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By Anna Young
Discussions about the Carmel Central 

School District’s botched referendum 
continued during Tuesday’s Board of 
Education meeting with board members 
claiming the two proposed bonds 
ultimately failed last month due to the 
public’s absence during meetings, a lack 
of communication, and negative press 
from local media outlets.

With the standing-room only crowd 
expecting the board to dissect future 
ventures regarding capital projects during 
the Jan. 23 meeting, Superintendent 
of Schools Andy Irvin announced the 
board would continue working with legal 
counsel before bringing anything before 
the public. Instead some board members 
once again voiced their disappointment 
with the outcome and maintained the 
community was misinformed when they 
voted on Dec. 11. 

“You have to understand that 
information was provided through the 
presentations and if you didn’t go to the 
presentations and you’re just going by the 
signs that were put out and the editorials 
and if you think that makes us bullies, I’m 
sorry, but I think you’re misinformed,” 
Trustee Tara DeTurris said. 

DeTurris additionally said, “I found 
it to be extremely upsetting to be called 
a bully based on this whole proposition 
thing, but I think the fact is there was so 
much misinformation given and a lot of 
things need to be cleared up before we go 
any further.”

She also suggested local newspapers 
deliberately withheld letters to the editor 
in favor of the bond. (The Putnam 
Examiner printed every letter--for or 
against the bonds-- it received.)

Trustee John Cody agreed, stating 

By David Propper
With neither man willing to give an 

inch, Carmel Supervisor Kenny Schmitt 
and recreation and parks committee 
chairman Robert Buckley engaged in a 
screaming match for the ages during last 
week’s town board meeting.

Coming to verbal blows more than 
once, Schmitt and Buckley fought over 
whether the town should purchase two 
pieces of property in downtown Mahopac 
meant to create a waterfront park and 
expand parking in the business district off 
Route 6N. One of the properties is Swan 
Cove, where abandoned homes lay barren 
near the lake, and the other adjacent 
property, owned by Tompkins Mahopac 
Bank, includes the Mahopac Chamber 
of Commerce building and lot in front of 
Swan Cove.

Town officials would purchase Swan 

Cove for $1 million and the price for the 
adjacent land is not known yet.

But Buckley, a frequent speaker at 
meetings, voiced a healthy dose of 
skepticism over whether the possible 
deals were worth it. 

 “You’re buying a piece of property that 
you don’t even know if it’s going to meet 
the needs of what you want,” Buckley said. 
“And I’m very concerned about it.”

Buckley was upset that the recreation 
committee was not included in 
discussions prior to Schmitt speaking 
about the proposed land purchase in a 
Mahopac News article. In an interview, 
Buckley said he wants the town to conduct 
multiple studies before moving forward 
with the projects. The parcels the town 
would purchase also flood during heavy 
rainstorms, Buckley said. 

Carmel School Board Still Hung Up on Bond Failures 

Questions Over Mahopac Property Lead to Shouting Match
continued on page 4
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Trustees John Curzio, far left, and Michelle Yorio, second from left, had a difference of  opinion at last 
week’s meeting.
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At a town board meeting last week, Supervisor Kenny Schmitt and council members faced questions 
over property it plans on purchasing off  Route 6N. Rec. committee chair Bob Buckley pointed out the 
property often floods when heavy rain hits the area. 
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Q: What causes cervical cancer?    
A: Human Papillomavirus (HPV) causes about 90 percent 
of all cases. HPV is a sexually transmitted virus that is 
so common, most people will have it at some point in 
their lives. Certain strains of HPV can cause changes 
on a woman’s cervix that may result in cervical cancer. 
Additional risk factors include smoking, extended use of 
birth control, and having many sexual partners.

Q: What are the symptoms of cervical cancer?
A: It’s important to realize that in most cases, there 
are no symptoms. Uncommon symptoms include 
unexplained vaginal bleeding, bleeding after intercourse 
and abnormal vaginal discharge. Given that the HPV 
strains that can lead to cervical cancer are themselves 
asymptomatic, it becomes clear why you must be 
regularly screened for cervical cancer.

