
By David Propper
Facing a commercial foreclosure and 

a prolonged legal battle, developer Paul 
Camarda said last week he’s as resolved as 
ever to see the Patterson Crossing project 
come to fruition. 

The long embattled Patterson Crossing 
development, which if ever realized 
would bring a Costco to Putnam County, 
is facing a fresh set of challenges. While 
new hurdles have frustrated Camarda to 
no end, he guaranteed in an interview to 
start construction on the parcel of land 
later this year.

“We will break ground this year,” 
Camarda said in a wide-ranging 
interview last Wednesday. “Are we going 
away? We’re more determined than ever 
to break ground.”

Even with the bold statement, it doesn’t 
change the fact that Patterson Crossing 
is facing incoming missiles from two 

directions, and if either hits, it could 
further drag on the project years into the 
future, give Camarda more headaches, 
and could effectively stop Costco from 
coming to the county.

Attempting to bring a Costco to 
Putnam has already featured a long series 
of complications and lengthy battles over 
more than a decade.

Two neighbors near the project, Harry 
Hitner and Michele Sweig, sued the 
Patterson Zoning Board of Appeals and 
Camarda after it was decided a Costco gas 
station could be placed on the property 
in 2016. New York State Supreme Court 
Justice Gretchen Walsh ruled in the town 
and Camarda’s favor last year, but now the 
neighbors are appealing to the appellate 
division of New York. 

The original lawsuit presented seven 
causes to the court arguing against the gas 

By David Propper
A cell tower along Route 164 in 

Patterson proposed by the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority that rankled 
nearby neighbors is likely to now be built, 
Supervisor Rich Williams announced at 
last week’s meeting. 

After a possible alternative site, which 
would’ve been located at the Patterson 
Recycling Center, fell through recently, 
the MTA is likely to go ahead with its 
original plan to build the tower on its 
property at the intersection of Route 
164 and Bullet Hole Road. The MTA 
has claimed erecting the monopole 
is necessary for improved wireless 
communication despite pleas from many 
neighbors against it.

The disappointing result ends a two-
year bid by the town to find an alternative 
site for the proposed cell tower. When 

the recycling center located at Cornwall 
Hill Road was pinpointed as a possibility, 
Williams said the town found one builder 
for it, but that company was taking too 
long so it moved onto Homeland Towers. 
Williams said the town had “pretty much 
everything set in place” with Homeland, 
but the Connecticut-based company 
notified Williams two weeks ago they 
were withdrawing from the deal. 

Homeland and Verizon could not agree 
on certain terms or Verizon simply didn’t 
want to move forward, Williams said. 

“As of today right now, any potential 
cell tower that would be located at the 
recycling center is a dead deal,” Williams 
said. 

Williams said the MTA is on hold right 
now, but is disappointed with the latest 
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station, but Walsh shot down all seven. 
In the appeal, Hitner and Sweig are only 
presenting one cause. 

Costco could have pulled out after the 
neighbors went to the appellate division, 
but Camarda and Costco have discussed a 
two-year extension. 

Before an appeal was filed, Camarda 
tried to compromise with the neighbors 
without getting the courts involved any 
further. He offered to make possible site 
plan tweaks and even offered “significant” 
compensation, but the neighbors would 
only accept a resolution that didn’t include 
the gas station, which was a non-starter. 
(Costco won’t build in Patterson if a gas 
station is not included, Camarda said.) 

Attorney Jim Bacon, representing 
Hitner and Sweig, confirmed that 
Camarda approached them with a general 
offer. 

Bacon said the appeal boils down 
to whether or not the gas station is 
an accessory use under the Patterson 
zoning code. The Patterson ZBA ruled it 
a primary use in 2016 and Judge Walsh 
affirmed that decision in her ruling last 
year. If Bacon wins this next legal round, 
it could force Costco out of the picture 
and make Camarda look for another 
anchor store.

Bacon filed an injunction to stop the 
gas station from being constructed, but 
last Friday that legal action was turned 
down by the court,  Camarda said, which 
is a legal win for him. Bacon conceded 
Camarda could begin construction on 
the Patterson Crossing site whenever he 
wants.

“The (plaintiffs) don’t want to live next 
to the gas station,” said Bacon, who also 
noted the traffic would be heavy in the 
area. “They don’t want that use.”

Camarda claims the appeal is to delay 
him in hopes that he, Costco or TD 
Bank squash the project rather than wait 
any longer. And it appears TD Bank has 
reached a breaking point.

TD Bank is seeking foreclosure of the 
commercial property, which was pledged 
as collateral for a loan the bank doled out, 
worth $7.4 million, according to legal 
papers. The loan agreement was reached 
on Jan. 31, 2008 between the two sides 
and there have been several modifications 
since then. 

According to court papers filed by TD 
Bank’s attorneys, they allege Camarda 
failed to comply with terms of the loan 
documents, make full payments and 
interest due, and pay real estate taxes due 
to the mortgage premises. 

On June 8, 2017 and Nov. 2, 2017, 
Camarda was served with stated 

defaults, and then on Dec. 19, 2017, TD 
Bank discovered there were additional 
delinquent taxes on the property. 
Camarda was finally served with a 15-
day notice in late March to meet the 
terms of the agreement, mortgage and 
loan documents, but Camarda did not, 
according to court papers. 

Camarda said while he understands TD 
Bank’s frustration, he argued the bank’s 
latest move is “detrimental” to him and 
the bank. 

“I think 90 percent of residents in 
Putnam County are just as frustrated,” 
Camarda said.

He said the amount of taxes due on the 
property is a “small number” and argued 
if it weren’t for the lawsuit by Hitner and 
Sweig, TD Bank would not have taken 
this latest action.

Camarda said he can’t find another 
bank to replace TD Bank to help finance 
the project, especially with a property 
that’s facing litigation, but he hopes to 
still negotiate with the bank to reach 
a deal to avoid foreclosure. The bank 
has contributed about 45 percent to the 
project, while Camarda has picked up the 
other 55 percent, or about $8 million.  

During an hour-long interview, 
Camarda lashed out at Southeast resident 
Ann Fanizzi, a longtime and passionate 
opponent of Patterson Crossing. Camarda 

claimed Fanizzi is bankrolling the 
attorney in the case and is also spreading 
information about the foreclosure to 
different town officials. 

He stated he’s considered legal action 
against Fanizzi for tortious interference 
and claims she wants to “personally hurt” 
him.

Fanizzi chided Camarda and said he 
has hasn’t developed much in Putnam in 
recent memory. When asked if she thought 
the most recent legal development was 
simply a delay tactic, Fanizzi demurred 
and said there is a real issue over whether 
the zoning code permits a gas station. 

When asked about Camarda’s assertion 
she is paying Bacon’s attorney fees, Fanizzi 
replied, “I don’t care what he claims.” (She 
noted Bacon has been the attorney for 
the former organization Putnam County 
Coalition to Preserve Open Space, which 
she was part of.) When asked whether she 
was sending the foreclosure information 
to different Putnam towns, Fanizzi called 
it Camarda’s “conspiracy.”

“I don’t care what Camarda says,” 
she said. “Camarda is on the point of 
defamation.”

Fanizzi criticized Camarda for not 
engaging more productively with the 
community and said he had a “checkered 
career.” While she thinks he will eventually 
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By Neal Rentz
Businesses that hire individuals with 

disabilities are being recognized in 
Putnam County. 

Decals will be provided by The ARC 
of Putnam to business owners who hire 
disabled employees. The decals are to be 
displayed in store windows.

The new decal states, “We hire people 
with disabilities” and shows hands and 
arms linked.

The decal was unveiled at the offices of 

the Putnam County Legislature in Carmel 
on Friday.

ARC of Putnam Executive Director 
Susan Limongello said at about 10 
percent of New York State residents has 
a disability. “We serve about 650 people,” 
she said.  

Legislator Barbara Scuccimarra said 
a friend from Cold Spring helped her 
come up with the decal design. “I said 
I want something that kind of unifies,” 
Scuccimarra said. 

Putnam Businesses that Hire 
Disabled to Receive Recognition

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
The decal that will be provided to Putnam businesses that hire the disabled was unveiled on Friday at 
the offices of  the County Legislature in Carmel. Shown above are Legislator Barbara Scuccimarra, left 
and The ARC of  Putnam Executive Director Susan Limongello.
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By Martin Wilbur
Former Westchester County legislator 

Peter Harckham will run for the 40th 
state Senate District seat after he was 
apparently asked by Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo to contemplate entering the race.

Harckham said he has been 
approached by former constituents, 
various Democrats and others to weigh a 
candidacy for the party’s nomination to 
oppose two-term Republican incumbent 
Terrence Murphy.

Harckham did not answer questions 
on his pending candidacy but announced 
late last week on his Facebook page 
that he intends to formally declare his 
candidacy sometime this week.

“These unsettling times of uncertainty 
call for people of good conscience, 
rational minds, and a proven record 
of experience,” Harckham stated. “I 
cannot sit on the sidelines while Donald 
Trump and Terrence Murphy, the man 
who nominated him at the Republican 
National Convention, attack our State 
and our very values.”

Harckham, who now lives in 
Lewisboro, resigned from his Board of 
Legislators seat in June 2015 after seven 
and a half years in office to join Cuomo’s 
administration as the assistant director 
of the Office of Community Renewal at 
the Office of Homes and Community 
Renewal. He served as majority leader 

for some of his time on the Board of 
Legislators.

Although two other Democrats in 
the district had seriously weighed a run 
earlier this year, Robert Kesten, another 
Lewisboro resident, had remained the 
only other candidate to official candidate 
since he announced his bid late last 
summer. With Harckham entering the 
race, he and Kesten are likely to face off 
in a September primary.

Kesten, who has been friends with 
Harckham for 20 years, said he called 
the former county lawmaker within the 
past two weeks and learned that Cuomo 
requested he jump in the race. Kesten 
declined to speculate what motivated the 
governor and that he has had no contact 
with Cuomo or anyone from his office or 
staff.

“It’s hard for me to judge what the 
governor is thinking other than like 
many politicians if you can have your 
own person in a seat or in a race it makes 
it better for you when you’re also are in 
a primary or a general election,” Kesten 
said.

“I didn’t need to be asked by the 
governor or anybody else to get into the 
race,” he added. “I got in because there 
was nothing left for me to do because I 
couldn’t ask other people to do what I 
wouldn’t do myself.”

It has been speculated that Cuomo 

may be attempting to entice the best 
possible candidates to run in an attempt 
to wrest control of the Senate from the 
Republicans. Currently, Republicans 
hold a one-seat advantage in the Senate. 
Seven of the eight members of the 
Independent Democratic Conference 
(IDC) have said they are rejoining the 
Democratic caucus but they could 
remain a wild card.

Cuomo, a New Castle resident, also 
lives in the 40th Senate District.

The relatively late request could 
potentially jumble the race or trigger 
political tremors throughout the district. 
To date, Democratic committees from 
12 municipalities throughout the district 
have endorsed Kesten.

A statement from Murphy’s campaign 
manager Martha Ruiz Jimenez went after 
the Democrats for having one flawed 
candidate in Kesten and another in 
Harckham.

“The Governor must feel that the so-
called Indivisible movement is a joke,” 
Jiménez said. “He clearly doesn’t trust 
local Democrats to make the right call, 
but while knifing them in the back, he 
is recycling a stale candidate who once 
sought to join Shelley Silver and saddled 
northern Westchester with the HUD 
settlement. Voters have already rejected 
Peter Harckham and they will do so 
again if given the chance.”

Harckham and Kesten pledged 
Democratic unity despite the contested 
matchup for nomination.

 “As Democrats our values are aligned,” 
Harckham stated. “Our united goal is 
to defeat Terrence Murphy and to turn 
the (New York) State Senate Blue. I am 
excited to enter this race and hit the 
ground running with my campaign team 
to assemble the coalition of supporters 
and voters necessary for success in 
November.”

Harckham commended Kesten for his 
campaign efforts and have “learned to 
admire and respect him.” 

Kesten said he’s hopeful that the 
committees that have endorsed him will 
not jump ship. There is the possibility 
that the challenge could make the party 
stronger. 

“I would think that for both Peter 
and me our goal and objective is to see 
a blue Democratic state Senate, not in 
IDC hands, not in the governor’s hands, 
but an independent voice of the people 
of New York, and if we both stick to that 
and run on that than hopefully it will be 
two voices against Mr. Murphy and the 
Trump Republicans in the Senate versus 
just one voice,” Kesten said.

In his only bid for statewide office, 
Harckham was defeated in a 2010 
special election for the state Assembly by 
Republican Robert Castelli.

Harckham to Run for State Senate, Force Democratic Primary
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By David Propper
With the sudden resignation of former 

New York State attorney general Eric 
Schneiderman, state lawmakers are taking 
next steps to fill his void as a plethora of 
candidates have come forward interested 
in the position. 

Schneiderman stepped down quickly 
after sickening revelations came out in a 
New Yorker article last week that accused 
him of mistreating women that he was 
in relationships with, including verbal 
and physical abuse. With the shocking 
departure, the state legislature must 
appoint a new attorney general to fill 
the void until someone is elected this 
November. 

Currently, Barbara Underwood is the 
acting attorney general after she was 
automatically elevated from solicitor 
general once Schneiderman stepped 
down. (She said in an interview with the 
New York Daily News that she’d like to 
serve out the rest of this year, but does not 
want to run for a full term.)

Several public officials in other 
elected positions have come forward, 
expressing interest in the position. It’s 
a near guarantee a Democrat will be 
selected since the state legislature is 
overwhelmingly Democratic, with the 
Assembly having a large Democratic 
majority.

Assemblywoman Sandy Galef, a 

Democrat, said the assembly will be 
interviewing possible candidates this 
week and will also be speaking with 
Underwood. Once that process is 
complete, Galef said she’d have a better 
idea of what she’d like to do. 

What makes things more interesting is 
the statewide Democratic convention is 
later this month, where a candidate will 
be nominated to run for a full, four-year 
term. Galef said she’d keep her options 
open. 

Galef, who has been in the assembly 
since 1992, said this is the first time 
the legislature would need to appoint 

someone during her 
tenure in an election year 
where politics will be in 
play. 

“This is quite unique, the 
timing is not easy,” Galef 
said. “It’s a very different 
scenario. With each time 
something happens, your 
responses are unique also.”

Galef said it was 
appropriate for 
Schneiderman to step 
down, adding she was 
shocked by the allegations. 
She said her and other 
assembly members were at 
dinner together when the 
news broke about him and 

phones started buzzing. 
“Other people have disappointed me 

over time that I knew them in one setting, 
but I didn’t know them in another,” Galef 
said. “You always think of everybody as 
consistent and I guess we’re surprised 
when they’re not.”

Assemblyman Kevin Byrne, a 
Republican, said in an email, he 
supports the state legislature appointing 
an attorney general because it’s part 
of their responsibility as a lawmaking 
body. But he said he believes lawmakers 
should “strongly consider” appointing 
Underwood to the remainder of the 

term until voters make their decision on 
election day this November. 

“If we do not do our job, it will send 
the wrong message and would still allow 
the Governor and others to influence the 
nominating process for the upcoming 
election,” Byrne stated. 

Byrne said Schneiderman was exposed 
for the “despicable, mistrusting person 
we now know him to be.” He thanked the 
women that came forward, despite threats 
from a very powerful man. 

“While my anger and disappointment 
in our state’s top law enforcement officer 
swells, my heart also goes out to the brave 
victims who came forward to tell their 
story,” Byrne stated. 

State Sen. Terrence Murphy has 
been selected to be part of the vetting 
committee for prospective AG 
candidates. He declined comment, 
through a spokesman, at this time due to 
confidentiality concerns. 

Earlier in the week Murphy, a 
Republican, slammed Schneiderman for 
the allegations against him. 

“As a father of a beautiful daughter I 
am disgusted by the allegations regarding 
the treatment of women by Attorney 
General Eric Schneiderman,” Murphy 
stated. “Let’s be clear: there is no room in 
our society for this type of behavior. It is 
sickening to see the level of hypocrisy that 
has been revealed.”

NYS Leg. Seeks to Appoint New AG After Schneiderman Resigns

Barbara Underwood is the acting attorney general.
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development. The MTA is willing to 
give the town more time to find another 
location, but Williams said he doubts the 
town can find another suitable spot by 
the MTA’s November deadline.

“I don’t believe we have enough time 
to meet their deadline, they’ve been on 
hold for nearly two years waiting for 
us,” Williams said. “Unless something 
changes dramatically, it’s not likely that 
we would be able to provide them with a 
location, which means the Route 164 site 
will move forward.” 

Williams asked board members if the 
town should seek out engineer services 
about an overall build out of a cell 
network in Patterson. 

Councilman Shawn Rogan said the 
town should identify where the best 
sites for towers are and which areas 
have the best coverage. While Rogan 
isn’t in favor of constructing many cell 
towers, he understands the need for 
reliable communication, especially for 
emergency services. 

