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Brewster Police Officer Charged in Sex Trafficking Scheme

By Rick Pezzullo

A Village of Brewster police officer was
among six individuals indicted in federal
court in Brooklyn last week in connection
with a sex trafficking and bribery scheme.

Wayne Peiffer, 48, was arrested at his
home in Highland and charged as part of a
14-count indictment that included conspiracy
to transport minors and the transportation
of minors, sex trafficking, conspiracy to
commit Hobbs Act extortion, promotion of
prostitution, and use of interstate facilities
to commit bribery.

According to Breon Peace, United States
Attorney for the Eastern District of New
York, for more than eight years Peiffer, a
Brewster cop since 2006, allegedly directed
members of the Cid-Hernandez Sex
Trafficking Organization and the Godinez

Prostitution Business to deliver women
to him, including at the Brewster police
station, so that he could engage in sexual
activity with the women at no cost.

In exchange, Peiffer provided the Cid-
Hernandez Sex Trafficking Organization
and the Godinez Prostitution Business
protection from arrest, including by advanced
warning of law enforcement operations and
intervening to prevent arrest.

Since approximately May 2002, Peace
stated members of the Queens-based Cid-
Hernandez Sex Trafficking Organization
allegedly engaged in the sex trafficking
of young women and minor girls and the
promotion of prostitution. The Godinez
Prostitution Business also regularly caused
women to be transported from a location
in Queens to various locations, including
Brewster, for the purpose of engaging in

New Citizens Take
Oath in Putnam

Putnam County Clerk Michael C. Bartolotti hosted a Naturalization
Ceremony on Dec. 8 at the Putnam County Historic Courthouse in
Carmel where he administered the Oath of Allegiance to 29 new
citizens from 17 countries. The Honorable Joseph Spofford served as
the officiating Putnam County Judge.

prostitution.

“As alleged, the defendants conspired
to lure young women and minor girls to
travel to the United States based on false
promises of a better life and forced them
into prostitution once they arrived,” Peace
stated. “The defendants allegedly received
assistance in carrying out this conspiracy
from a corrupt police officer who traded the
honor of his badge and sworn oath for free
sexual services.”

“Our arrest of a police officer isn’t the
most egregious facet of this investigation.
We allege Mr. Peiffer had sex with the
girls being trafficked as payment for his
protection of the traffickers,” stated FBI
Assistant Director-in-Charge Michael J.
Driscoll. “The oath law enforcement officers
take affirms they will serve and protect law
abiding citizens and vulnerable members of
the community, not aid and abet criminals

who are abusing young girls and forcing
them to have sex against their will.”

Peace said the Putnam County Sheriff’s
Department, Putnam County District
Attorney’s Office and Westchester Putnam
County Real Time Crime Center provided
invaluable assistance with the case.

“As alleged, the individuals named in the
indictment were part of an elaborate network
of conspirators that used deception and
coercion to sell dreams of a better life in the
United States to young and impressionable
women, who arrived only to be forced into a
miserable life of torment, sexual abuse and
prostitution at the hands of their captors,”
stated Homeland Security Investigations
Acting Special Agent-in-Charge Ricky Patel.
“The criminal organization also allegedly
retained the services of a corrupt cop, who
betrayed the badge and the people that he

continued on page 2

Rise in COVID Cases Forces
Carmel High to Go Remote

By Rick Pezzullo

A recent uptick in positive COVID-19
cases has forced Carmel High School to
switch to remote learning for the rest of this
year.

Remote learning began Friday and will
continue through December 23. District
officials are planning to bring high school
students back into the classroom on Monday,
Jan. 3 after the holiday break.

“Over the last week, Carmel High School
has seen a sizeable increase in the number
of COVID-19 cases in our local community
and subsequently among students and staff
at Carmel High School,” Superintendent of
Schools Mary-Margaret Zehr and Carmel
High School Principal Lauren Santabarbara
stated in a joint letter to parents and
students.

“We have been working diligently with
the Putnam County Department of Health to
complete contact tracing and directly contact
all individuals who may be impacted by these
positive cases,” they continued. “We have

worked hard to do all that we can to keep our
schools open and safe for our students and
staff. However, increases in positive cases
among students and staff, close contact
quarantines, and staffing shortages have
become a challenge at Carmel High School
this week.”

Reportedly, between Dec. 2 and Dec. 15,
81 individuals in the district have tested
positive for COVID-19---57 in the last
week. Since September, there have been
167 positive cases. Of those, 54 were high
school students, along with two teachers
and two staff personnel.

“We recognize that time in the classroom
is important for student learning, but the
safety of our students, staff and community
is also a top priority,” Zehr and Santabarbara
stated. “Our teachers and staff will continue
to work hard to ensure that the remote
learning environment will still provide
our high school students with the quality
education you expect from our district.”

Zehr and Santabarbara stated no other
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Health Dept. to Hold Clinics for COVID-19 Vaccines for Adults, Kids

By Rick Pezzullo

. 4 ?

The Putnam County Health Department
will be offering Pfizer and Moderna vaccines
for adults and children at two clinics
scheduled on Tuesday, Dec. 28.

Children five to 11 years of age are eligible
for either a first or second dose of the Pfizer
vaccine. Adults are eligible to receive first
doses, second doses and boosters of both the
Moderna and Pfizer vaccines.

One clinic will take place in Carmel Plaza
at the former Dressbarn location, from 1
to 3:30 pm. A second clinic will be at the
Philipstown Recreation Center from 1 to
3:30 p.m., located on Route 9D in Garrison.
R

Second doses and boosters will be given
provided that the proper amount of time has
passed for them. Second doses follow three
to four weeks after the initial dose, depending
which initial vaccine was received. Boosters
for adults can be given if six months has
passed since the second dose was received,
or two months after a single-dose vaccine,

Rise in COVID Cases Forces
Carmel High to Go Remote

by livestreams.

“We ask our entire district community to
remain vigilant, self-quarantine if exposed,
and consult a medical professional for advice
when needed,” the administrators stated.
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continued from page 1

school building was experiencing the same
level of COVID-19 cases as the high school.
All athletics will continue in person, but
spectators were urged to watch the games
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such as the Johnson & Johnson. Individuals
who received the “J&]J” shot initially, may
receive either Moderna or Pfizer boosters,
since the Johnson and Johnson vaccine will
not be available at these clinics.

To be eligible for a Moderna booster, an
individual must be 18 years and older. Pfizer
boosters can be given to those 16 years of
age and older. If an individual 16 or 17 years
old received two doses of Pfizer more than
six months ago, a Pfizer booster is the only
option. Those 18 years of age and older can
switch vaccines manufacturers if desired.

When registration opens, the online
information and registration links will be
posted at:  www.putnamcountyny.com/
health/covid19/#vaxinfo

COVID vaccines are also given at
Health Department regularly scheduled
immunization clinics. For  further
information or to schedule an appointment,
call the Health Department at 845-808-1390.
More COVID vaccine clinics are planned in
January.

Traffic Detour Reinstituted
at Sodom Road Bridge

The traffic detour at Sodom Road Bridge
will be reinstituted for about three weeks as
NYSEG reroutes the gas line that feeds the
Village of Brewster.

In accordance with its NYC DEP permits,
NYSEG must decommission the gas line that
spans the East Branch of the Croton River
and reattach the line to the bridge, where it
had been before construction started.

“It’s unfortunate that NYSEG couldn’t
get its portion of the work done on schedule
and that drivers will be inconvenienced,”
said County Executive MaryEllen Odell.
“NYSEG's gas line, however, is essential to

residents and it’s best that the work is
done safely and completely now.”

The gas line reattachment was originally

supposed to be accomplished in accordance
with the county contractor’s schedule and
finished by mid-November. When NYSEG
couldn’t make the deadline, it delayed the
project until January.

Rather than further inconvenience local
drivers who were detoured onto 1-684 and
Route 22 while the bridge was closed, the
county Highway Department reopened the
bridge last month as soon as its work was
complete. NYSEG notified the Highway
Department that it had changed its schedule
again and would begin work in the week of
December 6. NYSEG now plans to have the
permanent gas main relocated and the road
reopened by December 23.

Brewster Police Officer Charged
in Sex Trafficking Scheme

continued from page 1

swore to protect by being complicit in these
deplorable acts and accepting payments
in sexual favors. This case involved true
collaboration between federal, state and
local law enforcement partners to bring the

hierarchy of this trafficking organization to
justice.”

Peiffer and four of the other defendants,
who all reside in Queens, were arraigned
before United States Magistrate Judge James
R. Cho. One defendant remains a fugitive.
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Jenkins, White Plains’ Roach Test Positive as COVID Cases Skyrocket

By Martin Wilbur

Westchester’s Deputy County Executive
Ken Jenkins and White Plains Mayor Tom
Roach tested positive for COVID-19 within
three days of each other as the explosion of
active cases likely fueled by the Omicron
variant accelerates.

Jenkins, who said he was told of his
positive last Thursday, and Roach, whose
office issued a statement on Monday after
the mayor received his test result Sunday
night, are isolating at home with mild
symptoms.

They join County Executive George
Latimer, who learned of his positive case
on Dec. 13, in isolation as the county and
at least one local government are taking
precautions to limit community spread.

Jenkins compared his symptoms to a
cold with a bit of a cough, some body chills
and aches but no fever. He said he was
fully vaccinated and boosted in October.
He is eligible to complete his isolation on
Dec. 26.

“Vaccinations are the means to reduce
the severe hospitalizations and fatalities,
and going through this particular process
right now, I feel fine,” Jenkins said.

The statement from Roach’s office
offered a similar scenario.

“The Mayor’s symptoms are mild, but
he is taking every precaution, including
isolating at home,” the statement read.
“Mayor Roach is thankful that he received
2 doses of vaccine plus a booster shot and
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cites this as the reason he is not suffering
more severely. He continues to carry out
the work of the Government from his
residence.”

An alarming spike to a 7.2 percent
positivity rate for Westchester on Saturday
was coupled with a jump to 7,468 active
cases, a more than 50 percent surge in
under a week. Putnam County had a 10
percent positivity rate on Saturday.

Latimer, speaking virtually from his
home in Rye on Monday as he continues
to isolate, said that the rapid increase
in cases is leading to long delays for
people who want to get tested. As a
result, Westchester has asked the state
to temporarily re-establish testing sites
at the County Center in White Plains and
Glen Island Park in New Rochelle.

A positive development is that
hospitalizations are under control. As
of Saturday, there were 134 COVID-19
patients being treated in Westchester
hospitals. Considering the rate of increase
in cases, it is a relatively low number,
Latimer said.

“Given the astoundingly high number of
infections, we’re hopeful that the number
of hospitalizations are as low as 134,”
Latimer said. “We might have thought that
they would be double that by now, so we're
cautiously optimistic.”

During last winter’s peak, when cases
peaked at more than 11,500 on Jan. 18,
there were more than 500 hospitalizations.

Other steps the county is taking is
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to distribute 500,000 masks from its
stockpile to local businesses, nonprofit
organizations and religious institutions,
sending 35,000 tests kits to some of the
public health facilities in economically
stressed areas, including the Mount
Vernon Health Center, the Greenburgh
Health Center, Open Door Family Medical
Centers and the Hudson River Health
Care Center in Peekskill.

Latimer said he has sensed that in
recent weeks residents are getting tired
and upset with the latest surge and the
precautions that are needed, thinking the
worst of the pandemic had been in the past.

“I am concerned by the agitation I see
out in the community, people who are now
almost two full years off normalcy, they
worry their kids won’t go to school, they
worry about not being with loved ones for
the holidays, they’re much more agitated,
much more anxious, looking for somebody
to blame, irritated,” Latimer said.

All Board of Legislators meetings and
those of their committees will return to
virtual only at least through Jan. 31.

On Monday, the Town of Yorktown
announced that its municipal office will be
closed to visitors. Anyone doing business
at Town Hall must call or e-mail staff
in advance. The John C. Hart Memorial
Library in Shrub Oak will return to porch
pickup service only.

There will also be a resumption to
online-only public meetings starting
Tuesday evening. The situation will be re-
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White Plains Mayor Tom Roach revealed Monday
that he learned he tested positive for COVID-19
over the weekend.

evaluated during the first week in January.

“These actions are common-sense
responses designed to protect the
health and safety of the public and our
employees,” said Supervisor Matt Slater.
“I ask everyone doing business with our
Town to have patience and understanding.
We are still open for business by phone and
email.”

The Town of Ossining has also returned
to virtual board meetings in recent weeks.
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Gubernatorial Hopeful Slams Mask Mandate But Reactlon is Varied

By Martin Wilbur

The presumed Republican frontrunner
for the party’s nomination in the 2022
gubernatorial race slammed Gov. Kathy
Hochul’s mask mandate last week, warning
that it jeopardizes myriad business owners
and infringes on personal freedom.

Long Island Congressman Lee Zeldin
visited Jefferson Valley in Yorktown last
Thursday with several local officials and
merchants, charging that “the government is
forcing you to turn (customers) away” even
though many small businesses either failed or
have barely survived the pandemic.

He chided Hochul for having run out of
ideas, with her decision-making consisting of
mandates, threats, fines and firings.

“We need people in government to be
sensitive to what they need in order to survive
because our small businesses are the engine,
the backbone of the economy, the heart and
soul of our community,” Zeldin said while
accompanied by Assemblyman Kevin Byrne
(R-Mahopac) and Yorktown Supervisor Matt
Slater on Hill Boulevard in front of Frankie &
Augie’Z Ristorante and Pizzeria.

Hochul put the mandate into effect Dec.
13 for all indoor public spaces as a fall surge
in COVID-19 has seen active caseloads
skyrocket throughout New York and hospitals
in some areas upstate fill up. On Saturday,
New York State broke its record for the most
new COVID-19 cases in one day since the
start of the pandemic- 22,478, according to
its daily online tracker.

Her directive allows businesses and

venues to opt for proof of vaccination to enter
the premises rather than masks but not both.
Violators could be fined up to $1,000. The
governor said she would reassess the matter
on Jan. 15.

Zeldin said Yorktown 1is vulnerable
because it is one of the communities that
borders Putnam County, which is ignoring
the governor. Last Monday, Putnam County
Executive MaryEllen Odell said police and
health officials will not be enforcing the
mandate.

“In my conversations with some of the
business owners who are here is that there
are people who are going to be taking their
business to Putnam; they’re not going to be
bringing their business here because of this
mandate, which is causing even more pain
and entirely unnecessary,” Zeldin said. “What
we need is leadership to be consistent, but
not consistently inconsistent, which leaves a
whole lot of people wondering what hammer
is next.”

Byrne said merchants don’t want to be
harassing customers to put on a mask or
display their vaccine passport or other
personal information. He said store owners
in Yorktown and other communities are going
to be at a competitive disadvantage as well as
placing business owners and their employees
in a difficult position.

“It is going to be even harder for them
to do their job when customers are upset
because they feel that they are forced to ask
(customers) for a vaccine passport or force
them to wear a mask,” Byrne said. “It’s unfair
for counties to be competing on a different
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playing field.”

Slater said he supports what Massachusetts
has done, which is to leave the decision to
each municipality to determine what is best
for their community.

A spokesperson for Hochul said that in
remarks made by the governor last week, 73
percent of the state’s population is governed
by leaders who say they support the mandate.
However, it’s also meant to highlight for the
public the urgency of the matter and that
personal responsibility is crucial as well for
there to be compliance.

“That is a pretty large number of individuals
represented by people doing the right thing,”

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO

Congressman Lee Zeldin, at lectern, a Republican frontrunner for next year's governor’s race, criticized
Gov. Kathy Hochul's mask mandate in a visit to Yorktown last Thursday.

Hochul said during a briefing last week. “I
encouraged the counties to do this, but it’s
also, this is also up to individuals. Individuals
are asked to follow regulations and in general
follow laws, and that is what we’re continuing
to do here. There’s nothing extraordinary
about this.”

State Sen. Peter Harckham (D-Lewisboro)
said he agrees that store owners are put in
a difficult position, but for elected officials
to publicly oppose the mandate fail is
counterproductive.

“In times of crisis, leaders are supposed to
be inspiring folks to do the right thing for each

continued on page 6
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Gubernatorial Hopeful Slams Mask Mandate But Reaction is Varied

continued from page 5

other, and if we want to keep our businesses
strong and if we want to keep our kids in
school, wearing a piece of cloth on your face
is what the medical experts say will help keep
the population healthy,” Harckham said. “For
elected officials to be feeding into the anger
and the negativity, I believe is the wrong
approach.”

