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Putnam Close to Full Recovery After Slammed by Storm

By Rick Pezzullo

Most residents in Putnam County have
had their power restored following wicked
Tropical Storm Isaias that ripped through
the area last Tuesday, forcing Putnam
County Executive MaryEllen Odell to de-
clare a state of emergency.

“The wind gusts from the storm did
a large amount of damage in a relatively
short period of time”, said Odell, “NYSEG
reports that damage from this storm sur-
passed the damage to our region done by
Superstorm Sandy in 2012.”

At one point, more than 25,700 residents
had no electricity. As of Monday afternoon,
NYSEG reported 36 customers, mostly in
the Carmel section of Kent, remained in the
dark.

Putnam Valley Supervisor Sam Oliverio
reported Monday on his Facebook page
five residents had no power. He stated
those homes either had wires pulled from
their homes or the wire was disconnected
from the pole that leads to the house.

“Overall, the first two days were amaz-
ing for NYSEG and our town and highway
crews. Roads were cleared and power was
restored to over 60% of our homes by Thurs-
day,” Oliverio said. “Then the really tough
stuff had to be tackled on narrow roads,
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Roads blocked by fallen trees were a common sight during the height of Tropical Storm Isaias last

Tuesday.

isolated homes and heavily forested areas.
It's there that I have concerns. I remain
adamant about my incessant that NYSEG

needs to better prepare and respond to
these events. Waiting a week for power is
unacceptable and dangerous!”

NYSEG reported last Tuesday that
there were 1,300 downed wires, in addi-
tion to more than 161 broken poles in the
region. More than 1,200 company and
contractor (line and tree) resources were
commissioned to do repair and cleanup
work.

The Putnam region also experienced
cell service issues, including inability to
make phone calls and no internet. Cell
towers from New Jersey to Putnam report-
edly sustained major damage from the
storm.

Residents were reminded about the
dangers of carbon monoxide poisoning.
Bureau of Emergency Services Commis-
sioner Ken Clair reported there were 51
calls for carbon monoxide alarms since the
onset of Tropical Storm Isaias.

“Of great concern is that of the 51 calls,
all 51 of them actually had high carbon
monoxide readings,” Clair said. “Imagine if
just one of those alarms hadn’t gone off.”

Carbon monoxide is an odorless, color-
less gas that can cause sudden illness and
death and is produced whenever a fossil
fuel, such as gasoline, propane or natural
gas, are burned. “All residents should have
working carbon monoxide detectors in
their residence, it is the only way to detect
carbon monoxide,” Clair stressed.

Carmel, Mahopac Schools Outline Plans for Reopening

Like most districts in the re-

By Rick Pezzullo

With Governor Andrew Cuo-
mo giving the go-ahead for school
districts to reopen in September,
officials in the Carmel and Maho-
pac school districts have unveiled
their tentative plans on how to op-
erate and keep students, teachers
and staff safe during the coronavi-
rus pandemic.

“Despite the uncertain land-
scape the COVID-19 pandemic
brings, one thing we can all be
sure of is that the 2020-2021 school
year will be like no other,” Carmel
Acting Superintendent of Schools
Erik Stark stated in a message to
the community. “Since early June,
we have been working to develop
a plan to return students and staff
to our schools in the fall with our
primary concern in mind-the
health and safety of all. We want
students and employees to feel
comfortable and safe returning to
school buildings.”

gion, Carmel is preparing for
three  possible instructional
models: in-person teaching and
learning, remote teaching and
learning, and a hybrid model that
blends both in-person and remote
teaching and learning.

“It is important to note that our
plan focuses on academic instruc-
tion to enhance student perform-
ance and address learning loss.
At the same time, we will also
try our best to maintain a level of
extracurricular programs, clubs,
and athletics that are so impor-
tant to the physical, mental, and
social well-being of our students,”
Stark stated. “As we have seen,
much of the information regard-
ing the pandemic has evolved and
changed over time. Similarly, this
plan is a living document-subject
to updates and changes as new
information becomes available to
us.”

“We are also considering the

possibility of a fully remote option
for families that are uncomforta-
ble sending their children back to
school in the event that we begin
the year in a hybrid model,” Stark
noted. “While this is currently not
a part of our hybrid model, we
continue to explore ways that we
may be able to provide this option
within the confines of our budget
and at our current staffing levels.”

In the neighboring Mahopac
School District, which is look-
ing at the same three options as
Carmel, officials stated their plans
are “grounded in several guiding
principles: the welfare and safety
of our students and staff are para-
mount; academically, socially,
and emotionally having all stu-
dents the opportunity to return to
school full-time in the fall is ideal
as school closure poses threats
to the physical safety, social-emo-
tional well-being, and the mental
health needs of our students when
they are not in school; community

conditions regarding COVID-19
are fluid, therefore monitoring
conditions in our schools, with
our student and staff population
as well as within our school com-
munity is critical in making any
necessary changes in the future
to appropriately contain COV-
ID-19 spread; closing schools
can have a disproportionate im-
pact on various students within
our schools. Therefore, the plan
will focus on ensuring equity, ac-
cess, and support to the students
and communities that have been
impacted by school closure; and
maintaining ongoing communica-
tion with parents, staff, state and
local agencies.

The district has designated
Dr. Greg Stowell as COVID-19
safety coordinator (administrator)
whose responsibilities include
continuous compliance with all
aspects of the school’s reopen-
ing plan as well as any phased-in
reopening activities necessary to

allow for operational issues to be
resolved before activities return
to normal or “new normal” levels.

The district has also selected
Michael Tromblee to be the
Covid-19 Resource Coordinator
to assist each school building
and the community. He will be
responsible for answering ques-
tions from students, faculty, staff,
and parents or legal guardians of
students regarding the COVID-19
public health emergency and
plans implemented by the school.
In addition, the COVID-19 Re-
source Coordinator will serve as
the main contact upon the identifi-
cation of positive COVID-19 cases
and to be responsible for subse-
quent communication

Meanwhile, the Haldane
School District submitted its reo-
pening plan with three potential
learning models to New York
State on July 30 and expects to
finalize specific plans in the next
few weeks.
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St. Christopher’s Inn in Garrison Welcomes New Director

By Rick Pezzullo

St. Christopher’s Inn and the Francis-
can Friars of the Atonement in Garrison
have announced that Dr. James G. Schiller,
Ph.D., recently joined St. Christopher’s Inn
as its new Executive Director.

“Dr. Schiller has worked throughout his
career to bring healing and hope to those
with nowhere else to turn,” said Father
Brian Terry, S.A., Minister General of the
Franciscan Friars of the Atonement. “We
are thrilled to have him lead our team at
St. Christopher’s Inn, where we minister

to men in crisis, many of whom have fallen
through the cracks, beyond the reach of
state aid programs.”

St. Christopher’s Inn, a ministry of
the Franciscan Friars of the Atonement,
provides a continuum of shelter, addic-
tion treatment and recovery, and health
care services for men in crisis. By offer-
ing temporary housing, chemical depend-
ency treatment and primary health care,
St. Christopher’s Inn strives to address the
physical, emotional and spiritual healing of
the men it serves.

Dr. Schiller joins St. Christopher’s Inn after

25 years at Argus Community, Inc., a Bronx-
based nonprofit organization that provides in-
novative drug treatment programs and case
management services for disadvantaged
teens and adults. He holds a Ph.D. in Clinical
Psychology from Fielding Graduate Univer-
sity, a Masters of Arts in Clinical Psychology
from the Fielding Institute, a Masters of Arts
in General Psychology from Hunter College
and a Bachelor of Arts in General Psychology
from St. Anselm College.

“I am excited to join the talented and
dedicated team at St. Christopher’s Inn,”
said Dr. Schiller. “Working together, I know

we can advance the Inn’s essential mission
of bringing physical, emotional and spir-
itual healing and reconciliation to men in
our community who struggle with poverty,
homelessness and addiction.”

“We are pleased to welcome Dr. Schiller
to the Inn,” said Father Dennis Polanco, S.A.,
St. Christopher’s Inn President and Spiritual
Director. “He brings tremendous experience,
helping people break free of poverty and ad-
diction to drugs and alcohol and build new
lives based on the 12 steps of recovery, work,
hope and personal responsibility, which will
serve him well in his new role.”

52 Entries in Virtual Art Exhibit Hosted by Mahopac Library

ROCK PAPER SCISSORS, a
show of chance, is the theme of
a new virtual exhibit hosted by
Mahopac Public Library. Thirty
artists responded to the open
call for artwork for this show; all
of the 52 entries are included in
the four-minute ROCK PAPER
SCISSORS video produced by
the Library. This video can be
viewed via the Library’s website,
www.mahopaclibrary.org, or on
the Library’s YouTube chan-
nel: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=nUWktOAeiLo.

The exhibit features works on,
of, or about paper, stone, and ce-
ramics, many of which were pro-
duced in response to the pandem-
ic. The following questions were
posed to participants: “What have
you produced with the materials
at hand during the pandemic?”,
and “Were conflicts in your crea-
tive process resolved strategical-
ly, playfully, or by chance?” The
resulting work was a thoughtful
and imaginative range of expres-
sion — each artist contributing
their unique perspective on the
experience of social isolation and
limited exposure to the outside
world. Some works were humor-
ous or playful, others reflected an
unconstrained freedom to experi-

Social Distancing Ten by Ten by Candace Winters

ment with different materials.
The show’s theme was depict-
ed in a number of pieces includ-
ing Adrienne Cullom’s burin en-
graving: “Under the Rock & Over
the Hill”, Lawrence Flood’s digital
art print: “Rock, Paper, Scissors”,
James Sparks’ graphite drawing:
“Rock Face”, Maria Kapriellian’s

rock print collage: “Paper, Rock
Prints, Scissors”, Sherry Mayo’s
“Rock, Paper, Scissors” (graphite
on printmaking paper) and David
Lovelace’s “Two Papers Rocked
the Scissors” which is created
with hornet nest paper, Egyptian
papyrus, black slate, rock, and
23kt gold leaf.

Collage and assemblage works
by Jean Tock (“Story of a Life”),
Sharon Nakazato (“My Spring-
Summer with COVID”), and Can-
dace Winters (“Community Spread
Series #4”, “Social Distancing”),
exemplified the specific and pro-
found experience of living through
the pandemic. Uncommon mate-
rial was used in several three-di-
mensional pieces including Alicia
Gonzalez's “Presence 2” (oil paint
on birch bark and waxed linen),
Lavinia Wiggins’ “Old Elm Tree”
(eco dyed paper & form), Daniel
Rogers’ “Leonard” (paper maché
& acrylic), and Alice Walsh’s “Quilt
Sampler of Library Catalog Cards
1851-2006” (vintage library catalog
cards, fabric, batting and thread).

Other atypical material includes
paper pyrography works by Muj-
gan Aradici (“Remaining”, “Horse
Portrait”), alcohol inks on Yupo
paper collages by Jeanette Rod-
riguez (“Metallic Dreams”, “Sound
Body”), wall quilts using paper,
fabric and yarn by Nancy Mirman
(“Paper Play I”, “Paper Play II”),
and needle felting mixed media
works by Anne Zimmerman (“Gal-
axy Series I”, “Galaxy Series II”).

Watercolors by Michael Men-
del (“Gatto Di Strada”, “Barbara
& Floyd”), Barbara Della Femina

(“Roar and Shock in the Ani-
mal Kingdom”), Kjersti Lovece
(“The Greek Door”), Sally Jarvis
(“Trix”, “Howl”), and Liz Crimi
Olsson (“Flower Power”, “Deer
Me”) successfully explore this
delicate medium.

Rounding out this virtual exhib-
it is a moving pen and ink drawing
by Daniel Creary (“The Penitent”),
photographs by Nancy Faulds
(“Weedy Garden”, “Design Inspi-
rations”) and paintings by Betsy
Walters (“Make Lemonade”),
Erica Rush Rodriguez (“My’ Bride
Series”, “Brandi’ Bride Series”),
Seema Varma (“Possibilities”, “On
the Other Side”), and Heidi Stein
(“Billy 2”). Joann Zwolski’s bold
mixed media collages (“Discover”,
“Play”), and Jean Tock’s mixed
media piece entitled “New York
Times Magazine, Deconstructed”,
present an inventive use of words
and media in art. A spectacular
35foot mosaic installation entitled
“Lotus”, produced by Stephen J.
Miotto, explores old world crafts-
manship at its finest.

For more information about
this virtual exhibit, or to view the
ROCK PAPER SCISSORS video,
visit https://mahopaclibrary.org/
rock-paper-scissors-a-show-of-
chance-virtual-exhibit/.

Mongon, Savino Named to Lead Mahopac Board of Education

By Rick Pezzullo

and establishing a true team.”

Mongon said he was looking forward

Michael Mongon and Adam Savino
were recently chosen to lead the Mahopac
Board of Education for the 2020-21 school
year.

Mongon, a 1979 graduate of Maho-
pac High School, will serve as president.
Mongon is employed as a Sports Fields
and Parks consultant and Assistant Su-
perintendent for Parks in New Jersey. He
also sits on the Town of Carmel Recreation
Committee.

“It’s all about creating an environment
where our schools’ staff, both instructional
and non-instructional, feel supported, trust-
ed and respected,” Mongon said. “This can
be achieved with strong leadership, vision
and communication—hallmarks of creating

to helping teachers, staff and administra-
tors emerge from coronavirus pandemic
stronger than ever.

