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GRAND OPENING!

Free Computerized Design By Our Designer  
with over 20 years Experience

We Carry: Kitchens•Bathrooms•Stone•Countertops
Quartz•Granite• Tile•Blinds & Shades

HOMESCAPE
KITCHEN & BATH

1759 E. Main Street 
(In the CVS Shopping Plaza)

Mohegan Lake 914-526-4000 

30% OFF
ANY CABINETRY 

PURCHASE
With this coupon. Not valid with 

other offers or prior  
purchase. Expires 6/30/20

Homescape Kitchen & Bath
914-526-4000

Quality at Competitive Prices
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A Sign of Hope
An optimistic message was prominently placed on Route 311 in the 
Town of Patterson, across from the library.

By Rick Pezzullo

Putnam County Executive 
MaryEllen Odell voiced her oppo-
sition this week to a state budget 
change that punishes homeown-
ers who have fallen behind on their 
property taxes by taking away 
their Basic STAR tax exemption.

The Basic STAR program, 
which started in the 1990s, is an 
upfront exemption on school taxes 
that saves the average principal 
homeowner in New York State 
about $800 year. As of this year, 
however, those who are more than 
a year late on their property taxes 
will no longer qualify for the ex-
emption. The Enhanced STAR pro-
gram, which gives senior citizens 
a larger property tax break, is not 

affected by the change. 
“This is not a time to penal-

ize homeowners who have fallen 
behind in their property tax pay-
ments,” Odell said. “Those who 
can’t pay their taxes are being 
kicked out of STAR -- the very pro-
gram that is designed to ease the 
property tax burden. These kind 
of budget shenanigans may make 
state finances look better, but they 
amount to nothing more than hit-
ting people when they are down.” 

Governor Andrew Cuomo has 
advocated to eliminate the upfront 
reduction in the school tax bill that 
STAR offers and replace it with a 
STAR credit check that is sent to 
homeowners in the fall. When 
the state pays STAR by a rebate 
check, it is considered a revenue 

reduction rather than state spend-
ing, thus allowing the state to keep 
spending under the 2 % cap.  

The NYS Department of Taxa-
tion and Finance announced that it 
plans to send letters on May 22 to 
those who will be kicked out of the 
Basic STAR program. 

When homeowners lose their 
STAR exemption, it ultimately 
hurts the county, said William Car-
lin Jr., the Putnam County Com-
missioner of Finance.

“Without the STAR exemption, 
we expect there will be an increase 
in the number of homeowners who 
can’t pay their taxes,” Carlin said. 
“A lost STAR exemption ultimately 
hurts the county. The county is 

Continued on page 2

County Executive Odell 
Opposes Changes to STAR that 
Could Punish Homeowners

By Rick Pezzullo

More than 40 acres of land in Kent have 
been preserved as a place for the public to 
visit and enjoy the outdoors thanks to a vi-
sionary landowner and the work of a partner-
ship between Hudson Highlands Land Trust 
(HHLT) and Westchester Land Trust (WLT). 

The project protects woodlands (predomi-
nantly sugar maple and red oak) and wet-
lands with high biodiversity. The property 
contains a large New York State Department 
of Environmental Conservation (DEC) regu-
lated wetland that provides habitat for native 
and migrating songbirds, waterfowl, and rap-

tors. 
The land provides a buffer to adjoining 

Wonder Lake State Park and its 1,133 acres.
“The New York Highlands is a unique re-

gion with a wide array of natural areas and 
recreational opportunities,” said Katrina 
Shindledecker, HHLT’s Director of Conser-
vation. “Westchester Land Trust’s acquisition 
of this land protects its wetlands and wood-
lands, while expanding public open space 
next to a popular state park—a win-win for 
everyone.”

This land is located in the Highlands re-
gion of New York, an environmentally signifi-
cant corridor that stretches from Pennsylva-

nia to Connecticut. It is rich in biodiversity, 
has large tracts of unbroken forest cover, and 
is home to 250 endangered, threatened or 
species of special concern. The importance 
of the Highlands region was extensively doc-
umented in the U.S. Forest Service’s High-
lands Regional Study (HRS). 

The property lies within one of the HRS 
Conservation Focal Areas that have been 
identified as having the highest conservation 
resource value, but which are most threat-
ened by development.

HHLT and WLT worked directly with 
the landowner to purchase the property for 

42 Acres Preserved Adjacent to Wonder Lake Park in Kent

Continued on page 2

photo by Julia Rogers
A portion of the open space being preserved 
in Kent.

Putnam COVID-19  
Cases Breakdown:

Countywide: 1,144 
(active 73)

Carmel: 371
Southeast: 218

Kent: 213
Putnam Valley: 145

Philipstown: 102
Patterson: 95
(As of May 1)
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Social Distancing is one of the most effective ways to avoid coronavirus infection. It simply means 
avoiding crowded settings, mass gatherings and maintaining a 6-foot distance from others when possible. 

We know that this may mean missing an event you’ve been looking forward to, or breaking your weekly 
routine, but it will also protect you and those around you.

Northwell Health is built for situations just like this 
and we’ll continue to share facts and tips in the 
days to come. Because knowledge is contagious too.

Get the facts at 
Northwell.edu/Prepared

Information is healthy.
Fear is not.
What is Social Distancing?

Facts and guidelines related to coronavirus are constantly evolving. The facts contained here are Northwell’s best judgment at time of publication.

responsible for guaranteeing taxes to the 
school districts. If delinquent property tax-
payers aren’t allowed the STAR exemption, 
it means the county will have to pay the 
school districts that much more.”

In addition to the school taxes, the county 
also guarantees town and village taxes each 
year at a current amount of approximately 
$25 million. Once property owners have 
been kicked out of the Basic Star Exemption 
program, they are removed forever. When 
they pay their taxes, they may qualify for the 
STAR rebate check. 

Since 1995, Putnam County has offered 
a two-year payment plan for those who are 
unable to pay their entire property tax bill 
on time. 

State Assemblyman Kevin Byrne (R), 

who represents Putnam County, could not 
be reached for comment.

Correction
In a front page photo published in the 

April 28 edition, it was incorrectly stated that 
Kristen Sheridan Neeson and Megan Booth 
displayed a banner showing their pride for 
the Putnam Valley Volunteer Ambulance 
Corps, where their Uncle Bill Sheridan is 
2nd Lieutenant, in front of New York Presby-
terian Hudson Valley Hospital. In fact, they 
were standing in front of the ambulance 
headquarters at 218 Oscawana Lake Road 
in Putnam Valley. Examiner Media regrets 
the error.

Odell Opposing Changes that 
Could Punish Homeowners
continued from page 1

More than 50 NYSEG vehicles drove 
through the campus of the Putnam Hospital 
Center in Carmel last week to pay tribute to 
healthcare professionals. 

Field crews from NYSEG, an AVANGRID 
company, coordinated this event to demon-
strate their appreciation for those working 
in the healthcare field and working to stop 
the spread of COVID-19 in our communities. 

“Everyone at NYSEG appreciates the 
hard work and commitment of those serv-
ing in our hospitals and the healthcare 
professions to aid our neighbors who are 
fighting COVID-19, and today’s convoy of 
vehicles is a just one way we’ve been able to 
demonstrate that appreciation,” said Carl A. 
Taylor, President and CEO of NYSEG. 

The event on April 29 was preceded by a 
donation of 50 prepared meals by to staff at 
the hospital on April 27.

“We are so grateful for the support and 

appreciation NYSEG showed the Putnam 
Hospital staff this morning,” hospital Presi-
dent Peter Kelly said. “They themselves are 
essential, frontline workers, and still took 
the time to hold a drive-by salute to our staff. 
Thank you for such an uplifting and inspir-
ing act of goodwill. It truly boosts every-
one’s spirits during this difficult time.” 

NYSEG crews continue their work as 
essential employees to ensure that energy 
service to our homes, hospitals and busi-
nesses is uninterrupted. As part of the com-
pany’s coronavirus response efforts, person-
nel have been inspecting electrical circuits 
that provide power to hospitals and other 
critical facilities. 

Last month, NYSEG, along with sister 
company RG&E, had donated 17,700 N95 
and surgical masks to the state’s COVID-19 
response effort to assist health care workers 
on the front lines.

NYSEG Honors PH Workers 

preservation purposes. HHLT pro-
vided critical financial assistance, 
and WLT will own and manage the 
land, with the goal of ultimately 
transferring it to New York State 
Parks’ ownership. The property 
will eventually be opened for public 
access with a trail system that links 

to the neighboring trails on state-
owned lands. 

The landowner, John Arm-
strong, said, “I’m so happy that 
the Westchester Land Trust and 
Hudson Highlands Land Trust 
protected this land. My family has 
had a connection to the property for 
more than 60 years—I roamed its 
wetlands and uplands when I was 

a boy. By protecting it, you have 
given us a great legacy. Thank you.”

“Land protection projects can be 
complex and require more resourc-
es than any one group has individu-
ally,” said Lori Ensinger, President 
of WLT. “A partnership like this one 
is a great model that we expect to 
continue in the future. We can get 
more done when we collaborate 

and each bring our own strengths 
to a project—such as land man-
agement planning, financing, legal 
expertise—and work toward our 
shared goals. In this case, people, 
plants, and animals are the real win-
ners.”

The HHLT is a community-
based, accredited, non-profit con-
servation organization with a mis-

sion to protect and preserve the 
natural resources, rural character 
and scenic beauty of the Hudson 
Highlands. The WLT works with 
public and private partners to pre-
serve land in perpetuity, and to 
enhance the natural resources in 
Westchester and eastern Putnam 
counties. 

42 Acres Preserved Adjacent to Wonder Lake Park in Kent
continued from page 1
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By Martin Wilbur

Gov. Andrew Cuomo laid out a detailed plan 
Monday to allow portions of New York State 
to enter the first reopening phase if a region 
meets a series of benchmarks on a multistep 
data-driven metric.

Cuomo said under guidelines released from 
the Centers for Disease Control, the goal is 
to diminish the rate of new infections while 
increasing the rate of diagnostic testing and 
contact tracing to specific levels for a reopening 
to take place. 

Cuomo said the factors will be driven by 
hard data, not based on whim or anecdotal 
reporting. Any reopening will not occur 
statewide, with upstate New York a virtual 
certainty to move forward before New York 
City, Long Island and other downstate areas, 
including Westchester, he said. The state has 
been divided into 10 regions.

“This is what local leaders, this is what a 
community has to deal with to reopen safely 
and intelligently in my opinion,” Cuomo said. 
“This can’t be we want to get out of the house, 
we’re going.”

New York PAUSE has shut down the state 
except for essential operations until May 15. 

For a region to reach a Phase I reopening, it 
must have at least 14 days of declines in total 
hospitalizations and deaths on its three-day 
rolling average; it cannot exceed 15 new cases 
or five new deaths on a three-day average; there 
must be less than two new COVID patients 
per 100,000 residents; a region’s hospitals 
must have at least a 30 percent vacancy in total 
hospital beds and ICU beds; and every hospital 
must have at least a 90-day supply of personal 
protection equipment (PPE), measured at the 
rate the equipment was being used during the 
height of the crisis.

Two other requirements revolve around 
testing. There must be 30 tests available 
for every 1,000 residents per month and a 
baseline of 30 contact tracers for every 100,000 
residents. On Apr. 25, Cuomo tabbed former 
New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg to 
help lead the recruitment of tracers statewide.

“May 15 regions can start to reopen and do 
their own analysis, but these are the facts that 
they have to have in place,” Cuomo said. “Start 
now, don’t wait to May 15.”

If the infection rate at any time exceeds 1.1 
transmissions per infected person in a region, 
the reopening processes would be stopped, he 
said.

As of Monday, five regions – Central New 
York, Finger Lakes, the North Country, the 
Southern Tier and the Mohawk Valley – meet 
five of the seven benchmarks to reopen. The 
Capital region and the Mid-Hudson Valley, 
which includes Westchester and Putnam 
counties, currently reach four of the seven. 
Meanwhile, New York City and Western New 
York, which includes Buffalo, meet three of the 
standards while Long Island meets only two.

Under the state’s blueprint, any region that 
meets the benchmarks will be able to enter the 
first of a four-phase reopening that is designed 
to balance the most important services 
and products with risk. Phase I includes 
construction, manufacturing and select retail 
for curbside pickup only.

Phase II takes in professional services, 
finance and insurance, retail, administrative 
support and real estate and rental leasing.

The third phase would bring restaurants and 

food services along with 
hotels on board while the 
fourth phase includes 
arts, entertainment, 
recreation and education.

Previously, Cuomo 
said there would have 
to be at least two weeks between the start of 
each phase in a region.

Along with all regions meeting these 
benchmarks, individual businesses would 
have to devise a safety plan before reopening, 
demonstrating how employees and the public 
are protected, Cuomo said.

The governor said the methodical approach 
is crucial to follow because he doesn’t want to 
see a repeat of what the state has endured over 

the past two months.
“Nobody wants to have 

gone through all of this 
and then start and have to 
stop again,” Cuomo said.

On Sunday, New York 
and six other Northeast 

states announced it would establish a 
consortium to buy (PPE) and other medical 
supplies.

New Jersey, Connecticut, Rhode Island, 
Massachusetts, Pennsylvania and Delaware 
will join New York to leverage their collective 
purchasing power to get a more competitive 
price for gowns, masks, gloves, ventilators and 
other items along with keeping each state’s 
hospitals properly outfitted with supplies, 

Cuomo said. 
It is the same seven-state partnership that 

was established last month to coordinate a 
regional reopening plan.

For much of the coronavirus crisis, 
governors have been left to their own devices, 
with some partnering with neighboring states 
because of the lack of basic medical equipment 
through the height of the crisis.

Last Saturday, the state released updated 
antibody testing figures, showing just over 
15,000 tests had been administered. The latest 
statistics show that 12.3 percent of those tested 
statewide have the COVID-19 antibodies, 
meaning that they had been infected with the 
virus and have recovered, which means they 
likely have some level of immunity.

Cuomo Unveils Methodical, Data-Driven Plan to Reopen State

CORONAVIRUS 
UPDATE

ON SALE IN STORE!DOZENS OF OTHER ITEMS

Now you can take us with you wherever 
you go! Download our Mobile App!

''The wines you want before you know you want them." 

THANKSGIVING WINE TASTING 
Saturday, NOVEMBER 17 • 12:00 - 5:00 pm 

Do your shopping early for the Holidays as we will be sampling a bunch of delicious wines 
that will pair well with all the trirnrnings on your Thanksgiving table! 

WEEKLY SPECIALS November 6 • 12 
Santa Luz Sauvignon Blanc ..................................... $6.97 
Colonia Las Liebres ................................................. $7 .97 
Bogle Merlot ............................................................ $7.97 
Santa Julia Organic Tempranillo ............................... $7 .97 
Man Family Sauvignon Blanc ................................... $7.97 
19 Crimes Red ........................................................ $7.97 
Pots De Vins Rouge ................................................. $8.97 
Sand Point Pinot Noir .............................................. $8.97 
The Great American Red .......................................... $8.97 
Steinig Gruner Veltliner ............................................ $8.97 
Veramonte Cabernet ................................................ $8.97 
Murphy-Goode Red .................................................. $9.97 
Relax Riesling .......................................................... $9.97 
Jelu Pinot Noir ....................................................... $10.97 
Ch. Lamothe De Haux White .................................. $11.97 
Tenuta La Favola Nero ............................................ $11.97 
Falchini Vernaccia .................................................. $11.97 
Thouars Les Georges Chinon .................................. $11.97 
Ch. De Valmar ....................................................... $11.97 
Guigal Cotes Du Rhone .......................................... $11.97 
Zenato Valpolicella ................................................ $11.97 
Durigutti Cabernet ................................................. $11.97 
Cecchin Chardonnay .............................................. $12.97 
Millbrook Tocai Friulano ......................................... $12.97 
North Fork Project Merlot ...................................... $12.97 
Coppola Claret ...................................................... $13.97 
Vistalago Red Blend .............................................. $13.97 
Louis Martini Sonoma Cabernet .. .......................... $13.97 
Skouras Saint George ............................................ $13.97 
Gut Hermannsberg Riesling Trocken ....................... $14.97 
La Crema Monterey Chardonnay ............................ $15.97 
L'echellette Bourgogne Rouge ............................... $15.97 
Rogue Vine ltata Blanco ........................................ $15.97 
Force Celeste Chenin Blanc ................................... $16.97 
Rolet Arbois Chardonnay ....................................... $19.97 
Ravines Pinot Noir ................................................. $19.97 

SPIRITS ON SALE 
Fleischmann's Vodka 1.75L ........................... $12.97 
Clan MacGregor Scotch 1.75L... .................... $19.97 
Arette Blanco Tequila 1L ............................... $20.97 
Sailor Jerry Spiced Rum 1L ........................... $24.97 
Hendrick's Gin 750ml .................................... $31.97 
Bulleit Bourbon 750ml .................................. $33.97 

DOZENS OF OTHER ITEMS 
ON SALE IN STORE! 

FREE 
DELIVERY! 
Did you know that you can have 

Northern Westchester's best 
selection of wines and spirits 

delivered right to your 
door ••• for free? 

Give us a call or check out our 
website for details. 