When he was on the planning 
board, Rogan said he and members felt 
powerless to control if and where cell 
towers could be built. Factors like health 

or financing can’t legally be considered 
when approving a tower, Rogan said.

“If we can minimize the number of 
towers and figure out the location,” Rogan 
said. “Look I don’t want to have any, but 
I’d rather have two than five.”

get the project off the ground, she argued 
the problems he has now are of his own 
doing. 

“If he wants to put a shovel in the 
ground, let him put a shovel in the 
ground,” Fanizzi said, adding later, “He’s 
his own worst enemy.” 

Ideally, Camarda said that the 
neighbors’ lawsuit would be defeated and 
TD Bank would stop its action against 
him or he would find another bank to 
provide financing. He admits if he knew 
he’d face mountains of litigation over this 

project from the start, he would have 
never proposed it and he plans on doing 
much less or nothing at all in Putnam in 
the coming years.

Camarda, who has spent much of his 
career working in the county, warns 
if he leaves Putnam without Patterson 
Crossing becoming a reality, no developer 
will ever want to follow in his footsteps. 
With population in the county continuing 
to slide, it’ll make attracting development 
even harder, he said. 

“It’s a sad commentary,” Camarda said. 
“In the end we’re determined because we 
know we’re in the right.”
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Bumper to Bumper is Back
$29.95 SPECIAL
Oil and filter, battery and alternator check, inspect belts and hoses and top off all fluid levels, test
coolant, inspect brakes and adjust as necessary, check struts, shocks, and CV Joints, check
lights, rotate tires, check tire pressures, inspect wipers AND print engine health report!

Use Code: EX0517 Offer good through 4/30/18

GET A 4 WHEEL ALIGNMENT AT 1/2 PRICE AND FREE TIRE
ROTATION EVERY 6,000 MILES FOR THE LIFE OF THE TIRES. 
OFFER EXPIRES 4/30/18

Check us out on Facebook
for exclusive specials!

2597 Rt. 22 Patterson
PattersonAutoBody.com 8 4 5 . 8 7 8 . 3 4 5 6

Your Complete Automotive Service Center

PURCHASE A SET OF 4 ALL SEASON TIRES

REMINDER: Don’t forget to check your
inspection and registration expiration dates!!

OFFER EXPIRES 5/25/18 

Offer good through 5/25/18

‘I don’t believe 
we have enough 

time to meet 
their deadline, 

they’ve been 
on hold for 

nearly two years 
waiting for us.’ - 
Supervisor Rich 

Williams
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1-888-FIDELIS • fideliscare.org
(1-888-343-3547) TTY: 711

2 0  Y E A R S  O F  S E R V I C E

HERE TODAY. HERE TOMORROW.

HERE TO STAY.

“At Fidelis Care, our goal has never 
been to be the biggest health plan, but 
to be the best. We always strive to do 
the right thing for our members and 
providers.”

Nilsa Cedeño
Government Relations Director
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By Rick Pezzullo
State Senator Terrence Murphy (R/

Yorktown) is planning to propose 
delaying the closing of the Indian Point 
nuclear power plants in Buchanan until 
at least 2030.

During an interview in his district 
office in Jefferson Valley on May 3, 
Murphy revealed at the next New 
York State Indian Point Closure Task 
Force meeting he would making that 
suggestion since no concrete plan has 
been established on how to replace the 
lost energy or how entities affected by 

the loss of revenue from the plants will 
survive.

“I don’t believe they have a plan,” said 
Murphy, who kicked off his reelection 
campaign earlier this month. “There 
should have been a plan, so the area isn’t 
going to be mothballed. If this involves 
getting the federal government involved, 
so be it.”

It was announced in January 2017 that 
the Indian Point nuclear power plants, 
which have been a fixture in Buchanan 
for more than 50 years and help provide 
electricity to several million homes and 

businesses in Westchester and the five 
boroughs of New York City, will close in 
2021.

The announcement stunned local 
officials since Entergy, which purchased 
the controversial plants 15 years 
ago, invested $1.3 billion in safety 
improvements and has been seeking a 
20-year license renewal from the federal 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission since 
2007 to continue operating the facility.

An agreement to shut down the plants 
was worked out between Entergy, several 
New York State offices and agencies and 

Riverkeeper. Under the pact, Indian 
Point Unit 2 will cease operations as 
early as April 2020 and Unit 3 in April 
2021. However, an emergency provision 
is included that could give Entergy 
an additional four years of service in 
the event of war, a sudden increase in 
electrical demand or a sudden shortage 
of electric energy.

“You just don’t go in and decimate 
an entire school district and an entire 
village,” Murphy said of Hendrick 
Hudson and Buchanan, both of which 
have relied heavily on income from the 

plants. “That’s not right. This shouldn’t 
be about politics. Governor Cuomo 
wanted to close it for years. It was 
very disappointing that there was no 
collaboration in the community.”

Since the announcement, a local 
task force has been meeting regularly, 
brainstorming for ways to replace the 
lost revenue and reuse the more than 
200-acre property.

A few weeks ago, Murphy disclosed 
$24 million had been added in the 
recently approved state budget in a 
specially designated fund that could be 
tapped into as early as 2022 if Indian 
Point shuts down as planned. However, 
collectively, $32 million will disappear 
annually once the plants stop operating.

The Village of Buchanan stands to lose 
46% ($4 million) of its operating budget, 
while the Hendrick Hudson School 
District will lose $24 million annually 
(33% of its budget). Others affected 
are: Cortlandt ($800,000), Westchester 
County ($1 million), Hendrick Hudson 
Free Library ($394,110, 28% of its 
budget) and the Verplanck Fire District 
($372,703, 64% of its budget).

Murphy said he would have voted 
against the budget if money wasn’t set 
aside in the cessation fund as Cuomo has 
proposed in his spending plan.

Murphy to Propose Delaying Close of Indian Point

State Senator Terrence Murphy 
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Weight loss is a journey.  
And it starts here.

If you’re significantly overweight and 

ready to live a happier and healthier life, 

the nationally recognized weight loss 

program at Putnam Hospital Center 

can help. Learn more about the bariatric 

surgery program, including minimally 

invasive surgical techniques, nutritional 

counseling and support groups.

WATCH AN EDUCATIONAL  
ONLINE SEMINAR OR ATTEND  
AN IN-PERSON SEMINAR.

ONLINE SEMINAR: 

Visit healthquest.org/PHCweightlosssurgery to watch  

an online seminar about the program at your convenience. 

IN-PERSON SEMINAR:  

May 17, 2018 | 4:30-5:30pm
Call 845.230.4797 to reserve your spot.

TTY/Accessibility: 800.421.1220

T:7.25”

T:9”
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The Duffle Bag 
Patterson 

Business 

of the Week

By Anna Young
Father-daughter duo Brian and Jean 

Benedict have been prosperous in 
preserving history and taking care of the 
nation’s finest service members for more 
than 30 years. 

Brian Benedict always had an interest 
for military memorabilia after watching 
family members serve. That passion 
thrived when he joined the New York 
Guard and later fused his expertise and 
knowledge when he opened The Duffle 
Bag in 1986. 

“My father has always had a passion for 
militaria and we turned it into a business. 
He’s a wealth of knowledge,” Jean Benedict 
said. “We’re an old fashioned Army-Navy 
store. We have a history of men in the 
military so it was a natural progression.”

And a natural progression it was, 
especially for Benedict who spent her 
teenage years helping her father and 
now owns the military surplus store in 
Paterson. 

“I grew up with it,” Benedict said. “The 
history and the stories are so interesting.”

The Duffle Bag offers military uniforms 
and cold weather clothing, boots, 550 
paracord, dog tags, ammo cans, children’s 
camouflage clothing, insignia, packs and 
other accessories. 

“We sell a good product and people 
appreciate that,” Benedict said. “We like 
to help people and the veterans.”

The Benedicts also help raise money for 
the United States War Dog Association, 
a nonprofit organization of former and 
current military dog handlers who honor 
and take care of the invaluable canines 
that serve the country. 

“Military working dogs don’t get 
support from the government because the 
dog is considered a piece of equipment,” 

Benedict said. 
“The handler has 
to buy grooming 
supplies and 
extra things 
to take care of 
the dogs. So we 
support the non-
profit group that 
supports them.” 

Along with 
military surplus, 
Benedict said 
their business 
collaborates 
and consults 
on television, 
film and theater 
projects. Their 
work has 

appeared on the History Channel, CBS 
and in films such as “Godzilla” and 
“Operation Dumbo Drop.” 

Brian Benedict has also been feature 
on the History Channel as “The Duffle 
Bag Man” for his extensive knowledge on 
World War II artifacts and memorabilia. 

The family business will host many 
community events including their 
annual 1940’s styled dinner dance at the 
Patterson Recreation Center. Attendees 

are encouraged to dress in 40s vintage 
attire and are surrounded by memorabilia, 
antique military vehicles, and living 
historians dressed in uniform. 

“It’s a nice evening out if you like big 
band music,” Benedict said. 

They also put on a military and knife 
collectors show every April and October. 
Benedict said the show attracts tourists, 
families and members throughout 
community. 

Along with the big events, the Benedicts 
have been a staple in Putnam using their 
knowledge and interests to organize free 
events for the community and veterans, 
including a living history exhibit, historic 
displays dating back to World War I, 
educational sessions with the local school 
districts, and Memorial Day events. 

“It’s been a good, honest way to make 
a living,” Benedict said. “It’s nice to help 
people whenever we can.”

The Duffle Bag is located on 1270 
Route 311 in Patterson. They are open 
Tuesday through Friday from noon to 
6 p.m. Saturday they are open from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday noon to 4 p.m. 
They are closed on Monday. For more 
information, call 845-878-7106, visit 
www.thedufflebaginc.com or email info@
thedufflebaginc.com. 

PROVIDED PHOTO
The Duffle Bag opened in 1986 and has been a staple of  the community ever 
since, beaming with American pride. 

for the AMERICAN DREAM.

LOCAL IS working hard

SNK PETROLEUM
Ali Kirmani, Owner & CEO

Local is powerful. Ali Kirmani believes in 
the American Dream. An immigrant from 

Pakistan, he tells his children, “If you work hard 
and love what you do, you will succeed.”

Ali started out with one gas station at La Guardia Airport in 2001. 
“Tompkins Mahopac Bank helped me get the loan,” he says.

Since then, Tompkins has helped him grow to nearly 50 sites, 
while also expanding into gasoline distribution.

“They’re like family,” Ali says of Tompkins. “They are very big. 
But when you’re their customer, they become very small. 

They know you by name.”

Get the power of local for your business. 
Visit MahopacBank.com.

MahopacBank.com
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Fred Tremarzo
Fred Tremarzo, 93 years young, of 

Mahopac died peacefully in his sleep on 
May 4, with his devoted son John by his 
side in the home he lived in for the past 
50 years. Fred was born on September 30, 
1924 to the late Ferdinanto and Lillian 
Tremarzo, in the Bronx, New York. On 
May 15, 1949 he married the love of his 
life Marion Cahill and together they were 
blessed with four children Fred, Bob, 
Terry, and John. Fred proudly served 
our country with the United States Army 
Air Forces during World War II.  He 
was a proud American and advocate 
for all service men and women of the 
United States as well as, a member of the 
AMVETS, American Legion, and the 
VFW.  He was an amazing man known 
for his kindness and his friendly laid-back 
attitude.  He was everyone’s friend and 
nurtured many friendships that lasted 
his entire lifetime.  Fred loved gardening, 
traveling, camping, NY Yankees, and 
Italian music with his Martini at 5pm.  He 
went on 30 cruises in his lifetime, traveled 
to Europe numerous times, and enjoyed 
many visits to Montauk every year. 
Fred is survived by his beloved children 
John, Teresa (John), Robert (Maureen), 
and Frederick (Nancy) along with his 5 
cherished grandchildren Laree, Nicole, 
John Paul, Courtney, and Kevin and his 
two precious great-grandchildren Olivia 
and Margaret. He is predeceased by his 
loving wife Marion who he was married 
to for 40 wonderful years.  Fred will be 
dearly missed by all who had known 
and loved him, yet his legacy of love and 
devotion to family and friends will always 
hold a special place in our hearts.

Edward T. Minogue
It is with great sadness in their hearts 

that the family Edward T. Minogue, 76, of 
Brewster, announces his passing on May 
7. Edward died at the Regional Hospice 
facility in Danbury, CT., surrounded by 
his loving family. Edward was born on 
March 13, 1942 to the late Edward T. and 
Ellen Fitzgerald Minogue of Manhattan. 

On October 9, 1965 he married the love of 
his life, Barbara Haughney, and they were 
blessed with three daughters - Barbara, 
Marie and Linda. Before he retired in 
1990, Edward was a decorated officer of 
New York’s finest NYPD, having a long-
standing career of public service. He 
earned the honor of becoming a Captain 
of the Police Department and was both 
admired and respected by all who 
knew and had the privilege of working 
beside him. Along with working for the 
NYPD, Mr. Minogue was a Pipe Major 
in the NYPD Emerald Society Pipes and 
Drums. After his law enforcement career, 
he became a Sr. Vice President of Met 
Life. Although Edward dedicated most of 
his life to the police department and the 
community of New York City, making it a 
safer place for everyone, it was his family 
he lived for. He was an extremely admired 
and decorated officer, but he was just as 
equally respected and decorated in his 
home life. He was a loving husband, proud 
father, and adored grandfather and was 
fondly called GPA.  Edward is survived by 
his devoted wife of 52 years, Barbara, his 
three loving daughters Barbara and son-
in-law Patrick McGee, Marie and son-in-
law Lee Rosenkrantz, and Linda and son-
in-law Jim Coughlan, his six cherished 
grandchildren Meghan, Patrick, Grace, 
Aidan, Tyler and Dylan, all of whom he 
adored. Each child held a special place 
in his heart. He is also survived by his 
two beloved siblings, Ellen Minogue and 
Richard Minogue. He will be missed by 
all who knew and loved him. His legacy 
of devotion will live on in the hearts of all.

Ruth Godfrey Roth
Ruth “Ruthie” Godfrey Roth, 93, of 

Brewster, died peacefully on May 7, 
surrounded by her loving family. Ruthie 
was born on April 18, 1925 in Brewster. 
She was the third of nine children born to 
Gladys (Smalley) and Raymond Godfrey. 
She was always proud to tell stories of 
her childhood growing up on her family 
farm during the Great Depression. Ruthie 
graduated from Brewster High School 
where she met the love of her life Edward 
G. Roth. The two would become engaged 
during WWII where Eddie proudly served 
in the US Army while Ruthie worked as 
our very own “Rosie the Riveter” building 
airplanes in Bridgeport, CT. They were 
married upon his return in 1945. In 1947 
they welcomed their only child, and 
the joy of their life, Sandra Roth Millar. 
Ruthie loved to sew and bake and was the 
leader of the Brewster Homemakers’ Club 
for many years. She created hundreds of 
stuffed animals, dolls, and clothing for 
friends and family. She spent decades of 
her life volunteering and worshipping at 
the First Baptist Church of Brewster, NY, 
where she tirelessly devoted her time to 
help others. She worked for fifteen years 
at Guidepost Magazine in the Prayer and 
Fellowship Department. Ruthie lived 

her life selflessly doing for others, she 
had a deep faith and love for Jesus and 
it showed through how she lived her life 
every single day. Ruthie always had a 
smile and a hug (and usually kisses) for 
anyone who would take them. She had a 
tremendous impact on everyone she met 
and her legacy will live on in so many. 
Ruthie was pre-deceased by her loving 
husband Eddie, her brothers: Raymond, 
Ronnie and Charles, and her sisters: 
Vivian, Marion and Dorothy. In addition 
to her loving daughter Sandra, she is 
survived by her son-in-law Raymond, 
her grandchildren, Julie Leheny (Patrick), 
Scott Millar (Brandi), and Kristie O’Neill 
(Daniel). She is also the adoring great-
grandmother to Joseph, Morgan and 
Macie Leheny, Jacob and Rylee Millar, and 
Ayden, Brady and Kasey O’Neill. She will 
also be missed greatly by her surviving 
siblings, Lois Taylor and George Godfrey 
and many nieces and nephews whom 
she loved dearly. The family would like 
to thank the staff at Glenn Hill Nursing 
home in Danbury, CT for the loving care 
they provided Ruth for the past several 
years. 