“We have excellent teachers and a very
skilled support staff,” he said. “We have to
give them the resources to do their jobs ef-
fectively. It’s an entire team effort.”

Savino, who has served on the board
since June 2019, will serve as vice presi-
dent. A longtime Mahopac resident, Savino
has worked in the utility industry for 30
years. He is a member of the Mahopac Vol-
unteer Fire Department and vice chair of
the Board of Fire Commissioners.

MICHAEL MONGON

ADAM SAVINO
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Schools to Reopen; Bedford, Hen Hud Refute Cuomo on Lack of Plan

By Martin Wilbur

Gov. Andrew Cuomo gave the go-
ahead for schools to reopen for the 2020-
21 academic year last Friday provided
districts submitted an in-person plan that
is approved by the state.

However, the governor’s office released
a statement Monday afternoon revealing
that two local districts were among the
107 across New York that had not yet filed
reopening plans.

In Westchester, the Bedford and
Hendrick Hudson school districts appeared
on the governor’s list of districts that had
failed to submit plans.

The threshold of having a regional
transmission rate of less than 5 percent for
a school to resume some level of in-class
instruction was easily met. The seven-
day rolling average on the state’s website
through Sunday showed all of the state’s
10 regions at or near 1 percent except
for the North Country, which was barely
above 0 percent.

Daily transmission rates in all 10 regions
were below 1 percent on both Saturday
and Sunday except for Long Island’s test
results on Sunday, which stood at 1.2
percent.

“Every region is well below our COVID
infection limit, therefore all school districts
are authorized to open,” Cuomo tweeted
last Friday. “If the infection rate spikes,
the guidance will change accordingly.”

However, Cuomo threatened the
delinquent districts by saying that if the
state fails to receive plans from those
school systems by the end of this week,
their buildings would remain shuttered.
He said districts’ plans have to pass muster
with parents and teachers who would be
the arbiters of whether they are adequate
for a community.

“If they don’t submit a plan by this
Friday, they can’t open,” Cuomo bluntly
stated.

However, there were reports that
officials from districts around the state had
submitted plans that were not recorded as
being received. On Monday, the Bedford
School District issued a statement refuting
the governor’s assertion that it had failed
to meet the state’s deadline.

“We submitted our plans to the New York
State Department of Education several
weeks ago and have since submitted
our plans to the NYSDOH,” Bedford’s
statement read. “Please be assured that
all our plans have been submitted to the
appropriate state agencies.”

The district’s website also had a link to
its 2020-21 reopening plan.

Two  weeks ago, administrators
announced its recommended plan of
opening schools five days a week for
students in grades K-2 and a hybrid plan
for the remainder of Bedford’s students.

Hendrick Hudson officials similarly
provided a statement saying that it had

submitted a return-to-school plan on

July 31 and instructional plans on Aug. 5.

Those were also posted on that district’s
website.

“While the Hendrick Hudson School
District currently appears on a list put out
by the Governor’s office of schools that did
not submit plans for in-person learning,
it is believed to be in error,” according
to the district’s statement. “The District
received multiple confirmations that its
plans were submitted and accepted, and it
expects the state to update and correct its
information in the next few days.”

The governor’s office also stated that
each district must complete three to five

public sessions with parents and teachers
and post their plans for remote learning,
testing and tracing on their website by
Aug. 21 to be in compliance with state
standards.

While the state must sort out the
confusion regarding the submission of
reopening plans, the New York State
Union of Teachers (NYSUT) warned that
infection rates is not the only consideration
when deciding to open schools. NYSUT
President Andy Pallotta said that educators
and parents are anxious about individual
plans. About 50 districts’ plans have been
considered incomplete.

Among the concerns is lack of guidance

on specific procedures for closure, testing
and contact tracing in the event of a
COVID-19 case in a school, Pallotta said.

“Right now, there may be some areas
where parents and educators are confident
in their district’s plan, but in many others,
we know they aren’t,” he said. “No district
should consider themselves ready to
reopen buildings until their plans are
safe and everything in that plan meant
to keep the school community safe is
implemented.”

Pallotta suggested that in districts
where there are concerns, school officials
should phase in the reopening of buildings.
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Census 2020 Operations Have Been
Shortened By a Month to Sept. 30

Westchester County was notified last
week that the U.S. Census Bureau will
be halting Census 2020 efforts one month
early, with operations concluding on Sept.
30.

With the new timeframe restrictions in
place, it has become more important that
all families fill out their Census forms.

During a normal Census, the Bureau
recruits thousands of people across the
country to do field work beginning in
mid-May through July 31. With the 2020
Census timeframe being cut short one
month early, Census workers will now
only have a month-and-a-half in the field.

There are an estimated 370,000
housing units in Westchester, from single-
family homes to accessory apartments
to multifamily buildings. At the current
reporting of about 64 percent of households
counted, there are still more than 130,000
housing units that have not yet had their
residents counted.

The impact of this is significant because
the Census Bureau estimates that every
resident not counted is a loss of about
$2,500 per year to local governments. This
translates to a $1 million loss for every
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400 households each year. Therefore, it
is crucial that all Westchester County
families participate in the Census.

Most recently, with funding for
COVID-19 relief based on Census
population data, the county needs accurate
numbers to ensure funding for health
care, schools, road repairs and many other
programs. The Census Bureau will not ask
for any citizenship information, and the
Census can be completed in just minutes.

To help ensure an accurate count, the
Census Bureau is having staff enumerators
knocking on doors of households that have
not yet responded to the Census. Please
ask to see the official ID badge of any
individual who knocks at your door, or you
can confirm a Census taker’s identity by
calling 1-844-330-2020.

The Census enumerators will follow
all COVID-19 protocols set forth by the
Centers for Disease Control, including
mask wearing, and will keep a safe
distance, but can assist any household
with completing the Census.

To find out more, visit www.2020Census.
gov.
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Mount Kisco Tree Art Contest
Deadline on Monday

Mount Kisco’s popular
Arbor Day My Favorite
Tree competition is now
open to youngsters under
18 years old. There is no
entry fee, and the deadline
for submitting entries is
Monday, Aug. 17.

“We have also opened up
the contest and exhibition
to include all students in
the Bedford Central School
District,” said Jim Gmelin,
one of the organizers and
chairman of the Mount
Kisco Tree Preservation
Board. “In addition,
we've launched a writing
competition in conjunction
with the art category. Our
youth are encouraged to also express
their love for trees in poetry, song or
essay.”

This year’s entries will be judged
in three age groups: age 6 and under,
ages 7-12, and ages 13-18. Winners will
receive an award at an event in Leonard
Park during the town’s postponed
Arbor Day celebration, which will be
held later this year. All entries will be
displayed in an online gallery.

Entries should be sent
mkarborday2020@gmail.com.

ool e i s

Participants, parents, teachers or other
helpers should photograph or scan the
painting and send it by e-mail with the
artist’s name and age in the message
area. Entries in the writing category
should be e-mailed as well.

“Mount Kisco has beautiful trees,
walking trails and parks, and we hope
residents and visitors will enjoy this
summer discovering nature at its best,”
said John Rhodes, chairman of the
Mount Kisco Conservation Advisory

to  Council, the competition’s co-sponsor.
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State Legislators Call for Hearings After Con Ed’s Abysmal Response

By Martin Wilbur

A pair of local state senators last
weekend vowed that there would be
hearings scheduled and accountability
following Con Edison’s poor response to
Tropical Storm Isaias last Tuesday.

State senators Shelley  Mayer
(D-Yonkers) and Peter  Harckham
(D-Lewisboro) on Sunday called for
hearings as about 19,000 Con Edison
customers were still had no power Monday
afternoon six days after the storm.

There were post-storm reviews
following the March 2018 nor’easter and
snowstorm, which occurred less than a
week apart, but if there were improved
plans devised, they weren’t used during
the past week, local, county and state
officials charged.

“I intend to continue to press for
power and service restorations, and then
for significant changes in the way these
companies operate,” Mayer said. “I also
intend to challenge the Public Service
Commission, which 1is charged with
regulating some of these monopolies.
Their oversight has been woefully
inadequate and must change.”

While Con Edison has continued to
struggle throughout the past week, Mayer
and others noted that NYSEG, which
services the northeast part of the county,
including into Somers and portions of
Yorktown along with Putnam and Dutchess
counties, has been far more communicative

and effective in its response.

As of Monday afternoon, there were less
than 40 NYSEG customers without power
in Westchester, County Executive George
Latimer said.

Harckham said that for the past dozen
years there has been no change in how
most utilities respond to severe events.
He said policies and procedures need to
be identified and strengthened to ensure
better responses.

“The widespread damage and resulting
power outages from Tropical Storm Isaias
have revealed, once again, that our public
utilities do not seriously prepare for
natural disasters nor have they sufficiently
hardened their infrastructure to withstand
the magnitude of the storms that are now
the new normal,” Harckham said. “I have
worked storm recovery response since
2008 and little has changed. It is as if every
time they forget the lessons learned.”

Mayer said that this time around the
utilities providing power won’t be alone.
She called the telecommunications
firm Altice, which took over Optimum,
“absolutely irresponsible” following the
storm.

While thousands of customers lodged
complaints about power loss for days,
thousands more who had power were
without internet, landline or cell service
at a time when large portions of the public
are working from home.

“Not only are thousands of our neighbors
without phone and internet, the company
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State Sen. Shelley Mayer was among local state
lawmakers demanding to haul Con Edison
and Altice in for hearings to address why
thousands of residents were without power
or telecommunications service six days after
Tropical Storm Isaias struck the area.

has been unavailable, non-communicative
with local residents and elected officials,
and uncoordinated with Con Edison in
their response,” Mayer said of Altice.
Harckham also announced over the
weekend that he will introduce legislation

that will require backup generators for
cell phone towers throughout the state.
The goal is to reinforce communications
capabilities following a storm or other
natural disaster were power is lost for an
extended period of time.

Wireless carriers are not required to
have backup power supplies for their
cell towers, Harckam said. When he
was serving on the Board of Legislators
following Superstorm Sandy, he proposed
a bill requiring cell towers have at least 72
hours of generator backup, but the county
legislation was never passed.

Latimer also called for the state to
establish a reserve corps system to ensure
there are ample crews in place before a
storm that will make restoration smoother
rather than wait for days before out-of-
state contractors arrive.

“Nothing will change until we have
enough people cutting and clearing, and
enough people capable of restoration on
the ground fast enough before we get to
Day Six,” Latimer said.

Last Friday, Latimer also blasted Con
Edison for having some of its personnel
try to pass blame for the substandard
response onto the municipal governments.

“The local government has turned into
the de facto place for complaints when no
town, no city and no village nor county
government has the ability to direct the
utility company to take an action,” he said.

Danations
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Carol Walsh

Carol Frances Walsh of Pleasantville
passed away suddenly on Aug. 2. She was 82.

Walsh was born on Christmas Day 1937 and
was named accordingly. She was the second
of three children of Sarah (née Anderson)
and Deleon Walsh of Scarsdale (Edgemont).
Her older sister, Delsa Wilson, resides in
Harpswell, Maine and her younger sister,
Diana Losche, lives in Buena Vista, Va.

She was a Bronxville High School ('55) and
NYU (‘59) graduate. She received a master’s
degree in English from NYU and taught
English as a second language at NYU for a
number of years. She had a vast vocabulary
and took pride in her abilities as a writer. Her
writing skills landed her jobs for long stints at
Ebasco and later the Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey as a technical writer.

Charles Oslund

Charles L. Oslund, a lifelong Ossining
resident, died peacefully at home on July 31.
He was 87.

Oslund was born Oct. 31, 1932, to Charles
and Katherine (Reilly) Oslund. After
attending Ossining schools, he graduated
from Pace College in 1954 with a BBA in
accounting. He went on to become a certified
public accountant in New York and was
employed as an accountant by CPA firms and
private companies until his retirement from
the Leukemia Society in 1997. Oslund was an

She wrote a short story for children called
“The Lonely Thumb,” which was featured on
a children’s television show and she published
numerous articles on a wide range of topics
including a story about kettle holes entitled
“The Vernal Pond.”

Carol loved animals, both domesticated
and wild, and had an innate curiosity for the
natural world. She was married twice and
had a child from each marriage. Her older
daughter, Gretchen Walsh, also resides in
Pleasantville and her son, Andrew Walsh of
Montauk, cared for his mother the last nine
months of her life and was residing with her
at the time of her death.

The role she really cherished was as
grandmother to Sarah and Max Parauda. They
called her “Poppins” after the Mary Poppins
character because of the magic she brought to
all her interactions with them. Over the years
she read them countless books, including all

active member of the Independent Hose Co.
of the Ossining Fire Department, where he
served as treasurer for more than 65 years.

He is survived by his life partner, Lois
Gizzi of Ossining; three children, Marilyn
Shenton of Montrose, Charles Oslund of
Milton, Fla. and Susan Buschur of Dayton,
Ohio; seven grandchildren; and several great-
grandchildren. He was predeceased by his
wife, Marilyn (Cornell), and his daughter,
Kathleen Colone.

seven Harry Potter novels, which imbued
them with a love of words and learning.
Sarah says she was inspired to be a doctor
(neurologist) by her grandmother.

