putnam County and a small 
piece of Dutchess County.

Instead of taking on Maloney for the 
Democratic nomination, Gashi is sticking to 
his original plan to challenge Bowman in the 
16th District on Aug. 23.

Although the U.S. Constitution does not 
require House members to live in the district 
they represent, Gashi said last week he would 
move into the 16th Congressional District if 
he were elected to the seat in November.

“After reviewing the final maps with my 
family and team, I’m even more excited about 

the campaign to win the primary election for 
New York’s 16th Congressional District on 
Aug. 23,” Gashi stated. “The district lines 
have changed, but my reason for running 
has not. We’re focused on bringing our 
country together to deliver actual progress 
for everyday New Yorkers. During the 
redistricting process I’ve met with a wide 
variety of supporters, and we’ve picked up 
a number of important endorsements which 
will be announced soon.”

Gashi, an attorney, graduated from 
Lakeland High School. Born in Kosovo, at the 
age of four he and his family fled the county 
for the United States. After passing the New 
York bar exam, Gashi joined the effort to 
help draft some of the newly-formed state of 
Kosovo’s foundational legal documents and 
establish its Ministry of Local Government 
Administration.

He was elected to a second term on 
the Board of Legislators last November 
representing much of Yorktown, a portion of 
Somers and New Castle. 

He said his congressional campaign has 
raised more than $600,000 to date.

“Meanwhile, I’ve actively continued 
serving my constituents across Westchester 
as county legislator by lowering taxes, 
improving infrastructure, securing gasoline 
tax relief, supporting the Reproductive 
Health Care Facilities Access Act, approving 
a measure to combat gender and race-based 
workplace pay inequality and combating gun 
violence by requiring warning labels to be 
posted wherever firearms are sold,” Gashi 
said. “My campaign is about ensuring that 

everyone has a shot at the American dream.”
Gashi said he was challenging Bowman, 

a Yonkers resident, because he disagreed 
with some of his votes, one being Bowman’s 
opposition to President Joe Biden’s $1.5 
trillion bipartisan Infrastructure Investment 
and Jobs Act because he felt it didn’t do 
enough to increase social safety net funding. 
The bill passed regardless.

Gashi also said he was disappointed when 
Bowman voted against emergency funding 

for Capitol police following the Jan. 6, 2021, 
riot in Washington.

“My family came to the United States as 
refugees, and I grew up in the Bronx before 
moving to Westchester to raise my family,” he 
said. “This country gave me a chance, so I will 
fight to protect working families and expand 
the middle class.” 

“This district deserves a representative 
who supports President Biden’s agenda, will 
put progress before posturing and will work 
hard to get things done. I look forward to 
continuing my dialogue with residents of the 
district to learn more about their concerns 
and share my vision of how we can strengthen 
our country and create a fairer nation that 
works for everyone.”

The Aug. 23 Democratic primary will 
also include Westchester County Legislator 
Catherine Parker, who represents the Sound 
Shore communities of Mamaroneck, Rye 
and Larchmont on the Board of Legislators. 
Parker had entered the 2020 Democratic 
scramble for the 17th Congressional District 
that was won by Jones but exited the race 
before the primary.

Meanwhile, on the Republican side, 
Somers Councilman William Faulkner, 
who announced last March his bid to run in 
the 16th Congressional District, now finds 
himself having to run a GOP primary in 
August against three other candidates in 
the 17th District. Faulkner will be squaring 
off against Charles Falciglia, Jack Schrepel 
and Assemblyman Michael Lawler (R-Pearl 
River) who represents the 97th Assembly 
District in Rockland County.

Gashi Moving Ahead With Congressional Bid in Outside District

Despite New York’s congressional districts having 
been redrawn that will result in an August 
primary, Westchester County Legislator Vedat 
Gashi is still targeting fellow Democrat Rep. 
Jamaal Bowman. Gashi has taken issue with 
several of Bowman’s votes.

You are invited to attend 
First Church of  Christ, Scientist White Plains-Scarsdale, NY

for in person weekly services.

Looking for a healing perspective in your life?

Sunday Services/Sunday School
(Church – 34 Maple Ave. White Plains, NY) 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Weekly Bible Lesson is read to the congregation and inspirational music is played.

Wednesday Testimony Meetings 7:30 p.m. –  8:30 p.m.
(Reading Room – 215 Mamaroneck Ave.)

If you are unable to attend in person and need to attend through zoom,
visit www. https://christiansciencewpsd.com for more information.

968 Broadway Thornwood (ShopRite/CVS Shopping Center) 914 741 1920968 Broadway Thornwood (ShopRite/CVS Shopping Center) 914 741 1920
A Perfect Piece for Every Occasion

WE BUYWE BUY
GOLD•PLATINUM•DIAMONDSGOLD•PLATINUM•DIAMONDS

SILVER•WATCHES•SILVERWARESILVER•WATCHES•SILVERWARE
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By Martin Wilbur

County Executive George Latimer signed 
legislation last week that requires a warning 
notice be posted where firearms are sold and 
licenses are issued in Westchester to remind 
gun owners of the risks involved.

The law, which Latimer compared 
to a warning label on cigarette packs, 
would mandate that every person, firm 
or corporation in Westchester that sells 
weapons to post a notice at the entrance 
to the establishment and at least one other 
location for buyers to see. 

The warning must be no smaller than 
24-point type in bold and on paper that is at 
least eight-and-a-half by 11 inches.

“Access to a weapon or firearm increases 
the risk of suicide, homicide, death during 
domestic disputes and unintentional deaths 
to children, household members and 
others,” the posted warning will read. “If 
you or a loved one is experiencing distress 
and/or depression, call the crisis prevention 
and response team at 914-925-5959 or the 
National Suicide Hotline.”

The county clerk’s office would also be 
required to furnish a written copy of the 
warning to anyone seeking a gun license.

The Board of Legislators had unanimously 
approved the measure before Latimer 
signed it in front of the County Center last 
Thursday, a location symbolically chosen 
because it was the site of gun shows when 
former county executive Rob Astorino was 
in office, said board Chairwoman Catherine 
Borgia (D-Ossining). The measure had been 

previously introduced by former legislator 
Ruth Walter.

Latimer dismissed any notion that the 
law is unnecessary or could be considered 
grandstanding during a time when a rash of 
mass shootings has plagued the nation.

“This is not radical, this is rational,” 
Latimer said. “Westchester County is a 
rational, pragmatic county that does things 
to help people live longer lives and live 
better lives.”

County Legislator Colin Smith 

(D-Peekskill) said the law “is a basic, 
sensible” measure, citing a recent statistic 
reported in The New England Journal of 
Medicine that gun-related deaths are now 
the leading cause of death among children in 
the United States, surpassing car accidents.

“It’s a gentle reminder to gun buyers that 
there are risks involved of keeping a weapon 
in the home that can reach beyond just the 
gun owner, to anyone that comes into the 
house hold,” Smith said.

Westchester’s step to a include a warning 

at the point of purchase and when acquiring 
a gun license may seem small, but since 
the start of the pandemic there have been 
many new gun owners, said Barry Graubart, 
a volunteer with the New York chapter of 
Moms Demand Action.

Graubart said guns are more dangerous in 
the home. For those who use a firearm in a 
suicide attempt, the person kills themselves 
roughly 90 percent of the time, a much 
greater percentage than with pills or by 
other means, he said.

“It shouldn’t even be that hard to think 
through, that a gun in the house adds risk, 
right. It’s intuitive,” Graubart said. “But the 
gun industry has spent the last three of four 
decades trying to sell you on the opposite, 
that a gun makes you safer, and we know 
that’s not true. We have the data and we see 
it.”

County Legislator Jewel Williams Johnson 
(D-Greenburgh) said people must be fully 
aware of the risks and consequences of 
having a gun. 

“If this gun warning label (prevents) one 
suicide death, one domestic violence gun 
issue or one child’s death it is more than 
worth it,” Johnson said.

Borgia said she believes the law would 
withstand any potential legal challenge 
and hopes the state legislature considers a 
similar measure in the near future.

“We’re going to make it our mission to 
encourage the state to make it a statewide 
law,” she said. “We like nothing better than 
when our Westchester County laws get 
preempted.”

Westchester’s Warning Label Measure for Gun Buyers Signed into Law

Westchester County Executive George Latimer speaks last week, surrounded by Barry Graubert from 
Moms Demand Action, left, and Board of Legislators Chair Catherine Borgia, about the new warning 
that must be posted at all establishments that have retail sales of guns in the county. Latimer signed 
the bill moments later.
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By Nora Lowe

On Friday, New Castle observed National 
Gun Violence Awareness Day at the gazebo 
in downtown Chappaqua.

This year’s annual “Wear Orange” event 
was held against the backdrop of the shooting 
in Uvalde, Texas that claimed the lives of two 
teachers and 19 elementary school students, 
as well as other recent shootings in Buffalo 
and Tulsa.

The atmosphere at the gazebo oscillated 
between solemn moments of silence and 
frustrated, impassioned calls for political 
action. Speakers included clergy, elected 
officials, activists and police personnel.

“We mourn for the loss of schools and 
workplaces as safe harbors and peaceful 
environments of gathering,” said Temple 
Beth El Rabbi Jonathan Jaffe during the 
opening prayer. 

New Castle Town Supervisor Lisa Katz 
welcomed attendees but wished it was for 
another occasion.

“I love gathering with our community, but 
I’m not really happy to be gathering here 
today,” Katz said. The event served as “a 
stark reminder of the horror” taking place 
around the country, she said.

Uvalde, Tulsa and Buffalo join a long list 
of other communities that have been torn 
apart, names of places that have become 
synonymous with gun violence, such as 
Newtown, Parkland, Aurora, El Paso, Dayton, 
San Bernardino, Las Vegas, Charleston and 
Virginia Tech and Columbine, among others.

“When it comes to the safety of our 
children and fellow citizens, the toxic, 
hyper-partisan politics of the day must be 
set aside,” Katz said.

Keynote speaker Erin Fuller Brian 
recounted her own harrowing experience 
as a survivor of the 2017 Las Vegas mass 
shooting in which 58 concert-goers were 
murdered. 

The Pleasantville resident and mother 
of two described the aftermath of the 
experience: struggles with PTSD, 
nightmares, panic attacks, social isolation 

and survivor’s guilt. Anxiety is an ongoing 
battle.

She pointed to “Washington gridlock” as a 
root cause of the issue.

“This is unacceptable. This is negligence…
We have had enough,” Brian said.

She urged attendees to donate to 
organizations such as Brady: United Against 
Gun Violence, attend March for Our Lives 
events, vote and call representatives to 
“remind them that they work for us.” 

County Executive George Latimer 
emphasized that “Sandy Hook could 

have easily been any suburban town in 
Westchester County.” Despite pride over 
county and state progress, he said he was 
concerned about the ease with which 
firearms are illegally transported across 
state borders.

State Sen. Peter Harckham (D-Lewisboro) 
announced the recent approval of 10 bills in 
the state legislature, which he soon expects 
the governor to sign into law. Some changes 
include raising the minimum age to purchase 
a semi-automatic weapon from 18 to 21 and 
banning the purchase of body armor. 

New Castle Police Chief James Carroll 
lamented how “gun deaths in our country 
are occurring at a staggering pace” and how 
in the U.S., “children are far more likely to 
die of gun violence than any other cause.”

Moms Demand Action volunteer Naomi 
Marrow said the rash of mass shootings 
has altered her routine when visiting movie 
theaters. Previously, she would make note of 
where the bathrooms were located.

“Now, I make sure I know where the exits 
are,” Marrow said. “That is obscene. It has 
become a dangerous world.”

During the late afternoon program, a boys’ 
baseball team played in the field adjacent 
to the gazebo, and children played with 
symbolic orange pinwheels.

“They are our future, and they’re the ones 
we need to protect,” Katz said.

At a recent meeting, the New Castle Town 
Board adopted a proclamation designating 
June 3 as National Gun Violence Awareness 
Day in the town.

New Castle’s Gun Violence Awareness Day: ‘We Have Had Enough’ 

Pleasantville resident Erin Fuller Brian speaks at the New Castle Gun Violence Awareness Day program 
last Friday in Chappaqua. Brian survived the 2017 mass shooting in Las Vegas that killed 58 people.
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New Castle Police Department

May 28: Officers and the Mount Kisco 
Fire Department responded to a Seth 
Canyon Drive residence for a structure 
fire. The homeowners stated that a loud 
bang awoke them. Mount Kisco firefighters 
extinguished the blaze and discovered that 
a lightning strike was the likely cause.

May 28: A Cerf Lane resident reported 
that his 2021 BMW was stolen from the 
driveway. The vehicle was left unlocked 
with the keys inside. Detectives are 
investigating.

North Castle Police Department

May 27: A Creemer Road resident 
reported at 3:20 a.m. that he is not home 
but is viewing his Ring camera and sees 
something unusual at his front door. 
He reported that he received a package 
earlier, but now believes there is possible 
“debris” flying around. The responding 
officer stated that the condition is caused 
by gnats swarming at the front door. The 
homeowner was advised. 

May 27: An officer reported being 
out with a homeless male party on Old 
Orchard Street at 11:58 a.m. The party 
was transported to Open Arms shelter in 
White Plains.

May 27: Caller reported cement 
spillage at 12:15 p.m. on Creemer Road 
from Route 22 up to Green Valley Road. 
The responding officer confirmed the 

material in the roadway. The North Castle 
Highway Department was notified.

May 27: A caller reported at 12:34 p.m. 
that his catalytic converter was stolen off 
his van at some point last night on Lafayette 
Avenue. The responding officer reported 
that the information and depositions were 
gathered; a report will follow.

May 27: Report of a residential 
burglary on Cox Avenue at 7:39 p.m. The 
caller reported that she was told there 
was a white BMW in her driveway. She 
immediately came home from work and 
observed her bathroom window broken 
and her house ransacked. She stated that 
her interior cameras have video footage 
of a man in her home about 20 minutes in 
the past. Responding officers confirmed a 
burglary. Security footage and depositions 
were subsequently secured.

May 28: At 9:03 p.m., report of a male 
party on Bates Lane sleeping in a van for 
about two days. The vehicle was described 
as a large yellow van with dark tinted 
windows and no plates. The responding 
officer reported that the party was a 
wedding photographer working in the area 
and did not want to return home. He was 
advised that there is a rest area on I-684.

May 30: Report of a very aggressive, 
large Copperhead snake in the roadway on 
Cox Avenue at 11:38 a.m. The responding 
officer reported the animal was dispatched 
with his patrol vehicle. The snake is on the 
side of the roadway; condition corrected.