Apothic Freefall 
Red Sangria 

$9.97 $13.97 
Santa Margherita Oyster Bay 

Pinot Grigio Sauvignon Blanc 
$23.97 $11.97 
Grey Goose Ninety Plus 

Vodka Sauvlgnon Blanc 
1.75L $49.97 $9.97 

Donlnl McManis 
Plnot Grlglo Cabernet 

1.5L $9.97 $8.97 
Frenzy Ketel One 

Sauvignon Blanc Vodka 
$9.97 1.75L S39.97 

Hanging Vine Santi 
Cabernet Plnot Grlglo 
S9.97 S9.97 

Alma De Los Andes Dewar's 
Malbec Scotch 

WINES ON SALE THRU NOVEMBER! 
Smoking Loon Chardonnay ................................... $7.97 
Bogle Sauvignon Blanc ......................................... $7.97 
Tratturi Primitivo ................................................... $7.97 
C'est La Vie Rouge ............................................... $8.97 
Elsa Bianchi Torrontes .......................................... $8.97 
Root 1 Carmenere ................................................ $8.97 
Nederburg Cabernet ............................................. $8.97 
Hilanda Monastrell ............................................... $9.97 
Furst Dry Riesling 1L ............................................ $9.97 
Underwood Pinot Noir ........................................ $10.97 
Hahn Merlot ...................................................... $10.97 
Artner Zweigelt .................................................. $11. 9 7 
Ch. De Brague Bordeaux Red ............................ $11.97 
Vrac Cotes Du Rhone Rouge .............................. $11.97 
Dom Rottiers Beaujolais Villages ....................... $11.97 
Murgo Etna Bianco ............................................ $11.97 
Perrini Negroamaro ............................................ $11.97 
Farnatella Chianti .............................................. $11.97 
Argiolas Costamolino ......................................... $11.97 
Occam's Razor Columbia Red ............................ $11.97 
Marietta Old Lot Vat 67 Red .............................. $11.97 
Quinta De Alorna Cabernet.. .............................. $11.97 
La Cana Albarino ............................................... $12.97 
Triennes Viognier ............................................... $12.97 
Coume Du Roy Le Desir ..................................... $12.97 
James Petit Bourgueil ........................................ $13.97 
Felino Cabernet ................................................. $14.97 
Empire State Dry Riesling .................................. $15.97 
Clos Bellane Cotes Du Rhone Blanc .................. $15.97 
Bodegas Lan Rioja Reserve ............................... $15.97 
Cecchin Malbec Roble ....................................... $15.97 
Numanthia Termes ............................................. $16.97 
Meiomi Pinot Noir .............................................. $18.97 
Dom Chalet Pouilly Fuisse ................................. $19.97 
Gerard Millet Sancerre ....................................... $19.97 
Southern Right Pinotage .................................... $23.97 

MAGNUMS ON SALE 
Carta Vieja Sauvignon Blanc ........................ $7.97 
Estrella Chardonnay ...................................... $7.97 
Trapiche Malbec ........................................... $9.97 
Rapa Nui Sauvignon Blanc ........................... $9.97 
Cadonini Pinot Noir ...................................... $9.97 
Sutter Home White Zinfandel ........................ $9.97 
Beringer Pink Moscato ................................ $10.97 
Forest Glen Cabernet.. ................................ $10.97 
BV Red Blend ............................................. $10.97 $14.97 1.75L $34.97 Johnnie Walker Black 1L ............................... $51.97 Agustinos Merlot ........................................ $11.97 

� 
WESTCHESTER'S FINE WINE & SPIRITS DESTINATION All prices 

u•• � CHECK US OUT AT: www.suburbanwines.com !!:!:'.: 
uson r""-- MONDAY-SATURDAY 9am - 9pm • SUNDAY 12pm - 5pm • SALE STARTS NOVEMBER 6 through NOVEMBER 12 ot�:=se 

ROUTE 118 • YORKTOWN GREEN SHOPPING CENTER· YORKTOWN HEIGHTS, NY· 914-962-3100 
WE ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS • WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES • SALE PRICES ARE FOR STORE STOCK ONLY! 

MONDAY-SATURDAY 9am - 6pm • Sunday 12pm - 5 pm • May 5th to May 11th
 379 Downing Drive • Yorktown Heights, NY • 914-962-3100

Josh
Cabernet
$11.97

Cavit 
Pinot Grigio

$11.97
Blackstone 

Merlot
$7.97

Meiomi 
Pinot Noir
$17.97

 19 
Crimes Red

$7.97
 Santa Margherita  

Pinot Grigio
$21.97

Stolichnaya 
Vodka

$29.97
Kim Crawford 

Sauvignon Blanc
$12.97

Barefoot Chard,
Cab& Pinot Grigio

$9.97
Smirnoff 

Vodka
$18.971.5L

1.5L

Grey Goose 
Vodka

$39.97
Clos Du Bois 
Chardonnay

$9.97 1.5L 1.5L

Kendall Jackson 
Chardonnay  

$11.97
LaMarca 
Presecco
$15.97
Bombay 

Sapphire Gin
$38.97

Mondavi Bourbon 
Barrel Cabernet

$11.97
 Yellow Tail 

Pinot Grigio 
$9.97

 Ruffi no 
Chianti 
$9.97

1.75L

1.75L

1.75 L

1.5L

Hendricks 
Gin 

$29.97

Woodbridge Cab 
or Chardonnay

$9.97

1.75L

Jack 
Daniels
$47.971.75L

Ketel One 
Vodka

$37.971.75L

Tito’s 
Vodka 

$31.971.75L

Dewars 
Scotch
$32.971.75L

W I N E S  &  S P I R I T S

Call us at 914-962-3100 or visit our website 
WWW.SUBURBANWINES.COM for more information.

EXPRESS CURBSIDE PICK-UP& FREE LOCAL DELIVERY 

W I N E S  &  S P I R I T SW I N E S  &  S P I R I T SW I N E S  &  S P I R I T SW I N E S  &  S P I R I T SW I N E S  &  S P I R I T SSTORE 
UPDATE
STORE 

We have adjusted our business hours for the time being in order to better 
serve the public and keep everyone safe. Monday -Saturday 9am-6pm, 

Sunday 12pm - 5 pm. While we continue to be open, please continue 
to take advantage of our two most important services:

Happy Mother’s Day from
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628 Columbus Ave628 Columbus Ave
Thornwood, NYThornwood, NY

914-769-6077 914-769-6077 

 Mother’s Day Reservations  Mother’s Day Reservations 
For Carryout & DeliveryFor Carryout & Delivery

We will be open on Mother’s Day this year for 
Pre-Ordered Carryout & Catering ONLY. 

PLEASE PLAN AHEAD and Place your order 
no later than Thursday May 7, 2020. 

Other than pizza orders, we will not be able to 
accommodate orders not placed by cut-off  date.

Select from our Regular Menu, Catering Menu, or our 
Special Mother’s Day Family Menu below (Feeds 4)

•Sorry, NO SUBSTITUTIONS! 
Mother’s Day Family Menu 
must be placed no later than 

Thursday May 7, 2020
Call now to Place Your Order!

Plus 
Tax

Pre-Order Special*$$9999
Rice Balls (3)

Clams Oreganato (6)
Clams Casino (6)

Fried Zucchini
Mozzarella Sticks

Stuff ed Mushrooms (4) 
Spedini alla Romana 
Polenta Gorgonzola 
Mozzarella Caprese 
Mussels Marinara

Mussels Fra Diavolo 
Bruschetta

Cold Antipasto
Caesar Salad

Insalatina Salad
Minestrone Soup – Quart 

Pasta Fagioli Soup – Quart 
Individual Margherita Pizza

Penne alla Vodka 
Penne Silvio 

Rigatoni Rustico 
Rigatoni al Forno 

Gnocchi Bolognese 
Manicotti 

Lasagana di Casa 
Ravioli Marinara 
Fussilli Giardino 
Fussilli Bandiera

Broccoli Sautee
String Beans Garlic & Oil 

Escarole Sautee
Spinach Sautee

Roasted Potatoes
Fries

FRESH BREAD INCLUDED

Bottle of Merlot, Cabernet
Chardonnay or White Zinfandel 

OR 
Dessert Combo (Choose 2)

Tira Mi Su Cake • Chocolate 
Cake Limoncello Cake 

Nutella Pizza

Chicken Capricciosso 
Chicken Francese 
Chicken Marsala

 Chicken Monte Carlo 
Chicken Parmigiana 
Eggplant Rollatini 

Eggplant Parmigiana 
Mussels Marinara 

Mussels Fra Diavolo 
Snapper Livornese 
Salmon Salsa Verde

Appetiz� s (Ch� se 2)

Sides (Ch� se 2) Ch� se 1

Pasta (Ch� se 2) En	 ée (Ch� se 2)

www.silviosrestaurant.com
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By Martin Wilbur

Gov. Andrew Cuomo announced last 
Friday that all K-12 schools and colleges 
will be closed throughout New York State 
for the remainder of the academic year 
because of ongoing uncertainties created 
by the coronavirus emergency.

Cuomo said a decision on potential 
summer school sessions will be made at 
the end of May. He also called for districts 
to formulate a reopening plan.

The protections required for schools to 
socially distance their students and staff as 
well as arranging for transportation of the 
students makes it unrealistic to reopen in-
classroom learning during May and June, 
Cuomo said.

“We don’t think it’s possible to do it in 
a way that would keep our children and 
students and educators safe,” the governor 
said.

Cuomo said that in order to have on-site 
summer school sessions, a possibility that 
has been raised by some educators, there 
would need to be a drop or stabilization 
of the COVID-19 infection rate for a 
prolonged period of time. Schools can 
choose to continue remote learning 
through the summer, he said.

State Sen. Shelley Mayer (D-Yonkers), 
chair of the Senate’s Education Committee, 
applauded last week’s decision.

“I commend the decision of Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo to continue to keep school 
buildings closed for the remainder of the 
academic year,” Mayer said. “Parents, 
teachers, administrators and all other staff 
deserve the security of widespread testing, 
disinfecting and diminished contagion 
rates before our buildings reopen and 
traditional schooling resumes.

Cuomo said districts should start 
preparing reopening plans that include 
how officials would space students in 
classrooms, cafeterias and other areas 
of school grounds, a task that Cuomo 
acknowledged will be challenging.

However, he would not commit to 
whether schools may need to continue 
distance learning in September.

“There’s no decision on the fall because 
the fall is a long time away,” Cuomo said.

School Board Elections, Budget 
Votes Set

Late last Friday, Cuomo signed an 
executive order that scheduled the annual 
Board of Education elections and school 
budget votes for Tuesday, June 9.

However, the election will be by 
absentee ballot only. There will be no in-
person voting on that date, according to the 
New York State School Boards Association 
(NYSSBA). School districts must send out 
an absentee ballot to all qualified voters.

Candidates may submit a petition to get 

on the ballot by Monday, May 11. But there 
will be no requirement for a candidate 
to collect signatures if they have not 
submitted it already. All other eligibility 
requirements remain in effect.

Cuomo’s executive order also 
rescheduled the village elections for 
Tuesday, Sept. 15. Originally scheduled for 
Mar. 18, they were pushed back to Apr. 28, 
then postponed again.

Schools to Remain Closed Through Rest of Academic Year

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO

All school buildings throughout New York State will remain empty through at least June 30. A decision 
on summer school will be made before the end of May.
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We apologize for any  
inconvenience and appreciate 

your understanding during this 
difficult time. We hope everyone  

stays safe and healthy. 
Thank you, 

Robert & Mary Sniffen, Owners 
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By Martin Wilbur

The family of Rowena Jacque Lodes had 
been looking forward to celebrating her 
100th birthday for several years. 

Last Saturday, May 2, the big day finally 
arrived, but with social distancing protocols 
in effect, the celebration took on a much 
different look than planned.

Instead of going to a restaurant in 
Connecticut, Lodes, who is affectionately 
known as DeeDee, saw her family arrange 
to have the Lake Mohegan Fire Department 
lead a birthday procession with horns and 
sirens blaring around the parking lot at 
the Wynwood Oaks complex in Shrub Oak 
where she lives.

Close to 20 vehicles, including relatives’ 
cars with balloons tied on, followed the fire 
trucks as family waved to Lodes. She had 
the best, and safest, view of anyone of the 
celebration – from her second-floor terrace.

“We have been talking about her 
100th birthday since she was in her early 
nineties,” said Deborah Arbucci, one of her 
granddaughters. “Then every time she got 
sick or any time she had to go to the hospital 
or anything happened, it was always ‘You 
have to wait till your 100th birthday. You 
can’t go now.’”

Lodes waved to all the well-wishers 
below with a sign draped over the side of 
the terrace saying “Happy 100th Birthday 
DeeDee.”

Her neighbors at Wynwood Oaks cheered 
her from below. Rosemarie Toscano said 
that Lodes is an inspiration because she’s 

full of life, a spry woman who before the 
coronavirus struck, would be regularly seen 
walking and driving her bright red Hynudai 
Elantra around town.

“It shows that actions speak louder than 
words,” Toscano said. “What does that tell 
you? (She’s) a very well-loved woman.”

Arbucci said her grandmother was born 
in Buffalo and spent part of her childhood 
there, before her family moved to Ohio.

Lodes met her husband at the 1940 
World’s Fair in New York, which she was 
attending as a model for Dupont Industries, 

and he was a scientist for the company. They 
had two children and five grandchildren. 
Lodes now has 10 great-grandchildren, 
Arbucci said.

She raised her children, and after her 
divorce, worked as an interior designer. In 
fact, she continues to knit, crochet and paint

“She’s very artsy. She paints, she still 
does acrylic painting and stuff,” Arbucci said. 
“She’s very, very artsy, very creative.”

Lodes also reads voraciously, making sure 
to keep her mind sharp, she said.

In the parking lot was Yorktown Town 
Clerk Diana Quast, who was representing 
the town for the unusual 100th birthday 
party. It was a dose of badly needed good 

news.
“What a celebration,” said Quast. “I’m 

glad we were able to participate and we’re 
glad to be here.”

The biggest disappointment for her 
grandmother, Arbucci said, was that DeeDee 
wanted a chance to show her appreciation to 
all the special people in her life, including 
extended family, friends and even the local 
postal workers and her doctors.

“She wanted to have everyone there, 
but she wanted to turn it around and thank 
everyone else, and thank everyone who’s 
a part of her life instead,” Arbucci said. 
“Instead of singing ‘Happy Birthday,’ she 
wanted to say thank you.”

Family, Neighbors Pay Tribute to Shrub Oak Woman on Her 100th Birthday

Part of the procession of cars driven by family members that had followed trucks from the Lake 
Mohegan Fire Department.
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her in the parking lot at Wynwood Oaks in Shrub 
Oak on her 100th birthday last Saturday.
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A wrong-way driver on the Saw Mill 
River Parkway in Mount Pleasant collided 
with another vehicle last Tuesday night 
seriously injuring the woman who was 
operating the other car.

Westchester County police reported that 
at about 10:30 p.m., Anthony Rodriguez, 
42, of Yonkers, the driver of a 2019 Honda 
Pilot, turned left from Grant Street in 
Pleasantville onto the northbound lanes of 
the parkway and headed southbound.

Just north of Marble Avenue in 
Thornwood, Rodriguez’s vehicle crashed 
into a 2008 Volkswagen GTI driven by 
Shanigwa Dickerson, 32, of Danbury, 
Conn. Dickerson’s car was also struck by 
another vehicle that was traveling behind 

hers in the northbound lanes.
Dickerson was transported to 

Westchester Medical Center in Valhalla 
by the Pleasantville Volunteer Ambulance 
Corps, police said. She was in critical but 
stable condition Wednesday morning. 
Rodriguez and three occupants in the third 
care were not seriously injured.

Police said that no charges have 
been filed against Rodriguez at this 
time, although the incident remains 
under investigation by members of the 
Westchester County Police Accident 
Investigation Unit and detectives from the 
General Investigations Unit.

--Martin Wilbur

Woman Seriously Injured in 
Wrong-Way Saw Mill Crash 
in Mount Pleasant

By Martin Wilbur

A Bedford man who caused a fatal accident 
on Route 172 last December was arraigned 
last Thursday on multiple charges, including 
five felony counts, in the crash that claimed 
the life of a 22-year-old Pound Ridge man.

Robert Schuster, 51, was charged with 
two counts each of aggravated vehicular 
homicide, a Class B felony and first-degree 
vehicular manslaughter, a Class C felony 
and second-degree manslaughter, Town of 
Bedford police said. 

Schuster, a defense attorney, was also 
charged with two counts of driving while 
intoxicated and one count of reckless 
driving, both misdemeanors.

A Westchester County grand jury 
indictment was unsealed Thursday following 
an extensive investigation. Schuster was 
arraigned before county Court Judge David 
Zuckerman.

On the evening of Dec. 16 at about 9:20 
p.m., Diego Trejo, a former Mount Kisco 
resident and Fox Lane High School graduate, 
was on his way home while driving his 2004 
Acura TSX near the Fox Lane campus. A 
2018 BMW 7501 driven by Schuster crossed 
over the double yellow lines causing a head-
on collision with the Trejo’s car, police said. 
Trejo was pronounced dead at the scene.

Schuster was transported to Westchester 

Medical Center and treated for minor 
injuries.

Trejo was attending Westchester 
Community College and had been 
volunteering at the Boys & Girls Club of 
Northern Westchester in Mount Kisco at 
the time of his death.

As required by the state bail legislation, 
Schuster was released on his own 
recognizance and was ordered to surrender 
his driver’s license and passport. He is due 
to return to court on June 16.

Bedford Attorney Charged 
With Vehicular Homicide, 
DWI in Fatal Crash 
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Obituaries
Patricia Othmer

Patricia Helen Othmer, 92, a longtime 
Mahopac resident, passed away peacefully in 
her sleep on Apr. 25.  

She was born in East Orange, N.J. on Mar. 
8, 1928, to Hazel (née Eismann) and Patrick 
Conway.

As a child during the Great Depression, 
Othmer’s family moved frequently around 
New York and New Jersey with her father’s 
construction business. She would say, “We 
moved to where the work was in order to 
feed the family.”  

Othmer graduated from Bryant High 
School in Queens and began working as a 
professional model. She graced the covers of 
several fashion magazines and even worked 
with Lucille Ball. She loved reflecting upon 
the adventures she had as a young model 
in the 1940s, including the times she had 
dinner with Joe DiMaggio and boxing champ 
Billy “The Pittsburgh Kid” Conn.

She met the love of her life, Richard T. 
Othmer Sr., shortly after he returned from 
the Pacific theater, where he’d served in 
the U.S. Army during World War II.  They 
quickly fell in love, and she agreed to quit 
modeling and marry him under the condition 
that they settle down in one area. The couple 
decided to “move up the line” to Putnam due 
to her deep family roots in the county. In the 

1850s, her great-grandfather and his family 
were communicants at Our Lady of Loretto 
Catholic Church in Cold Spring while he 
served in the U.S. Army at West Point.  

On June 12, 1949, Pat and Richard were 
married at St. Rose of Lima Church in 
Manhattan. They subsequently moved to 
Lake Baldwin, into the first of several homes 
Richard would build in Mahopac over the 
years.

Over the course of 70 years in Mahopac, 
Othmer built a life worth celebrating, with 
Richard by her side until he passed in 2005. 
They raised four children, all of whom settled 
down to raise their own families in Mahopac 
and Carmel. For decades, she managed the 
books and office for the family construction 
business.  She also opened the Patti-Jean 
Shoppe in downtown Mahopac, a women’s 
clothing store, which she owned and operated 
with her daughters in the 1970s.  

Pat and Richard loved Putnam County and 
were extremely involved in their community, 
with Richard serving as the Town of Carmel 
supervisor from 1983 to 1995. The Othmers 
were parishioners of St. John the Evangelist 
Church, where Pat was president of the 
Altar-Rosary Society. Additionally, she served 
as treasurer of the Lake Mahopac Beach 
Association and as president of the Putnam 
County Democratic Club. She was also a 
member of the Lake Mahopac Garden Club 
and the Daughters of the Union Veterans of 

the Civil War.  
She was an avid bridge player and met 

weekly to play with her good friends, Mary 
Kellogg, Inez Veschi, Bea Fenninger, Mary 
Lou O’Connor, Pat Carr, Diana Dwyer, Regina 
Morini and Eleanor Challou. 

On Mar. 8, immediately following the 
Mahopac St. Patrick’s Day Parade, Pat and 
her large, extended family gathered at her son 
Jimmy’s house to celebrate her 92nd birthday. 
As she had throughout her life, she held true to 

her deep sense of patriotism by insisting she 
was “100 percent American” and refusing to 
acquiesce to her Irish heritage. (Nonetheless, 
her children were always dressed in green on 
St. Paddy’s Day.)

