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By Adam Stone, Rick Pezzullo and Abby Luby

Trustee Krista Berardi resigned her post 
on the Brewster Board of Education Friday 
night following a public outcry over her ra-
cially charged social media posts that have 
roiled the community.

“We recognize the events of the last few 
days have been painful for many,” the board 
stated jointly in a Saturday morning letter. 
“As a board, we have an unbending obligation 
to the well-being of every child in our com-
munity. Toward that end, we will be working 
with our students, parents, administrators, 
faculty, staff, and community residents to pro-
mote positive and caring relationships, trust, 
and understanding.”

Berardi declined an interview request 
from The Putnam Examiner.

Berardi, an art teacher for the last 16 
years who teaches at Carmel, had one Face-
book post on May 31 that suggested George 
Floyd’s death may have been staged.

A second post displayed a Putnam 911 re-
port about part of Route 84 being closed due 
to demonstrators and Berardi wrote: “This 
is the bull—- I’m dealing with right now. It’s 
been such an emotional rollercoaster the 
past couple of days, I just want to get out with 
my daughter for a couple of hours. These 
dumb—– need to get hosed if they don’t get 
off the highway. This will never make people 
sympathetic to your cause, it will make peo-
ple hate you though.”

The public outcry led to more than 50 
people gathering in protest Friday outside 
the Brewster school district building.

“Personally, I believe it is imperative that 
Ms. Berardi resign from her position as a 
board trustee immediately,” Board of Educa-
tion President Sonia Mesika said in her Fri-
day statement. “I believe she has breached 
the trust of the community. I find her posts 
reprehensible, offensive and inexcusable. 
They are not consistent with what I fight for 
every day while I serve on this Board, and 
in my opinion, what I believe our board as a 

whole represents.”
An online petition demanding Berardi be 

removed was created by a Brewster High 
School student and had been 
signed by nearly 3,000 peo-
ple in recent days. 

“This is unacceptable,” 
Emily Sullivan, the student 
behind the petition, had 
stated. “We need to continue 
to call for her resignation or 
removal. Kerry Cunning-
ham (board vice president) 
and Erik Grutzner (trustee) 
have said that they want to 
put this event in the past… 
Can they so easily put the 
death of George Floyd in the 
past? Can they so easily put 
the centuries of systematic 
oppression in the past? We 
cannot allow her to remain on the board. We 
must continue calling for change.”

The Carmel Central School District, 
where Berardi teaches, has a social me-
dia policy but it only governs use of district 

equipment. However, the 
district is now revisiting the 
policy.

“In light of recent events, 
the Carmel Board of Educa-
tion will be reviewing our so-
cial media policy within our 
district in greater detail and 
expand the policy language 
to protect our students and 
support our staff,” Carmel 
School Board President 
John Cody wrote in an email 
interview with The Putnam 
Examiner. “We have a dis-
trict equity team that was 
formed at the beginning 
of this current school year 

made up of district administrators, faculty, 
parents, a BOE member, and BOCES staff to 

continue ongoing work and research to make 
sure every Carmel student feels safe and sup-
ported coming to our schools.”

The school board president declined to 
speak about Berardi specifically, noting how 
the district “does not discuss publicly the em-
ployment history of our employees.”

 “This matter has been turned over to le-
gal counsel for review,” he explained.

 The district’s Responsible Use Policy, 
which all employees must sign, covers just 
district technology on district time. 

“The district has been made aware of ra-
cially insensitive posts made on social media, 
allegedly made by a member of our teach-
ing staff,” stated Carmel Superintendent of 
Schools Andy Irvin. “We regret the upset of 
those who were privy to the disturbing social 
media posts. The Carmel Central School Dis-
trict prohibits all forms of unlawful discrimi-
nation and harassment and the social media 
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Protestors gathered in brewster on Friday, applying pressure on the board of Education to call on berardi to resign. 
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Carmel High Seniors Honored with Signs
Lawn signs were placed along route 52 in front of Lake Gleneida in Carmel to honor the Carmel 
high school Class of 2020. Pictured are (L-r:) Graduate of Carmel hs and Legislator Neal 
sullivan, Graduate of Carmel hs and Legislator toni Addonizio, director of Veterans services 
Karl rohde, Chs boys, Graduate of Carmel hs and Putnam County Executive MaryEllen odell, 
Graduate of Carmel hs and deputy County Executive thomas Feighery.

posts at issue have been referred to 
legal counsel for review. Hateful and 
discriminatory speech and threats 
of violence or violence against per-
sons on the basis of race or other 
protected class status (gender, dis-
ability, age, etc…) will not be toler-
ated in the Carmel Central School 
District. As a district, we endeavor to 
have and are committed to cultivat-
ing a culture of inclusion and respect 
for all of our students and families 
within our classrooms and through-
out our school community.”

Sullivan, a Brewster High 
School sophomore, stood at the 
center of the Friday protest holding 
a sign that said “Resign.”

“Our organization is growing! 
We will not tolerate this!” an impas-
sioned Sullivan called out.   

The Brewster schools’ superin-
tendent also weighed in Friday with 
a letter to the school community.

“I have to speak up for my per-
sonal beliefs and what I stand for, 
just as you do,” wrote Superintend-
ent Dr. Laurie Bandlow. “I would 
like to send a clear message that it 
is inhumane and unconscionable to 
urge the use of fire hoses on peace-
ful protesters who are exercising 
their own First Amendment rights. 
We are not Bull Connor and this 
is not 1963 Alabama. It was wrong 
then and it’s wrong now. We love 
and value every child, parent, and 
member of our community and we 

will not tolerate racially insensitive 
comments. Students, alumni, par-
ents, staff, community members 
who have reached out to us – we 
hear you.  There is work to do, and 
we are up to the challenge.  We 
need your partnership in address-
ing this wound that exists in our 
community and our society.”

Brewster administrators pre-
pared a joint letter of their own on 
Friday, noting in the message they 
wish to “express our disdain for the 
divisive, degrading, and senseless 
comments.”

“We are concerned about the 
impact that such ignorant mes-
sages have on the emotional devel-
opment of our children, both those 
who may internalize the message, 

as well as those who may view it 
as acceptable and be influenced 
to hate as a result,” the 15 signees 
from the Administrators Associa-
tion of Brewster stated. “We remain 
steadfast in our commitment to 
support every child as educational 
leaders who promote social justice 
throughout this community for 
years to come.”

In her bio on the district website, 
Berardi, the mother of two teenag-
ers, stated she considers Brewster 
a great place to raise a family.

“Our community is close-knit, 
diverse and thriving!” she said.

As for the Brewster Board of Ed-
ucation, in the Saturday letter mem-
bers said the district will be holding 
a public forum as soon as the gover-

nor’s executive order is confirmed 
for larger gatherings of residents to 
come and be heard in person. 

“We would like to acknowledge 
[Berardi] for her service and for 
making the decision to step down 
to help our community heal,” the 
letter said.

The NYSUT teachers union also 
replied to a request for comment, 
explaining the “union’s values 
include working toward greater 
equality and social justice in our 
communities and across our soci-
ety as a whole.”

“We will continue to do every-
thing in our power to ensure that 
New York’s public schools remain 
safe, welcoming spaces for every-
one,” the statement concluded.

School Official Resigns Over Racially Charged Posts
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By Adam Stone 

Carmel Central School Dis-
trict Superintendent of Schools 
Andy Irvin is resigning from his 
position as a controversy brews 
over whether a Twitter account 
belongs to him or was created by 
an imposter. 

“I can confirm that I informed 
the BOE of my intention to resign 
from my position as superintend-
ent effective August 30, 2020,” 
Irvin stated in an email to The 
Putnam Examiner. “My resigna-
tion will be on the June 23 BOE 
agenda for the BOE to accept.”

Irvin also sent a letter to the 
school community noting how 

“social media posts made on an 
account that used my likeness to 
impersonate me.”

“There are many posts on 
the account that I would have 
no problem being associated 
with but there are also racially 
insensitive, sexually insensitive 
and some just plain disgusting 
posts that make me sick to my 
stomach,” he added. “The Twit-
ter account is not my account 
and the posts are not mine. It is 
unfortunate that these posts are 
bring brought to light at a time af-
ter I have informed the BOE and 
Community of my intention to re-
sign my position. I hope that my 
actions have made it clear who I 

am and what I stand for. I have 
made many mistakes in my ca-
reer and in my life but these are 
not among them.”

Irvin has not yet replied to a 
question from The Putnam Ex-
aminer asking why he decided to 
resign. 

“I am sorry that someone felt 
and continues to feel the need to 
drive wedges within the CCSD 
community and I am sorry that 
those insensitive messages are 
being circulated at all,” he wrote 
in his letter about the Twitter ac-
count.

The apparent Twitter account 
in question — @No1NYSOXFAN 
— remains active and displays 

Irvin’s likeness. It features hun-
dreds upon hundreds of tweets 
dating back to Sept. of 2011 
through March of 2017. While 
many of the tweets are about root-
ing on Red Sox baseball, many are 
sexually explicit, embrace contro-
versial political positions and use 
salty language.   

Irving faced a significant back-
lash in Carmel this year when he 
didn’t reportedly back football 
coach Todd Cayea. The coach, 
revered by a wide swath of the 
community, resigned under ap-
parent pressure to leave earlier 
this spring.

The resignation also comes as 
the district grapples with how to 

deal with art teacher Krista Be-
rardi’s racially charged remarks 
on social media. The teacher was 
also a Brewster Board of Educa-
tion trustee. She resigned her 
post on the Board of Education 
Friday night.

The Carmel Board of Educa-
tion appointed Irvin superintend-
ent in 2015, following his service 
as the district’s deputy superin-
tendent. Irvin started with Car-
mel in 2008 as an assistant su-
perintendent for curriculum and 
instruction. He has also worked 
as a dean of students in Scars-
dale, a principal in Haldane and 
an assistant principal in Byram 
Hills.

Carmel Superintendent to Resign

Claims Controversial Twitter Account Operated by Imposter

By Gabriel Harrison

Putnam County legislators demanded 
greater transparency from the Sheriff’s 
office during a committee meeting last 
week.

The discussion focused on the sharing 
of disciplinary records with the Legislature.

“We should receive reports and updates 
on situations that occur, and also explana-
tions of more depth on how they’ve been 
handled and what’s been done,” said Legis-
lator Neal Sullivan.

The meeting followed a week of protests 
in Putnam County and around the country 
against police violence.

“We’ve seen a bad apple in a police de-
partment, and it has turned the country on 
its head,” Legislator Ginny Nacerino said. 
“We should have that information because 
it is our... responsibility to protect the peo-
ple of Putnam County.”

Last week, the New York State Senate 
voted to repeal section 50-A of New York 
State’s Civil Rights Law, which shields po-
lice personnel information, including disci-
plinary records, from public access.

Sheriff Robert Langley, Jr. posted a 
statement saying he did not support the 
repeal.

Langley also wrote, “Some members 
of the Legislature and other members of 
county government want to have unfet-
tered access [to] the personnel records of 
the members of the Putnam County Sher-
iff’s Department.”

Nacerino denied the claim, stating that 
no legislator arbitrarily requested unfet-
tered access to personnel records. Leg-
islator Paul Jonke concurred, saying he 
can’t remember any incident of a legislator 
requesting records beyond disciplinary 
records.

County Legislators Demand 
Greater Transparency from Sheriff
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By Martin Wilbur

New York has the lowest transmission rate 
of COVID-19 of any state in the nation even 
though it has been gradually reopening areas 
of the state for a full month.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo said that the statewide 
transmission rate has been about 1 percent the 
past several days out of an average of about 
50,000 tests administered daily.

But Cuomo warned residents during his 
Monday briefing not to become lax, urging 
them to continue to wear masks in public and 
practice social distancing.

“People should follow the guidelines 
because the guidelines have been working,” 
Cuomo said. “They have been working. 
We have months of data now that says the 
guidelines make sense. Keep following them 
because they are working.”

Through Sunday, the state is down to 1,608 
COVID-19 hospitalizations, the lowest total 
since Mar. 19. There were 23 virus-related 
deaths on Saturday and 25 on Sunday.

For about a week, the state has a new 
dashboard feature that tracks the infection rate 
in each of its 10 regions and in each county. 
During the past week, each region has had 
steady or slightly declining numbers, with 
fractional variations from day to day. At its 
highest point, the Mid-Hudson region, which 
includes Westchester and Putnam counties, 
had a 1.3 percent infection. By Sunday it had 
dipped to 1 percent. 

On Sunday, Westchester was on par with the 
region at 1 percent while Putnam was at 1.4 
percent. Ulster County’s infection rate was so 
low it registered at 0 percent while Rockland 
and Sullivan counties were at 2.3 and 2.6 
percent, respectively.

New York City, which entered a Phase 1 
reopening on June 8, has gone from a high 
of 1.7 percent to 1.3 percent. The highest 
infection rate among the state’s regions was 
Western New York, which includes Buffalo, at 
1.4 percent.

Several upstate regions began reopening 
on May 15. The Hudson Valley and Long 
Island entered Phase 1 on May 26 and 27, 
respectively, and are now halfway through 
Phase 2.

“Since reopening, the virus spread has 
continued to go down,” Cuomo said. “That, 
my friends, is an extraordinary exception 
when you look at all the other states around 
the country where they did the reopening, 
they didn’t do it smartly and you saw the virus 
(spread) go up.”

Cuomo pointed to rising infection rates in 22 
states across the country, predominantly in the 
South and West.

Despite the good news, the governor said 
he was disturbed by a surge in complaints 
about individuals and businesses – about 
25,000 complaints poured in late last week and 
into the weekend – with many of those from 
Manhattan and the Hamptons.

Cuomo urged local government to enforce 
the restrictions, otherwise New York will 
face the same plight nearly half the country is 
experiencing. 

“If the local governments don’t enforce 
compliance, they’re not doing anyone a favor 
because if they don’t enforce compliance, you 
will see the numbers start to go up, and if the 
numbers start to go up, you’re going to have 
to see that area take a step back,” Cuomo said.

In Westchester, there was just one COVID-

19-related death over 
the weekend, said 
County Executive 
George Latimer. Active 
cases have fallen to 775.

Meanwhile, in Putnam 
County there were nine active 
cases late last week. Deaths have remained 
unchanged at 62 since early last week.

Recreation Slowly Reopens
Putnam County Health Commissioner Dr. 

Michael J. Nesheiwat said that pool operators 
are submitting individual plans on how they will 
adhere to social distancing and mask-wearing 
practices along with outlining the cleaning and 
disinfection of high-touch surfaces.

While face masks shouldn’t be worn in the 
water, the six-foot separation will be enforced, 
he said. When out of the water at pols and 

beaches, masks must be 
worn and social distancing 
maintained.

“As long as we can 
assure these efforts, we 
can continue to improve 

our metrics and proceed to the next phase of 
reopening,” Nesheiwat said. “We must also 
remember however that for those who don’t 
swim well, a pool or a beach can pose a serious 
risk. No one should swim alone or without 
supervision.”

In Westchester, the county-operated Saxon 
Woods Pool in White Plains and the Sprain 
Ridge Pool in Yonkers are still on track to open 
next Friday, June 26 while the Willson’s Woods 
Pool in Mount Vernon and the Tibbetts Brook 
Pool in Yonkers are scheduled to begin their 
seasons on Friday, July 3.

County day camps in Westchester with 
decreased capacity will open July 6. However, 
the remainder of the summer’s cultural 
festivals at Kensico Dam Plaza have been 
canceled.

At the state level, Cuomo announced Sunday 
that “low-risk” youth sports may resume on 
July 6 provided the region is at least in Phase 
3. The permissible sports are baseball, softball, 
gymnastics, field hockey, cross country and
crew.

On Monday, Cuomo said that for regions in 
Phase 3 maximum gatherings will be increased 
from 10 to 25 people.

Five upstate regions have been in Phase 3 
since last week with Western New York and 
the Capital District set to join them as well.

State Has Lowest Infection Rate in Nation But Cuomo Urges Vigilance

CORONAVIRUS 
UPDATE

ON SALE IN STORE!DOZENS OF OTHER ITEMS

Now you can take us with you wherever 
you go! Download our Mobile App!

''The wines you want before you know you want them."

THANKSGIVING WINE TASTING 
Saturday, NOVEMBER 17 • 12:00 - 5:00 pm 

Do your shopping early for the Holidays as we will be sampling a bunch of delicious wines 
that will pair well with all the trirnrnings on your Thanksgiving table! 

WEEKLY SPECIALS November 6 • 12 
Santa Luz Sauvignon Blanc ..................................... $6.97 
Colonia Las Liebres ................................................. $7 .97 
Bogle Merlot............................................................ $7.97 
Santa Julia Organic Tempranillo ............................... $7 .97 
Man Family Sauvignon Blanc ................................... $7.97 
19 Crimes Red ........................................................ $7.97 
Pots De Vins Rouge ................................................. $8.97 
Sand Point Pinot Noir .............................................. $8.97 
The Great American Red .......................................... $8.97 
Steinig Gruner Veltliner ............................................ $8.97 
Veramonte Cabernet ................................................ $8.97 
Murphy-Goode Red .................................................. $9.97 
Relax Riesling .......................................................... $9.97 
Jelu Pinot Noir ....................................................... $10.97
Ch. Lamothe De Haux White .................................. $11.97 
Tenuta La Favola Nero ............................................ $11.97 
Falchini Vernaccia .................................................. $11.97 
Thouars Les Georges Chinon .................................. $11.97 
Ch. De Valmar ....................................................... $11.97 
Guigal Cotes Du Rhone .......................................... $11.97 
Zenato Valpolicella ................................................ $11.97 
Durigutti Cabernet ................................................. $11.97 
Cecchin Chardonnay .............................................. $12.97 
Millbrook Tocai Friulano ......................................... $12.97 
North Fork Project Merlot ...................................... $12.97 
Coppola Claret ...................................................... $13.97 
Vistalago Red Blend .............................................. $13.97 
Louis Martini Sonoma Cabernet .. .......................... $13.97 
Skouras Saint George ............................................ $13.97 
Gut Hermannsberg Riesling Trocken ....................... $14.97 
La Crema Monterey Chardonnay ............................ $15.97
L'echellette Bourgogne Rouge ............................... $15.97 
Rogue Vine ltata Blanco ........................................ $15.97 
Force Celeste Chenin Blanc ................................... $16.97 
Rolet Arbois Chardonnay ....................................... $19.97 
Ravines Pinot Noir ................................................. $19.97 

SPIRITS ON SALE 
Fleischmann's Vodka 1.75L ........................... $12.97 
Clan MacGregor Scotch 1.75L... .................... $19.97 
Arette Blanco Tequila 1L ............................... $20.97 
Sailor Jerry Spiced Rum 1L ........................... $24.97 
Hendrick's Gin 750ml .................................... $31.97 
Bulleit Bourbon 750ml .................................. $33.97 

DOZENS OF OTHER ITEMS 
ON SALE IN STORE! 

FREE 
DELIVERY! 
Did you know that you can have 

Northern Westchester's best 
selection of wines and spirits 

delivered right to your 
door •••for free? 

Give us a call or check out our 
website for details. 