Q: How often should I have a Pap smear?   
A: New guidelines recommend women have a Pap 
smear and HPV test every three years starting at age 
21 until age 65, provided you have no risk factors or 
abnormal Pap smears. This regimen makes it extremely 
likely the disease will be caught while still in the highly 

curable pre-cancerous stage. Some women require 
more frequent screenings. At each visit, your gynecologist 
will evaluate all risk factors and determine if you need a 
Pap smear. Although the recommendations call for getting 
a Pap smear every three years, annual gynecologist visits 
are extremely important to your health. Pelvic exams, Pap 
tests and breast cancer screenings help detect problems 
at an early and potentially highly treatable stage. 

Q: What about the HPV vaccine to prevent cervical cancer?
A: Two other forms of prevention include the condom 
and the HPV vaccination, which protects against several 
strains of HPV known to cause cervical cancer. It does not, 
however, protect against all strains. I often recommend 
to my patients that they get the vaccine when they are 
considering becoming sexually active. Note that the vaccine 
does not replace the need to practice safe sex or to get 
regular Pap smears.

Life-Saving News For Women
What you need to know about 
cervical cancer screenings…

Navid Mootabar, MD
Chief, Obstetrics & Gynecology
Director, Institute for Robotic & Minimally 
Invasive Surgery
Northern Westchester Hospital 
nwhroboticsurgery.org/DrMootabar

Ask the doctor

400 East Main Street  |  Mount Kisco, NY 10549    
914.666.1200  |  www.nwhc.net

Did you know?
Cervical cancer is usually highly curable… 
when caught early through regular screening.

Visit www.nwhroboticsurgery.org/
DrMootabar to learn more about 
Dr. Mootabar and his work at 
Northern Westchester Hospital.

 “All this could have been simplified if 
they didn’t put the cart before the horse,” 
Buckley said in an interview.

During the meeting Schmitt said over 
the past few years the town has tried to 
make more municipal parking available 
in response to concerns from local 
merchants. He called the parcels viable 
options for parking and other uses.

The two men also argued over Buckley’s 
use of social media, where he called out 
Schmitt on Facebook and mentioned 
that he is up for reelection in two years. 
Schmitt insisted that Buckley should’ve 
called him directly rather than making 
his feelings known online, with Buckley 
shooting back Schmitt hasn’t returned his 
calls since he made the Facebook posts. 

Schmitt also took exception to Buckley 
only aiming his comments to him and not 
the rest of the board.

 “I’m one of five, why don’t you address 
the whole board,” Schmitt started 
shouting. “That’s nonsense,” as Buckley 
repeatedly told him to “take the heat.”

 “I’m not done with you yet,” Buckley 
bellowed, with Schmitt angrily replying, 
“Why don’t you knock it off…this is an 
attack on the town supervisor.”

At times, Councilwoman Suzi 
McDonough tried to dial down the 
hysteria and even threatened to walk off 

the dais if cooler heads didn’t prevail. 
Councilman Michael Barile and 

Buckley also traded barbs with Barile 
telling Buckley he should show a little 
more respect to the town board as the 
parks and recreation chairman. At one 
point, like a cornerman during a boxing 
match, Barile advised Schmitt to ignore 
Buckley if his critiques became personal. 

“This board is gonna allow the head of 
the recreation department to belittle the 
supervisor,” Barile questioned aloud. 

Buckley pointed out Barile never pulled 
punches when he was a private citizen 
challenging the board.

Schmitt and Buckley continued to 
clash for most of the meeting, with Barile 
chirping in, “Kenny you’d think you’re 

Italian, relax.”
Buckley even threatened to resign from 

the recreation committee and challenged 
the board to accept his resignation. Later 
in the week, Buckley said he was still 
deciding his future with the recreation 
committee and would talk with other 
committee members. (Cooler heads 
prevailed near the end of the meeting 
between Buckley and the board.)

Councilman Jonathan Schneider said 
the town has conceptual drafts of the 
proposed parking site. There are also 
plans to replace the traffic light at the 
intersection of Route 6 and Route 6N, 

Schneider said, to increase vehicular and 
pedestrian safety. 

In an interview, Barile was enthusiastic 
about the projects and unfazed by the 
dustup with Buckley. Barile said the 
transformation would give clear visibly to 
the lake from Route 6, add parking and 
improve the overall area. He called it a 
“no-lose situation.”

During the meeting, he alluded to the 
town being able to alleviate the flooding 
on the parcels of land. 

 “It’s the greatest thing to ever happen 
to the hamlet of Mahopac,” Barile told 
The Putnam Examiner. “End of story.”