Othmer was predeceased by her husband, 
Richard; daughter Karen Spallina in 2017; 
son-in-law Paul Wollman (U.S. Marine Corps 
in Vietnam) last month; brother and sister-in-
law Jack and Doris Conway of Miller Place, 
N.Y.; and sister-in-law Nancy Conway of 
Tucson, Ariz. She is survived by daughter 
Patti-Jean Wollman of Poughkeepsie; son-in-
law Joseph Spallina of Mahopac; son Richard Jr. 
(Irene) of Kent; son James (Judy) of Mahopac; 
brother Eugene Conway of Tucson, Ariz.; 
14 grandchildren, Jason (Jackie), Lori, Jesse 
(Jaime-Lynn), Joey (Trishia), Matt (Laura), 
Susie (Oliver), James, Jaclyn, Jayne, Thomas 
(Melissa), Jillian, Alex, Isabel and Jamie; 11 
great-grandchildren, Rachel, Sophia, Casey, 
Paul, Brody, Lily, Ellie, Carly, Annie, Savannah 
and Lorraine; and many nieces, nephews, 
cousins and friends.  

Cremation services were held privately. 
A memorial Mass to celebrate Othmer’s life 
will be announced once we can resume safely 
gathering.

In lieu of flowers, please consider making a 
donation in Patricia’s memory to St. John the 
Evangelist Food Pantry, 221 East Lake Blvd., 
Mahopac, N.Y. 10541 (www.regionalfoodbank.
net).
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Patricia Othmer

Harvey Chambers

Harvey Chambers, a White Plains resident, 
died on Apr. 22. He was 91. 

Chambers is survived by daughter, Adrienne 
Chambers Jones, son Brian Chambers as 
well as grandchildren Deanna Jones, Ashley 
Ramirez and Melody Chambers. He was a 
longtime member of Grace Episcopal Church 
in White Plains.

He was born in Statesville, N.C. and grew 
up in New York City. He was a 47-year resident 
of White Plains, where he lived with his wife 
Lorraine until her passing in November 2007. 

He was a U.S. Army veteran, a social worker 
by trade and retired as an administrator from 
Harlem Valley State Hospital. Post-retirement, 
Chambers was a professor at Westchester 
Community College. He was a dedicated family 
man and very proud to have sent both children 
to his alma matter, New York University, for 

undergraduate or graduate studies. 
Chambers was a fairly quiet man who spent 

countless hours listening to jazz music, reading 
and working on his home. Although quiet, 
he loved a good debate and had an infectious 
laugh. With his wife Lorraine, Chambers 
traveled the world – China, South Africa and 
numerous countries throughout Europe and 
South America. 

Upon returning from their trips, he 
memorialized their adventures through 
beautiful photography. He was a loving father, 
always present at his children’s events and 
consistently providing opportunities for them 
to learn and grow. He was also a proud and 
loving grandfather and found exceptional joy 
when his grandchildren came to visit. 

Arrangements were handled by Ballard-
Durand Funeral Home in White Plains.

Margaret Sabatino

Margaret R. Sabatino, a Cortlandt 
resident, died peacefully at home on Apr. 
16. She was 90. 

Sabatino was born on Mar. 25, 1930, in 
Peekskill to Kenneth and Ruth Lancaster 
Croft. On Sept. 2, 1951, she married John 
S. Sabatino Sr. at Assumption Church in 
Peekskill, who predeceased her in 2008. 

Margaret (Margie) was a loving wife, 
mother and grandmother. She loved being 
surrounded by her family, especially 
during holidays where she would wrangle 
everyone into playing cards. In earlier 
years, she was an avid bowler. Everyone 
knew her love of scratch-off Lotto tickets 
and taking trips to Empire City Casino in 
Yonkers. She was an active member of the 
Town of Cortlandt Senior Center where 
she enjoyed playing Pokeno with her 

friends. 
Sabatino is survived by her four 

children, Linda Hibbs (David Johnson) of 
Menlo Park, Calif., John S. Sabatino Jr. and 
his wife, Donna, of Riverview, Fla., Donna 
Sabatino of Fishkill and Lisa Presutti and 
her husband, Robert, of Poughkeepsie; 
two grandchildren, Michael and Jenna 
Presutti; a brother, Edwin Croft; and sister 
Barbara Paonessa. She was predeceased 
by two brothers, Kenneth Croft Jr. and 
James Croft. 

Donations may be made to Hospice of 
Westchester, 1025 Westchester Ave., Suite 
200, White Plains, N.Y. 10604 or at www.
hospiceofwestchester.org. Joseph Nardone 
Funeral Home handled the arrangements.
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The Chappaqua Central School District 
announced last week that a Long Island 
educator will be the new principal at Robert 
E. Bell Middle School.

Joseph Wiener, the principal at Lynbrook 
South Middle School for the last two years, 
will take over his new position starting July 
1.

“I’m excited to join the wonderful team 
of educators at Bell Middle School and 
meet the talented students and families in 
Chappaqua,” Wiener said.

Wiener began his career as a high school 
biology teacher in New York City, then 
continued in that capacity at Jericho High 
School in Jericho. In 2007, he was named 
assistant principal of Jericho Middle School, 
serving for 10 years before transitioning to 
his current role in Lynbrook. 

During his time at 
Jericho Middle School, 
Wiener developed 
the master schedule, 
oversaw the integration 
of the Olweus Bullying 
Prevention Program and 
led the transition to a 
standards-based grading 
system. He helped 
expedite the team at 
Jericho Middle School that 
led to the school being 
named a national School 
to Watch by The National 
Forum to Accelerate 
Middle-Grades Reform.

He is an active member 
of the New York State 

Middle School Principal 
Association and is on the 
planning committee for 
EdCamp Long Island, an 
annual “unconference” 
where educators from 
across the region engage 
in meaningful dialogue 
about pedagogy, practice 
and learning. 

Wiener has also 
presented at local and state 
educational conferences 
on topics from successfully 
leading Next Generation 
Science Standards 
integration at the middle 
school level to unlocking 
the power of social media 

for educators.
“Joseph has been described by colleagues 

as a brilliant, passionate and enthusiastic 
middle school educator and leader,” said 
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Christine 
Ackerman. “He has a strong track record of 
developing deep relationships with faculty, 
students and families based on listening to 
the needs of the school community. We know 
Joseph will make a positive impact and we’re 
thrilled to welcome him to Chappaqua.”

Wiener received his bachelor’s degree 
from Tufts University, where he was a 
double major in biology and English. He also 
has masters’ degrees in education in literacy 
from Long Island University and school 
leadership and supervision from Touro 
College. 

He lives on Long Island with his family.

Chappaqua Names L.I. Educator New Bell Middle School Principal
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Joseph Wiener, who was named the 
new principal at Robert E. Bell Middle 
School in Chappaqua last week. He 
will lead the school starting July 1.

By Martin Wilbur

Westchester County began 
antibody testing on Monday in White 
Plains, prioritizing first responders 
before members of the general 
public will have the opportunity.

About 400 people will be tested 
each day at the County Center by 
personnel from Westchester Medical 
Center, County Executive George 
Latimer said last Friday. County 
police officers along with members 
of Westchester’s health, corrections 
and probation departments will be 

tested first. 
That will be followed by police 

officers, firefighters and EMS 
personnel from the county’s cities, 
towns and villages, Latimer said. 
Volunteer firefighters and EMTs 
will also be included. The testing is 
voluntary, he said.

“These are people we need to 
have on the job, our police, our 
firefighters, our EMS people, 
healthy and on the job,” Latimer 
said. “When we have a significant 
number of vacancies where too 
many people are home sick, we can’t 

provide the level of service we need 
to provide.”

He expected that it would take 
a few weeks to complete antibody 
testing for all of the frontline 
workers. Then the general public 
could be scheduled for testing. No 
process has been established to 
determine a priority for the public at 
large, Latimer noted. 

Local first responders can 
schedule the tests through the 
municipality they serve, whether 
it be a department chief, an 
administrator or manager or the 

chief elected officer, Latimer said.
Antibody tests determine who 

has had the virus and is likely to 
have some level of immunity from 
COVID-19. It can also identify 
which people can donate blood, and 
the plasma can be given to patients 
battling the virus as a treatment, 
Latimer said.

Westchester’s death toll reached 
1,101 through Sunday. However, 
active cases in the county have 
continued to drop, and stood at 5,791 
on Monday, nearly half of its peak, 
Latimer said. Hospitalizations from 

COVID-19 have also fallen to 664, 
down from a high of nearly 1,200 
during the height of the crisis.

Also, 85 percent of the deaths in 
Westchester have been people 60 
years old and up, while those who 
are 70 and older account for nearly 
two-thirds of the victims.

In Putnam County, there have 
been 1,144 confirmed cases, 73 of 
which are active, through Friday. 
There have been 45 deaths in 
Putnam.

W’chester Begins Antibody Testing of First Responders, Law Enforcement
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Man Killed in Croton-on-Hudson 
After Stealing Motorcycle

Obituaries

By Rick Pezzullo

A Brooklyn man was killed in Croton-
on-Hudson Sunday during a police chase 
stemming from a stolen motorcycle.

At about 4:15 p.m., state police 
from the Cortlandt barracks initiated a 
traffic stop of a stolen 2019 Kawasaki 
motorcycle at Annsville Circle 
in Cortlandt. The operator of the 
motorcycle, Damian Simmons, 38, 
immediately fled southbound on Route 
9 at a high rate of speed toward the City 
of Peekskill.  

The pursuit ended when the 
motorcycle collided with a Nissan Altima 

traveling in the same direction. Simmons 
was ejected from the motorcycle north 
of the Croton Point Avenue exit in the 
Village of Croton-on-Hudson. 

Life-saving measures were initiated 
at the scene by troopers, and then 
taken over by responding EMS 
personnel. Simmons was transported to 
Westchester Medical Center, where he 
later succumbed to his injuries.   

State police were assisted by the 
Westchester County Police Department, 
Croton Police Department, Croton Fire 
Department, as well as the Croton and 
Ossining EMS. 

Shirley Jean Owens

Shirley Jean Owens was born on Apr. 4, 
1933, in Yonkers and entered into eternal life 
on Apr. 23. She passed peacefully at her home 
in Monticello, Minn. surrounded by loved 
ones. 

After raising her family in Yorktown 
Heights, she and her husband, Doug, retired 
to Palm Coast, Fla. Last June, she relocated to 
Minnesota to live with family.

Owens was known for her ability to light 
up a room with just a smile, making everyone 
she met feel special. She loved going to plays, 
dinner shows, concerts and any other type of 
adventure with those she befriended along 
the way. She was a wonderful and loving 
mother, grandmother, great-grandmother and 
friend.

On Mar. 27, 2020, Shirley expressed her 
desire to become a member of the Catholic 
Church. The following day, Fr. Peter Richards, 
from St. Michael Catholic Church, gave 
Shirley her first communion and confirmation 
as she beamed with joy the entire time. 

Owens was predeceased by her true 
love, Douglas. She was also predeceased by 
her parents, Myrtle and Norman Lent; her 
daughters, Linda Garrett and Karen Yiambilis; 
and son Douglas Owens Jr. She is survived by 
her son, Keith Martin; daughters Jean (Dave) 
Klaus and Sue Van Nooy; daughter in-law 
Donna Owens and and son in-law Michael 
Garrett; 15 grandchildren, Danielle and Brian 
Dehmer, Tara Peat, Andrea Martin, Raquel 

Gordon, Douglas and Amy Owens, Daina 
Owens, Daniel and Allison Owens, Johnathan 
Klaus, Billy Van Nooy, Kayleigh Van Nooy, 
Gus Yiambilis and Eleni Yiambilis; and 18 
great-grandchildren, Kaylei, Eric, Rylee, 
Kenneth, Joseph, Elizabeth, Nicole, Dougie, 
Lucy, Davey, Georgie, Emma, Abby, William, 
Austin, Zoe, Angelo and Kalista.

The family would like to give a special 
thank you to Jolene Stang for all her care, 
compassion and love she provided to Shirley.

Mom, Grandma, Nanny, Shirley: You 
touched so many lives over the years. We will 
hold you in our hearts forever.

Funeral services will be held at St. Michael 
Catholic Church on Friday, May 8 at noon 
(EDT). The mass can be viewed live at www.
stmcatholicchurch.org. She will be buried in 
Amawalk Hill Cemetery in Yorktown Heights.

Shirley Jean Owens

Gilda Ferrara

Gilda Ferrara, a longtime resident of 
Heritage Hills in Somers and formerly of 
Yonkers, passed away on Apr. 25 at the age 
of 93.

Ferrara was born in Yonkers to Nicholas 
and Filomina Sarubbi and attended Yonkers 
public schools. She married Alfred (Fred) 
Ferrara in 1950, and they were the very 
first residents to move into Heritage 
Hills in January 1975. Ferrara worked as 
an electronic component tester at Curtis 
Electronics in Mount Kisco before retiring 
in 1985.

She attended St. Joseph’s Church and was 

a member of the Somers Senior’s Club.
Ferrara is survived by a daughter and son-

in-law, Karen and Nicholas Dator, and a son 
and daughter-in-law, Fred and Clara Ferrara. 
She is also survived by five grandchildren, 
Jill Ruhs (née Ferrara), Nicole Petre (née 
Dator), Kathryn Wettje (née Ferrara), 
Michael Dator and John Ferrara, as well as 
four great-grandchildren, Lucas and Ella 
Ruhs, Emily Wettje and Douglas Petre. She 
was predeceased by her husband in 2008.

A memorial mass in her honor will be held 
at a later date.

Patrick Hartnett

Patrick (Pat) Hartnett, a Yorktown resident, 
died peacefully on Apr. 26. He was 89. 

Hartnett had earned the nickname “Fightin’ 
Pat” due to his ability to persevere through 
any circumstance. Born in County Limerick, 
Ireland, he was one of seven children: Michael, 
Mary, Sadie, Joan, John; he is survived by his 
brother, Mossie. 

As a child he resided in the townland of 
Ballybrown and was raised by his single father, 
John Hartnett, with whom he worked and 
raised horses. In 1948, Hartnett arrived in 
the U.S. and took up residence on Alexander 
Avenue in Yonkers. In 1951, while serving in 
the U.S. Army during the Korean War, he was 
seriously wounded and awarded the Purple 
Heart for his valor while spending a year in the 
hospital recovering from his injuries. 

In 1956, he became the loving husband to his 
late wife, Trudy Hartnett. He and his wife were 
Yonkers residents for 47 years, raising five 
children. He was a self-educated entrepreneur, 
owning his own Wise Potato Chip business in 

New York City. He frequently worked 12- to 
16-hour days to support his family and provide 
them the life he never knew growing up. 

Hartnett was extremely personable and 
loved speaking with a variety of people. He 
didn’t look to command a room’s attention. 
His gift was his ability to connect on a one-
to-one level with everyone. His overall faith 
and positive disposition made for a truly happy 
life. He genuinely loved the U.S. and spent 
the majority of his well-earned retirement as 
an active member of the Military Order of the 
Purple Heart.

He is survived by his five children, Patricia, 
John, Kathleen, Michael and James. Also, he 
was especially grateful to be a part of his eight 
grandchildren’s lives: John Michael, Flynn, 
Haley, Kayleigh, Jillian, Chip, Patrick and 
Hannah. 

A wake was held at Yorktown Funeral Home 
in Shrub Oak on May 2. Due to the COVID-19 
restrictions, the viewing was private but 
streamed live across the internet.

William Lapolla

William E. Lapolla, a Somers resident, 
died on Apr. 26. He was 71.

Lapolla was born to Olga and Mario 
Lapolla on Dec. 11, 1948, in New Rochelle. 
He graduated from Iona Preparatory in New 
Rochelle and completed his formal education 
at Mercy College in White Plains after 
serving his country in the United States 
Army.

He was a loving husband, father, 
grandfather and friend. He was loved by all 

who knew him. He retired from IBM in 1999 
after working there for 32 years. He then 
took his managerial skills to AT&T until 
2008.

Lapolla is survived by his wife, Judie; his 
children, Scott and Kenny (wife Lee); five 
grandchildren, Brendan, Emily, Mia, Jack 
and Alex; and his sister, Elizabeth Doherty. 
He was predeceased by his parents and two 
brothers, Kenny and Nick.

Robert Sullivan

Robert David Sullivan (Bob) of Chappaqua 
and Ridgefield, Conn. passed away on Apr. 29 
with family by his side. 

Sullivan was a longtime Chappaqua 
resident, volunteering at Saint John and St. 
Mary Church and coaching numerous sports 
teams for his children. He was a member of 
Willowbrook Swim & Tennis Club for over 
50 years, and above all, was a role model in 
the community. He was strongly seeded in 
his work ethic and faith and his family were 
paramount in the way he lived his life. For 
those fortunate enough to cross paths with 
Bob, he was forever a friend.  

Sullivan was born Sept. 6, 1929, in Roselle 
Park, N.J. and moved to Brooklyn, where he 
spent his childhood and attended schools until 
he enlisted in the Army. He served in Bavaria, 
Germany as an athletic director for the troops. 
He spent 26 years in the New York City Fire 
Department, starting his career at Engine 
Co. 217 in Bedford-Stuyvesant, Brooklyn and 
ending his career as a lieutenant at Ladder 36 
on Fordham Road in the Bronx.  

He was the son of Joseph and Cecilia 
Sullivan. He is preceded in death by his 
brother, Joseph, sister Sheila, daughter Karen 
Anne and son Robert David. He is survived 
by the love of his life, his wife Dolores of 62 
years; children Bob Sullivan (Cathy) of Darien 
Conn., Marianne Sipple (Greg) of Great 
Falls, Va., Kerri Glass of Ridgefield, Conn., 
Chris (Katherine) of New Canaan, Conn.; 

and his brother, Donald (Marie) of Portland, 
Maine. He was loved and adored by his 11 
grandchildren, Bobby Sullivan, Kate Sullivan, 
Kevin Sullivan, Sara Sullivan, Annie Sullivan, 
Charlie Sipple, Kimberly Sipple, Stephanie 
Sipple, Madison Glass, Avery Glass and Alex 
Glass.

A celebration of his life will be held at 
a later date. In lieu of flowers, the family 
requests that donations be made to either the 
Chappaqua Public Library or the Ridgefield 
Library for programs for the visually impaired.

Robert Sullivan
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By Martin Wilbur

A longtime White Plains firefighter 
who was on the verge of retiring from the 
department later this year lost his battle to 
COVID-19 late last week.

Deputy Chief Edward Ciocca, a nearly 
35-year veteran and a third-generation 
firefighter of the department, died on May 
1 due to complications from the disease 
at White Plains Hospital, said the city’s 
Public Safety Commissioner David Chong. 
Ciocca’s obituary that was posted on the 
McMahon, Lyon & Hartnett Funeral Home 
website said he was 62 years old.

