
By Anna Young
A large group of gun rights advocates 

assembled in the blistering heat Saturday 
afternoon outside Carmel’s Historic 
Courthouse to push back against efforts to 
create stricter gun control laws that they 
believe would hinder their constitutional 
right to bear arms. 

With the demonstration attracting 
roughly 70 people carrying signs reading 
“Firearms protect children,” and “Making 
good people helpless doesn’t make bad 
people harmless,” residents stressed the 
essential need to remain protected and 
armed from those who could pose a 
threat. 

“I’m not for people buying guns and 
going out and shooting people. I’m for 
people buying guns to keep just in case 
they need to protect their families,” said 
a Putnam Valley resident who wished 
to remain anonymous in fear of her 
neighbors retaliating. “As long as the bad 
people have guns, the good people need 
to protect themselves too. Our Second 
Amendment protects us and gives us the 
ability to protect our family.”

While demonstrators harshly criticized 
The Journal News for publishing the 
names and addresses of pistol permit 
holders in the Lower Hudson Valley  in 
the wake of the massacre in Newtown, 
Connecticut, they praised County 
Executive MaryEllen Odell, a Republican, 
for withholding residents’ information 
from the “malicious paper.” The case dates 
all the way back to Dec. 2012. 

“We are very patriotic and very grateful 
New York’s finest have decided to make 
this place their home,” Odell said. “By 
doing so it just makes us all that much 
safer, which was why it was so important 
we did advocate for the right to privacy 
for those individuals to keep not only 
them but their families safe, and of course 
the community and its entirety safe as we 
could.”

With tragedies of gun violence 
occurring nationwide, Odell stressed 
the importance of reinforcing law 
enforcement officials with the best 
training the county can afford. She said its 

By David Propper
A contentious school year in Brewster 

came to an end last week when school 
chief Dr. Valerie Henning-Piedmonte 
announced her decision to leave the 
district at the conclusion of next school 
year. 

The Brewster Board of Education 
accepted Henning-Piedmonte’s 
resignation effective July 31, 2019. The 
impending change in leadership comes 
after a torrent of criticism and controversy 
hit the district over the past several 
months, with Henning-Piedmonte facing 
the brunt of the anger and unrest from 
parents and other concerned community 
members. 

Henning-Piedmonte notified school 
board members of her future prior to 
Tuesday evening’s meeting, which was the 
last meeting of this school year. 

“I want to thank you for giving me the 
opportunity to serve as Superintendent 
of Schools,” Henning wrote. “This 
letter serves as my notice to you that 
I am resigning from my position as 
Superintendent of Schools.”

Outgoing board president Dr. Stephen 

Jambor said while her resignation 
caught him by surprise, he understood 
how Henning-Piedmonte was brought 
emotionally to that decision. 

Jambor expressed disappointment that 
the board was unable to get a contract 
extension in place by the last meeting 
before a new board took over, which 

seemingly contributed to Henning-
Piedmonte resigning.

When Jambor got the resignation letter, 
his first thought was “dang, there’s got to 
be a way we can change this.” When the 
two spoke soon after, Jambor said the 
tone in her voice indicated she was ready 
to move on.

With the board facing criticism over 
an apparent lack of transparency, Jambor 
thinks the board didn’t want to make a 
decision over her contract in the “11th 
hour.”

“They’re a little gun shy now,” Jambor 
said of the board. “They’re not going to 
push the point, they’re going to be more 
careful.”

Henning-Piedmonte, who has been 
in education for 25 years, came to the 
district during the 2013-2014 year as 
assistant superintendent for curriculum, 
instruction and assessment and was 
promoted two years later to deputy 
superintendent. In Aug. 2016, she was 
promoted to superintendent, replacing 
Timothy Conway.  

The opposition against Henning-
Piedmonte swelled as budget season 

ramped up when it was discovered that 
Henning-Piedmonte was paid $4,923 for 
five unused vacation days, even though 
the move was never approved during 
the public portion of a meeting. As the 
Brewster district proposed about a dozen 
staff position cuts, the board retroactively 
approved the payment to Henning-
Piedmonte following the revelations, 
leading to further discord between the 
community and district leadership. 

A day later, Henning-Piedmonte wrote 
to the community she was going to give 
back the vacation pay and her and other 
administrators were going to freeze their 
salaries and contribute more to their 
health insurance. 

Nevertheless, the first proposed budget 
failed by less than 200 votes on May 15, 
even though it remained under the New 
York State tax cap. The second budget 
offered was easily approved on June 19. 

“This is a very strong woman who 
we had watched withstand a lot of 
challenges,” Jambor said. “She stood up 
better than I could have. Anybody else in 
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By Anna Young  
The only town election Putnam 

County will see this year is taking place 
in the Town of Kent as Republican Chris 
Ruthven and Democrat Gary Link face 
off in the special election. 

The seat would fill the remainder of 
former Councilman Scott Chin’s term, 
who resigned earlier this year after he 
moved out of town. Currently in the seat 
is Christine Woolley, a Republican, until 
the end of the year. The local election 
would be held in November. 

While Ruthven has never been 
involved in politics, he believes his role 
as the county’s deputy commissioner of 
parks has given him the experience and 
knowledge to make beneficial change. 

“I am running because I’ve lived here 
for 20 years, I’m raising my family here 
and we’re involved in this community,” 
Ruthven said. “We want to invest in this 
community for the best of our children. 
I want to make this a better place for all 
my neighbors and family.”

The 46-year-old first-time candidate 
cited the lake, infrastructure, roads, 
highways and a lack of business as areas 
that need focus. He said driving down 
Route 52 and seeing empty storefronts 
doesn’t create an inviting atmosphere for 
other retailers to bring their businesses 
into the town. 

“Not having businesses is hurting 

other businesses because it’s not inviting,” 
Ruthven said. “We want to encourage 
more small business to come into our 
community and the town is favorable in 
business. 

Ruthven added that the highway 
department also needs an upgrade. 
He said the department has worked 
effectively with limited resources but 
needs more fiscal backing. 

With 20 years spent as Putnam 
County’s deputy commissioner of parks, 
Ruthven said he has a familiarity with 
the infrastructure work within the town 

and working with different departments, 
including the highway department. He 
said his hands-on knowledge in areas 
of purchasing, budgets, contracts and 
negotiations would be beneficial if he’s 
elected to the board. 

“I believe watching what’s going on in 
the town, my experience and knowledge 
would be beneficial,” Ruthven, who is 
overall satisfied with the job the town 
has been doing, said. “I’m more than 
willing to do my civic duty.”

As for Link, he too, is motivated to 
make the town a better place for his 
fellow taxpayers. 

The 54-year old first-time candidate, 

who is the deputy town assessor in the 
Town of Greenburgh, said with his kids 
grown up, he has the opportunity to give 
back to the community he’s lived in for 
30 years. 

“I wanted to give back to Kent and 
I felt this would be the best way,” Link 
said. “I’m not really a politician. I have 
no desire to go for another office, I just 
want to do what I can, and I felt this 
would be the best way.”

Link, who spent nine years as Kent’s 
tax assessor, wants to build on Supervisor 
Maureen Fleming’s efforts to maintain 
taxes. If elected, Link said he would 
focus his efforts on commercial and 
residential growth to take the burden off 
the taxpayer. He said his biggest concern 
is that taxes are too high with too much 
vacant land in town.

Link said he would work diligently 
with local businesses and community 
members to revitalize the Route 52 
corridor to help offset taxes. He said it’s 
imperative to strengthen the tax base by 
filling empty store fronts and accelerating 
the growth of responsible businesses 
in the downtown. He wants to set up a 
committee of different stakeholders to 
improve the corridor.

“The idea is to come up with a plan for 
a vision for that corridor,” Link said. 

continued on page 8
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Q: If I have chronic back pain, will I need surgery? 
A: Not necessarily. There are plenty of effective 
non-surgical solutions for back pain, and over 80 
percent of people with back pain respond to non-
invasive treatment. When you first see a medical 
provider – whether it’s your primary care provider, a 
chiropractor, a physiatrist, or an orthopedist – you’ll 
undergo a thorough examination. For most patients, 
a care provider will recommend over-the-counter 
anti-inflammatory medicines (naproxen, ibuprofen), 
a program of stretching and exercise, and perhaps 
modalities such as heat massage, muscle stimulation, 
and physical therapy. 

Q: What if my back still feels lousy after 
a week or two?    
A: For the one in five patients who don’t respond to 
non-invasive treatments, a medical care provider may 
recommend an MRI or a CAT scan to determine whether 
a disc – the rubbery cushioning between the vertebral 
bones of the spine –  is pressing on a nerve in the spinal 
cord. If the imaging doesn’t reveal any problems, you may 
get a prescription for stronger anti-inflammatory drugs 
or pain killers. For some patients, an epidural injection of 
steroids may help calm inflammation that’s triggering pain. 

Q: What if I have disc problems and 
my pain won’t go away? 
A: When there is a lot of arthritis in the spine, a patient’s 
mobility is already limited and fusing the vertebrae is 
often the best choice. However, if the spine is relatively 
healthy, an artificial disc will help preserve natural 
motion and prevent deterioration of adjacent discs, 
compared to fusion. The artificial disc is made of a 
soft plastic center placed between metal alloy plates. 

Q: What is recovery like for this procedure?
A: New, minimally invasive techniques, limit damage 
to surrounding muscles and nerves, and as a result, 
patients recover much faster. The surgery can be done 
on an outpatient basis and risks are minimal. After 
a week or two of soreness, patients begin physical 
therapy and many are back to normal activities in less 
than six weeks. I remember a disc replacement patient 
who came in for her follow up 10 days after surgery. 
Her sciatica was completely gone and she was able to 
stop taking pain medications. Every patient is different, 
of course, but the vast majority of patients experience 
significant improvements post-surgery.

Do You Have Back Pain?
Treatment has come a long way: 
Here’s what you need to know…

400 East Main Street  |  Mount Kisco, NY 10549    
914.666.1200  |  www.nwhc.net

Ask the Doctor
Ezriel Kornel, MD, FACS
Director, Neurosciences
Orthopedic and Spine Institute
Northern Westchester Hospital

Learn more about 
Dr. Kornel, visit 
nwhorthoandspine.org/
DrKornel
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By Kristen McNerney
The Brewster Public Library celebrated 

the first phase of a series of new additions 
with a ribbon cutting ceremony last 
Saturday. 

The additions include an outdoor patio 
area and an extended downstairs space 
with a new program room and office. The 
construction began in mid-December 
and was completed in an impressive 
and timely fashion, said library director, 
Gina Loprinzo, who is thrilled with how 
quickly the first phase was finished. 

The second phase, which will be 
completed next year, will include an 
upstairs meeting space to seat 50 people 
and a two-story addition on the back 
of the building with an extended adult 
collection. Loprinzo said that she looks 
forward to a “packed summer” of 
children’s activities. 

Kicking off with a summer reading 
program that immediately began 
following the ribbon cutting, children will 
have the ability to receive raffle tickets for 
completing books and can be awarded 
various prizes for their reading. 

Friends of the Brewster Public Library, a 

non-profit led by Kyle Gossenlink, has also 
contributed to the library’s development, 
currently overseeing a “kindness rock” 

activity, where visitors can paint rocks 
with positive messages that will be 
displayed in a “kindness garden” out front 
for community inspiration. 

Guests of the ribbon cutting included 
members from Brewster Chamber of 
Commerce members, Southeast town 
board members and Brewster village 
trustees, County Executive MaryEllen 
Odell and Assemblyman Kevin Byrne. 

Odell welcomed the innovations, 
commenting on the patio seating which 
she believes will draw more visitors. 
She called libraries “the heart of the 

community” and is grateful for continued 
public support of them. 

Byrne briefly discussed his work in 
Albany, declaring, “whenever we go 
through the budget process, library is 
always something I continue to fight 
for.” He spoke of a statewide $1 million 
increase for library funding, following the 
debate over public libraries’ significance. 

Thanks goes to a partial state grant, said 
the library’s Board of Trustees president, 
Peter Carey, but “mostly to Brewster and 
Southeast taxpayers,” who approved a 
$2.9 million bond for the construction.

First Phase of Brewster Library Construction Celebrated

KrisTen MCnerneY PHoTo
The Brewster Public Library celebrated the first 
phase of  a series of  new additions with a ribbon 
cutting ceremony on last saturday. 