Kevin D. O’Connor
It is with great sadness in their hearts 

the family of Kevin Daniel O’Connor 
announces his passing on May 8. Kevin 
passed away at the Hope Hospice facility 
in Cape Coral, Fl. surrounded by some 
of his loving family. Kevin was born 
September 7, 1951 to the late Francis and 
Cornelia O’Connor in Amityville.  He 
was a veteran, proudly serving in the US 
Army during the Vietnam War, attaining 
the rank of Sergeant. On February 26, 
2001 he married the love of his life, 
Donna, and was then blessed to become 
a step-father to his daughter Dana. Kevin 

grew up in Ossining, graduating from 
Ossining High School. He continued 
to have lifelong ties to his friends of 
Ossining, as well as Westchester, working 
for the Town of Somers in the Parks and 
Recreation Department for 33 years. He 
retired in 2011 as Assistant Park Foreman. 
Everyone who had the honor of knowing 
Kevin would all agree he had a great heart, 
contagious laugh and loved “his” Yankees. 
He was an avid lover of music (Moody 
Blues, Gordon Lightfoot, etc) and played 
guitar. Kevin was also an avid reader of 
biographies and the history of our great 
nation. He was a proud volunteer for 
The Red Cross of Westchester, as well as 
a Minister of Hospitality at St. Joseph’s 
Church in Somers. Kevin left the world a 
better place for having known him. Kevin 
was a long time parishioner of St. Joseph’s 
Church, in Somers New York, and a part-
time parishioner of Our Lady of the Lake 
R.C. Church in Lake Carmel and of St. 
Katherine R.C. Church in Cape Coral, 
Florida and was dedicated to the Lord. 
Although Kevin loved his work and giving 
back to the community, it was his family he 
treasured most. He was a loving husband, 
dedicated stepfather, beloved brother, 
cherished uncle and a friend to many. He 
will be greatly missed by all who knew 
and loved him. The Westchester/Putnam/
Cape Coral communities will miss Kevin 
and his legacy of love, friendship and 
devotion, for all those he touched will 
surely remember him. Kevin is survived 
by his beloved wife Donna, as well as his 
step-daughter Dana; his sisters Christine 
Joynes, Kathleen Brigham (Mike,) 
Maryann Snyder; and his brothers Frank 
(Diane), Terry (Nancy), Jerry and Denis 
(Janet). He is also survived by his many 
nieces and nephews and grandnieces and 
grand-nephews who he cherished; each 
had a special place in his heart.
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Across
1. Little League coach, often
4. Terrif
7. Rapper prefix
10. Historical period
11. 1979 Hockey Hall of Fame inductee
12. A bill in the till
13. Letter run
14. Laments
16. New Cortlandt Manor salon that 
treats you
like a diety
18. Brain child
19. Roll
20. Michigan college
22. Early Apple computer
25. “Give it ___!”
27. Auto pioneer Ferrari
29. French furniture, maybe
33. “Jimmy ___” or Brewster/Carmel
construction rental company
34. Ending of many website names
35. Convenience store convenience
36. Procured
37. Herbal quaff
38. Mauna ___
39. Where to pamper oneself
40. Common ID

Down
1. Indian city
2. Loser of 1588
3. Pioneer surveyor, Boone
4. Verne hero

5. Pointer
6. Kind of registry
7. Hendrix song, “Bold as ___”
8. Chemical suffixes
9. Nothing ___
15. Swirled
17. Big name in Inns
21. Ripenings
23. High-hats
24. Islands west of Portugal
26. Leading
28. Heart, liver e.g.
29. Neb. neighbor
30. Pear-shaped string instrument
31. Rombauer of ‘’The Joy of Cooking’’
32. “___ life!”

Crossword by Myles Mellor Answers on page 17

Advertise in The Putnam Examiner  •  914-864-0878

Crossword Puzzle

Sally is smart, playful 
& happy! Visit her at: 

The Putnam   
Humane Society 

Pet Of The Week:         

Service your 
A/C before the         Heat,

Our $99 Tune-up Special 
Can’t Be Beat!

Air Conditioning Start-ups, 
Repairs & Tune-ups

Licensed, insured and bonded!
Quality guaranteed!

845 628-1330
sclafanienergy.com
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Dance Dads Raise $55K 
for Camp No Limits

A group of  dancing dads from Seven Star School of  Performing Arts took 
to the stage to share their talents for charity. This year, 24 dads participated 
in the annual Kids for Kids Dancing For Life Dance Competition in North 
Haven, CT on April 22. Kids for Kids is an organization that raises funds for 
children in medical or financial need and does so by hosting a competition 
each year in New Jersey and Connecticut. In order to commemorate the 
competitions 25th anniversary this year, dance dads from Seven Star 
School, along with three other studios from Connecticut came together in 
order to raise money for Camp No Limits. Camp No Limits provides camps 
for children with loss limbs and their families and host an event at Quinnipiac 
University each summer.  

Collectively, the dance dads raised an outstanding $55,000 from various 
fundraising events, online campaigns and donations.  A check was presented 
on stage to the founder of  Camp No Limits and families that have attended 
in the past.  The funds raised will help send 150 campers to Quinnipiac this 
summer. To top off  the valiant fundraising efforts of  the Seven Star dance 
dads, they outperformed their competition and took home the first Dance 
Dads Cup as champions! 

July 2nd through 
August 17th

Tom Thumb Campus- 1949 E Main St., Mohegan Lake, NY - Nancy Brophy Owner/Director

Operating Hours: 7am-6pm
2:15 or 3:15 dismissal programs available

914 528-5600

We are a school!

www.tomthumbpreschool.com

1/2 Day/Full Day  
Programs Available Helping to build Healthy Bodies and Strong Minds.

Directors: Teodora Cepoi-Olympic Silver Medalist
Sorin Cepoi-Twice Olympic Competitor

Tom Brophy-Club Manager

SUMMER CLASSES
Preschool, Recreational and Team Classes Available

www.dynamicgym.com
914-528-5437

The Stay & Play Club is a fun, active and 
safe environment for elementary school 

aged children after school.

For Ages 
3-5 to 9 years old

Hours: 9 to 3
Choose your own days.

Before/After  
Camp Care Available

School & Camp Guide

The weather is warming up, school is 
winding down and parents are already 
looking for ways to keep the kids busy 
for the next three months. Luckily, Club 
Fit has them covered. The club’s Summer 
Camp offers a variety of camps and 
activities for all ages, including soccer, 
basketball, football, volleyball, dance, 
as well as daily swimming for everyone! 
There are also swim lessons available for 
a fee. 

The club’s camps provide kids with 
an environment that is safe, fun and 
encouraging that fosters creativity, energy 
and positivity. Additionally, Club Fit has 
camp programs for all levels and age 
ranges, from full-day to half-day and 
Kinder Camp, as well as specialty camps 
and counselor-in-training programs. 
Kinder Camp and Half-Day campers have 
swimming lessons included! Also, weather 
isn’t a concern, as the facility includes 
both an indoor and outdoor areas, so 
that, even when the sun disappears, the 
fun doesn’t have to stop. 

The camp’s staff is comprised of skilled 
and knowledgeable counselors, including 

college students with backgrounds in 
sports, fitness and child care. Drawing 
on their wide range of experience, these 
counselors will give Club Fit campers a 
day filled with activities that encourage 
creativity, teach sportsmanship and 
inspire positive thinking and body 
awareness. 

In addition to the wide range of 
programs offered at Club Fit camps, there 
are a number of fun activities that are 
guaranteed to keep campers motivated 
and engaged throughout the day. These 
include inflatables, a gaga pit, and special 
theme days, ensuring that every day is 
different and exciting! 

If you have additional questions 
regarding the Club Fit Jefferson Valley Day 
Camp please call Mary Ann Helf at 914-
250-7725 or email campsjeffersonvalley@
clubfit.com.

Club Fit’s Summer Camps 
Offer Full Time Fun

June 25th – 
August 24th

weekly

and the fun continues all summer long...
600 BANK ROAD 

JEFFERSON VALLEY
584 NORTH STATE RD 

BRIARCLIFF MANOR914-250-7725 914-250-2768

www.clubfit.com
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School & Camp Guide

101 Deacon Smith Hill Rd  Patterson, NY  12563
www.campherrlich.org

Register for 

1 to 10 Weeks

Before & After 

Care Available

Early Registration & Sibling Discounts

Convenient to all locations

845-878-6662

10 Weeks of 
DAY CAMP

June 25–August 31, 2018
8:45 am–4:30 pm

Serving Children Ages 4 to 14

twitter.com/campherrlich facebook.com/campherrlich

By Stacy Rohan and Vera Correa
We recently read that today 25 

million children in the U.S. can’t read 
proficiently. The literacy crisis is real 
and the need to address this problem is 
imminent. 

On Mar. 7 we celebrated “World Read 
Aloud Day.” Reading aloud to children 
is an excellent way to encourage 
language development. In the landmark 
1986 review “Becoming A Nation of 
Readers,” the Commission on Reading 
called reading aloud to children “the 
single most important activity for 
building the knowledge required for 
success in reading.” 

Introducing children to literature 
in preschool supports kindergarten 
readiness, promotes early literacy and 
supports a love of language and reading. 
Reading books to preschool children 
helps them learn to pay attention 
and to focus in a large group. Group 
reading activities also help children 
learn to share and take turns with their 
classmates. 

A very strong predictor of success 
in reading is a child’s familiarity with 
the letters of the alphabet such as 
knowing a letter’s name, shape and 
sound. Children who hear more words 

spoken at home enter school with better 
vocabularies. Reading aloud is one of 
the most important things parents and 
teachers can do for children. 

Children’s book editor Janet 
Schulman described the educational 
and emotional benefits of reading 
to children with her metaphor that 
“books help give children a leg up on 
the ladder of life.” Nurturing parents 
and teachers should continue to read 
to their children after they start school 
and even throughout the elementary 
school years. 

The article, “The Value of Children’s 
Literature” by N.A. Anderson, states 
that there are some additional benefits 
children get from reading and listening 
to books being read. Reading aloud 
strengthens the bond between the 
child and reader, expands imagination, 
stimulates cognitive development, helps 
children gain important vocabulary 
skills and explore art forms used in 
illustrations.

The main goal at Bright Beginnings 
Preschool in Yorktown Heights is to 
help young students develop a lifelong 
love of reading. Bright Beginnings 
combines a Montessori Approach 
with a traditional preschool program. 

Staff works well cooperatively and 
functions well as a team. For its literacy 
program, Bright Beginnings carefully 
chooses books the children can relate 
to. The books typically have one to 
two sentences per page with appealing 
illustrations. 

The preschool also focuses on an 
author of the month and/or theme-
related books. There is story time every 
morning and every afternoon and the 
children look forward to these special 
times. They enjoy making predictions, 
relating prior knowledge to the stories 
and engaging in lively book talks. 
Children are taught how to make 
predictions. 

Predicting gets young students 
interested in books and gets the brain 
working and helps form questions. 
Children talk about what they believe 
will happen next or what the book may 
be about. There is also BEAR (Be Excited 
About Reading) time every day. This is 
similar to Quiet Library and is offered 
when the children are transitioning 
from rest time. The selection of books 
is changed every two weeks so that the 
children are exposed to a wide variety.

Bright Beginnings is excited and 
enthusiastic about its preschool literacy 

program. Different voices are used 
for different characters, staff reads 
slowly and are creative with their 
voices. It is important to read slowly 
so that children have time to absorb 
the story and appreciate the pictures. 
An interactive approach to reading 
is used, encouraging the children to 
ask questions and comment on the 
characters, illustrations 

and words. 
Bright Beginnings also likes to echo 

read, meaning that a phrase is spoken 
and the children repeat it back. When 
reading a predictable book, the reader 
will often stop at a key word or phrase 
and encourage the children to fill it in 
the blank.  

When children sense how much fun 
it is to read aloud, they engage 

more with the story and their 
classmates.

Bright Beginnings’ commitment to 
reading books helps its young students 
develop a lifelong love of reading and 
books. Reading aloud is one of the most 
important things teachers and parents 
can do with children. 

Vera Correa is the owner and director 
of Bright Beginnings Preschool in 
Yorktown Heights. 

Reading Aloud Helps Young Children Become Better Readers
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By Salvatore M. Di Costanzo
A good financial plan should include 

various buckets of investments and 
annuities should not be overlooked.  In 
a world where pensions have become 
somewhat obsolete, annuities can replace 
the role of a pension for someone who 
requires income during retirement years.  
One might ask why invest in an annuity 
product if you can invest that same 
amount of money in the stock market.  
The quick answer is that an annuity is 
guaranteed money.  If you take that same 
principal and put it in the stock market, 
you run the risk of loss or fluctuating 
returns.  If you purchase an annuity, there 
are certain guarantees.  Annuities can also 
be used to generate an income stream to 
fund another investment, such as long-
term care insurance or life insurance.  
Used properly, annuities can be a very 
useful financial planning product.  

While an annuity might serve a client 
well from a financial planning perspective, 
financial planners and clients must be 
aware of the treatment of annuities 
for Medicaid purposes.  For Medicaid 
eligibility purposes, the cash value of 
an annuity is considered an available 
resource.  This means that an annuity is 
treated like cash and if a client needs to 
apply for Medicaid, something needs to 
be done with the annuity to reduce the 
applicant’s assets such as transferring 
the annuity to a spouse or in other 
cases surrendering the annuity.  When 
surrendering or transferring an annuity, 
there could be penalties imposed by the 
insurance company, or worse, recognition 
of ordinary income for tax purposes.  
What is important to note here is that an 
annuity is an available asset for Medicaid 
eligibility purposes.

I regularly receive pushback from 
clients, who, after obtaining my advice, 

are informed by their financial advisor 
of the negative aspects of surrendering 
or transferring an annuity.  My response 
is simple, you must determine whether 
you prefer to pay $15,000.00/month to a 
nursing home or penalties and/or income 
taxes resulting from the surrender of the 
annuity contract.  Usually, the penalties 
and income taxes are far less than nursing 
home costs.

Fortunately, if you meet with an elder 
law attorney well in advance of requiring 
care, there are planning techniques that 
can preserve the value of an annuity and 
avoid grief for everyone.  Clients can 
create the very popular Medicaid Trust 
that I have written about many times over.  
In addition to transferring other assets to 
the trust such as your home, you can also 
transfer annuities to the trust.  The trust 
provides that the client will receive the 
income from the trust, thus, if the annuity 
is annuitized (turned into an income 

stream), the payments can come out of 
the trust to the client.  There are no tax 
consequences to transferring an annuity 
to a Medicaid Trust. Financial planners 
should review their portfolios to identify 
their clients having annuities and educate 
them about this planning technique.

Unfortunately, without proper planning 
and correct advice, annuities can be a trap 
for the unwary.  In 2006, the Medicaid 
laws were changed to require the State 
to be named as a beneficiary (up to the 
amount paid by Medicaid) in the first 
position of an annuity purchased after 
February 8, 2006 unless there is a spouse 
and/or a minor or disabled child.  If you 
fail to adhere to this rule, the purchase 
of an annuity within 5 years of requiring 
nursing home care will be treated as a 
transfer of assets and you will be penalized 
if you try to apply for Medicaid.   

Even if you purchased an annuity prior 
to the new law, you may not be safe.  A 
separate provision of the law states that 
the law also applies to annuities purchased 
before February 8, 2006 if certain 
transactions take place in connection 
with the annuity after February 6, 2008.  
These transactions include adding or 
withdrawing money from the annuity, 
elections to annuitize the annuity or 
similar transactions.  It is unclear how 
broad of an interpretation will be given to 
“similar transactions”.  It is possible that a 
change of beneficiary can thrust you into 
this category.  

Often, when a client enters a nursing 
home, they are advised by financial 
planners to annuitize their annuities as 
a planning technique for nursing home 
eligibility.  This is improper.  If an annuity 
is annuitized and there is no spouse, the 
State must be named as a beneficiary.  
Moreover, the State will likely take the 
lifetime annuity payment due to the client.  
Even if there is a spouse, the annuitization 
of an annuity will be treated as a transfer 
of assets because the act of annuitizing 
an annuity means that you have made 
an irrevocable transfer of an asset to 
an insurance company.  It is extremely 
important for financial planners reading 
this article to understand these concepts.

Salvatore M. Di Costanzo is a partner 
with the firm of Maker, Fragale & Di 
Costanzo, LLP located in Rye, New York, 
and Yorktown Heights, New York. Mr. Di 
Costanzo is an attorney and accountant 
whose main area of practice is elder 
law and special needs planning. He is a 
member of the National Academy of Elder 
Law Attorneys and a frequent author 
and lecturer on current elder law and 
special needs topics. Since 2013, Mr. Di 
Costanzo has been selected each year by 
the rating service, Super Lawyers as a New 
York Metro leading elder law attorney.  
He can be reached at (914) 925-1010 or 
via e-mail at smd@mfd-law.com.  Visit 
his practice specific website at  www.
plantodayfortomorrow.com.

On Saturday April 28, over 190 Putnam 
County residents came to the Putnam 
Hospital Center to participate in the 
Putnam Communities That Care (CTC) 
Coalition’s Medication Take Back Day. 
The event, which is co-sponsored by the 
Putnam Hospital Center, the Department 
of Health, The DEA and the Sheriff ’s 
Office, collected over 770 pounds of 
unused or expired medications. “Keeping 
these medications out of the water supply 
as well as out of the hands of potential 
abusers makes this day so important”, 
says Kristin McConnell, the Executive 
Director of the Prevention Council of 
Putnam and co-chair of the Putnam CTC 
Coalition. 

