
By Rick Pezzullo

Brewster High School junior Franceska 
Drejaj will represent Putnam County on the 
New York State Governor’s Youth Council. 

The Youth Council gives young people a 
voice on important issues, ensuring that the 
governor and other policymakers hear their 
opinions. Every county in New York State 
has a youth representative who works with 
other youth from surrounding counties. 

Drejaj was overjoyed when she found out 
she had been chosen to represent Putnam 
County.

“I think it was the most rewarding feeling 
I’ve ever had,” she said. “To know that I was 
chosen to represent my county on a state 
level was, and still is, such a great honor. 
It’s an opportunity that few kids get, so I 
truly felt like the luckiest 16-year-old in the 
world.”

Every few months, the Youth Council 
is tasked with considering specific issues 
facing policymakers. Normally, the proposals 
are presented in front of an audience, but, 
due to COVID restrictions, they currently 
record their proposal and send it to the state 
for approval and overview. Drejaj’s first 
meeting as part of the Youth Council took 
place over Zoom in late August.

“I’ve had a passion for politics and our 
governmental system since sixth grade, 
and it’s been what I wanted to pursue ever 

since,” Drejaj said. “This was an amazing 
opportunity for me to finally experience a 
taste of what I could be doing when I finish 
college and pursue my political dreams. I’m 
really looking forward to being an advocate 
for the youth of this county.”

Drejaj learned about the Council through 
the Putnam County Youth Court, a court 
diversion program in which volunteers hear 
the cases of first-time offenders between the 
ages of seven and 17. An official with the 
program told her about the Youth Council 
and recommended her for it.

By Rick Pezzullo

Putnam County Sheriff Robert Langley is 
refuting charges from his election opponent 
that he secretly recorded a phone call 
with a local supervisor and then used the 
conversation in his political campaign.

At a press conference on Oct. 15, Kevin 
McConville, who is looking to unseat 
Langley on Nov. 2, called on the Putnam 
County District Attorney’s Office and New 
York State Attorney General to investigate 
the sheriff for alleged criminal misconduct 
relating to a call sometime in the summer 

with Carmel Supervisor Ken Schmitt.
McConville maintained Langley used a 

county-issued cell phone on the 18-minute 
call with Schmitt to discuss the election 
and potential employment as a reward for 
political support.

“The subject matter of the call was 
entirely political in nature, and did not 
involve the business of the Sheriff’s Office, 

or county or town government, in any way,” 
McConville stated. 

The recording of the call was later 
obtained under the Freedom of Information 
Law (FOIL).

“Langley could have hung up immediately 
after hearing from Schmitt that the call was 
political in nature, and Langley could have 
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Supporting a Superhero 
Teacher in Brewster

Teachers, staff and administrators at John F. Kennedy Elementary School 
(JFK) in the Brewster School District dressed in pink on Superhero Day 
during Spirit Week to show support for teacher Megan Gersch, who was 
diagnosed with breast cancer in 2019 and recently found out it returned. 
“To say I am touched is an absolute understatement,” Gersch said. 
“These are the times that Brewster shines. When someone is in a dark 
time, the district always pulls together and spreads love and light. The 
BCSD Community has wrapped its arms around me and supported me 
through it all. It has taken loads of stress and worry off of my shoulders.”

continued on page 2
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By Rick Pezzullo

The New York State Association of County 
Health Officials has recognized Putnam 
County Health Commissioner Michael J. 
Nesheiwat, MD, for his leadership during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Dr. Nesheiwat was also honored 
for his dedication to public health and 
outstanding service to the community 
during NYSACHO’s Annual Public Health 
Leadership Conference in October. 

“I’m glad to learn that Dr. Nesheiwat 
got the recognition from his peers that he 
so greatly deserved,” County Executive 
MaryEllen Odell said. “He and his staff 
worked non-stop to successfully protect our 
county residents from an unknown public 
health threat. His guidance and expertise 
were invaluable during a very difficult time.”

While grateful for the acknowledgement, 
Dr. Nesheiwat said: “It’s all about teamwork.”

He wrote an email to his staff noting that 
the recognition really belonged to the entire 
Putnam County Department of Health, and 
that when he accepted the award, he did so 
on their behalf.

“During the height of the COVID–19 
pandemic, and continuing today, you 
each proceed to be such an integral part 
in Putnam’s response to the pandemic,” 
Nesheiwat wrote. “While conducting your 

everyday regular county duties, that protect 
and ensure the health and safety of Putnam 
County residents, you also investigated 
cases, conducted COVID tracing and ran 
highly efficient and successful vaccine 
PODS.”

By Rick Pezzullo

Putnam County Executive MaryEllen 
Odell presented a $167.1 million proposed 
2022 county budget to the Legislature 
earlier this month at the Putnam County 
Courthouse in Carmel.

The budget, which is within the New 
York State property tax cap, includes an 
increase of $3.8 million or 2.3% over the 
2021 budget.

“This budget proposal respects the 
taxpayer, meets the needs of our employees 
and retirees and includes a 4% increase 
to the outside agencies such as libraries, 
museums, the arts and Cooperative 
Extension that enhance the quality of life 
in Putnam County,” Odell said. “Last year, 
during the height of the covid crisis, these 
agencies received no increase in funding 
and yet still worked hard to provide the 
services that our residents expect and 

deserve. We thank them for their service.”
If the proposed budget is approved 

by the Legislature, the average county 
homeowner whose property is assessed 
at $351,000 will pay $1,175 in county 
property taxes, an increase of $26.

The 2022 budget proposal anticipates 
$65 million in sales tax revenue, a 
conservative estimate that takes into 
account the uncertainties of a national 
economy hit by supply chain challenges 
and inflation.

The Legislature is expected to vote on a 
final 2022 budget by November. 

“Providing budgets that are on time 
and in compliance with the state tax cap, 
combined with careful spending, has 
put the taxpayer first and kept Putnam 
County fiscally strong for the decade of 
my tenure,” Odell said. “We plan to do this 
again next year.”
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Langley Refutes Charges of 
Secretly Taping Phone Call
called back Schmitt on a personal phone 
outside on his personal time. But Langley 
stayed on this political call for almost 19 
minutes using his taxpayer-funded office, his 
taxpayer-funded phone, and taxpayer-funded 
recording equipment to gather campaign 
material,” McConville said.

On his Facebook page Oct. 16, Langley 
dismissed McConville’s claims.

“I find it a little hilarious in saying that I 
recorded those phone calls. The Sheriff’s 
Office records phone calls. I don’t record 
the calls,” Langley remarked during an 

unspecified event. “There is nothing here 
other than a normal, standard operating 
procedure. All law enforcement records 
phone calls. It’s nothing new.”

Langley further explained the phone 
call was obtained legally through FOIL by 
a resident in Putnam County looking for 
information on another matter.

“I follow the law. If you respect the rule 
of law, you release it. If you have no respect 
for the rule of law, then you hold it back and 
violate the law,” he said. “I complied with a 
FOIL request through our office. That’s how 
the information got out there. It wasn’t put 
out there. It wasn’t given away.”

continued from page 1

Michael J. Nesheiwat, MD
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By Martin Wilbur

The first month of weekly COVID-19 
testing of students, teachers and staff in 
Westchester’s schools designed to avoid 
shutdowns have yielded a miniscule fraction 
of positive cases.

County Health Commissioner Dr. Sherlita 
Amler and First Deputy Commissioner 
Renee Recchia reported that there were 22 
positive cases from the first 22,000 tests 
administered. The program started the week 
of Sept. 20.

“So by doing surveillance screenings, 
we may be able to identify people who are 
asymptomatic positive individuals who would 
be able to spread this disease, find them, 
isolate them, get them out of the classroom, 
and by doing that, prevent spread so we 
don’t have large, disruptive quarantines that 
occur in schools,” Amler said.

Last school year, some districts were 
forced to shutter their buildings once the 
fall and winter COVID spike struck, leading 
some angry parents arguing that their 
children were falling behind because online 
learning was inferior.

Under the testing program, participating 
schools initially tested their entire student 
body and staff during the first week, then 
may test up to 20 percent of their population 
each ensuing week. Teachers who are 
unvaccinated are mandated to be tested 
weekly, but not students who are old enough 
to receive vaccines.

Only two or three districts opted out 
of the program, but they are getting their 
testing completed through other means, 
Recchia said.

What has been helpful is that two of the 
three outfits that are conducting the tests 
use the PCR saliva test where an individual 
spits into a vial. The third testing company 
swabs the inside of a person’s check, Amler 
explained. Participation might have been 
lower had the test required the nasal swab.

 “(Parents) have concerns about putting 
their children through that, and so the good 
news is that’s not done,” Amler said.

County Executive George Latimer 
said the testing program is key to keeping 
schools open this year to the greatest extent 
possible.

“We know that children don’t perform 
as well with remote learning or hybrid 
learning,” Latimer said. “In-class learning 
is the best possible way to do this, so we’re 
committed to do that but we’re committed 
to do it in a way that’s intelligent and 
pragmatic.”

The testing program is being paid for by 
$15 million in federal funding, Recchia said. 
It was estimated that if there was maximum 
weekly participation, the funding for the 
tests would be used up by the end of the 
calendar year, she said. However, it appears 
the districts will be able to get through 
nearly the entire school year.

COVID Case Decline Continues
The trend in the steady reduction 

in Westchester COVID-19 cases have 
continued over the past couple of weeks 
as the county has reached a 90 percent 
vaccination level during the past week, 
Latimer said.

As of Sunday, there were about 1,350 
active cases, now just under half the number 

of the late August peak and more than 300 
less than two weeks earlier.

Another highly encouraging sign is that 
there have been no COVID-19-related 
deaths in Westchester for 12 consecutive 
days as of Sunday.

“If we can continue to go without a 
COVID death in Westchester County, then 
I would consider that the best of all possible 
outcomes, whatever the statistics are,” 
Latimer said. 

The county has seen 2,338 fatalities 
related to the virus since the start of the 
pandemic.

There have been nearly 750,000 adults 
18 years old and up who have received at 
least one vaccine does and almost 670,000 

people are fully 
vaccinated.

Westchester joins 
Manhattan and Nassau 
County as the only 
counties in the state 
to reach 90 percent, 
Latimer said. The three counties had been 
the first to reach 80 percent vaccination 
status in the state several months ago.

Declines in COVID-19 cases are evident 
in most areas of the state. New York City 
had a 1.1 percent positivity rate while the 
seven-county Mid Hudson region stood 
at 2.4 percent on Sunday, according to the 
state’s COVID tracker. Long Island had 
the second lowest rate on Sunday at 2.2 

percent.
The positivity rate 

statewide was 2 percent 
on Saturday but ticked 
back up to 2.6 percent on 
Sunday.

By individual counties, 
Westchester declined to 0.9 percent on 
Sunday. Only Manhattan had a lower rate 
on Sunday at 0.7 percent, although the 
sparsely populated Hamilton County had 
no positive cases from 15 test results. The 
Bronx also stood at 0.9 percent.

All other counties in the Mid Hudson 
region had at least a 2.7 percent positivity 
rate on Sunday, with Putnam at 3.5 percent.

CORONAVIRUS 
UPDATE
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By Martin Wilbur

Westchester County Executive George 
Latimer proposed a $476.4 million capital 
projects budget for 2022 last Thursday, with 
commitments to develop more affordable 
housing, tackle climate change locally and 
invest in the parks system.

Latimer, joined by various department 
heads, has also planned a $28 million 
commitment to improve potable and fire 
water suppression systems at Westchester 
County Airport.

“The capital budget is really a statement of 
strategic investments,” Latimer said. “This 
is as much about our future as our present.”

Of the more than $476 million in projects, 
nearly $292 million will be for general 
county purposes, $152.4 million for sewer 
and water projects and $4.1 million toward 
refuse in addition to the planned expense at 
the airport.

The county will make the largest 
investment in affordable housing in its 
history, Latimer said, with a $50 million 
commitment for land acquisition and 
infrastructure improvements in 2022. The 
effort will help attract and keep a diversified 
workforce in Westchester.

Planning Commissioner Norma 
Drummond said Westchester recognizes 
its need to provide incentives for the 
construction of housing for people of all 
income levels. The $50 million far exceeds 
anything the county has proposed in the 
past. During the last two years, the county 

made investments of $10 million toward land 
acquisition and infrastructure.

“We’ve got developers lined up, we’ve 
got developers ready to use the funds, so 
we’re really looking forward to having the 
ability to provide these funds in the future,” 
Drummond said.

Several years ago, there had been a 
report that the county needed about 11,000 
additional units of affordable housing to meet 
the current demand. Latimer estimated 
that between what has opened this year 
and other plans in the works accounts for 
roughly 2,500 units.

Environmental conservation is also 
high on the list of priorities for the county 
next year. Proposed is a $31.9 million 
appropriation for the purchase of electric 
hybrid buses for the Bee-Line bus fleet, $4.3 
million to electrify Westchester’s two bus 
garages and $1 million for the installation of 
electric charging stations at county facilities.

In addition, another $1.1 million has 
been proposed for improvements at Hilltop 
Hanover Environmental Center in Yorktown.

Nearly $50 million would be appropriated 
for parks improvements, most of it for 
structural upgrades to Playland Ice Casino 
and the neighboring amusement park. 
The investment is being made as Standard 
Amusements is set to take over operation of 
Playland before the end of the year.

There will also be $4 million for significant 
upgrades for the County Center in White 
Plains, the first time in nearly 40 years major 
improvements is planned for that facility.

Parks Commissioner Kathy O’Connor said 
she and her staff are excited at the county’s 
pledge to maintain its recreational facilities.

“For many, many years, they’ve been 
neglected, so we’re playing catch up, but this 
capital budget for 2022 will really get us off 
the ground,” she said.

Another $60 million is being invested 
into the wastewater recovery facilities in 
Mamaroneck and Yonkers, Latimer said.

Over the past four years, the 
administration has reduced the backlog of 
capital project by about $400 million, from 
just over $1.7 billion to a little more than 
$1.3 billion, said Larry Soule, the county’s 
budget director. Westchester has been able 
to achieve that while upgrading its standing 
with the ratings agencies.

Soule said Fitch recently removed its 
negative outlook for Westchester with a 
current AA+ rating with a stable outlook. 
That’s the same rating that S&P has given 
the county while Moody’s reported a AA1 
rating, a notch below the coveted AAA. 
Improved credit ratings lower the county’s 
borrowing cost for capital projects, he said.

Last week’s unveiling of the capital budget 
comes about a month before Latimer will 
release the main portion of Westchester’s 
spending plan. Latimer said he expects a 
modest property tax reduction for the third 
consecutive year when it will be introduced 
on or about Nov. 10.

During the press conference, Latimer 
handed the capital projects plan to Board of 
Legislators Chairman Ben Boykin (D-White 

Plains). Boykin said the investments in 
critical infrastructure and other assets 
attracts families to the county.

The Board of Legislators must approve 
the capital budget and the operating budget 
by late December.

Affordable Housing, Recreation Among Priorities in 2022 Capital Plan

County Executive George Latimer addresses 
his priorities for next year’s Westchester capital 
projects budget.
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By Bailey Hosfelt

Westchester elected officials, community 
members and undocumented workers held a 
rally in front of the Martin Luther King Jr. 
statue in White Plains on Oct. 12 to call on 
Gov. Kathy Hochul and state lawmakers to 
expand the Excluded Workers Fund (EWF)’s 
cash flow. 

The $2.1 billion fund, which was approved 
by the state in the spring, provides 
undocumented New York residents who 
were not eligible for and did not receive 
COVID-19 economic relief from the state or 
federal government the ability to recoup lost 
income. 

On Oct. 8, Hochul announced that the 
funds were nearly exhausted. That same day, 
the Department of Labor closed the fund to 
new applicants.

According to the Department of Labor 
website, applications already submitted 
will be processed in the order they were 
received. However, for claims submitted 
after Sept. 24, there is no guarantee funds 
will be available. 

“Given the demand, given the success 
of this program, it is clear that $2.1 billion 
will not be enough,” said Janet Fry, deputy 
executive director of the Mamaroneck-based 
Community Resource Center. “We knew 
about this before the state budget passed, 
and we are sure of it right now.” 

“Gov. Hochul, please hear the voices of 
this community full of workers who need 
those funds now for their survival,” Fry 

added.
Roberto Zumba, the worker center 

coordinator at Neighbors Link in Mount 
Kisco, said all people should have an 
opportunity for financial recovery.

“Thousands of people were excluded 
despite paying into the social safety net,” 
Zumba said. “The social safety net needs to 
include me and all my neighbors.”

