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By Anna Young

With rising COVID-19 cases 
placing an abundance of students, 
teachers and staff members in 
quarantine, Carmel school officials 
have opted to switch the district to 
remote learning through 2021.  

During a special Board of Edu-
cation meeting last Thursday, In-
terim Superintendent Eric Stark 
announced plans to shutter all 
schools through January 8. He said 
the current surge in coronavirus 
cases has placed a burden on the 
school district, asserting the health 
risk Putnam County faces with the 
holiday season underway. 

All schools will begin remote 
learning on December 14, except 
for Carmel High School, which 
transitioned to remote learning on 
Monday due to a new positive COV-
ID-19 case. 

“At the district level, we believe 
that the next four weeks will be 

critical,” Stark said during the De-
cember 3 meeting. “With the infec-
tion rate where it is right now and 
especially if it continues to increase, 
we cannot sustain our current mod-
el without compromising many 
things, but above all without com-
promising the health and safety of 
our students and staff.”

Overall, the district will be 
closed for a total of 13 days, not 
including the holiday recess at the 
end of December. 

While some board members 
citied some grievances with closing 
schools and the impact it’ll have on 
education, Stark explained there 
are inconsistencies in learning 
when students are placed in quar-
antine and teachers are expected 
to swiftly adapt to the situation. 
Stark indicated students would ben-
efit from learning remotely on the 
same platform during this time. 

Furthermore, he said the dis-
trict has been bogged down work-

ing with the Department of Health 
to contact trace every time there’s 
a positive coronavirus case, adding 
with large numbers of teachers, 
teaching assistants, custodians, bus 
drivers, monitors, etc. in quaran-
tine, the district is facing a staffing 
shortage. 

“This directly impacts our 
schools and we have had quite an 
uptick in positive cases among our 
students and staff, as well as very 
large numbers of students and 
staff who have needed to quaran-
tine,” Stark said. “As is the case 
throughout the region, we are 
having a lot of difficulty in finding 
substitutes in all categories of em-
ployees.”

Overall, 922 students have had 
to quarantine since September, of-
ficials said, with 48 percent, or 439, 
of those students quarantined in 
the last two weeks. Of the 158 staff 
members who have had to quaran-
tine since September, 42 percent 

were also in the last two weeks. 
Officials added that the district 

has also received several requests 
from parents to switch their chil-
dren from in-person learning to 
remote learning, citing a fear their 
child could be exposed to the virus 
and  forced into a quarantine that 
would disrupt the holidays. 

While Stark stressed the deci-
sion to close wasn’t made lightly, 
Trustee Eric Mittelstadt called the 
districts findings and decisions “bo-
gus.”

“I think this is an awful model 
and I’m not really in favor of it at 
all,” Mittelstadt said. “I think we 
should find a way to keep these 
kids in school as long as possible 
in any way possible, especially the 
K-4.”

Trustee Matt Vanacoro also 
urged officials to find a way to bring 
the elementary school grade levels 
back to school sooner. 

As the district moves to remote 

learning, Stark said teachers will be 
allowed in the school buildings to 
teach from their classrooms. While 
there have been no furloughs at 
this time, Stark said a conversation 
on the topic between administra-
tors and the Board of Education will 
begin this week. 

Board Vice President Michelle 
Yorio said that while the board may 
be resistant to the district’s deci-
sion, it’s one they have to live with. 
The decision, which was made by 
Stark, did not require board ap-
proval. 

“This is not an easy decision for 
any of you to make and there’s no 
easy choice here,” Yorio said. “Even 
though I would prefer to have eve-
rybody in school all the time, we 
don’t have to like it, we just have to 
live with it and let’s just hope we can 
get through this season without a 
tremendous uptick and that things 
can look a lot better moving for-
ward when we return in January.”

Carmel Schools Shift to Remote Learning Through 2021 

Beagle Abandoned in Carmel 
The Putnam County SPCA is seeking information regarding the abandonment of an adult female 
beagle. On December 1, at approximately 1 p.m., a delivery driver observed an individual push the 
dog out of an older model, Black Jeep Wrangler onto the side of Route 301, in the Town of Carmel. 
The vehicle then sped off as the dog attempted to follow it. The witness was able to catch the dog 
and brought it to the Putnam Humane shelter. The Putnam County SPCA is asking for anyone that 
might have information on this incident to please contact the Putnam County SPCA Humane Law 
Enforcement Division at 845-520-6915. SPCA Chief Ken Ross stated, “Abandonment of any animal is 
a crime in New York State. Anyone who does this, especially at this time of year, is heartless.”

Putnam COVID-19 Breakdown:
Countywide: 3,164 

(active 153)
Carmel: 1,126

Southeast: 718
Kent: 457

Patterson: 339
Putnam Valley: 327

Philipstown: 197
Hospitalized: 13

By Rick Pezzullo

An unlicensed motorist driving drunk 
was indicted Friday in a head-on collision 
that injured four in June on Route 9D in 
Philipstown.

Putnam County District Attorney Robert 
Tendy announced that Elmer Medina, 44, 
was indicted by a Grand Jury in Putnam of 
aggravated vehicular assault and aggravated 
driving while intoxicated, both felonies.

During the evening rush hour on June 
29, Medina allegedly drove on the wrong 
side of the road into oncoming traffic and 
slammed head-on at a high rate of speed 
into a vehicle carrying a mother and her 
three children.

The female driver required surgery on 
her neck and two of her three children suf-
fered injuries and burns. Medina was also 
injured and sent to the hospital.

Medina was found to be intoxicated at 
the time of the crash and had no license. If 
convicted, he faces up to five to 15 years in 
state prison.

Tendy thanked New York State Po-
lice and Investigator Jaemie Caban of the 
Putnam District Attorney’s Office for their 
work in the case, which is being prosecut-
ed by Assistant District Attorney Nicholas 
LaStella.

Unlicensed DWI Driver 
Indicted in Head-On 
Crash that Injured Four
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By Rick Pezzullo

State Assemblyman Kevin 
Byrne (R, C, Ref-Mahopac) is host-
ing a holiday toy and food drive in 
partnership with Ronald McDon-
ald House Charities and various 
local food pantries that serve the 
region, through December 17.

 “The holiday season is about 
giving, and now more than ever 
it is essential to help local fami-
lies in need,” said Byrne. “The 
pandemic has wreaked havoc on 
so many members of our com-
munities, many of whom rely on 
food pantries during the holiday 
season. Giving back by provid-

ing them with food on their tables 
and gifts for their children during 
this holiday season is a simple but 
meaningful act to spread holiday 
cheer. I am grateful for the op-
portunity to team up with Ronald 
McDonald House Charities and 
help support our many local food 
pantries to serve our community.”

Any unwrapped toys donated 
will go to the Ronald McDonald 
House Charities to give to families 
who are staying in their charitable 
residences while their children 
struggle with a medical crisis. 
Any non-perishable food dona-
tions will go to local food pantries.

Drop-off locations for the 
drive are:

· Carmel Diner: 63 Gleneida Ave., 
Carmel Hamlet
· Patterson Rec Center: 65 Front St., 
Patterson
· Putnam Valley Town Hall: 265 
Oscawana Lake Rd., Putnam Valley
· Southeast Town Hall: 1360 NY-22, 
Brewster
· mahopac Library: 668 US-6, 
mahopac
· Somers Dunkin Donuts: 325 Route 
100, Somers Town Center, Somers
· V Bagels: 1 Lee Blvd., Jefferson 
Valley
· V Bagels Brewster: 2505 Carmel 
Ave., Brewster

Assemblyman Kevin Byrne’s holiday drive runs through December 17.

Assemblyman Byrne Hosting 
Holiday Toy and Food Drive

By Rick Pezzullo

A public hearing is set to be 
held on December 16 to establish 
salaries next year for appointed of-
ficers in Putnam County.

The hearing will take place at 
4:30 and 6:30 p.m. before Putnam 
County Executive MaryEllen 
Odell via Audio Webcast, the link 
to which can be found at www.
putnamcountyny.gov.

If approved by the Putnam 
County Legislature, the Local Law 
shall take effect 45 days after its 
passage and is subject to permis-
sive referendum.

The highest salary being 
proposed is for Michael Neshei-
wat, Commissioner of Health, at 
$190,383. Next in line is Michael 
Piazza, Commissioner of Social 
Services/Mental Health/Youth 
Bureau at $151,139, followed by 
Paul Eldridge, Personnel Direc-

tor, at $141,776.
Other employees that are part 

of the hearing include: Michele 
Alfano-Sharkey, County Audi-
tor ($115,094); Diane Schon-
feld, Clerk of the Legislature 
($102,363); Director of Real Prop-
erty Tax Services ($100,591); 
Catherine Croft, Commissioner 
of Board of Elections ($95,956); 
and Anthony Scannapieco, Com-
missioner of Board of Elections 
($95,956).

Copies of the Local Law are 
available at the Office of the 
Putnam County Legislature, 
Room 313, 40 Gleneida Avenue, 
Carmel, New York 10512.

Comments will also be ac-
cepted via regular mail submitted 
to the above referenced address, 
electronic mail to maryellen.
odell@putnamcountyny.gov, and 
facsimile to (845) 808-1901.

Hearing Slated on 
Salaries for Top Putnam 
County Officers

By Rick Pezzullo

Brewster High School’s Demo-
cratic Congress is hosting Home 
for the Holidays, a holiday lights 
driving tour for Brewster families. 

“A few weeks ago, someone 
posted in a Facebook group that 
my mom belongs to about a holi-
day lights driving tour in Hyde 
Park and asked whether some-
thing similar could be done in 
Brewster,” said junior Nora Pal-
adino, vice president of Demo-
cratic Congress. “I thought it was 
a great idea that would build com-
munity and spread some holiday 
cheer, so I brought it up to Demo-
cratic Congress.”

After running it by the club’s 
advisors and checking in with the 
Southeast Museum (which usual-
ly does a holiday walking tour but 
unfortunately had to cancel it this 
year because of COVID), students 
decided to move forward with the 
idea.

Overall, 22 homes have regis-
tered for the event and the club is 
in the process of creating a num-

bered, anonymous map which 
will allow local families to drive 
the tour route and vote online for 
their favorite holiday lights dis-
play. From December 11 through 
December 20, each of the homes 
on the list will be lit from 5 to 9 
p.m. 

Kobacker’s has donated a gift 
card for the winner, which will be 
announced on December 22.

“Democratic Congress is the 
bridge between high school ad-
ministration and students and 
focuses on building community,” 
Paladino said. 

The club usually holds an an-
nual Day of Community, during 
which high schoolers run activi-
ties at JFK Elementary School 
and CV Starr Intermediate 
School. Since that event cannot be 
held this year due to COVID, club 
members believe activities like 
the holiday lights driving tour are 
even more important for students.  

“We’re hopeful that this event 
builds community in Brewster and 
can bring some joy to this unusual 
holiday season,” Paladino said.

Brewster High Students Host Home for the Holidays Driving Tour

members of BHS Democratic Congress pictured here at left: Diana Vink, Kristen mulvihill, at right Kayla Fox, Tahj 
Arnold, and Nora Paladino.
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By Anna Young

As COVID-19 cases continue to surge 
in New York, restaurants and non-essential 
businesses could face closure or additional 
restrictions if hospitalizations levels fail to 
stabilize and trend toward critical levels. 

Gov. Andrew Cuomo warned on Monday 
a new initiative will place a particular region 
into a shutdown, similar to what happened 
in the spring, if its seven-day COVID-19 
average indicates that within three weeks 
area hospitals will hit critical capacity. He said 
that would equate to 90 percent of a hospital’s 
volume. 

“If hospital capacity becomes critical, we’re 
going to close down that region, period,” 
Cuomo said. “We will manage the hospital 
system as well as it can be managed, but 
if you’re going to overwhelm the hospital 
system, then we have no choice to go to close 
down.”

If restrictions are implemented, indoor 
dining would be prohibited in New York City, 
with the rest of the region restricted to 25 
percent capacity. Any restaurant located in an 
area labeled an orange or red zone would only 
be allowed to serve via takeout or delivery, 
Cuomo said. 

Currently, restaurants in New York City are 
restricted to 25 percent indoor capacity, with 
the remainder of the state allowed up to 50 
percent. 

To mitigate the recent uptick in 
hospitalizations, the state Department of 
Health has called for a 25 percent increase in 
all hospital beds and is imploring retired nurses 
and doctors to return to service. Those who 
return will have their registration renewed for 
free, Cuomo said. 

He added that while New York still has one 
of the lowest positivity rates in the nation, the 
rapid rate of coronavirus spread is concerning, 
especially with the holidays approaching. More 
than 70 percent of the spread stems from small 
indoor gatherings, Cuomo said.

Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of the National 
Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, 
joined Cuomo during his press briefing and 
explained that the effects of Thanksgiving 
have yet to be seen, noting that a surge in 
cases will likely happen around Christmas. He 
characterized it as a surge upon a surge. 

“If those two things happen and we don’t 
mitigate well, and we don’t listen to the public 
health measures that we need to follow, we can 
start to see things get really bad in the middle 
of January,” Fauci said. “Without substantial 
mitigation, the middle of January can be a 
really dark time for us.”

On Monday, cases of coronavirus increased 
by 516 in Westchester, bringing the total 
number of positive cases to 55,187 since the 
start of the pandemic. The new data comes 
after Westchester tallied over 700 daily cases 
for three consecutive days. 

There are currently 7,925 active cases, 
with a 6.09 percent daily positivity rate on 
Sunday. That number is based on 8,468 tests 
administered.

“We have more than doubled the amount of 
active cases in the last three weeks,” County 
Executive George Latimer said on Monday. 
“It’s safe to say we are in the second peak of 
the disease.”

The county reported five more deaths on 
Monday, raising COVID-19-related fatalities 
to 1,534 since March. There were 19 deaths 

reported in the last week. 
Latimer added that while the county has 

not reached its hospital capacity, there were 
just over 300 virus patients in Westchester 
hospitals. There are about 3,000 hospital beds 
in the county.

Statewide there were 7,302 new positive 
cases on Monday, with total COVID 
hospitalizations now 4,602. The state recorded 
80 additional COVID-19-related fatalities, 
bringing the death toll to 27,229 since March.

“We’re coming into Hanukkah, Christmas 
and New Year’s and we will not see our 
population vaccinated before that happens,” 
County Health Commissioner Dr. Sherlita 
Amler told The Examiner. “Unless people 
listen and change their behavior, the numbers 
are going to continue to climb, both the number 

of cases and deaths.”
Of the 29 areas labeled COVID-19 hotspots 

throughout New York, Port Chester and 
Peekskill continue to report the worst infection 
rates, a trend that has remained consistent 
over the last week.

On Sunday, the seven-day rolling average 
of those tested in Port Chester rose to 11.42 
percent, an increase from 11.27 the previous 
day. Peekskill’s rolling average increased 
slightly to 10.59 percent.

Currently, portions of Ossining, Peekskill, 
Tarrytown, Yonkers and New Rochelle are 
designated a COVID-19 yellow zone. Port 
Chester is still in an orange warning zone.

The zoning designation is part of a three-
tiered, color-coded system imposed by the 
state to reduce high infection rates and 

target micro-clusters. If labeled a hotspot, 
with yellow the lowest and red the highest, 
additional restrictions are implemented to 
mitigate spread of the virus.

While Ossining and Tarrytown reported 
lower infection rates on Sunday compared to 
previous days, Yonkers and New Rochelle saw 
a slight increase, state data showed.

Ossining has a seven-day average of 8.68 
percent, with Tarrytown reporting 5.70 
percent. Yonkers is 5.76 percent, a rise from 
5.13 percent on Saturday, and New Rochelle is 
now 5.94 percent.

“It’s just sad, and it’s sadder because most of 
these things could be prevented if people just 
listened,” Amler said. “Unless people start 
getting serious and do what they need to do, 
we won’t see a decrease.”

Cuomo: Restrictions Loom Unless Virus Spread is Brought Under Control

''The wines you want before you know you want them." 

THANKSGIVING WINE TASTING 
Saturday, NOVEMBER 17 • 12:00 - 5:00 pm 

Do your shopping early for the Holidays as we will be sampling a bunch of delicious wines 
that will pair well with all the trirnrnings on your Thanksgiving table! 

WEEKLY SPECIALS November 6 • 12 
Santa Luz Sauvignon Blanc ..................................... $6.97 
Colonia Las Liebres ................................................. $7 .97 
Bogle Merlot ............................................................ $7.97 
Santa Julia Organic Tempranillo ............................... $7 .97 
Man Family Sauvignon Blanc ................................... $7.97 
19 Crimes Red ........................................................ $7.97 
Pots De Vins Rouge ................................................. $8.97 
Sand Point Pinot Noir .............................................. $8.97 
The Great American Red .......................................... $8.97 
Steinig Gruner Veltliner ............................................ $8.97 
Veramonte Cabernet ................................................ $8.97 
Murphy-Goode Red .................................................. $9.97 
Relax Riesling .......................................................... $9.97 
Jelu Pinot Noir ....................................................... $10.97 
Ch. Lamothe De Haux White .................................. $11.97 
Tenuta La Favola Nero ............................................ $11.97 
Falchini Vernaccia .................................................. $11.97 
Thouars Les Georges Chinon .................................. $11.97 
Ch. De Valmar ....................................................... $11.97 
Guigal Cotes Du Rhone .......................................... $11.97 
Zenato Valpolicella ................................................ $11.97 
Durigutti Cabernet ................................................. $11.97 
Cecchin Chardonnay .............................................. $12.97 
Millbrook Tocai Friulano ......................................... $12.97 
North Fork Project Merlot ...................................... $12.97 
Coppola Claret ...................................................... $13.97 
Vistalago Red Blend .............................................. $13.97 
Louis Martini Sonoma Cabernet .. .......................... $13.97 
Skouras Saint George ............................................ $13.97 
Gut Hermannsberg Riesling Trocken ....................... $14.97 
La Crema Monterey Chardonnay ............................ $15.97 
L'echellette Bourgogne Rouge ............................... $15.97 
Rogue Vine ltata Blanco ........................................ $15.97 
Force Celeste Chenin Blanc ................................... $16.97 
Rolet Arbois Chardonnay ....................................... $19.97 
Ravines Pinot Noir ................................................. $19.97 

SPIRITS ON SALE 
Fleischmann's Vodka 1.75L ........................... $12.97 
Clan MacGregor Scotch 1.75L... .................... $19.97 
Arette Blanco Tequila 1L ............................... $20.97 
Sailor Jerry Spiced Rum 1L ........................... $24.97 
Hendrick's Gin 750ml .................................... $31.97 
Bulleit Bourbon 750ml .................................. $33.97 

DOZENS OF OTHER ITEMS 
ON SALE IN STORE! 

FREE 
DELIVERY! 
Did you know that you can have 

Northern Westchester's best 
selection of wines and spirits 

delivered right to your 
door ••• for free? 

Give us a call or check out our 
website for details. 