 
 

Towne Bus  
 

OPEN HOUSE 
Thursday, July 12, 2018 

9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Local 456 Teamsters 

160 South Central Avenue  
Elmsford, NY  10523 

(914) 592-9500  
 

VAN DRIVERS - $16.81/hr. (as of 9/1/18)  
BIG BUS DRIVERS - $22.98/hr. (as of 9/1/18)  
(We offer a guarantee of 30 hours per week) 

 
Towne Bus, a leading school bus company, is now interviewing and hiring Van 
Drivers and Big Bus Drivers for our Bedford yard.  
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845.278.7070
Service@feehaninsurance.com

FeehanInsurance.com

2350 Route 6, Brewster, NY 10509

Insuring New York and Connecticut 
businesses and families for more 

than 30 years.

845.278.7070
Service@feehaninsurance.com

FeehanInsurance.com

2350 Route 6, Brewster, NY 10509

Insuring New York and Connecticut 
businesses and families for more 

than 30 years.

Have a 
Happy & Safe 

4th of July

       Olympic Diner
Route 6, Mahopac 845-628-0876 • www.olympic-diner.com

Welcome To Olympic Family Diner
American Cuisine Mediterranean Cuisine

$2199

1 1/2 LB. LOBSTER 
Stuffed Broiled Lobster 

with soup or salad, potato

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner Specials Every Day!
Homemade Dinners, 

Pastas and Sautees Made to order

 Senior Citizen Specials starting at $13.99, 2pm to 5pm 

PASTAS & 
SAUTEES 
MADE TO
ORDER

$12.99

FRESH 
BROILED 
SEAFOOD 
DINNERS
WITH SOUP OR SALAD, 
POTATO & VEGETABLE

STEAKS & 
CHOPS
WITH SOUP 
OR SALAD, 
POTATO & 
VEGETABLE 

TRY
OUR NEW
OLYMPIC 
SEAFOOD 

COMBINATIONS!

BREAKFAST 
SPECIALS 
COMPLETE
Includes 2 Eggs,
Hot Coffee & Juice

7 AM to 11 AM

GOURMET 
SALAD 
SPECIALS

FROM$12.99

This Month’s 
Special

EARLY BIRD
SPECIALS

SERVED ALL DAY 
FROM $12.99

EARLY BIRD

LUNCH 
SPECIALS 
COMPLETE
(includes Soup
& Dessert)
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her shoes would have probably done the 
same thing.”

Despite the past few months being 
mired in combativeness between the 
district office and the community, 
Henning-Piedmonte can point to several 
accomplishments during her time with 
the district. 

The district implemented a strategic 
coherence plan, which is a 21st century 
blueprint for the school system, adopted 

the Teachers College Reading and Writing 
Workshop in grades K-5 as the ELA 
curriculum and the Project Lead the Way 
STEM curriculum, and implemented 
one-on-one chromebooks. 

She also oversaw the completion of a 
$38.9 million construction project and 
helped establish the Brewster Community 
Learning Center to offer low cost learning 
opportunities to residents and non-
residents

Henning-Piedmonte’s announcement 
left social media in Brewster circles abuzz 

last week.
One oft-critic of the district’s leadership, 

Robert Cullen, said Henning-Piedmonte’s 
tenure in Brewster was “disappointing 
and costly to the district.”

“From the new logo fiasco to her secretly 
approved vacation day payout her tenure 
left a lot to be desired,” Cullen, a former 
Southeast councilman, said. “Hopefully 
the board will find a new superintendent 
of schools that parents and teachers can 
respect.” 

Incoming school board member, Eric 
Grutzner, who was the top vote getter 
this past May, said he looked forward to 
helping select the new school chief. Any 
new superintendent would need to be 
willing to work with the board and school 

staff within the district to solve some of 
the concerns in the community, he said. 

“I’m hoping that we’re just going to keep 
moving the district forward,” Grutzner 
said. “and really try to find a candidate 
to do a good job of reflecting the district 
and its needs and at the same time always 
looking out for the best interest of every 
student.”

Jambor, whose last board meeting was 
last week, said he thinks the new board 
should conduct a wide-open, national 
search, even though the last two school 
leaders were in-house candidates. He 
added the process must be as transparent 
as possible. 

“I would love for us to stay on a winning 
path,” Jambor said. 

imperative that when people are running 
away from an incident that the officers 
are equipped with the proper skill set and 
training. 

Throughout the peaceful protest, 
attendees were greeted with music, food, 
drinks, and several raffles with up to 
$3,000 in prizes. Giveaways included, gift 
cards to Precision Armory in Carmel, 
firearm simulator sessions, lessons at 
the gun range and others. Participants 
were also encouraged to join the Putnam 
County Firearm Owners Association.

“I’ve been a staunch advocate of the 
second amendment because I believe 
it not only keeps everyone safe, but in 
particular women and women with 
children. It keeps us in a position where if 
we’re confronted with evil at least we have 
some kind of chance,” said Cold Spring 
resident Cindy Trimble, a pistol permit 
holder for nearly 40 years. 

Trimble added that school safety is 
an issue that should be addressed with 
metal detectors and armed security. With 

airports, courts, and large events guarded 
with metal detectors and security, she 
said schools should enact similar safety 
measures. 

While there wasn’t a counter-protest, 
Democrats and progressives in the area 
disagreed with the stance many people at 
the rally held.

Carmel Democratic committee 
chairwoman Jen Colamonico said the 
rally is another indication that the gun 
lobby continues to run Republican politics 
while many people, including some gun 
owners, want safer gun laws passed. 

“Goes to show you who our Republican 
officials are representing,” she said. “It’s 
the gun lobby and not families who want 
safe schools and small children protected.”

Colamonico said she doesn’t think the 
Second Amendment is being threatened 
and doesn’t think a “pity party” needs to 
be thrown for those that fear that. 

“Their rights are not at risk whereas 
the rights of children to grow up 
peacefully without the minimal risk of 
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JonathanBCFH@gmail.com

- Pre-need Specialists - Cremation Packages

Wishing Our Friends and Neighbors a Happy 4th of July! 

ADMISSIONS DIRECTOR—SENIOR LIVING
Join our management team!

 150-bed Assisted Living community seeks professional to identify & admit new 
residents. Some marketing experience; ability to develop rapport with prospective 

residents, families, physicians, nurses and social workers;  exc. organizational 
skills. Exp.  req’d in same or similar setting. Will consider social work background 

in a rehab setting. Salary + incentive.  
Benefits include medical, dental, 401k, fringe.

Email resume with salary expectations to:  
sbey@cloverlakeliving.com

838 Fair Street, Carmel, NY 10512

Local Gun Owners Rally in 
Fear of Losing their Rights 

DAViD ProPPer PHoTo
The district office will see new leadership by next summer.

continued on page 8
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By David Propper
In the heat of summer, Putnam Valley 

voters will be asked to vote about the 
location of a cell tower next month that 
has pitted town board members against a 
group of residents. 

Town of Putnam Valley voters — not 
the town board — will ultimately decide 
whether a cell tower could potentially 
be placed on town hall property after 
a petition was submitted requiring a 
referendum on a lease deal the town 
signed.

A petition with enough signatures 
was submitted to town hall last week as 
the vote will be sometime in mid-late 
August. Voters will decide if they want a 
cell tower erected in the back of town hall 
by Homeland Towers. Advocates for the 
location of the tower claim it’ll improve 
lagging cell service in certain areas of 
town and is the best spot for it, while 
critics believe it is too close to residential 
homes and Putnam Valley Elementary 
School. 

Only 178 signatures were required to 
force the vote, which opponent of the cell 
tower lease deal, Dorothy France, helped 
attain. 

Voters will select either yes or no 
to the following question, “Shall the 
Town of Putnam Valley lease 3,112 
square feet of space adjacent to the 
Town Highway Garage to Homeland 

Security for the purpose of installing a 
telecommunications tower and ancillary 
equipment to provide cellular telephone 
service to areas without service?”

While a firm date has not been chosen, 
it can’t be past 45 days once the petition 
was submitted. 

The town board voted 3-1 with 
Councilwoman Wendy Whetsel opposing 
the lease and Councilman Louie Luongo 
abstaining from the vote. 

Supervisor Sam 
Oliverio has been 
a strong supporter 
of the lease deal 
with Homeland 
Towers, which 
will rake in at least 
$24,000 yearly for 
the town. While a 
lease was agreed 
to, the planning 
board and zoning 
board would still 
need to sign off on 
the tower. 

Oliverio said 
he believes a spot 
on town hall 
property (near 
the town highway 
garage) is the 
best place for the 
tower, stressing 

Homeland Towers can find a private 
landowner to build the tower if the town 
hall property gets voted down. 

“I can’t think of a better location,” 
Oliverio said. “I can’t think of anything 
more ideal.”

One way or another, a tower will be 
placed somewhere in Putnam Valley, 
Oliverio said. Oliverio doesn’t want the 
tower near the senior center and warned 
the tower could be even closer to the 

elementary school. 
Homeland Towers representatives 

told Oliverio they would find another 
spot near town hall if the lease deal falls 
through. 

“It’s not going to solve anything, that’s 
the biggest dilemma,” Oliverio said of 
the voter referendum. “If the people vote 
no, I’m going to tell Homeland Towers 
they’ll have to move on and they can find 
something else.”

France, who has led the effort against 
the cell tower location, said she wants 
elementary school parents to know the 
proximity of the tower to the school. She 
said Putnam Valley isn’t addressing the 
issues of cell towers in the proper way like 
other municipalities in the area are. 

Town leaders’ actions indicate they are 
willing to put towers in residential areas 
and near schools, France claims. Quality 
of life would be adversely affected and 
there are potential health risks, France, 
who would live near the tower, said. 

She argued town board members in 
support of the lease have not studied 
the project and the implications of the 
proposed location. 

“Our town is rushing into it because 
they’re being pressured or fearful if they 
don’t put it there, somebody else is going 
to put somewhere worse,” she said. “I 
would say there is a place that might be 
better depending how this works out.”

PV Voters Will Decide Fate of Cell Tower Location

DAViD ProPPer PHoTo
A proposed cell tower could be placed at town hall if  voters agree with the town 
board’s assessment. 

Happy 
Independence 

Day!

Happy Happy 
Wishing you a 

ENDORSED BY: REPUBLICAN PARTY • CONSERVATIVE PARTY • INDEPENDENCE PARTY
Paid for by the Committee to Elect MaryEllen Odell

Day!
Be Brave,Take Risks and
Be Willing to Stand Up

for What You Believe In.

– MaryEllen Odell 
     Putnam County Executive
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By Martin Wilbur
Another petty quarrel between state 

Sen. Terrence Murphy (R-Yorktown) and 
one of two Democrats vying to oppose 
him this fall played out last month before 
the Westchester County Fair Campaign 
Practices Committee.

This time, the committee found that 
Murphy had engaged in an unfair practice 
after his campaign had issued a press 
release about three weeks ago accusing 
former county legislator Peter Harckham 
of having “lied” about the senator’s role in 
helping to nominate Donald Trump for 
president at the 2016 Republican National 
Convention.

The committee concluded that 
Harckham, who is hoping to win the 
Democratic nomination in the 40th state 
Senate District race, hadn’t lied, but that 
his claim, based on a published report, 
was inaccurate. It stated that Murphy’s 
press release is in violation of one of the 
committee’s principles.

 “The Committee considers selective 
quotation or misrepresentation of its 
findings to be an unfair campaign 
practice since the Committee did not say 
Mr. Harckham ‘lied,’” last week’s finding 
stated.

This is the fourth time in this campaign 
cycle that Murphy, Harckham or Robert 
Kesten, the other Democratic hopeful 

who plans to oppose Harckham in a 
September primary, have been cited by 
the committee for an unfair practice. In 
addition to finding Harckham having 
engaged in an unfair campaign practice, 
Murphy twice went to the committee to 
file complaints against Kesten. In both 
instances, Murphy received a conclusion 
in his favor.

Harckham Campaign Manager T.J. 

Rogers called Murphy’s constant filing of 
complaints to the committee “nonsense” 
by trying to game the process and using it 
as a tactical campaign advantage. 

He called it “tedious” and challenged 
Murphy and his campaign to focus on 
serious issues.

“Let’s stop this nonsense, and focus on 
issues that matter to voters like passing 
the Child Victims Act or the Red Flag 

legislation to keep our schools and 
families safe,” Rogers said. “These other 
antics are just a distraction to prevent a 
real discussion about his record on the 
issues.”

