
By Neal Rentz

The developer of the project formerly 
known as Northeast Interstate Logistics 
is seeking approval from the Southeast 
Planning Board for a scaled-down project 
that is now known as the Commercial 
Campus at Fields Corner, which would be 
located off Route 312.

The project’s draft environmental impact 
statement was discussed during the Dec. 9 
Planning Board meeting.

The original distribution center project of 
roughly 1.1 million square feet on about 328 
acres was sharply criticized by neighboring 
residents at previous Planning Board 
meetings for such concerns as potential 
truck traffic and pollution.

Daniel Richmond, an attorney 

representing the developer, said the project 
has been changed from the original concept 
to address the concerns of the community. 

“We heard the public,” he said.
The new proposal calls for a 17 percent 

reduction in the size of the development, 
and two buildings are now being sought 
rather than the four included in the original 
concept, said Richmond. One building would 
be 630,000 square feet and the other would 
be 300,000 square feet, he said. 

Under the new plan, 85 percent of the 
property will not be developed. The buildings 
would be situated further back from Route 
31 and Tilly Foster Farm than the original 
project, explained Richmond. 

Richard Pearson, a project engineer who 
is senior associate principal for the site 

Staff Reports

After a man plunged through the ice on 
Lake Oscawana early this year, Putnam 
Valley lawmakers have been considering 
enacting a ban that would restrict the use of 
equipment utilized to melt ice. 

During a Dec. 11 Putnam Valley Town 
Board meeting, residents differed on how 
officials should proceed. Some asserted 
that homeowners who use de-icing gear to 
protect their docks are inevitably causing 
harm to anyone who steps onto the frozen 
lake, while others said regulations should be 
set to dictate how the equipment is utilized.  

“This is about life or death, about whether 
someone might be able to continue enjoying 
the wintertime activities on the lake,” said 
resident Art Tagnale during a public hearing 
at last week’s meeting. “These devices are 
pure folly. They’re beyond folly – they’re 
deadly.”

The proposed law, which will be voted on 
at the Dec. 18 Town Board meeting, would 

prohibit the use of any ice retardant device 
or mechanism – de-icer, bubbler or aerator 
– along the shoreline within the entire Lake 
Oscawana water body. Violators would have 
their device confiscated and pay a $1,000 
fine. 

Subsequent offenses would result in a 
doubling of the fine. 

Resident Mark Tompkins said he’s been 
using a de-icer under his dock for 25 years, 
leaving it on for about 16 minutes a day 
during the winter season, asserting that 
his device doesn’t impact the entire lake. 
When the lake freezes over, he said it causes 
considerable damage to his dock that’s 
costly to repair.

While his device is being used to protect 
his dock, Tompkins noted that other 
residents with similar devices are using 
them irresponsibly, suggesting that more 
ice is being melted than what’s necessary. 
He said a law should be passed restricting 
residents from using their devices all day 

Southeast Considers Scaled-
Down Commercial Campus

Putnam Valley to Vote on 
Controversial De-icer Ban
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Volunteers place wreaths at Brewster cemeteries.
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Volunteers from the New York Riders-Putnam County, the Putnam County Composite Squadron 
Civil Air Patrol, Veterans Service Agency and numerous other civic organizations, and individuals, 
participated in the national Wreaths Across America movement on Saturday by placing wreaths 
on the graves of local veterans in area cemeteries. 
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Brewster High School’s field hockey team 
was recognized in a big way at the recent 
Section 1 Awards Night.

Danielle Heintz and Meaghan Feehan 
received the Golden Dozen Award, which is 
given out to the top 12 senior field hockey 
players who have excelled on and off the 
field. Players applying for this award must 
have at least a 3.5 un-weighted grade-point 
average, above average standardized test 
scores, and be contributing players on their 
field hockey team.

Heintz earned All-League, All-Elite, 
All-Section and All-State awards; Feehan 
and Gabrielle Fragliossi each earned an 
All-League award and All-Elite honorable 
mention; Ashley Goodliffe earned an All-
League award; and Nicole Cusanelli, Jennifer 
Russo, Nora Tuohy and Sasha Kulo earned 
All-League honorable mentions. 

In addition, all eight of the team’s seniors 
were selected to attend the All-Star senior 
game. 

“I am proud of this group of athletes for 
their perseverance, teamwork, and all of 
their accomplishments,” said Coach Jennifer 
Hershman. “We beat rivals, had seven shut-
outs, turned away goals from top teams, 
scored whenever we could, and qualified for 
sectionals. Goalie Gabrielle Fragliossi had 
her 275th varsity save this season. 

“The Brewster Bears field hockey 

program is on the road to success thanks to 
players who are devoted to this sport,” she 
continued. The team was a group of friends 

both on and off the field and I hope the 
connections the girls have last a lifetime.”

development consulting firm JMC, told the 
Planning Board the revised project would 
include a “significant reduction in traffic.” 
He added that his client is seeking approval 
from the state Department of Transportation 
for construction of a “T” intersection at 
Route 312.

Richmond said the project would create 
1,000 permanent jobs and 690 construction 
jobs, generate an annual economic impact 
of about $73 million, add no school children 
to the community, and produce significant 
property tax revenues.

Planning Board member David Rush 
asked if the project would include an on-
site cafeteria for employees, because he is 
concerned that employees leaving for lunch 
will create additional traffic. 

Richmond said there was no plan to have 
an employee cafeteria on the site.  

Planning Board Chairman Tom LaPerch 
said more information needs to be provided 
by the developer in the draft environmental 
impact statemet, including land use, before 
the new proposal can move forward.

Town Planner Ashley Ley said once 
the Planning Board accepts the final 
environmental impact statement as 
complete, it may schedule a public hearing 
on the document. 

Southeast 
Considers Scaled-
Down Commercial 
Campus
continued from page 1

Q: Why do people become obese? 
A: Obesity is now recognized as an energy storage 
disease that’s hormonally based. It can develop when 
we eat large quantities of simple carbohydrates that 
break down fast to sugar, such as bread, pasta and 
white rice. In response, your body produces excess 
insulin to keep the right level of glucose in the blood – 
a condition called insulin resistance. 

Excess insulin production is a serious problem because 
insulin prevents fat breakdown, so more food converts 
to fat, promoting fat storage. High insulin also 
reduces the efficiency of the brain hormone, leptin 
that tells your brain you should eat less. In women, 
there’s an extensive, complex interaction between 
the hormonally based reproductive cycles and insulin 
system, so subtle hormonal changes have a greater 
effect on women. 

Q: Are obese women at risk for certain 
health problems? 
A: Absolutely. Most problems revolve around excessive 
production of insulin. Obese women have more 
difficulty conceiving due to problems ovulating, and 
are more likely to have abnormalities during pregnancy, 

such as high blood pressure. Obesity is the number 
one cause of female infertility in the U.S.

Obesity also increases the risk of irregular or painful 
periods, high-birth-weight babies, gestational diabetes, 
and miscarriages. There’s a greater risk of breast cancer, 
especially post-menopause. Sixty percent of cancers of 
the uterine lining are caused by obesity, as are a significant 
number of uterine fibroids. Obese women with cancer 
have a higher rate of mortality and recurrence because 
treatments, typically tested on non-obese people, may 
not be as effective.   

Q: What are the best remedies for obesity? 
A: Weight-loss (bariatric) surgery can work because it 
helps establish a new weight set point , which is the 
weight range your body is genetically programmed for and 
that it tries to maintain. However, you must also eat more 
protein and vegetables – foods that break down more 
slowly. FDA-approved medications help some people lose 
weight. We now know that the best treatment for obesity 
is multi-pronged. Beside surgery, I use medications, 
behavioral therapy, and special exercise machines that 
make it possible for anyone to run. Exercise greatly 
improves insulin resistance. 

400 East Main Street  |  Mount Kisco, NY 10549    
(914) 666-1200  |  www.nwhc.net

Ask the Doctor
Dr. Mitchell S. Roslin
Director, Bariatric Surgery Program
Northern Westchester Hospital

Learn more about 
Dr. Roslin, visit
nwhsurgicalweightloss.org/
DrRoslin

How does Obesity put 
Women’s Health at Risk?
Know the medical conditions – and best treatments…
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BHS senior field hockey players at the All-Star senior game.

Brewster Field Hockey Players Earn Section 1 Awards
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When students learn the facts about what’s 
happening with substance abuse, addiction 
and recovery in their local environment, 
they have a stake in the vitality of it. This 
is what two Mahopac High School educators 
are determined to prove next semester.

In an unprecedented feat, Davia Bugge, 
MHS student assistance counselor, and 
Valarie Nierman, Mahopac Central School 
District health coordinator and high school 
health teacher, have designed a half-credit 
class, “Substance Abuse, Addiction and 
Recovery,” for junior and senior students 
that not only provides an instructive 
immersion in substance abuse awareness, 
prevention and treatment, but also enables 
a viable career path opportunity.

“Our goal is to help students better 
understand the plight of those who have 
seen their lives thrown into chaos as a 
result of drugs and alcohol abuse and then 
offer a practical way for making a possible 
profession in helping with recovery,” said 
Superintendent of Schools Anthony DiCarlo.

This elective debuts in the new year 
offering rigorous coursework focused around 
three core modules: basic knowledge of 
substance abuse disorders, overview of the 
addictions field, and diversity of intervention 
and treatment approaches.

The curriculum will include functional 
partnerships with local and state services, 
such as Arms Acres, Cove Care Center, 
Drug Crisis in Our Backyard, The Harris 
Project, the New York State Department of 
Education and  NYS Department of Health. 

“Twenty-seven students have already 
registered for this elective and will learn 
to view difficult situations from a new 
perspective,” said Nierman. “Students 
may or may not have a personal connection 
to substance abuse and addiction issues. 
Regardless, this course will help them gain 
the knowledge and skills for challenges they 
may face.”

According to the National Institute on Drug 
Abuse, nearly 50 percent of all high school 
seniors nationwide have used some sort of 
illicit drugs in their lifetime. Furthermore, 
60 percent of them had consumed alcohol 

within their last year of school. 
“This is why we included the New York 

State Office of Addiction Services and 
Supports certification component to the 
elective, which will provide each student the 
first level of becoming a certified substance 
abuse counselor,” said Bugge.

Mahopac High School is the first school in 
the state to request and be granted approval as 
an OASAS Education and Training Provider. 
The Credentialed Alcoholism and Substance 
Abuse Counselor is the sole NYS credential 
to require the specialized addiction training 
needed to fully understand and treat the 
intricacies of addiction and at the completion 

of this elective, participants will earn their 
first-tier (85 hours) of certification toward 
the 350 hours required to be credentialed a 
substance abuse counselor. 

The certified substance abuse counselor 
has a wide variety of employment options 
and is in high demand. According to the U.S. 
Bureau of Labor Statistics, substance abuse, 
behavioral disorders and mental health 
counselor employment is projected to grow 
22 percent from 2018 to 2028 – much faster 
than the average for all occupations. 

Falling fourth to California, Pennsylvania 
and Massachusetts, New York has the 
highest employment level in this occupation 

in the nation. Furthermore, the bureau 
reports that the New York-New Jersey-
Pennsylvania metropolitan area has the 
highest employment level in this occupation 
and the highest annual mean wage of 
$56,400.

With just a prerequisite of successfully 
completing a required NYS health education 
class, any Mahopac junior or senior may 
register for this elective that offers the 
potential for a bright career path.  

In learning the reality of substance abuse, 
addiction and recovery together, MHS 
students will likely transform it. And that is 
promising. 

MHS to Offer Course in Addiction with Counselor Certification

DOZENS OF OTHER ITEMS 
ON SALE IN STORE!

HOLIDAY SUPER SALE!

MAGNUMS ON SALE

MONDAY-SATURDAY 9am - 9pm • SUNDAY 12pm  - 5pm •December 17th to December 23rd
 379 Downing Drive • Yorktown Heights, NY • 914-962-3100

Dom Saint Vincent Brut  .........................$10.97                                                                                                                                      
Mionetto Prosecco  ................................$11.97
Korbel Brut  ...........................................$12.97
M & R Asti Spumanti  .............................$12.97
Gloria Ferrer Brut  ..................................$14.97
Chandon California Brut  ........................$16.97
Bichot Cremant De Bourgogne Rose  ......$18.97                                                                                                                                         
Duc De Romet Champagne .....................$26.97
Veuve Clicquot Brut  ...............................$44.97
Veuve Clicquot Rose  ..............................$54.97

SPIRITS ON SALE
Jim Beam Distillers Cut 750ml   .............$19.97
Jack Daniels Fire 750ml  ...................... $26.97 
Buffalo Trace 750ml  .............................$27.97 
Jim Beam 1.75L ................................... $28.97                                                              
Stolichnaya Vodka 1.75L  ..................... $29.97                                                            
Dewars Scotch 1.75L  .......................... $34.97                                                                                                                              
Brooklyn Gin 750ml  ............................. $35.97
Lautrec VSOP Cognac 750ml  ............... $35.97 
Glenmorangie Single Malt 750ml  ........ $39.97                                                                                                                       
Dalwhinnie 15 Yr  ................................. $49.97                                                               
Talisker Scotch 10Yr  ............................ $49.97
Balvenie 12 Yr   .....................................$57.97                                                               
Balvenie Carribean Cask 14 YR  ............ $64.97

SPARKLING ON SALE CORDIALS ON SALE

Josh 
Chardonnay

$9.97
Smirnoff 

Vodka
$18.97

Santa Margherita 
Pinot Grigio
$21.97

 19 
Crimes Red

$7.97
Freefall 
Sangria
$13.97

Kris 
Pinot Grigio

$9.97

1.75L

Carta Vieja Sauvignon Blanc  .................... $7.97                                      
Astica Cabernet  ......................................$9.97                                       
Yellow Tail Pinot Grigio  ..........................$10.97                                       
Barefoot Riesling  ..................................$10.97                                       
CK Mondavi Cabernet  ............................$10.97                                       
Bolla Valpolicella  ..................................$11.97

Caffo Amaretto750ml   ...........................$13.97                                    
Frangelico 750ml  ..................................$26.97                                    
Kahlua 1L  .............................................$26.97                                    
Bailey’s Irish Cream 1L  ..........................$30.97                                    
Sambuca Romana 1L  ............................$34.97                                    
Grand Marnier 1L  ..................................$38.97

Excelsior Cabernet  .................................$6.97                                          
Excelsior Chardonnay  .............................$6.97                                           
Castle Rock Pinot Noir  ............................ $7.97                                           
Bogle Merlot  .......................................... $7.97                                                                                                       
Glen Ellen Chard or Cabernet 1.5L ........... $7.97                                           
Colosi Rosso  .......................................... $7.97                                           
Blackstone Merlot .................................. $7.97                                           
Bogle Chardonnay  .................................. $7.97                                           
Apothic Red Blend  ..................................$8.97                                           
Los Vascos Cabernet  ..............................$8.97                                           
Ninety Plus Sauvignon Blanc  ...................$8.97                                           
Clos Du Bois Chardonnay ........................$9.97                                           
Beringer Cabernet  1.5L ..........................$9.97                                           
Beringer Chardonnay 1.5L  ......................$9.97                                           
Beringer Merlot  1.5L ..............................$9.97                                           
Barefoot Cab or Chardonnay 1.5L ............$9.97                                                                                    
Pinot Project Pinot Noir  ........................$10.97                                           
Guigal Cotes Du Rhone Red  ..................$11.97                                           
Mondavi Bourbon Barrel Cabernet  ........$11.97                                                                                                         
Oyster Bay Sauvignon Blanc  .................$11.97                                           
Kendall Jackson Chardonnay  ................$11.97                                           
Josh Cabernet  ......................................$11.97                                           
Cavit Pinot Grigio 1.5L  ..........................$11.97                                           
J Lohr Cabernet  ....................................$12.97                                    
Kim Crawford Sauvignon Blanc  .............$12.97                                                                                                         
Rodney Strong Cabernet  .......................$13.97                                           
Butter Chardonnay  ...............................$13.97                                           
La Crema Chardonnay  ..........................$14.97                                           
Klinker Brick Zinfandel  .........................$14.97                                           
Antinori Toscana  ..................................$14.97                                           
La Crema Pinot Noir ..............................$15.97                                           
Decoy Red Blend  ..................................$16.97                                                                               
Meiomi Pinot Noir  ................................ $17.97 
Grgich Hills Chardonnay  .......................$29.97                                           
Duckhorn Merlot  ..................................$44.97                                           
Stags Leap Artemis Cabernet  ...............$63.97

Ketel One 
Vodka

$39.97

Casamigos 
Blanco Tequila

$38.971.75L 750 ML

SUPER SATURDAY 
TASTING & JACK DANIELS 

ENGRAVING!

SATURDAY DECEMBER 21ST 12 TO 5 PM: A full line up of wines and 
spirits to choose from. Join us as we welcome Michael from Gasko 
Meyers as he tastes us through six of his favorite products from his 
portfolio. Then we are welcoming the brand ambassador from Compass 
Box Whiskey to pour a line up of a few of their offerings and we cap it all 
off with a Jack Daniels Whiskey tasting and engraving 2 to 5PM. 

Grey Goose 
Vodka

$44.971.75L

Lagavulin 
16 YR

$74.97

“The wines you want before you know you want them.”
W I N E S  &  S P I R I T S

Klinker Brick Brickmason Red $11.97                                                                             
Tintero Langhe Nebbiolo  ......... $11.97                                                                             
Subsoil Horse Hills Cabernet  ..$12.97                                                                             
Zinck Cremant De Alsace  ........$13.97                                                                             
Clos D’audhuy  .........................$17.97

Advertise in 
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Call 864-0878 today!

get 
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The Putnam
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By Holly Crocco

When Putnam County Legislature 
Chairman Joseph Castellano was asked to 
speak at the Dec. 11 naturalization ceremony 
at the Historic Courthouse in Carmel, he 
jumped at the opportunity.

