
By Samuel Rowland

Sunday’s party at Mahopac’s Ossi Club 
will be a birthday to remember for James 
Hyer, a Democratic nominee for one of 
five open seats on the New York Supreme 
Court’s Ninth District.

The joint birthday celebration/campaign 
fundraiser featured Westchester County 
Executive George Latimer, State Senator 
Pete Harckham, State Assemblywoman 
Sandra Galef, Putnam County Sheriff 
Robert L. Langley, Jr and many other local 
elected officials, Democratic candidates, and 
Democratic Party officials from across the 
region.

“There are people from all over the 
Hudson Valley here,” said Harckham, the 
first speaker of the afternoon.

If elected in November, Hyer, 43, a 
resident of Mahopac, would be the first 
openly gay New York Supreme Court Justice 
in the Ninth District, a role he relishes as a 
chance to be another role model for LGBT 
youth in the Hudson Valley.

“I can’t tell you what I wish for, but it 
involves November,” Hyer joked, before 
blowing out the candles on his cupcakes with 
about 100 attendees applauding.

Hyer, a graduate of Pace Law, currently 
serves as the President of the Westchester 
County Bar Association (WCBA). He is a 
member of the NYS Bar Association’s House 
of Delegates, the NYS Bar Association Task 

Force on Incarceration Release Planning and 
Program and Hearing Officer for the WCBA, 
among other leadership positions. He will 
continue to serve in those positions if elected 
to the New York Supreme Court. He is also 
an appointed Administrative Law Judge 
for the Westchester County Civil Rights 
Commission, hearing civil discrimination 
complaints brought before the commission.

Two of Hyer’s accomplishments were 
especially highlighted at the event. The first 
was his ongoing efforts to establish a Putnam 
County Civil Rights Commission, which 
had its most recent proposal rejected. The 
other accomplishment mentioned was his 
successful creation of a fully-fledged office 
for the Legal Aid Society inside Westchester 
County Jail, providing greater ease of access 
to legal representation to incarcerated 
individuals, which he personally considers 
his greatest accomplishment to date.

As Latimer noted, the impartiality 
expected of judges makes it improper to 
discuss specific political positions while 
campaigning. The focus of the speeches was 
thus on Hyer’s specific accomplishments and 
experience, his empathy and, in Latimer’s 
words, his “judicial temperament.”

Live music for the fundraiser was provided 
by Chick’s Candy Store, a jazz guitar duo. 
Hyer’s birthday cupcakes, arranged in an 
American flag design more than a foot wide 
and long, were “stamped” with a “Happy 
Birthday” message.

By Rick Pezzullo

Erica Chiarella, a rising seventh grade 
student at George Fischer Middle School, 
was recently recognized by New York State 
Senator Sue Serino for her extraordinary 
kindness as one of the 2021 Serino 
Superstars.

Compassion and showing kindness are 
values that Carmel Central School District 
works to instill in its graduates, and Chiarella 
has been a model student this year which did 
not go unnoticed.

“It felt really good to be recognized. It was 
definitely something I did not expect,” said 
Chiarella.

Serino has been recognizing local students 
who demonstrate extraordinary kindness 
toward their peers and work to positively 
contribute to their learning environments 
as part of her Serino Superstars initiative. 
Nominations were solicited from the 
community and Chiarella was the choice for 
nomination by her teacher, Mark Richards.

“Erica was nominated for her kindness 
toward others and the general positive 
attitude she brings with her every day,” said 
Richards. “Erica is a kind soul who is always 
willing to help those around her, whether it 
be a peer or an adult. She is willing to go the 
extra step to make someone feel accepted 
and welcome. I was proud to nominate Erica 
for this prestigious award and know that she 
will continue to spread her kindness and 
good will in the future.”

Richards also noted Chiarella’s 
preparation, willingness to learn, and active 
participation in the classroom as a model 
example for her peers. 

“I like to help people if they need help. 
I will help them! Whether it is with an 
assignment or how to navigate to a website, 
anything like that,” said Chiarella.

In honor of her selection as a Serino 
Superstar, the Senator surprised Chiarella 
with a visit at home, coordinated by her 
mother. Serino presented Chiarella with a 
certificate and a yard sign and thanked her 
for being a positive influence in her school 
community.

“The senator drove more than an hour 
from Hyde Park to meet Erica, and it was 
very special and heartfelt,” said Erica’s 
mother, Stacey Chiarella. “This has been a 
rough year for so many students, and Erica 
is no exception, and it was such an honor 
that Mr. Richards nominated her and that 
she was chosen. I am really touched by the 
whole thing!”
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A Spectacular Display

The Town of Kent celebrated Independence Day with a spectacular fireworks display over Lake 
Carmel. Kent Supervisor Mauren Fleming thanked all the individuals, families and businesses that 
helped make the show a huge success.
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Hyer Hopes to Break Down Barrier in Supreme Court Judge Race

Carmel Student Named a 
Superstar by Senator for Kindness
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Supreme Court Justice candidate James Hyer (right) posed with State Senator Pete Harckham at 
Sunday’s event in Mahopac.

State Senator Sue Serino visited Erica Chiarella 
at her home.
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Assemblyman Keven Byrne has announced the start of his 2021 Summer Reading 
Challenge. The program is open to all elementary and middle school aged 
students in the 94th Assembly District and requires students to maintain daily 
logs demonstrating at least 15 minutes per day of reading for at least 30 days 
throughout the summer. It seeks to encourage and motivate students to continue 
the use of important critical thinking skills throughout long summer months they 
spend outside of school.

By Rick Pezzullo

When Brewster High School sophomore 
Axel Britez noticed his younger brother was 
struggling with remote learning earlier this 
year, he decided to lend a hand.

“My brother is in second grade and 
oftentimes had difficulty completing 
assignments because he couldn’t understand 
the instructions that he was given,” Britez 
explained. “Not being able to read at grade 
level was affecting him in several ways. 
He could not work independently, he 
could not navigate his Google Classroom 
without assistance, and he felt upset and 
disappointed at himself for not being able to 
perform better.”

Witnessing this struggle and feeling 
frustrated with the lack of opportunities for 
himself to gain community service hours 
or do extracurricular activities, Britez 
decided to tackle both problems at once. He 
created Lecturama, a free program in which 
high schoolers help students in grades one 
through three whose parents struggle to 
read to them at home because English is not 
their first language.

“I wanted kids my age to be able to 
have extracurriculars and community 
service hours they could showcase and I 
wanted young kids like my brother to have 
confidence they could be good students,” 
Britez said.

Britez partnered with Brewster Cares, a 
non-profit dedicated to helping local families. 
The partnership helped with start-up costs 
and web platforms and also paired him up 
with Janice Nastasi, a teaching veteran who 
stepped in to train Lecturama’s student 
tutors. By the end of May, Britezl and the 
tutors he recruited completed 121 sessions 
for 80 hours of tutoring service.

“On a typical day, I would have three to 
five tutors and two students per tutor,” 
Britez said. “I would get them warmed 
up and say hello as they logged into Zoom 
and then split them into breakout rooms. 
I honestly had no idea what I was getting 
myself into. I’m a very shy and reserved 
person, but Lecturama put me in a position 
where I had to speak up.”

Britez let his peers know about the 
program and tried to recruit volunteers. He 
also reached out to his school counselor, 
Jessica McCann. She arranged for Britez to 
speak at Parent University, which is attended 
by many Spanish-speaking parents of JFK 
Elementary School students. He created 
a PowerPoint and, conquering his nerves, 
presented Lecturama to them in Spanish. 

In addition, he left flyers all around town: at 
gas stations, laundromats, delis, church and 
more. 

Through his hard work and determination, 
Britez recruited six tutors and 15 students. 

“Axel has impressed me this year with his 
commitment to improving his community,” 
McCann said. “He identified a need that 
had to be filled and he collaborated with 
community partners to identify the best 
way to do so. Through his community 
service and academic achievement this year, 
Axel has demonstrated incredible effort 

and perseverance, civic responsibility and 
impressive self-awareness. I’m so proud of 
him!”

“The number one thing I learned was to 
force myself out of my comfort zone,” he 
said. “If I wanted to see results, I had to 
be vocal. I had to speak in front of classes 
and parents, and every week, I had to stand 
in front of my tutors and students. I also 
learned the biggest way to help others is 
to be a leader. I never considered myself 
one, but COVID put me in a position where 
I realized I could do something and that it 
would be wrong of me not to.”

Britez kept track of contacts, schedules 
and paired tutors with students. He worked 
with Nastasi to create a lesson format for 
tutors to follow that maximized how much 
information a student could absorb while 
remaining engaged.

“The number one attribute I gained was 
discipline,” he said. “I needed to message 
all of my students and all of my tutors 30 
minutes before class to remind them. If 
a tutor couldn’t make it, I had to fill in for 
them.”

He credits his tutors with helping make 
the program as successful as it was.

“I’d like to personally thank Maeve Healy, 
Jennifer Lazo, Jazmin Guzman, Claudia 
Soto, Jimmy King and Charles Kalbfus,” 
he said. “They were the pillars throughout 
this entire journey, displaying dedication, 
patience and leadership in each class. I am 
so very grateful and proud of them and I am 
confident they will accomplish great things 
in the future.”

Brewster High Sophomore Creates Free Tutoring Program

Brewster High School sophomore Axel Britez
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By Martin Wilbur

There’s the inclination to try and put 
COVID-19 in the rearview mirror, but the 
coronavirus clearly is not yet ready to go.

An uptick in infections during the past two 
weeks both locally and statewide have officials 
keeping a wary eye on whether the recent 
mini-wave is a result of unvaccinated people 
getting infected along with the emergence of 
the Delta variant or some other factor.

County Executive George Latimer said 
Monday that there has been no confirmation 
that the Delta variant, which medical experts 
say is more transmissible, is in Westchester 
but county and state health officials are 
keeping close watch.

“We’ve seen the increase in the amount 
of infections and it would lead me to think 
that there would be some exposure, but we 
haven’t had it confirmed by any of the folks 
in the medical science (field),” Latimer said.

He said his office would try and find out 
if there is more information related to the 
potential emergence of the variant locally 
and whether those who have been infected 
most recently have been unvaccinated.

Nationwide, 99.2 percent of the COVID-19 
deaths in June were unvaccinated people, 
the Centers for Disease Control reported.

As of Monday, according to the 
Westchester County COVID-19 dashboard, 
active cases had increased to 295, up from 
185 two weeks ago. The greatest number of 
active cases are generally in Westchester’s 
highest population centers, led by 65 in 
Yonkers, 33 in New Rochelle, 21 in Mount 
Vernon, 15 in White Plains and 14 each in 
Greenburgh and Rye City. The only other 
municipality in double digits in active cases 
was Eastchester with 11, according to the 
dashboard.

Despite the case increase – on Sunday, 
Westchester had 33 positives from 2,925 
tests – there are just 14 COVID-19-related 
hospitalizations, up from 11 two weeks ago 
after a brief uptick to 19, Latimer stated. 
During the three-day span from Friday 
through Sunday, there have been 101 new 
cases in the county, as fresh infections have 
seemed to settle in the low 30s on a daily 
basis during the most recent stretch.

Putnam County had only two infections 
from 253 tests on Sunday.

Additional good news is that during the 
past two weeks there have been no fatalities 
linked to the virus in Westchester. The death 
toll remains at 2,293.

Over the weekend, the statewide 
positivity rate reached 1 and 1.1 percent, the 
first time since May 23 and 24, infections 
have been as high as 1 percent.  

The recent rise has also correlated to 
a recent sharp slowdown in vaccinations, 
Latimer said. On Monday, there were just 
168 appointments made for the first dose 
of the vaccination at the County Center in 
White Plains, a facility that was administering 
about 2,200 shots a day earlier this year. 
Appointments are no longer needed to 
receive the vaccine.

Latimer said there has been no indication 
that the County Center will be shut as a 
vaccination site, with appointments booked 
through Wednesday. That would mean the 
facility would stay open at least a few more 
weeks for people returning for their second 

dose, he said.
Between the County Center, the clinics 

at Westchester Community College and the 
Health Department and the Yonkers armory, 
Westchester has administered nearly 
444,000 since mid-January. That number 
does not include pharmacies and pop-up 
sites.

“It appears that everyone who wants a 
vaccination has received it,” said Latimer. 
“So now we’re dealing with that portion of 
society that is vaccine hesitant or vaccine 
resistant.”

Mental Health Diversion Program
Latimer also announced Monday that 

the county is implementing a program to 

divert emergency 911 calls for those with 
serious mental health needs from police to 
behavioral health services.

The program, called 911 Diversion, seeks 
to identify those with mental health issues as 
well as those who are in crisis but who pose 
no threat to others to receive appropriate 
services rather than have law enforcement 
respond.

The initiative came out of one of the 52 
recommendations that were made by the 
county’s Police Reform Task Force and 
submitted to the state.

“The county is embarking on this as a first 
step in order to try and make sure that we can 
identify and divert callers who have serious 

needs as well as those in crisis who pose no 
danger to others,” Latimer said.

When 911 calls have been received, there 
has been a response from police, fire or EMS 
services. Once the training is complete, a 
fourth category will be behavioral health 
services.

Latimer said it has been determined by 
the county that there would need to be eight 
crisis intervention teams to properly cover 
Westchester. He anticipates that the first 
three teams will be trained and in action by 
October.

The training is being provided through 
the federal Substance and Abuse and Mental 
Health Services Administration.