Many excluded workers who participated 
in a 23-day hunger strike last spring to 
advocate for the funds spoke about how 
crucial it was for their survival, calling on 
Hochul to expand funding so more workers’ 
lives could be helped. 

Fry said funds were used by many to pay 
debt accrued during the pandemic, purchase 
laptops for children to attend virtual 
classes, help workers remove themselves 
from unsafe working conditions and allow 
survivors of domestic violence to move away 
from their abuser and rebuild.

“It wasn’t easy to get the first $2.1 billion, 
but we heard today that it saved people’s 
lives,” state Sen. Shelly Mayer (D-Yonkers) 
said. “And we have more people’s lives to 
save.”

In Westchester, Mayer said 2,738 people 
who applied have already received their 
funds. However, 13,357 eligible Westchester 
residents applied before the applications 
were shut off, and many are now waiting in 
limbo to see if the Department of Labor will 
process their claims.

State Sen. Jessica Ramos (D-Queens), 
chair of the Committee on Labor, sent a 

letter to Hochul encouraging her to increase 
the amount of money in the fund, which 
Mayer and 13 other state lawmakers signed 
onto.  

“New York led the nation this past spring 
when we established the most robust 
excluded workers fund in the country,” said 
Amy Rivera, bilingual community liaison for 

Assemblyman Chris Burdick (D-Bedford). 
“We can be proud of that, but it’s not 
enough.”

“While 80 percent of the beneficiaries 
(of the EWF) are New York City residents, 
the unmet need is great in the entire state, 
including here in Westchester County,” 

Excluded Workers Call on Hochul to Expand Funds as $2.1B Runs Dry

BAILEY HOSFELT PHOTO

Undocumented workers rally in White Plains with the support of advocates and some elected officials 
to try to add more state money to the Excluded Workers Fund. Thousands were shut out of the funding.
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NASA that assists in increasing blood

flow and expediting recovery and

healing to treat this debilitating disease.

After a series of treatments, Albert was

taking stairs with stride!

“We have a lake house, and it's
upstairs. This morning I walked right

down the stairs and got in the car,”
Albert shared. “I remember thinking
‘that’s become mighty easy for me’, I
didn’t have to hold on to the handrail
or anything! It’s life-changing to have

this mobility back!”

Finally! A local acupuncturist is helping

cancer survivors live lives free from the

constant pain and suffering associated

with  

Peripheral Neuropathy!

"HER TREATMENTS ARE LIFE CHANGING"

Albert S. of Westchester, NY survived

testicular cancer only to be living life in

constant pain. He felt as though he were

walking on pins and needles, becoming

weaker and weaker every day. “I was

beginning to be worried that one day I

would be wheelchair-bound.”

Nearly half of patients who undergo
chemotherapy will develop

Chemotherapy-Induced Peripheral
Neuropathy or CIPN.

pain, tingling, burning, weakness,
or numbness in arms, hands, legs
or feet
sudden, sharp, stabbing or
shocking pain sensations
loss of touch sensation
clumsiness and trouble using
hands to pick up objects or fasten
clothing
loss of balance and falling

The most common symptoms include:

 

For over 5 years Taisha, Licensed

Acupuncturist,  has been reversing the

effects of CIPN and other varieties of

Peripheral Neuropathy, including that

caused by diabetes without invasive

surgeries and medications that come

with uncomfortable side effects. 

If you’ve recently beat cancer only to find

that you’re living a life in constant pain

and discomfort or you’re struggling with

the same symptoms as a result of either

Idiopathic Neuropathy or Diabetic

Peripheral Neuropathy, Taisha and the

incredible team at Signature

Acupuncture Studio can help!

Signature Acupuncture Studio success

stories can be viewed by finding us on

Google, or on our website at

signatureacupuncture.com.

Signature Acupuncture is now accepting

new patients but only for a limited time.

To determine whether or not you are a

good candidate for her personalized and

comprehensive treatments an initial

consultation is required. 

Call (914)222-5644 today to schedule!

www.SignatureAcupuncture.com           |          Call  (914) 222 - 5644

Chemo meds travel

throughout the body

and attack cancer

cells; sadly they can

also cause severe

damage to healthy

nerves. When asked

how CIPN was

affecting his quality 

of life, he responded,

“It was difficult to 

even walk up and

downstairs or do 

other things we

usually take for

granted.”

continued on page 6
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The Westchester County Board of 
Legislators unanimously passed a declaration 
of climate emergency on Monday, urging state 
and local governments to follow suit.

The resolution cites the catastrophic global 
and local impacts of climate change, including 
devastating flooding from extreme weather, as 
well as many of the recent steps that county 
government has taken to reduce the county’s 
carbon footprint. Those steps include replacing 
fossil fuel buses and fleet vehicles with hybrid 

and electric vehicles, supporting food scrap 
recycling and installation of electric vehicle 
charging stations, among other initiatives.

It pledges to issue a revised Westchester 
Climate Action Plan with new recommended 
action steps and an effort to support local, 
state and national governments address the 
emergency.

“I would like to thank all legislators who 
have long been a staunch advocate for 
county action on climate change,” said Board 

Chairman Ben Boykin (D-White Plains). “I’d 
also like to thank County Executive George 
Latimer for sponsoring this resolution and 
for his leadership in pushing for a cleaner and 
greener Westchester County. We have much 
work to do, but with this resolution we’re 
saying to the world that Westchester County 
is serious about climate action.”

Last week, in his $476 million proposed 
capital budget for 2022, Latimer included $31.9 
million for the purchase of electric hybrid 
buses for the Bee-Line bus fleet, $4.3 million 
to electrify Westchester’s two bus garages 
and $1 million for the installation of electric 
charging stations at county facilities.

Majority Leader MaryJane Shimsky 
(D-Dobbs Ferry) said the debate should not be 
about economic growth versus climate change. 

“With this resolution, we ae putting to rest 
any debate in Westchester over those false 
choices, she said. The extreme impacts of 
storms and flooding and the health effects of 
air and water pollution that we are living with 
today illustrate clearly that future economic 
growth and the future health and well-being of 
Westchester require our action on the climate 
crisis now.”

To read the full text of the resolution, visit 
https://bit.ly/3vq41Cn

Learning Center, Sweet Shop to Move Into 
Downtown Chappaqua

Two new businesses have reached an 
agreement to operate out of space on 
Chappaqua’s South Greeley Avenue in the 
near future. 

Admiral Real Estate Services Corp. 
announced Monday that Mathnasium, a 
math learning center, will be joined by 
Frannie’s Goodie Shop and Longford’s 
Ice Cream, which will partner to rent out 
another space at 75 S. Greeley Ave. in the 
hamlet. 

When they move in, that will leave 
three remaining vacant spaces at the same 
address that had also been the site of the 
former ICD Contemporary Jewelry.

Mathnasium, which was established 
nearly 20 years ago, helps students by 
addressing the disconnect between their 

learning skills and the curriculum they are 
taught in school.

The new Frannie’s Goodie Shop/
Longford’s Ice Cream store brings a much-
anticipated ice cream and sweet shop to the 
downtown. Frannie’s also has a location in 
Mount Kisco.

Both businesses will have street parking 
in the front and a municipal parking lot in 
the rear of the property.

No target dates were given for when the 
two spaces will be filled.

Joan Simon of Admiral Real Estate 
Services Corp. represented the landlord, 
Developers Consolidated Realty, LLC. 
Mathnasium was represented by Garrett 
Aries of ESR Commercial.

Board of Legislators Approve Declaration of Climate Emergency

YOUR PRIMARY CHOICE FOR PERSONAL 
INSURANCE & EMPLOYEE BENEFITS

GROUP HEALTH INSURANCE & EMPLOYEE BENEFITS

LIFE, DISABILITY & LONG-TERM CARE

ANNUITIES

CCAALLLL  CCHHUUCCKK  NNEEWWMMAANN

991144--334455--11000000
CCHHUUCCKK@@CCHHAARRLLEESSNNEEWWMMAANN..CCOOMM

906 South Street, Peekskill, NY 10566
WWW.CHARLESNEWMAN.COM

Charles Newman Co.
Hudson Valley Gateway Chamber 

Business of the Year for 2021
Phone: 914-345-1000 

info@charlesnewman.com

Life, Disability, Health Insurance, Employee Benefits

YOUR PRIMARY CHOICE FOR GROUP HEALTH 
INSURANCE & EMPLOYEE BENEFITS

LOOK NO FURTHER!
LISTEN TO OUR SATISFIED CUSTOMERS...

VISIT OUR NEW LOCATION!

FOREIGN & DOMESTIC REPAIR/SERVICE
OIL & FILTER SERVICE
NY STATE INSPECTION  (while you wait)

3668 BARGER ST (RTE 132) • SHRUB OAK • 914.352.6090
FredsAutoRepair.com • shruboak@fredsautorepair.com

-David F. in Ossining

-Caitlin T. in Briarcliff Manor

VOTED BEST
AUTO REPAIR SHOP

Looking for a Great 
Repair Shop?

The quality of Fred’s work is really - AND I MEAN REALLY - high 
and the prices are always fair. They even gave me a ride on a busy 

daywhen I had no one to drop me off to pick up my car.

Always honest and straigtforward. Fred’s is the best!

MEDICARE MADE SIMPLE !
Make an Informed Decision Choosing a Plan That’s 

Right for You

I CAN HELP!
• Medicare Advantage Plans
• Medicare Supplement Plans
• Part D                           *NO FEE
Your trusted Healthcare and

Medicare Resource
Angela Asadi, Licensed Agent

914-330-5252
Asadiangela@gmail.com

Excluded Workers Call on Hochul to Expand 
Funds as $2.1B Runs Dry

Rivera added. “We cannot turn our backs on 
that need.”

Board of Legislators Majority Leader 
MaryJane Shimsky (D-Dobbs Ferry), said 
that so many essential workers put their 
own and their family’s lives on the line when 
COVID-19 hit. 

“This helps everyone, and I hope that the 
state legislature and the governor will find 
a way to put more funds into this vital and 
badly needed program,” Shimsky said. 

County Legislator Nancy Barr (D-Rye 
Brook) commended how far the EWF initially 
went but echoed other speakers’ sentiments 
that the $2.1 billion was insufficient.

“There’s a lot of other people who earned 
this money, and they deserve to have it,” 
Barr said.

Manuel Ospina, a construction laborer 
and member of Don Bosco Workers in Port 

Chester, said that during the beginning of the 
pandemic, he was unable to find any work.

“During those times, it became really 
hard to make even $200,” Ospina said. 
“And of course, I got late with the rent and 
everything.” 

The fund, Ospina said, will help him get 
back on his feet, especially after Hurricane 
Ida. The basement where Ospina lived took 
on eight feet of water. 

“I’m basically homeless,” Ospina said, 
sharing that currently he’s staying in his 
friend’s living room.  

Expanding the EWF is essential to help 
workers like him make a long-term recovery, 
he said.

“We live from our paycheck,” Ospina 
said. “What are people going to do without 
any kind of assistance? Just because they’re 
undocumented doesn’t mean they cannot be 
helped.” 

continued from page 5
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Assemblyman Tom Abinanti 
(D-Pleasantville) joined with New York 
Medical College leadership in Valhalla 
last week to announce a $250,000 grant 
for the Center of Excellence in Precision 
Responses to Bioterrorism and Disasters 
within the Center for Disaster Medicine.

The funding will support the center’s 
training of local health care professionals, 
emergency responders and law 
enforcement in emergency preparedness 
for disasters, terrorism and public health 
emergencies.

“Today we are here to acknowledge and 
give thanks to the state legislature for 
an additional appropriation to make the 
first step in becoming a national center 
for disaster medicine,” said Dr. Salomon 
Amar, vice president for research at New 
York Medical College and senior vice 
president for research affairs for the Touro 
College and University System.

Dr. Robert W. Amler, vice president for 
government affairs and dean of the School 
of Health Sciences and Practice, thanked 
Abinanti, for his longstanding supporting 
of New York Medical College and the 
center. 

“Tom has been our friend from his days 
as a county legislator, and now in his role 
as our Assembly member, supporting us in 
the area of disaster medicine,” Amler said. 

Abinanti said the progress at New 
York Medical College and the Center for 

Disaster Medicine reinforced how vital 
the research and training conducted by the 
center has been. 

“For the past 15 years, this center 
has really been unique in serving the 
role of conducting interdisciplinary 
research, training, technical assistance 
and educational activities all related to 
emergency preparedness,” he said. “To see 
how far NYMC has come is just amazing.”

Dr. David S. Markenson, the center’s 
medical director, highlighted the impact 
the Center has had on regional emergency 
preparedness and how new facilities are 
needed to facilitate the increased demands 
for the center’s services.

“The Center has really had a platform to 
prepare for all hazards. To be creative, to 
be forward-thinking, whether it’s training 
hospitals for mass casualties, but not 
training them in the standard approach, 
but breaking down the standard approach 
and saying, nice, orderly arrival isn’t what 
happens. We have chaos at the scene.” 
Markenson said. 

“Another [training] the center does 
in economic development is not only 
to prepare [businesses] but talk about 
continuing operations and how they can 
continue to operate through these events.”

Richard G. Wishnie, Westchester 
County Department of Emergency 
Services’ commissioner, said gave the 
Center for Disaster Medicine is not only a 

prominent center for research in New York 
but throughout the country. 

“We believe that an expanded mission 
for the center will make it a national 

attraction that requires a modern facility, 
that will then attract students from around 
the nation,” Wishnie said. 

New York Medical College Receives $250G for Disaster Preparedness

Assemblyman Tom Abinanti, left, visits with the leadership of New York Medical College last Wednesday 
to present a $250,000 state grant to the college that will help it train health care professionals, law 
enforcement and other emergency responders to prepare for dealing with disasters, terrorism and 
public health emergencies.
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Join the Troops!
Celebrate the Battle of White Plains

Family Fun, Free Admission

Come to Washington’s actual 1776 headquarters. 
See Gen. Washington and his troops in action 

with live musket firing. 

Visit an army campsite with blacksmiths, surgeon 
and camp followers, and tour the 300 year-old 
Purdy House, the General’s Headquarters. 

Enjoy the White Plains High School Band and 
the Young Colonials Fife & Drum Corps.

Jacob Purdy National Historic Site, 60 Park Avenue, White Plains
www.whiteplainshistory.org

This Sunday, October 24, 10 am to 3pm
Flag Raising at Noon
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Aardvark Pet Supplies 
has moved!

1016 Broadway
Thornwood,  NY 10549

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS
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I am a longtime apolitical Chappaqua 
resident, having moved here in 1995, and 
I am increasingly concerned about the 
politics apparently driving the discussion 
of the adoption of the Form Based Code. 

Last week’s article, “New Castle, 
Chappaqua Schools at Odds Over Funding 
Projections,” outlines a key problem. It 
is not clear to me what the motivation of 
several of the Town Board members may 
be, but I have concluded that the Board of 
Education clearly knows best about the 
potential financial impact on our school 
system. 

As a finance professional, I would have 
thought that, after so many legitimate 
questions were raised by the Board of 
Education, Planning Commission and 
concerned citizens, the latest consultants’ 
reports would have come up with far better 
answers and more solid financial analysis 
to support the Town Board’s proposal. 
Instead, we hear that they continue to 
use disputed assumptions flatly rejected 
by the Board of Education to support the 
Form Based Code proposal, and still don’t 
answer key questions.

It is quite extraordinary to be having the 

Town Board hurriedly move forward with 
such a flawed plan over the objections and 
concerns of both the Board of Education 
and the Planning Board, as well as many 
local taxpayers. More outrageous, as 
pointed out in the Sept. 29 letter from 
counsel for the Board of Education to the 
Town Board, the analysis of the financial 
impact on the school system has not even 
been properly done! Note that school 
taxes make up about 65 to 75 percent of 
the total taxes we pay in this town, and any 
mistakes made will be paid for in the future 
by the legacy single-family homeowners of 
the town. 

The Form Based Code basically does 
away with zoning and Planning Board 
oversight and instead gives commercial 
developers virtual free rein to maximize 
their potential short-term profits 
irrespective of the long-term impact on 

the community, its school system and 
current taxpayers. 

I moved to this town and remain here 
despite having completed putting three 
great kids through its school system 
because I like the town generally the 
way it is. If I wanted a bigger downtown 
and lots of apartment buildings, I could 
move to White Plains. I am hopeful that 
those on the Town Board who have been 
so dogmatic in their support of the Form 
Based Code will begin to understand the 
risks they may inadvertently be courting 
and develop a more strategic approach to 
solve the problems they perceive. I can 
only conclude they don’t understand the 
real numbers.