“Without a doubt my favorite day of the 
month, the year, is naturalization day,” said 
Castellano, who works in the Westchester 
County Clerk’s Office by day. “It is always 
thrilling to watch all the new citizens join us 
in the greatest nation on the planet.”

The ceremony welcomed 49 new U.S. 
citizens, as individuals took the oath of 
allegiance to a resounding applause from 
friends and family. They join those of us 
– like Castellano – who are citizens by 
birthright, and those of us – like his parents 
– who worked hard to earn their citizenship.

Both Castellano’s parents were born in 
Italy during World War II. At an early age, 
his father decided he wanted to move to 
America. He emigrated through Argentina, 
where he lived for 12 years before he was 
able to come to White Plains in 1960.

Castellano’s mother’s family came directly 
to Westchester from Italy. 

In the 1960s the two met, “and 51 years 
ago today I was born in White Plains,” he 
said.

Castellano recalled a cherished upbringing.
“We were a multi-cultural family before 

there were multi-cultural families, and it was 
a great childhood,” he said, noting that one 
parent spoke Spanish while the other spoke 

Italian. 
“My father would tell me to be very 

proud of where we came from, to honor and 
remember the traditions of where you came 
from, honor your family’s past and realize 
that this nation will provide incredible 
opportunities for the future – and he would 
tell me not to screw it up. He loved this 
country, he really did.”

Castellano said that looking out at all the 
candidates for citizenship was emotional and 
personal for him.

“On March 10, 1993 in White Plains, my 
parents sat in the same seats you sit in today; 
they became citizens of the United States of 
America, and I am very proud of that,” he 
said. “They came her with little, and they 
made a great life for me and my family.”

The legislator said he is confident all the 
people sitting before him would do the same.

“I thank you for immigrating to this 
nation,” he said. “Please help us make it 
better. It’s a great nation; it’s in good hands.”

Putnam County Clerk Michael Bartolotti 

brought naturalization ceremonies back to 
Putnam County his first year in office.

“I can’t tell you how proud I am to see all 
the candidates here who have gone through 
this long and arduous journey,” he said. 
“I am so honored to stand before a room 
full of candidates a few times a year and 
administer the oath of allegiance as they 
become citizens. In my life it is just the most 
humbling experience I have ever had.”

The Hon. Thomas Zugibe of the Ninth 
Judicial District served as the officiating 
Supreme Court justice for the occasion.

“Many Americans take citizenship for 
granted, and that’s because it came easy for 
many of us,” he said. 

Zugibe is a third-generation American. 
“We didn’t have to pass a test, we didn’t 

have to study the Constitution, we didn’t 
have to demonstrate that we could speak 
English,” he said. “But this is your dream. 
You’ve planed, you worked hard, you 
studied, you earned it… From now on, when 
someone asks you what your nationality is, 
smile and say those wonderful words: ‘I’m 
an American.”

Putnam Welcomes New Citizens at Naturalization Ceremony 

Provided photo

A new U.S. citizen displays her certificate of citizenship, joined by her family and lawmakers at the Dec. 
11 naturalization ceremony at the Historic Courthouse in Carmel. 
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By Holly Crocco

By a unanimous vote “with pleasure,” the 
Carmel Town Board appointed Daniel Miller 
as the new Carmel town justice effective 
Dec. 24.

“It’s really an honor and a privilege to be 
here tonight doing this, Dan, because of your  
background and your skills as an attorney,” 
said Carmel Town Supervisor Kenneth 
Schmitt just before swearing in the new 
judge.

Miller, a Republican, fills the seat left 
vacant by Judge Joseph Spofford who was 
elected County Court judge in the November 
election. It is also a seat that his father, Judge 
Robert Miller, once held.

“With no exaggeration, it was one of the 
best nights of my life,” Daniel Miller said of 
being sworn in. “I feel very humbled to be 
able to do this in a great community, and one 
that I love.”

A longtime resident of Mahopac, Miller 
graduated from Mahopac High School in 
1985, earning the title of valedictorian. He 
went on to the University of North Carolina 
where in 1993 he graduated with a Doctor of 
Jurisprudence. 

Miller was admitted to the New York 
State Bar Association for the Southern and 
Eastern District Courts in 1994. 

In 2009, he opened a private practice 
in Mahopac, specializing in civil litigation, 
criminal matters, landlord-tenant disputes, 
estate planning, business and technology 
transactions and real estate matters. He 

has conducted numerous trials at all court 
levels, including arguments at the Appellate 
Division.

In addition, Miller has coached basketball 
for the Mahopac Sports Association, has 
been a member of the Board of Directors for 
Putnam Family and Community Services, 
and served as a volunteer for Habitat for 
Humanity.

When Spofford announced his intention 
to run for the County Court judge seat that 
was left vacant by the untimely passing of 
the Hon. James Reitz, Miller said he knew 
he was interested in the Carmel Town Court 
seat.

“He was encouraging and super 
supportive,” Miller said of his predecessor. 

Since the town justice position is a part-
time gig, Miller will be maintaining his 
private practice.

“Dan, you have quite a history and quite a 
career as an attorney and now you’re going 
to the next level,” said Schmitt. “I know 
your family is very proud of you… We all 
are, too.”

Miller will serve out the remainder of the 
term left vacant by Spofford, which ends 
next year. He will need to run for election 
next November if he wishes to maintain the 
seat.

SMALL NEWS
IS BIG NEWS

Daniel Miller Appointed Carmel Town Justice

Provided photo

From left are Carmel Town Councilmembers Susie McDonough and Mike Barile, Town Justice Daniel 
Miller, Town Supervisor Ken Schmitt, and Councilmembers John Lupinacci and Jonathon Schneider.
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American Dishes • Greek Dishes

BREAKFAST 
Served ALL DAY 
7-11AM
Excellent Selection of 
Omelets, Waffl es, 
Homemade French 
Toast & Pancakes
Starting at 
$6.99 

Try Our 
Famous 
Seafood 
Dinners!

GOURMET 
SALADS

SENIOR CITIZENS 
DINNER SPECIALS
Includes Soup or 
Salad, Ice Cream, 
Pudding or Jello, 
Coffee or Tea

BROILED 
LOBSTER $29.99
Whole lobster 
with crabmeat 
stuffi ng & 1 stuffed 
clam. Includes soup 
or salad, potato & 
vegetable, dessert, 
coffee or tea

PARTY ROOM 
AVAILABLE FOR 

ANY OCCASION!
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Starting 
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ALL DINNER 
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Includes soup & 
salad, potatoes 
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dessert, 
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Dinners!

$6.99 
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$15.99 
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$18.99 

Starting at 
$7.99 

Special Occasion Cakes Made to Order
Fresh Seafood Specials Served Every Day

All Lunch & Dinner Specials Include Dessert & Coffee

Come & Enjoy Gourmet Style 
Food At Olympic Diner!

NEW!

BREAKFAST
LUNCH 
DINNER

NEW 
COMPLETE 
SEAFOOD  
DINNER 

COMBINATION SPECIALS 
EVERYDAY!

LITE LUNCH 
SPECIALS 
MONDAY 
THRU FRIDAY 
PLUS OUR 
FULL MENU!
Served Daily 
11am--3pm

putnamservicedogs.org

Sat. Jan. 4
Putnam Diner
2600 NY-22, PATTERSON, NY

Sun. Jan. 5
Coach Diner
 340 Downing Dr, YORKTOWN HTS

Sat. Jan. 11
Mill Plain Diner
14 Mill Plain Rd, DANBURY, CT

Sun. Jan. 12
Hudson Hills Cafe & Market
129-131 Main St, COLD SPRINGS, NY

Sat. Jan. 18
Freight House Cafe
609 US 6, MAHOPAC, NY

FREE Informational Lunch
Recruiting for Our February 2020 Class

* or apply online by Jan 25th 
putnamservicedogs.org/puppy-raiser-application

info@putnamservicedogs.org

CHANGE A LIFE
PUTNAM SERVICE DOGS

Raise a carefully selected, mixed breed pup from a 
rescue organization. Help mold it into a service dog.

• ALL NOON-1:30pm •

We’re a 501(c)3 
and Platinum 
Level Guidestar

P.O.Box 573 
Brewster, NY 10509 

917-449-5359

PSD 1c recruit ad Examiner 12.19.indd   1 12/9/19   9:05 AM

Barrington Thomas, 44, of Patterson, was 
killed last week when he was struck by a 
vehicle while walking along Old Route 6 in 
Carmel, according to news reports.

The incident took place at about 7 p.m. 
Monday, Dec. 9 near Spins Bowl, when 
Thomas was struck by a 37-year-old 
Stormville man driving a Hyundai Elantra. 
He was transported to Putnam Hospital 
Center, then transferred to Westchester 
Medical Center due to the severity of his 

injuries.
Thomas was pronounced dead at about 

2:20 a.m. Tuesday, Dec. 10, said Carmel 
police.

The operator of the vehicle was reportedly 
tested at the scene and displayed no signs of 
alcohol or drug impairment.

Carmel police, Putnam County sheriff’s 
deputies, EMstar paramedics, Carmel 
ambulance and Carmel firefighters all 
responded to the scene.

Pedestrian Hit and Killed in Carmel



December 17 - December 23, 2019 The Putnam Examiner6

By Holly Crocco 

Pet Valu, a specialty retailer of premium 
pet food, treats, toys and accessories, 
recently celebrated its one year of business 
in Mahopac.

“We just had our first birthday,” said 
Store Manager Tara Cucinella earlier this 
month.

Pet Valu is known for its signature pet 
products and services, such as its $10 self-
serve dog wash stations, where customers 
are provided with all the amenities needed 
to wash their pups in-store, and don’t have 
to work about cleaning up.

Also popular are its lines of toys, 
gourmet treats, fashionable accessories, 
cozy furnishings and everyday pet supplies.  
Brands carried in-store include Blue 
Buffalo, Royal Canin and Fussie Cat.   

Cucinella explained that Pet Valu took 
advantage of the renovated Lake Plaza 
Shopping Center, which is anchored by a 
new Stop & Shop, to bring a second Pet 
Valu location to Putnam. The Mahopac site 
opened shortly after Patterson Pet Valu 
opened its doors, and a Chappaqua store 
opened shortly thereafter.

“It’s been good,” she said of business. 
“Customers are definitely coming in. They 

are drawn to the dog baths.”
Another popular attraction are the cats 

that are available at the store for adoption 
from a rescue center. Rescue dogs are 
featured during adoption events, which 
Mahopac Pet Valu hosts about once a month, 
when Happy Life Animal Shelter visits with 
available dogs and puppies.

Cucinella noted that none of the cats or 
dogs comes from a puppy mill. “All these 
pets were rescued,” she said. As an animal 
lover, Cucinella said that’s an important 
distinction.

“I’ve always had dogs and cats,” she said. 
“We also have snakes at home.”

Cucinella comes to Mahopac Pet Valu 
after spending 13 years as manager of 
Edible Arrangements in Carmel, which 
closed its doors last year.

She noted that while Pet Valu was started 
in Canada and eventually made its way to 
the states, many of the products in the store 
were made in the U.S.A. 

Looking forward, Cucinella said the store 
is looking to add live plants and catnip to 
its inventory, for which it has to get special 
certification.    

Mahopac Pet Valu is located at 987 Route 6. 
For more information, visit https://us.petvalu.
com/location/5618 or call 845-260-7882. 

Holly Crocco photo

From left are Mahopac Pet Valu Store Manager Tara Cucinella and her daughter, Matty Cucinella, who 
as volunteering at a recent pet adoption event, and Bethel Pet Valu Store Manager Taylor Bleakley, 
who stopped by to show her support.

Pet Valu
Mahopac

Business 

of the Week

Retailer Celebrates First Anniversary

To RSVP, or for more information, please call 877-287-3715  
or visit www.TurnToArtis.com/Examiner

Join us  
for a  

Complimentary  
Lunch &  
Program

On a scale of 0-100 is your stress level 150? Caregiving for a loved one who has dementia 
is no vacation ... but you can choose to cruise more smoothly through the process. This 
presentation will help family caregivers identify some of the major stressors involved in 
caregiving. Attendees will leave this presentation with strategies on how to minimize, 
manage and the prevent stress of dementia caregiving by following the CRUISE methods 
based on the book Cruising Through Caregiving: Reducing The Stress of Caring For Your 
Loved One. 
Please RSVP by Monday, January 13th

Being held at:  
Doral Arrowwood Resort
975 Anderson Hill Road
Rye Brook, NY 10573

Thursday, January 16th

11:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Registration & Lunch
12:00 - 2:00 p.m. Presentation

The Artis Way of exceptionally 
personalized and respectful 
Memory Care is coming to 
Briarcliff Manor in 2020 in a 

brand-new, custom-designed 
community that honors and 

supports each resident as the 
unique individual they are.

Presented by Jennifer FitzPatrick, MSW, LCSW-C, CSP

CRUISE Through Caregiving: How to Reduce the  
Stress of Caring for a Loved One Who Has Dementia

WELCOME CENTER: 520 North State Road, Suite 101, Briarcliff Manor, NY 10510
COMMUNITY LOCATION: 553 North State Road, Briarcliff Manor, NY 10510 

Check out our other nearby community in Chestnut Ridge.
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1-888-FIDELIS • fideliscare.org
(1-888-343-3547) TTY: 711

Now’s the Time

Enrollment Timeframes:
(for those who are eligible)

November 1, 2019 - January 31, 2020 
For individual coverage 

in Qualified Health Plans (QHP)

All Year Long
In New York State-sponsored Child Health Plus,  

Essential Plan, and Medicaid programs

to Choose or Renew Your Coverage Through 
the NY State of Health Marketplace!

To learn more about applying for health insurance, including  
Medicaid, Child Health Plus, Essential Plan, and Qualified Health Plans 
through NY State of Health, The Official Health Plan Marketplace, visit 
www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov or call 1-855-355-5777.

Local, personalized service from your  
Fidelis Care team.

Talk with your Fidelis Care  
Representative today!

Fidelis Care’s Qualified Health Plans (QHPs) offer  
some of the lowest monthly premiums available!

New in 2020 for Fidelis Care QHPs:
Dental and vision coverage options

Telemedicine doctor visits with $0 copay
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Barbara DiDomizio
Barbara DiDomizio, 81, of Mahopac, died 

peacefully Dec. 6 surrounded by her loving 
family.

Barbara was born Aug. 13, 1938, in Mt. 
Vernon to the late Vincent and Mary (Knob) 
Azzinaro. She married the love of her life, 
Natale DiDomizio, and they were blessed 
with five children.

Barbara worked as a homemaker and never 
tired of taking care of her family. She loved 
to bake cookies almost as much as everyone 
loved to eat them. Her grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren brought her joy and 
pride.  

Barbara is survived by her husband, 
Natale, and her children Dom DiDomizio and 
daughter-in-law Lisa, Barbara Occhiogrosso 
and son-in-law Anthony, and Natalie Cervera 
and son-in-law Jeff. She also leaves behind 10 
grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.  

She is survived by her brother Vinny 
Azzinaro, her son-in-law Joseph Paglia, 
daughter-in-law Arlene DiDomizio, brother-
in-law Ronnie Bryant, and sister-in-law 
Janet Azzinaro. 

Barbara is predeceased by two children, 
Tina Paglia and Michael DiDomizio; as well 
as two siblings, Danny Azzinaro and Margie 
Bryant.

A visitation was held Dec. 10 at Cargain 
Funeral Homes, Inc., in Mahopac. A Mass of 
Christian Burial followed at St. Columbanus 
Roman Catholic Church in Cortlandt Manor. 
Entombment was at Hillside Cemetery 
Mausoleum in Cortlandt Manor.

Rose Marie Kester (Arra)
Rose Marie was born Sept. 25, 1914 in 

Chicago, Ill. Her parents were Maria Ficano 
Arra and Michael Arra, and she had two 
brothers and three sisters.  

Rose Marie was a longtime resident of 
Brewster, before retiring to South Pasadena, 
Fla. She and her husband, Andrew, were 
the proprietors of the Patio Inn Restaurant 
on Route 22 in Brewster for many years 
and were active members of the Brewster 
Chamber of Commerce, Rotary and Lions 
Club. 

She is pre-deceased by her husband 
Andrew, son Michael, and granddaughter 
Suzanne. She is survived by many, including 
her daughter Joyce Durkin (William) of New 
Fairfield, Conn., with whom she has resided 
for the past 23 years. Rose Marie is also 
survived by her three granddaughters, Dawn 
Cleary (TJ), Rosebeth Holliday (Colin) and 
Andrea Milano (Christopher). 

She adored and enjoyed the company of 
her great-grandchildren: TJ Cleary, Adam 
Cleary (Miranda), Storm Tentler (Wayne), 
Paris Knibbe (Colton), Tom Holliday and 
Jaden Milano. Rose is also survived by 
several great-great grandchildren: Hudson, 
Harper, Briggs, Griffin and Bennett.  

Visitation took place Dec. 14 at Beecher 
Funeral Home in Brewster, with a Mass of 
Christian burial celebrated the same day at 
St. Lawrence O’Toole Church in Brewster. 
Interment followed at Milltown Rural 
Cemetery in Brewster.
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 We invite readers to share their 
thoughts by sending letters to the 
editor.  Please limit comments to 
250 words. We will do our best to 
print all letters, but are limited 
by space constraints. Letters are 
subject to editing and may be 
withheld from publication on the 
discretion of the editor. Please 
refrain from personal attacks. 
Email letters to Editor-in-Chief 
hcrocco@theexaminernews.com.
The Putnam Examiner requires all 
letter writers provide their name, 
address and contact information.