Walsh is also survived by her three
nephews, David (Florida), Tim (Maine) and
Doug Wilson (California), and her cousins,
Heyward (Woody) and Roger Turner. She will
be interred at Ferncliff Cemetery in Hartsdale.
A memorial service will be held at Beecher
Flooks Funeral Home in Pleasantville on Aug.
18 at 6 p.m. There will be a link to participate
via Zoom; anyone wishing to have the Zoom
link should e-mail info@beecherflooksth.com
with the preferred e-mail address for the link.

The family requests that in lieu of flowers,
donations be made in her name to the
Epilepsy Foundation of Metropolitan New
York or to Family Services of Westchester.

Paul Kennedy Jr.

Paul Thomas Kennedy Jr, a Village of
Buchanan resident, died Aug. 4. He was 47.

Kennedy was born Oct. 17, 1972, in
Yonkers to Paul T. Kennedy Sr. and Eileen
(Kilduff) Kennedy. He was a longtime resident
of Garrison (Continental Village) and then of
Buchanan. He graduated from Walter Panas
High School in 1990. He was a member of
the carpenters’ union and fulfilled his lifelong
dream in 2008 when he graduated from the
NYPD police academy.

Kennedy was predeceased by his father in
2006 and sister Kerri Ann Kennedy Tompkins

Carol Walsh

in April. He is survived by his son, Colin
Patrick Kennedy; his mother, Eileen (Kilduff)
Kennedy; his sister, Colleen Kennedy, and
brother-in-law Richard Tompkins; as well as
many aunts, uncles, cousins and friends.
Kennedy had a love for the beach that
began as a child, where he would look
forward to spending time at Chadwick Beach
each year with family. He never passed up an
opportunity to enjoy a seafood dinner, often
provoking laughter with the witty “one-
liners” that those who loved him knew well.

SMELL GAS
ACT FAST

If you smell gas, leave the area
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State Health Commissioner on Hot Seat Over Nursing Home Deaths

By Lindsay Emery

State Health Commissioner Dr. Howard
Zucker was grilled last week during a joint
Senate and Assembly live-streamed public
hearing addressing the more than 6,300
COVID-19-related deaths in nursing homes
across New York since March.

Zucker concluded that the data suggested
the virus came into nursing homes through
staff and visitors, who then infected
residents.

“The facts show that 310 nursing homes
admitted COVID positive patients from
hospitals, and of those 310, 304 already had
COVID in their facility,” Zucker said. “It is
unfortunate, it is sad, but it is true. Ninety-
eight percent of nursing homes already had
COVID in their nursing homes and those are
the facts.”

Zucker emphasized that there was little
knowledge about the virus early on in the
crisis and initially testing was unavailable.

He was peppered with questions for hours
after his opening statement, from the way
the state counts COVID-19-related deaths
to whether the state should have hired a
third-party agency to evaluate Department
of Health policies.

Michael Balboni, executive director of the
Greater New York Health Care Facilities
Association, and Neil Heyman, president of
the Southern New York Association, argued
that visitation is essential because loneliness
is a comorbidity. Nursing homes were not a
priority in the state’s eyes when they were

distributing PPE, they charged.

“But again, we would have wished that
there could have been a two-track approach
and we really focused on long-term care as
well,” Balboni said.

Balboni and Heyman praised the
Department of Health, and that at the
height of the pandemic in March and April,
they were on multiple calls a day with the
Department of Health.

However, there was plenty of criticism
from frontline workers, family members and
Republican members of the state legislature.

Tyresse Byers, who is seven months
pregnant and a certified nursing assistant
at Sarah Neuman, a nursing home that
is part of The New Jewish Home in New
Rochelle, said that staff didn’t have support
from administrators and the Department of
Health due to inadequate staffing and the
lack of personal protection equipment.

“I just felt like our government, our health
care (system) and our government, just let
us down,” she said.

Another certified nursing assistant,
Nicole Whittaker from Berkshire Nursing &
Rehab in West Babylon, L.I., described how
PPE was worn too long and how staff was
getting sick.

“We were also being told that we did not
qualify for a 14-day quarantine, that we were
to return to work once 48 hours fever-free,”
Whittaker said. “Unfortunately, many of us
were asymptomatic and never had a fever or
any symptoms of this virus at all.”

Other speakers, including Susan Dooha,
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executive director for the Manhattan-based
Center for Independence of the Disabled,
explained how relatives relied on hotlines
that had been established, fielding calls
from desperate family members since it
was difficult to speak with nursing home
personnel.

State Sen. Rachel May (D-Syracuse)
asked Zucker about the possibility of
loosening visitation restrictions that require
New York’s nursing homes coronavirus-free
for 28 days, twice what is considered the
standard incubation period for COVID-19.

“We are looking at all options out there,”
Zucker said. “But the last thing I want to do
is create a situation where we have a surge
in the number of cases here.”

Zucker said the Department of Health is
working on a $1 million program that would
finance technology to connect residents.

Parent Rachel Amar echoed sentiments
about loosening visitation restrictions.
Her son, Max, a patient at Elizabeth Seton
Children’s Center in Yonkers was born with
a small brain stem that prevents him from
breathing, swallowing or speaking. However,
Max is fully cognizant of his surroundings,
caretakers and his mother’s presence.

“Never in his lifetime has he gone without
seeing me,” Amar said. “Consequently,
this has negatively impacted his emotional
behavior. As a result, he has regressed with
a deep decline in his behavior toward the
staff.”

Amar said she had been looking forward
to Max’s birthday on July 12 but was unable

to visit because of Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s
restrictions. Amar tried to visit him through
a tall, dark fence, but Max wouldn’t even
look at her.

“l can’t imagine what he was feeling,”
she said. “The feeling of being heartbroken
and abandoned by his mother. This cannot
continue any longer.”

A local assemblyman, Kevin Byrne
(R-Mahopac), was part of a GOP-led
contingent of lawmakers who blasted the
state’s impact of COVID-19 on nursing
homes. They said Zucker, who on Mar. 25
directed nursing homes to accept patients
who tested positive for COVID-19, provided
little to no insight into the decisions that
likely added to nursing home deaths.

“While I appreciate the willingness of
Dr. Zucker to appear at today’s legislative
hearing on nursing homes, what he provided
amounted to lip service,” Byrne said.
“This administration has been presenting
a narrative that its actions in our nursing
homes and adult care facilities were
appropriate and effective. If that is truly
the case, the health commissioner should
have answered every question and provided
basic information, rather than cut short
his testimony and leave the hearing after
roughly two hours.”

Byrne called for an
investigation into the issue.

A second hearing on residential health
care facilities during the COVID-19
pandemic covering upstate New York took
place on Monday.
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Bob K. Bogen

Bob K. Bogen, a longtime Mount Kisco
resident, passed away from pancreatic
cancer on Feb. 7. He was 89.

Born into a prominent Jewish family in
Cincinnati and raised in Arcadia, Calif.,
he converted to Quakerism at age 21 and
was a member of the Chappaqua Friends
Meeting, serving in many roles including
clerk. As the son of a noted civil liberties
attorney and grandson of an even more
prominent social worker and war-relief
leader, he put his deeply-held beliefs into
action as a local organizer of civil rights
rallies, anti-war protests and peace vigils
from the early 1960s to recent years.
Bogen also served as representative to the
United Nations for Architects, Designers
and Planners for Social Responsibility,
traveled twice to mainland China on

William Dias

William E Dias, an Ossining resident, died
Aug. 4. He was 91.

Dias was born May 3, 1929, to Lawrence
and Secundina (nee Coelho) Dias in Mount
Vernon. He proudly served his country in
the U.S. Army from 1951 to 1953 and was
a proud member of the Ossining American
Legion Post 506. Professionally, he was the
Recreation and Parks foreman for the Village
of Ossining for more than 30 years.

environmental planning missions as co-
chair of the Communications Coordination
Committee of the United Nations and
wrote numerous op-ed columns on related
topics and events of the day for local
newspapers.

Bogen received a bachelor’s degree
from Antioch College, where he met his
wife, and a masters of regional planning
from the University of Pennsylvania. In
between, he enlisted in the U.S. Navy and
served two years as a meteorologist in the
Philippines, where his first two children
were born.

Trained as a city planner, Bogen served
as director of planning for dozens of
communities in the New York and Boston
metropolitan regions, as well as with
the United Nations. In the latter role,
he was project director for the United
Nations Development Program in Karachi,
Pakistan, bringing his family to live there

He was predeceased by his devoted wife,
Armanda (nee Amaral) Dias, in 2008. He
is survived by his two daughters, Cynthia
(Edward) Villa of Buchanan and Lynn
Sellazzo of Ossining; his three cherished
grandchildren, Victoria Small, Carissa Korn
and Gregory Sellazzo; and his three great-
grandchildren, Cyana Small, Jaxon Korn and
Reese Small.
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for a year in the early 1970s.

Among his interests was a love for
traditional New  Orleans-style jazz,
acquired during his youth and heightened
on a visit to Paris just after World War II
on a Carnegie Endowment fellowship. He
later briefly pursued a second career as
a concert promoter, which subsequently
brought him back to Europe in search of
jazz artists to work with and venues to
engage.

He is survived by his wife of 67 years,
Carol Bogen; sister Judy Gilbert of
Greenbrae, Calif.; sons Steven Ross Bogen
of Berkeley, Calif. and Doug Bogen of
Barrington, N.H.; daughters Sara Wilensky
Napoli of San Diego and Margaret Coyne
of Beaver Falls, Pa.; and grandchildren
Lissette and Michael Wilensky and Jackson
and Kate Coyne.

A private celebration of his life will be
held later in the year.

Bob K. Bogen

Peekskill Woman Indicted for Attempted
Murder for Stabbing Her Child

A Peekskill woman was indicted last week
by a Westchester County grand jury for
stabbing her eight-year-old child in February
in her Main Street apartment.

Dayona Hammonds, 33, appeared in
County Court Aug. 4 via video conference
before Judge Anne Minihan and was charged
with second-degree attempted murder, first-
degree attempted assault and second-degree
assault in the second, all felonies. She was
also charged with three misdemeanors.

On Feb. 17, Peekskill police received
a call about a child in danger at about 7:40
a.m. Officers rushed into the apartment and
discovered Hammonds over the child, who
had already been stabbed, still holding a
knife.

The child was hospitalized with a puncture
wound to the abdomen and a laceration to
the liver. The child underwent emergency
surgery and has recovered from the wounds.

Hammonds is free on bail. Her next
scheduled court appearance is Aug. 26.

—Rick Pezzullo

Dayona Hammonds was charged last week with
attempting to murder her eight-year-old child.
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Parents Disapprove of P’ville Reopening Plan Citing Child Care Issues

By Abby Luby

Students in the Pleasantville School
District are on track to return to class on
Sept. 8 as part of a hybrid schedule that
will see most students receive in-person
instruction two days a week.

But most of the 70 participants in last
Thursday evening’s live-streamed Board
of Education meeting, parents of the
youngest students at Bedford Road School
were critical of the plan because for many
it would require child care on days when
there is remote learning.

The plan, which will be put into motion
after Gov. Andrew Cuomo late last week
gave the go-ahead for schools to reopen
next month, includes splitting all grades
into two groups: one that will attend
school on Tuesdays and Thursdays and the
other on Wednesdays and Fridays, with
e-learning the other days. Monday is a
remote learning day for the entire district.

Bedford Road School parents argued
that the schedule will negatively affect
families and their children.

“The reopening plan is deficient when
it comes to families with young children,”
said Patrick Donovan, a parent of a five-
year-old who will be entering kindergarten.
“Young children are obviously less
adept at remote learning and they are

less independent. They require more
supervision and a hands-on adult presence
in the form of a parent.”

Parent Deepthi Prakash asked for the
board’s rationale for the two-day week in-
person plan for younger children, which
poses greater risk with a child care person
coming into the home.

“The reason I ask is because a lot
of parents of young children are hiring
babysitters, tutors, etc., creating exposure
to a broader social circle than they would
have if they were in school five days per
week,” Prakash noted.

District officials said their primary goals
are preserving the health and safety of
students and creating the best educational
environment under the circumstances.
Giventhat social distancingis akey element
to reopening schools safely, space in each
building was a serious consideration, said
Superintendent of Schools Mary Fox-Alter.

“We don’t have the room,” Fox-Alter
said of Bedford Road School. “We are not
willing to take our gyms and our stages
and cut them up into classrooms with
plastic shields. We want to make sure that
the day on campus is as close to what an
educational experience for the children is
during normal times.”

Principal Peggy Galotti said another
factor was an enrollment increase, which

adds six second-graders this year.

“We would need another 32 classrooms
for all the students,” Galotti said.

“If T did cut the gym and the cafeteria
and the library into extra spaces, it still
wouldn’t come close to housing everyone.”

Fox-Alter added that this year the
school’s fourth-grade graduating class is
half the size of the incoming kindergarten
class.

According to a recent Care.com online
survey of 1,000 parents with children
under the age of 15, 73 percent of parents
plan to make major changes to their
professional lives to accommodate the lack
of child care. About 15 percent of parents,
mostly women, are considering leaving the
workforce.

Donovan said the financial burden on
two-income families would force some
to consider relinquishing one of those
incomes.