May 31: A caller reported at 1:05 p.m. 

that sometime on May 27 an unknown 
person cut the catalytic converters off of 
two vehicles on New King Street. The 
responding officers secured depositions 
and pictures.

Pleasantville Police Department

May 27: A village resident reported at 
11:19 a.m. that someone opened up a new 
credit card account in his and his wife’s 
names. The matter is being investigated.

May 29: Report of an arrest stemming 
from a domestic dispute at 9:37 a.m. A 
27-year-old Man was arrested for assault 
in connection with an incident. Police did 
not disclose further details.

May 30: A 22-year-old Pennsylvania 
man was arrested at 11:40 a.m. and charged 
with criminal mischief for breaking a car 
window on Willow Street.

June 1: A dumping complaint originated 
from Clinton Street at 11:45 a.m. One 
contractor claimed that another contractor 
filled their dumpster with material.

State Police/Brewster

May 25: State police from the 
Brewster barracks arrested Alexander 
Backofen, 26, of Bedford, for first-degree 
rape and two counts of first-degree 
criminal sex act, all Class B felonies, and 
second-degree assault, a Class D felony. 
The investigation determined that the 
suspect traveled to Carmel and forcibly 
raped and assaulted a victim that was 
known to him. He was arraigned in Town 
of Carmel Justice Court and remanded to 
the Putnam County Jail in lieu of $75,000 
cash bail or $150,000 bond.  

White Plains Police Department

May 29: Darius Evans, 35, was charged 
at 3:30 a.m. with DWI following an incident 
on Main and Church streets where he hit 
a parked car.

June 1: Eric Paige, 44, of Grand Street 
was arrested and charged with third-
degree burglary at 8:50 a.m.

June 2: James Young, 31, of East Post 
Road was charged with fourth-degree 
grand larceny at 1:05 p.m.

 
Yorktown Police Department

May 25: At about 9 p.m., a caller at BJ’s 
Wholesale Club on Route 202 reported that 
an infant had been left alone in a car for an 
extended time. Following an investigation, 
Jose Pillco, 38, of Yorktown, was charged 
with endangering the welfare of a child 
for allegedly leaving his seven-month-old 
unattended in a vehicle while he shopped.

May 30: Jervonie Gray, 34, of Ossining, 
was charged at 12:10 a.m. with first-degree 
burglary for having allegedly entered a 
dwelling unlawfully and, while inside, caused 
physical injury to a victim and damaged 
property.

May 30: Juan Lopez, 40, of Yorktown, 
was charged at 3:40 a.m. with third-degree 
assault, second-degree menacing and 
criminal obstruction of breathing following a 
report of a domestic incident. Police allege 
that Lopez caused physical injury to a victim, 
put his forearm on her throat to intentionally 
impede her breathing and threatened 
her with a knife. He was remanded to 
Westchester County Jail in Valhalla.

Editor’s note: The policy of providing 
names for people who have been arrested 
varies between each department.
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STRETCH YOUR DOLLAR

Putnam Sheriff Warns of Scams 
Targeting Older Adults

Putnam County Sheriff Kevin 
McConville reminds residents to be 
wary of phone calls from strangers 
asking for money. 

The calls vary and can include 
those that try to scare a person by 
telling them that they are calling 
from a police agency, a relative has 
been arrested and they must send 
money in order to bail them out of jail. 
Often the callers will put someone 
on the phone to impersonate a child 
or grandchild to further convince 
the victim. Other times, criminals 
pose as government employees 
and threaten to arrest or prosecute 
victims unless they agree to provide 
funds or other payments. 

Seniors are often targeted because 
they tend to be trusting and polite. 
They also usually have financial 
savings, own a home and have 

good credit, all of which make them 
attractive to scammers.

Additionally, seniors may be less 
inclined to report fraud because they 
don’t know how or they may be too 
ashamed of having been scammed. 
They might also be concerned that 
their relatives will lose confidence 
in their abilities to manage their own 
financial affairs. When an elderly 
victim does report a crime, they 
may be unable to supply detailed 
information to investigators. 

It is estimated that more than 3.5 
million older adults are the victims of 
financial crimes each year with total 
estimated losses over $3 billion. 

Residents who believe that they 
have been a victim of a scam should 
contact the Putnam County Sheriff ’s 
Department at 845-225-4300 or their 
local police department.

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS
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Should the Town of Cortlandt join 
Sustainable Westchester/Westchester 
Power? This is the question the Town 
Board recently asked Cortlandt residents 
via a town-wide survey.

Background: Sustainable Westchester 
offers a program in which citizens can 
purchase their electricity through a 

cooperative buying organization that 
potentially can obtain power at a reduced 
rate compared to Con Edison. 

Traditionally, we all receive our 
electricity through Consolidated Edison. 
Each month, we receive a bill from, which 
includes two charges. The first is for the 
delivery of power via the electrical grid 

infrastructure in the community, and the 
second charge is for the electricity itself. 
This is the metered rate of electrical 
consumption. Recently, groups have 
formed that can purchase this electricity 
and provide it directly to consumers, 
potentially at a lower cost. In addition, a 
stable flat-rate monthly billing is utilized. 
Westchester Power is one such company 
that provides this option.

Westchester Power has now been 
contracted to do this for 29 out of 45 
communities in Westchester – two-thirds 
of the municipalities. Westchester Power 
is a non-profit and its members are the 
other municipalities in Westchester. 
Initially, the Cortlandt Town Board 
hesitated joining because once the board 
makes this decision, everyone is in 
(although anyone can opt out at any time). 
It is an all-in policy.

Before proceeding, the board, therefore, 
took the cautious step of asking its 
residents how they felt about this program. 
A survey was conducted on our website, 
through social media, via e-mail and via a 
returnable postcard to every household.  

A second question was also asked: If the 
town votes to opt in, should we elect to 
purchase energy from “green” sources, 
such as wind and solar, or traditional fossil 
fuel-based energy. The former would be at 
a slightly higher cost but environmentally 
conscious; the latter at a somewhat lower 
cost. 

The results: As of May 23, 80.1 percent 
voted to opt in, with only 19.9 percent 
voting no, a 4-to-1 margin.

As to the second question, whether 
to opt for green energy resources, 52.2 
percent voted yes and 47.8 percent 
preferred less expensive fossil fuel.

It is clear that the option of Westchester 
Power is overwhelmingly popular with our 
residents and the Town Board will vote to 
move forward with this in the near future. 
The board will also discuss utilizing green 
energy, and most likely will adopt this 
platform as well.

Please note: The Town Board’s decision 
to opt into any program is actually quite 
temporary. At any time, for any reason, any 
household can opt out by simply notifying 
the provider, using the town website, or 
contacting Westchester Power or Con Ed 
directly. 

In addition, the supervisor’s office can 
assist. If green energy is selected by the 
board, any resident can switch to the lower 
cost standard energy resource at any time. 
Hence, the decision of the board to opt in 
can be reversed by any individual, at any 
time and for any reason.

As some have said, we never had an 
option with Con Edison. We were assigned 
to the utility. Now, we have a choice, and 
we can always opt out with a click or call.

We find it reassuring to move forward, 
now that the residents have “voted,” 
and the results revealed that the town 
is strongly in favor of this program. The 
Town Board thanks everyone for their 
participation.

Richard H. Becker
Supervisor, Town of Cortlandt

Cortlandt Will Participate in Bulk Energy Buying Program

Letters to the Editor

Tune Out Scare Tactics Used By Opponents of 
Underhill Farm

I read Mr. Gold’s column in last week’s 
edition (“Who Are the Men Behind the Guns 
That Result in All These Deaths?”) It is one 
thing to take literary license, but Mr. Gold 
was wrong on a key matter. The fact that Mr. 
Gold has been published elsewhere does not 
give him license to tell an untruth. At the 
start of his column, he stated “The AR-15 
military assault rifle…” 

The AR-15 is NOT an assault rifle and 
is NOT used by the military. The AR-15 
is named after the original manufacturer, 

Armalite, and does not mean assault rifle. 
Military assault rifles are capable of firing 
in an automatic mode while AR-15s are 
not. Calling an AR-15 an assault rifle is 
no different than calling Bezos’ yacht a 
battleship since they can both float on water. 

Mr. Gold is entitled to his opinions, but not 
his own facts.

Jay Kopstein
Yorktown Heights

Column Repeated Common Misconception 
About the AR-15 Being an Assault Rifle
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I am writing in response to Stephen 
Brown’s outrageous May 24 letter to 
the editor. (“Is Underhill Farms Hiring 
Politicians Above Board?”) 

Claims of special favors from the town 
to the developer are so clearly untrue. The 
Yorktown Town Board spent a year-and-a-
half taking a good, hard look at the proposal. 
If Unicorn Contracting, the owner of the 
former Soundview property where Underhill 
Farm is proposed, was so influential with 
the town, this process would not have 
taken nearly as long. And it’s not even over. 
Underhill Farm is now starting a rigorous 
environmental review process that may take 
years, overseen by the Planning Board.

These reckless and ongoing claims of 
conflicts from people like Mr. Brown stand 
in the way of progress in Yorktown. While 
other neighboring towns advance housing 
and broaden their tax base, Yorktown has 
remained stagnant. We have added very little 
housing in recent years. Underhill Farm will 
bring 148 new residences, and what’s more, 
it will add much-needed opportunities for 
our seniors to live in their home town.

To my neighbors, tune out the nonsense. 
I think this is a wonderful opportunity for all 
of us.

Marianne Violante
Yorktown Heights

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community event. Please submit 
your information at least three weeks prior to your event and include the words 

“Calendar Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 
Abby Luby at aluby@theexaminernews.com.com.

Calendar Submissions
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Guest Column
Two Stories Behind the Banners Honoring Local Servicemen

By Peter Poggi

It is that time of year. Local towns 
are putting up banners saluting the local 
population that served in the armed 
services.

However, did you ever wonder who is it 
in that picture on the banner and what is the 
story behind their service to our country? I 
have two family members on those banners 
and here are their stories.

My father, Peter Louis Poggi, was born 
on July 4, 1919, to Italian immigrants 
Luigi and Maria Poggi on 104th Street in 
Manhattan. He was the third child, having 
two older sisters, Desolina and Letizia. The 
family lived in Manhattan and at the age of 
13 the family moved to the Bronx.

When World War II broke out, my father 
worked in a ball bearing factory, which 
excluded him from the draft. At least, that is 
what I was told. Against his father’s wishes, 
my father enlisted in the Army in 1942 and 
for the next three years and three months 
served his country.

He was part of a group of men from 
New York City sent down to Mississippi 
to complete the 133rd Division, or better 
known as the Dixie Division. After boot 
camp, they were sent to the Pacific theater, 
specifically the Philippines and New 
Guinea, where they fought until the war 
was over.

My father seldom spoke about the war. 
It was only when he reached his twilight 
years that he would often tell me about his 
experiences. The most poignant thing that 
he told me was that in war life is cheap. The 
fighting in the Philippines and New Guinea 
was intense, often and downright brutal. He 
himself killed many enemy soldiers, which 
always weighed heavily on him. 

Once the fighting stopped, it was time 
to clean up. He told me bodies would be 
everywhere, both the enemy and American 
GIs, and the process of disposing them 
would be required. As he told me, you 
would be numb, thankful you were alive and 
as to the bodies, it was war and in war life 
was cheap.

My father’s unit was issued new uniforms 
in 1945 and were being readied for the 
pending invasion of Japan. That never came 
about due to the atomic bomb and Japan’s 
surrender.

He came home in 1945. He married 
in 1947 to my mom, Jean, and had three 
children: Michael Louis, Karen Jean and 
Peter Louis Jr.

My brother Michael was born in August 
1948 in the Bronx. At the age of 10, my 
family moved to Peekskill. Mike was not a 
book-smart kid. His loves were fast cars and 
fast women. Throw in a good barroom brawl 
once in a while and his life was complete. 
He pushed up his draft in 1968 and went 

into the Army.
He completed his basic training, then 

his advanced infantry training and was sent 
to Vietnam. There he led a squadron with 
an Armor Personnel Carrier in the 25th 
Infantry Division, 4th Cavalry.

It was Palm Sunday 1969, a week before 
my 15th birthday, we had just arrived home 
from the family gathering in the Bronx 
when there was a knock at the door. It was 

an Army captain, a sergeant and a local 
priest. We were informed that Mike was 
killed in action.

We were told that Mike was part of a 
column that came under enemy fire, Mike’s 
armor personnel carrier specifically. Mike 
and another squad member laid down a 
blanket of return fire giving the others a 
chance to run for cover. Although both lost 
their lives, the others were spared.

In the end, for this action and previous 
actions we were unaware of, Mike was 
awarded the Silver Star, the Bronze 
Star with an Oak Leaf Cluster, an Army 
Commendation Medal for Valor and a 
Purple Heart. He was given a full military 
funeral in the City of Peekskill.

It’s been over 50 years and Vietnam is a 
fading memory for this country. I still think 
of him, I still wish he would come home. 
And, I disagree with my father – in war, life 
is not cheap. There is always a cost in war.

So this is it, the story of two banners 
hanging from a telephone pole. Two 
individuals whose service is being honored 
to all those who drive by. May we always 
remember the sacrifices of those who are 
looking down at us. 

 
Peter Poggi is a longtime Peekskill resident.

Ending Hatred in Yorktown Requires More Than Aspirational Statements
By Melvyn R. Tanzman

As a group of community members 
gathered at the First Presbyterian Church in 
Yorktown to commemorate the lives lost in 
the white supremacist murders in Buffalo on 
May 22, little did we know that at the very 
same time racist and antisemitic graffiti was 
discovered under an overpass at the Croton 
Reservoir Bridge. 

Supervisor Matt Slater issued a statement 
that “Hate Has No Home Here.” This 
statement, while expressing hope, does not 
accurately describe our current environment. 
Sadly, hate DOES have a foothold here in 
Yorktown and it has emerged from under 
rocks and the privacy of our homes into the 
public square at in-person meetings of our 

local political gatherings, school boards, and 
most shamefully, on social media.

At last week’s Town Board meeting, 
during public comments I challenged the 
Town Board to do more. Supervisor Slater 
responded that the town could do little to 
prevent an attack by somebody coming 
from outside our community, as was the 
case in Buffalo. He really did not address 
my point that hate crimes are a byproduct 
of local policies and inaction designed to 
maintain the status quo of a majority white 
community, which fears the growth of a town 
that is more diverse and reflective of our 
changing nation. 

I believe that sunlight is the best 
disinfectant; thus, I offer the following 

documented incidents that have occurred 
in our hometown. These incidents are 
numerous in the past five years, and I would 
argue not aberrations.
• In 2017, local politicians during a 

campaign sent campaign mailers that 
dehumanized immigrants and utilized 
stereotypical antisemitic imagery.