Letters Policy

Obituaries

Police Blotter

In the article titled “A Less Congested, 
More Scenic Downtown Mahopac?” in 
last week’s issue, it was erroneously 
reported that the drive-thru to Tompkins 
Mahopac Bank would be sealed off and 
closed as part of the Swan Cove project. 
The drive-thru will remain open. The 
Putnam Examiner regrets the error.

Correction

SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF 
NEW YORK COUNTY OF PUTNAM

The Bank of New York Mellon FKA The Bank 
of New York, as Trustee (CWALT 2007-4CB) 
Plaintiff,- against - David Rivera, Pedro Veras 
if living and if any be dead, any and all per-
sons who are spouses, widows, grantees, mort-
gagees, lienor, heirs, devisees, distributees, or 
successors in interest of such of the above as 
may be dead, and their spouses, heirs, devi-
sees, distributees and successors in interest, 
all of whom and whose names and places of 
residences are unknown to Plaintiff , Bank of 
America, N.A., United States of America-In-
ternal Revenue Service, New York State De-
partment of Taxation and Finance, Georgine 
Bagnato,, 
Defendants.

Index No. 500974/2019 • Filed: 11/19/2019
SUPPLEMENTAL SUMMONS
Plaintiff designates Putnam County as the 
place of trial. Venue is based upon the County 
in which the Mortgage premises is situated.
TO THE ABOVE NAMED DEFENDANT(S): 
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to answer 
the Complaint in this action and to serve a 
copy of your Answer or, if the Complaint is not 
served with this Summons, to serve a Notice 
of Appearance on the attorneys for the plain-
tiff within twenty (20) days after service of this 
Summons, exclusive of the day of service (or 
within thirty (30) days after service is complete 
if this Summons is not personally delivered to 
you within the State of New York).  In case of 
your failure to appear or answer, judgment will 
be taken against you by default for the relief 
demanded in the Complaint.

NOTICE OF NATURE OF ACTION AND 
RELIEF SOUGHT

THE OBJECT of the above captioned action is 
to foreclose a Mortgage to secure $304,000.00 
and interest, recorded in the Office of the Clerk 
of the County of PUTNAM on January 02, 
2007, in Book 5004, Page 0105, covering prem-
ises known as 13 Sylvan Road,  Lake Peekskill, 
NY 10537.

The relief sought in the within action is a fi-
nal judgment directing the sale of the premises  
described above to satisfy the debt secured by 
the Mortgage described above.

NOTICE YOU ARE IN DANGER OF LOS-
ING YOUR HOME If you do not respond 
to this Summons and Complaint by serving 
a copy of the answer on the attorney for the 
Mortgage company who filed this foreclosure 
proceeding against you and filing the answer 
with the court, a default judgment may be en-
tered and you can lose your home. 
Speak to an attorney or go to the court where 
your case is pending for further information 
on how to answer the Summons and protect 
your property. Sending a payment to your 
Mortgage company will not stop this foreclo-
sure action.
YOU MUST RESPOND BY SERVING A 
COPY OF THE ANSWER ON THE ATTOR-
NEY FOR THE PLAINTIFF (MORTGAGE 
COMPANY) AND FILING THE ANSWER 
WITH THE COURT. 

Dated: Bayshore, New York, November 15, 
2019 By: Linda P. Manfredi, Esq.
Frenkel, Lambert, Weiss, Weisman &  
Gordon, LLP
Attorneys for Plaintiff
53 Gibson Street
Bay Shore, New York 11706
(631) 969-3100
Our File No.:01-041245-F00

Dec. 6: Thomas King, 26, of Waterbury, 
Conn., was arrested by NYSP from 
Brewster and charged with third-degree 
criminal possession of a controlled 
substance and third-degree criminal 
possession of a controlled substance with 
intent to sell, felonies, after the car he 
was riding in was stopped on Interstate 
684 and a search of the vehicle reportedly 
led to the discovery of about 95 decks of 
heroine that belonged to him. King was 
arraigned before Judge Anthony Mole in 
Patterson Town Court and remanded to 
the Putnam County Correctional Facility 
in lieu of $1,500 cash bail or $3,000 bond, 
with a future court date.

Dec. 7: Herber Gonzalez Salazar, 36, of 

Brewster, was charged with driving while 
intoxicated after being stopped on North 
Main Street in the Village.

Dec. 8: Joseph Dilascio, 21, of 
Brookfield, Conn., was charged with 
DWI after being stopped on Route 6 in 
Southeast.

Dec. 8: Arielle Kaufman, 30 of Carmel, 
was charged with DWI after being stopped 
on Route 9 in Peekskill. 

Dec. 8: Jhon Penaherrera, 19, of 
Danbury, was charged with DWI after 
being stopped on Route 6 in Southeast. 

Dec. 8: Sergio Castro Torres, 45, of 
Danbury, was charged with DWI after 
being stopped on North Salem Road in 
Southeast. 
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Orange County Transit, LLC
Happy Holidays!

HIRING: School Bus Drivers!
Train to be a Bus Driver with Us and Start a New Career!

We Offer Sign on Bonus with Full CDL
*No Transportation, No Worries, May Offer Shuttle Service for Newburgh Area Resident*

Full Time & Part Time Positions, Plus Flexible Schedules
• AM only Shifts • PM only Shifts

• Class Trip Drivers • Afternoon Sport’s Trip Drivers

    *Paid CDL Permit Training Program*
Earn While You Learn

Call Now to Start Your Career with Us: 
845-244-8660

Great Starting Hourly Rate.  Call for Details…
You have the option to work as a Bus Monitor and get paid training until licensed!

We have opportunities in Wallkill, Montgomery, Maybrook, Putnam Valley, and Valley Central.
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A Putnam woman has won the prestigious 
AARP Purpose Prize for her work leading 
Latino U College Access, which helps first-
generation-to-college Latino students enroll 
in and graduate from college

Shirley Acevedo Buontempo, 56, of 
Mahopac, was honored Nov. 12 at the AARP 
Purpose Prize National Gala in Washington, 
D.C., where she was presented with $60,000 
from AARP to help further her organization’s 
mission. She is one of five seniors across the 
country to receive the award.

Inspired after working in local nonprofit 
organizations and helping her own children 
apply to college, Buontempo said she saw 
a need for bilingual support to resource-
challenged, Spanish-speaking families and 
students in making their dreams of a college 
education a reality.  

The AARP Purpose Prize is the only 
national award that celebrates people age 50 
and older who are using their life experience 
to create social change. 

“AARP Purpose Prize winners and fellows 
have spent decades accumulating a wealth 
of knowledge that only life experience can 
bring,” said AARP CEO Jo Ann Jenkins. 
“Armed with this wisdom, they tackle some 
of the greatest societal challenges of our 
time and are making a difference in their 
communities and further afield. We are 
proud to highlight their work with the AARP 
Purpose Prize award and to celebrate a new 

story of aging – one full of meaningful impact 
and limitless possibilities.”

Mahopac Woman Earns 
AARP Award

Shirley Acevedo Buontempo

JEFFERSON 
VALLEY MALL

Jefferson Valley Mall | Lower level, near Key Bank | 914.245.8111 | SterlingOptical.com
Doctor available 7 days a week! | Most insurance plans accepted | Se habla español

Extra 20% off on Flex Spending Purchases^ | Gift Cards 20% off
*Frames from a select group. 25% off lens upgrades. †With purchase of complete pair of eyeglasses or an annual supply of contact lenses. Contact lens exam additional. **On purchase of complete pair of prescription eyeglasses. ‡Offer for new DAILIES® wearers only. With purchase of (8) 90 packs of DAILIES® AquaComfort PLUS® contact lenses. $200 
rebate will be sent in the form of a prepaid Visa® card to the address provided on the rebate form. Visit DAILIESCHOICE.com for full terms and conditions. ^Good on purchase of frames and lenses paid for with Flex Spending Account funds. Valid at Yorktown Heights location only. Cannot be combined with insurance or other offers. Other restrictions may 
apply. See store for details. Limited time offers.

40%
COMPLETE
PAIR

OFF**

SINGLE-VISION
2 PAIRS FOR

$49*

PROGRESSIVES
2 PAIRS FOR

$89*

$299‡

DAILIES® 
AQUACOMFORT PLUS® 
CONTACTS

INCLUDES EYE EXAM &
1-YEAR SUPPLY

$49†

EYE
EXAM

long. 
“There’s a few people who have used 

them that didn’t know how to use them,” he 
said. “I think a law should be passed in favor 
of regulating the use of the melters.” 

John Powers, who put a bubbler in place 
for the first time last year to protect his 
dock, agreed the town should regulate how 
de-icers are used and provide guidelines 
specifying how to use the device properly, 
explaining that he sought the advice of 
neighbors and contractors prior to use to 
ensure it was being operated safely. 

While some agreed, others questioned 
how the town could properly regulate every 
homeowner who uses this equipment. 

“Who’s to regulate if you’re doing it 
wrong?” questioned Eric Klein. “Someone 
almost died. We’re going to risk losing a life 
on this lake because of a dock.”  

Some residents also speculated what 
truly caused the ice to break when Brendan 
Foran fell through it Jan. 24. Some believe 
the cause was a high temperature that day, 
or global warming, while Foran and his 

supporters blame de-icers weakening the 
frozen lake. 

Foran had been riding an ATV across the 
lake when the ice gave way and the vehicle 
fell into the freezing water. Foran had been 
in the water for about 10 minutes, clinging 
to a rock, before first responders pulled him 
out. 

“I made it out because I was heavier 
in weight,” said Foran. “If a kid chases a 
hockey puck, he’s not going to make it. Just 
ban aerators altogether.”  

Following the roughly 90-minute public 
hearing, Town Supervisor Sam Oliverio 
acknowledged the board has a tough 
decision to make moving forward. 

“We see that there is division,” he said. 
“We don’t want to foster that division, but 
we also want to be fair and do the right and 
just thing.” 

Town officials will reconvene at Town 
Hall on Wednesday, Dec. 18 at 6 p.m., where 
they are scheduled to vote on the proposed 
law. The public hearing will remain open 
until then for residents who want to submit 
written comment. 

Putnam Valley to Vote on 
Controversial De-icer Ban
continued from page 1
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As a homeowner, that magic 
time between Thanksgiving 
and New Year’s Day is my 
favorite time of year, each and 
every year. 

Others may prefer spring 
when the garden is awakening 
and we may spend most of 
our time outside, or mid- or 
late summer when the flower 
and vegetable gardens are in 
full bloom, or perhaps the fall 
when the rich colors of nature 
can take our breath away.

But for me, I’m most grateful 
for my home and the pleasures 
it affords in the dead of winter. 
That is the time when, finally, 
that stubborn grout weed that 
plagued my former property of 
some 40 years is in remission 
for the season, the leaves have been raked 
and composted, and my time suddenly 
expands exponentially for other duties 
inside the house.

Those duties could include anything as 
big as finally summoning help to refinish 
that horrible guest room floor that has 
been hidden by a rug for decades, or tiny 
chores like gluing on the knob to that 
antique chest that fell off 10 or 12 years 
ago, or disguising all those furniture 
scratches with Old English Scratch Cover. 

When my wife and I had an antiques 
shop as a part-time avocation, Old English 
was the single-most important defense 
mechanism in our bag of tricks – short 

of refinishing – to make our 
furniture inventory look twice 
as good as when we bought it 
at auction.

The holiday season is also 
the time when our homes 
never looked cleaner or better 
with decorations, ready to 
receive guests.  

As with every Christmas, 
my wife, Margaret, and I 
put up and decorate a tree, 
centered in front of a gorgeous 
Palladian-style window on 
the fifth floor of our building 
where passersby can see it – 
like a beacon that we’re there, 
welcoming in the holiday 
season.

For some years, I have 
written about my journey as 

the owner of an antique house planning 
to sell my home and all the preparations 
that went into it. It gave me a lot of 
material to write about. Now, I enjoy the 
maintenance-free habitat of Trump Park 
Residences, where all I have to do is 
enjoy our beautiful surroundings and have 
someone else do the grunt work outside. 
(And they do it so beautifully!)

The nicest thing I enjoy about my 
current living arrangement is being 
able to stay within the same community 
where, basically, I grew up (grew old, 
actually) – and having friends I’ve known 
for decades.

Especially this season, which becomes 

more precious as I get older, I’m looking 
forward to using my extra holiday time to 
toast in the new year, once again singing 
“Auld Lang Syne” and trying to remember 
what the heck those words mean. It’s 
much like trying to remember where 
I’ve placed the remote control for the 
building’s garage door opener. 

Bill Primavera is a realtor associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc., the longest-running public relations 
agency in Westchester (www.PrimaveraPR.
com), specializing in lifestyles, real estate 
and development. To engage the services 
of Primavera and his team to market your 
home for sale, call 914-522-2076.

Why the Holidays Can Be the Best Time to Be a Homeowner

HOLIDAY SPECIALS & SCHEDULE

December is Cold and Dank
Call Sclafani

We’ll “Top” Off Your Tank!
Generators, Complete High Effi ciency 

Heating & Cooling Systems & more! 
Licensed, insured and bonded! Quality guaranteed!

845 628-1330
sclafanienergy.com

Gift 
Certifi cates 

Available

205 Spring Hill Road, Trumbull, CT 06611 • 203.261.2548
www.trumbullprinting.com

Newspapers • Publications • Shoppers • Catalogs • Magazines
Directories • Coupon Books • College Course Catalogs

Business and Financial Periodicals
Free Standing Inserts • Advertising Supplements

Visit 
TheExaminerNews.com 

and click on Puzzles  
at the top of the  

homepage to play  
today's crossword!
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Merry
CHRISTMAS

and

ALL FUEL CO.
The Shelley Family
Home Heating Fuel
1606 Rte 22, Brewster
• Burner Sales, Service 
  & Installation
• Tank Removal & Installation
• Propane Available for 
  Cooking  & Heating

845-278-7312

Happy Holiday 
& A Happy 
New Year!

Brewster 
Shipp ing C

enter
“One Call Ships it ALL”

12 Main Street, 

Brewster, NY 10509

845-279-6633

Brewster 
Shipp ing C

enter
“One Call Ships it ALL”

12 Main Street, 

Brewster, NY 10509

845-279-6633

Let Us Pack and Ship 

Your Holiday Gifts

www.brewstershipping.com

50% 
OFF

EVERY 
CARD, BAG, 

& BOW EVERYDAY!

A Wonderland of Gifts!

2 Clark Place, Mahopac 
845-628-0300

We Carry 
Madeline 

Chocolates

$4 OFF 
$20 

Purchase

With this coupon. 
Not valid with cards

and sale items. 
Exp. 1/15/20

We Carry Toys, Local Artisan Gifts, 
Balloons, Candles, Jewelry, 

Picture Frames, 
Shawls, Gloves, Scarfs & Soaps Happy

HANUKKAH

(914) 737-2000
2 N. WATER ST. PEEKSKILL, NY . WWW.DAINSLUMBER.COM

Bathtubs • Sewers •Toilets 
Basements •Sinks • Pools 

Storm Drains • Outside Drains

TV Sewer & Pipeline
Inspection Camera 

3” to 12” Lines
High Pressure Sewer Jet
 Pressure Cleans Pipes

3” to 16” in Diameter
(2000 & 3000 PSI)

1-800-479-7625

www.electricsnakeanddrainny.com

SINCE 1975

Servicing Putnam and 
Westchester County, New York, 

as well as Litchfi eld and Fairfi eld 
Connecticut since 1975.

Over 40 years experience with 
RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL 

and INDUSTRIAL service.
Happy 

Holidays to
all our Friends! 

PLUMBING • HEATING • WATER TREATMENT
845-278-0300 • fossatiplumbing.com

Let Fossati fix your potty

A Full-service, Family-owned and Operated, Licensed and Insured Plumbing Company.

Serving Putnam, Dutchess & Westchester Counties

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIALHappy Holidays 
to all our friends!

Happy 
Holidays

Wishing you and yours the very best  of the Holiday Season

Balsamo-Cordovano Funeral Home
15 Church Street

Carmel , NY

(845) BAL-2144
Jonathan W. Garcia     Lic. Manager

B a l s a m o  F a m i l y  o f
F u n e r a l  H o m e s

Our Family Facilities

Balsamo Funeral Home Harrison Funeral Home

(914) 835-0284
John R. Balsamo

Lic. Director
(Harrison,NY)

(718) 597-8380
Joseph J. Balsamo

Lic. Director
(Bronx,NY)

With Trust,
The Balsamo Family & 

Jonathan W. Garcia
www.BalsamoCordovanoFuneralHome.com

MERRY 
CHRISTMAS

&
HAPPY 

HANUKKAH

SERVICE AT ITS BEST
Family owned and operated since 1964

287 Route 6, Mahopac, NY 10541
www.caAutoService.com

845-628-0808 • 845.628.8472
Authorized Dealer

Sending Best Wishes to all our 
Customers for a Very 

Happy Holiday Season !

Mike & Joe’s 
Wood Fire Pizza & Restaurant
961 Route 6 • Mahopac, NY 10541

845-628-5100

Voted the Best Pizza in Putnam County

Wishing You and Yours a 
Very Happy and Healthy Holiday !Very Happy and Healthy Holiday !

Season’s 
Greetings!

Quality. Taste. Freshness

80 Route 6 
Baldwin Place (Somers), NY 10505

Across from Stop & Shop
914-628-4165

SomersHotBagels@aol.com

Happy Holidays to All!