Apothic Freefall 
Red Sangria 

$9.97 $13.97 
Santa Margherita Oyster Bay 

Pinot Grigio Sauvignon Blanc 
$23.97 $11.97
Grey Goose Ninety Plus 

Vodka Sauvlgnon Blanc 
1.75L $49.97 $9.97 

Donlnl McManis 
Plnot Grlglo Cabernet 

1.5L $9.97 $8.97 
Frenzy Ketel One 

Sauvignon Blanc Vodka 
$9.97 1.75L S39.97 

Hanging Vine Santi 
Cabernet Plnot Grlglo 
S9.97 S9.97 

Alma De Los Andes Dewar's 
Malbec Scotch 

WINES ON SALE THRU NOVEMBER! 
Smoking Loon Chardonnay ................................... $7.97 
Bogle Sauvignon Blanc ......................................... $7.97 
Tratturi Primitivo ................................................... $7.97 
C'est La Vie Rouge ............................................... $8.97 
Elsa Bianchi Torrontes .......................................... $8.97 
Root 1 Carmenere ................................................ $8.97 
Nederburg Cabernet ............................................. $8.97 
Hilanda Monastrell ............................................... $9.97 
Furst Dry Riesling 1L ............................................ $9.97 
Underwood Pinot Noir ........................................ $10.97
Hahn Merlot ...................................................... $10.97
Artner Zweigelt .................................................. $11. 9 7 
Ch. De Brague Bordeaux Red ............................ $11.97 
Vrac Cotes Du Rhone Rouge .............................. $11.97 
Dom Rottiers Beaujolais Villages ....................... $11.97 
Murgo Etna Bianco ............................................ $11.97 
Perrini Negroamaro ............................................ $11.97 
Farnatella Chianti .............................................. $11.97 
Argiolas Costamolino ......................................... $11.97 
Occam's Razor Columbia Red ............................ $11.97 
Marietta Old Lot Vat 67 Red .............................. $11.97 
Quinta De Alorna Cabernet.. .............................. $11.97 
La Cana Albarino ............................................... $12.97 
Triennes Viognier ............................................... $12.97 
Coume Du Roy Le Desir ..................................... $12.97 
James Petit Bourgueil ........................................ $13.97 
Felino Cabernet ................................................. $14.97 
Empire State Dry Riesling .................................. $15.97 
Clos Bellane Cotes Du Rhone Blanc .................. $15.97 
Bodegas Lan Rioja Reserve ............................... $15.97 
Cecchin Malbec Roble ....................................... $15.97 
Numanthia Termes ............................................. $16.97 
Meiomi Pinot Noir .............................................. $18.97 
Dom Chalet Pouilly Fuisse ................................. $19.97 
Gerard Millet Sancerre ....................................... $19.97 
Southern Right Pinotage .................................... $23.97 

MAGNUMS ON SALE 
Carta Vieja Sauvignon Blanc ........................ $7.97 
Estrella Chardonnay ...................................... $7.97 
Trapiche Malbec ........................................... $9.97 
Rapa Nui Sauvignon Blanc ........................... $9.97 
Cadonini Pinot Noir ...................................... $9.97 
Sutter Home White Zinfandel ........................ $9.97 
Beringer Pink Moscato ................................ $10.97 
Forest Glen Cabernet.. ................................ $10.97 
BV Red Blend............................................. $10.97 $14.97 1.75L $34.97 Johnnie Walker Black 1L ............................... $51.97 Agustinos Merlot ........................................ $11.97 

� 
WESTCHESTER'S FINE WINE & SPIRITS DESTINATION All prices 

u•• � CHECK US OUT AT: www.suburbanwines.com !!:!:'.: 
uson r""-- MONDAY-SATURDAY 9am - 9pm • SUNDAY 12pm - 5pm • SALE STARTS NOVEMBER 6 through NOVEMBER 12 ot�:=se 

ROUTE 118 • YORKTOWN GREEN SHOPPING CENTER· YORKTOWN HEIGHTS, NY· 914-962-3100 
WE ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS • WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES • SALE PRICES ARE FOR STORE STOCK ONLY! 

MONDAY-SATURDAY 9am - 7pm • Sunday 12pm - 5 pm • June 16th through June 22nd
 379 Downing Drive • Yorktown Heights, NY • 914-962-3100

Josh
Cabernet
$11.97

Cavit 
Pinot Grigio

$11.97
Blackstone 

Merlot
$7.97

Meiomi 
Pinot Noir
$17.97

 19 
Crimes Red

$7.97
 Santa Margherita  

Pinot Grigio
$21.97

Stolichnaya 
Vodka

$29.97
Kim Crawford 

Sauvignon Blanc
$12.97

Barefoot Chard,
Cab& Pinot Grigio

$9.97
Smirnoff 

Vodka
$18.971.5L

1.5L

Grey Goose 
Vodka

$39.97
Clos Du Bois 
Chardonnay

$9.97 1.5L 1.5L

Kendall Jackson 
Chardonnay  

$11.97
LaMarca 
Presecco
$15.97
Bombay 

Sapphire Gin
$38.97

Mondavi Bourbon 
Barrel Cabernet

$11.97
 Yellow Tail 

Pinot Grigio 
$9.97

 Ruffi no 
Chianti 
$9.97

1.75L

1.75L

1.75 L

1.5L

Hendricks 
Gin 

$29.97

Woodbridge Cab 
or Chardonnay

$9.97

1.75L

Jack 
Daniels
$47.971.75L

Ketel One 
Vodka

$37.971.75L

Tito’s 
Vodka 

$31.971.75L

Dewars 
Scotch
$32.971.75L

W I N E S  &  S P I R I T S

Call us at 914-962-3100 or visit our website 
WWW.SUBURBANWINES.COM for more information.

EXPRESS CURBSIDE PICK-UP& FREE LOCAL DELIVERY 

STORE 
UPDATE
STORE 

We have adjusted our business hours for the time being in order to better 
serve the public and keep everyone safe. Monday -Saturday 9am-7pm, 

Sunday 12pm - 5 pm. While we continue to be open, please continue 
to take advantage of our two most important services:



June 16 - June 22, 2020 Examiner Media4

VEUVE 
CLICQUOT 

CHAMPAGNE 
750 ML

JOHNNIE 
WALKER RED

1.75 L

DEWAR’S 
SCOTCH 

1.75 L

ABSOLUT 
VODKA
1.75 L

SMIRNOFF 
VODKA
1.75 L

SVEDKA 
VODKA
1.75 L

JAMESON 
IRISH WHISKEY

1.75 L
$4299$2999 $2099 $1999$3399$3299 $5199

MOET & 
CHANDON  

CHAMPAGNE
750 ML

7% OFF
ANY  SINGLE

BOTTLE
SPIRIT PURCHASE
Not valid on sale items.
May not be combined 

with other offers.
with coupon only. 
Expires 6/30/20
LOCAL 

DELIVERY!
CALL FOR 
DETAILS

EVERYDAY 
SPECIALS ALL TYPES

BLACK BOX 3L
$19.99

WOODBRIDGE 1.5L
$11.99

YELLOWTAIL 1.5L
$11.99

BAREFOOT 1.5L
$11.99

LINDEMAN’S 1.5L
$9.99

MEZZA 
CORONA

PINOT GRIGIO
1.5 L

$1199

BOMBAY 
SAPPHIRE GIN 1.75L
OR TANQUERAY GIN

1.75L
$3999

CASAMIGOS  
BLANCO 
TEQUILA

750 ML
$4199

CAVIT 
PINOT 
GRIGIO

1.5L
$1299

JIM BEAM 
BOURBON 

1.75 L
$2999

MIONETTO 
PROSECCO

750 ML
$1199

JOHNNIE WALKER 
BLUE LABEL
750 ML

$17999
DON JULIO 
TEQUILA 1942
750 ML

$13999

JOEL GOTT 
CAB

J. LOHR 
CAB.

BOGLE 
MERLOT 

BOGLE 
CHARDONNAY 

SIMI 
CABERNET

$1599 $1599 $799 $899 $1899

STAGS LEAP 
ARTEMAS 
CABERNET

RUFFINO 
CHIANTI 

TAN

KIM 
CRAWFORD 

SAUV. BLANC

KENDALL 
JACKSON 

CHARDONNAY

MEIOMI 
PINOT 
NOIR

$5999 $2099 $1399 $1299 $1899

CAYMUS 
NAPA 
CAB 

WOLFFER 
ESTATE 
ROSÉ

 E. GUIGAL 
COTES 

DU RHONE

SEBASTIANI 
CABERNET $8999 $1599 $1299 $1499

20% OFF
A CASE OF WINE

MIX & MATCH. 
SALE ITEMS EXCLUDED

750 ML

$3899

MAKER’S 
MARK BOURBON

1.75 L
$4999

JACK DANIEL’S 
BOURBON

1.75 L
$4799

BASIL HAYDEN’S 
BOURBON  

750 ML
$3999

JOHNNIE 
WALKER BLACK

1.75 L
$6999

JOHNNIE WALKER 
GREEN LABEL

15 YR OLD 750 ML
$4999

 GREY 
GOOSE VODKA

1.75 L
$4499

 BELVEDERE 
VODKA

1.75 L
$4699

 KETEL ONE 
VODKA

1.75 L
$3999

Celebrate with Dad!

Prices good through 
June 30, 2020 • Must 

present ad for sale 
prices

To  All Our Neighbors 
and Customers:

During these challenging times we 
remain dedicated to serving our 

community and take every precaution 
to keep you safe while shopping.

In addition, we offer curbside pickup 
and local delivery 

for your convenience and safety.

★ ★

Shoprite/CVS Center • 1004 Broadway Thornwood • 914-747-8071
TThornwood Wines & Spirits Store Hrs: 

Mon-Sat 9:30 AM - 9:00 PM
Sun 12-5:00 PM

 KETEL ONE 

Store Hrs: 
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By Martin Wilbur

The state legislature has passed a 
package of 10 police reforms bills but some 
of the measures have drawn the ire of 
representatives of a few major New York law 
enforcement organizations.

Last Friday, Gov. Andrew Cuomo signed 
legislation that repealed the controversial rule 
50-a that shielded police officers’ disciplinary 
records from public view, banned chokeholds, 
empowers the state Attorney General’s office 
to investigate and prosecute officer-involved 
shootings and makes false race-based 911 
calls a crime.

Other reforms include anyone who is not 
being arrested has the right to record and 
retain video of police activity and requiring 
state police to wear body cameras.

Cuomo said the long list of people of color, 
overwhelmingly black men, who have died 
at the hands of police over the past 40 to 50 
years demands change, Cuomo said.

“Moving forward, there’s still more to do 
and we’re going to do it in the state of New 
York,” he said. “The truth is this: police 
reform is long overdue and Mr. Floyd’s 
murder is just the most recent reminder. It’s 
about being here before, many, many times 
before.”

Senate Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-
Cousins said the measures are not about 
branding police officers, but helping them to 
do their jobs more effective. She recounted a 
story of her brother, a Marine who served in 
Vietnam, who then worked as a transit officer 

for six years. He left law enforcement not 
because of his colleagues who did their jobs 
professionally, but because of a biased system 
that arrested as many black men as possible.

“We know this is the beginning but it’s 
more to bring justice to a system that has long 
been unjust,” Stewart-Cousins said.

Cuomo subsequently announced the launch 
of the state Police Reform and Reinvention 
Collaborative, where every governmental 
body in New York that oversees a police 
department must review their department 
with community stakeholders and 
representatives of law enforcement. 

Issues that must be addressed include 
use of force policies; crowd management; 
community policing; de-escalation training; 
restorative justice practices; implicit bias; 
community-based outreach; and a transparent 
citizen complaint disposition procedure.

Local governments must approve and 
submit their plan to the state by next Apr. 1 
or lose state funding, Cuomo said.

However, last week, the day before 
Cuomo signed the legislation, the presidents 
of the state Sheriffs’ Association and the 
state Association of Chief of Police fired off 
a strongly-worded joint letter to Cuomo, 
accusing the governor of “fanning the flames 
of division.” 

“We call upon you to stop exploiting anti-
police hysteria and unwarranted political 
rhetoric to ram through legislation that is ill 
conceived, hastily crafted, and anti-police,” 
stated the correspondence from Sheriff 
Jeffrey Murray and Chief Patrick Phelan. 

“We call upon you to involve all stakeholders 
in this process, and we call upon you to do 
what’s right.”

The strongest pushback from law 
enforcement has involved the repeal of 50-a, 
which was approved along party lines. Most 
of the remaining pieces of legislation received 
strong bipartisan support.

Meanwhile, Chris McNerney, president 
of the Westchester County Chief of Police 
Association, last week criticized the state 
legislature for quickly moving ahead with 
these bills and failing to discuss the matter 
with police representatives was poor.

Law enforcement officials want to be 
involved in the discussion even if there is 
disagreement, said North Castle Police Chief 
Peter Simonsen.

“That’s all that we would be interested in 
is being part of the process. All of us in law 
enforcement have a vested interest and a 
desire toward excellence,” Simonsen said. “If 
there are things that need to change or should 

change, whether legislatively or procedurally, 
training, etc., we’re on board with it.”

Simonsen, who on June 3 sent out a town-
wide email to residents decrying the killing 
of George Floyd, said the department is one 
of 158 police departments out of more than 
500 departments in New York that has been 
accredited by the state. Police departments 
that reach that level are subject to rigorous 
training and standards, he said, and all law 
enforcement agencies should strive for 
accreditation.

Westchester County District Attorney 
Anthony Scarpino applauded the reforms that 
have been approved, saying the legislature 
“has shown true strength in the swift passage 
of multiple bills aimed at reforming policing 
and other matters in the criminal justice 
system.”

He also called on lawmakers to make it 
easier for municipalities to weed out and 
dismiss bad police officers.

Police Reform Bills Swiftly Approved; Police Organizations Criticize Process

• Sand • Stonedust 
• Sweet Peet
• Item #4 
• Flagstone 
• Fieldstone

BEDFORD GRAVEL & LANDSCAPE 
SUPPLY

Norm Ave. , Mt. Kisco (next to Kohl’s)
www.bedfordgravel.com •  914-241-3851

• Gravel • Mulches 
• Topsoil • Unilock Pavers

• Belgian Block 
• Cobblestones
• Wallstone • Fire Pits
• Stepping Stones 
• Soil/Fill

Since 1949

Roofing - Siding - Windows - Doors

Proudly Celebrating 
40 Years in Business!

During these past several 
months our phones have 
been ringing and we’ve 
been here to Help.
You’ve had lots of time to 
notice all the improvements 
your home needs.
Now is the perfect time 
to renew your home, your 
sanctuary, with the area’s 
Most Trusted contractor.
Don’t take our word for it,
just ask your neighbor!

call 914-271-4572
www.Franzoso.com

Thank You!!!
Specials No Payments/12 Months 

Ask About our 
Friends & Family 

Discounts

205 Spring Hill Road, Trumbull, CT 06611 • 203.261.2548
www.trumbullprinting.com

Newspapers • Publications • Shoppers • Catalogs • Magazines
Directories • Coupon Books • College Course Catalogs

Business and Financial Periodicals
Free Standing Inserts • Advertising Supplements

The SPCA in Briarcliff Manor shut its North 
State Road site Sunday for a yearlong 
renovation project. Its temporary home is at 
1966 Crompond Rd. in Cortlandt. All animals 
have been placed in foster homes. Plans 
call for every building on the premises to be 
leveled and replaced with state-of-the-art 
facilities.

One Paw Back, 
Two Paws Forward

DAVID ROCCO PHOTO
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By Martin Wilbur

Gov. Andrew Cuomo issued an executive 
order last Wednesday that allows a second 
school budget vote for any district’s spending 
plan that is rejected by the public this week.

The order came six days before the June 
16 deadline for voters to have their ballots 

mailed and received by district clerks. The 
deadline to hand-deliver ballots passed on 
June 9.

No date was set for a re-vote but it will 
occur sometime from July 9 to July 31, 
according to a joint release sent by most 
of Westchester’s delegation to the state 
legislature. A future order from the governor 

will determine the process, procedures and 
the precise date for a second vote.

The same order also continued the 
statewide state of emergency through July 9. 

A large contingent of local state legislators 
and school officials applauded the decision 
on Wednesday.

“The extra time will allow voters to re-
examine budget priorities and, hopefully, 
provide students with the support and 
resources they deserve,” said state Sen. 
Peter Harckham (D-Lewisboro).

“The second vote is part of the annual 
school district budget vote process, and 

today’s action will allow for that process 
to proceed as designed, even in these 
extraordinary times,” Pleasantville 
Superintendent of Schools Mary Fox-
Alter said in a statement. “It will afford all 
communities the opportunity to reflect and 
discuss the impacts of the draconian cuts 
and restrictions placed upon a public school 
district should a district adopt a contingency 
budget.”

The re-vote must occur before the end of 
July because school districts send their tax 
levy to municipalities by early August.

Support Connection Announces New 
Look for Annual Support-A-Walk 

State Police Search for Two 
Men for Hate Crime in Putnam

Support Connection announces that its 
Annual Support-A-Walk, scheduled this 
year for Sunday, Oct. 4., will take on a new 
look, with a new tagline: “Walk With Us, 
Wherever You Are.”

In lieu of gathering by the thousands 
at FDR State Park in Yorktown Heights, 
Support Connection invites people to walk 
wherever they are, near and far.

The event is Support Connection’s most 
important annual fundraiser. Proceeds 
provide funding for their year-round breast 
and ovarian cancer support services, which 
have helped thousands of people since the 
organization was founded in 1996.

The Support-A-Walk was created by 

local residents to bring attention to the 
needs of people affected by breast and 
ovarian cancer. Thousands of people 
participate each year in the uplifting 
event. Participants of all ages walk – often 
in honor of loved ones – in a celebration 
of life and a tribute to those who are 
affected by breast and ovarian cancer. 
Families, friends, co-workers and teams of 
walkers walk together. Individuals are also 
welcome to participate.

To learn more, visit supportconnection.
org/support-a-walk-overview or contact 
Support Connection at 914-962-6402 or 
walk@supportconnection.org.

Cuomo Authorizes Second School Budget Vote for July

State police are investigating a hate 
crime in which two white males stopped 
to yell racial slurs at a Hispanic woman 
who had stopped last Monday on I-84 in 
Brewster.

The woman had pulled her vehicle on 
the westbound shoulder of the highway 
near the Route 312 exit and was 
sleeping, police said. At about 5:30 a.m., 
two men who had been operating an 
older model, two-tone black and silver 
Chevrolet pickup truck, stopped their 
vehicle got out and allegedly screamed 
racist language.

As the woman attempted to drive 
away, her vehicle was struck by the 
suspects’ truck. No information was 

gathered about the license plate number. 
The woman did not suffer injuries and 
the truck fled westbound on I-84. 

One man was described as possibly 
in his mid-forties with a husky build, 
copper-colored beard, blonde hair, thick-
rimmed dark glasses, a green button-up 
shirt and baggy blue jeans. 

The second man, possibly in his mid-
twenties, had a skinny build, wore a 
green tank top and had an “Ang” tattoo 
on his left wrist. 

Anyone with information regarding 
the possible identity or location of 
the suspects is asked to contact state 
police in Brewster at 845-677-7300 and 
reference Case Number 9634509.

Fuel Oil •Gasoline • HVAC • Service • Propane •Diesel
We Make Warm and Now “Cool” Friends Too! 

www.SclafaniEnergy.com • 1 (845) 628-1330

Summer Deals!
A/C Start Up 

Special 
$99

Propane for Pool 
Heaters  $1.999

Heating Oil, Propane, Gas, Diesel, Air Conditioning, Full Service, 24 HR emergency 
Heating Assistance! Installs, repairs and upgrades! 

Over 30 years, licensed, insured and bonded! We are #1 because our 
customers come fi rst! Senior Discounts!

Budget accounts, Automatic or call us for next day delivery at C.O.D.pricing! 
Place an Order online www.SclafaniEnergy.com

Serving Northern Westchester, Southern Dutchess & Putnam Counties! 

TO OUR VALUED CUSTOMERS: 
Sclafani Energy is dedicated to serving our community during these 
challenging times. All of our personnel wear face masks and practice 

proper procedures when making deliveries and service calls to keep you 
and your family safe.

NOW - AUGUST

A/C Start Up 
GAL.

Limited Time Offer!
Heating System 

Cleaning $149

Extend Your 
Summer 
Swimming!
Call us for a 
FREE  ESTIMATE
for a pool heater 

REAL
CBD
SIMPLIFIED

All Natural * Organic * Highest Quality * Verified Lab Results

www.cbdresellers.com
1-877-CBDR-WEB

ALL THE TOP BRANDS
Edibles * Smokables * Oils * Topicals * Devices

Balms & Salves * Beauty & Bath * Pain & Health
Full-Spectrum * CBD/CBG * THC-Free * Free U.S. Shipping

Shop with confidence with our
30-Day, No-Hassle return policy

Shop on-line. Use Discount Code: mmm15

ALWAYS THE BEST PRICE

CBDResellers AD EXAM 2020:Patterson St. Pats 6/5/20  3:36 PM  Page 1
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By Martin Wilbur

Changes in voting locations, inconsistent 
communication, unreliable mail service to 
deliver absentee ballots and applications 
along with mistakes by the Westchester 
Board of Elections has sparked concern 
about voting for this year’s primary 
elections.