• A local elected official in the recent past 
posted on their Facebook page, an image 
of the Confederate flag stating he had no 
problem with it. This image was removed 
after negative reactions.

• In 2021, a community group dedicated 
to eradicating racism and other 
forms of systemic discrimination was 
characterized at public school board 
meetings, public events and on social 
media as Marxist, an ultra-left fringe 
group, anti-police, anti-American and as 
a hate group.

• A social media video posted in 2021 
included a local resident naming and 
defaming a black educator.

• In 2021, local officials accused county 
officials of collaborating with the 
federal government in “sneaking in” 
undocumented immigrants through 
Westchester County Airport under cover 
of night.

• In 2021, an organized effort in local 
school districts decried efforts to comply 
with state Education Department 
efforts to initiate a Diversity, Equity 
and Inclusion initiative to counter 
hate, discrimination and bullying based 
on intolerance. Opponents’ claims 
of reverse discrimination and unfair 
targeting of white, straight students 

largely went unchallenged by school 
board leadership. In one district, these 
critics claimed to have caused the 
dismissal of a superintendent.

• In 2021, a local community member was 
recorded making hateful statements at a 
political victory party.

• The Feb. 10, 2022, Lakeland Board of 
Education meeting erupted into racist 
and anti-Semitic taunts including “This 
isn’t Harlem” and “How German of you.”

• This year, there have been efforts to ban 
books in schools written by non-binary 
and African American authors with 
claims that they were “pornographic, 
violent, anti-American and anti-police.”

• In 2022, local elected officials endorsed 
school board candidates publicly, who 
espoused “parent rights” positions.

• And now, racist, anti-Semitic graffiti.
My intent in writing this letter is not to 

shame individuals, make partisan attacks nor 
unfairly characterize Yorktown as a breeding 
ground for hatred. I simply want folks to 
recognize and acknowledge that Yorktown is 
not immune from hateful ideologies and to 
challenge leaders and community members 
to affirmatively do more to counter this 
disease. 

The Examiner, as part of its participation 
in The Trust Project, can contribute to 
this effort by highlighting diverse voices 
and perspectives, encouraging public 
engagement and dispelling misinformation. 
To paraphrase a famous poet, “The answer 
my friends is here with us today.”

Melvyn R. Tanzman is a Mohegan Lake 
resident.

As I review Dana’s qualifications for 
the position, I am struck by how superbly 
credentialed she has become for the job. 
Her experience in local government has 
been thorough and successful, her working 
directly for Sandy Galef herself – as chief 
of staff in the Assembly – is a tremendous 
asset, and her training and “on-the-job” 
growth will enable her to hit the ground 
running. 

When you couple all that experience and 
training with a personality that is exuberant, 

energetic, articulate and diligent, you will 
have a powerhouse in the Assembly. As 
beloved and effective as Sandy Galef was, I 
cannot imagine anyone more equipped to fill 
her huge shoes than Dana Levenberg. 

Please join me in voting for Dana on 
Election Day on June 28, or during early 
voting from June 18 through June 26. 

 
Frederick Osborn III

Garrison

Letter to the Editor

Levenberg Would Be Impressive Choice to 
Succeed Galef in Assembly
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By Martin Wilbur

Celebrating a major milestone doesn’t 
come very often, but last Saturday 
Chappaqua turned out to recognize quite an 
achievement.

This month marks the 100th anniversary 
since the Chappaqua Library was chartered, 
and while not the oldest library in 
Westchester County, it certainly has earned 
its place as a focal point for the hamlet and 
the Town of New Castle.

“This is a time to celebrate the Chappaqua 
Library as the center of the community, 
one where all people feel welcomed,” said 
Director Andrew Farber.

Last Saturday the celebratory program 
featured remarks from those closest to the 
library along with a tree dedication on its 
grounds and the burying of a time capsule 
in the courtyard that will enable future 
generations to better understand what life 
was like locally in 2022. 

The new tree will mark time moving 
forward and the time capsule, which contains 
items such as photos of the library, library 
cards over the past 35 years, homemade 
COVID masks and various library materials, 
will be a way to preserve the past, said its 
Board President Elizabeth Hamyson.

Town Historian Gray Williams said in 1922 
the original library association was founded 
in large part by community members Robert 
Haviland, who served as the first library 
board president, and prominent architect 
Alfred Bissell. They played key roles in 
establishing the library as a key part of the 

community in its earliest years.
The library’s initial location was a 

downtown storefront, which was quickly 
outgrown by the end of the 1920s. Its leaders 
raised money and built a new structure on 
Senter Street, which needed to be enlarged 
after World War II. That building today 
serves as the town’s community center, 
Williams said.

The Chappaqua Library continued to grow, 
and in the 1970s acquired the property on 

South Greeley Avenue, its current site. 
In 1972, the Chappaqua Library became a 
school district library, which solidified the 
library’s strong relationship with the schools 
since its inception, Williams said.

Since so many of the community’s 
founders were Quakers, including Haviland, 
and Bissell married a Quaker, the values 
they brought have played a large role for 

Chappaqua today.
“I believe that the community support 

for education and its support of intellectual 
pursuits can be traced in considerable 
measure to the Quakers who first settled 
here and continue to have a strong influence 
long after they ceased to be a majority,” 
Williams said.

Hamyson read a letter from former 
President Bill Clinton praising the library 
and the many programs and services it 
offers. Clinton wrote that one of the many 
joys of moving to Chappaqua more than 20 
years ago has been the library, which he 
called “a richly rewarding asset for people of 
all ages and incomes.”

Clinton also thanked the library for 
its wide array of services and programs, 
including the many author signings. Both 
he and Hilary had signings scheduled when 
they each had their books released.

“When this time capsule is opened 25 
years from now, I hope the library will still 
be in high hear with strong public support, a 
place where all who use it find something to 
learn and love,” Clinton wrote.

New Castle Supervisor Lisa Katz said 
the Chappaqua Library has something for 
everyone, from little children coming for 
story time to the outstanding programming 
it offers all patrons.

“There is so much that our library offers 
our community and we are really blessed to 
have them here, and I am wishing this library 
another hundred years of success and I know 
you’ll continue to grow,” Katz said.

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTOS

The Chappaqua Library celebrated its 100th 
anniversary last Saturday. The library, which has 
served as a community center for the past century, 
was chartered in June 1922. Above: Community 
members spoke of the importance of the Chappaqua 
Library to the town over the years.

Drop your Ninja off for a night of PizzaDrop your Ninja off for a night of Pizza
and Gaming while you hit the town.and Gaming while you hit the town.

  
Just remember to pick them up!Just remember to pick them up!

  
Also check out our Summer Camps,Also check out our Summer Camps,

After School programs, & more!After School programs, & more!

914.920.9898 mountkiscony@codeninjas.com

Mount Kisco 3rd Thursdays!
shop.  eat.  stroll.

AGES 7-14
Kids have Fun.Kids have Fun.    Parents have fun!Parents have fun!

Genesis Jewelers is hosting a Children’s Book Drive 
to support the 914 Cares Literacy Program

OUR GOAL IS 1,000 BOOKS

Donate your gently-used children’s books to an amazing Westchester agency.  
So many families will benefit by having a book to share with their child at bedtime.
Let’s show how much we care about the importance of reading to a child by donating 
the books your family has outgrown.

     Help support the need to read !

June 4 - 11
    Genesis Jewelers of Yorktown
32 Triangle Center, Yorktown Hts

The 914 Cares Literacy Library provides books to families and school districts in under 
resourced communities in Westchester County.  

Every family and every classroom in Westchester deserve to have a sufficient supply of 
age-appropriate books to foster literacy, learning, and a love of reading.

All books distributed are in good, clean condition and inspected by 914 Cares
for age-appropriateness.

Community Celebrates Chappaqua Library’s Centennial Anniversary 
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Show your exterior some love.

Scan the QR code  
for this  

amazing offer!

BENJAMIN MOORE® COLOR SAMPLE
Buy One, Get One FREE

Offer valid for one (1) free Benjamin Moore® Color Sample with purchase of one (1) Benjamin Moore® Color 
Sample of equal or greater value from participating retailer. Excludes ARBORCOAT®. Products may vary from 
store to store. Subject to availability. Offer cannot be combined with other offers, discounts or promotions, 
or applied toward prior purchases. Retailer reserves the right to terminate, cancel or modify this offer at any 
time without notice. Coupon expires 12/31/2022. ©2022 Benjamin Moore & Co. ARBORCOAT, Benjamin Moore, 
Gennex, MoorLife, Regal, and the triangle “M” symbol are registered trademarks licensed to Benjamin Moore & 
Co. All other marks are the property of their respective owner. 5/22

Shop.Wallauer.com
Shop online. Pick up in store.

15 Locations in Westchester, Putnam  
& Rockland counties

The right paint and the right color can transform your home.  
Our color specialists use Benjamin Moore premium paint  

and color to help you find your inspiration.  
Call to make your appointment for an  

in-store consultation today: (914) 368-0970.

Check out our new podcast  
at Wallauer.com/podcast

By Martin Wilbur

It makes sense that if Ali Weiss would 
change careers, her new venture would be 
that of a jewelry designer.

Like many people, Weiss has been a 
jewelry lover for many years, but it takes 
more than purely a desire to switch from 
speech pathology to blazing a path in a new 
field

But a fortuitous chance meeting with 
designer Helen Ficalora about 20 years ago 
gave Weiss the leg up to not only work in 
the business, but learn the ropes about what 
designing your own pieces is all about.

“I started to work for her (and) that’s 
how I got into the business,” Weiss said. “I 
started working for her for a couple of years 
and selling her stuff and her designs. Then I 
started branching out and doing some of my 
own things that complemented her line, not 
compete with her line.”

Weiss has been designing her own pieces 
now for the past 16 years – fine jewelry that 
includes earrings, necklaces, charms, chains 
and bracelets through her Ali Weiss Jewelry 
brand – and selling them through trunk 
shows and other special events. 

Last year she took the plunge and opened 
her own store in downtown Armonk.

The popularity of ear-piercing convinced 
Weiss that a jewelry store and piercing bar 
would be a hit in the town she and her family 
call home. She combines the fun aspect of 
shopping for edgy, eclectic pieces but still 
demanding quality; every piece uses at least 
14-karat gold with diamonds and precious 

stones.
Weiss also likes to break the so-called 

rules where fine jewelry is worn only with 
formal wear. 

“So that’s really why I decided to open my 
store, it’s because of the piercing bar,” she 
said. “That to me is so much fun and people 
love it and it just makes it a little bit different. 
There are Willoughby stores around town, 

and everywhere there are so many people in 
the jewelry business, and I think that’s what 
makes our store different. The way our style 
is it’s on the edgier side and on the more fun, 
wearable side.”

Weiss also wanted to make sure that she 
entrusted someone reliable who specialized 
in piercing, unlike some places at the malls. 
The piercing at the store is performed by 
Keri D’Angelo. Only ears are pierced, not 
other body parts, she said.

As someone who has always enjoyed 
getting multiple ear piercings so she could 
be creative with her own look, Weiss’s 
customers can try to create their own image 
that they feel comfortable with.

“I’ve always liked the look of earrings 
up and down my ears,” Weiss said. “I love 
styling my ears, making it look like fun. To 
me, it’s just such an accessory right off my 
face.”

Weiss often gets inspired by other pieces 
she sees elsewhere and puts her unique 
twist to work. She also designs something 
nearly every day.

Once she has completed her work, Weiss 
has jewelry makers in Manhattan and abroad 
to craft her pieces.

“There’s specialty, there’s longevity to 
the piece, it’s not going to turn colors, you 
can wear it in the water, it isn’t like it’s going 
to turn your ear or your finger black because 
it’s not real gold,” Weiss said. “There’s no 
plating on it, so no plating is going to come 
off.”

While all of her work is fine jewelry, it’s 
also reasonably priced, relatively speaking. 

Single earrings start at $125 to $150 each 
and go up from there depending on the 
amount of gold and the number of stones in 
the piece.

Opening her retail space has Weiss 
excited about not just selling jewelry but 
helping customers find the piece that best 
suits them.

“Whatever it is, I want my client to feel so 
good and happy and excited and that, to me, 
brings me the most joy,” Weiss said. 

Ali Weiss Jewelry is located at 384 
Main St. in Armonk. Appointments are 
recommended but walk-ins are welcome. 
For more information, call 914-430-3001, 
e-mail hello@aliweissjewelry.com or visit 
www.aliweissjewelry.com.

Fine Jewelry Designer Takes Plunge With New Shop, Piercing Bar

Jewelry designer Ali Weiss, left, at her Armonk 
retail store and piercing bar with ear piercer Keri 
D’Angelo.

One of the many fun earrings that is part of 
jewelry designer Ali Weiss’s collection.



June 7 - June 13, 2022 Examiner Media14

By Martin Wilbur

It’s hard to believe that just over six 
months ago the Armonk Lions Club was 
on the verge of folding, which would have 
marked the end of the organization’s annual 
fol-de-rol.

Last weekend, a reinvigorated Lions Club 
held one of the most successful fol-de-rols 
in years at Wampus Brook Park with new 
vendors, entertainment and food options 
that helped swell crowds from pre-pandemic 
levels.

Also fueled by sparkling weather from 
Friday evening through Sunday and new 
members who helped the dwindling ranks 
of longtime volunteers, the four-day country 

fair-type at least met, if not exceeded, all 
expectations.

for charities, service organization and 
town projects.

“It was really on its last leg and people 
stepped up,” said North Castle Councilman 
Matt Milim, who took on the task of helping 
to put out the call for new members after he 
was elected last November. “I think it shows 
how much this town and this community 
cares about events like this and we’ll 
have more people step up next year. It’s 
important.”

Late last fall, with the Lions Club down to 
nine members, district leadership gave the 
Armonk chapter an ultimatum – get its ranks 
up to 20 members by the close of last year or 

cease operations.
Milim said 18 new members were brought 

in, including five or six dynamos that helps 
set the tone for this year’s fol-de-rol.

Phyllis Padow-Sederbaum, the Armonk 
Lions Club secretary and president of the 
Armonk Leo’s, said the club was four days 
away from folding. 

But you would never know strolling 
around the grounds, with large crowds and 
lines for the 10 food vendors, the tickets for 
the rides and the always popular pig races. 
Organizers were also able to attract 70 crafts 
vendors, including many new ones.

“The old members and the new members 
did a fantastic job working together. They 
really did,” Padow-Sederbaum said. “We 

were just so pleased. You could find a 
different type of energy.”

Milim said it is also important for residents 
to know that the fol-de-rol is about more 
than fun, food and games. The money raised 
at the event is doled out to local charities, 
service organizations and town projects.