Murphy’s campaign didn’t back 
down after the latest finding. Campaign 
spokeswoman Martha Ruiz Jimenez 
released a statement saying that a lie and 
an untruthful statement are the same.

“Webster’s Dictionary defines the 
noun lying as ‘the telling of lies, or false 
statements; untruthfulness, from the 
idiom, lie, to prove or imply the falsity of,’” 
Jimenez said. “The Committee found Mr. 
Harkcham’s statement was ‘inaccurate.’ 
Mr. Harckham apparently has a different 
definition of what lying is.”

Committee Slaps Murphy in Latest Unfair Campaign Practice Spat

ProViDeD PHoTos
state senator Terrence Murphy’s campaign and one of  his two Democratic challengers, Peter Harkham’s  
(right) campaign traded barbs recently.

July 17, 2018 

6:00pm-7:30pm 

Maker, Fragale & 
Di Costanzo, LLP 

2074 Crompond Road 
Yorktown Heights, NY 10598 

A FAMILY CONVERSATION 

ELDER LAW, ESTATE 
PLANNING & SPECIAL 
NEEDS PLANNING 
Join us for a casual conversation about ways  
to manage your financial and health care  
needs and those of your loved ones. 

Salvatore M. Di Costanzo, Esq., a leading  
elder law attorney, and his colleague 
Joanna C. Feldman Esq., will answer questions  
about estate planning, wills, trusts, Medicaid  
and long-term care planning, special needs  
planning, guardianships, and related areas  
of interest. 

To register, visit 
plantodayfortomorrow.com/ 

upcoming-events 

HappyBirthdayAmerica

‘Let’s stop this 
nonsense, and focus 
on issues that matter 
to voters.’- Harckham 
Campaign Manager 

T.J. Rogers
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Service your 
A/C before the         Heat,

Our $99 Tune-up Special 
Can’t Be Beat!

Air Conditioning Start-ups, 
Repairs & Tune-ups

Licensed, insured and bonded! • Quality guaranteed!
845 628-1330

sclafanienergy.com

Happy July 4th!By David Propper
A massive lawsuit against opioid 

manufacturers that Putnam County is 
apart of moved forward last month when 
a state supreme court judge denied several 
motions to dismiss the legal action. 

Putnam is one of dozens of counties 
in New York that have joined a lawsuit 
against pharmaceutical companies and 
distributors. The lawsuit alleges deceptive 
marketing practices that tried to downplay 
the risk of drug addiction, which led to 
the drug crisis across the state. On June 
19, state Supreme Court Justice Jerry 
Garguilo denied multiple Motions to 
Dismiss filed by the defendants in the 
case. 

“It is at least arguable that the 
manufacturing defendants were in a 
position to anticipate or prevent the 
claimed injuries,” Garguilo wrote in a 
36-page ruling. “It does not seem unfair, 
therefore, to hold them potentially 
accountable.”

According to a Bloomberg article, 
Paul Hanley, a New York-based attorney 
representing the counties, said the 
refusal to dismiss only applied to opioid 
makers and not the distributers. Garguilo 
will issue a separate decision on drug 
distributors’ requests at a later date, 
according to the article. 

In a press release, county and state 

officials were happy to see the legal case 
move ahead. 

County Executive MaryEllen Odell said 
the judge’s decision let the pharmaceutical 
companies know the case against them is 
credible. 

“Those companies will not be able to 
hide from its share of responsibility and 
accountability for the opioid crisis behind 
its high-priced attorneys,” Odell stated in 
the press release. 

Legislator Barbara Scuccimarra, who 
chairs the legislature’s health committee, 
said the refusal to dismiss the case 
indicates the lawsuit is not a stunt. The 
legislature voted 8-0 last year to give the 
county the green light to join the lawsuit. 

“The effects of opioid addiction and 
destruction are unquestionable, and 
have a devastating effect on society,” said 
Scuccimarra in the press release.

State lawmakers, including state 
senators Terrence Murphy and Sue 
Serino, and Assemblyman Kevin Byrne, 
also commended the recent development. 
Murphy said the legal courts was another 
way to combat the drug scourge and 
Serino stated those companies that 
perpetuate the addiction problem must 
be held accountable. 

Byrne said Putnam was on the “front 
lines of this fight to hold Big Pharma 
accountable.” 

Lawsuit vs. Big Pharma Persists
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By Rick Pezzullo
Local activists and environmental 

groups called on Governor Andrew 
Cuomo late last month to shut down the 
Algonquin Incremental Market (AIM) 
pipeline following the release last month 
of a long-awaited Risk Assessment 
report.

Protestors gathered in Croton-on-
Hudson at a fundraiser where Cuomo 
was scheduled to appear after the multi-
agency completed report, which was due 
more than 18 months ago, confirmed 
arguments made by opponents that the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
(FERC) did not sufficiently consider risks 
and other concerns before allowing the 
expansion of the pipeline near the Indian 
Point nuclear power plants in Buchanan.

“For years we have been saying 
that none of the federal agencies were 
evaluating all the necessary risks when 
they granted permits for this pipeline. 
The Risk Assessment executive summary 
released on Friday is clear evidence 
that an independent contractor and 
four state agencies agree that there are 
too many unanswered questions to 
accurately assess the risk of running a 
high pressure, fracked gas pipeline right 
by Indian Point. The Governor must stop 
the flow of gas at least as long as so many 

questions remain unanswered,” said 
Amy Rosmarin, co-founder of Stop the 
Algonquin Pipeline Expansion (SAPE).

“This Risk Assessment could have been 
completed and released before the AIM 
Pipeline construction was finished,” said 
Tina Volz-Bongar, from Resist Spectra. 
“Now we are in a situation where gas 
is flowing through a pipeline for which 
proper safety determinations were not 
made. We are calling on the Governor 

to go to FERC and ask for an immediate 
stay to halt the gas flow alongside and 
under Indian Point.”

In February 2016, Cuomo ordered 
the New York State Department of 
Homeland Security and Emergency 
Services (DHSES), Department of 
Public Service (DPS), Department of 
Health (DOH), and the Department of 
Environmental Conservation (DEC) to 
undertake the Risk Assessment.  Last 

year, construction was completed on 
the AIM Project, a high-pressure, 42’ 
inch diameter, fracked gas pipeline that 
runs under the Hudson River and within 
110 feet of safety infrastructure for the 
aging nuclear plant that is slated to stop 
operating in 2021. 

“While the probability of pipeline 
incidents is low, the proximity to the 
Indian Point nuclear plant makes the 
potential consequences of such an event 
very significant,” the agencies stated 
in a press release. “Additional scrutiny 
and monitoring to better understand 
and reduce risks associated with the 
Algonquin pipelines is warranted. FERC 
must engage in further action to mitigate 
and investigate potential risks.”

Cuomo did not attend the fundraiser 
Sunday, but activists spoke with 
Lieutenant Governor Kathy Hochul, 
demanding the state act immediately now 
that it has evidence of the risks posed by 
the pipeline. Hochul said she wasn’t well 
versed on the topic and couldn’t speak to 
the state’s next steps. 

“We’ve been pressing the state on this 
for years. The fact that she was unable 
to speak to us about this is just more 
evidence that New York State isn’t doing 
its due diligence to protect us,” said 
Peekskill resident Courtney Williams.

Protestors Call for Pipeline Shut Down After Risk Report Released

ProViDeD PHoTo

being murdered--that’s what I’m more 
concerned about,” Colamonico said.

Patterson resident and former 
candidate for state office Andy Falk had a 
more liberal take on gun rights.

“I will throw a party when we repeal 
the Second Amendment,” Falk, who 
is a Working Families Party member, 
said. “I’m sick and tired of sacrificing 
our children on the alter of the Second 
Amendment.”

But Assemblyman Kevin Byrne, a 
Republican and staunch gun rights 
advocate, said that his colleagues missed 
an opportunity to pass several measures 
this year that would have heightened 
school safety and mental health. He said 
there’s a lot of unfinished business in the 
assembly and implored his colleagues to 
return to session to ensure the safety of all 

students. 
District Attorney Robert Tendy, a 

Republican, shared the history of the 
second amendment and encouraged 
attendees to stay educated and up to 
date on what is going on in the world 
around them. While he agreed the school 
shooting in Parkland, Florida that killed 
17 students and staff members was a 
tragedy, he said the second amendment 
allows citizens the right to defend 
themselves and fight against tyranny.  

“We know that our basic human right 
is to be able to be safe in our homes; safe 
from government intrusion; safe from 
illegal seizure; safe from cruel and unusual 
punishment; and safe from people who 
would do us harm,” Tendy said. “If we 
don’t have that, we don’t have anything. 
If we can’t defend this from people who 
want to harm us, then what the hell are 

we doing? What’s the point? I cannot for 
the life of me figure out why people don’t 
support that.”

Southeast Democratic committee 
chairwoman Cathy Croft said in light 
of the tragic shootings throughout the 
country, she questions how the Second 
Amendment is saving lives.

Croft doesn’t want to see the Second 
Amendment repealed, but more firearm 
regulations. She noted New York has 
strict gun laws and has avoided major 
mass shootings as a result. 

“I’m just in favor of stronger gun laws,” 
Croft said. 

David Propper contributed to this report.

With tension between board members 
apparent to residents, Link said he 
hopes to lead by example and work with 
everyone. 

 “At the local level the party shouldn’t 
matter because we have a job to get 
done,” Link said.

With his 15 years of experience 

working in government, Link said he 
would utilize his knowledge and listen to 
the residents and his colleagues to move 
the board in the right direction. 

“I have no aspirations for any other 
political position, but my hope is to be 
able to contribute and help at the local 
level. End of story,” Link said. 

Local Gun Owners Rally in Fear of Losing their Rights

Kent Town Board Seat Up for Grabs

continued from page 4

continued from page 2

AnnA Young PHoTo
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Michele Scott
Michele Scott 71, beloved wife of 51 

years to husband John, died at home 
on June 22, after a courageous six-year 
battle with cancer. Michele was born 
January 28, 1947 in Mt. Vernon, to the 
late Raymond and Anne Natell. She 
was educated in Mt. Vernon schools 
and graduated from North Salem 
HS, North Salem, and completed the 
Barbizon School of Modeling. Michele 
worked for many years at Matco-
Norca as office manager. Beside her 
husband, Michele leaves behind a 
daughter, Sandra Jonke of Patterson, 
and granddaughter Lindsay; son Sean 
Scott of Brewster, and grandson Jake; 
Sister JoAnn Maguire of Charlestown 
RI; brother Ray Natell, his children 
Andrew and Marissa and wife Loretta, 
of Pearl River; brother Brian Natell, his 
wife Mary and his daughter Maggie, 
of Yorktown Heights. She also leaves 
sisters-in-laws, nieces and nephews, 
two aunts and many cousins. Michele 
loved spending summers at her beach 
house in Rhode Island with her family 
and especially enjoyed her grandkids. 

Mary Jane Schroeder
Mary Jane Schroeder, a 35-year 

resident of Brewster, died peacefully 
with her family by her side on June 23, 
at Regional Hospice Care, Danbury, 
CT. Born on July 5, 1927 in Brooklyn, 
daughter of the late Joseph and Esther 
(Ginnerty) Devitt. She was a Richmond 
Hill High School graduate. On June 6, 
1959 she married the love of her life 
Harold Schroeder. He predeceased his 
wife. Jane was a clerk with Pfizer in 
NYC for over 44 years before retiring. 
She was also an active parishioner of St. 
Lawrence O’Toole Church, Brewster. 
Mrs. Schroeder is survived by her two 
brothers; John J. Devitt and James G. 
Devitt and many nieces and nephew. 
She was not only predeceased by her 
husband but also her brother Joseph.

Loretta Montoro 
Loretta Montoro of Spring Hill, FL 

and formerly of Mahopac, died on 
June 23, at the age 93. She was born 
in the Bronx, the daughter of Anthony 
and Mary(Mare) Menieri. She was 
predeceased by her parents, her sisters 

Anna & Rosemarie, her husband 
Ralph & her son-in-law Peter. Loretta 
is survived by her daughter Donna 
Montoro Knaus and her grandchildren 
Jason (Ellen) Knaus, Darcel (Chris) 
Lombardo, Kim (Paul) DiPilato and 8 
great grandchildren. All are welcome 
to attend a visitation on Tuesday, July 
3rd from 10-noon at the Joseph J. 
Smith Funeral Home in Mahopac. A 

funeral service will be held following 
the visitation at noon, also at the 
funeral home. Entombment will follow 
at Rose Hills Memorial Park in Putnam 
Valley.