To limit crowds at in-person polling sites 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, New York 
State had announced in April that every 
citizen eligible to vote in the June 23 
primaries would receive an absentee ballot 
application. 

Voters needed to have had their absentee 
ballot applications received by their 
county’s Board of Elections by June 16. The 
ballots originally needed to be returned by 
the close of business on June 23, but less 
than two weeks ago Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
announced that as long as the absentee 
ballots were postmarked by next Tuesday 
and received by the Board of Elections by 
June 30, the vote would count.

A notice was set to be issued Monday by 
the League of Women Voters of Westchester 
informing the public of the various changes 
and voting options, said the organization’s 
president Kathy Meany.

“For those that are still concerned that 
they have not received their absentee 
ballots or concerned about mail service or 
anything along that line, you can still go to 
a polling location and vote, but you have to 
go to your assigned location for early voting 

and also (June 23), either one,” Meany said.
However, last Thursday when voters 

started receiving their polling place 
information cards, there were several early 
voting polling locations and street addresses 
for those sites that were mismatched 
throughout Westchester, Meany said. The 
Board of Elections confused Mount Kisco, 
Mount Pleasant and Mount Vernon, she 
said. 

For example, New Castle, Mount Kisco 
and Bedford residents were assigned to 
vote at the Mount Kisco Memorial Pool 
Complex at Leonard Park for early voting, 
but the street address showed 125 Lozza 
Drive in Valhalla, the location of Mount 
Pleasant Community Center. The Valhalla 
site is only for Mount Pleasant and North 
Castle early voters. 

A few Mount Pleasant voters reported 
receiving cards with the street address of 1 
Roosevelt Square in Mount Vernon.

Likewise, Mount Vernon voters were 
provided with the Mount Kisco street 
address.

Reginald Lafayette, the Democratic 
commissioner for the Westchester County 
Board of Elections said that the printer 
retained to create the cards and mail them 
to voters made the mistake. New cards 
were to be mailed out the next day, he said.

Adding to the confusion, is that for many 
Westchester residents their early voting 
site is not their assigned voting location if 
they choose to wait until June 23, Meany 
said. She urged the public to vote early if 

they can, and if they must wait until next 
Tuesday to contact the Board of Elections.

“We’re getting that word out that 
registered voters, if you want to vote 
early – and we are highly encouraging it 
at this point – follow the directions to the 
building,” Meany said.

Ballots can also be hand delivered 
through next Tuesday, she said.

However, complaints have persisted. 
On Monday, Allison Fine, one of the 
Democratic candidates running in the 17th 
Congressional District primary, held a press 
conference outside the Board of Elections 
in White Plains Monday to highlight the 
problems.

She said in addition to the mismatched 
addresses other issues included a failure 
to include voting times for the Westchester 
early voting, some June 23 polling locations 
had yet to be finalized and there has been 
a lack of transparency regarding how many 
absentee ballots have been mailed out and 
received. 

“I am outraged by the lack of transparency 
and egregious errors the board has 
committed in preparation for the June 23 
primary election,” Fine said. “The heart 
of our democracy is both the right and 
opportunity to vote, and that is being put at 
risk by the Board of Elections.”

Primary Voting Beset By Confusion, Mistakes in Westchester

A New Castle resident’s polling place location card containing the wrong address for early voting. 
Thousands of cards were mailed out to residents with errors last week.

 

 

 

 Catch The Excitement! 

Call us today because YOU deserve the best! 

Swing into the Summer 
Home Selling Market 

 

with The Vision Team Realtors of 
Coldwell Banker! 

 To get you the best price, we will make your 
home picture perfect with our complimentary            
professional home staging consultation 
and photography when you sell with us. 

 
 

 Your home will get the most internet          
exposures, with advertising on over 900 real    
estate websites. 

 
 

 You will be working with Donna and Hans,        
real estate professionals for over 25 years, 
who live and work in your community. 
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contact us today for a  
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healthyuwellness.net
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continued on page 8
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By Martin Wilbur

The New York State Thruway Authority 
opened the highly-anticipated Mario M. 
Cuomo Bridge bicycle and pedestrian path 
on Monday that links Tarrytown with South 
Nyack and offers stunning views of the 
Hudson River.

The 3.6-mile path located on the northern 
side of the westbound lanes of the span 
offers six scenic overlooks for the public to 
stop and admire the sights.

“You can come across the Hudson River, 
which is spectacular in and of itself,” said Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo, who was in Westchester on 
Monday for the dedication. “From the bridge 
you look south you can see New York City; 
you look north it’s one of the most beautiful 
river valleys on the globe.”

There is a walking lane and a bike lane on 
the 12-foot-wide path, and there is visitor 
parking at both ends.

One of the happiest people to see the 
project come to fruition is Greenburgh 
Supervisor Paul Feiner. A longtime cycling 
enthusiast, he said the path is a dream come 
true and “probably the most important 
recreation enhancement in the region in 
decades.”

Feiner had advocated for a path connecting 
both sides of the river, however, it wasn’t 
feasible with the old Tappan Zee Bridge. He 
believes that it could be an economic boom 
for his town with many more people passing 
through in addition to providing exercise and 
outstanding views of the river.

“The Thruway Authority did agree 
to close the (old) bridge once a year for 
an annual Muscular Dystrophy charity 
bikeathon, which was very popular,” Feiner 
said. “I remember bicycling over the bridge 
a few times. A thrilling experience. Fantastic 
views. Great exercise.”

He plans to continue to work with the 
state to make Route 119 safer for cyclists. 
Feiner said if a Route 119 bike path or lane 
could be established from the South County 
and North County trail to the bridge it would 
help cyclists to bike from the Bronx or 

Putnam County to the bridge.  
The path that ends on the Rockland side of 

the bridge spills out into the visitors parking 
lot, the Esposito Trail, local sidewalks and 
State Bicycle Route 9.

Cuomo said the bridge and the path 
speaks to achievement, since there were 
many naysayers over the years who said a 
new bridge couldn’t be built.

“Can we do this? Can we rise to the 
challenge? Are we capable of it? Can we 
do these big things?” asked Cuomo. “The 
bridge says yes we can.”

The two-year-old Mario M. Cuomo Bridge can now be crossed by bike or on foot with the unveiling of 
a new path on the north side of the westbound lanes.

New Cuomo Bridge Bike and Pedestrian Path Opens to Public Primary Voting 
Beset By Confusion, 
Mistakes in 
Westchester
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Judy Sage, a Mount Kisco Democratic 
district leader, said she was fed up with 
the problems and the possibility for 
disenfranchisement. It’s of particular 
concern because many older voters often 
vote in person by habit or preference and 
may have a difficult time getting to the 
one polling location. Mount Kisco’s one in-
person site on June 23 is also Leonard Park.

Sage said she is also worried that the 
village’s large Latino population may be 
confused.

“In Mount Kisco this incident was more 
the straw that broke the camel’s back with 
respect to voting access and rights,” Sage 
said.

Early voting hours in Westchester are 12 
to 8 p.m. on Tuesday, June 16 and Thursday, 
June 18; 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Wednesday, 
June 17 and Friday, June 19; 12 to 5 p.m. on 
Saturday, June 20 and Sunday June 21.

All early voters in Putnam County will go 
to the Board of Elections located at 25 Old 
Route 6 in Carmel. Early voting hours there 
are 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Tuesday and Thursday; 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Wednesday and Friday and 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday.

For more information, contact the Board 
of Elections in Westchester at 914-995-
5700 or visit https://citizenparticipation.
westchestergov.com/

continued from page 7
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By Martin Wilbur

The New Castle Town Board announced 
last Tuesday it is establishing a task 
force to combat racism a week after the 
re-emergence of a racist video created 
by several Horace Greely High School 
students shook the community.

Official announcement of the pending 
formation of the Council on Racial Equity 
came the night after a difficult Chappaqua 
Board of Education meeting where school 
officials listened to impassioned pleas 
from community members and former and 
current students about a history of racist 
comments that have gone undisciplined. 

Town Supervisor Ivy Pool had also 
mentioned the need for the task force, which 
will be led by people of color, the previous 
week in light of the national protests 
following the killing of George Floyd and 

other recent events across the country. She 
said that in light of the revelations of the 
video in the local community, the need has 
become even more urgent.

“We are heartbroken and angry, and I 
as town supervisor am furious,” Pool said. 
“Our community has failed to uplift and 
protect our black and POC neighbors. We 
failed, and my commitment as your town 
supervisor is to act.”

The council will be comprised of a wide 
cross-section of town volunteers and led 
by members who are people of color, she 
said. Once formed, it will schedule listening 
sessions with the community to gather 
information and ideas to be incorporated 
into an action plan. The Town Board expects 
the plan to be submitted within three to 
four months.

While it was unclear how many task force 
members there would be along with other 

minor details, Pool said the town needed to 
move swiftly.

“What action can we take as a town and 
as a community that will really make a 
difference,” Pool said.

Town Board members enthusiastically 
supported the move. Councilwoman Lauren 
Levin said racist incidents in the community 
aren’t just confined to the school district. 
Born in the Philippines, Levin said there 
have been times when customers cut in 
front of her in line at a local dry cleaner, 
saying they thought she worked there.

“It’s mind-boggling that still happens 
today and to hear these kids, the kids in our 
community, it’s just heartbreaking,” said 
Levin while fighting back tears. “I really 
hope that all of us just accept this energy in 
this time because we can, we can all work 
together and make a difference and work 
toward something positive.”

Community leaders and those whose 
backgrounds haven’t made them targets of 
racism need to listen, internalize and act, 
said Councilman Jason Lichtenthal.

“(We need to) listen to what’s being 
said, to listen to the pain that is felt by 
marginalized groups at this juncture, 
especially the pain that’s felt by people of 

color,” he said.
Deputy Supervisor Jeremy Saland said 

the entire town must commit, whether at 
home, in government, in the schools and 
in their daily lives, to address “this history 
of racism and the culture of power and 
elitism.” Everyone must also confront the 
problem and demand change, he said.

“We have to embrace it, we have to 
accept it, we have to deal with the big ugly, 
and until we do that we can’t hide from it, 
we can’t be ignorant, whether purposeful 
or intentional or not, and until we do that 
we’re not going to be able to make any type 
of change,” Saland said.

Councilwoman Lisa Katz said she was 
heartbroken by the comments from current 
and former students during last Monday’s 
school board meeting and by the lack of 
progress.

“To me it really showed how far as a 
community and really as a society we 
need to go and to educate our children 
and ourselves about racial injustice and 
equality,” she said.

New Castle residents interested in 
volunteering for the Council on Racial Equity 
are asked to fill out an application at https://
zfrmz.com/3vLW6tIhzEu2oHtesqJK.

New Castle to Create Racial Equality Task Force

By Martin Wilbur

Westchester County announced last 
week it is moving ahead with a $15 
million sewer project along Hunts Lane 
in Chappaqua, the first step in addressing 
problems stemming from the failing Fox 
Hollow Wastewater Treatment Plant.

Design for the Saw Mill Relief Sewer 
Project is scheduled to begin this year after 
the Board of Legislators recently approved 
a bond act to amend its 2020 capital budget 
and authorize the borrowing.

Construction is due to begin sometime 
in 2021. Work will include excavation and 
fill, tunneling, paving and other roadwork 
and the installation of a sanitary sewer 
pipe and manholes. Originally, the project 
was scheduled to start in 2024.

The accelerated work will relieve a 
chokepoint on the Saw Mill River sewer 
trunk line on Hunts Lane by increasing 
the diameter of the pipe size to 30 inches. 
It’s a necessary first step in order to divert 
sewage from the 35-year-old Fox Hollow 
Wastewater Treatment plant, which 
serves two New Castle communities – the 
149-parcel Riverwoods and Yeshiva. 

There had been plans to send sewage 
from the two communities as well as a 
third development, Random Farms, to a 
trunk line to be built along Route 100 in 
Millwood to connect to a county sewer 
line. However, that project stalled because 
of a prohibitive $26 million estimated 
price tag. Random Farms intends to make 
upgrades to its wastewater treatment plant 
and will not need to divert its sewage.

New Castle Supervisor Ivy Pool said last 
week’s announcement was welcome news 
for the town but there is still much work 
to be done. After the county completes 

alleviating the chokepoint, infrastructure 
will still need to be built to hook up the 
homes served by the Fox Hollow plant, 
she said.

“It’s not a victory lap, insofar that 
there’s a lot more work to be done in the 
partnership with many stakeholders,” Pool 
said. “It’s far from a done deal at this point. 
That said, unless the county was going to 
address this issue, we can’t move ahead.”

The hope is that the sewage from 
the Fox Hollow plant can eventually be 
sent to Mount Kisco’s pump station. 
However, New York City’s Department 
of Environmental Protection (DEP) has 
not yet authorized Mount Kisco to accept 
sewage from outside its borders.

Village Manager Edward Brancati said 
last week that the village continues to work 
with the DEP and the county on this issue. 
He explained that the Hunts Lane trunk 
line needs to be expanded to accommodate 
additional flow from anywhere north of the 
chokepoint, not just the two communities.

“This is a true example of all levels of 
government working together to advance 
a project that will create a solution to a 
longtime sewage problem for the Town 
of New Castle,” said County Executive 
George Latimer.

County Planning Commissioner Norma 
Drummond added that protecting the 
quality of water is one of the government’s 
highest priorities and that a significant 
step is being made to improve the county’s 
sewer infrastructure.

The deteriorating Fox Hollow plant is 
in danger of discharging sewage into the 
nearby Croton Reservoir, which would 
jeopardize New York City’s drinking water 
supply. Parts of Westchester are also 
serviced by the Croton reservoir. 

Westchester Authorizes $15M in 
Borrowing for Saw Mill Sewer Work

A Time to Celebrate
It’s been a tough past three months for everyone, particularly if you’re a high school senior. But 
the soon-to-be graduates at Horace Greeley High School were able to be recognized by the 
community with a car parade through Chappaqua that ended near the train station. The Greeley 
graduation will also be held in cars this Saturday at the train station parking lot.

CLEVER STREICH PHOTO
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State Police

June 6: State police in Brewster arrested 
a 32-year-old Southeast man for aggravated 
DWI. He was traveling on Starr Ridge Road 
in Southeast when he was stopped for a 
vehicle and traffic law violation.

June 7: State police in East Fishkill 
arrested a 50-year-old Carmel man for 
aggravated DWI. He was traveling on I-84 
in Southeast when he was stopped for a 
violation of the vehicle and traffic law. 

White Plains Police

June 9: Police are investigating a 
trespassing incident where two males 
snuck into White Plains High School at 10 
p.m. They walked around while looking into 
classrooms, but nothing was stolen. 

June 10: Police received several calls 
regarding a black bear sighting near Hillair 
Circle. The units that were dispatched 
could not locate the bear. The department 
advises the community not to approach 
black bears and to be cognizant of the food 

that is left outside. 
June 12: A vehicle was stolen from in 

front of 50 Main St. when the owner left his 
car running while unattended for several 
moments. Police reported that the vehicle 
was recovered. 

Yorktown Police

June 8: A Yorktown police officer on 
patrol observed a vehicle parked on the 
shoulder of Route 118 at about 6 p.m. 
While speaking to the occupant, a 17-year-
old Brooklyn male, the officer detected a 
strong odor of marijuana. An investigation 
revealed the occupant was driving a 
stolen vehicle and his driving privileges 
were suspended. In addition, a quantity of 
marijuana was discovered. He was charged 
with criminal possession of stolen property 
and aggravated unlicensed operation of a 
motor vehicle.

June 10: A 60-year-old Yorktown man 
was charged with DWI following a one-car 
accident on Mohansic Avenue East.

Police Blotter

21 West Stevens Ave.
Hawthorne, NY 10532

Ernest J. Carpentieri ~ Douglas A. Daniels

Tel: 914-769-4404
Fax: 914-769-5306

www.hawthornefuneralhome.com
Serving all faiths ~ Independently owned
Conveniently located on the Taconic State Parkway

Obituaries
Lawrence Lombardi

Lawrence Emil Lombardi (Larry), CPA, 
died peacefully at his home in Briarcliff 
Manor on June 7. He was with his family, 
including his wife and best friend of 64 
years, Patricia (Munnelly) Lombardi.

He was born in Mount Vernon in 1940 
and graduated from Archbishop Stepinac 
High School. He went to College of the 
Holy Cross in Worcester, Mass. and 
received his MBA from Columbia Business 
School. In 1962, he married Pat, his high 
school sweetheart. After working for Peat 
Marwick Mitchell, he launched his own 
certified public accounting firm in 1968, 
which he guided for almost half a century. 
To Larry, clients were family.

Lombardi had many passions but nothing 
brought him more joy than spending 
time with his four children and seven 
grandchildren. He loved coaching Little 
League and Babe Ruth baseball in Briarcliff 
Manor, and attending his grandchildren’s 
baseball, softball, basketball and lacrosse 
games all around the state. 

He is survived by his children, Michael, 
of Pound Ridge, Lisa of Larchmont, Caryn 
of New York City (who also attended Holy 
Cross) and Cathy of Carrollton, Va.; his 
grandchildren, Allison, Christie, Jillian, 
Tara and Michael Lombardi and Henry 
and Gus Bova; his daughter-in-law, Mary 
(Kennedy) Lombardi, of Pound Ridge; 
his sons-in-law, Dan Bova of Larchmont 
and Jay Hollingsworth of Carrollton, Va.; 
his brother, Ed and sister-in-law Rosalie; 
and his sister-in-law Marian. He was 
predeceased by his parents, Joseph and 
Louise (Iorio) Lombardi, and his brother, 
Paul.

Anyone who knew Larry saw he had 
the brain of a mathematician and the 
heart of an artist. He had a passion for 
photography, capturing action shots at 
sporting events and the natural beauty he 
observed around the world. He was known 
for photographing each wedding he was 
invited to and lovingly creating a beautiful 
album for the couple. 

He also adored landscape design and 
specimen trees, and he designed his 
own home and gardens. An enthusiastic 
musician, he played clarinet and saxophone 
in his high school and college marching and 
dance bands, and he continued to pick up 

his sax throughout his life. He also loved 
listening to jazz and country music. 

Larry had a gift for living in the present 
moment, savoring delicious food and fine 
wine and sharing fascinating stories. He 
loved to treat the people he loved to home-
cooked meals, from crab-stuffed lobster 
to artfully-arranged antipasto spreads. 
An avid traveler, he liked to be on the go 
– whether he was driving across several 
states after working all day to catch a Holy 
Cross basketball game or traveling around 
the U.S. and abroad with Pat and their 
friends and relatives. 

Larry immersed himself in the local 
culture when he traveled, taking unique 
photographs, exploring off-the-beaten-
path restaurants – he was known for being 
able to find at least one authentic Italian 
restaurant everywhere he vacationed – 
and trying to speak the language wherever 
he went. The last trip he took before he 
suffered a stroke in 2015 was a vacation to 
Tuscany with his family to fulfill his bucket-
list dream to introduce his grandchildren 
to a country he loved. 

Due to social distancing restrictions, a 
celebration of Larry’s life will be held at a 
future date. 

In lieu of flowers, the family asks that 
you consider making a small donation 
to Burke Rehabilitation Hospital, the 
Holy Cross men’s basketball program or 
Hospice Care in Westchester and Putnam.

Lawrence Lombardi

Brenda Moscarella

Brenda Moscarella passed away from 
advanced dementia on June 1. She was 81.