Health Officials Keeping Watch on Uptick in COVID-19 Infections
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By Samuel Rowland

With the expiration of the COVID-19 
state of emergency on June 24, local 
municipal officials have had to relinquish 
one aspect of a pandemic reality that for 
some is easier to give up than others.

The emergency order provided for a 
temporary suspension of certain provisions 
of the state’s Open Meetings Law, officially 
known as Article 7 of the Public Officers 
Law, allowing elected officials to not 
only hold meetings, but also to vote, via 
videoconference. 

Article 7 provides a set of rules for 
public meetings to promote transparency 
and public access. While the law currently 
allows officials to vote while attending 
remotely, some officials are frustrated with 
one aspect of it – an elected official must 
list the address from where he or she is 
participating remotely in order to prevent 
them from purposefully denying access to 
constituents. 

Legal opinions, including from the 
Committee on Open Government, a state 
committee that advises on government 
transparency and access issues, and 
various municipal and state organizations, 
agree that lawsuits can be filed against 
government entities that would nullify 
resolutions approved at those meetings if 
they fail to follow the law.

“The NYS law should be amended to allow 
Board members to continue to participate 
in meetings via Zoom without opening up 

their homes to the public to observe their 
vote,” Greenburgh Supervisor Paul Feiner 
wrote in an e-mail to other Westchester 
municipal officials. “Even without COVID, 
normal people don’t open their houses to 
strangers.”

The Committee on Open Government’s 
11 members meet three or four times a 
year to craft reports advising the state 
legislature on privacy and transparency 
matters. According to Shoshana Bewlay, the 
committee’s executive director, in its last 
report released in December 2020, there 
was support for potentially removing the in-
person access requirement. However, the 
committee has yet to discuss the subject in 
a meaningful fashion.

“I think that there is an appetite for 
further study,” Bewlay said. “(But) I think 
the devil is in the details.”

During the last legislative session, five 
bills were introduced in the state Senate 
and the Assembly to address the issue, 
but none of them reached Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo’s desk before the session concluded 
on June 10.

Opinions among municipal government 
officials contacted by Examiner Media, 
however, failed to reach a consensus.

“I have been in the building where our 
meeting room is, since Day One, running 
the Zoom meetings,” said North Salem 
Supervisor Warren Lucas. “It would be nice 
if we had the ability to do Zoom meetings, 
but I am not losing sleep over it.”

Other officials though, see the return 

to primarily in-person meetings as an 
unnecessary financial burden and even 
a step backward for public access to 
government.

Village of Ossining Mayor Rika Levin 
noted that just having to record and 
livestream the voting members together 
in one room required the village to hire a 

videographer by the hour and pay for the 
equipment, neither of which are necessary 
to record and livestream Zoom meetings. 

Other municipalities, such as Pound 
Ridge and Bedford, are paying for 
equipment upgrades at Town Hall to be able 
to allow for hybrid meetings with remote 
participation from constituents and guests.

“Zoom saved residents money because 
their consultants, architects and lawyers 
didn’t have to spend the time traveling to 
Pound Ridge to present their materials 
to our planning, zoning and water control 
boards,” Supervisor Kevin Hansen said.

Levin also noted that the expectations of 
Zoom meetings made attending meetings 
more accessible to busy constituents such 
as single parents and people with long work 
days or multiple jobs. Those residents did 
not have to spend travel time getting to and 
from municipal buildings, and they could 
enter and leave meetings at any time.

With the state legislature’s next regularly 
scheduled session not due to start until 
Jan. 6, 2022, it seems that regardless of 
what officials think about the current Open 
Meetings rules, they will most likely stay in 
place for the rest of this year. 

Until then, Rebecca Ruscito, a staff 
attorney at the New York Conference 
of Mayors, has this advice for officials 
concerned about the issue.

“I recommend that they participate from 
a library,” Ruscito said. 

Mixed Feelings as Municipalities Return to In-Person Meetings

Greenburgh Supervisor Paul Feiner is one of  
the elected officials who wants to see a change 
in law allowing for board members to meet 
remotely without having to give out their home 
address or allow residents to view the meeting 
from where the remote participant is stationed.
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By Martin Wilbur

Westchester County officials announced 
last week the planned investment of more 
than $3.3 million to preserve a historic 
landmark that is synonymous with a portion 
of the Hudson River shoreline.

The county-owned Tarrytown 
Lighthouse, part of the Kingsland Point 
Park shoreline, will be rehabilitated with a 
series of infrastructure improvements that 
will stabilize and restore the 128-year-old 
structure.

Listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places since 1979, the lighthouse 
is operated by the Village of Sleepy Hollow 
through an intermunicipal agreement with 
the county. It is the only lighthouse built 
within Westchester County and was built 
to help ships navigate the Hudson River. It 
was constructed about a half-mile offshore.

County Executive George Latimer said 
the facility has been neglected for many 
years and will now be restored through 
capital funding made available by the Board 
of Legislators.

“We understand the value of this 
lighthouse just as we understand the 
value of the other parks and our physical 
infrastructure as we as understand the 
value of our human infrastructure, and the 
commitment that is made by this, is made 
through the Village of Sleepy Hollow, but it’s 
made to the people of Westchester County, 

that this is open for people anywhere in this 
county to come and enjoy and see,” Latimer 
said. 

Once the restoration is complete, the 
plan is to reopen the lighthouse to the 
public, said Peter Tartaglia, first deputy 
commissioner of the county’s Parks 
Department.

He said the work first needed to be done 
well over a decade ago. When it does reopen, 
it will be as special as any of Westchester’s 
roughly 50 parks that it operates.

“There is a belief to restore and protect 
what we have,” Tartaglia said. “That’s our 
mission in the department and that’s what 
the county overall, every division, every 
department, every layer of government has 
worked to this end, and this is going to be 
another unbelievable example.”

Work that will be part of the project 
includes stabilizing the structure to prevent 
further deterioration; repairing and painting 
the exterior of the lighthouse; replacement 
of windows and doors; repairs to the cellar 
and caisson area; cleaning and repointing 
of the foundation masonry; restoration of 
the interior plaster and to the wood floors; 
restoration of the intermediate landing 
between the bridge and the gangway; a new 
security gate on the side closest to land; 
and new lighting. 

Board of Legislators Majority Leader 
MaryJane Shimsky (D-Dobbs Ferry) 
recalled taking her son to visit the 

lighthouse when he was a child. By 
providing a facelift, families will be able to 
do the same generations into the future, 
she said.

“This lighthouse is one of the small, 
hidden historical jewels of Westchester 
County,” Shimsky said. “As we press more 
and more Westchester County as a tourist 
destination and as a place to learn more 
about America’s history, this lighthouse 

plays a very important role.”
Latimer compared the project to the 

restoration of another valuable historical 
asset, the Miller House in North White 
Plains, and other projects around the county. 
He has also touted his administration’s 
commitment to repairing infrastructure 
around the county, including the county 
pools, roads and bridges.

W’chester Presses on With $3.3M Restoration of Tarrytown Lighthouse

County Executive George Latimer, surrounded by local and county officials, announced last Wednesday 
the planned restoration of the Tarrytown Lighthouse.
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By Martin Wilbur

No matter their age, most people look 
forward to summer. Warmer weather, 
the additional hours of daylight, outdoor 
activities or the possibility of traveling, it’s 
no wonder why young children aren’t the 
only ones who enjoy this season.

However, for seniors, summer can 
be fraught with risks, and not just the 
possibility of being adversely impacted by 
high heat and humidity, said Glenn Lane, 
founder and president of Westchester 
Family Care, a Mamaroneck-based licensed 
home care agency that provides at-home 
care and companionship for the elderly and 
disabled.

The understandable desire for older 
people to want to get out and enjoy 
themselves, particularly after lives were 
put on hold for over a year for the pandemic, 
could expose them to risks.

“Especially on this side of COVID, 
people want to get out, they want to enjoy 
the good weather,” Lane said. “Being able 
to understand what they can do, having 
someone with them that has this awareness, 
it’s great to be able to get out and enjoy, but 
to be realistic about the issues of hydration 
and things like that.”

Westchester Family Care, launched 
by Lane about five years ago and serving 
most of the county and parts of the Bronx, 
provides the services that enable seniors 
to remain independent and live fuller lives 
with the help of a team of about 150 New 

York State certified home health aides or 
caregivers. Services could include simple 
companionship during the day, helping the 
person with errands and chores or assisting 
with other daily living needs. 

The company also provides services for 
those with more complex medical issues, 
including live-in caregivers if that’s what a 
client requires, Lane said. About 25 percent 
of Westchester Family Care’s clients have 
some form of cognitive impairment while 
roughly another quarter of the clientele 
experience mobility limitations.

Lane said seniors with mobility issues 
can be at greater risk because they may 
be fully capable cognitively but sometimes 

don’t want to let on that they need to use a 
cane or a walker.

The services provided by Westchester 
Family Care allows seniors to stay in their 
own residences longer rather than forcing 
an upheaval to a facility, which can be met 
with resistance.

“We can provide them care to a level 
that would be comparable with assisted 
living, and in some cases, they prefer the 
companionship of our caregivers,” Lane 
said. “The ability of our caregivers being 
able to keep them out in the community 
with their social activities in their current 
situation is better than starting up a new 
social circle.”

Lane, who had previously worked in 
the financial services industry, started 
Westchester Family Care in January 2016. 
Several years earlier, his mother and his 
mother-in-law and her sister suffered from 
Alzheimer’s, and the lack of reliable home 
care options was a motivating factor in him 
launching the business.

In most cases, clients need to guarantee 
40 hours of service a week, Lane said. The 
caregivers are matched with a senior and 
provide whatever services are needed, 
whether that be transporting them to 
doctor’s appointments, shopping or social 
activities, or preparing meals for them at 
home.

“The companionship element to our 
seniors is very important,” he explained. 
“So the caregivers are all trained to provide 
what is called the activities of daily living.”

There are also certain situations where 
families hire a caregiver despite their 
loved one being in an assisted living facility 
or even long-term care to provide that 
companionship, which can sometimes be 
lacking.

Most of Westchester Family Care’s 
clients pay directly, but for those eligible, 
the firm can also coordinate a combination 
of private payment with Medicare and/
or hospice. It also accepts payments from 
long-term insurance.

For more information, call 914-223-8063 
seven days a week, 24 hours a day, or visit 
www.westchesterfamilycare.com.

Home Care Agency Helps Seniors Live Full Lives in Familiar Surroundings

Artis Senior Living of Somers: 51 Clayton Blvd., Yorktown Heights, NY 10598 
Check out our other nearby communities in Briarcliff Manor and Chestnut Ridge.

TheArtisWay.com/WestchesterExaminer  •   914-214-7927

DEMENTIA SHOULD  
NOT DEFINE HER. 
Artis helps her be who  
she’s always been. 
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The Chappaqua School District 
announced last week that it has hired 
Mount Pleasant School District Director 
of Business Administration Andrew 
Lennon to fill the vacant post of assistant 
superintendent of business.

Lennon will begin his tenure in 
Chappaqua on Aug. 9. He replaces 
John Chow who held the assistant 
superintendent of business post for more 
than a decade before retiring and then 
resurfacing to lead the Pleasantville 
School District’s business office.

Following a thorough interview process, 
Lennon displayed extensive knowledge 
of financial management and planning, 
accounting and budget development, 
according to a Chappaqua School District 
release. He also has experience in contract 
negotiations, audits, facilities planning, 
capital projects, food service management 
and transportation.

Lennon, who received the New School 
Business Official Leader of the Year Award 
in 2016, served as district treasurer and 
later assistant business administrator in 
the Ossining School District prior to this 
service in Mount Pleasant.

Before working in the public sector 
for school districts, Lennon served IBM 
as a client relations manager and senior 
financial analyst. He also completed an 
international assignment in Tokyo where 
he provided expertise and training to 
the IBM Japan finance and executive 
management teams to support their 

significant reorganization.
Lennon isn’t the only new Chappaqua’s 

administrator this summer. Last week, 
the Board of Education appointed Jessica 
Rappaport as the new assistant principal 
at Seven Bridges Middle School, effective 

this Thursday, July 15.
A broadcast journalism producer for 

CNN International, Rappaport turned to 
a career in education in 2006, teaching 
English at the IN-Tech Academy in 
the Bronx, where she designed and 
implemented 90-minute literacy blocks 
to aid struggling readers and writers, 
introduced and taught the school’s first-
ever AP English Literature course and 
instituted a data-driven instructional 
model for the eighth-grade team. 

In 2010, she began teaching 11th- and 
12th-grade English in the White Plains 
School District before becoming a house 

administrator in 2016, responsible for the 
discipline, attendance and student support 
service coordination for one-quarter of the 
building as well as helping to run the day-
to-day operations of the school.

Earlier this month, David Leis also 
joined Chappaqua as the associate 
director of instructional technology and 
communications. The post is a newly-
created position that is designed to help 
the district implement state-of-the-art 
technology, practices and systems within 
Chappaqua’s schools and classrooms.

Mt. Pleasant School Business Administrator to Join Chappaqua 

Andrew Lennon is leaving the Mount Pleasant 
School District this summer to move over to 
Chappaqua and fill that district’s assistant 
superintendent of business position.
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call, e-mail or text us for a  

Comparative Market Analysis. 

Call us today because YOU deserve the best! 

Donna and Hans have been living and working          
in Pleasantville for over 30 years. 

FAMILY HAIRCUTTING CENTER
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Aardvark Pet Supplies 
has moved!