The Putnam CTC Coalition holds this 
event bi-annually. However, for those 
people who cannot make the event, 
there are MedReturn boxes throughout 
Putnam County in the following 
locations: Carmel Police Department, 

Kent Police Department, Putnam County 
Sheriff ’s Office in Carmel, Philipstown 
Town Hall, Putnam Valley Town Hall, 
Patterson Town Hall, and in the lobby of 
the Kern Building in Brewster. The boxes 
in the police departments are open 24/7. 
In Philipstown and the Kern Building 
in Brewster, the box is open Monday - 
Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. and in Putnam 
Valley, the box is open Monday-Friday 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. and in Patterson, the box 
is open Monday – Friday 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Those boxes can take all unused or 
expired prescription medications, OTC 
medicines, prescription ointments, pet 
medications and vitamins. They will not 
accept any needles, hydrogen peroxide, 
aerosol cans, lotions, liquids or IV bags. 

For additional information, contact: 
Bruce Kelly of the Putnam CTC Coalition 
at 845-225-4646. Please visit and join 
us on Facebook by searching “Putnam 
Communities That Care – NY”.

Law Book: The Good, The Bad and The Ugly on Annuities

Medication Take Back Day a Huge Success

Salvatore M. Di Costanzo
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It has always been my firm 
belief that all of us require 
a refuge for quiet time, for 
meditation or prayer at home. 
While enjoying a wine tasting 
one evening with some realtor 
buddies, the subject came up 
and we were all quite open, 
even enthusiastic, about how 
and where we “go within.”  

“I prefer doing it outside, 
observing nature,” one realtor 
friend said, “and I do it with 
my eyes open.” 

That surprised me. While 
Buddha was able to meditate 
outside under a tree, I lack 
that capability, finding 
outdoor sounds and even the 
breeze distracting.  

“I can focus anyplace and anywhere 
I happen to be in my home,” another 
friend said. That talent also eludes me. 

A third realtor said he meditates in his 
office, taking a few moments when the 
need arises. That is something I did years 
ago when I worked a 9-to-5 job in the 
most dysfunctional office environment 
imaginable. I would sometimes retreat 
to the men’s room, perhaps two or 
three times a day, go into a stall and 
repeat “relax, relax, relax.” This survival 

technique was abandoned 
after my boss asked me if I had 
a gastrointestinal problem.

At home, I suspect that 
many of us have our own 
special place dedicated to 
making contact with our inner 
selves and the universe. I was 
reminded of this a while back 
when I was told of a complaint 
from a seller who said that an 
agent left her business card 
on the homeowner’s “altar,” 
which would seem to be a 
violation of sacred space. The 
agent, in her own defense, 
said “Gee, it looked like a 
regular sideboard to me.”

At the height of my spiritual 
quest some years ago, I explored an 
endless and seemingly discordant mix 
of meditative practices. These included 
listening to new age and gospel music, 
the sound of an indoor waterfall and 
a vibrating chime, all supported with 
the energies of crystal healing, a very 
heavy dose of Vipassana meditation 
and attendance at a then-popular men’s 
group. 

It would have been impossible to 
engage in such an elaborate other-
worldly plan either outdoors or in a 

public place. So I carved out a space, 
actually an entire room, as my personal 
meditation room. I figured that it could 
double as a second guest room. Then, 
I started collecting crystals (minerals 
I called then to the outside world) and 
I became so obsessive about it, not so 
much for their metaphysical qualities, 
but for their sheer physical beauty, that 
at one point my quiet place looked like 
an outpost of the American Museum of 
Natural History.

Our first house guest invited to sleep 
in that room refused. It seems that she 
had taken a different path to spirituality 
than I had, one that would classify any 
association with crystals as witchcraft. 
To each his or her own, I say.  

Today my meditation room, pared of 
most of its crystals, has certain features 
that I would recommend for others 
who want to carve out their own quiet 
spaces. The formula can be quite simple. 
Whether an entire room or a corner of 
one, the space should be uncluttered 
and capable of being darkened even 
in the morning or middle of the day. 
There should be a system for producing 
sound, and I recommend that it be 
through earphones rather than ambient 
sound for better concentration. Also, 
depending on one’s beliefs, there might 

be religious or spiritual symbols or a 
touchstone of some sort to set the mood.

Some can meditate on a floor mat, 
although some of us are not that 
agile, so there should be a chair that is 
comfortable but not too comfortable or 
there is the risk of falling asleep while 
meditating. What serves as my launching 
pad as my mind jettisons into altered 
time is an old wingback chair that has 
seen better days. I know I should replace 
it, but what if the back of a new chair 
didn’t conform just the right way to my 
back and what if the height of the seat 
was not perfect for me?  This chair and I 
have spent a lot of altered time together 
to the point where it’s become symbolic 
of my spiritual growth. So how could I 
let it go?

The one finishing touch might be 
some kind of signage for the entrance 
to the space that reads: “Altered state 
of consciousness within. Please do not 
enter.”  Then, just say “ommmmmmm.”

Bill Primavera, while a writer and 
publicist, is also a realtor known as The 
Home Guru, associated with William 
Raveis Real Estate. To have him market 
your home for sale or to help you find 
the home of your dreams, contact him 
at williamjprimavera@gmail.com or call 
him directly at 914-522-2076.

Creating That Special Place at Home to ‘Zone Out’

For several 
weeks I have been 
reporting on my 
travels with my 
wife to northern 
California wine 
country. I’ve 
been focusing 
on artisanal 
winemakers plying 
their trade through 

their vision and passion for producing 
the finest expressions of the land. Many 
of them have the added benefit of living 
in the most beautiful landscape in the 
United States, if not the world. These dual 
dimensions of the bounty of man and 
nature have enthralled us and inspired us 
to seek out little known wineries 
and vineyards.

Our travels in Napa 
Valley and Sonoma County 
have focused on Cabernet 
Sauvignon for the past few 
weeks. This week my focus 
shifts to a different grape.  

One of my favorite wines 
is Pinot Noir. The French 
region of Burgundy has 
long been accorded 
the fame as the best 
expression of this grape. 
However, I have been 
pleasantly surprised by 

the Pinot Noir wines of 
the United States. From 
northern New York to 
California and Oregon, 
this wine has been growing 
in quality and prestige. 
I’m especially impressed 
with the progress made 
in this century in the California regions 
of Sonoma Coast, Russian River Valley, 
Anderson Valley, Carneros, Santa Rita 
Hills and Santa Lucia Highlands. 

Within the highly regarded bastions 
of California Pinot Noir, one subregion 
stands out in my mind. It is the West 
Sonoma Coast area, located along the 
northern stretch of the Pacific Ocean 
coastline. Here, the conditions are ideal 
for world-class Pinot Noir. The cool 
climate, with day-long fog and constant 
sea breezes, allows the ripening fruit to 
build sugars during the heat of the day 
and to store and develop them during 

the cool evenings. This 
difference, which may 
range between 55 and 
85 degrees, provides 
ideal growing conditions 
for Pinot Noir. The 

long growing season 
contributes to the 

production of 
robust grapes 
with vibrant juice 

and a long finish.
As I reported in an 

earlier column, my wife 
and I decided to explore 
this area, driving along 
the windswept coastline 
of Highway 1, then up 
a treacherous winding 

mountain, heading for the Fort Ross 
Vineyard and Winery.

We arrived at the winery by driving 
deep into the woods until we came upon 
the modern tasting room. Sitting on 
the veranda, taking in the vistas from 
the 1,700-foot elevation, we began to 
understand the unique characteristics of 
this region. The view of the redwood tree-
adorned mountains below was shrouded 
in fog, yet we were immersed in the 
warmth of the sun radiating above the fog 
line. Views of the rocky shoreline of the 
Pacific Ocean stretched for miles to the 
north and south.

The winery’s vineyard manager greeted 
us with an invitation to tour the vineyards 
in the estate’s pickup truck. We eagerly 
accepted, perhaps a bit too much so. The 
rusted truck traversed the mountainous 
estate with aplomb, climbing up and down 
the steep terrain. My wife and I clung 
to the door handles as we precariously 
ascended the steep slopes of multiple 
narrow ridges. The next minute we were 
gripping the dashboard as we descended 

to the next ridge at severe angles, both 
vertical and slightly horizontal. 

We stopped to catch our breath at a 
plateau that seemed at the top of the 
world. Standing under a lone oak tree at 
1,500 feet above sea level, we drank in the 
vistas of the individual vineyard blocks 
stretching above and below us, undulating 
along the natural ridges and valleys of the 
property. 

The daily fog floated imperceptively 
through the individual grapevines, 
seemingly caressing the grapes with 
delicate moisture. The Pacific Ocean, less 
than a mile away, acted as a backdrop to 
the fog and mountain terrain, its waves 
majestically crashing into the rocky 
beaches below. We felt as if we had 
found the epitome of man’s symbiotic 
relationship with nature.

I’ve reached a hard stop in my allotted 
writing space for this week’s column. Next 
week our virtual tour continues back at 
the tasting room. 

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 20 years he 
has conducted wine tastings and lectures. 
Nick is a member of the Wine Media Guild 
of wine writers. He also offers personalized 
wine tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

Exploring a California Wine Region Producing Fine Pinot Noir

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine
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ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL  
AARON AT 914-654-1683

ATTORNEY/ LEGAL
LUNG CANCER? And Age 60+? You 
And Your Family May Be Entitled To Sig-
nificant Cash Award. Call 866-951-9073 
for Information. No Risk. No Money Out 
Of Pocket.

AUCTIONS
SULLIVAN COUNTY REAL PROPER-
TY TAX FORECLOSURE AUCTION. 
314 Properties; June 13 @ 9:30AM. Held 
at ìRamada Rock Hillî Route 17, Exit 109. 
800-243-0061. AAR, Inc. & HAR, Inc. 
Free brochure: www.NYSAuctions.com

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wish-
es, benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer 
free towing and your donation is 100% 
 tax deductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
Have an idea for an invention/new prod-
uct? We help everyday inventors try to 
patent and submit their ideas to compa-
nies! Call InventHelpÆ, FREE INFOR-
MATION! 888-487-7074

FARMING
GOT LAND? Our Hunters will Pay 
Top $$$ To hunt your land. Call for a  
FREE info packet & Quote. 1-866-309-
1507 www.BaseCampLeasing.com

FOR SALE
HAIR SALON FOR SALE Mount  
Kisco, NY For details call Mike Janis 201-
745-3976

Privacy Hedges -SPRING BLOWOUT 
SALE 6ft Arborvitae Reg $179 Now $75 
Beautiful, Nursery Grown. FREE Instal-
lation/FREE delivery, Limited Supply!  
ORDER NOW: 518-536-1367 www.low-
costtreefarm.com

GOLD/SILVER WANTED
HIGHEST PRICE$ PAID - Visit West- 
chester’s Top Buyer for Gold, Silver, 
Diamonds, Coins & Currency, Watches, 
Jewelry. Licensed, Professional, No Ap- 
pointment Necessary. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days 10am-6pm, Mt. Kisco Gold & Sil- 
ver, 139E Main Street. 914-244-9500

HEALTH
VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for $99. 100 
pills for $150 FREE shipping. Money back 
guaranteed! Call Today: 800-404-0244

HELP WANTED
P/T VALET PARKING POSITIONS; 
age 25+ a MUST; clean DL; Westchester/
Rockland & Connecticut; email resume to 
Robert@tristateparking.com

WANTED:  UNARMED SECURITY 
GUARD F/T.  SITE:  Hyatt House (Ho-
tel). LOCATION:  White Plains. DAYS:  
W, Thur, F, Sat, Sun. HOURS:  10:30pm X 
06:30am. PAY:  $12 P/H.  MUST HAVE:  
Your own vehicle, NYS S/G License, Up-
dated 8 & 16 hr. certificates. EMAIL RE-
SUME:  ddigiovanni@secur-it.com  OR 
Fax to: (718) 746-0422.

KENT PUBLIC LIBRARY IS SEEK-
ING AN ENTHUSIASTIC, CREATIVE 
HEAD OF YOUTH SERVICES to co-
ordinate the library’s services to children 
and teens including planning programs, 
school outreach, and collection develop-
ment.   Full-time, Monday through Friday, 
with  some  evenings and weekends. Must 
be dedicated, and have a genuine desire to 
encourage in children  a love of reading 
and learning. $41,000 to 43,700 with ben-
efits. Requirements: MLS or MLIS, NYS 
Professional Librarian Certificate, and at 
least 1 year of experience working with 
children and young adults. This is a com-

petitive civil service  position and may 
be a provisional appointment or trans-
fer. Please send cover letter and resume 
to  cdonick@Kentlibrary.org.  by June 4, 
and mention “Head of Youth Services” 
in the title.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, 
ONE DAY updates! We specialize in safe 
bathing. Grab bars, no slip flooring & 
seated showers. Call for a free in-home 
consultation: 888-657-9488.

HOME SERVICES
Vivint- Smart & Complete Home Securi-
ty. Easily manage anywhere, Professional 
Installation as early as Tomorrow; $0 Ac-
tivation. Call For a Free Quote, Contract 
Options: 1-800-523-5571

LAND FOR SALE
SO CATSKILLS LAND LIQUIDA-
TON! 6 acres- $59,900. 90 Mins NY City! 
Woods, stonewalls, quiet Country setting! 
Approved for bldg! Terms avail. 888-905-
8847 NewYorkLandandLakes.com

LAND WANTED
SEEKING LARGE ACREAGE-Serious 
cash buyer seeks large acreage 200 acres 
and up in the Central/Finger Lakes/So. 
Tier & Catskills Regions of NY State.  
Brokers welcome. For prompt, courteous, 
confidential response, call 607-353-8068 
or email Info@NewYorkLandandLakes.
com

LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LONG-
STOCKING LLC.  Arts of Org filed with 
Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 02/20/2018.  
Office loc: Westchester.  SSNY designated 
as agent upon whom process against it 
may be served and shall mail process to 
the principal business address: 39 Ches-
terfield Road, Scarsdale, NY 10583.  
Purpose:  any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF: CA-
NINE BODY DEFENSE, LLC. filed with 
SSNY on 4/03/18. Office in Westchester 
County. SSNY designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process to: 241 
East Main Street, Mount Kisco NY, 10549  
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF FOUR-
SIX WP LLC filed with SSNY on 
3/30/2018. Office in Westchester, SSNY 
designated as agent upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: 333 Mamaroneck Ave. #417, 
White Plains, NY 10605. Purpose: any 
lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF BREW-
STER SHIPPING LLC filed with Sec-
retary of State of New York (SSNY) on 
02/27/2018. Office location: Putnam. 

SSNY is designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to principal 
business address: 12 Main St, Brewster, 
NY10509. Purpose: Any lawful act or 
activity

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF JIGSAW 
PIECES LLC. Articles of Organization 
filed with Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 
04/20/2018. Office location: Westchester. 
SSNY designated as agent upon whom 
process against it may be served and shall 
mail process to the principal business 
address: 19 Glen Terr. Chappaqua, NY 
10514. Purpose: any lawful acts.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A 
LICENSE, NUMBER “PENDING” FOR 
BEER, AND WINE has been applied for 
by the undersigned to sell Beer, and Wine 
at retail at a restaurant under the Alco-
holic Beverage Control Law at 1327 North 
Avenue New Rochelle New York for On 
Premises Consumption. YJ Berkman Inc. 
DBA, Eden Wok, 1327 North Avenue, 
New Rochelle, New York 10804

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF PRAC-
TICAL SPECIAL FX, LLC.  Arts of Org 
filed with Secy of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 02/13/2018.  Office loc: Westchester. 
SSNY designated as agent upon whom 
process against it may be served and shall 
mail process to the principal business ad-
dress: 69 Brook Manor Rd. Pleasantville, 
NY 10570. Purpose: any lawful acts.

FORMATION OF NRMHA MANAGE-
MENT, LLC filed with the Secy. of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 4/30/18. Office loc.: West-
chester County. SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served.  The address SSNY shall mail 
process to c/o New Rochelle Municipal 
Housing Authority, 50 Sickles Ave., New 
Rochelle, NY 10801.  Purpose: Any law-
ful activity.   