A random sampling of business owners ran
the gamut, from those who are opposed to
the governor’s measure to others who have
imposed their own mask mandate since the
start of the pandemic in March 2020.

Rich Donovan, president of All Seasons
Wine & Spirits in Yorktown Heights, said last
week that he lost customers. When told they
need a mask, they walked out and said they
would shop elsewhere. He said it is wrong to
pit citizen versus citizen.

“Within one hour I had several customers
turn around and walk away (and say) ‘I'll take
my business to Putnam seven minutes up the
road,” Donovan said.

Other business owners in areas farther
away had less of an issue, but not completely
without incidents. Mimi Wieland-Tesfaye,
owner of Mimi’s Café in Mount Kisco, said
most customers have generally complied
when asked to put on a mask.

However, different standards based on the
type of business has been confusing for some
patrons. Wieland-Tesfaye said that some
people wonder that why if they’re vaccinated
and boosted must they still wear a mask when
they enter or leave the premises or approach
the counter. Then they see others who are
sitting with a beverage who don’t have masks
on, even when talking to someone else.

“I just want to be serving coffee, not telling

STOP-DWI Engagement Campaign to Run

Putnam County Sheriff Robert L. Langley
Jr., Carmel Police Chief Anthony Hoffmann
and Kent Police Chief Kevin Owens
announced last week that Putnam County
police agencies and STOP-DWI coordinators
are participating in special efforts to bring
awareness to the dangers of impaired
driving.

During this holiday season while
celebrating with friends and family and
looking forward to the blessings of a new
year, a combined law enforcement effort to
bring awareness to the dangers of impaired

driving prevent injuries and save lives across
New York State, and STOP-DWI programs
will be participating in special engagement
efforts.

The statewide STOP-DWI High Visibility
Engagement Campaign started last Friday
and will end on Jan.1.

The campaign is one of many statewide
initiatives promoted by STOP-DWI NY and
the Governor’s Traffic Safety Committee.
The campaign also targets Memorial
Day, July 4th, Labor Day/End of Summer,
Halloween, Thanksgiving, Super Bowl

people what to do,” Wieland-Tesfaye said.

Kevin Kane, vice president of the Saw Mill
Club in Mount Kisco, said fitness centers
have other challenges. Strenuous exercise
makes it unrealistic for many patrons to wear
masks, unlike shopping in Target or Wal Mart,
where it shouldn’t be difficult for a shopper to
wear one for a finite period of time.

With the recent mandate, Saw Mill
requires members to be vaccinated, he said.
Once proof of vaccination is presented, no
mask is required and the member is logged
into the system as vaccinated. Currently,
unvaccinated members aren’t allowed until
the regulation is rescinded.

Kane, a strong vaccine proponent, said
Saw Mill has willingly complied with every
mandate during the pandemic, but sometimes
leaders seem to forget the challenges.

“There’s an unappreciated part of

Through New Year’s

weekend and St. Patrick’s Day.

Highly visible, highly publicized efforts
like the STOP-DWI High Visibility
Engagement Campaign aim to reduce drunk
and impaired driving incidents.

You can help to make a difference by
having a Sober Plan. Download the mobile
app Have a Plan and you will always be able
to find a safe ride home at www.stopdwi.org/
mobileapp.

Impaired driving is completely
preventable. All it takes is a little planning.

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO

The sign on the door of the Lil Chocolate Shop in
Pleasantville requiring customers to wear a mask
to enter the store.

business, which I don’t think is recognized
by the medical community or the political
community,” Kane said.

Annette Colasuonno, owner of Lil
Chocolate Shop in Pleasantville, said she has
had her own mask mandate for her store since
the emergence of COVID-19. At 72 years
old, she doesn’t want to get sick, although
the overwhelming portion of visitors have
complied. However, there have been a few
difficult people.

“If someone comes in with an attitude,
they’re always going to have an attitude,”
Colasuonno said. “It doesn’t matter.”

u S
Your Complete Automotive Service GCenter
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Board of Legislators Chair Reflects on Four Years of Achievements

By Rick Pezzullo

Westchester County Board of Legislators
Chairman Ben Boykin reflected last week on
the achievements of the board over the last
four years in an end-of-term report.

Boykin (D-White Plains), who was re-
elected to a fifth two-year term representing
District 5 last month running unopposed, has
chaired the Democratic-dominated board since
2018.

“The last four years have been historic and
consequential for this board,” Boykin stated.
“As Westchester County elected officials, our
greatest responsibility is to work toward a
county that is improved in every way from the
one we inherit. When people look back on the
last four years, they will see that we have done
that, and more.”

“I took office with great hopes for what we
could achieve for the people of Westchester,
despite the significant challenges we faced
in terms of the county’s precarious financial
position at the time, and not knowing the
unprecedented difficulties that would arise
from the COVID-19 pandemic,” he continued.
“But the verdict is in — our revitalization of
the county’s finances over the past four years
has been a remarkable success, and the myth
that the only path to fiscal health is to deprive
residents of necessary services has been
debunked.”

Working with County Executive George
Latimer, Boykin said the budgets the board
have passed since 2018 have eliminated
one-shot revenues and borrowing to fund

Board of Legislators Chairman Ben Boykin

operations, cut the county’s tax levy three
years in a row and rebuilt the county’s reserve
funds to an expected $300 million from $65
million when Latimer took office.

“We have restored the county’s financial
health,” Boykin stated. “Smart fiscal planning
has made so much possible. With this
transformative turnaround, the evidence is
clear that with the right leadership and the right
values we can strengthen the social safety net,
invest in our infrastructure, and at the same
time make extraordinary improvements in the

county’s finances.”

In addition, Boykin said the board passed
historic legislation to support Westchester’s
working families; taken action to respond to
the climate crisis; preserved and improved
county parks and historic buildings; increased
affordable housing access for thousands of
seniors and working people; strengthened
county government ethics and transparency;
supported small businesses and consumers;
and embraced and protected Westchester’s
diversity.

“While I am extremely proud to have led the
board during these historic times, the board’s
achievements are not mine, they are the result
of the committed, focused and collaborative
work of all legislators during these last four

years, the outstanding work of the hoard’s
dedicated staff and the support and leadership
of our partner in county government, County
Executive George Latimer and his staff,”
Boykin stated.

“The opportunity to serve as board chair
during these last four years, when we both
celebrated the board’s 50th anniversary and
navigated the darkest days of the pandemic,
has been on of the greatest privileges and the
most formidable challenges of my career,”
he added. “It is a time and place I will never
forget, as we look ahead with hope for a return
to normalcy in our future.”

It is unclear who will be the Board of
Legislators’ chair for the next two years.

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

Visit TheExaminerNews.com ¢xaminer
to subscribe to our
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You'll receive the latest local
news delivered straight

to your inbox

Brewster-Carmel Garden
Club Seeks Gardens for
Spring Garden Tour
Our club is seeking fine gardens for

our showcase tour scheduled for
May of 2022. Each garden will be
open from 10am to 4pm. If you are
willing to share your fine garden
with the public for a worthy cause,
please contact the Brewster/Carmel
Garden Club Fine Garden Tour
Chair at bcgardentour@gmail.com.
Proceeds will benefit The Putnam
County Children’s Committee and
the clubs civic activities.

%/yww gﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ
%A@ %//Zdﬁfﬂﬁ/

Your first year in heaven.
We miss you dearly.

" Babe,
Big Mike,
Lisa,

Tony,
Michael

ECGONOMY

Fuel Oil

Propane

STRETCH YOUR DOLLAR

~same Day Deliveries
One stop shopping

914 739-5990

849 222-3384

William F Flooks, Jr.
Proprietor

BEECHER FLOOKS FUNERAL HOME, INC.

“The place to turn in your time of need!”

Personally Owned and Supervised By
& William J Flooks

Licensed Funeral Director

Caring for our community since 1928
Personal and Complete Funeral Service

418 Bedford Road...Pleasantville, NY 10570...769-0001

www.beecherflooksth.com




8

December 21 - December 27, 2021

Examiner Media

Editorial

Opposing Mask Mandate Makes No Sense as COVID-19 Rages Again

Republican gubernatorial candidate Lee
Zeldin, a congressman from the eastern
end of Long Island, arrived in Yorktown
last Thursday for the latest stop on his
campaign tour around the state.

But what had to have been one of
the most ill-timed and tone-deaf press
conferences in recent memory, Zeldin
and local supporters essentially tried to
make the argument that mandating masks
to enter a store is bad for business. That
decision, he said, should be left up to each
individual.

This was in response to Democratic
Gov. Kathy Hochul’'s mask mandate
that went into effect Dec. 13 in hopes of
protecting society as the Omicron variant,
which three-and-a-half weeks ago was
first detected in southern Africa, has raced
around the globe with breathtaking speed.
On Monday, the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention reported that 73
percent of all new cases in the U.S. are

now Omicron.

If Zeldin is successful in his drive to
become New York State’s next chief
executive, don’t expect him to do much
to protect you. And on Monday he
doubled down on his foolishness in Albany
preaching to the same anti-mask choir.

Here’s what’s bad for business:
COVID-19. What’s worse for business?
COVID-19 in overdrive, infecting more
than 900 residents in Westchester on
Sunday for the fourth consecutive day,
filling up hospitals in less vaccinated
portions of the state and burning out
health care workers.

There’s no one, Republican, Democrat,
some other affiliation or no affiliation, who
wants to wear a mask. They’re annoying,
especially if you have to work an eight-
hour shift with one over your face or have
it on for an extended period of time.

However, mature adults, and adults
who aren’t pandering for votes, realize

Letters to the Editor

that if it can help themselves and others
from getting infected, that’s a good thing.
Since most people other than health care
workers don’t have the N-95 masks to
wear, the way that face coverings can be
most effective is if everybody in an indoor
space wears one.

If you're inclined to go to a restaurant,
nothing has changed from before Dec.
13. You walk in with a mask on, and once
you’re seated you can take it off. When
it’s time to leave, you put it back on for
a minute.

For those who won’t shop at a business
simply because they can’t be bothered
to put on mask while they run in for a
gallon of milk and a dozen eggs, it’s not
about the mask. They're making a political
statement to demonstrate which political
team they support.

For those merchants in the northern
Westchester towns that border Putnam
County worried about losing business

to their northern neighbor, don’t blame
Hochul. You can point your finger squarely
at County Executive MaryEllen Odell, who
in a cynical move sent out a press release
shortly after 9 a.m. on Dec. 13 announcing
that Putnam would reject enforcing the
regulation.

In a week that saw the Westchester
County executive, his deputy, the mayor
of White Plains and thousands more get
infected, and faced with the worst public
health crisis in our lifetime, you don’t turn
up your hands, shrug your shoulders and
do nothing. You try the least intrusive
option first, which is wearing masks.

We may have to live with COVID-19
in some shape or form for years, perhaps
decades, even with vaccines. For some,
that will be the remainder of their lives.
It’s time as a society we stop playing
politics and gird ourselves for a lengthy
fight, and to be successful, it can’t be with
one another.

Odell’s Refusal to Comply With State Mask Mandate is a Political Ploy

No shirt, no shoes, no service, no problem.

No shirt, no shoes, no mask, no service...
Oh my God the sky is falling!

This is the logic of Putnam County
Executive MaryEllen Odell.

Store management and employees
routinely refuse to serve those not wearing
a shirt or shoes — and post signs saying so.
We’ve all seen the signs. Nobody gets bent
out of shape.

In the face of the most highly contagious
variant of the COVID-10 virus (Omicron) and
with infections on a fast rise, Gov. Hochul
has wisely called for a statewide mask-
wearing mandate in all indoor public places.
Obviously, this is aspirational. Obviously,
there will be no “enforcers” in each and

every indoor public space. The governor is
sending the responsible message that this is
what we must do to stay safe.

With well over 800,000 dead, over 1,100 a
day dying and with more than 100,000 new
infections per day nationwide it is incumbent
upon government to do the responsible
thing and call for greater safety. This is what
the governor has done. If everyone were
vaccinated the virus would be rendered of
little consequence and we could be rid of
this and get back to building our economy.
Since we have vaccine “refuseniks” we have
no choice but to all wear masks to protect
our society and economy. This is the wise
course.

Unfortunately, we have some “chicken

littles” like County Executive Odell who —
for political reasons —assumes a posture that
appeals to the fuzzy thought of ill-informed
people. It appears she feels she must pander
to this base.

In dealing with the pandemic, President
Trump exploited a certain infantilism
residing in the American psyche for his own
political ends — much to the detriment of the
nation. This “Trumpism” has trickled down
to the local level in the behavior of the county
executive. A cynical ploy by an overpaid
public servant. Starting Jan. 1, her salary will
be $170,070, a 2.4 percent pay raise. She’ll
give herself a raise but can’t bring herself to
call for greater public health safety.

Odell takes care of herself very nicely. I

can put on and take off a mask faster than
my shoes or shirt. It’s not difficult, it’s not a
big deal. Unless of course, County Executive
Odell wants to make it big deal for her own
political ends.

Nick Kuvach
Putnam Valley

Correction

In last week’s article on the Spectrum
Designs employee Lindsay Waxman, it
incorrectly stated that she is on the autism
spectrum. Waxman has ADHD and anxiety.
The Examiner regrets the error.
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Guest Column

Unite New Castle Should Explain Developers’ Campaign Contributions

By Cynthia Schames

Local government may be small, but it’s
still politics.

Local elected officials are subject to the
same standards of ethics and the same
scrutiny that we hold state and federal public
servants to. Avoiding even the appearance of
impropriety should be of key importance to
any elected official, but maybe even more so
for small towns.

To that end, it’s important to take a look
into what’s actually happened so far, and
what may be happening in the future, in the
Town of New Castle.

In arguments against the now-tabled
Form Based Code, a proposed zoning
change that would have rezoned a few acres
of Chappaqua’s North Greeley Avenue, new
Supervisor Lisa Katz, who ran on the Unite

New Castle (UNC) ticket, has repeatedly
said that she intends to engage in one-to-
one negotiations with each developer to get
the best deal.

In light of the facts below, we must ask
the question: “Get the best deal for whom?”

As of the date of this writing, almost 30
percent of the funds reported on UNC’s
financial disclosures have come from just
two families — each involved in billion-dollar
commercial construction and real estate
development.

Former Town Board member Adam
Brodsky gave either $4,000 or $8,000.
Although he no longer resides in town, his
family owns the biggest lot on North Greeley
Avenue, the 1.2-acre former Maxime’s
location, vacant for almost 20 years.

We can’t be sure of his exact donation
amount because:

Letters to the Editor

Yorktown Desperately Needs the Help Overlay
District Can Provide

As the owner of The Pub, located on
Commerce Street in Yorktown Heights,
I can tell you that the Yorktown Heights
Business District needs help. The kind of
help that the Overlay District legislation can
provide, and I am officially throwing my full
support for this legislation.

COVID-19 has significantly hurt many
of our businesses and has heavily impacted
my business. I applaud the town’s initiative
to attempt to revitalize our main streets
by thinking of creative and proven ways to
achieve that goal.

The Overlay District legislation will help
to revitalize many areas in this district, by
providing well-needed attention to so many

run-down properties that are simply not
appealing to a would-be businessperson
looking to start a new business or even an
existing business that is looking to relocate.

The Overlay District is also critical to
introducing housing alternatives so young
people who cannot afford or may not desire
to purchase a home can rent here.

No one can deny that our hamlets need
help. The Overlay District Legislation is a
great step forward!

Corrin Southwick
Owner, The Pub
Yorktown Heights

Putnam County Ignoring Mask Mandate
is Senseless

Let’s see if I have this straight: COVID
positivity in Putnam County is up 49
percent, Carmel schools moved to remote
learning on Dec. 17, professional sports
teams have postponed games and Radio City
has canceled the Christmas show but our
county executive wants citizens to ignore a
mask mandate?

Our own health commissioner says
Both vaccination and mask wearing are
needed to slow this COVID-19 winter
surge.” The governor’s action is designed
to keep us safe and stop another business
shutdown. Responsible leaders need to
encourage people to follow rules and to

«

look out for each other’s health and safety.
Instead of complaining that the governor
didn’t consult with each county executive,
the elected leaders should consult with
the local hospitals and health departments
and get an accurate view on what is really
happening.

I think it’s about time we faced the fact
that the virus is real and that we have to take
real actions to reduce the risks. Encouraging
people to ignore rules that they don’t like
solves nothing.

Kevin Carroll
Carmel

Strip Counties That Oppose Mask Mandates of
Medicaid, Medicare Funds

AsTIseeit, you break it, you own it. Putnam
County (and any other county that refuses
to enforce a governor’s order relating to
infectious disease) should not be eligible for
any additional taxpayer funded COVID-19
rescue funds that may be distributed to local
governments.