1016 Broadway
Thornwood,  NY 10549

Croton-on-Hudson Police 
Department

June 29: Patrol responded to a commercial 
establishment on South Riverside Avenue at 
7:41 a.m. regarding a larceny of cooking oil. 
Report to be filed.   

June 29: Patrol received a report from 
a village resident at 2 p.m. who reported 
she was scammed out of more than $5,000 
for an apartment attempted to be rented 
via craigslist. The unknown party said he 
owns the house and would lease it to the 
prospective renter. The victim never met 
the seller; the communication was via e-mail 
and text only. The victim, who wired money 
to the unknown party and was to receive a 
lease and keys, never saw the apartment in 
person, just pictures. A report will be filed.    

June 29: Patrol was notified at 3:25 
p.m. by a village resident after receiving 
harassing text messages from an unknown 
person who said that they were an assassin 
and paid a large sum of money to kidnap or 
bring them down. A report to be filed.    

July 1: Patrol was notified by a village 
resident at 6:03 p.m. who reported that the 
doorbell rang, and they opened the front door 
to find a male lying on her lawn. The male 
got up, then started laughing and ran off. 
There was a female who had been standing 
on the sidewalk that ran off with the male. 
The caller wanted the incident documented.       

July 4: A village resident reported at 8:43 
p.m. that while riding a bicycle on Cleveland 
Drive in the vicinity of Thompson Avenue, 
a group of youths in a silver Volvo SUV 
shot a water gun. The youths laughed and 
drove away. The caller was uninjured in the 
incident but wanted it on record. 

July 4: Patrol responded to an area on 
Half Moon Bay Drive for a report of a group 
of youths that were loud near the beach at 
11:15 p.m. Patrols disbursed the group and 
issued a warning.

 
North Castle Police Department

July 2: Chief Simonsen reported speaking 
to the state Department of Environmental 
Conservation (DEC) regarding bear #211 at 
9:45 a.m. The DEC will forward information 
about the agency’s bear biologist.

July 2: A caller reported at 2:15 p.m. that a 
recently evicted tenant has caused property 
damage at a North Broadway residence. The 
responding officer stated that photos were 
taken; a report to follow.

July 3: An employee at a Thornewood 
Road place of business reported at 4:28 p.m. 
a larceny of a gas card from a work vehicle 
that occurred sometime in the past. The 
caller was advised to deactivate the card as 
soon as possible. The complainant reported 
that the card has already been deactivated. 
Depositions were secured.

July 4: A caller reported that her card is 
stuck in the ATM at Chase Bank on Main 
Street at 11:33 a.m. She attempted to reach 
someone at the customer service number 
listed on the machine but was unable to, 
and she is concerned about the card being 
stolen. She was advised that the department 
was unable to do anything on the scene but 
officers were able to reach Chase Security 
and that number was provided to the caller.

Yorktown Police Department

June 30: Robert Williams, 40, of Yorktown, 
was arrested at 6 p.m. and charged with 
falsely reporting an incident and criminal 
possession of a controlled substance after 
police responded to a reported overdose. 
Police determined there was no overdose or 
any type of medical emergency.

July 3: Alex Sciglio, 25, of Lake Peekskill, 
was charged with criminal possession of a 
controlled substance at 11:08 p.m. after an 
officer on patrol observed a vehicle occupied 
and parked on the wrong side of Old Baldwin 
Road. After an investigation, it is alleged 
Sciglio was in possession of seven glassine 
envelopes containing heroin.

July 5: Daniel Sears, 38, of Yorktown, was 
charged with criminal contempt at 9:41 p.m. 
after violating an order of protection. He’s 
alleged to have forcibly opened a lock door 
and gained access to a victim’s bedroom.

July 8: An unidentified 17-year-old male 
was issued a criminal summons at 11:45 
a.m. for allegedly pushing a victim using his 
forearm and shoulder at the Fox Meadow 
BOCES/Putnam Northern Westchester 
BOCES campus.

White Plains

July 5: Marco Torres, 42, was charged 
with third-degree assault stemming from 
an incident at 106 Ferris Ave.

July 8: John Chin, 59, was charged with 
fourth-degree criminal mischief relating to 
an incident at 75 S. Broadway.

Police Blotter Obituaries

Carol Butler

Carol Ann Butler was born in Yonkers on 
Dec. 16, 1937, the daughter of Albert and 
Emilie (Erm) Porach. She passed away at 
her home in Valley Cottage on July 4.   

Carol attended Sacred Heart Elementary 
and graduated from Gorton High School 
where she met her husband of 60 years, 
Kenneth B. Butler. She worked for both 
the railroad and Beecher Funeral Home, in 
between raising her five children.  

She is survived by her husband, Kenneth, 
of Valley Cottage; her two daughters, Carol 
Anne Alvarez of Nanuet and Mary Klass 
and her husband, Louis, of Pearl River; her 
two sons, James and Michael and his wife, 
Victoria, of Mount Kisco; her two sisters, 
Emily Eppler of Yorktown Heights and 
Florence Van Tassell of Cos Cob, Conn.; 
and her four loving grandchildren, Nicholas, 
Matthew, Christopher and William. She is 

also survived by many nieces, nephews and 
cousins. She was predeceased by her son, 
Kenneth; her sisters, Mary Mengel and 
Ruth Ellison; and brother Vincent Porach. 

Carol’s love of music and strong faith led 
her to join St. Paul’s choir where she sang 
for over 40 years. What she enjoyed most 
was spending time with her family, dear 
friends and especially her grandchildren. 

A Mass of Christian Burial was on 
July 8 at St. Paul’s Church in Congers. 
She rested at Beecher Flooks Funeral 
Home in Pleasantville, where the family 
received friends on July 7. Interment was at 
Gethsemane Cemetery.  

In lieu of flowers, donations to the St. 
Paul’s Church Food Cupboard, Memorial 
Sloan Kettering or Helen Hayes Hospital in 
her memory would be appreciated. 

Charles Hines

Charles E. Hines, a former Ossining and 
Croton-on-Hudson resident, transitioned 
from this life on June 9. He was 91.

Hines was born in Wilson, N.C. on Aug. 
18, 1929, to Wesley and Lucy Hines.

A beloved educator in the Ossining 
School District for 32 years, Hines taught 
at Park Elementary School and Anne M. 
Dorner Middle School. He was the director 
of the Double Arch Day Camp for several 
summers. 

Hines earned his undergraduate degree 
from West Virginia State University and 
was a member of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity 
for over 70 years.  

After retiring from the Ossining School 
District, he volunteered and tutored youths 
at schools in Peekskill. Later he relocated 
to Delaware where he volunteered at 
the East Side Charter School for several 
years. Hines was a skilled and avid tennis 
player and golfer. He was also an active 
member of the Monday Club and ushered 
at St. Andrew and Matthew Church in 
Wilmington, Del.  

Hines was predeceased by his parents, 
Wesley and Lucy Hines; brother Herman 
Hines; former wife, Anna J. Hines; and 
his grandson, Lloyd Finch. He leaves to 

cherish fond memories of his wife, Sandra 
Hines; daughter Lori Hines-Jones and her 
husband, Jesse; a son, Kenneth Hines and 
his wife, Anja; Sandra’s daughters, Carolyn 
Kelly Bowman and Jill McClenney and 
her husband, Geoffrey; six grandchildren; 
two great-grandchildren; and other family 
members and many friends.

Charles Hines

21 West Stevens Ave.
Hawthorne, NY 10532

Ernest J. Carpentieri ~ Douglas A. Daniels

Tel: 914-769-4404
Fax: 914-769-5306

www.hawthornefuneralhome.com
Serving all faiths ~ Independently owned
Conveniently located on the Taconic State Parkway

Full Organic & Standard Tick 
and Mosquito Spray Programs

PO Box 50, Amawalk, NY 10501
Fully Insured

Westchester • Dutchess • Putnam
DEC #17789 • WC #273826 • Tech #T3898028

Richard Marino
(914) 299-8583

tickxrm@gmail.com
www.tickxrm.com
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By Martin Wilbur

The Mount Kisco Masonic Lodge took a 
step back into history last Friday. 

Lodge brothers opened a time capsule 
that had been placed behind the cornerstone 
of the 1931 building on Carpenter Avenue, 
which has served as the local chapter’s 
headquarters, or temple, and meeting space. 

“The reason why we’re opening it, quite 
frankly, is it’s our 150th anniversary and we 
feel it’s close enough and we’re excited to see 
the contents and see a little bit of history,” 
said Gordon Moccio, commander of the 
Mount Kisco lodge prior to a ceremony and 
dinner in commemoration of the milestone.

When the capsule was opened after 
dinner, there was a copy of the New York 
Herald Tribune, the Mount Kisco Recorder 
and a Bedford newspaper, one coin of each 
denomination from 1921 and commemorative 
stamps, including one with an image of Teddy 
Roosevelt. There was also a 1916 copy of the 
book, “The History of Kisco Lodge 1871-
1916,” written by James Chapman, who was a 
brother at the lodge more than 100 years ago.

There were a few unidentifiable coins, 
which the Masons will look to investigate by 
coordinating an effort with the Mount Kisco 
Historical Society.

William Sardone, the grand master of the 
Free and Accepted Masons of the State of New 
York, said most of the lodges in New York are 
in the 100-year range, with the oldest dating 
back 288 years, back before the American 
Revolution. There are about 35,000 members.

Brothers at Kisco 708 Masonic Lodge, 
which received its charter on June 9, 1871, 
and was instituted on July 12 of that year, 
knew that in its 150th anniversary year it was 
scheduled to open up the time capsule that had 
been hidden from view for 90 years, he said.

“One of the things Masonry is steeped in 
is history and we know, we have minutes that 
go back to all of these lodges over the years 
and every year is another anniversary of some 
kind,” Sardone said.

“As you can tell, we have a tremendous 
amount of legers that go back, so they were 
planning on this probably in year 120, 130, 140, 
150,” he added. “This was not something that 

jumped on us all of a sudden. We were ready 
for this.”

Lodge Treasurer William Serratore said 
the building, constructed during the depths of 
the Great Depression, cost $50,000, which is 
the equivalent of roughly $900,000 today. The 
village’s population was about 2,000, but the 
lodge had more than 600 members.

Henry Clay Wallace, one of President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt’s vice presidents, was a 
member of the lodge and Alexander Hamilton’s 
great-grandson paid the local Masons a visit in 
1893.

“We have been a part of this community, we 
love being a part of this community and we 
will continue to be a part of this community,” 

Serratore said.
The lodge’s original home in 1871 was on 

the top floor of a farmhouse somewhere in 
the village, Moccio said. Before the current 
building was erected, its second home was the 
upper floor of the Main Street building that 
houses Bicycle World on the ground level, he 
said.

Although participation in more recent 
times has been diminishing, there has been a 
membership upswing recently in New York, 
Sardone said. That is also true in Westchester 
where the Masons in 2019 successfully bid for 
the College of New Rochelle campus, which is 
proposed to be the site of senior housing and 
educational efforts, he said.

In upstate Utica, the Masons operate a 
location where they take care of area residents’ 
health at its Mason Community Care of New 
York facility.

Then there are always the charitable 
events undertaken by local lodges that help 
communities in need.

“We do a lot of charity, and you know what, 
we can have fun, too,” Sardone said. “We can 
have fun also.”

Moccio said the 90-year-old building is 
showing its age and the Masons are going to 
have to raise funds to prevent decay, water 
infiltration and other problems. Despite the 
hurdles, Moccio said they will get the work 
done.

“We really owe it to the brothers who came 
before us,” he said.

Mt. Kisco Masons Open Time Capsule to Commemorate 150 Years

MARTIN WILBUR  PHOTO

Above: The ceremony outside the Mount Kisco 
Masonic Lodge last Friday.
Left:  The time capsule at the Kisco 708 Masonic 
Lodge that was opened on the 90th anniversary 
year of the building and on the lodge’s 150th 
anniversary.

Fair and Affordable 
Rental Apartments
New Development in Downtown
New Rochelle, New York

Located in the heart of the downtown, 
just 0.3 miles to the New Rochelle 
Metro-North and Amtrak station, Bee-Line 
Bus, and conveniently located near major 
highways, parks and the Long Island Sound.

14 Le Count Place n  New Rochelle, NY
 n Preference for Artists certified by the 

New Rochelle Municipal Arts Commission
 n 95 affordable apartments: 

studios, one-bedrooms and two-bedrooms
 n  380 units / 95 affordable (25%)
 n  48 units at 50% AMI, 47 units at 70% AMI 
     (“AMI” = area median income)

Amenities include…
 n  fitness center
 n  bike storage
 n  dog walk, dog washing station
 n  rooftop level outdoor pool
 n  multiple lounge rooms
 n  barbecue
 n  free parking
 n  secure access
 n  central laundry facilities
 n  on-site management & leasing office

Apartments feature…
 n  tenant-controlled heat & AC
 n  luxury vinyl flooring
 n  washer / dryer in each apartment

Wilder Balter
P A R T N E R S I N C. 