Apothic Freefall 
Red Sangria 

$9.97 $13.97 
Santa Margherita Oyster Bay 

Pinot Grigio Sauvignon Blanc 
$23.97 $11.97 
Grey Goose Ninety Plus 

Vodka Sauvlgnon Blanc 
1.75L $49.97 $9.97 

Donlnl McManis 
Plnot Grlglo Cabernet 

1.5L $9.97 $8.97 
Frenzy Ketel One 

Sauvignon Blanc Vodka 
$9.97 1.75L S39.97 

Hanging Vine Santi 
Cabernet Plnot Grlglo 
S9.97 S9.97 

Alma De Los Andes Dewar's 
Malbec Scotch 

WINES ON SALE THRU NOVEMBER! 
Smoking Loon Chardonnay ................................... $7.97 
Bogle Sauvignon Blanc ......................................... $7.97 
Tratturi Primitivo ................................................... $7.97 
C'est La Vie Rouge ............................................... $8.97 
Elsa Bianchi Torrontes .......................................... $8.97 
Root 1 Carmenere ................................................ $8.97 
Nederburg Cabernet ............................................. $8.97 
Hilanda Monastrell ............................................... $9.97 
Furst Dry Riesling 1L ............................................ $9.97 
Underwood Pinot Noir ........................................ $10.97 
Hahn Merlot ...................................................... $10.97 
Artner Zweigelt .................................................. $11. 9 7 
Ch. De Brague Bordeaux Red ............................ $11.97 
Vrac Cotes Du Rhone Rouge .............................. $11.97 
Dom Rottiers Beaujolais Villages ....................... $11.97 
Murgo Etna Bianco ............................................ $11.97 
Perrini Negroamaro ............................................ $11.97 
Farnatella Chianti .............................................. $11.97 
Argiolas Costamolino ......................................... $11.97 
Occam's Razor Columbia Red ............................ $11.97 
Marietta Old Lot Vat 67 Red .............................. $11.97 
Quinta De Alorna Cabernet.. .............................. $11.97 
La Cana Albarino ............................................... $12.97 
Triennes Viognier ............................................... $12.97 
Coume Du Roy Le Desir ..................................... $12.97 
James Petit Bourgueil ........................................ $13.97 
Felino Cabernet ................................................. $14.97 
Empire State Dry Riesling .................................. $15.97 
Clos Bellane Cotes Du Rhone Blanc .................. $15.97 
Bodegas Lan Rioja Reserve ............................... $15.97 
Cecchin Malbec Roble ....................................... $15.97 
Numanthia Termes ............................................. $16.97 
Meiomi Pinot Noir .............................................. $18.97 
Dom Chalet Pouilly Fuisse ................................. $19.97 
Gerard Millet Sancerre ....................................... $19.97 
Southern Right Pinotage .................................... $23.97 

MAGNUMS ON SALE 
Carta Vieja Sauvignon Blanc ........................ $7.97 
Estrella Chardonnay ...................................... $7.97 
Trapiche Malbec ........................................... $9.97 
Rapa Nui Sauvignon Blanc ........................... $9.97 
Cadonini Pinot Noir ...................................... $9.97 
Sutter Home White Zinfandel ........................ $9.97 
Beringer Pink Moscato ................................ $10.97 
Forest Glen Cabernet.. ................................ $10.97 
BV Red Blend ............................................. $10.97 $14.97 1.75L $34.97 Johnnie Walker Black 1L ............................... $51.97 Agustinos Merlot ........................................ $11.97 

� 
WESTCHESTER'S FINE WINE & SPIRITS DESTINATION All prices 

u•• � CHECK US OUT AT: www.suburbanwines.com !!:!:'.: 
uson r""-- MONDAY-SATURDAY 9am - 9pm • SUNDAY 12pm - 5pm • SALE STARTS NOVEMBER 6 through NOVEMBER 12 ot�:=se 

ROUTE 118 • YORKTOWN GREEN SHOPPING CENTER· YORKTOWN HEIGHTS, NY· 914-962-3100 
WE ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS • WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES • SALE PRICES ARE FOR STORE STOCK ONLY! 

ON SALE IN STORE!DOZENS OF OTHER ITEMS

HOLIDAY SUPER SALE!

Now you can take us with you wherever 
you go! Download our Mobile App!

Mon - Thurs 9am - 7pm • Fri - Sat 9am - 8pm • Sun 12pm - 5pm• December 8th through December 14th.
 379 Downing Drive • Yorktown Heights, NY • 914-962-3100

 Grey Goose 
Vodka 

$39.97

 Santa Margherita  
Pinot Grigio

$21.97

Stolichnaya 
Vodka

$29.97
Kim Crawford 

Sauvignon Blanc
$12.97

Barefoot Chard,
Cab& Pinot Grigio

$9.97
Smirnoff 

Vodka
$18.971.5L

1.5L 1.75L

1.75L

1.75L

Hendricks 
Gin 

$29.97

Woodbridge Cab 
or Chardonnay

$9.97Josh
Cabernet
$11.97

Cavit 
Pinot Grigio

$11.97
Blackstone 

Merlot
$7.97

Meiomi 
Pinot Noir
$17.97

Apothic 
Winemakers Red

$8.97
Clos Du Bois 
Chardonnay

$9.97

1.5L

Jack 
Daniels
$47.971.75L

Ketel One 
Vodka

$37.971.75L

1.5L 1.5L

Kendall Jackson 
Chardonnay  

$11.97
Bread & Butter 

Chardonnay
$11.97
Bombay 

Sapphire Gin
$38.97

Mondavi Bourbon 
Barrel Cabernet

$11.97
 Yellow Tail 

Pinot Grigio 
$9.97

 Ruffi no 
Chianti 
$9.97

1.75L

Tito’s 
Vodka 

$31.971.75L

Dewars 
Scotch
$32.971.75L

Call us at 914-962-3100
or visit our website WWW.SUBURBANWINES.COM 

for more information.

Excelsior Cabernet  .........................................$6.97
Excelsior Chardonnay  .....................................$6.97
19 Crimes Red  ............................................... $7.97
Prima Perla Prosecco  ..................................... $7.97
Bogle Merlot  .................................................. $7.97
Colosi Rosso  .................................................. $7.97
Bogle Chardonnay  .......................................... $7.97
Glen Ellen Chardonnay  or Cabernet  1.5L ........ $7.97 
Ninety Plus Sauvignon Blanc  ...........................$8.97 
Josh Chardonnay  ............................................$9.97
Kris Pinot Grigio  .............................................$9.97
Hess Select Chardonnay  ...............................$10.97

Pinot Project Pinot Noir  ................................$10.97
Oyster Bay Sauvignon Blanc  .........................$11.97
Jadot Macon Villages ....................................$11.97
Mionetto Prosecco  .......................................$11.97
J Lohr Cabernet  ............................................$12.97
Rodney Strong Cabernet  ...............................$13.97
Butter Chardonnay  .......................................$13.97
Josh Pinot Noir  .............................................$14.97
Lamarca Prosecco  .......................................$14.97
La Crema Chardonnay  ..................................$14.97
Antinori Toscana  ..........................................$14.97
Hess Select Cabernet  ...................................$14.97

La Crema Pinot Noir ......................................$15.97
Kendall Jackson Cabernet  ............................$15.97 
Chandon Brut  ...............................................$15.97
Decoy Red Blend  ..........................................$16.97
Conundrum Red  ...........................................$18.97
Bailey’s 750ml  .............................................$29.97
Glenmorangie  ..............................................$39.97
Duckhorn Merlot  ..........................................$44.97
Jameson Irish Whiskey 1.75L .........................$52.97 
Jordan Cabernet  ...........................................$54.97
Talisker 10 yr  ................................................$59.97

EXPRESS CURBSIDE PICK-UP& FREE LOCAL DELIVERY 
W I N E S  &  S P I R I T SW I N E S  &  S P I R I T SW I N E S  &  S P I R I T SW I N E S  &  S P I R I T SW I N E S  &  S P I R I T S
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By Anna Young

With Westchester County 
reaching a tragic plateau in 
coronavirus-related deaths, clergy 
members and elected officials 
gathered in Yonkers last week to 
pay tribute to the more than 1,500 
residents who have died since 
March. 

County Executive George 
Latimer last Thursday hosted the 
memorial ceremony at Lenoir 
Nature Preserve, where a Ribbons 
of Remembrance monument had 
been erected in May. The memorial 
consists of a tree and rope structure 
that allows visitors to hang ribbons 
with the names of someone who 
has died of COVID-19. 

Since March, Westchester 
County has recorded 1,527 
COVID-19-related deaths as of last 
week.

Latimer said the memorial 
serves as a reminder of all we have 
lost to the virus and the resilience 
residents must continue to display 
navigating through this next phase 
of the pandemic. 

“To see people that we love 
die in a context of a pandemic is 
in some ways harder than any 
other way because what took their 
lives was not visible to us; it was 
everywhere and it was nowhere 
and it’s still there,” Latimer said. 

“We do what we have to do, not 
only for us to survive but for the 
people we interact with to survive, 
and unfortunately we have a 
monument to the fact that over 
1,500 people did not survive.”

Latimer stressed that all those 
who died were alive last Valentine’s 
Day and had the opportunity to be 
truly and fully loved by a family 
member, friend or spouse. He 
added that with every update he 
provides to the community on the 
virus, he thinks of Eastchester 
Councilman Glenn Bellitto. 

Bellitto, 62, died of coronavirus 

on Apr. 2, shortly after being 
hospitalized. At that time, Bellitto 
was one of 71 Westchester 
residents whose lives had been 
claimed by the virus. 

“Glenn was afflicted by this, 
and in almost no time at all, he 
went from being sick to being 
gone forever,” Latimer said. “The 
most important thing is that we 
remember those that have died, 
and it is a scar to talk about COVID 
and not remember the people who 
died.”

Rev. Troy DeCohen, senior 
pastor at the Mount Vernon 

Heights Congregational Church, 
implored people to remember 
that many of those who have 
died perished alone. With several 
constraints in place in area 
hospitals restricting visitors, 
many reportedly died while family 
watched or said goodbye virtually. 

With the winter months ahead, 
the memorial will now be relocated 
indoors to the main floor of the 
county Office Building at 148 
Martine Ave. in White Plains. 

Members of the public are still 
welcome to add names to the 
monument at its new location.

“This pandemic will pass, 
but for anyone who hung a 
ribbon and everyone else who is 
grieving a loved one they lost to 
COVID, there is a hole that will 
always remain forever,” Board of 
Legislators Chairman Ben Boykin 
(D-White Plains) said. “We must 
remember, and we must commit 
ourselves to always remember.”

Westchester Officials Memorialize Lives Lost to COVID-19 in Ceremony 

Directions from Rt 6, Kohl's:  Take Westbrooke Dr to circle, 
take 4th rt  Oregon Rd 1 mile

From Peekskill; Follow N. Division St. 3 miles from city line
Open every day 9:00-7:00  • Credit Cards Accepted

Curt's Homestead Floral Designs
1062 Oregon Rd. 

Cortlandt Manor, 914 736-0506 We 
Deliver, 

Anywhere!

UNIQUE 

COLORS!

HOLIDAY ARRANGEMENTS
Centerpieces • Teleflora Specials

CHRISTMAS TREES
   Poinsettias • Wreaths • Cemetery Tributes 

Custom Made Fruit & Gourmet Baskets

Fresh Cut, 
Nov. 25

Present this 
Ad 

for 10% OFF 
Evergreen 
Products! 

� e Greater Mahopac-Carmel 
Chamber of Commerce

would like to thank & wish all members...

a Very a Very 
Happy, Healthy Happy, Healthy 
&  Prosperous&  Prosperous

Holiday SeasonHoliday Season

A Perfect Piece for Every Occasion

968 Broadway • � ornwood
(ShopRite/CVS Shopping Center)

914-741-1920

• Diamond Se� ings • Polish
• Rhodium & Gold Plating

Most work 
done while you wait.

• Special Orders • Appraisals
• Jewelry Repairs • Engraving
• Restringing • Watch Repair

Holiday Sale Going On Now!Holiday Sale Going On Now!

County Executive George Latimer pauses to reflect and remember the more than 
1,500 Westchester residents who have died so far from COVID-19 at the Ribbons 
of Remembrance monument at Lenoir Nature Preserve in Yonkers.

Ballard-Durand Honors, Pays Tribute 
to Those Affected By COVID-19

As a tribute and memorial to 
those whose lives have been 
affected by the pandemic, Ballard-
Durand Funeral Home presents 
the Ballard Hope Tree, a living 
symbol of hope and will. 

“Adorned with 15,000 
shimmering green lights and flying 
dove ornaments, we designed 
the Ballard Hope Tree to provide 
a feeling of calm, reflection and 
encouragement to those who need 
it,” said owner Matthew Fiorillo.

The goal is for the community, 
families and individuals to view 
the Hope Tree as a beacon of 
peace and renewal in the midst of 
their heaviness and to experience 

comfort and healing. 
“The Ballard Hope Tree will let 

our communities know that they 
are not alone, that their families 
and loved ones will not be forgotten 
and that we greatly appreciate our 
community members who put 
their lives at great risk to assist 
others during the height of the 
pandemic,” Fiorillo said. 

The Ballard Hope Tree will 
be displayed outside Ballard-
Durand’s White Plains location 
on Maple Avenue on the corner of 
South Broadway.

For more information, call 
914-949-0566 or visit www.
BallardDurand.com.
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VEUVE 
CLICQUOT 

CHAMPAGNE 
750 ML

JOHNNIE 
WALKER RED

1.75 L

DEWAR’S 
SCOTCH 

1.75 L

ABSOLUT 
VODKA
1.75 L

SMIRNOFF 
VODKA
1.75 L

SVEDKA 
VODKA
1.75 L

JAMESON 
IRISH WHISKEY

1.75 L
$4599$2999 $2099 $1999$3399$3299 $5199

MOET & 
CHANDON  

CHAMPAGNE
750 ML

7% OFF
ANY  SINGLE

BOTTLE
SPIRIT PURCHASE
Not valid on sale items.
May not be combined 

with other offers.
with coupon only. 
Expires 12/31/20
LOCAL 

DELIVERY!
CALL FOR 
DETAILS

EVERYDAY 
SPECIALS ALL TYPES

BLACK BOX 3L
$19.99

WOODBRIDGE 1.5L
$11.99

YELLOWTAIL 1.5L
$11.99

BAREFOOT 1.5L
$11.99

LINDEMAN’S 1.5L
$9.99

MEZZA 
CORONA

PINOT GRIGIO
1.5 L

$1199

CASAMIGOS  
BLANCO 
TEQUILA

750 ML
$4199

CAVIT 
PINOT 
GRIGIO

1.5L
$1299

JIM BEAM 
BOURBON 

1.75 L
$2999

MIONETTO 
PROSECCO

750 ML
$1199

JOHNNIE WALKER 
BLUE LABEL
750 ML

$17999
WOODFORD 
RESERVE 
BOURBON 
1.75 L

$5999

JOEL GOTT 
CAB

J. LOHR 
CAB.

BOGLE 
MERLOT 

BOGLE 
CHARDONNAY 

SIMI 
CABERNET

$1599 $1599 $799 $899 $1899

STAGS LEAP 
ARTEMAS 
CABERNET

RUFFINO 
CHIANTI 

TAN

KIM 
CRAWFORD 

SAUV. BLANC

KENDALL 
JACKSON 

CHARDONNAY

WOLFFER
SUMMER IN 
A BOTTLE

$5999 $2099 $1399 $1299 $2699

FRANK FAMILY 
NAPA 
CAB 

SEQUOIA GROVE 
NAPA VALLEY 

CAB. 

SILVER OAK
ALEXANDER 
VALLEY CAB.

SMITH & 
HOOK 
CAB

 E. GUIGAL 
COTES 

DU RHONE

SEBASTIANI 
CABERNET $3999$3999 $6999 $1699 $1299 $1499

20% OFF
A CASE OF WINE

MIX & MATCH. 
SALE ITEMS EXCLUDED

750 ML 750 ML 750 ML 750 ML 750 ML 750 ML

750 ML

$3999

MAKER’S 
MARK BOURBON

1.75 L
$4999

JACK DANIEL’S 
BOURBON

1.75 L
$4799

BASIL HAYDEN’S 
BOURBON  

750 ML
$3999

JOHNNIE 
WALKER BLACK

1.75 L
$6999

WIDOW JANE 
BOURBON

750 ML
$5999

 GREY 
GOOSE VODKA

1.75 L
$4499

 BELVEDERE 
VODKA

1.75 L
$4699

 KETEL ONE 
VODKA

1.75 L
$3999

Holiday Hours
Mon. -Sat. 

9:30AM - 9:00PM
Sunday: 

12-6:00PM

Prices good through 
Dec. 31, 2020 • Must 
present ad for sale 

prices

To  All Our Neighbors 
and Customers:

During these challenging times we 
remain dedicated to serving our 

community and take every precaution 
to keep you safe while shopping.

In addition, we offer curbside pickup 
and local delivery 

for your convenience and safety.

★ ★

Shoprite/CVS Center • 1004 Broadway Thornwood • 914-747-8071
Thornwood Wines & Spirits Please call us for 

Holiday Gift suggestions
Big & Small!

BOMBAY 
SAPPHIRE GIN 1.75L
OR TANQUERAY GIN

1.75L
$3999

Shoprite/CVS Center • 1004 Broadway Thornwood • 914-747-8071
hornwood Wines & Spiritshornwood Wines & Spirits Holiday Gift suggestions

$44

Shoprite/CVS Center • 1004 Broadway Thornwood • 914-747-8071
TT
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As many families gear up for the holiday 
season, Westchester County Executive 
George Latimer and the Department of 
Social Services (DSS) are asking for help to 
lift the spirits of the county’s foster children. 

DSS has announced it is soliciting gift 
card donations this year as a part of the 
department’s annual holiday gift drive for 
the children.

This year’s modification to gift cards – in 
lieu of shopping for, handling and distribution 
of boxed toys – is meant to ensure the least 
possible contact with others for the donor 
and the person who is donating while still 
allowing for the drive to be held.

“While we face a holiday season like no 

other in our lifetimes, it is important to still 
take time to remember those less fortunate 
in our community while still ensuring safety 
protocols are followed,” Latimer said. “This 
holiday gift drive provides that opportunity.”

The effort has provided gifts for the 
children DSS serves for the last 15 years, 
and this year is the most difficult. Each 
donation goes a long way to bringing some 
holiday cheer to children.

Currently, Westchester County has more 
than 500 children in foster care, from infants 
to 21 years old.

“Westchester’s foster families are 
eternally grateful to those who have 
supported the drive over the last 15 years,” 

said DSS Commissioner Kevin McGuire. 
“We look forward to another successful – 
albeit different – effort.”

Gift cards to local Westchester businesses 
are preferred but all age-appropriate gift 
cards are welcome. The drive is also 
accepting monetary donations. Checks may 
be made payable to the Westchester Child 
Welfare Holiday Fund.

Gift cards and questions can be directed 
to Barbara M. Sabater, program coordinator 
of constituent affairs, Department of Social 
Services, 112 E. Post Rd., White Plains, N.Y. 
10994. For more information, call 914-995-
1937.

DSS Holiday Gift Drive to Lift Spirit of 
Westchester’s Foster Children

Q. What are the symptoms of a kidney stone?  
A: You might feel waves of severe pain in your back or 
side below the ribs. Pain might spread to your groin 
and lower abdomen. Nausea, vomiting and blood in 
the urine are possible. If you experience extreme pain, 
vomiting, or fever, go to an urgent care facility, or your 
hospital ER. Otherwise, have your symptoms evaluated 
by your primary care physician. 

Q: What actually is a kidney stone? 
A: A stone is rock-like material formed within the 
kidney. Most stones have a calcium component, and are 
caused by inadequate fluid intake, an overabundance 
of calories, and excessive salt intake. Stones with a 
uric acid component are caused by an excessive meat 
intake. When a stone passes out of the kidney and 
enters the ureter, the tube becomes blocked, urine 
backs up, the kidney swells and pain results. 

Q: What are my treatment options?   
A: A small stone may “pass” from your body naturally. 
If necessary, your physician can provide medication 
for pain and nausea and allow natural passage of the 
stone. Uric acid stones can sometimes be dissolved 

with medication. A large stone blocking a kidney, 
or a stone associated with an infection, can be life-
threatening and must be treated urgently. For stones 
that cannot pass on their own, a urologist may advise 
one of three outpatient procedures, depending on 
the size and location of the stone. 
(a) External shock waves to shatter the stone, turning 
it to smaller stones that can then pass on their own.
(b) Inserting a small telescope to laser the stone into 
tiny fragments.
(c) If the stone is very large, a telescope is passed 
directly into the kidney through ones back to fragment 
and remove the stone. 