Moscarella was born on Apr. 1, 1939 and 
raised in Spring Valley, Rockland County. Her 
parents were Margaret Duncan, a housewife, 
and Alfred Moscarella, a noted surgeon at 
Suffern’s Good Samaritan Hospital. From 
a very young age she studied piano, and at 
12, worked for several years with one of the 
world’s very best teachers Claudio Arrau. 

Raised Catholic, she graduated high school 
with the highest of honors from the Holy 
Child School in Rockland County. After a year 
or so at Oberlin Conservatory of Music, she 
left school for New York City to pursue acting 
and a bohemian lifestyle somewhat rebelling 
against her strict Catholic upbringing. 

While working as a waitress in a Greenwich 
village café around 1959, Moscarella was 
introduced by actor David Margulies to Paul 
Resika, a painter. They were married in 1960 
and lived in his apartment and art studio in 
the village. She gave birth to a son, Nathan, 
later that year. They divorced about four years 
later and she lived in the East Village with her 
son for a year before taking her first trip to 
her beloved adopted country of Greece. 

After returning, she lived from 1966 
to 1971, in New City and then Monsey, 
Rockland County. At that time, Moscarella 
worked several jobs, notably as a piano 
teacher and bank teller with her soon-to-
be-famous co-worker, Lily Tomlin. In 1971, 
she fell in love with a man from Greece, and 
moved to Mykonos, one of the most beautiful 
places in the world. She broke up with the 
man but stayed on the island she loved for 
about seven years, working in translation, 
writing, photography and giving small private 
concerts. She also worked as an editor for the 
Athens Daily Post, an English language daily, 
as well as the Hellenic Broadcast Corporation. 

Moscarella returned to New York City in 
the late 1970s and early ‘80s and worked 

in charity and goodwill for the religious 
organization Covenant House, helping 
drug addicts and wayward youth get back 
on the right track, and served as executive 
director. She then traveled to a succession 
of places, including Cambridge, Mass. and 
Portland, Maine, helping others through 
the church mostly, wherever she was based. 
She lived as far away as Anchorage, and 
even the Aleutian Islands, as both a pastoral 
administrator and a newscaster on Alaskan 
television. 

In the 1990s, Moscarella moved to Taos, 
N.M., where her brother, Alfred, lives 
to help care for her ailing mother until 
her passing after several years. She then 
continued to travel, to Greece and Maine, 
before returning to New Mexico. When her 
grandchildren were born, she relocated to 
New York’s Washington Heights to be near 
her grandchildren who meant everything  
to her. 

After developing advanced dementia, 
Moscarella spent her last two and a half years 
at Skyview Rehabilitation & Health Care in 
Croton-on-Hudson, where family visited her 
often and which she liked very much. 

She leaves behind her brother, Alfred 
Moscarella, and his former wife Linda and 
current wife Joanne, and her niece and 
nephew, Raphael and Rachel Moscarella, all 
of Taos, N.M.; her only son, Nathan Resika, 
and his wife, Judit; and her grandchildren, 
Fabian and Flora, all of Valhalla.

An open casket memorial was held at 
Pleasant Manor Funeral Home in Thornwood 
on June 5, where family members recounted 
memories of her as her favorite recording 
of Bach’s Goldberg Variations, was played 
by Glen Gould. She was laid to rest next to 
her parents at St. Anthony’s Cemetery in 
Nanuet. Rest in Peace, Mom. I wished you’d 
lived longer than just 81 years, but you had 
a very full life!
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NYS Specialized Funeral Directors

Balsamo-Cordovano Funeral Home
(845) 225-2144 • 15 Church Street, Carmel. NY

Balsamo Funeral Home
(718) 597-8380 • 3188 Westchester Avenue, Bronx, NY

Harrison Funeral Home
(914) 835-0284 • 329 Halstead Avenue, Harrison, NY

JonathanBCFH@gmail.com

- Pre-need Specialists - Cremation Packages
- 3rd Generation, 75 years established

- Large Parking Area
WE SUPPORT:

Our Lady of the Lakes Knights of Columbus - Carmel Police Dept.
Carmel Fire Dept. -   Carmel Veteran Organizations

FAMILY OWNED AND MANAGED

Balsamo-Cordovano Funeral Home
(845) 225-2144 • 15 Church Street, Carmel. NY

Balsamo Funeral Home
(718) 597-8380 • 3188 Westchester Avenue, Bronx, NY

Harrison Funeral Home
(914) 835-0284 • 329 Halstead Avenue, Harrison, NY

JonathanBCFH@gmail.com

- Pre-need Specialists - Cremation Packages

� ank You to Our First Responders & Health Care Workers

Planning your future may not 
be an event you look forward 
to, but it does guarantee you 
and your family are taken care 
of. If you haven’t mapped out 
your funeral prearrangements, 
visit us. We’ll explain your 
options and even record your 
wishes free of charge. 

414 Washington Street • Peekskill, NY 10566

914-737-1363
NardoneFuneral.com

TODAY IS 
A GOOD DAY

to plan for 
tomorrow.
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SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

By Adam Stone

I gasped when I saw the text from my 
friend. An actual, audible, unintentional 
gasp, for no one’s benefit while alone in 
my office. 

The text contained a flier showing an 
image of a black fist and was advertising 
a Black Lives Matter rally in a local 
Westchester town. There was also an 
accompanying note from my friend saying, 
“I might as well just move to Harlem.”

I immediately knew I had a decision to 
make. I could laugh it off with an “lol” or I 
could politely explain how his surprisingly 
retrograde sentiments on race are 
anathema to me. 

I then thought about how hard people 
have worked over generations to improve 
race relations, literally sacrificing life 
and limb. They risked everything as they 
decided whether to march across bridges 
and maybe make monumental, historic 
change. I risked nothing as I decided 
whether to type a few keystrokes. 

Suddenly ashamed I had paused for even 
a moment, I typed a reply that led to a 
meaningful conversation, including how I 
had misunderstood the point of my friend’s 
message.

Although I was relieved, he didn’t 
actually harbor the views I originally 
concluded his text exhibited, I also felt 
like I had accomplished a little something: 
expanding by a small fraction the space in 
the world where racial hatred is explicitly 
deemed unacceptable, unwelcome, 
uninvited. And here’s the thing: during this 
inflection point in our country’s history, 
as we mourn George Floyd’s horrifying 
murder at the hands of Minneapolis police, 
it isn’t just those holding explicitly racist 
ideas who we need to persuade.

It’s also the generally tolerant middle-
class white people often too polite to push 
back on subtle racism while in private 
conversation who we need to convince to 
speak out in ways large and small. 

Let’s not forget, we can and do make 
progress in this country. From the 

abolishment of slavery, to women’s 
rights, to civil rights to gay rights, the 
story of our country, from a distance, is 
a story of progress, even if that progress 
feels understandably elusive when living 
through the painful and systemic injustices 
people of color still undoubtedly endure 
every day and in abundance.

One of the most maddening elements of 
today’s debate, on almost every topic, is 
how people quickly retreat to preconceived 
narratives in analyzing current events 
instead of evaluating circumstances of any 
news event on a case-by-case basis. 

This unfortunate phenomenon likely 
helps explain now former Brewster Board 
of Education Trustee Krista Berardi’s 
instinct to post to social media last week 
that Floyd’s murder was staged and that 
protestors should be “hosed.” 

Let me first say, I think it’s safe to 
assume Berardi is more than likely a good 
person at heart. She’s a mother, until 
last weekend a school board member and 
a veteran art teacher in Carmel. While 
Berardi declined my interview request, I 
spoke with a former student of hers who 
described the teacher as “engaging” and 
an educator who “looks for potential in 
students.” 

But this wasn’t the first time Berardi 
allegedly published an incendiary social 
media post. 

What we need isn’t more amen choruses 
on social media, with the left cheering 
on the left and the right cheering on the 
right. We need conservatives and liberals 
pushing back on their own when the 
dialogue strays from the facts or devolves 
into incivility. 

While we need to ensure there’s 
accountability, we also must be sure to 
avoid demonizing all those who express 
even hateful ideas. Hate the idea, not the 
person. Then aim, if possible, to engage, 
listen and educate, not tear down. It’s the 
harder but more productive path. Most 
people who express monstrous ideas are 
not monsters. 

I don’t want to create a false equivalency. 

It’s my unequivocal view that the far 
right wing is the most dangerous wing on 
our current flight path, during a time of 
heightened animosity towards immigrants 
and minorities. But let’s be sure the 
far left doesn’t chill free expression by 
allowing us to characterize anyone as 
an unrepentant racist who, for example, 
points out (correctly and undoubtedly) 
how most cops are good cops.

One of my favorite conversation partners 
is my incredibly insightful friend Ani. Not 
long ago, Ani left Westchester because she 
wanted to “escape the latent racism that is 
rife in suburban white America.” In fact, I 
gave Ani a sneak peek of this column and 
she provided some valuable pushback.  

“When people talk about cops, it’s not 
about individual cops and whether we have 
some that are good,” she explained. “It’s 
that the system too often protects and 
nurtures bad police and it seems like it is 
harder to be a good cop in current police 
culture than not…The reason why the 
protests are designed to disrupt your day 
out with your daughter is because you are 
protected by a system that murders black 
people.”

What Ani observes makes perfect sense 
to me. Yet here’s another true thing: 
concluding that those who hold racist 
views are irredeemable is to accept racism 
as a fact of life, instead of a byproduct of 
ignorance. You’re also part of the problem 
if you’re unwilling to spend a dime of social 
capital to enhance our cultural environment 
when you hear a friend express ugly ideas. 

I have to believe there’s someone in 
Berardi’s life, perhaps someone who shares 
her general sensibilities but who rejects 
these more reprehensible views, who 
could have enlightened her to a degree on 
racial issues and save her a world of pain. 
Without that safeguard, she posted what 
she posted, she was condemned by her 
colleagues and she resigned in disgrace. 

So next time someone makes a racially 
insensitive comment, realize how much is 
at stake. Your silence, or your voice, can 
make a world of difference.

Editorial

Finding the Courage to Speak Up in a Post-George Floyd World 

Letter to the Editor

In the Democratic primary on June 23, 
the 17th Congressional District has a wealth 
of candidates hoping to fill the seat held by 
Rep. Nita Lowey for over 30 years. We face 
the challenge of selecting someone who not 
only shares the strong Democratic goals and 
values of our district, but also has experience 
and ability to govern on the national level. 

We are living in unprecedented and 
uncertain times. Time is of the essence. 
Now, more than ever, we need to choose a 
candidate who can hit the ground running.

Evelyn Farkas is such a candidate. 
Farkas has federal experience and national 

recognition. Her relationships on Capitol 
Hill enable her to advocate and negotiate 
effectively for her constituents. She served 
as President Obama’s Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of Defense for Ukraine, Russia 
and Eurasia where she called out Russian 
meddling in our elections. She was the 
executive director of the Congressional 
Commission on the Prevention of Weapons 
of Mass Destruction, Proliferation and 
Terrorism, which among other things, made 
recommendations regarding American 
vulnerability to an infectious pandemic. 
Farkas drafted and passed legislation for 

seven years for the U.S. Senate Armed 
Services Committee. Her career experience 
clearly sets her apart.

In addition to her experience and strong 
Democratic platform, Evelyn demonstrates 
impressive levels of passion, energy, 
compassion and intelligence. In short, in 
this time of uncertainty, Evelyn Farkas has 
what it takes to guide us to a society in which 
equality and justice are available to all. 

Nancy Curcio  
Ossining

Farkas Has Strongest Record to Hit the Ground Running in Congress
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editor.  Please limit comments to 
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print all letters, but are limited 
by space constraints. Letters are 
subject to editing and may be 
withheld from publication on 
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mwilbur@theexaminernews.com. 
The Examiner requires that all 
letter writers provide their name, 
address and contact information.
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We are all thrilled to have our region, 
and our Village of Pleasantville, coming 
back in phases from the drastic quarantine 
that was so successful in chilling the 
spread of the virus and saving lives.

As we move into more liberal phases, 
the fact remains that the virus is out there 
among us and ready to strike all of us, but 
especially those who are over 60 and with 
such frequent complications of obesity, 
high blood pressure, diabetes, etc. It is not 
to be trifled with. It is scary to many.

As we happily move around more in 
our area, on sidewalks and park paths, in 
hardware stores and in other public places, 
I hope that we are careful to protect our 

friends and neighbors around us.
Yes, wearing masks when coming into 

relatively close proximity, indoors or 
outdoors, is the law. But more importantly 
it’s the right thing to do.  Whether we 
think we are hale and hearty, or are out for 
a walk downtown, in a store or in parks, 
or are a high school or college student 
doing a run, please think of our friends 
and neighbors and wear a mask whenever 
passing on the street. It’s for them that we 
wear the mask, and it just might make a 
difference.

J. Scott Dyer
Pleasantville

Farkas Best Suited to Succeed Lowey, Help 
17th Congressional District

I support Evelyn Farkas for Congress 
in the June 23rd Democratic primary 
election.

Once elected, Farkas will not need on-
the-job training to be an effective advocate 
for our district. She is the only candidate 
with congressional legislative experience. 
For seven years she was part of the senior 
staff that drafted legislation for the U.S. 
Senate Armed Services Committee.

Evelyn also served in the executive 
branch, having been appointed by 
President Obama to be deputy assistant 
secretary of defense for Russia, Ukraine 
and Eurasia. 

Because of her experience, Evelyn 
has been endorsed by current members 
of Congress such as Seth Moulton of 
Massachusetts, Marcy Kaptur of Ohio, 
Lois Frankel of Florida, Annie Kuster 
of New Hampshire, Julia Brownley of 
California and Tom Malinowski of New 
Jersey. This is the sort of national network 
that will allow her to get things done for 
her New York constituents.

In addition, Evelyn has the endorsements 

of former Defense Secretary Leon Panetta, 
former Secretary of State John Kerry and 
President Obama’s Chief of Staff Denis 
McDonough.

As a Westchester County native and 
resident, Evelyn is fully aware of our local 
issues, such as the safety and economic 
concerns related to the decommissioning 
of Indian Point nuclear plant. I have 
read her detailed plans on this issue on 
evelynforny.com, her campaign website.

For these reasons and more, I support 
Evelyn Farkas in the June 23rd primary.

Marsha Kressin
Cortlandt Manor

Election season 2020 has turned out 
to be an overwhelmingly complex, ever-
evolving matrix of players. There are five 
Democratic Assembly candidates in the 
93rd Assembly District, eight for Congress 
and New York State will run a primary for 
a presidential contest that has already – 
effectively – reached a conclusion. And 
that’s before mentioning the complications 
due to the pandemic and normal, cyclical, 
Election Day, heart palpitation-inducing 

difficulties. 
I have been a homeowner in Westchester 

County since 2018, and in that time became 
involved in the local Democratic Committee. 
Having completed a master’s degree and 
fellowship in diversity leadership and public 
administration, worked in disaster recovery 
since Superstorm Sandy in one form or 
another and watched aghast as fundamental 
pillars of democracy are assaulted daily 
from the federal level, I felt I would be 

remiss were I not to involve myself.
We are called to task now to make civil 

rights the salient theme of this election, 
in close conjunction with environmental 
justice. Careful observers of both issues 
will recognize they are all-too-frequently 
intertwined. 

It was in the committee that I came to 
know Jeremiah Frei-Pearson, and his work 
as a civil rights attorney, as well as leader 
of the Sustainability Committee. The White 

Plains Democratic Committee endorsed 
Jeremiah as their candidate of choice, with 
Mayor Tom Roach later speaking on his 
behalf. Civil rights and sustainability are 
the quintessential issues of our time and I 
believe Jeremiah will be the representative 
we need in this moment for the 93rd 
District. 

David Brezler
White Plains

Civil Rights, Environment Make Frei-Pearson Best for 93rd Assembly District

Letters to the Editor

Stay Vigilant in Fight Against COVID-19 and  
Continue to Wear a Mask

They say we have 10 years left to find a 
solution to climate change. Ten years is all 
the Earth can take. Our lives have just begun, 
yet it feels like we already have a deadline. 
We have been tasked with something that 
feels impossible: saving the Earth. 

Some people in government choose to 
avoid the science behind it all – they call it a 
hoax. The reality of the situation is that the 
Earth can only take so much, and we need 
meaningful legislation to combat this crisis. 

That’s why Adam Schleifer needs to be in 
Congress.

As a federal prosecutor, Schleifer 
prosecuted corporations for their 
environmental crimes, and he would 
continue to do so in Congress. Moreover, in 
supporting green technology, he looks to the 
future in order to fight the effects of climate 
change. 

Adam understands the looming threat 
of climate change, and he will fight to get 
the job done. His policy plan includes 
restoring and strengthening the EPA, 
pushing for tax incentives to provide green 

jobs and infrastructure and implementing 
a progressive carbon tax on fossil fuel 
companies and other large emitters of 
greenhouse gases.  

He will also fight for a Green Infrastructure 
Corps as part of a national service program 
in an effort to give free higher education to 
those who serve.  

Adam believes that “we each have 
the right to live on a healthy, habitable 
planet.” He will take action in Congress to 
ensure that future generations will have a 
sustainable Earth.

Right now, more than ever, we need 
government officials who trust and respect 
science. As a member of Adam Schleifer’s 
Youth Advisory Council, I support him on his 
mission for a clean, healthy planet. That’s 
why I will be voting for Adam Schleifer to 
represent us in Congressional District 17 on 
June 23.

Harrison Gay
Suffern

Schleifer Would be Top Choice to Protect the 
Environment in Congress

With so many primaries this year, I am 
constantly asked “Who should I vote for?”  
The real question is, who is best for North 
Castle. In my opinion, it’s Tony Scarpino 
for Westchester County District Attorney, 
David Buchwald for Congress and Chris 
Burdick for Assembly. 

With all of the changes coming down the 
line, we need Scarpino to remain our D.A. 
I have firsthand experience with his office, 
whether through general town business or 
through our police department, and every 
experience is incredibly professional and 
results-oriented. Tony has committed his 
entire life to public service – an FBI career, 
followed by election to several judgeships, 
including state Supreme Court justice. 
Help me keep Tony right where he is.   

Buchwald has represented North 
Castle incredibly well in Albany as our 
assemblyman for eight years. We need 
David to take his experience to Congress 
to represent us. As assemblyman, David 
has literally called me from the floor in 

Albany at midnight to report an update on 
legislation critical to our town. From the 
Hergenhan Recreation Center parking 
lot ($250,0000) to the hotel occupancy 
revenue bill ($125,000 in revenue), David 
brings a level of experience that we need 
for North Castle. 

Burdick and I were elected councilman 
the same year, and elected supervisor the 
same year as well. More than anyone, he 
knows exactly the type of support from 
New York State that is essential to local 
municipalities like ours. He’s a pro with 
a legal background that will provide the 
representation we need in Albany. Chris 
literally drove to Hartford to help us fight 
Connecticut’s ill-advised I-684 toll, he’s 
committed to sensitive environmental 
issues and he’s a collaborator amongst all 
town supervisors to achieve common goals. 
We need Chris in Albany.  

Mike Schiliro
North Castle Town Supervisor

For North Castle, it’s Scarpino, Buchwald and 
Burdick

Salute your graduate for just $1 per word.
Email advertising@theexaminernews.com or visit 

www.theexaminernews.com/grads-2020/ to upload your ad.
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Tom Milliot & Bill McCarthy
www.mccarthyinsurance.net

914.769.0417

Healing and Emerging from COVID-19.
As we re-enter a more normal pace of life, it’s a good time to consider your 
current insurance needs, including Auto, Home and Business insurance.

We have terri� c, discounted programs for well-quali� ed applicants.
Email or call us today… we’d love to hear from you!

Peace and good health.

For the better part of a decade, I have had the privilege of 
working in the office of Assemblymember David Buchwald, 
including as his Chief of Staff. Together, we changed the State 
Constitution to take on ethics in Albany and Trump’s refusal to 
release his tax returns. 

I’m running to be your next Assemblymember because I will 
continue to fight for the people of the 93rd Assembly District, 
as I have day after day. Even more than that, though, I am 
running because I am the most qualified person for the job, 
and in these uncertain times, that is what we need in Albany.