For application, floorplans and 
more information please contact: Housing Action Council
914-332-4144 • www.LeCountAffordableApts.com • hac@affordablehomes.org
This ad has been posted on: NYHousingSearch.gov

Application 
Postmark Deadline: 

8/2/21

Lottery Date:
   8/13/21 at 5:00 PM

Lottery Live Stream: 
https://tinyurl.com/

yy3n4ftp

 Household Size 50% AMI 70% AMI  

 1 Person $44,650 $62,510
 2 Person $51,000 $71,400
 3 Person $57,400 $80,360
 4 Person $63,750 $89,250
  Unit Type # Units at Rents at # Units at Rents at

50% AMI 50% AMI* 70% AMI 70% AMI*

 Studio 11 $1,082 10 $1,528
 1 BR 26 $1,156 26 $1,634
 2 BR 11 $1,379 11 $1,953
* Rent includes heat, water, and cooking gas. Rents & Maximum Household 

Income as of April 2021, Subject to Change Annually.

These are the 
Maximum Income 
Limits to qualify for the 
affordable apartments

Interfaith Dwellings Corp.
of New Rochelle

PUTNAM COUNTY

SPCA
REALLY NEEDS YOUR HELP

ASPCA DONATIONS DO NOT REACH US
100% OF YOUR DONATIONS GO TOWARDS
PROTECTING ANIMALS AND OUR COMMUNITY
NOT TO FANCY TV ADS OR FAMOUS PEOPLE

The Rescue Happens
BEFORE the Shelter

Online Donations
www.spcaputnam.org

By Mail
PUTNAM COUNTY SPCA

PO BOX 850
BREWSTER, NY 10509

If You Suspect
Animal Abuse,
PLEASE CALL

845.520.6915

Animal Abuse Happens
In Putnam County

We Buy 
Gold, Silver 
& Platinum

Repair Work
Gift Certifi cates
& Gift Wrapping

Always
Unique

Open Tuesday through Saturday 10AM- 5:30 PM
8A South Moger Avenue, Mt. Kisco, NY 10549 • (914) 241-2232

Happy 
Summer!
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I’ve noticed an alarming trend occurring in 
New Castle politics. We’ve failed to maintain 
a level of civility and respect that has started 
among our politicians and been reflected in 
our town. I especially saw this happen at the 
Town Board’s June 15 meeting.

The meeting was about whether 
Jeremy Saland should resign his position 
as councilman and be appointed town 
supervisor or become the acting town 
supervisor. 

The opinion Councilwoman Lisa Katz 
voiced had a lot of factual argument behind 
it, but other board members used this as an 

opportunity to misconstrue her reasoning 
with emotional pleas. Other board members 
kept conveying their “disappointment” that 
Katz wouldn’t appoint him when as acting 
town supervisor Saland would receive the 
same pay, responsibilities and authority 
without causing unnecessary vacancies that 
could threaten the stability of the town.  

But Ms. Katz was shut down for 
expressing a different view. Rather than try 
to please other Town Board members, she 
was giving town residents a more holistic 
understanding of the implications of an 
appointed versus acting supervisor.  

As an incoming senior at Greeley, I see 
what’s happening in our communities also 
occurring at my school. People are afraid 
to offer a different point of view, especially 
when this allows us to see a new side of a 
nuanced, complicated issue. This is not 
the kind of example we should be setting. 
We need to create opportunities for our 
community to feel comfortable discussing 
varying perspectives.

Nadia Nabeel
Chappaqua 

There is a blight in our wonderful city. 
Sears is gone. Macy’s is gone. Those 
spectacular July4th fireworks shows and 
the New Year’s Eve ball drop – they’ve 
gone too. What’s left is a massive, concrete 
desert.

So here’s an idea. Why not create a 
vibrant green space in the area that is now 
the sad, customer-less Galleria mall. Let’s 
bring the community together by building a 
unique park that can become a destination 
here in the center of Westchester.

How about a beautiful carousel, an ice-
skating rink in winter, a playground, a dog 
park, a community garden, benches and 

trees? During the Christmas season there 
could be pop-up shops as well.

There are so many possibilities!
Battery Park in Manhattan has created 

something out of nothing. I’ve watched 
it grow and flourish over the decades. 
Brookfield Mall seems to be well-versed 
in creating spaces that people enjoy and 
ultimately, they shop there as well. 

Bryant Park was transformed from 
a resting place for the homeless into a 
vibrant destination for city dwellers and 
tourists alike.

I don’t know the logistics, but I do know 
there are talented city planners who could 

design such a destination for the people 
who live and work here. I feel certain that 
there are many wealthy citizens in White 
Plains who would love to contribute to the 
establishment of such a fine park – maybe 
even a place to engrave their name on a 
bench or a carousel.

This park can become a magnet, 
attracting new people to our city to shop, 
to dine and to find a desirable place to call 
home.

Sandy Mayo
White Plains

White Plains Deserves Something Special Instead of a Concrete Desert 

Letters to the Editor

There must be change on the Putnam 
County Legislature. I attended the July 6 
full legislative meeting in order to speak 
about the importance of having a bipartisan, 
independent Charter Commission to 
review the charter. The current makeup 
of the commission consists only of county 
government employees and members of 
the legislature. It is inappropriate that the 
commission predominantly consists of the 
same people who will vote on it. That is what 
I had planned to say, but plans change. 

I sat and watched Legislator Neal Sullivan 
be rude and condescend not only to his 
usual target, Legislator Nancy Montgomery, 
but also Legislator Sayegh, Chairwoman 
Addonizio, District Attorney Tendy and 
Sheriff Langley. This is the same legislator 
who recently called the esteemed Captain 
Tompkins of the Sherriff’s Department a 
mere “underling.” 

At the meeting, Sullivan called our highest-
ranking law enforcement officer “silly,” 
“ignorant,” “incapable of understanding” 
and clueless. During public comment, I 
confronted Legislator Sullivan, telling him 
to his face that he was condescending and 
inappropriate. His response was again to act 
condescendingly toward me. After public 
comment ended, Legislator Sullivan again 
invoked my name stating that he did not 
know why I had to say anything to him when 
he did not say anything about me. 

And therein lies the difference between 
most of the legislators and myself; I speak up 
when I see a bully. Yet with all of his bullying 
and condescension, nobody save Legislator 
Montgomery, spoke out against him. 

The problem with this legislature is not 
that it is filled with nine bad people; it’s filled 
with a couple of bad people and many who 
will not stand up to them. I do thank the two 

Republican legislators who spoke with me 
privately expressing their agreement with 
me.

When I am elected, I will always speak up 
and speak out against any wrongs that I see. 
I will make the workers of this county feel 
comfortable that if they witness a legislator 
committing a crime they can report it, write 
a ticket or make an arrest without fear of 
retribution. There must be change on the 
county legislature. 

Scott Reing
Mahopac

Scott Reing is the Democratic candidate 
running for the District 7 seat on the Putnam 

County Legislature.

Most Putnam County Legislators Afraid to Stand Up to One of Their Own
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The Garden Club of Yorktown strongly 
opposes the height reduction of the 
green hedge that borders the Cablevision 
property and Route 118. 

Our club was founded in 1928 with the 
specific charter to beautify the town. Our 
50-plus members work year-round on the 
street planters, town gardens and numerous 
beautification and conservation initiatives. 
As a club we focus on the green elements in 
the town and seek to improve the quality of 
the commercial building landscaping. 

A walk along Commerce Street portrays 

too many examples of commercial buildings 
with unsightly plantings; even recently 
approved development. We take our civic 
duty to safeguard existing green space 
and improve the overall look of the town 
very seriously. To reduce the height of 
the existing trees to facilitate the self-
prompting goals of the building renters is 
detrimental to the overall look of the town.

The existing level of the tree hedge 
should not be reduced!

Yorktown residents proudly identify the 
town’s natural beauty, open space and parks 

as core benefits of living here. The 2010 
Town Comprehensive Plan states that the 
Town should protect our natural resources 
and promote green building principles 
whenever possible. To approve the height 
reduction of the Cablevision trees is 
contrary to the town’s Comprehensive 
Plan.

The Executive Committee of the 
Garden Club of Yorktown

Tree Hedges Should Improve the Look of Yorktown and Not Be Reduced
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By Cantor Lilah Sugarman

There are so many things to 
be grateful for in our lives, and 
collectively, this has been a hard 
year for our country and the world, a 
year of quarantine, illness and death. 
A year of growth, transition and 
uncertainty. 

Next Saturday, July 16 at sundown 
to Sunday, July 17 at sundown, Jews 
around the world observe an annual 
day of mourning 
called Tisha 
B’Av.

Tisha B’Av 
means the 9th of 
the month of Av, 
so the name of 
the observance 
is the date it 
is observed on 
in the Jewish 
calendar. 
Tisha B’Av 
commemorates 
tragic events that have occurred in 
history including the destruction 
of the first and second Temple in 
Jerusalem. Traditionally, on Tisha 
B’Av, people participate in mourning 
practices, including fasting and 
chanting the Book of Lamentations. 

I find this observance important 
and meaningful every year and all the 
more so this year. I think it is vitally 

important to have a collective day of 
mourning annually so that together as 
a community we can mourn. We are 
able to mourn our ancestors’ losses 
and also all our losses and challenges 
of the year. It reminds us to set aside 
a day to mourn. It reminds us to spend 
some time supporting each other 
through hard times and sadness. It 
encourages the idea that to move 
forward, we must acknowledge 
and process our sadness with the 

support of our 
community. 

My hope is 
that you are able 
to set aside time 
in your daily 
life to notice all 
the beauty and 
to celebrate. 
Also, my hope 
is that you set 
aside time to 
acknowledge, 

process and 
mourn when things are hard for you 
or your community. 

Lilah Sugarman is the cantor at 
Congregation B’nai Yisrael in Armonk 
and is part of the Armonk Faith 
Alliance. The alliance also comprises 
Hillside Church, St. Stephen’s 
Episcopal Church, St. Patrick’s RC 
Church and St. Nersess Armenian 
Seminary.

Guest Column
Hiding From Climate Change Doesn’t Work
By Michael Gold

I went walking in a pot of thick soup as 
big as Westchester.

That’s what the heat wave felt like.
It was 95 degrees in Pleasantville 

one day at the end of June, according to 
Accuweather. That’s about 15 degrees 
above average. 

If this is the new normal due to climate 
change, I don’t want any part of it. Our 
family hid in the house. 

There are far too many people who 
cannot enjoy that luxury. 

Not even someone as highly skilled at 
hiding out as me cannot stay in the house 
forever, although I have made many valiant 
attempts to do so. 

In the house, I try to distract myself from 
the suffocating heat by reading books and 
newspapers, playing Twister by myself and 
praying for clouds the size of Jupiter to 
cover the planet. And rain, lots of rain.

You cannot attribute one single weather 
event to climate change. But leading 
climate scientists have pointed out that 
climate change makes heat waves far more 
likely and more intense. 

Climate change also makes intense 
rainfall more likely. A few days after the 
sizzling soup-like heat, we saw millions 

upon millions of balls of raindrops that 
seemed to be thrown from the sky by 
microscopic Major League pitchers hurling 
100 mile-per-hour fastballs. Each raindrop 
finished with a bang on the pavement in 
front of our house. 

I have driven on the Saw Mill Parkway 
in torrential rain. The water feels like it’s 
rushing by the middle of my wheels, as the 
river charges out of its banks, angry and 
insolent, on a temper tantrum out of all 
proportion to its size. 

The state is raising about a mile of the 
Saw Mill Parkway to avoid flooding, but 
nobody can predict what nature is going to 
do, especially if we keep handing it weapons 
to harm us. 

So, we can’t hide from climate change in 
Westchester for very long, even if we build 
an air-conditioned dome over the whole 
county, which is about as likely to happen as 
the New York Jets winning the Super Bowl 
five years in a row. 

Here’s what we can do:
• The easiest, cheapest thing to do is 

plant more trees, to absorb all that 
carbon we’re putting into the air. 
Pleasantville features a number of areas 
near the Saw Mill Parkway that have 
nothing but weeds. Why not consider 
planting dozens of small trees in these 

areas? I’m not suggesting giant oaks or 
elms, which could eventually grow so 
high they might hit somebody’s house 
in a storm. Also, Memorial Plaza could 
use many more trees, by the strip of 
land next to the railroad tracks.

• Homeowners can plant a tree on their 
front lawns, near the road. The village 
will pay for half the cost of the tree, and 
all the labor of planting, under its 50/50 
tree planting program. 

• Install a geothermal air conditioning/
heating pump system in your home. You 
can get rid of your oil heating tank, and 
you won’t have to worry about carbon 
monoxide poisoning in your house 
again. New York State and the federal 
government offer generous tax credits 
for installing geothermal. We installed a 
geothermal pump in our home last year. 

• Buy 100 percent wind energy for your 
home. We’ve been using wind energy 
for about 10 years. It is somewhat more 
expensive than energy generated by 
fossil fuels, but you’re helping to keep 
the climate cooler. 

• Install solar panels. Like geothermal, 
both the U.S. and state offer tax 
incentives for putting a solar array on 
your roof. In our house, we hope to 
install solar in 2022, which will reduce 

our electric bill.
• Buy an electric car. They are becoming 

cheaper and more plentiful by the day. 
We hope to purchase one in the next 
two years. 

• Lobby state and federal government 
officials to move faster on addressing 
climate change. The wheels on both 
those vehicles move slowly, it’s true, 
but if we don’t yell, we’re leaving an 
even bigger mess for our children. 

The other day I told my teenage daughter 
I was sorry she had to live through the 
terrible distortions we’re making of the 
climate.  She said, “It’s fine. It’s what I 
know.”

These words were not heartbreaking, but 
they came pretty close. 

Since we can’t gather up the megatons 
of carbon dioxide we’re generating every 
year, pump it all into rocket ships and send 
them to Mars immediately, we’re all going 
to have to move faster and more forcefully 
to cut our carbon emissions. 