Rob Rauch
Chappaqua

New Castle’s Form Based Code Financial Analysis Seriously Lacking
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Dedicating Park to Jean Craighead George 
Was a Special Moment

On Oct. 10, we welcomed Jean Craighead 
George Park into the Town of New Castle 
Park family. We were joined by her children 
Craig, Luke and Twig George and many of 
her neighbors, friends and colleagues. 

Parks have a unique way of connecting 
people to both one another and to nature. 
Jean lived up the hill from the park, her 
backyard touches mine, and I am proud of 
the work I did to kick off this project.   

Today, it is still rare to see parks dedicated 
to women. Central Park did not get its first 
statue of a woman until 2019. New Castle 
took a great step to honor our neighbor, an 
award-winning author and conservationist, 
who taught us to appreciate and protect the 
natural world.     

A group of dedicated volunteers have 
begun the work of removing invasive vines. 
The New Castle Department of Recreation & 
Parks has joined the effort and have brought 
out the big trucks that have accelerated the 
work. 

However, there is still lots of work to be 
done. If you would like to get involved or 
follow the project, please join our Facebook 
Page at https://www.facebook.com/
JeanCraigheadGeorgePark.

Jen Bounds
Chappaqua

Jen Bounds is a Democratic candidate for 
New Castle Town Board.

Call for Volunteers Needed to Advocate for 
Long-Term Care Residents

October is National Long-Term Care 
Residents’ Rights Month, a time to 
acknowledge the contributions and sacrifices 
many long-term care residents have made to 
better our community and to call attention 
to the rights of residents in nursing homes, 
assisted living, adult care facilities and 
family-type homes.

The theme for Residents’ Rights Month 
2021 is “Reclaiming My Rights, My Home, 
My Life” to acknowledge the impact of 
COVID-19 this past year on residents and 
highlight the need for residents’ rights to 
be recognized and reasserted. It emphasizes 
the recognition of the long-term care facility 
as the residents’ home and underscores 
residents’ rights to dignity, choice and self-
determination. 

The Long-Term Care Ombudsman 
Program is a dedicated advocacy program 
available to anyone residing in a nursing 
home or other long-term care facility. The 
program advocates for residents to address 
their quality-of-life and quality-of-care 

issues, along with their rights. Locally, the 
Tri-County LTC Ombudsman Program 
serves Westchester, Rockland and Putnam 
counties, and is sponsored by the Long Term 
Care Community Coalition (LTCCC). If you 
or a loved one need an advocate in long-term 
care, please call 914-500-3406 or e-mail 
judy@ltccc.org. 

We need now, more than ever, dedicated 
volunteers to advocate for nursing home 
and other long-term care residents. Please 
consider volunteering in your area to 
advocate for this vulnerable population. As 
a volunteer certified ombudsman, you can 
help ensure that the voices of long-term care 
residents do not go unheard. 

To learn more about making a difference 
as a volunteer with the Ombudsman 
Program, visit https://nursinghome41l/ltcop/
volunteer.

Judy A. Farrell
Program Director, Tri-County LTC 

Ombudsman Program
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Rama Iyengar’s letter to the editor 
(“Gilbert’s Record of Accomplishments 
Merits His Return in Yorktown,” Oct. 
12-18) touting Ilan Gilbert’s “record” 
is an embarrassing attempt to mislead 
Yorktown voters. Here’s some of the 
things Yorktown voters should know about 
the failed tenure of Ilan Gilbert:
• Gilbert takes credit for “obtaining” 

$875,000 for Hilltop Hanover from 
Westchester County but neglects 
to state that Hilltop Hanover is a 
county property. Gilbert did not obtain 
anything for the farm.

• Gilbert takes credit for an additional 
$3 million of revenue from Entergy but 
the town never negotiated or obtained 
funding from Entergy, the company 
that ran Indian Point.

• Gilbert takes credit for searching for 
vendors for the Granite Knolls solar 
canopy project and brazenly takes 
credit for the associated revenue, all 
of which happened when he was voted 
out of office.  

Yes, Ilan Gilbert has served this town 
but lost his re-election attempt because 
he does not deliver on anything he says. 

He left the courthouse a mess and is so 
desperate to find something to take credit 
for as supervisor he is resorting to smoke 
and mirrors and stealing credit for other 
people’s accomplishments.

We are facing extremely challenging 
times. Our national economy is imploding, 
which has a direct impact on us here in 
Yorktown. We don’t need more do-nothing 
politicians like we have in Washington and 
Albany. We don’t need Ilan Gilbert.

Marianne Violante
Yorktown 

Yorktown Doesn’t Need Do-Nothing Politicians Like Gilbert

Erika Pierce should be our next county 
legislator for District 2. Retiring County 
Legislator Kitley Covill has served the 
district for two terms and her careful and 
smart leadership needs to be continued. 

Erika is the candidate to do just that. 
She served as Kitley’s legislative aide 
from 2018 until earlier this year. She has 
gained unparalleled insight into the job, 
from running the office to researching 
and drafting important local legislation. 
Erika’s curiosity, integrity, intelligence and 
impartiality make her uniquely qualified 
to take on this role and be effective 
immediately upon taking office.   

As a longtime District 2 resident, 
Erika has always been a compassionate 
community member. She understands the 
importance and power of giving back and 
strives to make life better for those around 
her. Whether that’s helping to design and 
construct the vegetable garden of Katonah 
Elementary School or founding Action 
Together Northern Westchester, a local 
grassroots activist organization focusing 
on social justice issues.  

Being the change you want to see is 
near to my heart and few people fully 
encompass that more than Erika. I have 
known her in a personal and professional 

capacity for years and can attest to her 
tireless commitment to public service. She 
is a pragmatic problem solver who is ready 
and able to take on the big challenges our 
COVID recovery requires.     

Erika’s nonprofit leadership experience, 
in depth understanding of our education 
system and thorough knowledge of 
Westchester County government, make 
her the clear and most qualified candidate 
to be our next county legislator.  

Justin White
Mount Kisco

Pierce is Best Candidate to Continue to Help Westchester From 
District 2

Guest Column
Not Ready for a Cannabis Store for Billions of Years

By Michael Gold

Pleasantville isn’t ready for a cannabis 
café. It won’t be ready for about five billion 
years, when the sun will burn out and life on 
Earth will cease to exist. 

It doesn’t matter where the cannabis café 
would be located, what security measures 
are put in place to prevent minors from 
entering or how much tax revenue it might 
generate.  

Adults seeking cannabis can get into a car 
and drive to a cannabis shop in another town. 
Any store or warehouse a kid can walk to in 
town is a place a kid can hang around in front 
of. While that’s OK for a comic book store, 
it’s not for this. 

Pleasantville has certain Norman 
Rockwell-like qualities that could easily be 
degraded with the arrival of a cannabis shop. 
It’s the type of town where parents pull their 
little children in red wagons to the Saturday 
market. Kids peacefully walk to school. We 
say hello to other people walking on the 
streets and talk with our neighbors on the 
weekends. The tree-lined streets exude a 
sense of quiet and peacefulness. It feels like 
a little slice of heaven. 

I had a friend growing up who started 
smoking pot when he was about 13 years 
old. We met at summer camp in upstate New 
York when we were 11. His nickname was 
Bones, like the doctor on Star Trek. 

Bones smoked a lot of pot. I never asked 
to join him. When I was in the sixth grade, 
my father had put the fear of God in me about 
doing drugs and I actually listened to him. 
My friendship with Bones never got crossed 
up because he did drugs and I didn’t. 

His parents were divorced, but I don’t 
know how much that troubled him. We didn’t 
talk about it. He loved music, and he taught 
me about Eric Clapton, Cream and Lou 
Reed, artists I hadn’t heard of before.

He lived in Forest Hills, Queens. I used to 
take the train from my town on Long Island 
to see him. 

He and I went to concerts and wandered 
around Manhattan sometimes. We saw 
Jethro Tull at Madison Square Garden and 
The Grateful Dead at Nassau Coliseum.  We 
went to the movies and ate fast food.  

At the Grateful Dead concert, Bones 
smoked pot and hashish and swallowed some 
amphetamines and LSD. The concert was 
festival seating, so we could sit anywhere. 

Soon after the band came on stage, I lost 
him. Later, at the end of the concert, he 
found me, telling me he was so high he had 
run around the arena the entire time. Drugs 
made him happy.

The next year his mother and stepfather 
placed him in a drug rehabilitation facility. 
I went to visit him in Queens one weekend 
when he was released from the facility. We 
played basketball with the other kids in the 
rehab center. 

When we were older, we got jobs at our 
old summer camp, as dishwashers. The next 
summer we worked as maintenance men at 
the place. 

After that, we lost touch. I went to college. 
I heard through Bones’ stepbrother that he 
moved to San Francisco and was working in 
a music store, selling stereo systems. 

A few years ago, I had lunch with his 
stepbrother on Long Island. I asked how 
Bones was doing. He told me that Bones 
had died of a drug overdose in San Francisco 
about 20 years before. I didn’t ask what kind 
of drug. He may not even have known. 

The family brought his body back East and 
buried him in New Jersey. There’s nothing 
left of him now.

If there’s even the slightest chance that 
just one kid could figure out an illicit strategy 
to get into a cannabis café in this town or 
finagle a way to get an adult to buy them pot, 
that’s one too many.  

Every parent knows that they need to 
communicate the message to their kids that 
drugs are not OK. They provide an escape, 
yes, but you know what? When you come 
down from that high, you still face the same 
problems and issues. The solution is not 
to escape, but to work at the challenges in 
your life. If you need a temporary break from 
school or your house, take a walk around 
town. Play ball with your friends. Read a 
book. 

And whatever drug you take may get you 
addicted, until all you think about is getting 
high again and all you do is get another hit. It 
will ruin your life.

Allowing a cannabis shop in this serene 
village is the wrong message to send to our 
children.

A comic book store would be OK, though. 
Pleasantville resident Michael Gold has 

written op-ed articles for the New York Daily 
News, Albany Times-Union, The Virginian-
Pilot and other newspapers.

Letters to the Editor

Have you seen the American flags 
displayed along Bedford Road in 
Pleasantville? If not, I invite you to please 
go and look at them. They are a disgrace! 

The American flag is not just a flag. It 
represents our nation and the millions 
of American soldiers who fought for this 
great country of ours – from Lexington 
and Concord to Afghanistan. These brave 
soldiers fought and died defending it. We do 
them a gross disservice in allowing these 
tattered and torn flags to remain in place.

Please request that they be replaced 
ASAP. If they cannot be replaced 
immediately, please respectfully remove 
them and allow the Marine Corps League 
to take them to be respectfully taken out 
of service.

Allowing these flags to remain in place 
is a black mark on Pleasantville, and a 
disrespectful tribute to our veterans. I 
would hate to see these flags remain on the 
poles when Veterans Day comes on Nov. 11.

It would cost less than $2,000 to replace 
the flags and poles with new ones. Surely 
that is not asking too much.

Please don’t dishonor your veterans by 
keeping the flags up for Veterans Day.

God bless America.

Drew McFadden
Pleasantville

Tattered American 
Flags on 

Pleasantville’s Bedford 
Road Must Be 

Replaced

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS
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Letters to the Editor

New Castle Acting Supervisor 
Jeremy Saland has made multiple 
public requests that explain 
who is privately lobbying the 
town for favorable development 
regulations. He claimed that no 
one has lobbied him or other 
town leaders. I am writing to 
respond, and to publicly call for 
much-needed transparency.

Freedom of Information 
requests reveal written 
correspondence between the 
town and numerous developers 
and their representatives that 
have not, until now, been publicly 
disclosed. The communications 
contain insults against the 
Chappaqua Board of Education 
for “fighting back” against the 

997-apartment development plan 
for Chappaqua, and claims that 
the impacts of the development 
will be much smaller than the 
town has publicly acknowledged. 
Town officials deride community 
residents standing in principled 
opposition to the town’s 
development plan as “NIMBYs.”

Town records reveal that Mr. 
Saland, former supervisor Ivy 
Pool, Councilwoman Lauren 
Levin and the-Councilwoman-
elect Lori Morton met privately, 
away from Town Hall, with 
high-level associates of Joseph 
Tavolacci, the developer of a 
newly constructed three-story 
building in Chappaqua. His 
representative, William Spade, 

who made the arrangements, had 
told them in advance to expect 
that they would be lobbied to 
increase the height limit for 
buildings in Chappaqua to four 
stories, which is contrary to the 
town’s Comprehensive Plan. 

The public was never noticed 
either before or after, and no 
meeting minutes were published. 
New York State’s Open Meetings 
Law prohibits three or more Town 
Board members from meeting to 
conduct town business in private, 
let alone together with private 
interests to be lobbied about 
pending legislation.

Mr. Spade also privately lobbied 
the town in pursuit of other 
lucrative legislative changes 

relating to properties owned by 
his clients including eliminating 
retail requirements and reducing 
setback requirements, which was 
then quietly introduced by the 
town, without public discussion 
of the merits).

Mr. Saland should know how 
lobbying works. His father, 
a retired state senator, is a 
registered lobbyist paid to 
represent development and 
construction interests. Mr. 
Saland should have publicly 
disclosed his family ties to 
developer interests, because 
this knowledge would help the 
public interpret his support for 
this pending developer-friendly 
legislation.

Mr. Saland is currently 
refusing to release numerous 
communications between the 
town and developers. New York 
State law permits him to disclose 
this correspondence. In the 
interest of transparency, I call on 
Mr. Saland to now publicly release 
all correspondence with private 
development interests relating 
to the pending zoning legislation. 
Keeping these influences on 
governmental decisions private 
is contrary to the public interest 
– which demands sunshine, 
nature’s best disinfectant.

Scott Le Vine
Chappaqua

Transparency Needed to Ensure Chappaqua Rezoning Plan is in Public Interest

Esposito’s Business Acumen Would Help the 
Town Thrive in Years Ahead

Before COVID-19 I had no idea who 
Sergio Esposito was.

During the pandemic lockdown, I 
watched Supervisor Matt Slater’s town 
COVID-19 updates, which were great and 
very informative). This is where I found out 
about Mr. Esposito.

I have watched him explain what 
businesses needed to do to survive. I’ve 
watched him talk about the PPP loan 
process and how it would help the local 
business owners. I’ve watched him talk 
about establishing a list of restaurants 
that provided takeout and a pledge from 
the residents to take part in helping. He 
also provided us with information on the 

stimulus packages and what was going on 
in Washington to help every one of us. He 
worked with the town to help restaurants 
get outdoor dining established so they 
could survive.

Sergio Esposito really cares about the 
town, people and all the businesses that 
make this town a great place to live.

Being a small business owner himself, 
I feel that Sergio Esposito would be a 
valuable member of the Town Board. He 
will help keep this town thriving with 
business because of his concerns to help 
everyone succeed.

Patricia Costello
Yorktown

Cortlandt is Looking to Shirk Responsibility for Wallace Pond

By George Pappas and Marlene Sauer

Wallace Pond, located in the northern and 
often forgotten section of Cortlandt Manor, 
is plagued with troubles that the Town of 
Cortlandt can resolve by taking ownership of 
the situation and of the Wallace Pond dam. 

For decades, the issues have remained 
unresolved and top of mind for residents 
as they relate to the town’s unscrupulous 
actions involving (1) transfer of ownership 
of the Wallace Pond dam in the early 
1980s (and after the state Department of 
Environmental Conservation notified the 
town that they would need to remediate the 
dam’s serious and significant deficiencies) to 
an unsuspecting property owners association; 
(2) lack of maintaining the water quality of 
Wallace Pond which they still own; and (3) the 
condition and rating of the dam.

Last December, the DEC reclassified and 
downgraded the Wallace Pond dam to a Class C 

rating. This new high-hazard rating (potential 
downstream damage in the event of a breach) 
means that repairs are now mandatory or 
the dam could potentially be removed and 
Wallace Pond would be drained. The Town 
Board has been dangling this potential threat 
as an incentive for neighborhood residents to 
vote in their “we-want-to-help-you” proposal, 
which calls for the residents to assume the 
cost burden of repairing the dam instead of 
the town reclaiming ownership and paying for 
the dam’s repair. 

Cortlandt Town Board members publicly 
stated “over their dead bodies” will the Wallace 
Pond dam be taken down. However, their 
proposed solution would unfairly redistrict, 
create division and burden a smaller number 
of residents in our neighborhood if a special 
parks district was voted in. A parks district 
would allow the town to inflict an annual 
tax assessment of thousands of dollars per 
household for 30 years and assign perpetual 

responsibility for the maintenance of the dam 
that is owned by a defunct property owners 
association that individual neighborhood 
residents are not responsible for.