I will get to work for you on day one.

Now more than ever, New York needs 

bold, experienced leadership.
VOTE BYJUNE 23

By Mail • Early • On Primary Day

“If you live in Westchester’s 
93rd Assembly District, please 
pull that lever or fill that bubble 
out for Alex Roithmayr. 
I can guarantee you that you 
won’t regret your decision.”
- Assemblyman Victor Pichardo

learn more at 

alexroithmayr.COM

PAID FOR BY ROITHMAYR FOR ASSEMBLY

“Alex understands real people. 
He’s helped us become proud 
citizens and fought against fraud 
with our bank and won. 
He has our vote.” 

– Asako & Zoher, Constituents

Endorsed by:
HHiissppaanniicc DDeemmooccrraattss ooff WWeessttcchheesstteerr
AAsssseemmbbllyymmaann  VViiccttoorr  PPiicchhaarrddoo
AAsssseemmbbllyymmaann  DDaanniieell RRoosseenntthhaall
CCoouunnttyy  LLeeggiissllaattoorr  CChhrriiss  JJoohhnnssoonn
MMaayyoorr  BBrriiaann PPuugghh
VViillllaaggee TTrruusstteeee KKaarreenn SScchhlleeiimmeerr

……aanndd  mmoorree!!
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(914) 769-6077 Rose Hill Shopping Center
Closed Mondays 628 Columbus Avenue
www.silviosrestaurant.com Thornwood, NY 10594

Family Owned and Operated Since 1969

(914) 769-6077 Rose Hill Shopping Center
Closed Mondays 628 Columbus Avenue
www.silviosrestaurant.com Thornwood, NY 10594

Family Owned and Operated Since 1969

(914) 769-6077 Rose Hill Shopping Center
Closed Mondays 628 Columbus Avenue
www.silviosrestaurant.com Thornwood, NY 10594

Family Owned and Operated Since 1969

Open Father’s Day for Takeout & Delivery

Specializing in 
Landscape Design

Visit our Spacious Greenhouse

• Perennials
• Annual & 
  Vegetables
• 10",  12" and larger  
  Hanging Baskets

• Jonathan Green    
  Grass Seed
• Pottery, Insecticides
• Fruit Trees, Shrubs     
  & Flowering Trees

(914) 232-3570
194 Route 100 Somers, New York. 

(Opp. Somers Manor)
Store Hours: Monday - Saturday 8-5; Sunday 8-4

Katonah Nursery,Inc.

$5.00 OFF 
When you spend $50 or more

with this coupon. 
Cannot be combined w/any other offer. 

Expires 7/15/20 • Katonah Nursery

HHHHappy Father’s Day!HHH

Happy Father’s DayHappy Father’s Day

NEW: Lotto pickup truck 
for Father’s Day

Touchless Curbside 
Pickup Available!

Please support local 
businesses where you can! 

Thank y� !

2 Clark Place, Mahopac 845-628-03002 Clark Place, Mahopac 845-628-0300

Putnam County’s Largest Card & Gift Shop!

Shop our Facebook page for gift Ideas!

Celebrating All...
Dads & Grads!

Every Card, 
Bag & Bow
Every Day!

50% 
OFF

We have Balloons 
& Gifts for 
Graduates, 
Birthdays 
& Special Occasions! 

Shop our Facebook page for gift Ideas!Shop our Facebook page for gift Ideas!
We have Balloons 

Shop our Facebook page for gift Ideas!

372 Downing Drive • Yorktown Heights, NY
914-302-7800

WE ARE OPEN!
Please be courteous of our employees and patients – 

everyone must wear a mask!
Support your Local Businesses!

20% OFF 
Adult 

Glasses
Valid now through July 1st, 2020. Discount 
is for a complete set (frames and lenses) and 
is not valid with insurance plans. Cannot be 

combined with any other o� er.

30% OFF 
Children’s 

Glasses
Valid now through July 1st, 2020 for children 14 and 

under. Discount is for a complete set (frames and 
lenses) and is not valid with insurance plans. 

Cannot be combined with any other o� er.
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15 Washington Ave • Pleasantville, NY
@ lilchocolateshoppe

914-769-0771C A L L

We Have The Finest Chocolates
And The Sweetest Delights 

  FATHER’S DAY GIFTS FOR  
THE GREATEST DADS!

And for Graduations, Birthdays, Bar/Bat Mitzvah or  
Any Special Occasion!

All novelties made with Belgian chocolates.  
        Customers are welcome in the store, face masks  

required, or you can call for prepared gifts with  
curbside pickup. And of course we also have all the  

comfort sweets and chocolates you crave.

Lil’ Chocolate ShoppeLil’ Chocolate Shoppe

Also Available: Gender Reveal Items • Vegan Chocolate
Chocolate Cupcake Toppers • Graduations • Retro Candy

Route 6, Mahopac 845-628-0876
www.olympic-diner.com

Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Lots Of Great Specials Daily

The Olympic Diner
Proudly Announces 
Outdoor Seating

“Under The Tent”!
The Wait Is Over! 

You Can Again Enjoy 
The Great Food And 

Atmosphere You’ve Come
To Expect At 

Olympic Diner...Al Fresco!

Family Owned and Operated
“Our Reputation Is Our Greatest Asset”

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

(845) 279-8809
Quality & Service

Lic: #93

EXCAVATING CONTRACTORS

SEPTIC SYSTEMS INSTALLED • REPAIRED • CLEANED

• CURTAIN DRAINS
• WATERLINES
• LAND DRAINAGE
• SITEWORK
• UNDER ROAD BORING

• ELECTRIC SNAKING
• SEWER HOOKUPS

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL

• RADIO DETECTION SERVICES

www.tyndallseptic.com

TYNDALL
SEPTIC SYSTEMS INC.

Since 1968

Stay 
Healthy!We Are H� e 

F�  Y� ...

EXCAVATING CONTRACTORS

F�  Y� ...

EXCAVATING CONTRACTORS

Healthy!

Welcome Back! We are Open!Welcome Back! We are Open!
Hair Care 
Products 
on Sale!

Welcome Back! We are Open!

Irene’s Hair Salon
914-495-3010

16 Marble Avenue,
Pleasantville, NY

OPEN: Tues-Thurs 9:30-6, Fri 
9:30-7, Saturday 9-5, 

Closed Sunday & Monday

Welcome Back! We are Open!Welcome Back! We are Open!

Irene’s Hair Salon

Happy Father’s DayHappy Father’s Day

Tuesday - Friday 11 - 6  
Saturdays 11-5

OPEN
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2019 Crompond Rd. • Yorktown Heights, NY 10598 
(914) 962-3328

Mon-Sat 10-5 •FabricMartNY@msn.com•www.fabricmartnyinc.com

No Need To “Tear” Your Hair Out or “Rend” Your Garments...
FABRIC MART IS NOW OPEN!

Customers are welcome in our store. Face masks are required and 
we follow all NYS guidelines for your safety. Curbside pickup is 
available, and of course, you can still shop from our website.

Making Your Own Face Masks? 

Come see us For Supplies!

Fabric Mart-NY, Inc.

Anthony’s Power EquipmentAnthony’s Power Equipment
Lawn Mower Service Lawn Mower Service and Repairand Repair

It’s Spring Tune-up TimeIt’s Spring Tune-up Time
Get Your Mower “Lawn Ready”!Get Your Mower “Lawn Ready”!

Repair Tech:
Tony Cinquanta 

1943 Baldwin Rd • Yorktown NY 10598
914-962-3800 • M-F 8-5, Sat 8-4

We Are Open and Serving The Community!
Pick -up & Delivery Available

Hidden Treasures & Donation Center
1736 Front Street,Yorktown Hts

914-743-1314
Talk@yorktownloveinaction.com

We Miss You and Look Forward to Seeing You Soon.  
Modified hours of operation: Mondays - Fridays 10 to 3pm

Curbside Donation drop offs of clothing only:  
Tuesdays & Thursdays 12 - 2pm

(Do not pull into parking lot. Stop at curb. Do not leave items  
if no one is there to accept. Weather permitting.)
Must wear a face covering and keep 6 feet apart.  

All children must stay with their guardian. 
Volunteers always welcome. 

845.278.7070
Service@feehaninsurance.com

FeehanInsurance.com

2350 Route 6, Brewster, NY 10509

Insuring New York and Connecticut 
businesses and families for more 

than 30 years.

845.278.7070
Service@feehaninsurance.com

FeehanInsurance.com

2350 Route 6, Brewster, NY 10509

Insuring New York and Connecticut 
businesses and families for more 

than 30 years.

Thank You to 
All Our First 
Responders!

Happy Father’s DayHappy Father’s Day

Schneider Financial is open to be a 
resource for our community. We are

here to help with your questions  
regarding individual, business and

financial changes and needs.

Securities offered through Cantella & Co., Inc.  Member FINRA/SIPC. Cantella 
and Co., Inc. does not provide tax, legal or accounting advice. This material has 
been prepared for informational purposes only, and is not intended to provide, and 
should not be relied on for tax, legal or accounting advice.  You should consult your 
own tax, legal or accounting advisors before engaging in any transaction.

Ask About Our
Conditional Guarantee

Sewer & Drains
Electrically Cleaned

bathtubs • sewers • toilets
basements • sinks • pools

TV Sewer & Pipeline
Inspection Camera

2 High Pressure Sewer Jets
Pressure Cleans Pipe

3” to 8” & 4” to 16”
in Diameter & Up
(2000 & 3000 PSI)

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL
INDUSTRIAL

Servicing Putnam and Westchester 
County, New York, as well as Litchfi eld 
and Fairfi eld Connecticut since 1975.

Over 40 years experience with 
residential, commercial 
and industrial service.

1-800-479-7625

www.electricsnakeanddrainny.com

SINCE 1975

� ank You To
Our � rst 

RespondersResponders
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As a realtor who frequently 
serves senior members of our 
community, I am always aware 
of the presence of exterior steps 
or stairs inside that must be 
negotiated on any given property. 
Note how homes and condos 
catering to older citizens boast 
“no steps” as a selling point.

For the past five years, I 
have lived in a new one-level 
condominium with no steps, but 
for many years before that, I had 
lived in a colonial home with a 
steep set of stairs going down to 
the basement and another going to 
the second floor and still another 
going to the attic. Since I ran a 
business that required storage 
of materials in both the basement and the 
attic, I was often going up and down stairs. 
It was probably my primary form of exercise 
getting from one level to the other. 

I can’t say that I miss all those steps. The 
last time I climbed any stairs was during a 
fire drill when we were asked not to use our 
elevator. It almost killed me. 

While stairs fill a very practical function 
of getting from one level to another, they 
can also make a very dramatic architectural 
statement in a home, from a soaring floating 
staircase in a central hall to a modern 
circular staircase winding around a column 
to a higher floor.

And speaking of circular stairs, have 
you ever wondered why they wind 

counterclockwise when all of us 
tend to do things in a clockwise 
pattern? (Find the answer to 
that question at the end of this 
column.)

From grand castles to humble 
cottages, stairways have allowed 
more living space under the same 
roof by providing a means to get 
from one level to another. Unless 
you live in a ranch-style home or 
a one-level apartment or condo as 
I do, you climb stairs. Some of us 
love the transition from one living 
space to another. For years, I felt 
that I couldn’t possibly sleep on 
the same floor as where I ate. But 
aging knees helped me overcome 
that requirement.

While we might focus on the architectural 
and practical contributions stairs make to a 
home, they also add greatly to the statistics 
of accidents, even death, in the home. All 
too often, homeowners take a dive down 
the stairway, especially when descending. 
Maybe it’s because it’s easier to climb steps 
than to go down even if the physical effort is 
greater when we are ascending. 

My theory is that we feel more confident 
about where to place our feet going up, but 
many of us seem not to be as surefooted 
heading down, especially for people whose 
feet are larger than the width of the step.

I’m personally very conscious of the 
possibility of accidents on stairs, perhaps 
because of the story my mother frequently 

told. At two years old, I opened the door to 
the basement and fell down a steep flight of 
stairs, landing on my head on the concrete 
basement floor. My mother screamed 
thinking I was dead. 

And, I remember with dread the day my 
wife and I received a call from a neighbor 
saying that our daughter had fallen down a 
flight of stairs in her home while on a play 
date. She, too, survived the incident.

In “Gone with the Wind,” three very 
dramatic incidents take place on the stairs:  
when Rhett scoops up Scarlett in his arms 
and bounds up the staircase, three steps 

at a time, to their bedroom; when Scarlett 
falls down the steps and miscarries; and in 
the movie’s last scene where Scarlett drags 
herself to the stairs to declare that somehow 
she’ll win Rhett back.

But aside from the dramatic turn they 
might offer, stairs can be dangerous. More 
than 15,000 people die each year as a result 
of falls and as many as 1,300 of those take 
place by falling down stairs; additionally, 
many people suffer injuries on stairs, which 
are frequently not reported. Many accidents 
happen when there is an uneven step in a 
series. Actually, this was done intentionally 
in the distant past as a security measure 
to trip up enemies entering or leaving a 
property.

Now, about the reason that circular 
steps were designed in the Middle 
Ages in a counterclockwise pattern: At 
that time, it was critically important to 
safeguard the castle with stairs running 
counterclockwise. A defender of the castle 
would be on a higher level of the stairs and 
could therefore swing his sword freely in 
the open space to his right but his enemies 
below would keep hitting the wall to their 
right.  Clever, huh? 

Bill Primavera is a realtor associated with 
William Raveis Real Estate and founder of 
Primavera Public Relations, Inc. (www.
PrimaveraPR.com). His real estate site is 
www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com. To engage 
the talents and services of The Home Guru 
to market your home for sale, call 914-522-
2076.

Contemplating Stairs When I Don’t Have Any

ATTENTION ALL VETERANS & ACTIVE SERVICE MEMBERS!

Lic# WC 10415H99
PC 1817-A
YNK#3807

DON’T BE THAT HOME-
OWNER WHO WAITS UNTIL 

THE LAST MINUE TO BUTTON 
UP THEIR HOME BEFORE 

WINTER IS HERE. CALL NOW 
FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE 

BEFORE YOUR
HOME CATCHES A COLD!

Visit our office & showroom to see the variety of products 
on display, or we will bring the showroom to you.
Family Run. Owner Supervision on All Jobs.

Exceptional Quality and Service at Affordable Prices.
www.miraclehomeimprovements.com

914H271H9119 
2010 Albany Post Road, Croton-on-Hudson, NY

   Robert & Mary Sniffen, Owners

WC. Lic. #10415H99
P.C. Lic. #1817
YNK 307 
H-12519-07-23-00

FINANCING 
OPTIONS FROM

Schedule For Your 
FREE  ESTIMATE 

Now BeforeThe  
Busy Springs  

Season Arrives!!
Major Finance Program:   

12 Months No Interest  
And No Payments!

Thank Y�  To All O�  Fr� t Line W
 k	 s
Miracle Home Improvements is Offering 
Front Line Workers a $500.00 Discount

On all Full Siding jobs; 
1600 square feet and over.

Also For Front Line Workers:
Buy 5 Windows and Get One FREE

Applies to new contracts only. Expiration 6/30/20
We are your Home Improvement Specialists.

ROOFING • WINDOWS • SIDING • DOORS • SKYLIGHTS
DECKS • SEAMLESS GUTTERS • LEADERS • REPAIRS

Family Run. Owner Supervision on All Jobs.
Exceptional Quality and Service at Affordable Prices.
Visit our larger offi ce and showroom, Or we will 

BRING the showroom to you!
www.miraclehomeimprovements.com

2010 Albany Post Road, Croton-on-Hudson, NY 914.271.9119
   Robert & Mary Sniffen, Owners

WC. Lic #10415H99
PC Lic.  #1817 
YNK 307
H-12519-07-23-00

FINANCING 
OPTIONS FROM

®

We are OFFICIALLY 
REOPEN for BUSINESS! 

Please contact us for your 
FREE ESTIMATE!  Our staff 
recognizes your health and 
safety comes fi rst, and we 
will continue to adhere to 

all safety guidelines.

Front Line Workers a $500.00 Discount

Also For Front Line Workers:
Buy 5 Windows and Get One FREEPlease contact us for your 

 Our staff 

Katonah Shopping Center
270 Katonah Ave, Katonah

(914) 232-5201
By Appointment Only “Bringing your Hair to Life 

Since 1982”

The Wait Is Over!

Fred’s Hair 
Salon Is 
Open!

Fred’s Hair 

The Wait Is Over!

The staff at Fred’s Hair Salon is 
happy to welcome back 

our friends and neighbors. 
We are ready to tackle the 

“hairy-est” of jobs! 
Fred’s Hair Salon practices 

social distancing and follows 
all NYS guidelines to make your 

time with us as safe and 
relaxing as possible. 

See you soon! 
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Town of Mount Pleasant
Chamber of Commerce

Dedicated to Progress
Established 1985

ADVERTISING
Town Planner of Westchester
914-222-0550
www.townplanner.com
townplannerwest@gmail.com
AIR QUALITY
Clean Air Quality Service Inc.
914-769-7700
tking@caqs.com 
Fresh Maintenance
914-491-8004
joe@callfresh.com
www.callfresh.com
ACCOUNTING
Hummel & Butler, CPA’s
914-769-8419
hummelandbutler.cpa@yhaoo.com
Retired Controller LLC
646-400-3981
john@retiredcontroller.net
Suozzi Accounting & Tax
914-579-2212
pete@saatllc.com

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
Cuddy Law Frim
914-984-2740
Laurence Bellom, Esq.
914-769-9500
bellom.law@verizon.net
Reisman, Rubeo & Altman, LLP
Phone: 914-495-3050  
Fax: 914-495-3051
www.rrallp.com

AUTO DEALERS
Freedom Auto
914-579-2534
www.freedomautolease.com
melissa@freedomautolease.com

AUTO SERVICE, REPAIR 
A & G Auto Body
914-769-2888
Auto Action
914-769-7447
NGJ Auto Ltd
914-769-1349
ngjautoltd@gmail.com
S & L Collision Center Inc.
914-741-5230
slcollision481@gmail.com
BANKS
Apple Bank
914-769-8400
lallen@applebank.com
Orange Bank & Trust
914-984-2780
www.orangebanktrust.com
sspina@orangecountytrust.com
People’s United Bank
914-747-1068
www.peoples.com
olga.munger@peoples.com
The Westchester Bank
914-984-5475
www.thewestchesterbank.com
druzzi@twbusa.com
CEMETERIES
Kensico Cemetery
914-949-0347
www.kensico.org
kensico@kensico.org
Mt. Pleasant Cemetery
914-769-0397
mpcem@optonline.net

CLEANING SERVICES
Merry Maids
914-747-1111
www.merrymaids.com/Valhalla
merrymaidspville@aol.com
COMMUNICATION & 
IT SERVICES
Corstar Communications LLC
914-347-2700
www.corstar.com
lsitar@corstar.com 

COMMUNITY 
ORGANIZATIONS
Hudson Valley Community 
Services
914-785-8277
aaccomando@hudsonvalleycs.org
aparada@hudsonvalleycs.org
Mount Pleasant Parks Foundation
(914) 288-6391
mountpleasantparksfoundation@gmail.com
New Horizons Music Ensembles 
of Westchester, N.Y.
(Homebase to the Mt. Pleasant Community 
Band, Beginner Band and Jazz Band)
Marc Seldin (Director)
347-224-1436
MPCBWNY@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/NHMEWNY
NY Milk Bank
914-693-6468
jbouchet@nymilkbank.org
Pleasantville Community TV
914-747-4411
www.PCTV76.org
info@pctv76.org
Pleasantville Garden Club
www.pleasantvillegardenclub.org
Ronald McDonald House
914-493-6455
criley@rmhghv.org
Tina S. Gambino Memorial 
Foundation, Inc.
914-629-4898
janice.gambino@gmail.com
agambino@acesurnorthamerica.com
The Jewish Board
914-773-6792
jewishboard.org 
KGreenbarg@jbfcs.org
Town of Mt. Pleasant Industrial 
Development Agency
914-742-2301
www.mtpleasantny.com
khyland375@gmail.com
CONTRACTING & SUPPLIES
Castle Driveway
914-747-3595
www.castledriveway.com
castledr@optonline.net 
Dennis Adams Contracting
914-747-0023
www.dennisadamscontracting.com
DANCE SCHOOLS
Exclusively Dance
914-949-6675
www.exclusivelydance.com
DELIS & CAFES
The Original A & S Fine Foods, 
Thornwood
845-803-3598
www.asthornwoodny.com
asthornwood986@gmail.com 
Rose Hill Deli
914-769-8293
www.rosehilldeli.com
rosehilldeli@gmail.com