Frank E. Demeter
Frank E. Demeter, 85, of Mahopac, 

The Par lor 109 
Kent 

Business 

of the Week

By David Propper
Residents looking for a cool haircut in 

the midst of the summer heat have a new 
barbershop in town to turn to.

The Parlor 109 is open for business, 
after they officially opened their doors 
earlier this month. Owned by best friends 
Dennis Reynolds and Kenny Strazza, the 
two Lake Carmel residents are hoping to 
make the shop a meeting place for the 
community, all while offering the best 
looking hairdos. 

Besides offering a good-looking 
haircut, The Parlor 109 handles shaves, 
eyebrows, facials, and beards. Many of the 
customers that come in are familiar with 
Reynolds and he is on a first name basis 
with them. When they walk in, Reynolds 
knows the exact haircut they’re looking 
for. 

Since 2011 when Reynolds, who has a 
master’s license, became a barber, his goal 
was to open his own shop. His original 
plan was to open a place within ten years, 
but succeeded in having his own business 
a little sooner.

Reynolds and Strazza have been best 
friends for 14 years, growing up together. 
The two met through mutual friends in 
the Lake Carmel area. 

When the opportunity presented itself 
to open a shop, Strazza said it was a “no-
brainer.” The two had been talking about 
this goal for a long time and the location 
they found on Towners Road is perfect, 
both owners said. 

“We both had that entrepreneur 
mindset,” Strazza said. 

Reynolds handles the style side of the 
business by cutting hair and Strazza is the 
numbers guy by handling the books. 

Reynolds originally worked for another 
barbershop in Carmel where he got 
his start. During that 6-year tenure, he 
amassed hundreds of clients that like 
what he can do with a pair of scissors. 

The two don’t fear going into business 
together could hurt their friendship. 

They think the same way and can always 
be open with each other, Strazza said. 
Reynold’s five-year-old son even calls 
Strazza, Uncle Kenny.

“We’re family,” Strazza said. “What’s 
mine is his and what’s his is mine.”

“Family is the strongest way you can go 
sometimes,” Reynolds added. 

The shop has access to a nearby park 
so Reynolds hopes to throw barbeques 
and block parties to get the community 
involved and get residents more familiar 

with each other. The barbershop also has 
a team in the Kent softball league.

Once Reynolds becomes more 
established, he wants to give back to 
veterans, seniors, people with special 
needs, and the needy.

“It’s my time to give back to the 
community,” Reynolds said. 

The Parlor 109 is located at 98 Towners 
Road in Carmel and its phone number is 
(845) 225-4803.

DAViD ProPPer PHoTo
Kenny strazza (left) and Dennis reynolds opened The Parlor 109 together earlier this month. DAViD ProPPer PHoTo

reynolds cuts the hair, including strazza’s and 
strazza does the books. 

Obituaries

continued on page 10
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By Jennifer Maher, Chairwoman, the 
Putnam County Chamber of Commerce

On Monday July 9th at 7PM, there 
will be a Town Board Work Session 
and presentation on a large project 
proposed for Southeast, held at the 
Town of Southeast Courthouse, 1360 
Route 22, Brewster, NY. The proposal 
by Northeast Logistics, a refrigerated 
trucking company out of Oregon, is over 
1.1 million square feet of warehouse/
distribution space in four separate 
buildings. The project is located on 
Pugsley Road off Route 312, abutting 
Tilly Foster Farm. 

The proposed Northeast Interstate 
Logistics Center would include four 

buildings ranging in size from 173,775 
to 366,404 square feet, amendments 
to the Town of Southeast zoning map 
and zoning ordinance, modification 
to two ridgelines located within the 
Ridgeline Protection Overlay District, 
and re-subdivide 156 tax parcels into 5.  
Another lot would also be created with 
a lot line adjustment.  The proposed 
buildings would be located on proposed 
Lots 1, 2, and 3; Lot 4 would remain 
vacant except for potable water wells; Lot 
5 would be donated to Putnam County 
for new access to Tilly Foster Farm and 
potential related uses; and Lot 6 deeded 
to the New York State Department of 
Transportation to accommodate traffic 

improvements that would be constructed 
as part of the Proposed Project. 

The scope of the project is quite large, 
however its location right off I-84 is 
perfect.  Concerns are rightly being 
raised over environmental impacts, 
traffic and other potential quality of 
life issues; however all are encouraged 
to attend the meetings and gather the 
facts before forming an opinion.  How 
many jobs will be created? What will 
the rateables be, helping the Town of 
Southeast as well as the county? What 
are the proposed traffic improvements? 
How many employees will travel into 
the county to shop and dine here?  Can 
this project help in the success of Tilly 

Foster Farm by bringing in companies 
who can help support environmental 
preservation efforts as part of their 
corporate responsibility programs?

This project’s potential to bring 
business to the county should be studied.  
With Patterson Crossing teetering after 
decades of controversy and discussions, 
let’s learn our lesson and get involved 
early. A vocal minority of NIMBYs are 
influencing economic development in 
our county due to a lack of interest from 
the community at large.  We need to 
welcome new business to this county in 
order to sustain our economy, and it can 
be done in an environmentally as well as 
economically sustainable manner. 

The Putnam County Chambers of 
Commerce recent press release, written 
by chairwoman Jennifer Maher, was 
interesting for several reasons.

The first reason for its inaccuracies, the 
second reason for it trace of divisiveness.  
The inaccuracies should be immediately 
addressed.

1) The Public Hearing will be held in 
front of the Southeast Planning Board (not 
the Town Board). There are two Public 
Hearings. One will be held on Monday, 
July 9 and the other held on Monday, July 
23. The location for the Public Hearing is: 
1360 Route 22, Brewster and the time is 
7:30 PM (not 7:00 as stated)

2) Northeast Interstate Logistics is 
not a ‘refrigerated trucking company 
out of Oregon’ but rather a private 
company marketing these warehouses on 
speculation.

3) The 1.1 million square feet is correct 
(‘The Highlands’ Shopping Center is 
377,000 square feet). It’s important to 
note that the Town Board will have to 
rezone a Rural Commercial parcel to 
accommodate one of the four warehouses.

4) In fact, the ridgeline modification is 
actually ‘plateauing’ the hilltops. Two of 
the warehouses will still be visible from 
various locations in both Southeast (The 
Rail Trail) and Carmel.

5) Ms. Maher is correct in stating that 
questions should be asked. Traffic (510 
truck trips per day), noise, air quality, 
jobs (665) and rateables (although the 
applicant will be applying for the PILOT 
program, Payment in Lieu of Taxes).

Finally, I’m not sure what Ms. 
Maher hopes to gain by dismissing 
concerned residents as NIMBYS (Not 
In My Backyard). Wanting to protect a 
community’s quality of life should be 
admired not mocked or dismissed. It 
should be noted that not one person has 
referred to the applicant in pejorative or 
derogatory terms. 

If we want the best project we can 

possibly get in Southeast we need to really 
talk about this project- not alienate one 
another. In Southeast it is our right to 
consider the ‘Logistics of Community’ 
over and above the ‘Logistics of Prosperity’.

Richard Feuerman
President
Concerned Residents of Southeast

Editor’s Note: The Putnam County 
Chambers of Commerce press release 
referred to is directly below this letter to 
provide full context. It was emailed out to 
an email list and also appeared as a column 
in the Putnam County Courier last week. 

The ‘Logistics’ Of Prosperity For Putnam County

Residents’ Concerns Over Logistics Center Shouldn’t be Dismissed
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died peacefully on Monday, June 
25, surrounded by his loving family 
at Northern Westchester Hospital. 
Born in Tarrytown, Frankwas the 
son of the late Frank and Elizabeth 
(Vecsey) Demeter. After graduating 
from Washington Irving High School 
in Tarrytown, Frank was drafted into 
the Korean War. He served in the 
United States Army until his honorable 
discharge on April 7, 1955. After the 
war, he attended New York University 
and graduated with a Bachelor of 
Science degree in 1958. He worked in 
human resources at General Motors 
in Tarrytown for 30 years and also 
worked at Demeter’s Tavern, a business 
his father began in 1947. Frank had 
many interests, but the joy of his life 
was raising his three sons and being 
an integral part of the lives of his nine 
grandchildren. Frank is survived by 
his beloved wife of 58 years Barbara 
(Clements) and his sons and their 
spouses, David (Margaret) of Delmar, 
New York, Jeffrey (Eva) of Pleasant 
Ridge, Michigan, Christopher (Karen) 

of Westport, Connecticut, and his nine 
grandchildren. He was predeceased by 
his brother Stephen.

Jacob A. Santoriella
Jacob “Jake” Alfonso Santoriella of 

Mahopac, died on June 26, at the age 
of 16 after a fierce 8 year battle with 
Leukemia. Jake was born on December 
7, 2001 in Mt. Kisco, the son of Robert 
Santoriella and Cristina Rodriguez 
Santoriella. Jake was a sophomore at 
Mahopac High School and enjoyed ice 
hockey, cheering for the NY Rangers, 
and re-watching Star Wars in his 
spare time. He was an avid collector 
of many things, especially Pokémon 
cards. One of his favorite pastimes was 
playing video games and going to the 
movies with his friends. His magnetic 
personality, contagious laugh, and 
genuine spirit brightened every room. 
Jake is survived by his parents Rob and 
Cris, his twin brother Chase, their dog 
Kaos, maternal grandparents Tania 
and Felipe Rodriguez, and paternal 
grandparents Philip and Geraldine 
Santoriella.

Obituaries
continued from page 9
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Across
1. “...___ quit!”
4. Chicago baseball player
7. Ad ____ committee
10. Relatives
11. “Put ___ Happy Face”
12. Period
13. Sun Devils’ sch.
14. Hair piece
15. Temperature controls, briefly
16. Western Australian capital
18. Sask. neighbor
19. Indirect implication
22. Narrow sea channels
24. Homer’s hero
27. You don’t have to be celestial to get 
your stringed instruments repaired at 
this Shrub Oak shop, ____ Guitars

30. Peekskill sewing and arts & crafts 
emporium, ____Fabrics
31. Nickelodeon fan
32. Rock music style
34. Civil War letters
35. “I Like ___”
36. End of the week, briefly
37. Scull
38. Cygnet’s mother
39. Transgression
40. Pipe joint

Down
1. African antelope
2. Like baked dough
3. Buries
4. Steer steerer
5. Prefix with corn or verse
6. Caddie’s burden
7. Top dog
8. Ocean predator
9. Wine holder
17. Coach
18. “Uh-uh!”
20. House vote
21. Become separated
23. Manatee
25. Take back
26. Bag
27. Partner of hop and jump
28. Small child
29. Mideast gulf port
32. Failing grades
33. Med. diagnostic

Crossword by Myles Mellor Answers on page 16

Advertise in The Putnam Examiner  •  914-864-0878

Crossword Puzzle
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Area residents had an opportunity to 
learn by mentoring with Putnam County 
staff as part of the Seventh Annual 
Mentoring Day, a collaboration with 
CAREERS Support Solutions, Carmel 
High School, The ARC of Putnam and 
Putnam County government.

On the morning of May 16, participants 
were welcomed to Cornerstone Park 
in Carmel by County Executive Mary 
Ellen Odell and CAREERS’ Executive 
Director Tina Cornish-Lauria. Mentors 
from County Departments were paired 
with individuals with disabilities who are 
interested in learning skills needed to be 
successfully employed.

“Students are thinking about life after 
high school during this time of year and 
Mentoring Day is a great way to see what 
it takes be effective in the workplace,” 
remarked CAREERS Executive Director 
Tina Cornish-Lauria. “County Executive 

Odell and her staff are gracious hosts 
and everyone involved learns from this 
unique community experience,” Cornish-
Lauria said.

Participants from CAREERS, Carmel 
High School and The ARC Putnam 
were matched with volunteer County 
mentors from departments including 
Social Services, Sheriff ’s Department, 
Transportation, Veterans Service Agency 
and the County Clerk’s Office. Working 
side by side with their mentors, they 
learn organizational, computer and 
administrative skills, customer service 
and maintenance.

“Mentoring Day breaks down 
barriers—both the ones that society 
contrives with preconceived notions and 
the ones that each one of us develops of 
our own limits,” said Odell. “Every year I 
hear from the departments how mentees 
exceed expectations and I see how proud 

the participants from CAREERS are 
to accomplish goals. Mentoring Day 
brings awareness to the community and 
confidence to those with special needs.”