“My heart as a commissioner is broken 
and the department’s heart is broken,” 
said Chong, who counted Ciocca as a 
friend. “We lost him way too soon. He 
was going to retire. He was talking about 
retiring after this summer, and it’s just an 
awful tragedy.”

Ciocca was a lifelong White Plains 
resident and followed his father and 
grandfather into the department, Chong 
said. He worked his way up to deputy 
chief, which put him in charge of the entire 
shift and required him to visit all of the 
city’s five firehouses, he said. 

Earlier in the coronavirus crisis Ciocca 
had been initially hospitalized, but was 

released and given oxygen to use at home. 
He had to return to the hospital where he 
died last Friday.

Chong said that when Ciocca was in 
charge of a fire scene, it was a huge relief 
to him as commissioner because he knew 
the situation would be handled properly.

“He had proven that to me for over 
10 years as the commissioner of White 
Plains and also a couple of years as deputy 
commissioner of White Plains,” Chong 
said. “An absolute, absolute superman of a 
person.”

Ciocca was born Apr. 28, 1958, in White 
Plains to JoAnn MacDonald Ryan and the 
late Adelmo Ciocca. He was a beloved 
father and son who enjoyed going to 
Oakland Raiders and Chicago Blackhawks 
games with his family.

In a tribute posted on the White Plains 
Professional Firefighters Facebook page, 
the union called Ciocca “a devoted fireman, 
a stalwart leader and a caring friend.” His 
passing creates a significant void for the 
department and the city.

“A consummate professional, he was 
always calm, cool and collected whether 
inside a burning building or in command of 
operations from the outside,” the posting 
stated. “He cared for his men deeply as if 
they were his sons, and always put first 

the well-being of not only them but their 
families as well.”

County Executive George Latimer 
said Monday that Ciocca was one of 
three firefighters around the county that 
were lost since late last week. Andrew 
DiMaggio, a captain and a 31-year veteran 
of the New Rochelle Fire Department 
and a fire instructor, died from COVID-19 
while Mount Vernon firefighter also died 
last weekend. The cause of Le Selva’s 
death wasn’t released.

Latimer said flags on county property 
will continue to fly at half-mast to honor 
the first responders and all 1,101 county 
residents who have died since the start of 
the pandemic.

“These are people whose lives matter,” 
Latimer said of the firefighters. “They gave 
their service in each of their professional 
lives to the rest of us fighting fires and now 
they have been lost to us through COVID.”

Besides his mother JoAnn, Ciocca is 
survived by his daughter, Brianna Ciocca, 
of Elmsford; two sisters, Kim Treacy of 
Fishkill and Tracey Bonaro of Clifton Park, 
N.Y.; and his girlfriend, Maureen Nestor 
Brown.

A fire department funeral was scheduled 
for Tuesday at 1 p.m. at McMahon, Lyon 
& Hartnett Funeral Home in White Plains. 

In lieu of flowers, donations to the 
American Nurses Foundation at www.
nursingworld.org would be appreciated.

Longtime White Plains Firefighter Dies From COVID-19

Edward Ciocca, a third-generation White Plains 
firefighter, died last Friday from the coronavirus.
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While everyone is social distancing, 
music is more important than ever to bring 
hope, calm and joy to the community. The 
Music Conservatory of Westchester will 
present Keep the Music Playing: A Virtual 
Concert for the Community to be streamed 
online this Friday, May 8 at noon. 

More than plan 100 students, faculty, 
alumni and special friends plan to 
participate with musical performances 
from their homes. Audiences can expect 
a variety of genres and instruments with 
some fun surprise guests. 

It is the first of three consecutive Friday 
virtual concerts, all of which begin at noon.

“Music has always been a source of 

inspiration, joy and comfort in all types of 
circumstances,” Executive Director Jean 
Newton said. “It is especially important 
in times of crisis. Music brings people 
together, and in today’s world we’re so 
lucky to have the capacity to do this even 
if we can’t all be in the same room.”

Tony Award-winning composer and 
lyricist Marc Shaiman (“Hairspray,” 
“Mary Poppins Returns”), WQXR radio 
broadcaster Elliott Forrest, Tony Award-
nominated singer-actress Melissa Errico 
and more special guests will be featured in 
the virtual concert.

As a nonprofit music school, the 
conservatory is dedicated to providing 
the extraordinary benefits of music 
to all in our community. The school’s 
signature mission-based programs include 
a scholarship program for financially-
deserving students to pursue their 
musical dreams, Music Therapy Program 
for children and adults with disabilities and 
the Healing Our Heroes music therapy 
program for U.S. military veterans. 

More than 3,000 students from 
Westchester and surrounding areas are 
served by the Music Conservatory of 

Westchester each year. 
“Our entire conservatory community 

is getting involved,” said Marketing and 
Communications Manager Adriana Rivera. 
“We are thrilled to share the light of music 
during such uncertain times.”

The Virtual Concert for the Community 
can be viewed on the Music Conservatory 
of Westchester’s YouTube channel 
at https://www.youtube.com/user/
MusicConservatory. The free, shareable 
video will be posted for the public to enjoy. 

Music Conservatory of Westchester to Present Virtual Concert This Friday
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Police Blotter
North Castle Police Department

Apr. 24: A White Plains police officer 
reported at 6:25 a.m. receiving a call about 
a stolen vehicle from Washington Place 
East. No further details were provided. The 
responding North Castle officer advised 
that all information was gathered from 
the complainant. Two additional officers 
assisted in canvassing the area for the 
vehicle.

Apr. 24: A caller reported at 8:16 a.m. 
that the gate at the Virginia Road grade 
crossing is not going all the way up. As 
a result, the caller stated that vehicles 
are having to drive around it due to the 
malfunctioning gate. MTA police was 
notified of the condition and stated they 

would respond.
Apr. 24: There were six calls advising 

police of attempted larcenies from unlocked 
parked vehicles in North White Plains 
between 10:52 a.m. and 4:52 p.m.

Apr. 25: Report of a stolen row boat 
from the wooded area adjacent to the lake 
on Byram Lake Road at 5:53 p.m. The 
responding officers reported obtaining the 
owner’s and witness depositions. Photos 
were secured; a report will follow.

Yorktown Police Department

Apr. 24: A 54-year-old Mahopac man 
was charged at 12:31 p.m. with driving 
while intoxicated following a report of 
a vehicle off the roadway and in a ditch 

on East Main Street. An investigation 
revealed the driver was intoxicated and 
had a previous conviction for the same 
offense in the last 10 years. He is due to 
return to Yorktown Town Court on June 
16.

Apr. 28: A 32-year-old Fairfield, Conn. 
man was charged at 1:55 p.m. with second-
degree menacing in connection with a road 
rage incident on Jan. 31 in the area of 
Rutledge Drive. On that day, it is alleged 
the suspect pointed a black-colored AR-
15-style rifle at the victim. The suspect 
appeared voluntarily in Yorktown police 
headquarters where he was arrested. He 
is due in Yorktown Town Court on June 18.
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By Martin Wilbur

Alexander (Mitch) Sime and William 
Bosco were pillars of the Armonk Fire 
Department and the Town of North Castle 
for decades. 

The two longtime Armonk residents 
combined to serve the Armonk Fire 
Department for more than 110 years, 
including stints as chief and fire 
commissioner.

Within two weeks last month, the 
community lost both Sime and Bosco. 
Sime, 86, died of heart disease and 
pneumonia on Apr. 21, while Bosco, 95, 
passed away peacefully at home on Apr. 8.

Sime, 86, volunteered for the department 
for 64 years, while William Bosco, 95, 
contributed 50 years.

Current Chief Phil Goulet, who knew 
Sime more than Bosco because he never 
stopped showing up at the firehouse until 
the past year, said an irreplaceable level of 
institutional knowledge has been lost with 
their passing.

“Whenever we lose a resource like 
both of them, it’s impactful in terms of 
firefighting knowledge, the training is 
always evolving and everyone’s always 
updating their training,” Goulet said. “But 
someone like Mitch, especially, knew if 
we’re on this street, the closest pond is 
over here, around the corner.”

Sime grew up in Armonk and lived 
in town his entire life. He joined the 
department in 1956, and service as chief 

from 1965 to 1967. Goulet said Sime is 
believed to have responded to more than 
30,000 calls. When the department went 
to electronic recordkeeping alone, he 
amassed close to 15,000 responses.

Councilwoman Barbara DiGiacinto said 
that even in later on, Sime could still jump 
into a truck and contribute. One day in 
2013, she recalled he got into the tanker 
truck and easily and confidently drove it in 
reverse down a long driveway.

“I think he was so knowledgeable, so 
experienced that any piece of machinery 
that had to do with the fire department, he 

knew what to do,” DiGiacinto said.
Sime is survived by his wife Jean, 

daughter Sandy and son Mitch Jr. and their 
children.

Bosco was born in Long Island on 
Sept. 13, 1924. His family relocated to 
Washington Heights in 1932 where he 
attended George Washington High School, 
graduating in 1942. He served in the U.S. 
Army Air Force. 

Bosco moved to Armonk in 1955 and 
worked in the post office in town 37 years, 
serving as a mail carrier before retiring. 

His dedication to community service 

drew attracted him to volunteer the fire 
department in 1966, where he served 
for 50 years. Bosco had a great sense of 
humor, embodied a gentle and easy-going 
manner made him a friend to all.

He is survived by his sister, Eleanor; 
daughter Rebecca (Tom); son Jeffrey 
(Suzanne); and granddaughter Veronica. 
His younger brother, Frank, predeceased 
him. A memorial Mass and celebration of 
his life will be held in the fall. 

In lieu of flowers, contributions can 
be made to the Armonk Volunteer 
Fire Department or the Alzheimer’s 
Association.

Armonk Fire Department Loses Two Longtime Members

Alexander (Mitch) Sime above, and William 
Bosco were two of the most senior members of 
the Armonk Fire Department, having served as 
both chief and commissioner.
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As scientists and pharmaceutical 
companies rush to find treatments and 
a vaccine for COVID-19, it is imperative 
that Congress pass legislation to ensure 
that these treatments remain affordable 
for all patients. 

This past July, senators Chris Van Hollen 
(D-Md.) and Rick Scott (R-Fla.) introduced 

a bipartisan bill – the We PAID Act – to 
address skyrocketing prescription drug 
costs. This legislation would prohibit big 
pharmaceutical corporations from price-
gouging consumers for drugs developed 
using federally-funded research. Residents 
of the 17th Congressional District deserve 
to know whether our congressional 
candidates support this legislation. 

Disappointingly, one candidate, Adam 
Schleifer, has repeatedly evaded questions 
– both on social media and at his virtual 
town halls – about whether he supports 
regulating pharmaceutical profits when 
taxpayer dollars are used for development. 

This question is particularly 
relevant given Mr. Schleifer’s massive 
conflicts of interest. Mr. Schleifer has 
somewhere between $25 and $50 million 
in pharmaceutical stock options, and 
his father is the CEO of Regeneron, a 
pharmaceutical company with a reported 
revenue of more than $5 billion per year.

Right now, 80 percent of Regeneron’s 
costs for developing and manufacturing a 
coronavirus vaccine are being covered by 
the federal government (i.e. the taxpayers). 
Health and Human Services Secretary 
Alex Azar has refused to guarantee that 
coronavirus treatments or vaccines would 
be affordable, despite taxpayers’ massive 
investments in their development. 

As a voter in this district, I want to know 
whether Mr. Schleifer, who likely stands to 
lose millions of dollars if the We PAID Act 
is passed, would still support this bill. His 
refusal to even acknowledge the question 
is telling. 

This past year, we saw how senators, 
such as Kelly Loeffler and Richard Burr, 
chose to put their own financial interests 
over those of their constituents as they 
dumped stocks while reassuring the public 
that the COVID-19 pandemic was not 
a big deal. Schleifer’s massive conflicts 
of interest combined with his refusal 
to answer constituent questions about 
regulation of the pharmaceutical industry 
make me seriously question his ability to 
represent my interests in Congress. 

Ivanya Alpert 
Piermont, N.Y.
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 We invite readers to share their 
thoughts by sending letters to the 
editor.  Please limit comments to 
250 words. We will do our best to 
print all letters, but are limited 
by space constraints. Letters are 
subject to editing and may be 
withheld from publication on 
the discretion of the editor. 
Please refrain from personal 
attacks. Email letters to  
mwilbur@theexaminernews.com. 
The Examiner requires that all 
letter writers provide their name, 
address and contact information.

Letters Policy

There’s great news! The broken, 
tattered, unsightly fence that ruins, I mean 
runs, along Riverside Avenue, separating 
the village from the highway, is finally 
being replaced.

Responding to strong advocacy from state 
Sen. Pete Harckham and a request from the 
Village of Croton-on-Hudson, the New York 
State Department of Transportation (DOT) 
has agreed to replace the fence, which has 
been an eyesore for some time now.

The village thanks both Sen. Harckham 
and the DOT for taking this action.

Andy Simmons
Trustee, Village of Croton-on-Hudson 

The President 
Shouldn’t Be Blamed 
for COVID-19 
Response

I’d like to respond to Mr. Kuvach’s letter 
(President Trump’s Incompetence Has 
Made Crisis Immeasurably Worse, April 21-
27) regarding President Trump’s handling of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

I say the following as an independently 
registered voter: All of us were faced with 
an unprecedented situation, especially 
President Trump. He was called racist 
and xenophobic for simply monitoring 
and closing entry points into our country, 
a prudent step which even Democratic 
politicians reluctantly agreed months 
afterward was the right thing to do.

Anybody that could say that he is 
incompetent is not a fair-minded person. 
I think this virus caught all of us unaware, 
and it is neither fair nor reasonable to put 
so much blame on a President for something 
that can spread so easily.

Howard Woodin
White Plains

The COVID-19 pandemic has upended 
our entire way of life. More than one million 
Americans have been infected. About 
70,000 have died. Millions have lost their 
jobs. 

Scientists tell us to expect a second wave 
of the virus this fall. But in between this 
first and second wave, we will be hit by a 
tsunami: the medical bills com-ing due for 
those who have been treated for COVID-19, 
especially if they have been hospitalized.

The U.S. has the distinction of having the 
most COVID cases in the world as well as 
the costliest healthcare system. In addition, 

it’s likely that insurance companies will 
raise premiums next year (possibly up to 40 
percent). They need to stay profitable after 
paying the COVID-related claims. 

Most Americans have health insurance 
through their jobs. What happens when 
employers can no longer afford it? What 
happens when companies go under, leaving 
their employees jobless and uninsured? 
And what if the Supreme Court decides that 
the Affordable Care Act is unconstitutional, 
eliminating insurance for an additional 20 
million Americans? 

We desperately need to re-think our 

healthcare system. The New York Health 
Act (NYHA) is an obvious solution. Health 
insurance would be paid for by a progressive 
tax. Most New Yorkers would actually pay 
less for health insur-ance than they do now 
because there would be no premiums, co-
pays, co-insurance or deductibles. 

You can learn more about the NYHA at 
www.campaignfornyhealth.org. We must do 
better, and we can. 

Celeste Theis
Croton-on-Hudson

New York Health Act is Needed Now More Than Ever

I recently attended one of candidate Adam 
Schleifer’s virtual “Town Halls” with the hope 
of getting more insight into his candidacy. As 
I watched this event, I was struck by how 
canned and artificial the experience was. 

When I attended town hall/meet-and-greets 
of other candidates, there was opportunity 
for direct interaction between candidate and 
voter. I had every expectation that this would 
be the case for Mr. Schleifer’s as well. I was 
sorely disappointed.

Mr. Schleifer refused to take direct 
questions from voters; all questions were 
submitted and screened. While his handlers 
and he were more than happy to take softball 
questions about the Electoral College (over 
which he as congressman would have little 

control), they refused to even address an 
uncomfortable question about his finances 
that was posted on the chat. 

Indeed, after this question was posted by 
a viewer, they closed the chat, presumably 
so that other difficult questions could not be 
posted for all to see. Given the fact that two 
members of Congress are currently under a 
cloud for potential insider trading, voters have 
every right to know how or if Mr. Schleifer 
will address potential conflicts of interest 
while in Congress and whether he is prepared 
to support legislation that will reduce drug 
prices even if it negatively affects the profits 
of his family’s pharmaceutical company. I can 
only wonder why he does not want to address 
these issues.

Moreover, I was struck that several months 
into the COVID-19 crisis, and there was not 
a single question about Mr. Schleifer’s views 
on what Congress needs to do to address the 
health and economic fallout? Am I expected to 
believe that this was not foremost on voters’ 
minds? Really?

It appeared to this voter that Mr. Schleifer 
wants to rely on his stump speeches and 
avoid direct interaction with his potential 
constituency. This was less a town hall and 
more a feel-good political ad of controlled 
questions and canned responses. 

Paul Diamond
Suffern

Schleifer Has Glaringly Failed to Address Key Issues in Campaign
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Same Family. Same Location. Since 1848.

(914) 737-2000

2 N. WATER ST. PEEKSKILL, NY     WWW.DAINSLUMBER.COM

CURBSIDE PICKUP & DELIVERY 
AVAILABLE

LUMBER
HARDWARE

DOORS
WINDOWS
FLOORING

  DECKING
  SIDING

  MOLDING
  SAWMILLING

LIVE EDGE SLABS

OPENFORBUSINESS

M-F  7:30-4:30  &  SAT  8:00-1:00

15 Washington Ave • Pleasantville, NY
@ lilchocolateshoppe

Also Available: Gender Reveal Items • Vegan Chocolate
Chocolate Cupcake Toppers • Graduations

914-769-0771C A L L

Lil’ Chocolate ShoppeLil’ Chocolate Shoppe
Happy Mother’s Day!

Mother’s Day is Sunday May 10
Place Your Orders Now for your 
Special Mother & Grandmother

Remember her with a box of the fi nest chocolates. 
All novelties made with Belgian chocolates. 

We also carry supplies to make your own chocolates.           

You can call for prepared gifts to go with curbside 
pickup!! And of course we also have all the comfort 

sweets and chocolates you crave.
PLUMBING • HEATING • WATER TREATMENT
845-278-0300 • fossatiplumbing.com

Let Fossati fix your potty

A Full-service, Family-owned and Operated, Licensed and Insured Plumbing Company.

Serving Putnam, Dutchess & Westchester Counties

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIALThank You 
First Responders. 

We Are 
Here 

For You!

Schneider Financial is open to be a 
resource for our community. We are

here to help with your questions  
regarding individual, business and

financial changes and needs.

Securities offered through Cantella & Co., Inc.  Member FINRA/SIPC. Cantella 
and Co., Inc. does not provide tax, legal or accounting advice. This material has 
been prepared for informational purposes only, and is not intended to provide, and 
should not be relied on for tax, legal or accounting advice.  You should consult your 
own tax, legal or accounting advisors before engaging in any transaction.

