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Putnam Valley G Ryan Basso glides the lane en route to a game-high 23 points for the Tigers in a decisive 68-49 victory over visiting Ossining last Tuesday night when the Tigers improved to 4-4 and the Pride 
fell to 1-4... see Boys’ Hoops Notebook
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Can’t 
Lasso 
Basso!
Put Valley 
Routs  
Ossining,
68-49

It took some fine back yard dining from Mahopac junior Sophia DeFrancesco (No. 11), who notched a hat trick, and another from freshman Nicole Panny (L), to secure a 9-7 league victory on a gorgeous, 
sun-splashed afternoon at Carmel in a crosstown rivalry game, which featured two of  the areas top goalies -- Carmel’s Cat Babnik (16 saves) and Mahopac’s Jordan Barbagallo (15). Ava Jennings, Colleen 
MacNeil and Caitlyn Reilly also scored for Mahopac. Kira Dobbs, Lindsey Neilis, Panny and Jennings each had an assist. Carmel’s Margaret Flocco was nearly unstoppable, scoring a game-high five goals 
and Camryn Shilling added two for the improving Rams.

DeFrancesco Served Al Fresco!

Outdoor Dining for Mahopac Junior 
 in Indians’ 9-7 Win over Carmel

BELLA DINAPOLI /RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS
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If LAKELAND RHP Jason Green can do 
what he did last Thursday night in a 9-0 
win over host SOMERS, the defending 
Section 1 Class A champion Hornets (8-
1), ranked No.1 in NYS, are going to be 
tough to beat come playoff time. Already 
armed with the reigning Class A Player of 
the Year in gas-chucking junior lefty Joey 
Vetrano, and stacked at No.2 with crafty 
lefty Evan Berta, Coach Bill Casey now 
finds a gas-throwing No.3 in Green, who 
went the route against the Tuskers, allow-
ing just one hit while whiffing nine and 
walking one.
   Berta (2 for 3, HR, 3 RBI, 2 RS, BB) and 
Vetrano (2 for 4, 2 runs, double) provided 
all the support Green would need with 
Somers' Thomas Parisi reaching twice and 
breaking up a no-hit bid. It was all Ve-
trano to open the week last Monday in a 
rain-shorted 6-0 win at Peekskill Stadium 
where Joey Bats chucked five shutout in-
nings with seven strikeouts for the win 
and went 2 for 3 with a solo dinger.
   Berta was sensational a day later when 
he shut down a quality Byram Hills club 
to secure the complete-game, 6-1 vic-

tory. The junior allowed just one run 
on four hits and two walks while sitting 
down eight Bobcats on K's. At the plate, 
Berta supported his own cause and went 
2 for 3 with a solo home run and three 
runs scored in the rematch of last year's 
sectional final. Green and senior SS Leo 
Cummings each had two hits and an RBI. 

Hornet OF Andrew Croce stroked a dou-
ble and two ribbies.
   Watch out, y’all, Lakeland is just scratch-
ing its surface. If pitching wins, which we 
all know it does, Lakeland is going to have 
a monster season. Yeah, it is baseball, and 
anything can happen on any given day, but 
we’re just going to go ahead and clear the 
schedule for early June.
   “Byram was a huge game for us,” Ve-
trano admitted. “They are a great team 
and I think we all stepped up. Jay had an 
amazing game against Somers. He was 
working quick and we made plays behind 
him, and overall, we played very well as a 
team. If our pitching continues, we will be 
very good and our offense is heating up.” 

#ThingsOppos-
ingTeamsDont-
WanttoHear
   Somers (5-5) also 
posted a 10-0 rout 
of Croton-Har-
mon (4-5) when 
co-ace Jackson 
Kossow pitched 
4-2/3rds of one-hit 
ball and struck out 
eight. The Tuskers 
blew the floodgate 
open with 10 runs 
in the fifth inning 
behind Thomas 
Parisi (2 for3, 2R, 
RBI) and Logan 
Carriero (2 for 3, 2  
RBI, R).
   BREWSTER has 
a solid week of ac-
tion, doing so in 

fancy fashion when pitchers Bobby Mc-
Bride and Austin Beal combine for a no-
hitter in the Bears' 4-3 win over Nanuet. 
The bats of Paul Catalano (2 for 4) and Jack 
Gusler's game-winning two-run homer 
were all starter McBride and reliever Beal 
would need to accomplish the deed.
   The Bears (8-2) followed that up the next 
day with an 8-4 win over visiting PANAS 
behind P Ryan Gergley, who went six in-
nings for the win, allowing two earned 
runs. Reliever Dean Johnson closed. 
The free-spirited McBride was big again, 
mashing a game-winning grand salami in 
the bottom of the sixth. Jack Gusler (2 for 
3, 2 RBI) was also big for the Bears.

   But Brewster wasn’t done yet; during a 
busy week of action, the Bears also mauled 
Ardsley, 5-1, in the opening round of the 
Ardsley Tournament last Saturday. RHP 
Thomas Mark went the distance, allowing 
one earned with seven whiffs for the win. 
Big Nick Girard was 2-3 with a double, 
dinger and two RBI for the surging Bears, 
who also saw McBride and Gergely knock 
in a run.
   Brewster is a program that keeps on 
fighting, no matter how dire the situation 
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Yorktown CF James Halstead makes what might be the defensive play of  the Section 1 year, robbing John 
Jay of  a home run in the Huskers’ 7-0 loss to Indians.
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State-Ranked (No.1) Lakeland Mops up Byram Hills in Title Rematch

Lakeland 1B Jason Green runs for 3B in Hornets’ 
6-1 win over Byram Hills.

Lakeland hurler Evan Berta fires pitch in Hornets’ 6-1 win over Byram Hills.