DENTAL CARE
Daniel DiCostanzo, DDS
914-769-1816
www.drdico.com
DiCicco Dental Studio
914-741-1296
www.diciccodentalstudio.com
diciccodentalstudio@gmail.com
Touro Dental College
914-594-2659
rachael.silva@touro.edu
Vito Racanelli, DDS
914-747-4212
www.thornwooddentalcare.com
info@thornwooddentalcare.com
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
Barnett Electric Inc.
914-449-6875
www.barnettelectric.com
dean@barnettelectric.net
TR Electric Corp
914-747-7770
trelectric@msn.com
Wiring Technologies Inc.
914-490-1092
chris@wiringtechnologies.com
ENGINEERING 
AMM Engineering PC
914-495-3328
www.ammengineering.com
ammengineeringpc@aol.com 
FINANCIAL PLANNING
Ameriprise Financial
914-747-0200 x360
eric.w.leimgruber@ampf.com
Edward Jones Investments
914-769-0540
nicholas.colombo@edwardjones.com
NY Life Financial Services
Pasquale Palumbo
914-263-5014
ppalumbo@ft.newyorklife.com
FLOORING
Precision Flooring
914-769-7222
www.precisionfloors.com
info@precisionfloors.com
FLORISTS
Westchester Flower Studio
914-747-4777
www.westchesterfs.com
westchesterflowerstudio@gmail.com
FUNERAL HOMES
Beecher Flooks Funeral Home
914-769-0001
www.beecherflooksfh.com
info@beecherflooksfh.com
Hawthorne Funeral Home
914-769-4404
www.hawthornefuneralhome.com
hawthornefh@aol.com
Pleasant Manor Funeral Home Inc.
914-747-1880
www.pleasantmanorfh.com
pmcnultyjr@gmail.com
FRAMING
The Framing Gallery
914-769-7141
www.theframingallery.com
patty@theframinggallery.com
HEALTH & FITNESS
Stir It Up
917-548-5521
gina@arlo.us

HEATING OIL
Direct Oil North
914-495-3073
www.directoilnorth.com
directoilnorth@aol.com
HOME & HARDWARE
Berger Hardware
914-769-2400  
www.bergerhardware.com
office@bergerhardware.com
HOSPITALITY STAFFING
Toth Event Staffing Inc.
347-992-4537
www.totheventstaffing.com
cameron@totheventstaffing.com
HOTELS
Comfort Inn & Suites
914-592-8600
www.comfortinn.com
gm.ny618@choicehotels.com
ICE CREAM
Carvel
914-495-3590
carvelrosehill@gmail.com 
INSURANCE
Dorian Agency Ltd., Inc.
914-747-1181
www.dorianagency.com
kirsten@dorianagency.com
McCarthy Insurance 
914-769-0417
www.mccarthyinsurance.net
tom@mccarthyinsurance.net
Miller & Miller Insurance Agency Inc.
914-741-6400
www.miller-ins.com
craigm@miller-ins.com
LIQUORS
Hawthorne Wine & Spirits 
914-495-3298
hawthornewine@gmail.com
LOCKSMITH
Alliance Locksmiths
877-788-1414
www.alliancelocksmiths.com
Alliancelocksmiths@gmail.com
MEDICAL SERVICES
Advanced Surgeons
914-347-0162
jmariconi@nygetfit.com
Hudson Valley Bone & Joint 
Surgeons LLP
914-631-7777
www.hvbbjsurgeons.com
jkansas@hvbjsurgeons.com
Urgent Care of New York
914-741-0040
www.urgentcareofny.com
urgentcareofny@gmail.com
MEMORIALS
Polchinski Memorials
914-984-4198
www.polchinskimemorials.com
jciaramella@polchinskimemorials.com
MUSIC LESSONS & 
SUPPLIES
Rosehill Music Academy & Store
914-747-2585
www.rosehillmusic.net
office@rosehillmusic.net
PAYMENT PROCESSING
EFT Network Inc.
914-747-3222
alex@eftnetwork.com 

PEST CONTROL
QualityPro Pest & Wildlife 
Services Inc.
914-712-6333
info@qualityporpest.com
PIZZA
Silvio’s Restaurant
914-769-6077
www.silviosrestaurant.com
silviosrestaurant@gmail.com
PLUMBING & HEATING
Buglione Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
914-769-0470
buglioneph@aol.com
PRINTING/SIGNS
JT Graphics, Inc.
914-747-0027
www.westchesterprinter.com
john@jtgi.net
REAL ESTATE BROKERS
Better Homes and Gardens / 
Rand Realty
914-769-3584
www.randrealty.com
arlyne.ashkinos@randrealty.com
Compass Real Estate
917-757-3762
lizettesinhart@gmail.com
Hire Realty LLC
914-598-2386
www.thehirereality.com
info@thehirerealty.com
RESTAURANTS & BARS
Applebees Grill & Bar
914-345-1555
Applebees.com
Esposito’s Ristorante & 
Pizzeria Inc.
914-761-8640
www.espositosristornate.com
valhalla@espositosristorante.com
Giona’s Kitchen
914-495-3721
www.gionaskitchen.com
giona.stanco@gmail.com
Gordo’s North Restaurant
914-579-2610
www.gordosnorth.com
gordosnorth@gmail.com
Valhalla Crossing LLC
914-682-4076
www.valhallacrossing.com
lchelluck@aol.com
SALONS AND SPAS
Livia’s Hair Salon
914-747-6155
livias_salon@yahoo.com
Spavia Day Spa
914-984-7300
ben@spaviathornwood.com
SEWER SERVICE
Better Home Sewerage Service
914-769-2522
www.betterhomesewerageservice.com
SWIMMING & TENNIS
Westwood Swimming
914-769-4577
www.westwoodswim.com
partelow@att.net
VISION
Mt. Pleasant Vision Center
914-747-2000

The Mount Pleasant Chamber of Commerce hopes everyone is 
staying healthy and safe through these trying times! 

We wish to THANK all those who have supported our local merchants. 
As we move through the next phases of re-opening, 

your support is needed more than ever.

To be included in any special promotions from your local businesses, email
info@mtpleasantchamberofcommerce.org to be added to our email list.

Contact Us at (914) 359-4166, info@mtpleasantchamberofcommerce.org or on the web at www.mtpleasantchamberofcommerce.org
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Montrose Accordionist Serenades Frontline Workers Every Night
By Ariel Markowski

Some days just a few cars line up to listen 
and watch Don Simmons perform. Other days 
there are many more.

Regardless of the turnout, the socially-
distanced gathering forms during the 80-year-
old’s daily 7 p.m. accordion performances in 
front of his Tommy Thurber Lane home in 
Montrose.

Since Mar. 15, Simmons has been playing 
outside each evening, and intends to continue 
until the coronavirus no longer forces him 
to stay home. Simmons, a liver transplant 
recipient, has a fragile immune system and has 
prudently remained in or around his residence 
for the past three months.

Upon discovering the early evening salutes 
to first responders and healthcare workers in 
Spain and Italy, as well as some neighborhoods 
in New York City early on during the crisis, 
Simmons thought he could treat his neighbors 
to something special as well.

“I feel a debt of gratitude for nurses and 
caregivers, especially since I had a liver 
transplant 14-plus years ago,” said Simmons, 
who added that there are several medical 
professionals and first responders who live 
on his street. “I have volunteered (played) at 
hospitals and nursing homes since that time.”

During his first performance, a neighbor 
happened to have her window open. She heard 
and enjoyed his music, and decided to ask him 
about it. With the encouragement of that first 
audience member, Simmons decided to have a 
daily concert.

“She’s my most frequent audience 
(member),” Simmons said.

Simmons plays many different styles and 
genres of music from throughout the world, 
including Irish, German, Italian and French 
music along with rock, swing, Big Band, pop, 
country and show tunes. On an American 
holiday, he may play patriotic songs, or when 
appropriate, he’ll perform hymns.

“(On) Sunday nights, because I used to play 
in the church before the coronavirus…I invite 
a couple of the people who sang with me, and 
we do hymns,” he said.

Simmons’ daughter, who lives a few miles 
away, decided to join him last Sunday. Once a 
week, a friend who enjoys rock music stops by.

Simmons has played the accordion since 
he was about 10 years old. He has several 

different models, including an eight-year-
old Dino-Baffetti 120-bass piano accordion 
Concerto III model that he has been using.

 As an adult, his interest in playing was 
rekindled by a fellow accordionist, and once his 
five children were grown he resumed playing.

 “I’m having a good time doing this,” 
Simmons said. “I nap a little bit more…
although my wife doesn’t like to see too much 
of it.”

Despite having been home-bound for three 
months, Simmons makes a concerted effort to 
keep busy. During the coronavirus lockdown, 
his musical talent has allowed him to do just 
that. He’s also noticed that the music he plays 
brings people together in a unique way. With a 
video of him posted on YouTube, he’s received 
accolades from far and wide.

“I’m getting some very positive responses...
all over the country,” Simmons said.

Although he’s enjoying himself and some 
of the attention that has accompanied his 
accordion playing, the crisis has had its 
drawbacks. Only once has he seen his 14th 
grandchild, Milena, who was born Apr. 24.

Simmons said that everyone can help others 
in their own way. He emphasized his faith in 
the power of prayer, and hopes that people use 
their own beliefs to guide them through this 
unprecedented time.

“There’s always something that you can 
do,” he explained. “I see thank-you signs by 
the curb…and I’m encouraged by that.”

To hear Simmons’ music, visit https://
youtube/RoUjR5MDxcE, or drive by his house 
and listen in person.

Evelyn served as President Obama’s 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense 
for Russia, Ukraine, and Eurasia. She was 
among the first to sound the alarm about 
Russian interference in our election. We 
need leaders who have experience writing 
legislation in congress and standing up to 
bullies like Trump and FOX News.

Vote Democrat Evelyn Farkas for Congress by June 23. 
 evelynforny         @EvelynNFarkas 
 evelynforny                 www.evelynforny.com 

In Congress, Evelyn will:
Combat climate change by 
advocating for clean, renewable 
energy. As the only candidate 
with experience writing legislation 
in Congress, she will defend and 
expand legislation like the Clean 
Water Act, end subsidies for fossil 
fuel companies, and ensure clean 
drinking water for Rockland and 
Westchester and a safe, sustainable 
closure of the Indian Point nuclear 
facility.

Protect Obamacare, Medicare, 
and Social Security, because 
healthcare is a human right, and 
we must provide greater economic 
security for families. 

Strengthen our gun laws by 
banning military-style assault 
weapons, passing universal 
background checks, and creating 
a gun registry.

Protect Planned Parenthood,  
a woman’s right to choose,  
and equal rights regardless  
of gender or sexual orientation.

Rebuild the economy and help 
small businesses get back on 
track.

Paid for by Evelyn for NY

$

OUTDOOR SUMMER
MOVIE NIGHTS
While Observing Social Distancing
We’re BookingMovie Night Events
for the 2020 Summer Season

Screens from 12.5' Diagonal
Professional Projectors w/Back-up

High Quality Audio Systems
RESERVE your Date TODAY
Booking on first come, first serve basis.

For reservations 845-278-6401
nick@madeomultimedia.com

PRESENTED BY

MMM Summer Movie Nites AD EXAM 2020:Patterson St. Pats  6/5/20  1:54 PM  Page 1

Don Simmons has played his accordion outside his Montrose house every evening for three months to 
pay tribute to the frontline workers during the COVID-19 crisis.
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fb.me/JFP2020Jeremiah@JFP2020.comwww.JFP2020.com (914) 559-2884

Civil Rights Lawyer Jeremiah Frei-Pearson is who we need in 
the State Assembly to address our unprecedented challenges.
“I’ve spent my whole career fighting for ordinary 
people being treated unfairly by powerful inter-
ests, and getting them justice. Now, we’re in the 
midst of multiple crises that show us just how much 
work we still have to do to create a society where  
everyone is treated equally. We can’t afford to send 
just any Democrat to Albany at times like this.

“I’m the only candidate for Assembly with experi-
ence fixing broken health care institutions. I have a 
comprehensive criminal justice plan that draws on my 
years of experience as a civil rights lawyer, a plan to 
address structural inequality, and I’ll use my small busi-
ness experience to safely rebuild our economy while 
keeping property taxes low.“

Paid for by  Friends of Jeremiah Frei-Pearson

There are three easy and convenient ways to vote this year:
Vote Absentee

You must postmark 
your ballot by June 
23rd to have it count.

Vote Early in-Person, June 13th - 21st

You can use any early vote site in Westchester! Sites 
in our district: County Board of Elections in White 
Plains;Harrison Veterans Memorial Building; Mount 
Kisco Memorial Complex; Pound Ridge Town House

Primary Day, 
June 23rd

Caution! Some poll 
sites changed this year.

Fighting for Social Justice for All
Jeremiah has comprehensive plans to fight systemic racism, 
end mass incarceration, reform our criminal justice system, 

tackle inequality, and reduce child poverty. He’s proven he can fix bro-
ken systems that fail at-risk kids and shuttle them into prison, as he 
did by reforming foster care systems across America. And he’s com-
mitted to doing the hard work to build a more just future for everyone, 
which is why he was honored by the NYC Bar Association with their 
Thurgood Marshall Award for his work fighting the death penalty.

Standing Up for the Most Vulnerable
Jeremiah has been a committed advocate for the most vul-
nerable members of society. In White Plains he won major 

victories for the rights of the diabled, including dramatic expansions 
of accessible public space and public transit options. As an Assembly 
Member he’ll continue to fight to let everyone equally participate in our  
society. As a civil rights lawyer, he sued broken nursing homes and 
forced them to improve their standards of care. Now he’s working with 
the Legislature to make those same changes mandatory under the law.
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By Lindsay Emery

For the past year-and-a-half, 
Chabad of Bedford had been looking 
for a new home after an electrical 
fire caused the premature loss of its 
former meeting place.

Luckily, they had already 
been working on plans for a new 
synagogue.

On Sunday, the community 
celebrated the groundbreaking for 
its 12,000-square-foot synagogue 
with a socially-distanced, day-long 
ceremony.

To comply with public health 
standards, families who belong 
to Chabad of Bedford reserved 
10-minute time slots to participate 
in activities such as writing a letter 
in the new Torah scroll and putting 
their stamp on an art piece that 
will be featured in the synagogue. 
Families trickled into the site at 220 
S. Bedford Rd. from 10 a.m. to 7 
p.m. to participate in the festivities. 

Rabbi Arik Wolf and various 
elected officials offered words of 
encouragement and excitement 
about the project. 

“Today is the day we begin to 
build the actual synagogue for 
this beautiful community,” Wolf 
said. “But this future building, the 
physical structure that we’re going 
to build, is really not what Chabad is 
all about.”

Chabad is about creating an 
environment where people can 
seek out one’s mission and where 
one can share and grow in their 
spirituality and Jewish knowledge, 
he said.  

County Executive George 
Latimer explained how elected 
officials understand how there is 
something bigger than government. 

“There’s something that we 
believe in and even when we hold 
different faith traditions, we still 
see that there is something that is 
greater than those of us here,” he 
said. 

“But I say that, for a Jewish 
person going through this 
pandemic, there’s a real sense 
that you can’t wait to get back to 
worship,” added state Sen. Shelley 
Mayer (D-Yonkers). 

Assemblyman David Buchwald 
spoke of how his district office was 
down the street from Chabad of 
Bedford’s temporary home and how 
he will miss them.

“I know that wherever you are 
physically housed, what really 
makes a truly special place is who 
makes up a community,” Buchwald 
said. “Wherever you are, Chabad of 
Bedford has been a piece of meaning 
to so many and that is why I know 
that you’re really looking forward to 
eventually having this bare piece of 
ground become a true home.” 

Bedford Supervisor Chris 
Burdick echoed similar sentiments, 
expressing his enthusiasm for the 
$6 million project and what it took 
to receive town approvals. 

“Truly, it’s my honor that I was 
able to help you through the often 
tortuous approval process that 
always takes longer than anybody 
would want, and we all know that 
there were bumps along the road 
and many conversations that I 
had with folks who may not have 
wanted this here,” Burdick said. 
“But this was the right thing to do.”

Joseph Roberto, chairman 
and CEO of PCSB Bank, was 
also recognized and awarded a 
distinguished community service 
award by Wolf on behalf of Chabad.

Wolf and his wife, Sara, started 
Chabad of Bedford 17 years ago. The 
community now includes about 250 
families mainly from Bedford along 
with Mount Kisco, Chappaqua, 
Somers and Pound Ridge.

“Everybody wants to connect 
with other people and connect 
with ideas that are greater than 
themselves, and making this 

opportunity in a social-distanced 
way was something that our 
community really embraced, 
and we’ve had over 100 families 
come through here from 10 in 
the morning and it’s going to go 
through until 7 p.m. tonight, and it’s 
been so gratifying the support and 
the partnership of our community 
members, our elected officials, 
our financial supporters and the 
community in general,” Wolf said. 

Pound Ridge resident Brian 
Hines and his family have been 
affiliated with Chabad of Bedford for 
about 10 years. He said that Chabad 
has been so special that it really 
didn’t matter that they haven’t 
had a true home because it’s a 
community and a family.

“The passion that comes from 
Arik and Sara made you feel like 
you had a home even when there 
wasn’t a physical building, so I think 
that now establishing a real physical 
home will hopefully help Arik and 
Sarah extend all the good that they 
do to a broader group of people,” 
Hines said.

The new Chabad of Bedford 
synagogue will be a farmhouse-
style, two-and-a-half-story building 
that will include a sanctuary, an 
event hall, classrooms, offices and 
a library. Construction is scheduled 
to be completed by the end of 2021. 

Exciting New Chapter for Chabad at Synagogue Groundbreaking

LINDSAY EMERY PHOTO

Rabbi Arik Wolf, second from left, and County Executive George Latimer, far right, 
are joined by other dignitaries at Sunday’s groundbreaking for the new Chabad 
of Bedford synagogue on South Bedford Road.
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Phelps Hospital Northwell Health 
announced last week that former interim 
Executive Director Eileen Egan will lead the 
hospital as its permanent executive director, 
effective immediately. 

A few months ago, Westchester County 
became New York’s epicenter of COVID-19. 
Egan demonstrated incredible grace under 
pressure and her response was immeasurably 
valuable to dealing with a significant patient 
surge while keeping patients and team 
members safe.

Egan, who lives with her family in Mahopac, 
first joined Phelps in 1981 as a charge nurse in 
the Intensive Care/Critical Care and medical 
and surgical units. She has been a clinician, 
administrator and team leader throughout her 
tenure, which included 17 years as a nurse in 
the Emergency Department. 

Egan has been at the heart of the Phelps 
community. After pursuing a career in law, 
she returned to Phelps in 2006 and has 
since succeeded in positions with increasing 
responsibilities.

Most recently, Egan was vice president 
of administration, where she oversaw the 
risk management radiology, physical and 
occupational therapy, hyperbaric medicine, 
wound healing, cardiovascular respiratory, 
speech and hearing and sleep departments. 
She also served as director of quality 
assurance and risk management, corporate 
compliance officer, chief of the Corporate 
Compliance Committee and assistant vice 
president. 