About CAREERS Support Solutions, Inc.
Since 1987, CAREERS has provided 

job placement and support services to 
people with disabilities in Westchester 
and Putnam Counties, and provided 
services to over 2,700 individuals with 
disabilities. CAREERS’ mission is to 
insure that all individuals with disabilities 
find sustained, meaningful employment 
in the communities in which they live. 
We work one-on-one with each client and 

employer to facilitate ongoing success 
in the workplace and help those with 
disabilities reach their maximum level 
of self-support and self-reliance. All of 
CAREERS’ services are provided free of 
charge to individuals and their families, 
as well as employers. For additional 
information about how CAREERS 
helps individuals with disabilities and 
low-income, long-term unemployed, as 
well as employers in need of qualified 
help, contact CAREERS’ Carmel office, 
which serves northern Westchester and 
Putnam Counties, at 845-225-8007. For 
more information, please visit www.
careerssupportsolutions.org.

Putnam County Government Welcomes Mentoring Day Participants

ProViDeD PHoTo

Become a Master Gardener 
Volunteer: Training Begins Soon

Are you interested in native plants and pollinators? Could you have a vegetable 
stand with all the extra produce from your garden? Or are you just passionate about 
our environment and wish to help educate others? If you are nodding your head yes 
to one or all of these, sounds like you would make a great Master Gardener Volunteer!

Master Gardener Volunteers are a dedicated and diverse group of people who 
combine their passion for gardening with a sincere desire to share their knowledge 
with the community. Master Gardener Volunteers teach classes, answer questions 
at farmer’s markets and community events, organize and staff plant sales, and help 
home-owners solve pest problems on the horticulture hotline.  

To become a Master Gardener Volunteer, you will participate in a 12-week 
curriculum, one full day per week. The training begins Wednesday, September 5, and 
culminates in a graduation ceremony on Wednesday, December 12. 

Classes are conducted by members of the Cornell University faculty, Cornell 
Cooperative Extension Educators, members of the industry and selected senior 
Master Gardeners Volunteers.  As a Master Gardener Volunteer trainee, you’ll receive 
an extensive resource manual which contains the texts you’ll need for each class plus 
materials on ecological lawn care, pruning trees and shrubs, vegetable gardening, and 
much more.  The fee of $375 covers guest speakers, the resource manual, all course 
texts and additional materials. 

Each Master Gardener Volunteer makes a commitment to 30 hours per year 
of volunteer activity for Cornell Cooperative Extension of Putnam County’s 
Environmental Horticulture and Natural Resources educational initiatives. If that 
sounds like something you’d enjoy, we hope you’ll apply to become a Master Gardener 
Volunteer.  Your first step? Visit our website to download an application, putnam.
cce.cornell.edu, or contact Becca Ligrani, Environmental Horticulture and Natural 
Resources Community Educator and Master Gardener Volunteer Coordinator, at 
(845) 278-6738 ext. 21. 

Two high school seniors with 
aspirations of careers in healthcare are 
the recipients of the Putnam Hospital 
Center Auxiliary’s continuing education 
scholarships.

Junior volunteers Michelle Kushner 
and Nora Maerean each received $500 to 
go toward their educational pursuits.

“We offer a scholarship to junior 
volunteers as a sign of our appreciation 
for the many hours of community service 
students provide to Putnam Hospital 
Center,” said Michelle Piazza, director 
of volunteer and pastoral services. “We 
have a very talented and dedicated group 
of junior volunteers. Michelle and Nora 
are exceptional and we are very proud of 
their accomplishments.”

Kushner, a Somers High School senior, 
will attend the State University of New 
York at Binghamton to study nursing. 
She has volunteered at Putnam Hospital 
Center for two years, accumulating 
more than 189 hours of service. She 
mostly volunteered in the Rehabilitation 

Department. Her mother is a physical 
therapist at the hospital.

“I liked how, not only was I able to help 
people in a direct way, I was also able to 
get a look at the healthcare field. It’s hard 
to at this age,” said Kushner, 18.

Maerean, a senior at Ridgefield High 
School in Connecticut, will attend Rice 
University in September, where she plans 
to study medicine. She has volunteered at 
Putnam Hospital Center for about three 
years providing more than 198 volunteer 
hours in various units including the 
Emergency Department and Radiology.

“I thought it was really rewarding. You 
get to help a patient. Bringing them water, 
a blanket can make their day,” Maerean, 
17, said of her service. “I also got a first-
hand look at a doctor’s routine in a 
hospital.”

Kushner and Maerean were selected 
by a committee. This is the third year the 
Auxiliary has awarded these educational 
scholarships.

PHC Auxiliary Awards 
volunteers Scholarships

ProViDeD PHoTo
Director of  Volunteer and Pastoral services Michelle Piazza, on left, with junior volunteers Michelle 
Kushner and nora Maerean.
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“A picture is 
worth a thousand 
words.”

“Every picture 
tells a story, don’t 
it?”

These phrases 
have a deep-rooted 
legacy in American 
culture, both 
written and sung. 

As products of their time, they conveyed 
an aesthetic that was as much a symbol of 
their time as they were iconic mileposts 
marking a change in the public’s 
interaction with society and each other.

To my 20th century sensibilities, 
these phrases connoted the evolution, 
and juxtaposition, of two-dimensional 
perspectives.

In the mid-20th century, marketing 
campaigns were beginning 
to understand the power of 
images over text as a means 
to market products. It became 
a standard of advertising, 
as expressed in numerous 
product, political and social 
advertisements, that well-
crafted photos and video 
clips were more impactful 
than text and were worth a 
thousand, or more, words.

But the medium for 
these messages is rapidly 
changing.

Who can forget Rod 
Stewart’s driving, raspy 
voice singing “Every 
Picture Tells a Story” in 
1971. (My how time flies. 
It seems the early ‘70s 
were only a few decades ago, not nearly 
a half-century.) 

Today, his song title, and theme, 
conveys a concept unheard of until the 
last few years.

The change I refer to in these two 
examples is the advancing technology 
of augmented and virtual reality. 
More specifically, how manufacturers, 
including wine companies, are 
integrating new technologies into their 
core advertising and marketing.

The new technologies infiltrating our 
real and virtual lives are virtual reality 
and augmented reality.

The distinction is rather clear. 
Virtual reality immerses the 
wearer of a specially designed 
headset/goggles in alternative 
realities. Augmented reality 

adds to, but doesn’t 
replace, our current real 
experiences. 

It is augmented reality 

that is popping up in a 
new advertising campaign 
recently launched. I read 
an example of these two 
technologies a while 
ago. Virtual reality is 
swimming with the sharks; 
augmented reality is 
downloading an app and 

watching a shark seemingly leap out of 
your screen. Remember the Pokémon 
Go app of a few years ago? Augmented 
reality.

Here in 2018 we have an app that 
presents a video that tells a story and it’s 
worth a thousand words.

An Australian company markets a 
brand named 19 Crimes. It is a growing 
collection of Cabernet Sauvignon, Shiraz, 
a Chardonnay and a few red blends, all 
catering to the American palate of fruit-
forward, nicely rounded wines. Many are 
available at retail shops in our area for 
about $10.

What makes the brand distinctive is its 
underlying theme. Beginning in 1783, the 
British government banished to Australia 
criminals convicted of one of 19 specific 
crimes, otherwise punishable by hanging. 
These were the early colonists who have 
been immortalized in history. Several of 
the crimes are a bit outlandish, including 
impersonating an Egyptian (number 5), 

stealing fish from a pond or river (10), 
stealing roots, trees or plants (11) and 
clandestine marriage (15). 

Each bottle of the 19 Crimes collection 
displays a photo of one of these criminals. 
Download the free app, point your 
smartphone at the bottle and the photo 
of the criminal comes to life, regaling you 
with the convict’s trials and tribulations. 

I find this to be a very effective 
marketing tool. And the consuming 
public agrees. The wines are flying off the 
shelves, at a pace of one million cases a 
year. Another lure, embraced by younger 
consumers, are the corks, randomly 
numbered for each crime, which have 
become collectibles.    

Contrary to the declining sales of 
Australian wines in the United States, 
19 Crimes is bucking the trend, thanks 
to a brilliant marketing campaign and 
bolstered by augmented reality. And 
every video tells the story, don’t it? 

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 20 years he 
has conducted wine tastings and lectures. 
Nick is a member of the Wine Media Guild 
of wine writers. He also offers personalized 
wine tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or 
on Twitter @sharingwine.

Wine Marketing Begins to Embrace 21st Century Technology

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

My wife gave me a real 
chuckle the other day when 
she asked, “By the way, what 
does ‘btw’ mean?” 

Margaret is actually quite 
savvy in the tech world, but 
obviously this abbreviation 
had passed her by. 

We’ve all grown up with 
abbreviations and acronyms 
that probably originated at 
sea, from SOS (originally for 
Save Our Ship) to POSH (for 
portside out, starboard in). 
Others developed on land for 
everyday living, such as VIP 
(very important person), RSVP 
(respondez s’l vous plait) and 
ASAP (as soon as possible). An 
important one I learned attending college 
in a dry state was BYOL (bring your own 
liquor).

Not all of us studied Gregg or Pitman, 
but a new shorthand developed – then 
exploded – with the invention of the 
personal computer, the Internet and 
when texting became our primary mode 
of communication with others. Who 
ever heard of LOL (laughing out loud), 
IMHO (in my humble opinion) and the 
ubiquitous OMG! (oh, my God!) before 
we logged on or texted?  

But in RE (real estate), the world of 
abbreviations and acronyms frequently 
draws questions about meanings among 

realtors and blank looks from 
buyers and sellers as we start to 
automatically reference letters 
from the alphabet. There’s AO 
(acceptable offer), ZB (zoning 
board), CMA (comparative 
market analysis) and CO 
(certificate of occupancy).  

Keeping up with these 
abbreviations is a continuous 
learning process that can lead 
to misunderstanding, double 
interpretations and silly 
sounds. My favorite is FISBO 
(for sale by owner). 

This subject first came to 
mind a while back when I 
was having an uncomfortable 
conversation with a service 

provider, a rare situation since most 
suppliers are very eager to please and win 
our business. But this one, who installed 
tiling, refused to give me a solid estimate 
of what it would cost to have tiles repaired 
or replaced at the water line of my pool. 

When I shared with him that I was 
hoping that it might be around a $500 
job, he retorted, “No way! It’s going to be 
a lot more than that!” When I asked how 
much more, he said, “I won’t know until 
I actually do the work and then it will all 
be TM.” 

The only TM I knew was transcendental 
meditation, which I thought I would 
surely need when our conversation ended. 

When I summoned the courage to ask 
what TM was, he was happy to educate 
me: time and materials.

Why everything in the real estate 
business must be abbreviated I can’t say, 
but I suspect it originated as a way to 
save space in listings and ads. Read any 
ad about a house and you won’t find a 
complete word anyplace, just a series of 
letters, some whose meanings are more 
difficult to guess than others. Consider 
EF (entry foyer); LR (living room); DR 
(dining room); EIK (eat-in kitchen); FR 
(family room); BD or BR (bedroom); BA 
(bath), SGD (sliding glass doors); WIC 
(walk-in closet); WDSTV (wood-burning 
stove); BSMT (basement); GAR (garage); 
and DK (deck). The ad might also state 
that it needs TLC. Years ago, it might 
offer the possibility of a M/D (mother/
daughter), but realtors can’t use that 
discriminatory term anymore.

Styles of homes also have their 
own codes: COL (colonial), CONT 
(contemporary), RR (raised ranch), SL 
(split level) and CC (Cape Cod).

Not to be overlooked for confusion 
are those abbreviations with double 
meanings such as AC (it can mean air 
conditioning or acre) and FHA (Federal 
Housing Authority or forced hot air).

Some sound either funny or crude, 
such as PUD (planned unit development); 
HOA (homeowners association); HUD 
(Department of Housing and Urban 

Development); and NOO (which isn’t 
an emphatic negative but nonowner 
occupied).

Then there are all the financial terms 
to keep straight such as APR (annual 
percentage rate) and ARM (adjustable 
rate mortgage).

Those that definitely need explanation 
the first time around may be DVAC 
(central vacuum) and HVAC (heating, 
ventilation and air conditioning). I 
can never remember GFI or GFCI 
(ground-fault circuit interrupter, an 
electrical receptacle that protects us from 
electrocution in high-risk areas such as 
bathrooms and kitchens).