Q: Can I help prevent kidney stones from forming? 
A: Yes, however, once a kidney stone is removed, if a 
person does not change his or her diet or fluid intake, 
there’s a 70 percent chance another will form. Help 
prevent calcium stones by remaining well-hydrated. 
Avoid consuming large amounts of dark leafy
vegetables, peanuts, Vitamin C tablets and chocolate. 
To avoid forming a uric acid-type stone, limit meat, 
including red meat, chicken or fish.   

Could You Have A Kidney Stone? 
Learn about symptoms, treatment 
and prevention...

Ask the Doctor
Dr. Warren Bromberg, MD, FACS
Chief, Urology Division
Co-Director, Institute for Robotic and 
Minimally Invasive Surgery
Northern Westchester Hospital

Learn more about Dr. Bromberg, 
visit nwh.northwell.edu/
bromberg

Ten Washington Ave., Pleasantville, NY
Across from the Burns Film Center

914.769.8322
sta� @pleasantvillebooks.com

Come browse our selection of 
hand-selected books, 

unique cards and more! 
Open seven days a week. 

Overwhelmed Caring 
for your Loved One?

Call us today!

Please call for a free consult today: 914.265.4299 
Visit www.ecstaffingsolutions.com for more information

When Experience Counts
Count on Experience

Home Care Licensed by NYS Dept. of Health
Owned and operated by registered nurses 

Services Include:
Home Health Aides • Companion Care

Dementia Care • Senior Housing Options
Home Management • Medication Management

Customized programs to fit your needs

READY, WILLING & ABLE
Ready: The need for REAL ESTATE is always present

Willing: To help with those needs in a changing environment
Able: To work with you in our new normal

 

As we move to the next step in re-opening the local real estate market,
contact me to help with your important decisions... 

Because my time is your time.
Sharon L. Foley

Lic. Real Estate Salesperson
370 Manville Road, Pleasantville

C: 914.649.1157
O: 914.769.2222

E: Sharon.Foley@ERA.com
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By Martin Wilbur

The North Castle Town Board is scheduled 
to review the Final Environmental Impact 
Statement (FEIS) this week for a hotel 
and residential plan for a 32.5-acre parcel 
formerly owned by IBM.

At its most recently meeting on Nov. 
18, the board signaled to representatives 
of the Eagle Ridge project that it prefers 
to have a hotel as part of the proposal 
after the applicant sought to eliminate the 
lodging facility earlier this year because the 
hospitality industry has been hard hit by the 
pandemic.

Town officials, however, have pressed 
the developer to include a hotel in the plan, 
particularly after the town’s only hotel, La 
Quinta Inn on Business Park Drive, left town 
last year.

Last month the developer, MADD 
Madonna Armonk LLC sought direction 
from town officials.

“We’re really looking for guidance, which 
direction we’re going to be going in the 
findings statement, whether it’s the hotel as 
part of the project, which was the preferred 
alternative in the FEIS, or the all-townhouse 
alternative that we presented,” said Kory 
Salamone, an attorney for the applicant.

According to the FEIS, the property on 
North Castle Drive, would be subdivided 
into two parcels, one of 17 acres, the other 
15.5 acres. The smaller parcel, which is on 
the northern portion of the land, is proposed 
to have a four-story, 72,000-square-foot 115-
room hotel. The facility would include a 135-

seat restaurant, a 45-seat bar and a junior 
ballroom for up to 100 guests.

On the same parcel to the east, there 
would be 59 condominiums in a four-story, 
71,600-squre-foot multifamily building, 
consisting of 39 two-bedroom units and 
20 one-bedroom units. Eleven of the units 
would be affordable.

On the 17-acre portion, 50 market-rate 
townhouses that are age-restricted for 
55-year-olds and up have been proposed. 
The townhouses would each contain two 
bedrooms with an office or den, a two-car 
garage and two off-street parking spaces.

While the board wants the developer to 
pursue FEIS with the hotel, some expressed 
concern during the board’s last meeting 
about excessive density and whether the 
project would be in character with the town. 
Councilwoman Barbara DiGiacinto was also 
skeptical that the project would be suitable 
for the area and if it would trigger additional 
costs to the town, such as fire service or 
additional traffic.

“This is a very big project and obviously 
it’s going to generate taxes to the town, but 
my concern is that what cost to the town in 
terms of a project like this, perhaps it’s going 

to force us to go to a paid fire department,” 
DiGiacinto said. “That would be a new 
budget item for us and it would be a very 
significant budget item for us.”

Councilman Barry Reiter appeared to be 
more aggregable toward the proposal.

“I think it’s a good project and I think 
we need a hotel in this town,” Reiter said. 
“We need something that really provides a 
service. I guess that’s what needs to be fine-
tuned.”

The review of the FEIS will be during 
Wednesday’s Town Board meeting, which 
starts at 7:30 p.m.

No. Castle to Review Eagle Ridge FEIS With Hotel Part of Plan

Aardvark Pet Supplies 
has moved!

1016 Broadway
Thornwood,  NY 10549

BUYING
COMIC BOOK
COLLECTIONS!
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30+ Years Experience!
Reliable & Local (W’chester/Putnam)

Call /Text: 917-699-2496 
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Most Wonderful 
Time of the Year, 

 we extend a heartfelt  

Thank You 
and wish you a joyous   

Holiday Season 
and a 

Happy New Year! Same Day Deliveries
One stop shopping

914 739-5590          •          845 222-3384
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Fuel Oil          Propane
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FAMILY HAIRCUTTING CENTER
65 Wheeler Avenue, Pleasantville, NY

(914) 741-1120

LA BARBERIA  LA BARBERIA  LA BARBERIA  LA BARBERIA  LA BARBERIA

LA BARBERIA  LA BARBERIA  LA BARBERIA  LA BARBERIA  LA BARBERIA
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$2.00 OFF
HAIRCUTS
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Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Sunday. Only with this Coupon.

La Barberia

Venmo: @Raffaele-Ferraioli

EST. 1970EST. 1970

Like us on

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Sunday. Only with this Coupon.

$5.00 OFF
COLOR/PERMS

HIGHLIGHTS

$5.00 OFF$5.00 OFF
COLOR/PERMSCOLOR/PERMS

HIGHLIGHTSHIGHLIGHTS

Celebrating our 30th Anniversary
No Appointment Necessary
Hours: Mon-Wed 9:30-6

 Thurs & Fri 9:30-7 
Sat 9-5 • Open Sunday 10-3

WE ARE 
NOW OPEN! By executive order, to enter the premises you must wear a mask. Our hairstylists will be wearing masks. 

Caring About Reading
(914) Cares recently donated more than 1,000 books to Mount Kisco Elementary School and 
Bedford Hills Elementary School to benefit the Bedford Central School District’s Literacy Library 
campaign. The donation will help build home libraries for children who cannot afford to purchase 
books and promote at-home reading.
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The Yorktown Coalition on Community 
Safety and Engagement was created as 
required by New York Executive Order 
203. After watching the Nov. 24 coalition 
meeting, I feel compelled to speak up.  

There seemed to be some question 
about what was intended by EO 203. In 
the order itself, the Governor states: 
“WHEREAS, the foregoing compels me to 
conclude that urgent and immediate action 
is needed to eliminate racial inequities in 
policing, to modify and modernize policing 
strategies, policies, procedures, and practices, 
and to develop practices to better address the 
particular needs of communities of color to 
promote public safety, improve community 
engagement, and foster trust;...”

It is quite clear that addressing racism is at 
the heart of this initiative. It’s very difficult 
to do that without first acknowledging that 
racism exists across the world, across the 
country and right here in our town. That 
is the very first step to addressing the 
issue, yet it seems to be a difficult one for 
our community to take. Perhaps that is 
why it has been insufficiently addressed 
at the coalition’s public meetings. Since it 
is such an uncomfortable topic, that may 
explain why when speakers have attempted 
to address it, they have not always been 

treated with respect.  
Anyone who attended the Yorktown 

March for Civil Justice in June of this year 
was able to see the courage displayed by 
the young people of our town who were 
willing to get up in public to tell their 
personal stories of experiencing racism 
right here in Yorktown. Please let their 
bravery not be in vain.

As a longtime Yorktown resident, I 
greatly appreciate the resolutions that 
the Town Board has put forth condemning 
racism and hatred of all kinds. But that is 
only a first step. Without further action, 
we cannot make progress to root out 
racism right here where we live. It is 
very important to listen to our community 
members who have had these experiences 

– and to hear them with compassion and a 
willingness to learn.  

I hope that when the coalition drafts its 
report, it will address the issue of race just 
as prominently as EO 203 itself does.

I am a member of Yorktown for Justice 
and also sit on the Steering Committee 
of Race Amity of Northern Westchester 
& Putnam, but I speak here for myself. I 
hope that my fellow community members 
will join me and many others in learning 
more about racism, its history, its current 
manifestations and ways to move forward 
together as one community.  

Judyth Stavans
Yorktown Heights

To advertise in The Examiner, 
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advertising@theexaminernews.com

To inquire about paid 
subscriptions, email

subscriptions@theexaminernews.com
for pricing and other details
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 We invite readers to share their 
thoughts by sending letters to the 
editor.  Please limit comments to 
250 words. We will do our best to 
print all letters, but are limited 
by space constraints. Letters are 
subject to editing and may be 
withheld from publication on 
the discretion of the editor. 
Please refrain from personal 
attacks. Email letters to  
mwilbur@theexaminernews.com. 
The Examiner requires that all 
letter writers provide their name, 
address and contact information.

Letters Policy

By Michael Gold

I saw somebody commit murder. And I paid 
to make it happen.

I killed a giant tree. It was at least 75 feet 
tall, a Norway maple. Its trunk was so thick 
you couldn’t stretch your arms completely 
around it. Even LeBron James might not be 
able to do it. 

The tree’s branches reached ever upward 
to absorb sunlight. Its leaves flickered in the 
wind. 

Squirrels and chipmunks scrambled and 
scratched up the trunk into the tree’s upper 
reaches, often jumping from limb to limb, the 
branches quivering as they walked on them. 
If I Iooked almost straight up, I could see the 
squirrels’ tails twitching and curling as they 
tight-roped their way across the thinnest 
twigs. Birds sat on the branches and scanned 
the area for food. 

It took two days to kill the tree. The teeth 
of the chainsaws bit into the tree bark, the 
light-colored sapwood, then the darker, brown 
heartwood.

As the chain saws conducted their 
murderous work, the sound flooded the 
neighborhood. I felt very bad about disturbing 
our neighbors. 

Even worse, the chainsaws used gasoline! 
That sends more carbon dioxide into our air, 
which is something we really don’t need. The 
guilt keeps building. (If only we could send all 
our carbon to Mars.)

Humankind’s technological genius has 
its limits. It takes a lot of time to cut down a 
75-foot monster plant. The last of the trunk 
proved to be especially stubborn. It took three 

men from the tree cutting company to move it 
off the base and onto the ground.

The smaller branches and limbs were placed 
in a wood chipper. Large pieces of the trunk 
too big for the chipper were put into the flat 
bed of the tree-cutting company’s truck.

The dead bark was covered in saw dust and 
moss that had grown on the tree. 

The squirrels and chipmunks have lost a 
haven. In my most ridiculous imaginings, I 
conjured up scenarios where they assemble in 
a long line in the front yard and throw acorns at 
me whenever I walk outside. 

As for the humans, we’ve lost the shade 
over our front yard, which cooled us and our 
house.

A mature tree absorbs 48 pounds of carbon 
dioxide a year, according to the Arbor Day 
Foundation, and makes air for us to breathe. 
That’s gone. 

The Norway maple is considered an invasive 
species, but that does not make me feel less 
guilty. They “produce large numbers of seeds 
that are wind dispersed and invade forests 
and forest edges,” states the University of 
Connecticut Invasive Plant Working Group 
website. 

“The dense canopy formed by Norway 
maple inhibits the regeneration of sugar maple 
and other tree seedlings, reducing forest 
density,” the UConn site explains.

The reason we had the tree cut was simple. 
If a storm with strong winds hit, a large, heavy 
branch might strike my daughter’s room. Over 
the summer, as our home was being renovated, 
a branch from the tree, which sits in our 
neighbor’s yard by our fence, fell and almost 
hit one of the men working on its construction. 

In August, during the tropical storm, a tree 
from a Norway maple on the other side of our 
house dropped into our front yard, destroyed 
the grass we had just planted and slightly 
damaged pieces of our front porch. 

So, to me, the choice was regrettable, but 
clear. People need to be safe. Homes too.

I was briefly comforted by the fact that the 
wood from the tree will be turned into mulch 
for growing plants, but that still wasn’t good 
enough.

After the killing was done, I made a 
donation to the nonprofit American Forests 
to plant trees. Just $1 plants a tree, either in 
a wild forest or threatened landscape. The 
organization hopes to plant three million trees 
this year.

Also, Pleasantville offers a tree planting 
program to residents. If you own property on a 
village street, you can plant a tree in your front 
yard and split the cost with the village. The 
municipality will plant the tree, and it becomes 
the property of the owner. You can choose 
the type of tree from a list, from a northern 
red oak to an American dogwood. I intend to 
take advantage of this program and contact the 
village in March to plant a new tree in our yard. 

I have also discovered that I can turn myself 
into a tree. There are a few companies out 
there that will take your ashes when you pass 
away and put them in soil to grow a tree, which 
your family can plant close by where they live.

On second thought, I think I’ll stick with 
planting trees.

Pleasantville resident Michael Gold has 
published articles in The New York Daily News, 
The Albany Times-Union and other publications. 

Guest Column

Complicity in the Pleasantville Chainsaw Massacre

Letters to the Editor

Make Sure to Refer to Children as People

Acknowledging Racism is a Critical Step for a Community

In his article on the Lightbridge 
Academy (“Childhood Education Center 
Makes its Westchester Debut,” December 
1-December 7), Martin Wilbur writes “The 
Lightbridge program is based on helping 
each child reach its different development 
appropriate milestones...”  

Since when is a child an “it?” Have we 
become so politically correct that we can’t 

use proper pronouns in our discourse? 
Couldn’t Mr. Wilbur have written “...
helping each child reach his or her different 
development appropriate milestones...?”

Natalie Barklow
Greenwich, Conn.
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Interaction Within Schools Focus of Mt. Pleasant Police Reform Discussion
By Martin Wilbur

The committee reviewing Mount 
Pleasant’s police policies and procedures 
last week primarily focused on improving 
the relationship with the two residential 
treatment facilities for youths and whether 
the presence of police in public schools is 
beneficial.

Police Chief Paul Oliva led the discussion 
for the nearly two-hour Police Reform 
Committee meeting, where he initially 
provided an overview of the department 
and the town’s demographic information 
before engaging with committee members. 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo signed an executive 
order last June that requires every 
governmental entity in the states that 
oversees a police department to review its 
practices.

Currently, there are 46 officers for more 
than 43,000 residents, Mount Pleasant’s 
population as of the 2010 Census. It is less 
than the 48 officers employed by the town 
through much of the 1960s and ‘70s, Oliva 
said.

About 84 percent of town residents 
are white, just over 5 percent are Black, 
3.26 percent are Asian and 5 percent are 
from other races. Native Americans and 
Pacific Islanders each comprise a fraction 
of 1 percent. Oliva said there are currently 
no Black officers, although there are 
some officers of mixed races. However, 
the department does not ask for a job 

candidate’s racial background. There are 
currently three women officers.

Oliva said he tells his officers it’s critical 
for them to have relationships with all 
segments of the community.

“I tell them we’re in a customer service 
business, and that’s what we do,” he 
said. “We’re there to help people and 
help the community out, and you are not 
going to see them on their greatest days 
sometimes, but you have to have patience 
and it’s customer service.”

In recent years, the two residential 
facilities for youths in town, the 
Pleasantville Cottage School and 
Hawthorne Cedar Knolls, have attracted 
much attention with repeated incidents 
and calls for police to report to the campus. 

Margarita Carson, the director of 
security at the JCCA campus who was 
standing in last week for committee 
member Richard Hucke, the campus 
director, said there has been significant 
progress in improving the understanding 
between the residents, staff and the police. 
The officers that have responded to the 
schools have exhibited professionalism 
and great care, Carson said.

She reminded Oliva, Supervisor Carl 
Fulgenzi and the 11 other committee 
members that 85 to 90 percent of the calls 
to the campus are psychiatric and not 
criminal emergencies. Much of the schools’ 
population has experienced serious trauma 
in their lives and are youths of color, who 

come from communities that have not had 
a lot of confidence in law enforcement, 
Carson said.

“Many of our youths have had traumatic 
experiences, but they come from 
communities, lower income communities 
that have not had experience with police 
officers,” she said. “We are still battling a 
systemic racist system that has policies 
and procedures that really impact our 
ability to be successful in caring for the 
kids.”

Town resident and committee member 
Kelsey Padgett questioned whether having 
police officers visit public schools on a 
regular basis is beneficial.

“To me, it seems like the reason why 
we’re having these meetings is that the 
police are not trusted by certain parts of 
every town and every city, and that young 
people and people of color, and so what do 
we want to do to help change that and I 
don’t know that cops being in your school 
helps that,” Padgett said.

Oliva mentioned that his department 
not only wants a strong relationship 
with teachers and administrators but the 
students as well. The police seek to avoid 
ushering a student out of the building in 
handcuffs.

There is also still the concern of school 
shootings.

“The best way, I think, to prevent a 
school shooting is to be preventative and 
have a feel for the student population and 

have the ability for another student to say, 
‘Hey, my friend is saying stuff or this kid is 
saying stuff, I don’t know what to do,’ and 
to have that outlet so they feel comfortable 
enough with the police that they can 
actually go to them and say something,” 
Oliva said. 

Committee member Clare Degnan, a 
representative of the Legal Aid Society of 
Westchester, suggested the town explore 
implicit bias training. Oftentimes, a person 
isn’t aware they have implicit biases.

“We all have implicit biases, which 
affects how we all interact with everyone 
and how we deal with whomever we are 
dealing with,” Degnan said. 

Carson, who lives on the JCCA campus, 
said while the Mount Pleasant police have 
been very respectful, as a woman of color 
with a Black son, she has had to educate 
him on how respond to police.

“I’m very concerned for his safety at 
times being in the community, and there 
are conversations that I have to have with 
my son that some people will never have 
to have with their kids,” she said. 

That includes making sure he doesn’t 
wear a hood or asks permission to move, 
Carson said.

The committee will convene again for 
a live-streamed meeting this Wednesday, 
Dec. 9 at 6 p.m. Residents can watch the 
meeting by registering on the town’s 
website.
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Obituaries

Matthew Ferri

Matthew Joseph Ferri died Nov. 29 at his 
residence in Yorktown. He was 31.

Ferri was born July 17, 1989, and lived in 
Cortlandt his entire life until recently when 
he moved to Yorktown Heights. He earned 
his bachelor’s degree in allied health sciences 
with a concentration in health sciences 
and a minor in biological sciences from the 
University of Connecticut in 2012. While in 
school he interned at Mount Sinai Center 
for Eosinophilic Disorders, completing 264 
hours of shadowing doctors during endoscopic 
procedures and helping with research projects.

After graduating from the University of 
Connecticut, he worked for TransCare EMS as 
a full-time emergency medical technician while 
performing more than 300 hours of clinical 
rotations with paramedics. He was most proud 
of his various certifications including NREMT 
Nationally Certified EMT, state certified 

EMT-B, Connecticut state certified EMT, 
NHA certified EKG/EEG technician, NHA 
certified phlebotomy technician and AHA BLS 
provider (CPR and AED).

Recently, he worked for CareMount in the 
Neurology Department while being a volunteer 
at the Yorktown Ambulance Corps. Ferri had a 
passion for helping others, which contributed 
to him pursuing a career in the medical field. 
He had a thirst for medical knowledge and 
aspirations to become a physician assistant. 
He cared for his grandparents whom he 
adored. He enjoyed challenging himself by 
building computers even if that meant pulling 
all-nighters. He also loved working on his car.