“Or else they have to hire someone to
aid the household, which is more expensive
than normal because of the overwhelming
demand,” Donovan said. “Help may be
more than families can afford and could
push them to the brink at a highly volatile
economic time. They may have to sell
their homes or give up their leases.”

He also asked about a tax rebate to help
families with young children.

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS
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“Ultimately we are not a child care
facility,” Trustee Angela Vella said. “We are
supposed to educate all students and need
to try to do the best for all students so no
one group takes the brunt. Unfortunately,
everybody has to share the pain.”

Board of Education President Larry
Boes encouraged Donovan and other
parents to join the board’s advocacy
efforts by contacting the governor’s office
to appeal for help for parents with young
children.

“This plan will disappoint and frustrate
people and at the end of the day we realize
that this is a challenge for everybody,” Fox-
Alter said. “I think the state needs to step
up its efforts to help address the economic
needs that are put upon us. Maybe there
needs to be a COVID reserve or some sort
of rebate or a tax deduction for families
experiencing child care needs.”

Pleasantville STRONG Change

At the start of the nearly three-and-
a-half-hour meeting, Nicole Malgarinos,
coalition coordinator for Pleasantville
STRONG, announced that Trustee Shane
McGaffey has succeed longtime chairman
John Muller, the organization’s founder.

1998 Commerce St, Yorktown Heights NY 10598
PH# 1-914-302-2998
Services We Provide

UPS, FedEx, DHL and USPS
Shipping

Printing Services (Copies,
Menus, To-Go Menus, Photo
Enlargements, Indoor and
Outdoor Banners, Lawn Signs,
Business Cards, Custom Printed
Post-Cards, etc.)

Direct Mail Services (Business
Advertisement on Mail Routes)
Custom Items (T Shirts, Hood-
ies, Tumblers, Drawstring Bags,
Stationary, Stickers, etc.)

Spiral and Comb Book Binding
Lamination (Signs and

Menus, etc.)

« Fax Services (Local, Long Dis-
tance and International.)
Professional BluePrint Services
Mailbox Rentals (Physical
address and any courier package
delivery.)

Home Movies (Transfer to DVD)
Sell Boxes and Moving Supplies
Stationary/Greeting Cards
Embroidery

Passport Photos

Rental Computers for Personal/
Business Use

Vinyl Cutting

and more to come!




10

August 11 - August 17, 2020

Examiner Media

To advertise in The Examiner,
call 914-864-0878
or e-mail
advertising@theexaminernews.com

The Examiner

Adam Stone
astone@theexaminernews.com
Publisher

Martin Wilbur

mwilbur@theexaminernews.com
Editor-in-Chief

Examiner

MEDIA

also publishes

The NoRTHERN WESTCHESTER

Examiner

TheWHITE PLAINS

Examiner

e PUTNAM
Examiner

To inquire about paid
subscriptions, email
subscriptions@theexaminernews.com
for pricing and other details

PO Box 611
Mount Kisco
NY 10549
914-864-0878
www.TheExaminerNews.com

Letters Policy

We invite readers to share their
thoughts by sending letters to the
editor. Please limit comments to
250 words. We will do our best to
print all letters, but are limited
by space constraints. Letters are
subject to editing and may be
withheld from publication on
the discretion of the editor.
Please refrain from personal
attacks. Email letters to
mwilbur@theexaminernews.com.
The Examiner requires that all
letter writers provide their name,
address and contact information.

Member of

HEW YORK FRESS ASSICIATION

NYPA
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Astorino’s No Financial Maven, Worsening Westchester’s Debt

What a shock reading a letter from lifelong
New Yorker Rob Astorino, complaining
so much about our beautiful, diverse and
exciting state.

The complaining of someone who would be
governor tries to focus on fiscal issues. This,
too, is shocking once you learn that when he
was in his last year as Westchester county
executive, Standard and Poor’s global ratings
downgraded its outlook for Westchester’s
debt from “stable” to “negative,” while citing
a reliance on so-called “one-shot” revenues
to balance its annual county budgets.

To be fair, when Astorino took office in
2010, he was faced with significant debt. Well,

everyone was in debt in 2010. The recovery
from the 2008 Great Recession was just
beginning in 2010. What a great opportunity.
Take over during a recovery.

Apparently poor financial management led
to Astorino borrowing to pay for expenses and
pension costs. Borrowing to cover expenses
is usually frowned upon because it implies,
you're spending more than you’re earning.
The borrowing only adds to your costs due to
the interest charges to cover the added debt,
thus increasing your annual expenses further.
If you have a credit card or any other debt,
you understand this.

At the end of Astorino’s final year as

county executive, he left an operating deficit
of more than $32 million. And this was during
the growth years as his mentor Trump was
claiming the economy was having “the best of
times.” Birds of a feather, because the federal
deficit now hovers around $26 trillion.

Lastly, I would like to proudly state that
according to Adam McCann’s “Best States to
Live In” on June 11, 2019, he rated New York
State as number one.

Mark A. Lieberman

Yorktown

Mark A. Lieberman is co-chair of the
Yorktown Democratic Committee.

League of Women Voters Weighs in on Purchase of New Equipment

The League of Women Voters of
Westchester realizes the immense challenges
that the Board of Elections faced in organizing
and carrying out a primary election during the
COVID-19 pandemic. The League presented
our post-primary election input during the
Board of Legislators’ public hearing on July
8, and provided recommended solutions to
the legislators on July 13, as to how the non-
partisan League could assist.

The League has since reached out to the
Board of Elections (BOE) to meet and review
these solutions. The League appreciates the
due diligence conducted by both legislators
and the BOE regarding the Dominion ICE
voting machines and E-Poll Books and related
technology. The League also recognizes
the care and rigor taken by the Board of

Legislators.
Through discussions with the BOE,
technology demonstrations, conduct of

the public hearing input meeting on July 8,
conversations with local activist organizations
and evaluation of research reports, legislators
were able to formulate pros and cons and
strategically assess risk versus reward.

The League maintains no position of support
or opposition to the Dominion ICE voting
machines. However, we learned that current
technology and hardware has surpassed its
useful life, and that the Board of Legislators
was faced with a difficult decision of how to fund
the purchase request of the BOE in light of the
current financial issues facing the county. The
League commends legislators and the BOE
for finding a compromise to fund and purchase

a lesser number of Dominion ICE voting
machines, which will reduce the bond act by
about 28 percent, and the additional number of
E-Poll Books with related technology.

While perhaps this is not an ideal conclusion
for many in the community, the League hopes
this will alleviate a good number of prior
election problems and provide voters with the
services needed to achieve a successful 2020
General Election.

Kathy Meany,

President, on behalf of the Voter
Service and County Government
Committees, League of Women Voters
of Westchester

Byrne, State Conservative Party’s Agenda Hurts Everyone

Kevin Byrne is running on the Conservative
Party line. You should know their agenda.

The New York State Conservative Party
wants to reduce the rights of teachers, police
and other government workers with a new
version of the Taylor Law. Another anti-labor
objective is to place limits on wage increases
for workers, not to exceed 2 percent.

If youre in a union or support unions
beware. The state Conservative Party wants
to make New York a right-to-work state. This
is another step toward ending unions and all
forms of collective bargaining. And if all this
anti-union posturing isn’t enough, they also
want to repeal the Triborough Amendment.
This would allow employers to change existing
contract terms arbitrarily.

Additionally, the Conservative Party wants to

repeal the legislation that raises the minimum
wage. In other words, they are against raising
the $15-an-hour minimum wage.

As Byrne garners the Conservative Party’s
support, they plan to reduce business taxes
and taxes on the wealthiest.

Basically, the Conservative Party is in favor
of big business and stifles opportunities for
working families. They even want to repeal
paid family leave, which places a burden on
nearly every family.

But the Conservative Party doesn’t just
stop with taking workers back to pre-labor
organization and legislation. They also want
to continue Donald Trump’s efforts to reduce
regulations on the environment and safety
— leading to worker and consumer risk like
we're experiencing with the handling of the

COVID-19 epidemic, as well as less oversight
of our food and drug supply.

Here’s one more: The Conservative Party
of New York State is in favor of hydraulic
fracturing “hydrofracking” - and in
prolonging the use of fossil fuels. They do not
believe in the effects of climate change. They
are the chorus singing the Trump playbook.

This partial list of the Conservative Party
objectives is reactionary and will set us back
50 years. If you don’t support these radical and
extremist positions, then vote for Stephanie
Keegan for state Assembly in the 94th District.

William Stoiber
Yorktown

Bowman, Jones Must Work to End the Forever Wars

Jamaal Bowman and Mondaire Jones
shocked the nation when they won their
primaries to become Democratic candidates
for Congress in seats that are all but certain
to be won in November. Most of the attention
they have received revolved around their
progressive policies, the fact that two African
American men were able to win in largely
suburban Westchester County and Bowman’s
victory over a longtime incumbent.

One of the key factors that deserved greater
attention was that both candidates had well-
publicized positions in opposition to American
militarism.

A quick glance at their campaign pages
shows that both have called for reductions
in military spending, the repeal of the
Authorization for the Use of Military Force

(AUMF) that has given three presidents a
blank check to wage endless war, bringing the
troops home from Iraq and Afghanistan and
ending weapons sales to Saudi Arabia, which is
currently committing genocide in Yemen. All
of these positions, with the exception of arms
sales to Saudi Arabia, are essentially opposed
by the leaders of the Democratic Party in
Congress. It is crucial that Jones and Bowman
remain vocal on these issues once they take
office. These two bold progressives should lead
the way in the creation of an anti-imperialist
caucus in the House, joining with The Squad
and others to create a voice that speaks out
against American militarism overseas.

In addition to the positions on their
websites, they ought to speak out against U.S.
regime-change operations in countries in Latin

America and the Middle East. They should call
for a massive reduction of U.S. military bases
around the globe. They should demand that the
U.S lead the world in denuclearizing, setting an
example for others to follow.

About 120 years ago, when the U.S. was
beginning to conquer overseas territories in
the Caribbean and the Pacific, an influential
anti-imperialist league was formed, with
members of Congress, the Senate, former
presidents, literary figures, industrialists and
union leaders. It is time to revive that great
tradition and Jamaal Bowman and Mondaire
Jones ought to lead the way!

Ron Widelec
Rye Brook
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Hudson Valley Power Outages Reveal Deeper Problems With Grid

By Chele Farley

“The power’s out again.”

It’s become a frustrating and familiar
refrain in my hometown of Tuxedo and the
entire 18th Congressional District, where
consistently poor service by electric
and cable providers have left thousands
of residents in the dark and/or without
internet for extended periods of time over
the past few years.

But the issue became critical last week
when Tropical Storm Isaias hit and resulted
in power outages throughout the Hudson
Valley, including nearly every single
customer in Putnam County, and 125,000
without power throughout the region five
days later. Who knows how long power will
be out this time?

With so many of our residents
working remotely from home during
the coronavirus, and with our children
scheduled to return to school in the
coming weeks, many remotely, it is critical
that our area’s residents be provided with
reliable and secure power and internet
access.

It’s not just a problem in New York. The
United States’ aging energy infrastructure
has led to major disruptions across

the country. To that end, we need a
comprehensive plan to upgrade America’s
faltering electric grid to improve its

° RESTAURANT
DELICATESSEN

reliability, make sure it’s safe and ensure
that cable and internet providers are able
to reliably meet demand.

Hudson Valley families know the
problem all too well. In April, nearly
27,000 customers in northern Westchester
lost power, some for days, after a minor
rainstorm knocked down utility poles
serving areas of Cortlandt, Peekskill,
Yorktown and Ossining, among other
areas. Shortly thereafter, nearly 600
customers in Tuxedo lost power midday on
a Tuesday when a tractor-trailer crashed
into two utility poles and a transformer,
bringing down power lines.

If such minor events can cause extensive
outages, it is no surprise that hundreds
of thousands were left without power
last week. Even when power is restored
in a timely manner, internet outages can
persist. After a tree fell on utility lines
servicing Somers and parts of North Salem
last month, electricity came back relatively
quickly. But the internet remained down
for days, leaving a significant number of
the area’s residents without the crucial
ability to work from home.

But the problem is in no way limited to
the Hudson Valley, or even to New York.
America’s outdated power grid has suffered
major outages and electrical disruptions at
a sharply increased pace since at least the
mid-2000s. For three decades, between

the 1950s and ‘80s, major power outages
averaged about five per year; in 2007,
76 outages were reported for the year,
increasing to more than 300 in 2011.

According to a 2015 Pew Research
report, the U.S. suffered more electrical
disturbances from 2013 to 2015, more than
any other developed nation. Losses to
businesses, as a result of power outages,
reach nearly $150 billion per year. Most
troubling of all is that the ever-present
risks posed by our outdated power grid
leave the U.S. uniquely vulnerable to
foreign attack and the erosive effects of
climate change and natural disasters.

In short, the U.S. desperately needs to
upgrade and replace its energy grid. Yet
governmental progress on this important
issue has continually stalled. Electrical
grid improvements are periodically tacked
on to infrastructure bills that go unpassed,
and our politicians continue to sit idly
by, apparently content to allow our grid
problems to go unaddressed.