Before I’m ready to draw a conclusion, 
I’ll relate an incident in which I was 
convinced that abbreviations, while 
convenient, may be taken too far. I was 
in an extended e-mail conversation with 
a seller’s agent concerning an offer I was 
trying to make on behalf of my buyer 
client. She said she would be sure to follow 
up with the seller’s response by e-mail. 
Granted, it was a somewhat low-ball offer, 
but I was initially startled when the return 
e-mail’s subject line simply stated “FU.” 

Bill Primavera, while a publicist and 
journalist, is also a Realtor® associated with 
William Raveis Real Estate and Founder of 
Primavera Public Relations, Inc. (www.
PrimaveraPR.com). To engage the services 
of The Home Guru to market your home 
for sale, call 914-522-2076.

OmG! a Crazy world of Real estate Shorthand
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Putnam Valley Residents Coalition’s 
Farmers Market:   Our market is located at 
Tompkins Corners Cultural Center at 729 
Peekskill Hollow Road, Putnam Valley.  
The Market is outdoors, on the lawn and 
will run each Friday from 3 p.m. to 6:30 
p.m. starting on June 29th and going to 
August 31st. TCCC will be offering music 
and other events following the close of 
many markets.   Our vendors offer a 
variety of fresh, locally grown produce, 
beverages, baked goods and many crafts.  
Vendor inquiries are welcome. Contact 
us at putnamvalleyresidentscoalition@
yahoo.com  or call 845-528-0066.

Ongoing:  
Mondays:  

Conquering Math at Mahopac 
Library. July 9, 16, 23, 30 at 5:30 p.m. 
Explore these 4 goals: Let it Make Sense, 
Know your Tools, Practice-Practice-
Practice, and Living and Loving Math. 
For children entering grades 3 and 4; 
must attend all four sessions.  To register 
visit www.mahopaclibrary.org, or call 
845-628-2009, ext. 139

Music with Marlana:  9:30 a.m., 
- 10 a.m., Sing, dance, and laugh in 
this interactive class. A program that 
provides music, singing, dancing, and 
movement, using percussion instruments 
and pretend play. For ages 2-4. For more 
information or to register contact the 
Patterson Library at 845-878-6121 x10 or 
go to www.pattersonlibrary.org and click 
Calendar.

Summer Storytimes at the Brewster 
Public Library Stories and Songs with 
Miss Lynn, Mondays, 11:00-11:45 a.m., for 
children up to age 3. Storytime and Crafts 
with M, Wednesdays, July 11-August 15, 
11 a.m.-11:45 a.m., for ages 2-5. Storytime 
and Crafts with Connie, Fridays, July 
6-August 17, 11:00-11:45 am, for ages 3-5. 
Register online at www.brewsterlibrary.
org or call (845) 279-6421.

Movie Mondays at the Brewster 
Public Library July 2, 1 p.m.-3 p.m., I 
Can Only Imagine, Rated PG, July 9, 1 

p.m. -3 p.m., A Wrinkle in Time, Rated 
PG, July 16, 1 p.m.-2:30 p.m., A Quiet 
Place, Rated PG-13, July 23, 1 p.m.-2:30 
p.m., Sherlock Gnomes, Rated PG, July 
30, 1 p.m.-3 p.m., Chappaquiddick, Rated 
PG-13, August 6, 1 p.m.-2:30 p.m., Rock 
Dog, Rated PG, August 13, 1 p.m.-3 p.m., 
Paddington 2, Rated PG, All movies will 
be shown at the Southeast Museum. 
Popcorn will be served. Register online at 
www.brewsterlibrary.org or call 845-279-
6421

Build video games in the Brewster 
Public Library’s Game Development 
Lab on Mondays, July 2-August 13, from 
5 p.m.-6 p.m. Students in grades 6 and 
up.  Participants will dissect and discuss 
existing games to learn basic coding skills 
and learn to use Scratch, Bitsy or Twine to 
make their own projects come to life.

Tuesdays:  
The Southeast Museum and the 

Brewster Public Library will be offering 
a 4-week program, “History Rocks!” for 
ages 6-10 on Tuesdays, July 10, 17, 24 and 
3, from 1 p.m.-2 p.m. Children will learn 
about local history and participate in fun 
related activities. Register online at www.
brewsterlibrary.org or call 845- 279-6421.

Wednesdays: 
Acclaimed author Gail Carson Levine 

returns to the Brewster Public Library 
again this summer to offer a free, six 
week creative writing workshop. If you 
love to write stories or poems, this is 
the program for you! The class will be 
held on Wednesdays, July 11 to August 
15, from 1:30 p.m. -3 p.m. For ages 10-
18.Registration is required. Participants 
must be able to commit to at least 5 out of 
the 6 class sessions. This program will be 
held at the Southeast Museum, 67 Main 
Street (next door to the library). For more 
information visit www.brewsterlibrary.
org or call 845-279-6421.

History Exchange:  Calling all history 
enthusiasts! Join the Southeast Museum 
and Brewster Public Library for - History 

Exchange. Do you want to learn more 
about our local history? Join like-
minded people to discuss local history 
and research unique archives. History 
Exchange meets the second Wednesday 
of every month from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. at 
the Brewster Public Library and will be 
facilitated by Amy Campanaro, Director 
of the Southeast Museum. The first 
meeting is Wednesday June 13. To register 
please click call the Library at 279-6421.
Thursdays: 

Picnics in the Park:  Thursdays, 12:30 
p.m. - 2:30 p.m. We are setting aside 
time for everyone to bring their family 
and friends and come enjoy our park 
and gazebo. Bring a picnic lunch, play 
some outdoor games, or just drop by to 
meet new people and enjoy the sunshine. 
Children must be accompanied by an 
adult at all times. Park rules apply. For 
more information or to register contact 
the Patterson Library at 845-878-6121 
x10 or go to www.pattersonlibrary.org 
and click Calendar.
Saturdays:  

Every Saturday in 2018, admission 
to Boscobel’s grounds is pay-what-
you-wish. At any donation level that 
is comfortable, visitors are welcome to 
explore 68 acres of Boscobel’s property, 
including lush gardens and a woodland 
trail. Cold Spring Farmers’ Market:  
Boscobel. Find fresh, local produce, 
meats, and honey as well as high quality 
handcrafts. Supporting local, regional, 
and sustainable farms by providing an 
outlet for direct sales of agricultural 
products, the Cold Spring Farmers’ 
Market’s vendors are either farmers, farm 
employees, or food artisans selling fresh 
products with ingredients sourced from 
regional farms. 8:30am - 1:30pm. Every 
Saturday through October. Admission is 
free.

Tuesday, July 3 
The Reads at Reed Book Club:  7 p.m. 

to discuss the book “A Gentleman in 
Moscow”  by Amor Towles.  The meeting 
will be held at Reed Memorial Library, 
1733 Route 6, Carmel.  Contact 845-225-
2439 with any questions.
Thursday, July 5

Creativity Workshop at Reed Library:  
10: a.m., to noon.  Having trouble finishing 
creative projects?  Have a creative idea but 
not sure where to start?  This workshop 
can help!  Registration required, please 
call the library to register 845-225-2439.  
Friday, July 6 

Flo Brandon Book Group @ Mahopac 
Library. 11 a.m. Join us for a discussion 
of The Five People You Meet in Heaven 
by Mitch Albom. Drop-in group; no 
registration needed, and new members 
are always welcome.
Saturday, July 7 

Horror Story Book Group meeting. 10 
a.m. This group, led by Heather Powderly, 
meets on the first Saturday of each month 
to read and discuss horror novels. On July 
7th the group will discuss The Dartmoor 
Horror by Joe DeSantis; pick up a copy 
of the book at the Library’s Circulation 
Desk. Drop-in group; no registration 
needed.  
Tuesday, July 10 

Zumba Kids & Snack Party:  10:30 a.m. 
- noon. Kids will move and groove with 
Zumba Kids. This fun workout will be 
followed by a snack making session where 
kids will pick some nutritious foods and 
make their own high energy snack mix. 
For ages 4-7. For more information or 
to register contact the Patterson Library 
at 845-878-6121 x10 or go to www.
pattersonlibrary.org and click Calendar.

Hands on Cooking 101 for grades 
9-12. 3:30 p.m., CIA Chef Bryan will 
teach teens how to prepare and cook a 
meal of Chicken Parm with Spaghetti 
from scratch. Eat your meal with us or 
bring your delicious food home! $10 
per person; register with fee at Mahopac 
Library’s Information Desk.  For more 
information visit www.mahopaclibrary.
org.

BAMM presents The Nifty Knuckles, 
a Dixieland Trio performing old-time 
jazz.  7 p.m. The group features Jonathan 
Moritz on saxophone, Chris Welcome on 
banjo, and Shayna Dulberger on double 
bass.  Registration for this concert at 
Mahopac Library is requested.  Register 
online at www.mahopaclibrary.org, or 
call 845-628-2009, ext. 100.  Attendees are 
invited to bring one non-perishable food 
item to this concert to donate to a local 
food pantry.

Lisa Marie Martinez for a fun family 
music-making workshop called Five 
Everyday things: 5 Cosas. 6:30 p.m., the 
Desmond-Fish Library is happy to.  In 
this hour-long workshop, Lisa Marie will 
present the book Ada’s Violin: The Story 
of The Recycled Orchestra of Paraguay by 
Susan Hood. Following a discussion about 
making music and musical instruments, 
families will be presented with 5 everyday 
disposable materials which they will 
give a new life to (Coffee cans, plastic 
vegetable containers and such), and 
the first-ever Desmond-Fish Library 
Jug Band will be formed.  Learn a little 
Spanish and celebrate music as a form 
of storytelling together with sounds and 
movement, sing and dance to rhythms 
from South America and the Hudson 
Valley.  This event is free and everyone 
is invited to attend.  The Desmond-Fish 
Library is located at 472 Route 403 (at the 
corner of 9D) in Garrison, NY.  For more 
information about any of the library’s 
upcoming programs, please visit www.
desmondfishlibrary.org

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.com
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ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL  
AARON AT 914-654-1683

ATTORNEY/ LEGAL
LUNG CANCER? And Age 60+? You 
And Your Family May Be Entitled To Sig-
nificant Cash Award. Call 866-951-9073 
for Information. No Risk. No Money Out 
Of Pocket.

REAL ESTATE Attorney.  Buy/Sell/Mort-
gage Problems. Attorney & Real Estate 
Bkr, PROBATE/CRIMINAL/BUSINESS- 
Richard H. Lovell, P.C., 10748 Cross Bay, 
Ozone Park, NY 11417 718 835-9300  
LovellLawnewyork@gmail.com

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wish-
es, benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer 
free towing and your donation is 100% 
 tax deductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
Have an idea for an invention/new prod-
uct? We help everyday inventors try to 
patent and submit their ideas to compa-
nies! Call InventHelpÆ, FREE INFOR-
MATION! 888-487-7074

BUSINESS SERVICES
Funding For Businesses:  Stop waiting 
to get paid. Sell us your invoices, get paid 

tomorrow. Cash advance on invoices. Call 
(917)-622-4549. Or get business loan 24-
48 hours, www.lucidafundingcorp.com.

BUYING/ SELLLING
Buying Diamonds, gold, silver, antique 
and modern jewelry, better furs, U.S. and 
foreign coins, paintings, bronzes, com-
plete estates. Highest prices paid. Call 
914-260-8783 for appointment.

**COMIC BOOKS WANTED! TOP 
PRICES PAID!** 35 years experience; 
honest and reliable! Call 914-432-7835, or 
e-mail: smileLP@aol.com, or text: 917-
699-2496.

EVENTS
ANTIQUE LOVERS TAKE NOTE– 
BRIMFIELD’S Famous Outdoor An-
tique/Collectibles Show, 4,000 Dealers 
runs Tuesday, July 10th– Sunday, July 
15th, 2018. Info on 20 individual show 
openings– www.brimfield.com.

GOLD/SILVER WANTED
HIGHEST PRICE$ PAID - Visit West- 
chester’s Top Buyer for Gold, Silver, 
Diamonds, Coins & Currency, Watches, 
Jewelry. Licensed, Professional, No Ap- 
pointment Necessary. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days 10am-6pm, Mt. Kisco Gold & Sil- 
ver, 139E Main Street. 914-244-9500

HEALTH
VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for $99. 100 
pills for $150 FREE shipping. Money back 
guaranteed! Call Today: 800-404-0244

HELP WANTED
Experienced waitstaff, dishwasher & 
line cook needed for busy diner. Apply 

in person at Olympic Diner 195 Rt 6 Ma-
hopac, NY 10541

AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here! Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7094

HOME IMPROVEMENT
BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, 
ONE DAY updates! We specialize in safe 
bathing. Grab bars, no slip flooring & 
seated showers. Call for a free in-home 
consultation: 888-657-9488.