The town’s stance is only the residents in 
the immediate area of Wallace Pond benefit 
from it and, therefore, are responsible for 
the cost. This logic is flawed since Wallace 
Pond is located in a critical watershed area 
and all town residents have the opportunity 
to enjoy and benefit from its environmental 
significance. Wallace Pond also has historical 
significance as it was used for ice harvesting 
prior to refrigeration. The town claims that 
they have no interest in Wallace Pond as 
a community resource. How can that be, 
especially when they own the pond? 

Neighborhood residents are unified in 
rejecting the Town Board’s unfair proposal 
and want the town to reclaim ownership of 
the dam and pay for the repairs to remedy 
this situation. The town should work 

cooperatively with Westchester County, the 
state and FEMA to obtain infrastructure and 
environmental grant funding. The Lake Isle 
dam in Eastchester and Lake Suzanne in 
Rockland County prove that this is possible.  

The Town of Cortlandt is already receiving 
significant amounts of grant money and, as 
highlighted by the town on public television, 
is benefitting from several million dollars in 
realized savings due to program restrictions 
during COVID-19. 

With their smiling faces and crossed 
arms, the Town Board’s campaign slogan is 
Cortlandt Forward. Forward okay, but the 
Town Board has a responsibility to correct 
haunting situations from the past and 
preserve Wallace Pond as a town resource for 
wildlife and constituents alike. 

George Pappas and Marlene Sauer 
are residents of Cortlandt’s Wallace Pond 
neighborhood.

Guest Column

Esposito Has Clear Understanding of What 
Yorktown Businesses Need

I want to personally thank Sergio 
Esposito for advocating for our town, 
our citizens and our small businesses, 
especially mine. Sergio was instrumental 
in formulating the “outside dining” 
legislation, which allowed my business 
to survive. I remember talking about it 
with him by phone and he even came to 
my business to ask my opinion and get my 
input on what I would like to have seen in 
the new legislation.

Sergio Esposito listened to my concerns 
and my recommendations, and shortly 
thereafter, he appeared at Town Board 
meetings advocating for the outside dining 
legislation that he helped formulate. As a 

side note, many of my suggestions were 
in the proposed legislation. Thankfully the 
new legislation was enacted! Sergio even 
showed up one day with Supervisor Slater 
and brought along News12 for an interview 
regarding the proposed redevelopment for 
the Yorktown Green shopping plaza. The 
man is unstoppable and truly dedicated.

Sergio Esposito is the only candidate 
that understands what our business sector 
needs and can get the job done.

Bob Crossett
Owner

Yorktown Grille
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By Martin Wilbur

Residents of White Plains and local history 
lovers are invited this Sunday to attend a pair 
of simultaneous celebrations that have been 
as much as three centuries in the making.

Not only is the White Plains Historical 
Society holding its annual commemoration 
of the Battle of White Plains, which has its 
anniversary several days later on Oct. 28, 
but it will also observe the 300th anniversary 
of the Jacob Purdy House, where George 
Washington is known to have stayed in 1776 
and in 1778.

John Vorperian, president of the White 
Plains Historical Society, said with the Purdy 
House’s milestone anniversary this year, 
it made sense to combine the two events, 
where 1721 meets up with 1776. 

“The point is that we’d like to do something 
where the public is aware,” Vorperian said. 
“The Battle of White Plains we do every year 
to commemorate (and) the board had felt this 
was the appropriate way to go, so that’s what 
we’re going to do on Sunday.”

The celebrations last from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. at the Jacob Purdy House, located at 60 
Park Ave. in White Plains, with a flag-raising 
at noon. There will be groups of re-enactors, 
not only representing the patriots but also 
British redcoats, along with two blacksmiths 
and women re-enactors who portray the 
importance that they played during the 
American Revolution, Vorperian said.

One re-enactor who usually dresses 
as Martha Washington will come as a 

washerwoman, someone who would be found 
at a Revolutionary War camp, he said. Women 
often came and gave support to the rebels.

“This is something that I’ve been 
hammering away at as president, to look 
at history in a more global perspective,” 
Vorperian said. “Yes, Washington is one of the 
fathers of our country, but we get to look at 
who else participated in the Revolution and 
the role of women.”

There will be a fife and drum corps and the 
White Plains High School marching band will 
also perform at the event. Tours will be given 
of the Jacob Purdy House, where visitors can 

walk the same spaces that Washington did on 
his visits, although groups will be limited to 
six to eight people at a time.

While some may think of history occurring 
in far-off places, Vorperian said White Plains 
and its surroundings were a hotbed of activity 
during the Revolution. In addition to being 
home to the battle, where Washington’s troops 
were able to repel the British, the city was the 
first place in New York State that held a public 
reading of the Declaration of Independence at 
the armory on North Broadway, he said. That 
site now has senior apartments.

White Plains was also split in its loyalties, 

with roughly a third of its inhabitants loyal to 
the crown and another third supporting the 
patriots. The rest of the citizenry just tried to 
stay out of the way. There were even taverns 
that were known to be pro-crown or pro-
patriot. Hatfield’s Tavern, a pro-King George 
spot, was burned down by rebels.

“Here in Westchester, and White Plains 
in particular, there was no safe side to be 
on,” Vorperian said. “People just tried to get 
through it all.”

The split also fractured the Purdy family, 
which bought the house and about 132 
surrounding acres from its original owner 
and builder Samuel Horton. Jacob Purdy 
was living in the house at the time of the 
Revolution, Vorperian said. The Purdys 
who were loyalists fled to Canada, and the 
White Plains Historical Society has formed a 
friendship with the Annapolis Royal Historical 
Society in Nova Scotia, where they settled.

The house stayed in the hands of the 
Purdys until shortly after Jacob’s death in 
1823. Then 10 years later, it was reacquired 
by Jacob Purdy II until it was bought by James 
Ferris in 1866.

Vorperian is hopeful that if families bring 
their children there will be at least a couple of 
youngsters who will fall in love with history.

“My hope is if it means one, two, maybe 
three youngsters turn and say, ‘Hey I want to 
go to college and I want to major in history, 
I’ll be all the more enthused and happy about 
this,” he said.

The event is free for anyone who attends.

White Plains Historical Society to Recognize 1776 Battle, Purdy House

Expert doctors close to home. 
NewYork-Presbyterian medical groups 
have you covered.

To find a doctor today, visit nyp.org/medicalgroups  
or call 914-787-2200 now.

•  Primary care physicians and specialists, including Columbia doctors
•  Over 50 office locations
•  Video visits and safe in-person appointments available
•  Same-day, early, late and weekend hours
•  Most insurance accepted

21-NYPHV-0113 MG Awareness Print_Examiner Media P5

The Jacob Purdy House in White Plains, which turns 300 years old this year. It was the site of the 
October 1776 Battle of White Plains and housed George Washington that year and in 1778.
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Melvin Berger

Known around his hometown of 
Mount Kisco as a tireless community 
servant who helped countless citizens 
battling alcoholism, drug addiction and 
homelessness, Melvin “Mel” Berger will 
be truly missed. He peacefully passed 
away on Oct. 6.

Born on June 28, 1938, Mel grew up 
in the middle-class Bronx enclave of 
Pelham Parkway, as the eldest of four 
sons to George and Elaine Berger. He 
and his brother Stuart studied pharmacy 
at Columbia University and soon opened 
a series of small pharmacies around 
Westchester County. 

Mel settled in Hartsdale where he 
helped raise his three sons, Michael, Craig 
and Jonathan. He first came to Mount Kisco 
as a co-owner of Mount Kisco Pharmacy, a 
business he would ultimately run and own 
by himself for over two decades. After a 
divorce, he moved to Mount Kisco where 
he met and partnered with Cheri Nowell, 
and helped raise her two young children, 
Megan and Bob, as his own. 

He would remain a proud Mount Kisco 

resident for the rest of his life. As a local 
pharmacist, he saw first-hand the negative 
effects of drug and alcohol abuse in his 
community and founded Mount Kisco’s 
Drug and Alcohol Abuse Prevention 
Council. Consequently, he helped pioneer 
the successful drug court to divert young 
drug and alcohol offenders away from 
prison and into recovery programs. Later, 
he would collaborate with local places of 
worship to create the Emergency Shelter 
Partnership to provide winter shelter to 
the area’s growing homeless population, 
many of whom were laborers from Central 
America who couldn’t find work in the 
colder months. 

Mel was so loved and respected in 
the community that his children often 
joked that he was the unofficial mayor of 
Mount Kisco. In addition to his passion for 
community service, he was an avid fan of 
classic country music and his beloved New 
York Mets.

He is survived by his five children and 
eight grandchildren.

Obituaries
Sonia Gitner

Sonia (Auerbach) Gitner, a longtime 
Yorktown Heights resident, died Oct. 14 
at NewYork-Presbyterian Hudson Valley 
Hospital following a recent stroke. She was 
89.

Gitner was born in New York City on 
Feb. 18, 1932, the daughter of the late David 
Auerbach and Tillie (Rubin) Auerbach. She 
was a graduate of Walton High School in 
the Bronx, attended City College School 
of Business, and after raising her family, 
graduated from Mercy College in Dobbs 
Ferry, class of 1979, with a degree in business 
administration.

Sonia married the late Stanley Gitner of 
Brooklyn on Jan. 27, 1951. She is survived 
by three sons, Fred of New York City, Barry 
of Morgan Hill, Calif. and Henry (Debra) of 
Goshen, N.Y.; grandchildren Jessica of St. 
Louis, Andrew (Elizabeth Hauserman) of 
Denver and Christopher of New York; niece 
Suzanne Becker Bronk; nephews Lewis 
Auerbach and Stephen Auerbach; and many 
cousins. She was predeceased by her sister, 
Grace Becker, brother Jack Auerbach and 
niece Rosalie Becker.

Sonia was especially active as a volunteer 
serving on the Board of Directors of the 
Yorktown Teen Center for many years 
and remaining a board member emerita; 
organizing luncheons and excursions for 
the Norchester Chapter of Hadassah; and 
volunteering every week for 25 years at 
NewYork-Presbyterian/Hudson Valley. She 
was honored by each organization for her 

work. In addition, she served for more than 
30 years as a poll worker and supervisor 
in Yorktown for both primary and general 
elections.

Sonia loved travel, reading, classic movies, 
Jeopardy! and being of service to others. One 
of her special talents was being an expert 
proofreader.

She was a longtime active member of 
Yorktown Jewish Center.

Sonia will be missed by her extended 
family and friends, both near and far, with 
whom she kept in contact by telephone across 
the U.S. and Canada, sharing in their joys and 
sorrows, and her friends and all of the people 
she touched during her 63 years in Yorktown.

A gathering for family and friends was 
held Sunday, Oct. 17 at 10 a.m. at Yorktown 
Funeral Home, 945 E. Main St. (at Route 
132), Shrub Oak, NY 10588, followed by a 
graveside service and burial at 11:30 a.m. at 
King David Cemetery, 101 Mill St., Putnam 
Valley, NY 10579.

In lieu of flowers, the family has requested 
that contributions in memory of Sonia be 
made to one of the following: Yorktown Teen 
Center, P.O. Box 192, Yorktown Heights, 
NY 10598; Yorktown Senior Center, 1974 
Commerce St., Yorktown Heights, NY 10598; 
Yorktown Volunteer Ambulance Corps, P.O. 
Box 104, Yorktown Heights, NY 10598; 
and NewYork-Presbyterian Hudson Valley 
Hospital, 1980 Crompond Rd., Cortlandt 
Manor, NY 10567.

BUYING
COMIC BOOK
COLLECTIONS!
✭Top Prices Paid!✭

30+ Years Experience!
Reliable & Local (W’chester/Putnam)

Call /Text: 917-699-2496 
email: smileLP@aol.com

21 West Stevens Ave.
Hawthorne, NY 10532

Ernest J. Carpentieri ~ Douglas A. Daniels

Tel: 914-769-4404
Fax: 914-769-5306

www.hawthornefuneralhome.com
Serving all faiths ~ Independently owned
Conveniently located on the Taconic State Parkway

Gertrude Farrington

Gertrude (Guggie) Farrington, 107 
years old, formerly of Ridgefield, Conn., 
passed away peacefully in Valhalla. 

Born in 1914, Gertrude lived a long 
life that allowed her to excel at her 
professional career at Texaco and pursue 
her passion for gardening.

She graduated from the College of New 
Rochelle in 1935, a significant achievement 
since only 8 percent of females in the U.S. 
graduated from college at that time.

Gertrude had a long and remarkable 
career with Texaco. She started in 1944 
as a stenographer in the Personnel 
Department. In 1963, she became the 
first female officer of Texaco when she 
was appointed assistant secretary of the 
company. She retired from Texaco in 1973.

Gertrude and her husband, Wesley, 
shared a lifelong passion for gardening. 
Gertrude was a member of the Ridgefield 
Garden Club where she was instrumental in 

the restoration and maintenance of Ballard 
Park’s parterre gardens. Gertrude kept a 
diary from 1978 to 1992 that detailed her 
daily life, gardening activity, bird sightings, 
world events and Notre Dame football 
games. Her diary was accepted into The 
Smithsonian Institution’s Archives of 
American Gardens, and turned into a 
learning lab titled “Explore One Woman’s 
Experience in Civic Life, 1978-1992.”

Gertrude is survived by her sister, Kelly 
Davis; 10 nieces and nephews; 12 great-
nieces and great-nephews; 22 great-great 
nieces and great-great nephews; and two 
great-great-great nephews.

Visitation will be on Monday Oct. 25 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Beecher Flooks 
Funeral Home in Pleasantville, where 
funeral services will be held. A burial 
will follow at Mount Calvary Cemetery in 
White Plains.

When Winston Churchill spoke in 
Westchester County will be the topic of a talk 
this Saturday, Oct. 23 at 2 p.m. at Cortlandt 
Town Hall. 

Jointly sponsored by the Van Cortlandtville 
Historical Society, the Yorktown Historical 
Society and Croton Friends of History 
and hosted by the Town of Cortlandt, the 
program is open free to the public. 

Author and historian Anthony Czarnecki 
of Cortlandt Manor will present in a 
PowerPoint program what the iconic British 
prime minister said in an historic lecture on 
“The World Crisis” at the then newly-opened 
Westchester County Center in White Plains 
in 1932. It was at the end of a memorable 

two-month lecture tour of the United States 
by Churchill and it was eight years before he 
emerged on the world stage. 

“This year marks the 75th anniversary 
of Winston Churchill’s famous ‘Iron Curtain 
Speech’ in 1946, which followed the 
multinational military victory that defeated 
Nazi Germany during World War II,” 
Czarnecki said. 

Based on his article published in 
Westchester Historian Magazine in 2014, 
Czarnecki will elaborate on the meaning of 
Churchill’s lecture in White Plains, including 
an almost tragic incident that happened 
to him upon his arrival in Manhattan that 
involved a Yonkers resident. 

Local Author to Speak on Churchill’s 
1932 Visit to Westchester
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By Martin Wilbur

The pandemic has changed so many 
lives, including how and where we work. 
Until the last year-and-a-half, nursing was 
a profession that seemed to always attract 
enough young adults to the profession.

But COVID-19 has seemingly changed 
all of that, with many hospitals and other 
health care facilities reporting shortages

This Sunday morning, the Mount Kisco 
Lions Club will be holding a three-mile 
walk within the village to raise money for a 
scholarship for a local high school student 
who plans to pursue a nursing program 
in college and for a current health care 
worker who would like to go back to school 
and become a nurse.

Gail Smilkstein, president of the Mount 
Kisco Lions and a retired registered 
nurse, is reconstituting the walk to raise 
money for the scholarships after the effort 
lapsed for the past 12 years. She said the 
prospective nursing candidates need all 
the encouragement that can be mustered 
to entice students into the field.

“People are leaving the nursing field, 
people aren’t going into the nursing field 
because of COVID and we really need 
nurses,” said Smilkstein, who worked as 
a school nurse for the bulk of her career 
at Sleepy Hollow High School, along with 
several other schools around the county.

Candidates for the high school 
scholarship will be selected from Fox 
Lane, John Jay or Kennedy Catholic high 
schools, she said. The two recipients will 

receive $1,500 each.
The walk, which kicks off at 9 a.m. 

from the front entrance of Northern 
Westchester Hospital, will follow a 
three-mile loop around the village. After 
leaving the hospital grounds, it will head 
down Moore Avenue, before turning onto 
Lexington and then South Moger Avenue, 
and finally onto Main Street to head back 
to the hospital.