Michael Gold has op-ed articles published 
on the environment in The New York Daily 
News, The Albany Times Union, The 
Virginian-Pilot and other newspapers.

Across
1. Thornwood bakery, ____ & 
Sons
7. Business watchdog for 
customers (abbr.)
10. Drapery ornament
11. Rowing equipment
12. Clothing
14. Slide on snow
15. Young lad
16. Cookie Monster’s original 
name
17. Pampering
20. Severe blow
22. “Bus Stop” playwright
23. Working OK
27. Hispanic aunt
28. Proposal
29. Lady referred to
30. Michael Phelps & Carl Lewis would 
eat at this Mahopac restaurant
35. Post-E.R. place
36. “Seinfeld” character
37. Prized mushroom
38. Ferris’s girlfriend in “Ferris Bueller’s 
Day Off”

Down
1. -- moment’s notice
2. Séance sound
3. Spoon stat.
4. Home of 300 million plus
5. Novak Djokovic and Ana Ivanovic, for 
two
6. Dairy section selections
7. Ordering about

8. Kind of soda
9. Crossing
13. Alkaline liquid
17. Resolve
18. Above, in an ode
19. Metal can
20. Middle Ages style
21. Individually
24. Donor classification letters
25. Scrabble pieces
26. Long narrative poem
31. He was the subject of a Warhol 
painting
32. Actress/singer Zadora
33. Lodging
34. Clamp shape

Answers on page 13

A Spiritual View 

Buy Myles Mellor’s easy, super easy, medium crosswords, family puzzle books, 
word searches and cryptograms at www.ilovecrosswords.com

Crossword
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Food and Refreshments will be available. 
In the event of inclement weather – Concert will be held at Yorktown Theater.

Positively – No Food,  Drink or Coolers allowed inside Theater.
Call 914-393-1447 for more information 

www.yorktownlions.com

Yorktown Lions Club 

2021
Summer Concert Series

Our 26th Anniversary at the Jack DeVito Veterans Memorial Park!
All Concerts are on Sunday Nights and start at 6PM

If raining, concert will be held at the Yorktown Stage Theatre

Presenting Sponsors

6/27 - Simply Diamond - Neil Diamond Tribute

7/11 - Group de Jour - A tour of music through the years!

7/18 - Frontiers - A Journey Tribute Band

8/8 - The Elton John Experience

8/15 - 45 RPM - Some of the best hits from your favorite Juke Box!

8/29 - Class Action - Yorktown's own Rock Tribute Band
– A tribute to our veterans and armed forces concert –

Food and Refreshments will be available. 
In the event of inclement weather – Concert will be held at Yorktown Theater.

Positively – No Food,  Drink or Coolers allowed inside Theater.
Call 914-393-1447 for more information 

www.yorktownlions.com

Yorktown Lions Club 

2021
Summer Concert Series

Our 26th Anniversary at the Jack DeVito Veterans Memorial Park!
All Concerts are on Sunday Nights and start at 6PM

If raining, concert will be held at the Yorktown Stage Theatre

Presenting Sponsors

6/27 - Simply Diamond - Neil Diamond Tribute

7/11 - Group de Jour - A tour of music through the years!

7/18 - Frontiers - A Journey Tribute Band

8/8 - The Elton John Experience

8/15 - 45 RPM - Some of the best hits from your favorite Juke Box!

8/29 - Class Action - Yorktown's own Rock Tribute Band
– A tribute to our veterans and armed forces concert –

All Sunday Concerts Start at 6PM at theJack DeVito Veterans Memorial 
Field and Gazebo, located behind the Yorktown Community and Cultural 
Center. Food and Refreshments will be available. In the event of inclem-
ent weather – Concert will be held at Yorktown Theater. Positively – No 

Food, Drink or Coolers allowed inside Theater. 
Call 914-393-1447 for more information

www.yorktownlionsclub.com

6/27 - Simply Diamond - Neil Diamond Tribute
7/11 - Group de Jour - A tour of music through the years!
7/18 - Frontiers - A Journey Tribute Band
8/8   - The Elton John Experience
8/15 - 45 RPM - Some of the best hits from your favorite Juke Box!
8/29 - Class Action - Yorktown’s own Rock Tribute Band

– A tribute to our veterans and armed forces concert –
If raining, concert will be held at the Yorktown Stage Theatre

Our 26th Anniversary at the Jack DeVito Veterans Memorial Park!
All Concerts are on Sunday Nights and start at 6PM

Yorktown Lions Club
2021 

Summer Concert SeriesPitch ‘n Putt &
Hole-In-One Contest
Sponsored by the Friends of Yorktown Parks & Recreation

Saturday, July 17 from 9 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.Saturday, July 17 from 9 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Downing Park BallfieldsDowning Park Ballfields

Raffles and 50/50 Drawing
Prizes include gift certificates from area restaurants, 

passes to area health clubs and more!
Beverages, Snack and Food Vendors

Family 

Fun Day!

Jump Cas
tle

Kids P
utting 

Conte
st

Pitch ‘n Putt &
Hole-In-One Contest
Sponsored by the Friends of Yorktown Parks & Recreation

Saturday, July 17 from 9 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Downing Park Ballfi elds

Prizes include gift certifi cates from area restaurants,
passes to area health clubs and more!
Beverages, Snack and Food Vendors

THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS!

Family

Fun Day!

Jump Castle

Kids Putting 

Contest

Raffl  es and 50/50 Drawing

NORTHERN WESTCHESTER
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By Martin Wilbur

If you’re an area foodie and have been 
longing to try different culinary choices, 
Mount Kisco is the place to be later this 
month.

Mimicking the popular Hudson Valley 
Restaurant Week, the Mount Kisco 
Chamber of Commerce next Friday will 
be launching its own Restaurant Week, 
with currently more than 20 eateries 
throughout the village offering specials 
and deals to patrons. 

It kicks off on July 23 and extends 

through Sunday, Aug. 1. It not only provides 
the public with a reason to explore a buffet 
of dining choices but it’s designed to help 
bolster the local restaurant scene, where 
many owners struggled to survive the 
pandemic.

“It comes out of the chamber as another 
way to help a segment of our members, 
which restaurants are a portion of the 
membership in the chamber, and after 
COVID, we worked very closely with 
them seeing how they were doing,” said 
chamber Co-executive Director Loretta 
Brooks.

Each participating restaurant’s offerings 
will be unique to their establishment. 
The goal is to have the community and 
residents from neighboring towns learn 
more about Mount Kisco’s restaurants and 
showcase the wide assortment of cuisine 
available in the village.

Chamber Co-executive Director Beth 
Vetare Civitello said many area residents 
are always intrigued by what there is to 
eat locally when looking for a night out and 
this is a great way to bring more choices to 
people as well as help the restaurateurs. 

“We’re always looking for ways to bring 
people into this great town of ours and 
one of the things we know has worked 
countywide and statewide has been the 
Restaurant Week,” Civitello said. “So we 
decided that we should have one that was 
geared specifically to Mount Kisco, and the 
restaurant business is a difficult enough 
business and we have all these world class 

restaurants here.”
As of last week, 21 restaurants had 

signed up to participate. A restaurant must 
be a chamber member to be involved, but 
if they are they are a member they are not 
obligated to sign up, Civitello said.

The list of restaurants include Exit 4 
Food Hall; Badageoni Georgian Kitchen; 
Mt Kisco Seafood; Kisco River Eatery; 
Basilico Pizza, Pasta & Gourmet; Stone 
Fire; Locali Mt Kisco; Village Social; 
Skinny Buddha Organic Food & Fitness; 
Mimi’s Coffee House; Sette E Venti 
by Gianfranco; Mario’s Pizza & Pasta; 
Lexington Square Café; Mardino’s Italian 
Cuisine & Steakhouse; Frannie’s Goodie 
Shop; Captain Lawrence Barrel House; 
The Hub  Restaurant at Holiday Inn; Ben 
& Jerry’s Ice Cream; Mt Kisco Coach 
Diner; Azteca Mexican Restaurant; Mt 
Kisco Farm; and Captain Lawrence Barrel 
House.  

Brooks said for many downtowns, the 
restaurants’ success can be the lifeblood of 
the business district.

“We’re really hoping that they do well,” 
Brooks said. “I think it’s a nice time for 
somebody to try a new restaurant that 
they might have been thinking of and this 
is a good excuse to give it a whirl.”

Civitello said the chamber timed 
Restaurant Week to be during the middle 
of the summer when some people may be 
on vacation and business could be slower, 
as opposed to the spring or fall when foot 
traffic typically picks up.

If it works goes according to plan, there 
would likely be more Restaurant Weeks in 
the future, possibly next winter, she said. 

For more information on Restaurant 
Week and to learn what each participating 
establishment is offering and if any new 
restaurants are added, visit the Mount 
Kisco Chamber of Commerce website 
during the next couple of weeks at www.
mtkiscochamber.com. 

Foodies Delight: Mt. Kisco Gears Up for First-Ever Restaurant Week

The Mount Kisco Chamber of Commerce 
Restaurant Week logo. The chamber is trying 
the promotion that is similar to Hudson 
Valley Restaurant Week where participating 
establishments offer specials to diners.

if you don’t know you have it.
Get your annual mammogram with a recognized leader in breast imaging. Nuvance Health makes getting a screening mammogram 

easy with weekend and evening appointments, and in most cases, no referral is needed for routine mammograms. We’re here for 
you at every step, from booking an appointment at a convenient location to getting your results back quickly.

Plus, immediate follow-up is available if you need any further care.

You can’t treat
breast cancer

Get Back to Your Future
Learn more and book a mammogram at nuvancehealth.org/mammogram

Putnam Hospital | Nuvance Health Medical Practices

Crossword 
Answers
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Bring  to 

our community.

good energy

New Yorkers – Whether you own or rent your home, you can support local solar energy at 

no extra cost! Arcadia’s community solar program makes it easy to do your part:

              Cleans up New York’s power supply

              ¥epurposes local land �or sustainaËle us¾

              Boosts the regional economy

Your solar energy production

Your share of the solar farm created 

energy from June 4 to July 6. You 

received a solar credit on your bill for 

helping to create clean energy!

860

kWh produced this billing cycle

$3.40

solar credits on your bill

Good morning, Sam!

Halfmoon Solar Farm

Halfmoon, New York

Your solar farm has been generating energy 

since September 2019. All of this energy 

goes into your local power grid!

1,030

Homes powered 

annually

5,285

Est. MWh produced 

annually

300

100

kWh

Apr May Jun Jul Aug

Energy production by month

JULY 19, 2021 AT 7 PM EST

Attend Arcadia’s free session for more info on 

joining a community solar farm
!

tinyurl.com/arcadia-croton

Learn more about going solar

2597 Rt. 22 Patterson PattersonAutoBody.com 845 . 8 7 8 . 3 456
COLLISION REPAIR • NYS INSPECTION • AIR CONDITIONING • WHEEL ALIGNMENT & BALANCING PREVENTIVE MAINTENANCE • TOWING • TIRE CENTER • LIGHT DUTY VEHICLE SPECIALISTS

Your Complete Automotive Service Center

BUMPER TO BUMPER SPECIAL
OIL & FILTER CHANGE
UP TO 5 QTS. FULL SYNTHETIC MOTOR OIL
MOST CARS OR LIGHT DUTY TRUCKS

SYNTHETIC OIL EXTRA

CHECK
BATTERY, FLUIDS, BELTS, HOSES, BRAKES, STRUTS, SHOCKS,

TIRES, WIPERS, LIGHTS ENGINE HEALTH REPORT

IS YOUR ACWORKING EFFICIENTLY?
DON'TWAIT FOR A HEATWAVE TO FIND OUT!
TAKE ADVANTAGE OF 15% OFF
(B.G.) CLIMATE CONTROL& AIR CONDITIONER SERVICE
ADD ANY OTHER (B.G.) PREVENTIVE MAINTENANCE SERVICE
AND GET 15% OFF THAT SERVICE TOO

ALL SERVICES by Appointment ONLY. MUST Mention Special when Dropping off Vehicle. ALL SPECIALS EXPIRE 7/17/2021

$29.95
plus tax

When Down Time is
NOT AN OPTION...

We’ll get you back in business!
Fleet, Vans, Boxes and Light Duty Trucks
BRING YOUR VEHICLE TO US ORWE'LL COME TO YOU

HOT JULY SPECIALS

�CHECK OUTTHIS HOT
SPECIAL!

7/31/21
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By Martin Wilbur

For people who love cars, there’s 
nothing better than spending a summer 
weekend afternoon with fellow enthusiasts 
checking out all kinds of cool and classic 
vehicles.

It’s even better when the proceeds of 
the show benefit a great cause.

On Sunday, Shift Masters of Westchester, 
a Mount Vernon car club, held a show in the 
parking lot of the Thornwood McDonald’s 
featuring a combination of classic cars and 
later model editions. All of the proceeds 
generated by the show, through the 
$20-per-car entry fee, will go to the Ronald 
McDonald House of the Greater Hudson 
Valley in Valhalla.

Shift Masters member Jim Livecchi, who 
organized the event, said whenever the 
club holds a show, it makes sure to donate 
the money raised to charity, whether it’s 
for hospitals, veterans causes or to help 
the hungry.

“It’s just what we do,” Livecchi said. 
“We feel we have to give back. You have 
to.”