HOME SERVICES
Vivint- Smart & Complete Home Securi-
ty. Easily manage anywhere, Professional 
Installation as early as Tomorrow; $0 Ac-
tivation. Call For a Free Quote, Contract 
Options: 1-800-523-5571

LAND FOR SALE
LAND LIQUIDATION SALE! JUNE 
2nd & 3rd. 21 Parcels from $19,900! Coo-
perstown Lake Region. Terms avail! 888-
905-8847 to register. NewYorkLandan-
dLakes.com

LAND WANTED
SEEKING LARGE ACREAGE-Serious 
cash buyer seeks large acreage 200 acres 
and up in the Central/Finger Lakes/So. 
Tier & Catskills Regions of NY State.  
Brokers welcome. For prompt, courteous, 
confidential response, call 607-353-8068 
or email Info@NewYorkLandandLakes.
com

LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF ABIRI-
MILAN MEDIA LLC Articles of Organi-
zation were filed with the SSNY on May 
7, 2018.  Office Location is Westchester 
County.  SSNY designated as agent of 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served.  SSNY shall mail process to 
33 Westview Ave, White Plains, New 
York, 10603.  Purpose: Any lawful act or  
activity

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF AL-
VIN IRBY LLC. Articles of Organiza-
tion filed with the Secretary of State of NY 
(SSNY) on January 21, 2016. Office loca-
tion: Westchester County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent upon whom process 
against it may be served. The address to 
which the SSNY shall mail a copy of any 
process against the LLC is: 124 E 117th St, 
Apt 4D, New York, NY 10035. The princi-
pal business address of the LLC is: 124 E 
117th St, Apt 4D, New York, NY 10035. 
Purpose: any lawful act or activity.

Notice of Formation of ALTOGETHER 
SOCIAL, LLC. Arts. Of Org. filed with 
SSNY on 5/1/18. Office Location: West-
chester County. SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against it may 

be served. SSNY shall mail process to 
Deborah Meringolo, 25 City Place, Apt. 
6A., White Plains, New York. 10601. 
Purpose: any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF AR JAY 
HOME INSPECTIONS, LLC Article of 
Incorporation filed with the Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on 5/14/2018. 
County of Westchester. SSNY designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served & shall mail 
process to P.O.Box 204, Armonk, N.Y. 
10504. Purpose: Home inspections & 
Any Lawful general Purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF J&R 
WINDOWS LLC. Art. of Org. filed with 
the (SSNY) on 04/17/2018. Office loca-
tion: Westchester County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent upon whom process 
against it may be served. The Post Office 
address to which the SSNY shall mail 
a copy of any process against the LLC 
served upon him/her is: 90 State Street, 
Suite 700 Office 40, Albany, NY 12207.The 
principal business address of the LLC is: 
49 Park Drive, Mount Kisco, NY 10549. 
Purpose: any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF HELLO 
METHOD, LLC. Articles of Organiza-
tion filed with the Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 02/05/2018. Office 
location: Westchester County. SSNY is 
designated as agent upon whom process 
against the LLC may be served.  SSNY 
shall mail process to: 36 Ivy Hill Road, 
Chappaqua, NY 10514. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF RED 
DOOR BAKING COMPANY, LLC. 
Arts of Org filed with Secy of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 04/04/2018. Office location: 
Westchester. SSNY designated as agent of 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served and mailed by SSNY to: 3199 
Albany Post Rd. Suite 226A, Buchanan, 
NY 10511. Purpose: Any lawful acts or 
activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF SAS 
CAPITAL ADVISORS, LLC. Arts of Org 
filed with Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 
01/17/2018. Office location: Westches-
ter County. SSNY designated as agent of 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served and mailed by SSNY to: 201 
Willett Avenue #302, Port Chester, NY 
10573. Purpose: Any lawful acts or ac-
tivity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF KFAM 
VENTURES LLC ARTS. of Org. filed 
with the SSNY on 5/25/2018. Office:  
Westchester County. United States Corpo-
rate Agents, Inc. designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may be 
served.  SSNY shall mail copy of process 

continued on next page
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Born to sell?  
We should talk.

Great company, terrific work environment, 
committed co-workers, long-tenured staff, 

convenient location.
 

Inside sales, salary plus commission, benefits.

Email resume and cover letter to:
ljacon@nynewspapers.com

PS
New York Press Service

nynewspapers.com



July 3 - July 9, 2018 The Putnam Examiner16

Crossword 
Answers

to United States Corporate Agents, Inc., 
7014 13th Avenue, Suite 202, Brooklyn, 
New York 11228. Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF AMEN 
HOMES LLC. Articles of Organization 
filed with the Secretary of State New York 
on January 31, 2018 in Westchester Coun-
ty. The Secretary of State is designated as 
agent for service of process. The Secretary 
of State shall mail a copy of process to: 
c/o Christopher Miller, 422 South 7th 
Avenue, Mount Vernon, NY 10550. Pur-
pose: Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF MWM 
BUILDING & SUPPLY SERVICES LLC. 
Articles of Organization filed with the 
Secretary of State New York (SSNY) on 
June 7, 2018. County: Westchester. SSNY 
designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
The Secretary of State shall mail a copy 
of process to: 35 Belmont Terrace, Yon-
kers, NY 10703. Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF NORTH 
WHITE PLAINS AUTOBODY LLC.  
Arts. of Org. filed with SSNY on 6/12/18.  
Office location: Westchester County.  
SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served.  SSNY shall 

mail process to Frank Annunziato, 43-47 
Virginia Road, White Plains, New York  
10603.  Purpose: any lawful purpose.

LOTS & ACREAGE
Cooperstown Lake Region FARM LIQ-
UIDATION 4 Parcels 33-50 Acres from 
$49,900 3hrs NYC, Woods, Hunting, 
Ponds, Views Terms Available, buy before 
7/7 and we’ll pay closing costs 888-905-
8847

MEDICAL/ HEALTH/ PERSONAL
Medicare doesn’t cover all of your medi-
cal expenses. A Medicare Supplemental 
Plan can help cover costs that Medicare 
does not. Get a free quote today by calling 
now. Hours: 24/7. 1-800-730-9940

MEDICAL SUPPLIES
OXYGEN- Anytime. Anywhere. No tanks 
to refill. No deliveries. The All-New Ino-
gen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! FAA ap-
proved! FREE info kit: 866-971-2603

Attention Viagra users: Generic 100 
mg blue pills or Generic 20 mg yel-
low pills. Get 45 plus 5 free $99 + S/H.  
Guaranteed, no prescription necessary.  
Call 877-845-8068.

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- 
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own 
bandmill- Cut lumber any dimension.  

In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD:   
www.NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-567-
0404 Ext.300N

DISH Network-Satellite Televi-
sion Services. Now Over 190 chan-
nels for ONLY $49.99/mo! 2-year price 
guarantee. FREE Installation. FREE 
Streaming. More reliable than Cable.  
Add Internet for $14.95 a month.  
1-800-943-0838

A PLACE FOR MOM has helped over a 
million families find senior living. Our 
trusted, local advisors help find solutions 
to your unique needs at no cost to you. 
Call: 1-800-404-8852

REVERSE MORTGAGE: Homeowners 
age 62+ turn your home equity into tax-
free cash! Speak with an expert today and 
receive a free booklet. 1-877-580-3720

KILL BED BUGS! Buy Harris Bed Bug 
Killers/ KIT, Complete Treatment System 
Available: Hardware Stores. The Home 
Depot: homedepot.com

REAL ESTATE
PAY NO TAX  when selling property of 
any kind. Free consultation 800-330-0801 
$100k Property-Asset Minimum. For in-
formation E-mail info@1LessTax.com

RECRUITMENT
George Hildebrandt Inc. is seeking ex-
perienced Company Drivers and Owner/
Operators. $10K SIGN ON BONUS! RE-
GIONAL AND LOCAL ROUTES; NO 
TOUCH FREIGHT! Call 800-429-4004

SERVICES
Guaranteed Life Insurance! (Ages 50 to 
80). No medical exam. Affordable pre-
miums never increase. Benefits never de-
crease. Policy will only be cancelled for 
non-payment. 855-686-5879.

ClassifiedsEXAMINER MEDIA
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Printing Industries Alliance
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North Dakota Newspaper Association

North Pacific Paper 
Company v.

PAID FOR BY STOP TARIFFS ON PRINTERS AND PUBLISHERS

Washington  
policymakers  
must stand up for  
America’s newspapers 
and printers and  
over 600,000 jobs.
A single company wants to  
impose tariffs on newsprint…  
it stands alone. 

600,000 Jobs

Newsprint tariffs threaten the survival of
local newspapers and printers, and put jobs at risk.

Sign our petition today: www.stopnewsprinttariffs.org

@STOPPCoalition
#StoptheNewsprintTax
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Newsprint tariffs threaten the 
survival of local 

newspapers and printers, and 
put jobs at risk. 

Sign our petition today: 
www.stopnewsprinttariffs.org

A single company wants to impose tariffs on newsprint...it stands alone.
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Putnam Valley G Ryan Basso glides the lane en route to a game-high 23 points for the Tigers in a decisive 68-49 victory over visiting Ossining last Tuesday night when the Tigers improved to 4-4 and the Pride 
fell to 1-4... see Boys’ Hoops Notebook

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

Can’t 
Lasso 
Basso!
Put Valley 
Routs  
Ossining,
68-49
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Shrub Oak Athletic Club’s Thomas Imperati slides in safely under tag of  Yorktown’s Sean Riordan in SOAC’s 10-0 opening-round win over the host Yorktown Crusaders last Friday in the Yorktown Athletic Club’s 
4th of  July Tournament. SOAC then advanced to defeat Ossining, 13-0, in Saturday’s second round and would go on to cruise to the tourney title after a 10-0 semifinal win over the Cortlandt Panthers and a 12-2 
championship win over the Clarkstown Stars last Sunday... see Baseball Notebook
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SOAC Rises Tide, 
Wins YAC 9U 4th of 
July Tourney Title

 

Tommy 
Tsunami!
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(2/3, 4 RBI), Michael Trinchitella (3/3, 4 
RBI), Michael Aquilino (2/2, 1 RBI) and 
Nicholas Masciarelli (1/1, 1 RBI) each 
drove home runs for the winners. The 
SOAC Blue Storm 10U team currently 
leads the B Division at 10-0. The Yorktown 
Spartans 8-U currently sit atop their A 
League standings at 9-0. The Putnam 
Valley Miners are 4-2 in the 8-U B League. 
The 9-U Putnam Valley Pride (6-0) are 
being pursued by the Brewster Crush 
(5-1), Somers Black (7-2) and Cortlandt 

Panthers (7-3) for B-Division supremacy. 
The Somers Red Storm sits atop the 

11-U A-Division with a sterling 10-1 
mark and have a five-game lead on the 
competition. The Yorktown A’s lead 
the 12-U A –Division with a 5-3-1 
record. Somers Red Storm (7-2) and the 
Mahopac Indians (8-1) are vying for 12-U 
B-Division bragging rights.

ATTN GHVBL COACHES: please 
email raygallaghersports@gmail.com 
with weekly results by Sunday evening 

for inclusion in our weekly Baseball 
Notebook.

LAKELAND stud pitcher Joe Vetrano 
announced via Twitter that he is “Excited 
and honored to be selected to represent the 
Yankees in the 2018 Area Code underclass 

games”. The NWE/Putnam and LoHud 
Player of the Year is just entering his junior 
campaign, which makes this honor all the 
more sick. This Boston College-bound 
lefty has MLB draft selection written all 
over him.

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Direct Rays

Imagine domination for one minute, 
total control. Now imagination mercy, 
putting one’s opponent in check mate 
from start to finish. Such was life for the 
Shrub Oak Athletic Club 9-U team en 
route to the Yorktown Athletic Club’s 4th 
of July Tournament championship last 
weekend.

SOAC went 4-0 (all four wins by 
mercy rule) in the tournament, including 
victories over the Yorktown Crusaders 
(15-0), the Ossining Pride (13-0), the 
Cortlandt Panthers (10-0 in semis) and 
the Clarkstown Stars (club team), 12-2, 
for the tournament title.