Ferri is survived by his loving parents, 
Kathy and Angelo Ferri, of Cortlandt; his twin 
sister, Lia Ferri (Philip Honovich), of Rye; his 
younger sister, Danielle Ferri, of Mineola, N.Y; 
his beautiful niece, Sofia Honovich of Rye; his 
maternal grandparents; his dearest paternal 
grandmother, Anna Ferri; and many aunts, 
uncles and cousins.

David Rogers

David “Tiger” C. Rogers of Cortlandt 
Manor died after a courageous five-month 
battle with metastatic kidney cancer on 
Nov. 20. He was 56.

Rogers was a highly regarded leader in 
the software technology industry in the area 
of customer success/client relationships. 
Most recently, he worked for SMARSH in 
New York City before his illness. 

Rogers was born in Bryn Mawr, Pa. on 
Dec. 7, 1963, to Dr. Honour Howe and 
David Rogers. He graduated from The 
Shipley School in Pennsylvania in 1982, and 
earned a bachelor’s degree in philosophy 
and a master’s in business administration 
from St. Bonaventure University in 1989 
and 1991, respectively. 

Rogers honorably served his country 
as a lance corporal in the United States 
Marine Corps from 1984 to 1988 as an 
aircraft ordinance technician. He was an 
active member in the West Point Army 
A-Club and the national organization, 
Irreverent Warriors, devoted to helping 
prevent veteran suicide. He was a member 
of numerous industry-related professional 
organizations. 

On Dec. 10, 1994, he and Sarah Fowler 
(formerly of Adams, N.Y.) were married at 
Chautauqua Institute in Chautauqua, N.Y. 

Rogers will be remembered for his 
generosity and kindness to others, his 
leadership and mentoring acumen, his 

ability to create connections and build 
relationships, his love of cooking and baking 
bread, his amazing gardens (vegetable 
and flower), his incomparable tailgates at 
West Point football games, his devotion to 
his wife, his love of his dog and his overall 
passion for life – his joie de vivre for all 
things.     

He is survived by his spouse of 26 years, 
Sarah Fowler-Rogers, and their fur-baby 
Abigail (of Cortlandt Manor); his mother, 
Honour Moore (of Radnor, Pa.); brothers 
Christian Moore (of Colorado Springs, 
Colo.) and Philip Moore (of Philadelphia); 
his mother- and father-in-law, Pamela and 
Karl Fowler (of Henderson, N.Y.); brother-
in-law Karl Fowler Jr.; several nephews 
and a niece, Zachary, Rhett and Patrick 
Fowler (of New York) and Brandon and 
Grace Moore (of Colorado); one great-niece 
(Lilliana); and two great-nephews (Chase 
and Declan). His stepfather, Rev. Rudolph 
Moore, passed before him.

Memorial contributions may be made 
in Rogers’ memory to https://www.
irreverentwarriors.com. The mission of 
Irreverent Warriors is to bring veterans 
together using humor and camaraderie to 
improve mental health and prevent veteran 
suicide. Contributions may also be made 
to http://vetalitycorp.org. The purpose of 
VETality is to reintegrate U.S. military 
veterans into society through education, 
training and career networking thereby 
increasing veteran employment.

Carol Schulz

With profound sadness we announce 
the passing of Carol Rosemary Schulz, our 
loving and devoted mother and a friend to 
all whose lives she touched.  

She had the most beautiful smile that 
could light up your soul; Carol’s contagious 
cheerfulness is what made her so special. 
She made everyone feel valued. She 
marveled at the smallest accomplishment. 
You left her company feeling better.

Carol’s 79 years were a series of 
outstanding accomplishments. After many 
years as a stay-at-home mom, she took 
college courses. Her engaging personality 
rocketed her to success as a corporate 
trainer where she taught employees of 
companies such as Bacardi, Canon and 
Citibank how to hone their sales and 
presentation skills. She then went on to 
form her own successful business as a 
consultant in the same field.   

In 1980, Carol was discouraged by the 
lack of advice she received from physicians 
regarding menopause. Menopause wasn’t 
a medical focus at the time, so she 
researched and dug deep to find her own 
answers and decided to share them for 
all of the women in her shoes. The result 
of her research was a book: “60 Second 
Menopause Management: The Quickest 
Ways to Handle Problems and Discomfort.” 
Her work was published worldwide and 
translated into many languages, including 
Turkish and Russian.

In earlier years, Carol started her career 
path at New York Air as a flight attendant 
and rose to an administrative position where 

she was responsible for the management 
of crew scheduling, budget planning and 
corporate communications. 

At six feet tall, she was a statuesque 
beauty. In 2008, Carol was crowned “Ms. 
New York Senior America.” She had a 
lovely voice and the chutzpah to perform 
engagingly on stage. Carol received 
citations from senators and mayors for 
the significant contributions she made to 
improving the quality of life of seniors in 
Nassau and Suffolk counties. She was also 
awarded “Miss Congeniality 2008,” which 
is not at all surprising given her welcoming 
and warm personality.

Carol, mom, Gammy, is most 
remembered by her children, grandchildren 
and great-grandchild for her ability to make 
everything fun. We fondly remember her 
steak and rake parties, elaborate scavenger 
hunts, freeze-outs at the beach and dancing 
for dessert. Her grandchildren will enjoy the 
memory of special days at West Hampton, 
Disney World, Aunt Julie’s Florida house, 
simple trips to the library and playground 
and walking to town for Italian ices. As 
toddlers, they all remember bouncing on 
her knee and can still sing the songs she 
taught them.

Visitation will be held on Wednesday, 
Dec. 9 from 5 to 7 p.m. at Beecher Flooks 
Funeral Home in Pleasantville. A funeral 
mass is scheduled for Thursday, Dec. 10 at 
10 a.m. at St. Patrick’s Church in Armonk. 
Internment will follow at Greenfield 
Cemetery, 650 Nassau Rd., Uniondale, N.Y. 
11553.

Memorial donations are welcome to the 
Alzheimer’s Association (www.alz.org).

Donna Wessells

Donna M. Wessells, a lifelong Peekskill and 
Buchanan resident, died Nov. 25. She was 91.

Wessells was born Aug. 22, 1929, in 
Watertown, N.Y. to Joseph and Dorothy Allen. 
She graduated from Peekskill High School 
and later worked for the telephone company 
as an operator prior to becoming a full-time 
mom. She was married in 1949 to John S. 
Wessells of Peekskill and celebrated their 
70th wedding anniversary in 2019. 

She raised her family in Buchanan and 
lived there for 69 years. She was active for 
many years as a member of the Hendrick 

Hudson Football Mothers Club and remained 
a fan of Hendrick Hudson sports long after 
her children had graduated. She was a fan of 
the New York Yankees and loved Derek Jeter 
but hated A-Rod. She was also a member of 
the Buchanan Senior Citizens. 

Wessells was predeceased by her husband, 
John S. Wessells Sr., of Buchanan, and by her 
grandson, John Samuel Wessells III. She is 
survived by her children, Catherine Bellino 
(Dale), Patricia Fotino, John S. Wessells 
Jr. (Gail) and Thomas Wessells; and her 
grandchildren, Kerstin McGarry (Sean), 
Tara Wessells, Christopher Wessells (Rene), 
Michael Wessells, Daniele Wessells, Rachel 
Steen (Rob) and David Wessells.

Howard Ellison

Howard Ellison, a Yorktown resident, died 
Nov. 29 after a prolonged battle with pancreatic 
cancer. He was an accomplished marketing 
research leader and a loving, devoted husband, 
father, grandfather and friend. 

He is survived by Judy (nee Littman), his 

wife of 54 years; sons Daniel (Amy) and Eric 
(Renee); brother Neil (DiAnne); brother-in-
law Robert Littman (Ruth); and grandchildren 
Henry, Abbie, Ruby and Zoe. 

Contributions may be made in his honor 
to Guiding Eyes for the Blind of Yorktown 
Heights, Harlem Lacrosse or the Pancreatic 
Cancer Action Network (PanCan).

William 
Belmont

William “Bill” Belmont, 
83, passed peacefully into 
eternal life on Nov. 24 after 
bravely fighting cancer for 
many years.

Bill was an avid golfer 
and reader, but his first 
love was always his family. 
He owned and operated a 
barber shop in Thornwood 
and Pleasantville for over 
40 years. He attended 
Pleasantville High School and graduated in 
1956 and was known for playing every sport 
in Pleasantville and being a spectator for 
his four kids and beyond. Not only did he 
enjoy playing golf, but he taught the game 
to many as a golf instructor. He retired to 
Boynton Beach, Fla. where he was active in 
his church and community. Bill was someone 
friends and family could always count on for 

advice, to lend a hand or to 
put a smile on their face.

Belmont is survived by 
his four children who were 
his pride and joy – Bill 
(Joan) Belmont, Margaret 
(Tom) Gilmartin, Rick 
(Sandra) Belmont and Pam 
Belmont. He leaves eight 
grandchildren, who lovingly 
knew him as “Pop,” Tim 
(Stacey Fox) Belmont, 
Lauren (Rob) Clancy, 
Greg Belmont, Michael 
(Lauren Hahn) Gilmartin, 
Gina Belmont, Steven 

Belmont, John Belmont and 
Janiya Belmont. He also leaves four great-
grandchildren, Sophia, Jackson, Sadie and 
Shane, and many nieces, nephews and 
in-laws whom he loved dearly. He is also 
survived by the mother of his children, 
Donna (Bleakley) Belmont.

He was predeceased by his mother and 
father, Mildred and Rocco Belmont.

William Belmont
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By Martin Wilbur

It has been more than a decade since a 
group of partners bought the old Canyon 
Club on Bedford Road in Armonk. They 
sought to transform the 156-acre property 
and golf course into a 21st century country 
club community with a redesigned course 
and luxury condominiums.

Since December 2009, when they bought 
the parcel and renamed it Brynwood Golf 
& Country Club, there were innumerable 
debates about residential density and 
obstacles galore over water supply, potential 
traffic generation and the partners’ difficulty 
in obtaining financing. 

While 2020 has proven to be a tough 
year for nearly everyone, the pieces have 
finally fallen into place for the project that 
is now called The Summit Club at Armonk. 
In recent months, renovation of the course 
redesigned by Rees Jones has been steadily 
progressing, with an April opening planned, 
said Jeffrey Mendell, the project’s managing 
partner and a 25-year Armonk resident.

Just before Thanksgiving, the formal 
application for the residential component was 
submitted for site plan review. The project is 
on the North Castle Planning Board’s Dec. 
14 agenda. That will be followed two nights 
later by a special Town Board meeting where 
the applicant’s representatives will present 
an alternate plan to Water District No. 2 
residents in hopes of bringing adequate 
water to the site for the proposed 73 
condominiums.

“We’ve been getting inquiries steadily 

since we closed (the golf course) four years 
ago,” Mendell said. “People want to know 
what’s going on, when it’s going to open and 
if it’s going to open. Now I can comfortably 
say that the project is moving full speed 
ahead.”

Mendell said crews will continue with the 
golf course renovation through Dec. 19, then 
take off for the holidays and resume over the 
winter, weather permitting. 

Course improvements will include three 
new holes on the back nine, the rebuilding of 
all fairway and greenside bunkers along with 
the adjustment of some bunker locations to 
give players additional shot options. Several 
greens and landing zones are being reshaped 

to improve playability for the 6,700-yard 
course.

Mendell said the 10th hole was eliminated 
and the former par 5 hole 17 has been split 
into two holes, one a par 3 and the other a 
par 4.

The goal is to open the front nine by Apr. 
1, followed by the back nine, where many of 
the new greens are being installed, before 
the end of April. Mendell said the course will 
be served by a trailer that will be home to 
the pro shop and the membership director. 
Adjacent to that will be a patio with food and 
beverage with fire pits and music.

After more than 10 years of fits and starts, 
it took a pandemic that has made life so 

difficult on so many to breathe new life into 
the project.

“There’s no question the pandemic has 
been a plus for both the golf business and 
the residential business in Westchester 
County,” Mendell said. “Most golf clubs are 
filling up or are full and raising their prices. 
Golf is a great pandemic sport. In fact, the 
worse you are at it, the farther you are apart 
from everybody on the golf course, and since 
most people are not very good, they’re very 
safe out here.”

Furthermore, the residential market 
in Westchester and other suburban 
communities has gotten a significant lift as 
families flee the city and more congested 
parts of the tristate area for open space. 

Mendell said he expects the site plan 
review to move smoothly and efficiently. 
With the zoning in place, he’s hopeful his 
team can receive its approvals relatively 
quickly and start construction on the 
condominiums next summer. Current plans 
call for the 73 market-rate units to be housed 
in seven buildings, and seven affordable 

continued on page 14 

Armonk Golf, Condo Project Moves Forward After Years of Delays

MARTIN WILBUR PHOTO

One of the holes that is under construction at The Summit Club at Armonk. The redesigned golf course 
is scheduled to open in April as the developers seek site plan approval for 73 luxury condominiums.
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SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

By Martin Wilbur

For so many over the past nine months, 
it’s been Zoom meeting after Zoom 
meeting and other virtual get-togethers, 
whether it’s for work or to see family and 
friends.

On Wednesday evening at 7:30 p.m., a 
virtual concert by singer and Chappaqua 
resident Frank Shiner will try to bring 
some holiday spirit and enjoyment to a 
local audience while also helping the SPCA 
of Westchester.

The Chappaqua Rotary Club has 
organized the virtual holiday event where 
the public can go to the organization’s 
Facebook, Twitter or Instagram accounts 
to get the link to watch the free concert and 
also make a donation to the organization if 
they wish, said the club’s President Eileen 
Gallagher. 

Gallagher, who volunteers at the 
SPCA, which is in temporary quarters 
in Cortlandt while renovations are being 
done at its Briarcliff Manor location, said 
that Rotary has been unable to hold any 
of its fundraisers since March. Shiner, 
also an animal lover, offered to perform a 
holiday concert from his home to benefit 
the SPCA, Gallagher said.

“We said ‘Okay, let’s do it,’ because this 

way any donations that we get are going 
to go directly to them and it’s a way of 
supporting what they do and having people 
kind of get into a holiday spirit, even 
though some people may be a little weary 
from Zooming meetings and concerts 
and everything,” Gallagher said. “But 
it’s a lovely way to hear his music and to 
actually see you are supporting the SPCA 
and everything they do.”

Shiner, an actor and singer in the 1980s 
before he opened his own business, 
returned to singing about 10 years ago. 
He and his wife happened to be dining at 
a restaurant during an open mic night, so 
he took to the stage and performed. That 
evening spawned a rebirth of his singing 
career with the release of his debut album, 
“The Real Me” in 2014. Three years later 
Shiner followed up with his second LP.

But opportunities to perform have 
evaporated since the onset of the pandemic.

“I just said being locked down, not being 
able to perform and doing something 
good with it, I said yes,” Shiner said of 
Wednesday’s concert. “We’ve had a ball 
working on this. It’s really been fun. It’s 
such a great cause to help these creatures 
that can’t help themselves and can’t even 
tell us if they’re having a problem.”

Much of what is expected to be an hour-

long set will feature traditional Christmas 
songs, he said. Shiner will also add two 
secular songs that he thought would be 
appropriate for the event. The program 
will be interspersed with stories and 
anecdotes.

In his home, Shiner has a lighting and 

sound system, he can create reverb and 
pipe it directly through Zoom.

“I think it’s just time to get back to 
who we are again and back to tradition,” 
Shiner said. “I wanted to make it nostalgic, 
I wanted to make it about good times again 
because they’re coming, they’re coming 
back.”

Gallagher said the evening will also 
enable local residents who donate to the 
SPCA to buy dinner on Wednesday from 
selected Chappaqua restaurants at a 
discount. Anyone who makes a donation 
of at least $100 would be entitled to 
a 10 percent discount. Participating 
establishments are Bobo’s, Craft Pizza & 
Beer, Ibiza, Le Jardin du Roi, Pizza Station, 
Susan Lawrence Gourmet and Taco Street.

The goal was to support local restaurants 
who have been supportive of Rotary’s 
causes and to hopefully drive some 
business their way, she said.

“It became a kind of a dinner and a show 
thing,” Gallagher said. “They can go pick 
up their food, and then they’re supporting 
these restaurants by taking out, and the 
restaurants are helping out by giving a 
discount to entice donations of $100 or 
more. It’s basically part of our goal to 
support local organizations and to give 
back.”

Chappaqua Singer, Rotary Collaborate on Holiday Concert to Help SPCA

Chappaqua resident and singer Frank Shiner will 
perform a virtual holiday concert Wednesday 
evening that will also serve as a fundraiser for 
the SPCA of Westchester.

clocktowergrill.com
512 clock tower drive 845.582.0574

Kitchen & Bar Registration Required 1 Week Prior
To Either Class

Sunday, January 17 & 31 at 4:30pm

Give the Gift
OF A ZOOM
Cooking Class

LIVE from CLOCK TOWER FARM
January 17th
Zoom Class

Veggie Soup
Pork & Fennel Ragu

w/Fresh Pasta
Chocolate Chip
Bread Pudding

January 31st
Zoom Class

Shrimp & Grits
w/Bacon Marmalade
Chicken & Dumplings
Honey Bee & Vanilla

Bean Pudding
How It Works

Kits need to be reserved & picked up the Friday or Saturday before Class.
Your Kit will include recipe cards, list of necessary tools &

all pre-measured ingredients PLUS a little Pre-Class Homework &
Your ZOOM Link to attend the Class

CLASS KIT DINNER for 2 – $60 CLASS KIT DINNER for 4 – $110

ZOOM Cooking Class Gift Cards Available
Booking ZOOM Cooking Class Holiday Parties!!

Helping You Celebrate, Remember and Heal

2 Maple Avenue  •  White Plains, NY 10601  • (914) 949-0566

BallardDurand.com

Ballard-Durand Honors and Pays 
Tribute to Families and First 
Responders Affected by COVID-19
WHITE PLAINS, NY. December 4, 2020 –As a tribute and memorial to those whose 
lives have been affected by the pandemic, we present the Ballard Hope Tree; a living 
symbol of hope and will.

“Adorned with 15,000 shimmering green lights and flying dove ornaments 
we designed the Ballard Hope Tree to provide a feeling of calm, reflection and 
encouragement to those who need it.” – Owner, Matthew Fiorillo

Our desire is for the community, families, and individuals to view the Hope Tree as 
a beacon of peace and renewal in the midst of their heaviness and to experience 
comfort and healing.

“The Ballard Hope Tree will let our communities know that they are not alone, 
that their families and loved ones will not be forgotten, and that we greatly 
appreciate our community members who put their lives at great risk to 
assist others during the height of the pandemic.”

Together, may we continue to support each other with the hope 
and will to move forward to a brighter future.

The Ballard Hope Tree will be displayed outside Ballard-Durand’s 
White Plains location on Maple Avenue at the corner 
of South Broadway.

For more information, contact 
Ballard-Durand at (914) 949-0566 
info@ballarddurand.com | BallardDurand.com
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By Martin Wilbur

Taghkanic Chorale has been providing 
Westchester music lovers with high-quality 
chorale performances for the past 53 years.

With nearly all in-person concerts and 
performances, from local theater groups 
to concerts to Broadway shows, remaining 
on the shelf for the foreseeable future, the 
roughly 30-member Yorktown-based group 
desperately wanted to find a way to continue 
the tradition of their holiday show.

Ingenuity combined with expert use of 
technology and hours of editing by Music 
Director Jason Tramm and his son will allow 
Taghkanic Chorale to do just that. The group 
will present a virtual concert this weekend 
that is appropriately titled “Hope and 
Healing.”

“We were a little discouraged because 
it was looking pretty bleak, but then we 
started to realize as long as we didn’t get 
together physically that could be part of the 
concert,” said David Watson, a tenor and 
longtime chorale member. 