“I just want people to know that the 
money goes for,” he said. “I think a lot of 
people don’t know; they just think of going 
to a festival. It’s important for people to 
know that they’re spending this money and 
it’s going right back into the town.”

The goal over the next year is to get at 
least three or four more motivated members 
to bolster the ranks, he said.

Faced With Extinction, Armonk Lions Hold Successful Fol-de-Rol

It’s Spring Tune-up TimeIt’s Spring Tune-up Time
Get Your Mower “Lawn Ready”!Get Your Mower “Lawn Ready”!

Repair Tech:
Tony Cinquanta 

1943 Baldwin Rd • Yorktown NY 10598
914-962-3800 • M-F 8-5, Sat 8-4

Find us on “Yorktown Moms” Facebook!

SupporttheRelay!

Anthony’s Power EquipmentAnthony’s Power Equipment
Lawn Mower Service and RepairLawn Mower Service and Repair

AVOID 
THE BUMPY 

ROAD WITH THIS
STEADY RATE 

25-MONTH CD2.00%
APY

Minimum deposit of $500 with a maximum of $10,000,000.  The Interest Rate is 1.985% with an Annual Percentage Yield (APY) of 2.00%.  Both are effective and accurate as of June 1, 2022. Early withdrawal 
penalties may be imposed, and the fee could reduce principal. If the CD is fully or partially redeemed prior to original maturity date, a penalty equivalent to 180 days interest may be applied. Offer may be 
withdrawn or modified without prior notice. Fees could reduce earnings. See a Bank Representative for complete terms and conditions. © 2022 Valley National Bank. Member FDIC Equal Opportunity 
Lender. All Rights Reserved. VLY5565

With so much unpredictability out there, guarantee a great rate to 
help you safely grow your savings. Lock in a 2% yield to protect your 
money and build your savings with our 25-month CD. 

VISIT A VALLEY BRANCH TODAY.

VLY5565_9.75"w x 5.8"h_25 Month_Westchester Ad.indd   1VLY5565_9.75"w x 5.8"h_25 Month_Westchester Ad.indd   1 6/3/22   4:56 PM6/3/22   4:56 PM

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTOS

Just six months after the Armonk Lions Club 
nearly went under, they held one of the most 
successful fol-de-rols in recent memory last 
weekend.
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10% of the Proceeds in this Promotion will be Donated to The American Cancer Society

Licensed by O�  ce of Children and Family Services

CALL FOR A TOUR! (914) 962-2929
WWW.BRIGHTBEGINPRESCHOOL.COM

Montessori educational approach  
• Music Appreciation • Movement • Science/Nature •

• Creative Art • Water Play • Sports •
Centrally located in Yorktown Heights 

to explore our natural resources
 Keeping in mind the safety and well-being of our children

Ages 18 months to 5 years old
Schedules: (9:00 - 12:00); (9:00 - 2:00 pre-school only); (9:00 - 4:00)

After care available until 5:00 pm, please inquire
2 to 5 Days O� ered  •  4 Weeks Minimum

SUMMER PROGRAM 2022
ACCEPTING ENROLLMENT

845-628-0300 • 2 Clark Place • Mahopac, NY 10541

50% OFF ALL DAY, EVERY DAY INCLUDING
GIFT WRAP, GIFT BAGS AND INVITATIONS

Jewelry • Picture Frames • Candles •  
Balloons • Toys • NEW! Local Artisans

“Where Smart Shoppers Shop”

CCARDARD$$MARTMART
  & G  & GIFTSIFTS of Mahopac

Gifts for
Grads and

Dads!

danasdinermahopac@gmail.com
facebook.com/danasdinermahopac

565 Route 6, Mahopac, NY 10541
845.533.5330

Dana’s Diner Supports
Relay For Life

15 Washington Ave • Pleasantville, NY • Mon-Sat 10am-6pm 
Closed Sundays During Summer

Call or Fax: 914-769-0771

For Your Special 2019 Grads, Dads and Teachers!
We have wonderful Truffl es & Personalized Chocolates

for that Special Person or Occasion!
Chocolate Supplies- for your Customized Baking Needs

Favors for Weddings...

RETRO
CANDY

& BOXES

Personalized 
Ribbon 
Printing

Lil’ Chocolate Shoppe

 Favors • Weddings • Showers
Father’s Day • Graduations

Party Favors

2022

HOMER RICH 
EYE CARE

OF YORKTOWN
Highest Quality Eye Care

26 Triangle Shopping Center • Yorktown Heights, NY 
(914) 245-6158 • Fax (914) 245-6154

Closed Sun-Mon • Tues & Fri 10-5 • Wed & Thurs 10-7 • Sat 10-1
www.HomerRichEye.com

3-11pm3-11pm
Opening Ceremony: 7:00pm

Luminaria:10:00pm
Closing Ceremony: 10:30pm - Survivor and Caregiver Reception: 5:30pm

JACK DEVITOMEMORIAL FIELD1974 COMMERCE ST,YORKTOWN, NY

Have us cater your next party, special occasion or event

• Happy Hour 4-7pm Monday-Friday
• Weekly Menu Specials
• Pool Table & Darts
• Paint & Sip Parties 
• Live Music

914-302-6390 • yorktowngameday@gmail.com
1927 Commerce St , Yorktown Hts, NY 10598

Your Family Friendly Restaurant!
Watch your favorite local 

teams and sporting events
on our 14 Big Screen TVs

Hours: M-F 9a-7p • Sat. 9a-5p • Closed Sunday
1998 Commerce St. Yorktown Hts, NY 10598

914-302-2998
www.themailboxstoreofwestchester.com

Yorktown Heights’ Premier Copy, Print 
and Document Services Center.

We are a drop Off  Location 
For UPS, Fed Ex, DHL & USPS!
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“Bringing your Hair to Life Since 1982” 

SPRING INTO A NEW YOU!

Join the Walk!
(It’s a Hair raising Experience)

Follow us on Facebook at Fred’s Hair Salon

Katonah Shopping Center  • 270 Katonah Ave.  Katonah
     (914) 232-5201

Tues. 9:30-6 Wed. 9-6 Thurs 9-7 Fri 9-6 Sat 8:30- 5

• Hair Cuts • Perms • Color
• Keritan • Treatment

• Highlights
• Chemical Straightening

• Waxing

Make your 
appointment 

today!

Walk-InsWelcome!
(It’s a Hair raising Experience)(It’s a Hair raising Experience)

845.628.2233

2 Mahopac Plaza - Route 6N, Mahopac
(next to Kwality Ice Cream)

www.cafepiccolobakery.com

Support Relay For Life!
Like A Great Pastry,

It’s Good For The Soul!

Pastries • Cakes
Pies (Apple, Blueberry, Cherry) 
Breads • Cannoli Chips & Dip

Gluten Free Cookies

Look for our Daily Specials
Our grill is open for 

Hot Sandwiches

Make any day delightful 
with our sweet treats 

& desserts.

Café Piccolo Bakery

Same Family. Same Location. Since 1848.

(914) 737-2000
2 N. WATER ST. PEEKSKILL, NY  .  WWW.DAINSLUMBER.COM

LUMBER
HARDWARE

DOORS
WINDOWS
FLOORING

DECKING
FENCING
SIDING

CABINETS
  MOLDINGW.S. Jeung Taekwondo

Supports Relay For Life

3-11pm3-11pm
Opening Ceremony: 7:00pm

Luminaria:10:00pm
Closing Ceremony: 10:30pm - Survivor and Caregiver Reception: 5:30pm

JACK DEVITOMEMORIAL FIELD1974 COMMERCE ST,YORKTOWN, NY

10% of the Proceeds in this Promotion will be Donated to The American Cancer Society

Let’s Keep Walking 
Towards a Cure!

RELIABLE OIL CO., Inc.
277 Veterans Road

Yorktown Heights, NY 10598
914-962-4508 • 914 -962-4682

Fax: 914-962-4561
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The Tom Thumb Campus
1949 East Main Street, Mohegan Lake, NY

For information, call Nancy Brophy, Owner/Director 914-528-5600

For information, call Nancy Brophy, Owner/Director 914-528-5600

The Tom Thumb Campus
1949 East Main Street, Mohegan Lake, NY

www.tomthumbschool.com

Stay & Play Safely Club
After Elementary School Program

A school for two’s
for children who will be 2 years old by Nov 30th

www.dynamic-gym.com
914-528-KIDS

Ages 3 and Up, Younger 5’s

9:00 a.m. to 2:15 or 3:15 Dismissal Programs

Before and After Care Available

NY State Certified Curriculum

NYS OCFS Daycare License

Before care begins at 6:50 a.m.     After care until 5:30 p.m.

Before care begins at 6:50 a.m.     After care until 5:30 p.m.

1/2 Day or Full Day Programs     Before and After Care Available

Before / After Camp Care Available
Thomas Brophy, Camp Director

Hours: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Choose your own days

For ages 3.5 to 9 years old

SUMMER CAMP

for Lakeland Elementary School Aged Children
Before or After School Programs

Preschool, Recreational 
and Team Classes

Helping to Build Healthy 
Bodies and Strong Minds

Competing Builds Confidence

We Are A School!
Directors:
Teadora Cepoi - Olympic Silver Medalist 1976
Sorin Cepoi - Olympian Competitor 1976, 1980
Tom Brophy - Club Manager and Coach
Nancy Brophy - Owner

ThumBelina

YORKTOWN PET GROOMING, INC.

1903 Commerce Street, Yorktown Heights
914 962-4464 • www.yorktownpetgrooming.com

“Join the Walk,
You Don’t Even
Need a Leash!”

Relay For Life

YORKTOWN PHARMACY
Serving the Community Since 1930

Health & Beauty Aids • Magazines • Perfumes

www.yorktownpharmacy.com
yorktownpharmacy@yahoo.com

1905 Commerce Street 914-962-2600
Yorktown Heights NY 1059 Fax: 914-962-6319

We support Relay For Life!

240 Route 6, Mahopac, New York 10541
845-628-9106 • www.midcountylighting.com

Competitive
Pricing

with Service
You Can’t
Get Online!

Proudly Supporting 
Relay For Life

3-11pm3-11pm
Opening Ceremony: 7:00pm

Luminaria:10:00pm
Closing Ceremony: 10:30pm - Survivor and Caregiver Reception: 5:30pm

JACK DEVITOMEMORIAL FIELD1974 COMMERCE ST,YORKTOWN, NY

10% of the Proceeds in this Promotion will be Donated to The American Cancer Society
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Specializing in
Landscape Design

Visit our Spacious Greenhouse

Katonah Nursery,Inc.

(914) 232-3570
194 Route 100 Somers, New York

(opposite Somers Paramount Nursing Home)
Store Hours: Monday - Saturday 8-5; Sunday 8-4

Time for Planting Hope
JOIN THE WALK!

• Mulches, Composts
   Garden Soils
• Annuals & Vegetables
• 10",  12" and larger 
  Hanging Baskets

• Potted Perennials
• Jonathan Green Grass Seed
• Pottery, Insecticides
• Fruit Trees and 
  Flowering Trees

Curbside Pickup and Delivery 
Available

STRENGTH & CONDITIONING
• Personal Training
• Small Group Training
• Sport Specific Training
• Classes/Memberships

Robert Tomasulo
levelupfitness07@gmail.com

Visit levelupfsc.com or call (914) 302-2325
for more information!

2013 Crompond Rd
Yorktown Hts, NY 10598

www.levelupfsc.com

Proudly Supporting 
Relay For Life

1736 Front Street Yorktown Hts.

914-743-1314
Monday though Thursday 10am - 6pm

Friday through Sunday 11am - 5pm
Sponsors and volunteers always needed!

3-11pm3-11pm
Opening Ceremony: 7:00pm

Luminaria:10:00pm
Closing Ceremony: 10:30pm - Survivor and Caregiver Reception: 5:30pm

JACK DEVITOMEMORIAL FIELD1974 COMMERCE ST,YORKTOWN, NY

10% of the Proceeds in this Promotion will be Donated to The American Cancer Society

32 Triangle Center
Yorktown Heights, NY 10598

Tuesday - Saturday 10-6

Jewelry & Watch RepairCustom Design Fine Jewelry

914-245-3899
genesisjewelers.com

“If you can dream it,“If you can dream it,
we will make it”we will make it”
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MEN

LOVE IT

TOO!

The Hilarious 
Celebration of Women 

and The Change!®

 “It’s impossible not to laugh!”
                                                                    ~The New York Times

JUNE 15TH  THRU JUNE 25TH 

at the Chappaqua Performing Arts Center
480 BEDFORD ROAD, CHAPPAQUA, NY  (866) 806-5777
TICKETS & INFO TheWestchesterTheatre.com   

LIMITED 
ENGAGEMENT! 

Angélique Kidj0, August 6 Brian stokes Mitchell, July 9 J’Nai Bridges, July 7

June 18 – August 19

2022 Summer Season

C l a s s i c a l   /   R o o t s   /   J a z z   /   W o r l d   /   F a m i l y  F u n   /   K A T O N A H ,  N Y

Tickets &  
Information

caramoor.org 
914.232.1252

By Jason Klein

Jason Klein coaches youth 
baseball in Mount Kisco and 
is an advocate for girls getting 

a fair opportunity in the game. 
He is also the author of YES 

PEPPER, an empowering new book for girls 
who play baseball. Follow Jason on Twitter 
@ByJasonKlein and @YesPepperBook. Pre-
order your copy of YES PEPPER by visiting 
ByJasonKlein.com.

My daughter is surrounded by boys.
This scenario could make some dads 

uncomfortable.
Instead, it’s just another baseball 

Saturday in May. We’re at the Leonard 
Park fields in Mount Kisco, and I’m 
coaching my eight-year-old daughter’s 
little league team. She’s the only girl on 

the roster.
Aside from her hot pink batting helmet, 

she’s really no different than any other 
player on the team. She’s just as fast, 
strong, and eager to learn as anyone else.

There are a handful of other girls 
scattered throughout the league, but on 
our team, my daughter plays alongside 
nine boys every weekend. It’s her choice.

Our town doesn’t offer a little league 
softball program. She could play in the 
Katonah-Lewisboro Bedford Softball 
league if she wanted to, but for now, she 
prefers baseball. It’s a difficult decision for 
some young girls to make.

A few years back, my older daughter 
questioned her place in the game. Before 
signing up to play in the MKLL, she asked 
me if baseball was a sport that girls could 
play, too. I did my best to reassure her but 
could tell she still had some doubts. 

Like a resourceful, modern-day 
#GirlDad, I decided to tweet about it. I 
asked Twitter to “show my daughter she’s 
not alone.” I asked my fellow tweeters to 
“show her how many people agree with 
me,” that baseball is a sport for girls, too. 
The response was overwhelming.