The route will remain on the sidewalks 
so there will be no road closures or impact 
on traffic. Smilkstein expects a fair number 
of nurses from the area to take part.

Participants are asked to secure donors 
to sponsor their walk for a flat rate and 
to pay before the walk. Smilkstein said a 
station will be set up at the gazebo on South 
Moger Avenue to answer questions from 
passersby and solicit additional donations 
from the public. A second table may also 
be set up near Jacobson’s Pharmacy on 
East Main Street.

Participants may park behind the 
pharmacy or at the Boys & Girls Club.

Smilkstein said since 2009 the Mount 
Kisco Lions have focused their energies 
on other charities, organizations and 
causes. But with the pandemic straining 
the nursing field in many areas, it seemed 
the proper time to restart the walk, she 
said.

“We would like to raise as much money 
as we can because it will carry over to next 
year if we make extra money, and we we’ll 
give (out) funds the next year,” Smilkstein 
said. “If it’s really a very well supported 

thing then we will.”
The walk will be held from 9 a.m. to 

noon rain or shine. For more information 

or if anyone has questions, they may call 
Gail Smilkstein at 914-483-7106.

Mt. Kisco Lions Walk to Raise Funds for Nursing Scholarships

Mount Kisco resident 
James Silverman a Walk 
to End Alzheimer’s on 
Sunday, Oct. 17 at Gipsy 
Trail Road in Carmel. A 
total of 47 teams and 
215 walkers participated 
in the event, which takes 
place annually in 600 
communities nationwide.  

MICHELLE SILVERMAN PHOTOO

Fight to End Alzheimer’s

SAVE  ENERGY
FOR WHAT  
REALLY  
MATTERS
Comfort levels are heating up across Westchester County  
this winter because residents  can take advantage of increased  
incentives, including the opportunity to get 100% off their   
upfront costs covered or low-interest rates on heat pumps  
and weatherproofing packages. Now you can save money  
and create a more comfortable place to spend your energy.

Claim your incentives at SaveEnergy.ny.gov.

NYSERDA-3000  //  Heating up // 9.75" x 5.8" // 4C  //  no bleed 
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Bethel Springvale Inn  
Westchester’s Best Value in Assisted Living 

To Thank You For 
Your Service 

Veteran’s Special Rate 
( Move-in  by  12/30/21) 

$3,500 rent per month;  
includes basic services  

 

Call Jonathan at  

914-739-4404 x 2204 

Bethel Springvale Inn Assisted Living offers: 
 

 24 hour on site nursing 

 Restaurant style meals 

 Personal Emergency Response System 

 Events, activities and more 

 Personalized care levels for your comfort & safety 
 

62 Springvale Road, Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520 
914-739-4404 — Bethelwell.org   

ERIKAPIERCE.COM

VOTE! 
NOVEMBER 2
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Client Alts

2
Region/Sub Region: Northeast
Publication: Putnam Examiner
Insertion Date: 10/19
Ad Code: HNY_PE_1019_FPA_Full.indd
File: Template: None
H-Plan: None

Ad Size: 

9.75" x 11.82"

Color:  Cyan,  Magenta,  Yellow,  Black

TFN: 1-855-705-4312
PSC: 28132741

Choose the Medicare plan with access to 
Caremount® Medical

Call UnitedHealthcare today to see if you’re eligible 
to enroll in a Medicare Advantage plan.

1-855-705-4312, TTY 711
8 a.m.–8 p.m., 7 days a week. 
UHCMedicareSolutions.com 

It’s time to take advantage

Allowance for contacts or frames with standard (single, bi-focal, tri-focal or standard Tier 1 progressive) lenses covered in full either annually or every 2 years. You can see any dentist 
who accepts the plan. You’ll get greater savings from a network dentist. $0 cost-share for in-network dental care, specifi ed services only. If your plan off ers out-of-network dental 
coverage and you see an out-of-network dentist you might be billed more, even for services listed as $0 copay. Benefi ts, features and/or devices vary by plan/area. Limitations and 
exclusions apply. Other pharmacies/physicians/providers are available in our network. Network size varies by market. This information is not a complete description of benefi ts. 
Call 1-855-705-4312, TTY 711 for more information. For accommodations of persons with special needs at meetings call 1-855-705-4312, TTY 711. Plans are insured through 
UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company or one of its affi  liated companies, a Medicare Advantage organization with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in the plan depends on the plan’s 
contract renewal with Medicare. © 2021 United HealthCare Services, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
28132741 H3418-002-000
Y0066_200909_102719_M HNY_PE_1019_FPA_Full

Get more for your Medicare dollar. Take advantage of new Medicare Advantage plans that include prescription
drug coverage and access to all Caremount® Medical locations and doctors in the Hudson Valley for a
$0 monthly premium.

Medicare Advantage plans from UnitedHealthcare may also include:

$0 monthly premium for medical and 
prescription drug coverage

$0 copay on yearly routine eye exam and 
$100 eyewear allowance

$40 a quarter in credits for over-the-
counter products for home delivery

$0 copay for covered network dental such 
as exams, X-rays and routine cleanings

Reserve your seat at a Medicare plan meeting
Learn about Medicare plan options in your area. Events will follow applicable public health safety guidelines.

Brewster
Nov 1, 8, 29
11am
Comfort Inn
7–11 Peach Lake Rd

T:9.75"

T:11.82"

HNY_PE_1019_FPA_Full.indd   1HNY_PE_1019_FPA_Full.indd   1 10/13/21   1:27 PM10/13/21   1:27 PM
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Halloween Celebrations Close By 
in the Hudson Valley

Boasting crisp seasonal air and vibrant 
scenery, New York is one of the best 
destinations to experience Halloween. 

From quirky small-town festivities 
and a hotel offering otherworldly 
experiences to a theme park’s inaugural 
family-friendly Halloween experience, 
the state offers something for everyone 
to celebrate the spookiest 
time of the year.

Below are some of the 
best locations to celebrate 
Halloween in the Hudson 
Valley.

Roxbury: Nestled in 
the heart of the Catskills 
Mountains, Roxbury offers 
small-town charm and 
one of the nation’s most 
immersive and fantastical hotels that 
offers over-the-top Halloween thematic 
accommodations. 

From the spooky Dracula’s Fangs 
Tower Cottage featuring old-world 
Transylvania gothic décor, a grand 
winding staircase, a vampiric throne 
chamber and red velvet curtains to the 
beautifully ornate Victorian-inspired 
1848 mansion room where a friendly 
young ghost is said to preside over the 
room, The Roxbury at Stratton Falls is 
just the ticket for a unique Halloween 
experience.

 Goshen: Off the heels of its grand 

opening in August, LEGOLAND 
New York offers its not-so-spooky 
Halloween extravaganza, Brick-or-
Treat. Available every Saturday and 
Sunday in October from 3 to 6 p.m. the 
park is “tricked” out in Halloween 
decor, featuring special events including 
costume contests and parades, spooky 

fun exhibits, dance parties, 
special Halloween shows, 
meet-and-greets with 
LEGOLAND Halloween 
characters, goodie bag 
giveaways and of course, 
trick-or-treat stations. 

After a “bricktastic” fall 
day at the park, families 
can conveniently retreat to 
the new LEGOLAND New 

York Hotel, the first and only LEGO-
themed hotel in the Northeast, located 
just steps away from the theme park’s 
iconic entrance arch.

 Croton-on-Hudson: Along the 
Hudson River is Croton-on-Hudson. 
Starting in late September and running 
through Nov. 21, Historic Hudson Valley 
puts on The Great Jack O’Lantern 
Blaze that’s known for being one of the 
most eye-catching events in the entire 
state. Made up of thousands of lit up 
magical pumpkins, you won’t believe the 
spectacular displays that are put together 
at Van Cortlandt Manor every year.

Don’t Forget Lunch!
No Meal 

Is Complete 
Without Our 

Specialty Cakes, 
Cookies & Pastries!

Chicken Cutlets, Grilled 
Cheese Texas Toast, 

Turkey, Chicken, 
Tuna and Egg Salads

Piccolo’s Bakery
& Cafe

START OFF 
THE DAY WITH 

A HEARTY 
BREAKFAST!

• Breakfast sandwiches • Bacon, egg & cheese sandwich
• Fresh baked bagels • Many types of danish & muffi ns

845.628.2233
2 Mahopac Plaza, Route 6N, Mahopac

(next to Kwality Ice Cream) 
Visit us at www.cafepiccolobakery.com

Order Now For � e Holidays!
Stru� oli • Pies: Pumpkin, Pumpkin 
Cheesecake, Coconut Custard 
And All � e Pastries And Cakes 
� at Make � e Holidays Special!

TOYS! TOYS! TOYS! 
One of a kind gifts from  

local artisans,  
wedding, baby,  

shower and 
hostess gifts.

50% OFF 
EVERY CARD, EVERY DAY!

Including Gift Wrap,  
Gift Bags and Invitations

2 Clark Place, Mahopac • 845-628-03002 Clark Place, Mahopac • 845-628-0300

 
WE CARRY

We carry 
Madeline Turkeys 

& Advent Calendars

NEW ARRIVALS 
DAILY!

“Where Smart Shoppers Shop”

CCARDARD$$MARTMART
  & G  & GIFTSIFTS of Mahopac

We Buy 
Gold,

Silver & 
Platinum

Repair Work
Gift Wrapping

Gift Certifi cates
Always
Unique

Open Tuesday through Saturday 10AM- 5:30 PM
8A South Moger Avenue, Mt. Kisco, NY 10549 • (914) 241-2232

Happy
Halloween!

1998 Commerce St. Yorktown Hts, NY 10598

914-302-2998
www.themailboxstoreofwestchester.com

An offer so Spooktacular it’s Scary!An offer so Spooktacular it’s Scary!
You will Howl with Delight!You will Howl with Delight!

20% off  your first shipment or any print 20% off  your first shipment or any print 
job of  $100 or more with this ad!job of  $100 or more with this ad!

Expires 12/1/21Expires 12/1/21

We are Yorktown Heights’ premier copy, print and document 
services center. Large or small, black and white or color; if  it can

be printed, The Mailbox Store of  Westchester can handle it!
• Local, National and International Shipping

• Promotional Products • Private Mailbox Rentals 
• Postage Stamps • Fax Services & much more
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Jefferson Valley Mall
10.29 5-9 PM

Food Trucks, Live Music, Beer Garden,
Kids Carnival, Art Station + Circus Games,

Trunk-or-Treat (5-7 PM), Dog Costume
Contest, Vendors + so much more!!  

www.jeffersonvalleymall.com
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When my wife and I first got 
married, way back in the dark ages 
of 1965, we were anxious to fill our 
first apartment with interesting 
furnishings. 

Because I had gone to college 
at William & Mary in the historic 
town of Williamsburg, Va., I was 
really into antiques. My wife 
Margaret was totally a modern 
kind of gal and the furniture she 
brought to our first apartment was 
her bedroom set from her parents’ 
home, which was strictly modern.  

What I brought to our first 
home was a collection of antiques 
I had been gathering since I 
first arrived in New York City 
three years before. During that 
time, there were many antiques shops in 
New York City, especially along lower 3rd 
Avenue, and I spent almost every lunchtime 
visiting them and adding both furniture and 
accessories to my first bachelor apartment, 
which was located in the historic landmark 
neighborhood, Brooklyn Heights.  

My future wife was impressed when 
she visited my place for the first time. I 
further indoctrinated her to furnishings of 
the past by suggesting for our honeymoon 
that we visit Colonial Williamsburg, then 
Charlottesville, Va. (specifically the home of 
Thomas Jefferson).

Isn’t it interesting how one can align 
with another’s interests once exposed to 
them? Not only did Margaret jump on the 

bandwagon of antiques discovery 
and purchase, but she soon far 
surpassed my interest.

For many years we acquired 
pieces both big and small, filling an 
18th century home we eventually 
bought in Yorktown Heights, a 
large six-bedroom house where 
there was plenty of room to house 
our collection.

However, when it came time 
for us to downsize a half-dozen 
years ago from that 3,900-square-
foot home to an 1,800-square-
foot condo in Trump Park, we 
endeavored to unload the bulk of 
our collection, first through an 
open house sale, then by inviting 
local antiques dealers to buy 

from us wholesale. The sale directly to the 
public didn’t produce much and the antiques 
dealers didn’t even bother to show up. 

As a result, the buyers of our home lucked 
out with a lot of furniture and accessories left 
behind, which they, moving from a smaller 
apartment, were grateful to inherit.

Very honestly, I couldn’t understand how 
the interest in antiques could slack off so 
dramatically in recent years. I had to look up 
the reasons on the interest and was not all 
that surprised to find that, by some estimates, 
antique furnishings have decreased in value 
by 45 percent over the past 15 years. Once-
hot commodities struggle to find buyers and, 
when they do manage to sell, can see up to a 
70 percent drop in price.

The reasons given for the current lack of 
interest include the fact that baby boomers 
are downsizing their homes and flooding the 
market with antiques and other furniture. 
Add to that the fact that many more people 
are buying open concept homes, which don’t 
require as much furniture.

So, while there are far fewer people who 
are interested in relics from the past to 
incorporate into their homes, I will continue 
to take pleasure in indulging my own love 
for antiques. Further, if and when I find a 

little treasure I want to adopt from former 
owners, I can have it at a cheaper price.

Bill Primavera is a realtor associated with 
William Raveis Real Estate and founder of 
Primavera Public Relations, Inc., the longest 
running public relations agency in Westchester 
(www.PrimaveraPR.com), specializing in 
lifestyles, real estate and development. To 
engage the services of The Home Guru and his 
team to market your home for sale, call 914-
522-2076.

The Recent and Sad Demise of Interest in Antiques

Autumn Is Here!
Don’t FALL Behind On

Your Home Projects Before 
Another Winter Arrives!

Your Home Projects Before 

Lower Your Heating Bills!
Install Our Energy Ef� cient
Siding, Windows & Roo� ng

914•271•9119

2010 Albany Post Road, Croton-on-Hudson, NY
www.miraclehomeimprovements.com

WC. Lic. #10415H99
P.C. Lic. #1817
YNK 307 
H-12519-07-23-00

FINANCING OPTIONS FROM

Visit our large offi ce & showroom to see the variety of
products on display, or we will bring our showroom to you

ROOFING • WINDOWS • SIDING • DOORS • SKYLIGHTS
DECKS • SEAMLESS GUTTERS • LEADERS • REPAIRS

Family Run. Owner Supervision on All Jobs.
Exceptional Quality and Service at Aff ordable Prices

Robert & Mary Sniff en, Owners

• boats • jet skis • patio furniture • grills & fountains • motorcycles 
• construction & landscaping equipment

Protect your Investments.
We wrap anything Mother Nature can harm!

203-740-0175 • 914-714-3417 • SHRINKWRAPMYSTUFF.COM

30 
YEARS
EXPERIENCE

INSURED

Call to Schedule Today!

10  OFF
Furniture Shrinkwrap 

(IF DONE BY OCTOBER 30) 

%

203-740-0175 • 914-714-3417 • SHRINKWRAPMYSTUFF.COM
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By Martin Wilbur

Four Latina women in Westchester were 
honored last Thursday by state Sen. Peter 
Harckham (D-Lewisboro) for outstanding 
contributions to their communities in 
commemoration of Hispanic Heritage Month.

Ruth Ayala-Quezada, Dinora Pacheco, 
Karine Patiño and Diana Loja were featured at 
a special ceremony at Sleepy Hollow Village 
Hall. Hispanic Heritage Month recognizes 
the accomplishments of the many Hispanic 
communities throughout the United States.

Ayala-Quezada is the owner of Carmel Taxi 
in Sleepy Hollow. A native of Peru, she arrived 
in the United States in 1986 with her parents, 
who a few years later bought the old Ernie’s 
Taxi in Mount Kisco. 

Having worked for her parents learning how 
to dispatch taxis while going to school served 
her well when it came time to open her own 
business. She has worked with her sisters, and 
they take turns working and watching each 
other’s children, Harckham said.

“I’m very proud of my heritage and I’m 
proud to represent my community, and with 
hard work, dedication and being humble, you 
can succeed,” Ayala-Quezada said.

Pacheco was born in the Dominican 
Republic and her desire to help people led her 
to become a nurse, including serving on the 
health care staff of the Dominican president. 
After immigrating to the United States, 
she met her husband Freddy and moved to 
Peekskill. 