Christmas Day &
New Years Day 
Open All Day

Breakfast Specials - starting at $5.95
Lunch Specials - starting at $7.95

Dinner Specials - starting at $14.95
(complete Dinner)

**All pies baked in non 
disposable pie pans require 
a $5.00 refundable deposit**

Plain Cheesecake $45
Chocolate Cheesecake $50
Strawberry Cheesecake $50
Strawberry Shortcake $37
Carrot Cake $35
Chocolate Fudge Cake $35
Layer Cake $35
Chocolate Mouse Cake $37

Pumpkin Pie $20
Coconut Custard Pie $20
Apple Pie **$24
Cherry or Blueberry Pie **$24
Lemon Meringue Pie **$23

Open Monday-Thursday, Sunday 6am-Midnight
Friday & Saturday 6am-1am

Please call us for your Holiday Parties or
Transportation Needs

Happy Holidays!155 Union Valley Road : Mahopac : NY 10541
914.962.3778  : Fax 845.621.3743

www.stardustlimo.com
info@stardustlimo.com

Serving the area for over 25 years.  Prompt, courteous drivers attend to your every need in
meticulously detailed cars.

Featuring : Lincoln Town Car sedans, 6-14 passenger stretches and super stretches, Rolls
Royce and Hybrid sedans

Services:
Local engagements
Holiday parties
City tours (Rockefeller Center : Radio City Christmas Spectacular)
Proms
Weddings
Winery tours
Night on the Town
Airports
Sporting events
Business engagements

Please call Stardust for all of your transportation needs J

914.962.3778 
www.facebook.com/stardustlimo.ny 

www.stardustlimo.com • info@stardustlimo.com

Serving the 

area for over 

30 years
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Merry
CHRISTMAS

and

ALL FUEL CO.
The Shelley Family
Home Heating Fuel
1606 Rte 22, Brewster
• Burner Sales, Service 
  & Installation
• Tank Removal & Installation
• Propane Available for 
  Cooking  & Heating

845-278-7312

Happy Holiday 
& A Happy 
New Year!

Brewster 
Shipp ing C

enter
“One Call Ships it ALL”

12 Main Street, 

Brewster, NY 10509

845-279-6633

Brewster 
Shipp ing C

enter
“One Call Ships it ALL”

12 Main Street, 

Brewster, NY 10509

845-279-6633

Let Us Pack and Ship 

Your Holiday Gifts

www.brewstershipping.com

50% 
OFF

EVERY 
CARD, BAG, 

& BOW EVERYDAY!

A Wonderland of Gifts!

2 Clark Place, Mahopac 
845-628-0300

We Carry 
Madeline 

Chocolates

$4 OFF 
$20 

Purchase

With this coupon. 
Not valid with cards

and sale items. 
Exp. 1/15/20

We Carry Toys, Local Artisan Gifts, 
Balloons, Candles, Jewelry, 

Picture Frames, 
Shawls, Gloves, Scarfs & Soaps Happy

HANUKKAH

(914) 737-2000
2 N. WATER ST. PEEKSKILL, NY . WWW.DAINSLUMBER.COM

Bathtubs • Sewers •Toilets 
Basements •Sinks • Pools 

Storm Drains • Outside Drains

TV Sewer & Pipeline
Inspection Camera 

3” to 12” Lines
High Pressure Sewer Jet
 Pressure Cleans Pipes

3” to 16” in Diameter
(2000 & 3000 PSI)

1-800-479-7625

www.electricsnakeanddrainny.com

SINCE 1975

Servicing Putnam and 
Westchester County, New York, 

as well as Litchfi eld and Fairfi eld 
Connecticut since 1975.

Over 40 years experience with 
RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL 

and INDUSTRIAL service.
Happy 

Holidays to
all our Friends! 

PLUMBING • HEATING • WATER TREATMENT
845-278-0300 • fossatiplumbing.com

Let Fossati fix your potty

A Full-service, Family-owned and Operated, Licensed and Insured Plumbing Company.

Serving Putnam, Dutchess & Westchester Counties

COMMERCIAL RESIDENTIALHappy Holidays 
to all our friends!

Happy 
Holidays

Wishing you and yours the very best  of the Holiday Season

Balsamo-Cordovano Funeral Home
15 Church Street

Carmel , NY

(845) BAL-2144
Jonathan W. Garcia     Lic. Manager

B a l s a m o  F a m i l y  o f
F u n e r a l  H o m e s

Our Family Facilities

Balsamo Funeral Home Harrison Funeral Home

(914) 835-0284
John R. Balsamo

Lic. Director
(Harrison,NY)

(718) 597-8380
Joseph J. Balsamo

Lic. Director
(Bronx,NY)

With Trust,
The Balsamo Family & 

Jonathan W. Garcia
www.BalsamoCordovanoFuneralHome.com

MERRY 
CHRISTMAS

&
HAPPY 

HANUKKAH

SERVICE AT ITS BEST
Family owned and operated since 1964

287 Route 6, Mahopac, NY 10541
www.caAutoService.com

845-628-0808 • 845.628.8472
Authorized Dealer

Sending Best Wishes to all our 
Customers for a Very 

Happy Holiday Season !

Mike & Joe’s 
Wood Fire Pizza & Restaurant
961 Route 6 • Mahopac, NY 10541

845-628-5100

Voted the Best Pizza in Putnam County

Wishing You and Yours a 
Very Happy and Healthy Holiday !Very Happy and Healthy Holiday !

Season’s 
Greetings!

Quality. Taste. Freshness

80 Route 6 
Baldwin Place (Somers), NY 10505

Across from Stop & Shop
914-628-4165

SomersHotBagels@aol.com

Happy Holidays to All!

Christmas Day &
New Years Day 
Open All Day

Breakfast Specials - starting at $5.95
Lunch Specials - starting at $7.95

Dinner Specials - starting at $14.95
(complete Dinner)

**All pies baked in non 
disposable pie pans require 
a $5.00 refundable deposit**

Plain Cheesecake $45
Chocolate Cheesecake $50
Strawberry Cheesecake $50
Strawberry Shortcake $37
Carrot Cake $35
Chocolate Fudge Cake $35
Layer Cake $35
Chocolate Mouse Cake $37

Pumpkin Pie $20
Coconut Custard Pie $20
Apple Pie **$24
Cherry or Blueberry Pie **$24
Lemon Meringue Pie **$23

Open Monday-Thursday, Sunday 6am-Midnight
Friday & Saturday 6am-1am

Please call us for your Holiday Parties or
Transportation Needs

Happy Holidays!155 Union Valley Road : Mahopac : NY 10541
914.962.3778  : Fax 845.621.3743

www.stardustlimo.com
info@stardustlimo.com

Serving the area for over 25 years.  Prompt, courteous drivers attend to your every need in
meticulously detailed cars.

Featuring : Lincoln Town Car sedans, 6-14 passenger stretches and super stretches, Rolls
Royce and Hybrid sedans

Services:
Local engagements
Holiday parties
City tours (Rockefeller Center : Radio City Christmas Spectacular)
Proms
Weddings
Winery tours
Night on the Town
Airports
Sporting events
Business engagements

Please call Stardust for all of your transportation needs J

914.962.3778 
www.facebook.com/stardustlimo.ny 

www.stardustlimo.com • info@stardustlimo.com

Serving the 

area for over 

30 years
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Providing 20 years of Excellence in Italian Desserts

937 South Lake Blvd., Mahopac

GINGERBREAD 
HOUSES

CANNOLICHIP & DIP & PARTY CANNOLI

Specializing in: .
Pies (Pumpkin, Coconut, Apple etc)

Pastries • Cookies • Cookie Trays • Cakes
Honey Balls (Struff oli) &

Wheat Pies (Pastiera)
We have Gluton Free Cookies!

Call today and 
place your holiday order
(845) 628-2233

Open Christmas Eve 7am-5pm 
Christmas Day 7am-1pm

Our friendly sta�  is waiting to serve
you your Holiday treats • Everything Baked on Premises!
www.cafepiccolobakery.com • Instagram @cafe_piccolo

Serving 
Breakfast!

Family Owned and Operated
“Our Reputation Is Our Greatest Asset”

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

(845) 279-8809
Quality & Service

Lic: #93

EXCAVATING CONTRACTORS

SEPTIC SYSTEMS INSTALLED • REPAIRED • CLEANED

• CURTAIN DRAINS
• WATERLINES
• LAND DRAINAGE
• SITEWORK
• UNDER ROAD BORING

• ELECTRIC SNAKING
• SEWER HOOKUPS

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL

• RADIO DETECTION SERVICES

www.tyndallseptic.com

TYNDALL
SEPTIC SYSTEMS INC.

Since 1968

Happy
Holidays!

845.628.0174
frasershdw@gmail.com
Mahopac Village Centre 

153 Route 6 (Next to ACME) 
Mahopac, NY 10541

Hours: Mon-Sat 8-6 • Sunday 8-3

To you and yours a very 
Healthy and Joyful Holiday Season !

Mahopac Village Centre
153 Route 6 (Next to ACME)

Mahopac, NY 10541

Dan Fraser

845.628.0174

frasershdw@gmail.com

Mon-Sat  8-6
Sunday     9-5

EST.1989

845.628.0174

Healthy and Joyful Holiday Season !

EST.1989

288 Rt. 6 • Mahopac, NY 10541
(845) 621-4924

Pre School • Recreation • Summer Classes 
Camp • Birthday Parties • Tumbling 

Competitive Teams

Gift Certi� cates Available
Your Complete Automotive Service Center

Happy Holidays...
Happier Holidays with New Snow Tires...

Happiest Holidays Winter Ready Vehicle!

2597 Rt. 22 Patterson, NY
PattersonAutoBody.com
845.878.3456

with a

EXAMINER HOLIDAY 2019:Layout 1  12/13/19  11:02 AM  Page 1

Visit Us for a 
Unique Shopping Experience

Buying & Selling
Jewelry • Coins •Antiques • Glassware • Gifts • Etc

571 Route 6 • 845-628-0362
OPEN EVERY DAY UNTIL CHRISTMAS 10-5

Happy 
Holidays!

Unique Shopping Experience

All 
Merchandise 

20% Off Until 
Christmas    
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Last week’s 
column focused 
on Second Mouse 
Cheese Shop in 
Pleasantville. I 
interviewed the 
proprietor, Ivy 
Ronquillo, and 
gained a unique 
perspective of her 
mission for the shop 
which, coupled with 

her exuberance and passion, bode well for 
her success and our enhanced enjoyment of 
the vast world of artisanal cheeses.

Several readers requested a further drill-
down into specific pairings of cheeses and 
wines. I returned to Ronquillo’s shop this 
week to focus and report on several of her 
offerings. 

But first, a brief primer on the vast and 
varied world of cheese.

The production of cheese 
is highly parallel to the 
production of wine. First, just 
as there are numerous grapes 
from which wines are crafted, 
cheeses are also made from 
different base products: cow, 
sheep and goat milk. 

Second, fermentation 
is necessary to transform 
each base product into 
a unique end product. 
Likewise, cheese and wine 
are constantly changing 
during the aging process. 

Third, the length of 
aging greatly influences 
the final product. A young 
wine or cheese tends to be 
soft in texture and simple 
in structure; an aged wine 
or cheese tends to be 
structured and complex. 

Fourth, a winemaker or 
fromager may choose to influence their 
crafted results with external agents: oak 
for wine; molds, washes for cheese. 

Fifth, terroir plays an important role in 
both wine and cheese making. I’ve covered 
the impacts of terroir extensively for wines. 
Similarly, locale and grass diet impart 
particular flavors or aromas to cheese.

Each of the above factors, when applied 
by a skilled fromager, result in a unique 
cheese. Generally speaking, I categorize 
the character of cheese into six broad 
texture groupings:   

1. Soft-ripened, bloomy rind cheese. 
Examples: Brie, Camembert.

2. Semi-soft cheese. Aged a bit longer 
than bloomy rind, with a high moisture 

content. Examples: Morbier, 
Tallegio. 

3. Washed-rind cheese. 
Washed to kill the rind 
mold, thereby imparting 
new flavors to the rind 

and cheese. Examples: 
Epoisses, Tomme.

4. Semi-hard cheese. 
Influenced by the type 
of bacteria and the 

length of aging. Examples: 
Gouda, Comte.

5. Hard cheese. 
Influenced by bacteria and 
the length of the aging 
period, much longer than 
semi-hard cheeses, thereby 
accounting for the low 
moisture (hardness) of the 

cheeses. Examples: Parmigiano-Reggiano, 
Manchego.

6. Blue cheese. Here, bacteria does its 
job when injected into a cheese, unlike 
other cheeses for which bacteria works 
externally. Examples: Roquefort, Stilton, 
and a rising number of American blue 
cheeses.

There are no strict rules for matching 
cheese with wine; it’s a matter of your 
individual palate. Experiment with different 
combinations. What you’ll likely discover is 
that white wines, especially those with high 
acid levels, will counter the creamy texture 
and flavor of many cheeses, whereby red 
wines tend to pair well with semi-hard and 
hard cheeses.

Approaching the cheese display case 
at Second Mouse for the first time can be 
overwhelming and daunting – but fear not, 
Ronquillo and her staff quickly dispel any 
trepidation. On any given visit, up to 75 
cheeses are on display, each replete with a 
detailed and informative card. And samples 
are eagerly offered to educate your palate. 

The cheeses are sourced from most 
Western European countries and close to 
20 American states. Her favorites right now 

are Swiss, Spanish and Portuguese.
On to Ronquillo’s suggestions for 

pairings with a broad selection of her 
favorite cheeses. 

Narragansett Burrata (Rhode Island; 
fresh cow): Sauvignon Blanc.

Lazy Lady Bonaparte (Vermont; fresh 
goat): Cotes du Rhone Rouge.

Von Trapp Farmstead Mt. Alice (Vermont; 
blooming rind cow): Chardonnay (Unoaked).

Jacobs & Brichford Ameribella (Indiana; 
washed rind cow): Sancerre.

Arethusa Farms Tapping Reeve 
(Connecticut; hard cow): Cabernet Franc.

Kaserei Tufertschwil Challerhocker 
(Switzerland; semi-hard): Pinot Noir.

Reypenaer Reserve XO (Netherlands; 
semi-hard cow): Cognac or Chianti Classico.

Point Reyes Farmstead Pt Reyes Original 
Blue (California; semi-soft cow): Syrah.

With so many choices of high-quality 
cheeses available, selecting and pairing 
them with wine may seem daunting at first. 
My advice: just as you vetted local wine 
merchants to educate your palate, do the 
same with cheese. I have found my favorite, 
right here in Pleasantville. 

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year Pleasantville 
resident. For more than 25 years he has 
conducted wine tastings and lectures. He is 
a member of the Wine Media Guild of wine 
writers and offers personalized wine tastings 
and wine travel services. Antonaccio’s 
credo: Continuous experimenting results 
in instinctive behavior. Reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

A Cheese and Wine Primer at Our Local Cheese Shop
You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine
By Nick Antonaccio

Across
1. Engine type
6. One who questions
11. Surrealist painter Max
12. Loops
13. Judge’s gowns
14. Pirate’s treasure box
15. Laid up
16. Hendrix song, “Bold as ___”
17. Eastern snowbird’s destination
21. “One day at a time” handyman or 
Mahopac
financial and accounting group
25. Big name in pizza
27. Marc Antony’s love
30. Mt. Kisco wood fired pizza and beer 
truck,
Ash and ___
31. Single-celled organism
32. “No more!”
34. “Black ___” 1987 detective thriller with
Dennis Hopper
35. Truck part
36. Industrial city in Dusseldorf district
37. Clubs, abbr.

Down
1. Printing flourish
2. Lord of the Rings bad guys
3. All together
4. Enzyme suffix
5. Whitney and others, abbr.
6. Approve
7. Part of London or Manhattan

8. Ukraine city
9. “When all __ fails . . .”
10. Q followers
18. Atomic number
19. Introspective
20. ___ gratias
22. English princess
23. Passes
24. Deodorant type
26. Wise men
27. French friends
28. Pills from docs
29. Woodwind
31. Wonder or admiration
32. “Pulp Fiction” star, Thurman
33. Rejections

Crossword by Myles Mellor	 Answers on page 16

Crossword Puzzle
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Crossword Answer s

Become a Library Trustee: Mahopac 
Public Library is hosting three information 
sessions for Mahopac residents who might 
be interested in serving on the Board of 
Trustees, on Monday, Jan. 13 at 6:30 p.m.; 
Saturday, Feb. 8 at 10 a.m.; and Monday, 
March 9 at 6:30 p.m. Register at www.
mahopaclibrary.org or call 845-628-2009, 
ext. 100. 

Tuesday, Dec. 17
Virtual Reality Games: 3 p.m. at Mahopac 

Public Library. Those age 14 to 17 may play 
games on the Oculus Rifts. Registration is 
required at www.mahopaclibrary.org or by 
calling 845-628-2009, ext. 100.

Movie Matinee: “The Man Who 
Invented Christmas” will be shown at 
1 p.m. at Patterson Library. Rated PG for 
thematic elements and mild language. 

Wednesday, Dec. 18
Cancer Support: A breast and ovarian 

cancer support group will take place 
at 7 p.m. at Putnam Hospital Center. 
Advanced registration is required at www.
supportconnection.org or by calling 914-962-
6402 or 800-532-4290.  

Story Time: 11:15 a.m. to noon at 
Patterson Library. Celebrate winter with 
snowflake-themed story time. Sing songs, 
play games and create a craft to take home. 

For ages 3 to 5 years. Register by calling 
845-878-6121, ext. 10, or go to www.
pattersonlibrary.org .

Foreign Film: 6:30 p.m. at Mahopac 
Public Library. “IDA,” a film from Poland is 
80 minutes long and rated PG-13. It will be 
screened in Polish with English subtitles. 
Popcorn will be provided. Registration is 
requested at www.mahopaclibrary.org or by 
calling 845-628-2009, ext. 100.