The post garnered 5.1 million 
impressions and collected over 80,000 

combined likes and retweets, including 
support from Major League Baseball, 
Little League International, USA 
Women’s Baseball, and Baseball For All, 
an organization that advocates for girls 
in the game. The Washington Post even 
picked up on the story and wrote a feature 
about us.

After the tweet went 
viral, thousands of parents 
reached out to me to 
encourage my daughter 
and to share their personal 
stories with me. The 
humbling experience gave 
me a better understanding 
of just how many young 
female ballplayers out 

there have similar doubts.
My older daughter eventually decided 

to sign up for MKLL. She played three 
seasons before moving on to try other 
activities. Now, my younger daughter is 
giving baseball a shot.

Like a lot of girls, she might decide to 
switch to softball one day or stop playing 
altogether. However, if she wants to stick 
with baseball, she’ll have our full support 
and plenty of role models to look up to.

Eight years ago, Mo’ne Davis, a 13-year-
old girl from Philadelphia, dominated 
the boys during the Little League World 
Series. She became the first girl to pitch 
a winning LLWS game. Her efforts landed 
her on the cover of Sports Illustrated and 
helped her capture ...

To read the rest of this article, and 
others like it, subscribe 
at www.examiner-plus.
com. We hope you’ve 
enjoyed this week’s excerpt 
from our  Examiner+ 
newsmagazine-style email 
newsletter. We love honest 
feedback. Tell us what you 
think: examinerplus@
theexaminernews.com

Girls and Baseball

Visit www.examiner-plus.com to 
subscribe to our newsmagazine-style 
email newsletter and read the full 
version of this article and others like 
it! Examiner+ delivers smart, 
in-depth content so you can live 
your most intelligent local life.

While helping his young daughter overcome her doubts about playing America’s beloved 
pastime, a Mount Kisco dad learned she was not alone in her concerns
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When I rented my first 
apartment on my own in New 
York City (well, actually the 
quaint neighborhood of Brooklyn 
Heights), I was in seventh 
heaven: living independently 
after a rough patch of sharing an 
apartment with two other guys 
and having no real privacy.

The apartment was in a brand-
new building and I was one of its 
first tenants.  The upper floor 
apartments hadn’t been finished 
yet, so I took an apartment on 
the second floor of a five-story 
building. I was happy as could 
be in the quiet solitude of my 
own place – until the apartment 
above me was rented and I was 
suddenly made painfully aware that the 
building wasn’t very well sound proofed, 
especially from the floor above.  

A young single mother moved in with a 
very active five- or six-year-old daughter. 
Then, I was sharing my privacy with the 
click of high heels, combined with the 
patter of little but horsey feet. I realized 
for the first time in my life that I must be 
very sensitive to sound, and I was unhappy 
waiting in anticipation of the next clamor 
of footsteps across the floor above.  

I found out my neighbor’s name from 
the directory in the lobby and looked up 
her telephone number, all of this before 
the advent of cell phones. Armed with that 

information, I began to call her 
up whenever her child’s running 
around became too much for me 
to live with. The relationship 
between us became so strained 
that at one point she sent her 
boyfriend down to bang on my 
door and threaten to punch me 
out.  

My only alternative to 
going mad was to find another 
apartment. Rather than walk out 
on my lease, something I had 
done a couple of times without 
consequence, I sublet to a nice 
couple. When they asked if the 
tenants upstairs were quiet, 
I said, oh yes, conceding that 
occasionally I heard the woman’s 

heels on her way to work. 
Ever since that time, I have sought 

apartments and condos with no one living 
above me. I recognize that not everybody is 
as sensitive to neighbor noise as I am, but 
I guess we all have our own requirements 
for living happily.

There were other times when my quest 
for quiet involved conflict. At one point, 
my wife and I moved to Boston for a career 
change and we rented a penthouse floor 
apartment in a new building where there 
was only one other occupied apartment on 
the same floor. And wouldn’t you know it, 
that apartment was rented to two airline 
stewardesses who would hold raucous 

parties on the weekends that always 
spilled out into the hallway. 

Not wanting to have direct confrontation 
with them, I called the police to quiet the 
place down. Afterwards, again, there was 
a knock on my door and when I looked 
through the peephole, it was some bouncer-
type guy standing there, threatening to 
punch me out. Why were my attempts at 
peace and quiet always resulting in the 
threat of physical violence? I started to 
think it was me.

Of course, there are all sorts of noises 
we can’t control. For instance, I always 
find myself in a less relaxed state when the 
lawn downstairs from my condo is being 
mowed or the carpet in the hallway is being 
vacuumed. But it’s all tolerable, especially 
if I distract myself with earphones playing 
pleasant music.

There was another period in my life 

where I found a certain outside noise 
intolerable, but it was quite a sensitive 
matter. I bought an antique home across 
the street from Guiding Eyes for the 
Blind where as many as 70 dogs would be 
let outside to “socialize” for most of the 
daylight hours. The organization called 
it socializing, but I called it unreasonable 
noise.  

I was certain that something could be 
done to have the organization be more 
accommodating to its neighbors, so I 
formed a coalition of surrounding residents 
to see if we could find a solution. It wasn’t 
the most popular of efforts considering the 
purpose of the organization, but after some 
years we managed to have the school build 
soundproof kennels and the problem was 
solved. 

Speaking of barking dogs, some towns, 
such as Yorktown where I live, have 
limitations on the time that a dog can be 
allowed to bark outside.

As I finish this column, I am aware of 
the humming buzz of my air conditioning 
system. But let’s not get neurotic about 
things.

Bill Primavera is a realtor associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
founder of Primavera Public Relations, Inc., 
the longest-running public relations agency 
in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.com). To 
engage the services of The Home Guru and 
his team to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

Finding Ways to Deal With a Neighbor’s Noise at Home

845.278.7070
Service@feehaninsurance.com

FeehanInsurance.com

2350 Route 6, Brewster, NY 10509

Insuring New York and Connecticut 
businesses and families for more 

than 30 years.

845.278.7070
Service@feehaninsurance.com

FeehanInsurance.com

2350 Route 6, Brewster, NY 10509

Insuring New York and Connecticut 
businesses and families for more 

than 30 years.

ROOFING • WINDOWS • SIDING • DOORS • PAINTING
DECKS • SEAMLESS GUTTERS • LEADERS • REPAIRS
ROOFING • WINDOWS • SIDING • DOORS • PAINTING

www.miraclehomeimprovements.com
We’ll help you SAVE MONEY on your heating and cooling bills!

SPRING IS HERE!

WC10415H99    PC1817

ROOFING • WINDOWS • SIDING • DOORS • PAINTING
We’ll help you SAVE MONEY on your heating and cooling bills!

Don’t Fall Behind on your
Spring Projects

Call NOW for a FREE estimate

914.271.9119
2010 Albany Post Road
Croton-on-Hudson, NY

FINANCING OPTIONS FROM

We now 
have a 
Painting 
Division READY, WILLING & ABLE

Ready: The need for REAL ESTATE is always present
Willing: To help with those needs in a changing environment

Able: To work with you in our new normal
 

As we move to the next step in re-opening the local real estate market,
contact me to help with your important decisions... 

Because my time is your time.
Sharon L. Foley

Lic. Real Estate Salesperson
370 Manville Road, Pleasantville

C: 914.649.1157
O: 914.769.2222

E: Sharon.Foley@ERA.com
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According to the Alzheimer’s 
Association’s 2022 Facts & Figures Report, 
Black Americans are twice as likely to 
develop Alzheimer’s or another dementia 
as their white counterparts, but less likely 
to receive a diagnosis. 

During Alzheimer’s & Brain Awareness 
Month, the Alzheimer’s Association will 
host a virtual program on Wednesday, 
June 15 from 6 to 7:30 p.m. featuring three 
experts who will address this issue and 
explore important dementia-related topics 
such as risk factors, the importance of 
getting a diagnosis, research and more.

“We are pleased to be able to bring 
together these three accomplished 
experts to help spread awareness and 
understanding of Alzheimer’s and dementia 
in the Black community, said Meg Boyce, 
vice president of programs and services 
for the Alzheimer’s Association Hudson 
Valley Chapter, which helped organize the 
event. “Hopefully it will help change the 
disparities that exist when it comes to how 
this heartbreaking disease affects families.” 

Speakers participating in “Twice the 
Risk: Dementia’s Impact on Communities 
of Color” will include Dr Goldie Byrd, 
professor of public health sciences and 
director of the Maya Angelou Center for 
Health Equity at Wake Forest School of 
Medicine; Dr. Carl V. Hill, chief Diversity, 
Equity and Inclusion officer for the 
Alzheimer’s Association; and Dr. Dozene 
Guishard, director of health and wellness 
initiatives at the Carter Burden Network.

Byrd is a former Dean of the College of 
Arts and Sciences, chair of biology and the 
Nathan F. Simms Endowed Distinguished 
Professor of Biology at North Carolina State 
University. She conducts research on the 
genetics of Alzheimer’s disease in African 
Americans, to understand genetic variants 
that might attribute to the increased burden 
of Alzheimer’s disease in this population. 

 Hill oversees initiatives to strengthen 
the association’s outreach to all populations 
and providing communities with resources 
and support to address the Alzheimer’s 
crisis. He is responsible for developing 
partnerships with organizations to advance 
diversity, equity and inclusion. Through his 
leadership, the Alzheimer’s Association 
has broadened its reach into diverse 
communities.

Guishard has extensive experience in 
the nonprofit, government, public health, 

aging services and corporate sectors. 
She currently serves on the National 
Alzheimer’s Association Board and 
previously served as Board Chair of the 
Hudson Valley Chapter.

To learn more and register for the 
program, visit alz.org/newyork or call the 
Alzheimer’s Association’s 24/7 Helpline 
at 800-272-3900. The first 100 people 
to register for and attend this event will 
receive an #ENDALZ thank you package 
by mail, including resources for caregivers.  

The Hudson Valley Chapter of the 

Alzheimer’s Association serves families 
living with dementia in Dutchess, Orange, 
Putnam, Rockland, Sullivan, Ulster and 
Westchester counties. To learn more about 
the programs and services offered locally, 
visit alz.org/hudsonvalley. 

Virtual Program to Look at Impact of Alzheimer’s on Black Community

Dr. Goldie Byrd, professor of public health sciences 
at Wake Forest School of Medicine, will be one 
of the speakers at the Alzheimer’s Association 
of the Hudson Valley’s June 15 program on the 
impact of dementia on communities of color.

Ten Washington Ave., Pleasantville, NY
Across from the Burns Film Center

914.769.8322
sta� @pleasantvillebooks.com

Come browse our selection of 
hand-selected books, 

unique cards and more! 
Open seven days a week. 

EVENT SPONSORS
AAA CARTING & RUBBISH REMOVAL, INC.
AFSCME UNION 2343-  
TOWN OF CORTLANDT EMPLOYEES
AUGIE’S PRIME CUT RESTAURANT
CERTAINTEED GYPSUM
CRP SANITATION/ 
GOT TO GO PORTABLE RESTROOMS
DAKOTA SUPPLY CORP./ 
BILOTTA CONSTRUCTION CORP.
FRED COOK SEPTIC TANK CLEANING
HOLLOW BROOK GOLF CLUB
LET IT SHINE
NEWYORK-PRESBYTERIAN  
HUDSON VALLEY HOSPITAL
ROTARY CLUB OF CORTLANDT MANOR
UNITED RENTALS
WESTCHESTER PLUMBERS AND 
STEAMFITTERS LOCAL 21/HVAC-R

GRAND PATRONS
A.S.A.P. MORTGAGE CORP.
BUCHANAN DENTAL ARTS
D&N KITCHENS AND BATHS
GYMNASTICS CITY
HUNTINGTON LEARNING CENTER
LUPOSELLO’S AUTO BODY  
& AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR SHOP
MALLES AUTO BODY
TABLE 9 FOOD & DRINK
UNITED REAL ESTATE, LLC

PATRONS
HUDSON VALLEY GATEWAY  
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
THE DANCE CONSERVATORY

Town Supervisor 
Richard H. Becker, MD

www.TownofCortlandt.com
914-734-1002

  @TownofCortlandt

Town Board
James F. Creighton

Francis X. Farrell
Cristin Jacoby

Robert E. Mayes

JUNE

THURSDAY, JUNE 16
Kick Start Charlie

THURSDAY, JUNE 30
Six-String Country

JULY

THURSDAY, JULY 7
The Thornwoods
*MOVIE
Luca (2021)

THURSDAY, JULY 21
The Billy Doors Petty Band
*MOVIE
Paw Patrol:  
The Movie (2021)

THURSDAY, JULY 28
Andy Polay Jazz Quintet

AUGUST

THURSDAY, AUGUST 4
Everything Else - British 
Invasion Experience Show
*MOVIE
Jungle Cruise (2021)

Free!

CORTLANDT WATERFRONT PARK
77 RIVERVIEW AVE, VERPLANCK 2022 SCHEDULE

CONCERTS - 7:00 PM
*MOVIES - 8:30 PM
OPENING ACTS - 6:00 PM

FOOD VENDORS
American Dogs, LLC 
Mister Softee 
and more!
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Your Complete Automotive Service Center

COLLISION REPAIR – WE HANDLE YOUR ENTIRE CLAIM USING ONLY FACTORY AUTHORIZED PARTS
• NYS Inspection • Air Conditioning • Wheel Alignment & Balancing • Preventive Maintenance • Towing & TIRE CENTER

KEEPING YOUR FLEET, VANS, BOXES &
LIGHT DUTY VEHICLES ON THE ROAD.
DOWN TIME IS JUST NOT AN OPTION

Offer good through June 30, 2022 Call for details, Restrictions apply. Cannot be combined with any other coupons. Must Mention special when booking appointment or dropping of vehicle for service.

15% OFF*
BG Climate Control Services
15% OFF*

BG Climate Control Services

A Breath of Fresh AirA Breath of Fresh Air
SCAN CODE
For a Convenient Way
to Set Up Service

�
We’ve made it easier than ever
to make a service appointment
Go ON-LINE OR Call TODAY!

15% OFF (B.G.) Climate Control
& Air Conditioning Service
Includes System Efficiency Check.

ADD ANY OTHER (B.G.) Preventive
Maintenance Service... AND GET
15% OFF that one as well!

Service
Integrity

Compassion

Some things are more important 
than others. Like serving our com-
munity. With Compassion. With 
Integrity. With Sincerity. We care for 
the individuals and the families we 
serve when they most need it. We 
believe it is one of the most impor-
tant things we do. We know our 
responsibility is to you.
“Where The Difference Is In The Caring” 
Anthony J. Guarino
Funeral Director

Congratulations 

Congratulations 

Class of 2022!