Now, with the country in the grip of
the coronavirus pandemic, it is more
important than ever that the U.S. finally
acts on the overdue upgrade and repair
of its vulnerable electrical infrastructure.
A 2017 report from the National
Academies of Sciences recommended
that the electricity industry expand its
efforts to convene regional emergency

preparedness exercises, and that federal
agencies should oversee the development
of inventories of reliable backup power,
including the potential deployment of
fleets of mobile power generators. Gov.
Cuomo announced at the beginning of the
year that the expansion of cell service and
the elimination of the state’s roughly 4,000
so-called “dead zones” had become a state
priority.

All of this represents a start at fixing
a problem that has been decades in the
making. But as an engineer, I know that
there is still much more that needs to be
done. We need to invest significantly in
shoring up residential broadband networks
so that employees and students can work
reliably and safely from home. We need
to ensure that cell towers have long-
lasting back-up batteries and fuel for their
generators, so the cellular network doesn’t
go down when there are electrical outages.

And most importantly, we need a
comprehensive plan on the local, state
and federal levels to ensure that every
American, no matter where they are
located, is provided with adequate and
reliable access to power and the internet.

Our future depends on it.

Chele Farley is the Republican candidate
in the 18th Congressional District and was a
former Stanford educated engineer.

To All Ben’s Patrons and Friends:

My heart goes out to everyone during these unprecedented times,
especially those who have suffered devastating family losses, health

issues or financial challenges.

Ben’s is no exception. Like most restaurants, we are struggling to

remain in business.

To ensure that Ben’s will still be here when the worst of these times
are over, we need your help. Please add takeout from Ben’s to

your weekly meals, visit us for indoor or outdoor dining,* or take
advantage of our delivery and takeout deli service. Whether it’s
simply ordering soup and a sandwich, serving a Ben’s specialty
meal for your Shabbat dinner, purchasing a gift card for friends and
family, or catering a small gathering, YOU will make a difference in
saving one of New York’s remaining kosher delis.

Since 1972, I have seen three generations of New Yorkers through
all rites of passage. And for the last 48 years, Ben’s has supported
charities and neighborhood communities with over $1,000,000 of
charitable contributions. Bens also has a customer loyalty program,
if you are not already a member please join and start earning
rewards eating the foods you love. Ben’s needs your support now.

Thank you for your time and future consideration.

With best regards,

BAR-CATERERS

Catering Hotline: 1-800-344-BENS

BensDeli.net ¢ 914-468-BENS (2367) ¢ We Are Kosher
718 Central Park Avenue, Scarsdale, New York 10583

UNDER RABBINICAL SUPERVISION DAILY

Scan the QR Code & read
our COVID guidelines
at BensDeli.net

Lok

Ronnie Dragoon
CEO/Founder

* Bayside location has only outdoor dining available. Manhattan location does not have
indoor or outdoor dining available.

©2020 Ronald M. Dragoon
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Art on a Bridge: Sculptures, Mural Brings Life to the Cuomo Bridge

By Martin Wilbur

If you're an art lover, you don’t have to
wait until museums reopen to appreciate a
series of top-notch work up close.

Head to the new 3.6-mile pedestrian and
bike path on the Mario M. Cuomo Bridge,
which opened on June 15, and you can
take in some fascinating pieces on both the
Tarrytown and Nyack sides of the path. It
also provides some much-needed exercise
for local residents who would like to increase
their activity after five months of a pandemic.

The public art installation, which was
officially unveiled on July 27, features
10 New York-based artists who were
commissioned for the project. Some of the
works used reclaimed steel from the old
Tappan Zee Bridge that was made available
by the New York State Thruway Authority.
All the of the art touched upon themes that
are connected to the Hudson Valley.

There were more than 100 submissions
from artists to be part of the unusual
permanent exhibit, and at least 65 artists vied
to be commissioned for the 4,000-square-foot
mural alone on the Rockland County side,
said Kathleen Reckling, project manager for
the series and a director at ArtsWestchester.

“It’s really sort of a community-related
public art project and I think that’s one of
the things that really makes it special, that
it comes from the arts community here,
and then artists from across the state can
submit,” Reckling said. “It’s not always the
case when you have a public art project.”

MARGARET FOX PHOTO

“Leaping Sturgeon,” a work by artist Wendy Klemperer on the Nyack side of the Mario. M. Cuomo

Bridge art installation.

One of the pieces of artwork that
incorporates reclaimed steel is Cheryl
Wing-Zi Wong’s work “Current” on the
Westchester side. It uses 12 steel arches
increasing in height from four to 25 feet,
mimicking the architecture of the current
bridge, Reckling said.

The sculpture provides intriguing shadows
that change throughout the daylight hours,
she said. Wong added colored LED lights on
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the arches that responds to the movements of
passersby at night.

Thomas Lendvai’s piece, which has on
title but was created as a tribute to his father,
Reckling said, uses steel from the new and
old bridges formed into octagonal forms
that represent ripples on the surface of the
Hudson River.

There are two types of bike racks on the
Westchester portion of the installment.

KATHLEEN RECKLING PHOTO

Thomas Lendvai and his sculpture, one of 10
pieces of artwork on both sides of the Mario M.
Cuomo Bridge' bike and pedestrian path.

One, “Converging Vistas,” was created by
Christopher Flick, whose regular occupation
is a welder for the Thruway Authority,
Reckling said. His piece incorporates portions
of the Palisades to the north and west and the
New York City skyline to the south.

The other is David Greenberg’s “Bike
Racks,” which has mooring bollards that
signify the Hudson River as a key system
of transportation. The oval openings in the
bollards accommodate members of the public
who want to rest or walk and chain their bikes.

Fitzhugh Karol's sculpture “Approach”
welcome’s visitors to the exhibit on the

continued on next page
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Art on a Bridge: Sculptures, Mural Brings Life to the Cuomo Bridge

continued from previous page

Rockland side, and also incorporates steel
from both the old and new spans. The
piece evokes a sense of uplift, progress and
momentum, visually anchoring the beginning
of the bridge path in Rockland County.

“The thing that was really striking about
it is you can see the Bethlehem steel marks
and all the markings for 50-plus years,”
Reckling said.

The mural, titled “The Flux of Being,”
was designed and painted by Chris Soria who
received assistance from a team of artists. It is
mostly under an overpass on the path, using
abstract images of marine and mountain life
that represents the biodiversity of the region.

Reckling called the mural “a gateway
piece,” because some of it is visible to drivers
entering Rockland County.

“It’s colorful and it’s abstract and uses
silhouettes of animals and plant life from the
Hudson Valley,” Reckling said.

For those who are up to walking or riding
some more once crossing the river, there
is “Tappan Zee,” by Ilan Averbuch, which
includes seven abstract figures carrying a
canoe. The sculpture pays tribute to the
Native American Lenape tribe and its history
along the Hudson.

A walk to the river’s edge in Nyack reveals
Brooklyn artist Wendy Klemperer’s “Leaping
Sturgeon.” Years ago, there had been
excessive fishing of the sturgeon, Reckling
said, nearly leading to its disappearance
from the river. Klemperer’s steel sturgeon
is positioned so it appears to be leaping out
of the water to signify te species’ rebirth and

A panoramic view of “The Flux of Being,” a 4,000-square-foot mural by Chris Soria.

the revival of the river, she said.

Reckling said the exhibit was initiated
by ArtsWestchester CEO Janet Langsam, a
longtime supporter of public art proects.

“When she heard that there was going to
be a shared-use path on the new bridge, she
started floating the idea around somehow
getting the arts involved,” she said. “She’s
been, for the organization, a really big
proponent of public art for a long time, and
increasingly it’s an area we’re engaged in.”

For those who don’t bike there is a
welcome center on both sides of the bridge
with a parking lot that provides easy access
to the exhibit and the path. The Westchester
welcome center is on Broadway (Route
9), just north of Route 119. Masks or face
coverings are mandatory to visit the artwork

and have access to the path.
The “Converging Vistas” bike rack by Christopher Flick
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Strong Winds Can Knock the Wind Out of You
Nothing like strong winds communities that were without p.m., and sleep like logs. I enjoyed the luxury

closing down the functionality
of a house to get you thinking
about things that normally are
pushed to the back of the mind by
the busyness of TV, cell phones,
Facehook and Twitter.

It’s especially inconvenient if
you are a realtor, as am I, and the
plan was to visit a home with a
prospective buyer that may or may
not have electricity by the time of
the appointment.

Luckily, for the past five years,
I personally haven’t had to worry
about storms and losing electricity
since we have a trusty generator.
But before that, I was pretty much
on my own.

Amusingly enough, at some time in the
distant past, I wrote about how losing power
for a night could actually be a charming, even
romantic experience, especially when living
in an historic home, which I did at that time,
lit by candlelight and warmed by a fireplace.

However, recalling the week or so in 2012
that my family and I lived without electricity
when Superstorm Sandy hit our town, I can
remind myself that the experience was far
from charming. I recall working by the light
of a candle on my sixth night without power.
Charm had turned to desperation. I was cold,
cranky and, for the first time ever, resentful
that my home had failed me as a safe refuge.
But then, considering the misfortunes
of others, I wasn’t as bad off as some

By Bill Primavera

power for a couple of weeks.

Just as 9/11 deeply altered my
perception of many things, such
as a long-held desire to move back
to the city, so had Sandy with her
deceptively casual name, which
wrought still more change.

That night when my home
offered little more than a roof
over my head and cold water to
drink and with which to bathe, my
mind was running on overdrive,
filled with images of the storm
becoming worse.

On the night Sandy visited,
we considered ourselves lucky
that we still had electricity. But
then suddenly, there was an ear-
splitting explosion on our corner, the result
of a large tree crashing into a transformer on
a utility pole. Looking out from our second-
story bedroom window, we were treated to
a fireworks display unmatched by anything I
had ever seen on July 4 — certainly not within
100 feet of my house.

Then aburst of flame lit up the sky as bright
as daylight, revealing that the telephone pole
had been spit cleanly in two as wires snapped
and flames broke out, burning brush on both
sides of the street. The fire department was
called and arrived to quell our fears that our
house might be consumed by flames. We
dodged the first bullet.

I had already pulled out my generator,
bought the previous year for Hurricane

Irene and, predictably, it didn’t work. So,
we prayed that the rain would be kept at
bay so our basement wouldn’t flood without
an operating sump bump. That wish was
granted, dodging another bullet. But, oh my,
the wind.

The next morning, venturing out timidly
from my home and walking up the street, I
found that my block had been hit severely
with massive trees strewn across the road
like matchsticks in more than 10 places,
and the power lines had laced the lawns in
violent patterns.

But there was something stunning:
neighbors that I hadn’t seen in years were
out on the street, discussing their experience
the night before and commiserating about
the losses some had suffered. There was
even one senior fellow whom I had heard
incorrectly had passed away. Encountering
him was like reenacting the Bible story of
Lazarus. One home, hit squarely by two
massive tulip trees, was all but destroyed.

We enjoyed the soft glow of candlelight
and learned what it was like to tuck
ourselves into bed very early, no later than 9

of morning meditation uninterrupted by a
phone call.

For news, we listened to a battery-
operated that was at least 50 years old. The
only station we could get was WCBS 880,
which told us what we needed to know.

After an electrician stopped by to install a
generator panel, I learned how to coordinate
the switch-over to generator power and took
video of the process on my iPhone.

Other lessons learned in the dark:

When you dress, it really doesn’t matter if
colors and patterns complement each other
when the main objective is to keep warm.

Layering in clothing and bedding is very
effective.

And, finally, with the excuse that shivering
requires an abundance of extra calories, I ate
my way through the storm and its aftermath,
as I did again last week, pushing to the back
of my mind the inevitability of having to
suck in my gut on Monday when I button my
pants.

Bill Primavera is a realtor associated with
William Raveis Real Estate and founder of
Primavera Public Relations, Inc., the longest
running public relations agency in Westchester
(www.PrimaveraPR.com), specializing in
lifestyles, real estate and development. His real
estate site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com
and his blog s www. TheHomeGuru.com. To
engage the services of The Home Guru and his
team to market your home for sale, call 914-
522-2076.
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Westchester Table Tennis Center Expands, Now Largestin Northeast

By Abby Luby

The popularity of table tennis has grown
exponentially since it became a sport in the
Summer Olympics for the first time in 1988.

Local proof of that trend is the recently
expanded Westchester Table Tennis Center in
Pleasantville.

In April, its neighbor at 175 Tompkins Ave.,
Kids U, closed shop and its space became
available.

“We were planning to take over the space
and then the pandemic hit and Kids U left,”
said Westchester Table Tennis Center owner
Will Shortz. “We started construction at
the beginning of May but because of state
mandates, we only had a few people working at
the facility at a time. The expansion took over
two months to complete.”

When the club originally opened in 2011,
the entire space was over 14,000 square feet;
today, the newly-expanded space is at more
than 21,500 square feet. According to Shortz,
the center is the largest dedicated exclusively
to table tennis in the Northeast.

“There are other spaces that are larger,
but they are multi-sports spaces that include
things like badminton,” he said.

Shortz and his manager Robert Roberts
opened the enlarged facility on July 14,
adhering to state mandates limiting the
number of people in the building at one time.
That means a maximum of 50 people, including
patrons and staffers. Since reopening, the club
has extended hours of operation to Monday to
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 11 p.m. and Sunday
from 12 to 11 p.m.