Edwin’ s  Deli

Edwin’ s  Deli

Edwin’ s  Deli

WE’RE OPEN 7 DAYS!
Mon. - Sat 7AM-4PM

Sunday 8AM-3PM

2138 Crompond Rd, Yorktown Heights, NY 
Or order on line: www.freyersflorist.com

Florist     & Gifts

914-962-7484

Happy Mother’sDay!
Send That Special 

Mom Flowers!
Even if you can’t be with your mother or grandmother  

in person, flowers are a time honored way of saying  
“I love you!” We will gladly deliver your order or have it  

available for curbside pick up. 

✽OPEN FOR BUSINESS!✽
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1467 Route 9 • Garrison, NY
845-424-6241

(where Route 9 & Route 403 merge)

24 Hour 
Appalachian Deli Grill & Pizza
We are Open 

and Here  
For You. 

Stay well!

Authentic Bronx 
Style Pizza!

Gourmet  
Hot Food!

Boar’s Head Deli! 
Low Gas Prices!

845.278.7070
Service@feehaninsurance.com

FeehanInsurance.com

2350 Route 6, Brewster, NY 10509

Insuring New York and Connecticut 
businesses and families for more 

than 30 years.

845.278.7070
Service@feehaninsurance.com

FeehanInsurance.com

2350 Route 6, Brewster, NY 10509

Insuring New York and Connecticut 
businesses and families for more 

than 30 years.

Thank You to 
All Our First 
Responders!

BAGEL & BEAN CAFE
25 South Moger Ave.
Mt. Kisco, NY 10549

914 864-0973 
OPEN 7 DAYS 6AM-2PM

Open for
Breakfast & Lunch

Take Out Only

A Heartfelt Thanks to Our Doctors, 
Nurses and First Responders!

(Limit 2 per customer) 
With this ad-Valid May 5 - 11, 2020

We now carry 3 Ply Cotton 
Washable & Reversible Face Masks

Only $4.99

Happy Mother’s Day!
Place your Breakfast 

and Bagel and Cream Cheese 
orders early!

Four Seasons FlowersFour Seasons Flowers
322 E. Main Street

Mt. Kisco, NY 10549
914.666.7240

Specializing in
Custom Designed 

Floral Arrangements
For Every Occasion

Show Your Love with Flowers!
We are a Full Service Florist

Happy Mother’s Day!

Thank You to  
All Our First  
Responders!

✽OPEN FOR BUSINESS!✽
STUCK IN THE HOUSE?

Chef Rob is Now Providing
FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

to our amazing community.

Text the word “ORDER” to 914-354-3023
To place an online order and we’ll get you started

363 Underhill Rd • (Town Hall Parking Lot) Yorktown Hts 10598
Temporary Hrs: T-F 6am to 6pm • robcookfood.com • Email: info@robcookfood.com

BREAKFAST, LUNCH, DINNER
Wraps • Soups • Hot Dogs • Mac BowlsCoffee and Much More!

Homemade Cornbread Waffl es and Breakfast Served all Day
Lobster Rolls and Lobster Mac and Cheese 

Tuesdays: 2 for 1 Burgers and Soup Specials

Family 
Meal 

Deals!

ENTRÉES
Chipotle BBQ Pulled Pork

Braised Brisket
Chicken Carol • Meatballs

Grilled Chicken or Cajun Grilled 
Chicken Breast

SIDES
Mashed Potatoes

Penne Vodka or Marinara
Smoked Gouda Mac ‘n Cheese

Mixed Vegetables
Sautéed Spinach

French Fries • Rice and Beans

FAMILY OF 3 $29.95
1 Entrée  • 1 Large Side

1 Small Side

FAMILY OF 4 $38.95
1 Entrée (approx. 2lbs)

2 Large Sides

FAMILY OF 5 $47.95
1 Entrée (approx. 2.5lbs)

2 Large Sides
1 Small Side

Ala carte sides 
$5 small, $8 large.

All meals come with one fresh 
baked cookie per person.

Add salad or soup to each meal 
for $2 per person.

We have Tacos 
for Cinco de Mayo!
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Family Owned and Operated
“Our Reputation Is Our Greatest Asset”

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

(845) 279-8809
Quality & Service

Lic: #93

EXCAVATING CONTRACTORS

SEPTIC SYSTEMS INSTALLED • REPAIRED • CLEANED

• CURTAIN DRAINS
• WATERLINES
• LAND DRAINAGE
• SITEWORK
• UNDER ROAD BORING

• ELECTRIC SNAKING
• SEWER HOOKUPS

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL

• RADIO DETECTION SERVICES

www.tyndallseptic.com

TYNDALL
SEPTIC SYSTEMS INC.

Since 1968

Stay 
Healthy!We Are Here  

For You...

To the women who nurtured us,  
guided us, prayed for us and  

supported us  
during good times and bad. 
– Councilman Vishnu Patel

Happy 
Mother’s 

Day!
We Are 
Here For 

You...
Thank You to Our 
First Responders & 

Health Care Workers!

Stay 
Well!

ALL FUEL CO.
The Shelley Family
Home Heating Fuel
1606 Rte 22, Brewster
• Burner Sales, Service 
  & Installation
• Tank Removal & Installation
• Propane Available for 
  Cooking   & Heating

845-278-7312

       Olympic Diner       Olympic Diner
Route 6, Mahopac 845-628-0876 • www.olympic-diner.com

American Dishes • Greek Dishes

SURF & TURF
BROILED/STUFFED LOBSTER

NEW HRS 8AM-10PM 
EVERY DAY

• DINNER 
    SPECIALS
• CHOPS 
    & STEAKS
• FULL 
   COURSE 
   DINNERS!

Amazing Desserts - Made On Premises!Amazing Desserts - Made On Premises!
Fresh Seafood Specials Served Every DayFresh Seafood Specials Served Every Day

All Lunch & Dinner Specials Include Dessert & CoffeeAll Lunch & Dinner Specials Include Dessert & Coffee

LET US 
COOK FOR 

YOU!
LUNCH 
TAKEOUT

Olympic Diner
Wishing All Moms a Safe and Happy Mother’s Day!

OPEN MOTHER’S DAY, MAY 10 •  8AM-10PM 
FOR BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER TAKE-OUT.

CHECK OUT OUR FULL MENU AT 
                      WWW.OLYMPIC-DINER.COM
LET US 

COOK FOR 

Wishing All Moms a Safe and Happy Mother’s Day!

FOR BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER 

Wishing All Moms a Safe and Happy Mother’s Day!
8AM-10PM 8AM-10PM 

TAKE-OUT.

WWW.OLYMPIC-DINER.COM

Specializing in 
Landscape Design

Visit our Spacious Greenhouse

Katonah Nursery,Inc.
• Mother's Day Plants
• Potted Perennials
• Annual & Vegetables
• 10",  12" and larger  
  Hanging Baskets

• Jonathan Green    
  Grass Seed
• Pottery, Insecticides
• Fruit Trees and 
  Flowering Trees          

(914) 232-3570
194 Route 100 Somers, New York. 

(Opp. Somers Manor)
Store Hours: Monday - Saturday 8-5; Sunday 8-4

Curbside Pickup and Delivery 
Available

 Happy Mother’s Day from

✽OPEN FOR BUSINESS!✽
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Realtors like me don’t care much 
for being stuck at home. We like to 
be out and about, and we should be 
exactly that if we’re doing our job 
right.

So being shut in at home during 
the COVID-19 pandemic has taken 
its toll on us.

As for me, I’ve spent a lot of time 
(when my wife isn’t looking) with 
my feet up on my large, round, 42-
inch early 19th century coffee table, 
which serves as a display surface 
for a number of our collectables that 
look good there. These include an 
antique brass letter opener, a trivet 
upon which to put hot cups, a large 
brass hors d’oeuvres plate, an 18th 
century brass candle snuffer and a 
deep-pressed glass dish holding my collection 
of old end-of-day glass marbles. Its purpose is 
to provide visual interest for guests seated on 
our sofa.  

And, further for me, it sparked my curiosity, 
as could be expected, for the origin of the 
coffee table as we know it.

The original coffee tables were actually tea 
tables, developed in the late 18th century in 
Europe and Britain. These tables were quite a 
bit higher than the coffee tables we are used to 
today, and they initially were placed behind the 
sofa. Human nature being what it is, eventually 
other items found their way to this new open 
surface – lamps, books and other amusements.

These early examples evolved into the 
lower models that made their way to the 
front of the sofa, although the history of this 

transition remains unclear. Two 
possible cultural influences on the 
Victorians may be the chabudai, 
a low table found in traditional 
Japanese homes, and the tables 
used in tea gardens in the Ottoman 
Empire. 

With the mechanization of 
manufacturing during the Industrial 
Revolution, the basic design 
was standardized to the low and 
unadorned form we know today. 
J. Stuart Foote, president of the 
Imperial Furniture Company, 
claimed all the credit for inventing 
the coffee table himself in 1920, 
and marketed their functionality to 
Americans with vigor. 

Some have theorized that the 
introduction of television into the average 
suburban home helped solidify the basic design 
of these fixtures, the low profile of which could 
accommodate beverages and TV dinners 
without obstructing the view of the screen. 

Every design trend has created its own 
version of this simple fixture, including the 
return to a handmade aesthetic in the Arts 
and Crafts movement, the strong geometric 
shapes of Art Deco and the industrial-inspired 
use of glass and steel with purity of form in the 
Bauhaus movement. Perhaps the simplicity 
of the form of the coffee table helps give 
designers greater freedom in their creativity.

The ingenuity of interior designers in 
more recent times has made the coffee table 
multifunctional, with shelves and drawers 
built in underneath for storage. With the 

individualized artisan movement of today, 
it’s not uncommon to go online or watch a 
competivite show about flea market finds and 
see either coffee tables repurposed into other 
objects or other objects repurposed into coffee 
tables.

I found our coffee table on an expedition 
that my wife and I took when we operated a 
weekend antiques business. For many years, 
it has served as an expression of our interests 
and individuality, as it does for many. This 
semi-private, semi-public surface can also hold 
seasonal decorations, game controls, remotes, 
family photos, and yes, coffee table books. 

Today the design of the coffee table seems 
to be returning to its original taller design, 
with top surfaces that elevate horizontally. Part 

of this function is to allow access to storage 
underneath, but part is also to bring one’s 
laptop up to a comfortable level for typing or 
video streaming. 

Ergonomic, surely, but perhaps less 
condusive to the face-to-face gathering that 
these tables used to cultivate. 

Bill Primavera is a realtor associated with 
William Raveis Real Estate, as well as a writer, 
editor and public relations consultant (www.
PrimaveraPR.com), specializing in lifestyles 
and real estate. His real estate site is www.
PrimaveraRealEstate.com. To engage the 
services of The Home Guru to market your home 
for sale, call 914-522-2076.

Top Pandemic Activity: Contemplating My Coffee Table

SALVATORE M. DI COSTANZO
MAKER, FRAGALE & DI COSTANZO, LLP

2074 Crompond Rd. •  Yorktown Heights, NY
www.PlanTodayforTomorrow.com 

914.925.1010 Rye Offi ce | 914.245.2440 Yorktown Heights Offi ce

THURSDAY 
FEBRUARY 27, 2020 

6PM-7:30PM

THURSDAY 
FEBRUARY 27, 2020 

6PM-7:30PM

Tune into our Facebook Live Remote Estate Planning Chats
with Salvatore Di Costanzo, every � ursday at 2 p.m.

facebook.com/plantodayfortomorrow

Mom has always been there 
 for you... 

Now, it’s 
time to take care 
of both of you! 

Happy Mother’s Day!

Elder Law | Wills | Trusts            Medicaid Planning | Special Needs Planning
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KISCO RIVER EATERY misses YOU! 
To all our valued guests, you are in our thoughts and hearts 
through this very difficult and unprecedented crisis. We are 
here for you, and look forward to cooking & serving you and 
your family all the great food you’ve come to love.
We have contactless delivery available to ensure a safe door-
to-door delivery.  Give us a call to place your order.

914-218-3877
222 East Main Street  Mt Kisco, NY  10549

www.kiscoriver.com

• 

DINNER MENU Tuesday-Sunday 3-9     Kitchen open til 8:30

MUSCOOT
ktavernl

Since we can’t be together here at the tavern, we want to help cheer things up by 

offering our FULL MENU for Pickup or Delivery. 

Visit us on-line at www.muscoottavern.com and then give us a call. 

We are here for you 7 days a week from 12 noon until 8.30 p.m.

 914 • 232 • 2800
105 Somerstown Turnpike, Katonah, NY (Corner of Rt. 100 and Rt. 35)

On the Bread
HOUSE BURGER  12
SMOKEHOUSE BURGER  14
TUNA BURGER  16
SALMON BURGER  14

Entree
CHICKEN PARMIGIANO  18
STUFFED FLOUNDER  23
CHICKEN CAPRICE  18
PAELLA  25
SALMON  24
CHICKEN SCARPARIELLO  24
SEA SCALLOPS  26
12oz HANGER STEAK  24
MAHI MAHI FRANCHESE  21
14oz NY STRIP STEAK  29
SEAFOOD PASTA  24
RED SNAPPER  22
BBQ RIBS  22
BLACKENED SWORDFISH  23
LAMB CHOPS  28
ORECCHIETTE  18
SHORT RIB RAVIOLI  21
TRADITIONAL FAVORITE PASTA “Your Way”  16
Ala vodka, primavera, alfredo, carbonara, 
meatballs  (gluten free pastas available) 

On the Side  5
sautéed spinach and shallots, brussels sprouts 
& bacon, sautéed broccoli rabe,french fries, 
onion rings, mashed potatoes

Appetizer
CALAMARI  10
CLAMS CASINO  11
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND MUSSELS  12
BURRATA  12
FLAT BREAD  12
CLASSIC MEATBALLS  7
STEAMED LITTLE NECK CLAMS  12
EGGPLANT STACK  12
FLAT BREAD  
Brie cheese, fig and prosciutto 12  
Spinach, mushrooms,provolone &roasted peppers  9
SWEET CHILI TUNA  14
CRAB CAKES 12

Salads
HOUSE SALAD 8
CAESAR  9
KISCO SALAD  12
CHOPPED AMERICAN  9
KALE & BEETS  10
STRAWBERRY APPLE  9
TOP YOUR SALAD 
grilled chicken 5, grilled shrimp 8, 
grilled salmon 7, grilled steak 9

Raw Bar
1/2 Dozen Little Neck Clams  9
Jumbo Shrimp (4) Cocktail 13
Chilled seafood trio 
(3 littleneck clams & 3 jumbo shrimp) 13

Soups
MONTAUK FISH SOUP 13
NEW ENGLAND CLAM CHOWDER 11
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P’ville Allows Memorial Plaza Developer to Store Fill on Nearby Street
By Abby Luby

A small mountain of excavated fill is 
temporarily taking up 11 commuter parking 
spaces on Pleasantville’s Cooley Street.

Construction workers are digging out 
the fill at the adjacent 70 Memorial Plaza 
property to make room for the mixed-use 
project’s garage and foundation.

The mountain, reaching about 24 feet high 
according to a letter from a representative 

of the developer, consists of about 3,000 
cubic yards of clean fill and will be re-utilized 
as backfill after the foundation walls are 
completed.

The Village Board passed a resolution 
last week to allow the project’s developer, 
Pleasantville Lofts, LLC, to use the 
parking spots on Cooley Street for the 
fill. The developer has made alternative 
spots available at its other property at 39 
Washington St.

The board considered the negative impact 
of daily truck traffic taking the fill from the 
site if they turned down the developer’s 
request. 

“This will eliminate hundreds of trucks 
driving through the downtown to take the 
fill, stockpile it, only to bring it back and 
reuse it,” said Village Administrator Eric 
Morrissey. “It’s more efficient, saves energy 
and it totally makes sense.”

It’s estimated the fill will be stored until 

early July. Downtown and commuter parking 
have been underutilized since the state-
imposed stay-at-home order to slow the 
spread of the coronavirus.

The limited activity near the downtown 
project site has actually been advantageous 
for the project, where work has been quickly 
progressing, said Pleasantville Building 
Inspector Robert Hughes.

“All the storm drains on Cooley Street are 
completed and the water and sewer lines are 
almost done,” Hughes said.

The project was behind schedule as the 
demolition took up the better part of a year 
while a massive amount of unexpected rock 
discovered at the site was excavated.

Most board members said the agreement 
between the village and Pleasantville Lofts, 
LLC developer Vito Errico for the temporary 
use of the parking spots was to everyone’s 
benefit.

“Vito Errico is a guy who is good to his 
word,” said Pleasantville Mayor Peter 
Scherer. “He respects and appreciates a 
cooperative relationship (and) realizes that 
it goes both ways. This is one of those 
rare moments where we can say ‘yes’ and 
everybody wins.”

Apartments planned for 70 Memorial 
Plaza include seven studio apartments, 38 
one-bedroom apartments, 33 two-bedroom 
units and four three-bedroom residences.

Eight of the building’s units will be 
affordable housing of varying sizes. Original 
plans included a gym and 24-hour doorman 
service. A recreation area is planned to be 
placed on the roof.

Helping Our Neighbors in Need
                 Drive-Thru Food Drive

 9am to 1pm,  Saturday, May 16 
Benefi tting Each Community’s Local Food Pantry

Brewster - Brewster Village Hall
     50 Main Street 
Carmel - Knight of Columbus Hall
     10 Fair Street
Cold Spring - Cold Spring Bandstand 
     2 Main St.
Kent - Kent Town Hall
     25 Sybils Crossing

Mahopac - Michael Geary Roller Rink    
     740 Route 6
Patterson - Patterson Town Hall 
    1142 Route 311
Putnam Valley - PV Senior Center 
     Town Park Lane
Southeast - Southeast Town Hall
     1360 Route 22

Items Needed
•  Juice (Non-Refrigerated)
•  Rice
•  Macaroni & Cheese
•  Pasta
•  Spaghetti Sauce
•  Cereal
•  Canned Beef Stew
•  Canned Tuna or Chicken
•  Diapers (all sizes) / Wipes
•  Toiletries
•  Personal Hygiene Products
•  Paper Products
•  Cleaning Products
•  Canned Fruit
•  Crackers

We are all in this together.
  For more information call 211 or visit uwwp.org/fooddrive

Pleasantville Trims Tax Rate Hike in $16.8M Village Budget
By Abby Luby

Pleasantville property owners will see 
a 1.91 percent tax rate increase in the next 
fiscal year after the Village Board last Monday 
approved the $16.8 million budget for 2020-
21.

Village Administrator Eric Morrissey said 
the average homeowner can expect about an 
$80 tax increase. For the current fiscal year, 
which ends May 31, the tax rate hike was 2.23 
percent. 

“We had to scale back the increase because 
of the unexpected impacts of COVID-19,” 
said Morrissey. 

The pandemic has added considerable 
uncertainty to county and town budgets 
throughout the state. Since the proposed 
tentative budget was unveiled several weeks 
ago, Pleasantville reduced it’s expected 
revenue from the county sales tax from $1.2 
million to $800,000. 