Cookie Decorating: 4:30 p.m. at 
Patterson Library. In addition to festive 
cookie shapes that can be chosen from, 
make fun crafts and enjoy hot cocoa included 
in this holiday celebration. Children younger 
than 5 must be accompanied by an adult. To 
register, call 845-878-6121, ext. 10, or go to 
www.pattersonlibrary.org.

Still-Life Watercolor: 10 a.m. at Reed 
Memorial Library in Carmel. Register at 
www.carmellibrary.org or call 845-225-2439.

“Polar Express:” 6 to 8 p.m., at 
Desmond-Fish Public Library in Garrison. 
Hot chocolate and cookies will be served as 
participants watch the film in front of the fire 
in the Children’s Room. Rated G.  

Friday, Dec. 20
Hanukkah Festival: Reform Temple of 

Putnam Valley, 362 Church Road, Putnam 
Valley. Shabbat Service at 6:30 p.m., followed 
by holiday festivities at 7:15 p.m. Feature 
activities for children and teens, Hanukkah 

music and a pizza dinner. Admission is $5 
per person, but no more than $20 per family. 
Kids age 4 and older can enter the menorah 
building contest. A latke cook-off is open to 
all adults; bring 20 to 25 latkes, cut in half, in 
a disposable pan ready to heat, along with a 
list of ingredients. For more information, call 
845-528-4774 or visit www.rtpv.org. RSVP 
to RTPVinfo@gmail.com.

Sunday, Dec. 22
Menorah Workshop: 2 to 3 p.m. at 

Brewster Home Depot. Create your own 
menorahs with Chabad of Putnam. Free. 
Register at www.PutnamChabad.org or call 
845 -225-4770. 

Menorah Lighting: 4 p.m. at the corner 
of Route 312 and North Brewster Road, 
Brewster. Chabad of Putnam will host the 
festivities, which include hot latkes and 
cider. For more local Chanukah activities, 

visit:www.PutnamChabad.org. 

Monday, Dec. 23
Menorah Lighting: 5 p.m. on the 

shore of Lake Gleneida, near the Reed 
Memorial Library, Carmel. Rabbi Avi Korer 
of Chabad of Putnam County will preside 
over this ceremony, featuring singing and 
refreshments. A concert will begin at 5 p.m., 
and the menorah lighting ceremony will 
begin at 5:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, Dec. 25
Menorah Lighting: 5 p.m. at the end of 

Main Street in Cold Sprig, near the Cold 
Spring Depot. Chabad of Putnam will host 
the festivities, which include hot latkes and 
cider. For more local Chanukah activities, 
visit www.PutnamChabad.org.

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.com

Give the Perfect Gift of Live Entertainment & Dining

BOX OFFICE

(914) 592-2222
GROUP SALES

(914) 592-2225 LUXURY BOXES (914) 592--8730

The management reserves the right to make schedule or program changes if required. All sales final. No cash or credit card refunds.

A Proud Sponsor of WBT Official Bank of WBT

COMPLETE SHOW 
LISTINGS ONLINE

Gift Certificates not valid for 
Gold Star Events.

JANUARY 3 - 26

     The story is all new.

The hits are all Elvis!

MARCH 5 - MAY 3

MAY 7 - JULY 5

JULY 9 - SEPT. 19

SEPT. 24 – NOV. 29, ’20;
DEC. 30, ’20 - JAN. 24, ’21

JAN. 30 - MARCH 1

GIFT CERTIFICATES FOR TWO
to the Westchester Broadway Theatre provide it all…

  For each WBT Gift Certificate for Two 
you purchase, you will receive a voucher worth 

50% OFF TWO $91 TICKETS 
TO ANY WBT SHOW DURING 2020!*

Now through Christmas Eve

*Restrictions apply. Complete details online.

CALL OR VISIT THE WBT BOX OFFICE  Open 10 AM, 7 days a week! 
(914) 592-2222 1 BROADWAY PLAZA, ELMSFORD, NY 

ORDER ONLINE, 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK! 
www.BroadwayTheatre.com

PURCHASE & PRINT ONLINE

• A Broadway musical or special 
 entertainment event
 The recipients choose the show from a great lineup!

• A delicious, 3 course served meal
 The recipients choose from a variety of entrees!

• Gift Certificates purchased during the 2019 
 holiday season are good thru Jan. 31, 2021.

SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS

Your Daily Examiner News Fix

The E
xam

iner

The NORTHERN WESTCHESTER

Visit TheExaminerNews.com to subscribe to Examiner 
Media’s FREE, daily e-mail newsletter
Get the latest headlines from:

The PUTNAM

The WHITE PLAINS
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ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES

MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, 
instruments, coins, watches, gold, comics, 
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL 
AARON AT 914-235-0302

ATTORNEY/ LEGAL

LUNG CANCER? AND AGE 
60+? You And Your Family May Be 
Entitled To Significant Cash Award. 
Call 866-951-9073 for Information. 
No Risk. No Money Out Of Pocket.

AUTO DONATIONS

DONATE YOUR CAR TO WHEELS 
FOR WISHES, benefiting Make-A-Wish. 
We offer free towing and your donation is 
100% tax deductible.  Call 914-468-4999 
Today!

BUYING/SELLING

BUYING diamonds, gold, silver, all 
fine jewelry and watches, coins, paintings, 
better furs, complete estates. We simply pay 
more! Call Barry 914-260-8783 or e-mail 
Americabuying@aol.com

**COMIC BOOKS WANTED! TOP 
PRICES PAID!** 30 years experience. 
Reliable and honest! Call or Text: 917-
699-2496, or e-mail: smileLP@aol.com. 
Thanks.

GOLD / SILVER WANTED

HIGHEST PRICE$ PAID - Visit 

West- chester’s Top Buyer for Gold, Silver, 
Diamonds, Coins & Currency, Watches, 
Jewelry. Licensed, Professional, No Ap- 
pointment Necessary. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days 10am-6pm, Mt. Kisco Gold & Sil- 
ver, 139E Main Street. 914-244-9500

CABLE & SATELLITE TV

SPECTRUM TRIPLE PLAY! TV, 
Internet & Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per 
second speed. No contract or commitment. 
More Channels. Faster Internet. Unlimited 
Voice. Call 1-855-977-7198

EDUCATION/CAREER TRAINING

AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here - Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Technician. 
Financial aid for qualified students. Job 
placement assistance. Call AIM for free 
information 866-296-7094.

TRAIN AT HOME TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING! Become a Medical Office 
Professional online at CTI! Get Trained, 
Certified & ready to work in months! Call 
855-543-6440. (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

FINANCE

Denied Social Security Disability? 
Appeal! If you’re 50+, filed SSD and denied, 
our attorneys can help! Win or Pay Nothing! 
Strong, recent work history needed. 866-979-
0096 [Steppacher Law Offices LLC Principal 
Office: 224 Adams Ave Scranton PA 18503]

HEALTH

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT 
PRESCRIPTION! World Health Link. 

Price Match Guarantee! Prescriptions 
Required. CIPA Certified. Over 1500 
medications available. CALL Today For A 
Free Price Quote. 1-866-569-7986 Call 
Now!

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for $99. 100 
pills for $150. FREE shipping. Money back 
guaranteed! 1-855-579-8907

HELP WANTED

JOB OPPORTUNITY $18.50 P/H NYC 
$15 P/H LI $14.50 P/H UPSTATE NY 
If you currently care for your relatives or 
friends who have Medicaid or Medicare, you 
may be eligible to start working for them as 
a personal assistant. No Certificates needed. 
(347)462-2610 (347)565-6200

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ARLINGTON INC. Custom Cabinetry, 
Kitchen & Bath Interior & Exterior Painting 
Power Washing,Repairs 914-557-6703 Wc-
14665-H03 www-arlingtonwoodworking.
com 

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, 
ONE DAY UPDATES! We specialize in 
safe bathing. Grab bars, no slip flooring 
& seated showers. Call for a free in-home 
consultation: 888-657-9488.

INTERNET AND TV

Get DIRECTV! ONLY $35/month! 155 
Channels & 1000s of Shows/Movies On 
Demand (w/SELECT All Included Package.) 
PLUS Stream on Up to FIVE Screens 
Simultaneously at No Additional Cost. Call 
DIRECTV 1-888-534-6918

   
 DISH TV $59.99 for 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
Installation, Smart HD DVR Included, Free 
Voice Remote. Some restrictions apply. Call 
1-800-943-0838.

LEGALS

Town of Putnam Valley Town Board 
Meeting December 18, 2019 6 PM  
Pledge of Allegiance 1. Departmental 

Reports. 2. Supervisor’s Comments. 3. 
Legislative Report. 4. School Report 5. 
Vote on Ban of Ice Retardant Devices on 
Lake Oscawana 6.Authorize the Supervisor 
to accept the Town Board minutes from 
November 6, November 13th, November 
20th and December 4th. 7. Authorize 
the expenditure of $200. for Town Board 
member-elect Ralph  Smith to attend the 
Newly Elected Officials 2020 Training School 
sponsored by the Association of Towns, and 
authorize the reimbursement of associated 
travel  and lodging expenses.   Building 
Department 8.Daily Fee Report Parks & 
Recreation 9. Refunds Building Department 
10. Daily Fee Report Districts 11. Mill Pond 
Water District Year End Revenue Report 
Finance Department 12. Budget Transfers 
13. Public Comment 14. Audit of  Monthly 
Bills

MISCELLANEOUS

A PLACE FOR MOM has helped over 
a million families find senior living. Our 
trusted, local advisors help find solutions 
to your unique needs at no cost to you. 
Call: 1-800-404-8852

COMPUTER ISSUES? FREE 
DIAGNOSIS by GEEKS ON SITE! 
Virus Removal, Data Recovery! 24/7 
EMERGENCY SERVICE, In-home repair/
On-line solutions . $20 OFF ANY SERVICE! 
844-892-3990

REAL ESTATE

GOT LAND? Our Hunters will Pay Top 
$$$ To hunt your land. Call for a FREE 
info packet & Quote. 1-866-309-1507 www.
BaseCampLeasing.com

RESIDENTIAL RENTALS

CHAPPAQUA – HOUSE FOR RENT 
– 3.5 Bds, AVAILABLE 12/15/19, Living 
Room, Dining Room, Kitchen, Front Porch, 
yard, Washer & Dryer, Gas heat ,Walk to 
Town/ Train, No Pets, One year renewable 
lease, Months’ security deposit, references 
required. $2850/month. Call 914-862-4601 
or 646-554-6900

Classifi edsEXAMINER MEDIA 121719 Classifi ed Ad Deadline 
is Thursdays at 5pm for the 

next week’s publication

To Place a Classifi ed Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 or e-mail 

classifi eds@theexaminernews.com

D O N AT E  YO U R  C A R 
Wheels For Wishes

benefiting 

* 100% Tax Deductible                                                            

* Free Vehicle Pickup ANYWHERE                                

* We Accept Most Vehicles Running or Not                                                        

* We Also Accept Boats, Motorcycles & RVs

WheelsForWishes.org

* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs or financial information, 
call (213) 948-2000 or visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

Call:(914)468-4999

Make-A-Wish® 
Hudson Valley continued on next page

ORDER NOW! 1.866.749.2741 ask for 59104VSL
www.OmahaSteaks.com/cook31

THE FAVORITE GIFT
4 (6 oz.) Filet Mignons
4 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops
4 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers
4 (2.8 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin
4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets
Signature Seasoning Packet

*Savings shown over aggregated 
single item base price. ©2019 

Omaha Steaks, Inc. Exp. 2/29/20

$218.92* separately   

COMBO PRICE  
$6999

+ 4 FREE BURGERS 
THAT’S 16 MAIN COURSES!
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continued from previous page
Classifi edsEXAMINER MEDIA 121719 Classifi ed Ad Deadline 

is Thursdays at 5pm for the 
next week’s publication

To Place a Classifi ed Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 or e-mail 

classifi eds@theexaminernews.com

 Backed by American Standard’s 
140 years of experience

 Ultra low entry for easy 
entering and exiting
Patented Quick Drain® 
fast water removal system
Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND 
installation, INCLUDING labor backed 
by American Standard
44 Hydrotherapy jets for an 
invigorating massage

1

3

2

4

5

installation, INCLUDING labor backed 

FREE IN-HOME 
EVALUATION!

Includes FREE American StandardRight Height Toilet 
Limited Time O� er! Call Today!

Discover the world’s best 
walk-in bathtub from

5 Reasons American Standard 
Walk-In Tubs are Your Best Choice

Receive a free American Standard Cadet toilet with full installation of a Liberation Walk-In Bath, Liberation 
Shower, or Deluxe Shower. O� er valid only while supplies last. Limit  one per household. Must be ­ rst time 
purchaser. See www.walkintubs.americanstandard-us.com for other restrictions and for licensing, warranty, 
and company information.   CSLB B982796; Su� olk NY:55431H; NYC:HIC#2022748-DCA. Safety Tubs Co. 
LLC does not sell in Nassau NY, Westchester NY, Putnam NY, Rockland NY. 

888-609-0248

Backed by American Standard’s 

Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND 

Walk-In Tubs are Your Best Choice

$1,500 SAVINGS

To Place a 
Classifi ed Ad Call 
914-864-0878 or 
e-mail classifi eds

@theexaminernews.com
Classifi ed Ad Deadline 

is Thursdays at 5pm for the 
next week’s publication

One touch of a button 
sends help fast, 24/7.

alone
I’m never

Life Alert®  is always 
here for me even when 

away from home.

I’ve fallen and I can’t get up!

®

For a FREE brochure call: 

1-800-404-9776

Saving a Life EVERY 11 MINUTES

Batteries Never Need Charging.

 WHEN YOU 
ORDER!

FIRST AID 

KIT

For a FREE brochure call: 

 WHEN YOU 
ORDER!

 WHEN YOU 

FIRST AID 

FREE!

here for me even when here for me even when 
away from home.away from home.

Help at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at HomeHelp at Home
with GPS!

Help On-the-Go

MECHANIC-FLEET 
MAINTENANCE 

 
 
 
 
 

George Hildebrandt, Inc. seeks to hire a
truck/trailer maintenance mechanic to work 
at our Hudson, NY location. This is a day 
shift opportunity with competitive wage, 
health/dental,401K and a EOE employer

email resume to: keith@ghitrucking.com
Or send via US Mail to:

George Hildebrandt Inc., Attn: VM Dept.,
412 Stone Mill Road, Hudson, NY 12534 DENTAL Insurance

Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help 
get the dental care you deserve!

FREE 
Information Kit

1-855-225-1434
Visit us online at

www.dental50plus.com/nypress

Get help paying dental bills and keep more money in 
your pocket

This is real dental insurance — NOT just a discount plan

You can get coverage before your next checkup

Information Kit

1-855-225-1434

CALL
NOW! 1-855-225-1434

Don’t wait! Call now and we’ll rush you a FREE
Information Kit with all the details.

Insurance Policy P150NY                MB17-NM003Ec
6129

Donate A Boat

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

or Car Today!

800 700 BOAT--
(2628)(2628)
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Putnam Valley G Ryan Basso glides the lane en route to a game-high 23 points for the Tigers in a decisive 68-49 victory over visiting Ossining last Tuesday night when the Tigers improved to 4-4 and the Pride 
fell to 1-4... see Boys’ Hoops Notebook

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

Can’t
Lasso
Basso!
Put Valley
Routs
Ossining,
68-49Behind a sterling effort from eighth-grade goalie Nicco Positano (20 saves), Carmel defeated Mahopac, 8-2, for the first time in seven tries last Friday at the Brewster Ice Arena where Positano stopped this 

penalty shot by Indian Nick Biagini and the two rivals fought against cancer in pink and purple uniforms and raised over $1,000 for Community Cares. Carmel F Brendan Murphy notched a hat trick while 
Luke Golisano set up three goals for the Rams (3-2). Noah Richardson and Zach Rubin each scored their first varsity goal while Graham Ludwig, Jack Lagan (A) and Steven Mount (2A) also scored for the 
Rams. Mahopac goals were score by Matt Luczkowsi and Ryan Caraher.

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Prosperity in Goal Leads Carmel Prosperity in Goal Leads Carmel 
to 8-2 Win over Mahopac on to 8-2 Win over Mahopac on 
Hockey Fights Cancer NightHockey Fights Cancer Night

Nicco-nomics!Nicco-nomics!
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By Tony Pinciaro

The last two years veteran PUTNAM 
VALLEY wrestling Coach Will Carano has 
graduated core groups of excellent wres-
tlers.

Despite the graduation of Section 1 Divi-
sion II (small school) champs – Rolando Lo-
pez (285), Dustin Koskinen-Falls (195) and 
Dean Appell (152), Carano and his wrestlers 
will still be among the Section 1 elite.

Putnam Valley will be led by the returning 
trio of Will Carano (2019 Section 1 Division 
II 145-pound champion), Hunter Lundberg 
(second in the section) and Shane Appell 
(fourth in the section). They were instru-
mental in leading Putnam Valley to a third-
place finish in the Section 1 Division II team 
championships.

Carano joined his father as a Section 1 
champion. Coach Carano was a sectional 
champion for Mahopac.

Coach Carano said he will be welcoming 
numerous new wrestlers to the team.

“The returners comprise the core of a 
team that is roughly three-quarters coming 
from either modified or new to the sport,” 
said Carano, who created the program and 
is in his 21st year.  “We have no egos, and 
overall this could be one of the most tight-
knit groups we have had in years that is buy-
ing in and recognizing the importance of the 
process and long-term outlook. So, our goal 
as always is this will be a very different team 
come February than we have now.”