BUILDER BOYS, LLC Arts. of org. filed 
with the SSNY on 04/25/2018. Office: 
Westchester County. SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to the LLC 39 Mitchell pl. #11b 
White Plains NY 10601. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF A2E 
COMMUNICATIONS GROUP, LLC. 
Articles of Organization filed with SSNY 
on 4/03/2018. Office loc: Westchester 
County. SSNY designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process to Maq-
sood Khan, 25 Rockledge Road, Apt. 1B, 
Hartsdale, NY 10530. Purpose: any law-
ful purpose.

continued on next page
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*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup
  ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles
  Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs
or financial information, visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

WheelsForWishes.org
Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR
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LOTS & ACREAGE
COOPERSTOWN REGION 20 acres - 
$39,900. Pond, stream, woods, apple trees, 
stonewalls! 6 miles Cooperstown. Twn rd, 
survey, clear title.  Terms 888-479-3394

MEDICAL/ HEALTH/ PERSONAL
Medicare doesn’t cover all of your medi-

cal expenses. A Medicare Supplemental 
Plan can help cover costs that Medicare 
does not. Get a free quote today by calling 
now. Hours: 24/7. 1-800-730-9940

MEDICAL SUPPLIES
OXYGEN- Anytime. Anywhere. No tanks 
to re� ll. No deliveries. � e All-New Ino-
gen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! FAA ap-

proved! FREE info kit: 866-971-2603

MEDICAL/ HEALTH/ PERSONAL
Medicare doesn’t cover all of your medi-
cal expenses. A Medicare Supplemental 
Plan can help cover costs that Medicare 
does not. Get a free quote today by calling 
now. Hours: 24/7. 1-800-730-9940

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- 
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own 
bandmill- Cut lumber any dimension. 
In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD:  
www.NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-567-
0404 Ext.300N

DISH Network-Satellite Televi-
sion Services. Now Over 190 chan-
nels for ONLY $49.99/mo! 2-year price 
guarantee. FREE Installation. FREE 
Streaming. More reliable than Cable. 
Add Internet for $14.95 a month. 
1-800-943-0838

HughesNet Satellite Internet - 25mbps 
starting at $49.99/mo! FAST download 
speeds. WiFi built in! FREE Standard 
Installation for lease customers! Limited 
Time, Call 1-800-214-1903

TAG SALES
HUGE TAG SALE.  FRIDAY & SATUR-
DAY, MAY 18-19, 9AM - 4PM, St. James 

the Less Church, 10 Church Lane., Scars-
dale.  Quality clothes, good furniture, 
toys, sports, household goods, baby items, 
electronics.  Contact: dalyak@aol.com.

SERVICES
Guaranteed Life Insurance! (Ages 50 to 
80). No medical exam. A� ordable pre-
miums never increase. Bene� ts never de-
crease. Policy will only be cancelled for 
non-payment. 855-686-5879.

WANTED TO BUY
Buying Diamonds, gold, silver, antique 
and modern jewelry, better furs, U.S. and 
foreign coins, paintings,bronzes, complete 
estates. Highest prices paid. Call 914-260-
8783 for appointment.

FREON R12 WANTED: CERTIFIED 
BUYER will PAY CA$H for R12 cylinders 
or cases of cans.  (312) 291- 9169 www.
refrigerant� nders.com

Classifi edsEXAMINER MEDIA
continued from previous page
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I’ve fallen and I can’t get up!

®

HELP!

Help at Home

Help in Shower
with  GPS!

Help On-the-Go

    Get HELP fast, 24/7, 
anywhere with .  

I’ve fallen and I can’t get up!®

For a FREE brochure call: 

1-800-404-9776

Saving a Life EVERY 11 MINUTES

Classifi ed Ad Deadline 
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To Place a Classifi ed Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 or e-mail 

classifi eds@theexaminernews.com

To Place a Classifi ed Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 

or e-mail classifi eds
@theexaminernews.com
Classifi ed Ad Deadline 

is Thursdays at 5pm for the 
next week’s publication

After County Executive MaryEllen 
Odell met with Regional Director of New 
York State Department of Transportation 
Lance MacMillan, Senator Terrence 
Murphy, Assemblyman Kevin Byrne, 
along with Commissioner of Highways 
& Facilities Fred Pena, P.E. and other 
officials regarding the condition of state 
roads and the funding necessary to begin 
repairs as soon as the season allowed, we 
were notified that additional funding of 
$1.7 million would, in fact, be allocated to 
repair and resurface the area of Route 6 
from the turn on Willow Road located at 
the Putnam Trailway hub and continuing 

to the intersection of Route 301 in the 
Hamlet of Carmel. This funding is in 
addition to the previously announced 
allocation of funding to repair the 
Brewster Ave section of roadway starting 
at Reed Memorial Library and continuing 
to Route 312 in Southeast. The monies are 
part of more than $100 million in state 
funding to repave and enhance roadways 
impacted by the harsh weather this past 
winter. Funding will support 84 projects 
and the renewal of nearly 1,000 lane miles 
of pavement across the state, including at 
least one project in every county and New 
York City.

Putnam Gets Additional $1.7 mil. 
from NYS to Repave Route 6Crossword Answers

PROVIDED PHOTO
Putnam County Commissioner of  Highway and Facilities Fred Pena with County Executive MaryEllen Odell.  
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Camps: CAMP Herrlich  Register 
now for amazing Summer Fun at Camp 
Herrlich Ten weeks of Day Camp, weekly 
enrollment, extended hours, and endless 
engagement for your kids.  Click this link 
for the full brochure http://bit.ly/2EvcbgW 
and call 845-878-6662 with any questions 
or to schedule a tour. 

Little Rams Baseball Camp: For info 
call camp director Bob Shilling at 845-
729-9819.

Pied Piper Youth Theater: Register for 
Summer Theater Camp! Day and evening 
camps, K-12, extended care available. 
Themed weeks include Descendants, 
Annie & The Newsies, Matilda Kids, 
Moana, Wizards & Witches, Stardust 
Diner. Evening camps include Miscast 
Cabaret, Matilda, Lion King, Hamilton. 
For more information visit www.
pipertheater.org

NY Red Bulls Soccer Camp:  Carmel 
United Soccer Club will once again 
sponsor 2 weeks of NY Red Bulls soccer 
camp in July. Ages 6-14, half and full day 
options available. Visit www.carmelsoccer.
com for more info and to register.

The Tech Center At Yorktown Summer 
Camp:  For students ages 12-15. Four one-
week sessions: July 2,3,5; July 9-13; July 16-
20 and July 23-27. Registration is no open. 
Visit http://register.asapconnected.com/
Courses.aspx?CourseGroupID=10250 or 
www.pnwboces.org/tech  For additional 
information, please call Gerry Battista at 
914-248-2220.

Patterson Recreation:  For more 
information visit www.pattersonrec.
org or call 845 878-7200. Several camps 
including: Monday Night Flag Football 
17U Summer League, Girls Basketball 
Camp, Co-ed Basketball Camp.  
Save the Date: 

May 31:  Oh, My Aching Knees! by 
Northern Westchester Hospital.  400 Main 
Street 1st floor conference center  Mount 
Kisco, 6 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. Address your 
knee pain at our FREE seminar Join our 
panel of experts and learn more about: 
Eric L. Grossman, MD, FAAOS - Total 
Knee Replacement; Arthritis & Non-
Operative Treatment of the Arthritic 
Knee David Yasgur, MD, FAAOS - Partial 
Knee Replacement and Patient-Specific 
TechnologyVictor Khabie, MD, FAAOS, 
FACS - Navio-Assisted Knee Replacement 
and demo David Miller, MD - ERAS 
(Enhanced Recovery After Surgery) 
Brittany Garrett, PT, DPT - Post-Operative 
Physical Therapy.  Register https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/oh-my-aching-knees-
registration-44455957967

Saturday, June 2:  The German 
American Club is hosting a PIG ROAST 
and LUAU with LIVE MUSIC by Red, 
White & Booze! 3 p.m. - 7 p.m. This is 
an all inclusive deal - your meal, tap beer, 
wine, soda & dessert, plus a live band!! 

All for only $40 per person, prepaid.  
Reservations by Sat May 26th, call Herb 
845-628-7638
Hike Putnam: 

A 6-week guided hike series in different 
areas throughout Putnam co., sponsored 
by Cornell Cooperative Extension’s Master 
Gardener Program. First hike takes place 
at Clearpool Model Forest, off 301, Kent 
on Saturday, May 12. Free program, but 
registration is required. For info visit 
Putnam.cce.cornell.edu/events or call 845 
278-6738.
Art on Display: 

Mahopac resident Heidi Stein is 
exhibiting her Mixed Media Explorations 
in the Third Floor Gallery at Mahopac 
Library.  The show runs through May 29 
and can be viewed during regular Library 
hours.

“Personal Choice” Ground Glass 
Photography Exhibition at the Pound 
Ridge Public Library The Ground Glass, 
a Westchester-based association of fine 
art photographers, will be exhibiting a 
selection of work by 11 members at the 
Pound Ridge Public Library’s Schaffner 
Gallery.  The photography exhibit will take 
place from May 10 through June 23.  A 
reception with the photographers will be 
held on Saturday, June 9, from 1 p.m. to 
3 p.m.  The event is free and open to the 
public. The Pound Ridge Library is located 
at 271 Westchester Ave.,  For regular library 
gallery http://www.poundridgelibrary.
org/hours--directions---contact.html
Ongoing:  

Thursdays:   Zumba Gold Chair 
Program through May 31st, 9:15 a.m.-
10 a.m. A fun Latin-inspired dance/
fitness program which includes exciting 
international dance rhythms. This class 
is taught by Theresa, a licensed Zumba 
Instructor, and is great for anyone who 
may have physical limitations and/or does 
not feel comfortable in a standing class.  
Register or call 845-279-6421.  Walk-ins 
are also welcome.

Basic ESL:  through May 31st, 5 p.m. 
-6:30 p.m. This ESL class will focus on 
practical communication skills and is 
aimed at helping anyone who has limited 
English, but wants help improving 
their spoken and written English.  The 
instructor, Steve Rome is a retired teacher 
of 30 years who has taught Social Studies, 
French and Spanish; he is also a certified 
TEFL instructor who has taught ESL in 
Taiwan.  Click  here to register or call 845-
279-6421. Walk-ins are also welcome.

Saturdays: Every Saturday in 2018, 
admission to Boscobel’s grounds is pay-
what-you-wish. At any donation level 
that is comfortable, visitors are welcome 
to explore 68 acres of Boscobel’s property, 
including lush gardens and a woodland 
trail. Cold Spring Farmers’ Market:  
Boscobel. Find fresh, local produce, 

meats, and honey as well as high quality 
handcrafts. Supporting local, regional, and 
sustainable farms by providing an outlet 
for direct sales of agricultural products, 
the Cold Spring Farmers’ Market’s vendors 
are either farmers, farm employees, or 
food artisans selling fresh products with 
ingredients sourced from regional farms. 
8:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. Every Saturday 
through October. Admission is free.
Tuesday, May 15

Chat ‘n’ Chill: noon. Come gather 
with your friends or meet new ones at 
this monthly get together at the Patterson 
Library. We will provide the space for you 
to bring your lunch, play cards, games, 
crafts or just sit and chat. Adults only. 
Registration is not required but for more 
information, contact the Patterson Library 
at 845-878-6121 x10 or go to www.
pattersonlibrary.org and click Calendar.

Solar Energy Options:  7 p.m. Learn 
the facts about solar energy and the many 
options it offers. The licensed sustainable 
energy consultation team from EZ Clean 
Energy will discuss everything you need 
to know to decide if solar energy is for 
you. For more information or to register, 
contact the Patterson Library at 845-878-
6121 x10 or go to www.pattersonlibrary.
org and click Calendar.
Thursday, May 17 

Learn How to Buy and Sell on EBAY 
at Reed Library, 10:30 a.m.  Too much 
stuff? Looking for that special something?  
EBAY is one of the world’s largest online 
marketplaces.  Learn how easy it is to buy 
and sell a wide variety of goods.  Call the 
library to register, 845-225-2439.
Friday, May 18 

Come to the Kent Library to watch 
Victoria & Abdul:    Queen Victoria strikes 
up an unlikely friendship with a young 
Indian clerk named Abdul Karim. Directed 
by Stephen Frears. Stars Judi Dench and 
Ali Fazal. Rated PG-13.  Program is for 
adults. Registration is required.    You may 
register for the program by going to www.
kentlibrary.org or calling the Kent Public 
Library at 845-225-8585.  The library is 
located at 17 Sybil’s Crossing, Kent Lakes. 

Tribute To Elvis:  7:30 p.m., Featuring 
Pat Castaldo &amp; All The Kings 
Men. RSVP Required $30 pp with 
advanced PayPal registration at: www.
italianamericanclubofmahopac.org  or 
call Giulio Cefaloni (845)745-2655  $35 
at the Door  (Refreshments Available) 
Sponsored By The Italian American 
Club of Mahopac 141 Buckshollow Rd. 
Mahopac, NY 10541 Fundraising For 
UNITED FOR THE TROOPS (A non-
profit organization donating care packages 
to our troops serving overseas) Website: 
Italianamericanclubofmahopac.org

Harlem Wizards Vs. The Carmel All 
Stars! Join in cheering on our teachers 
as they take on the Harlem Wizards 

at CHS, 30 Fair St., Carmel for a 7pm 
game. Doors open at 6 p.m. Tickets are 
limited. Purchase in advance online at 
https://harlemwizards.thundertix.com/
events/121375 NOTE: a service fee of 
$0.99 per ticket will be added to your 
total.  The online Box Office for this event 
closes at 11:59pm the night prior to the 
game. If available, tickets purchased at the 
door will be $20/each. Contact kepto@
carmelschools.org for more information.

Calling all Baby Boomers:  Were you 
born between 1945 and 1965? Putnam 
County Department of Health, 1 Geneva 
Road, Brewster is hosting a FREE all-
day Hepatitis C Testing event for NY 
State Residents on Friday May 18th from 
10a.m.-4p.m.  Get tested and receive your 
results in 20 minutes. No appointments 
necessary. For more information call 845-
808-1390.
Saturday, May 19 

Master Gardener Plant Sale:  Cornell 
Cooperative Extension parking lot at 1 
Geneva Rd., Brewster, from 8:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. Features a variety of tomatoes, 
vegetable plants, perennials, annuals, herbs 
and more. Free soil pH test. Additional 
info at Putnam.cce.cornell.edu/events or 
call 845 278-6738.

Babysitiing Workshop:  Kent Public 
Library,10:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Parents 
entrust their child with the babysitter, 
therefore, it is crucial to know the basics 
of child care. In this introduction to 
babysitting course, students will learn 
interviewing tips, communication skills, 
ages and stages of young babies and 
toddlers, safety and first aid tips, and 
feeding and caring for children. A simple 
test will be administered at the completion 
of the course and certificates will be 
distributed. Amanda Tucker, the class 
instructor, holds a degree in Special Ed, 
Early Education and Child Psychology. 
Students should bring a notebook, pen 
and a lunch with them. For ages 10 and up. 
Registration required. You may register for 
the program by going to www.kentlibrary.
org or calling the Kent Public Library at 
845-225-8585.  The library is located at 17 
Sybil’s Crossing, Kent Lake
Sunday, May 20   

Poker Tournament:  Hosted by the 
Italian American Club of Mahopac 
141 Buckshollow Rd. Mahopac, 2:30 
p.m.  Admission $100 per person which 
includes a delicious. Homemade Italian 
Dinner at 2:00 pm and 1000 FREE chips, if 
Pre-registered and Prepaid on our website 
italianamericanclubofmahopac.org  (Web 
store) prior to the event. For additional 
information, please call Frank at (914) 
400-6751 or Tom at (845) 628-5909. Re-
Buys during the first 4 rounds. MUST 
BE at least 21 years old to play. Help us 
fundraise for our 2018 Charity “United for 
the Troops”.

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.com
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Putnam Valley G Ryan Basso glides the lane en route to a game-high 23 points for the Tigers in a decisive 68-49 victory over visiting Ossining last Tuesday night when the Tigers improved to 4-4 and the Pride 
fell to 1-4... see Boys’ Hoops Notebook

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

Can’t 
Lasso 
Basso!
Put Valley 
Routs  
Ossining,
68-49

Carmel senior 3B AJ Gonzalez busted out the whipping stick and tracked this yard bomb in Coach Joe Hackert’s Rams’ 6-5 win over visiting Fox Lane last Tuesday, and they followed that up with an 18-0 win over 
host Mahopac on Saturday and a 9-8 triumph of  John Jay EF last Wednesday. The only blemish of  the week came in Thursday’s 3-0 loss to surging Yorktown as Carmel improved to 14-5 with just one key game 
left against RCK. A win would give the celebratory Rams (inset), winners in 6 of  the last 7, a share of  the coveted League I-A title... see Baseball Notebook

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Just Another Bombtrack!

Carmel Rages 
Against Machine, 
Completes Sweep 

of Mahopac



May 15- May 21, 201820 The Putnam Examiner

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

There should be little to no political 
correctness when it comes to naming the 
10 Section 1 All-American this season, 
so, please, spare us all the nonsensical 
notion that we should spread the wealth 
this season and consider guys who are 
playing cupcake schedules because they 
put up big numbers in those games. 
There’s not a team in Class A or Class C 
that can hang with the Class B powers 
that be – Yorktown and John Jay – and the 
next best team in Section 1, Pleasantville, 
hails from Class D. Everyone else is on tier 
three or below.

That said, we like state-ranked (No.2) 
Yorktown to get at least three, possibly 
four, All-Americans: previous honoree D 
Brett (#BeastMode) Makar, the Maryland-
bound senior, is a shoe-in; Marist-bound 
seniors M Hunter Embury (64 points) 
and A Jamison Embury (91 points) are 
clear-cut, bona fide A-A choices; and D 
Brandon Meyreles is as good as any pole 
not named Makar but getting four players 
from one team is difficult these days, no 

matter how worthy those players are. 
Trust me, they are worthy.