Part of the concert, which is scheduled for 
this Saturday at 7:30 p.m., will consist of the 
full chorus. Each member received a guide 
track with Tramm conducting, Watson said, 
and the members each filmed themselves 
and recorded their parts on their iPhones. 
The singers then sent their recordings to 
Tramm, who along with his son, is putting all 
the parts together.

The other half of what will be about an 
hour-long program also required meticulous 
planning. About 15 of the chorale’s members 

rehearsed outside Holy Name of Mary 
Church in Croton-on-Hudson, the venue of 
most of its performances, throughout the 
fall, Watson said. 

Then on Nov. 17, those singers split up 
into small ensemble groups to record in real 
time in the church with the windows open, 
proper social distancing and masks, he said. 
There was no audience in the pews.

For each song, it takes about 10 man hours 
of work to piece all the parts together and 
present the concert as though it was a type 
of Zoom call, Watson explained. Tramm 
is the conductor of chorale music at Seton 

Hall University who also has expertise in 
the technical aspects of piecing together 
taped performances while his son is a 
videographer.

Watson said shortly after the pandemic hit 
it seemed far-fetched that Taghkanic Chorale 
would present any type of performance in 
2020.

“It seemed a little unlikely at the time back 
in March that we would be able to pull this 
off,” Watson said. “The impression we were 
getting was that chorale singing is almost 
the antithesis of controlling the spread of 
COVID because you’re breathing in really 

heavily, you’re expunging air, expelling air, 
you’re enunciating, you’re spitting all over 
each other inadvertently when you make an 
S or a P or a T.”

The program is designed to be an inspiring 
and uplifting experience with pieces from 
both classical and modern composers. It 
includes excerpts from Handel’s “Messiah,” 
Mendelssohn’s “Elijah,” and Vivaldi’s 
“Gloria.” “The Awakening” by Joseph Martin 
and “Earth Song by Frank Ticheli will also 
be performed along with a few recognizable 
and loved holiday songs.

There will be commentary between some 
of the selections about how the chorale was 
able to pull off the concert.

Given the disruption and despair for so 
many people this year, Watson hopes the 
concert will provide the chorale’s fans with 
some holiday season joy, a bit of normalcy 
and something to look forward to this 
Saturday evening.

“It was ingenuity, it was resourcefulness 
on the part of our maestro, our music 
director, just this indefatigable optimism,” 
Watson said. “He would not be deterred. He 
said ‘We’re going to make it through this.’”

The concert begins online this Saturday at 
7:30 p.m. Listeners should log onto https://
youtu.be/BSJg0AudkFc. The recording 
will be available on YouTube until the end 
of December. The performance is free, 
although donations are encouraged to 
help support the nonprofit chorale’s work. 
Donations may be made by visiting https://
www.taghkanicchorale.org/donations.

Taghkanic Chorale Overcomes Obstacles to Present Virtual Holiday Concert

One of Taghkanic Chorale’s outdoor rehearsals this fall in preparation for its recorded holiday concert, 
which will be shown virtually this Saturday at 7:30 p.m.

 

 

        

Support Connection Annual Support-A-Walk  
Sunday, October 4, 2020                                     

 Congratulations and Thank You to our Walk Awards and                    
Contest Winners! 

 

 
 

 

T-SHIRT CONTEST WINNERS 
Cancer Center 

Faith, Hope, Love 
Friends of Caroline 

In Memory of Elizabeth Chaparro 
Jen’s Rack Pack 

Lucia’s Love 
M&T Bank 

Margaret Zulkowsky 
Mom Squad 
Sister, Sister 

Somers Women’s Club 
Sue’s Crew 
Team Julie 
Team Turtle 

Yorktown Football Team 
 

BANNER CONTEST WINNERS 
Jacki O  

Mahopac Walkers 
Yorktown Warriors 

 RRaayy  ooff  HHooppee  CChhaammppiioonnss  ––  TTeeaammss  
AKA-XCO; Barbara's Buddies; Christine DiGiovanni's Team;  Emerald Angels;           

Friends of Ilene;  In Memory of Elizabeth Chaparro; Kathy's Caring Circle;                   
Kim's Krew; Lillian's Girls; River Walk Bosom Buddies; Team Ann; Team Bowe; 

TEAMitzvah (Temple Beth Am)  
  

TTeeaammss  TThhaatt  RRaaiisseedd  tthhee  MMoosstt  FFuunnddss  
Lillian’s Girls; In Memory of Elizabeth Chaparro; Emerald Angels                                      

 
TTeeaammss  WWiitthh  tthhee  MMoosstt  DDoonnoorrss  

Lillian’s Girls; In Memory of Elizabeth Chaparro; Christine DiGiovanni’s Team  
 

IInnddiivviidduuaall  TThhaatt  RRaaiisseedd  tthhee  MMoosstt  FFuunnddss    
Sue Andersen; Robin Perlmutter; Marlene Stager 

 RRaayy  ooff  HHooppee  CChhaammppiioonnss  ––  IInnddiivviidduuaall  
Sue Andersen, Celeste Baccari-Chicotka, Diane Barton, Samantha Berg, Sydney Berman, 

Stephanie Bowe, Ellyn Brinley, Gail Brown, Diane Buschel, Patricia Canini, Melissa Carroll, 
Betty Casey, Barbara Cervoni, Ilene Cohen, Janet DeVito, Christine DiGiovanni, Alan Forst, 

Dean and Justin Guerin, Bev Haffner, Melissa Higgins, Marlena Horton,  
Lisa Jocelyn, JoAnn Johnson, Julia Karl, Ellen & Ken Kiernan, Kaitlin Lecce,                        

Barbara Lichtenberger, Erika Miller, Geri Moran, Xi Chi Omega, Sarah Pace, Debra Paget,                   
Robin Perlmutter, Katherine Quinn, Joanne Rhoads, Debbie Scherrer, Karen Stachowicz, 

Marlene Stager, Gary Wawrzycki, Debra Wolf, Margaret Zulkowsky 

You Can Still 
Make 

A Difference! 
 
 

Make a donation to help fund our 
free programs and                         
support services.  

We do not receive funding from 
any national cancer groups. 

 

Donate Online 
www.supportconnection.org 

 

914-962-6402 
walk@supportconnection.org 
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By Martin Wilbur

More than $9 million in state funds have 
been obtained to repave state roads in the 
Town of North Castle over the next few 
years.

Last month Assemblyman David 
Buchwald (D-White Plains) announced four 
separate paving projects in different areas 
of town that will repair roads that in some 
cases have significantly deteriorated.

About $5.2 million has been earmarked 

to repave Route 22 from Route 120 north to 
Middle Patent Road, which is almost to the 
Bedford town line.

A second piece, which will cost $490,000, 
will see Route 433 repaved for its entire 
stretch from Route 22 to the Connecticut 
state line.

Then Route 120 will be repaved starting 
at the Great American Center office complex 
into the Town of Harrison, Buchwald said. 
That state has set aside $2.7 million for that 
project.

Buchwald said that the Route 120 piece 
is critical because it is the original surface 
from decades ago and is in close proximity 
to the airport.

“This is important, obviously, for 
residents of North Castle that are driving 
south but also anyone in Westchester 
County that goes to Westchester County 
Airport,” he said. 

Another project in town that is scheduled 
in town that is likely to be undertaken at 
least a couple of years down the road will 

be the repaving of Main Street through the 
heart of downtown Armonk, Buchwald said. 
About $1 million will be set aside for that 
work.

A smaller repaving project has already 
been started on Route 128 in the vicinity of 
School Street, Buchwald said.

In addition to the money for the road work, 
the outgoing assemblyman also announced 
a $125,000 state grant will be used toward 
improving the HVAC system at the North 
White Plains Community Center. 

No. Castle Receives More Than $9M in State Funds for Repaving Work

WWW.PUTNAMCOUNTYNY.COM/HEALTH

TIPS ON MONITORING AND TREATING 
SYMPTOMS FROM HOME  
• GET REST AND STAY HYDRATED.  
• TAKE OVER-THE-COUNTER MEDICINES, SUCH AS ACETAMINOPHEN, 
   TO TREAT FEVER OR BODY ACHES.
• STAY AWAY FROM OTHERS TO AVOID SPREADING YOUR ILLNESS.
• KEEP A PULSE OXIMETER WITH YOUR THERMOMETER 
   AND BE SURE TO MONITOR TEMPERATURE AS WELL AS 
   OXYGENATION STATUS.     OXYGENATION STATUS.  

 
• OBSERVE YOUR PERSONAL BREATHING PATTERNS SUCH 
   AS RHYTHM, RATE, AND QUALITY TO HELP DETERMINE IF 
   OR WHEN TO SEEK MEDICAL CARE.
• KEEP A JOURNAL OF YOUR SYMPTOMS INCLUDING YOUR
   RESPIRATORY STRENGTH. NOTIFY YOUR HEALTHCARE 
   PROVIDER IF YOUR SYMPTOMS BEGIN TO WORSEN.    PROVIDER IF YOUR SYMPTOMS BEGIN TO WORSEN.  

Heah  & 
Holiday Cheer

LET’S SPREAD

NOT COVID THIS SEASON
FEVER OR CHILLS
COUGH
FATIGUE
MUSCLE OR BODY ACHES
HEADACHE

NEW LOSS OF TASTE OR SMELL
SORE THROAT
CONGESTION OR RUNNY NOSE
DIARRHEA
NAUSEA OR VOMITING

SHORTNESS OF BREATH OR DIFFICULTY BREATHING
PERSISTENT PAIN OR PRESSURE IN THE CHEST
NEW CONFUSION
INABILITY TO WAKE OR STAY AWAKE
BLUISH LIPS OR FACE

KNOW WHEN TO TREAT AT HOME
OR SEEK EMERGENCY CARE  
COVID SYMPTOMS CAN BE MILD OR SEVERE AND 
OCCUR 2-14 DAYS AFTER BEING EXPOSED. MILD SYMPTOMS 
IN BLUE CAN BE TREATED AT HOME. 

WITH RED SYMPTOMS YOU SHOULD SEEK 
EMERGENCY CARE. IF YOU NEED 
EMERGENCY CARE, NOTIFY THE DISPATCHER IF YOU 
HAVE OR SUSPECT YOU HAVE COVID-19. 

A MESSAGE FROM
MICHAEL J. NESHEIWAT, M.D.
COMMISSIONER PUTNAM COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
MARYELLEN ODELL
PUTNAM COUNTY EXECUTIVE
TONI E. ADDONIZIO
PUTNAM COUNTY LEGISLATIVE CHAIRWOMANPUTNAM COUNTY LEGISLATIVE CHAIRWOMAN
AND THE PUTNAM COUNTY LEGISLATURE

RF Joyce, CPA
Certified Public Accountant

Financial Planner
Personal Taxes • Business Taxes
Estates • Trusts • Bookkeeping

Serving Individuals & Businesses

914-960-9285
robert.joyce@rfjoycecpa.com

1911 Commerce Street • Yorktown Heights, NY 10598

units to be built at a yet-to-be-determined 
location off site.

The units will feature two- and three-
bedroom residences with a den. Price points 
for the units have not been released but it 
will be a luxury residential community with 
a sports and wellness orientation for people 
who want to live well, Mendell said.

“I think it will take three to five years 
to build out and we’ll probably be building 
multiple buildings at the same time,” he 
said. “So it’s really a function of the market, 
but I’m confident it’s going to go a lot quicker 

given the strength of the residential market 
in this area.”

Mendell said the decision to rebrand the 
facility The Summit Club at Armonk was to 
give the project a fresh start. It’s also a nod 
to the property being at one of the highest 
elevations in the area with spectacular 
views.

“It’s a really special piece of property, 
which is why I was first attracted to it many, 
many years ago,” he said.

For more information, visit www.
thesummitclub.net or call 914-273-9300.

Armonk Golf, Condo Project Moves 
Forward After Years of Delays
continued from page 11

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS
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ALL FUEL CO.
The Shelley Family
Home Heating Fuel
1606 Rte 22, Brewster
• Burner Sales, Service 
  & Installation
• Tank Removal & Installation
• Propane Available for 
  Cooking  & Heating

845-278-7312

Happy Holiday 
& A Happy 
New Year!1467 Route 9 • Garrison, NY

(where Route 9 & Route 403 merge)
845-424-6241

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT PARTY!
Authentic Bronx Style Pizza!

Gourmet Hot Food!
Boar’s Head Deli! 
Low Gas Prices!

24 Hour 
Appalachian Deli 

Grill & Pizza
Happy 

Holidays 

To All!

Balsamo-Cordovano Funeral Home
15 Church Street

Carmel , NY

(845) BAL-2144
Jonathan W. Garcia     Lic. Manager

B a l s a m o  F a m i l y  o f
F u n e r a l  H o m e s

Our Family Facilities

Balsamo Funeral Home Harrison Funeral Home

(914) 835-0284
John R. Balsamo

Lic. Director
(Harrison,NY)

(718) 597-8380
Joseph J. Balsamo

Lic. Director
(Bronx,NY)

With Trust,
The Balsamo Family & 

Jonathan W. Garcia
www.BalsamoCordovanoFuneralHome.com

MERRY 
CHRISTMAS

&
HAPPY 

HANUKKAH

Bathtubs • Sewers •Toilets 
Basements •Sinks • Pools 

Storm Drains • Outside Drains

TV Sewer & Pipeline
Inspection Camera 

3” to 12” Lines
High Pressure Sewer Jet
 Pressure Cleans Pipes

3” to 16” in Diameter
(2000 & 3000 PSI)

1-800-479-7625

www.electricsnakeanddrainny.com

SINCE 1975

Servicing Putnam and  
Westchester County, New York,  

as well as Litchfield and Fairfield 
Connecticut since 1975.

Over 40 years experience with  
RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL  

and INDUSTRIAL service.
Happy 

Holidays to
all our Friends! 

Call 914-769-0771
15 Washington Ave • Pleasantville, NY
Mon-Sat 10am-6pm • Sun 11am- 3pm

Custom Holiday Orders!

 Retro 
Candy

SINCE 1986

 Retro 
Candy

Holiday 
Specialties Made 

With Belgian 
Chocolate!

Let’s Just Celebrate The Season with the Best Chocolates!
Belgian Chocolate Truffl es, Custom Novelties, 

Hot Chocolate Stirrers and Bombs
Hanukkah Dreidels & Menorahs 

This is the place for chocolate wafers, 
supplies and much, much, more!

Custom Holiday Orders!Custom Holiday Orders!Custom Holiday Orders!Custom Holiday Orders!Custom Holiday Orders!
SINCE 1986

Back to
Curbside 
Pickup

Join us for our  51 st holiday season!

CALL US FOR HOLIDAY HOURS!

IF YOU’RE
LOOKING FOR 
SOMETHING

MODERATELY
PRICED, OR 

MAYBE A
LITTLE MORE
LAVISH AND

UNIQUE

AT LIMITED
UNLIMITED
JEWELERS,
YOU CAN

ALWAYS EXPECT
TO FIND WHAT

YOU SEEK.
AFTER ALL, WE’VE

BEEN AT THIS
FOR A WHILE.

8A South Moger Avenue, Mt. Kisco, NY 10549 • (914) 241-2232

Join us for our  Join us for our  holiday season!

AT LIMITED

Merry Christmas & Happy HanukkahMerry Christmas & Happy Hanukkah
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50% 
OFF

EVERY 
CARD, BAG, 

& BOW

2 Clark Place, Mahopac 845-628-0300

A Wonderland of Gifts!A Wonderland of Gifts!
We Carry Toys, Local Artisan Gifts, 

Balloons, Candles, Jewelry, 
Picture Frames, 

Shawls, Gloves, Scarfs & Soaps

Reserve your 
Lotto Christmas 

Trees Now!

EVERYDAY!We carry 
Madeline Chocolate Santas

LUMBER

HARDWARE

DOORS

WINDOWS

FLOORING

(914) 737-2000
2 N. WATER ST. PEEKSKILL, NY . WWW.DAINSLUMBER.COM

Gift Cards Available

DECKING

SIDING

MOLDING

SAWMILLING

LIVE EDGE SLABS

Same Family. Same Location. Since 1848.

Four Seasons 
Flowers
322 E. Main Street

Mt. Kisco, NY 10549
914.666.7240

Specializing in
Custom Designed 

Floral Arrangements
For Every Occasion

Show Your Love with Flowers!
We are a Full Service Florist

Happy Holidays to our 
Friends & Neighbors!

“Bringing your Hair to Life Since 1982” 

Follow us on Facebook at Fred’s Hair Salon

Katonah Shopping Center  • 270 Katonah Ave.  Katonah 
(914) 232-5201

Tues. -Wed.- Fri. 9-6 Thurs. 9-7, Sat. 8-5 

Merry Christmas & Happy Holidays 
To All Our Friends & Neighbors 

From

11999988  CCoommmmeerrccee  SSttrreeeett
YYoorrkkttoowwnn  HHeeiigghhttss,,  NNYY  1100559988
CCaa  TTooddaayy  991144--330022--22999988

PPrrooffeessssiioonnaall  &&  DDeeccoorraattiivvee  PPaacckkiinngg

UUPPSS..  UUSSPPSS,,  FFeeddEExx,,  

&&  DDHHLL  SShhiippppiinngg

GGiifftt  WWrraappppiinngg  SSeerrvviiccee  AAvvaaiillaabbllee

DDeeccoorraattiivvee  MMaaiilliinngg  MMaatteerriiaall

CChhrriissttmmaass  PPhhoottoo  CCaarrddss  

PPrriinntteedd  HHeerree

  

Merry Christmas & Happy HanukkahMerry Christmas & Happy Hanukkah

845.628.2233
2 Mahopac Plaza, Route 6N, Mahopac

(next to Kwality Ice Cream) 
Visit us at www.cafepiccolobakery.com

Piccolo Bakery, Cafe & Bagels
Open Christmas Eve 

7am - 5pm
Open Christmas Day 

7am - 1pm

2 Mahopac Plaza, 

Piccolo Bakery, Cafe & Bagels
Newly Ren� ated

Order Your Holiday Pies:
Apple • Pumpkin • Blueberry

Cherry Coconut Custard 
Cookie Trays • Pastries & Bread

Homemade Torrone  • Gingerbread Houses 
Cannoli • Cannoli Chips & Dips 

And don’t forget our famous Honey balls (Stru� oli) 

Now serving Breakfast 
& Lunch. Delicious 

New Bagels. 
Fresh Baked Treats-
Cakes, Cookies & 

More! 

Celebrate the Season with a 
Slice of Heaven! 

Now serving Breakfast 
& Lunch. Delicious 

Fresh Baked Treats-
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Mon. - Sat  
10am- 6pm

Open Sundays 
in December!

Unique Gifts, 
Wooden Toys, 

Games and 
Puzzles for the 
Whole Family

Shop in Store or Online at
www.thegifthut.com

86 Main Street, Cold Spring, NY • gifthut06@aim.com • 845.297.3786
Open Wednesday-Sunday

Facebook: @thegifthutny • Instagram the_gift_hut

Happy Holidays to Our 
Friends and Neighbors

Is Your Lighting 
Ready for the Holidays? 

Gi�  Certifi catesGi�  Certifi cates
AvailableAvailable

Is Your Lighting Is Your Lighting 
Ready for the Holidays? Ready for the Holidays? 

Competitive 

Pricing with 

Service You 
Can’t Get 

Online!

www.midcountylighting.com

P.O. Box 894, 240 Rte 6, 
Mahopac, NY 10541

845-628-9106
Shop 
online 

at

Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00

Monday December 22rd - Open 10:00 - 10:00

Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00
Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00

Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00

Monday December 22rd - Open 10:00 - 10:00

Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00
Monday, December 26 - Open 10:00 -9:00

Monday December 21st Open 10:00am - 8:30pm 
Christmas Eve - 10:00 - 3:00 • Christmas Day - Closed

New Years Eve - 10:00 - 9:00 • New Years Day - 12:00 - 9:00

914-769-6077
Rose Hill Shopping Center 

628 Columbus Avenue
Thornwood, NY 10594

www.silviosrestaurant.com
CLOSED MONDAYS

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!