She co-founded the Peekskill Hispanic 
Community Corporation, which helps feed 

families that face food insecurity, conducts 
certification classes and raises funds for 
international crises. Pacheco currently serves 
as its president.

“During the pandemic the organization 
has fed dozens of families through its dozens 
of food distributions and it’s volunteered to 
deliver food door to door to people who were 
quarantining,” Harckham said.

Pacheco’s dedication was evident when 
in one of her first roles with the Hispanic 
Community Corporation she helped find 
homes for 24 families displaced by fire.

Patiño, an attorney specializing in 
immigration and criminal law, was born to 
Ecuadorian immigrants in Sleepy Hollow and 
has lived her entire life in Mount Kisco. She 
volunteered for Neighbors Link and worked 
with the old Mount Kisco Police Department 
in the Police and Community Together 
partnership that trained about 200 officers in 
cultural competency. 

Patiño also joined Putnam County Legal Aid 
Society in 2017 and served on Westchester 
County’s Police Reform and Reimagining 
Task Force. She is running uncontested in two 
weeks for Mount Kisco village trustee and will 
become the municipality’s first Latina board 
member.

Hispanics comprise nearly 40 percent of 
Westchester’s population but are severely 
under-represented in many careers, including 
law and government, Patiño said. Hispanic 
women make up only 2 percent of the nation’s 
attorneys, she said.

“I hope to be not only a source of inspiration 
for younger generations, but as a source of 

support for my community and for the younger 
generation,” Patiño said.

Loja immigrated at 12 years old from 
Ecuador with her parents. Today she serves 
as serves as a liaison between municipalities, 
communities and businesses to connect the 
public to cultural and educational workshops, 
social events, government assistance 
programs and nonprofit outreach. 

As a liaison for the Village of Sleepy Hollow, 
Loja is passionate about providing assistance to 

residents on such issues as job opportunities, 
food assistance, shelter and loan applications. 
Loja launched her own Spanish news media 
platform to capture some of the pressing 
issues impacting the Latino population.

“It is for me a privilege to be Hispanic, 
number one,” Loja said. “This county has 
diversity of culture.”

Each woman received a special proclamation 
from Harckham for their achievements.

Foursome of W’chester Women Honored During Hispanic Heritage Month

State Sen. Peter Harckham honors four women for Hispanic Heritage Month who have made notable 
contributions to their communities. Pictured, from left, are Diana Loja, Ruth Ayala-Quezada, Karine 
Patiño and Dinora Pacheco.

Fuel Oil • HVAC • Service • Propane • Diesel
We Make Warm and Now “Cool” Friends Too! 

www.SclafaniEnergy.com • 1 (845) 628-1330

Budget accounts, Automatic or call us for 
next day delivery at C.O.D.pricing! Place an Order online 

www.SclafaniEnergy.com

Full Service, 24 HR 
Emergency 

Heating Assistance! 
Installs, repairs and upgrades! 

Over 30 years, licensed, 
insured and bonded! 

We are #1 because our 
customers come fi rst! 

Senior Discounts!

Serving Northern Westchester, Southern Dutchess & Putnam Counties! 

GET READY FOR FALL!
Call now for Low Heating Oil Prices

Heating & Cooling System Tune-up, & Installation

MMaatttt  MMiilliimm  ffoorr
NNoorrtthh  CCaassttllee  TToowwnn  BBooaarrdd

• Breaking up the voting block
• Better development decisions
• Focusing on the environment
• Fixing the fields and parks
• Streamlining permitting
• More frequent recycling

Vote 11/2/21
www.mattmilim.com

Paid for by Friends of Matt Milim
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Remember the supercomputer that defeated 
two Jeopardy champions?

Paid for by Yorktown Democratic CommitteeYORKTOWNFORWARD.COM

VISHNU PATEL’s invention made that supercomputer possible!
n  Experienced three-term Yorktown Town Board Member, Award-winning IBM scientist 
n  Volunteer in our schools teaching children the wonders of science, and about the opportunities 
    of having a scientific career
n  The only Town Board member with knowledge of the complex technical issues facing our town
n  Named Citizen of the Year by Patch for his dedication to the youth of Yorktown

Experience and Vision for Yorktown: The Democratic Team

LET’S KEEP PUTNAM SAFE!
On November 2nd, RE-ELECT Sheriff Robert Langley

Paid for by Friends of Langley

Since Sheriff Langley 
was elected: 
• Crime has been 

reduced by 50%.
• Opioid related 

deaths have been 
reduced by 50%.

• Putnam is one 
of the 20 safest 
counties in the U.S.*

*U.S. News and World Report

Our Children, Our Parents,  
Our Grandparents

We’re all safer since  
Sheriff Langley was elected
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Choose a partner,
not just a plan.
MVP Medicare Advantage

The annual election period for MVP Health Care Medicare Advantage health plans is Oct. 15–Dec. 7, 2021. MVP Health Plan, Inc. is an 
HMO-POS/PPO/MSA organization with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in MVP Health Plan depends on contract renewal. Virtual care 
services from MVP Health Care are provided by UCM Digital Health, Amwell, and Physera at no cost-share for members. (Plan exceptions 
may apply.) Members’ direct or digital provider visits may be subject to co-pay/cost-share per plan. Y0051_5550_M 

Having the right partner for 
Medicare really makes a di� erence.

Meet Emilia.
She or one of our other 
local, experienced MVP 
Medicare Advisors can 

o� er guidance and advice, 
provide tools to understand 

your benefits, and ensure 
you make a smooth 
transition to MVP. 

With an MVP Medicare Advantage plan,
you can feel confident knowing you’ll have:
• Access to expert, convenient care where and 

when you need it, with $0 primary care visits,
$0 MVP virtual care services, and free transportation
to medical appointments, with some plans

• Valuable benefits and extras,  like preventive dental 
coverage (and the option to add more dental benefits) 
and an allowance for over-the-counter pharmacy 
purchases, with some plans

• MVP’s Living Well Advantage, including a FREE 
SilverSneakers® membership, fitness classes and health 
programs, and up to $200 in rewards for healthy activities

Let’s work together.
Call 1-833-368-4619
(TTY: 1-800-662-1220)
Seven days a week from 8 am–8 pm
MovetoMVP.com/compare

0
Plans 

starting at 

/month

$

Choose a partner,

Medicare really makes a di� erence.

Choose a partner,

Having the right partner for 
Medicare really makes a di� erence.

With an MVP Medicare Advantage plan,
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Assisted Living & Memory Care

Enhanced CareEnhanced Care     Compassionate SupportCompassionate Support
T h e  C h e l s e a  a t  G r e e n b u r g h  h a s  b e e n  a  g o d s e n d  f o r  o u r  f a m i l y .  T h i s

a b s o l u t e l y  b e a u t i f u l  v e n u e  i s  s u c h  a  w e l c o m i n g  h a v e n  f o r  o u r  m o t h e r

a n d  f o r  o u r  f a m i l y  e a c h  t i m e  w e  v i s i t .  W e  a l w a y s  w a n t e d  o u r  l o v i n g

m o t h e r  t o  t r a n s i t i o n  t o  a  p l a c e  t h a t  i s  w e l c o m i n g ,  c a r i n g  a n d  s a f e .

W e  f o u n d  t h i s  a t  T h e  C h e l s e a  a t  G r e e n b u r g h .  T h e  a m a z i n g  s t a f f

m e m b e r s  a r e  s o  s u p p o r t i v e .  O u r  m o t h e r  t h o r o u g h l y  e n j o y s  t h e  v a r i e t y

o f  e n g a g i n g  e v e n t s  e a c h  d a y  p l u s  t h e  s o c i a l  a s p e c t .   - J o a n  B

 

Please call for information (914) 275-0010

715 Dobbs Ferry Rd. Greenburgh

chelseaseniorliving.com

• No Contracts or Commitments
• Oil Burner Service/Tune-ups
• Quality Heating Oil
• Senior Citizen & Volume Discounts
• Expert Burner Service
• A/C Tune-ups
• Price Matching (Restrictions apply)

The Consumer’s Choice 
for Discount Heating Oil!

Order online at: www.codoil.com

SAVE WITH OUR
LOW C.O.D.

PRICES!
CALL US TODAY AND SAVE!

914.737.7769

845.278.7070
Service@feehaninsurance.com

FeehanInsurance.com

2350 Route 6, Brewster, NY 10509

Insuring New York and Connecticut 
businesses and families for more 

than 30 years.

845.278.7070
Service@feehaninsurance.com

FeehanInsurance.com

2350 Route 6, Brewster, NY 10509

Insuring New York and Connecticut 
businesses and families for more 

than 30 years.

BECKER CREIGHTON JACOBY

CARTER SHATZKIN RAGAZZO

BECKER
FOR SUPERVISOR

JACOBY
FOR TOWN BOARD

SHATZKIN
RE-ELECT FOR TOWN CLERK

CREIGHTON
RE-ELECT FOR TOWN BOARD

CARTER
FOR RECEIVER OF TAXES

JUDGE RAGAZZO
RE-ELECT FOR TOWN JUSTICE

NYSNA
NEW YORK STATE NURSES ASSOCIATION

WPCLB
WESTCHESTER-PUTNAM CENTRAL LABOR BODY

WESTCHESTER COUNTY PBA

BUILDING & CONSTRUCTION TRADES 
COUNCIL OF WESTCHESTER

NEW YORK LEAGUE OF 
CONSERVATION VOTERS

GEORGE 
LATIMER

LINDA 
PUGLISI

PETE 
HARCKHAM

MONDAIRE 
JONES

SANDY  
GALEF

VOTE ROW A!
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 2

PAID FOR BY CORTLANDT 2021

LEARN MORE AT CORTLANDTFORWARD.COM

ENDORSED BY
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Across
1. Hamburg’s river
5. Posthumous Pulitzer Prize 
winner James
9. Hair tangle
10. Academic types, abbr.
11. Not a fish supplement, but a 
way to heat
your home and save $$
12. Markers
13. They desert causes
15. Prickly seed case
16. Fall month, abbr.
17. Attention grabber
20. Cat calls
22. Wing
23. Sheepish computer memory?
25. Vinny Gambini” would eat at this 
Mahopac
restaurant
29. Toward shelter, nautically
31. Makes one
32. Cub Scout units
33. Flight section
34. Heartthrob Brad
35. Going __ crazy
Down
1. Approval
2. Neighbor of Cambodia
3. Englishman, abbr.
4. “Enchanted” role for Anne Hathaway
5. Per person

6. Halloween correspondent?
7. Part of some e-mail addresses
8. Count followers
9. Absorb
11. Jamie Foxx’s vehicle in “Collateral”
14. “Magnum, P.I.” star Selleck
18. Most cunning
19. What patients need, for short
21. Not so crazy
24. Ed.’s in-box filler
26. Not theirs
27. Condo, e.g.
28. Spanish affirmatives
29. Payroll processing company
30. Waikiki wear

Answers on page 25

Crossword

Buy Myles Mellor’s easy, super easy, medium crosswords, family puzzle books, 
word searches and cryptograms at www.ilovecrosswords.com

 
BEECHER FLOOKS FUNERAL HOME, INC. 

        

Personally Owned and Supervised By 

              William F  Flooks, Jr.    & William J  Flooks                 
                         Proprietor              Licensed Funeral Director                             

Caring for our community since 1928 
Personal and Complete Funeral Service 

418 Bedford Road…Pleasantville, NY 10570…769-0001 

www.beecherflooksfh.com

BF 
EEC ER F O KS FUNERA  HOME  I C  

        

rsonally Owned a d S pervised B  

              lliam F  Fl k  Jr     lliam J  Fl k                  
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“The place to turn in your time of need!”

Police Blotter
Croton-on-Hudson Police 
Department

Oct. 4: Patrol responded to Half Moon 
Bay Drive at 5:22 p.m. on a report from 
a resident who stated that she received a 
letter in the mail from an unknown source 
that had very derogatory language about 
their spouse. There was no report taken at 
this time.       

Oct. 5: Croton EMS responded to 
Veterans Plaza at 10:59 p.m. for a party who 
locked themselves in the bathroom and was 
in need of medical attention. Patrol, along 
with another law enforcement agency, were 

able to get the party out of the bathroom. 
The individual was transported to the 
hospital.  

Oct. 7: Patrols responded to Croton Point 
Avenue at 1:03 p.m. on a report of a party 
loitering on their property while yelling 
obscenities. The area was checked and the 
party was located at the train station. They 
were interviewed, appeared disoriented 
and Croton EMS was notified to respond. 
The subject refused to be seen by medical 
personnel and left the scene on foot. 

Oct. 10: Patrol responded to Maple 
Street on a report of a disorderly group of 
juveniles at 10:18 p.m. It was discovered 
there had been an altercation between two 

parties. One of those parties had left the 
scene prior to the officers’ arrival. Parents 
were notified and a report was to be filed.   

 
County Police/Mount Kisco

Oct. 14: Officers responded to the 
Holiday Inn parking lot on Holiday Inn 
Drive at 2:08 a.m. on a report of a man 
sleeping in a car. The man, who appeared 
intoxicated and disoriented, told officers he 
was depressed and was planning to drive 
to Denver. Officers took him to Northern 
Westchester Hospital for a mental health 
evaluation.

Oct. 14: A 56-year-old man was issued a 
summons for drinking alcohol from an open 
container in the Blackeby parking lot off 
South Moger Avenue at 9:40 a.m.

Oct. 15: A Yorktown resident reported at 
12:48 p.m. that his brother apparently used 
his identity while receiving a traffic ticket 
in Mount Kisco. The Yorktown man said he 
could provide proof that he was at work on 
the day and time the summons was issued 
and that his brother provided his personal 
information to an officer issuing the ticket 
in Mount Kisco and to Yonkers police in a 
separate matter. The case was turned over 
to detectives for additional investigation.

North Castle Police Department

Oct. 10: A Wampus Avenue resident 
reported at 5:24 p.m. that earlier this date 
that an older couple was walking their dog 

and permitted it to defecate on her lawn 
without picking it up. A minor argument 
ensued when the complainant confronted 
the couple about cleaning up after their 
dog. She wanted the incident as a matter of 
record because of a concern the couple will 
return and harass her.

Oct. 12: The Bedford dog control officer 
reported finding a white and black Shih Tzu 
in the area of Bedford Banksville Road at 
9:12 a.m. He would like to be notified if 
anyone reports a dog missing fitting that 
description.

Oct. 12: A caller reported at 9:30 a.m. 
that his car was possibly vandalized on 
High Street with car parts left on his 
property. The responding officer gathered 
information; a report to follow. 

Pleasantville Police Department

Oct. 9: Report of criminal mischief on 
Hopper Street at 11:30 a.m. after a car was 
keyed. The matter is under investigation.

Oct. 12: A Honda Pilot was reported 
stolen from Mountain Road at 5:56 a.m. 
The keys were left in the car and it was 
unlocked.

Oct. 13: An unlocked car was ransacked 
on Broadway at 10:12 p.m. Loose change 
was reported missing.

Oct. 14: A Croton-on-Hudson resident 
was pulled over on Pleasantville Road after 
driving erratically. A summons was issued 
and an appearance in village court was 
scheduled.

United Way to Host Human Trafficking 
Learning Session Oct. 28

The United Way of Westchester and 
Putnam is co-hosting an hour-long 
live learning session with United Way 
Worldwide’s Center titled “Understanding 
Human Trafficking: The Intersections & 
Complexities” on Thursday, Oct. 28 at noon.

The event will include a team of survivor 
leaders who are experts in the anti-human 
trafficking movement. The session will 
provide an overview of the issue of human 
trafficking and information on how we can 
strategically and collectively combat it in our 
community.

Human trafficking is a widespread 
and often invisible crime that occurs 
worldwide and in our own backyards. It is 

the act of compelling someone into work or 
commercial sex acts through force, fraud or 
coercion. 

Although it is illegal everywhere, human 
trafficking happens everywhere, including in 
our community. Whether or not we recognize 
it, this is an issue we all touch daily through 
our professional and personal lives. 

Fortunately, we are positioned to drive a 
powerful, unified strategy to combat human 
trafficking together as a community.

All are welcome, but advance registration 
is necessary. To register or for more 
information, visit https://www.uwwp.org/
human-trafficking-session/
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ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES

MOST CASH PAID FOR 
paintings, antiques, furniture, 
silver, sculpture, jewelry books, 
cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, 
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL 
AARON AT 914-235-0302

AUTO DONATIONS

Drive Out Breast Cancer: 
Donate a car today! The benefits 
of donating your car or boat: Fast 
Free Pickup - 24hr Response Tax 
Deduction - Easy To Do! Call 

24/7: 855-905-4755

ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES

**COMIC BOOKS WANTED! 
TOP PRICES PAID!** 30 years 
experience. Reliable and honest! 
Call or Text:  917-699-2496, 
or e-mail: smileLP@aol.com.  
Thanks.