The team ERA in tournament was an 
astounding 0.086, led by pitchers Nicholas 
Santobello (2-0 2.40 ERA) and Louie 
Vernagallo (2-0 0.00 ERA). Vincent Lugo 
provided excellent relief in two games 
with a 0.00 ERA.

Santobello went three innings in the 
championship to earn the win, allowing 
two earned runs and whiffing seven. Jake 
‘The Rake’ Bruno went 3-3 with four RBI 
to lead the team. Joseph LaPeruta, Michael 
Zumatto and Ryan Hogan all had two hits 
apiece to set the table and clean it off.

To put in in perspective, the Clarkstown 
Stars were a very successful club team 
from Rockland County that came into 
the championship game 3-0 and had only 
given up four runs entering the title tilt, 

but SOAC had their number from jump-
street.

The Storm was led throughout the 
tournament by Bruno’s beastly effort (8-9 
.889), plus Joseph LaPeruta (6-9 .667) and 
Santobello (6-9 .667).

In Greater Hudson Valley Baseball 
League action, the Mahopac Indians (B) 
10-U team improved to 5-3 with an 18-3 
win over East Fishkill last Saturday. P 
Gavin O’Keefe pitched two innings for 
the win, allowing no hits and no runs 
while fanning five for the win. He also 
led a 15-hit attack by going 3 for 3 with 
three RBI. Charles “Prizmo” Przymylski 
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SOAC Dominates, Cruises to 9U YAC Tourney Title RIP, Friend… May the Beers be Cold and Fish be Biting

Yorktown’s Mason McKenna can’t get tag down in time on hard-sliding SOAC catcher Louie Vernagallo in Shrub Oak’s 10-0 win over Yorktown.
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Mahopac’s Michael Trinchitella follows through on 
a double in Indians’ 18-3 win over East Fishkill in 
10U GHVBL action.

Yorktown’s 10-U OF Brayden Saviano makes 
sweet grab in 10-0 loss to SOAC in YAC 4th of  July 
tourney action.

SOAC’s Jake Bruno slides in safely under tag of  YAC 3B Joey Recuppio in Shrub Oak’s 10-0 win over 
Yorktown Rebels last Thursday in 4th of  July tourney.

Mahopac’s Sebastian Jackson turns corner en 
route to RBI triple in Indians’ 18-3 win over East 
Fishkill in 10U GHVBL action last Saturday.

SOAC P Nicky Santabello delivers pitch in 10-0 win 
over Yorktown in 9-U YAC tourney play.

Matt McCarthy had 
a language of his own, 
a vernacular you had 
to be around often to 
truly appreciate, much 
less understand. Born 
and raised in Putnam 
Valley and an early-’80s 
graduate of Peekskill 
High School, we could fill 
this newspaper with tall 
tales of McCarthyisms. 
Prior to his passing last 

Wednesday, the 55-year-old McCarthy 
battled alcoholism for much of his life; 
that was never a secret or something he 
was ever ashamed of. It was beyond his 
control and he knew full well – at an early 
age -- that he was essentially powerless 
over it. It was the only thing holding him 
back.

McCarthy could throw a baseball as 
hard and as far as anyone I ever met; the 
stuff of legend. He could hit in the clutch 
like few dudes could, whether he stumbled 
up to the plate (most nights) or was just 
getting started. “On beer, on base,” he 
would proclaim!

He used to tell me all the time in the 90s, 
when I was the End Zone bartender that 
drove him home more often than I didn’t: 
“You’re gonna tell my story, Graymon,” 
pointing that long, dangly finger at me. Of 
course, he called me “Graymon” because 

it rhymed with “Raymon” and he knew 
before most that I had dyed my once-
blond mullet on account of Father Time’s 
inevitable brutality. He later told me, just 
months before I conceded defeat: “You’re 
going bald like a b!+ch, kid!” 

Frankness was his 
strongest point. The 
“Catcher on the Rye”, as 
we often called him, told 
you–on and off the field– 
how it was, whether you 
wanted to hear it or not: 
“Ya know what would 
look good on you,” he’d 
bark at every new End Zone barmaid in 
‘90s? “Me!”

So, he did ask me to tell his story, and 
all I can say is that Matt McCarthy, a 
middle son of four McCarthy boys (plus 
one sister) on Peekskill Hollow Road, was 
one heck of friend and one of the finest 
teammates I ever played with, but also the 
cruelest example of what can happen when 
you let yourself go. He once speared a 
brown trout in the Peekskill Hollowbrook 
and then bit the head off it in a bar full of 
people (I kid you not), but he woke up the 
next morning ready to win another game; 
something we did more than any team 
around as the O’Connor’s/Westbrook/
End Zone/Pronto Printer teams back in  
the day. 

McCarthy was up for any challenge, 

including the time we took our softball 
team into Sing Sing Prison to challenge 
a squad of inmates, who mocked him 
openly on account of the raging red birth 
mark that covered the back half of his 
head and neck: “That’s a true redneck right 

there, y’all,” one inmate 
shouted from the opposing 
dugout as he approached 
the plate for his initial at-
bat. Matt’s retort, as always, 
was beyond anything 
anyone would say aloud in 
a prison stocked with hard-
core murderers: “I’d rather 

be a redneck than a bunch of locked-up 
(losers),” he shouted back in full throat. 

By the time the game was over, these 
cold-blooded inmates at Sing Sing had 
essentially befriended him and joked 
with all of us throughout the game. It was 
unlike anything I’d ever seen, and most 
anybody who played softball in Putnam 
Valley, Yorktown and Cortlandt from 1985 
to 2005 has a similar Matt McCarthy story. 

I often wondered how Matt never made 
his way back Sing Sing, what with his 
penchant for fast times, but Matt evaded 
the law and was usually my first customer 
every day I pulled the sticks. He didn't 
have a lot to offer folks by way of means, 
but he’d give you the shirt off his back and 
would do whatever he could to do right by 
you. His one-toothed smile was infectious, 

but his tale is one of woe.
There are so many things about him that 

I would warn young athletes about. Heck, 
I’d caution anyone against such passage! 
But he was one of the best teammates/
friends we ever had, there through thick 
and thin when we needed him. 

A lot of you student athletes who read 
this space on a regular basis have just 
wrapped up your high school careers and 
are set to enter ‘The Real World’, which 
can be cruel if you don’t get your ducks in 
a row and prioritize the heck out of your 
lives. This new world we leave the next 
generation is a harsh existence, one in 
which we barely coexist across divergent 
political lines anymore, so play nice and 
stop demonizing each other despite our 
vast differences. Civility and total respect 
for our constitution is the key to our 
future, and this next generation will steer 
the course of history. 

Life is no joke if you're the butt of it, 
so let Matt McCarthy be a lesson to you: 
You are entitled to nothing, no matter 
how good you are at it (and he was damn 
good), so work your craft, and demand 
the very best you can be – physically 
and socially–each and every day, because 
nothing is guaranteed. 

RIP, my brother! As far as characters go, 
you were unrivaled. Now, cast your blue 
Rapala into the heavens and catch us a 
big one.

The 15-U Croton Bombers recently pose with championship banner after winning the NYEB Battle 
Of  The Bats Tournament on Fathers Day weekend. It was a total team effort as everyone on the 
team stepped up to win all four games in the tournament in just over 28 hours! Walter Panas’ 
Matthew Calise was the winning pitcher in the title tilt, pitching six strong innings during the 
tournament while batting .461 with a .500 on base percentage with 5 singles, 1 double, 4 RBIs, 3 
stolen bases, and 2 runs scored!

 Croton Bombers Take  
NYEB 15-U Tourney Title



July 3- July 9, 2018www.TheExaminerNews.com 19
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Nicholas Masciarelli (1/1, 1 RBI) each 
drove home runs for the winners. The 
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The Somers Red Storm sits atop the 

11-U A-Division with a sterling 10-1 
mark and have a five-game lead on the 
competition. The Yorktown A’s lead 
the 12-U A –Division with a 5-3-1 
record. Somers Red Storm (7-2) and the 
Mahopac Indians (8-1) are vying for 12-U 
B-Division bragging rights.
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Notebook.
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campaign, which makes this honor all the 
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from start to finish. Such was life for the 
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SOAC went 4-0 (all four wins by 
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victories over the Yorktown Crusaders 
(15-0), the Ossining Pride (13-0), the 
Cortlandt Panthers (10-0 in semis) and 
the Clarkstown Stars (club team), 12-2, 
for the tournament title.

The team ERA in tournament was an 
astounding 0.086, led by pitchers Nicholas 
Santobello (2-0 2.40 ERA) and Louie 
Vernagallo (2-0 0.00 ERA). Vincent Lugo 
provided excellent relief in two games 
with a 0.00 ERA.

Santobello went three innings in the 
championship to earn the win, allowing 
two earned runs and whiffing seven. Jake 
‘The Rake’ Bruno went 3-3 with four RBI 
to lead the team. Joseph LaPeruta, Michael 
Zumatto and Ryan Hogan all had two hits 
apiece to set the table and clean it off.

To put in in perspective, the Clarkstown 
Stars were a very successful club team 
from Rockland County that came into 
the championship game 3-0 and had only 
given up four runs entering the title tilt, 
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street.

The Storm was led throughout the 
tournament by Bruno’s beastly effort (8-9 
.889), plus Joseph LaPeruta (6-9 .667) and 
Santobello (6-9 .667).
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League action, the Mahopac Indians (B) 
10-U team improved to 5-3 with an 18-3 
win over East Fishkill last Saturday. P 
Gavin O’Keefe pitched two innings for 
the win, allowing no hits and no runs 
while fanning five for the win. He also 
led a 15-hit attack by going 3 for 3 with 
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Yorktown’s 10-U OF Brayden Saviano makes 
sweet grab in 10-0 loss to SOAC in YAC 4th of  July 
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SOAC’s Jake Bruno slides in safely under tag of  YAC 3B Joey Recuppio in Shrub Oak’s 10-0 win over 
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to be around often to 
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over it. It was the only thing holding him 
back.

McCarthy could throw a baseball as 
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getting started. “On beer, on base,” he 
would proclaim!
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pointing that long, dangly finger at me. Of 
course, he called me “Graymon” because 
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before most that I had dyed my once-
blond mullet on account of Father Time’s 
inevitable brutality. He later told me, just 
months before I conceded defeat: “You’re 
going bald like a b!+ch, kid!” 
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strongest point. The 
“Catcher on the Rye”, as 
we often called him, told 
you–on and off the field– 
how it was, whether you 
wanted to hear it or not: 
“Ya know what would 
look good on you,” he’d 
bark at every new End Zone barmaid in 
‘90s? “Me!”

So, he did ask me to tell his story, and 
all I can say is that Matt McCarthy, a 
middle son of four McCarthy boys (plus 
one sister) on Peekskill Hollow Road, was 
one heck of friend and one of the finest 
teammates I ever played with, but also the 
cruelest example of what can happen when 
you let yourself go. He once speared a 
brown trout in the Peekskill Hollowbrook 
and then bit the head off it in a bar full of 
people (I kid you not), but he woke up the 
next morning ready to win another game; 
something we did more than any team 
around as the O’Connor’s/Westbrook/
End Zone/Pronto Printer teams back in  
the day. 

McCarthy was up for any challenge, 

including the time we took our softball 
team into Sing Sing Prison to challenge 
a squad of inmates, who mocked him 
openly on account of the raging red birth 
mark that covered the back half of his 
head and neck: “That’s a true redneck right 

there, y’all,” one inmate 
shouted from the opposing 
dugout as he approached 
the plate for his initial at-
bat. Matt’s retort, as always, 
was beyond anything 
anyone would say aloud in 
a prison stocked with hard-
core murderers: “I’d rather 

be a redneck than a bunch of locked-up 
(losers),” he shouted back in full throat. 
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friends we ever had, there through thick 
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Life is no joke if you're the butt of it, 
so let Matt McCarthy be a lesson to you: 
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how good you are at it (and he was damn 
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Mahopac’s Aquilino family members -- including twins Michael and Matthew and Coach Chris -- were busy scurrying about the baseball diamond last Saturday, leading the Indians to an 18-3 triumph in the 10-U 
division of  the Greater Hudson Valley Baseball League where they improved to 5-3 overall.

Mahopac Twins, 
Coach Lead 10-U 

Indians to 18-3 Win 
vs. East Fishkill

Aqua-Men!