Egan is also the recipient of the Phelps Star 
Award for outstanding service, commitment 
and attitude and she was nominated for Nurse 
of Distinction at Phelps and Emergency Nurse 
of the Year in Westchester County. She’s a 
certified emergency nurse and certified in 
pediatric advanced life support and advanced 
cardiac life support. She holds a bachelor’s 
degree in nursing from the College of New 
Rochelle and received her Juris Doctorate 
from Pace University School of Law. 

Mahopac Resident Named Permanent 
Executive Director at Phelps Hospital

Eileen Egan will lead Phelps Hospital in Sleepy 
Hollow.

Save time 
and money. 
I’ll make  
it easy.

Based on coverage selected. Savings vary. Subjects to terms, conditions and availability.  
Allstate Vehicle and Property Insurance Co., Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance Co., 
Northbrook, IL © 2019 Allstate Insurance Co. 12

08
37

15

MICHAEL KLINGER
914-576-2600
mklinger@allstate.com
Local Allstate Agent 

Based on coverage selected. Savings vary. Subjects 
to terms, conditions and availability. Allstate Vehicle 
and Property Insurance Co., Allstate Fire and 
Casualty Insurance Co., Northbrook, IL © 2019 
Allstate Insurance Co.

One Agent 
for All.

Good Call.
MICHAEL KLINGER

914-576-2600
mklinger@allstate.com 

Start a quote: Shopallny.com
 

BEECHER FLOOKS FUNERAL HOME, INC. 

        

Personally Owned and Supervised By 

              William F  Flooks, Jr.    & William J  Flooks                 
                         Proprietor              Licensed Funeral Director                             

Caring for our community since 1928 
Personal and Complete Funeral Service 

418 Bedford Road…Pleasantville, NY 10570…769-0001 

www.beecherflooksfh.com
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“The place to turn in your time of need!”

Aardvark Pet Supplies 
has moved!

1016 Broadway
Thornwood,  NY 10549

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

www.theexaminernews.com/eblast/

Visit TheExaminerNews.com 
to subscribe to our 

FREE 
e-mail newsletter 

You’ll receive the latest local 
news delivered straight 

to your inbox

The Putnam County Business 
Council (PCBC) Reopen Putnam 
Safely Task Force submitted a 15-
page report last week to the offices 
of the governor and the Putnam 
County Executive that offers insight 
into the critical needs of businesses 
across 12 priority industries. 

Additionally, recommendations 
have been offered as a way to assist 
our state and local leaders with 
ongoing reemergence plans affecting 
the Putnam County economy.

“As the county’s business 
advocacy organization, we have 
engaged a Reopen Putnam Safely 
Task Force to assist in shepherding 
our members and the business 
community, at large, as they reopen 
or prepare to reopen according to 
their industry phase,” said Jennifer 
Maher, the PCBC chairwoman. “In 
collaboration with the Business 
Council of Westchester, we have 
developed a concise report based on 
the reopening and financial needs of 
our businesses. The intent is to give 

voice to our business community 
at the highest level, so we are not 
overburdened, overlooked or under-
funded during this slow recovery 
period.”

The Putnam County Business 
Council will continue to engage 
with the business community and 
communicate its needs to the state 
and county prior to phases 3 and 4. 

For business owners who wish to 
be heard regarding reopening issues 
and challenges, they may attend 
the PCBC Town Hall via Zoom on 
Monday, June 22 at 2 p.m. Those 
interested in joining may register at 
https://tinyurl.com/y8vvrpfn

Local businesses may also 
connect with the Business 
Council via e-mail, info@
putnamcountybusinesscouncil.com, 
and by participating in other virtual 
events, which are posted to the site, 
as well as e-ailed to subscribers.

The public may access the 
task force’s report at www.
putnamcountybusinesscouncil.com.

Putnam Task Force Submits 
Reopening Safely Report; 
June 22 Town Hall Set
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ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES

MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, 
instruments, coins, watches, gold, comics, 
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL 
AARON AT 914-235-0302

ATTORNEY

BOY SCOUT COMPENSATION FUND
- Anyone that was inappropriately touched by 
a Scout leader deserves justice and financial 
compensation!  Victims may be eligible 
for a significant cash settlement.  Time to 
file is limited.  Call Now!  844-587-2494

 Recently Diagnosed w/Lung Cancer or 
Mesothelioma? Exposed to Asbestos Pre-
1980 at Work or Navy? You May Be Entitled 
to a Significant Cash Award! Smoking 
History Okay! 888-912-3150

BUYING/SELLING

BUYING diamonds, gold, silver, all 
fine jewelry and watches, coins, paintings, 
better furs, complete estates. We simply pay 
more! Call Barry 914-260-8783 or e-mail 
Americabuying@aol.com

GOLD / SILVER WANTED

HIGHEST PRICE$ PAID - Visit 
West- chester’s Top Buyer for Gold, Silver, 
Diamonds, Coins & Currency, Watches, 
Jewelry. Licensed, Professional, No Ap- 

pointment Necessary. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days 10am-6pm, Mt. Kisco Gold & Sil- 
ver, 139E Main Street. 914-244-9500

CABLE & SATELLITE TV

SPECTRUM TRIPLE PLAY! TV, 
Internet & Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per 
second speed. No contract or commitment. 
More Channels. Faster Internet. Unlimited 
Voice. Call 1-855-977-7198

EDUCATION/CAREER TRAINING

TRAIN AT HOME TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING! Become a Medical Office 
Professional online at CTI! Get Trained, 
Certified & ready to work in months! 
Call 855-543-6440. (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING 
PROGRAM! Train ONLINE to get the 
skills to become a Computer & Help Desk 
Professional now! Now offering a $10,000 
scholarship for qualified applicants. Call 
CTI for details! (844) 947-0192 (M-F 8am-
6pm ET)

HEALTH

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for $99. 100 
pills for $150. FREE shipping. Money back 
guaranteed! 1-855-579-8907

HELP WANTED

JOB OPPORTUNITY $18.50 P/H NYC 
$15 P/H LI $14.50 P/H UPSTATE NY
If you currently care for your relatives or 
friends who have Medicaid or Medicare, you 
may be eligible to start working for them as 
a personal assistant. No Certificates needed. 
(347)462-2610 (347)565-6200

INTERNET AND TV

Get DIRECTV! ONLY $35/month! 155 
Channels & 1000s of Shows/Movies On 
Demand (w/SELECT All Included Package.) 
PLUS Stream on Up to FIVE Screens 
Simultaneously at No Additional Cost. Call 
DIRECTV 1-888-534-6918

DISH TV $59.99 for 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. 
Free Installation, Smart HD DVR 
Included, Free Voice Remote. Some 
restrictions apply. Call 1-800-943-0838.

VACATION RENTALS

OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best 
selection of full/partial week rentals. Call for 
FREE color Brochure. Holiday Real Estate, 
Inc: 1-800-638-2102 Online reservations: 
www.holidayoc.com. $50 discount - new 
rentals. Code: “WelcomeBack” (Expires 
2020-09-01)

WANTED TO BUY

FREON WANTED: We pay CA$H for 
cylinders and cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. 
Convenient. Certified Professionals. Call 
312-361-0601 or visit RefrigerantFinders.
com
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ORDER NOW! 1.866.749.2741 ask for 63281CKT
www.OmahaSteaks.com/family225

*Savings shown over aggregated single 
item base price. Standard S&H applies. 
©2020 Omaha Steaks, Inc. Exp. 10/31/20

+ 4 MORE BURGERS FREE
THAT’S 20 COURSES + SIDES & DESSERT!

4 (5 oz.) Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignon
4 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops
4 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers
4 (3 oz.) Gourmet Jumbo Franks
4 (2.8 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin
4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets
Omaha Steaks Seasoning Packet
$224.91* separately

GET THE GRILLER’S BUNDLE
INTRODUCTORY PRICE: $7999

To Place a Classifi ed Ad Call 
914-864-0878 or 

e-mail classifi eds
@theexaminernews.com
Classifi ed Ad Deadline is 
Thursdays at 5pm for the 
next week’s publication

SALUTE YOUR 
GRADUATE FOR 

JUST $1 PER WORD. 
Email advertising@

theexaminernews.com 
or visit www.

theexaminernews.com/
grads-2020/ 

to upload your ad.
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As the school year winds down, the 
realization that high school is coming 
to an end brings a variety of emotions – 
gratefulness for the people I’ve met along 
the way, sadness to have to say goodbye, 
anxiousness on what the next four years 
will bring and excitement to embark on a 
new journey. 

High school started off rocky. Going 
into freshman year, I was eager to leave 
the confinements of middle school 
and ready to enjoy the new freedoms. 
However, transitioning wasn’t as simple 
as I thought it would be. It became harder 
to balance school with 
extracurriculars, and 
while there were more 
freedoms, I managed 
my time pretty poorly. 

The first two years 
were particularly 
challenging. As an 
introvert, I easily 
became lost in a big school, and while 
many friends rushed to sign up for clubs 
and attend football games, I wasn’t as 
comfortable with putting myself out there. 
By the end of sophomore year, I still hadn’t 
found my niche and struggled to keep up 
both academically and socially. 

Then, the summer before my junior 
year, I moved from New Jersey to New 
York. Although I was nervous, I was also 
excited for a fresh start, and with the new 
environment, I told myself I would be 
different, too. Over the course of these past 

two years, I went to school plays, joined 
several clubs, established a core group of 
friends and was ultimately much happier 
than I had been prior to moving.

As I reflect on my high school experience, 
here is some advice to younger students.

First, know that you don’t have to be 
fearless to be courageous. It’s okay if you’re 
afraid to put yourself out there, and it’s okay 
if you’re afraid of the unknown. But your 
fears don’t define you, and it’s never too 
late to face them. After moving, I found that 
trying something new, even though it may 
have been out of my comfort zone at the 

time, led to incredible 
experiences.

For example, I had 
always loved writing, 
but it wasn’t until 
my junior year that 
I decided to join the 
school newspaper. I 
didn’t know any of 

the writers at the time, but together we 
worked to deliver stories to the community. 
What was once a typical news site quickly 
grew into a platform for self-expression, 
innovation and creativity. 

Eventually, I started contributing a 
column to The Examiner, despite my initial 
worries that an outside newspaper wouldn’t 
accept a young high school student. I’m 
grateful to have had the opportunity to 
share my voice with so many others. If 
there’s a passion you have, I encourage you 
to pursue it. You’ll be surprised at what you 

can achieve when you let 
your fears empower you 
instead of hold you back. 

Second, trust yourself 
and the people around 
you. If there’s one thing 
I wish I knew going into 
high school, it’s that 
asking for help is normal. 
Your teachers and peers 
are there to support you, 
and whether you’re falling 
behind in a class, struggling 
to balance your workload 
or having trouble making 
friends, you don’t have to 
go through it alone. There 
will always be people who have your back, 
and if you feel like you need help, don’t be 
afraid to speak up. 

Later on in high school, you’ll probably 
face a lot of setbacks. Maybe you won’t 
score as high as you had hoped on the 
SAT, maybe you won’t get into your dream 
college. These hurdles are inevitable, but 
you have a community that’ll help you get 
over it. Believe in yourself, and believe in 
them.

Third, make sure to have fun. It may be 
cliché, but time does disappear quickly, 
and before you know it, you’ll be a 
senior reflecting on your experience. It’s 
normal to get caught up in the stress and 
competitiveness of high school, but try not 
to let it consume you. Instead of going out 
to lunch with my friends, I often stayed 

in the library to study. On 
the weekends, instead of 
catching a movie or taking 
a trip to the mall, I’d finish 
assignments weeks before 
they were due, afraid that 
if I didn’t get ahead, I’d 
quickly fall behind. 

Now that I’m about to 
graduate, I wish I hadn’t 
directed all my time and 
energy toward studying. 
While your schoolwork 
should be a priority, it 
shouldn’t stop you from 
going out and making 
memories with your 

friends because these are the moments 
you’ll cherish the most. Go to football 
games, go to prom, cheer loudly, and dance 
unapologetically. 

High school, like many things in life, won’t 
be a straight path; there will be mistakes 
and frustrations along the way. But your 
time will also be one of immense growth, 
new beginnings and self-discovery. You 
have the power to make your experience 
unforgettable. Don’t be afraid to live in the 
moment.

Ellie Dessart is a senior at Bronxville High 
School. Her monthly column, Inside the Mind 
of a Teen, examines and addresses the issues 
pertaining to teenagers at both the local and 
global level.

Looking Back on High School With Smiles and Sadness

The Mysterious 23rd of June: A Goddess Gets Her Revenge
Listen to enough Irish ballads and soon 

enough you will run across a seemingly 
favorite date for songsters to reference, 
and that date is “The 23rd of June.”

At least a few songs immediately come 
to mind: “The Jug of Punch,” a ballad made 
famous – or at least very familiar – by 
the Clancy Brothers and Tommy Makem 
on their early 1960s album “Hearty 
and Hellish.” There is also the equally 
renowned County Clare tune “Spancil 
Hill.”

Let’s consider “Spancil Hill” first. It’s 
an emigrant song, relates Pauline Murphy, 
a contributor to IrishCentral.com. Written in the 1870s 
by a County Clare native, Michael Considine, the song is 
born of his experiences in Boston and California, where he 
hoped to make his fortune and return to Ireland to claim 
the woman he left behind.  

One version begins:
“It bein’ on the 23rd of June, the day before the fair,
Sure Erin’s sons and daughters, they all assembled 

there…”
But the original words from Considine are, in my 

opinion, much better:
“Last night as I lay dreaming, of pleasant days gone by,
my mind being bent on rambling, to Erin’s Isle I did fly.
I stepped on board a vision and sailed out with a will,
till I gladly came to anchor at the cross of Spancil Hill.”
Considine would never see his homeland again, nor the 

love of his life, and died in California at the tender age of 
23. Yet he lives on today in the words of 
his song, as sad a tune as any emigrant 
ever penned.  

It’s been sung by many, including the 

Dubliners, Robbie McMahon, Christy 
Moore and the Corrs, and is a staple 
in the vocal repertoire. “Spancil Hill” 
remains today the site of one of Ireland’s 
largest horse fairs, continuing Ireland’s 
equine love affair, a tradition hallowed in 
the mists of time.

“The Jug of Punch,” a lighter tune, 
is equally well-grounded, but far more 
comedic than Considine’s. There 
are several versions, sung by many 
balladeers in the tradition, and by no 

less a sean-nos master than the famous 
Joe Heaney. Its opening lines match one 

version of “Spancil Hill”:
“It being on the 23rd of June,
As I sat weavin’ all on my loom,
I heard a thrush in an ivy bush,
And the song he sang was The Jug of Punch,
Luddaly-fal-da-dee…”
The song goes a number of verses, with a great 

demonstration of lilting, a time-honored vocal tool in Irish 
folk music. 

But what, if any, is the significance of the date? There 
are other notable June dates in the Irish experience. But 
none seem to have captured the popular imagination like 
the day before the feast day of St. John the Baptist, the 24th 
of June, also known as Mid-Summer’s Day. 

Scratch the surface, and we find that sunset on the 23rd 
of June marks the beginning of a pre-Christian Celtic feast 
honoring the goddess Áine (pronounced Awn-ya), the 

patron of summer, wealth and sovereignty. 
Her image is a red mare. That night great 
bonfires are lit on hilltops throughout 
Ireland, seeking her favor and blessing 

for bountiful crops in the 
season to come.  

In Irish myth and legend, 
she is said to have been 
violated by Ailill, King of 
Munster. Her revenge 
came when she bit off the 
King’s ear, from which point 
onward he was known as 
Aulom, which means “one-
eared.”  

Brehon Law, the law 
governing Celtic Ireland, 
held that a king must be 
unblemished. Áine’s act 
made Ailill unfit to continue his reign, and bestowed on 
Áine the power to both grant and remove a man’s authority 
to rule. She is recalled in a number of place names 
throughout Ireland, including the Hill of Knockainey in 
Limerick, Toberanna in Tyrone, Dunany in Louth and other 
sites in Derry and Donegal, in all of which you can find her 
name. At some of these sites she was openly celebrated 
as late as the 1870s, doubtless much to the chagrin of the 
local clergy.

And the day following the 23rd is hers as well, with a 
horse fair to boot!

Pleasantville resident Brian McGowan is a second-, 
third- and fifth-generation Irish-American/Canadian 
and author of two books: “Love, Son John,” about 
World War II, and “Thunder at Noon,” on the Battle of 
Waterloo. Both are available at Amazon.com. Reach him 
at brian.m.mcgowan1952@gmail.com. To see more on 
“things Irish,” follow his blog, “Rethinking Irish,” at www.
rethinkingirish.com.

Inside the Mind 
of a Teen

By Ellie Dessart

Irish Eclectic

By Brian McGowan
Áine, Celtic Goddess of Summer
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DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help 
get the dental care you deserve!

FREE 
Information Kit

1-855-225-1434
Visit us online at

www.dental50plus.com/nypress

Get help paying dental bills and keep more money in 
your pocket

This is real dental insurance — NOT just a discount plan

You can get coverage before your next checkup

Information Kit

1-855-225-1434

CALL
NOW! 1-855-225-1434

Don’t wait! Call now and we’ll rush you a FREE
Information Kit with all the details.

Insurance Policy P150NY                MB17-NM003Ec
6129

 Backed by American Standard’s 
140 years of experience

 Ultra low entry for easy 
entering and exiting
Patented Quick Drain® 
fast water removal system
Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND 
installation, INCLUDING labor backed 
by American Standard
44 Hydrotherapy jets for an 
invigorating massage

1

3

2

4

5

installation, INCLUDING labor backed 

FREE IN-HOME 
EVALUATION!

Includes FREE American StandardRight Height Toilet 
Limited Time O� er! Call Today!

Discover the world’s best 
walk-in bathtub from

5 Reasons American Standard 
Walk-In Tubs are Your Best Choice

Receive a free American Standard Cadet toilet with full installation of a Liberation Walk-In Bath, Liberation 
Shower, or Deluxe Shower. O� er valid only while supplies last. Limit  one per household. Must be  rst time 
purchaser. See www.walkintubs.americanstandard-us.com for other restrictions and for licensing, warranty, 
and company information.   CSLB B982796; Su� olk NY:55431H; NYC:HIC#2022748-DCA. Safety Tubs Co. 
LLC does not sell in Nassau NY, Westchester NY, Putnam NY, Rockland NY. 

888-609-0248

Backed by American Standard’s 

Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND 

Walk-In Tubs are Your Best Choice

$1,500 SAVINGS

One touch of a button 
sends help fast, 24/7.

alone
I’m never

Life Alert®  is always 
here for me even when 

away from home.

I’ve fallen and I can’t get up!

®

For a FREE brochure call: 

1-800-404-9776

Saving a Life EVERY 11 MINUTES

Batteries Never Need Charging.

 WHEN YOU 
ORDER!

FIRST AID 

KIT

For a FREE brochure call: 

 WHEN YOU 
ORDER!

 WHEN YOU 

FIRST AID 

FREE!

here for me even when here for me even when 
away from home.away from home.

Help at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at Home
with GPS!

Help On-the-Go

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE IN-HOME 
ASSESSMENT TODAY!

877-516-1160 

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

O� er valid March 16, 2020 - June 30, 2020

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE IN-HOME 

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*Terms & Conditions Apply  

Visit Our Display Center at 836 Troy-Schenectady Road. Latham, NY, 12110 
Same Day  Installation• Sales  • Rentals  • Service  • Buybacks

New and Reconditioned Lifts
Locally Owned & Operated

(518) 393-2274 or (888) 558-LIFT

Regain Your Independence!

Owned & Operated by EazyLift Albany, LLC

$ 200 OFF
purchase of 

any NEW stairlift

55 West 39th St, 11th Floor • New York, NY 10018

1-800-ITS-TIME
Contact us confidentially.

ItsTimeNewYork.com 

If you have information regarding alleged 
abuse or its cover-up involving these men, 

CONTACT US.

NEW LAW – ACT NOW

DO YOU KNOW THESE MEN?

ABUSED by

CLERGY in

NEW YORK?