WARREN ROSENBERG PHOTO

The Thursday Night Live match last week between
Juan Liu, the highest-rated U.S. female table
tennis player, and Sharon Alguetti, a member of
the U.S. men’s table tennis team.

Prior to expanding, the center had 19 tables
but can now accommodate 30 tables. However,
due to COVID-19-related limitations, there are
only 15 tables in use. Shortz said there have
been about 25 to 30 players throughout the day
since the expansion.

“Honestly, people are cautious about coming
back,” he said. “Even our most devoted
members are being cautious.”

At the height of the pandemic the table
tennis center extended memberships for
their existing members by four months.
Memberships can still be extended for those
not ready to return. For non-members, the

daily cost is $10 for adults and $5 for those
under 20 and for anyone on Thursday before
3:30 p.m.

Westchester Table Tennis Center has held
competitive table tennis tournaments since its
opening and awarded cash prizes. Two weeks
ago, it started hosting Thursday Night Live:
T2 Challenge, a new national live competition
that takes place in clubs across the country
for the next few months. The T2 Challenge
started at the center, which will hold matches
that are streamed live for four weeks.

“Because we are limited to 50 people we
are asking spectators to call ahead and reserve
seats,” said Shortz.

The upcoming T2 Challenge tournaments
at the center feature matches between
professionals and members of the U.S. National
Table Tennis team, including Juan Liu, Sharon
Alguetti, Amy Wang, Adar Alguetti, Jennifer
Wu and Tahl Liebovitz.

Its regular monthly tournaments are slated
to return the last weekend in August.

“People are excited,” Shortz said.

One competition that has been canceled
for this year at the facility is the Westchester
Crossword  Puzzle  Tournament. The
tournament, typically held in the fall, was
the brainchild of Shortz, who has been the
crossword editor of The New York Times since
1993 and puzzle master for National Public
Radio’s “Weekend Edition Sunday” since 1987.

Crossword enthusiasts from the tristate
area have flocked to Pleasantville to vie for
the crossword trophy. Proceeds from the
event have gone to the Pleasantville Fund for
Learning.

WTTC PHOTO

Will Shortz, the owner of the Westchester Table
Tennis Center, which expanded its square footage
by about 50 percent last month.

“The crossword tournament 1is not
happening. I don’t think people are ready to
come back into an enclosed room,” Shortz said.

Shortz is also known for playing table
tennis every day for nearly eight years. As of
Sunday, his consecutive playing streak stood
unofficially at 2,879 days. The last day Shortz
failed to play was Oct. 3, 2012.

“I am playing more than ever and haven’t
missed a day,” he said. “These days, with
concerns about the virus, table tennis is about
the safest sport you can play because you are
naturally spaced from the other player and
because the tables are spaced out from other
players and tables. You get great exercise and
improve your stamina as well.”

For more information about the
Westchester Table Tennis Center, visit www.
westchestertabletennis.com.
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ones and pay their respects

FUNERAL HOME

w

Serving All Faiths
We proudly welcome Rabbi
and Cantor Eliyahu
(Alexander) Hirsh to serve
our Jewish Community

Owned & Operated by the
Carpinone Family with over

90 N Broadway 914-631-0621
Tarrytown, NY dwyermichaelsfh.com
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Child Who Survived COVID Syndrome Made Hospital Ambassador

Maria Fareri Children’s  Hospital
appointed eight-year-old Jorden Hutchins
as an official hospital ambassador for its
16th Annual Go the Distance fundraising
event.

Hutchins received his official ambassador
sash during a special ceremony at Maria
Fareri Children’s Hospital last week, which
was attended by his family and members of
the hospital’s pediatric care team.

In May, Hutchins was admitted to the
hospital’s pediatric intensive care unit
due to complications from Multisystem
Inflammatory Syndrome that landed him on
life support. With the help of the hospital’s
pediatric experts, Hutchins recovered and

is doing well today.

Asa Go the Distance hospital ambassador,
he will help represent the thousands of
seriously ill and injured children cared
for by Maria Fareri Children’s Hospital
services each year.

This year’s Go the Distance fundraising
event, which is typically attended by
hundreds of supporters and includes a
one-mile walk around the Valhalla campus,
will be held virtually. Those interested
in supporting Maria Fareri Children’s
Hospital and its care of the Hudson Valley’s
most seriously ill and injured children
are encouraged to create a fundraising
team and hold a socially-distant, one-mile

SEPTIC SYSTEMS INSTALLED * REPAIRED « CLEANED

We Are Here
,L’o*z, Yot

YNDALL

SEPTIC SYSTEMS inc.

Since 1968

#eaﬁ/l#’

"""‘"'” ~~ EXCAVATING CONTRACTORS

-~

n, www.tyndallseptic.com n.

Family Owned and Operated
“Our Reputation Is Our Greatest Asset”

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
* CURTAIN DRAINS —
* WATERLINES (845) 279 8809 * SEWER HOOKUPS
* LAND DRAINAGE . . * RESIDENTIAL
e SITEWORK Quahty & Service « COMMERCIAL
* UNDER ROAD BORING Lic: #93 * RADIO DETECTION SERVICES

NEW HARVEST - LIMITED SUPPLY - EXCLUSIVE STRAINS

\/CBD|y

RESELLERS

>

BULK ORDERS AVAILABLE

REAL CBD.
SIMPLIFIED.e

The Original
CBD Marketplace.©
Est. 2012

Shop with confidence with our
90-Day, No-Hassle return policy.

All Natural ¥ Organic “ Highest Quality “ Verified Lab Results

ALL THE TOP BRANDS

Edibles “Smokables ¥ Oils ¥ Topicals \“ Devices
Balms & Salves  Beauty & Bath \“ Pain & Health
Full-Spectrum \* CBD/CBG \“THC-Free \“ FREE U.S. Shipping

ALWAYS THE BEST PRICE

CBDResellers.com
1-877-CBDR-WEB

Shop on-line. Use Discount Code: mmm15

walk on the course of their choosing any
time between now and Sunday, Sept. 13.
Donated funds will support the advanced
care services provided to children like
Jorden at the hospital.

This spring Hutchins fell ill with a cough
and had difficulty breathing. After four days
of high fever, his family brought him to
Maria Fareri Children’s Hospital for care,
where his condition worsened rapidly due
to what was later identified as Multisystem
Inflammatory Syndrome.

He was rushed to the hospital’s pediatric
intensive care unit where he was placed on
a ventilator. With his heart failing, the care
team conducted an emergency procedure
to provide extracorporeal membrane
oxygenation (ECMO), a treatment that
the American Thoracic Society says
temporarily replaces the function of the
heart and the lungs.

It is a complex treatment that requires
a multidisciplinary team of specialists to
execute. After the second of two heart
procedures during his course of care,
Hutchins’ health improved significantly
and his ECMO and ventilator treatments
ended. As his recovery continued, he was
discharged.

Jorden, who turn nine years old this
Saturday, Aug. 15, loves math and history
and will enter fourth grade this fall at Our
Lady of Victory Elementary School in
Mount Vernon.

His mother, Beverly Hutchins, said her
son was fortunate.

“I am so very grateful to all the doctors

Jorden Hutchins, who was treated for
Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome this spring,
has recovered from his ordeal. Last week he was
named Maria Fareri Children’s Hospital's official
ambassador for this year's 16th annual Go the
Distance fundraising event.

and nurses in the pediatric intensive care
unit at Maria Fareri Children’s Hospital,”
she said. “The care he received was
extraordinary. He is feeling very good, and
he is enjoying all of the attention.”

HOST A SUMMER
M(WIIE NIGIIT

HostA Mo\ue Night
WE PROVIDE ALL EQUIPTMENT - SET-UP AND OPERATION
Professional Projectors, Screens
and 3.1 Surround Sound Audio Systems
YOU PROVIDE THE MOVIE AND THE LOCATION

Booking on first-come, first-serve hasis.
Call today for a quote.

For reservations 845-278-6401

nick@madeomultimedia.com
PRESENTED BY

MULTIMEDIA
INCORPORATED
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Brother of Somers Teacher Beats Back Injury, COVID at Same Time

By Logan Schiciano

Paul Foxen is no stranger to facing
adversity. He was born with cerebral palsy.
People sometimes struggle to understand
him due to his speech impediment.

At 15, he fell off his bicycle and knocked
out all of his top teeth; he fell again in his
30s and popped out his bottom teeth.

But at age 66, two simultaneous scares —
an injury and a battle with COVID-19 - did
not knock him down.

After an accident at his group home
where he lives in Garden City, L.I. required
emergency spinal cord surgery in mid-
April, Foxen was relocated to Waterview
Hills in Purdys to rehab. At the time of his
arrival, no visitors were permitted and the
facility was “COVID free.”

But within a week, some residents and
staff tested positive for the virus. Then,
caretakers noticed Foxen had developed a
cough and a test revealed he was positive
as well.

The news was surprising for the
family, considering Foxen was essentially
isolated, like other Waterview residents,
upon arrival.

“Everyone was following all the
protocols, but there’s just so much
unknown about the disease. We were

Advertise in The Examiner -
advertising@theexaminernews.com

terrified,” said Foxen’s sister, Katy Faivre.
“We didn’t know if the injury or the illness
would be worse for him.”

Waterview Hills is one of many care
centers that have been impacted by
COVID-19. More than 250 people in
Westchester nursing home facilities have
died from coronavirus, according to data
from the New York State Department of
Health.

Following his diagnosis, Foxen was
sent to the emergency room at Northern
Westchester  Hospital. Once there,
he was treated with antibiotics and
hydroxychloroquine, the drug touted
by President Donald Trump despite the
absence of widespread evidence of being
effective for helping COVID-19 patients.
However, Faivre said her brother’s
symptoms never worsened after receiving
it.

Regardless of the treatments, the
medication wasn’t the only assistance
Foxen had along the way. Faivre, a 23-year
Somers School District teacher who has
worked with special education students,
said she and her family visited Paul twice
a day through the window of his first-floor
room for three months.

“At first it was so stressful for him. The
window was the only contact we had week

Paul Foxen, the brother of Somers special
education teacher Katy Faivre, has triumphed
from a spinal cord injury and COVID-19 in recent
months.

after week.” Faivre said. “We did all sorts
of things at the window — observed therapy
sessions, played cards, memory match
games, singalongs. I even had him do

wheelchair challenges to keep him busy.”

She believes the visits contributed to
Paul’s recovery.

“For a while, I didn’t think he thought
much of us visiting, honestly, because we
came so regularly, but one day I was a little
late from work and he said, ‘Where were
you?’ He really needed us,” she said.

Even through isolation, occasional
frustrations and the coronavirus, Foxen
continued to receive therapy for the injury,
which compromised his ability to walk and
use his arms. His family is appreciative of
the staff at Waterview Hills who cared for
him and is proud of how he fought through
the challenges.

Though Foxen never once had a fever
and had minimal symptoms, according to
Faivre, it took more than 10 weeks until he
finally shook the virus and tested negative
on two consecutive occasions. In mid-July,
he was discharged from Waterview Hills
and is now continuing his therapies at the
home of another sister, Judy Courtney,
back in Garden City.

Faivre said their family will keep
working with Foxen until he is physically
able to return to his residence.

“He has a great spirit; he never gave up.
He worked really hard and he continues to
work really hard,” Faivre said.

914-864-0878

& Feller

Attorneys at Law

Put Your mind at ease...
Call us today!

Elder Law

Wills & Trusts

’ Estate’Planning
icaid Planning
uardianships
Probates

(845) 621-8640
Fax: (845) 621-8639

www.sloanandfeller.com

625 Route 6

Mahopac, NY 10541

Your Safety is
Important to us...

* Professionally sanitized weekly

* Masks/Face Covers required

* Plexi-glass shields at
checkout/counters

* Hand sanitizer available in store

dhslngram @FantasticFindsSC ﬁ

An upscale resale shop

WE ARE OPEN*

Top quality clothing, accessories &
household items at great prices.
400 King Street, Chappaqua, NY

In the Talbot’s shopping center

914-238-9200

www.supportconnection.org/fantastic-finds

*TEMPORARY HOURS : Monday and Tuesday 10-1,
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday, 10-4. Closed Thursday.

FantasticFindsSC ( -{_J\' N .L{.-..] |[-J‘.\.’

All proceeds help fund Support Connection'’s free breast and ovarian cancer support services.
Support Connection is a 501 (c¢) (3) not-for-profit organization. supportconnection.org
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Donations by oppom’rmen’r only:
914-962-6402 or e-mail fantastic.
finds@supportconnection.org
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AUGUST SAVINGS!!
19.95" 15% OFF

BG CLIMATE CONTROL SERVIGE

e ——

A Breath of Fresh Air

OIL CHANGE
z 1 9-95 PLUS TAX.

*MUST MENTION SPECIAL WHEN
E'JBOOKING AN APPOINTMENT OR

WHEN YOUR VEHICLE GOES
IN FOR SERVICE.
INCLUDES UP TO 5. OF OIL.
$20.95 FOR SYNTHETIC OIL. |
DOES NOT INCLUDE DIESELS. ']
/' CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY |
OTHER COUPON.

ENPIRES 8/31/20
“'_“

M Breath fresher, cleaner air when you
turn on the AC in your vehicle.

B Fungus, mold and bacteria
are removed from your air vents.
“J W Cabin filter replacement.