Christmas Eve 
orders need to  
be placed by  

Sunday, 
Dec. 20th 

Due to COVID19,  
dining room hours 
may vary.  Please  

call ahead.

From Yorktown 
Councilman

Vishnu 
Patel

As the new year approaches  
I look forward to serving  
the people of Yorktown.

May the blessings 
of the holiday season 
brighten all our lives.

Merry Christmas
and 

Happy Holidays

Rosehill Shopping Center
640 Columbus Avenue
� ornwood, NY 10594

Robert Artuso
(914) 741-2251

Stru� oli  • Pastiere
Cookies • Pastries • Assorted Pies including:

Pumpkin •  Coconut • Apple 

Italian American Baking
Artuso & Sons Pastry & Cafe

STILL TIME TO PLACE YOUR ORDERS 
FOR CHRISTMAS!

Cookies • Pastries • Assorted Pies including:

STILL TIME TO PLACE YOUR ORDERS 

Cookies • Pastries • Assorted Pies including:

STILL TIME TO PLACE YOUR ORDERS 

Merry Christmas & Happy HanukkahMerry Christmas & Happy Hanukkah
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(914) 232-3570
Route 100 Somers

(Between IBM & Pepsico •1 1/2 miles
north of Rt. 35 Junction)

Store Hours:
Mon-Sat 8-6 • Sun 8-6

Prices in Effect 
until Dec. 24

Christmas Trees
Fraiser Fir • Norway Spruce • Alberta Spruce

Poinsettias
(4 1/2’ - 10” Pot)

All Colors $6.95 & up

Fresh Wreaths 20”  
(Handmade on Premises)

Plain ........................................... $24
Decorated ................................. $35

Katonah Nursery, Inc.

Fresh White 
Pine Roping 

Available

Happy Holidays to All!

Christmas Day &
New Years Day 
Open All Day

Breakfast Specials - starting at $5.95
Lunch Specials - starting at $7.95

Dinner Specials - starting at $14.95
(complete Dinner)

**All pies baked in non 
disposable pie pans require 
a $5.00 refundable deposit**

Plain Cheesecake $45
Chocolate Cheesecake $50
Strawberry Cheesecake $50
Strawberry Shortcake $37
Carrot Cake $35
Chocolate Fudge Cake $35
Layer Cake $35
Chocolate Mouse Cake $37

Pumpkin Pie $20
Coconut Custard Pie $20
Apple Pie **$24
Cherry or Blueberry Pie **$24
Lemon Meringue Pie **$23

OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 7am -10pm
Dine In or Take Out

15 A Morrissey Drive • Putnam Valley NY 
845-526-2500

www.putnamvalleyflorist.com
Like us on FB  • Tara Scozzafava Baisley

Putnam Valley Florist
Place your 

Holiday Orders Early
Arrangements, Wreaths,

Thomas Kinkade and 
Boxwood Trees 

Schneider Financial is open to be a 
resource for our community. We are

here to help with your questions  
regarding individual, business and

financial changes and needs.

Securities offered through Cantella & Co., Inc.  Member FINRA/SIPC. Cantella 
and Co., Inc. does not provide tax, legal or accounting advice. This material has 
been prepared for informational purposes only, and is not intended to provide, and 
should not be relied on for tax, legal or accounting advice.  You should consult your 
own tax, legal or accounting advisors before engaging in any transaction.

www.sfgtaxes.com

Happy 
Holidays to all 

our friends  
and families

PLUMBING • HEATING • WATER TREATMENT
845-278-0300 • fossatiplumbing.com

Let Fossati fix your potty

A Full-service, Family-owned and Operated, Licensed and Insured Plumbing Company.

Serving Putnam, Dutchess & Westchester Counties

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIALHappy Holidays 
to all our friends!

Merry Christmas & Happy HanukkahMerry Christmas & Happy Hanukkah
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Family Owned and Operated
“Our Reputation Is Our Greatest Asset”

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

(845) 279-8809
Quality & Service

Lic: #93

EXCAVATING CONTRACTORS

SEPTIC SYSTEMS INSTALLED • REPAIRED • CLEANED

• CURTAIN DRAINS
• WATERLINES
• LAND DRAINAGE
• SITEWORK
• UNDER ROAD BORING

• ELECTRIC SNAKING
• SEWER HOOKUPS

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL

• RADIO DETECTION SERVICES

www.tyndallseptic.com

TYNDALL
SEPTIC SYSTEMS INC.

Since 1968

Happy
Holidays!

Items for Sale?
Call us!

WE BUY: GOLD • STERLING SILVER 
JEWELRY • COINS • PAINTINGS • BRONZES • CLOCKS 

COLLECTABLES • ANTIQUES • ETC

845 628 0362
CALL FOR APPOINTMENT

49
Years!

BUYING ONLY
JEWELRY • COINS • PAINTINGS • BRONZES • CLOCKS 

ETC

Happy 
Holidays!

From our family to yours, 
wishing everyone a 

blessed holiday season and
Happy New Year. 
Yorktown Supervisor
Matt Slater & Family

Paid for by Friends of Matt Slater

Hidden Treasures & Donation Center
1736 Front Street,Yorktown Hts

914-743-1314
Talk@yorktownloveinaction.com

Help YLIA To Help  
Our Community This Holiday Season!

SPONSOR A FAMILY BY:
•Purchasing gift cards to any local stores
•Make a monetary donation to purchase 

home heating fuel
Tax receipts given for all donations

Call for info: 914-490-3966
Open 7 days a week, Thursdays until 8:00pm

Merry Christmas & Happy HanukkahMerry Christmas & Happy Hanukkah

845.278.7070
Service@feehaninsurance.com

FeehanInsurance.com

2350 Route 6, Brewster, NY 10509

Insuring New York and Connecticut 
businesses and families for more 

than 30 years.

845.278.7070
Service@feehaninsurance.com

FeehanInsurance.com

2350 Route 6, Brewster, NY 10509

Insuring New York and Connecticut 
businesses and families for more 

than 30 years.

845.278.7070
Service@feehaninsurance.com

FeehanInsurance.com

2350 Route 6, Brewster, NY 10509

Insuring New York and Connecticut 
businesses and families for more 

than 30 years.

845.278.7070
Service@feehaninsurance.com

FeehanInsurance.com

2350 Route 6, Brewster, NY 10509

Insuring New York and Connecticut 
businesses and families for more 

than 30 years.

Happy Holidays 
To Our Friends!
Happy Holidays 
To Our Friends!

FRESH FISH
Shrimp • Sea Scallops

Lobster Tails • Filet of Sole
Calamari  • Little Neck Clams

Baccala • King Crab Legs

FRESH FISH SALADS
Calamari Salad • Octopus Salad
Baccala Salad • Frutti Di Mare

FISH FRIED TO ORDER
Choose From

Shrimp•Calamari•Cod Fillet
Giant Sea Scallops •Fillet of Sole

HOT SEAFOOD SPECIALTIES
Shrimp Scampi•Zuppa Di Pesce

Mussels Fra Diablo 
Steamed Little Neck Clams

Stuffed Sole 
(w/Crab, Spinach & Mushroom Filling)

We accept

PLEASE VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE FOR 

COMPLETE MENU
www.

sansottadeli.com

Aged Dry Sopressata 
Aged Dry Sausage 

Imported Prosciutto 
Imported Provolone 

Fresh Mozzarella 
Roasted Peppers 

Olives 
and much more! 

II

www.Sansottadeli.com
2008 Crompond Rd. Cortlandt Manor • 914-737-1100

OPEN MONDAY -FRIDAY 7AM- 5PM SAT. 8-4
OPEN CHRISTMAS EVE 10AM-4PM

ANTIPASTO MEATS SEAFOOD
Standing Rib Roast 

Filet Mignon
Eye Round Roast 

Crown Roast Pork
Fresh Ham 

Pork Roast brs.
Smoked Ham
Spiral Ham  

Rack of Lamb
Fresh Whole 

Turkeys
Boneless Turkey

Roasts

(w/Crab, Spinach & Mushroom Filling)

ONE STOP FOR ALL YOUR HOT & COLD CATERING NEEDS!

ORDER YOUR 
CHRISTMAS 
ITEMS NOW

All Orders Must be 

Placed by Dec. 17th
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It’s been more than nine 
months since COVID-19 has 
made us aware that the world 
outside our front doors is less 
safe than it used to be. Today, 
I venture outside only when 
necessary, wearing a mask and 
keeping a safe distance from 
others. It’s a different world that 
we live in today.

Having been reared in the 
Tidewater area of Virginia, I 
spent most of my early years 
outside – and barefoot at that. 
So, it was a real transition for me 
when I went to college and lived 
in a third-floor dorm and couldn’t 
just swing open the door and feel 
the lush, soft grass under my 
feet. 

Now as I contemplate my more stay-
at-home existence, I have one particular 
interest: How can I at least have some 
semblance of outdoor living? 

I began my adult life in a series of 
apartments and townhouses in New York 
City and Boston, so at least I was not 
completely new to the notion of being 
home in a building, but the decades of 
tending to my own homestead made me 
feel deeply connected to the outdoors.

I know I’m not alone. Just recently, as a 
realtor, I worked with a retired couple who 
had to make the hard decision of whether to 
move to one of two styles of condominium: 
one with a front and back yard, the other 
in a building with just a Juliet balcony. 

The former affords many of 
the same outdoor pleasures of 
single-family home ownership, 
but bears the responsibility of 
maintenance, if only for some 
flower beds, which the husband 
didn’t mind, but the wife did. 
The latter was maintenance-
free but lacking that connection 
to nature, except for the views 
from oversized windows. The 
couple eventually chose the 
latter.

As for me, I know I am now 
happier in new digs without a 
yard and content with an elevated 
view of trees and surrounding 
hills to greet me each morning. 
However, the days have grown 

darker as we approach winter, and soon 
many of us will be leaving home before 
the sun rises and returning after dark. So 
much for the nice view. 

Especially for the winter months, 
here are some ideas to bring a bit of the 
outdoors inside.

One no-fail option is to fill your home 
with plants, and literally have nature alive 
in your home. The volumes written on the 
choosing and care of houseplants can fill 
a wall of shelves, but the basics remain 
the same: observe how much light a room 
gets, see which plants grow best with that 
amount, select the hardier specimens – 
especially if you are a beginner – and from 
that group pick what pleases you most. If 
potted plants aren’t your thing, use the 

decorator’s secret and source out some 
convincing artificial plants. They may 
not replenish the air like their genuine 
counterparts, but I am convinced that 
they have the same soothing effect on the 
psyche. From a delicate orchid to a tall, 
potted palm, artificial plants can give you 
any look you want without the need to 
match plant to environment. 

My wife Margaret is particularly clever 
in mixing artificial blossoms with real cut 
stems to create bountiful centerpieces, 
especially during holidays. Sometimes she 
and our guests make a game out of trying 
to guess which blooms are real and which 
aren’t.

If it’s the smell of real flowers you miss, 
you can try to bring fragrance into your 
home through aromatherapy, potpourri or 
scented candles, but make sure they are 
low in chemicals.

Plants and flowers aren’t the only way 
to bring the sense of nature indoors. An 
organic feeling can also be built through 
the various textures of wood, stone and 
other surfaces. You may be lucky and have 
these built into the structure of your home 
already, be they unique wood floor planks, 
exposed ceiling beams or a stone fireplace. 
Otherwise, you can use smaller elements 
to the same effect. 

Consider a line of seashells along a 
mantelpiece or a hand-carved wooden 
bowl that still retains the irregularities of 
the original tree. One deluxe option, which 
includes the element of water, would be 
one of the new designs of vertical indoor 
fountains, where water flows down over a 
wall of copper, slate or pebbles.

While we are on the subject of flowing 
water, let’s not forget the element of 
sound. There are machines advertised that 
generate the sounds of ocean waves, rain 
or birdsong. Now you can also create the 
same soundscape with the use of an app or 
a streaming music service.

With such diverse options available, I do 
not need to lose the feeling of being in a 
verdant landscape of my own creating, no 
matter what the season is outside.

Bill Primavera is a realtor associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
founder of Primavera Public Relations, Inc., 
the longest running public relations agency 
in Westchester. To engage the services of The 
Home Guru to market your home for sale, 
call 914-522-2076.

The Pandemic is a Time to Bring the Outdoors Inside

Lic# WC 10415H99
PC 1817-A
YNK#3807

DON’T BE THAT HOME-
OWNER WHO WAITS UNTIL 

THE LAST MINUE TO BUTTON 
UP THEIR HOME BEFORE 

WINTER IS HERE. CALL NOW 
FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE 

BEFORE YOUR
HOME CATCHES A COLD!

Visit our offi ce & showroom to see the variety of products 
on display, or we will bring the showroom to you.
Family Run. Owner Supervision on All Jobs.

Exceptional Quality and Service at Affordable Prices.
www.miraclehomeimprovements.com

914★271★9119 
2010 Albany Post Road, Croton-on-Hudson, NY

   Robert & Mary Sniffen, Owners

WC. Lic. #10415H99
P.C. Lic. #1817
YNK 307 
H-12519-07-23-00

FINANCING 
OPTIONS FROM

.

DON’T BE THAT 
HOMEOWNER WHO WAITS 
UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE TO 

BUTTON UP THEIR HOME. 
THERE IS STILL TIME. 

CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE 
ESTIMATE BEFORE YOUR 
HOME CATCHES A COLD!

Fuel Oil •Gasoline • HVAC • Service • Propane •Diesel
We Make Warm and Now “Cool” Friends Too! 

www.SclafaniEnergy.com • 1 (845) 628-1330

Budget accounts, Automatic or call us for 
next day delivery at C.O.D.pricing! Place an Order online 

www.SclafaniEnergy.com

Full Service, 24 HR Emergency 
Heating Assistance! Installs, repairs and 

upgrades! Over 30 years, licensed, 
insured and bonded! We are #1 because 

our customers come fi rst! 
Senior Discounts!

Serving Northern Westchester, 
Southern Dutchess & Putnam Counties! 

Don’t be Caught Out 
in the Cold!

Let our certified technicians 
get you ready for the season.

TO OUR VALUED CUSTOMERS: 
Sclafani Energy is dedicated to serving our community during 
these challenging times. All of our personnel wear face masks 

and practice proper procedures when making deliveries 
and service calls to keep you and your family safe.
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Stay safe for the holidays
As we enter the holiday season, we want the comfort and support of our friends 
and loved ones now more than ever. As cases of Coronavirus continue to increase 
across New York, the safest way to navigate the holiday seasons is to celebrate at 
home with the people you live with. Get creative with virtual gathering ideas.  If 
you do gather, remember to wear your mask correctly so it is effective, stay at least 
6 feet away from others who do not live with you, and wash hands often with soap 
and water for at least 20 seconds. 

If you have a medical emergency, do not hesitate to seek care.  Our emergency 
department is always open. We take infection control seriously and remain vigilant 
with our infection control procedures. Coronavirus patients are isolated from other 
patients, visitation at hospitals has been temporarily suspended, and staff and 
patients wear masks and proper PPE at all times.

Visit phelps.northwell.edu to learn more

My longtime 
friend Rick and I 
have ongoing debates 
on many different 
aspects of wine. 
Many times, our 
debates focus on 
nuances rather than 
broad-scoped issues; 
at other times, on our 
biases to a particular 
wine region after one 

of our many couples’ wine adventures.
This week I’m reprising a column on a 

subject we have debated for years, with no 
clear winner. The issue: Do fine wines from 
around the world age differently? Are certain 
wines stylized to reach their peak in the first 
few years of release or are they made to be 
cellared and aged to allow them to evolve 
into something different, something more 
refined?

Rick and I typically focus on the aging 
merits of Cabernet Sauvignon-based wines 
from California versus those from Bordeaux. 
Can an American wine that is produced 
to meet the American palate hold up, and 
improve, in the 15 to 20 ensuing years 
after release? Does a Bordeaux wine that is 
stylized to evolve and develop in the bottle 
age differently than its California competitor? 

This is what a typical debate sounds like.
Nick: The French have been experimenting 

with crafting wines for centuries. They’ve 
taken what Mother Nature has handed them 
and created a wine that reflects their land and 
their heritage. Through experimentation, 

they’ve developed an approach of blending 
grapes that best represents the unique 
natural elements of Bordeaux – its soil and 
microclimate. These wines are the heart 
and soul of the people of the land. California 
Cabernets, on the other hand, offer what 
many Americans seek in their wines and their 
lives: instant gratification, the here and now 
experience, an in-your-face attitude.

Comparing Bordeaux wines to California 
wines is like comparing Mozart to The 
Rolling Stones. They are both distinctive 
and have their individual appeal, but will The 
Rolling Stones’ style be popular in 200 years, 
as Mozart’s has been? I think not.

Rick: Nick, you’ve got it all wrong, my 
myopic buddy. The French have produced a 
wine that oftentimes lacks fruit and alcohol 
and is quite austere when released. Their 
“style” is a result of forced techniques to 
compensate for the less than stellar growing 
conditions in Bordeaux. California Cabernet 

Sauvignon-based 
wines benefit 
from superior 
growing conditions 
– more sunshine, 
more consistent 
weather and more 
suitable soil. These 
elements produce 
great wines. Even 
the wine critics 
favor this style.

Nick: The wine 
critics? You’ve 
struck a sensitive 

chord, my misguided 
friend. Americans are overly influenced by 
critics’ palates. Why should I be influenced 
by someone whose palate and preferences 
may be totally opposite from mine? A number 
of American critics seem 
to prefer fruit-forward, 
high-alcohol, low-acid, 
soft-tannic California 
Cabernet-based wines. By 
definition, these wines are 
difficult to age. There are 
no subtle nuances, no long-
lasting tannins to provide 
backbone. The fruit tends 
to dissipate over time, 
leaving a high-alcohol wine with little finesse.

Rick: You’re missing the point, my 
Francophile sympathizer. Don’t you 
remember that famous wine tasting in Paris 
in 1976 when the Americans scored higher 
than their Bordeaux competitors? I will 

accept a portion of your argument regarding 
the Bordeaux style you keep harping on. 

In the last few decades many high-end 
California producers have embraced this style 
and are producing wines that have more aging 
potential. And they cost about half of what the 
Bordeaux command. Wines like Opus One 
and Dominus are crafted in the Bordeaux 
style, so they can be enjoyed while young 
but will evolve as they age – the best of both 
worlds, like listening to The Rolling Stones.

Nick: Hogwash. The wines at the 1976 
competition had hardly any age on them and 
the California entrants were produced in 
the Bordeaux style. By the way, Opus One 
and Dominus are owned by two of the most 
famous French Bordeaux wineries.

Rick: Okay, my unrelenting wine geek 
friend. I concede. History tells me that 
Bordeaux is a safer bet. But I’m also going to 

cellar a Cal Cab; then we’ll 
finally resolve our debate. 
And I’ll still be listening to 
the Stones.

Nick Antonaccio is a 45-
year Pleasantville resident. 
For over 25 years, he has 
conducted wine tastings and 
lectures. Nick is a member 
and program director of the 
Wine Media Guild of wine 

journalists. He also offers personalized wine 
tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s credo: 
continuous experimenting results in instinctive 
behavior. You can reach him at nantonaccio@
theexaminernews.com or on Twitter @
sharingwine.

By Nick Antonaccio

Debating the Aging Qualities of Bordeaux and California Wines

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine
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Indian Point will shut down by April 2021, and federal law 
allows for up to 60 years for it to be dismantled and removed.

But we don’t have to wait that long. 

There’s a smarter plan for Indian Point currently under review. 
It calls for major work to be completed in just 12-15 years.
               