State-ranked (No.4) John Jay deserves 
at least two: So, I’d give Colgate-bound 
senior D Thor Adamec and junior M 

Bryce Ford, the Fairfield commit, the nod 
for sure. That makes five or six (depending 
on if you like Meyreles like I do) from the 
top two programs in the section. I’d say 
Pleasantville gets two as well, including 
Georgetown-bound Declan McDermott 

(59 points) and previous A-A honoree 
Brian Reda (67 points), soon bound for 
Fairfield. That makes seven or eight. 

The last two or three could be 
determined by whoever wins in Class 

A and Class C, but Bucknell-bound 
Alston Tarry (76 points) at Bronxville is 
legit, Westlake’s Rob DiNota (57 points) 
is bucking for a second A-A nod and 
Fox Lane’s Matt Magnan (44 points) is 
a special talent, though none will likely 

sip from the cup of champions in my 
estimation. Based on his body of work 
and the efforting he has put in this year, 
Magnan would be on my list of Section 1 

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

There are some astonishing regular 
seasons being turned on the local Section 
1 baseball circuit, including Class AA 
Carmel and Class A’s Somers and Hen 
Hud, which is, and isn’t, a surprise given 
the fact the Sailors have a new coach 
and graduated a ton of players, but still 
went 16-4 for a third-straight year. The 
problem is, the post-season has been very 
cruel to Hen Hud over the last two years, 
so they’re hoping to change their playoff 
fortunes when the Section 1 seeds are 
released early this week.
CLASS AA

We’ve got a couple of teams that 
opposing coaches won’t want any part 
of as we enter the post season this week, 
including Carmel (14-5), winners in 
seven of the last eight, and Yorktown (9-
9-1), unbeaten in eight of the last nine, 
including a 3-0 win over Carmel. It’s all 
about who toes the rubber on any given 
day, who plays clean defense behind the 
hurler and who can hide the hole or two 
in most lineups, so there’s nothing given 
about a deep playoff run with the amount 
of solid contenders among the largest 
schools, including the Dutchess and 
Rockland County powers that be.

CARMEL (14-5) is on fire, though, 
blazing its way to a potential top five seed 
in the playoffs. The Rams’ 18-0 win over 
MAHOPAC (7-13) is not a typo, but it is 
one of the worst beatings the Indians have 
ever incurred in the rivalries rich history. 
The Rams were feasting early and often, 
plating 13 runs in the first two frames. 
Matt Vitro (2 hits, 3 RBI), Sean McCarthy 

(2 doubles, 3 RBI), Dan Castrovinci 
(3 hits, 3 RBI) and Gerry Loughran (3 
hits, 2 RBI) were all mashing as pitchers 
Jack Sullivan (3IP, 3K’s, 0 hits) and AJ 
Gonzalez (2 IP, 4K’s, 1 hit) combined on a 
one-hit mercy win over the rival Indians. 
Gonzalez, Jon Minotti and Anthony Febo 
all knocked in two runs apiece.

“It was a great team effort today,” Rams 
Coach Joe Hackert said. “We bounced 

back from being shut out on Thursday 
against Yorktown. We wish the best of 
luck to Coach Lugbauer and Mahopac, 
which is in great hands with him. He is 
a class act.”

There’s no denying that, but having gone 
2-9 in the last 11, there’s no refuting that 
the Indians need to find their swagger in 
a hurry as the current No.15 seed, which 
would likely put them in an out-bracket 

game before seeing No.2 White Plains in 
the opening round of the playoffs, should 
they qualify for the field of 16.

YORKTOWN could be looking at a 
very rough draw after its hot streak has 
moved the Huskers into the middle of 
the pack. The Huskers, currently seeded 
ninth, might rather a 10-12 seed than the 
current 8-9. They might make a serious 
run, nonetheless, but the current path 
reveals No.8 Mamaroneck and then No.1 
RCK, two of the premier programs in the 
section.

“Kids have some swagger right now, so I 
am excited,” Husker Coach Sean Kennedy 
said. “On the positive side, I do have 
pitchers that, when on, can be as good 
as anyone; evidenced by Anthony Fusco 
shutting out Carmel and Joe Sgobbo and 
Alby Cuifetelli shutting out White Plains.”

Not to mention a 9-1, combined ho-
hitter win over Ossining last Friday when 
Ciuffeteli and Ryan Benson combined on 
the deed. Ciuffeteli went 6 2/3 innings, 
allowing one unearned run with six whiffs 
and two walks. Benson notched the final 
out. Husker Chris Sica went 3 for 4 with a 
solo home run. Tyler Pugliese and James 
Halstead each hit a double and had three 
RBI for the Huskers.

After nearly a quarter century with the 
Yorktown program, if anyone deserves a 
deep playoff run, it’s Coach Kennedy, who 
was an assistant to Coach Bob Sarro when 
the Huskers last won it all in 1995.

OSSINING was set to honor the 
memory of beloved former Coach Bill 
Casey on Sunday, but the Pride (9-10) have 
dropped seven of the last 10 and fallen to 
No.11 despite big wins over Yorktown and 
Putnam Valley. Pride P Michael Laitman 

was in total command in 
the 8-0 win over Croton 
Sunday, firing a one-hit 
shutout with 10 whiffs. He 
took a no-hitter into the 
seventh and was supported 
by Peter Bossinas (2-3, 2B, 
2 runs) and Ethan Martinez 
(2-run 2B), who mashed on 
behalf of Coach Casey.
CLASS A

HEN HUD finished the 
regular season at 16-4 for 
the third straight year, but 
the Sailors have not been 
able to get out of their own 
way in the past two playoffs, 
failing to advance beyond 
the quarters and getting 
knocked out in the first 
round. Sailors Coach Van 
Vourliotis is hoping the 
Jack Kelly-led Sailors can 
sing a different tune as the 
current No.2 seed in the 
tournament after locking 
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All-American Debate: Obvious Choices Leaves Morsels for Rest

Carmel P Matt Vitro has had an MVP-caliber season for the surging Rams.
RAY GALLAGHER/RICK KUPERBERG PHOTOS

Yorktown senior M Hunter Embury should surely be on the list of  10 Section 1 All-Americans in 2018.

Somers A Vincent Cartelli cranks shot in Tuskers’ loss to Fox Lane Saturday.

Surging Carmel, Yorktown Enter Class AA Playoffs on Tears

NWE/Putnam Fab Five Lax Poll
No.1 YORKTOWN – Class B Huskers 

(12-3) will enter the tourney as the 
favorites, what with Yorktown finding 
another gear and John Jay dealing with 
internal issues surrounding the Indians’ 
netminding situation, but, that said, 
Duke-bound senior Braden Burke was 
cleared for contact this week and should 
return to the post-season lineup in time 
to seriously bolster the back line.

No.2 HEN HUD – Class C Sailors 
(14-1) might have benefitted from a 
tougher regular-season schedule, which 
state-ranked (No.9) Rye certainly has. 
That’s the thing that scare me most 
about the title-starved Sailors. They 
haven’t faced, much less beaten, an 
upper echelon foe. Rye (11-4) has faced 
L/P, P’Ville, IP, Mamo’ and John Jay, 
so the Garnets are battle tested and 
been-there-done-that when it comes to 
winning and challenging for sectional 
titles (4-2 since 2005).

No.3 LAKELAND/PANAS – Class A 
Rebels (5-10) are said to have a healthy 
TJ Bryan back and this junior middie 
won 60% of his draws against Yorktown, 
which means his impact will be vast 
when the Rebels, the current No.8 seed, 
potentially face No.1 Mamaroneck early 
in the watered-down Class A playoffs. 
If Coach Lindsay can get this unit on 
the same page, we still think they can 
bust up a bracket and make a run, 
considering the Rebels lost by just a goal, 
9-8, in overtime to state-ranked (No.14) 

Mamaroneck, the once-prohibitive 
favorites, last week. Sean Laukaitis and 
Mason Nocito each bagged a hat trick 
for the Rebels #DontSnooze.

No.4 MAHOPAC – We mentioned 
last week that the Class A Indians (10-
5) had best go 3-0 against Wappingers, 
Arlington and Carmel to conclude 
regular season, and chances are they 
will do so by wiping up Carmel in the 
season finale last night. And it looks like 
the Indians may draw the No.2 seed as 
a result, poised to make a run at a wide-
open Class A tourney field. Something 
tells us the trail to the finals could be 
bumpy for every team in the field, but 
Mahopac has as good a chance as any 
to ride it out and win its first title since 
2011 or at least compete for one for the 
first time since 2015.

No.5 SOMERS – Class B Tuskers (7-
8) have suffered three-straight losses 
and enter the tournament on a down 
note, which set the back to No.7 among 
the current seeds, which isn’t a good 
thing when Yorktown is No.2. The 
road to the Final 4 just got a whole lot 
tougher.

HM PUTNAM VALLEY – Class D 
Tigers (8-7) are looking at a potential 
5 vs. 4 matchup with No.4 Westlake as 
a Final 4 obstacle. A win over Westlake 
would likely produce a matchup with 
No.1 Pleasantville, thus likely ending 
the campaign with an eye toward a 
potentially bright future. Yorktown P Anthony Fusco has been one of  the few hurlers in Section 1 to tame the Carmel bats, doing 

so in a 3-0 shutout last Thursday.
Hen Hud P Jack Kelly fires pitch as he picks up save in win over 
Poughkeepsie last Wednesday.

Hen Hud M Austin Fraser might be in the All-
American discussion if  the Sailors can pull off  their 
first Section 1 title victory.
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

There should be little to no political 
correctness when it comes to naming the 
10 Section 1 All-American this season, 
so, please, spare us all the nonsensical 
notion that we should spread the wealth 
this season and consider guys who are 
playing cupcake schedules because they 
put up big numbers in those games. 
There’s not a team in Class A or Class C 
that can hang with the Class B powers 
that be – Yorktown and John Jay – and the 
next best team in Section 1, Pleasantville, 
hails from Class D. Everyone else is on tier 
three or below.

That said, we like state-ranked (No.2) 
Yorktown to get at least three, possibly 
four, All-Americans: previous honoree D 
Brett (#BeastMode) Makar, the Maryland-
bound senior, is a shoe-in; Marist-bound 
seniors M Hunter Embury (64 points) 
and A Jamison Embury (91 points) are 
clear-cut, bona fide A-A choices; and D 
Brandon Meyreles is as good as any pole 
not named Makar but getting four players 
from one team is difficult these days, no 

matter how worthy those players are. 
Trust me, they are worthy.

State-ranked (No.4) John Jay deserves 
at least two: So, I’d give Colgate-bound 
senior D Thor Adamec and junior M 

Bryce Ford, the Fairfield commit, the nod 
for sure. That makes five or six (depending 
on if you like Meyreles like I do) from the 
top two programs in the section. I’d say 
Pleasantville gets two as well, including 
Georgetown-bound Declan McDermott 

(59 points) and previous A-A honoree 
Brian Reda (67 points), soon bound for 
Fairfield. That makes seven or eight. 

The last two or three could be 
determined by whoever wins in Class 

A and Class C, but Bucknell-bound 
Alston Tarry (76 points) at Bronxville is 
legit, Westlake’s Rob DiNota (57 points) 
is bucking for a second A-A nod and 
Fox Lane’s Matt Magnan (44 points) is 
a special talent, though none will likely 

sip from the cup of champions in my 
estimation. Based on his body of work 
and the efforting he has put in this year, 
Magnan would be on my list of Section 1 

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

There are some astonishing regular 
seasons being turned on the local Section 
1 baseball circuit, including Class AA 
Carmel and Class A’s Somers and Hen 
Hud, which is, and isn’t, a surprise given 
the fact the Sailors have a new coach 
and graduated a ton of players, but still 
went 16-4 for a third-straight year. The 
problem is, the post-season has been very 
cruel to Hen Hud over the last two years, 
so they’re hoping to change their playoff 
fortunes when the Section 1 seeds are 
released early this week.
CLASS AA

We’ve got a couple of teams that 
opposing coaches won’t want any part 
of as we enter the post season this week, 
including Carmel (14-5), winners in 
seven of the last eight, and Yorktown (9-
9-1), unbeaten in eight of the last nine, 
including a 3-0 win over Carmel. It’s all 
about who toes the rubber on any given 
day, who plays clean defense behind the 
hurler and who can hide the hole or two 
in most lineups, so there’s nothing given 
about a deep playoff run with the amount 
of solid contenders among the largest 
schools, including the Dutchess and 
Rockland County powers that be.

CARMEL (14-5) is on fire, though, 
blazing its way to a potential top five seed 
in the playoffs. The Rams’ 18-0 win over 
MAHOPAC (7-13) is not a typo, but it is 
one of the worst beatings the Indians have 
ever incurred in the rivalries rich history. 
The Rams were feasting early and often, 
plating 13 runs in the first two frames. 
Matt Vitro (2 hits, 3 RBI), Sean McCarthy 

(2 doubles, 3 RBI), Dan Castrovinci 
(3 hits, 3 RBI) and Gerry Loughran (3 
hits, 2 RBI) were all mashing as pitchers 
Jack Sullivan (3IP, 3K’s, 0 hits) and AJ 
Gonzalez (2 IP, 4K’s, 1 hit) combined on a 
one-hit mercy win over the rival Indians. 
Gonzalez, Jon Minotti and Anthony Febo 
all knocked in two runs apiece.

“It was a great team effort today,” Rams 
Coach Joe Hackert said. “We bounced 

back from being shut out on Thursday 
against Yorktown. We wish the best of 
luck to Coach Lugbauer and Mahopac, 
which is in great hands with him. He is 
a class act.”

There’s no denying that, but having gone 
2-9 in the last 11, there’s no refuting that 
the Indians need to find their swagger in 
a hurry as the current No.15 seed, which 
would likely put them in an out-bracket 

game before seeing No.2 White Plains in 
the opening round of the playoffs, should 
they qualify for the field of 16.

YORKTOWN could be looking at a 
very rough draw after its hot streak has 
moved the Huskers into the middle of 
the pack. The Huskers, currently seeded 
ninth, might rather a 10-12 seed than the 
current 8-9. They might make a serious 
run, nonetheless, but the current path 
reveals No.8 Mamaroneck and then No.1 
RCK, two of the premier programs in the 
section.

“Kids have some swagger right now, so I 
am excited,” Husker Coach Sean Kennedy 
said. “On the positive side, I do have 
pitchers that, when on, can be as good 
as anyone; evidenced by Anthony Fusco 
shutting out Carmel and Joe Sgobbo and 
Alby Cuifetelli shutting out White Plains.”

Not to mention a 9-1, combined ho-
hitter win over Ossining last Friday when 
Ciuffeteli and Ryan Benson combined on 
the deed. Ciuffeteli went 6 2/3 innings, 
allowing one unearned run with six whiffs 
and two walks. Benson notched the final 
out. Husker Chris Sica went 3 for 4 with a 
solo home run. Tyler Pugliese and James 
Halstead each hit a double and had three 
RBI for the Huskers.

After nearly a quarter century with the 
Yorktown program, if anyone deserves a 
deep playoff run, it’s Coach Kennedy, who 
was an assistant to Coach Bob Sarro when 
the Huskers last won it all in 1995.

OSSINING was set to honor the 
memory of beloved former Coach Bill 
Casey on Sunday, but the Pride (9-10) have 
dropped seven of the last 10 and fallen to 
No.11 despite big wins over Yorktown and 
Putnam Valley. Pride P Michael Laitman 

was in total command in 
the 8-0 win over Croton 
Sunday, firing a one-hit 
shutout with 10 whiffs. He 
took a no-hitter into the 
seventh and was supported 
by Peter Bossinas (2-3, 2B, 
2 runs) and Ethan Martinez 
(2-run 2B), who mashed on 
behalf of Coach Casey.
CLASS A

HEN HUD finished the 
regular season at 16-4 for 
the third straight year, but 
the Sailors have not been 
able to get out of their own 
way in the past two playoffs, 
failing to advance beyond 
the quarters and getting 
knocked out in the first 
round. Sailors Coach Van 
Vourliotis is hoping the 
Jack Kelly-led Sailors can 
sing a different tune as the 
current No.2 seed in the 
tournament after locking 
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All-American Debate: Obvious Choices Leaves Morsels for Rest

Carmel P Matt Vitro has had an MVP-caliber season for the surging Rams.
RAY GALLAGHER/RICK KUPERBERG PHOTOS

Yorktown senior M Hunter Embury should surely be on the list of  10 Section 1 All-Americans in 2018.

Somers A Vincent Cartelli cranks shot in Tuskers’ loss to Fox Lane Saturday.