*Must mention this BG Special when booking your
appointment or when your vehicle goes in for service.
Some restrictions may apply.

Cannot be combined with any other coupon.

EXPIRES 8/31/20

We’ll Pick-up your Vehicle for Service and
Deliver it Sanitized when ready!

Stay Home...Stay Safe!

845.878.3456

vqaltr@

Your Complete Automotive Service Center

We’re OPEN!

2597 Rt. 22 Patterson
PattersonAutoBody.com

SINCE 1975
THE ORIGINAL

SEWER & DRAIN SERVICE

Sewer & Drains

Electrically Cleaned
bathtubs * sewers -« toilets
basements  sinks * pools

INC.

Servicing Putnam and Westchester
County, New York, as well as Litchfield
and Fairfield Connecticut since 1975.

Over 40 years experience with

IMAGINE YOUR
LIFE WITHOUT

COMMUTING, TRAINS, TAXIS,
SUBWAYS OR PARKING...

MT. EBO CORPORATE PARK OFFERS
PRIVATE OFFICES OR FULL SUITES
FURNISHED OR UNFURNISHED
NO LONG-TERM COMMITMENT
MINUTES FROM 1-84, 1-684 &
METRO NORTH
THE ABILITY TO WORK CLOSE TO HOME
Wi-Fi & 24/7 ACGESS
PLUS PLENTY OF FREE PARKING!
ON-SITE MANAGEMENT

You've already proved
you don't need to travel into the City to work!

contact Peter or Una for a site visit 845.278.2822

masks are some of
the most talented
hairdressers in
Westchester!

Behind these

The staff at Fred’s Hair Salon is happy fo
welcome back our friends and
neighbors. We are ready to tackle the
“hairy-est” of jobs! Fred’s Hair Salon
practices social distancing and follows
all NYS guidelines to make your time
with us as safe and relaxing as possible.

See you soon!

residential, commercial Ask About Our
and industrial service. Conditional Guarantee
You To TV Sewer & Pipeline
("‘%’:fr ‘FU' st RESIDENTIAL Inspection Camera
2 High Pressure Sewer Jets
(Bedpond'er s COMMERGIAL Pressure Cleans Pipe
o 3"to8”&4"to 16”
> /<= INDUSTRIAL in Diameter & Up
(2000 & 3000 PSI)

www.electricsnakeanddrainny.com

845-279-7315

.

1-800-479-7625

Katonah Shopping Center
270 Katonah Ave, Katonah

(914) 232-5201
By Appointment Only

“Bringing your Hair to Life
Since 1982”
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Douglas Adams’ Kakapo and Rudolfo Anaya’s Owl

By Brian Kluepfel

Since there’s plenty of time to read these days, I came
across two interesting bird-themed books last week.

Douglas Adams is best known for his “Hitchhiker’s
Guide to the Galaxy” series. They sold millions and
earned him fame.

But in the late 1980s he traveled with naturalist Mark
Carwardine on a semi-serious endeavor to observe and
record some of the planet’s rarest animals, including
Komodo dragons, white rhinos (not really white, it turns
out) and fruit bats. The book is called “Last Chance to
See,” and it’s charming, funny and alarming in turn. One
of the duo’s ventures brought them to New Zealand and
the endangered kakapo, the world’s only flightless parrot.

Adams admits he doesn’t like birds, yet he is charmed by
the kakapo. He describes the landscapes of New Zealand
with an awe often reserved for religious epiphanies. And
his tracking of the kakapo, requiring a special guide and
dog, is quite funny.

When Adams went to find the kakapo, there were only
40 left in the wild. There are now 209, three decades later.
There is hope, even if incremental. Adams died of a heart
attack in 2001 after a session at the gym, but his life,
and that of hitchhikers, kakapos and hippos, are forever
captured in his endearing words.

Rudolfo Anaya broke new ground with “Bless Me,
Ultima” in 1972, a story revealing the author’s New
Mexican roots — a mix of indigenous and Spanish-
Mexican, animism and Catholicism. It’s
a wonderful coming-of-age novel seen
through the eyes of its protagonist,
Antonio, who tries to make sense
of the conflicting belief systems and

For The
Birds

world-views of his small village.
The bridge, which he crosses
into town each day, is as much
a philosophical, as a physical,
conduit.

While the people of Guadalupe
conform to the norms of the
Catholic church, when real crises
arise, they turn to Antonio’s
grandmother, Ultima, a country
woman steeped in the tradition of
curanderas. With Antonio, Ultima
roams the hills at night, gathering
herbs, revealing their healing
purposes to him, bit by bit.

Antonio recognizes the
presence of an owl outside the
family home as Ultima’s spirit, and
its gentle hooting at night brings
him peace. When true problems
arise among the people, which
the Catholic priest’s prayers are
unable to resolve, Ultima is able
to bring about a just ending.

Too often in our literature and
film we depict owls as omens of
evil and bringers of darkness
because, mostly, they live by
night. Ultima’s owl is a benevolent
presence, and in fact, when challenged,
a protector, and in some ways shows
that the two belief systems can coexist.
The owl in the juniper tree outside
the house is as powerful a symbol

RUDOLFO ANAY

BLESS ME,

ULTIMA

The cover of Rudolfo Anaya’s “Bless Me, Ultima.”

as the cross atop the church in
downtown Guadalupe.

Anaya flew off with the owls
into the spirit world this year.
Perhaps the lesson we can take
from his first novel is that there
is not one correct religious
vision of the world, and cultures
might better coexist by building
bridges, not walls.

Owl Event: In keeping with
the theme of the article, the
Ossining Public Library will
be holding am event via Zoom
about owls this Friday, Aug.
14 at 7 p.m. The discussion,
presented by Stephen Sciame
of Blue Campfire Experiences,
covers the many evolutionary
benefits of the owl in New York
and include information about
THE AUTHOR eyesight, hearing, camouflage
and more.

The event is part of the
library’s teen program. You can
register at ossininglibrary.org or
e-mail oplteens@wlsmail.org for
info.

Brian Kluepfel is an author
of the Lonely Planet travel guides and has worked across
the Americas. He lives in Ossining and is proud to be a
member of the Saw Mill River Audubon, and encourages
you to take part in the group’s activities. Find him at www.
birdmanwalking.com.
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BEECHER FLOOKS FUNERAL HOME, INC.

“The place to turn in your time of need!”

Personally Owned and Supervised By

William F Flooks, Jr.

& William J Flooks

L)

S
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RA

SAW MILL RIVER AUDUBON™
Connecting People & Nature Since 1953

Monthly Online Nature Workshops
: Enriching Habitats for Birds,
Pollinators, and More

Small Group Guided Bird Walks
by registration,
with social distancing

for 10 people or less, masked,

Proprietor Licensed Funeral Director

Caring for our community since 1928
Personal and Complete Funeral Service

418 Bedford Road...Pleasantville, NY 10570...769-0001

www.beecherflooksfh.com

Zoom Bird Chat on Tuesdays, 7:00 pm
Find out where local birders are birding,
what they are seeing and share your
bird observations or questions

Visit www.sawmillriveraudubon.org
for more information and free registration
for above events
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To Place a Classified Ad
Call 914-864-0878 or e-mail
classifieds @theexaminernews.com

ADOPTION

EXAMINER MEDIA Cldssifieds

ATTORNEY

CABLE & SATELLITE TV

Classified Ad Deadline
is Thursdays at 5pm for the
next week’s publication

HELP WANTED

Family-oriented single woman
looking to welcome a child into her
life. Any ethnicity welcome, expenses paid.
Please call (347) 470-5228 or my attorney:
(800)582-3678 for information.

ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES

MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings,
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture,
jewelry books, cameras, records,
instruments, coins, watches, gold, comics,
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL
AARON AT 914-235-0302

AUCTIONS

LAND AUCTION 8-8-2020; 1PM. 16
1-3 acre lots Gated Communities, Haywood
County, NC. 15l-acre mountain tract,
springs, lake sites, 3/2 Home. ERA Sunburst
Realty, www.sunburstauctions.net. NCA
Lic#10376. Randy Flanigan, NCAL6421;
NCRE274318. 706-207-9436

AUTO DONATIONS

Drive Out Breast Cancer: Donate
a car today! The benefits of donating
your car or boat: Fast Free Pickup
- 24hr Response Tax Deduction -
Easy To Do! Call 24/7: 855-905-4755

BOYSCOUT COMPENSATION FUND
- Anyone that was inappropriately touched by
a Scout leader deserves justice and financial
compensation!  Victims may be eligible
for a significant cash settlement. Time to
file is limited. Call Now! 844-587-2494

BUYING/SELLING

BUYING diamonds, gold, silver, all
fine jewelry and watches, coins, paintings,
better furs, complete estates. We simply pay
more! Call Barry 914-260-8783 or e-mail
Americabuying@aol.com

*COMIC BOOKS WANTED! TOP
PRICES PAID!** 30 years experience.
Reliable and honest! Call or Text: 917-
699-2496, or e-mail: smileLP@aol.com.
Thanks.

GOLD / SILVER WANTED

HIGHEST PRICE$ PAID - Visit
West- chester’s Top Buyer for Gold, Silver,
Diamonds, Coins & Currency, Watches,
Jewelry. Licensed, Professional, No Ap-
pointment Necessary. Tuesdays-Satur-
days 10am-6pm, Mt. Kisco Gold & Sil-
ver, 139E Main Street. 914-244-9500

paying for
them, call

800-736-9629

NYImprovementFund.com

PROGRAMS

RIGHT NOW

NEW YORK

Roofing | Windows | Siding | Insulation | Walk-In Tubs

SPECTRUM TRIPLE PLAY! TV,
Internet & Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per
second speed. No contract or commitment.
More Channels. Faster Internet. Unlimited
Voice. Call 1-855-977-7198

EDUCATION/CAREER TRAINING

TRAIN AT HOME TO DO MEDICAL
BILLING! Become a Medical Office
Professional online at CTI! Get Trained,
Certified & ready to work in months!
Call 855-543-6440. (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING
PROGRAM! Train ONLINE to get the
skills to become a Computer & Help Desk
Professional now! Now offering a $10,000
scholarship for qualified applicants. Call
CTI for details! (844) 947-0192 (M-F 8am-
6pm ET)

HEALTH

Recently Diagnosed w/Lung Cancer
or Mesothelioma? Exposed to Asbestos
Pre-1980 at Work or Navy? You May Be
Entitled to a Significant Cash Award!
Smoking History Okay! 838-912-3150

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for $99. 100
pills for $150. FREE shipping. Money back
guaranteed! 1-855-579-8907

JWERCAS ORIGINAL BUTEy

OMAHA STEAKS

ORDER NOW! 1.866.749.2741 ask for 63281CKT

www.OmahaSteaks.com/family225

HAIR DRESSER W/FOLLOWING
WANTED for a busy salon in northern
Westchester. Call 914-760-6520

JOB OPPORTUNITY $18.50 P/H
NYC $16 P/H LI Up to $13.50 P/H
UPSTATE NY CDPAP Caregiver Hourly
Pay Rate! Under NYS CDPAP Medicaid
program you can hire your family or
friends for your care. Phone: 347-713-3553

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Stay in your home longer with
an American Standard Walk-In Bathtub.
Receive up to $1,500 off, including
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty
on the tub and installation! Call
us at 1-844-286-6771 or visit
www.walkintubquote.com/newyork

HOMES FOR SALE

4BEDROOM, 2 1/2 BATH COLONIAL
IN AWARD WINNING NORTH SALEM
SCHOOL DISTRICT. Private setting in
family neighborhood. Close to park and
easy commute to New York City. For sale
by owner. Asking $549,000 - no brokers
please. Call (914) 617-8879.

continued on page 22

GET THE GRILLER’S BUNDLE
INTRODUCTORY PRICE: $79%

4 (5 oz)) Butcher's Cut Filet Mignon
4 (4 oz) Boneless Pork Chops

4 (4 0z) Omaha Steaks Burgers

4 (3 0z) Gourmet Jumbo Franks

4 (2.8 0z,) Potatoes au Gratin

4 (4 0z) Caramel Apple Tartlets
Omaha Steaks Seasoning Packet
$2249¢ separately

+4 MORE BURGERS FREE

THAT'S 20 COURSES + SIDES & DESSERT!