“The sales tax is a big question mark 
and we are trying to grapple with that,” 
Morrissey said. “Now we are ratcheting that 
back and moving very conservatively on our 
expectations.” 

The projected village fund balance remains 
strong at roughly $4.6 million, according to 
Morrissey. The fund balance should help the 
village navigate the challenges ahead, he said. 

Cuts that enabled the village to keep the 
tax rate low were seen in travel, conference 
training and supplies, saving about $170,000. 
There have been no personnel cuts except for 
programs that have not been running because 
of the shutdown, such as part-time workers 
for the Panther Club, an afterschool program. 

Other programs that bring in revenue and 
are at least budget-neutral are the village’s 
summer camp and the Pleasantville Music 
Festival. The festival was canceled earlier 
this month but it’s unclear if there will be a 
summer camp. 

Another unknown is revenue from the 
village parking meters. The village waived all 
fees for downtown parking meters starting in 
March, and that will remain in effect until at 
least May 15. The board expects to revisit the 
issue at its next meeting on May 11. 

For residents and businesses impacted by 
COVID-19, the board voted to shift the start 
of the 12-month parking permit period from 
June 1 to July 1. The current year’s permits 
will remain valid through June 30. Current 
and future parking permit holders have until 
July 1 to request a permit. 

“Hopefully by June, people will have more 
clarity about their commuting situation,” 
Morrissey said. 

Parking revenue in the adopted budget 
is $413,000, with $180,000 projected from 
parking permit fees, $200,000 from parking 
meters and $33,000 from E-Z Park Cards.
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More than 40 acres of land in the Town of 
Kent, Putnam County have been preserved 
as a place for the public to visit and 
enjoy the outdoors thanks to a visionary 
landowner and the work of a partnership 
between the Hudson Highlands Land 
Trust (HHLT) and Westchester Land Trust 
(WLT).

The project protects woodlands, 
predominantly sugar maple and red oak, 
and wetlands with high biodiversity. The 
property contains a large state Department 
of Environmental Conservation (DEC) 
regulated wetland that provides habitat for 
native and migrating songbirds, waterfowl 
and raptors, all of which make it an 
important buffer to the adjoining 1,133-
acre Wonder Lake State Park.

“The New York Highlands is a unique 
region with a wide array of natural areas 
and recreational opportunities,” said 
Katrina Shindledecker, HHLT’s director 
of conservation. “Westchester Land 
Trust’s acquisition of this land protects its 
wetlands and woodlands, while expanding 
public open space next to a popular state 
park – a win-win for everyone.”

This land is located in the Highlands 
region of New York, an environmentally 
significant corridor that stretches from 
Pennsylvania to Connecticut. It is rich in 
biodiversity, has large tracts of unbroken 
forest cover and is home to 250 endangered, 
threatened or species of special concern. 

The importance of the Highlands region 
was extensively documented in the U.S. 
Forest Service’s Highlands Regional Study 
(HRS). This property lies within one of 
the study’s Conservation Focal Areas that 
have been identified as having the highest 
conservation resource value, but which 
are most threatened by development.

The Hudson Highlands and Westchester 
land trusts worked directly with the 
landowner to purchase the property for 
preservation purposes. HHLT provided 
critical financial assistance, and WLT will 
own and manage the land, with the goal 
of ultimately transferring it to New York 
State Parks’ ownership. The property will 
eventually be opened for public access with 
a trail system that links to the neighboring 
trails on state-owned lands. 

“I’m so happy that the Westchester 
Land Trust and Hudson Highlands Land 
Trust protected this land,” said property 
owner John Armstrong. “My family has 
had a connection to the property for more 
than 60 years; I roamed its wetlands and 
uplands when I was a boy. By protecting it, 
you have given us a great legacy.”

Hudson Highlands, W’chester Land Trusts Preserve 42 Acres in Kent 

A portion of the 42 acres being preserved in the 
Town of Kent as part of a partnership announced 
last Friday between the Hudson Highlands Land 
Trust and the Westchester Land Trust.

JULIA ROGERS/HUDSON HIGHLANDS LAND TRUST PHOTO
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By Ariel Markowski

Susan LaCalamito understands the 
importance of good veterinary care. 

She has two dogs and three cats. Her dog 
Eddie, 14, has inoperable bladder cancer; 
her other dog, Coco, 12 has Cushing’s 
disease.

One of her cats, 18-year-old Culver, is 
facing numerous medical issues, including 
blindness in one eye.

If it weren’t for Heights Hospital for 
Animals in Yorktown Heights, a full 
veterinary hospital, pets like hers would 
fail to receive the care and attention they 
need.

Heights Hospital for Animals has been 
providing veterinary care to LaCalamito 
and many other area pet owners for more 
than 20 years. Now with the coronavirus 
posing a major challenge, they are going 
the extra mile to help their patients and 
their owners.

“[T]hey would…call to discuss any 
issues and meet me outside to pick my pet 
up,” LaCalamito said. “For medications, I 
would call them to tell them what I was 
running out of, pay by credit card and they 
would leave the meds outside.”

The three veterinarians at Heights 
Hospital for Animals have adopted social 
distancing practices in order to safely 
provide assistance to pets and their owners 
when it’s most essential. The protocol 
consists of wearing a mask and gloves, 
meeting pet owners in the parking lot and 
discussing their pets’ needs on the phone. 

Owners don’t have to come inside, said 
Nancy Delaney, one of the hospital’s three 
veterinarians.

Helping pets has provided the hospital’s 
staff with a variety of memories. Delaney 
speaks about her favorite one – a little 
Yorkshire terrier who wasn’t feeling 
well from kidney impairment. He’s much 
improved, his appetite is back to normal 
and he shows good energy at home, she 
said.

“This is very rewarding,” Delaney said. 
“Everyone involved benefits from this 
caring and it helps us all during these 
troubling times.” 

Heights Hospital for Animals not only 
provides effective care for the animals but 
a warm environment for their owners. 

“They always made me feel, that in spite 
of everything going on, they were still able 
to handle everything my pets needed in a 

friendly, caring and professional manner,” 
said LaCalamito. “The reason why the 
care that the veterinarians...provide is so 
important is that they continued to provide 
[what] my pets needed almost as if all was 
normal.”

Heights Hospital for Animals is located 

at 1865 Commerce St. Its hours are 9 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. on Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays; 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
on Thursdays; and 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on 
Saturdays.

For more information, call 914-962-
5579.

Yorktown Veterinary Hospital the Heights for Pets, Owners

Two of Susan LaCalamito’s pets, who she brings to Heights Hospital for Animals in Yorktown Heights 
for their veterinary care.

State Farm, Bloomington, IL1801132

I’m looking forward to serving 
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Here to help life go right.®

CALL ME TODAY.
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710 Route 6

Mahopac, NY  10541
Bus: 845-628-9100

tim.beyrer.mdfh@statefarm.com
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By Alan D. Feller, Esq. 

Marriage is not for everyone. 
Many long-term couples anchored by 
commitment and companionship chose 
not to seek matrimony. 

This type of arrangement may 
succeed functionally and emotionally, 
but when illness or death touches one 
of the relationship’s partners the legal 
consequences can be profound.

If an unmarried partner becomes ill 
and requires long-term care, financial 
and real property transfers between 
the partners would not be exempt for 
Medicaid purposes, and therefore, subject 
to penalties. Other Medicaid planning 
approaches would also not be available 
to non-spouses. Not having Medicaid 
for long-term care would mean paying 
privately with large out-of-pocket costs.

In the absence of a health care proxy, 
New York law grants healthcare decision-
making authority to a spouse or children 
or another important person based on 
their relationship with the person who has 
lost capacity and is currently in a hospital 
or nursing home. An unmarried partner 
may run into issues with an adult child 
in terms of decision-making priority and 
that may run counter to the ill person’s 
wishes.     

The death of an unmarried partner 
carries even more onerous ramifications. 

New York law lays out specific guidelines 
for people’s estates when they die without 
preparing a will. Known as intestacy, 
a deceased person’s heirs-at-law will 
inherit the estate assets according to the 
closeness of their blood relationship and if 
there is a surviving spouse. The 40-year 
companion who resided with the decedent 
may be passed over in this situation, 
especially if they do not share title in 
assets or have a beneficiary designation. 

The worst-case scenario is the 
companion who resides in a home that 
is titled solely in the name of the other 
unmarried partner who dies without a 
will. The companion may be forced out 
of that property as the estate fiduciaries 
prepare to sell the residence. 

Avoiding these difficulties while 
preserving the non-marital relationship 
is often tasked to the estate planner. 
The preparation of wills and trusts 
along with advance directives, including 
powers of attorney, health care proxies, 
living wills and dispositions of remains, 
can greatly reduce anxiety. Trusts are 
valuable documents that can hold and 
organize assets previously owned by the 
unmarried partners. Assets held in trust 
avoid probate or intestacy and can limit 
problems posed by other family members. 
Advance directives grant authority to the 
unmarried partner to handle health and 
money matters should the other partner’s 

abilities become compromised. The 
Disposition of Remains is an overlooked 
form that governs who is in charge of the 
funeral and burial and how the instructions 
are to be carried out.   Without this form or 
other estate planning documents naming 
the unmarried partner as a fiduciary, 
there could be complications with funeral 
planning during a sad and unsettling time.

Life is paperwork. Unmarried couples 
must prepare planning documents to 
protect their assets and ensure that their 
companion is protected legally. A will, a 

trust, a power of attorney and a health 
care proxy are vitally important because 
they fill legal gaps that are created when 
long-term relationships are not defined 
in marriage and assets are maintained 
separately. 

Contact the professionals at Sloan & 
Feller today to obtain more information 
about estate planning. 

 Alan D. Feller, Esq. is managing partner 
of Sloan & Feller Attorneys at Law, located 
at 625 Route 6 in Mahopac. He can be 
reached at alandfeller@sloanandfeller.com.

Factors to Consider for Unmarried Couples When Estate Planning

Across
1. 100 lbs.
4. Filling station filler
7. The car, affectionately
10. “How exciting!”
11. Astern
12. Not for love __ money
13. Former coin of France
14. Monetary unit of Romania
15. Way back when
16. Tree that is a common street 
name
17. Possess
18. Beanie Babies for example
19. Half man half mechanical
21. Ancient alphabetic character
22. Sierra ___
24. Ribald
27. Tons and tons
31. Thrilla in Manila participant
32. Trouble
33. Yodeling mountain
34. Herd of seals
35. Time zone basis
36. .001 inch
37. Big gorilla
38. Comics cry
39. Parents assoc.
40. Buddhist branch
41. CSI stuff
42. ____ the table

Down
1. Trig. term
2. Like a fleece

3. Rule of ___
4. Aplenty
5. Cruise’s code red movie?
6. Phaser setting
7. All messed up
8. Wrestler, Hulk
9. Destroy by disintegration
20. Outmoded
21. Cub opponent
23. Canadian tribe member
24. Capital of Bolivia
25. Marry in haste
26. Swell
28. Illuminations
29. Blue bloods
30. Slapping sound
32. Matured
..

Answers on page 25
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BEECHER FLOOKS FUNERAL HOME, INC. 

        

Personally Owned and Supervised By 

              William F  Flooks, Jr.    & William J  Flooks                 
                         Proprietor              Licensed Funeral Director                             

Caring for our community since 1928 
Personal and Complete Funeral Service 

418 Bedford Road…Pleasantville, NY 10570…769-0001 

www.beecherflooksfh.com
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“The place to turn in your time of need!”
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ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES

MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, 
instruments, coins, watches, gold, comics, 
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL 
AARON AT 914-235-0302

ATTORNEY

BOY SCOUT COMPENSATION FUND
- Anyone that was inappropriately touched by 
a Scout leader deserves justice and financial 
compensation!  Victims may be eligible 
for a significant cash settlement.  Time to 
file is limited.  Call Now!  844-587-2494

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+? You And Your 
Family May Be Entitled To Significant Cash 
Award. No Risk. No Money Out Of Pocket. 
For Information Call 877-225-4813

BUYING/SELLING

BUYING diamonds, gold, silver, all 
fine jewelry and watches, coins, paintings, 
better furs, complete estates. We simply pay 
more! Call Barry 914-260-8783 or e-mail 
Americabuying@aol.com

**COMIC BOOKS WANTED! TOP 
PRICES PAID!** 30 years experience. 
Reliable and honest! Call or Text: 917-
699-2496, or e-mail: smileLP@aol.com. 
Thanks.

FREON WANTED: We pay CA$H for 
cylinders and cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. 
Convenient. Certified Professionals. Call 312-
361-0601 or visit RefrigerantFinders.com

GOLD / SILVER WANTED

HIGHEST PRICE$ PAID - Visit 
West- chester’s Top Buyer for Gold, Silver, 
Diamonds, Coins & Currency, Watches, 
Jewelry. Licensed, Professional, No Ap- 
pointment Necessary. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days 10am-6pm, Mt. Kisco Gold & Sil- 
ver, 139E Main Street. 914-244-9500

CABLE & SATELLITE TV

SPECTRUM TRIPLE PLAY! TV, 
Internet & Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per 
second speed. No contract or commitment. 
More Channels. Faster Internet. Unlimited 
Voice. Call 1-855-977-7198

EDUCATION/CAREER TRAINING

TRAIN AT HOME TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING! Become a Medical Office 
Professional online at CTI! Get Trained, 
Certified & ready to work in months! 
Call 855-543-6440. (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING 
PROGRAM! Train ONLINE to get the 
skills to become a Computer & Help Desk 
Professional now! Now offering a $10,000 
scholarship for qualified applicants. Call 
CTI for details! (844) 947-0192 (M-F 8am-
6pm ET)

FINANCE

Denied Social Security Disability? 
Appeal! If you’re 50+, filed SSD and denied, 
our attorneys can help! Win or Pay Nothing! 
Strong, recent work history needed. 866-979-
0096 [Steppacher Law Offices LLC Principal 
Office: 224 Adams Ave Scranton PA 18503]

FOR SALE

Privacy Hedges -SPRING BLOWOUT 
SALE 6ft Arborvitae Reg $179 Now 
$80 Beautiful, Nursery Grown. FREE 
Installation/FREE delivery, Limited 
Supply! ORDER NOW: 518-536-1367 www.
lowcosttreefarm.com

HEALTH

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+? You And 
Your Family May Be Entitled To Significant 
Cash Award. No Risk. No Money Out Of 
Pocket. For Information Call 877-225-4813 

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT 
PRESCRIPTION! World Health Link. 
Price Match Guarantee! Prescriptions 
Required. CIPA Certified. Over 1500 
medications available. CALL Today For A 
Free Price Quote. 1-866-569-7986 Call 
Now!

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for $99. 100 
pills for $150. FREE shipping. Money back 
guaranteed! 1-855-579-8907

HELP WANTED

CHIROPRACTOR – SCARSDALE, 
NY: Evaluate and diagnose health problems 
and function of spines; treat conditions of 
patients by adjusting or manipulating spinal 
bones; maintain medical history. Doctor of 
Chiropractic degree and NYS Chiropractic 
License req’d. Send ltr/res to Chiropractic 
of New York, P.C., 783 White Plains Rd., 
Scarsdale, NY 10583. Attn: David Hong  

Classifi edsEXAMINER MEDIA 050520 Classifi ed Ad Deadline 
is Thursdays at 5pm for the 

next week’s publication

To Place a Classifi ed Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 or e-mail 

classifi eds@theexaminernews.com

Visit Our Display Center: 836 Troy-Schenectady Rd., Latham, NY 12110 

•  Sales  •  Rentals  •  Service  •  Buybacks
New and Reconditioned Lifts

Locally Owned & Operated

(518) 393-2274 or (888) 558-LIFT

Stay in the home you Love!

ELEVATORS  •  STAIR LIFTS  •  WHEELCHAIR LIFTS  •  RAMPS

ORDER NOW! 1.866.749.2741 ask for 59104VSL
www.OmahaSteaks.com/cook31

THE FAVORITE GIFT
4 (6 oz.) Filet Mignons
4 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops
4 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers
4 (2.8 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin
4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets
Signature Seasoning Packet

*Savings shown over aggregated 
single item base price. ©2019 

Omaha Steaks, Inc. Exp. 2/29/20

$218.92* separately   

COMBO PRICE  
$6999

+ 4 FREE BURGERS 
THAT’S 16 MAIN COURSES!



May 5 - May 11, 2020www.TheExaminerNews.com 25

Latimer Delivers Thousands of Masks to 
Municipalities in Westchester

By Rick Pezzullo

Westchester County Executive 
George Latimer made the rounds this 
week delivering thousands of masks to 
municipalities throughout the county.

Hanes Brand, Inc. donated 300,000 
masks to Westchester and the county has 
been giving out boxes to cities, towns and 
villages, divvied up based on population.

“This was a special allocation from 
Hanes. We’re like the clearing house. 
We’re like the shipping clerk,” Latimer 
said during a visit last Wednesday to City 
Hall in Peekskill, where he was joined by 
legislators Catherine Borgia and Colin 
Smith and Deputy Mayor Vivian McKenzie.

“This generous donation is being used 
to make us all a little bit safer. These 
deliveries are just one part of our strategy 
to reduce the spread here in Westchester,” 
Latimer said. “All communities in 
Westchester will benefit from these 
donations. We are happy to be here to 
deliver in person and show the county is 
trying to be a good partner to our towns, 
villages and cities.” 

Peekskill received 6,000 masks, which 
will be made available to essential workers 
and city employees, among others. Prior to 
arriving in Peekskill, Latimer handed off 
9,500 masks to village and town officials 
in Ossining. Yorktown received 10,000; 
Cortlandt 7,500; Somers 6,000; Buchanan 
3,500; and Croton-on-Hudson 3,500.

On Thursday, Latimer was joined 

by County Legislator Margaret Cunzio 
and local officials from the Village of 
Pleasantville and the Town of Mount 
Pleasant.

“We are proud to be here in Pleasantville 
and Mount Pleasant to drop off these cloth 

masks thanks to the generosity of Hanes 
and efforts of New York State,” he said. 
“We are happy to be in different parts of 
the county, with our masks on, to deliver 
these for communities to use as needed.”

Franchise auto dealers in Westchester 
County, working through the Greater 
New York Automobile Dealers Association 
(GNYADA), donated 50,000 face masks 
to the county last Friday to help keep 
residents safe during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

It is part of a donation of 500,000 masks 
GNYADA is making to the 12 downstate 
counties, including New York City.

Auto dealers, which collectively 
throughout the downstate region 
contribute more than $20 million annually 
to charitable causes, including community 
organizations in Westchester, are once 
again racing to the aid of their neighbors.

The organization delivered to County 
Executive George Latimer’s office the 
supply of three-ply paper masks. The 
county executive will distribute them 
to individuals who need them, including 
seniors, essential workers and other 
vulnerable populations.