Carano is referring to having his team 
wrestling at its best for sectionals and the 
New York State Championships.

MAHOPAC welcomes new Coach Steven 
Tornambe as veteran leader Dennis DiSanto 
retired following the 2018-19 season.

DiSanto surpassed 400 career wins last 
year and guided Mahopac to a fourth-place 
finish in the Section 1 Division I (large 
school) Championships and the Indians were 
the Section 1 Division Dual-Meet Tourna-
ment runners-up to Fox Lane.

Tornambe comes to Mahopac after a suc-
cessful tenure as Bob Bernarducci’s assis-
tant coach at Pleasantville. Tornambe is also 
a two-time Section 1 champion, for Ossining, 
and finished fifth in the state his senior year.

Tornambe inherits a team that graduated 
12 starters. Even with the large graduating 
class, Mahopac does have a deep returning 
nucleus.

Senior Tyler Roa (third-place sectional 
finisher) and sophomore Angelo Centrone 
(sectional runner-up and fourth-place at 
states) highlight this group. Tornambe has 
named both captains.

The veteran core also includes seniors 
Xander Smith, Dylan Smith, A.J. Watts, 
Larry Nardecchia and Londrim Hasanramaj 
as well as juniors Aiden Muldoon, Ryan Kick 
and James Russo.

“Our team goals will always be the same 
as long as I am head coach,” Tornambe said. 
“We will be working towards a section cham-
pionship, along with league champs and get-
ting as many wrestlers to the sections, as 
possible.”

Mahopac will host the annual Peter Caru-
so Memorial Tournament, Saturday, Jan. 25.

Sixth-year YORKTOWN Coach Eric 
Fama has quietly re-established Yorktown as 
a high-quality wrestling program.

Fama, a Section 1 wrestling champion for 
retired New Rochelle Coach Jim Guccione, 
inherited a program that graduated an out-
standing senior class, including two section-
al champions/state place-finishers and other 
sectional placefinishers.

Fama, along with assistant coaches and 
former Roy C. Ketcham standouts, Andrew 
and Frank Cabibbo, return a nucleus that 
includes four Section 1 Division I placefin-
ishers.

Ben Robinson was the 220-pound runner-
up, last year. He is joined by Andrew Fi-
nateri, who placed fifth last year, and Dean 
Patierno and Christian Sinagra, both sixth-
place finishers.

Fama adds a familiar name to the lineup 
in eighth-grader Joseph Tornambe, the son 
of former Yorktown coach and Ossining 
wrestler, John Tornambe and nephew of Ma-
hopac coach and two-time sectional cham-
pion, Steve Tornambe. The second genera-
tion Tornambe finished third, at 99 pounds, 
last year in the Middle School Youth States 
Championship.

Fama is looking forward to having Tor-
nambe in the lineup as well as having a full 
order.

“This is the first year in the six years that 
I have been here that we have depth in mul-
tiple weight classes,” Fama said. “We usually 
do not fill out a full lineup. We are looking 
to finish inside the top five at sectionals this 
year.”

Fama will be taking Yorktown to the East-
ern States along with the Westchester Coun-
ty Championships, Peter Caruso Memorial 
Tournament and a return to his alma mater 
for the Ted Murphy Shoreline Classic.

Yorktown hosted its annual dual-meet 
tournament, Saturday, and finished fourth. 

Finateri went 5-0 for the tournament and 

was named  the most valuable wrestler. 
LAKELAND/PANAS’ Nick DeSantis also 
was 5-0 and was selected for the sportsman-
ship award.

BREWSTER continued its strong run 
last year under Coach Tom Looby. The Bears 
finished with an 11-8 record, including Loo-
by’s 200th career win in his 16th year.

Five starters graduated, but Looby has 
seven experienced returnees – four seniors 
and three juniors.

The seniors are Brendan Lennon, Passang 
Sherpa, Owen Downey and Jackson Ma-
honey, and the junior trio is Jacob Hamblin, 
Matt Henry and Austin Mantra.

“We have a good mix of experience and a 
tough group of underclassmen,” Looby said. 
“This group has had an excellent preseason 
and are ready to compete.”

One newcomer is freshman Massimo 
Parrello. His father, Joe, was an All-Section 
wrestler for Harrison.

Fourth-year HEN HUD Coach Shane 
Turrone and his team have every reason to 
be optimistic about the 2019-20 season.

The Sailors return nine starters, led by 
seniors Michael Tosi and Beckett Herman. 
Both finished fourth in the section (large 
school) at their respective weight classes. 
Classmates Ethan Romero, Alex Garcia and 
Paul Williams are also back. 

Nick Cepeda and Sean McIntyre, both sec-
tional qualifier last years, along with Kerann 
Belvu and Cameron Curley comprise the ju-
nior group.

Turrone has some young talent ready to 
step into starting roles. Freshmen Ryan 
Clark and Connor Harbolic and eighth-grad-
ers Ismael Andrade and Shane Merchant, are 
among the promising wrestlers.

“My four captains really help mo-
tivate the team and we are looking to have 
one of our better seasons, this year,” Tur-
rone said. “Everyone is very focused and 
determined to give everything they have on 
the mats. Our goal, for the season, is to get 
as many kids through to sectionals as pos-
sible and have multiple wrestlers place this 
season.”

Turrone will look to Tosi and Herman for 
leadership.

 “Michael and Beckett have been leading 
the team since sophomore year and they 
continue to impress on a daily basis,” Tur-
rone said.

Hen Hud will host its annual tournament, 
Saturday, Jan. 11. The tournament has an av-
erage field of 24 teams. 

Hen Hud wrestled in the Michael Tarulli 
(Irvington) Tournament, Saturday, and fin-
ished third as all 11 wrestlers placed in the 
top six.

Belvu was a champion while Tosi, Her-
man and Curley were runners-up. McIntyre, 
Cepeda and Garcia all finished third.

Herman surpassed Turrone on Hen Hud’s 
career-wins’ list. The senior co-captain now 
owns 111 varsity wins, moving ahead of Tur-
rone’s 108.

“I am happy for Beckett,” Turrone said. 
“He works incredibly hard. I had to injury 
default him in the finals because he had fluid 
on his knee. He was not happy.”

In Coach Dave Bergen’s first two years, 

LAKELAND/PANAS has taken progres-
sive steps forward. Last year, the Rebels 
finished with an 11-10 record, including 3-3 
in the league.

A veteran returning nucleus has Bergen 
feeling good about what the season holds.

Senior Nick DeSantis and juniors, Gio 
Russo and Austin Bergen, were all-league 
selections. DeSantis recently went 5-0 
for the Rebels in the Yorktown Dual-Meet 
Tournament and earned the sportsmanship 
award. Seniors Declan Fullerton and Pat 
Hickey, along with junior Shane Coster and 
sophomore Connor McGannon complete the 
returning gore. There is a host of newcom-
ers to varsity, which should enable the Reb-
els to fill all 15 weight classes.

The newcomers include juniors Tyler 
Carter, Charlie Dubrawski and Niko Rezaj. 
The numerous sophomores are Spencer 
Maja, Hunter Dagnino, Ryan Deitrick, Ste-
ven Santalisa and Chris Ciraco. 

“I like the athleticism and work ethic that 
or team has,” said Bergen, who coached the 
White Plains’ varsity team before coming to 
Lakeland/Panas. “We have a lot of natural 
athletes that work hard every day. As they 
gain experience they will improve quickly.

Our goal as always is to do better than 
last season. We will look to improve on that. 
Winning the league would be great, but we 
will have to beat some tough teams.”

OSSINING has a new, but familiar coach 
in Tom Larm. The Brewster graduate and 
former All-Section wrestler was former 
Coach Larry McRae’s assistant for seven 
years.

The Pride do return three sectional quali-
fiers, led by senior Joe Nolan, the Section 
1 285-pound runner-up and Westchester 
County champion. Sophomore Jonathan 
Benitez and Tristan Robinson-July will com-
plete the threesome.

Starting spots are open and Larm is hop-
ing that his new wrestlers accept the chal-
lenge.

“Our team has a lot of newcomers so 
we’re excited for some of them to step up 
and establish themselves in the starting 
lineup,” Larm said. “Sophomores Kwabena 
Boateng and Amaury Castro are not new to 
the sport, but are looking for breakout sea-
sons. Overall, we’re looking to grow each 
week, as a team and as individuals. If we can 
do this we will achieve our team goals and 
individual goals along the way.”

SOMERS was ahead of schedule before 
the 2019-20 preseason began.

The Tuskers did not graduate any wres-
tlers, so sixth-year Coach Ron DiSanto, Jr., 
came into preseason with an experienced re-
turning core and numerous underclassmen.

His three returning seniors are Zach Lu-
pinacci, Peter Kim and Thomas Gall, all 2019 
sectional qualifiers. Juniors A.J. D’Orazio, a 
sectional qualifier, and Michael Rivera are 
also back.

DiSanto, who wrestled for Somers and his 
uncle, Dennis DiSanto, has 15 freshmen and 
two eighth-graders competing for varsity po-
sitions.

“From 99 to 145, we have either freshmen 
or eighth-graders,” DiSanto said. “They are 
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Sports Grapplin’ Notebook Sports Boys’ Hoops Notebook

Put Valley’s Carano Headlines List of Local Grapplers Heart & Soul Required to Make up for Scoring Death
Mahopac Takes Somers Tourney, Panas Finds its Point Guard

Putnam Valley wrestler Will Carano Jr. (L) and 
Coach Will Carano hope to continue the winning 
culture the Tigers have built last two decades.

continued on page 23

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor@Directrays

Somebody has to tell it like it is in this neck 
of the woods, and for the better part of 
three decades, that task has fallen right in 
the lap of this scribe when it comes to local 
athletics. 

So, what I’m about to say shouldn't be 
taken personally, it’s just like they said in 
Hollyweird’s version of ‘The Irishman’: It is 
what it is.

The fortunes of boys’ basketball fanatics 
in and about the Northern Westchester/Put-
nam County region may rely on something 
other than talent this season. There may be 
a shortage of pure scorers, which is often cy-
clical, so it appears as though heart and soul 
will be the determining factors this winter, 
so the team that brings the most of those 
two intangibles will likely be the unit that 
makes the most noise.

Heart and soul: The utmost of one's ener-
gy, enthusiasm and determination could de-
cide the League II-C title; where teams like 
Panas, Yorktown, Brewster and Somers will 
take a run at Lakeland. With senior swing-
man Jack Kruse leading the way, Coach 
Steve Fallo’s Hornets could be one of the 
few teams in these parts to average more 
than 55-60 points per game this winter while 
many of the others, including Class AA clubs 
like Ossining, Mahopac and Carmel, plus 
Class B’s Putnam Valley, may struggle to hit 
50 on occasion.

The early indicators tell us that points will 

be at a premium this season, so you 
best be ready to defend the rim, get 
after every loose ball and drain clutch 
shots down the stretch…

The 24th annual Michael DePaoli/
Somers Basketball Tournament was 
a perfect example of heart and soul 
on full display. With host SOMERS
(2-4) and MAHOPAC (2-2) battling 
it out for tourney bragging rights on 
Saturday, neither could score the ball 
consistently, but it was Coach Tom 
McMahon’s Indians who gutted out 
the 42-39 double overtime victory. 
Mahopac swingman Luke Syku (11 
points) secured tournament MVP 
honors and the McMahon boys de-
livered the points; with Matthew 
McMahon (11 points) and All-Tour-
nament selection Patrick McMahon 
(10 points) leading the way. Pat Mc-
Mahon’s baseline trey with :11 left 
in the second OT was a difference-
making shot.

That said, the teams combined for 
just 81 points, including the two ex-

tra sessions, so it wasn’t pretty, but the Indi-
ans gutted out a close one.

“I was very happy with the mental tough-
ness our guys showed,” Coach McMahon 
said.

Mahopac reached the finals after knocking 
off Kennedy Catholic, 56-45, in the opening 
round behind 14 points from Syku, including 
a big 3.

Tuskers Dylan Berliner and Henry Gilroy 
were named to the All-Tournament team for 
Somers, which knocked off YORKTOWN 
47-30 in the opening round Friday.

Kennedy knocked off Yorktown (1-5) in 
the consy, 72-58, despite 17 points from Ed-
die Brucaj.

LAKELAND (2-2) has won its last two, 
including an 82-68 win over Bronxville be-

hind Augie Karaqi’s career-high 28 points. 
Kruse added 13 points and 15 boards. 
Michael Arcure chipped in 12 points for 
the Hornets while Aidan Welcome and Rob 
Nardelli each dropped a dime. Lakeland’s 
problem isn’t scoring points, it’s stopping 
the opposition. The height-challenged Hor-
nets can run-and-gun, but finding a defen-
sive scheme that works for them will be the 
challenge.

“That’s our challenge, to get better de-
fensively,” Kruse admitted. “All we’ve been 
focusing on is defense and rebounding.”

Byram Hills handled PANAS, 88-38 to 
win the Panthers’ holiday title, outscoring 
Panas by 51 points over the final three quar-
ters. Lorenzo Santucci paced the Panthers 
(4-1) with 16 points, including four pulls 

RAY GALLAGHER/RICK KUPERBERG/BOB CASTNER PHOTOS

Mahopac junior MVP Luke Syku pulls up for jumper in Indians’ win over Kennedy in Somers tourney 
Thursday.

Mahopac junior Vin Bastone gains lane in Indians 
win over Kennedy and Gaels Jaden Wilson and 
Connor O’Reilly in Somers tourney.

Panas’ Lukas Velez and Byram Hills’ Benji 
Hammond give 110% for loose ball in Panthers’ 
tourney final loss to Bobcats Saturday.

Panas G Alex Tavarez opened eyse against Nic Picca and 
Byram Hills in Panthers’ tourney loss to Bobcats. continued on page 23
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By Tony Pinciaro

The last two years veteran PUTNAM 
VALLEY wrestling Coach Will Carano has 
graduated core groups of excellent wres-
tlers.

Despite the graduation of Section 1 Divi-
sion II (small school) champs – Rolando Lo-
pez (285), Dustin Koskinen-Falls (195) and 
Dean Appell (152), Carano and his wrestlers 
will still be among the Section 1 elite.

Putnam Valley will be led by the returning 
trio of Will Carano (2019 Section 1 Division 
II 145-pound champion), Hunter Lundberg 
(second in the section) and Shane Appell 
(fourth in the section). They were instru-
mental in leading Putnam Valley to a third-
place finish in the Section 1 Division II team 
championships.

Carano joined his father as a Section 1 
champion. Coach Carano was a sectional 
champion for Mahopac.

Coach Carano said he will be welcoming 
numerous new wrestlers to the team.

“The returners comprise the core of a 
team that is roughly three-quarters coming 
from either modified or new to the sport,” 
said Carano, who created the program and 
is in his 21st year.  “We have no egos, and 
overall this could be one of the most tight-
knit groups we have had in years that is buy-
ing in and recognizing the importance of the 
process and long-term outlook. So, our goal 
as always is this will be a very different team 
come February than we have now.”

Carano is referring to having his team 
wrestling at its best for sectionals and the 
New York State Championships.

MAHOPAC welcomes new Coach Steven 
Tornambe as veteran leader Dennis DiSanto 
retired following the 2018-19 season.

DiSanto surpassed 400 career wins last 
year and guided Mahopac to a fourth-place 
finish in the Section 1 Division I (large 
school) Championships and the Indians were 
the Section 1 Division Dual-Meet Tourna-
ment runners-up to Fox Lane.

Tornambe comes to Mahopac after a suc-
cessful tenure as Bob Bernarducci’s assis-
tant coach at Pleasantville. Tornambe is also 
a two-time Section 1 champion, for Ossining, 
and finished fifth in the state his senior year.

Tornambe inherits a team that graduated 
12 starters. Even with the large graduating 
class, Mahopac does have a deep returning 
nucleus.

Senior Tyler Roa (third-place sectional 
finisher) and sophomore Angelo Centrone 
(sectional runner-up and fourth-place at 
states) highlight this group. Tornambe has 
named both captains.

The veteran core also includes seniors 
Xander Smith, Dylan Smith, A.J. Watts, 
Larry Nardecchia and Londrim Hasanramaj 
as well as juniors Aiden Muldoon, Ryan Kick 
and James Russo.

“Our team goals will always be the same 
as long as I am head coach,” Tornambe said. 
“We will be working towards a section cham-
pionship, along with league champs and get-
ting as many wrestlers to the sections, as 
possible.”

Mahopac will host the annual Peter Caru-
so Memorial Tournament, Saturday, Jan. 25.

Sixth-year YORKTOWN Coach Eric 
Fama has quietly re-established Yorktown as 
a high-quality wrestling program.

Fama, a Section 1 wrestling champion for 
retired New Rochelle Coach Jim Guccione, 
inherited a program that graduated an out-
standing senior class, including two section-
al champions/state place-finishers and other 
sectional placefinishers.

Fama, along with assistant coaches and 
former Roy C. Ketcham standouts, Andrew 
and Frank Cabibbo, return a nucleus that 
includes four Section 1 Division I placefin-
ishers.

Ben Robinson was the 220-pound runner-
up, last year. He is joined by Andrew Fi-
nateri, who placed fifth last year, and Dean 
Patierno and Christian Sinagra, both sixth-
place finishers.

Fama adds a familiar name to the lineup 
in eighth-grader Joseph Tornambe, the son 
of former Yorktown coach and Ossining 
wrestler, John Tornambe and nephew of Ma-
hopac coach and two-time sectional cham-
pion, Steve Tornambe. The second genera-
tion Tornambe finished third, at 99 pounds, 
last year in the Middle School Youth States 
Championship.

Fama is looking forward to having Tor-
nambe in the lineup as well as having a full 
order.