Putnam County should not be eligible for

any taxpayer-funded Medicaid and Medicare
reimbursements for hospitalized COVID
patients.

No one is above the law. And that includes
laws relating to control of infectious disease.

Judith Sage
Mount Kisco

1. One $4,000 line item is in his own
name, while the other is under the name
SC Management, his commercial real estate
development company. SC Management
is an LLC separate from his day job at The
Hakim Group, the billion-dollar real estate
company owned by his wife’s family.

2. The second $4,000 transaction had
the unusual designation as a Schedule
O transaction, used for “subcontractors/
partners.” It is unclear whether that
$4,000 was a donation, (usually designated
as Schedule A, B or C) or some other
transaction between the two parties.

The UNC slate has refused to clarify
this “partner” relationship, despite several
inquiries both public and private, by several
individuals. In fact, the campaign’s treasurer
got so angry when asked about it on Election
Day, that she cursed and stormed away from
her position talking to voters outside of a
polling place.

Now on to a larger set of family donations.

Various members of the Kemler family
gave a total of $16,000 to the UNC slate —
by far the largest aggregate donations of any
parties.

This includes a maximum donation from
an Andrew Kemler of Colorado, who seems
to have lived in Colorado for at least 20 years.
He is an active apartment house developer.
What’s his interest in a local Town Board
race in a small town halfway across the
country?

Steven Kemler is a New Castle resident.
He gave the maximum donation twice, once
before the primary, and once after. He was
seemingly very invested in the success
of UNC, and by extension, their principal
platform issue: the death of the Form Based
Code.

Mr. Kemler's wife is the daughter of
the former CEO of Turner Construction, a
multibillion-dollar commercial construction
company. Steven Kemler runs a “family
office-backed” investment firm named
Stone Arch Group, whose website states
they are actively looking to invest in the
new construction of 50-plus-unit apartment
buildings in subprime locations. Could that
include North Greeley?

Again, we ask, is it the residents and local
small business owners of Chappaqua, or is
it these billionaire developers, who will be
getting the best deal from Lisa Katz?

After the past year of the UNC slate’s
surrogates  improperly and  publicly
maligning current board members as being
“in the pockets of developers,” it is very
unsettling to uncover the fact that the UNC
campaign coffers were filled by real estate
developers.

I believe the public deserves the incoming
Town Board’s assurances that this money
flowing into the UNC campaign pockets from
developers is NOT going to buy any favors,
zoning variances or undue influence.

I believe that the public has a right to be
assured that the divisive, unnecessary, year-
long conflict over the Form Based Code was
not simply a way for an incoming Town Board
to provide backroom dealings to campaign
contributors.

I believe that our elected officials owe us
respect and transparency.

Surely all of this can be explained, so [ am
asking the incoming Town Board to do just
that. Explain.

Chappaqua resident Cynthia Schames has
supported several local Democratic campaigns
and has volunteered on initiatives for other
organizations.
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Obituaries

James O’Connell

Dr. James ]. O’Connell, a longtime
Pleasantville resident, passed away
peacefully surrounded by family at Calvary
Hospital in the Bronx on Dec. 12. He was
91.

Jim was born in Yonkers on Oct. 25, 1930,
to Rita Keehan and James O’Connell and
spent his early years in the Sacred Heart
parish, where he met the love of his life,
Catherine T. Lynn, in first grade. Jim and
Kate were married for nearly 60 years prior
to her death in May 2014. Together they
raised six daughters, Catherine Hopkins
(John), Rosita McNamara (Thomas),
Bernadette Chiarlitti (Anthony), Maureen
Leak (Kevin), Patricia Hoxsie (Ronald)
and Jamie O’Connell (Ronald Jendzejec),
all of whom survive him. He is also
survived by 21 grandchildren and 11 great-
grandchildren. He was predeceased by his
parents, his brother Bill and sister Rosita.

A graduate of Cardinal Hayes High
School, Tona College (BBA) and Fordham
University (MS, PhD), Jim served in
Intelligence for the U.S. Army before
launching his professional career as a
teacher and track and field coach at Bergen
Catholic High School. He moved to a 21-
year tenure at Iona College where he served
as career counselor, placement director and
director of counseling until 1978.

A dedicated psychologist and career
development specialist, Jim also served
as the director of counseling at Pace
University, senior vice president for Drake
Beam Morin, Inc. and senior consultant
for Spherion. He taught graduate courses
at colleges and universities across the
country, and was a frequent contributor
to various publications and radio and
television shows throughout his career.

Donald Ahrenberg

Donald Randall Ahrenberg was born on
Feb. 25, 1956, in White Plains to Catherine
Joan and Arnold B. Ahrenberg.

Don had his own food truck business
known as DCL Foods and bartended locally
for many years. He also had a long career
at Blind Brook Middle School/High School
from where he just recently retired.

Don passed away peacefully at home,
surrounded by his family, on Dec. 15 at the
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He also served as president for four major
organizations and as a board member of
three national professional organizations,
including the Board of Governors of the
College Placement Council.

Central to Jim’s life was his Catholic
faith, love of family and friends and service
to others, particularly within the Holy
Innocents community in Pleasantville.
A licensed pilot, Jim also loved soaring
through the sky, flying airplanes as a hobby
and traveling the world with Kate. He was
even fortunate enough to fly one last time
in 2019 as a guest of the Hudson Valley
Honor Flight’s Mission #23.

If you couldn’t spot Jim in the stadiums
of the Summer Olympic Games he attended
all over the globe, it was a guarantee you’d
find him cheering on the Iona Gaels in cross
country, track and basketball all around the
U.S. He was also an avid gardener and
spent many hours planting on the hilly
terrain around his home, when not roaming
the fairways of Pleasantville Country Club.

There wasn't a stranger Jim would
meet with whom he wouldn’t strike up a
conversation, nor a holiday gathering or
annual beach vacation he would pass up
to let his sense of humor shine among the
presence of his large family and friends.

A Mass of Christian Burial was held on
Dec. 16 at Holy Innocents R.C. Church in
Pleasantville, followed by interment at All
Souls Cemetery in Pleasantville.

In lieu of flowers, the family kindly
requests donations be made to Calvary
Hospital at 1740 Eastchester Rd., Bronx,
N.Y. 10461 (www.calvaryhospital.org) or
the Hudson Valley Honor Flight (https:/
hvhonorflight.com/donate/).

age of 65 after a four-month battle with a
rare illness.

He is survived by his loving wife of 37
years, Jennifer; his three children, Donald
(Jillian), Christopher (Michelle) and
Laura; his four grandchildren; his parents;
brother Doug (Sharon); sister Dawn
(Seth); and many other nieces, nephews,
family members and friends.

There was nothing more that he loved
than being a grandfather (“Poppie”) to his
grandchildren, Hailey, Logan, Ryan and
Peyton, who lit up his entire world.

Don was a lifelong fan of the Yankees
and Jets and loved watching and playing
golf. He loved music (especially Billy Joel)
as well as sports and entertainment trivia.
Don had a unique sense of style and was
convinced duct tape could fix anything.

He will be forever in our hearts and
deeply missed.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests
donations to be made to Maria Fareri
Children’s Hospital or the Kensico Little
League.

John Valentine

John J. Valentine, 67, of Lake Wylie, S.C.
and formally of Pleasantville, passed away
on Dec. 7 after a courageous battle with
multiple sclerosis.

John was born May 3, 1954, in New
York, N.Y. to Joan (Rice) Valentine and the
late Joseph A. Valentine.

He was a graduate of Pleasantville High
School, Class of 1972. John was proud to
be a volunteer fireman at Daniel P. Hayes
Hose and eventually became captain. He
worked at Pleasantville Ford as parts
manager for many years before moving to
Connecticut.

John enjoyed family vacations in Lake
George and Ocean City, N.J. Later, he and
Annette spent winters in Venice, Fla. and
enjoyed the warm weather.

Survivors include the love of his life,
Annette Valentine; daughter Nicole
Lowden (Keith) of Danbury, Conn.; son
Tan Miles (Allison) of Lake Wylie, S.C.;
mother Joan R. Valentine of Connecticut;
sister Nora Donovan of Massachusetts;
sister Nancy Sullivan (John) of New
Jersey; sister Kathy Corcoran (Robert) of
Connecticut; grandchildren Shane Miles,
Vanessa Baran (Carter), Joshua Miles,
Sophia Miles and Brianna Miles; great-

Anthony SanFilippo

Dr. J. Anthony (“Tony”) SanFilippo of
Chappaqua died peacefully on Dec. 15 at
the age of 81.

He 1is survived by his sweetheart
and loving wife of 56 years, Catherine
(nee Cusimano); their two sons, Joseph
(Mary Kate) and John (Maryann), both
of Stamford, Conn.; and their five adored
grandchildren, Anthony, Emma Rose,
MaryGrace, Julia and Elizabeth.

Tony embraced life to the fullest each
day, cherishing his family and friends. As
a physician for over 55 years, his passion
and lifelong devotion was always to his
patients and their care.

Dr. SanFilippo was a graduate of Iona
Prep, College of the Holy Cross (‘61)
and Georgetown University School of
Medicine (‘65). He did his pediatric
surgical fellowship at Buffalo Children’s
Hospital and then served as a surgeon in
the United States Navy where he reached
the rank of commander.

Afterwards, Tony became one of the
pioneer physicians recruited to develop
the former Grasslands Hospital in Valhalla
into a world class health care facility, which
now includes Westchester Medical Center
and Maria Fareri Children’s Hospital.

During his career as a pediatric surgeon,
Tony had particular expertise in surgeries
of newborns, children and the adolescent,
particularly with newborn anomalies,
tumors and trauma. He was a professor
of surgery at New York Medical College

John Valentine

grandson Beckett Baran; five nieces, four
great-nephews and many loving cousins
whom he shared many family memories
with growing up. He was also preceded
in death by a brother-in-law, Michael
Donovan.

Memorials may be made to a local
National Multiple Sclerosis Society
chapter or at www.nationalmssociety.org.

and lectured at hospitals throughout the
country and internationally including at
the Bambino Gesu Children’s Hospital in
Rome and the Hospital Infantil Dr. Robert
Reid Cabral Children’s Hospital in Santa
Domingo.

Dr. SanFilippo published numerous
academic papers and served on several
boards of trustees committed to long-
term health care and pregnant women.
Among the many organizations, Tony was
a former Knight of Malta, past president
of the Catholic Medical Association
(https://www.cathmed.org), honored by
the Children’s Dream Foundation (https://
thecdf.org) and was a member of the
boards of Iona Prep and Malta House
(https://www.maltahouse.org).

The family received family and friends
on Dec. 20 at Beecher Flooks Funeral
Home in Pleasantville. A Mass of Christian
Burial was scheduled for Tuesday, Dec. 21
at 11 a.m. at The Church of Saint John and
Saint Mary, 30 Poillon Drive in Chappaqua.
Entombment was to follow at Gate of
Heaven Cemetery, 10 W. Stevens Ave. in
Valhalla.

In remembrance of his life and
commitment for the best health care
for children, the family asks that in
lieu of flowers, donations be made in
memory of Tony to the Maria Fareri
Children’s Hospital, 100 Woods Rd.,
Valhalla, N.Y. 10595 (https://cloud.
wmchealthcommunity.com/support-mfch).

Advertise in The Examiner « 914-864-0878
email advertising@theexaminernews.com
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Annual Polar Plunge Returns on New Year’s Day in Peekskill

By Rick Pezzullo

The annual Polar Plunge benefitting the
This is Me Foundation is slated to return
New Year’s Day at the Peekskill Riverfront
Green after a one-year absence.

The This Is Me Foundation, founded by
Peekskill residents and sisters Caitlin and
Lauren Brady in 2011, raises awareness
about alopecia areata, an autoimmune
disorder that causes hair loss, while giving
hope to any individual who faces adversity.

After watching Miss Delaware 2010,
Kayla Martell, take her wig off and explain
that she would compete in the 2011 Miss
America pageant wearing a wig, as she too
had alopecia, the Brady sisters decided they
needed to do something to inspire others
just as Martell had done for them.

Three weeks later, on Feb. 12, 2011, This
Is Me was born as a two-and-a-half-minute
YouTube PSA. The video was created to
not only raise awareness about alopecia,
but to try and inspire others who are facing
challenges.

All proceeds go directly to the This Is Me
Scholarship Fund, Inspired by Ryan Risco
and Cait Chivonne Polhill. The fund has
awarded 89 $500 scholarships since 2012 to
local students who have faced adversity or
helped a friend overcome hardship, as well

as national scholarships to students who
have alopecia.

This year’s event kicks off at noon on
Jan. 1 and is open to the public to watch
and cheer on the brave plungers. Anyone
interested in plunging or donating can visit
http://www.newyearspolarplunge.com.
Plungers are required to register in advance
by Dec. 30 to participate.

The first Polar Plunge, where participants
strip down to their bathing suits and run
into the frigid waters of the Hudson River,
on Jan. 1, 2013, attracted 11 brave souls and
raised $2,400. In 2018, a record-setting 80
participants raised more than $13,500.

For more information, or to learn more
about the This Is Me Foundation and
the This is Me Scholarship Fund, visit
the foundation’s website at http:/www.

thisismefoundation.com  or  Facebook
page at http://www.facebook.com/
ThisIsMeFoundation.

Polar Plunge in Yorktown

On Saturday, Jan. 8, the Friends of
Yorktown Parks & Recreation will be
holding its first Polar Bear Plunge and
Silent Auction at Sparkle Lake. The
event will benefit the Friends’ general
fund and enable the establishment of
various subcommittees to target parks and
recreation activities that have a high impact

Dozens of brave souls will head to the Hudson River shoreline in Peeksk|II on New Year's Day to
take part in the Polar Plunge. The event raises money for the This is Me Foundation, which awards
scholarships to local students and raises awaremess about alopecia areata.

on the health and wellness of residents.
Festivities will begin at 9 a.m. with a
continental breakfast, with the Polar Bear

Plunge at 10 a.m. Following the Plunge,
winners of the silent auction, 50/50 raffle
and door prizes will be announced.

Enjoy our newspaper journalism? Then subscribe to our Examiner+ digital newsmagazine! Our magazine delivers in-depth news and local
lifestyle coverage straight to your inbox Monday through Saturday. Visit www.examiner-plus.com to join our community of members.

The Greater Mahopac-Carmel
Chamber of Commerce

would like to thank & wish all members...

e Grealer

'AHOPAC -
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

%ARMEL

e (SCLAEANI )
Fuel QOil -

We Make Warm and Now “Cool” Friends Too!
www.SclafaniEnergy.com - 1 (845) 628-1330

Happ,

New Yeay
HVAC - Service * Propane - Diesel

Heating & Cooling System Tune-up, & Installatlon

Budget accounts, Automatic or call us for ﬁ%

next day delivery at C.0.D.pricing! Place an Order online
www.SclafaniEnergy.com

Serving Northern Westchester, Southern Dutchess & Putnam Counties!

Full Service, 24 HR
Emergency
Heating Assistance!
Installs, repairs
and upgrades!
- Over 30 years, licensed,
{ insured and bonded!
=~ We are #1 because our
customers come first!
Senior Discounts!

1!- . e
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Police Blotter

County Police/Mount Kisco

Dec. 12: A resident arrived at
the Green Street precinct to report
that he had been a victim of fraud
after someone withdrew $5,300
from his checking account using
an altered check. The man said his
bank advised him to file a police
report while it investigates the
matter.

Dec. 13: Report of aman in need
of assistance at a North Bedford
Road medical office at 11:21 a.m.
The subject reported feeling
depressed and hearing voices.
He agreed to go to Northern
Westchester Hospital for care
and was transported there by the
Mount Kisco Volunteer Ambulance
Corps.

Dec. 13: Store security at Target
on North Bedford Road reported a
shoplifting incident at 1:05 p.m.
Responding officers detained a
woman as she attempted to leave
the parking lot in a mini bus and
arrested her after additional
investigation. Sheyenne Dixon,
21, of Highland Avenue in Yonkers,
was charged with petty larceny and
fourth-degree criminal possession
of a weapon, both misdemeanors.
She is accused of leaving the
store without paying for $308 in
merchandise and having a pair of

metal knuckles in her possession.
She was booked at the Green
Street precinct and released
pending a Jan. 20 appearance in
Mount Kisco Justice Court.