Since Gov. Andrew Cuomo announced 
last month that New Yorkers are required 
to wear masks in situations where adequate 
social distancing is not possible, the need 
has become clear, and auto dealers have 
been eager to help. 

“When New Yorkers are in need, time 
and again, franchise new car dealers and 
their employees are always there for 
the communities where they live and 
work,” said GNYADA President Mark 
Schienberg. “Auto dealers are the brick-

and-mortar backbones of main streets 
and neighborhoods throughout the region, 
supporting Little Leagues, hospitals, 
schools, senior centers and many charities 
large and small. During this extremely 
challenging time, when so many New 
Yorkers are suffering, losing loved ones, 
losing jobs and struggling, car dealerships 
are once again here to contribute.”

This is the time of year when the auto 
industry would have been hosting the 
120th annual New York International 
Auto Show at the Jacob Javits Convention 
Center in Manhattan, which was converted 
to overflow hospital space. The popular 
event is now rescheduled to take place 
later this year.

Latimer expressed his gratitude for the 
donation at the county’s Department of 
Emergency Services in Valhalla.

“The health and safety of our doctors, 
nurses and first responders is essential 
for our success in this uphill battle against 
COVID-19,” Latimer said. “We know this 
donation will go a long way in helping 
our healthcare heroes deliver necessary 
care to those who are suffering from this 
illness.”

Franchised new car dealers collectively 
are the fifth largest retail employer 
throughout the downstate region, helping 
to support 71,280 jobs, contributing 
$2.5 billion in local and state taxes and 
supporting a total payroll of $4.5 billion, 
according to a 2019 economic impact 

survey.
New car dealers have been declared 

essential businesses by the state. Service 
departments must fix cars and perform 
roadside assistance not only for other 
essential workers like doctors and nurses, 

but also for ordinary people who need to 
go to grocery stores and pharmacies and 
carry out the necessities of daily life.

Westchester Auto Dealers Deliver 50,000 Face Masks to County

STATEPOINT.NET PHOTO

Pictured, from left, are County Executive George Latimer, Deputy Peekskill Mayor Vivian McKenzie, 
and county legislators Colin Smith and Catherine Borgia holding masks outside Peekskill City Hall last 
Wednesday. 

DOMINICK TOTINO PHOTO

Westchester County Executive George Latimer, left, accepts a donation of 50,000 face masks from 
auto dealers in Valhalla last Friday. Croton Auto Park Principal Lou Giordano, center, and Greater New 
York Automobile Dealers Association President Mark Schienberg helped deliver the masks. 
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JOB OPPORTUNITY $18.50 P/H NYC 
$15 P/H LI $14.50 P/H UPSTATE NY 
If you currently care for your relatives or 
friends who have Medicaid or Medicare, you 
may be eligible to start working for them as 
a personal assistant. No Certificates needed. 
(347)462-2610 (347)565-6200
 
HOME IMPROVEMENT

ARLINGTON INC - CUSTOM 
WOODWORKING and HOME 
& BUSINESS RENOVATIONS, 
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 
PAINTING, POWER WASHING. 
arlingtonwoodworking54@gmail.com 
914-557-6703. Ralph Iamiceli, Principal. 

INTERNET AND TV

Get DIRECTV! ONLY $35/month! 155 
Channels & 1000s of Shows/Movies On 
Demand (w/SELECT All Included Package.) 
PLUS Stream on Up to FIVE Screens 
Simultaneously at No Additional Cost. Call 
DIRECTV 1-888-534-6918

DISH TV $59.99 for 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
Installation, Smart HD DVR Included, Free 

Voice Remote. Some restrictions apply. Call 
1-800-943-0838.
 
MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES

WILSON PLUMBING & HEATING 
- Installation and repairs, family owned and 
operated. Serving Westchester and Putnam 
Counties. WC LIC, Insured and bonded. Call 
(914) 579-2677. Mention this ad and 
receive 10% OFF any service call.

COMPUTER ISSUES? FREE 
DIAGNOSIS by GEEKS ON SITE! 
Virus Removal, Data Recovery! 24/7 
EMERGENCY SERVICE, In-home repair/
On-line solutions . $20 OFF ANY SERVICE! 
844-892-3990
 
 
REAL ESTATE

NEW HOMES priced from the low 
$100’s available immediately in active 
adult 55+ landlease community in Smyrna 
Delaware. Close to DE Beaches and Dover 
Downs. Low taxes. 302-659-5800 or www.
BonAyreHomes.com

WANTED TO BUY

FREON WANTED: We pay CA$H for 
cylinders and cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. 
Convenient. Certified Professionals. Call 
312-361-0601 or visit RefrigerantFinders.
com

ClassifiedsEXAMINER MEDIA 050520 Classified Ad Deadline 
is Thursdays at 5pm for the 

next week’s publication

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 or e-mail 

classifieds@theexaminernews.com

To Place a  Classified Ad Call  
914-864-0878 or e-mail classifieds

@theexaminernews.com
Classified Ad Deadline is  

Thursdays at 5pm for the next 
week’s publication

 Backed by American Standard’s 
140 years of experience

 Ultra low entry for easy 
entering and exiting
Patented Quick Drain® 
fast water removal system
Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND 
installation, INCLUDING labor backed 
by American Standard
44 Hydrotherapy jets for an 
invigorating massage

1

3

2

4

5

installation, INCLUDING labor backed 

FREE IN-HOME 
EVALUATION!

Includes FREE American StandardRight Height Toilet 
Limited Time O� er! Call Today!

Discover the world’s best 
walk-in bathtub from

5 Reasons American Standard 
Walk-In Tubs are Your Best Choice

Receive a free American Standard Cadet toilet with full installation of a Liberation Walk-In Bath, Liberation 
Shower, or Deluxe Shower. O� er valid only while supplies last. Limit  one per household. Must be ­ rst time 
purchaser. See www.walkintubs.americanstandard-us.com for other restrictions and for licensing, warranty, 
and company information.   CSLB B982796; Su� olk NY:55431H; NYC:HIC#2022748-DCA. Safety Tubs Co. 
LLC does not sell in Nassau NY, Westchester NY, Putnam NY, Rockland NY. 

888-609-0248

Backed by American Standard’s 

Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND 

Walk-In Tubs are Your Best Choice

$1,500 SAVINGS

DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help 
get the dental care you deserve!

FREE 
Information Kit

1-855-225-1434
Visit us online at

www.dental50plus.com/nypress

Get help paying dental bills and keep more money in 
your pocket

This is real dental insurance — NOT just a discount plan

You can get coverage before your next checkup

Information Kit

1-855-225-1434

CALL
NOW! 1-855-225-1434

Don’t wait! Call now and we’ll rush you a FREE
Information Kit with all the details.

Insurance Policy P150NY                MB17-NM003Ec
6129

One touch of a button 
sends help fast, 24/7.

alone
I’m never

Life Alert®  is always 
here for me even when 

away from home.

I’ve fallen and I can’t get up!

®

For a FREE brochure call: 

1-800-404-9776

Saving a Life EVERY 11 MINUTES

Batteries Never Need Charging.

 WHEN YOU 
ORDER!

FIRST AID 

KIT

For a FREE brochure call: 

 WHEN YOU 
ORDER!

 WHEN YOU 

FIRST AID 

FREE!

here for me even when here for me even when 
away from home.away from home.

Help at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at Home
with GPS!

Help On-the-Go

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE IN-HOME 
ASSESSMENT TODAY!

877-516-1160 

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

O� er valid March 16, 2020 - June 30, 2020

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE IN-HOME 

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*Terms & Conditions Apply  

NEW YORK NOW PROTECTS THE RIGHTS 
OF VICTIMS OF CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE

If you were previously a victim of child sexual abuse, 
The New York Child Victims Act temporarily allows you to revive your claim.

There is a limited time to file a case; do not delay in contacting us.

GREENBERG, MARIA, GREENBERG & ASSOCIATES
ONLY PROSECUTES SEXUAL ABUSE CASES

CALL (833) VICTIM 9  •  (833) 842-8469
www.NYvictim.com

Our firm will file your claim anonymously 
to protect your privacy.
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“This summer, I’m going“This summer, I’m going
    to learn to be strong!”to learn to be strong!”
  

REGISTER 
REGISTER TODAY!TODAY!

at World Cup Gymnastics’ 

SUUMMMMEERR CCAAMMPP 
Allow your child 
to discover his

or her inner 
champion by 

giving them a 
summer camp  

they will flip for!

 Superior Gymnastics Training  
by USAG Certified Instructors

 Skills Training on All Olympic 
Events

 Traditional Camp Activities 
Including Weekly Field Trips

 Arts & Crafts, Cooking and 
Games

 State-Of-The-Art, 19,000 
Square Foot Complex 

 Fully Air-Conditioned 
Call 914Call 914--238238--49674967

or register online at 
worldcupgymnastics.comworldcupgymnastics.com

170 Joan Corwin Way · Chappaqua · NY

Connecting During Social Disconnecting: How One Preschool is Adapting
By Evelyn J. Mocbeichel                      

For adults these are trying 
times, and coping with the new 
normal is surely a learning 
process. 

To provide for their families, 
keeping safe and trying to function 
while being housebound, thinking 
about what the youngest family 
members are feeling may go 
unnoticed.  

“Young children, especially 
preschoolers, do best when they 
have consistency and a routine 
they are familiar with on a daily 
basis,” said Vera Correa, director 
of Bright Beginnings Preschool 
Center in Yorktown Heights, who 
has more than 30 years experience 
in early education. 

After schools were mandated 
to close in March, Correa devised 
a plan, along with her staff, 
to connect to their preschool 
students at home. Using the 
teachers’ talents and combining 
that with Zoom, Bright Beginnings 
Pre School Learning Center 
devised an online curriculum that 
closes a bit of the void in their 
students’ lives.  

Online Lessons
What is Bright Beginnings 

doing during this pandemic to keep 
their students connected? Like all 
children enrolled in any preschool 

program, students missed their 
friends, teachers and the chance 
to play and learn when they came 
to school. While the children are 
home, they still are able, through 
Zoom, to interact with friends. 

Music classes covered songs 
about the arrival of spring and 
farm animals with piano, played by 
Miss Alison, and CD music. Story 
time with Miss Stacy included her 
reading “The Artist Who Painted 
a Blue Horse” by Eric Carle. A 
special online list of activities was 
included for the Toddler Room, 
which included making a Mother’s 
Day present with materials mailed 
home to each toddler family for 
the craft to be done with mother 
and child. 

A daily circle time provided a 
bit of science for the toddlers with 
sink/float activities and mixing 
blue and yellow to make green. 
The latter was a supplement to 
the reading of “Little Blue and 
Little Yellow.”  

Toddler, nursery and 
kindergarten classes were able 
to enjoy a host of videos on such 
topics as how to properly wash 
your hands; tracing letters in the 
sand; exercising; and making puffy 
paint, a sampling of the lessons 
that have continued over the last 
month and will still be offered 
once on-site classes resume.

Educational Links
There are so many new 

websites popping up to help 
families with young children at 
home finding activities during 
time away from school. Some 
are purely entertainment, while 
others have educational aspects 
to them. Here are a few that 
parents can consider. Check to 
see if they are appropriate for 
your child’s age level, interest 
and comprehension.

Online Storytime. The SAG-
AFTRA Foundation’s Daytime 
Emmy-nominated “Storyline 
Online” has been advertised on 
television the last few weeks. 
This site features well-known 
actors such as Viola Davis, Kristen 
Bell, Chris Pine, Lily Tomlin, 
Kevin Costner and Betty White 
that are reading children’s books, 
which inspires a love of reading 
to millions of children worldwide. 
Visit www.storylineonline.net.

Drawing: Lunch Doodles with 
Mo Willems! Here is a delightful 
site for young children who like to 
draw or want to learn how to draw. 
The Kennedy Center Educational 
Artist-in-Residence Mo Willems 
sits in his studio and “doodles” 
while the children can watch 
and learn. He invites children to 
“grab some paper, pencils, pens 
or crayons and doodle along with 

him!”  
“You might be isolated, but 

you’re not alone. You are an 
artmaker. Let’s make some 
together,” Willems said. 

There are 15 episodes to watch. 
Visit www.kennedy-center.org/
education/mo-willems.

New York Botanical Garden. 
The next best thing, for the time 
being, to making a trip to the New 
York Botanical Garden (NYBG) is 
being a part of their new program. 
It has created NYBG at Home 
for Kids & Families, an online 
resource.

The Garden has compiled many 
of its educational resources in 

one convenient online hub, said 
Nicholas Leshi, senior director 
of communications. A child’s 
at-home learning can now be 
supplemented with recipes, 
videos, lesson plan ideas and 
more, designed to teach them 
about the plant world and spark 
their imaginations for home 
projects. 

Other activities include ways 
to explore plants in “Herbarium 
Creative Projects at Home.” 
How about “Healthy Recipes 
to Try at Home” to create new 
family favorites? Exploring the 
Botanical Garden with your child, 

continued on page 28
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Puzzling Through Puzzling Times: 
An Interview With Will Shortz

By Ellie Grueskin

I recently interviewed Pleasantville 
resident Will Shortz, crossword puzzle 
editor of The New York Times and all-
around puzzle connoisseur, about his 
favorite puzzles in times of quarantine 
and normalcy alike.

Q: What is it about puzzles 
that makes them such a valuable 
quarantine activity?

A: Puzzles serve as a diversion from 
whatever is bothering you; drugs can do 
that too, but puzzles are empowering and 
beneficial to the mind. By completing 
puzzles, you’re not just filling time, but 
you’re also making yourself a better 
person.

Q: You helped bring KenKen, the 
Japanese math puzzle, to The Times 
about a decade ago and declared 
it as “the most addicting puzzle 
since Sudoku.” What about KenKen 
captivated you?

A: With a tough KenKen, or problem 
of any sort, you struggle through the 
tough part and at the end, you rush to 
finish the last squares – at which point 
you have an endorphin rush. 

Q: I know your longest-running 
puzzle is the crossword. How does 
this compare to KenKen?

A: KenKen balances the crossword 
very well. While people who like word 
and math puzzles are different types 
of solvers, both types like to use their 
minds to solve puzzles. The solving 
process is similar in that it involves 
filling in squares, figuring out a strategy 
or hint and finishing with a sense of 

completion.
Q: I see that you’ve just introduced 

two new puzzles to the daily puzzle 
section. Who designed these puzzles 
and how will they add to the existing 
KenKen and crossword offerings? 

A: The first one is called “Two Not 
Touch.” It is a grid-based logic puzzle 
designed by Jim Bumgardner and has 
some similarities to KenKen. The 
second, featured right below, is my very 
own word puzzle.

Q: Do you have a favorite board 
game or non-newspaper puzzle? 

A: My all-time favorite game is 
Boggle. I have beaten almost everyone 
at it. 

Q: Any final thoughts?
A: The Times was the final major 

publication to withhold from publishing a 
daily crossword. After Pearl Harbor and 
the start of U.S. involvement in World 
War II in February 1942, they introduced 
the puzzle because they knew that 
people would need an intelligent 
diversion. I think it is appropriate that 
they are adding more puzzles right now.

Ellie Grueskin is an avid puzzler 
and is also a KENKEN champion. She 
is currently a sophomore at Harvard 
University studying economics.

Puzzle master and Westchester resident Will 
Shortz is the The New York Times crossword 
puzzle editor.

in the comfort of your home, can take 
place in “Virtual Class Trip to the Orchid 
Show,” which features Jeff Leatham’s 
Kaleidoscope, or “Meet the Plants of the 
Palm Dome.”

Join Marc Hachadourian, director of 
glasshouse horticulture and senior curator 
of orchids, as he shares some of his favorite 
plants from the historic palm dome. This 
site is suitable for children of all ages and 
their parents to enjoy. Visit  www.nybg.org/
nybg-at-home-for-kids-families.

Our children are our greatest resource. 
During this global crisis, we want to help 
them maintain a bit of normalcy in their 
lives. By trying to connect children, even 
for a short period of time, with educational 
activities, may help them to be less 
apprehensive about what is going on in 
their household. As we look forward to 
the day we can all be back together in the 
classroom, this is one way our teachers can 
reach out and let the children know they 
are missed, loved and cared about.

continued from page 27
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is Adapting

SMALL NEWS 
IS BIG NEWS

Fuel Oil •Gasoline • HVAC • Service • Propane •Diesel
We Make Warm and Now “Cool” Friends Too! 

www.SclafaniEnergy.com • 1 (845) 628-1330

Get Ready for Summer!
A/C Start Up 

Special $99.00
Heating Oil, Propane, Gas, Diesel, Air Conditioning, Full Service, 24 HR emergency 

Heating Assistance! Installs, repairs and upgrades! 
Over 30 years, licensed, insured and bonded! We are #1 because our 

customers come fi rst! Senior Discounts!
Budget accounts, Automatic or call us for next day delivery at C.O.D.pricing! 

Place an Order online www.SclafaniEnergy.com
Serving Northern Westchester, Southern Dutchess & Putnam Counties! 

TO OUR VALUED CUSTOMERS: 
Sclafani Energy is dedicated to serving our community during these 
challenging times. All of our personnel wear face masks and practice 

proper procedures when making deliveries and service calls to keep you 
and your family safe.

Limited Time Offer!
Heating System 

Cleaning $149
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It is said that more 
scientific-based 
breakthroughs have 
been introduced in 
the last 50 years in 
addressing the forces 
of nature than in all 
humankind before 
that. 

But what of the 
more mundane 
incidents of man’s 

efforts to vanquish the variability and 
randomness of nature?

I found such an incident a few months ago. 
A new company, Endless West, has embarked 
on a lofty goal: to create wine (and spirits) 
in a laboratory. No grapes, 
no fermentation, no aging. 
And not in a traditional 
way of mimicking nature. 
Endless West is seeking a 
more “natural” method. 

This week’s column 
focuses on the potential 
of this new product. It 
is not intended to offer 
a scientific bent for 
publication in the International Journal of 
Molecular Sciences or the Journal of Nucleic 
Acids. I leave that to much more qualified 
individuals.    

Endless West’s approach is to break down 
the components of a wine to its molecular 
level and construct a wine in a laboratory 
from the bottom up. This process begins 
by analyzing a sample of “traditional wine” 

using gas and liquid chromatography and 
mass spectrometry. 

The ingredients utilized after analyzing 
and replicating the DNA of the wine? Water 
and neutral alcohol. A recipe is then created 
by co-founder Josh Decolongon, a sommelier 
by training. He is responsible for creating 
the desired molecular profile of aromatics, 
taste and texture.

The company has recently introduced 
Gemello Moscato into the market. The 
particulars? The aroma and flavor purports 
to be similar to a generic Italian Moscato 
wine, with a shelf price of $11 to $14 and 
only 6 percent alcohol. 

The label can’t use the word wine 
for obvious reasons. What is the bottle 

description of the 
contents? “Neutral spirits 
with carbonation, natural 
flavors, caramel color and 
beta carotene for color.” 
Not very appealing to a 
consumer?