Lakeland IF Leo Cummings throws on the run for 
an out in Hornets’ 6-1 win over Byram Hills.

is: Just look at their past precedence as 
No.17 seeds in two of the last three years 
and the significant post-season runs made 
by Coach Matt Cunningham's Bears.
   "The kids are playing at a high level right 
now, but I really believe it's our resiliency 
that is a hallmark trait," the coach said. 
"We have been down in games this year, 
9-1 Beacon, 3-0 Nanuet, 4-3 Panas, and 
the guys don't panic. There is a prevailing 
thought that someone will make a play, get 
a big hit or have a shutdown inning that 

will allow us to win the game."
The pitching staff, led by the gas-twirling, 
UConn-bound McBride and Mark, have 
kept the Bears in just about every game.
   "Our pitching staff has done a very solid 
job up to this point, really keeping us in 
games and allowing us to be successful," 
Cunningham said. "This team is very en-
joyable to work with because of their posi-

tive attitude and willingness to sacrifice for 
the team. We have a difficult schedule on 
the horizon and we are hoping that we can 
keep playing well in order to put ourselves 
in as good of shape as possible in a very 
competitive Class A."
Class A is as strong as its been in quite 
some time with Lakeland, Rye (No.2) and 
Byram Hills all ranked among the top 13 
in NYS, so league and sectional titles will 
be hard to come by.
Panas (5-5) bounced back nicely in the 
opening round of the Dom Cecere Tour-
nament at Eastchester in a 2-1 win over 
New Rochelle behind emerging junior 
chucker Matt Calise, who lasted 5-1/3, al-
lowing one run on four hits. Closer Don 
Hopper got the win while Lucas Felicia-
no went 1 for 3 with a double and a run. 
Adam Elfadel was 1-3 and scored the win-
ning run with some nifty base running.
   HEN HUD lost a close one to a quality 
Rye (13-1) club, falling 4-3 to Garnet ace 
Declan Lavelle, who fanned 12 Sailors. 
The Sailors (9-3) also defeated Croton, 

8-5, behind the combined efforts of pitch-
ers Nick Caruso, who got the win, and 
closer Nick Hiltlsey with the save. Hen 
Hud has had a terrific regular season run 
over the course of the last four-five years, 
but they need a deep post-season run one 
of these years.
“We’ve got three big challenges this week 
with Brewster and Lourdes (twice) on the 

schedule,” Sailor skipper Van Vourliotis 
said. “We’re looking forward to continuing 
to play our best baseball come May 1st and 
into the rest of the month.”
   YORKTOWN (8-4) took a 7-0 loss 
to league rival John Jay on the chin but 
bounced back nicely in an 8-1 win over 
Beacon, who had no answer for slugger 
Anthony Fusco (3 RBI). Chris Sica, Kyle 
Zaslaw (RBI) and Luan Biberaj (RBI) all 
had two hits to lead Huskers, who saw P 
Joe Lombardo earn the victory, going five 
innings, allowing one run on four hits. 
Vincent Cicatelli threw two innings in re-
lief out of the bullpen, fanning a pair and 
notching the last six outs to earn the save.
CLASS AA
   MAHOPAC was swept by John Jay EF 
last week, but it wasn't without highlights. 
Indian RHP Chris Tewey suffered a 2-0 
loss for Mahopac (5-5) last Thursday, de-
spite allowing just two runs on four hits 
in going the distance. The 15-2 loss to Jay 
earlier in the week was without much de-
light other than Chris Walpole's effort (2 
for 4, double, an RBI, run).
  OSSINING’s Gino Manicchio earned the 
win in a 16-7 win over Port Chester, and 
Gino Manicchio went 4 for 5 with three 
runs scored and an RBI for the Pride (8-
3). Mark DeAngelis went 3 for 5 with two 
runs scored and two RBI while Joe Bossi-
nas went 3 for 4 with three runs scored 
and two RBI.

2019/2020 MAY TRYOUTS 
Monday - May 6 & May 13 • 6 to 7 PM

Girls 2005, 2004, 2003
Boys 2006, 2007, 2008

7 to 8 PM - Boys 2005, 2004, 2003, 2002
Saturday, May 18 • 1 to 2:15 PM

Boys 2006, 2007, 2008
2:30 PM to 3:30 PM - Boys 2005, 2004, 2003, 2002

 Location: West Patent Elementary School
Address: 80 W Patent Road, Bedford Hills, NY 10507 
Register Today: www.westchesterunitedfc.com 

Or Contact: info@westchesterunitedfc.com 

Brewster junior Bobby McBride and the Bears off  
to a terrific 8-2 start.

Panas senior Dan Hopper closed the door on New 
Rochelle in 2-1 Panther win Saturday.

Lakeland junior Joey Vetrano drives a pitch to right 
in Hornets’ 6-1 win over Byram Hills.
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day with an 8-4 win over visiting PANAS 
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The free-spirited McBride was big again, 
mashing a game-winning grand salami in 
the bottom of the sixth. Jack Gusler (2 for 
3, 2 RBI) was also big for the Bears.

   But Brewster wasn’t done yet; during a 
busy week of action, the Bears also mauled 
Ardsley, 5-1, in the opening round of the 
Ardsley Tournament last Saturday. RHP 
Thomas Mark went the distance, allowing 
one earned with seven whiffs for the win. 
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Jay of  a home run in the Huskers’ 7-0 loss to Indians.
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6-1 win over Byram Hills.
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Lakeland IF Leo Cummings throws on the run for 
an out in Hornets’ 6-1 win over Byram Hills.
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By Tony Pinciaro
Coming into the 2019 varsity so� ball 

season, LAKELAND senior p Claire Fon 
explained what the team hoped to do.

“Our goal was to start out strong, taking 
it one game at a time,” said the � ve-year 
varsity player.

Lakeland could not have asked for a 
better start. � rough 11 games, not only 
have the Hornets started strong, they are 
a perfect 11-0.

� e Hornets added victories over 
Pelham (9-5), BREWSTER (16-1) and 
SOMERS (4-3) during spring break week.

� e fast start is nothing new for 
a Lakeland program that has been a 
perennial Section 1 Class A � nalist or 
semi� nalist the last 10 years.

Lakeland broke through and won the 
2017 Section 1 Class A title and last year, 
lost to eventual champion, Ardsley, in a 
semi� nal.

� e semi� nal loss last year le�  
Lakeland unful� lled so the Hornets were 
determined to raise their level of play in 
2019.

“We have a very young team so working 
and improving on our communication 

was our focus,” said Fon, who will attend 
Adelphi University in September and 
continue with so� ball. “All of the girls on 

the team worked a lot 
during the o� season, 
which has de� nitely 
contributed to our great 
start. Every day we try to 
improve our skills and it 
shows on the � eld and in 
the box.”