Surging Carmel, Yorktown Enter Class AA Playoffs on Tears

NWE/Putnam Fab Five Lax Poll
No.1 YORKTOWN – Class B Huskers 

(12-3) will enter the tourney as the 
favorites, what with Yorktown finding 
another gear and John Jay dealing with 
internal issues surrounding the Indians’ 
netminding situation, but, that said, 
Duke-bound senior Braden Burke was 
cleared for contact this week and should 
return to the post-season lineup in time 
to seriously bolster the back line.

No.2 HEN HUD – Class C Sailors 
(14-1) might have benefitted from a 
tougher regular-season schedule, which 
state-ranked (No.9) Rye certainly has. 
That’s the thing that scare me most 
about the title-starved Sailors. They 
haven’t faced, much less beaten, an 
upper echelon foe. Rye (11-4) has faced 
L/P, P’Ville, IP, Mamo’ and John Jay, 
so the Garnets are battle tested and 
been-there-done-that when it comes to 
winning and challenging for sectional 
titles (4-2 since 2005).

No.3 LAKELAND/PANAS – Class A 
Rebels (5-10) are said to have a healthy 
TJ Bryan back and this junior middie 
won 60% of his draws against Yorktown, 
which means his impact will be vast 
when the Rebels, the current No.8 seed, 
potentially face No.1 Mamaroneck early 
in the watered-down Class A playoffs. 
If Coach Lindsay can get this unit on 
the same page, we still think they can 
bust up a bracket and make a run, 
considering the Rebels lost by just a goal, 
9-8, in overtime to state-ranked (No.14) 

Mamaroneck, the once-prohibitive 
favorites, last week. Sean Laukaitis and 
Mason Nocito each bagged a hat trick 
for the Rebels #DontSnooze.

No.4 MAHOPAC – We mentioned 
last week that the Class A Indians (10-
5) had best go 3-0 against Wappingers, 
Arlington and Carmel to conclude 
regular season, and chances are they 
will do so by wiping up Carmel in the 
season finale last night. And it looks like 
the Indians may draw the No.2 seed as 
a result, poised to make a run at a wide-
open Class A tourney field. Something 
tells us the trail to the finals could be 
bumpy for every team in the field, but 
Mahopac has as good a chance as any 
to ride it out and win its first title since 
2011 or at least compete for one for the 
first time since 2015.

No.5 SOMERS – Class B Tuskers (7-
8) have suffered three-straight losses 
and enter the tournament on a down 
note, which set the back to No.7 among 
the current seeds, which isn’t a good 
thing when Yorktown is No.2. The 
road to the Final 4 just got a whole lot 
tougher.

HM PUTNAM VALLEY – Class D 
Tigers (8-7) are looking at a potential 
5 vs. 4 matchup with No.4 Westlake as 
a Final 4 obstacle. A win over Westlake 
would likely produce a matchup with 
No.1 Pleasantville, thus likely ending 
the campaign with an eye toward a 
potentially bright future. Yorktown P Anthony Fusco has been one of  the few hurlers in Section 1 to tame the Carmel bats, doing 

so in a 3-0 shutout last Thursday.
Hen Hud P Jack Kelly fires pitch as he picks up save in win over 
Poughkeepsie last Wednesday.

Hen Hud M Austin Fraser might be in the All-
American discussion if  the Sailors can pull off  their 
first Section 1 title victory.
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and Somers (8-1).
Defending Class A champion Lakeland 

erupted for 11 runs in the first inning 
against Poughkeepsie. Jess Ascencao went 
4 for 4, including a home run, scored 

twice and drove in five runs. Eighth-
grader Shannon Scotto went 3 for 3 with 
two RBI, Kayla Bugeya and Nicole Barker 
each had two hits and Amber Lopez and 
Stella Bale had two RBI apiece. Krystal 

Badillo tossed a no-hitter and struck out 
seven in five innings.

Badillo ripped two home runs and 
drove in three runs against Ketcham. She 
also tossed her second straight no-hitter 
and struck out 13. Hannah Matusiak 
also had three RBI and Lopez chipped in  
two hits.

Matusiak went 4 for 4 with three RBI 
against Somers. Bale collected two hits 
and three RBI and Lopez and Badillo each 
had two hits and scored twice.

BREWSTER split with SOMERS, losing 
15-8, then rebounding the following day 
with a 4-3 win. The Bears overwhelmed 
Nyack to close out the week.

Brewster Coach Lisa Delzio said Somers 
raced out to a double-digit lead after two 
innings in the first game.

“Somers had some great bats in their 
lineup and they hit the ball hard all day,” 
Delzio said.

Camryn Gannon and Madison 
Chiudina each had two hits and two 
RBI and Gabby Dovi added two hits and 
scored three runs.

“What a difference a day makes as we 
started first basemen Karen Lennox in 
the circle,” Delzio said. “Karen came in in 
relief the day before. Karen hasn’t pitched 
in five years, but we felt we needed to 
change things up and she did a great job 
the day before to hold Somers.”  

Somers led 3-0 after two, but Lennox 
tamed the Tuskers the remainder of the 
game and the Bears rallied in the seventh.

Gannon evened the sore at 3-3 in the 
bottom of the seventh with a solo home 
run ripped a 1-1 fastball over the center 
field fence to tie the game.

Angie Gasparre, who had two hits, 
delivered the walk-off sacrifice fly in the 
bottom of the eighth inning.

“Despite our record and some truly 
rough innings throughout the season, this 
team has never given up,” Delzio said. “We 
talk about what it means to play with heart 
no matter what, and they continue to fight 
and be there for their teammates. I’m very 
proud of them.”

Brewster accumulated 17 hits against 
Nyack on Senior Day, led by Chiudina, 
who ripped three-run homer. Senior Gigi 
Gasparre had two doubles and two RBI 
and Francesca Cioffi and Kate Katsetos 
each tripled.

HEN HUD split four games, dropping 
a 2-1 decision to Eastchester and was shut 
out by Ardsley. Hen Hud bounced back to 
sweep Poughkeepsie.

The Sailors rapped out 17 hits in the 
first victory over Poughkeepsie, led by 
Michaela Capicotto, who homered among 
her four hits and drove in four runs. Jessica 
Bleakley had three hits and two RBI and 
Candace Crowley added two hits and two 
RBI. Ashley Lupi and Alana Espinoza 
each had two hits. Lupi and Capicotto had 
two hits and two RBI apiece in the second 
win over Poughkeepsie.

By Tony Pinciaro
YORKTOWN is right where it wants to 

be as the regular season comes to a close 
and the Section 1 Class AA Championship 
begins.

The 2017 Section 1 Class AA champions 
went 4-0 last week – beating Suffern (1-0), 
Ossining, John Jay-East Fishkill (5-3) and 
Panas (2-1) – raising their record to 16-2 
on the season.

In the victory over Suffern, Erica 
Salveggi tossed a no-hitter, and Angie 
Serrano’s walk-off single provided the 
triumph over Panas in the first round of 
the Yorktown Tournament.

Yorktown had senior night, Monday, 
against John Jay-Cross River and will 
complete the regular season against 
Suffern in the Yorktown Tournament 
final.

Senior and catcher Courtney Cardea 
pointed out that Yorktown was looking 
forward to playing John Jay-East Fishkill 
and Suffern. John Jay-East Fishkill had 
beaten Yorktown, 11-6, earlier this season 
on a day when the Huskers were far from 
their best.

“We were the home team in that first 
game against John Jay and we were up 
two runs going into the last inning,” said 
Cardea, who will attend Hamilton College 

in September and 
play softball. “After 
that game, we put 
a lot of emphasis 
on our defense and 
in the last week, it 
showed.”

The Cornhuskers 
played a sound game 
behind Salveggi, 
who no-hit a hard-
hitting Suffern team 
that is always among 
the Section 1 Class 
AA elite.

“Erica was really 
hitting her spots 
and all of her 
pitches were on,” 
said Cardea, who 
has caught Salveggi 
four years on varsity. 
“Erica didn’t shake 
me off once. We 
were locked in. We 
knew this was going 
to be a great game because of the great 
teams they were beating, and we were 
beating. We knew about their pitcher 
and what to expect from her. There was 
something special about that game. They 

had the home crowd and 
we new we had to bring it 
to win it. Games like this 
prepare you for the playoffs.”

Erin Gray provided the 
difference with a seventh-
inning home run.

Brianna Buck drove in 
four runs and Reilly Koch 
swatted a three-run homer 
against Ossining, then 
Yorktown exacted revenge 
on John Jay-East Fishkill 
as Buck provided the 
thunderous hit – a three-
run homer.

“We wanted to prove 
ourselves again, to them,” 
Cardea said. “Last year, they 
beat us twice and had a no-
hitter against us. We wanted 
to show we were new and 
improved and even more 
determined in the second 
game.”

Yorktown closed out its 
week with a thrilling walk-
off win against Panas. Sam 
Riccardulli had Yorktown’s 
first RBI before Serrano’s 
game-ending hit.

“Their pitcher is young, 
but she is very good,” Cardea 
said. “We knew it would be 
a good game and whoever 
adjusted faster would win. 
Lucky for us, we were able 

to do what we did in the bottom of the 
seventh.”

Yorktown goes into the Section 1 Class 
AA Championship as the hunted, because 
it is the defending champion. Yorktown is 
well aware of it, but ready for the challenge 
as it attempts to become the second team 
in program history to win consecutive 
sectional titles. The Cassie Reilly-Boccia-
led team won the Class AA championship 
in 2007 and ’08.

“Our team is really experienced and 
all of us lead in different ways, which has 
enabled us to grow as a team,” Cardea 
said. “We feel as a team that we’re playing 
our best softball we have this year. We’re 
also the type of team that plays our best 
when we are loose. We know that when 
we play the game the right way and give 
it 110 percent, it will all work out in our 
favor.”

Yorktown Coach Ryan Iamurri echoes 
Cardea’s thoughts.

“We were able to see the growth 
this team has gone through since the 
beginning of the season and the girls are 
coming together as a team,” said Iamurri, 
who played with Reilly-Boccia at the 
University of Alabama. “All I care about is 
that we are controlling the things we can 
control, getting better every day, putting 
the effort in, picking up our teammates 
when they are down and just plain having 
fun playing the game they love.” 

PUTNAM VALLEY did Yorktown one 
better, winning five games in six days – 
Haldane (14-7), Carmel (15-3), Yonkers 
Montessori, North Salem (14-13) and 
Beacon (8-7).

“It was a mentally and physically 
demanding week, having to be on the 
road for four out of the five games and our 
last two games were nail-biters,” Putnam 

Valley Coach Rena Finsmith said.
Freshmen Frankie Reyes and Emily 

McKenna each had three hits against 
Haldane. McKenna drove in four runs 
and first-year varsity player Sonya Garcia 
had three RBI.

Keiko Waters had four hits, scored four 
runs and drove in two against Carmel. 
McKenna and Reyes combined for nine 
RBI and provide ample hope for a bright 
future.

Waters had three hits and pitched 
two scoreless innings against Yonkers 
Montessori. Alex Waters, McKenna 
(home run), Reyes and Garcia each had 
two hits.

“Tiredness definitely set in by the end 
of the week and we were battled tested 
with two solid programs in North Salem 
and Beacon,” Finsmith said. “We had 
a rough seventh inning against North 
Salem where their team battled all the way 
back to not only tie the game at 10, but 
take the lead 13-10 going into the bottom 
of the 7th. Our team never quit and came 
back to win.”

Sophia Lord’s third hit of the game 
scored pinch-runner Samantha Palmo 
with the decisive run. Reyes missed 
the easy portion of the cycle when she 
doubled, tripled, homered and drove in 
four runs.

McKenna rang up 15 strikeouts against 
Beacon and Reyes had two hits, two runs 
scored and two RBI.

Putnam Valley, now 13-5 this season, 
played Haldane, Monday, and will finish 
the regular season today against Dobbs 
Ferry. Finsmith said this is the best 
regular-season record in more than six 
years.

LAKELAND ran its winning streak to 
16 consecutive games with victories over 
Poughkeepsie (15-0), R.C. Ketcham (9-0) 
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Surging Carmel, Yorktown Enter Class AA Playoffs on Tears
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Yorktown’s Samantha Riccardulli connects for a double in Huskers’ 2-1 win 
over Panas Friday.

Yorktown, Lakeland, Put Valley Enter Playoffs Hot
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down their third-straight League II-E title. 
Vourliotis is taking aim at Hen Hud’s first 
sectional title since 2000 during the Mike 
Pritts/Kurt Thomas era.

Kelly, a four-year veteran, and Trevor 
Dowling provide the coach with the 
necessary leadership to change their 
playoff fortunes, but Class A is as wide 
open as it’s ever been, though top-seeded 
Rye and No.3 Byram Hills are legit 
favorites.

SOMERS has also had an outstanding 
season, much to the surprise of many. 
Tusker Coach Joe Wootten figured 
Somers was due to improve but 13-6 and 
a No.6 seed was not something many 
saw coming from this senior-laden unit. 
However, after sweeping LAKELAND by 
identical 7-3 scores, Somers has clicked 
off three-straight wins and gone 8-2 
down the stretch. Tusker P Austin Wainer 
dominated the Hornets, lasting 6-2/3rds 
with 12 Ks.

“Wainer kept a good Lakeland team off-
balance by getting ahead the entire night,” 
Wootten said.  “He threw 72 strikes and 
34 balls. That ratio is simply outstanding. 
He, along with catcher Eric Ferrara, 
fully committed to the game plan. Their 
execution was effective.”

Wainer impressed Lakeland Coach Bill 
Casey, who understand his Hornets (9-
8), currently seeded No.12, may still be a 
year away from serious contention having 
dropped four of the last five. Lakeland 
may be young, but the Hornets are battle-
tested after taking on a pair of Class AA 
schools over the weekend, including RCK, 
who took a 7-5 decision, and Clarkstown 
South, who went home a 5-4 loser 
courtesy of P Joey Vetrano, who fired six 
frames and allowed just one run. At the 
plate, the big lefty sophomore went 5 for 7 
in the double-dip. He cracked a home run, 
triple, two doubles and drove home five.

Tusker ace Logan Carriero held 
Mahopac to just three hits and no runs 
over five innings in a 7-3 Somers win. 
He fanned nine Indians and smoked an 
RBI double and scored. Big bopper Chris 

Boncardo tripled and scored two runs 
for the Tuskers, who appear to have a 
nifty threesome in Wainer, Carriero and 
Boncardo. Don’t sleep on Somers.

“The preparation these players put into 
the off-season and during the season 
has led them to have some success,” 
Wootten admitted. “We have expectations 
every year. These players took it upon 
themselves to prepare. The results mean 
that all the work is paying off. With the 
regular season is almost complete, one-
and-done begins soon.”  

John Jay CR went 6-2 in the league to 
cop the II-C title, and the streaky Indians 
(8-10 overall) should not be slept on 
either.

PANAS has dropped to No.16 after 
going 2-6 down the stretch, but they can 
right the ship this week with Mahopac 
and Lakeland on the docket. BREWSTER 
(10-10) has fallen to No.17 after going 
2-5 down the stretch, but the Bears did 
manage a 3-2 win over Somers but were 
no match for John Jay CR, who swept 
Brewster last week.
CLASS B

PUTNAM VALLEY (13-7) is the 
current No.6 seed in Class B and the newly-
minted League III-E champions after 
knocking off HALDANE (9-10) by a 2-1 
count. The Tigers are scoring some runs 
now to support their pitchers with utility 
specialist Brian McBride (team-high 18 
RBI) and C Mike Gaitan (team-high .475 
BA & 19 runs) leading the way. Juniors 
Alex O’Brien (0.76 ERA), McBride (1.62 
ERA) and Matt Carlsen (0.47 ERA) have 
been steady out of the pen and as starters 
of late. Consider the Tigers a sleeper but 
consider No.1 Briarcliff the team to beat in 
Class B, with No.4 Westlake (8-2 over the 
last 10 and a win over Briarcliff) showing 
big time signs. No.2 Pleasantville and No.3 
Keio round out the top challengers.

CROTON-HARMON (8-11) has 
slipped to the No.10 seed but a sweep of 
Valhalla should build confidence for the 
post season.

All-Americans. If he played at Yorktown, 
he might be a three-time All-American, 
so send the Syracuse-bound Fox off with 
a bang. Billy Chabot of Rye is in the mix.

Other locals in the conversation: State-
ranked (No.5) Class C power Hen Hud has 
a couple of interesting option in senior G 
Vinny Bell and Villanova-bound senior M 
Austin Fraser (38 points), but the Sailors 

may have to win the section to get a nod. I 
love the way Fraser has sacrificed personal 
digits for the good of his team by moving 
to D-mid, but if they need one guy to 
make one play, Coach Lepore turns to 
Fraser when all is said and done… Somers 
senior Vincent Cartelli (64 points) is 
having a wonderful statistical season, and 
Lakeland/Panas senior A JoJo Janavey has 

a body of work (over 200 career points) 
that certainly merits mention… Can we 
please bring back power leagues? I know, I 
know, Section 1 A.D.’s think power leagues 
are too subjective, but there is something 
to be said for “subjective” when put 
alongside “objective”, and I object to the 
Yorktown’s current league, which includes 
Fox Lane, Greeley and Ossining. That’s as 

bad as a Michelle Wolf joke, man, nothing 
remotely funny about it. Nobody benefits 
from the current league set-up, so fix it…

Tip your cap to the Savastano boys, 
Nick and Vinny, after the veteran coaches 
led Kennedy Catholic to a 7-5 win over 
Monsignor Farrell behind four points 
from Greg Brann, who led the Gaels to a 
fourth straight CHSAA A NYC title.