“This is the first year in the six years that 
I have been here that we have depth in mul-
tiple weight classes,” Fama said. “We usually 
do not fill out a full lineup. We are looking 
to finish inside the top five at sectionals this 
year.”

Fama will be taking Yorktown to the East-
ern States along with the Westchester Coun-
ty Championships, Peter Caruso Memorial 
Tournament and a return to his alma mater 
for the Ted Murphy Shoreline Classic.

Yorktown hosted its annual dual-meet 
tournament, Saturday, and finished fourth. 

Finateri went 5-0 for the tournament and 

was named  the most valuable wrestler. 
LAKELAND/PANAS’ Nick DeSantis also 
was 5-0 and was selected for the sportsman-
ship award.

BREWSTER continued its strong run 
last year under Coach Tom Looby. The Bears 
finished with an 11-8 record, including Loo-
by’s 200th career win in his 16th year.

Five starters graduated, but Looby has 
seven experienced returnees – four seniors 
and three juniors.

The seniors are Brendan Lennon, Passang 
Sherpa, Owen Downey and Jackson Ma-
honey, and the junior trio is Jacob Hamblin, 
Matt Henry and Austin Mantra.

“We have a good mix of experience and a 
tough group of underclassmen,” Looby said. 
“This group has had an excellent preseason 
and are ready to compete.”

One newcomer is freshman Massimo 
Parrello. His father, Joe, was an All-Section 
wrestler for Harrison.

Fourth-year HEN HUD Coach Shane 
Turrone and his team have every reason to 
be optimistic about the 2019-20 season.

The Sailors return nine starters, led by 
seniors Michael Tosi and Beckett Herman. 
Both finished fourth in the section (large 
school) at their respective weight classes. 
Classmates Ethan Romero, Alex Garcia and 
Paul Williams are also back. 

Nick Cepeda and Sean McIntyre, both sec-
tional qualifier last years, along with Kerann 
Belvu and Cameron Curley comprise the ju-
nior group.

Turrone has some young talent ready to 
step into starting roles. Freshmen Ryan 
Clark and Connor Harbolic and eighth-grad-
ers Ismael Andrade and Shane Merchant, are 
among the promising wrestlers.

“My four captains really help mo-
tivate the team and we are looking to have 
one of our better seasons, this year,” Tur-
rone said. “Everyone is very focused and 
determined to give everything they have on 
the mats. Our goal, for the season, is to get 
as many kids through to sectionals as pos-
sible and have multiple wrestlers place this 
season.”

Turrone will look to Tosi and Herman for 
leadership.

 “Michael and Beckett have been leading 
the team since sophomore year and they 
continue to impress on a daily basis,” Tur-
rone said.

Hen Hud will host its annual tournament, 
Saturday, Jan. 11. The tournament has an av-
erage field of 24 teams. 

Hen Hud wrestled in the Michael Tarulli 
(Irvington) Tournament, Saturday, and fin-
ished third as all 11 wrestlers placed in the 
top six.

Belvu was a champion while Tosi, Her-
man and Curley were runners-up. McIntyre, 
Cepeda and Garcia all finished third.

Herman surpassed Turrone on Hen Hud’s 
career-wins’ list. The senior co-captain now 
owns 111 varsity wins, moving ahead of Tur-
rone’s 108.

“I am happy for Beckett,” Turrone said. 
“He works incredibly hard. I had to injury 
default him in the finals because he had fluid 
on his knee. He was not happy.”

In Coach Dave Bergen’s first two years, 

LAKELAND/PANAS has taken progres-
sive steps forward. Last year, the Rebels 
finished with an 11-10 record, including 3-3 
in the league.

A veteran returning nucleus has Bergen 
feeling good about what the season holds.

Senior Nick DeSantis and juniors, Gio 
Russo and Austin Bergen, were all-league 
selections. DeSantis recently went 5-0 
for the Rebels in the Yorktown Dual-Meet 
Tournament and earned the sportsmanship 
award. Seniors Declan Fullerton and Pat 
Hickey, along with junior Shane Coster and 
sophomore Connor McGannon complete the 
returning gore. There is a host of newcom-
ers to varsity, which should enable the Reb-
els to fill all 15 weight classes.

The newcomers include juniors Tyler 
Carter, Charlie Dubrawski and Niko Rezaj. 
The numerous sophomores are Spencer 
Maja, Hunter Dagnino, Ryan Deitrick, Ste-
ven Santalisa and Chris Ciraco.

“I like the athleticism and work ethic that 
or team has,” said Bergen, who coached the 
White Plains’ varsity team before coming to 
Lakeland/Panas. “We have a lot of natural 
athletes that work hard every day. As they 
gain experience they will improve quickly.

Our goal as always is to do better than 
last season. We will look to improve on that. 
Winning the league would be great, but we 
will have to beat some tough teams.”

OSSINING has a new, but familiar coach 
in Tom Larm. The Brewster graduate and 
former All-Section wrestler was former 
Coach Larry McRae’s assistant for seven 
years.

The Pride do return three sectional quali-
fiers, led by senior Joe Nolan, the Section 
1 285-pound runner-up and Westchester 
County champion. Sophomore Jonathan 
Benitez and Tristan Robinson-July will com-
plete the threesome.

Starting spots are open and Larm is hop-
ing that his new wrestlers accept the chal-
lenge.

“Our team has a lot of newcomers so 
we’re excited for some of them to step up 
and establish themselves in the starting 
lineup,” Larm said. “Sophomores Kwabena 
Boateng and Amaury Castro are not new to 
the sport, but are looking for breakout sea-
sons. Overall, we’re looking to grow each 
week, as a team and as individuals. If we can 
do this we will achieve our team goals and 
individual goals along the way.”

SOMERS was ahead of schedule before 
the 2019-20 preseason began.

The Tuskers did not graduate any wres-
tlers, so sixth-year Coach Ron DiSanto, Jr., 
came into preseason with an experienced re-
turning core and numerous underclassmen.

His three returning seniors are Zach Lu-
pinacci, Peter Kim and Thomas Gall, all 2019 
sectional qualifiers. Juniors A.J. D’Orazio, a 
sectional qualifier, and Michael Rivera are 
also back.

DiSanto, who wrestled for Somers and his 
uncle, Dennis DiSanto, has 15 freshmen and 
two eighth-graders competing for varsity po-
sitions.

“From 99 to 145, we have either freshmen 
or eighth-graders,” DiSanto said. “They are 
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Put Valley’s Carano Headlines List of Local Grapplers Heart & Soul Required to Make up for Scoring Death
Mahopac Takes Somers Tourney, Panas Finds its Point Guard

Putnam Valley wrestler Will Carano Jr. (L) and 
Coach Will Carano hope to continue the winning 
culture the Tigers have built last two decades.

continued on page 23

By Ray Gallagher 
Examiner Sports Editor@Directrays

Somebody has to tell it like it is in this neck 
of the woods, and for the better part of 
three decades, that task has fallen right in 
the lap of this scribe when it comes to local  
athletics. 

So, what I’m about to say shouldn't be 
taken personally, it’s just like they said in 
Hollyweird’s version of ‘The Irishman’: It is 
what it is.

The fortunes of boys’ basketball fanatics 
in and about the Northern Westchester/Put-
nam County region may rely on something 
other than talent this season. There may be 
a shortage of pure scorers, which is often cy-
clical, so it appears as though heart and soul 
will be the determining factors this winter, 
so the team that brings the most of those 
two intangibles will likely be the unit that 
makes the most noise.

Heart and soul: The utmost of one's ener-
gy, enthusiasm and determination could de-
cide the League II-C title; where teams like 
Panas, Yorktown, Brewster and Somers will 
take a run at Lakeland. With senior swing-
man Jack Kruse leading the way, Coach 
Steve Fallo’s Hornets could be one of the 
few teams in these parts to average more 
than 55-60 points per game this winter while 
many of the others, including Class AA clubs 
like Ossining, Mahopac and Carmel, plus 
Class B’s Putnam Valley, may struggle to hit 
50 on occasion.

The early indicators tell us that points will 

be at a premium this season, so you 
best be ready to defend the rim, get 
after every loose ball and drain clutch 
shots down the stretch…

The 24th annual Michael DePaoli/
Somers Basketball Tournament was 
a perfect example of heart and soul 
on full display. With host SOMERS 
(2-4) and MAHOPAC (2-2) battling 
it out for tourney bragging rights on 
Saturday, neither could score the ball 
consistently, but it was Coach Tom 
McMahon’s Indians who gutted out 
the 42-39 double overtime victory. 
Mahopac swingman Luke Syku (11 
points) secured tournament MVP 
honors and the McMahon boys de-
livered the points; with Matthew 
McMahon (11 points) and All-Tour-
nament selection Patrick McMahon 
(10 points) leading the way. Pat Mc-
Mahon’s baseline trey with :11 left 
in the second OT was a difference-
making shot.

That said, the teams combined for 
just 81 points, including the two ex-

tra sessions, so it wasn’t pretty, but the Indi-
ans gutted out a close one.

“I was very happy with the mental tough-
ness our guys showed,” Coach McMahon 
said.

Mahopac reached the finals after knocking 
off Kennedy Catholic, 56-45, in the opening 
round behind 14 points from Syku, including 
a big 3.

Tuskers Dylan Berliner and Henry Gilroy 
were named to the All-Tournament team for 
Somers, which knocked off YORKTOWN 
47-30 in the opening round Friday.

Kennedy knocked off Yorktown (1-5) in
the consy, 72-58, despite 17 points from Ed-
die Brucaj.

LAKELAND (2-2) has won its last two, 
including an 82-68 win over Bronxville be-

hind Augie Karaqi’s career-high 28 points. 
Kruse added 13 points and 15 boards.  
Michael Arcure chipped in 12 points for 
the Hornets while Aidan Welcome and Rob 
Nardelli each dropped a dime. Lakeland’s 
problem isn’t scoring points, it’s stopping 
the opposition. The height-challenged Hor-
nets can run-and-gun, but finding a defen-
sive scheme that works for them will be the 
challenge.

“That’s our challenge, to get better de-
fensively,” Kruse admitted. “All we’ve been 
focusing on is defense and rebounding.”

Byram Hills handled PANAS, 88-38 to 
win the Panthers’ holiday title, outscoring 
Panas by 51 points over the final three quar-
ters. Lorenzo Santucci paced the Panthers 
(4-1) with 16 points, including four pulls 
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Mahopac junior MVP Luke Syku pulls up for jumper in Indians’ win over Kennedy in Somers tourney 
Thursday.

Mahopac junior Vin Bastone gains lane in Indians 
win over Kennedy and Gaels Jaden Wilson and 
Connor O’Reilly in Somers tourney.

Panas’ Lukas Velez and Byram Hills’ Benji 
Hammond give 110% for loose ball in Panthers’ 
tourney final loss to Bobcats Saturday.

Panas G Alex Tavarez opened eyse against Nic Picca and 
Byram Hills in Panthers’ tourney loss to Bobcats. continued on page 23
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ing in the finals of the Mayclim Tournament 
where the Blue Devils lost to the host Ti-
gers, 69-32. 

As she is on many nights, CROTON’s 
Anna Eng, the tourney MVP, was the best 
player on the court, going for a game-high 
25 points. Tigers Erin Reynolds (14 points, 
All-Tourney) and Tamera Taylor-Moore (13 
points) led a vastly improved Croton (5-1) 
club…

Marist-bound Caitlin Weimar led the Sail-
ors with 28 points in HEN HUD’s 61-56 
loss to Harrison, but the Sailors (4-1) will 
look to rebound this weekend when they 
host a doozy of a local tournament. Mahopac 
opens against Panas on Tuesday, Dec. 17th 
at 4:30 p.m. while the host Sailors take on 
Class C heavyweight Haldane (6:30 p.m.). 
The consy and finals will be played on the 
18th at 4:30 and 6:30 p.m., respectively…

Apparently, Byram Hills is going to be a 
factor in Class A this season after its 62-
55 win over LAKELAND. Hornet Hannah 
Devane scored 25 points, hauled in eight car-
oms and continues to be a solid contributor 
for Lakeland (2-3), which held a 28-22 lead at 
the half. Taylor Hormazabal added 12 points 
while S. Pinkowski went for eight…

YORKTOWN was impressive in several 
ways during its 54-18 win over host Roos-
evelt.

While Melissa Severino had 11 points 
and five rebounds for the Huskers (3-1), 
who opened with a 22-2 run, Alyssa Perrino 
added eight points and six rebounds. All 11 
Huskers scored, including Alyssa Giannasca 
(7 points) and Lindsey Townes (6 points). 
Yorktown 30-5 at the half and showed some 
class.

“We were complimented by many people 
at Roosevelt on our good sportsmanship,” 
Husker boss Brian Mundy said. “That means 
a lot to me.”…

In the opening round of the BREWSTER 
Tournament the Bears defeated Nanuet, 60-
57, behind a pair of dynamic double-doubles 
from Alexis Mark (13 points and 10 re-

bounds) and Grace Galgano (12 points, 13 
rebounds and six blocks). Carly DeLanoy 
and Madison Dakin added 11 points apiece 
for the youthful Bears (5-0), who are well 
ahead of schedule.

In the finals, the dynamic duo of Mark 
and Galgano were back at it as the Bears 
trimmed Pelham, 33-28, to claim the champi-
onship. Mark, the tourney MVP, had another 
double-double (13 points and 12 rebounds) 
while Galgano was named all-tournament 
with nine points and 14 rebounds…

PUTNAM VALLEY is off to a hot start at 
5-1, but getting over the hump is never easy. 
If it were, there wouldn’t be a saying about 
it. Getting over the hump requires grind, the 
kind of grind that isn’t in everyone. Reigning 
Class B NYS and Federation champion Ir-
vington is more than just a hump for Section 
1 basketball foes. The Bulldogs – winners of 
five NYS Federation titles and 18 Section 1 
crowns -- are the monkey on your back, the 
team you circle on the schedule, and every 
other cliché in sports… for good reason.

Putnam Valley was as close as it’s ever 
been to getting over that hump until Bull-
dog Grace Thybulle reminded everyone 
why Irvington is usually the team to beat in 
Class B.

On the game’s final possession, the Irving-
ton center used her height, which is Putnam 
valley’s kryptonite, to seal a 47-45 win over 
the visiting Tigers. Thybulle denied a base-
line drive with a clean steal, preventing PV’s 
last-ditch attempt at getting over the hump.

Putnam Valley G Kelli Venizia stroked 
four 3’s and scored 14 points to lead the 
Tigers, along with promising freshman Eva 

Dechent (14 points). Ti-
ger Arriana Stockinger 
finished with 11. Putnam 
Valley shot poorly from the 
field (8 for 29) in the first 
half and played without the 
services of veteran Cyera 
Daughtry (head trauma); 
two keys they hope to 
improve upon should the 
Tigers and Bulldogs meet 
again.

The undermanned Ti-
gers finished the game 
with nine 3-pointers, 
which kept them afloat.

PV posted a 40-30 
bounce-back win over Har-
rison. DeChent led the Ti-
gers with 12 points. Vene-
zia (9 points) and Amanda 
Orlando (8 points) were 
big contributors.

In Putnam Valley’s 48-
18 trouncing of Westlake, 
DeChent led all scorers 
with 20 while Venezia, who 
is inching close to 1,000 
career points, added 13 for 
the Tigers.
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Heart & Soul Required to Make up for Scoring Death

all unproven, but have a lot of potential. We
will get them some JV experience and we 
need to have some wrestle-offs before we 
know who will make the varsity lineup.”

DiSanto will rely on his returning wres-
tlers to provide leadership and guidance to 
their younger teammates.

“I expect our experienced middle to up-
per weights to provide a solid core and set 
the tone,” DiSanto said. “I expect some 
growing pains from our younger, light to 
middleweights but I believe that many of 
our young guys are ready to make an im-
pact on varsity and I cannot wait to see 
who steps up and how much they improve 
throughout the season.”

Somers will host its annual Eric D'Agnese 
Memorial Somers Tournament (41st year), 
Saturday, January 4th.

from downtown. 
Panas point guard Alex Tavarez burst onto 

the scene in the Panthers’ 57-31 opening-
round win over Woodlands, going for three 
and-one finishes in the second quarter alone 
and scoring a career-high 17 points. The 
freshman showed major handles, the abil-
ity to create his own shot and finish. Panas 
Coach Mike Auerbach might have been eas-
ing him in, but the cat is out of the bag on 
this kid.

“He’s a very good ball handler and can get 
to the basket,” Auerbach said. “He’s got a 
good mid-range game, floaters, and he finds 
a way to get a good shot off in traffic. His 
outside shot has improved a ton too since 
last year. He’s good enough from 3 to keep 
teams honest. He’s very lanky for a ninth 
grader. He can be disruptive defensively 
with his length. He anticipates well, too. He 
can get you two or three steals a game guy 
right now.”

Caleb Evans (12) and Arturo Macchia (10) 
were also in double figures. 

You know what oughta be a lot of fun 
this winter? Each time Lakeland and Panas 
square off…

CARMEL (3-3) knocked off host BREW-
STER (0-3) Saturday, 51-48, behind some 
clutch shots down the stretch. Drew Fiore 
went for a career-high 18 points while Jar-
ed Garcia added 14, including the go-ahead 
hoop…

PEEKSKILL (2-3) finished a disappoint-
ing fourth place in the Fox Lane tournament, 
losing to both Fox Lane and John Jay. Anto-

nio Taylor finished with 20 points against 
both Jay and the Foxes, who held the Red 
Devils to just 45 points…

OSSINING lost to Ramapo, 61-56, and 
fell to 2-3. The Pride saw Khy’Leil Hawkins 
play a well-rounded game with 23 points, 
four rebounds and four assist while Jaden 
Carr added 16 points and dished five assists.