BUYING/SELLING

Buying diamonds, gold, silver, 
all fine jewelry and watches, coins, 
paintings, better furs, complete 
estates. We simply pay more! Call 
Barry 914-260-8783 or e-mail 
Americabuying@aol.com

EDUCATION / CAREER TRAIN-
ING

COMPUTER & IT 
TRAINING PROGRAM! Train 
ONLINE to get the skills to 
become a Computer & Help Desk 
Professional now! Grants and 

Scholarships available for certain 
programs for qualified applicants. 
Call CTI for details! (844) 947-
0192 (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

TRAIN AT HOME TO DO 
MEDICAL BILLING! Become a 
Medical Office Professional online 
at CTI! Get Trained, Certified 
& ready to work in months! Call 
855-543-6440. (M-F 8am-6pm 
ET)

FOR SALE

Piano - Yamaka, as new $800. 
Glasses-drinking, large collection 
from 1700’s. Refrigerator-two 
small as new, black $60 each. Call 
(914) 245-6906

GOLD / SILVER WANTED

HIGHEST PRICE$ PAID - 
Visit West- chester’s Top Buyer 
for Gold, Silver, Diamonds, Coins 
& Currency, Watches, Jewelry. 
Licensed, Professional, No 
Appointment Necessary. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays 10am-
6pm, Mt. Kisco Gold & Silver, 
139E Main Street. 914-244-
9500

HEALTH

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills 
for $99. 100 pills for $150. FREE 
shipping. Money back guaranteed! 
1-855-579-8907

HELP WANTED

Sr. Project Manager - White 
Plains, NY. Manage construction 
progress/safety/quality assurance/
compliance with contract 
design. Oversee scheduling/cost 
estimating/training modules to 
dvlp, oversee civil engineers & 
data analysts. Eval risks/prep 
reports/resolve problems. Prep 
preconstruction phase/projects 
to finalize project budgeting incl 
development of alternatives. 
Assist President on submitting 
new proposals/presentations/dvlp 
strategies for Data Analytics AI 
& ML proposals in risk mgmt. 
Reqs a Mstr’s deg in Civil Engrg/
Building Construction Sci & 3 yrs 
of exp handling a range of diverse 
& large civil engrg projects. Reqs 
a Biz Analytics Cert or similar. A 
Mstr’s deg in Biz Admin (MBA) 
& background in biz aspect of civil 
engrg is preferred. Mail Resume 
to DACK Consulting Solutions, 
Attn: HR, 2 William St., Ste. 
202, White Plaines, NY 10601

Project Engineer (White 
Plains, NY): Support civil 
construction through estimating 
/ negotiation / contracting / 
construction administration / 
closeout Coordinate internally 
with other dept’s/externally 
with contractors/suppliers for 
prescribed policies/procedures. 
Observe/ensure construction 
practices as req’d for compliance 
of construction operations/
execution with federal, state/
local codes/industry standards/
co. procedures, & contractual 
reqmnts. Reqs: Mstr’s deg in Civil 
Engrg or Construction Mgmt; & 
2 yrs relevant exp. Mail resume 
to DACK Consulting Solutions, 
Attn: HR, 2 Williams St., Ste. 
202, White Plains, NY 10601
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800-736-9629
NYImprovementFund.com
PROGRAMS AVAILABLE RIGHT NOW FOR NEW YORK RESIDENTS

Rooong | Windows | Siding | Insulation | Walk-In Tubs

When you need a
new roof, windows
or doors and need

help paying for
them, call us.

NOTICE TO 
NEW YORK RESIDENTS

Homeowner Funding enables families to make necessary 
energy efficient home repairs who:
•	 ARE	UNABLE	TO	PAY	CASH	FOR	NECESSARY	HOME	

REPAIRS.	
•	 CANNOT	AFFORD	HIGH	OR	ADDITIONAL	MONTHLY	

PAYMENTS.
•	 HAVE	BEEN	TURNED	DOWN	FOR	FREE	STATE	OR	

GOVERNMENT	PROGRAMS.

up to$25,000
NO	Equity	RequiredNO	Money	Down

Approved applications will have the work completed by a quality repair crew provided by: HOMEOWNER FUNDING

QUALIFY	TODAY:		(800) 736-9629
or visit NYImprovementFund.com

REPAIRS	INCLUDE:	
ROOFING	•	SIDING	•	WINDOWS	•	DOORS	&	MORE...

Promo Code: 285Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.
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EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Off er valid at time of estimate only  2The leading consumer reporting 
agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” 
CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  
License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# 
H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registra-
tion# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# PA069383  Suff olk HIC  License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  
License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

1-855-478-9473CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

Call to get your FREE Information Kit

1-855-225-1434
Dental50Plus.com/nypress

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefits 
Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details about 
this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. 
Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider 
kinds: B438, B439 (GA: B439B).
6208-0721

DENTAL Insurance

continued on page 26
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Organization Holds Essay Contest on 
Housing’s Role Influencing Future

On Sunday, Oct. 31, Halloween night 
at 7 p.m., Dr. Sandor Szabo, music 
director and organist will perform a 
short organ concert featuring a spooky 
selection of well-known organ music 
such as “Toccata and Fugue” by Bach, 
“Dance Macabre” by Saint-Seans, 
excerpts from “Nutcracker Ballet, 
Tchaikovsky,” excerpts from “Peer 

Gynt Suite” and “Suite Gothique” by 
Boellman. 

The free concert will take place at 
Sacred Heart Church, located at 417 
Broadway in Dobbs Ferry. Open to all 
ages. Come in costume and enjoy this 
festive music before or after trick-or-
treating.

Halloween Organ ‘Spooktacular’ 
Set for October 31

Lifting Up Westchester, a nonprofit 
agency committed to helping individuals 
experiencing homelessness and hunger 
achieve self-sufficiency, announced last 
week its fifth annual high school student 
essay contest. 

Open to all pupils attending school in 
Westchester grades 7-12, students are 
invited to explore the role housing plays 
in influencing their personal future, the 
future of their community and how it 
impacts all of Westchester.

This year’s essay challenges students 
to reflect broadly on the issue of housing 
in Westchester. Today, there are 1,800 
individuals living in shelters every night 
in the county. There are tens of thousands 
of Westchester residents living in homes 
where their tenancy is unstable. Even more 
individuals and families have to couch surf 
or live within overcrowded quarters just to 
have a roof over their head. 

There are negative physical, mental 
health and educational consequences for 
those experiencing inadequate housing and 
all forms of homelessness. The pandemic 
has exacerbated the housing problem for 
a much broader socioeconomic group who 
lost jobs and/or had salaries reduced at the 
same time that rents and mortgages have 
risen faster than income and earnings.

“We know that stable, adequate housing 
is a critical foundation on which all other 

individual and family success can be built,” 
said Anahaita Kotval, CEO of Lifting Up 
Westchester. “This year’s essay contest 
challenges our students to reflect deeply 
on how we can ensure adequate housing 
for all our neighbors.” 

The essay contest was established in 
2017 in memory of Beth Massey Rubens, a 
lifelong teacher, tutor and mentor who had 
a love for language arts.

First-, second- and third-place cash 
prizes will be awarded in each of the three 
grade groups: seventh and eighth grades, 
ninth and 10th grades and 11th and 12th 
grades. New this year is an ESL category. 
Any ESL student in grades 7-12 can choose 
to enter this category. 

First prize in each category is $500, 
second place is $250 and third place is 
$100.

The contest, which kicked off last 
Friday, is accepting students’ submissions 
through Jan. 17, 2022, at 5 p.m. Students 
can enter the contest through the 
dedicated portal at http://s.alchemer.com/
s3/2022-LUW-Essay-Contest and upload 
their essays. Winners will be announced in 
late February. 

Students, teachers and parents can learn 
more about how the contest works and 
review the judging process and criteria by 
visiting https://www.liftingupwestchester.
org/essay-contest.

Crossword 
Answers

Before another word is read, a solid 
goodbye to a giant of Irish traditional 
music, Paddy Moloney, a founding 
member of The Chieftain, who left us on 
Oct. 11, a young 83. We’ll give him his 
full due in a future article.  

For now, “Slán abhaile, Padraig!” Safe 
home!

Given the time of year, it’s fitting 
to reprise an earlier topic, the Celtic 
festival of Samhain, what we today call 
Hallowe’en. Aptly described in Frank 
Delaney’s eminently readable study, 
“The Celts,” as “the greatest Celtic 
festival,” Samhain (pronounced SOW-
in, with the “ow” as in “how”) is a perfect time for us 
to reflect and reconsider our roots, and the beliefs our 
forebears held close to their hearts. 

With the coming of the Christian era, Samhain, along 
with other Celtic feasts and festivals, was “redecorated,” 
in this case becoming the Christian 
Feast Day of All Saints (Nov. 1), also 
called All Hallows Day. In fact, the term 
in use today – Hallowe’en – signifies 
the Eve of All Hallows. Let’s look more 
closely at Samhain and its lingering presence today.

Sundown on Oct. 31 marks the beginning of the feast. 
It continues into the following day, Nov. 1, and ends with 
the setting sun that day. The Celts kept time differently 
than we do. For them, the 24-hour day began and ended 
at sunset, rather than our midnight. 

Samhain is one of the four major Celtic seasonal 
festivals, the others being Imbolc (Feb. 1), Beltaine 
(May 1) and Lughnasa (Aug. 1). Samhain marks the 

end of the harvest season, 
the beginning of the Celtic 
winter, the birth of another 
year and the beginning of 
the storytelling season, 
which would run until 
spring. At Samhain, we 
move from the “light” half 
of the year, to the “dark” 
half. Samhain continues 
to exhibit a magnetic hold on the 
popular imagination, and has morphed 
into an almost universally celebrated 
event throughout the Western world: 
Hallowe’en.

What happens during this almost 24-hour period from 
dusk to dusk? The boundaries between our world of the 
living and that of the dead are lifted, and free passage is 
afforded to the spirits inhabiting the far side, whether 
good or evil. It is a time for honoring ancestors, inviting 

them to step through the portal and 
take a seat at the hearth. We solicit 
their aid in warding off malevolent 
spirits who may have slipped through, 
with the aim of wreaking havoc among 

the living for the duration of the feast.  
One method of protection is to don evil-looking garb, 

bizarre costumes and ghoulish masks to fool evil spirits 
into thinking that someone is already well at work 
spreading mayhem and havoc. Food is prepared as an 
offering, both for the living and the dead. Portions left 
uneaten will be shared later with those less fortunate. 
A scary night, certainly, but one with great purpose and 
a stronger chance of calling protection upon oneself and 

one’s family than most others offered.
Enter Christianity, and a convenient 

transformation occurs. The Feast of All 
Saints is on Nov. 1, and the day after, the 
Feast of All Souls. Why Oct. 31 wasn’t 
similarly commandeered is a mystery, 
but may speak to the depth of Samhain’s 
starting hours in the people’s psyche – 
strong magic not to be toyed with. And on 
these Christian feast days, we still honor 

the dead, saints or sinners, just as the ancient Celts did. 
On their eve, the custom of wearing disguises to ward 
off evil spirits endures, a solid favorite of young and old 
alike.

Irishcentral.com lays out a nice blessing to sum it all 
up, deftly balancing a blend of beliefs:

“At all Hallow’s Tide, may God keep you safe
From goblin and pooka and black-hearted stranger,
From harm of the water and hurt of the fire,
From thorns of the bramble, from all other danger,
From Will O’ The Wisp haunting the mire;
From stumbles and tumbles and tricksters to vex you,
May God in His mercy, this week protect you.”

Pleasantville resident Brian McGowan was born and 
raised in the Bronx and is a second-, third- and fifth-
generation Irish-American/Canadian, as his immigrant 
ancestors followed several paths to the New World. Reach 
him at brian.m.mcgowan1952@gmail.com or on Twitter 
(@Bmcgowan52M). He is the author of two books 
“Thunder at Noon,” about the battle of Waterloo, and 
“Love, Son John,” about World War II. Both are available 
at Amazon.com.

Samhain: A Fitting Time to Reflect and Reconsider Roots

Irish Eclectic

By Brian McGowan

@ ExaminerMedia

FACEBOOK.COM/
EXAMINERMEDIA

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER

 Follow ExaminerMedia on social media to monitor the latest 
breaking news and local reporting tidbits 
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today.   15% 
off and 0% financing for those who 
qualify. PLUS Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-877-763-2379

The Generac PWRcell, a 
solar plus battery storage system. 

SAVE money, reduce your reliance 
on the grid, prepare for power 
outages and power your home. Full 
installation services available. $0 
Down Financing Option. Request a 
FREE, no obligation, quote today. 
Call 888-871-0194

Never Pay For Covered 
Home Repairs Again! Complete 
Care Home Warranty COVERS 
ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND 
APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK 
FREE. $200.00 OFF + 2 FREE 

Months! 866-440-6501

LILY OF THE VALLEY 
FLORAL DESIGN

Located in Peekskill, NY 
is accepting resumes for the 
following positions: 2 Part-Time 
Sales Associate Positions. These 
positions have been made available 
by the provisions of a grant to 
Lily of the Valley Floral Design 
from the New York State Office 
of Community Renewal CDBG.  
Low to moderate income persons 

as defined by HUD will be given 
first consideration in hiring.  
Interested applicants should email 
their resume to pamlilyvalley@
lilyofthevalleyfd.com or by mail to: 
Lily of the Valley Floral Design, 
P.O. Box 629, Peekskill, NY 10566.   
Resume and cover letters must be 
received by Thursday, October 
28, 2021.

MISCELLANEOUS

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 
Year Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo 

with 190 channels and 3 months 
free premium movie channels! 
Free next day installation! Call 
888-508-5313

A nonprofit organization 
in Westchester, NY is seeking 
sealed bids for sales and installation 
of security related enhancements. 
This is a New York State 
Division of Homeland Security 
and Emergency Services
grant funded project. The project 
includes (i) installation of one or 
more: technology (such as CCTV, 
access control, alarms, sensors, 
X-ray machines, magnetometer), 
security film, doors, locks, 
windows, bollards, booth, planters, 
barriers, lighting, fencing, privacy 
fencing, gates, (ii) training 
programs, and (iii) security 
personnel. Bids will be accepted 
until 5:00 PM on December 5, 2021.  
Work is expected to commence by 
the week of January 31,2022 and be 
completed by August 31,2023. All 
interested vendors will be required 
to demonstrate preliminary 
qualifications and licensing for this 
work, acknowledge receipt of the 
proposal documents, and provide 
company name, business address, 
telephone, fax and email address, 
and primary contact name. 
Selection criteria will be based 
on knowledge of surveillance and 
security, adherence to projected 
work schedule, prior experience, 
references, and cost. Specifications 
and bid requirements can be 
obtained by contacting us at 
Westchestergrants@gmail.com           

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

5 Acres only $59,900! Easy 
access Albany NY-Benn VT. 
Perfect for mini-farm. Build your 
home on the knoll overlooking this 
gorgeous 5-acre meadow! Raise 
animals, grow own vegetables, 
great views, southern exposure, 
surveyed. Owner financed. 802-
447-0779

TV INTERNET PHONE

Get DIRECTV! ONLY $69.99/
month! 155 Channels & 1000s of 
Shows/Movies On Demand (w/
SELECT All Included Package.) 
PLUS Stream on Up to FIVE 
Screens Simultaneously at No 
Additional Cost. Call DIRECTV 
1-888-534-6918

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 
Channels + $14.95 High Speed 
Internet. Free Installation, Smart 
HD DVR Included, Free Voice 
Remote. Some restrictions apply.  
Promo Expires 1/21/22.  1-888-
609-9405

101921
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STRONG AS STEEL WITH THE 
ATTRACTIVE LOOK OF VARIOUS 
ROOF STYLES

Upgrade Your Home with a

NEW METAL ROOF 
Guaranteed to Last a Lifetime!

From Dimensional Shingles to classic styles 
reminiscent of Cedar Shake and Spanish Tile, an 
architectural roo� ng system by Erie Metal Roofs 
can enhance the beauty of your home while 
protecting your family and property for a lifetime.