Class of 2022!

Family Owned & Operated
945 East Main Street
Yorktown, NY 10588

(914) 962-0700
www.YorktownFuneralhome.com

yfh945@gmail.com

Happy Father’s 
Day from
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During a family day trip to Salem, 
Mass., we toured The House of 
the Seven Gables, made famous by 
Nathaniel Hawthorne’s 1851 novel.  

Built in 1668, the home’s place in 
literary and architectural history was 
patiently explained by the tour guide 
during our visit. A secret staircase, 
parlors galore and tales of family 
intrigue were highlights to be sure. 

One room in the mansion had a wall 
of historical images for tour-goers to 
absorb.  A single document featured 
on that wall caught my eye. It was a 
document that was instantly familiar, 
a legal-sized paper that would be at 
home in any file currently in my office. 
I snapped a photo. That 
paper was a real property 
deed from 1749. The 
template, language, 
description and format 
of a document prepared 
273 years ago matched 
deeds that we draft 
today.   

If there is a lesson that can be 
derived from a snapshot of a Colonial 
Era document it is that the law 
operates on a timeline often unaffected 

by modernity or efficiency. A home 
is usually among the top three most 
valuable assets that a person owns.  
Keeping your ownership of that home 
tethered to an ancient document with 
significant limitations is not ideal.  

Deeds list owners – former owners, 
current owners and the type of 
ownership each owner possesses. 
Some deed ownership combinations 
allow for a surviving co-owner to 
inherit the deceased co-owner’s or 
life tenant’s interest directly without 
probate. The remaining sole owner’s 
share would be a probate asset 
involving court intervention if their 
name remained the only name on the 

deed at the time of their 
death.  

In a Medicaid 
situation, an estate 
recovery action could 
be brought and the value 
of the home included in 
the estate. Creditors of 

the decedent could also file against the 
estate and their claim could impact the 
home as an estate asset.   

Placing your home in a trust, whether 
revocable or irrevocable, is one way to 

avoid probate, especially if 
the rest of your assets have 
beneficiaries or joint account 
holders. Trusts can include 
specific instructions on how 
you want the home to be 
managed, shared, rented 
and ultimately sold. Trust 
beneficiary combinations 
with contingency planning 
offer more complete 
instructions than a deed’s 
language.  Irrevocable trusts 
offer creditor and Medicaid 
protections for a home placed 
within while still allowing for STAR tax 
exemptions.  

The use of trusts also reflects 
complex relationships, second 
marriages and blended families. A 
deed that automatically transfers a 
deceased spouse’s share of a home 
to the surviving spouse affords the 
surviving spouse an opportunity to 
transfer the home to anyone according 
to their discretion. 

In a blended family situation, the 
deceased spouse’s children could 
conceivably be left out. Trusts mitigate 
that issue. A home placed in trust can 

allow for a surviving 
spouse to remain in 
the home for the rest 
of their life and then 
that property could be 
sold and the proceeds 
shared by all the 
children.  

Deeds are not going 
away anytime soon. (A 
deed is still required to 
transfer ownership to 
a trust). Adaptability, 
though, is a major 
component of estate 

planning. 
Long-term care issues and family 

issues are present-day realities. Just 
because something was done the same 
way for 273 years does not mean that 
we cannot take advantage of other 
tools that will give us better results. 

Contact the professionals at Sloan & 
Feller today for more information.

Alan D. Feller, Esq. is managing 
partner of Sloan & Feller Attorneys at 
Law, located at 625 Route 6 in Mahopac. 
He can be reached at alandfeller@
sloanandfeller.com.

Time To Place Your Home in a Trust

BUYING
COMIC BOOK
COLLECTIONS!
✭Top Prices Paid!✭

30+ Years Experience!
Reliable & Local (W’chester/Putnam)

Call /Text: 917-699-2496 
email: smileLP@aol.com

visit us at:

1016 Broadway
Thornwood,  NY 10549

(914) 747-4848
aardvarkpet@verizon.net

 
BEECHER FLOOKS FUNERAL HOME, INC. 

        

Personally Owned and Supervised By 

              William F  Flooks, Jr.    & William J  Flooks                 
                         Proprietor              Licensed Funeral Director                             

Caring for our community since 1928 
Personal and Complete Funeral Service 

418 Bedford Road…Pleasantville, NY 10570…769-0001 

www.beecherflooksfh.com

BF 
EEC ER F O KS FUNERA  HOME  I C  

        

rsonally Owned a d S pervised B  

              lliam F  Fl k  Jr     lliam J  Fl k                  
                         o rietor              en d F l Di t                              

aring for our c mmunity si ce 1 28 
e s nal a d C m lete F neral S rvi e 

 B df d R d Pl ill  NY 10 70 7 00 1 

ww b cherfl oksfh com

“The place to turn in your time of need!”

Assistance 
of

Counsel

By Alan D. Feller, Esq. 
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ClassifiedsEXAMINER MEDIA
Classifi ed Ad Deadline 

is Thursdays at 5pm for the 
next week’s publication

To Place a Classifi ed Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 or e-mail 

classifi eds@theexaminernews.com

ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES

MOST CASH PAID FOR 
paintings, antiques, furniture, 
silver, sculpture, jewelry books, 
cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, 
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL 
AARON AT 914-235-0302

**COMIC BOOKS WANTED! 
TOP PRICES PAID!** 30 years 
experience. Reliable and honest! 
Call or Text:  917-699-2496, or 
e-mail: smileLP@aol.com.

WANTED TO BUY: Antiques, 

collectibles, oddities - for cash. 
(914) 263-2917

ATTORNEY

DIVORCE $389 - Uncontested 
divorce papers prepared. Only one 
signature required. Poor person 

Application included if applicable. 
Separation agreements. Custody 
and support petitions. 518-274-
0380

AUTO DONATIONS

Drive Out Breast Cancer: 

Donate a car today!  The benefits 
of donating your car or boat:  Fast 
Free Pickup - 24hr Response   Tax 
Deduction - Easy To Do!  Call 24/7:  
855-905-4755

BUYING/SELLING

Buying diamonds, gold, silver, 
all fine jewelry and watches, coins, 
paintings, better furs, complete 
estates. We simply pay more! Call 
Barry 914-260-8783 or e-mail 
Americabuying@aol.com

EDUCATION/CAREER TRAINING

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING 
PROGRAM! Train ONLINE to get 
the skills to become a Computer 
& Help Desk Professional now! 
Grants and Scholarships available 
for certain programs for qualified 
applicants. Call CTI for details! 
(844) 947-0192 (M-F 8am-6pm 
ET)

FINANCE

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR 
MORE ON YOUR TAXES? Stop 
wage & bank levies, liens & audits, 
unfiled tax returns, payroll issues, 
& resolve tax debt FAST. Call 888-
869-5361 (Hours:  Mon-Fri 7am-
5pm PST)

GOLD / SILVER WANTED

HIGHEST PRICE$ PAID - 
Visit West- chester’s Top Buyer 
for Gold, Silver, Diamonds, Coins 
& Currency, Watches, Jewelry. 
Licensed, Professional, No 
Appointment Necessary. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays 10am-
6pm, Mt. Kisco Gold & Silver, 
139E Main Street. 914-244-
9500

HEALTH

ATTENTION VIAGRA 
USERS: Generic 100mg blue 
pills or generic 20mg yellow pills. 
Get 45 plus 5 free $99 + S/H. Call 
Today. 877-707-5523

HELP WANTED

ANTICIPATED OPENINGS
- Monticello Central School  World 
Language/Spanish Teacher (MS)  
Special Education Biology Teacher 
(7-12)  Special Education ELA 
Teacher (7-12)   Teaching Assistant 
(Elem)  NYS Certification Required  
Please apply online by June 9 
at  https://monticelloschools.
tedk12.com/hire EOE

060722

continued on next page

from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

Call to get your FREE Information Kit

1-855-225-1434
Dental50Plus.com/nypress

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefits 
Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details about 
this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. 
Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider 
kinds: B438, B439 (GA: B439B).
6208-0721

DENTAL Insurance

June 24, 25 & 26, 2022
Altamont Fairgrounds
festival.oldsongs.org 

John McCutcheon • John Doyle & Mick McAuley • Hubby Jenkins 
Sheila Kay Adams with Donna Ray Norton & Melanie Rice Penland 
Windborne • Beppe Gambetta • The Vox Hunters • Roy Book Binder 
Bourque Émissaires • É.T.É • Jim Lloyd & Addie Levy • Reggie Harris 
Joe Jencks • Dennis Stroughmatt & L’Esprit Creole • Matthew Byrne 
Sam Gleaves & Deborah Payne • Bethany Yarrow • Copley Street 
Magpie with Rolly Brown • Joseph & James Bruchac • Scott Ainslie 
Sally Rogers • Howie Bursen • Claudia Schmidt • Ustad Shafaat Khan 
Andy Cohen • Great Gambian Griots • Heard • John Kirk & Trish Miller 
Cloud Ten • Petrichord • Jamcrackers • John Roberts • Stefan Amidon 
George Wilson & Selma Kaplan • Colleen Cleveland • Chris Koldewey 
John Dickson • Jake Thomas • Ron Gordon • Fern Bradley • Ted Crane 
The Great Groove Band • Roger the Jester • and more! 

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(877) 516-1160

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!

Promo Code: 285Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

TH

E N
ATION’S

G
U

T T E R GUA

R
D1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Off er valid at time of estimate only  2The leading consumer reporting 
agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” 
CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  
License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# 
H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registra-
tion# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# PA069383  Suff olk HIC  License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  
License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

1-855-478-9473CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

continued on page 26
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It has been said that the 
greatest victory the Irish 
achieved in their long journey 
to nationhood was not on a 
battlefield but rather in their 
conquest of a foreign language 
that had been forced upon 
them during eight centuries of 
English domination.  

But revenge comes in many 
guises, one of which is the way 
the conquered Irish turned 
tables on their conquerors and 
achieved absolute dominance 
of their language. Ireland has 
produced countless writers 
who have taken the English 
language to heights no others could have 
done – except, perhaps, the bard himself, 
William Shakespeare. Not surprisingly, 
there is a body of evidence that reveals 
Shakespeare may have actually been Irish!

In this category, James Joyce (1882-1941) 
claims top honors. His literary influence 
remains profound to this day. There can be 
no discussion of world literature without 
mention of this enigmatic Irishman. 

He authored three novels, a collection 
of short stories, three books of poetry 
and a play. His short story collection, 
“Dubliners,” published in 1914, remains 
an absolute classic of the genre. In 1916, 
he followed with “A Portrait of the Artist as 
a Young Man.” Largely autobiographical, 
this work further cemented his reputation.  

His most famous labor, 
“Ulysses,” arrived in 
1922. It thrust Joyce into 
the limelight as either 
the single most brilliant 
writer in the English 
language, or a degenerate 
reprobate, depending upon 
one’s stance. His final 
work, “Finnegan’s Wake,” 
appeared in 1939, two 
years before his death.

Joyce’s acumen with 
the English language 
secured him international 
recognition.  But did he 
love his native land so 

much that he could tolerate the societal 
and cultural restrictions imposed by both 
church and state on Ireland in the early 
20th century?  

No, he could not. Joyce, born in Dublin 
to a successful, though flawed, middle-
class family, chose to depart Ireland in 
1904, soon after he met Nora Barnacle.  
The couple moved to Istria, then part of 
the Austro-Hungarian 
Empire, settling first in 
Pula, and then Trieste, 
where Joyce taught 
English in a Berlitz 
school, and continued to write. With the 
outbreak of World War I, the family moved 
to Zurich, Switzerland, and in 1920 to 
Paris, where Joyce resided for the next 

20 years, until Germany 
occupied France in World 
War II.

Joyce, one of the most 
widely read Irish authors, 
is also one of the most 
difficult to comprehend, 
especially in his later 
works. But for anyone 
who has tackled his 
masterwork, “Ulysses,” it 
is a journey well worth the 
effort. Joyce uses a variety 
of literary idioms in 
“Ulysses,” most famously 
one called “stream of consciousness.”

In a torrent of words, he reveals the 
inner workings of his protagonist’s mind, 
a Dublin Jew named Leopold Bloom, 
with starts and stops as vivid as a street 
scene on a busy day. And that day is June 
16, 1904, the day on which all the events 
of the novel happen. For Joyce fans, the 
day merits near-reverential status, and is 
celebrated as “Bloomsday” everywhere a 
Joyce fan lives.

“Ulysses” was 
extremely controversial 
when it first appeared. 
It was considered by 
many to be pornographic, 

due to the sexual nature of much of the 
dialogue. It was banned in the United 
States and England. The U.S. ban was not 
lifted until 1933.

Aside from occasional 
trips to Ireland, Joyce never 
returned there to live. In 
1940, he left Paris for Zurich, 
where he died on Jan. 13, 
1941, following surgery for a 
perforated ulcer, less than a 
month shy of his 59th birthday. 
He is buried in Fluntern 
Cemetery in Zurich, along 
with his wife, Nora, who died 
in 1951. They had ultimately 
married in 1930. In the 10 
years following her husband’s 
death, she made repeated 

requests to the Irish government to allow 
repatriation of his remains to Ireland. All 
were rebuffed.

And each year, on the 16th of June, 
Joyce’s devotees set aside whatever else 
they may be doing and remember the 
ultimate master of the English tongue – an 
Irishman named James Joyce.

Longtime Pleasantville resident Brian 
McGowan was born and raised in the 
Bronx and is a second-, third-and fifth-
generation Irish-American/Canadian, as 
his immigrant ancestors followed several 
paths to the New World. Reach him at 
brian.m.mcgowan1952@gmail.com. He is 
the author of two books, “Thunder at Noon,” 
about the Battle of Waterloo, and “Love, Son 
John,” about World War II. Both books are 
available at Amazon.com.

James Joyce: Ireland’s Greatest Export, Exile, Expatriate 

The Peekskill and Cortlandt 
communities quickly responded with 
donations following The Field Library’s 
June 2 Facebook posting noting 
that about 30 children’s books with 
LGBTQIA+ themes were missing from 
the library’s shelves.   

All 30 books – which were posted on 
an Amazon wish list – were purchased 
within 24 hours by local residents 
on behalf of the library. In addition, 
Peekskill Pride donated $500 for the 
library to purchase additional books with 
LBGTQIA+ themes for the children’s 
and young adult’s collections.

The missing books were discovered 
when Rachel Mandel, a children’s 
librarian, began putting together the 
children’s Pride Month book display. 
The missing books were not checked 
out and not on the shelves. On three 
separate occasions one particular title 
has gone missing. 