Panas junior Bella Feraca takes throw as Yorktown’s Elaina Ornstein 
scoots in safely in Panthers’ 2-1 loss to Huskers in Yorktown 
tourney Friday.

Yorktown junior Julianna Piehler goes to great lengths to cheer on 
her Huskers in 2-1 win over Panas.

Mahopac freshman P Shannon Becker has given 
the Indians plenty to smile about this season and 
the foreseeable future.

Panas freshman hurler Olivia Bordenaro delivers 
in 2-1 loss to reigning Class AA champion 
Yorktown last Friday.Yorktown senior P Erica Salveggi fires in 2-1 win 

over Panas Friday.
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and Somers (8-1).
Defending Class A champion Lakeland 

erupted for 11 runs in the first inning 
against Poughkeepsie. Jess Ascencao went 
4 for 4, including a home run, scored 

twice and drove in five runs. Eighth-
grader Shannon Scotto went 3 for 3 with 
two RBI, Kayla Bugeya and Nicole Barker 
each had two hits and Amber Lopez and 
Stella Bale had two RBI apiece. Krystal 

Badillo tossed a no-hitter and struck out 
seven in five innings.

Badillo ripped two home runs and 
drove in three runs against Ketcham. She 
also tossed her second straight no-hitter 
and struck out 13. Hannah Matusiak 
also had three RBI and Lopez chipped in  
two hits.

Matusiak went 4 for 4 with three RBI 
against Somers. Bale collected two hits 
and three RBI and Lopez and Badillo each 
had two hits and scored twice.

BREWSTER split with SOMERS, losing 
15-8, then rebounding the following day 
with a 4-3 win. The Bears overwhelmed 
Nyack to close out the week.

Brewster Coach Lisa Delzio said Somers 
raced out to a double-digit lead after two 
innings in the first game.

“Somers had some great bats in their 
lineup and they hit the ball hard all day,” 
Delzio said.

Camryn Gannon and Madison 
Chiudina each had two hits and two 
RBI and Gabby Dovi added two hits and 
scored three runs.

“What a difference a day makes as we 
started first basemen Karen Lennox in 
the circle,” Delzio said. “Karen came in in 
relief the day before. Karen hasn’t pitched 
in five years, but we felt we needed to 
change things up and she did a great job 
the day before to hold Somers.”  

Somers led 3-0 after two, but Lennox 
tamed the Tuskers the remainder of the 
game and the Bears rallied in the seventh.

Gannon evened the sore at 3-3 in the 
bottom of the seventh with a solo home 
run ripped a 1-1 fastball over the center 
field fence to tie the game.

Angie Gasparre, who had two hits, 
delivered the walk-off sacrifice fly in the 
bottom of the eighth inning.

“Despite our record and some truly 
rough innings throughout the season, this 
team has never given up,” Delzio said. “We 
talk about what it means to play with heart 
no matter what, and they continue to fight 
and be there for their teammates. I’m very 
proud of them.”

Brewster accumulated 17 hits against 
Nyack on Senior Day, led by Chiudina, 
who ripped three-run homer. Senior Gigi 
Gasparre had two doubles and two RBI 
and Francesca Cioffi and Kate Katsetos 
each tripled.

HEN HUD split four games, dropping 
a 2-1 decision to Eastchester and was shut 
out by Ardsley. Hen Hud bounced back to 
sweep Poughkeepsie.

The Sailors rapped out 17 hits in the 
first victory over Poughkeepsie, led by 
Michaela Capicotto, who homered among 
her four hits and drove in four runs. Jessica 
Bleakley had three hits and two RBI and 
Candace Crowley added two hits and two 
RBI. Ashley Lupi and Alana Espinoza 
each had two hits. Lupi and Capicotto had 
two hits and two RBI apiece in the second 
win over Poughkeepsie.

By Tony Pinciaro
YORKTOWN is right where it wants to 

be as the regular season comes to a close 
and the Section 1 Class AA Championship 
begins.

The 2017 Section 1 Class AA champions 
went 4-0 last week – beating Suffern (1-0), 
Ossining, John Jay-East Fishkill (5-3) and 
Panas (2-1) – raising their record to 16-2 
on the season.

In the victory over Suffern, Erica 
Salveggi tossed a no-hitter, and Angie 
Serrano’s walk-off single provided the 
triumph over Panas in the first round of 
the Yorktown Tournament.

Yorktown had senior night, Monday, 
against John Jay-Cross River and will 
complete the regular season against 
Suffern in the Yorktown Tournament 
final.

Senior and catcher Courtney Cardea 
pointed out that Yorktown was looking 
forward to playing John Jay-East Fishkill 
and Suffern. John Jay-East Fishkill had 
beaten Yorktown, 11-6, earlier this season 
on a day when the Huskers were far from 
their best.

“We were the home team in that first 
game against John Jay and we were up 
two runs going into the last inning,” said 
Cardea, who will attend Hamilton College 

in September and 
play softball. “After 
that game, we put 
a lot of emphasis 
on our defense and 
in the last week, it 
showed.”

The Cornhuskers 
played a sound game 
behind Salveggi, 
who no-hit a hard-
hitting Suffern team 
that is always among 
the Section 1 Class 
AA elite.

“Erica was really 
hitting her spots 
and all of her 
pitches were on,” 
said Cardea, who 
has caught Salveggi 
four years on varsity. 
“Erica didn’t shake 
me off once. We 
were locked in. We 
knew this was going 
to be a great game because of the great 
teams they were beating, and we were 
beating. We knew about their pitcher 
and what to expect from her. There was 
something special about that game. They 

had the home crowd and 
we new we had to bring it 
to win it. Games like this 
prepare you for the playoffs.”

Erin Gray provided the 
difference with a seventh-
inning home run.

Brianna Buck drove in 
four runs and Reilly Koch 
swatted a three-run homer 
against Ossining, then 
Yorktown exacted revenge 
on John Jay-East Fishkill 
as Buck provided the 
thunderous hit – a three-
run homer.

“We wanted to prove 
ourselves again, to them,” 
Cardea said. “Last year, they 
beat us twice and had a no-
hitter against us. We wanted 
to show we were new and 
improved and even more 
determined in the second 
game.”

Yorktown closed out its 
week with a thrilling walk-
off win against Panas. Sam 
Riccardulli had Yorktown’s 
first RBI before Serrano’s 
game-ending hit.

“Their pitcher is young, 
but she is very good,” Cardea 
said. “We knew it would be 
a good game and whoever 
adjusted faster would win. 
Lucky for us, we were able 

to do what we did in the bottom of the 
seventh.”

Yorktown goes into the Section 1 Class 
AA Championship as the hunted, because 
it is the defending champion. Yorktown is 
well aware of it, but ready for the challenge 
as it attempts to become the second team 
in program history to win consecutive 
sectional titles. The Cassie Reilly-Boccia-
led team won the Class AA championship 
in 2007 and ’08.

“Our team is really experienced and 
all of us lead in different ways, which has 
enabled us to grow as a team,” Cardea 
said. “We feel as a team that we’re playing 
our best softball we have this year. We’re 
also the type of team that plays our best 
when we are loose. We know that when 
we play the game the right way and give 
it 110 percent, it will all work out in our 
favor.”

Yorktown Coach Ryan Iamurri echoes 
Cardea’s thoughts.

“We were able to see the growth 
this team has gone through since the 
beginning of the season and the girls are 
coming together as a team,” said Iamurri, 
who played with Reilly-Boccia at the 
University of Alabama. “All I care about is 
that we are controlling the things we can 
control, getting better every day, putting 
the effort in, picking up our teammates 
when they are down and just plain having 
fun playing the game they love.” 

PUTNAM VALLEY did Yorktown one 
better, winning five games in six days – 
Haldane (14-7), Carmel (15-3), Yonkers 
Montessori, North Salem (14-13) and 
Beacon (8-7).

“It was a mentally and physically 
demanding week, having to be on the 
road for four out of the five games and our 
last two games were nail-biters,” Putnam 

Valley Coach Rena Finsmith said.
Freshmen Frankie Reyes and Emily 

McKenna each had three hits against 
Haldane. McKenna drove in four runs 
and first-year varsity player Sonya Garcia 
had three RBI.

Keiko Waters had four hits, scored four 
runs and drove in two against Carmel. 
McKenna and Reyes combined for nine 
RBI and provide ample hope for a bright 
future.

Waters had three hits and pitched 
two scoreless innings against Yonkers 
Montessori. Alex Waters, McKenna 
(home run), Reyes and Garcia each had 
two hits.

“Tiredness definitely set in by the end 
of the week and we were battled tested 
with two solid programs in North Salem 
and Beacon,” Finsmith said. “We had 
a rough seventh inning against North 
Salem where their team battled all the way 
back to not only tie the game at 10, but 
take the lead 13-10 going into the bottom 
of the 7th. Our team never quit and came 
back to win.”

Sophia Lord’s third hit of the game 
scored pinch-runner Samantha Palmo 
with the decisive run. Reyes missed 
the easy portion of the cycle when she 
doubled, tripled, homered and drove in 
four runs.

McKenna rang up 15 strikeouts against 
Beacon and Reyes had two hits, two runs 
scored and two RBI.

Putnam Valley, now 13-5 this season, 
played Haldane, Monday, and will finish 
the regular season today against Dobbs 
Ferry. Finsmith said this is the best 
regular-season record in more than six 
years.

LAKELAND ran its winning streak to 
16 consecutive games with victories over 
Poughkeepsie (15-0), R.C. Ketcham (9-0) 
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Yorktown’s Samantha Riccardulli connects for a double in Huskers’ 2-1 win 
over Panas Friday.

Yorktown, Lakeland, Put Valley Enter Playoffs Hot
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down their third-straight League II-E title. 
Vourliotis is taking aim at Hen Hud’s first 
sectional title since 2000 during the Mike 
Pritts/Kurt Thomas era.

Kelly, a four-year veteran, and Trevor 
Dowling provide the coach with the 
necessary leadership to change their 
playoff fortunes, but Class A is as wide 
open as it’s ever been, though top-seeded 
Rye and No.3 Byram Hills are legit 
favorites.

SOMERS has also had an outstanding 
season, much to the surprise of many. 
Tusker Coach Joe Wootten figured 
Somers was due to improve but 13-6 and 
a No.6 seed was not something many 
saw coming from this senior-laden unit. 
However, after sweeping LAKELAND by 
identical 7-3 scores, Somers has clicked 
off three-straight wins and gone 8-2 
down the stretch. Tusker P Austin Wainer 
dominated the Hornets, lasting 6-2/3rds 
with 12 Ks.

“Wainer kept a good Lakeland team off-
balance by getting ahead the entire night,” 
Wootten said.  “He threw 72 strikes and 
34 balls. That ratio is simply outstanding. 
He, along with catcher Eric Ferrara, 
fully committed to the game plan. Their 
execution was effective.”

Wainer impressed Lakeland Coach Bill 
Casey, who understand his Hornets (9-
8), currently seeded No.12, may still be a 
year away from serious contention having 
dropped four of the last five. Lakeland 
may be young, but the Hornets are battle-
tested after taking on a pair of Class AA 
schools over the weekend, including RCK, 
who took a 7-5 decision, and Clarkstown 
South, who went home a 5-4 loser 
courtesy of P Joey Vetrano, who fired six 
frames and allowed just one run. At the 
plate, the big lefty sophomore went 5 for 7 
in the double-dip. He cracked a home run, 
triple, two doubles and drove home five.

Tusker ace Logan Carriero held 
Mahopac to just three hits and no runs 
over five innings in a 7-3 Somers win. 
He fanned nine Indians and smoked an 
RBI double and scored. Big bopper Chris 

Boncardo tripled and scored two runs 
for the Tuskers, who appear to have a 
nifty threesome in Wainer, Carriero and 
Boncardo. Don’t sleep on Somers.

“The preparation these players put into 
the off-season and during the season 
has led them to have some success,” 
Wootten admitted. “We have expectations 
every year. These players took it upon 
themselves to prepare. The results mean 
that all the work is paying off. With the 
regular season is almost complete, one-
and-done begins soon.”  

John Jay CR went 6-2 in the league to 
cop the II-C title, and the streaky Indians 
(8-10 overall) should not be slept on 
either.

PANAS has dropped to No.16 after 
going 2-6 down the stretch, but they can 
right the ship this week with Mahopac 
and Lakeland on the docket. BREWSTER 
(10-10) has fallen to No.17 after going 
2-5 down the stretch, but the Bears did 
manage a 3-2 win over Somers but were 
no match for John Jay CR, who swept 
Brewster last week.
CLASS B

PUTNAM VALLEY (13-7) is the 
current No.6 seed in Class B and the newly-
minted League III-E champions after 
knocking off HALDANE (9-10) by a 2-1 
count. The Tigers are scoring some runs 
now to support their pitchers with utility 
specialist Brian McBride (team-high 18 
RBI) and C Mike Gaitan (team-high .475 
BA & 19 runs) leading the way. Juniors 
Alex O’Brien (0.76 ERA), McBride (1.62 
ERA) and Matt Carlsen (0.47 ERA) have 
been steady out of the pen and as starters 
of late. Consider the Tigers a sleeper but 
consider No.1 Briarcliff the team to beat in 
Class B, with No.4 Westlake (8-2 over the 
last 10 and a win over Briarcliff) showing 
big time signs. No.2 Pleasantville and No.3 
Keio round out the top challengers.

CROTON-HARMON (8-11) has 
slipped to the No.10 seed but a sweep of 
Valhalla should build confidence for the 
post season.

All-Americans. If he played at Yorktown, 
he might be a three-time All-American, 
so send the Syracuse-bound Fox off with 
a bang. Billy Chabot of Rye is in the mix.

Other locals in the conversation: State-
ranked (No.5) Class C power Hen Hud has 
a couple of interesting option in senior G 
Vinny Bell and Villanova-bound senior M 
Austin Fraser (38 points), but the Sailors 

may have to win the section to get a nod. I 
love the way Fraser has sacrificed personal 
digits for the good of his team by moving 
to D-mid, but if they need one guy to 
make one play, Coach Lepore turns to 
Fraser when all is said and done… Somers 
senior Vincent Cartelli (64 points) is 
having a wonderful statistical season, and 
Lakeland/Panas senior A JoJo Janavey has 

a body of work (over 200 career points) 
that certainly merits mention… Can we 
please bring back power leagues? I know, I 
know, Section 1 A.D.’s think power leagues 
are too subjective, but there is something 
to be said for “subjective” when put 
alongside “objective”, and I object to the 
Yorktown’s current league, which includes 
Fox Lane, Greeley and Ossining. That’s as 

bad as a Michelle Wolf joke, man, nothing 
remotely funny about it. Nobody benefits 
from the current league set-up, so fix it…

Tip your cap to the Savastano boys, 
Nick and Vinny, after the veteran coaches 
led Kennedy Catholic to a 7-5 win over 
Monsignor Farrell behind four points 
from Greg Brann, who led the Gaels to a 
fourth straight CHSAA A NYC title.

Panas junior Bella Feraca takes throw as Yorktown’s Elaina Ornstein 
scoots in safely in Panthers’ 2-1 loss to Huskers in Yorktown 
tourney Friday.

Yorktown junior Julianna Piehler goes to great lengths to cheer on 
her Huskers in 2-1 win over Panas.

Mahopac freshman P Shannon Becker has given 
the Indians plenty to smile about this season and 
the foreseeable future.

Panas freshman hurler Olivia Bordenaro delivers 
in 2-1 loss to reigning Class AA champion 
Yorktown last Friday.Yorktown senior P Erica Salveggi fires in 2-1 win 

over Panas Friday.
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Mahopac junior IF Abby Mastropietro gets the 
benefit of  the doubt on an extremely close call 
in the Indians’ 4-3 extra-inning loss to Class AA 
powerhouse Suffern in Friday’s opening round of  
the Yorktown Tournament. The Indians were rained 
out of  Saturday’s consolation game against Panas 
in what was a very competitive four-team field in 
preparation for the upcoming Section 1 tournaments 
where upstart Class AA Mahopac, which is 6-3 
over the last nine games, is currently looking at a 
potential No.8 seed and a possible quarterfinal 
game against No.1 John Jay EF, who survived a 1-0 
win over Shannon Becker-led Indians on May 1st. 
Mahopac was set to face Panas Tuesday at 3:30 p.m. 
in the consy round with Yorktown facing Suffern in 
the finals (5:30 p.m)... see Softball Notebook

Abby-
Cadabra!

Surging 
Mahopac’s 

Magical 
Ascent 

Continues
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