*Savings shown over aggregated single
item base price. Standard S&H applies.
02020 Omaha Steaks, Inc. Exp. 10/31/20

Remote Support for:

Adware/spyware

Speed up computer
Install software

Email issues

Pop-ups

Printer & scanner support

GET YOUR COMPUTER FIXED IN THE COMFORT OF
YOUR HOME

Gall Us Now at 844 245 3414

$40 OFF

FLAT FEE UNLIMITED
SERVICE

Must mention code
86407

for promo price




FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK COUNTY OF WESTCHESTER

In the Matter of a Proceeding Under Article 10 of the Family Court Act
BABY BOY SMITH (CIN#) Docket No. NN-1568-20 F/U No. 130968

A Child Under Eighteen Years of Age Alleged
To be Neglected by LISA SMITH,(Child Neglect Case) Respondent.
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Time Running Short to Protect Assets for Medicaid Home Services
Many of you who watch my biweekly during which Medicaid will not pay for such as transfers to a spouse. This is going to have
Facebook Live videos already know that nursing home care. During the penalty a tremendous impact on those wishing to remain at
Medicaid eligibility has recently become period, one must privately pay for home, especially those without a spouse.
even more challenging. nursing home care. In anticipation of these drastic changes, planning
As if dealing with the COVID-19 By way of background, there was must be done immediately. If you have a loved one
pandemic wasn’t enough, on Apr. 2, Gov. previously never a look-back or penalty that is contemplating Community Medicaid soon,
Cuomo’s state budget implemented period for Community Medicaid. This that person should consider transferring their
a new two-and-a-half-year look-back allowed people to transfer their assets assets to a Medicaid trust prior to Oct. 1 or risk
period for Medicaid home care services, today and apply tomorrow. While friendly  losing their assets by having to privately pay for
also known as Community Medicaid. As to those needing care at home, this care at home.
discussed below, this is a drastic change policy created a false sense of security Even if you are not trying to beat the Oct. 1
for those seeking Medicaid eligibility to for many who thought they were never deadline, creating a Medicaid trust and transferring
cover the cost of a home aide. By Salvatore M. Di going to need nursing home care. assets to that trust continues to be one of the most
It also presents an immediate Costanzo, Esq. I often would hear people disregard popular and viable planning techniques to preserve
planning opportunity that should not be my advice to create a Medicaid trust your assets in the face of long-term care.
dismissed. or conduct other types of advanced Prior to the recent changes in law, the goal has
To understand the impact of the new law and planning because they were “never going into always been to create a Medicaid trust and get
the importance of planning immediately, you must a nursing home,” “wanted to stay home,” or a past the five-year look-back period for nursing
first understand the look-back period, which is a common excuse, “my kids are going to take care of home care. Now there’s this new element. You
certain period of one’s financial history that will be me.” That’s all going to change on Oct. must now be mindful about getting
scrutinized when one applies for Medicaid. 1. Pl past the 30-month look-back period for
Until the adoption of the new law, a look-back Beginning Oct. 1, there will be an Community Medicaid purposes.
period arose only when one applied for Medicaid the 30-month look-back period for fOI‘ For those of you who were hesitant
to cover the cost of nursing home care. As part of Community Medicaid that will not be TOd ay in implementing the Medicaid trust
that application, the Department of Social Services retroactive. For instance, if you apply for because of the five-year look-back
(DSS) asks the applicant to submit five years of Community Medicaid on Jan. 1, 2021, period, you should reconsider in light of
financial records to determine whether the applicant  DSS will look back to Oct. 1, 2020, to the recent changes in law.
—or the applicant’s spouse — transferred any of their ~ determine if you made any non-exempt transfers Salvatore M. Di Costanzo is a partner with Makes,
assets for less than fair market value (such as a gift) and penalize you if you did. The look-back period Fragale & Di Costanzo, LLP in Rye and Yorktown
during those five years. will be phased in each consecutive month thereafter  Heights. He is an attorney and accountant whose
While some transfers may be considered exempt until it reaches 30 months (on Apr. 1, 2023). You will  main area of practice is elder law and special needs
transfers, most are not, and if the applicant made no longer be able to simply transfer your assets and  planning. Di Costanzo can be reached at 914-925-
non-exempt transfers during that five-year look- immediately apply for Community Medicaid. 1010 or at smd@mfd-law.com. You may also visit
back period, DSS will impose a penalty period Existing non-exempt transfers remain in effect, www.plantodayfortomorrow.com.
Legal Notice

NOTICE: PLACEMENT OF YOUR
CHILD(REN) IN FOSTER CARE MAY
RESULT IN YOUR LOSS OF YOUR
RIGHTS TO YOUR CHILD(REN).

IF YOUR CHILD(REN) STAYS IN
FOSTER CARE FOR 15 OF THE MOST
RECENT 22 MONTHS, THE AGEN-
CY MAY BE REQUIRED BY LAW TO
FILE A PETITION(S) TO TERMINATE
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND TO
COMMIT GUARDIANSHIP AND
CUSTODY OF YOUR CHILD(REN)
TO THE AGENCY FOR THE PUR-
POSES OF ADOPTION. IN SOME
CASES, THE AGENCY MAY FILE BE-
FORE THE END OF THE 15-MONTH
PERIOD. IF SEVERE OR REPEATED
CHILD ABUSE IS PROVEN BY CLEAR
AND CONVINCING EVIDENCE,
THIS FINDING MAY CONSTITUTE
THE BASIS TO TERMINATE YOUR
PARENTAL RIGHTS AND TO COM-
MIT GUARDIANSHIP AND CUSTO-
DY OF YOUR CHILD(REN) TO THE
AGENCY FOR THE PURPOSES OF

ADOPTION.

UPON GOOD CAUSE, THE COURT
MAY ORDER AN INVESTIGATION
TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE
NON-RESPONDENT PARENT(s)
SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A
RESPONDENT; IF THE COURT
DETERMINES THE CHILD(REN)
SHOULD BE REMOVED FROM HIS/
HER HOME, THE COURT MAY
ORDER AN INVESTIGATION TO DE-
TERMINE WHETHER THE NON-RE-
SPONDENT PARENT(s) SHOULD BE
SUITABLE CUSTODIANS FOR THE
CHILD(REN); IF THE CHILD(REN) IS
PLACED AND REMAINS IN FOSTER
CARE FOR FIFTEEN OF THE MOST
RECENT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS,
THE AGENCY MAY BE REQUIRED
TO FILE A PETITION(S) FOR TER-
MINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS
OF THE PARENT(s) AND COMMIT-
MENT OF GUARDIANSHIP AND
CUSTODY OF THE CHILD(REN)
FOR THE PURPOSES OF ADOPTION,

EVEN IF THE PARENT(s) WERE NOT
NAMED AS RESPONDENTS IN THE
CHILD NEGLECT OR ABUSE PRO-
CEEDING.

A NON-CUSTODIAL PARENT HAS
THE RIGHT TO REQUEST TEMPO-
RARY OR PERMANENT CUSTODY
OF THE CHILD(REN) AND TO SEEK
ENFORCEMENT OF VISITATION
RIGHTS WITH THE CHILD(REN).

BY ORDER OF THE FAMILY COURT
OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPON-
DENT(S) WHO RESIDE(S) OR IS
FOUND AT [specify address(es)]:

LISA SMITH (Mother)

Last Known Address:

128 South 12th Avenue, Apartment 2
Mount Vernon, New York 10550

A Petition under Article 10 of the Fami-
ly Court Act having been filed with this
Court, and annexed hereto

YOU AND EACH OF YOU ARE
HEREBY SUMMONED to appear vir-
tually before this Court at 131 Warbur-
ton Avenue, Yonkers, New York 10701,
on SEPTEMBER 30, 2020 at 9:30 oclock
in the Xmorning Mafternoon of that day
to answer the petition and to be dealt
with in accordance with Article 10 of the
Family Court Act.

Upon your failure to appear as herein di-
rected, a warrant may be issued for your
arrest and/or the Court may proceed to
Inquest and hearing and determine the
petition as provided by law.

Dated: July 24, 2020

/s/
Clerk of Court
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Get DIRECTV! ONLY $35/month! 155
Channels & 1000s of Shows/Movies On
Demand (w/SELECT All Included Package.)
PLUS Stream on Up to FIVE Screens
Simultaneously at No Additional Cost. Call
DIRECTYV 1-888-534-6918

DISH TV $59.99 for 190 Channels
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free
Installation, Smart HD DVR Included, Free
Voice Remote. Some restrictions apply. Call
1-800-943-0838.

REAL ESTATE

LEASE YOUR LAND FOR HUNTING
Prepaid annual lease payments $5M liability
insurance We handle everything for you

basecampleasing.com Promo Code: 314

VACATION RENTALS

OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best
selection of full/partial week rentals.
Call for FREE color Brochure. Holiday
Real Estate, Inc: 1-800-638-21020nline
reservations: www.holidayoc.com.
$50 discount - new rentals. Code:
“WelcomeBack”  (Expires  2020-09-01)
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FREON WANTED: We pay CA$H for
cylindersand cans. R12R500 R11 R113 R114.
Convenient. Certified Professionals. Call
312-361-0601 or visit RefrigerantFinders.
com
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| Physicians Mutual Insurance Company FREE
Information Kit

A less expensive way to help

get the dental care you deserve! oo
" Physizians

L 1-855-225-1434
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# Get help paying dental bills and keep more money in foriame e

your pocket

“ This is real dental insurance — NOT just a discount plan

1-855-225-1434

# You can get coverage before your next checkup
Visit us online at

Don't wait! Call now and we'll rush you a FREE
Information Kit with all the details.

Insurance Policy PISONY
6129

MB17-NMOO3Ec

www.dental50plus.com/nypress

GENERAC
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Prepare for
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with a Generac
home standby
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877-516-1160
FREE
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GENERAC

Special Financing Available
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*Terms & Conditions Apply
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DO YOU KNOW THESE MEN?

Donald’

Albino Bolton..

Francis V. Robert Noel
Boyle Brouillette

CLAIM DEADLINE: AUG. 13 — ACT NOW

If you have information regarding alleged
abuse or its cover-up involving these men,
CONTACT US.

}\ Contact us confidentially.

1-800-ITS-TIME

JEFF ANDERSON & ]
ItsTimeNewYork.com
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The Overnight Dominance of America, a Half-Century in the Making

In the long history
of wine production
and consumption,
the United States has
played a very minor
role.

Cultivated grapes
have been grown,
and wine produced,
for millennia.
Recently discovered
remnants of a winery
in Armenia are believed to be more than
6,000 years old.

In the continuum of time since the Greeks
and Romans spread wine production
throughout Europe over 3,000 < —=
years ago, local growers and
producers steadily plied their
craft, enhancing their wines
and reputation across the wine
consuming world.

Here in the United States,
the rudimentary beginnings
of wine production date back
a mere 450 years to a French
Huguenot settlement in Florida.
And this relatively short-time
continuum has been fragmented.

The wine industry in the United States
languished for centuries; it wasn’t until
Western European immigrants settled in
the Midwest and West in the 19th century
that wine production, followed by wine

By N|ck Antonaccio

To Place a Classified Ad
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classifieds @theexaminernews.com

continued from previous page

consumption, began to flourish.

But then Prohibition brought the industry
to a screeching halt from 1920 to 1933,
effectively wiping it out across the entire
country. (I don’t know a single soul who
celebrated this centennial anniversary,
especially during the pandemic.) It wasn’t
until the early 1970s that Americans finally
began to build a head of steam in producing
and consuming wine.

As with many other entrepreneurial
endeavors that spawned successful
industries in the United States, so too did
intrepid winemakers and marketers in the
1980s and ‘90s build a successful and highly-
regarded wine industry.

As a result, the global wine world in the
21st century has been turned upside down.
The mighty Europeans are losing their
influence and the upstart United
States has surged. With only 80
years of continuous winemaking

expertise and experience since

: 3298 ¥ Prohibition — a blink of an eye

in the world timeline of wine
production and consumption
— the United States is now a)
the largest consumer of wines in the world,
b) the fourth largest producer after Italy,
France and Spain and ¢) home of a world-
class wine cognoscenti.

How did we accomplish so much in such a
short period of time?

1. Winemaking Culture. American

EXAMINER MEDIA Cldassifieds

winemakers are an ambitious lot, constantly
seeking the next great product/trend,
coupled with a willingness to experiment.
Since they are relatively new to wine, there
are no allegiances to particular grapes or
wine styles.

American winemakers
are not burdened by the
stringent regulations
of Western Europe for
growing  specific  grape
varietals in specific
regions. (In France,

generally speaking, you
may only grow Cabernet
Sauvignon in the Bordeaux
region and Chardonnay in the Burgundy
and Champagne regions.) This provides the
freedom to experiment, seeking the best
grapes to suit a particular wine region or a
specific plot of land.

2. Consumer Enthusiasm. Americans
are much more apt to experiment with
different wines from different regions than
their European counterparts. If you travel
in Europe you will typically be offered local
wines in restaurants. In Paris, French wines;
in Rome, Italian wines. Rarely will American
wines be on a wine list.

However, in New York or Los Angeles,
many wine lists offer a broad range of
international wines. This provides American
consumers a means to expand their horizons
and their appreciation (and consumption) of

You Heard It
Through the

(rapevine

diverse wines. And catapult us to the top of
the list of wine-consuming nations.

3. Consumer Knowledge. From Baby
Boomers to millennials, American palates
are evolving. Unlike the 1970s approach to
wine (cheaper is better),
today’s wine consumer is
more likely to seek wine
with a high quality-price
ratio.  Millennials are
becoming especially astute
wine consumers, willing
to spend more for a well-
researched wine.

Once again, American
fervor and ambition have
catapulted us to the top of an industry and
a culture. What is next on the horizon? Will
we be challenged by the growing interest
in European wines produced as table wines
(not meeting specific regulations)? Will our
tastes shift to other alcoholic beverages?
Only (a split second in) the time continuum
will tell.

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year Pleasantville
resident. For over 25 years, he has conducted
wine tastings and lectures. Nick is a member
and Program Director of the Wine Media Guild
of wine journalists. He also offers personalized
wine tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s
credo: continuous experimenting results in
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at
nantonaccio @theexaminernews.com or on
Twitter @sharingwine.
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