Attorney Advertising

Herbert 
D’Argenio

Joseph 
Ansaldi

John L. 
Farrand

Richard 
Gorman

Thomas J. 
Gaffney

Stephen 
Kelly

continued from page 24
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The Westchester County Industrial 
Development Agency (IDA) Monday 
approved resolutions of intent to provide 
financial incentives for two major residential 
developments in Mount Kisco and White 
Plains. 

The projects, Kirby Commons in Mount 
Kisco and the proposed project at the White 
Plains YMCA site, represent hundreds of 
jobs and private investment of more than 
$230 million at a time when the county’s 
downtowns have been struggling with the 
COVID-19-related economic shutdown. 

At its June 11 meeting, the IDA Board 
voted preliminary approval of incentives 
for the development of Kirby Commons, a 
$130.5 million mixed-use, transit-oriented 

development featuring 217 apartments 
and 53,000 square feet of retail and 
community space. 

Located at 17 Britton Lane and 1 Main St. 
adjacent to the Mount Kisco Metro-North 
station and Kirby Plaza, the project will 
include two mixed-use buildings located on 
the South Moger Avenue and North Moger 
Avenue parking lots. 

Amenities will include a conference 
center, lounge and co-working space, gym, 
a Zen garden connected to an interior 
courtyard and a rooftop green space with 
multiple seating areas, grills and a fire pit. 

The development is a joint venture of the 
Gotham Organization and Charter Realty 
Development of Manhattan.

The IDA Board gave the project 
preliminary approval of about $3.9 million 
in sales tax exemptions and $831,500 in 
mortgage recoding tax exemptions. The 
project is expected to create 123 construction 
jobs and 52 new full-time jobs. 

The board also gave preliminary approval 
of incentives for a $100 million residential 
building to be built at the site of the YMCA 
building at 250 Mamaroneck Ave. in White 
Plains. Southern Land Company of Nashville 
is building 177 market-rate rental units on 
the site with 1,876 square feet of ground-
floor retail space. 

The building will include a mix of one-, 
two- and three-bedroom units ranging in size 
from 600 to 1,850 square feet. Amenities 
will include a courtyard area with a pool, 
spa, garden terrace, barbecue grill, exterior 
fireplace and seating area. There will also 
be bike storage. Additional amenities being 
planned for the project include a pet spa, 
tune shop/work studio, resident lounge and 
conference room. 

The White Plains YMCA building will 
be demolished to make way for the new 
development. According to Southern Land 
Company, a portion of the land purchase 
price has been advanced to the YMCA so that 
they are able to continue operations in their 
current facility and begin construction of a 
new daycare center to serve the community. 
Southern Land Company is also contributing 
$3.2 million to the White Plains Affordable 
Housing Fund in lieu of including affordable 
units in their project.

The IDA Board gave the project 
preliminary approval of about $2.5 million 
in sales tax exemptions and $644,100 
in mortgage recording tax exemption. 
The project is expected to create 128 
construction jobs and create and retain 66 
new full-time jobs. 

“These innovative mixed-use projects in 
Mount Kisco and White Plains represent the 
kind of smart development that is helping 
to energize Westchester’s downtowns with 
new housing and retail opportunities,” said 
Westchester County Executive George 
Latimer. “In light of the current economic 
environment, it is encouraging to see this 
level of private investment in our county.” 

“We are pleased to provide preliminary 
approval of incentives for these two exciting 
mixed-use residential developments that 
are helping to reinvigorate our downtowns 
with new housing and retail that appeals 
to millennials and empty-nesters,” added 
Westchester IDA Director Bridget Gibbons.

W’chester IDA Approves Intent to Fund Mt. Kisco, White Plains Projects

To date we are COVID-19 Safe...To date we are COVID-19 Safe...

Enjoy what gracious 
independent living can be 

and leave the rest to us!

Our residents are enjoying celebrations and just the joy 
of seeing and talking with families in a safe way!

Join � e Drum Hill Family before 
the end of July 2020 and we will 

WAIVE THE FIRST 
MONTH’S RENT!!

We are also reducing the 
community fee to $1000.00 

(Savings of $2200.00)

An artist’s rendering of Kirby Commons in Mount Kisco, which received preliminary approval from the 
Westchester County Industrial Development Agency.  Another mixed-use development in White Plains 
at the YMCA site on Mamaroneck Avenue also received approval.
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How a Travel Writer Has Survived the Lockdown
As a travel writer I’ve had my wings 

clipped and have been grounded for 
the last few months, with seemingly 
no light at the end of the tunnel. 

My recent amazing trips of a river 
cruise on the Mekong River from 
Cambodia to Vietnam and a decadent 
week at Grand Hotel Villa Serbelloni, 
Bellagio, Italy on Lake Como, are 
simply unforgettable memories. 

One of the secrets to surviving this 
period of isolation and maintaining my 
sanity was having my 
amazing girlfriend and 
traveling partner with 
me. 

Another secret was 
taking invigorating 
walks every day no 
matter the weather on 
the historic Old Croton 
Aqueduct trail outside 
my door. It’s how New 
York City got their water for more than 
100 years. 

I also survived by losing myself 
in three very diverse books: “The 
Splendid and the Vile” by Erik Larson, 
a story on how Winston Churchill 
helped the United Kingdom survive 
the Nazi blitz and outwit Hitler; 
“Apropos of Nothing,” Woody Allen’s 
hysterically funny and revealing 
autobiography; and “The Plague” by 
Albert Camus. 

We quickly realized the only time 
our lives appeared to be normal 
was when we were immersed in the 
planning, preparation and devouring of 
our incredible dinners every night. 

We never ventured out to 
supermarkets; we ordered everything 
from the folks at Fresh Direct.com, 
OmahaSteaks.com and Sockeye@
WildAlaskanCompany.com. 

I could not have survived without 
these spectacular food suppliers and 

their life-saving home 
deliveries. My hero is 
Fresh Direct and their 
dedicated, professional 
food mavens at 
its Westchester 
warehouse. We had 
ultra-fresh seafood 
that tastes like it just 
jumped out of the 

ocean, their organic 
chicken breasts, freshly-sliced 
prosciutto, aged Parmigiano Reggiano 
cheese and freshly grilled Italian 
artichokes, along with the picture-
perfect fresh vegetables, seasonal ripe 
fruit and anything else we needed to 
prepare our meals.

For my steak fix, I ordered filet 
mignon from Omaha Steaks. I also 
reached out to the Wild Alaskan 
Company, and their box of overflowing 
fresh sockeye and coho salmon and 

black cod. 
Perhaps my biggest 

hero was caviar supplier 
Khavyar. Nobody has 
fresher, more delicious 
caviar at more affordable 
prices. I would splurge 
for a jar of Osetra Black 
Caviar and a few jars of 
the less pricey Ikura 
Caviar, the delicious 
orange salmon eggs. 

Every Friday at 6 p.m. 
we would celebrate one 
more week of sanity 
by devouring a jar of 
caviar with a glass of 
iced Champagne or Grey 
Goose Vodka. We’d toast 
to “next year at this 
time being away on an outrageous 
adventure.” 

Other decadent dishes we created 
included chicken 
parmigiana and a tower 
of small medallions of 
chicken with layers of 
Rao’s marinara chicken 
sauce, mozzarella, 
oregano, topped with 
shredded mozzarella. 

Then there were the Greek-inspired 
dinners featuring layers of sautéed 
eggplant, sautéed ground lamb, tomato 
sauce, pine nuts, topped with ricotta 

cheese and baked. 
My piece de la 

resistance, fish and 
chips, was made with 
black cod, which was 
crunchier and moister 
than any devoured in 
London. My secret 
ingredients were baking 
soda and beer, flour and 
egg. We dipped the fish 
in thick batter, tossed it 
into bubbling oil for 10 
minutes or until it was 
golden brown. 

Take heart, one day 
soon this plague shall 
lift and you’ll be off on a 
well-deserved vacation. 
But until then, consider 

cooking up some savory meals, losing 
yourself in a book and taking a long 
walk in the woods. They’ll help keep 

you maintain your 
sanity. Bon voyage.

Hastings-on-Hudson 
resident Richard Levy 
is a former advertising 
“Mad Man” creative 
director and now a 
travel writer. He’s also 

an inventor of innovative new products 
and is writing and illustrating a new 
children’s book. You can contact him at 
RichardLevyTravelWriter@gmail.com.

Put your mind at ease...
Call us today!
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625 Route 6
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The Travel 
Maven

By Richard Levy



June 16 - June 22, 2020www.TheExaminerNews.com 29

We’ve all been 
inundated with 
negative news that 
for months has 
been hard-hitting 
and persistent. 
The pandemic, the 
economy, the social 
unrest, the turbulent 
equity and bond 
markets have all 
taken their toll on us 

in unique ways.
As I presented in last week’s column, 

wine preferences are evolving. A number of 
consumers are experimenting with higher 
priced wines. They are discovering that 
higher prices may equate to higher quality. 
Crossing this threshold 
may be life altering for 
some in their wine-
centric cosmos.  

This trend has evolved 
over the last decades as 
new wine consumers 
have come of age and 
entered the wine-buying 
marketplace. 

And the wine industry 
has been responding. 
This progressive change has culminated in a 
realistic benefit to wine consumers. 

The trend? Higher quality wines, of 
greater diversification and at lower prices – 
the QDP Index. 

This value-to-price phenomenon has 

emerged over a number of years and is now 
hitting its full stride. Everywhere we shop 
for wine we see “new” grape varietals from 
previously unsung regions – all at higher 
quality levels than in the past. We are 
immersed in a global trend that embraces 
innovation but is firmly anchored in tradition, 
a trend that levers the tried and true with 
bold nuances. It is global yet highly localized. 

Let’s explore the underpinnings and the 
ultimate consumer benefits of this trend.

In my opinion, the greatest impact on the 
QDP Index is sociological. There has been a 
generational shift in the focus of winemakers 
that is common to all winemaking regions. It 
has manifested itself in today’s generation of 
young men and women who have a newly-
placed sensibility of the environment, a 

combination of global 
and local perspectives 
on winemaking and a 
perpetual eagerness 
to explore, experiment 
with and employ 
the latest trends in 
winemaking. These 
young winemakers 
bring to their craft 
the legacy of their 
forefathers coupled with 

the present-day awakenings of their peers 
around the globe.

Here is one example: In Spain, winemaking 
has been a tradition for thousands of 
years. And for those millennia, the craft of 
winemaking has been passed down from 

generation to generation with little change. 
Local palates had become accustomed to 
these wines and Spanish producers were 
able to eke out a living. Then along came the 
European Union in 1993 and a revolution 
began to take place. 

Spain began to wake from its agrarian 
slumber and embraced the collective 
benefit offered by its membership. This 
meant a new purchasing power, the 
availability (read profitability) 
of unencumbered cross-border 
trading and the sharing of 
knowledge with sister countries. 
The sons and daughters of 
winemakers who came of age 
in this new era were sent 
to France and Italy to be 
educated in the latest 
techniques and technology 
being employed. In one fell swoop, Spanish 
wines leapt into the 20th century. 

Today, wine consumers are enjoying 
significantly higher quality wines (thanks to 
a greater appreciation of natural farming and 
painstaking attention to natural wine making 
techniques) produced from diversified 
grapes not previously exported, all at prices 
well below comparable offerings from other 
countries. The QDP Index is clearly evident 
in the Albarino and Monastrell wines that 
have been revitalized after centuries of old-
world styling – and in an affordable $10-to-
$15 price range.   

Of course, these young winemakers 
needed a market in which to ply their wines. 

Herein lies the flip side of the QDP Index: 
the young generations of wine consumers. 

In the United States, wine is becoming 
the preferred alcoholic beverage of both 
Generation X and the Millennials, in 

spite of press to the contrary. 
These new generations of 
consumers, always seeking 

new adventures, have found 
that wine offers a high-quality 
product that is broadly 
diversified at very affordable 
price points – and have brought 

young winemakers and 
their wine-consuming 
counterparts to new 

heights of mutual 
satisfaction. 

The confluence of these 
factors will continue to expose 

consumers to new grapes, 
from revitalized wine regions, produced by 
maverick winemakers. Every wine-lover – 
of every generation – can enjoy the benefits 
of this positive trend.

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year Pleasantville 
resident. For over 25 years, he has conducted 
wine tastings and lectures. Nick is the co-
chairperson of the Wine Media Guild of wine 
journalists. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

By Nick Antonaccio

The Merging of Winemakers, Consumers in the Evolving Bacchusphere 
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Through the 

Grapevine
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Let’s just get this 
out of the way: since 
we’re all on bended 
knee, our souls an 
open exhibit, I’m sorry 
to anyone I’ve ever of-
fended; black, brown, 
yellow or white (and 
any color I’ve left out).

It wasn’t inten-
tional, I swear, be-
cause I don’t see color 
through my lens or in 
my heart. The respect 
we need for each other 
right now is critical to 

our societal renaissance, which includes ra-
cial equality, spiritual belief and every open 
wound in American society. 

Our souls need the exposure of inner re-
flection, transparency and accountability. We 
can all play a pivotal role in this upheaval, and 
it starts with an apology. Racism isn’t conser-
vative versus liberal. All political persuasions 
must come together for change, removing 
the poison within and making even the most 
subtle form of racism unacceptable. 

In every game I’ve ever covered, there 
were winners and losers, and I pulled for both 
just the same no matter their creed or color. 
Whether it was Elton Brand or Donnie Mc-
Grath. Derrick Dennis or Ryan Shilling. Rob-
bie Anderson or Nick Gargiulo. Chris Tanta-

los or Joe Vetrano. Cathy Cortez or Emma 
Bozek. Aubrey Griffin or Brittany Shields. It 
never mattered. Color or race be damned! 

Instead of teaching our kids that everyone 
gets a trophy, we need to teach our kids that 
racism should never have a role in sports and 
life, that we’re all in this together. I wish real 
life could be more like sports because in that 
huddle and in those locker rooms are some of 
the strongest bonds ever formed, regardless 
of color or religion. In sports, our differences 
do not matter on the playing 
field. 

Civil unrest has come to a 
head now, and this is where we 
are after a really bad police of-
ficer did something as heinous 
as anything we’d ever seen. 
We are at a crossroads regard-
ing the direction of our divided 
nation. 

Harmony seems implausible right now. 
But this old greybeard says it’s time to unify, 
time to radically, yet peacefully, challenge our 
views on race. We have, as a nation, so much 
to apologize for, from inequality to injustice, 
despite being the most powerful republic on 
earth #Facts. 

That said, there are only so many things 
I can apologize for without recognizing the 
greatness of this nation, what it used to be 
and what it will become again, if we can get 
past this monumental hurdle. 

There’s a litany of other things I’m sorry 
for, so let’s divvy it up. 

I’m sorry if you’re a Knicks fan and have 
to accept the fact that owner Jim Dolan runs 
a rudderless ship that has seen his club win 
one (yeah, one!) singular playoff series since 
2001. 

I’m sorry if you don’t like former Giants 
quarterback Eli Manning for only returning 
two Super Bowls in his 16 years. Eli is gospel 
in this neck of the woods for good reason, so 

don’t you dare tread on that.
I’m sorry if you still think 

LeBron James was or is bet-
ter than five-time MVP and 
six-time NBA champ Michael 
Jordan, the real #GOAT, right 
up there with Babe Ruth and 
Wayne Gretzky.

I’m sorry if you think the 
1992 Olympic Dream Team wasn’t the fin-
est cast of All-Stars ever assembled because 
there has never been a more gifted, purpose-
ful unit in the history of sports. Patriotism 
and pride were at an all-time high, kind of like 
at Lake Placid in 1980. There’s nothing like 
the Olympics to bring our country together.

I’m sorry if you think Paw Patrol should 
be banned because Chase the Cop Dog is 
viewed as problematic. I’m sorry if you think 
Lego should consider removing police and 
firefighters from its Lego City line. You might 
have too much time on your hands if you 

think Paw Patrol or Lego are the problem. 
Most cops are good, hard-working folks that 
risk their lives every day for our safety. It’s 
now a thankless and terribly dangerous job.

I’m sorry if you can’t figure out a way to be 
tolerant, inclusive and kind to anything with 
a heartbeat, including spiders, but excluding 
ticks #IHateTicks.

As a Mets fan, I’m sorry if you can’t get 
past the 27 World Series championships the 
Yankees have provided their fans. Imagine 
the backdrop of New York sports without the 
Yankees. Our sports championship cupboard 
would be close to empty.

And I’m also sorry if you believe the flag 
of the United States of America and its ac-
companying anthem are offensive in any way, 
shape or form. Get over it.

I’m sorry for cancer. I’m sorry we can’t 
have a difference of political opinion without 
a snide remark and harsh words for one an-
other. I’m sorry social media has wrecked the 
way people deal with each other. I’m sorry 
that my cell phone has figured out a way to 
track my thoughts and portray them in adver-
tisements five minutes later on Facebook. 

Can somebody please make a Michael Jor-
dan-like move and figure out a way to make 
our country great again, to accept each other 
for who and what we are? It’s one race, the 
human race. 

Now that I’ve apologized for everything 
imaginable, can we just hug it out?
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Sports

America Needs to Reach Out, Embrace and Hug One Another

Direct 
Rays

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports  
Editor @Directrays



By Gordon Moccio

Hundreds lined up in Maho-
pac Sunday to show their support 
for racial justice.  

Protesters met at Michael 
Geary Memorial Rink and 
marched down the street to 
Chamber Park, where live mu-
sic was played and poems and 
speeches were read from indi-
viduals who said they have ex-
perienced racism firsthand in 
Mahopac, either at school or in 
encounters with police.

One of the speakers was Dan-
iel Aramprice, a political advocate 
for the racial justice movement in 
Putnam County.  He expressed 
that his eyes were opened to rac-

ism when he was getting his mas-
ter’s degree at John Hopkins Uni-
versity.  After speaking privately 
with his professors about racial 
issues in modern society, he 
felt obligated to start writing to 
school districts and meeting with 
senators to remove the racism 
that existed within the commu-
nity, as well as in other districts. 

He later told The Putnam Ex-
aminer there are three things 
that need to be done for change 
to occur locally.  

“One is to remove the racist 
mascot—the indigenous mascot 
we have had for over 100 years 
that we have been appropriating. 
Two is to create a committee on 
diversity and inclusion that is 
multi-disciplinary, encompasses 
a student lens, people of color, 
administrators and officials, so 
that we can all meet together and 
come to the table to discuss what 
is right and how we can move for-
ward,” he said.

“And three is to condemn is-
sues of racism that we see inter-
nalized to the school district and 
externalized to the school district 
as well, so that our students of 
color know that we are on their 
side and we are with them, and 

that we can work with them to 
mitigate these problems,” he 
concluded.

At the protest site hundreds of 
confessions were hung up from 
people who have allegedly expe-

rienced racism at Mahopac High 
School. Whether it was from oth-
er students, coaches, or teachers, 
it was made known that there is a 
racial issue occurring within the 
walls of the high school.  

The confessions were from 
students of all races, some saying 
how they were called a terror-
ist for being Middle Eastern, or 
called racial slurs for expressing 
their African American culture.  

Photo by GordoN MoCCio
Protestors kneeled together during demonstration in Mahopac last week.

Hundreds Demonstrate for Racial Justice in Mahopac
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Just $1 Per Word!
Submit a salute to your graduate -- or the class of 2020 

more broadly -- and we’ll publish the note  
in our June 30 Graduation Section in print and  

across our digital platforms. 
Upload your message and photo on our 

Graduation Section 2020 web page:
http://www.theexaminernews.com/salute-your-graduate-2020/

Photos are an extra $5 but not required. 
Deadline is Wednesday, June 24

Email advertising@theexaminernews.com for more information.  

(These ads are separate and disconnected to an unrelated Bedford Schools  
graduation section sponsored by the Fox Lane High School Association,  

which we’re publishing the prior week, on June 23).

 Our students have never been more deserving of applause. 

For the Price of  
a Few Cups of Coffee 

Honor Your Graduate Today.