Why would a customer 
in a wine shop consider 
a synthetic product that 
is similarly priced to its 

natural counterpart?   
There is a somewhat persuasive (I won’t 

use the term compelling) argument for its 
appeal.

Getting to the essence of wine – its very 
DNA, its soul, its molecules – makes sense, 
doesn’t it?

A few Gemello pros and cons for your 
consideration.

Pro:
•	 It meets the increasing preference of 

millennials and other low- or no-alcohol 
adherents.

•	 It’s a natural product.
•	 No seasonal weather concerns.
•	 No climate change concerns.
•	 No crop shortages.
•	 No demand and supply price swings. 
•	 No drain on local water supplies.
•	 No vineyards to maintain.
•	 No breakdown in the supply chain in 

the event of a pandemic. No shortage 
of healthy field workers, no transport 
logistics, interruptions, etc.

•	 It’s consistently the same, every year.

Con:
•	 It’s consistently the same, every year. 

Every vintage is an expression of the 
vineyard site, its terroir. Wine is an 
expression of its grape varietal. So, 
if science can replicate the molecular 
structure of a cluster of grapes, 
shouldn’t we enjoy the molecular 
wine as much as non-GMO 
grapes? Ah, but it is only 
a small fraction of the 
biochemistry of wine.  
Molecular structure aside, in 
my opinion, our experience 
with a bottle of wine goes 
well beyond the distinct 
characteristics of 
a particular grape. 
A simple example 
I utilize in my columns is 

wine produced from the Pinot Noir 
grape. It may be reasonable to discern 
that a particular wine is derived from 
this grape, but it is often difficult to 
place the wine region from whence it 
came. Terroir is as influential as the 
DNA of the grape. 

•	 The influence and history of a winery 
and a winemaker accounts for a 
significant level of appeal of a particular 
bottle of wine.     

•	 No compelling price difference from 
traditional wine.

The maxim I espouse in my columns 
is 90 percent of a wine is made in the 
vineyard. Persuading readers that a 
wine made 100 percent in a laboratory is 
acceptable would be a difficult proposition. 
I’m not going there.

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year Pleasantville 
resident. For over 25 years, he 

has conducted wine tastings 
and lectures. Nick is the co-

chairperson of the Wine 
Media Guild of wine 
journalists. He also offers 
personalized wine tastings 
and wine travel services. 
Nick’s credo: continuous 

experimenting results 
in instinctive behavior. 
You can reach him 

at nantonaccio@
theexaminernews.

com or on Twitter @
sharingwine.

By Nick Antonaccio

Here We Go Again: Science Dueling With Nature
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Valhalla Loses a Legend With the Passing of Coach D
Nicholas Modugno passed away on Apr. 29 

due to COVID-19. He was 91.
Modugno was known to all as Mr. D 

or Coach D. He taught and coached the 
children of Valhalla for more than 40 years, 
spanning parts of six decades. Even after 
his retirement in 2000, he continued to be 
an ever-present figure within the Valhalla 
School District.

To call him a coach, or a physical education 
teacher, does not begin to describe who this 
man truly was. He touched thousands of 
lives just by being himself. He was humble 
and caring, and he had the ability to make 
everyone feel that he was truly interested 
in what they were doing. He was a superior 
athlete who didn’t fit the stereotypical mold 
of a jock. He was soft-spoken, religious and never uttered a negative word or a curse.

Coach D played collegiate baseball, 
served in the Army and played baseball 
professionally in Europe before eventually 
making his way to Valhalla by 1959. Initially, 
he was Mr. Di Modugno, but he shortened 
it to Modugno because, as he would tell his 
students, Di Modugno was too hard for the 
kindergartners to pronounce. Within this 
small act you can find the essence of the 
man. To give of himself to benefit others was 
his nature, and he never strayed from who 
he was.

Coach D was not a tall man, but he may 
have been one of the quickest, fastest, 
speediest human beings any of us ever knew. 
Over the years as each year’s student-faculty 
basketball game would approach, more than 
a few high school students thought it would 

finally be their turn to step up and teach the 
“old” teacher a lesson. Some would even try 
to talk a little trash before the game. 

He would quietly enjoy the banter, then 
slowly step on the court to await the whistle. 
What happened next never failed to amaze all 
who witnessed it. He moved with lightening 
quick speed, outrunning, out-defending, and 
outscoring even the school’s best athletes. 
At times, he would cover two opponents 
at once, while some of his colleagues took 
a rest. To the best of anyone’s knowledge 
Coach D and his faculty teams were never 
defeated.

For Valhalla students from more than 40 
years, let’s take a moment to say thank you 
to a man who gave so much to everyone else. Nicholas Modugno

Remember the 
shows, movies 
and music you 
grew up with? 
Relive those 
happier, simpler 
times with the 
stars you loved.
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Examiner Media Joins Newsrooms Across the Country for #GivingNewsday
We are excited to be participating in #GivingNewsday, a 
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especially during COVID-19. Examiner community journalists 
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Clearwater to Host Virtual Mother’s Day Fundraising Concert

By Rick M. Pezzullo

During these tough times, many of us 
have spent countless hours trying to find 
something good to watch on our various 
streaming services. 

The good news is many feature films 
that were previously in theaters have been 
expedited to Netflix, Amazon and other 
platforms on demand. With so many choices, 
where do you start? 

Here are a few reviews to make your 
selection process a bit less stressful.

“Onward.” The newest Disney Pixar 
film, directed by Dan Scanlon, tells the story 
of a quest by two brothers to bring their 
father back to life for just one day.

“Onward” is set in a fantasy world where 
mythical creatures have lost their ability 
to perform magical abilities due to the 
innovation of science and technology that 
has rendered them lazy and complacent. 

Ian, voiced by Tom Holland, and his older 
brother Barley, voiced by Chris Pratt, are 
left a magical staff and a Phoenix stone by 
their father in order to resurrect him for one 
full day. Ian discovers he has magical ability, 
but is unable to perform the spell correctly 
and brings only the lower half of his father 
back to life. A journey ensues to find another 
Phoenix stone to bring the rest of him back 
before time runs out. 

The film’s emotional journey is something 
to be applauded and brings to light a unique 
family relationship that is not always at the 
forefront. “Onward” provides enough laughs, 
peril and underlying meaning to create an 
exceptional cinematic experience for the 
whole family. It is perhaps not an upper-tier 
Disney Pixar film, but an excellent addition 
nonetheless. Rating: 9/10.

“Impractical Jokers: The Movie.” 

Everyone’s favorite show on TruTv comes 
to the big screen with a feature-length film 
detailing a redemption road trip to Florida 
for Joe, Sal, Murr and Q as they look to make 
amends with Paula Abdul.

Yes, the sentence you just read is an 
accurate description of the plot of this film. 
Yes, I know it sounds terrible. Yes, it is 
terrible. In what is a very obvious money 
grab for the four jokers, they somehow try 
to tie in a plot that has no business being on 
a screen. 

The movie has its moments as the jokers 
perform some skits similar to the format of 
the show. Let’s just say even if you’re a big 
fan of the show, you probably will feel let 
down by this movie. The jokers should stick 
to what they’re good at and that is being an 
entertaining television option when nothing 
else is on. Rating: 3/10.

“Just Mercy.” This legal drama film, 
directed by Destin Daniel Cretton, is based 
on the true story of Walter McMillan, who 
is wrongfully incarcerated for a murder of a 
white woman in Alabama. Defense attorney 
Bryan Stevenson takes on the case and has 
to fight against the inherent racial injustice 
embedded in Alabama’s legal system in the 
late 1980s and early ‘90s. 

Michael B. Jordan and Jamie Foxx 
deliver incredible performances in roles 
that were made for them to play. Brie 
Larson contributes her usual excellence in 
a supporting role as Eva Ansley, who was 
instrumental in forming the Equal Justice 
Initiative along with Stevenson. 

“Just Mercy” presents the harsh realities 
of the American justice system and 
highlights the racial disparities that still 
exist today. The film was unjustly snubbed 
from many of the major award shows, aside 
from a Best Supporting Actor nomination for 

Jamie Foxx at the SAG awards. 
“Just Mercy” is an exceptional 

achievement of film that takes you on an 
emotional journey that will open your eyes 
to the struggles of those who are most 
affected by racism in the criminal justice 
system. Rating: 9/10.

“Harley Quinn: Birds of Prey.”
The newest installment in the DC 

Cinematic Universe revolves around the 
story of Harley Quinn and her team of female 
vigilantes as they combat crime boss Roman 
Sinonis, otherwise known as Black Mask. 

The movie can be described as fun, 
chaotic, lively, confusing and many other 
adjectives that leave me on the fence. Margot 
Robbie puts in another stellar performance 
as Quinn, portraying the famous villain/
heroine’s crazed personality while still 
providing the charm that has created her 
cult following. Ewan McGregor, on the other 
hand, didn’t seem like a great fit for his role. 
It was tough to truly be fearful of this lunatic 
crime boss when all I could see was Obi Wan 
Kenobi. 

Likewise, Rosie Perez, wasn’t at all 
believable as a hardcore cop who can 
apparently take down multiple combatants 
at once while standing five feet tall. I credit 
director, Cathy Yan, for her originality and 
bold style, but the film just felt devoid of flow 
and natural humor. All in all, ‘Birds of Prey,’ 
is worth the watch for the true comic book 
fans, but others may find the film puzzling 
and a waste of potential. Rating: 6/10.

“The Way Back.” This sports/drama 
film, directed by Gavin O’Connor, tells the 
story of Jack Cunningham, a construction 
worker and former high school basketball 
star in California who struggles with 
alcoholism. 

Cunningham, played by Ben Affleck, is 

asked to coach a struggling basketball team 
at his alma mater. In true sports movie 
fashion, Cunningham takes a liking to 
mentoring the players and finds purpose in 
his otherwise barren life. Affleck does a nice 
job with this role and makes us almost forget 
that he recently played Batman.

The film has its sports clichés, but I didn’t 
mind the feel-good moments amidst this 
pandemic we’re all experiencing. Viewers 
may be surprised at the story arc of the film 
as it centers mostly on Cunningham’s life as 
opposed to being basketball focused. 

“The Way Back” is a solid addition to the 
sports movie genre and is a good watch for 
those looking for perseverance and hope in 
a time when we all need it. Rating: 7.5/10.

Nothing to Do at Home? Recently Released Films to Consider Watching 

Rick M. Pezzullo has had plenty of opportunities 
to catch up on his movie watching in recent 
weeks.

Original, folk and grassroots activist 
musicians have been the heartbeat of 
Clearwater’s musical community and 
more than two dozen artists from across 
the country will be performing in a 12-
hour Mother’s Day tribute to Toshi 
Seeger on Sunday, May 10 from 10 a.m. 
to 10 p.m. The event will be curated by 
a favorite Clearwater Festival performer 
Fred Gillen Jr.  

This event will honor Toshi Seeger, 
whose creative vision and environmental 
work made an enormous impact in 
the Hudson Valley, which lives on in 
Clearwater’s traditions today. Beyond 
being an organizer, mother, road manager, 
photographer and camera woman, Pete 
Seeger often credited his wife as “the 
brains behind the operation.” She also 
served on the Newport Folk Festival 
board from its inception, insisting that 
they bring the musicians to the stage 
that were the mentors to the popular folk 
musicians of the 1960s. 

She also helped found Folklore 
Research Films and worked on the 
Rainbow Quest TV Series produced 
by Sholem Rubenstein. Toshi was 
executive producer of “The Power of 

Song,” she booked many musicians for 
Clearwater’s Great Hudson Revival, 
started the groundbreaking Litter-
Picking & Recycling initiative and 
ensured wheelchair accessibility and ASC 
interpretative signing at the festival. 

There will be story tributes throughout 
the day by musicians, Seeger family 
members and others.

The Facebook Live concert will raise 
much-needed funds for Clearwater’s 
critical environmental action initiatives 
and educational programming. 
Performers and presenters include David 
and Jacob Bernz; Laura Bowman; Tom 
Breiding; Sarah Browne; Kitama Cahill-
Jackson; Julie Corbalis; John Cronin; 
Moraya DeGeare; KJ Denhert; Emma’s 
Revolution; Susan Fisher Wright; Lori 
Frazer-Gross; Fred Gillen Jr.; Shirl and 
Steve Kaplan of Great Blue; Manna Jo 
Greene; Lisa Gutkin; Reggie Harris; 
Markley & Balmer; Mel and Vinnie; 
Rick and Donna Nestler; Tinya Seeger; 
Carolann Solebello; Spook Handy; and 
Matt Turk. For the full schedule and concert 
lineup, visit https://www.facebook.com/
events/3086082568081247.

The COVID-19 pandemic is a global 
crisis and leaves many unable to be 
together on Mother’s Day. This event 
can unite families and share music in the 
spirit of Clearwater’s folk and grassroots 
tradition.

This concert and other Clearwater 
fundraising efforts support the important 
environmental work, which includes:
•	 Promoting safe decommissioning of 

nuclear power plants, including Indian 
Point. Clearwater sponsored the 
groundbreaking Fall 2019 Regional 
Decommissioning Forum, whose 
information was the foundation 
of legislative policy in 2020 for 
a statewide Decommissioning 
Oversight Board of New York State 
agencies; 

•	 Opposing new fossil fuel plants 
such as the proposed Danskammer 
expansion;

•	 Participating in the investigation of 
industrial runoff into the Hudson 
River from riverfront communities;

•	 Promoting the cleanup of PFOS, 
which contaminated Newburgh’s 
drinking water supply, from the source 
at Stewart Air National Guard Base; 

•	 Ensuring accountability in the 
ongoing participation in the Hudson 
River PCB remediation; and

•	 Building a renewable energy future 
with the development of a seven-
county Mid-Hudson Regional 
Renewable Energy Implementation 
Plan. 

Toshi Seeger, wife of folk music legend Pete 
Seeger, will be the subject of a Mother’s Day 
tribute concert on Facebook that will also 
serve as a fundraiser for Clearwater.



A BIG TIME THANK YOU TO OUR READERS!

TheNORTHERN WESTCHESTER

“Always look forward to your 
weekly newspaper and your sup-
port of the Pleasantville Garden 
Club of which I am a member.”

“Keep up the good work. You are 
so important to our community.”

“� anks for your great reporting. 
Good luck with the fundraising”

“I imagine how incredibly help-
ful your news is to everyone 
right now. Sending support!!!!!”

“Our family enjoys reading your 
paper each week! � ank you for all 
the great work you do and thank 
you for keeping us informed about 
all the local news in our area!!”

“� ank you Martin Wilbur for 
always being there for us when 
we need news coverage! Love you 
guys and � e Examiner News!
”

“We’re in this � ght together. Times 
are tough, but we’ll get through 
this. Stay strong.”  

“� ank you for all you do to 
bring local news to the com-
munity. We’re all better for 
having you around, and I’m 
glad to be able to do my part.”

“Great local news. Apple Pie and 
the Examiner!”

“Keep up the great journalism 
and important work. Old school 
community journalism at its best.”

“We are devout readers of � e Ex-
aminer. A publication like this is 

a necessity in our small local com-
munities. Rarely do we go into 
Starbucks, the barber shop or the 
lobby at the Jacob Burns without 
seeing people engrossed in an is-
sue. We are proud to support a 
paper based on integrity and a 
generous community spirit.”

“It’s an honor to support such a 
fantastic enterprise that means so 
much to our communities.”

“I � ank You, Mount Kisco 
� anks You and William Raveis 
Real Estate � anks You. I Love 
� e Examiner”

“� is community is in desperate 
need of a local, community news 
source, especially as we wade into 
these uncharted waters caused by 
coronavirus. Adam is an amazing 
journalist who’s built an upstand-
ing, quality news out� t. He’s been 
there for all of us, now it’s time 
to be there for him and his team. 
Godspeed, Adam.”

“Proud supporter of � e Exam-
iner. It’s my favorite resource for 
news and happenings in our com-
munity.”

“We have been fans and friends 
of Adam Stone and were fortu-
nate enough to watch him create 
and print the � rst edition of � e 
Examiner in 2007. Adam, his 
team, and the paper are a shining 
light in our community. It’s not a 
� im � am local rag, it’s real jour-
nalism that addresses the tough 
issues while celebrating and docu-
menting the lives of our neighbors. 
Local news is important, it’s where 

national news starts... I’m proud 
that they are in my community 
and happy to support them in any 
way I can.”

“Your service to the community 
deserves support in regular cir-
cumstances too, but especially in 
these di�  cult times.”

“You’ve always supported our 
community and it’s with great 
pleasure that we return the favor. 
May � e Examiner continue to 
serve and thrive.”

“I worked for � e Examiner for 
about 3 1/2 years as a freelance 
sports writer and newspaper dis-
tributor. I learned a lot working 
with Adam, Ray and Andy, and 
they helped and supported me as 
I moved on to become a full-time 
sports reporter at the Poughkeep-
sie Journal. � e Examiner is a 
venerable weekly, and I’m more 
than happy to o� er my support 
during these hard times.”

“I thank you for balanced 
informative local news. 
we gladly support you.”

“Looking forward to con-
tinued fair and accurate lo-
cal reporting. Wishing your 
sta�  and readers good health.”

“As a member of CD17Indivisible, 
I much appreciate the outlet you 
have provided for the many letters 
to the Editor published in support 
of key local issues. We believe in 
a Free press that provides a voice 
to those who seek to call atten-
tion to Community concerns. As 

such, I am pleased to contribute 
to your continuance and suc-
cess in these challenging times.”

“So proud of what you are doing for 
your community!!! � ank you!”

“� ank you for always cover-
ing Lakeland & Panas Sports!”

“We look forward to read-
ing the hard copy of your 
Examiner every week. 
Martin Wilbur’s reporting is ac-
curate and always right on target.”

“Putnam Examiner does a great job 
promoting student-athletes in our 
community Stay safe and healthy.”

“Your reporting on local govern-
ment news is excellent! We also 
enjoy your columnists, especial-
ly Nick Antonaccio on wine, Bill 
Primavera (“� e Home Guru”), 
and Brian Kleupfel on bird-
ing. Keep up the great work!”

“You’ve always been their for 
Fox Lane so we’re here for you.”

“Adam, Martin and team, � e Ex-
aminer is an important and val-
ued resources for our community!”

� ank you to the 331 readers who, as of late Sunday morning (in contributions of mostly $25 to $100) donated $24,338 
and growing.We appreciate all of the ongoing generosity and kind words.

To contribute, visit: givebutter.com/theexaminernews
Tax

Deductible!
You may also donate by check. Make checks payable to 
Examiner Media and mail to P.O. Box 611, Mt. Kisco NY 10549. 
Checks payable to Examiner Media are not tax-deductible.

For a tax-deductible check, email astone@theexaminernews.com for 
instructions. Online donations at givebutter.com/theexaminernews are 

tax-deductible. However, online donations through PayPal at 
theexaminernews.com/donate are not tax-deductible.