Dec. 14: Police responded
to the 400 block of Lexington
Avenue at 2:15 a.m. when a taxi
driver reported that an intoxicated
man had gotten sick in his cab
and was refusing to get out at his
destination. After officers arrived,
the man complied without incident,
paid the fare plus a cleanup fee, and
was escorted home by a friend.

Dec. 17: An officer responded
to North Bedford Road near Boston
Market after a caller reported that
a woman carrying a large stuffed
animal appeared unsteady on
her feet and almost walked into
traffic. The officer canvassed the
area but found no one fitting that
description.

Croton-on-Hudson Police
Department

Dec. 10: Units responded to
the area of Harrison and Grand
streets at 11 p.m. on a report of
shots fired. There were no injuries
reported. The incident remains
under investigation. Anyone with
information regarding the incident
is asked to contact the Croton

Police Department Detective
Division at 914-271-5177.

North Castle Police
Department

Dec. 10: A woman arrived at
headquarters at 8:14 a.m. to report
that her vehicle was stolen out of
her driveway on Miller Circle.

Dec. 12: A caller reported
at 3:40 a.m. that two unknown
persons are attempting to enter
his residence on North Broadway.
The responding officers reported
that the involved subject is
intoxicated and unsure of where
he resides, and the second subject
is a second-floor tenant at location
who was attempting to assist the
intoxicated subject. An ambulance
was requested for the intoxicated
subject. A mutual aid ambulance
from Hawthorne Fire Department
responded and transported the
intoxicated subject to Westchester
Medical Center.

Pleasantville Police
Department

Dec. 16: An officer pulled
over a vehicle at 8:16 a.m. whose
driver, a 28-year-old man, was
operating the car without a license
and had it suspended previously.

Caring for someone with
Alzheimer’s isn’t easy.

Reaching us is.

He also has ignored numerous
tickets in the past and the vehicle
was unregistered. The man was
arrested and released without bail.

State Police/Cortlandt

State police released this image of
the person suspected of stealing the
identity of a Cortlandt resident and
$800 from the victim through an ATM
withdrawal. Anyone who recognizes
this individual can call 845-769-2600.

Dec. 15: Police are seeking
the public’s assistance identifying
a man suspected of stealing the
identity of and approximately
$800 from a victim in Cortlandt.

On Nov. 27, a subject utilized
stolen financial information from
the victim and stole about $800
at a Walgreens Pharmacy ATM
on Sunrise Highway in the Town
of Islip, Suffolk County. Anyone
with  information  regarding
the identity or location of this
individual, contact the state police
at 845-769-2600 and refer to case
#10571377.

Yorktown Police
Department

Dec. 16: Harold Montas, 33,
of the Bronx, was charged at 2:01
a.m. with driving while intoxicated
following an accident in the area
of Old Yorktown Road and Union
Road.

Dec. 16: Arber Gashi, 24, of
Yorktown, surrendered to police
and was charged at 5:37 p.m.
with reckless driving, criminal
mischief and assault in connection
with a two-car crash on June 18
on Crompond Road, just west
of the Bear Mountain Parkway.
Following an investigation, it is
alleged Gashi operated his vehicle
in a reckless manner and caused
serious injury to the operator of
the other vehicle. He also was
speeding and driving without
wearing a seatbelt.

If you care for someone with Alzheimer’s disease, memory loss or dementia, you are not alone.

We're here day or night — whenever you need us

Free 24/7 Helpline: 800.272.3900
Caregiver Center: alz.org/fcare

offering reliable information and support.

alzheimer’s QY association

This advertisement is supported in part by a grant from the NMew York State Department of Health,
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High-Flying High School Senior Earns Top Civil Air Patrol Award

By Abby Luby

When Grant Becker was 13, he sat in the
co-pilot’s seat of a small Cessna 172 plane
that was taking off at Westchester County
Airport.

At an altitude of 1,000 feet, he was
allowed to take control and do basic
maneuvers.

“I loved it,” he said, recalling the flight
that marked the first leg of his pilot
training.

A member of the Civil Air Patrol (CAP)
since 2016, Becker, a Pleasantville High
School senior, just earned his private
pilot’s certificate through the Civil Air
Patrol’s Cadet Wings program, which
provides cadet scholarships funded by the
United States Air Force to cover the cost
of flight training.

When Becker initially received his
private pilot’s license, he said he took his
mother for a ride in one of the flight school
planes.

“She really liked it a lot,” he said.

Becker was recently awarded CAP’s
highest cadet achievement, the Carl A.
Spaatz Award, a prestigious honor for
cadets who have worked for five years
to complete 16 required achievements
in the Cadet Program. He has served as
his squadron’s cadet commander and
graduated from Region Cadet Leadership
School, a school that specializes not only
in leadership training but offers officer
training courses as well.

Becker’s list of accolades also includes
graduating from the Hawk Mountain
Ranger School, a search-and-rescue
training facility operated by Pennsylvania’s
Civil Air Patrol, and completing the field
medic course, a one-week program for
future combat medics.

The local CAP is based at Westchester
County Airport, and there is occasional
squadron training at Camp Smith.

During the summer Becker said he had
basic training at Stratton, the National
Guard based near Scotia, N.Y. and has
trained privately at a local flight school at
the airport.

Becker is currently an emergency
medical technician and volunteers with the
Pleasantville Volunteer Ambulance Corps.

Innovation and construction played a
big part in Becker’s childhood. At 10 years
old, Becker was one of 13 finalists, out of
thousands of applicants, in the 2014 Grow
Your Own Business challenge, flying out to
Omaha, where he met Warren Buffett.

“My grandpa and [ fabricated the
wheelchair bike together,” Becker recalled.
“One of my classmates was in a wheelchair
and since I enjoy riding a mountain bike, I
thought why shouldn’t my classmate with
a disability be able to do that? I showed the
bike to Warren Buffett.”

For 80 years, the Civil Air Patrol has been
the official auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force.
Becker said he always wanted to pursue
service and hasn’t ruled out entering the
military. Since he was 12, Becker said he

—
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Pleasantville High School senior Grant Becker,
a Civil Air Patrol cadet, was recently awarded
the highest cadet achievement, the Carl A.
Spaatz Award. The award is a prestigious honor
for cadets who have worked for five years to
complete 16 required achievements in the CAP
Cadet Program.

has dreamed of going to the U.S. Air Force
Academy in Colorado Springs.

To be accepted to the academy,
Becker needed to be nominated by his
congressional representative. Just a few
weeks ago, Becker was notified that Rep.
Mondaire Jones had officially nominated
him.

“That means there is a slot at the
academy for me,” said Becker. “It’s like a
conditional acceptance.”

As a future enrollee at the U.S. Air Force
Academy in Colorado Springs, Becker
said he will probably take undergraduate
courses towards a Bachelor’s Degree in
science and then apply to medical school.

“My hope is to pursue a medical degree
as a flight surgeon with a flying squadron,”
he said. “They have a few different paths
to go down in terms of medical school that
leads to the air force or the military in
general.”

Find us on

Facebook
FACEBOOK.CON/

Follow ExaminerMedia on social media to monitor the latest
breaking news and local reporting tidbits

the brain, creating enzymes that can
lead to memory loss, and eventually,
Alzheimer’s. Ongoing management

and treatment of gum disease is vital.

If left unmanaged, sleep apnea can
lead to tooth decay, plaque, sores,
gum inflammation and disease.

Nearly 95% of diabetics have gum
disease which increases blood sugar
and other related complications.

Certain oral bacteria can travel to O
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)

CareMount Dental

Put Your Health Where Your Mouth Is™

©

@

\ ) Approximately 53,000 adults
in the U.S. will be diagnosed with

oral cancer annually. Early diagnosis

Bacteria that infects the gums
may cause blood vessel inflammation
and damage leading to blood clots,

Clinical studies show that certain
oral bacteria may influence the
onset of certain cancers including:

Did You Know That Gum Disease Can Lead to Serious Medical Conditions?

and treatment is critical.

heart attack or stroke.

CANCER

Esophageal, Pancreatic,
Colorectal, and others.

Put your oral care first and make an appointment today!

MyCareMountDental.com

Oy
.

(——

Dental Associates

A Division of

CareMount Dental

{:\] Put Your Heclth Where Your Mouth 5™
Mt. Kisco

24] Lexington Avenue

Mount Kisco, NY 10549

Phone: 914-242-2000

Mt. Kisco
657 Main Street
Mt. Kisco, NY 10549
Phone: 914-431-5900

COMING SOON!
Yorktown Heights
331 Downing Drive
Yorktown Heights, NY 10598
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Carmel Students Give the Gift of Healthy Hohdays

In the spirit of giving this year, Kent
Elementary School fourth-grade students
used Giving Tuesday as a day to give back
and support those in need in the local
community with an in-class volunteer
opportunity.

Through a project ideafrom Volunteer New
York, the students in the classes of Cathleen
Rossetti, Carrie Cioffi, Kristin Mordecki and
Chris Livulpi assembled individual hygiene
kits that included a toothbrush, toothpaste,
shampoo, conditioner and body wash, along
with a hand-drawn card from a student.

Putnam Community Action Partnership

(CAP), an anti-poverty group dedicated
to helping those who are struggling in the
community, will distribute the kits this year.

“We are working on cards to put in bags to
send shampoo and conditioner to a shelter
so whenever someone needs something the
shelter can give it to them,” said student
Natasha Portillo, who drew a smiley face,
balloons and a flower on her card. “It’s
important to give back because if some
people need these things, they can get it for
free.”

Cards from the students included a
variety of positive sentiments, such as

A Insite

ERA Realty

SERVICES

REAL ESTATE

READY, WILLING & ABLE

Ready: The need for REAL ESTATE is always present
Willing: To help with those needs in a changing environment
Able: To work with you in our new normal

As we move to the next step in re-opening the local real estate market,
contact me to help with your important decisions...
Because my time is your time.

370 Manville Road, Pleasantville

Sharon L. Foley
Lic. Real Estate Salesperson

C:914.649.1157
0:914.769.2222
E: Sharon.Foley@ERA.com

« Accounting experience required
« All training and equipment provided
« Summers and holiday season off

Contact Alexza Eugene
914-335-3319 or aeugene@uhy-us.com

UH

LLP

Certified Public Accountants

“keep going, you are
awesome,” “you are
special in a perfect
way,” and even “soar
like an eagle and stay
strong.”

The purpose of the
cards: “To make them
feel good and maybe
if they are having
a bad day, it might
cheer them up,” said
student Tyrieke Hall.

The students
created 65  total
hygiene kits for the
Putnam CAP and
showed a great deal of
compassion for others
this holiday season.

One of the 65 fourth-
graders at Kent
Elementary School who
assembled individual
hygiene kits that will be
distributed to people in
the community who are
struggling to make ends
meet.

Elder Care

Staffing Solutions

When Experience Counts Count on Experience
Home Care Licensed by NYS Dept. of Health - Owned and operated by registered nurses

Now Hiring!
We are looking for HHAs & Companions. Earn $20/hr for shift workers,
flexible schedules. This is a great opportunity to work at a rewarding
job and serve the community! Call 914-265-4299

Services Include: Home Health Aides * Companion Care * Dementia Care
Senior Housing Options * Home Management « Medication Management
Customized programs to fit your needs

Please call for a free consult today: 914.265.4299
Visit www.ecstaffingsolutions.com for more information

_,,Help s Help Those in Need!

Please consider helping your neighbors
have a happy holiday season. The deadline
for dropping off or mailing donations is

December 23rd, 2021
Thank you! Many Blessings,
stay healthy and safe.

The Staff at K)rktown Love in Action

ouernual

. Holiday Drive
W111 be comprised of
universal gift cards

and monetary
donations

Hidden Treasures & Donation Center
1736 Front Street, Yorktown Hts

914-743-1314
Talk@yorktownloveinaction.com
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Grill & Pizza

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT PARTY!
Happy Authentic Bronx Style Pizza!
. Gourmet Hot Food! g
! Boar’s Head Deli!
To Al Low Gas Prices!
1467 Route 9 » Garrison, NY
(where Route 9 & Route 403 merge)
845-424—6241

]om Us for Our 521 Holiday Seao'

&yl # Giast 34
" IFYOU'RE
LOOKING FOR
SOMETHING
MODERATELY
PRICED, OR
MAYBE A LITTLE
MORE ,
LAVISH AND UNIQUE !

AT LIMITED

Limited Unlimited .
; UNLIMITED

FIND WHAT YOU
.| SEEK AFTERALL,
| WE'VE BEEN AT THIS
FOR A WHILE

8A South Moger Avenue, Mt. Kisco, NYY 10549 » (914) 241-2232 @ Yorcionn Heranis Ny 1050

CALLS FOR HOLIDAY HOURS'

4 USE IT BEFORE YOU LOSE IT!

Remember to use your flex spending before the year
is up, because if you don't use if, you'll lose it.

Bring this ad in for

an additional 20%

OFF your eyeglas
purchase!

(Offer
does not
apply to

insurance
orders)

YORKTOWN FAMILY EYE CARE
HOMER RICH YORKTOWN

Dr. Jennifer & Dr. Michael Ferri

¢ Triangle Shopping Center 914.245.6138
Yorktown Heights, NY 10598 www.HomerRichEye.com

i

| JEWELERS, YOU CAN (&
ALWAYS EXPECTTO §

%Ar]tuso & Sons Pas]trg & Ca][

Italian American Baking
: . Struffoli « Pastiere
%" Cookies and Cookie Trays e Pastries ¢
Assorted Pies including:

Pumpkin « Coconut « Apple
Rosehill Shopping Center Robert Artuso

40 Columbus Avenue (914) 741-2251

YORKTOWN PHARMACY
Serving the Community Since 1930

Health & Beauty Aids « Medical Equipment

914-962-2600
Fax: 914-962-6319

. www. yorktownpharmacy com yorktownpharmacy@yahoo com

" 63 Fields Lane, Brewster, NY (No. Salem border) 845-279-22 " @
- www.brewstericearena.com

Learn-to-Skate & Learn-to-Play Hocke
Mini - Mite & Recreational Leagues
Figure Skating Classes ~ All ages & abilities

SKATING & HOCKEY LESSONS

PRO SHOP SALES
CLEARANCE

SKATE WITH SANTA'!
Coming Soon

eclaurant & Sports Bar ;

Hollday & Famlly Partles,

eam Functions o\

OUTDOOR ICE RINK
only 4 ice sheet facility
in the area v
EXPANDED PROGRAMS -

Banquet
Room

|
—1

@ Brewster Ice Arena
845-279-2600
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¥ AL FUEL co
/¢4 The Shelley Family
Home Heating Fuel

1606 Rte 22, Brewster

ALL FUEL CO.

HCHLE BEATIRG D]
- =

"+ Burner Sales, Service
& Installation

* Propane Available for
Cooking & Heating

Merry Chmtmaa & ‘Happy ’Houdayzl

To 71Ul Our Friends & Neighbors 3By o F

“Brmging your Hair to. Life Since 1982”
Katonah Shopping Center ¢ 270 Katonah Ave. Katonah
(914) 232-5201

Tues. -Wed.- Fri. 9-6 Thurs. 9-7, Sat. 85
FoIIow s on Facebook at Fred's Halr Salon

SINCE 1975
THE ORIGINAL

SEWER & DRAIN SERVICE
Servicing Putnam and Bathtubs - Sewers -Toilets
Westchester County, New York, Basements +Sinks + Pools
as well as Litchfield and Fairfield Storm Drains - Outside Drains
Connecticut since 1975.

,INC.

TV Sewer & Pipeline

Over 40 years experience with Inspection Camera

RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL 3" to 12” Lines

and INDUSTRIAL service. High Pressure Sewer Jet
+ Pressure Cleans Pipes

»
o g ﬂappy 3” to 16” in Diameter
H to (2000 & 3000 PSI)
all our Triends!

www.electricsnakeanddrainny.com

1-800-479-7625

RS
wr

Same Family. Same Location. Since 1848.

}QDaII\LS Song ¢, @

= S %L DECKING

SIDING
MOLDING
SAWMILLING

HARDWARE “_
DOORS
WINDOWS
Il FLOORING

YELLOW SHED
ANTIQUES

' -‘. Items for Sale?

}; BUYING ONLY canus
B WE BUY: GOLD  STERLING SILVER /
f [JEWELRY ¢ COINS ¢ PAINTINGS * BRONZES * CLOCK f '
g COLLECTABLES * ANTIQUES * ETC

845 628 0362 50

' CALL FOR APPOINTMENT Years!

BE READY FOR
ANYTHING

WE’'RE READY TO SEE YOU. RIGHT NOW.