The plan will provide hundreds of local jobs. It means opportunity  
for redevelopment of the land decades sooner. And it results in 
predictable tax revenue for local schools and governments.

Indian Point will close soon after operating for nearly 60 years.  
We don’t have to wait another 60 years for it to be dismantled.

Learn about the smarter plan at indianpointdecommissioning.com 

The illustration above is an artist’s depiction of the Indian Point property after the completion of major 
decommissioning work.

WHICH FUTURE MAKES  
SENSE FOR WESTCHESTER?
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By Brian Kluepfel  

This was the year that really flipped us the bird, 
but 2020 is nearly over. A deadly virus combined 
with incalculable human hubris and selfishness has 
brought us to a frightening point, and I’m frankly glad 
to be alive. 

This column, ultimately, is about connecting 
people to birding, and I’m sorry so many hundreds 
of thousands will never have that opportunity again.  

Humanity and wildlife – forever linked in the chain 
of life – have reason for slight optimism, however. 
The non-human ecosystem actually has done well 
during the pandemic, given that the normal level of 
disturbances that often harm wildlife was drastically 
reduced, such as carbon emissions and vehicular 
traffic. We were forced to leave nature alone, and this 
was a good thing. 

On the human side of the equation, vaccines are 
being developed, and while we await them, many 
people are finally taking the coronavirus seriously 
enough to take precautions to protect themselves 
and others. Under the new administration in 2021, 
I’m sure more care will be taken to protect the 
environment, and greener solutions to problems are 
more likely.  

One thing I was fortunate enough to do this year 
before the world went completely mad was to visit 
my wife’s native country, Colombia. I met my in-laws 
and extended family for the first time. I had wonderful 

food. And, of course, being one 
of the most avian-dense places 
in the world, we saw a lot of 
birds, by attending the annual 
Colombia Bird Fair in Cali. We 
also visited some other sites 
around the country.  

We saw multicolored 
tanagers, we saw green 
honeycreepers, we saw 
crimson-rumped toucanets. 
Lots of different hummingbirds 
in a country that boasts 73 
species. 

Near a golf course, we saw 
blue-headed parrots. In the 
mountains near Salento, we 
saw an incredible sight – the 
Andean condor – Colombia’s 
national bird and the largest 
flying bird (by weight and 
wingspan) in the world. The 
condor andino had a wingspan 
of nearly 10 feet; I was 
gobsmacked to see something 
that big and from pretty close 
up, too.  

Along the hot, sunny shoreline of Cartagena, 
we saw huge brown pelicans trawling for fish, and 
magnificent frigatebirds scissoring the air. A laughing 

falcon took us by surprise, 
surveying a 51st-floor bar 
where we were sipping 
cocktails. 

Finally, just outside Mama 
Lucia’s apartment (my mother-
in-law), a beautiful yellow-
headed caracara took up 
residence on a light pole. This 
is a reminder, as “urban birder” 
David Lindo told us at the bird 
fair, “just look up. You’ll see 
birds.” True, everywhere.  

So we’ll take our photos from 
Colombia to Saw Mill River 
Audubon’s annual members-
only exhibition this Thursday, 
Dec. 10 (via Zoom, of course). 
While we’ll miss the usual 
cookies, punch and face-to-face 
conversation with our friends, 
we’ll get to see that there were 
some bright spots in a dark 
year, and that there is indeed 
light at the end of the tunnel.  

Brian Kluepfel writes 
for Lonely Planet travel 

publications and Birdwatching Magazine and edits 
the Saw Mill River Audubon newsletter. Catch him at 
www.birdmanwalking.com.  

A Picture’s Worth a Thousand Birds: Wildlife 
Photography Highlight of Year 

 

Connecting People & Nature Since 1953 
 

Online Public Programs 
Thu Dec 10: Members & Friends Photography Show  

Wed Jan 6: Birding Workshop—Intro/Review Waterfowl ID 
Thu Jan 21: Author Talk—Susan Fox Rogers, When Birds Are Near 

Wed Jan 27: A Bird’s Eye View of Food—What We Eat Matters 
 

Small Group Guided Bird Walks  
by registration, for 10 people, masked, with social distancing 

 

Zoom Bird Chat 2nd & 4th Tuesdays, 7:00 pm, 
Learn where local birders are birding & what they are seeing 

and share your bird observations or questions 
 

Visit www.sawmillriveraudubon.org  
for more info and free registration for above events,  

for no contact bird seed purchases, and for SMRA sanctuary maps. 
SMRA sanctuary maps now available on Avenza map app! 

 

 

1.ice-bolt (n.)
   A) an avalanche  B) a frozen waterfall   C) a cold front

2. premonstrance (n.)
   A) immunity  B) an omen   C) a forceful protest 

3. bamblusterate (v.)
   A) to give a boost  B) fall flat   C) confuse 

4. abbozzo (n.)
   A) a minor misstep  B) an upbeat state   C) a rough draft 

5. scuddle (v.)
   A) to wash dishes  B) poke about   C) cut firewood 

6. piper’s-bidding (n.)
   A) a last-minute invitation  B) a fantastic plan   C) a call to arms 

7. scurryfunge (v.)
   A) to shake out  B) hastily tidy a house   C) search about

8. doniferous (adj.)
   A) slightly ill  B) domesticated   C) carrying a gift 

Words of the Month Club – December Edition/ This week the quiz words come from the De-
cember entries found in the book “The Cabinet of Linguistic Curiosities” by Paul Anthony Jones. 
The book is “A yearbook of forgotten words” that features a “curious or long-forgotten word of the 
day, picked from the more obscure corners of the dictionary.”

ANSWERS:
1. A. An avalanche 
2. B. A potent; an omen 
3. C. To hoax; to confuse 
4. C. A rough draft or preliminary sketch 

5. A. To wash dishes 
6. A. A last-minute invitation
7. B. To hastily tidy a house 
8. C. Carrying a gift 

THERE’S A WORD FOR IT
A vocabulary-building quiz     By Edward Goralski

PAULA ZORRILLA PHOTO

The beautiful yellow-headed caracara, on a 
light pole in Colombia earlier this year, is one 
of the many species of birds found in the South 
American country.
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ADOPTION

Single woman looking to build her 
family by adoption.  Any ethnicity welcome, 
expenses paid.  Please call (347) 470-5228 or 
my attorney: (800) 582-3678 for information

ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES

MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, 
instruments, coins, watches, gold, comics, 
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL 
AARON AT 914-235-0302

AUTO DONATIONS

Drive Out Breast Cancer: Donate 
a car today! The benefits of donating 
your car or boat: Fast Free Pickup - 24hr 
Response Tax Deduction - Easy To Do! 

Call 24/7: 855-905-4755

  BUYING/SELLING

BUYING diamonds, gold, silver, all 
fine jewelry and watches, coins, paintings, 
better furs, complete estates. We simply pay 
more! Call Barry 914-260-8783 or e-mail 
Americabuying@aol.com

**COMIC BOOKS WANTED! TOP 
PRICES PAID!** 30 years experience. 
Reliable and honest! Call or Text:  917-
699-2496, or e-mail: smileLP@aol.com.  
Thanks.

GOLD / SILVER WANTED

HIGHEST PRICE$ PAID - Visit 
West- chester’s Top Buyer for Gold, Silver, 
Diamonds, Coins & Currency, Watches, 

Jewelry. Licensed, Professional, No Ap- 
pointment Necessary. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days 10am-6pm, Mt. Kisco Gold & Sil- 
ver, 139E Main Street. 914-244-9500

EDUCATION/CAREER TRAINING

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING 
PROGRAM! Train ONLINE to get 
the skills to become a Computer & Help 
Desk Professional now! Now 
offering a $10,000 scholarship 
for qualified applicants. Call 
CTI for details! (844) 947-
0192 (M-F 8am-6pm ET

TRAIN AT HOME TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING! Become a Medical Office 
Professional online at CTI! Get Trained, 
Certified & ready to work in months! 
Call 855-543-6440. (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

HEALTH

HEARING AIDS!! Buy one/get 
one FREE! High-quality rechargeable 
Nano hearing aids priced 90% less than 
competitors. Nearly invisible! 45-day money 
back guarantee! 833-448-0751.

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for $99. 
100 pills for $150. FREE shipping. Money 
back guaranteed! 1-855-579-8907

HELP WANTED

SENIOR AUTOMATION ENGINEERS
Skellig Automation US LLC/Hawthorne, 
NY. Travel/reloc to various unanticipated 

worksites throughout the U.S. as reqd. FT, 
shift work, wknds, extended hrs as reqd. 
MS in Engr, CS, related or equiv plus 3 yrs 
automation exp (DeltaV). Will accept BS 
in Engr., C.S., related or equiv plus 5 yrs 
progressive, post-baccalaureate automation 
exp (DeltaV). Email resume to: mary.
kimball@skellig.com. 

HAIR DRESSER W/FOLLOWING 
WANTED for a busy salon in northern 
Westchester. Also looking for a part time 
receptionist and part time desk help Call 
914-760-6520 

$18.50 NYC, $16 L.I. & up to $13.50 
Upstate NY! If you need care from your 
relative, friend or neighbor and you have 
Medicaid, they may be eligible to start 
taking care of you as a personal assistant 
under NYS Medicaid CDPA Program. No 
Certificates needed. Phone: 347-713-3553

INTERNET AND TV

Get DIRECTV! ONLY $35/month!
155 Channels & 1000s of Shows/Movies 
On Demand (w/SELECT All Included 
Package.) PLUS Stream on Up to FIVE 
Screens Simultaneously at No Additional 
Cost. Call DIRECTV 1-888-534-6918

DISH TV $59.99 for 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
Installation, Smart HD DVR Included, Free 
Voice Remote. Some restrictions apply. Call 
1-800-943-0838.
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WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE! SAVE $1,500

888-609-0248
Or visit: www.walkintubinfo.com/nypress

Walk-In Tubs

✔  Backed by American Standard’s 140 years of 
experience

✔  Ultra low entry for easy entering & exiting
✔  Patented Quick Drain® Technology
✔  Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND installation, 

INCLUDING labor backed by American Standard
✔  44 Hydrotherapy jets for an invigorating massage

Limited Time Offer! Call Today!

FREE!
Savings Include an American 
Standard Right Height Toilet 

FREE! ($500 Value)

WEAVER’S Farm
Market

ORGANIC • LOCAL • QUALITY

Your Farm-to-Table Holiday Shopping,  
Handmade Crafts, Amish Furniture, Gifts, and More!

SHOP LOCAL
Products from Over 50 Local Farmers, Bakers and Crafters

1272 East Side Rd., Morris, NY  13808
607.263.2030

Hours: Tues., Wed., & Sat. 9AM - 5PM
Thurs. & Fri. 9AM-6PM  •  Closed Sun. & Mon.

• Local Grass Fed Dairy
• Local Free Range Eggs
• Local Grass Fed Beef and Pork
• Local Pasture Raised 

Turkey and Chicken
• Local Baked Goods
• Deli (over 50 meats and cheeses)
• Bulk Food (spices, baking supplies, 

frozen foods and more)
• Over 100 Candies
• Local Seasonal Produce
• Fruits and Vegetables

• Local Maple Syrup, 
Honey, Jams and Jellies

• Large Selection of Organic, 
Gluten Free and Natural Foods

• Local Amish Hickory Furniture 
and Handmade Baskets

• And Much More!

Payment Cash or ChecksNo Credit Cards

DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help 
get the dental care you deserve!

FREE 
Information Kit

1-855-225-1434
Visit us online at

www.dental50plus.com/nypress

Get help paying dental bills and keep more money in 
your pocket

This is real dental insurance — NOT just a discount plan

You can get coverage before your next checkup

Information Kit

1-855-225-1434

CALL
NOW! 1-855-225-1434

Don’t wait! Call now and we’ll rush you a FREE
Information Kit with all the details.

Insurance Policy P150NY                MB17-NM003Ec
6129
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The Westchester Chordsmen is a 
nonprofit performing arts organization 
whose members sing a wide range of 
musical styles including pop, Broadway, 
doo-wop and jazz arranged in beautiful a 
cappella four-part harmony.

The Chordsmen have a long history 
of providing free community service 
programs throughout the year. This 
includes its autumn a cappella youth 
music festival for high school students, its 
college singing scholarships and its holiday 
season sing-outs at senior resident and 
medical facilities. The group also offers 
free singing lessons for men twice a year. 

The Westchester Chordsmen is a 
member chapter of the Barbershop 
Harmony Society whose motto is to keep 
the whole world singing.

The choir’s leadership team has done a 
superb job through the pandemic, turning 
lemons into as much lemonade as possible. 
This year, instead of rehearsing together 
weekly and performing live concerts, 
the Westchester Chordsmen have held 

a virtual rehearsal every week and 
performed all its songs remotely. When 
the choir performs a song remotely, each 
member creates a video of himself singing 
the song in his own home, which is easy 
to do on the computer with an app such 
as Quicktime. The first valuable lesson 
learned is that anyone can do one thing to 
instantly make themselves look better – 
smile.

The premiere performance of the 
Westchester Chordsmen’s annual holiday 
concert will be performed remotely this 
Sunday, Dec. 13 at 7 p.m. The concert is 
free and will also be available for viewing 
for a limited time afterward. Join us at 
this concert of seasonal favorites, many 
familiar songs and some new hits for the 
season. 

Come celebrate the holiday season 
with the Westchester Chordsmen. For 
more information, visit chordsmen.org/
show to register to get the link for the 
performance.

Westchester Chordsmen to Offer 
Virtual Holiday Concert This Sunday

Patrick J. McNulty Sr. • Patrick T. McNulty • Patrick J. McNulty Jr. • Daniel J. McNulty

Pleasant Manor Funeral Home, Inc.
575 Columbus Avenue, Thornwood, NY 10594

914 - 747 - 1821
www.pleasantmanorfh.com

Patrick J. McNulty Jr.  Daniel J. McNulty

Trusted, 
Compassionate 

Care for 
Three Generations

Family Owned 
And 

Supervised

There is a Diff erence

 Discover the Diff erence Pleasant Manor Funeral Home has to off er 

•Exceptional service                                                                                          
•Respectful of all religious 
  backgrounds
•Superior facilities                                                                                             
•Personalized and 
  compassionate services

•Price fl exibility                                                                                                 
•Preplanning services 
•Family owned and operated                                                                              
•Cremation specialists 

•Three generations 
 of superior services                                                               
•Unique Tributes 
•Abundant parking                                                                                            
•Strong community 
 roots

By Cantor Lilah Sugarman  

“Don’t let the light go out, it’s 
lasted for so many years.” 

We are in the Jewish month of 
Kislev, and it is in 
this month that we 
have the holiday 
of Hanukkah, 
which celebrates 
bringing more light 
into the darkest 
time of the year. 

As we enter 
the darkest and 
coldest months, I 
want to offer two 
lessons from the Jewish tradition that 
I think we can all draw on to bring 
more light into our lives and allow 
for nourishment, support and comfort 
during these months ahead. 

The first is the idea of Hitlamdut, 
which is a reflexive form of the 
Hebrew word for learning. It is often 
translated as the internalizing of 
learning. Another way to think about 
it is by engaging in a sense of curiosity 
that allows for further connection and 
understanding. 

Practicing Hitlamdut asks us 
to notice and explore further our 
everyday actions. Rabbi Pamela 
Wax suggests practicing Hitlamdut 

by noticing what you can learn from 
others’ small actions at least three 
times each day. 

This first practice is an internal 
practice of learning and curiosity. The 

second is more 
external. In our 
tradition, we are 
taught to “Love 
our neighbor as 
ourselves.”

In this time 
of uncertainty, I 
charge you to use 
these months of 
winter to safely 
connect with and 

support your neighbors. Whether it be 
calling and checking up on a friend or 
dropping off food for a family in need, 
take these months of uncertainty to 
bring comfort to others. 

May we all use these next months 
to connect through curiosity and 
support others through kindness. 

Lilah Sugarman is the cantor at 
Congregation B’Nai Yisrael in Armonk 
and is part of the Armonk Faith 
Alliance. The alliance also comprises 
Hillside Church, St. Stephen’s 
Episcopal Church, St. Patrick’s RC 
Church and St. Nersess Armenian 
Seminary.

A Spiritual View 

FACEBOOK .COM/
EX AMINERMEDIA

914-864-0878 • advertising@theexaminernews.com • www.theexaminernews.com

 Follow ExaminerMedia on social media to monitor the 
latest breaking news and local reporting tidbits 

@EXAMINERMEDIA
FOLLOW US ON TWITTER
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One touch of a button 
sends help fast, 24/7.

alone
I’m never

Life Alert® is always 
here for me.

I’ve fallen and I can’t get up!

®

Help at Home

sends help fast, 24/7.
with  GPS!

Help On-the-Go

For a FREE brochure call: 

1-800-404-9776

Saving a Life EVERY 11 MINUTES

Batteries Never Need Charging.

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE IN-HOME 
ASSESSMENT TODAY!

877-516-1160

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

O� er valid August 24, 2020 - December 31, 2020

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE IN-HOME 

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*Terms & Conditions Apply  

Give 
Something 
that Means 
Something®

Promo Number: 285

% % %
OFF OFF OFF15 10 5AND! +

YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE*

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!**

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. ** Offer valid at estimate only. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-
5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 41354 License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294 License# 603 233 977 License# 2102212986  License# 
2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 
176447 Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229   Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804 Regis-
tration# 13VH09953900  Registration# PA069383  Suffolk HIC License# 52229-H   

1-855-478-9473CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

NO MORE GUTTER CLEANING, 
OR YOUR MONEY BACK GUARANTEED!

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor@Directrays

There were some surprises on the Section 
1 soccer circuit and then there were some of 
the usual suspects doing their thing in what 
was anything but a normal 2020 campaign. 
With the state tournament cancelled on ac-
count of COVID-19 restrictions, Section 1 
broke the section up into six regional sub-
tournaments, crowning four large school 
champions and two small school divisions. 
It wasn't ideal, but we got to the finish line 
with some form of normalcy that our student 
athletes richly deserved.
LEAGUE II-C

One of those champions was Putnam-
Northern Westchester small school regional 
titlists BYRAM HILLS, which championed 
the section for the seventh time in Coach 
Matt Allen's 20 years along the tradition-
rich Bobcat sideline. In a year when Class A 
soccer was arguably as strong as Class AA, 
the top-seeded Class A Bobcats (9-0-1) went 
through the small school field like water 
through a hose, outscoring their playoff foes 
-- Hen Hud (5-1), Peekskill (6-0) and Panas 
(4-0) -- by a combined 15-1 count. In fact, 
Byram outscored its 10 opponents 38-3 for 
the year, despite a COVID-induced 16-day 

quarantine and won the League II-C title, 
a league that produced two regional titilists 
(John Jay CR).

All-Section Bobcat senior Bailey Gold-
stein (8G, 12A) scored at least one point in 
every game and was voted the II-C Player of 
the Year while junior teammate Ross Eagle 
(12G, 4A) gained an All-Section nod and 

will lead the unit’s march into 2021. Eagle 
showed his proficiency to tickle twine when 
he bagged a hat trick in the 5-1 quarterfinal 
win over Hen Hud. Senior D Kalden Harp, 
the Byram Hills Athlete of the Season, and 
junior F Nico Bisgaier (5G, 13A) secured 
All-Section HM nods while senior G Aidan 
Cogan was named to the All-League team.

“We’re so incredibly thankful to the By-
ram Hills administration for allowing us to 
play and supporting us through the season,” 
said Bobcat Coach Matt Allen, who sits just 
five wins shy of 300 for his career (295-68-
28). “Despite a 16-day layoff due to a Covid 
quarantine, our athletic department worked 
incredibly hard to get us back on the field and 
on track to play the remainder of our sched-
ule. The boys responded in kind, playing 
five games after the quarantine, outsourc-
ing our opponents 25-1 in those five games. 
More importantly, we played the season with 
the heavy hearts for Christy Saltstein, who 
passed away over the summer, and the boys 
played with the same heart and resilience 
that her family has shown. It was an incred-
ible year for our league as well. So proud to 
be a part of a new league that performed so 
well in the postseason, featuring two cham-
pions and two semifinalists.”