“The Field Library offers a wide 
variety of books for every person in our 
community,” said Jennifer Brown, The 
Field Library’s executive director. “We 
understand that some books may not 
be to the liking of some local residents.  
However, we cannot tolerate books 
being deliberately taken to prevent 
other people from taking them out. We 
support the LGBTQIA+ community 

not only in June but also from July 
through May.”

In addition to the replacement books, 
Peekskill Pride’s donation will allow the 
expansion of the children’s and young 
adult selections.  

“I asked questions when I was young. 
My friends asked different questions 
when they were young,” said Brian 
Fassett, president of Peekskill Pride. 
“Having access to the kinds of books 
available today in our local library 
would have been life-changing. Youth 
will continue to ask questions, and 
our mission as mentors is to provide 
accurate, supportive, and accessible 
guidance. 

“It is essential to provide resources 
for anyone to explore who they are 
or who they may be and to allow 
them to pick up a story and truly feel 
represented. Peekskill Pride’s effort 
is to make sure all feel safe to be who 
they are and reach their full beautiful 
potential in a community that embraces 
them.”

“The support from the community 
has been overwhelming,” Brown said. 

“Peekskill is truly a wonderful 
community.”

For more information, contact Jennifer 
Brown at jbrown@thefieldlibrary.org.

Peekskill, Cortlandt Rally to Replace 
Library’s Missing LGBTQIA+ Books

1.zinger (n.)
   A) a sharp turn  B) a humming noise   C) a quick-witted remark 

2. questionous (adj.)
   A) inquisitive  B) indubitable   C) dubious 

3. scribblemania (n.)
   A) study of word puzzles  B) mania for writing   C) compulsive note taking

4. prolate (v.)
   A) to lengthen in time  B) set forth   C) produce 

5. day-peep (n.)
   A) an early riser  B) the dawn   C) a pleasant thought 

6. cromulent (adj.)
   A) acceptable  B) bulky   C) timeless 

7. footle (v.)
   A) to round off  B) talk foolishly   C) walk in step 

8. mafted (adj.)
   A) ideally suited  B) breathless   C) exhausted from heat 

Lost for Words? Ever find yourself at a loss for words? You may wish to try the “Lost for Words?” 
feature found on the Oxford English Dictionary (OED) website. Click on the link and four randomly 
selected words appear. Click on a word for the full dictionary entry. The words this week come 
from the OED “Lost for Words?” feature. 

THERE’S A WORD FOR IT
A vocabulary-building quiz     By Edward Goralski

Irish Eclectic

By Brian McGowanJames Joyce, about 1918, in 
Zurich

ANSWERS:
1. C. A pointed or amusing remark; a quick witted 

remark or observation; a wisecrack 
2. A. Given to asking questions; inquisitive 
3. B. Intense enthusiasm or mania for writing 
4. C. To produce; to utter, pronounce; to prolong 

or extend 

5. B. The first appearance of daylight; the earliest 
dawn 

6. A. Acceptable; adequate; satisfactory 
7. B. To act or talk foolishly; to occupy oneself in 

an aimless or trivial way 
8. C. Oppressed or stifled especially by the heat; 

exhausted from heat, crowds, or exertion 
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ClassifiedsEXAMINER MEDIA
Classifi ed Ad Deadline 

is Thursdays at 5pm for the 
next week’s publication

To Place a Classifi ed Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 or e-mail 

classifi eds@theexaminernews.com

BASE OIL SALES MNGR to 
direct sales of base oils to blenders 
& distributors in Latin America. 
Job in Harrison. Req: 2 yrs exp 
+ exp selling various grades of 
base oil. Mail resume: Chemlube 
International LLC, Attn: B. 

Cowen, 500 Mamaroneck Ave., 
Ste. 306, Harrison, NY 10528

Catskill Mts. Fishing/hunting 
club seeks long-term couple to 
manage facilities, meal services. 
Benefits include: Housing, IRA 
contribution, Health Insurance 

Forward Cover Letter and Resume 
to Catskillfishingclub@gmail.
com

Davenport Enterprises, 
Inc. (Bedford, NY) seeks Barn 
Supervisors to assist in mgt. 
of daily care of horse/prep. for 
show/including feeding/watering/
bathing/brushing & clipping 
of horses. Train new horse 
grooms. Develop/enforce dietary 
conditioning program/exercise 
routines & schedules for horses. 
Order supplies & feed. Maintain 
equipment, supply & feed 
inventory. Administer meds/assist 
vet. Manage stable attendants & 
staff. Manage logistics of horses/
staff traveling to shows, transport 
of horses, equipment. Strong 
knowledge of FEI rules & regs. 

Ability to lift 150lbs. w/assist. 6 
months exp Show-Jumping Horse 
Groom. Travel to show locations 
Westchester, Orange & Putnam 
cnty of NY. Email resumes to 
marymanfredi156@gmail.com

Up to $19.09 NYC, $18 L.I., 
$14.50 Upstate NY!  If you need 
care from your relative, friend/ 
neighbor and you have Medicaid, 
they may be eligible to start taking 
care of you as personal assistant 
under NYS Medicaid CDPA 
Program. No Certificates needed. 
347-713-3553

HOME IMPROVEMENT

BATH & SHOWER 
UPDATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months! Lifetime 

warranty & professional installs. 
Senior & Military Discounts 
available. Call: 866-393-3636

Do you need a Roof or Energy 
Efficient Windows & Help 
paying for it? YOU MAY QUALIFY 
THROUGH NEW RELIEF 
PROGRAMS (800) 944-9393 or 
visit NYProgramFunding.org to 
qualify. Approved applications 
will have the work completed 
by a repair crew provided by: 
HOMEOWNER FUNDING. 
Not affiliated with State or Gov 
Programs.

The Generac PWRcell, a 
solar plus battery storage system. 
SAVE money, reduce your reliance 
on the grid, prepare for power 
outages and power your home. Full 
installation services available. $0 
Down Financing Option. Request a 
FREE, no obligation, quote today. 
Call 888-871-0194

MISCELLANEOUS

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 
Year Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo 
with 190 channels and 3 months 
free premium movie channels! 
Free next day installation! Call 
888-508-5313

DIRECTV for $79.99/mo
for 12 months with CHOICE  
Package. Watch your favorite live 
sports, news & entertainment 
anywhere. First 3 months of HBO 
Max, Cinemax, Showtime, Starz 
and Epix included! Directv is #1 in 
Customer Satisfaction (JD Power 
& Assoc.) Some restrictions apply. 
Call 1-888-534-6918

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today.   15% 
off and 0% financing for those who 
qualify. PLUS Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-877-763-2379

TV INTERNET PHONE

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 
Channels + $14.95 High Speed 
Internet.  Free Installation, Smart 
HD DVR Included, Free Voice 
Remote. Some restrictions apply.  
Promo Expires 1/21/23. 1-866-
595-6967

VACATION RENTALS

OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. 
Best selection of full/partial week 
rentals.  Holiday Real Estate, 
Inc: 1-800-638-2102  Online 
reservations: www.holidayoc.com. 
Mention code “Beach11Bound” 
for a $25 gift card mailed with your 
FREE Brochure. Expires 2022-
08-01

060722

continued from previous page

STRONG AS STEEL WITH THE 
ATTRACTIVE LOOK OF VARIOUS 
ROOF STYLES

Upgrade Your Home with a

NEW METAL ROOF 
Guaranteed to Last a Lifetime!

From Dimensional Shingles to classic styles 
reminiscent of Cedar Shake and Spanish Tile, an 
architectural roo� ng system by Erie Metal Roofs 
can enhance the beauty of your home while 
protecting your family and property for a lifetime.

Call today to schedule your 

FREE ESTIMATE 1-855-492-6084
Made in 
the USA

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any 
other offer. Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an 
advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer 
terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be available in your area. 
Offer expires June 30, 2022. If you call the number provided, you consent to being 
contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie 
or its affiliates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding 
if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and 
Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved.

LIMITED TIME OFFER

60%off
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 

10% off

YOUR INSTALLATION

Install for Military, Health 
Workers and First Responders

+

Warranty- Limited Lifetime. 
Transferable to 1 subsequent 
owner from original purchaser. 
Terms and conditions apply. 
Hail up to 2.5”, Appearance 
of the surface coating beyond 
normal wear and tear. 

Limited time offer.
Expires 6.30.22

One time use only. Cannot be used in conjunction with any other coupon or offer.
Coupon offer good until December 31, 2022.  Valid for any new  

service except subscription fees. Must mention coupon at time of sale.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

$0 DOWN FINANCING OPTIONS!**

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

ACT NOW
TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL 
OFFER!*

(888) 871-0194

*O� er value when purchased at retail. 
**Financing available through authorized Generac partners.
Solar panels sold separately.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

$0 DOWN FINANCING OPTIONS!**

**Financing available through authorized Generac partners.

PWRcell, Generac’s fully-integrated 
solar + battery storage system, stores 
solar energy that can power your whole 
home during utility power outages and 
save you money on your electric bill.

One touch of a button 
sends help fast, 24/7.

alone
I’m never

Life Alert® is always 
here for me.

I’ve fallen and I can’t get up!

®

Help at Home

sends help fast, 24/7.
with GPS!

Help On-the-Go

For a FREE brochure call: 

1-800-404-9776

Saving a Life EVERY 11 MINUTES

Batteries Never Need Charging.

FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

1-855-916-54731-855-916-5473

continued from page 24
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At a recent tasting 
event I hosted, the 
subject arose of 
wine ratings, wine 
reviews and wine 
descriptions. One 
of the guests was 
unsure whether to 
rely on the ratings 
and comments of so-
called wine experts. 
I’ve been ruminating 

for a number of months myself over this 
subject. 

Is evaluating wine a by-the-numbers, 
objective exercise or is it an opinionated 
sensory process? Can someone truly be a 
wine expert when judging the effect of wine 
characteristics on another’s palate? 

Our palates are an 
amalgam of the five 
elements of taste on our 
tongue and in our mouth, 
and the 10,000 elements 
of smell wafting through 
our olfactory senses. Is 
it possible for any one 
person to describe a 
wine in terms that can be 
applied universally to an individual wine 
and which can be perceived by each and 
every consumer who sips that wine? Or 
is this perceived talent simply blown out 
of proportion, similar to those insufferable 
consumer polls, surveys and focus groups 
we are exposed to daily? 

And the ultimate question: should 

any one opinion really matter when it 
comes to evaluating a particular wine I’m 
considering?

A strong case can be made for an individual 
who possesses a predisposed ability to 
discern various aromas and tastes, one who 
can detect subtle elements in the unique 
characteristics of a particular wine. We 
see it in professionals in other industries, 
most notably perfumers. This oenological 
expertise typically requires years of tasting 
wines; developing and accumulating a 
dictionary of descriptive terms; and a frame 
of reference for the numerous styles and 
profiles of grape varietals.

An equally strong case can be made 
that, since wine evaluations are extremely 
subjective, it is difficult for an individual 
to apply consistently his or her sensory 

abilities to the task at hand. 
A number of independent 
firms have conducted tests 
to determine the ability of 
wine evaluators, critics 
and reviewers to ply their 
trade consistently over 
time. They have yielded 
very interesting results.

In one “blind tasting” (in 
which wine bottles were wrapped in brown 
paper bags), wine experts were presented 
the same wine to rate three times in 
succession. An easy task for an expert to 
succeed at, one would assume. 

Not so. 
Scores of each expert varied for each of 

the three tastings sampled. So much for the 

reliability of an expert’s palate.
In another tasting, a rather ordinary 

Bordeaux wine was presented to wine 
experts in two different bottles. One 
bottle bore the label of a high-end wine, 
the other of a low-end wine. The experts’ 
descriptions of each bottle were distinctly 
different. The bottle with the high-end label 
was “complex” and “balanced,” while the 
bottle with the low-end label was “light” 
and “faulty.” Ah, the power of perception 
over reality.

In yet another blind tasting a number of 
years ago, 54 wine judges were presented 
with two glasses of wine side by side, a 
white and a red. Each proceeded to describe 
the wines with adjectives typically assigned 
to white wine and to red wine. The twist: 
each glass was from the same bottle of 

white wine; one wine had been dyed red 
(purple) with food coloring. None of the 
judges figured out the ruse.     

To complicate experts’ descriptions, 
terms used to describe a wine’s 
characteristics and subtleties are a 
consternation to many consumers. In 
a number of polls, consumers readily 
admitted confusion over the meanings of 
terms tossed about by producers and wine 
experts. In a recent survey, “firm skeleton,” 
“old bones” and “wet stone” were at the 
top of the list. Terms found most helpful? 
“Fresh” and “zesty.” 

Further, fully two-thirds of polled 
consumers stated they were unable to 
discern the aromas and flavors described on 
bottle labels or in experts’ comments.

As in so many other aspects of life, the 
best advice for wine consumers is to rely 
on your own intuition and sensory faculties. 
Experts can provide a general reference 
point, but don’t rely on their ratings and 
comments as de facto wisdom.

Nick Antonaccio is a 45-year Pleasantville 
resident. For over 25 years, he has conducted 
wine tastings and lectures. Nick is a 
member and Program Director of the Wine 
Media Guild of wine journalists. He also 
offers personalized wine tastings and wine 
travel services. Nick’s credo: continuous 
experimenting results in instinctive behavior. 
You can reach him at nantonaccio@
theexaminernews.com or on Twitter @
sharingwine.

By Nick Antonaccio

The Influence of Wine Critics: The Blind Leading the Blind?

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

Dr. Goldie S. Byrd 
Professor of Public Health 
Sciences and Director of 
the Maya Angelou Center 
for Health Equity at Wake 
Forest School of Medicine

Dr. Dozene Guishard  
Director of Health 
and Wellness 
Initiatives at the 
Carter Burden 
Network

Carl V. Hill,  
Ph.D., MPH  
Chief Diversity, Equity 
and Inclusion Officer 
for the Alzheimer’s 
Association

Featured speakers

This program is supported in part by a grant from the New York State Department of Health.

Twice the Risk: Dementia’s Impact  
on Communities of Color 

Did you know that Black 
Americans are at twice the 
risk of dementia as their 
white counterparts, but less 
likely to receive a diagnosis? 
In this free virtual program, 
three experts will discuss risk 
factors, signs and symptoms, 
caregiving and other 
dementia-related topics.

6-7:30 p.m. Wednesday, June 15

Join us for a free webinar

To register, visit alz.org/newyork  
or call the Alzheimer’s Assocation at 800.272.3900. 

  © TAKASPHOTO.COM
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Kensico Cemetery dedicated the 
Garden Mausoleum at Montross 
Pond on May 24 to celebrate and 
commemorate the first construction for 
above-ground burials at the cemetery 
in almost 100 years.