We know being sick takes a toll on your body, your finances, and your life—so the
next time a cold or flu visits you, visit us. We keep our center clean and sanitized
to ensure your safety.

We're open every day with extended hours to fit your schedule.
No appointments needed.

3379 Crompond Rd (in the BJs Plaza), Yorktown Heights NY
914.930.5550 | M-F 8AM-8PM, S-S 8AM-5PM
afcurgentcare.com/yorktown-heights
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ORNWOOD WINES & SPIRITS i
GREY GOOSE {BELVEDERE [ CHOPIN J

KETEL ONE MAKER'S MARK | JACK DANIELS  Opert Christimgs Eve ;
2 V?%IEA VODKA VODKA VODKA BOURBON BOURBON 9:30am - 6:00pm .

S 1751 emabes 1750 s%alans 1751 aty ATSL grals,  ATSL Closed Chyj
69 * 3 . ed Christmag Day |
$39 s 42! g

99\\ 'i 99- ] - " '¢$ 99 " ke 'i$
46 ‘%3 $39 : :§$4199 ‘%} 51 ‘%ﬁ 4799 Merry Christmas!

SINGLE MALT SCOTCH SALE 750 ML
§  SINGLETON 12YR $33.99

i| GLENMORANGIE 10YR $39.99

TALISKER 10YR $59.99
DALWHINNIE 15YR $64.99

JOHNNIE

1.75L

WALKER BLACK

BOURBON

750 ML

THE DALMORE 12YR $59.99  GLENLIVET 15YR $69.99 w $6999

5399 °

BOURBON
_ T50ML

DEWAR'S | JOHNNIE | ABSOLUT | SMIRNOFF | SVEDKA | JAMESON

€ <coTcH | WALKERRED | VODKA | VODKA | vobka | IRISH
N 1751 1.75L 1.75L 1.75L 1.75L WHISKEY

3 a9 e [ | agp | 5P

5% | 919 | g
JIMBEAM  MIONETTO CAKEBREAD SILVER OAK CAYMUS

: ; L CL T T
CABERNET $7499 ALEXANDER $6Q99 NAPASTIQY) HOOKS4499 COTES $4299 CABERNET $4499 B
f BOTREON  PROECO  apavavsey 147 onee 69 6n 19 M6 el W

750 ML 750 ML 750 ML 750 ML 750 ML 750 ML
/A

JOEL GOTT/ J: LOHR $4E'99 §44%9 BOGLE BOGLE SIM -
vl e L8/ o $15 MERLOT' 1 cHARDONNAY'S) cagerner 18 |
(ENDALL 64 gy STAGLEAP g9 f

8 750 ML
STAGS LEAP KIM
i WOODFORD 99 9
$6199 ARTEMIS $59 CHIANTI CRAWFORD$13 JACKSON WINERY
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SON VODKA
1.75L

SOBIESKI

VODKA
1.75L

MEZZA
CORONA
PINOT GRIGIO 1-5L

RUFFNO 9

RESERVE

i BOURBON
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CABERNET %— TAN

CLASE AZUL
REPOSADO
TEQUILA

MBAY DON JULIO CAVIT

SAPPHIRE GIN 1.75L PINOT
OR TANQUERAY GIN 1942,153,_”“ GRIGIO

MIX & MATCH. eual v 155L 1.5L

SALE ITEMS EXCLUDED $435% $39% *149% $429
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BLACK BOX 3L
ALL 750 ML BOTTLE $19.99
VEUVE CLICQUOT $49.99  MOET & CHANDON $39.99 SPIRIT PURCHASE

20% OFF
A CASE OF WINE

¢ LOCAL DELIVERY!
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WOODBRIDGE 1.5L | §
$11.99

VISA [

TAITTINGER $45.99
POL ROGER $42.99
PIPER HEIDSIECK $39.99
G.H. MUMM $39.99

TS (S

ROEDERER ESTATE BRUT $22.99

DEUTZ $44.99
LOUIS ROEDERER $49.99
MARTINI & ROSSI $12.99
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O
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-

Not valid on sale items.
May not be combined
with other offers.
with coupon only.
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oM VAN

YELLOWTAIL 1.5L
$11.99
BAREFOOT 1.5L
$11.99

LINDEMAN?’S 1.5L

\___ $999
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“Where Smart Shoppers Shop”

ARDSMART W@ndrld L, It's our policy to treat you like family
& GIFTS of Glﬁ?ﬁ . Auto,| Home | Business | Life

We Carry Toys, Local Artisan Gifts, Balloons, Candles, a4
¥ Jewelry, Picture Frames, Shawls, Gloves, Scarfs & Soaps — Happy Ho lidays !

Tovs!Tovst Tovs! | ‘Bl =P OFF F
(o]

One of a kind gifts from

EVERY CARD, EVERY DAY! ' (91 4) 631-7628
% local artisans, wedding, ! . . .
' baby, shower and 9 Including Gift Wrap, “ Ymy. - serwce@reymsurance.com

~ hostess gifts. Gift Bags and Invitations & &5 www.reyinsurance.com
2 Clark Place Mahopac 845-628 0300

B . *Monuments
- - - . BARRE
il geasons Markers
" PLUMBING » HEATING » WATER TREATMENT N Greetings 38 - Cemetery Lettering

f 845-278-0300 « fossatiplumbing.com | W @F  -LargeDisplay  Monuments
' *Fine Quality

i fi 83 East Main S
Let Fossati fix your potty & CALL FOR AN & East Main Street

. : ®ICaring for Famili
I R e Y e I | o7 75 veors  APPOINTMENT  “g45 855-1655

.~_ A Full-service, Family-owned and Operated, Llcensed and Insured Plumbing Company pe ?

i WE X% \ TR TR Sl 2 S R e QT

| ¢ SCHNEIDER ¢

FINANCIAL GROUP, LTD

ACCOUNTING - TAXES - FINANCIAL SERVICES
Schneider Financial is open to be a
Baloomo Cordon—Fo—— Home | resource for ourncommunlty. We are
15 Church Street & here to help with your questions
Carmel , NY i . . « . .
(845) BAL-2144 i  regarding individual, business and

Jonathan W. Garcia  Lic. Manager ; financial Changes and needs.

Our Family Facilities

Balsamo Funeral Home Harrison Funeral Home | ) 8 2 4 R _I_ 6
(718) 597-8380 (914) 835-0284 oute
Joseph J. Balsamo John R. Balsamo i

Lilz. Director Lic. Director i MO hOpGC

our friends
(Bronx, NY) (Harrison, NY) f

Info@sfg-l-cxescom .‘ andfamilies . ‘

MERRY CHRISTMAS  ff  Phone: (845) 628-5400

HAPPY NEW YEAR

With Trust.

The Balsamo Family e Securities offered through Cantella & Co., Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC. Cantella
and Co., Inc. does not provide tax, legal or accounting advice. This material has
]onathan W. Garcia S been prepared for informational purposes only, and is not intended to provide, and &8
&l should not be relied on for tax, legal or accounting advice. You should consult your
www.BalsamoCordovanoFuneralHome.com ' own tax, legal or accounting advisors before engaging in any transaction.
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L Merijy Cﬁrzstmas and. Happy Wew %r :

To all my Friends and Families from

t{/f ENES _ o Indulge Yourself and the Special People

0 SALON L& In Your Life with the Finest Chocolates!
% \nl A Belgian Chocolate Truffles, Custom Novelties,
Gift Certlg’gates Available 2 ¢ o ] Hot Chocolate Stirrers and Bombs

Call For Appointment L TN opiies and much, much, morel <. iheegin
(914) 245-6777 < | (s a Nl 914-769-0771
2012 Crompond RdYorktown Helghts,NY10598 Qrers a ';‘,.%,‘,’f‘s,a:’?(,am‘fg‘:‘,’.‘ e

& Happy Hohdays to Our ] [T
¥.r, Friends and Neighbors Th e G’ﬁ H ut S I
A ' £ RESTAURANT & PIZZERIA

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!

Christmas Eve - 10:00 - 3:00 « Christmas Day - Closed .
New Years Eve - 10:00 - 9:00 « New Years Day - 12:00 - 9:00
Puzzles for the

Whole Family = 914-769-6077
Shop in Store or Online at - g7 W Rose Hill Shopping Center g '
www. theglfthut com s et olr)gerl; 3:3% to 628 Columbus Avenue supply lgssues,
86 Main Street, Cold Spring, NY . gifthut06@aim.com « 845.297.3786 | &, iy Thornwood, NY 10594 ;;ttall;é ftems may g
Open Wednesday-Sunday . www.silviosrestaurant.com '
‘j Facebook. @theg'lfthutny Instagram the _g'lft_hut Al CLOSED MONDAYS

_. The Putnam-: 5 | G@I‘l@é‘:lé J ewelefés
§ Diner/Restaurant B ——= §Yorktown=—7

2600 Route 22, PatTerson, NY 12563 » 845-878-8000
OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 7am -10pm
Dine In or Take Out

Happy Holidays to All!

Breakfast Specials - starting at $5.95
Lunch Specials - starting at $7.95
Dinner Specials - starting at $14.95 Delicious bakery items g _
(complete Dinner) all done on premises!  f8 & *

Full Catering Menu _ - ’ ,., o ‘ -'

Private Parties Up To 30 People * Take Out And Home Catering

Fully stocked bar!

Holiday Hours
Plain Cheesecake $45 Pumpkin Pie $20 p- Monday - Saturday 10 am - 6 pm
Chocolate Cheesecake $50 Coconut Custard Pie $20 > Sundays until Christmas noon - 5
 Strawberry Cheesecake $50 Apple Pie **$24 8 Friday thru Thursday Dec. 17-23 10am - 7 pm
.\ Strawberry Shortcake $37 Cherry or Blueberry Pie **$24 Friday, Dec. 24 Christmas Eve 10 am - 5 pm
\Carrot Cake $35 Lemon Meringue Pie **$23 | Closed Christmas Day
hocolate Fudge Cake $35 Al pies baked in non '

ayer Cake $35 disposable pie pans require &
Chocolate Mouse Cake $37 a $5.00 refundable deposit™ & 39 Trlongle Cen’?e]r4Y§:<fO\?v?19qul gh ts, NY 10598 P
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Takmg Steps to Avoid - or Embrace - Steps

I can’t remember the last time I
climbed a flight of stairs.

For the past five years, I've been
happily ensconced in a one-level
home at Trump Park and, yes, I
probably haven’t climbed a flight
of stairs during all that time. My
generous waistline would attest to
that.

Prior to that I was climbing and
descending stairs all the time, living
in an 18th century home where
every day I would climb two flights
from my home office to the attic for
supplies or down to the basement
to attend to a temperamental boiler
and water heater.

Some people seek to avoid stairs
in their housing choices, especially
older citizens, preferring one-level living,
while others insist on having sleeping quarters
on a second level. The reasons for either
preference can be quite different.

When [ was very young, maybe five or six
years old, I had a recurring dream of tumbling
down an endless flight of steps, but they were
of arubbery consistency and I just bounced like
a ball the entire way. Maybe my subconscious
had absorbed the story my mother had told me
about how as a toddler I miraculously survived
a fall down the steps to a concrete basement
floor.

The experience never dampened my
enthusiasm for a beautiful staircase from the
time I discovered that I could enjoy a bumpy
ride down the bare wooden steps from our

s
-

By Bill Primavera

second floor.

When we moved from a two-
story row home in Philadelphia to
a ranch-style home in the South, I
remember, even as an eight-year-
old, that it seemed strange that
when it came time to climb to my
weary trundle bed, there were no
steps to climb. It just didn't feel
right that I was sleeping on the
same floor where I ate and played.
From my experience in real estate,
I've found that many people feel the
same way.

Let’s face it, steps are a necessity
in most housing situations. While
it may be easier to build a one-
story house, it makes more sense
economically to have two stories
rise above one foundation and tucked in under
one roof. Then, there is the argument for the
raised ranch, which is basically two stories
using a split staircase. The split-level also
involves steps, but not in one long run.

While early in my real estate career, I
thought that only senior homebuyers would
have a preference for avoiding steps, I found
many young buyers with the same avoidance
issue because they had young children and
were afraid either of children falling or being
too far removed if the master bedroom was on
the first floor.

For older buyers who prefer homes without
steps, many have mobility issues. The need
for level floors is inarguable. But assuming one
must live with stairs, is there any benefit to

Happy Holidays!

Miracle on 2010 Albany PIISI ﬂﬂﬂll'

Croton-on-Hudson, NY

Miracle Home Improvements

FINANCING OPTIONS FROM

GreenSk?

914%271% 9119

GuMasierElile

ROOFING « WINDOWS « SIDING « DOORS * DECKS
SEAMLESS GUTTERS « LEADERS

T

Huhur't& Hm Sniffen, ﬂwﬂm

WC. Lic. #10415H99  P.C. Lic. #1817 - YNK 307 - H-12519-07-23-00
www.miraclehomeimprovements.com

having them?

A set of stairs in the middle of the home
might be an annoyance for people who aren’t
used to them, but I have lived with them for
most of my life. There were times in New York
City when I have lived in four- and five-floor
walk-ups. In the country, I've lived in a two-
story home with laundry and storage in the
basement. I've looked at the stairs as part of
my exercise routine. In fact, the workout that
comes from regular stair climbing may help to
keep us young.

As a case in point, I think of my mother-
in-law. My wife was initially relieved when
her parents, upon retiring to Hyannis, Mass.,
selected a single-story bungalow to live in.
Her relief turned to irritation, however, on the
first visit. The house was indeed a single story

— with a basement. This dim lower level was
deeper than the first story of the house was
high, with a steep set of rough-sawn wooden
steps leading straight down into it. My petite
mother-in-law flew up and down those stairs
several times a day.

With every visit my wife would try to firmly
make some suggestion to her mother that she
not use the basement so often. But then she
would run off again, carrying down laundry,
bringing up line-dried linens, putting food into
storage or bringing up the good dishes for the
many parties she hosted. It drove my wife
crazy, but her mother lived to be nearly 92, and
she was able to keep using the stairs until her
last few years.

Even without the involuntary exercise
stairs give us, they also benefit homeowners
in other ways, whether by helping shape the
design of a home or a patio into a hilly property,
offering a means to build on a smaller parcel of
land or helping keep the bedrooms away from
the sounds — and kitchen smells — of the first
floor.

There is a George Gershwin song called “T'll
Build a Stairway to Paradise.” Notice that he
didn’t say he’d get there by just strolling across
to it on the same level or taking an elevator.

Bill Primavera is a realtor associated with
William Raveis Real Estate and founder of
Primavera Public Relations, Inc., the longest
running public relations agency in Westchester
(www.PrimaveraPR.com). 10 engage the services
of The Home Guru to market your home for sale,
call 914-522-2076.

Put Your mind 'at ease..: ol
Call us today!

(845) 621-8640
Fax: (845) 621-8639

Elder Law

Wills & Trusts
EstatePlanning

? Medicaid Planning
ardianships
Probates

625 Route 6
Mahopac, NY 10541
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Harckham Announces State Grant for New Castle Park Renovation

State Sen. Peter Harckham (D-Lewisboro)
announced this week that he was able to
secure $100,000 in state grant funding
for renovations and improvements to the
popular soccer fields at Amsterdam Park,
located on Hoags Cross Road in the Town of
New Castle.

“Parks and recreation areas are so
important for residents’ well-being,
especially as people look to be outdoors
more, and that means maintaining the
infrastructure is a must for these well-used
grounds and facilities,” Harckham said.
“The upgrades coming to the soccer fields
at Amsterdam Park will benefit community
members in so many ways, and I'm pleased
to have been able to partner with town
officials in getting improvements at the park
underway.”

Harckham made his surprise holiday
announcement during the Town Board’s
Dec. 14 meeting.

Amsterdam Park is home to two of the
Town of New Castle’s three soccer fields.
The fields serve as practice and home fields
for the youth soccer program, which serves
over 400 children between the ages of 8 and
14, and also for a smaller lacrosse program of
about 40 10- and 11-year-old players.

Because of heavy regular use of the fields
throughout the year, the turf has suffered
to the extent that one of the fields at
Amsterdam Park was deemed unusable and
needed to be closed off for athletic use after
a child tripped on an exposed sprinkler head
during a soccer match and was injured.

The town plans to use the state grant
funding to completely renovate the damaged
playing field at Amsterdam Park. The field
will be skinned and graded and fresh topsoil
will be installed to completely conceal
the recessed sprinkler heads and allow
proper drainage. Sod will then be installed
and allowed to set, so that the field will be
playable by late spring.