Lakeland has been a 
nightmare for opposing 
pitchers as the Hornets 
are hitting .389, led 
by Fon’s .667 average. 
Krystal Badillo is batting 
.528 and freshman 
Shannon Scotto is at 
.441. Lakeland has 46 
extra-base hits this 
season, paced by Fon’s 

Section 1-leading 11 home runs. Overall, 
Lakeland has outscored its opponents, 
124-28.

Lakeland steps into the box with one 
thought in mind.

“Our focus is to get on base any way 
possible,” said Fon, who has a team-best 
34 RBI. “Our lineup is strong one though 
nine so each player has an impact in each 
game.”

One aspect that has made Lakeland 
e� ective with the bat is the communication 
between hitters.

“A major piece is adjusting to each 
pitcher you may face,” Fon said. “Our 
team is good with communicating on 
pitches seen and how to adjust our swing.”

Fon has been the bene� ciary of this run 
support. She is currently 10-0, including 
four shutouts. Fon has 77 strikeouts in 
64 innings and owns a 0.88 earned run 

average. However, when called upon, Fon 
knows her defense will respond.

“Knowing that I have a strong defense 
behind me makes a big di� erence,” Fon 
said. “� ey � eld the ball cleanly and make 
some very stand-out plays. I know that 
they have my back which makes pitching 
much easier.”

Lakeland is gaining con� dence 
with each victory, but the Hornets are 
remaining composed and not thinking 
about their record.

“We go into every game thinking our 
record is 0-0, as Coach Fallo says,” Fon 
said.

Lakeland overturned a two-run de� cit 
with a six-run sixth inning against 
Pelham. Fon homered twice and drove in 
four runs. Badillo doubled, had two RBI 
and scored two runs.

Ava Knopf smacked two doubles and 
drove in four runs against Brewster. 
Scotto, Badillo (two doubles) and Fon 
each had three hits and three RBI. Stella 
Bale allowed two hits and struck out a 
career-best 11 for her � rst win.

Amber Lopez collected two hits and a 
RBI and Badillo had a hit and two runs 
scored against Somers to back Fon’s seven-
hit, seven-strikeout performance.

SOMERS rebounded to beat Byram 
Hills, 2-1, behind relief pitcher Sarah 
Murphy. Murphy entered the game, with 
no outs, in the � rst inning and went on to 
allow four hits.

Hannah Recine had a double and RBI 
and Karly Moscarello also doubled.

PUTNAM VALLEY improved to 7-2 
with an 11-2 triumph of Pawling. Emily 
McKenna was in control, allowing just two 
hits and striking out eight, also notching 
her 300th career K. She also slammed a 
two-run homer and added a three-run 
jack, � nishing 3 for 4 with seven RBI. 
Putnam Valley rang up 14 hits, including 
12 from its No. 1-4 hitters. � is quartet 
also registered 10 RBI and scored 10 runs.

Alex Waters went 4 for 4 with two RBI, 
Keiko Waters had three hits and three 
runs scored and Frankie Reyes had two 
hits and an RBI.

Putnam Valley Coach Rena Finsmith 
credited in� elders Kathleen Gallello and 
Reyes with some ‘stellar plays in the � eld.”

Putnam Valley will be playing in 
the prestigious James “Ace” Morabito 
Tournament, which annually attracts the 
top teams in the state.

HEN HUD swept a pair of games 
-- over Rye and Poughkeepsie. Alana 
Espinoza blanked Rye on a four-hitter 
and strikes out seven. She also helped 
herself with two RBI. Jillian Attinelly 
drove in a team-best � ve runs in Hen 
Hud’s � ve-inning win over Poughkeepsie. 
Nicole Kopfensteiner led Hen Hud with 
four hits while Kami Johannsen and Ella 
Kennedy each had three hits. Michaela 
Capicotto and Jessica Bleakley drove in 

four runs apiece.
YORKTOWN went 1-1 for the week, 

losing 6-2 to Valhalla, then bouncing back 
to shut out Panas, 4-0.

Allie Cortino was brilliant against Panas, 
striking out 11. She received o� ensive 
support from Sam Riccardulli, Julianne 
Strauss and Kaitlyn Bennett, who all had 
two hits apiece. Alyssa Buck supplied the 
power with a two-run homer. Cortino 
had nine strikeouts against Valhalla along 
with two hits and a RBI. Strauss doubled 
and tripled and Riccardulli added two hits 
and a run scored.

BREWSTER dropped to 4-5 this 
season with the loss to Lakeland. Coach 
Lisa Delzio opened the season without 
her No. 1 windmiller because of an injury. 
Early in the season, an injury sidelined 
Brewster’s No. 3 hitter for the remainder 
of the season. Even though the Bears 
are not having a Brewster-like season, 
Delzio is getting contributions from her 
two upperclassmen leaders – Caroline 
Cherubini and Madison Chiudina. 
Freshman Christy Restucci has also been 
a catalyst.

“Madison has been tremendous at the 
plate this season,” Delzio said. “She leads 
the team in batting (.423), RBI (21), home 
runs (four) and slugging percentage 
(1.153).

“Caroline has been solid in center � eld 
and at the plate. She’s been a tremendous 
leader on and o�  the � eld. With six 
freshmen on our squad and the injuries 
we’ve had, Caroline keeps everyone 
focused and gives 100 percent every day.”

Previously unbeaten and state-ranked 
(No.2) MAHOPAC dropped a pair of 
close ones against perennial powerhouse 
John Jay EF.

Brewster’s Madison Chiudina can’t get tag down in time on Lakeland’s 
Sabrina Reichelt in Bears’ 16-1 loss to Hornets.
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Fon-tastic Hornets Beat Brewster, Somers, off to 11-0 Start

Mahopac’s Max Semegran and Carmel’s JP Barresi get after it 
in the League I-A championships.

Lakeland-Panas’ 4x400 meter relay team of  
Patrick Abel, Kymanni Weston, Marlon Peak and 
Leart Bakraqi ran a time of  3 min. 26.43 at 
Penn Relays, which leads all Section 1 teams by 
over a second and ranks 9th overall in NYS Fed.

Mahopac’s Kayli Ann Hammond runs her leg in the 
League I-A 4x400 won by the Indians.

Mahopac’s Andrea Jenkins was a pivotal leag in the 
Indians 4x100 League I-A championship team with K. 
Hammond, Piper & Mia Klammer.

Carmel’s Caroline Douglas took 1st place at League I-A 
championships with a clear of  17 feet last week.