Call today to schedule your 

FREE ESTIMATE 1-855-492-6084
Made in 
the USA

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any 
other offer. Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an 
advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer 
terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be available in your area. 
Offer expires December 31st 2021. If you call the number provided, you consent 
to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages 
by Erie or its affiliates and service providers using automated technologies notwith-
standing if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy 
Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved.

LIMITED TIME OFFER

60%off
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 

10% off

YOUR INSTALLATION

Install for Military, Health 
Workers and First Responders

+

Warranty- Limited Lifetime. 
Transferable to 1 subsequent 
owner from original purchaser. 
Terms and conditions apply. 
Hail up to 2.5”, Appearance 
of the surface coating beyond 
normal wear and tear. 

Limited time offer.
Expires 12.31.21

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

877-516-1160

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time O� er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions. 

One touch of a button 
sends help fast, 24/7.

alone
I’m never

Life Alert® is always 
here for me.

I’ve fallen and I can’t get up!

®

Help at Home

sends help fast, 24/7.
with GPS!

Help On-the-Go

For a FREE brochure call: 

1-800-404-9776

Saving a Life EVERY 11 MINUTES

Batteries Never Need Charging.

Please apply online by Oct 30th at 
https://monticelloschools.tedk12.com/hire  EOE

NYS Certification Required

Middle Level CTE Teacher 
NYS Certification in Business, Family &

Consumer Science or Health Science Required 
Dance Teacher (HS) 

Living Environment/General Science Teacher (MS) 
Mathematics Teacher (7-12)  •  World Language Teacher

School Counselor (Elem)

Immediate Openings 
Monticello Central School

Grant Funded Positions
ENL Teacher  •  Social Studies Teacher (7-12)  •  School Counselor (HS) 

Social Worker (Elem)  •  Teaching Assistants (Elem) 

 The Monticello CSD is seeking the following Special Education Teaching Positions. 
Biology Teacher (7-12)  •  English Teacher (7-12)

Monticello Central School 
Special Education Openings

Grant Funded Positions
Biology Teacher 7-12)  •  ELA Teacher ( 7-12)   •  Mathematics Teacher (7-12) 

Social Studies Teacher (7-12)   •  Spanish Teacher (MS & HS)
Leave Replacements

Mathematics Teacher (7-12) 

Please apply online by Oct 30th at 
https://monticelloschools.tedk12.com/hire  EOE

NYS Certification Required

continued from page 24
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Todd Elementary students are in luck. 
Not only does their school have its very 

own STEAM teacher this year, but she 
comes to Briarcliff Manor with background 
in International Baccalaureate (IB), an 
inquiry-based learning program.

The new teacher, Amira Lahlouh, hails 
from Canada, where she spent six years 
working as an elementary school teacher 
and regularly used science, technology, 
engineering, arts and mathematics in her 
classroom.

“I always did different STEAM-related 
activities that I integrated into the subjects 
that I taught,” she said. “This fits well with 
the IB program because STEAM is all about 
inquiry-based learning.” 

Lahlouh has done various professional 
development workshops but also learned on 
her own. 

“My degree is in mathematical sciences 
and I have always loved math and science 
but STEAM is a passion of mine,” she said. 

Before Lahlouh arrived at the district, 
various teachers did STEAM activities. 
Now, however, with Lahlouh, they have been 
organized as one subject that encompasses 
many subjects within the curriculum.

“I am trying to integrate STEAM to the 
existing curriculum and working with the 
teachers to do activities that will enhance 
the work that they are already doing,” 
Lahlouh said. “I have done that when I 
worked back in Canada, too; I helped other 
teachers integrate STEAM activities into 
their curriculum.

“I can always find ways to integrate 

subjects like coding or makerspace into the 
program. It makes it more exciting because 
it adds another dimension of learning.”

Recently, Lahlouh visited Ana Correia’s 
second-grade class to work on coding and 
spelling. 

“I taught the students how to code blue 
bots which is fairly simple and a great way 
to introduce coding for the younger grades,” 
she said. “We used the blue bots to spell 
different words – we started with simple 
words, so the students would code the blue 

bots to spell the word cat, for example.”
Once the students learn how to code with 

the blue bots, they can use coding as one of 
the options when they have various stations 
in the classroom.

“If one of the stations is word work, 
students can choose to use coding as one 
of the options to practice spelling,” Lahlouh 
said.  

Lahlouh works in both the students’ 
classrooms and her own classroom to have 
the students engage in the various activities.

“Recently, for example, kindergarten 
students came to my room to do an activity 

where they were tasked with creating a 
structure that will prevent an ice cube from 
melting,” Lahlouh said. 

She acknowledged that not all schools 
have a dedicated STEAM teacher and thinks 
it is fortunate to have such an opportunity 
for students.

“There has been a bigger push for it 
recently in the area because there has been 
a push in New York State, so more schools 
are starting to get STEAM teachers. I am 
fortunate to have been hired to do this work 
at Todd,” Lahlouh said. 

“ I am ready to bring my experience and
passion for the communities of Northern
Westchester as Legislator for District 1 -
Cortlandt, Peekskill, Yorktown  "

Lower Taxes
As a Peekskill City Councilman, Joe worked to turn the city’s failing fiscal
position around that had seen out of control spending and borrowing. This
is the same focus that Joe will bring to Westchester County government. 

As a former Town of Cortlandt Court Officer and Peekskill Auxiliary Police
Officer, Joe knows the critical importance of public safety. While serving in City
government, Joe was the council liaison to the Police and Fire Departments as
well as the Office of Emergency Management, an organization he had served as
a volunteer for over a decade. His commitment to public safety and law
enforcement is critical to the communities of Northern Westchester. 

Joe knows small business. He is the owner of Reliable Sewer and Drain for close
to 30 years and has championed the cause of small business to create jobs and
opportunity throughout the area. As a member of the Peekskill Yacht Club, Joe
sponsors annual boat rides for Peekskill’s disadvantaged youth. Joe Torres is the
right person at the right time to represent the Towns of Cortlandt and Yorktown
and the City of Peekskill.

Public Safety

Small Business

Paid for by Friends of Joe Torres

@FriendsOfJoeTorres

www.FriendsOfJoeTorres.com

TorresForLegislator@gmail.com

Todd Elementary School Welcomes In-House STEAM Teacher

Amira Lahlouh, the new dedicated STEAM 
teacher at Todd Elementary School in Briarcliff 
Manor.

Todd Elementary School students coding blue bots, one way to help introduce younger students to 
coding.
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COMMUNITY. COMMITMENT. EXPERIENCE. SERVICE.
PAID FOR BY THE MOUNT PLEASANT REPUBLICAN COMMITTEE

OUR PROMISE

2597 Rt. 22 Patterson PATTERSONAUTOBODY.COM 845 . 8 7 8 . 3 456
COLLISION REPAIR • NYS INSPECTION • AIR CONDITIONING • WHEEL ALIGNMENT & BALANCING PREVENTIVE MAINTENANCE • TOWING • TIRE CENTER • LIGHT DUTY VEHICLE SPECIALISTS

Your Complete Automotive Service Center

CALL TODAY FOR AN APPOINTMENT

When Down Time is
NOT AN OPTION...

We’ll get you back in business!
Fleet, Vans, Boxes and Light Duty Trucks
IT’S ALWAYS FLEET WEEK AT PATTERSON AUTO BODY!

NY VEHICLE INSPECTION

YOUR LOCAL TIRE CENTER

OIL CHANGE • POWERSTEERINGCHANGE • FILTERSCHANGED
COOLANTCHANGE • BRAKE FLUIDCHANGE
CHECKYOURVEHICLESMAINTENANCEGUIDE,
SOMEVEHICLESREQUIREMORECHANGES THANOTHERS.
OURTEAMOFCERTIFIEDMECHANICSWILLMAKESURE
YOURVEHICLE ISREADY FORCHANGE IN EVERYSEASON.
CHECK OUT ALL OF OUR SPECIALS AND TIPS ON LINE!

PattersonAutoBody.com

IT’S A NEW SEASON!
A NEW SEASON
MEANS TIME
FOR CHANGE!!
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48 COUNTRIES 31,000+ REAL ESTATE
PROFESSIONALS

Just as Christie's curates great art sales, Christie's International Real
Estate assembles the world's leading real estate experts, dedicated to

providing the highest quality home buying and selling services. Our
trusted advisors are leaders in the local market and meet strict

standards of excellence by demonstrating continual success in the
marketing and selling of properties and upholding the core values of the

Christie's brand.

Properties listed with the Christie's International Real Estate network
gain unrivaled international exposure. Our marketing programs mix

new media with proven techniques, constantly evolving to achieve
results across diverse venues and approaches.

E X P E R I E N C E  T H E
D I F F E R E N C E

We invite you to visit our beautiful state-of-the-art Chappaqua Sales
Gallery and speak with one of our agents. 

IN PROPERTY SALES
OVER THE LAST 5 YEARS *

All information provided herein has been obtained from sources believed reliable, but may be subject to errors, omissions, change of price, prior sale, or withdrawal without notice. Christie’s International Real Estate and its affiliates make no representation, warranty or guaranty as to accuracy
of any information contained herein. You should consult your advisors for an independent investigation of any properties. With exception of New York City, all real estate companies are exclusive affiliates of Christie’s International Real Estate, and not wholly owned by Christie’s. If your property is
currently listed with another broker, this is not intended as solicitation. *Statistical numbers represent the Christie's global affiliate network as of 12/31/20.

Contact YOUR TRUSTED ADVISOR today for all of your real estate needs.

6 South Greeley Avenue | Chappaqua, New York 10514
914-266-9200 | christiesrehudsonvalley.com

L O C A L  E X P E R T I S E .  G L O B A L  R E A C H .L O C A L  E X P E R T I S E .  G L O B A L  R E A C H .

M e e t  t h e  C h a p p a q u a  S a l e s  T e a m

Scarsdale
914-200-3931

New City
845-205-3521

Nyack
845-512-5112

Chappaqua
914-266-9200

Gita Kinney
Licensed Real Estate  Salesperson

Nancy Shafiroff
Licensed Real Estate Salesperson

Doreen Zuccaro
Associate Real Estate Broker

Elisa Brickell
Licensed Real Estate Salesperson

Imma Carletto
Associate Real Estate Broker

Joan Marks
Associate Real Estate Broker-Manager

Gladys DiSisto
Associate Real Estate Broker

Gabriel Pasquale
VP - New Development

Alicia Goldman
Associate Real Estate Broker

Linda Schwarz
Licensed Real Estate Salesperson

940 OFFICES $500
BILLION
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Science & Tech Leader
       • Ph.D. Chemistry & Published Research Scientist
       • Software Developer & System Architect
       • Laboratory Informatics Business Analyst
       • U.S.Naval Research Laboratory Researcher
       • Experience in a wide range of industries

Business Owner
       • Lab Objects Corp, Daly Web Inc

Community Minded
       • Parent, grandparent, Mahopac home owner
         for 16 years, STEM and local business advocate,
         and Keep Putnam Beautiful sponsor

Meet April
E�ective & E�cient Government
       • Maximize transparency & public interest
       • Ease tax burden on families & seniors

Business Growth
       Expand water, sewer, and broadband to
              • Support small businesses
              • Bene�t remote workers and students
              • Keep seniors safe and connected in their homes

Sustainable Infrastructure
       • Strengthen Infrastructure against severe weather
       • Take advantage of climate smart grants
       • Form a Sustainable Infrastructure Task Force

Digital Surveillance Data Polices
       • Address how collected digital surveillance data is
         accessed, shared, and retained

April’s Goals for Carmel

Elect April Daly to the Carmel Town Council

Paid for by Friends of April Daly AprilForCarmel.com
Vote for A Better Carmel

Vote for Change

Vote Tuesday Nov. 2nd
Early Voting Oct. 23 - 31

Town of Cortlandt Halloween Events 
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Over the past 
few weeks, I’ve 
been focusing 
on the virtues of 
organically produced 
wines, those that 
are simpatico with 
the natural order 
of agriculture, 
grown and produced 
in a symbiotic 

relationship with the multitude of 
environments that influence the aroma, 
taste and enjoyment of a glass of wine. 

We’ve also explored the various phrases 
in today’s lexicon to describe the process 
by which wines are produced. The use of 
many of these words and phrases are not 
regulated, or government-defined, leaving 
many consumers in a quandary when 
confronted with “natural,” 
“organic,” “sustainable” or 
“biodynamic” on a label or 
in descriptive material.

Last week we took a 
deep dive into one of those 
descriptors, biodynamic, 
the ultimate expression of 
being one with nature. It has 
been espoused that this practice is one that 
will sustain the land, the winery workforce 
and protect mankind from the debilitating 
effects of big industry’s practices. 

But through all this, we’ve yet to delve 
into the ultimate expression of these 
various organic practices: the finished 
product.

In my opinion, these naturally produced 
wines are more representative of the land 
on which the grapes are grown, are more 
representative of the surrounding elements 
that influence the final grapes harvested 
and bring out the purest expression of the 
land and the grapevines as nature intended. 

How is biodynamic different from 
organic? It is a farming philosophy, 
not a farming practice. It incorporates 
elements of astronomy and benevolent 
co-existence with pests, all in an effort to 
sustain a mutually rewarding relationship 
with Mother Earth. For example, some 
practitioners will plant vines and harvest 
grapes by the phases of the moon in order 
to be in harmony with the earth’s natural 
cycles; others will bury a cow’s horn filled 
with cow manure in the vineyards on the 
autumnal equinox, believing that this will 

enrich the soil over the 
winter in preparation for 
spring growth. Still others 
will burn insects and weeds 
and spread the ashes in the 
vineyard to ward off other 
pests. 

This may sound like a 
harkening back to the Dark 

Ages, when occult practices prevailed, 
but think of it as a renaissance or an 
enlightenment that rejects modern day 
chemistry and crop management practices 
focused on the bottom line. 

A short history of vineyard management 
may help here. In Western Europe, grapes 
have been grown for thousands of years, well 

before the modern-
day influences of 
the petrochemical 
industry. The 
introduction of 
chemicals into the 
vineyard was hailed 
as a miracle for grape 
vigor and consistency. 

However, over 
the past century a 
noticeable change 
took place in the 
wines being produced. 
Multigenerational 
French family-owned 
wineries noticed a 
change in the flavors, 
aromas and the 
balance of fruit and 
acid in their wines. It seemed as if the wines 
were losing their natural characteristics. 
Thus, an organic movement began in the 
late 1970s. 

By the mid-1990s, many of these French 
winemakers decided that organic products 
still fell short of creating the truest 
expression of their wines. So they decided 
to employ the biodynamic practices that had 
served their forefathers so well. 

The result? In 1997, Domaine Leflaive, 
a famous winery in Burgundy, France, held 
a tasting. Two wines were blind-tasted and 
the tasters expressed a clear preference 
for one of them. Unbeknownst to the 
tasters, both wines sampled were from 
the same vineyard and same vintage, but 

from different plots 
in the vineyard; one 
had been farmed 
organically and the 
other biodynamically. 

The tasters 
stated that one wine 
had much better 
balance and acidity 
and lacked the 
extraneous aromas 
and flavors of the 
other wine, a purer 
expression of the 
fruit. Which wine was 
the overwhelming 
favorite? The 
biodynamically-
produced wine. The 
next year Domaine 

Leflaive became fully biodynamic. 
Numerous other winemakers have followed. 

I encourage you to seek out these wines 
and to urge your local wine merchant to 
stock them. You can be the first to enjoy the 
ultimate green product. Spread the word. 

Nick Antonaccio is a 45-year Pleasantville 
resident. For over 25 years, he has conducted 
wine tastings and lectures. Nick is a member 
and program director of the Wine Media Guild 
of wine journalists. He also offers personalized 
wine tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

Is Your Palate Able to Discern a Biodynamic Wine?

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

Westchester 2021 
Jingle 5K Bell Run 

Saturday, December 4, 2021

Westchester Community College

 For more information contact 
 Jamie Jordan (908) 347-6040 or jjordan@arthritis.org

www.jbr.org/westchester

Our diverse and experienced slate is the right choice to 
represent ALL of Mount Pleasant and ensure our town 

has the highest quality leadership possible!
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SUBSCRIBE TODAY
www.Examiner-Plus.com

Examiner+ goes deeper, wider, and longer in our 
storytelling. Vivid photography, infographics, and deep 
dives. Local lifestyle: food and drink, home and garden, 
arts and entertainment.

Sign up now for a FREE subscription to Examiner+ for 
partial access OR join as a paid member and enjoy FULL 
ACCESS to all of our premium news and feature stories. 
Support professional, independent local journalism.

INTRODUCING…INTRODUCING…