The awarded grant funding was secured
within the State and Municipal Facilities
Program (SAM), which is among the grant
programs administered by the Dormitory
Authority of the State of New York (DASNY)
to support community and economic
development.

“New Castle’s soccer fields at Amsterdam
Park are in desperate need of repair,” said
Supervisor Lisa Katz. “Thanks to Sen.
Harckham and this generous SAM grant,
the town will be able to repair and renovate
these heavily utilized fields so that our

é _ )
THE VILLAGE

BOOKSTORE

1070
EsT 1972

Come browse our selection of
hand-selected books,
unique cards and more!
Open seven days a week.

Ten Washington Ave., Pleasantville, NY
Across from the Burns Film Center

914.769.8322
staff@pleasantvillebooks.com

\_ J

youth soccer players and summer camp
participants will have safe fields on which
to play. It is always wonderful to see the
state enabling important infrastructure
improvements in our community.”

“Sen. Harckham has always gone to bat
for New Castle, both for our parks system
and for the greater good,” said Councilman
Jeremy Saland. “The facilities at Amsterdam
Park are a big asset to our town, and
maintaining the fields in their best condition
benefits all of our residents.”

State Sen. Peter Harckham, center, with New
Castle Town Board members, left to right, Lori
Morton, Supervisor Lisa Katz, Lauren Levin and
Jeremy Saland.

Senior Living Community

We are NOW offering service options such as housekeeping and
lunch and dinner with restaurant style dining. _
We are able to customize your retirement life here at a superior Value!

Tucked into a quaint historic town of Peekskill,

NY our community overlooks the Hudson
River, providing breathtaking views.

At Drum Hill we provide a caring
environment where each resident has
the opportunity to explore new activities
& discover new friendships. All while
enjoying the privacy of your own spacious
apartment equipped with a full kitchen!

You'll also find a secure living environment

in a service-enriched way of life.
It’s truly amazing!

Simply leave it all up to us!

Contact us to find out all that we offer!

90 RINGGOLD STREET
PEEKSKILL, NEW YORK 10566

Wishing you a joyous
holiday season with
peace & happiness in
the New Year!

914.788.8860
DRUMHILLSENIORLIVING.COM/EN
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WESTCHESTER’S DIGITAL NEWSMAGAZINE

Help Us Keep
Shining Our nght
On Local News

#GlVlngSeason

" Examiner+, a new digita newsmagazme delivering high-quality
reporting on news, issues, and lifestyle topics relevant to life in and
around Westchester, Putnam and the broader Hudson Valley.

Examiner+ offers in-depth, long-form reporting and insightful
commentary on critical newsworthy subjects, along with engaging
lifestyle articles and valuable service pieces.

* Reported and published with the style and sensibilities of a glossy,
feature-based magazine

* Published on the cutting-edge Substack platform

* Delivered in sections directly to your email inbox several times a
week and on Saturdays with a special weekend edition

SUBSCRIBE NOW TO LOCK IN HOLIDAY RATE!
OFFER EXPIRES AT MONTH'S END

www.Examiner-Plus.com
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Families Should Be Mindful of Alzheimer’s Warning Signs

Last year, the COVID-19 pandemic caused
many families to celebrate the holidays
remotely because of public health concerns.

As we return to more in-person
celebrations this year, cognitive or memory
changes in an elderly loved one may be
alarming and concerning.

Visiting aging loved ones after being apart
for so long might lead to the realization of
changes in behavior, physical health and new
expressions of memory loss or cognitive
decline. When starting to notice these
changes, there can be a variety of responses
and moments of uncertainty. Denial that
anything unusual is happening can be
tempting, and families often don’t know
where to turn.

As our loved ones age, we often attribute
memory loss to a normal part of aging,
although some behaviors or signs of cognitive
decline may result from something more
severe.

“Alzheimer’s is not a normal part of aging.
It is a progressive disease, in which the
symptoms gradually worsen over time,”
said Meg Boyce, vice president for programs
and services at the Alzheimer’s Association
Hudson Valley Chapter. “Ignoring signs of
cognitive impairment out of fear or denial can
lead to greater heartache and the possible
worsening of the situation.”

The Alzheimer’s Association Hudson
Valley Chapter encourages families to keep
the 10 warning signs of Alzheimer’s in mind:
* Memory changes that disrupt daily life,

such as forgetting important events.

e Challenges in planning or solving
problems, such as keeping track of
monthly bills.

* Difficulty completing familiar tasks, such
as driving to routine places.

* Confusion with time or place.

* Trouble understanding visual images and
spatial relationships.

* New problems with words in speaking or
writing.

* Misplacing things and being unable to
retrace steps, such as putting keys in the
freezer.

* Decreased or poor judgment, such
as giving large sums of money to
telemarketers.

*  Withdrawal from work or social activities
and forgetting how to work on a favorite
hobby.

* Changes in mood and personality, such as
becoming angry or fearful for seemingly
NO reason.

“The holidays revolve around traditions,
so if you are seeing someone struggling with
a familiar task, it’s important to reach out
to their health care providers,” Boyce said.
“Early diagnosis is crucial, as it gives the
person living with the disease and their family
more time to plan for the future, as well as the
opportunity to take advantage of some drugs
that can help manage symptoms in the early
stage.”

The Alzheimer’s Association typically sees
the number of calls to its 24-hour Helpline
(800-272-3900) increase during and after the
holidays when people visiting with friends

and family whom they haven’t seen in a while
become aware that something is different.
The helpline is an ideal place to find answers
and resources for additional assistance.

“Helpline calls often lead to local referrals
to our chapter for additional resources, such
as free education programs and personalized
family care consultations,” Boyce said.

The Alzheimer’s Association Hudson Valley
Chapter serves families living with dementia
in seven counties in New York, including
Duchess, Orange, Putnam, Rockland,
Sullivan, Ulster and Westchester. To learn
more about the programs and services offered
locally, visit alz.org/hudsonvalley.

Team Walk to Victory raised $76,345 for the 2021 Westchester Walk to End Alzheimer’s in October, the
most its members have ever raised for the organization and a record-breaking amount for a family
team. A majority of the money was raised at the team’s sixth annual Alzheimer’s Luncheon and Card
Party: “Take Me to Provence!” that was held at Brae Burn County Club on Oct. 14. This year's event
featured a theme of cards and luncheon tables outside, as well as raffles and 14 vendors.

THERE’S A WORD FOR IT
A vocabulary-building quiz

By Edward Goralski

Dickens of a Time. Charles Dickens is best known at this time of year as the author of “A Christ-
mas Carol.” But, “the man who invented Christmas” also penned other pieces that capture the
holiday spirt. “Christmas with Charles Dickens,” a new collection of seasonal stories, is the source

1.impudent (adj.)

4. impalpable (adj.)
A) not easily appeased

5. consequent (adj.)
A) ensuing

6. ennoble (v.)
A) to participate heartily

7. cross-grained (adj.)
A) not glorious

8. wormwood (n.)
A) an object of pity

for the quiz words this week. And to all, happy holidays!

A) not showing respect B) improvised
2. privation (n.)

A) a place of seclusion B) hardship
3. wend (v)

A) to diminish by use

B) escape an obligation

B) not believable

B) of the same nature

B) make something better

B) unsatisfactory

B) a source of bitterness

C) acting momentarily

C) private knowledge

C) meander

C) not easily comprehended

C) careful

C) set forth

C) stubbornly contrary

C) a cause of worry
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Mot yvour AAverage pet store

v’*“w

For all your pet needs

Aardvark Pet Supplies
has moved!

1016 Broadway
Thornwood, NY 10549

(914) 747-4848
E-mail: aarvarkpet@verizon.net

BUYING
COMIC BOOK

COLLECTIONS!

*Top Prices Paid!

30+ Years Experience!
Reliable & Local (W’chester/Putnam)

Call/Text: 917-699-2496
email: smileLP@aol.com

J.FJ. Fuel, Inc.

7 NN

(VALLEY O1L)

“We Deliver Comfort”

¢ Heating Oil-Commerical & Residential ¢ Diesel Fuel
¢ Full Oil Heating Service and Installations ¢ Oil Tank Installation and Removal
¢ Oil Tank Testing ¢ Full Environmental Services
* Serving Westchester County and The Bronx

707 Nepperhan Ave. ¢ Yonkers, NY
24 Hr. Tel (914) 965-5395 *Fax (914) 965-9752

www.jfjfuel.com
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EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds

Classified Ad Deadline
is Thursdays at 5pm for the
next week’s publication

To Place a Classified Ad
Call 914-864-0878 or e-mail
classifieds @theexaminernews.com

ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES

AUTO DONATIONS

MOST CASH PAID FOR
paintings, antiques, furniture,
silver, sculpture, jewelry books,
cameras, records, instruments,
coins, watches, gold, comics,
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL
AARON AT 914-235-0302

Drive Out Breast Cancer:
Donate a car today! The benefits
of donating your car or boat: Fast
Free Pickup - 24hr Response Tax
Deduction - Easy To Do! Call
24/7: 855-905-4755

BUYING/SELLING

EDUCATION / CAREER TRAIN-
ING

COMPUTER & ITTRAINING
PROGRAM! Train ONLINE to get
the skills to become a Computer
& Help Desk Professional now!
Grants and Scholarships available
for certain programs for qualified
applicants. Call CTI for details!

GOLD / SILVER WANTED

HIGHEST PRICE$ PAID -
Visit West- chester’s Top Buyer
for Gold, Silver, Diamonds, Coins
& Currency, Watches, Jewelry.
Licensed, Professional, No
Appointment Necessary.
Tuesdays-Saturdays 10am-
6pm, Mt. Kisco Gold & Silver,

**COMIC BOOKS WANTED!
TOP PRICES PAID!** 30 years
experience. Reliable and honest!
Call or Text: 917-699-2496, or
e-mail: smileLP@aol.com.

Find uson

[i Facebook

s " EXAMINER MEDIA

DENTAL insurance

from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

Call to get your FREE Information Kit

1-855-225-1434

Dental50PIlus.com/nypress

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefits
Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details about
this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer.
Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C2500Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P1500K; TN: P150TN). Rider
kinds: B438, B439 (GA: B439B).

6208-0721

Wheels For Wnshes

Make f‘—\ Wish
Northeast New York

s Your Car Donations Matter
NOW More Than Ever!

—d
+ Free Vehicle Pick Up ANYWHERE « 100% Tax Deductible
le& Running of Mot = Minimal To Na

‘L,g-cm (877) 798-9474

Buying diamonds, gold, silver,
all fine jewelry and watches, coins,
paintings, better furs, complete
estates. We simply pay more! Call
Barry 914-260-8783 or e-mail
Americabuying@aol.com

WheelsForWishes.org

GREAT
NORTHERN

CATSKILLS

oF GREENE COUNTY

New Year’s Eve Events

12/31 - New Year's Eve Dinner Party at
Riedlbauer’s Resort | Roundtop, NY

12/31 - A Celestial New Year's Eve at
Scribner’s Catskill Lodge + Prospect | Hunter, NY

12/31 - New Year’s Firework Display at
Windham Mountain | Windham, NY

See more at greatnortherncatskills.com/events

(844) 947-0192 (M-F 8am-6pm 139E Main Street. 914-244-
ET) 9500
TRAIN AT HOME TO DO HEALTH

MEDICAL BILLING! Become a
Medical Office Professional online
at CTI! Get Trained, Certified
& ready to work in months! Call
855-543-6440. (M-F 8am-6pm
ET)

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills
for $99. 100 pills for $150. FREE
shipping. Money back guaranteed!
1-855-579-8907

The Delightful Gift

Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 0z.)

Filet Mignon Burgers (5.3 0z.)
Boneless Chicken Breasts (1 Ib. pkg.)
Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)
Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 0z.)
Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 0z.)

jar Signature Seasoning (3.1 oz. jar)
FREE Filet Mignon Burgers (6.3 0z.)

65658PTN separately $223-93
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE 39999

Lo R N

Order Now! 1.844.615.2744 ask for 65658PTN
OmahaSteaks.com/TheGift1246

WE SPECIALIZE IN STAINLESS STEEL LINING SYSTEMS

Always Affordable Chimney Inc.

Much more than sweeping chimneys!

— 24 Hour Emergency Service —

Stainless Steel Chimney Relining/Caps
Expert Masonry Repairs

L]

. Full Camera "<
e Level |, Il and Ill Chimney Inspections

L]

L]

Inspections
MUST MENTION THIS <

YOUR APPOINTMENT TO
HONOR THIS PRIGING

BOILER FLUE CLEANING
Starting at *99 for residential;
call for commericial quotes

855-244-6880 * 516-830-0166

WWW. y com

Chimney Caps Supplied and Installed

GHIVINEY HOUSIN(();
Violations Corrected

MENTION AD FOR DISCOUNT

FIREPLACE CLEANING
Starting at °299

@)
o °7

Fully Licensed & Insured

‘m never

alane

Life Alert® is always
here for me.

One touch of a button
sends help fast, 24/7.

Life Alert
For a FREE brochure call:

1-800-404-9776

Batteries Never Need Charging.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate today. 15%
off and 0% financing for those who
qualify. PLUS Senior & Military
Discounts. Call 1-877-763-2379

Never Pay For Covered
Home Repairs Again! Complete
Care Home Warranty COVERS
ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND
APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK
FREE. $200.00 OFF + 2 FREE
Months! 866-440-6501

The Generac PWRcell, a
solar plus battery storage system.
SAVE money, reduce your reliance
on the grid, prepare for power
outages and power your home. Full
installation services available. $0
Down Financing Option. Request a
FREE, no obligation, quote today.
Call 888-871-0194

MISCELLANEOUS

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2
Year Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo
with 190 channels and 3 months
free premium movie channels!
Free next day installation! Call
888-508-5313

TV INTERNET PHONE

DISH TV $64.99 For 190
Channels + $14.95 High Speed
Internet. Free Installation, Smart
HD DVR Included, Free Voice
Remote. Some restrictions apply.
Promo Expires 1/21/22. 1-888-
609-9405

Get DIRECTV! ONLY $69.99/
month! 155 Channels & 1000s of
Shows/Movies On Demand (w/
SELECT All Included Package.)
PLUS Stream on Up to FIVE
Screens Simultaneously at No
Additional Cost. Call DIRECTV
1-888-534-6918

continued on page 26
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Westchester County, WCC Partner on Manufacturing Training Effort

As part of the county’s commitment to
growing the local advanced manufacturing
industry and ensuring companies have access
to qualified local talent, the Westchester
County Office of Economic Development
and Westchester Community College (WCC)
are pleased to announced a career training
program for advanced manufacturing.

The program assists individuals with little
or no prior manufacturing experience on the
path to a highly skilled, well-paying and in-
demand career.

“Westchester County is home to a diverse
advanced manufacturing industry which
makes a tremendous impact on our local
economy,” said County Executive George
Latimer. “This program will help to equip the
next generation of employees with valuable
skills and ensure our businesses have access
to the talent they need locally.”

PNW BOCES

Ellen Lane, the communications director
at Putnam Northern Westchester BOCES,
has been named the 2021 Communicator
of the Year by the New York School Public
Relations Association.

The award recognizes a school
communications professional who has been
a leader in strengthening relationships
between public schools and the students,
families and communities they serve.
A panel of out-of-state communications
experts chooses the honoree.

Since her arrival at BOCES in 2010,
Lane, who oversees a team of 18, has
embraced and pioneered 21st century
communications tools, bringing mobile
apps, digital communications, live-stream
captioning and live production video to
BOCES and the districts it serves. She has
also broadened the scope of the service
turning it into a one-stop shop for all of a
school district’s communications needs.

“Ellen is like the ‘MacGyver’ of
communications. Whatever is needed,
Ellen will make it happen,” said former
superintendent Valerie Henning-
Piedmonte, who worked with Lane in
the Brewster Central School District and
Hastings-on-Hudson Union Free School
District. “As a bonus, my own knowledge
and understanding about communications
was enriched by working with Ellen.”

Lane arrived at a time when school
districts were feeling the effects of the
2008 recession and money was tight.
She began by offering free workshops for
school leaders with titles such as “How
to Communicate on a Shoestring.” Lane
met school districts at their level, built
relationships and then respectfully led the
way to improved communications.

She found economical and effective ways
to raise a district’s profile and community
engagement, but also demonstrated
best practices that gave district leaders
something to which they could aspire.

“It’s important to be confident in your
expertise and the importance of your
role,” Lane said of what it takes to be a
successful  communications  director.
“School communications professionals
should not write curriculum and educators

Beginning a career in advanced
manufacturing does not require a college
degree. WCC’s program lets participants
earn a certification at their own pace
and provides education and mentorship.
Participants will learn skills to create
products using computers, robotics, 3D
printing and more, as well as master the
basics of safety, quality, manufacturing
processes and green production.