Mahopac sophomore Mia Klammer 
went  16-feet 1-inch for 2nd place in 
League IA meet last week.

Carmel’s Joe Mascetta took first in Pentathlon (2,895 
points) in League I-A meet.

Carmel’s Katie Turk sails to 1st-place League I-A finish in 1500-meter run with time of  4 
minutes 56.29 seconds last week.

PHOTOS BY GIL MCMAHON/HAROLD TURK/JORDI DOUGLAS

Lakeland senior slugger Claire Fon gets hold of  
one in Hornets’ 16-1 win over Brewster.

RICK KUPERBERG PHOTOS

Lakeland’s Shannon Scotto improves upon her 
plus-400 average this season in 16-1 win over 
Brewster.

Brewster’s Christy Restucci takes rip in 16-1 loss 
to Lakeland.

Carmel’s Sebastian Monge and Ryan Doherty, along with Mahopac’s Matt McMahon, who finished, fifth, 
compete in the League I-A 800-meter race.

Carmel’s Brian McCabe took 1st in 
League I-A meet in javelin with a 
fling of  156 feet and change.

Meanwhile, 
Down on the 

Track!

Carmel, Mahopac Excel 
at League Meet
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By Tony Pinciaro
Coming into the 2019 varsity so� ball 

season, LAKELAND senior p Claire Fon 
explained what the team hoped to do.

“Our goal was to start out strong, taking 
it one game at a time,” said the � ve-year 
varsity player.

Lakeland could not have asked for a 
better start. � rough 11 games, not only 
have the Hornets started strong, they are 
a perfect 11-0.

� e Hornets added victories over 
Pelham (9-5), BREWSTER (16-1) and 
SOMERS (4-3) during spring break week.

� e fast start is nothing new for 
a Lakeland program that has been a 
perennial Section 1 Class A � nalist or 
semi� nalist the last 10 years.

Lakeland broke through and won the 
2017 Section 1 Class A title and last year, 
lost to eventual champion, Ardsley, in a 
semi� nal.

� e semi� nal loss last year le�  
Lakeland unful� lled so the Hornets were 
determined to raise their level of play in 
2019.

“We have a very young team so working 
and improving on our communication 

was our focus,” said Fon, who will attend 
Adelphi University in September and 
continue with so� ball. “All of the girls on 

the team worked a lot 
during the o� season, 
which has de� nitely 
contributed to our great 
start. Every day we try to 
improve our skills and it 
shows on the � eld and in 
the box.”

Lakeland has been a 
nightmare for opposing 
pitchers as the Hornets 
are hitting .389, led 
by Fon’s .667 average. 
Krystal Badillo is batting 
.528 and freshman 
Shannon Scotto is at 
.441. Lakeland has 46 
extra-base hits this 
season, paced by Fon’s 

Section 1-leading 11 home runs. Overall, 
Lakeland has outscored its opponents, 
124-28.

Lakeland steps into the box with one 
thought in mind.

“Our focus is to get on base any way 
possible,” said Fon, who has a team-best 
34 RBI. “Our lineup is strong one though 
nine so each player has an impact in each 
game.”

One aspect that has made Lakeland 
e� ective with the bat is the communication 
between hitters.

“A major piece is adjusting to each 
pitcher you may face,” Fon said. “Our 
team is good with communicating on 
pitches seen and how to adjust our swing.”

Fon has been the bene� ciary of this run 
support. She is currently 10-0, including 
four shutouts. Fon has 77 strikeouts in 
64 innings and owns a 0.88 earned run 

average. However, when called upon, Fon 
knows her defense will respond.

“Knowing that I have a strong defense 
behind me makes a big di� erence,” Fon 
said. “� ey � eld the ball cleanly and make 
some very stand-out plays. I know that 
they have my back which makes pitching 
much easier.”

Lakeland is gaining con� dence 
with each victory, but the Hornets are 
remaining composed and not thinking 
about their record.

“We go into every game thinking our 
record is 0-0, as Coach Fallo says,” Fon 
said.

Lakeland overturned a two-run de� cit 
with a six-run sixth inning against 
Pelham. Fon homered twice and drove in 
four runs. Badillo doubled, had two RBI 
and scored two runs.

Ava Knopf smacked two doubles and 
drove in four runs against Brewster. 
Scotto, Badillo (two doubles) and Fon 
each had three hits and three RBI. Stella 
Bale allowed two hits and struck out a 
career-best 11 for her � rst win.

Amber Lopez collected two hits and a 
RBI and Badillo had a hit and two runs 
scored against Somers to back Fon’s seven-
hit, seven-strikeout performance.

SOMERS rebounded to beat Byram 
Hills, 2-1, behind relief pitcher Sarah 
Murphy. Murphy entered the game, with 
no outs, in the � rst inning and went on to 
allow four hits.

Hannah Recine had a double and RBI 
and Karly Moscarello also doubled.

PUTNAM VALLEY improved to 7-2 
with an 11-2 triumph of Pawling. Emily 
McKenna was in control, allowing just two 
hits and striking out eight, also notching 
her 300th career K. She also slammed a 
two-run homer and added a three-run 
jack, � nishing 3 for 4 with seven RBI. 
Putnam Valley rang up 14 hits, including 
12 from its No. 1-4 hitters. � is quartet 
also registered 10 RBI and scored 10 runs.

Alex Waters went 4 for 4 with two RBI, 
Keiko Waters had three hits and three 
runs scored and Frankie Reyes had two 
hits and an RBI.

Putnam Valley Coach Rena Finsmith 
credited in� elders Kathleen Gallello and 
Reyes with some ‘stellar plays in the � eld.”

Putnam Valley will be playing in 
the prestigious James “Ace” Morabito 
Tournament, which annually attracts the 
top teams in the state.

HEN HUD swept a pair of games 
-- over Rye and Poughkeepsie. Alana 
Espinoza blanked Rye on a four-hitter 
and strikes out seven. She also helped 
herself with two RBI. Jillian Attinelly 
drove in a team-best � ve runs in Hen 
Hud’s � ve-inning win over Poughkeepsie. 
Nicole Kopfensteiner led Hen Hud with 
four hits while Kami Johannsen and Ella 
Kennedy each had three hits. Michaela 
Capicotto and Jessica Bleakley drove in 

four runs apiece.
YORKTOWN went 1-1 for the week, 

losing 6-2 to Valhalla, then bouncing back 
to shut out Panas, 4-0.