Questions Over Mahopac Property Lead to Shouting Match
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By David Propper
An alternative site for a proposed cell 

tower is being explored by the Town of 
Patterson, which was a topic that was 
briefly discussed at last week’s meeting.

Instead of a cell tower being built along 
Route 164, a proposal brought forward 
by the Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority and a property that rankled 
many neighbors that live nearby, the town 
is offering the recycling center as another 
possible location for it. 

The MTA originally signaled in Oct. 
2015 that it would build the Route 164 
monopole where the railroad tracks 
cross near the intersection of Bullet Hole 
Road as soon as that November, but 
construction for the 180 foot structure 
hasn’t come to fruition. During that time, 
the town has worked with MTA officials 
and private contractors to find a more 
appropriate site that would help the MTA 
and would not hurt as many residents. 

Supervisor Rich Williams said he 
speaks with MTA officials every couple 
weeks and officials have been receptive to 
the location so far. 

“But we’re still evaluating it as well,” 
Williams said. 

If the tower were to be placed at the 
recycling center, it would be farther away 
from residential homes and could be 
lower than the monopole that’s supposed 
to go on Route 164, Williams said. The 
recycling center has other uses including 
a landfill, Williams said.

But resident Bruce Major said he 

thought the process to place the cell 
tower at the recycling center is rushed. 
He suggested the town do a review of the 
overlays in the area to identify gaps in 
coverage. 

“There will be some impact on some 
people,” Major said. “The concern I have 
is the failure of the town to do overlays 
so that three months from now another 
carrier comes in and says we need to put 
it at another location because this area of 
Patterson isn’t being covered.”

But Williams insisted the town is doing 
its due diligence and the next step in the 
process is to determine whether or not 
the new proposed site would work for 
carriers. A public information meeting 
would be held at some point for residents 
to gather information about the proposal, 
he said, and information is on the town 
website and more information would be 
added going forward. The next study is to 
pinpoint the height the proposed tower 
must be, Williams said.

“We’re not signing a contract to a site 
we don’t know is going to work and be the 
best solution to the problem,” Williams 
said. “We’re working toward a goal of 
coming up with an answer.”

Another resident said after he observed 
the balloon test for the monopole at the 
recycling center, he found the proposal 
concerning because it’s less than a mile 
from his home.

“I can say from my simple, humble 
opinion that I’m opposed to it,” the 
resident said. “Respectfully so.”

By David Propper
The Patterson town board approved 

a contract with the Patterson Volunteer 
Fire Department last week, but it doesn’t 
appear department leadership is keen on 
the signing the document anytime soon.

The town and fire department are at odds 
over which entity should purchase new 
emergency vehicles for the department. 
If the town did so, it would withhold 
money from the department and use 
those funds to purchase the equipment. 
The town board believes if it bonded the 
new vehicles, it would be cheaper than if 
the fire department took that same route, 
though department officials contend the 
cost would be the same. 

The current contract for 2018 approved 
last week calls for $260,414 for new 
vehicles and equipment that could be held 
by the town. The operational portion of 
the department’s budget is $567,050. 

Supervisor Rich Williams said, in an 
interview, the fire department recently 
financed an ambulance at a rate higher 
than what it would have cost the town to 
bond it. 

But fire department president Eleanor 
Smith said following research, department 
officials believe they can bond the new 
vehicles at the same price the town could. 
She said in an interview there is no reason 
to sign a contract where the town would 
withhold money from the department.

During the meeting, Williams said the 
department currently has a “tremendous 
shortfall” in its vehicle replacement 
schedule and by 2019 that shortfall could 
add up to $2.5 million. The town needs 
to get “out in front” of the situation, 
Williams said.  

“This has been a concern of mine 
and the whole town board right along,” 
he said. “We’re very concerned by the 
shortfall you have in funding.”

Smith said the fire department had a 
“good plan” to rectify the situation. 

“This was something that was handed 
down to us,” Smith said. “We’re working 
on this.

During the meeting, Williams said 
amendments could be added later to the 
approved contract once the two sides 
reach an agreement.

New Site Being Explored for Monopole in Patterson

Patterson FD Won’t Sign 
Contract with Town Yet

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Resident Bruce Major was concerned that the new location for a proposed cell tower was being rushed.
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the committee that constructed the 
capital project did so in a thoughtful 
way and wished more of the community 
had been present during meetings and 
presentations. He added the public 
didn’t have a good understanding of the 
project when discussions flared up in the 
community. 