The program will also offer opportunities
to see first-hand how things work inside some
of Westchester’s advanced manufacturing
firms. Upon completion, participants will
hold a Manufacturing Skill Standards Council
(MSSC) CPT 4.0 Certification.

“WCC has been experiencing a surge in
enrollment by those who have chosen to
upskill and pursue job training in fields that
are, and will be, drivers of our economic re-

emergence,” said its President Dr. Belinda
Miles. “A WCC education serves as a
catalyst, preparing our students with the
skills and certifications they require to move
up the socioeconomic ladder and provide for
themselves and their families. This program
illustrates how WCC partners with local
industries to identify future workforce needs
and then prepare workers to fill those critical
roles.”

Of note, the National Association of
Manufacturers’ nonprofit and workforce
development partner, The Manufacturing
Institute, projects there will be 2.4 million
unfilled jobs across the manufacturing
industry by 2028. And the Office of
Advanced Manufacturing with the National
Institute of Standards and Technology, an
agency reporting to the U.S. Department of
Commerce, recently noted that roughly 75

percent of manufacturing jobs don’t require
a four-year college degree.

“The demand for qualified employees in
advanced manufacturing is growing,” said
Bridget Gibbons, the county’s director of
economic development. “This program is
a great way for people to learn about the
opportunities that exist in the industry and
become the candidate that many companies
are looking for. I encourage anyone who
likes technology, is curious about the way
products are manufactured and is looking to
start their next chapter of work to apply for
this program.”

Those who are interested can visit
WestchesterCatalyst.com/SignMeUp to be
notified when the enrollment period opens.
The Westchester County Office of Economic
Development will loan laptops to participants
who need them at no cost.

Official Named Communicator of the Year

NCW YORN SCHOOL FUBLIC BELATIONS AS SOCLATION
Achievement in
Educational Communications

SPECIALAWARD

Communicator
Of the Year

Ellen Lane

Director of Communications
Putnam Northern
Westchester BOCES

NYSPRA§

Ellen Lane, the communications director at Putnam Northern Westchester BOCES, was recently
recognized as the state’s top school communications professional.

should not write press releases. Be
respectful but firm when giving public
relations advice.”

Lane has worked diligently over the

years to assemble a strong team with deep,

broad expertise.
“She  has

and a mentor,”

been an inspiration
said Laura Belfiore,

The Pleasantville Farmers
Market, which is held outside at
Memorial Plaza year-round, will be
closed the next two Saturdays, Dec.
25 and Jan. 1. The winter market
will resume Jan. 8 and remain open
on Saturdays through Mar. 26 from 9
to 11:30 a.m.

Experience thelargest, year-round
farmers market in Westchester,
voted “Best of Westchester” 2014
to 2021, eight years in a row. Enjoy
abundant fresh produce along with a
diverse variety of meats, cheeses,

P’ville Farmers Market Closed Next
Two Saturdays

breads and prepared foods. Pre-
order and prepay with one click
on PFM-Online (PFM-0O), which
includes all vendors and products.
It’s quick, easy, safe and a great way
to support local agriculture and eat
healthy all winter. Most vendors
offer limited walk-up shopping, but
preorder to ensure you get what you
want.

Pleasenotethe marketisadog-free
environment. For more information,
visit  pleasantvillefarmersmarket.
org.

communications director in the Peekskill
City School District, in her letter of
support of the nomination.

In addition to her colleagues, several
area school district superintendents and
public relations professionals submitted
letters on Lane’s behalf. Hendrick Hudson
Central School District Superintendent
Joseph Hochreiter commended Lane for
her ability to lead the communications
function.

“I can count on Ellen and the service
to ensure that our district follows best
practices for school public relations
and uses the latest tools to reach our
stakeholders,” Hochreiter said. “Her
demeanor, confidence and resilience has
played a large role in my professional
success and the increasingly positive
reputation of our school district.”

“I was touched and delighted to receive
this award because I have so much respect
for my peers and the great work they are
doing all across New York,” Lane said.

The New York School Public
Relations Association is a nonprofit
membership organization that serves

school communications professionals and
administrators in New York State. For
more information, visit www.nyspra.org.
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My Favorite Culinary Encounters of 2021

As dining rooms across the
region began to reopen earlier
this year, I enjoyed many fine
culinary experiences. Here is
a short list of favorite dishes
and dining venues you should
not miss in 2022! Of course,
take-out is a good option, too.

Fogo de Chao

After a major renovation
to the landmark Bank of New
York building on Main and
Church streets in downtown
White Plains, Fogo de Chao,
a Brazilian steakhouse chain
with 40 restaurants across the U.S., Middle
East, Brazil and Mexico, premiered in this
sprawling space with its churrascaria BBQ.
It is a sparkling spot for drinks, giant market
table salad bar and waves of fire-roasted
meats served on skewers in the churrasco
style. If you've never experienced this type
of dining concept, make sure you bring a
hearty appetite.

Additions to the traditional meat offerings
include a fresh daily seafood selection, a
variety of fresh-made salads and a dramatic
bar and lounge where it’s Happy Hour all
day, every day. There is a bar menu and a
butcher shop for take-home.

Fogo de Chao is located at 235 Main St.
in White Plains. Info: www.fogodechao.com.

Maria

A  two-time winner of Michelin's
prestigious Bib Gourmet Award, brothers
Peter and Giovanni Cucullo have been
causing a stir in New Rochelle, drawing
patronage from all over the county to their
flavorful riff on Italian-global cooking.

Named after their mother, Maria has
become almost a regular haunt for me. Love
their Happy Hours from 3 to 7 p.m. when
they offer some favorite beverages and small
plates that are loaded with flavor. ] am hooked
on such eclectic dishes as glazed pork ribs,
truffled green beans, grilled sausage with
sweet and spicy Peruvian peppers, Mom’s
meatballs, cauliflower fritters and roasted
shishito peppers. Special mention must go
to their tender baby lamb chops.

The family also operates the bustling
Fratelli’s Pizza & Pasta and Pop’s Espresso
Bar on the same block.

Maria is located at 11 Huguenot St. in
New Rochelle. Take-out and delivery. Closed
Sundays. Info: 914-636-0006 or visit www.
marianewrochelle.com.

Trattoria Vivolo

Seasonal baccala, also referred to as salt
cod, is a traditional staple in many ethnic
kitchens, especially during the holiday
season. Chef and owner Dean Vivolo
prepares several versions, and one of my
favorites is baccala salad. Vivolo prepares it
fried or in a stew with potatoes.

His Paglia e Fieno con Funghi, was
also incredibly flavorful with its mix of
mushroom ragu, scallions, crispy prosciutto
and pecorino cheese. We enjoy it with a side
of tender broccoli rabe.

Vivolo and his friendly staff are on top
of their game. His robust regional Italian
cuisine is served out of a restored diner just
across from Harrison’s Metro-North station.
Sit at the counter, tuck into a booth or take
a table in the rear greenhouse and enjoy
the surprising contemporary and traditional

By Morris Gut

flavors:  tasty  thin-crusted
pizza; old-fashioned meatballs
and sausage; rabbit cacciatore;
crostino di polenta topped with
wild mushrooms, gorgonzola and
tomato sauce; lasagna Bolognese
al forno; and osso buco (tender
braised veal shank).

There’s a good wine list and
sparkling lights in the evening.
Open seven days. Free parking.

Trattoria Vivolo is located at
301 Halstead Ave. in Harrison.
Info: 914-835-6199 or visit www.

trattoriavivolo.com.

Macelleria Italian Steakhouse

This high-end Italian steakhouse with
locations in Pelham and Armonk just
premiered a third location in Greenwich
offering classic cuts of prime beef and
chops along with a hearty helping of Italian-
American specialties. Tony Lala and his
crew will take good care of you.

Be seated in the handsome dining room
with its warming stone hearth or bar and
lounge and peruse the menu over a glass
of wine. Enjoy diver scallops, steak tartare,
slabs of Canadian bacon, spaghetti carbonara,
pappardelle with short rib ragu, zuppa di
pesce and even a classic burger. Carnivores
should consider the lamb chops, veal chop,
New York strip steak or porterhouse for
two. Open seven days for lunch and dinner.

Macelleria is located at 111 Bedford Rd. in
Armonk. Info: 914-219-5728.

Freebird Kitchen and Bar

During my visits we have devoured fried
calamari, meaty racks of baby back ribs, Cobb
salad, spicy chicken wings, crispy Brussels
sprouts, shrimp and grits and braised short
ribs, too. The cooking here is very satisfying
and all done with a friendly Southern theme.
Portions are ample and shareable.

The lighting and those artsy birds hanging
from the ceiling in the dining room give it
a magical atmosphere. There is a seasonal
rooftop, Sunday night jam sessions and a
sprawling bar. Craft beers. Happy hours are
Tuesday to Thursday 4 to 6 p.m. and Friday
2 to 6 p.m.

Freebird is located at 161 Mamaroneck
Ave. in White Plains. Open Tuesday
through Sunday for lunch, dinner and
weekend brunch. Info: 914-

607-2476 or visit WwWw.
freebirdkitchenandbar.com.

Alex’s Bar & Grille

Proprietor Alex Ahmetaj
updated the menu at his
restaurant offering big cuts of
aged steaks and chops along
with generously served Northern Italian/
Continental fare. The handsome dining
room is split into cozy sections with white
tablecloths and colorful de Villeneuve
impressionist paintings. Mediterranean clay-
colored banquets and chairs complement
wooden walls and plush beige curtains.

Out of Chef Nick Deimant’s kitchen
come the pan-fried calamari with hot cherry
peppers; linguini alla vongole; classic veal
parmigiana; grilled filet mignon; New York
sirloin steak; a hefty rib-eye; or pork chops.
The house-made smooth ricotta cheesecake
is top notch, as are the cannoli.

Alex’s Bar & Grille is located at 577 N.
Broadway in North White Plains. Info: 914-

You can have delicious cannoli for dessert at
Alex’s Bar & Grille in North White Plains.

358-1444 or visit www.alexsharandgrille.
com.

MP Taverna

Celebrity chef Michael Psilakis brought
his Mediterranean culinary magic to
Westchester almost a decade ago. He is an
award-wining innovator, having enhanced
our knowledge of modern Greek-inspired
cuisine through his restaurants, cookbooks
and television appearances. Psilakis was
there on our visits tending to tables and
chatting with guests. We preferred the
handsome main dining room.

Share a platter of his superb grilled
octopus served with an herbal chickpea
salad and Greek yogurt. For main courses,
there’s an eight-ounce lamb burger served
with spicy whipped feta and a stuffed falafel
souvlaki wrapped in fresh pita with tzatziki,
onion, tomato, romaine and bell pepper. Both
dishes come with sides of signature smashed
potatoes. Portions are generous.

MP Taverna is located at 1 Bridge St. in
Irvington next to the Metro-North station.
Open daily. Free parking. Info: 914-231-7854
or visit www.mptaverna.com.

Gusto Pizza

David Masliah and chef Erwen Perez

of Encore have opened an
artisanal pizza shop next
to their popular bistro in
Larchmont. One taste of their
pies and your palate will fly off
to foodie heaven.

The imported wood-burning
pizza oven is named Victor,
after Masliah’s father, who

was a pizzaiolo in France for many years.
Have wines by the glass, appetizers, salads
and delicious individual pizzas such as the
Margherita (tomato, fresh mozzarella, fresh
basil) or the Pancetta (tomato, pancetta,
créme fraiche, onion, and mozzarella).

Enjoy the cozy and colorful setting. Open
seven days for lunch and dinner.

Gusto Pizza is located at 18 Chatsworth
Ave. in Larchmont. Info: 914-881-3466 or
visit www.gustopizzany.com.

Jack’s Bar & Restaurant

Marking their first year, Jack’s is the
new kid on the block — and a darn good one.
Owner Shane Clifford and his staff have been
drawing a fine crowd. The space has been

The mouth-watering tender baby lamb chops at
Maria in New Rochelle.

Gusto Pizza's counter and wood-burning oven
where visitors can enjoy a wide variety of
artisanal pizzas.

remodeled and offers an enhanced Irish-
American tavern menu on steroids.

Generous specialties coming out of
Chef Brendan Donohoe’s kitchen include
a refreshing harvest green salad; a double-
stacked smash burger; decadent short rib
mac ‘n’ cheese; Jack’s meatballs; seared
scallops; chicken curry; ‘shroom pizza out
of their wood-fired oven; the Berkshire
pork chop; and grilled lamb sliders. The staff
could not be more friendly.

Open daily. Indoor and outdoor seating.
TVs. Municipal parking is free in the
evenings.

Jack’s Bar & Restaurant is located at 219
Main St. in Eastchester. Info: 914-652-7650
or visit www.jackseastchester.com.

Follow current COVID-19 protocols and
stay safe!

Morris Gut is a restaurant wmarketing
consultant and former vestaurant trade
magazine editor. He has been tracking and
writing about the food and dining scene in
greater Westchester for 30 years. He may be
reached at 914-235-6591 or gutreactions@
optonline.net.
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Putnam Chorale Performs Holiday Concerts Before Sold-Out Crowds

On Dec. 3 and Dec. 5, the Putnam Chorale,
the sole community chorus in Putnam
County performed the complete Messiah
before sold-out audiences at St. Luke & St.
Andrew Episcopal Church in Beacon and the
First United Methodist Church in Brewster.

Under the artistic direction of composer
and Conductor Dr. Douglas Anderson, a
chorus of 46 singers and soloists Lianne
Gennaco, Helen Fanelli, David Gordon
and Fred Redd, accompanied by a 14-piece
orchestra, joyfully sang the entire 54-section
version of one of the best-known and most
frequently performed choral works in the
history of Western music.

The Messiah, composed by Handel in

1741, based on a text compiled by Charles
Jenner from Old Testament Psalms and New
Testament Gospel, spans the prophecy of
Christmas, the Crucifixion and Resurrection
and features the famous “Hallelujah” chorus.

Audiences at both concerts couldn’t
contain their enthusiasm, showering the
performers with standing ovations and
shouts of Bravo!

The Putnam Chorale has been
entertaining and educating Putnam and
Duchess County audiences continuously
since 1984. Two major concerts in
December and April of each year, plus a
rotating program of community events
offering open summer sings, ensemble
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Love Kids?

Ensure children are safe and learning

while their parents work, and prepare
them for success in school and life. There's
no career more important or rewarding!

There are a variety of child care jobs
available in Westchester. Some have
experience/education requirements,
others do not. And, you may qualify for
free training through your employer or
the Child Care Council of Westchester.

To see open jobs or upload your

resume/profile, scan the QR code.

wwww.childcarewestchester.org

C Child Care Council
of Westchester, Inc.

fRCRE]in

performances at various local living centers
and historic sites, a Christmas program at
Boscobel and Walter Brewster House and
the America Through Song Summer lawn
concerts, offer local singers of all experience
levels the opportunity to enrich their lives
through music and provides the community
with compelling, unrivaled performances
not available outside major city venues.
There is also the fascinating education about
the music, which is provided by Anderson
during each concert.

Videos of the chorale’s performances

appear weekly on local public access
channels

The Putnam Chorale always welcomes
new singers. Auditions are not required.
Rehearsals for next spring’s performance of
opera choruses begin Monday, Jan. 3 at 6:45
p.m. at the First United Methodist Church
on Main Street in Brewster. All experienced
singers at all levels are cordially invited to
join.

For more information,
putnamchorale.org.

visit  wWww.

Rising Star

Netra Easwaran, a Horace Greeley
High School junior, joins some
of the best young artists in the
United States after being honored
by YoungArts, an organization that
identifies and nurtures visual, literary
and performing artists 15 to 18 years
old. Easwaran was recognized in
dance for a 2022 award. A complete
list of the winners is available at
youngarts.org/winners.

—_—

Opportunity is" Knockin’!

New York Press Association

FOUNDATION

ARE YOU A COLLEGE STUDENT?
Do YOU KNOW A COLLEGE STUDENT WHO WANTS TO EARN $2,600 THIS SUMMER?
Paid Summer Internship Positions Available

The New York Press Association Foundation is sponsoring a
paid summer internship at this newspaper for a qualified journalism student.

Any student currently enrolled in a recognized journalism program is eligible to compete for an internship with a
net $2,600 stipend provided by NYPA. Applicants must attend college during the 2022-2023 academic year.