Allie Cortino was brilliant against Panas, 
striking out 11. She received o� ensive 
support from Sam Riccardulli, Julianne 
Strauss and Kaitlyn Bennett, who all had 
two hits apiece. Alyssa Buck supplied the 
power with a two-run homer. Cortino 
had nine strikeouts against Valhalla along 
with two hits and a RBI. Strauss doubled 
and tripled and Riccardulli added two hits 
and a run scored.

BREWSTER dropped to 4-5 this 
season with the loss to Lakeland. Coach 
Lisa Delzio opened the season without 
her No. 1 windmiller because of an injury. 
Early in the season, an injury sidelined 
Brewster’s No. 3 hitter for the remainder 
of the season. Even though the Bears 
are not having a Brewster-like season, 
Delzio is getting contributions from her 
two upperclassmen leaders – Caroline 
Cherubini and Madison Chiudina. 
Freshman Christy Restucci has also been 
a catalyst.

“Madison has been tremendous at the 
plate this season,” Delzio said. “She leads 
the team in batting (.423), RBI (21), home 
runs (four) and slugging percentage 
(1.153).

“Caroline has been solid in center � eld 
and at the plate. She’s been a tremendous 
leader on and o�  the � eld. With six 
freshmen on our squad and the injuries 
we’ve had, Caroline keeps everyone 
focused and gives 100 percent every day.”

Previously unbeaten and state-ranked 
(No.2) MAHOPAC dropped a pair of 
close ones against perennial powerhouse 
John Jay EF.

Brewster’s Madison Chiudina can’t get tag down in time on Lakeland’s 
Sabrina Reichelt in Bears’ 16-1 loss to Hornets.
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Fon-tastic Hornets Beat Brewster, Somers, off to 11-0 Start

Mahopac’s Max Semegran and Carmel’s JP Barresi get after it 
in the League I-A championships.

Lakeland-Panas’ 4x400 meter relay team of  
Patrick Abel, Kymanni Weston, Marlon Peak and 
Leart Bakraqi ran a time of  3 min. 26.43 at 
Penn Relays, which leads all Section 1 teams by 
over a second and ranks 9th overall in NYS Fed.

Mahopac’s Kayli Ann Hammond runs her leg in the 
League I-A 4x400 won by the Indians.

Mahopac’s Andrea Jenkins was a pivotal leag in the 
Indians 4x100 League I-A championship team with K. 
Hammond, Piper & Mia Klammer.

Carmel’s Caroline Douglas took 1st place at League I-A 
championships with a clear of  17 feet last week.

Mahopac sophomore Mia Klammer 
went  16-feet 1-inch for 2nd place in 
League IA meet last week.

Carmel’s Joe Mascetta took first in Pentathlon (2,895 
points) in League I-A meet.

Carmel’s Katie Turk sails to 1st-place League I-A finish in 1500-meter run with time of  4 
minutes 56.29 seconds last week.
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Lakeland senior slugger Claire Fon gets hold of  
one in Hornets’ 16-1 win over Brewster.
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Lakeland’s Shannon Scotto improves upon her 
plus-400 average this season in 16-1 win over 
Brewster.

Brewster’s Christy Restucci takes rip in 16-1 loss 
to Lakeland.

Carmel’s Sebastian Monge and Ryan Doherty, along with Mahopac’s Matt McMahon, who finished, fifth, 
compete in the League I-A 800-meter race.

Carmel’s Brian McCabe took 1st in 
League I-A meet in javelin with a 
fling of  156 feet and change.

Meanwhile, 
Down on the 

Track!

Carmel, Mahopac Excel 
at League Meet
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second-tier team in the section behind 
front-running Yorktown and defending 
Class B champion John Jay CR.   Mason 
Nocito, Mike Walsh and Matt Mauer 
scored for the Rebels in loss to Rye while 
Matt Makar (2G), Mason Nocito (2G) and 
Mikey Walsh (2A) led the way in 9-5 win 
over Mahopac.

But Rebels can erase that 
notion with just one win 
– against either John Jay 
(today) or on Saturday by 
solving a Keith Boyer-led 
Yorktown defense in the 
most meaningful regular 
season game in Section 1 
history.

No.3 MAHOPAC – Class 
A Indians (6-6, 6-5) were 
knocked off, 15-6, against 
state-ranked (No.20) 
Northport and will be in 
a battle with Wappingers, 
North Rockland, Scarsdale, 
Suffern and Lakeland/Panas 
for the No.2-3 seeds that 
will avoid Mamaroneck 

until the finals. In the meantime, this 
offense needs to fine-tune some things 
against Arlington, Carmel and Ossining 
this week before the regular-season finale 
against a stingy Wappingers outfit that 
balls out defensively like its coach once 

did #Kuczma. Lady Indians, 
a potential top-3 seed if 
they hold it together, are 
looking solid after beating 
Carmel and Lakeland/Panas 
#QualityWs.

No.4 SOMERS – Class 
B Tuskers (5-6) fell behind 
Yorktown 7-1 but showed 
some serious resiliency in 
the second half; the kind 
that might set themselves up 
for a Final 4 run in a Class B 
field that features Yorktown, 
John Jay and everybody else. 
Brandon LaSpina bagged a 
second-half hat trick while 
recent Lafayette-commit 
Nick Rossi finished with 
two goals and one assist. 
You know what’s even sicker 
than anything: Somers has 
two former All-Americans 
– UPenn senior Gabby and 
Loyola sophomore legend 
Livy Rosenzweig – up for 
the Tewaaraton Award for 
college lacrosse’ top honor. 
Man, no other way to say it: 
the Rosenzweigs are Somers 
royalty.

No.5 HEN HUD – Class 
C  Sailors (6-4) are still in 
mix of Class C contenders, 
though current No.1 
Byram Hills and No.2 Rye 
remain the teams to beat, 
but Connor Gallagher (6 
points) and Bryce Caffrey 
(hat trick) ended a two-
game skid in 13-4 win over 
Lourdes. Braden Ellis added 
two goals for the Sailors, 
who need a quality W before 
jump aboard #TheShip. The 

Lady Sailors do indeed got it 
going on.