Club President Frank Russo said Shift 
Masters was originally formed around 
1956 but petered out in the 1960s. As 
someone who loves cars, he and several 
other members, relaunched the club in 
2012 and have been holding shows and 
participating in other clubs’ events ever 
since.

Christina Riley, executive director 

of the Ronald McDonald House of the 
Hudson Valley, said there are so many 
organizations like Shift Masters that look 
to help the Ronald McDonald House any 
way possible.

“There are so many out there that do 
stuff like this,” Riley said. “It just helps 
raise money and awareness. Now, more 
people know about the house.”

Ronald McDonald House offers free 
accommodations for families who have a 

child in Maria Fareri Children’s Hospital. 
It is located across the parking lot from 
the children’s hospital near Westchester 
Medical Center.

Several dozen car owners who made 
the trip from around the county brought 
a personal favorite of theirs, such as 
Pleasantville resident Cameron Kelly. 
Kelly brought her 1986 red Pontiac Fiero. 
Although not a collector, she decided to be 
part of the show when she saw a recent 

notice posted in McDonald’s. 
Kelly said the car was her father’s 

before he got older and he no longer feels 
confident driving it any longer because of 
diminishing reflexes.

She uses it as her primary vehicle and it 
catches the eye of a lot of other motorists 
on the road.

“It’s a fantastic car,” Kelly said. “It’s got 
pickup. It was great. It’s so much fun to 
drive and everybody likes it. People stop 
me at the corner and they’ll jump out and 
they’ll go ‘I want your car.’”

Livecchi said of some of the cars on hand 
wouldn’t be considered classics. Generally, 
cars need to have been from before 1980 to 
be considered vintage, he said. However, 
the way Shift Masters runs its shows, if 
someone loves a car that they have and are 
willing to pay the entry fee, they’ll be part 
of the show.

“We look at it differently,” Livecchi said. 
“If you have a late model Corvette sitting 
there, that’s a person’s, that’s their baby, 
why not let them in the show.”

Joe Ricci, of Pelham Manor, came to 
Sunday’s show with one of his six classic 
cars, a black 1965 Chevy Corvair. He called 
it a car that “drives like a big car.”

He said the best part of participating in 
car shows is the camaraderie and looking 
at what everyone else brings.

“Everyone has a story,” Ricci said. “I 
remember my first car; I drove it to high 
school; I remember riding in the back.”

Car Club Organizes Show to Raise Money for Ronald McDonald House

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO

Several of the cars that were part of Shift Masters of Westchester’s car show Sunday afternoon at the 
McDonald’s in Thornwood. The show raised money for Ronald McDonald House.

Patrick J. McNulty Sr. • Patrick T. McNulty • Patrick J. McNulty Jr. • Daniel J. McNulty

Patrick J. McNulty Jr.  Daniel J. McNulty

Helping you Celebrate, Remember and Heal

Generations of local families have placed their trust 
in Pleasant Manor Funeral Home. We are grateful to the 
families we serve and appreciate their confi dence in our abil-
ity to create meaningful services that help them be-
gin the healing process. Some people think that choos-
ing a modest memorial means sacrifi cing service. Our 
commitment to excellent service allows us to say that 
no matter what kind of memorial you have in mind,

we will provide you with the best service available.

Offering Care and Comfort Offering Care and Comfort 

575 Columbus Avenue, Thornwood, NY 10594
914 - 747 - 1821

www.pleasantmanorfh.com

Pleasant Manor 
Funeral Home, Inc.
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For the past few years, I’ve been 
living in a condominium whose 
street name is that of a recent 
former president. While a highly 
political friend tells me that she 
would not live on a street bearing 
that name even if the home were 
given to her free, I suspect that she 
would.  

The home is splendid in my 
view, and I believe that its address 
projects an image of quality, 
which follows through in reality. I 
consider myself lucky to be able to 
live there. 

Besides serving as a way to 
find where you live, can the 
name of your street influence the 
perception of your home and its 
value, positively or negatively?  

The thought occurred to me a while 
back when I read a report about residents’ 
complaints in a town in Putnam County 
where a local motel housed a number of sex 
offenders. Almost as a throwaway at the end 
of the article, the motel’s street address was 
listed as Sodom Road. You just can’t make this 
stuff up. 

The origins of street names can be a 
fascinating study, ranging from history, their 
locations, mystery or sheer whimsy.  

I was first aware of how streets got their 
names while attending elementary school 
in Philadelphia. The nuns taught us that the 
derivation of street names was based on the 
plan developed by William Penn, where the 
major east-west streets were the names of 

trees: Vine, Mulberry, Chestnut, 
Walnut, Locust, Spruce and Pine 
among them, intersected by a 
numbered grid.

When we took a class trip to 
Washington, D.C., I found that 
all 50 states have streets named 
after them and most of them cross 
diagonally through an alphabetic 
and numbered grid system. Rather 
than making an address clear, the 
intention of that system was to 
confuse invaders and to guard 
the Capitol, but today it serves to 
confuse tourists as well.

When I moved to New York 
City, I was relieved to find a grid 
that made finding any address 
very easy, except for the wildly 

erratic system in Greenwich Village, which 
was established before the grid system. It 
resulted in having West 4th Street somehow 
managing to intersect West 12th Street.

Around 1850, with increased value placed 
on nature, it became common to name streets 
after trees. As a result, my past neighborhood, 
an early one, features Hickory, Hemlock and 
Birch streets.  

The roads in our communities might 
reveal the types of industries they originally 
supported, such as Mill Street, Milk Street, 
Commerce Street and Mechanics Road. Also, 
Presidents were honored in every town: 
Washington, Jefferson, Lincoln, Madison 
and Kennedy boulevards abound across 
the nation. And some streets simply reflect 
the surroundings, such as Mountain View, 

Lakeside and Hudson View.
But the most creative 

names came with modern 
housing track developments 
where builders became 
responsible for naming 
streets, harnessing the 
suggestive power of words 
that shape a neighborhood 
even before the first home 
was built.

Sometimes the personal 
interests of builders attached themselves 
to street names. The most interesting I’ve 
found is a Mahopac neighborhood known as 
the “fish bowl” where the streets are named 
Pike Place, Perch Drive and Trout Place. 
I also have friends who live in the “flower” 
neighborhood of Astor, Dahlia, and Tulip.  

In Yorktown, we become American literary 
aficionados with such names as Whitman, 
Emerson and Thoreau. 

From the 1970s and ‘80s, newer 
developments frequently adopted names 
of the developers’ wives or daughters, and 
only infrequently, sons. Today, that practice 
is generally discouraged by town planning 
boards because those street signs tend to be 
stolen more frequently, presumably by young 
people of the same names.

We can be drawn to or repelled by the 
mystery of some street names. I had a real 
estate client who challenged me to find a 
house for her on Watermelon Hill Road simply 
because she loved the name so much. My 
personal favorites in this region are Pudding 
Street, Bullet Hole Road and Lover’s Lane in 

Putnam Valley and Fiddler’s 
Bridge Road in Dutchess 
County. Where did those 
haunting names originate, I 
wonder?

As I travel our byways, I 
also ponder such questions 
as whether Church Street 
or Seminary Road lead the 
traveler to heaven?  

And let’s not forget all the 
names that reflect our native 

American roots, such as Wiccoppee and 
Taconic.

There’s no denying that whether your 
street suggests picking a flower, enjoying 
the comfort of a shade tree, paying tribute 
to a founding father, making love or catching 
a fish, its name can indeed add character, 
charm or mystery to where you live. 

Can you guess the most popular street 
name in America? No, it’s not Main, Maple or 
Elm. It’s 2nd Street. Surprised? 

The reason is that most towns in America 
started with a simple grid of numbered 
streets, but many times 1st Street was 
renamed Main Street, boosting 2nd Street to 
the lead. So you might say that 2nd is second 
to none.

Bill Primavera, while a publicist and 
journalist, is also a realtor associated with 
William Raveis Real Estate and founder 
of Primavera Public Relations, Inc. (www.
PrimaveraPR.com). To engage the services of 
The Home Guru to market your home for sale, 
call 914-522-2076.

Does Your Street’s Name Influence Your Home’s Appeal?

We now offer PAINTING SERVICES 
to complement all our other services.

Call NOW for a FREE Estimate!

MIRACLE HOME IMPROVEMENTS MIRACLE HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
HAS EXPANDED!HAS EXPANDED!

914.271.9119
www.miraclehomeimprovements.com

2010 Albany Post Road, 
Croton-on-Hudson, NY

WC. Lic. #10415H99
P.C. Lic. #1817
YNK 307 
H-12519-07-23-00

FINANCING OPTIONS FROM

914.271.9119

WC. Lic. #10415H99
P.C. Lic. #1817

H-12519-07-23-00

State Farm, Bloomington, IL1801132

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.  
Here to help life go right.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”

Hello,
neighbor!

Tim Beyrer, Agent
710 Route 6

Mahopac, NY  10541
Bus: 845-628-9100

tim.beyrer.mdfh@statefarm.com
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DRUM HILL invites you to...
A Night Under the Silvery Moon

July 23rd 5:00pm - 7:00pm
Open House and 
Live Dance Music
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GET GREAT VALUE ON
BETTER CAR INSURANCE

AARP® Auto Insurance  
Program from The Hartford1
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Plans are insured through UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company or one of its affiliated companies, a Medicare Advantage organization with a Medicare contract and a contract with the State 
Medicaid Program. Enrollment in the plan depends on the plan’s contract renewal with Medicare. Other providers are available in our network. The provider network may change at any time. 
You will receive notice when necessary. In addition to accepting UnitedHealthcare Dual Complete, we contract with other Plans/Part D sponsors. Plans are insured through UnitedHealthcare 
Insurance Company or one of its affiliated companies, a Medicare Advantage organization with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in the plan depends on the plan’s contract renewal with Medicare. 
© 2021 United HealthCare Services, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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CareMount Medical is proud  
to serve UnitedHealthcare members  
with Medicare

We know how important it is to visit the doctors and hospitals you know and trust. That’s why we’re pleased to tell you that 
CareMount® Medical accepts UnitedHealthcare® and Medicare Advantage members. If you have Medicare, you could get a 
plan that gives you more benefits at no extra cost. 
 
Call UnitedHealthcare today to get answers to your 
questions and see if you qualify. 

1-855-400-0844, TTY 711 
uhcmedicaresolutions.com

Rounds

1
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Concepting: Chris
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Design: Chris
Production: Nate
Mkt Mgr: Tanner
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File Name: SPRJ63222_DU21_NY_CareMountCobrand_NpAd.indd
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1821 Commerce Street, Yorktown Heights, NY • 914-245-0391

Under New Management • NYS Inspection Station

DON’T PAY DEALER PRICES
WHEN WE CAN INSTALL PARTS AT A FRACTION OF THE PRICE!

Our labor rate is half the price of the dealers!!
WHY YORKTOWN SHELL...
• 3 technicians on-site with more than 30 years of 
  foreign & domestic experience, specializing in 
  Mercedes Benz
• Complimentary ride back home/work while your 
  car is being worked on
• All commercial accounts welcome! Ask about our    
  charge accounts for your � eet.
• One stop shop convenience store offering many 
  new products.

Coupon expires on 7/31/21. Cannot be combined 
with any other offer. Must present coupon.

THE NORTHERN WESTCHESTER EXAMINER

Coupon expires on 7/31/21. Cannot be combined 
with any other offer. Must present coupon.

THE NORTHERN WESTCHESTER EXAMINER

Coupon expires on 7/31/21. Cannot be combined 
with any other offer. Must present coupon.

THE NORTHERN WESTCHESTER EXAMINER

Coupon expires on 7/31/21. Cannot be combined 
with any other offer. Must present coupon.

THE NORTHERN WESTCHESTER EXAMINER

$25.95
Oil Change Special

Includes 5 quarts of conventional oil

FREE GAS
� ll up with the purchase 

of 4 new tires with 
mounting & balance 

(20 gallon reg gas max)

A/C SERVICE
$135.00

SAVE 10%
On any repair over $300

COOLANT FLUSH & 
RENEW SERVICE

Avoid costly repairs by getting your 
car’s cooling system ready for the 
winter with the proper antifreeze 

protection

$119.95

Coupon expires on 7/31/21. Cannot be combined 
with any other offer. Must present coupon.

THE NORTHERN WESTCHESTER EXAMINER

1821 Commerce Street, Yorktown Heights, NY • 914-245-03911821 Commerce Street, Yorktown Heights, NY • 914-245-03911821 Commerce Street, Yorktown Heights, NY • 914-245-0391

Get a FREE cup 
of coffee with 
every � ll-up

ASK US HOW TO SAVE

30¢ per gallon 
off of gas
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What is it that 
makes a wine 
desirable? Is it its 
underlying ethereal 
essence that sets it 
apart from others? 
Is it the prestige 
of its provenance? 
The exorbitant 
price that makes it 
unattainable to all 
but a wealthy few? 

Or is it simply its scarcity?
Certainly, there are multiple examples 

of coveted goods in our society. Italian 
race cars have a measurable value. The 
finest components, superior design and 
engineering require significant investment. 
These costs contribute to the lofty $277,000 
price tag of a Ferrari 458 Spider. 

The finest materials, top architectural 
design houses and ocean vistas contribute 
to the stratospheric prices for luxury 
homes in the Hamptons. For each of these 
examples, mystique and scarcity are a 
major component of their steep price tags.