Somers G Matt Lipski pulls down rebound 
in Tuskers’ opening-round tourney win over 
Yorktown.

By Ray Gallagher 
Examiner Sports Editor@Directrays

The 2020 season is shaping up nicely in the 
early stages for several of the local clubs.

WALTER PANAS is going through a 
prime period in its history, having reached 
the County Center in two of the last three 
seasons, and, seemingly, having more than 
enough to get back there in 2020 should the 
Panthers cash in their chips in late February. 

Panas (3-1) won its holiday tournament 
in convincing fashion Saturday, taking out 
Peekskill, 75-25, behind 22 points and an 
MVP effort from G Cailean Nolan. Panther 
G Kristen Cinquina provided a solid second 
scoring option and went for 18 points and 
was named to the all-tournament team. 

“Both of them were excellent last year, 
but both have added new dimensions to 
their games,” Panas Coach Matt Evange-
lista said. “They both worked very hard in 
the offseason to improve their strengths like 
shooting, but also added things like driving 
floaters and pull-up jumpers to make them 
even more dangerous offensively. Both have 
really committed to their defense as well; 
each is averaging four steals per game.”

The Red Devils placed seventh-grad-
er Bethany Overby (8 points) and Takyla 
Cowan-Hongach (6) on the All-Tourney 
team. Overby is legit #EyesOn.

In the opening round of the Panas tourna-
ment, Peekskill (1-4) beat Keio 42-36 when 
Cowan-Hongach dropped18 points, dished 
five assists and notched five steals. Overby 
had nine points. 

Panas took care of business with a 51-29 
win over Beacon when Cinquina (13 points) 
nailed three 3’s in the third quarter. Nolan 
finished with a game-high 15. Panas played 
suffocating defense throughout the tourna-
ment…

Down 17-2 in the opening round of the 
Somers tournament, KENNEDY Coach 
Len Yearwood kept the Gaels focused on 
the big picture; four quarters of basketball. 

After one of their worst 
quarters of the young sea-
son, Kennedy rode the ef-
forts of Taylor Brenneman 
(24 points, 6 rebounds) and 
Erin Brann (16 points, 12 
boards) to a 59-55 come-
from-behind win over 
Section 1 Class AA MA-
HOPAC last Thursday.

“We just stayed focused 
on the things we knew we 
could control,” Yearwood 
said. “We knew we started 
with no energy. I just kept 
telling them to flip that 
switch and give yourselves 
a chance, and they did. 
They showed great heart!”

Kennedy did not sus-
tain that momentum in 
the finals, losing to Horace 
Mann… 

Mahopac (2-1) managed 
to bounce back in the consy 
round against SOMERS, 
defeating the Tuskers 51-
46. Indian sophomore Mel-
anie DeMeo (6 points) ran
the point and was named
to the All-Tourney team

while F Caitlin O’Boyle (14 points), Kristina 
Rush (9 points) and Lauren Beberman (9), 
who drained a 3 with 6:39 to play and gave 
the Indians a 42-29 lead, balanced the score 
sheet. 

Somers senior G Dani DiCintio made 
things very dicey when she hit from behind 
the arc, made a steal and converted the layup 
to bring the Tuskers (0-4) within a point (47-
46) with under a minute left. DeMeo, Rush
and Beberman combined to go 5 for 8 from
the stripe down the stretch to seal the deal.

DiCintio, the lone holdover from the 
Somers team that reached the state Final 4 
back in 2017, hit five bombs from distance 
and scored 11 points in the fourth, 25 over-
all, to make the All-Tournament team…

In Class C HALDANE’s 55-54 win over 
Class AA CARMEL in the opening round of 
Croton’s Mayclim Tournament, Blue Devil 
Bela Monteleone knocked down a career-
high 28 points, collared seven rebounds and 
grabbed four steals to propel the Blue Devils 
(2-2) to the championship game. Olivia Mc-
Dermott (nine points, five steals and two as-
sists) and Molly Siegel (eight points and four 
rebounds) each stepped up. Daniella Bello 
put up 14 points while Caroline McIntyre 
added 12 points for the Rams (2-3), who 
erased an 11-point halftime deficit and were 
up by one heading into the fourth quarter. 

Haldane could not keep the good time roll-
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Mahopac freshman G Kristina Rush is chased by Kennedy junior G Julia Apap in Indians’ 59-55 loss to 
Gaels in Somers tourney last Thursday.

Mahopac sophomore G Melanie DeMaio goes
up for two in Indians’ loss to Julia Apap and
Kennedy Gaels. (2)

Mahopac freshman G Lauren Beberman is 
checked by Kennedy junior G Taylor Brenneman 
in Indians’ 59-55 loss to Gaels.

Mahopac junior F Caitlyn O’Boyle runs through Kennedy junior G 
Taylor Brenneman in Indians’ 59-55 loss to Gaels last Thursday. continued on next page

Panas’ Alexis Turner takes run at Peekskill’s Afua 
Yeboar in Panthers’ 75-25 rout of Red Devils 
Saturday.

Peekskill’s Sage North tries to gain baseline on Panas’ Kristen Cinquina 
in Red Devils’ 75-25 loss to Panthers in Panas tourney final.

continued frompage 21
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ing in the finals of the Mayclim Tournament 
where the Blue Devils lost to the host Ti-
gers, 69-32. 

As she is on many nights, CROTON’s 
Anna Eng, the tourney MVP, was the best 
player on the court, going for a game-high 
25 points. Tigers Erin Reynolds (14 points, 
All-Tourney) and Tamera Taylor-Moore (13 
points) led a vastly improved Croton (5-1) 
club…

Marist-bound Caitlin Weimar led the Sail-
ors with 28 points in HEN HUD’s 61-56 
loss to Harrison, but the Sailors (4-1) will 
look to rebound this weekend when they 
host a doozy of a local tournament. Mahopac 
opens against Panas on Tuesday, Dec. 17th 
at 4:30 p.m. while the host Sailors take on 
Class C heavyweight Haldane (6:30 p.m.). 
The consy and finals will be played on the 
18th at 4:30 and 6:30 p.m., respectively…

Apparently, Byram Hills is going to be a 
factor in Class A this season after its 62-
55 win over LAKELAND. Hornet Hannah 
Devane scored 25 points, hauled in eight car-
oms and continues to be a solid contributor 
for Lakeland (2-3), which held a 28-22 lead at 
the half. Taylor Hormazabal added 12 points 
while S. Pinkowski went for eight…

YORKTOWN was impressive in several 
ways during its 54-18 win over host Roos-
evelt.

While Melissa Severino had 11 points 
and five rebounds for the Huskers (3-1), 
who opened with a 22-2 run, Alyssa Perrino 
added eight points and six rebounds. All 11 
Huskers scored, including Alyssa Giannasca 
(7 points) and Lindsey Townes (6 points). 
Yorktown 30-5 at the half and showed some 
class.

“We were complimented by many people 
at Roosevelt on our good sportsmanship,” 
Husker boss Brian Mundy said. “That means 
a lot to me.”…

In the opening round of the BREWSTER 
Tournament the Bears defeated Nanuet, 60-
57, behind a pair of dynamic double-doubles 
from Alexis Mark (13 points and 10 re-

bounds) and Grace Galgano (12 points, 13 
rebounds and six blocks). Carly DeLanoy 
and Madison Dakin added 11 points apiece 
for the youthful Bears (5-0), who are well 
ahead of schedule.

In the finals, the dynamic duo of Mark 
and Galgano were back at it as the Bears 
trimmed Pelham, 33-28, to claim the champi-
onship. Mark, the tourney MVP, had another 
double-double (13 points and 12 rebounds) 
while Galgano was named all-tournament 
with nine points and 14 rebounds…

PUTNAM VALLEY is off to a hot start at 
5-1, but getting over the hump is never easy.
If it were, there wouldn’t be a saying about
it. Getting over the hump requires grind, the
kind of grind that isn’t in everyone. Reigning
Class B NYS and Federation champion Ir-
vington is more than just a hump for Section
1 basketball foes. The Bulldogs – winners of
five NYS Federation titles and 18 Section 1
crowns -- are the monkey on your back, the
team you circle on the schedule, and every
other cliché in sports… for good reason.

Putnam Valley was as close as it’s ever 
been to getting over that hump until Bull-
dog Grace Thybulle reminded everyone 
why Irvington is usually the team to beat in  
Class B.

On the game’s final possession, the Irving-
ton center used her height, which is Putnam 
valley’s kryptonite, to seal a 47-45 win over 
the visiting Tigers. Thybulle denied a base-
line drive with a clean steal, preventing PV’s 
last-ditch attempt at getting over the hump.

Putnam Valley G Kelli Venizia stroked 
four 3’s and scored 14 points to lead the 
Tigers, along with promising freshman Eva 

Dechent (14 points). Ti-
ger Arriana Stockinger 
finished with 11. Putnam 
Valley shot poorly from the 
field (8 for 29) in the first 
half and played without the 
services of veteran Cyera 
Daughtry (head trauma); 
two keys they hope to 
improve upon should the 
Tigers and Bulldogs meet 
again.

The undermanned Ti-
gers finished the game 
with nine 3-pointers, 
which kept them afloat.

PV posted a 40-30 
bounce-back win over Har-
rison. DeChent led the Ti-
gers with 12 points. Vene-
zia (9 points) and Amanda 
Orlando (8 points) were 
big contributors.

In Putnam Valley’s 48-
18 trouncing of Westlake, 
DeChent led all scorers 
with 20 while Venezia, who 
is inching close to 1,000 
career points, added 13 for 
the Tigers.
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Heart & Soul Required to Make up for Scoring Death

all unproven, but have a lot of potential. We 
will get them some JV experience and we 
need to have some wrestle-offs before we 
know who will make the varsity lineup.”

DiSanto will rely on his returning wres-
tlers to provide leadership and guidance to 
their younger teammates.

“I expect our experienced middle to up-
per weights to provide a solid core and set 
the tone,” DiSanto said. “I expect some 
growing pains from our younger, light to 
middleweights but I believe that many of 
our young guys are ready to make an im-
pact on varsity and I cannot wait to see 
who steps up and how much they improve 
throughout the season.”

Somers will host its annual Eric D'Agnese 
Memorial Somers Tournament (41st year), 
Saturday, January 4th.

from downtown. 
Panas point guard Alex Tavarez burst onto 

the scene in the Panthers’ 57-31 opening-
round win over Woodlands, going for three 
and-one finishes in the second quarter alone 
and scoring a career-high 17 points. The 
freshman showed major handles, the abil-
ity to create his own shot and finish. Panas 
Coach Mike Auerbach might have been eas-
ing him in, but the cat is out of the bag on 
this kid.

“He’s a very good ball handler and can get 
to the basket,” Auerbach said. “He’s got a 
good mid-range game, floaters, and he finds 
a way to get a good shot off in traffic. His 
outside shot has improved a ton too since 
last year. He’s good enough from 3 to keep 
teams honest. He’s very lanky for a ninth 
grader. He can be disruptive defensively 
with his length. He anticipates well, too. He 
can get you two or three steals a game guy 
right now.” 

Caleb Evans (12) and Arturo Macchia (10) 
were also in double figures. 

You know what oughta be a lot of fun 
this winter? Each time Lakeland and Panas 
square off…

CARMEL (3-3) knocked off host BREW-
STER (0-3) Saturday, 51-48, behind some 
clutch shots down the stretch. Drew Fiore 
went for a career-high 18 points while Jar-
ed Garcia added 14, including the go-ahead 
hoop…

PEEKSKILL (2-3) finished a disappoint-
ing fourth place in the Fox Lane tournament, 
losing to both Fox Lane and John Jay. Anto-

nio Taylor finished with 20 points against 
both Jay and the Foxes, who held the Red 
Devils to just 45 points…

OSSINING lost to Ramapo, 61-56, and 
fell to 2-3. The Pride saw Khy’Leil Hawkins 
play a well-rounded game with 23 points, 
four rebounds and four assist while Jaden 
Carr added 16 points and dished five assists.

Somers G Matt Lipski pulls down rebound 
in Tuskers’ opening-round tourney win over 
Yorktown.

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor@Directrays

The 2020 season is shaping up nicely in the 
early stages for several of the local clubs.

WALTER PANAS is going through a 
prime period in its history, having reached 
the County Center in two of the last three 
seasons, and, seemingly, having more than 
enough to get back there in 2020 should the 
Panthers cash in their chips in late February. 

Panas (3-1) won its holiday tournament 
in convincing fashion Saturday, taking out 
Peekskill, 75-25, behind 22 points and an 
MVP effort from G Cailean Nolan. Panther 
G Kristen Cinquina provided a solid second 
scoring option and went for 18 points and 
was named to the all-tournament team. 

“Both of them were excellent last year, 
but both have added new dimensions to 
their games,” Panas Coach Matt Evange-
lista said. “They both worked very hard in 
the offseason to improve their strengths like 
shooting, but also added things like driving 
floaters and pull-up jumpers to make them 
even more dangerous offensively. Both have 
really committed to their defense as well; 
each is averaging four steals per game.”

The Red Devils placed seventh-grad-
er Bethany Overby (8 points) and Takyla 
Cowan-Hongach (6) on the All-Tourney 
team. Overby is legit #EyesOn.

In the opening round of the Panas tourna-
ment, Peekskill (1-4) beat Keio 42-36 when 
Cowan-Hongach dropped18 points, dished 
five assists and notched five steals. Overby 
had nine points. 

Panas took care of business with a 51-29 
win over Beacon when Cinquina (13 points) 
nailed three 3’s in the third quarter. Nolan 
finished with a game-high 15. Panas played 
suffocating defense throughout the tourna-
ment…

Down 17-2 in the opening round of the 
Somers tournament, KENNEDY Coach 
Len Yearwood kept the Gaels focused on 
the big picture; four quarters of basketball. 

After one of their worst 
quarters of the young sea-
son, Kennedy rode the ef-
forts of Taylor Brenneman 
(24 points, 6 rebounds) and 
Erin Brann (16 points, 12 
boards) to a 59-55 come-
from-behind win over 
Section 1 Class AA MA-
HOPAC last Thursday.

“We just stayed focused 
on the things we knew we 
could control,” Yearwood 
said. “We knew we started 
with no energy. I just kept 
telling them to flip that 
switch and give yourselves 
a chance, and they did. 
They showed great heart!”

Kennedy did not sus-
tain that momentum in 
the finals, losing to Horace 
Mann… 

Mahopac (2-1) managed 
to bounce back in the consy 
round against SOMERS, 
defeating the Tuskers 51-
46. Indian sophomore Mel-
anie DeMeo (6 points) ran 
the point and was named 
to the All-Tourney team 

while F Caitlin O’Boyle (14 points), Kristina 
Rush (9 points) and Lauren Beberman (9), 
who drained a 3 with 6:39 to play and gave 
the Indians a 42-29 lead, balanced the score 
sheet. 

Somers senior G Dani DiCintio made 
things very dicey when she hit from behind 
the arc, made a steal and converted the layup 
to bring the Tuskers (0-4) within a point (47-
46) with under a minute left. DeMeo, Rush 
and Beberman combined to go 5 for 8 from 
the stripe down the stretch to seal the deal.

DiCintio, the lone holdover from the 
Somers team that reached the state Final 4 
back in 2017, hit five bombs from distance 
and scored 11 points in the fourth, 25 over-
all, to make the All-Tournament team…

In Class C HALDANE’s 55-54 win over 
Class AA CARMEL in the opening round of 
Croton’s Mayclim Tournament, Blue Devil 
Bela Monteleone knocked down a career-
high 28 points, collared seven rebounds and 
grabbed four steals to propel the Blue Devils 
(2-2) to the championship game. Olivia Mc-
Dermott (nine points, five steals and two as-
sists) and Molly Siegel (eight points and four 
rebounds) each stepped up. Daniella Bello 
put up 14 points while Caroline McIntyre 
added 12 points for the Rams (2-3), who 
erased an 11-point halftime deficit and were 
up by one heading into the fourth quarter.

Haldane could not keep the good time roll-

RAY GALLAGHER/RICK KUPERBERG PHOTOS

Mahopac freshman G Kristina Rush is chased by Kennedy junior G Julia Apap in Indians’ 59-55 loss to 
Gaels in Somers tourney last Thursday.

Mahopac sophomore G Melanie DeMaio goes
up for two in Indians’ loss to Julia Apap and
Kennedy Gaels. (2)

Mahopac freshman G Lauren Beberman is 
checked by Kennedy junior G Taylor Brenneman 
in Indians’ 59-55 loss to Gaels.

Mahopac junior F Caitlyn O’Boyle runs through Kennedy junior G 
Taylor Brenneman in Indians’ 59-55 loss to Gaels last Thursday. continued on next page

Panas’ Alexis Turner takes run at Peekskill’s Afua 
Yeboar in Panthers’ 75-25 rout of Red Devils 
Saturday.

Peekskill’s Sage North tries to gain baseline on Panas’ Kristen Cinquina 
in Red Devils’ 75-25 loss to Panthers in Panas tourney final.
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Kennedy Catholic C Erin Brann, a 6’1” senior who hails from Brewster, denies -- then hammers (inset) -- Mahopac junior F Shannon Becker in the Gaels’ 59-55 come-from-behind triumph of the Indians last 
Thursday in the opening round of the 24th annual Michael DePaoli Tournament at Somers High School. Brann’s double-double (16 points, 12 boards) helped the Gaels advance to Saturday’s title tilt against 
Horace Mann who defeated the Gaels 65-51 in Saturday’s title tilt despite another solid effort from Brann (10 points, 9 boards)... see Girls’ Hoops Notebook
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