HM PUTNAM VALLEY 
– Class D Tigers (8-5, 7-5), 
the current No.8 seed, need 
to find their way to a Final 
4 or bust, or this will be just 
another ho-hum campaign 
since 2010. Junior A Kyle 
Wassil (5G) had his way 
in 15-3 win over Ossining 
and  Lucas Colavecchio 
added five points (3G, 2A), 
but the quality W’s are 
lacking at this point in time.

HM CARMEL – Class 
A Rams (5-4) have posted 
semi-sweet wins over New 
Rochelle and White Plains 
of late, prior to losing to 
Arlington, but could 
you imagine the 
euphoria at the Our 
Lady of the Lakes - 
Council No. 6318 – 
Knights of Columbus 
if Caione’s Rams could 
upset Mahopac this 
Friday night (7 pm)? 
#IDontThinkSo. The 
Lady Rams almost did 
the unthinkable by 
knocking off Mahopac 
and would love a playoff 
rematch.

HM BREWSTER – 
Class B Bears (4-7, 3-7) 
are the current No.10 
seed, had no answer for 
John Jay CR in 14-3 loss. 
Any playoff win at this 
point would be gravy.

HM HALDANE – 
Class D Blue Devils 
(9-2, 8-2), the current No.3 seed, are 
envisioning a scenario where their 
athleticism, which is better than previous 
seasons, secures an opening-round playoff 

win, which would be quite the feather in 
the cap of the program. Would love to see 
a scenario where they have to go through 
Putnam Valley to do so #Rematch 
#MarblesOntheLine

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

When it comes to PUTNAM VALLEY 
lacrosse, no family has had a greater 
impact than the Vandeveerdonk clan; 
three varsity careers spanning 12 years 
since the time Jimmy, Johnny and Joey 
joined the ranks. Living up to Jimmy’s All-
American status would never be easy for 
Johnny and Joey Vandeveerdonk, but they 
never stopped trying to fill those shoes of 
the brother who would eventually set the 
standard at Oneonta State.

Each of the Vandeveerdonk boys have 
been the go-to guy for their particular 
coach; whether it was Brian Kuczma, Tad 
Ignatz or Timmy Weir, but Jimmy’s teams 
were among the finest in PV history. 
Johnny, who played at Georgetown, 
and Joey didn’t have the supporting cast 
Jimmy did, when the Tigers were earning 
the last of back-to-back Section 1 Class C 
titles in 2010. But, to be fair, each “Vandy 

Dude” has led by example as exemplary 
student athletes, and upstarts like recent 
champions Bronxville and Pleasantville 
were in their infancy stages when Jimmy 
was ruling the roost and PV was regularly 
battling Rye for Class C supremacy.  

“They have all been tremendous people 
both on and off the field,” said Weir, now 
in his third year at PV. “Joey is a role 
model for the program. He is so dedicated 
to his team and one of the hardest working 
players that I have ever coached. I know 
his brothers were in the same mold. His 
hard work and attitude will get him places 
in life. It has been an honor to coach Joey 
over the past three years. He is a great 
player and even a better person off the 
field. I'm gonna miss all the daily things 
he brings to the program.”

The trio have meant more to Put Valley 
lax than any other family in the history of 
the program, which dates back to the wee-
2000s when Kuczma, the former Yorktown 
High and Hopkins All-American long 

pole took a start-
up program to 
its first sectional 
championship in 
2004, procuring 
the first team 
title in any 
sport in school 
history. Kuczma 
helped advance 
the careers of 
both Jimmy and 
Johnny – who 
recently played 
internationally for 
the Netherlands 
-- and keeps close 
tabs on Joey, who 
is having a stellar 
senior campaign, 
leading the 8-5 
Tigers in goals 
(36), points (45) 
and faceoffs (66%) 

while being locked off by the 
top opposing pole on every 
team the Tigers face.

“Thinking back to all the 
boys, they are such unique 
players and each brought 
a little something different 
to their respective teams,” 
said Kuczma, one of the top 
defenders in the history of 
U.S Lacrosse. “Jimmy was a 
combination of speed and 
strength at the midfield. 
Johnny was an attackman 
with vision and a relentless 
dodger to the goal. And 
then Joey, who brings 
a combination of both 
brothers. One consistent 
truth about all of them, is 
their competitiveness and 
winning mindset. They have 
each cemented themselves as 
some of the greatest players 
we have had in the Valley.”

It's been a dozen or 
so years since the Tigers 
were without a stately 
Vandeveerdonk brother on the field 
or within the confines of the program. 
It’s safe to say that over that period of 
time, in which the sons of Tom and Sue 
Vandeveerdonk have become PV lax 
royalty, the Vandeveerdonks have meant 
more to the program than most, and a run 
to the Class D Final 4 this May would help 
cement their legacy…

I don’t care what anyone says, 2019 is 
a down year for local teams north of the 
Pleasantville border… Class A’s Lakeland/
Panas and Mahopac and Class B’s Somers 
are down by their high standards. Put 

Valley can’t crack the top tier of Class D. 
Only Class B Yorktown remains among 
the upper crust in the state, but a deep 
run through the state tournament – and 
by deep we mean state finals -- is yet to be 
determined with Garden City, Manhasset, 
et al., lying in wait…
 NWE/Putnam Fab 5 LAX Poll

No.1 YORKTOWN –Class B state-
ranked (No.5) Huskers (7-3 overall, 5-0 
Section 1) saw Alex DeBenedictis blow up 
in 9-5 win over Somers, notching was the 
game's first three goals and an insurance 
marker in the second half. Keegan Doller 
added a pair of pops. Tim O'Callaghan, 

Blake Borges, who is 
getting healthy, and Will 
Embury each scored once 
for a Yorktown team that 
has a monster week ahead, 
including Friday’s 7 p.m. 
Murphy Cup challenge 
against neighboring rival 
Lakeland/Panas. We’ll 
take the Huskers by 4-5 
goals. Lady Huskers are 
looking sweet at 8-2 
with potential for No.1-2 
playoff seed.

No.2 LAKELAND/
PANAS – Class A 
Rebels (4-7, 4-5) proved 
the point of last week’s 
notebook when they 
suffered an 11-6 loss to 
Class C Briarcliff, ranked 
No.9 in NYS, and a 7-3 
loss to Class C Rye: Point 
being, there’s a pinhole of 
separation between every 
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Put Valley Hoping to Send Vandeveerdonk Clan Out with Bang 

Mahopac’s Tim Cegielski and L-P’s TJ Bryan mixed it up at the X 
where Bryan was a force all game in Rebels’ 8-5 win.