However, for the world’s coveted 
wines, the components of price are more 
subjective than the aforementioned luxury 
items. The singular expression of a bottle 
of wine strikes an inner chord of mystery; 
its scarcity sets in motion a buying frenzy 
for the bragging rights of tasting a wine 
that very few people in the world will ever 
enjoy; or adding such a wine to one’s trophy 
room; or both.

One such wine is La Romanée-Conti 

Grand Cru produced by the Domaine de la 
Romanée-Conti, most commonly known by 
its acronym, DRC, and perennially the most 
expensive wine sold. 

What are the elements of this wine that 
contribute to its worldwide prestige and 
command such exorbitant prices? 

First and foremost, DRC’s reputation 
and price are attributable to its prestigious 
location, both the region and the specific 
locale; second, the winemaker’s production 
philosophy; and third, its scarcity. As with 
many coveted goods, the end result is 
greater than the sum of its parts. 

Located in the Côte de Nuits region of 
Burgundy, DRC is a relatively small plot of 
land that has been highly coveted since the 
Benedictine monks toiled in the vineyards 
and winery eight centuries ago. Even then, 
it was recognized as a near perfect section 
in the premier sub region in Burgundy, 
which itself was highly regarded throughout 
France. 

Three unique soil components – 
limestone, red clay and gravel – contribute 
to the richness and velvety texture of 
DRC. Following in the footsteps of the 

ancient monks, successive owners further 
enhanced the DRC reputation. 

The forbearers of the present owners 
purchased the land in 1869. Jacques-Marie 
Duvault-Blochet and his family assiduously 
expanded their envied 
holdings to 62 acres, 
which now encircle 
the present four acres 
of La Romanée-Conti. 
So land cost is not a 
major component of the 
price of DRC, since the 
vineyards have been 
owned by the same 
family for nearly 150 
years. 

The second component of DRC’s 
reputation is the owners’ commitment to 
sustainability. The vineyards and winery 
are managed biodynamically. No chemical 
fertilizers or pesticides are used, only 
organic products. No mechanical equipment 
is employed, only the power of horses. 
These and other practices produce silky, 
natural wines that are well-balanced, 
complex and have long-term aging potential 

(which, in turn, affect prices). In years of 
below standard crops, much of the fruit may 
be discarded, rather than produce a lesser 
wine.

The third component is a matter of 
economics. With only 450 cases – 5,400 
bottles – produced annually, demand can 
never be fully met. While this is an envious 
position for any winery, the DRC reputation 
has created an auction frenzy that pushes 
prices higher and higher each year. 

Whether the current vintage (2017) at 
$15,000 per bottle ($3,000 per glass), or 
the most highly regarded bottle (of any 
wine) ever sold at auction (1945 vintage) 

at $558,000 (An 
astounding $111,600 per 
glass, which may never 
be consumed!), DRC 
has stood at the pinnacle 
of the luxury goods 
market for generations, 
highly desirable and 
fanatically coveted – and 
deservedly so. 

Nick Antonaccio is 
a 45-year Pleasantville 

resident. For over 25 years, he has conducted 
wine tastings and lectures. Nick is a member 
and program director of the Wine Media Guild 
of wine journalists. He also offers personalized 
wine tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

‘its scarcity sets in motion a buying 
frenzy for the bragging rights of tasting 
a wine that very few people in the 
world will ever enjoy’

By Nick Antonaccio

Here it is: The Most Expensive Wine in the World

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

Fuel Oil • HVAC • Service • Propane • Diesel
We Make Warm and Now “Cool” Friends Too! 

www.SclafaniEnergy.com • 1 (845) 628-1330

Budget accounts, Automatic or call us for 
next day delivery at C.O.D.pricing! Place an Order online 

www.SclafaniEnergy.com

Full Service, 24 HR 
Emergency 

Heating Assistance! 
Installs, repairs and upgrades! 

Over 30 years, licensed, 
insured and bonded! 

We are #1 because our 
customers come fi rst! 

Senior Discounts!

Serving Northern Westchester, Southern Dutchess & Putnam Counties! 

Call Us for A/C Installation
& Service, Generators and

Your Propane Needs!

Armonk Chamber of Commerce Announces Summer Music Events

Thursday July 15th  
Tramps Like Us

Saturday July 31st   
Ladies and Gentlemen

Thursday August 12th   
The Mighty Spectrum
Saturday August 28th  

Connecticut Transit Authority
Sunday Sept 19th 
Group Therapy

Visit armonkchamberofcommerce.com for an up-to-date list of performers, times and details.

Summer  
Concert Series 

at the Gazebo

Wampus Brook Park... 
Bring the entire family!

6:00–8:00pm 

Co-Sponsored by Fortina

Armonk Square...  
Bring the entire family!

6:00–8:00pm
Thursday July 22nd 
Vinyl Countdown
Thursday Aug 5th  
School of Rock

Thursday Aug 19th  
Trillium

Thursday Aug 26th (New date)  
Sarah Browne

Thursday Sept 2nd 
Grandpa Moses Summer Concerts in Wampus Brook Park

co-sponsored by Armonk Chamber  
of Commerce and North Castle Parks  

and Recreation
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ClassifiedsEXAMINER MEDIA
Classifi ed Ad Deadline 

is Thursdays at 5pm for the 
next week’s publication

To Place a Classifi ed Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 or e-mail 

classifi eds@theexaminernews.com

ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES

MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, 
instruments, coins, watches, gold, comics, 
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL 
AARON AT 914-235-0302

AUTO DONATIONS

Drive Out Breast Cancer: Donate a car 
today! The benefits of donating your car or 
boat: Fast Free Pickup - 24hr Response Tax 
Deduction - Easy To Do! Call 24/7: 855-
905-4755

BUYING/SELLING

Buying diamonds, gold, silver, all fine 
jewelry and watches, coins, paintings, 

better furs, complete estates. We simply pay 
more! Call Barry 914-260-8783 or e-mail 
Americabuying@aol.com

**COMIC BOOKS WANTED! TOP 
PRICES PAID!** 30 years experience. 
Reliable and honest! Call or Text:  917-
699-2496, or e-mail: smileLP@aol.com.  
Thanks.

EDUCATION / CAREER TRAINING

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING 
PROGRAM! Train ONLINE to get the 
skills to become a Computer & Help Desk 
Professional now! Grants and Scholarships 
available for certain programs for qualified 
applicants. Call CTI for details! (844) 947-
0192 (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

TRAIN AT HOME TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING! Become a Medical Office 
Professional online at CTI! Get Trained, 
Certified & ready to work in months! Call 
855-543-6440. (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

GOLD / SILVER WANTED

HIGHEST PRICE$ PAID - Visit 
West- chester’s Top Buyer for Gold, Silver, 
Diamonds, Coins & Currency, Watches, 
Jewelry. Licensed, Professional, No 
Appointment Necessary. Tuesdays-
Saturdays 10am-6pm, Mt. Kisco Gold & 
Silver, 139E Main Street. 914-244-9500

HEALTH

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for $99. 100 
pills for $150. FREE shipping. Money back 
guaranteed! 1-855-579-8907

HELP WANTED

Wanted: Instructions for basic computer 
and/or cell phone usage - in our home, in 
Yonkers. $15.00 per hour. Please call Betty 
or Liz: (914) 337-0931. Thank you.

$18.50 NYC, $17 L.I. up to $13.50 
Upstate NY! If you need care from your 
relative, friend/ neighbor and you have 
Medicaid, they may be eligible to start taking 
care of you as personal assistant under NYS 
Medicaid CDPA Program. No Certificates 
needed. 347-713-3553

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Never Pay For Covered Home Repairs 
Again! Complete Care Home Warranty 

070621

continued on next page

One touch of a button 
sends help fast, 24/7.

alone
I’m never

Life Alert® is always 
here for me.

I’ve fallen and I can’t get up!

®

Help at Home

sends help fast, 24/7.
with GPS!

Help On-the-Go

For a FREE brochure call: 

1-800-404-9776

Saving a Life EVERY 11 MINUTES

Batteries Never Need Charging.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

877-516-1160

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time O� er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions. 

Visit Our Display Center at 747 Pierce Road, Clifton Park, NY, 12065
Same Day  Installation• Sales  • Rentals  • Service  • Buybacks

New and Reconditioned Lifts
Locally Owned & Operated

Regain Your Independence!
$ 200 OFF

the purchase of 

any sta
irlift

Promo Code: 285Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.
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EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Off er valid at time of estimate only  2The leading consumer reporting 
agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” 
CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  
License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# 
H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registra-
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By Brian Kluepfel  

Author Anne Lamott wrote a 
book several years ago called “Bird 
by Bird,” which was about both the 
writing process and life itself. 

It began with the story of her panic-
stricken younger brother freaking out 
over a pending book report on birds. 
Lamott encouraged him to do it “bird 
by bird.” In other words, you can only 
complete one piece of a puzzle at a 
time.  

I am often reminded, too, of the 
1976 Johnny Cash novelty hit “One 
Piece at a Time,” wherein the singer goes to work in 
a Cadillac factory. Year by year, he steals in dribs and 
drabs all the components of a Cadillac. When he tries 
to put them together in the last verse, the result is 
predictably comic.  

These stories and songs relate to many of 
my birding experiences with friends, where one 
memorable sighting often became the focus of the 
day.  

I recall a trek through the Sacramento National 
Wildlife Refuge in northern California with my friend 
Ed, “stalking,” as he put it, a great blue heron. Similarly, 
one afternoon at Cesar Chavez Park, a reclaimed 
dump across from the Golden Gate, we watched in 
awe as a cormorant struggled mightily for several 
minutes to swallow a fish. (It finally succeeded.) 

At the same park, I discovered, and 
later took friends to see, burrowing 
owls, which lived among the rip-rap 
and abandoned gopher holes of the 
reclaimed parkland.  

On the eastern seaboard, I have 
sat with my wife at the Mariandale 
Center on the Hudson, nothing going 
on, when seemingly out of nowhere 
an osprey appears with a struggling 
fish in its talons. At the same site, 
on another day when nothing out of 
the ordinary seemed to be happening, 
we spied a great horned owl high in a 
pine tree.  

Just this week, on a very hot day at the Kensico 
Dam, a clever white-breasted nuthatch appeared in 
front of us, navigating the trees in reverse as only this 
species does, making its unique “beep” as it patrolled 
for insects.  

Early this spring, we visited the 
Weir Farm National Historic Park in 
Ridgefield, Conn. (well worth a visit, 
just for the trails). After investigating 
a familiar and repetitive drumming, 
we finally spotted the culprit, an outstanding pileated 
woodpecker, king of the woods, and an absolute 
favorite in this house.  

One day, walking the North County Trail near 
Briarcliff Manor, my sister and I spied an oriole flying 
in and out of the shrubbery. It was the only bird I recall 

seeing that day, but how could you forget an oriole?  
As a teen, my father spent an entire family outing 

on Sanibel Island, Fla. pointing out the anhinga, 
perched and sunning its wings in a now-familiar 
fashion. (Familiar because we saw it about 100 times 
on that trip.) 

Further afield, friends and guides have taken me 
on special excursions to see Andean cock-of-the-rock 
in Ecuador, something I won’t forget, despite the 
hangover, an incredible jabiru stork in the marshy 
llanos of Venezuela and a bee hummingbird in a 
backyard somewhere in the Cuban countryside.  

I don’t keep a life list of birds, but I do hold special 
memories of certain species seen with good friends 
or amazing guides. It is the company of good people, 
along with the wonder of nature, that produce these 
magical moments.  

When you’re out and about, and not seeing any 
birds, focus on the next one you see. It might be the 

only one of the day, so make your own 
magical moment around it. 

Remember, we can only go bird by 
bird, or as the man sang, one bird at 
a time.  

Brian Kluepfel writes for the Lonely 
Planet travel guide series and is a proud member of Saw 
Mill River Audubon (SMRA). He encourages you to get 
involved in local birding with SMRA, and when you 
travel, to support community and eco-tourism whenever 
you can. Find him at www.birdmanwalking.com.

Bird By Bird, or, One Bird at a Time  

 

Connecting People & Nature Since 1953 
 

Zoom Bird Chat 2nd and 4th Tuesdays, 7:00 pm, 
Learn where local birders are birding & what they are seeing 

and share your bird observations or questions 
 

Small Group Guided Bird Walks  
by advance registration only & for max of 16 people 

 

Check out an Adventure! Local Library Explorer Bags 
Contain two pairs binoculars, bird & tree ID cards, 

and ideas and tools for adults & children to explore nature 
 

Native Plant Demo Gardens 
At Pruyn Sanctuary in Millwood. Visit our website for more info. 

 

Visit www.sawmillriveraudubon.org  
for more info and free registration for above events,  

for no contact bird seed purchases, and for SMRA sanctuary maps. 
SMRA sanctuary maps are available free on Avenza map app. 

 

 

 
BEECHER FLOOKS FUNERAL HOME, INC. 

        

Personally Owned and Supervised By 

              William F  Flooks, Jr.    & William J  Flooks                 
                         Proprietor              Licensed Funeral Director                             

Caring for our community since 1928 
Personal and Complete Funeral Service 

418 Bedford Road…Pleasantville, NY 10570…769-0001 

www.beecherflooksfh.com
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“The place to turn in your time of need!”