Attended by former Kensico 
presidents, board members, current 
employees and retirees, officials from 
other cemeteries and special guests, 
the program included remarks by 
those involved in the planning, project 
management and landscaping, as well as 
thoughts on the Garden Mausoleum’s 
significance in Kensico’s history. 
Portions of the ceremony highlighted 
the work of some of the notable figures 
buried at Kensico. 

Kensico President Mathew Parisi 
welcomed the audience, thanked 
the event organizers, previewed the 
program highlights and pointed out the 
significance of the dedication, not only 
as part of Kensico history, but what it 
will mean to the Kensico families that 
choose to be entombed there. 

In her blessing that followed, 
Kensico Board Member and Pastor 
Elizabeth Payne led the audience in 
a recitation of the hymn “Haven of 
Blessing” composed by Hart P. Danks 
who is buried at Kensico Cemetery.

In his remarks about the historical 
significance of the new Mausoleum, 

Chester Day, chairman of the Kensico 
Board of Directors, referred to Kensico 
Cemetery’s beginnings.

“As we gather here today, we start to 
see the whole picture come together,” 
Day said. “It has been quite a journey, 
not only with the development of the 
land in a park-like setting, but also the 
Kensico features seen throughout the 
grounds.”

Recounting the history of the 
construction project, former Kensico 
President Raymond M. Planell said, 
“The process from the discussion/
analysis phase through completion 
covered approximately six years, but 
we consider this project, this building, 
to be a continuation of the plans 
developed by our predecessors over 
decades and designed to fit with other 
cemetery structures, particularly the 
Kensico Tower.”

Over 100 feet in length, 68 feet 
wide and with a roof rising 18 feet at 
the center, the new granite and stone 
Garden Mausoleum is an open-air 
structure with no windows or doors, 
allowing easy access by families and 
friends to the crypts and niches. The 
goal of the design was to create a 
serene atmosphere overlooking the 
beautiful pond and fountains while 
maximizing natural light and affording 
protection from the weather.

Kensico Cemetery Dedicates 
Garden Mausoleum

William “Bill” Primavera is a NYS Licensed Real Estate Salesperson, William Raveis Real Estate,
1820 Commerce Streeet, Yorktown Heights.,NY. Office: 914-245-0460. Visit: www.raveis.com

Bill Primavera

914-522-2076 (cell)

Specializing in both Residential and Commercial
Sales in Upper Westchester and Putnam Counties
Offering:

Call Bill directly for a free
comparative market analysis
at:

“The Home Guru” Realtor

a
a
a
a

Expertise in his local market
Longterm real estate experience
Solid background in marketing
Reliable, mature in judgment
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It’s More 
than a Smile
Your Oral Health Impacts 
Your Overall Health

State-of-the-Art Offices
Multi-Specialty Dentistry 
Non-Invasive Overall Health Screenings
Most Insurances Accepted
Our VIP Program Covers All of Your Needs

NOW OPEN! Yorktown Heights | 331 Downing Drive | Yorktown Heights, NY 10598
Mt. Kisco | 657 Main Street, Suite 2 | Mt. Kisco, NY 10549

Mt. Kisco – Kids Are Great | 241 Lexington Avenue | Mt. Kisco, NY 10549

mycaremountdental.com

Make an Appointment Today!
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New senior housing for our community: 
148 townhouse units, condominiums and 
apartments, including 118 senior-friendly units, 
plus new retail options for the community.

$1 million in taxes: Underhill Farm will provide 
more than $1 million in tax revenue each year for 
schools and local government – from property 
that was off the tax rolls for three decades.

$1 million in restorations: The historic Underhill 
House will be carefully restored to its original 
19th century elegance, preserving an important 
piece of Yorktown’s past for future generations.

Public access, parklike setting: The public 
will be welcome to stroll the walking trails 
around the pond, providing a park at no cost 
to taxpayers.

Major funding to address long-term traffic 
issues: Underhill Farm will spend $150,000 
to address any vehicular additions from its 
community. What’s more, Underhill Farm 
will donate an additional $450,000 toward 
design and construction improvements at the 
intersection of Underhill Avenue and Route 
118, which is the location of long-term traffic 
congestion during peak travel times.

Finally, a new senior center for Yorktown: 
Underhill Farm will include an access road 
to the Beaveridge Senior Apartments and 30 
needed parking spaces for a long-awaited 
senior center. Without this new parking area, 
the senior center will not be built. With the 
approval of Underhill Farm, the new Yorktown 
senior center will finally become a reality!

New vitality for downtown  |  A new senior center  |  Remedies for traffic congestion
Historic preservation  |  Crucial revenue for our government as costs soar

Get the facts!
Visit UnderhillFarmsYorktown.com.

Yorktown Needs Underhill Farm

What your neighbors 
are saying

   Underhill Farm will bring many great things 

to Yorktown, including much-needed senior 

housing; required parking to our senior 

center; and major road and traffic signal 

upgrades at Underhill Avenue and Route 118.”

- David DeNapoli

 

   In the case of Unicorn Contracting Corp., 

and their plans for Underhill Farm, a few 

outspoken residents have made false and 

misleading claims about a company that has 

earned our trust. Drown out the negative and 

misleading noise; pay attention to people 

that we respect.”

- Brian Wolfson 

Underhill Farm, to be developed on the former Soundview Preparatory School site, will create 

a high-quality, walkable community with 148 much-needed homes for families and seniors. It 

will include public walkways, shops, and a restaurant, all a short walk from Yorktown Heights’ 

businesses – all sure to make Underhill Farm a vital part of our community!

“

“
Benefits for Yorktown
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Eclectic Tavern Dining at Thornwood’s Morris Park Inn Kitchen
The kitchen has opened at the new 

Morris Park Inn in Thornwood in the Rose 
Hill Shopping Center. Proprietor Steve 
Poli and his amiable crew are serving an 
eclectic tavern menu to go along with their 
craft beer and spirits bar. 

Poli, who also owns the bustling Morris 
Park Inn in the Bronx, has completed a 
renovation of the new eatery. There is 
seasonal seating outside. 

As you enter the premises, you’ll notice 
the long 15-tap beer bar enhanced by large 
screen TVs, stressed brick walls and an 
unusual treetop-like ceiling overhead with 
contemporary lighting.  

The kitchen is manned by Chef Eric 
who had previously put his talents to work 
at Rye Roadhouse in Rye. His kitchen 
serves eclectic finger foods, small plates 
and large platters and desserts. 

Fine starters include French onion 
soup, nachos supreme, beer battered cod 
fish bites, Baja crispy fish tacos and pulled 
pork, Buffalo chicken or beef sliders. 
There are wings galore with a choice of 
sauce or dry rub. The sharable big MPI 
Platter includes a choice of four items 
among the mozzarella sticks, mac and 
cheese bites, chicken fingers, onion rings, 
fried pickles, jalapeño poppers, popcorn 

shrimp, rice balls or broccoli 
cheddar bites.

There’s chopped Cobb 
salad, hefty burgers, wraps 
and sandwiches or plates such 
as mussels with spaghetti, 
baby back ribs, fried seafood 
combo and center cut pork 
chops. Big juicy burgers come 
with a choice of toppings. A 
children’s menu is available. 

Save room such desserts 
such as chocolate mousse 
cheesecake or ask Chef Eric 
if he has prepared his popular 
bread pudding. 

If you enjoy live entertainment, MPI 
Thornwood has kicked off a music schedule 
on June 12, 19 and 26 from 4 to 7 p.m. The 
same reasonably priced menu is served 
seven days a week for lunch and dinner.

Morris Park Inn is located at 652 
Columbus Ave. in Thornwood in the Rose 
Hill Shopping Center. Info: 914-495-3004 
or visit www.morrisparkinn.
com. 

The Raconteur Opens in 
Pleasantville

Michael Boulos opened 
The Raconteur Bar & 
Kitchen in April, a casually 
upscale spot to enjoy elevated 
cocktails and nibbles. Boulos 
had previously worked at the former 
Restaurant North in Armonk. 

The handsome space is warm and 

inviting, highlighted by a 
cozy marble-topped bar and 
seating, dark wood and brick 
walls, a candled fireplace, a 
portrait of Mark Twain and 
colorful surreal prints by 
Frank Moth art. There is 
another pleasant room in the 
rear. 

The menu offers a seasonal 
selection of locally sourced 
global specialties. Look for 
small plates, appetizers, 
cheese and charcuterie 
such as devil’s eggs, honey 
roasted carrots, crabby toasts 

with jumbo lump crabmeat and truffled 
burrata. Sharable cheese and charcuterie 
platters include the Ploughman’s Platter, 
the Italiano, Frenchy’s Feast and the 
Spaniard’s Spread. 

Dropped in a couple of times in recent 
weeks and enjoyed cocktails and lush 
glasses of Rioja Crianza red wine along 

with a bar snack of Southern-
style pimiento cheese with 
hot pepper jelly and saltines.

There are weekday 
Happy Hours featuring 
specially priced cocktails and 
beverages served Monday 
through Thursday from 5 to 7 
p.m. The Raconteur is a short 

walk from the Jacob Burns Film Center 
and the Metro-North station.

The Raconteur Bar & Kitchen is 

Fuel Oil • HVAC • Service • Propane • Diesel
We Make Warm and Now “Cool” Friends Too! 

www.SclafaniEnergy.com • 1 (845) 628-1330

Budget accounts, Automatic or call us for 
next day delivery at C.O.D.pricing! Place an Order online 

www.SclafaniEnergy.com

Full Service, 24 HR 
Emergency 

Heating Assistance! 
Installs, repairs and upgrades! 

Over 30 years, licensed, 
insured and bonded! 

We are #1 because our 
customers come fi rst! 

Senior Discounts!

Serving Northern Westchester, Southern Dutchess & Putnam Counties! 

Call Us for A/C Installation
& Service, Generators and

Your Propane Needs!

By Morris Gut

Menu 
Movers & 
Shakers

continued on next page

Please call for a free consult today: 914.265.4299 
Visit www.ecstaffingsolutions.com for more information

When Experience Counts Count on Experience
Home Care Licensed by NYS Dept. of Health • Owned and operated by registered nurses

Services Include: Home Health Aides • Companion Care • Dementia Care • 
Senior Housing Options • Home Management • Medication Management

Customized programs to fit your needs

Now Hiring!
We are looking for HHAs & Companions. Earn $20/hr for shift workers, 
flexible schedules. This is a great opportunity to work at a rewarding 

job and serve the community! Call 914-265-4299
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located at 10 Marble Ave. in Pleasantville. 
Info: 914-762-4040 or visit www.
theraconteurbar.com.  

Curry on Purdy Serves a Buffet
The exotic sounds, sights, scents and 

flavors of regional India cuisine continue to 
come alive at Curry on Purdy in Harrison. 
The popular restaurant has started serving 
an all-you-can-eat daily lunch buffet that 
includes up to a dozen selections from 
salads to main courses, desserts and 
condiments. 

Curry on Purdy opened on Purdy Street 
in Harrison in the space formerly occupied 
by Risoli’s Tavern during the pandemic. 
The restaurant has been gaining a foothold 
among Indian foodies in the area.

The menu at Curry on Purdy is extensive 
and offers dishes from all over India. On 
the buffet, look for changing specialties 
including crispy samosas; mango shrimp; 
crispy pakora fritters; Purdy special goat 
curry; the aloo gobi made with potatoes 
and cauliflower; mushroom mutter masala; 
saag with vegetables, meat, fish or shrimp; 
the flavorful Rogan josh with lamb or 
salmon; and Goan or Malabar curry. 
There’s chicken tandoori, too.

A variety of Indian beers or a glass of 
mango lassi will help you wash it all down. 

For dessert, try the Purdy special kheer, 
the Bengali rasamalai; the hot Gulab Jamun 
or the Gajar Halwa prepared with shredded 
carrots. 

The buffet is $17.99 on weekdays and 

$19.99 on weekends. 
If you like getting in front of a mic, 

live karaoke is held Wednesday evenings 
starting at 7 p.m. 

Curry on Purdy is located at 7 Purdy 
St. in Harrison, down the street from the 
Metro-North station. Open seven days a 
week. Info: 914-600-8500 or visit www.
curryonpurdy.com. 

New Menu, Hours at Wolf & Warrior
Owner and Brewmeister Michael 

Chiltern brought White Plains Wolf & 

Warrior, its first microbrewery, three years 
ago and it’s a good one. He has updated 
the hours and is now serving his brews 
and a new menu all afternoon and evening 
starting at noon, Tuesday through Sunday. 
The open-air backyard has been expanded 
with extra seating.

You’re in good hands on the floor with 
Christa and the crew. A daily selection 
of brews is listed on the big colorful 
blackboard. Comforting new specialties 
coming out of Chef Melvin’s kitchen 

include birria tacos; the Blazin’ Wings; 
hand-cut free range chicken tenders; 
a variety of burgers; and Slammin’ 
Sandwiches such as the South Paw Philly 
Cheesesteak. Enjoyed my Passion Wolf 
IPA there recently.

Wolf & Warrior Brewing is located at 
195A E. Post Rd. in White Plains. Info: 
914-368-8617 or visit www.wolfandwarrior.
com.

Morris Gut is a restaurant marketing 
consultant and former restaurant trade 
magazine editor. He has been tracking and 
writing about the food and dining scene 
in greater Westchester for more than 30 
years. He may be reached at 914-235-6591 
or gutreactions@optonline.net. 

Eclectic Tavern Dining at Thornwood’s Morris Park Inn Kitchen
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Bethel Springvale Inn  
Westchester’s Best Value in Assisted Living 

Come in from the cold to our warm,  
inviting community 

WINTER SPECIAL  
 3rd month rent free  

 
Call Jonathan at  

914-739-4404 x 2204 

Bethel Springvale Inn Assisted Living offers: 
 

 24 hour on site nursing 

 Restaurant style meals 

 Personal Emergency Response System 

 Events, activities and more 

 Personalized care levels for your comfort & safety 
 

62 Springvale Road, Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520 
914-739-4404 — Bethelwell.org   

Spring	Forward	Special	
50% off  basic rent for first and third month*

*Restrictions apply

Spring	Forward	Special	
50% off  basic rent for first and third month*

*Restrictions apply

At the 
Heart of 
Senior 
Living

Bethel Springvale Inn

The saffron paneer tikka, one of the many delicious dishes at Curry on Purdy in Harrison. The restaurant 
features favorite dishes from the different regions of India.

Morris Park Inn owner Steve Poli and staff. Poli 
opened the tavern at the Rose Hill Shopping 
Center in Thornwood last month.

continued from previous page
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