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

BOB CASTNER PHOTO
BOB CASTNER PHOTO

Lakeland-Panas’ Matt Makar watches one of  two goals he would score in 8-5 over Mahopac.
Yorktown D Jenna McPherson clears zone in Huskers’ 15-7 win over 
Somers. continued on next page

Putnam Valley senior M Joey Vandeveerdonk hopes to lead his Tigers to a 
strong 2019 finish.

Lakeland-Panas’ Thomas Nolan rips goal on Mahopac defenders 
Tim Cegielski and G Mike Argila in Rebels’ 8-5 win over Indians.

Somers’ Megan Dineen (2G) takes a run at Yorktown’s Jesse Barer 
(2G) in Tuskers’ 15-7 loss to Huskers. Barer also had a hat trick in 
9-8 win over Farmingdale.

Brewster girls lax team pose with G Danielle Heintz after her 500th career save last Thursday in a 13-7 
win over Pelham.

Carmel’s Julianna Debello is hounded by Mahopac’s Katie 
McDonough in host Rams’ 9-7 loss to Indians last Wednesday.

Mahopac’s Lindsay Neilis cranks shot as Carmel’s Tara Babnik 
defends in Indians’ 9-7 win over host Rams last Wednesday.

Lakeland-Panas’ Mikey Walsh (2A) was making plays in Rebels’ 8-5 win 
over host Mahopac last Thursday.

BOB CASTNER PHOTO
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second-tier team in the section behind 
front-running Yorktown and defending 
Class B champion John Jay CR.   Mason 
Nocito, Mike Walsh and Matt Mauer 
scored for the Rebels in loss to Rye while 
Matt Makar (2G), Mason Nocito (2G) and 
Mikey Walsh (2A) led the way in 9-5 win 
over Mahopac.

But Rebels can erase that 
notion with just one win 
– against either John Jay 
(today) or on Saturday by 
solving a Keith Boyer-led 
Yorktown defense in the 
most meaningful regular 
season game in Section 1 
history.

No.3 MAHOPAC – Class 
A Indians (6-6, 6-5) were 
knocked off, 15-6, against 
state-ranked (No.20) 
Northport and will be in 
a battle with Wappingers, 
North Rockland, Scarsdale, 
Suffern and Lakeland/Panas 
for the No.2-3 seeds that 
will avoid Mamaroneck 

until the finals. In the meantime, this 
offense needs to fine-tune some things 
against Arlington, Carmel and Ossining 
this week before the regular-season finale 
against a stingy Wappingers outfit that 
balls out defensively like its coach once 

did #Kuczma. Lady Indians, 
a potential top-3 seed if 
they hold it together, are 
looking solid after beating 
Carmel and Lakeland/Panas 
#QualityWs.

No.4 SOMERS – Class 
B Tuskers (5-6) fell behind 
Yorktown 7-1 but showed 
some serious resiliency in 
the second half; the kind 
that might set themselves up 
for a Final 4 run in a Class B 
field that features Yorktown, 
John Jay and everybody else. 
Brandon LaSpina bagged a 
second-half hat trick while 
recent Lafayette-commit 
Nick Rossi finished with 
two goals and one assist. 
You know what’s even sicker 
than anything: Somers has 
two former All-Americans 
– UPenn senior Gabby and 
Loyola sophomore legend 
Livy Rosenzweig – up for 
the Tewaaraton Award for 
college lacrosse’ top honor. 
Man, no other way to say it: 
the Rosenzweigs are Somers 
royalty.

No.5 HEN HUD – Class 
C  Sailors (6-4) are still in 
mix of Class C contenders, 
though current No.1 
Byram Hills and No.2 Rye 
remain the teams to beat, 
but Connor Gallagher (6 
points) and Bryce Caffrey 
(hat trick) ended a two-
game skid in 13-4 win over 
Lourdes. Braden Ellis added 
two goals for the Sailors, 
who need a quality W before 
jump aboard #TheShip. The 

Lady Sailors do indeed got it 
going on.

HM PUTNAM VALLEY 
– Class D Tigers (8-5, 7-5), 
the current No.8 seed, need 
to find their way to a Final 
4 or bust, or this will be just 
another ho-hum campaign 
since 2010. Junior A Kyle 
Wassil (5G) had his way 
in 15-3 win over Ossining 
and  Lucas Colavecchio 
added five points (3G, 2A), 
but the quality W’s are 
lacking at this point in time.

HM CARMEL – Class 
A Rams (5-4) have posted 
semi-sweet wins over New 
Rochelle and White Plains 
of late, prior to losing to 
Arlington, but could 
you imagine the 
euphoria at the Our 
Lady of the Lakes - 
Council No. 6318 – 
Knights of Columbus 
if Caione’s Rams could 
upset Mahopac this 
Friday night (7 pm)? 
#IDontThinkSo. The 
Lady Rams almost did 
the unthinkable by 
knocking off Mahopac 
and would love a playoff 
rematch.

HM BREWSTER – 
Class B Bears (4-7, 3-7) 
are the current No.10 
seed, had no answer for 
John Jay CR in 14-3 loss. 
Any playoff win at this 
point would be gravy.

HM HALDANE – 
Class D Blue Devils 
(9-2, 8-2), the current No.3 seed, are 
envisioning a scenario where their 
athleticism, which is better than previous 
seasons, secures an opening-round playoff 

win, which would be quite the feather in 
the cap of the program. Would love to see 
a scenario where they have to go through 
Putnam Valley to do so #Rematch 
#MarblesOntheLine

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

When it comes to PUTNAM VALLEY 
lacrosse, no family has had a greater 
impact than the Vandeveerdonk clan; 
three varsity careers spanning 12 years 
since the time Jimmy, Johnny and Joey 
joined the ranks. Living up to Jimmy’s All-
American status would never be easy for 
Johnny and Joey Vandeveerdonk, but they 
never stopped trying to fill those shoes of 
the brother who would eventually set the 
standard at Oneonta State.