For The 
Birds
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ClassifiedsEXAMINER MEDIA
Classified Ad Deadline 

is Thursdays at 5pm for the 
next week’s publication

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 or e-mail 

classifieds@theexaminernews.com

COVERS ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND 
APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK FREE. 
$200.00 OFF + 2 FREE Months! 866-440-
6501

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today.   15% off and 0% 
financing for those who qualify. PLUS Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-877-763-2379

The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus 
battery storage system. SAVE money, 
reduce your reliance on the grid, prepare 
for power outages and power your home. 
Full installation services available. $0 Down 
Financing Option. Request a FREE, no 
obligation, quote today. Call 888-871-0194

MISCELLANEOUS

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year Price 
Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 190 channels 
and 3 months free premium movie channels! 
Free next day installation! Call 888-508-
5313

TV INTERNET PHONE

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
Installation, Smart HD DVR Included, Free 
Voice Remote. Some restrictions apply. 
Promo Expires 7/21/21. 1-888-609-9405

VACATION RENTALS

OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best 
selection of full/partial week rentals. FREE 
Color Brochure. Holiday Real Estate, Inc: 

1-800-638-2102 Online reservations: www.
holidayoc.com. $75 discount - new rentals. 

Code: “ToTheOcean2021” (Expires 08-01-
2021)

070621

continued from previous page

800-736-9629
NYImprovementFund.com
PROGRAMS AVAILABLE RIGHT NOW FOR NEW YORK RESIDENTS

Rooong | Windows | Siding | Insulation | Walk-In Tubs

When you need a
new roof, windows
or doors and need

help paying for
them, call us.

from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.

Call to get your FREE Information Kit

  1-855-225-1434
dental50plus.com/nypress

Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefits Rider. Product not available in all 
states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details 
about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for 
similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK;  
TN: P150TN); Rider kinds B438/B439 (GA: B439B). 
6255

DENTAL Insurance

Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs or 
financial information, call (213) 948-2000 or visit www.wheelsforwishes.org

Visit WheelsForWishes.org 
or call (877)-798-9474

Donate Your Car & Help 
Grant A Child’s Wish

Benefiting

Help Local Children And Get 
Free & Easy Towing

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

The Hudson Valley’s most innovative, 
vibrant place for thorough local reporting and 
opinion writing from our award-winning team 
of journalists.

Subscribe today at
theexaminernews.substack.com

Purchase a subscription to show your support 
for professionally-reported community news and 
local journalists. Also go to TheExaminerNews.
com to become a member of our website and 
receive access to all of our bonus content.

In-depth journalismIn-depth journalism
from unique voices.from unique voices.

Introducing TheIntroducing The
Examiner News on Substack.Examiner News on Substack.
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RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Yorktown Spartan SS Matt Caroleo (inset) turns two as Putnam Valley Miner IF Roman Catalano does his best to break things up in Spartans’ 2-0 win over visiting Miners in division one 11U Greater Hudson 
Valley Baseball League action last Sunday at Granite Knolls Parks where the Miners would win the second game of the double header, 11-4... see Focus on GHVBL

Yorktown Spar tans,  Put Valley MinersYorktown Spar tans,  Put Valley Miners
Split  Pair in 11U GHVBL Rivalr y SeriesSplit  Pair in 11U GHVBL Rivalr y Series

Going to 
the Matt!the Matt!

Examiner

Going to Going to 
SportsSports
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Sports

Northern Westchester Thunder’s Scott Brauning cracks bomb in 11-1 win over Lewisboro in 9U GHVBL 
action Saturday.

Yorktown Spartans confer for strategic moment in 2-0 win over visiting Putnam Valley Miners in 11U 
GHVBL D-I action Sunday.

Putnam Valley 1B Nick Delfico makes put-out on Yorktown’s Christopher Lanza in Miners’ 2-0 loss to 
Spartans in Sunday’s GHVBL 11U action.

Spartan 1B Frankie Ofrias makes last put-out in 2-0 win over 11U PV Miners Sunday at Granite Knolls 
Park.

FOCUS ON GHVBL
Baseball Notebook

Yorktown, Put Valley Split Pair in 11U Action
Spartans Win 2-0, then Fall 11-4 to Miners

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS
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Putnam Valley Miner Chris Constantino swipes 2B as Yorktown Spartan Matt Caroleo takes late throw 
in PV’s 2-0 loss to Spartans Sunday.

Putnam Valley P Logan Moriarty fires pitch in 2-0 hard-luck loss to host Yorktown Spartans Sunday.

PVPR Hoops Camp 
Huge Success

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

More than 40 youths from Putnam Valley and Mahopac (grades 3-8) honed their skills and 
took their hoops game to the next level at the Putnam Valley Parks & Recreation Department-
sponsored four-day basketball camp at PV High School under the watchful eye of assistant 
varsity Coach J.D. Apolistoco.

Yorktown Spartan Frankie Ofrias drive home game-winning run 
with RBI single in 2-0 GHVBL 11U win over Putnam Valley Sunday.

Putnam Valley Miner IF Roman Catalano tries to break up double 
play turn by Yorktown Spartan SS Matt Caroleo in Miners’ 2-0 loss 
to Spartans Sunday.

Yorktown Spartan Jayden Nunez gets first bump from Christopher 
Lanza after scoring run in 2-0 win over Putnam Valley in 11U 
GHVBL action Sunday.

Yorktown Spartans hurler Christian Maratos (10 K’s over 6IP) was close to unhittable in 2-0 win over 
Putnam Valley Miners in 11U GHVBL action Sunday.



Sports

FOCUS ON RENEGADES/HIGH A BASEBALL
Cyclones Can’t Energize as 

Renegades put Hammer Down
Hudson Valley Takes 4 of 5 from 

Brooklyn in High A MLB Action

ROB DIANTONIO PHOTOS

Baseball Notebook

Renegades Drop Series Finale, 
Take 4 of 5 from Cyclones
By Spencer Pierce

The Renegades weren’t able to end their series 
with the Brooklyn Cyclones on a high note, as 
they fell to the Mets’ affiliate Sunday, 10-3.
The Gades have won 13 out of 18 from Brooklyn. 
The Renegades will travel to Wilmington Monday 
and will return for a home series against the Blue 
Rocks on July 27th.

Per the State of New York, the Renegades are 
now open at 100% capacity. Tickets continue to 
be a tremendous value starting as low as $6. Visit 
HVRenegades.com for ticket information and so 
much more.
Follow the Renegades on Social Media and listen 
to the “Renegades Weekly” Podcast wherever 
you get your podcasts.

Cyclones shortstop Ronny Mauricio, a top Met 
prospect, makes the throw to first after making 
a diving stop in Brooklyn’s loss to the Renegades 
Friday night.

Hudson Valley 3B James Nelson throws to first in 
the team’s 6-4 win over the Brooklyn Cyclones 
on Friday.

Renegades first baseman Chad Bell fields a ground ball in HV’s 6-4 win over the Cyclones on Friday 
evening at Dutchess Stadium. Cyclones catcher Francisco Alvarez, who played in Sunday’s Futures Games in Colorado, rips the ball in 

Friday night’s loss to the HV Renegades.

Renegades catcher Anthony Seigler plays the air guitar after belting a double against the Cyclones, 
who dropped 4 of 5 games to the Renegades last week.

Renegades pitcher Jhony Brito struck out seven 
over seven innings in Hudson Valley’s 6-4 win 
over the Brooklyn Cyclones on Friday night at 
Dutchess Stadium.

Brett Baty, a big-time third base prospect for the 
Mets, was promoted to Double A-Binghamton 
after the Cyclones’ 6-4 loss to the Hudson Valley 
Renegades on Friday.
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By Ray Gallagher  
Examiner Sports Editor @Directrays 

The Cortlandt American Little League 
baseball program has long been the model 
guide to local baseball success. At a time 
when travel teams -- spring, summer and 
fall -- have taken over most communities, 
Cortlandt American continues to provide 
a top-notch, in-town venture for little 
leaguers within its district.

The outcome, year after year, has seen 
the program produce scores of legendary 
players like Shawn Tarkington and 
Mike Anderson and multiple District 33 
championships, including last Wednesday’s 
11-1 win over visiting Ossining for the 12U 
championship (46-60).

It helps to have great coaching in place, 
which CALL often has, including 2021 
Manager Lou Vernagallo, who played the 
game at a very high collegiate level (LIU) 
before playing professionally in West 
Virginia in the Frontier League. Flanked by 
assistants Jon Clyman and Mike Silvestri, 
the CALL-stars went 3-0 and advanced 
to the NYS Little League Sectional round 
and will begin play against a yet to be 
determined opponent on July 15 in Stony 
Point, NY.

Going into the District 33 title game, 
CALL only needed to win last Wednesday’s 
game to become D33 champs as it was 2-0 
going into the game and Ossining came out 
of the losers bracket and needed to win 
twice.

It was a pitching rematch of District 
Game 1 with Louie Vernagallo of CALL 
facing Ossining ace Owen Brennan. 
Vernagallo had already shut down Ossining 
in game one on June 26th, pitching 4 1/3 
brilliant innings (0 ER, 3 H, 0 BB and 12 
whiffs). CALL won that game 3-2 playing 
short handed with only players and missing 
stars Thomas Imperati, Matt Clyman and 
Max Selinger.

“We needed a team effort without those 
guys in the lineup that night and that’s what 
we got from one through nine, whoever we 
call upon delivered,” Coach V said.

CALL got off to the fast start in the title 
tilt, going up 2-0 in the first on a groundout 
RBI by Vinny Lugo, which scored Max 
Selinger and a single by Clyman, which 
plated Imperati.

In the 3rd, CALL jumped out to a 3-0 
lead when Vernagallo got drilled on his 
helmet by a 60 mph Brennan fastball, which 
allowed Lugo to score. In the top of the 
4th, CALL opened it up on a Lugo single 
to CF, which scored Selinger and a three-
run HR to dead center by Clyman scoring 
Lugo and Imperati for a 7-0 lead. In the 
5th, a Selinger single to CF scored Chris 
Silvestri making it 8-0. CALL blew the 
game open in the 6th on an opposite field 
RBI double by Vernagallo (Clyman scored), 
a John Valentino single (Vernagallo scored), 
a Silvestri Sac Fly (Valentino scored) and 
finally a monster three-run dinger to dead 
left by Imperati (Jayden Randolph, Selinger 
& Imperati scored).

Vernagallo went 4-1/3rd again giving up 
1ER, 4H, 1BB and 7K’s. Alex DiLorenzo 
and Clyman provided 1-2/3rds innings of 
masterful relief to close out the game.

Mahopac 15U Crowned 
Boys at Beach Champs

Members of the Mahopac Indians 15U travel baseball program pose at the Sports 
at the Beach Tournament in Georgetown, Delaware after winning top honors 
last Sunday. Members include: Top row L-R Coach Jim Castrataro, Owen Ryan, 
Tyler Castrataro, Quentin Bally, Kevin Dwyer, Casey Brandstetter, Nevan Nystrom, 
Coach Reid Nystrom; bottom row L-R:  Phil Scuderi, Joey DeFeo, Joe Luczkowski, 
Chris Sapienza, Coach Dan Brandstetter

Cortlandt American Cops Another District 33 12U Title

The entire CALL roster is comprised of Lakeland Copper Beech Middle School students, including District 33 banner includes: Vincent Lugo, Thomas Imperati, 
Nicholas Gilleo, Max Selinger, Matt Clyman, Louie Vernagallo, John Valentino, Jayden Randolph, Chris Silvestri, Brady Luft, Alex DiLorenzo & Aiden Plouffe 
(Jake and Frank Medico are also on roster).

Cortlandt American’s Matthew Clyman and 
Thomas Imperati celebrate CALL-Stars’ District 
33 12U title win over Ossining last Wednesday.
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Ever since their respective heydays at Fox Lane High and Lakeland High School, former Section 1 standouts --  Louisville C Henry Davis and Fordham P Matt Mikulski -- showed the kind of promise that had 
scouts knocking down their doors at an early age, and both were rewarded for years of dedication in last Sunday’s Major League Baseball Draft where the strong-armed Davis, a former 2018 first team All-NYS 
Fox, went No.1 overall to the Pittsburgh Pirates after a sophomore year in which he .370 with 15 home runs and 10 stolen bases in leading the Cardinals to a berth in the NCAA College World Series.
Mikulski, a 2017 former second team All-NYS Hornet, went 49 picks later in the second round to the San Francisco Giants after recently garnering 2nd team All-American honors at Fordham after finishing 
senior year with a perfect 9-0 record to go with a 1.45 ERA and 124 strikeouts in 68.1 innings pitched, leading to his being named both a Golden Spikes semifinalist and the Atlantic 10 Pitcher of the Year.
by Ray Gallagher

Fox Lane’s Davis No.1 Pick in MLB Draft to Pittsburgh, Fox Lane’s Davis No.1 Pick in MLB Draft to Pittsburgh, 
Lakeland’s Mikulski Follows at No.50 to San FranLakeland’s Mikulski Follows at No.50 to San Fran

Hometown Heroes Go Pro!Hometown Heroes Go Pro!
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SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

In-depth journalismIn-depth journalism
from unique voices.from unique voices.

Introducing TheIntroducing The
Examiner News on SubstackExaminer News on Substack
The Hudson Valley’s most innovative, 
vibrant place for thorough local reporting and 
opinion writing from our award-winning team of 
journalists. Deep dives into an array of issues from 
a local perspective: food, mental health, climate 
change, diversity, LGBTQ+, politics, events, social 
media, religion, millennials, sports, much more.

Subscribe today at
theexaminernews.substack.com
Purchase a subscription to show your support for profession-
ally-reported community news and local journalists. Also 
go to TheExaminerNews.com to become a member of our
website and receive access to all of our bonus content.
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