“If everyone understood exactly what 
the goal was I don’t think the reaction 
would have been the same,” he said. 

Vice President Richard Kreps remarked 
how a previous bond referendum around 
$40 million had also failed during his 
tenure on the board, asserting that Carmel 
residents “do not like to spend money.” 
He said he doesn’t like to spend money 
either, but will spend the right amount 
of money to enhance the school district. 
He recommended the community review 
what has been done to enhance the 
district and consider the board’s decision-
making ability. 

He added that elements within the 
capital upgrades are a priority including 
a new bus transportation depot. He 
suggested working with Brewster to see 
what services could be shared and to put 
the project up by itself. While the other 
capital projects shouldn’t completely be 
dismissed, Kreps said the board needs to 
focus on what the district really needs. 

Trustee Michelle Yorio proposed the 
district host a café discussion to assess 
the district’s needs. She added that future 
discussions should remain factual and 
upbeat with the students’ best interest a 
priority. She agreed the district suffered 
a communication gap, claiming that 
working with the local newspapers, 
putting information on the district 
website and hosting public meetings 
wasn’t enough to properly inform the 
community. 

Board President Greg Riley also 
insisted the community has been misled 
regarding the disciplinary actions taken 
against trustee John Curzio that could 
result in his removal from the board. 

“The hearing that was conducted 
last week had nothing to do with the 

difference of opinion on the recent bond, 
it had nothing to do with the difference 
of opinion on last year’s budget. It simply 
has to do with rules,” Riley said at the 
start of the meeting. “These rules are put 
in place because someone or some group 
thinks it’s important, like the policies that 
govern what’s done in Carmel Central 
School District, that this board approves, 
reviews and changes as needed. And it is 
simple, when a rule is broken someone 
needs to be accountable.”

Curzio, 20, who was the subject of a 
removal hearing on Jan. 17, is accused of 
two official misconduct charges, including 
the use of district resources and acting in 
neglect of his official duties because he 
encouraged voters to turn down the $85 
million bond proposals during videotaped 
meetings. He has denied wrongdoing. 

Contentious debate ensued when 
Curzio shared his thoughts on the capital 
projects with some board members 
transparent in their frustrations. 

Curzio said he supports the district but 
believes the board should seek another 
approach to achieve its goal. He said the 
district has continued to raise the tax 
levy over the last 30 years, which has put 
pressure on seniors and young adults 
to leave the area. He added the capital 
upgrades, along with the budget, would 
have further burdened the community. 

“When we talk about what’s best for 
kids, it’s not best for kids if we’re driving 
their parents and grandparents out of this 
district and they can’t enjoy the education 
we offer them in this district because it 
does offer exceptional education,” the 
Carmel High School alum said. 

Curzio maintained the board should 
continue looking at vacant properties for 
the transportation garage and coordinate 
with Kent officials that will be affected 
by the development because of loss tax 
revenue to the town. 

Trustee James Reese suggested the 
board focus on the school budget before 
rushing into another bond referendum. 
He said a vote should be considered for 
the fall to give the community time to 
provide the necessary input. 

“I think we put the capital project on 
hold for the time being,” Reese said. “I 
think we just slow this thing down at 
this point and focus on budget and turn 
around and see what we can do on the 
capital project.”
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It was another long school board meeting for trustees, including board member Tara DeTurris, far right. 
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By David Propper
A bus monitor that works for the 

Putnam Valley school system was arrested 
for striking a child earlier this month, the 
Putnam County Sheriff ’s Office stated last 
week.

Joseph Masi, 65, of Cortlandt Manor, 
was charged with endangering the welfare 
of a child, a misdemeanor, and harassment 
in the 2nd degree, a violation, after it’s 
alleged he hit an 11-year-old student in 
the face and then threatened to knock 
him out, according to the sheriff ’s office. 

An investigation into Masi’s actions 
began on Jan. 11 when Putnam Valley 
school officials became aware of the 
incident between the monitor and the 
student and quickly notified school 
resource officer, Deputy Ryan McMahon. 
McMahon immediately responded to 
Putnam Valley Middle School at 3:30 p.m. 
and was informed by administrators that 
a student had allegedly been struck by a 
monitor while riding the bus, police said.