Each of the Vandeveerdonk boys have 
been the go-to guy for their particular 
coach; whether it was Brian Kuczma, Tad 
Ignatz or Timmy Weir, but Jimmy’s teams 
were among the finest in PV history. 
Johnny, who played at Georgetown, 
and Joey didn’t have the supporting cast 
Jimmy did, when the Tigers were earning 
the last of back-to-back Section 1 Class C 
titles in 2010. But, to be fair, each “Vandy 

Dude” has led by example as exemplary 
student athletes, and upstarts like recent 
champions Bronxville and Pleasantville 
were in their infancy stages when Jimmy 
was ruling the roost and PV was regularly 
battling Rye for Class C supremacy.  

“They have all been tremendous people 
both on and off the field,” said Weir, now 
in his third year at PV. “Joey is a role 
model for the program. He is so dedicated 
to his team and one of the hardest working 
players that I have ever coached. I know 
his brothers were in the same mold. His 
hard work and attitude will get him places 
in life. It has been an honor to coach Joey 
over the past three years. He is a great 
player and even a better person off the 
field. I'm gonna miss all the daily things 
he brings to the program.”

The trio have meant more to Put Valley 
lax than any other family in the history of 
the program, which dates back to the wee-
2000s when Kuczma, the former Yorktown 
High and Hopkins All-American long 

pole took a start-
up program to 
its first sectional 
championship in 
2004, procuring 
the first team 
title in any 
sport in school 
history. Kuczma 
helped advance 
the careers of 
both Jimmy and 
Johnny – who 
recently played 
internationally for 
the Netherlands 
-- and keeps close 
tabs on Joey, who 
is having a stellar 
senior campaign, 
leading the 8-5 
Tigers in goals 
(36), points (45) 
and faceoffs (66%) 

while being locked off by the 
top opposing pole on every 
team the Tigers face.

“Thinking back to all the 
boys, they are such unique 
players and each brought 
a little something different 
to their respective teams,” 
said Kuczma, one of the top 
defenders in the history of 
U.S Lacrosse. “Jimmy was a 
combination of speed and 
strength at the midfield. 
Johnny was an attackman 
with vision and a relentless 
dodger to the goal. And 
then Joey, who brings 
a combination of both 
brothers. One consistent 
truth about all of them, is 
their competitiveness and 
winning mindset. They have 
each cemented themselves as 
some of the greatest players 
we have had in the Valley.”

It's been a dozen or 
so years since the Tigers 
were without a stately 
Vandeveerdonk brother on the field 
or within the confines of the program. 
It’s safe to say that over that period of 
time, in which the sons of Tom and Sue 
Vandeveerdonk have become PV lax 
royalty, the Vandeveerdonks have meant 
more to the program than most, and a run 
to the Class D Final 4 this May would help 
cement their legacy…

I don’t care what anyone says, 2019 is 
a down year for local teams north of the 
Pleasantville border… Class A’s Lakeland/
Panas and Mahopac and Class B’s Somers 
are down by their high standards. Put 

Valley can’t crack the top tier of Class D. 
Only Class B Yorktown remains among 
the upper crust in the state, but a deep 
run through the state tournament – and 
by deep we mean state finals -- is yet to be 
determined with Garden City, Manhasset, 
et al., lying in wait…
 NWE/Putnam Fab 5 LAX Poll

No.1 YORKTOWN –Class B state-
ranked (No.5) Huskers (7-3 overall, 5-0 
Section 1) saw Alex DeBenedictis blow up 
in 9-5 win over Somers, notching was the 
game's first three goals and an insurance 
marker in the second half. Keegan Doller 
added a pair of pops. Tim O'Callaghan, 

Blake Borges, who is 
getting healthy, and Will 
Embury each scored once 
for a Yorktown team that 
has a monster week ahead, 
including Friday’s 7 p.m. 
Murphy Cup challenge 
against neighboring rival 
Lakeland/Panas. We’ll 
take the Huskers by 4-5 
goals. Lady Huskers are 
looking sweet at 8-2 
with potential for No.1-2 
playoff seed.

No.2 LAKELAND/
PANAS – Class A 
Rebels (4-7, 4-5) proved 
the point of last week’s 
notebook when they 
suffered an 11-6 loss to 
Class C Briarcliff, ranked 
No.9 in NYS, and a 7-3 
loss to Class C Rye: Point 
being, there’s a pinhole of 
separation between every 
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Put Valley Hoping to Send Vandeveerdonk Clan Out with Bang 

Mahopac’s Tim Cegielski and L-P’s TJ Bryan mixed it up at the X 
where Bryan was a force all game in Rebels’ 8-5 win.
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Lakeland-Panas’ Matt Makar watches one of  two goals he would score in 8-5 over Mahopac.
Yorktown D Jenna McPherson clears zone in Huskers’ 15-7 win over 
Somers. continued on next page

Putnam Valley senior M Joey Vandeveerdonk hopes to lead his Tigers to a 
strong 2019 finish.

Lakeland-Panas’ Thomas Nolan rips goal on Mahopac defenders 
Tim Cegielski and G Mike Argila in Rebels’ 8-5 win over Indians.

Somers’ Megan Dineen (2G) takes a run at Yorktown’s Jesse Barer 
(2G) in Tuskers’ 15-7 loss to Huskers. Barer also had a hat trick in 
9-8 win over Farmingdale.

Brewster girls lax team pose with G Danielle Heintz after her 500th career save last Thursday in a 13-7 
win over Pelham.

Carmel’s Julianna Debello is hounded by Mahopac’s Katie 
McDonough in host Rams’ 9-7 loss to Indians last Wednesday.

Mahopac’s Lindsay Neilis cranks shot as Carmel’s Tara Babnik 
defends in Indians’ 9-7 win over host Rams last Wednesday.

Lakeland-Panas’ Mikey Walsh (2A) was making plays in Rebels’ 8-5 win 
over host Mahopac last Thursday.
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It took four Mahopac defenders -- Michael Keterlis and Tim Cegielski among them -- and this nifty save by Indian G Mike Argila to stop Lakeland/Panas junior M Matt Makar (2G) from tickling twine 
on this attempt last Thursday afternoon when the visiting Rebels were tough to stop in the second half  of  an 8-5 win over the rival Indians, which, between the two, have combined for 19 Section 1 
Class A crowns since 1989... see Boys Lax Notebook

Lakeland/Panas Still Fends  
of Mahopac, 8-5

Makar’s Mark, Denied!
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