HORACE GREELEY (10-4), which 
came on strong down the stretch, was one 
of those semifinalists, but the fourth-seeded 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

     

                                     
               

 
 

      
  

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Byram Hills Senior Strutted Stuff, Named League MVP in Title Season
Bailey Double! 
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2020 Boys’ 
Soccer 
Wraps 
on Tap on Tap 

Byram Hills senior M Bailey Goldstein had plenty to strut about as he led the 2020 Bobcats to the Section 
1 Putnam-Northern Westchester small school regional championship and locked down the League 
II-C MVP during a COVID-19-plagued season, in which Section 1 crowned six regional champions 
throughout Westchester, Putnam, Dutchess and Rockland counties... see Boys’ Soccer Notebook

continued on next page
Byram Hills junior F Ross Eagle locked down an 
All-Section nod.

Greeley D Owen Parson parlayed his senior 
season into a second All-Section campaign.
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Quakers were knocked off by No.1 CAR-
MEL, 2-1, in OT in the Putnam-Northern 
Westchester large school regional semis 
after eliminating defending Section 1 Class 
AA champion OSSINING in the opening 
round. Greeley seniors Owen Parsons, the 
backbone of the defense, and fiery M Zach 
Eichenberg, were each awarded an All-Sec-
tion nod while Bennett Shropshire earned 
All-Section HM. Senior M Justin Miller was 
named All-League.
LEAGUE I-A

Class AA CARMEL did some big-time 
damage in the Putnam-Northern Westches-
ter large school tournament, reaching the fi-
nals before falling to John Jay CR in overtime 
on a golden goal. The top-seeded Rams (10-
1) went undefeated in the regular season be-
fore winning two playoff games for what was 
believed to be the first time in school history 
(not including outbrackets). Additionally, the 
Rams went undefeated in League I-A, pe-
rennially one of the toughest leagues in the 
state.

The Rams were rewarded with three All-
Section awards, including junior D Dwyant 
Suazo, among the most gifted players in the 
section, senior D AJ Patino (4G, 2A) and se-
nior M Simon Douglas (6G, 2A).

Carmel also notched three All-League 
nods in junior M Tayte Wong, senior M JD 
Vargas and sophomore G Joe Galeano under 
League I-A Coach of the Year Vasiliy Shev-
elchinsky.  

Outside mid Jack Aurteri (3G, 4A) trig-
gered a lot of runs for a balanced attack.

“We did not have a consistent striker to 
rely on, so it was a collaborative team effort 
from everyone,” the coach said. “We had 
nine different goal scorers. We did not con-
cede many goals, thanks in large part to the 
back line of AJ Patino, Dwyant Suazo, Jack 
Curtis and Nico Calvelli.

“We are grateful to Section 1, and our 

school district for giving us the opportunity 
to have a season with everything that is still 
going on,” Shevelchinsky added. “Not ev-
eryone was as fortunate. We had multiple 
school closures but the players adjusted to 
the new difficult circumstances and really 
made the most of each situation. We will be 
graduating 12 seniors. All of them were an 
integral part of our success. They helped so-
lidify the culture for our program. The boys 

made sacrifices, bought all in, and played for 
each other. Our goal next season will be to 
maintain the level of success we had and 
keep growing. We may have caught a few 
people by surprise this season but everyone 
will be ready next year.”

No. 7 MAHOPAC (2-8-1) saw its season 
end in an opening-round loss to Yorktown. 
Indian senior Nick Biagini (8G) was the fin-
isher and procured All-Section honors after 

leading the club in scoring while senior M 
Mario Bunjaj (2G, 6A), a playmaker, was All-
Section HM. Mahopac seniors Marco Chou-
sa and Joey Colatruglio were each named 
All-League.

““All of our seniors from Mario Bunjaj, 
Nick Biagini, Joe Colatruglio, Dimas Augus-
tin-Mendez, Brian Merlino, and Vinny Ro-
driguez were great to have this year,” Coach 
Chris Mulholland said. 
LEAGUE II-D

Second-seeded Class A YORKTOWN 
(10-1-1) had its undefeated season come to a 
screeching halt in a semifinal PK loss to John 
Jay CR, thus ending one of the finest regular 

continued on next page

Carmel junior D Dwyant Suazo (6) copped All-Section honors and ranks historically among best back-
liners in Rams history.

Yorktown G Dylan Lopez led a stingy Husker 
defense and grabbed an All-Section nod.

RAY GALLAGHER/ROB DIANTONIO PHOTOS/BOB CASTNER

Carmel senior M Simon Douglas garnered All-Section honors and led Rams in 
scoring. Mahopac senior M Nick Biagini (10) and Carmel junior D Dwyant Suazo were both tabbed All-Section.
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seasons in program history. Coach Ed Pol-
chinsk’s Huskers had the better of the run 
against the Wolves, but one key flip of the 
field turned into a transitional nightmare that 
ended Yorktown’s season but didn’t prevent 
the Huskers from getting four players named 
All-Section, including seniors G Dylan “D-
Lo” Lopez and M Marco Landocino, plus ju-

niors M George Popovic 
(11G, 6A) and D Mason 
Murphy. Senior D Teddy 
Kozera was named All-
Section HM while All-
League honors went to 
seniors Chris Judge (3G, 
7A) and defenders Tony 
Granitto (4G, 3A) and 
Ruslan Semenko. All in 
all, it was a solid season 
for a Husker program 
that maintained its rep in 
Section 1.

“Next year we will be 
looking to remain highly 
competitive,” Yorktown 
Assistant Coach Justin 
Huff said. “We will be 
returning some key guys 
in important spots. Peter 
Tinaj, who we unfortu-
nately lost to injury this 
year, will be looking to 
cause havoc up top with 
George Popovic. Mason 
Murphy and Jack Prybly-
ski will likely get a bump 
into the midfield as we 
usher in a new set of un-
derclassmen like Mike 
Duffy, Ryan Tomeny and 
Jake Levine.

“Class A will be loaded as it seems to be 
every year,” he added, “but I know we'll be 
right in the thick of things when it matters. If 
we can maintain our focus and drive leading 
up to and during the season I know we'll be 
very successful. As a program we will never 
stop striving to improve ourselves.”

Class A SOMERS went 
down sooner than any-
one expected when Coach 
Brian Lanzetta's third-
seeded Tuskers (8-3) were 
knocked off by No.6 John 
Jay in the opening round of 
the tournament. Observ-
ers of Section 1 soccer kept 
waiting for Somers to peak 
in time for the playoffs, but 
scoring goals proved to 
be a bigger problem than 
expected and the Tuskers 
never rose to their lofty 
pre-season expectations. 

Led by the League II-D 
Player of the Year, se-
nior D Derek Marques, 
the Tusker defense was 
tough to beat. Marques 
was rated among the most 
skilled players in the sec-
tion. All-Section senior F 
Zane Bronson (6G, 6A) led 
the attack along with All-
Section HM junior Bennett 
Leitner (8G, 2A), who will 
return next season with 
All-League juniors mids 
Daniel D’Ippolito (6G, 7A) 
and Michael Micceri.

No.3 WALTER PANAS 
Somers senior D Derek Marques was league MVP and a no-brainer All-
Section selection.

Somers junior Bennett Leitner was named All-Section HM in 2020 
and has big plans for 2021.

2597 Rt. 22 Patterson, NY PattersonAutoBody.com 845.878.3456

Your Complete Automotive Service Center

Call for details. OFFER EXPIRES: DEC. 31, 2020

I BRAKE F
OR

EVERYTHI
NG…!

Thanks to Patterson Auto Body!!

ALL BRAKE WORK
10% OFF

COLLISION REPAIR
We Handle your Entire Claim using

Only Factory Authorized Parts – OEM
Only Equiptment Manufacturer

NYS Inspection • Air Conditioning • Wheel Alignment & Balancing
Preventive Maintenance • Towing • Tire CenterFREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY

continued on next page

Yorktown junior George Popovic earned All-Section honors for his 2020 season and will enter 2021 
with unfinished business on his mind.
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(7-4-2) had one of its finest seasons in re-
cent memory under Coach Peter Pryschlak, 
doing so behind a superb finish from two-
time All-Section senior F Tristan Phillips 
(10G, 4A). A dynamic finisher throughout 
his career, Phillips (43G, 10A for his career) 
teamed with All-League junior M Kyle Ar-

raiano (6G, 1A) to form a potent scoring 
combo. Historically, Phillips will go down 
among the top Panther playmakers. Senior 
G Kyle Rizzo, named All-Section HM, was 
the backbone of the defense with over 100 
saves and two shutouts, while junior M Ed-
die Chicaiza was named All-League.

“Panas Soccer has 
accomplished a lot this 
season, some things that 
have never been done,” 
Coach P said. “The boys 
were able to host and 
win a home regional 
game and make it to the 
regional finals. We don’t 
think that’s ever been 
done. We won seven 
games and we’re not 
sure when the last time 
Panas has won that many 
games.”

“Kyle Arraiano and 
Eddie Chicaiza will be 
back with a vengeance 
next year after getting a 
taste,” the coach added. 
“Junior defensive mid-
fielder Elvin Meija and 
sophomore center back 
Jackson DiLorenzo will 
be back to anchor the 
squad. We are happy to 
have played this sea-
son under the circum-
stances. We are excited 
to bring back 11 return-
ers from this year's 
successful squad. They 
boys played with pas-
sion, battled adversity, 
and helped make Panas a 
soccer school.”

No.5 LAKELAND 
(6-6-1) had an early, first-

round exit from the tour-
nament after a 3-0 loss 
to No.4 PEEKSKILL. 
Hornet senior wing Anto-
nio Gerbasi (5G, 4A), who 
will move on to SUNY 
Potsdam, was named All-
Section HM while senior 
D Austin Bergen and sophomore M Derek 
Jaramillo were tabbed as All-League choices. 
Hornet Coach Tim Hourahan is pinning the 
future of this prideful program on Jaramillo’s 
back and appreciated his seniors commit-
ment to the trade.

“Antonio was our most improved player 
and a late bloomer who will do really well 
in the SUNY conference for four years, and 
Austin has been a three-year starter in the 
program, who has been a great leader,” he 
said. “Derek returned to us after playing 
academy his freshman year and may have 
been the most consistent player we had this 
fall.”

The sophomore class, including All-
League HM Sonny Karaqi (6G, 4A), is 
strong.

“It’s been a few years since we were in 
the mix after winning four-straight league 
titles from 2013-2016 over Somers and York-
town,” Hourahan concluded. “But those two 
teams have run the league the last four years 
and been at the top of the table in all of class 
A as well. We really do like our younger guys 
that are coming back next season. We return 
our entire offense and have some real tech-
nical players in this group. We will lean on 
this young core over the next two years and 
hope that this group will be the ones to bring 
us back towards the top of our league and in 
our section, which is an absolute beast now.”

BREWSTER (1-7) had a rough season 
and was quarantined for the playoffs but not 
before senior M Carlos Palma and sopho-
more M Matteo Gulla were rewarded as All-
Leaguers. The Bears’ record is not indica-

tive of how tough they played.
“Like every other team, we were hit very 

hard by Covid and injuries,” Bears Coach 
Jerry Frieri said. “Our schedule was very 
top heavy, with more than half the league 
games against number one Yorktown and the 
number two Somers. We were no pushover 
and the team culture was completely over-
turned.” 

A highlight of the season was Brewster’s 
2-1 win at John Jay CR. The team is expected 
to continue improving through a sustained 
commitment to its rebuilding plans.
LEAGUE II-E

Dutchess County champion Beacon took 
home top hoors in the league, including 
League MVP Warren Banks, but fourth-
seeded PEEKSKILL (7-6) had its best sea-
son in recent memory before falling in the 
Putnam-Northern Westchester small school 
regional semis to Byram Hills. The playoff 
win over Lakeland was the biggest win in 
close to a decade. Junior D Kevin Mendez 
received an All-Section nod while leading 
Coach Jonathan Iasillo’s. Junior M Erick Gui-
nansaca was named All-Section HM and will 
pair with Mendez as the top returnees next 
season. All-League juniors Johnny Morocho 
and Alex Sapatanga return up top to fuel fur-
ther promise among the rising Red Devils.

No.8 HEN HUD knocked off No.9 CRO-
TON in the opening round but were bounced 
from the tournament by Byram Hills. Se-
nior M Gio Cardona earned an All-Section 
HM nod for the Sailors while senior D Luke 
O’Neil was named All-League.

Two-time All-Section Panas senior Tristan Phillips drew attention every time he took the field as one of the most prolific scorers in 
Panther history.

Pleasantville’s Patrick Panek secured All-Section honors.

Pleasantville’s Mike Saldana was named All-Section and League Player 
of the Year.
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LEAGUE III-A
PLEASANTVILLE (10-3-1 overall, 

6-2-1) came out on top of the league under 
league Coach of the Year Beau Morki and 
League MVP Mike Saldana (4G, 2A), but 
failed in its quest for a regional title when 
the third-seeded Panthers were ousted by 
No.1 Bronxville in the Southern Westches-
ter small school finals.

Saldana will be missed but the Panthers 

have plenty in reserve as they continue to 
build a solid, respected soccer program.

“Mike was a great one-on-one defender 
for us,” P’Ville Assistant Coach Jim Camp-
bell said. “Along with Connor Whynott, he 
solidified our back four and that was awe-
some.”

Panther senior M Patrick Panek (3G, 6A) 
drew up an All-Section campaign playing 
mostly in a defensive mid position. 

“Patrick was our leader on and off the 
field, he made everyone 
around him better,” Coach 
Campbell said.

Senior F Mike Collins (5G, 
1A) earned All-Section HM 
for the Panthers. “Mike was 
a relentless attacker, super 
fast. He gave defenses fits all 
year,” Campbell said.

Seniors, including versa-
tile Matt Moses, Arjun ‘Mr. 
Clutch’ Singh (4G, 3A) and 
Whynott, all earned All-
League, as did sophomore F 
Will Peacock (7G, 1A), who 
played like a seasoned senior 
since Day 1. So did sopho-
mores Shubhro Biswas (CB) 
and G Adam Panek, accord-
ing to Campbell.

“Coach Morki has a good 
feeling about the future of 
our defense,” Campbell said.

No.6 BRIARCLIFF (4-
5-2) was knocked out of the 
Putnam-Northern Westches-
ter small school regional by 
Panas in the opening round. 
Junior M Tyler Cho did his 
part to continue the Bears’ 
strong tradition by notching 
an All-Section nod. Senior 
G Jacob Zednik delivered an 
All-Section HM season be-
tween the pipes while senior 
F Luca Vargish and junior F 
Nico Santucci were tabbed 

All-League.
WESTLAKE (5-6 

overall, 4-3 league) has 
a ton to look forward to 
in 2021 with four under-
classmen receiving indi-
vidual postseason acco-
lades, joining All-Section 
senior D Josh Corona 
(2G), the backbone of the 
Wildcat defense.

Junior F Gianluca 
Ruggiero (6G) dialed up 
an All-Section season 
while junior G Francesco 
Michilli was All-Section 
HM. Juniors, F Mar-
tin Sunjic (2G) and D 
Tommy Giaccone, were 
named All-League after 
No.8 Westlake knocked 
off No.9 Hastings to win 
its first playoff game in a 
decade. The season end-
ed in a loss to eventual 
Southern Westchester 
small school champion 
Bronxville.

“We are incredibly 
grateful to have played 
through 2020 and our pro-
gram was lucky to have 
such strong senior leader-
ship during a difficult and obstacle-filled sea-
son,” Westlake boss Joe Callagy said. “The 
program has made some notable strides for-
ward despite the circumstances, including 
our first playoff victory in 10 years.”

Key departures include Corona, Connor 
Cronin and Paul Julian but the cupboard will 
be restocked with the likes of the aforemen-
tioned juniors, plus G Francesco Michilli and 

M Isaiah Ortiz. 
“We’re looking forward to a 2021 team 

that will have 18 returning players, includ-
ing eight frequent starters, six of whom have 
been varsity players since 10th grade.”

No.6 VALHALLA (5-5) advanced to the 
second round after knocking off Tuckahoe 
in the Southern Westchester small school 

Westlake junior F Gianluca Ruggiero took home All-Section honors after scoring six goals. 

Briarcliff’s Tyler Cho was a dominant factor for the Bears, thus 
earning All-Section honors.

White Plains senior D Victor Flores earned All-Section honors.

White Plains senior D Eric Ramirez (5) was named league player of the year and tabbed to the 2020 
All-Section team.
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regional but were knocked off in the quar-
ters by Pleasantville. Viking senior M Jason 
Otiniano was named All-Section while junior 
D Thomas Casale was All-Section HM and 
senior G Jonah Strupinsky was All-League.
LEAGUE I-D

No.2 WHITE PLAINS (7-1-3) domi-
nated league play and took home top honors 
behind the play of All-Section senior M Eric 
Ramirez, the league MVP. The Tigers didn’t 
stop there as Coach Mike Lambert, the 
league Coach of the Year, guided the Tigers 
to the Southern Westchester large school re-
gional finals before losing to Mamaroneck in 
the title tilt.

Senior CB Victor Flores will depart with 
All-Section honors but All-Section sopho-
more Jair Cano is expected to lead the 2021 
squad, along with All-League soph Gael 
Baraldi.

Seniors D Jonathan Calpeno and CM Ru-
ben Collazos were both named All-Section 

HM while seniors Alan Meneses and Ma-
rio Martinez-Jiminez locked up All-League 
honors.

“This senior class faced a season like no 
other,” Coach Lambert said. “Despite that, 
they managed to earn a league champion-
ship for their school. They had a goal and a 
job and were successful at both. I’m proud of 
them. They have set the bar pretty high for 
future years.”

Defending Class AA champion No.5 
OSSINING (6-7) was eliminated at No.4 
GREELEY in the opening round of the 
Putnam-Northern Westchester large school 
tournament but not before seniors Malcolm 
Phillips and Yohance Douglas were rewarded 
with All-Section honors. Senior wing Kevon 
Evans was named All-Section HM while se-
nior Luis Castillo was All-League for a Pride 
team that struggled to score goals this sea-
son after an historical 2019 campaign that 
saw them capture the city by storm.

FOX LANE (0-10-2) went winless this 
fall but saw senior G Charles Della Penna 
earn All-Section HM honors and senior CM 
Ben Belfiglio and junior Luis Diaz Giron earn 
All-League.
LEAGUE III-D

North Salem took home top honors in 
the league, but behind a strong effort from 
All-League freshman G Ronan Kiter, No.7 
HALDANE eliminated No.10 PUTNAM 
VALLEY, 3-2, to snag bragging rights be-
tween the bordering towns and win its first 
playoff game in five years. Haldane was then 
knocked off by North Salem in the Putnam-
Northern Westchester small school quar-
terfinals. Senior M Noah Elias earned an 
All-Section and senior D Andrew Silhavy 
was All-Section HM nod for the Blue Devils 
(4-9) while senior D David Ordonez was All-
Section for the Tigers (2-11) and senior G 
James Salvia was All-Section HM. 

Freshman M Liam Stapleton looks like 

a player CROTON-HARMON can build 
around after the Tigers (2-10) had a down 
season. Senior D Patrick Fleming earned 
All-League for the Tigers. PV’s Christian 
Moreno and Haldane’s senior D John Dwyer 
and freshman Matt Nachamkin were also 
named All-League.

Ossining All-Section CB Malcolm Phillips and White Plains’ All-Leaguer Gael Baraldi had big seasons. Ossining M Yohance Douglas locked up an All-Section nod.
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