Don’t delay! Application deadline is March 1, 2022.

Apply by contacting Publisher Adam Stone
at astone@theexaminernews.com
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€+

By Adam Stone

You are reading
this  week’s  print
edition excerpt of Examiner+,
a digital newsmagazine serving
Westchester, Putnam, and the
surrounding Hudson Valley. Need
to subscribe — or upgrade your
Examiner+ subscription to enjoy
Sull access to all of our premium
digital ~ content? Visit www.
examiner-plus.com

The youth softhall player
cuts the shape of a young pro,
strutting to the on-deck circle
with quiet confidence, twirling
her bat for fun with the ease and
dexterity of a baton artist. She
unleashes a series of fierce and
fluid practice swings.

Sporting a muddied red and
white jersey with black pants,
glistening from a day of sweaty
game action, she sprints around
the sun-soaked bases with
studied precision, = skillfully

Father (Thinks He) Knows Best

For this Westchester dad (and Examiner’s Publisher), putting trust in his parental

nicking the corner of each bag,
hustling around the diamond with
the intensity of an inmate running
a jailbreak dash. Patrolling
centerfield, knees bent in perfect
ready position, she glides to
flyballs in the gap, comfortably
catching the yellow orb rocketed
her way. All familiar sights.

What made this spring of
2021 softball afternoon different,
however, was what I saw that
day when studying the lithe,
athletic beauty flashing her on-
field skills at her final Fox Lane
Middle school softball game. I
saw a young adult who was done
with life dominated and defined
by softhall. She just didn’t know
it yet.

Call it a father’s intuition, call
it a subtle look I saw in her eyes,

Visit examiner-plus.com and
join our digital newsmagazine
community as a member
to read the full version
of this article and others
like it!

but I knew it was an issue that
needed to be addressed, despite
positive outward appearances.
Sometimes you love someone so
much that you know something
about them that they don’t
yet consciously know about
themselves.

Here in Westchester County,
we're all too familiar with parents
who lovingly but misguidedly
apply all manner of unnecessary
pressure on their kids, in the
classroom and out on the ball
field. Highly competitive youth
sports deliver uniquely wonderful
benefits to kids, especially
team sports. Those benefits are
sometimes counteracted by well-
intentioned parents who lose
sight of what matters and begin to
rely on the athletic achievements
of their kids to fulfill their egos
and social lives. It is also true
that feeling a sense of pride and
generating a sense of community
through youth sports can and
usually is achieved in healthy
doses, despite what naysayers

might insist. But, in my case, I
started to wonder ...

10 read the rest of this article,
and others like it, visit examiner-
plus.com and click subscribe. We

instincts proved to be music to his ears, in more ways than one.

hope you’ve emjoyed this week’s
excerpt from Examiner+. We
love honest feedback. Tell us
what you think: examinerplus@
theexaminernews.com

ARE YOU A SAFE DRIVER?
A RESPONSIBLE HOMEOWNER?

Let our agency tell you about the AARP® Auto &
Homeowners Insurance Program from The Hartford.

As your local Hartford independent agency, we can show
all the advantages, including:

e Average savings of $404* for drivers who switch.
 “Bundling” discounts for insuring your home and cars.

you

AARP

Auto & Home Insurance
Program from

THE
HARTFORD

e Friendly service from our local office.

Get your FREE no-obligation quote today!

845-278-7070

FEEHAN BROTHERS INS AGENCY, LLC
2350 ROUTE 6
BREWSTER, NY 10509

Matthew Feehan

Owner
MattF@Feehanlnsurance.com
www.Feehanlnsurance.com

*Savings amounts are based on information from The Hartford’s AARP Auto Insurance Auto Insurance Program customer who became new auto insurance policyholders between 7/1/13 and 6/30/14 through the traditional
AARP Auto Insurance Program and provided data regarding their savings. Authorized agents can also provide coverage under this Program. Your savings may vary.

The AARP Automobile & Homeowners Insurance Program from The Hartford is underwritten by Hartford Fire Insurance Company and its affiliates, One Hartford Plaza, Hartford CT 06155. CA license number 5152. In
Washington, the Auto Program is underwritten by Trumbull Insurance Company. The Home Program is underwritten by Hartford Underwriters Insurance Company. AARP does not employ or endorse agents or brokers. AARP
and its affiliates are not insurers. Paid endorsement. The Hartford pays royalty fees to AARP for the use of its intellectual property. These fees are used for the general purposes of AARP. AARP membership is required for
Program eligibility in most states. Applicants are individually underwritten and some may not qualify. Specific features, credits, and discounts may vary and may not be available in all states in accordance with state filings
and applicable law. You have the option of purchasing a policy directly from The Hartford. Your price, however, could vary, and you will not have the advice, counsel or services of your independent agent.
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Homemade Holiday Delights That Are Guaranteed to Butter Anyone Up

As we find ourselves surrounded by an
abundance of this year’s must-have items,
our shopping lists are often dictated by retail
experts all claiming to offer the ultimate gift-
giving guide.

But there’s no need to spend a fortune
or face the aggravation of competing with
crowds for sold-out products. Sometimes,
the most rich and memorable gifts can be
created in the kitchen.

To put a touch of finesse on your sweet
treats, take a cue from the experts and use

Plugrd butter, which professional pastry
chefs prefer because of its slow-churn and
extra creaminess. Unlike other butters,
Plugrd uses the right balance of specially
selected cream and butterfat, resulting in a
texture that harmoniously bends and blends
to help craft homemade, confectionary
masterpieces.

Using the finest ingredients, Plugréd’s
executive chef, Linda Hall, developed a
decadent brownie recipe that’s certain to
spice up gift-giving.

Prep Time: 10 Minutes
Cook Time: 30 Minutes
Servings: 24

Ingredients

* 5 ounces unsweetened chocolate

* 10 tablespoons Plugra European Style

Butter, unsalted

4 large eggs

2 cups sugar

1 1/4 cups all-purpose flour

1 tablespoon ground Saigon cinnamon

from the Spice House

* 1/4 teaspoon kosher salt

* 1/4 teaspoon chipotle powder or
cayenne pepper

* 2 teaspoons Nielsen-Massey
Madagascar Bourbon Pure Vanilla
Extract

* 6 ounces Valrhona Manjari 64% Dark
Chocolate, chopped

Mexican Hot Chocolate Brownies

Instructions

1. Preheat the oven to 350 E Line a 9-by-
13-inch square pan with parchment
paper or aluminum foil and spray with
non-stick cooking spray.

2. Place the unsweetened chocolate and

butter in a large, microwave safe bowl.

Microwave on high for three minutes,

stirring every 30 seconds or until

melted.

Stir in the sugar until well blended.

Beat in the eggs.

Stir in the remaining ingredients until

just blended.

6. Spread the batter on the prepared pan
and bake for 25 to 30 minutes. Check
for doneness by inserting a toothpick
into the center of the pan to see if it
comes out clean.
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“Nothing says indulgence like a gooey,
chocolaty brownie; however, most people
have been there, done that,” Hall said.
“This year, dial it up a notch by adding
spices and flavors that evoke warmth and
coziness. My recipe is reminiscent of a
hot cup of Mexican hot chocolate that has
cinnamon and vanilla notes.”

To get you inspired this season, Plugra
partnered with other premium ingredients
brands to create a brownie with better
results. The Mexican Hot Chocolate
Brownies recipe below embraces a savory
note produced by Spice House’s strongest

and sweetest Vietnamese “Saigon”
cinnamon, along with a kick of chipotle
pepper.

The decadent flavor is also emphasized
by using fair and sustainable Manjari dark
chocolate from leading chocolate brand,
Valrhona, in addition to Nielsen-Massey
Madagascar Bourbon Pure Vanilla Extract,
which uses premium, hand-selected beans
and a slow extraction process to produce
the richest tasting vanilla. Additional
holiday recipes can be found by visiting
plugra.com/recipes.

Holiday Activities to Consider With the Children

Local museums and arts groups
will offer four in-person events during
the holidays when children are not in

school.
The events range from holiday
favorites like “The Nutcracker”

to story time in the Hudson River
Museum’s planetarium.

“The arts don’t take a break
during the holidays, which we can all
enjoy activities safely and happily by
observing proper face-mask protocols,”
said Janet Langsam, ArtsWestchester’s
CEO. “Our member organizations
know that local families rely on them
for entertainment and enrichment.
Some of these holiday traditions, such
as “The Nutcracker,” help children
form memories that last a lifetime.”

Contact the presenting arts groups
ahead of time in case changing health
rules cause event postponement or

cancellation.  Scheduled activities
during the last week of the year
include:

Dec. 27: Mr. Dickens Tells a
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Christmas
Mansion Museum, Pelham.

“Mr. Dickens Tells a Christmas
Carol”  re-creates the famous
performance tour by Charles Dickens
in 1867 with his classic tale bringing
the travails of Ebenezer Scrooge, Bob
Cratchit and Tiny Tim alive. Taken

from the original script, actor Michael
Muldoon plays Charles Dickens
and tells the well-loved story in the
beautifully decorated double parlors
of the mansion meeting the different
spirits and characters. Info: 718-885-
1461

Dec. 28: “The
Drosselmeyer’s Workshop,”
Wainwright House, Rye.

The Carole Alexis Ballet Theatre/
Ballet des Amériques returns to the
Wainwright House through Dec. 28.
Info: 914-967-6080

Jan. 1: The Great Holiday Train
Show, New Castle Historical Society,
Chappaqua.

The display will feature numerous
vintage train sets, one dating back 100
years, running throughout the festively
decorated rooms of the Horace Greeley
House for the holidays. Children and
adults alike can experience the magic
of these heirloom items as they watch
trains travel through such backdrops
as a Bavarian countryside scene, the

Nutcracker:

The

Rip Roaring 20’s, or ride the rails with
the rugged Jesse James Gang, and then
take it East to the New York Central....
and more!

Admission to this special event is
$10 for members and $15 for non-
members. Children eight years old and
under are $8. Tickets can be purchased
online at www.newcastlehs.org/events.
Info: 914-238-4666.

Jan. 1: The Girl Who Walked
Upside Down, Hudson River Museum,
Yonkers.

A tale of a girl who arrived one spring
day, after a storm, walking upside down
upon the rainbow. She has a unique
way of looking at things, in particular
the sky, and an affection for the moon
and stars.

Recommended for ages four to seven
years old. It’s a 33-minute show plus
Q&A. Capacity is currently limited to
60 seats per show. Masks are required
in the planetarium until further notice.
Advance reservations are strongly
encouraged. Info: 914-963-4550.

Advertise in The Examiner -

advertising@theexaminernews.com
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Look at Wine ‘Truths’ - Myths

In this age of media
frenzy, our cravings
for real-time news
and our blind faith in
the plethora of social
media outlets has
created a society of
information-hungry

individuals where
By Nick Antonaccio  “first to  report”
supersedes  vetted

information time and time again.

To make matters worse, misinformation,
whether inadvertent or intentional, can grab
a foothold and become de facto truth by the
mere passage of time — or the number of
likes.

The media world of wine falls into this
category.

In past columns, I've
addressed a number of wine-
related “facts” to determine
their veracity. My goal
was to demystify subjects
as diverse as whether
screwcaps are good or bad
(good), whether an open full
bottle allows wine to breathe
sufficiently (no), if sniffing a
cork provides an indication
of its quality (no) and if the word “Reserve”
on a bottle label indicates a higher quality
wine (maybe).

Herewith is another installment in my
series on wine “truths” that have been
questioned by readers. Myth or fact?

You Heard It
Through the

(rapevine

Whether one relies on word of mouth or
the media, there are conflicting — mostly
anecdotal — wine-related accounts that, in
my opinion, warrant clarification.

This week’s myth buster subject: Always
use cheap wine when cooking.

Wrong.

A good cook knows that the best
ingredients make for a superior dish. You
don’t use industrial grade olive oil for your
favorite recipe, you use extra virgin olive oil.
Similarly, you shouldn’t cook with a mass-
produced generic wine.

The reason for adding wine to a recipe is to
enhance its aroma, to create a new flavor or
to add a unique component to a sauce. Cheap
wine is generally too light in aroma or flavor
for these tasks. My rule of thumb: If the
wine is nondescript in your glass, it won't
be magically transformed
in your cooking pan. Select
a wine that has a distinct
and noticeable aroma and/
or flavor.

For your original or
personalized recipes, the
wine should fit the overall
profile you are attempting
to achieve for a particular
dish. Alternatively, certain
third-party recipes (from books, television
or the internet) call for a “dry wine.” This is
a carryover from a long-gone era when many
wines were overly sweet or enhanced with
salt or sugar — certainly not for cooking that
$35-per-pound wild Pacific King Salmon.

HEATING OIL ON DEMAND

914.737.7769

CALL US TODAY AND SAVE!

The Consumers Choice
CIO. D.@I L for Discount Heating Oil!

SAVE WITH ouR
lowc.on.

PRICES!

« No Contracts or Commitments
« Oil Burner Service/Tune-ups

« Quality Heating Oil

« Senior Citizen & Volume Discounts
« Expert Burner Service

« A/C Tune-ups

« Price Matching (Restrictions apply)

Order online at: www.codoil.com

Celebrate Christmas at the
First Congregational Church
in Chappaqua

Our Christmas Eve Service at 3:00 pm

Come and join us as we celebrate this most wonderful part of our
Church year. Come and welcome the Christ child with voices raised
in song and hearts filled with joy. Mask are required and windows

and doors will be open, so dress accordingly.

210 Drchard Ridge Road, Chappaqua  fec-chappagua.org
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‘...there are
conflicting — mostly
anecdotal — wine-
related accounts
that, in my opinion,
warrant clarification.’

In today’s sophisticated world of wine, a
dry wine may be a French Chardonnay for a
simple chicken dish or a citrusy Sauvignon
Blanc for a basic seafood sauce. It may be a
Syrah for a pot roast or a Cabernet Sauvignon
for a robust sauce to accompany medallions
of filet mignon.

Stay away from bottle labels that
identify the contents as “cooking wine.”
These industrial wines bear only a minor
resemblance to a wine you would pour for
your personal consumption.

Another rule of thumb I follow: Pour the
same wine into the sauté pan as you will
pour at the dinner table with your completed
dish.

Yet one more rule of thumb: Sipping a
bit of that same wine while you are cooking
helps you get through the stove-side rigor of
attempting to be a gourmet chef.

And speaking of alcohol, the general
assumption is that the alcohol in wine “cooks

off” in the pan. Not so. A typical sauté or
baking recipe calls for five to 15 minutes
of cooking time after wine has been added.
Scientific testing has shown that up to 40
percent of a wine’s alcohol is still present
after 15 minutes of cooking. An additional
5 percent dissipates for each subsequent
15-minute period.

Whether for significant or trivial matters,
my mantra has become to question
everything I read or hear. I welcome the
opportunity to vet your questions on wine-
related “truths.”

Nick Antonaccio is a 45-year Pleasantville
resident. For over 25 years, he has conducted
wine tastings and lectures. Nick is a member
and program director of the Wine Media Guild
of wine journalists. He also offers personalized
wine tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s
credo: continuous experimenting results in
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at
nantonaccio @theexaminernews.com orv on
Twitter @sharingwine.

Bethel Springvale Inn

Westchester’s Best Value in Assisted Living

WINTER SPECIAL

3" month rent free

Call Jonathan at

914-739-4404 X 2204

Comeinifrom the cold to our warm,
inviting community

*

® 24 hour on site nursing

e Restaurant style meals

® Events, activities and more

914-739-4404 — Bethelwell.org

Bethel Springvale Inn Assisted Living offers:

Personal Emergency Response System

Personalized care levels for your comfort & safety

62 Springvale Road, Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520

SETHEL SPRINGVALE INN

AN ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNITY
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. HUDSON VALLEY’S DIGITAL NEWSMAGAZINE

HelprsKeep
Shining Our Light
On Local News

#GivingSeason

+

" Examiner+, a new digital newsmagazine d
reporting on news, issues, and lifestyle topics relevant to life in and
around Westchester, Putnam and the broader Hudson Valley.

Examiner+ offers in-depth, long-form reporting and insightful
commentary on critical newsworthy subjects, along with engaging
lifestyle articles and valuable service pieces.

» Reported and published with the style and sensibilities of a glossy,
feature-based magazine

» Published on the cutting-edge Substack platform

* Delivered in sections directly to your email inbox several times a
week and on Saturdays with a special weekend edition

SUBSCRIBE NOW TO LOCK IN HOLIDAY RATE!
OFFER EXPIRES AT MONTH'S END

www.Examiner-Plus.com