McMahon interviewed several 
witnesses and reviewed video and audio 

supplied by the bus company, Montauk 
Bus Company, which contracts with the 
school district. Masi was soon arrested 
and arraigned on both charges on Jan. 12 
by Putnam Valley Justice Gina Capone in 
town court, according to authorities. Masi 
was released on his own recognizance, 
pending a future court date. 

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Fran 
Wills addressed the incident in a post 
on the school’s website last week. After 
school officials learned the student was 
possibly struck, Wills said the student’s 

parents, along with the bus company and 
school resource officer were informed. 

“We are fortunate to have a strong and 
effective partnership with our Sheriff ’s 
department. Montauk Bus Company has 
also been cooperative throughout the 
investigation,” Wills said. “The Putnam 
Valley School District is committed to the 
safety of our students and staff. To that 
end we have open communication with 
Putnam County and our contractors on 
behalf of our students.” 

PV School Bus Monitor Arrested for Striking Student

Entergy and the Utility Workers 
Union of America Local 1-2 reached 
an agreement last Wednesday on a 
new four-year contract for the union’s 
approximately 330 workers at the Indian 
Point Energy Center. 

The agreement between Entergy and 
union leadership will have to be approved 
by the union membership in a vote that 
is expected to take place within the next 
few weeks. Terms of the contract were not 
disclosed. 

“This agreement benefits all parties 
– the workers, the union, and Entergy. 
I applaud the union’s negotiating team, 
led by James Slevin, for its continued 
discussions to reach an amicable 
agreement,” said Tony Vitale, site vice 
president and Entergy’s top official at 
Indian Point. “All of our employees will 
continue to focus on their mission to 
provide reliable power to millions of New 
Yorkers through the date of permanent 
closure in 2021.” 

Indian Point Energy Center, in 
Buchanan, which employs nearly 1,000 
employees, is home to two operating 
nuclear power plants, Unit 2 and Unit 
3, which generate approximately 2,000 
megawatts of electricity for homes, 
business and public facilities in New York 
City and Westchester County.

The nuclear plants are slated to shut 
down in 2020 and 2021.

Entergy and 
Utility Workers 
Union Reach 
Contract 
Agreement
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By Neal Rentz
Following impassioned pleas from a 

neighboring couple, the Carmel Zoning 
Board of Appeals turned down a proposal 
to install two cell phone antennas on the 
roof of a Route 6 restaurant in Mahopac.

With ZBA Chairman John Maxwell 
and member Michael Schwartz absent, 
the board voted 3-2 against a motion 
to deny the application from Verizon 
Wireless for an area variance to construct 
the antennas in an enclosure on the roof 
of Ramiros 954 restaurant at 954 Route 
6. Even though the majority of the board 
did not approve the motion to deny, the 
application did not receive the necessary 
four votes for approval that were required 
to pass the proposal. 

At the end of the meeting though, 
the ZBA voted to be able to reconsider 
the application and reopened the public 
hearing it closed minutes before. The 
application is also before the Carmel 
Planning Board. 

Prior to the vote, Jordan Fry, an 
attorney representing Verizon Wireless, 
said the antennas would provide 
enhanced wireless service for the area, 
including for 911 emergency calls. The 
antennas would be placed in an enclosure 
on the roof of the restaurant and would 
not have a negative visual impact on the 
surrounding area, Fry said. “It’s a benefit 
to the town,” he said. 

ZBA member Rose Fabiano expressed 
concerns about the location of the 
antennas and asked Fry to seek another 
location. Fabiano also asked Fry if 
there would be enough parking at the 
restaurant site since a technician would 
typically come to inspect the antennas 
once a month. The existing parking 
spaces would be adequate because the 
person doing the service on the antennas 
would be at the site for a limited period 
during the day once a month, Fry replied. 

The proposal was sharply criticized 
by Joan and Bill Lefurgy, who live next 
door to the restaurant. Mrs. Lefurgy 
said the family lives in a three-bedroom 
apartment on the top floor of their 
mixed used building, four feet from the 
proposed antennas.  The family, which 
owns Lefer’s Automotive, would be able 
to see the antennas from the bedroom 
windows, she said. 

The owner and property manager of the 
K-Mart Shopping Center in the area had 
told her that they would be willing to have 
the proposed antennas on their property, 
which would be a more appropriate 
location, Mrs. Lefurgy said. She noted 
that Planning Board Chairman Harold 
Gary has also asked Verizon to consider 
another location for their proposed 
antennas, she said. 

“We feel now that we won’t be able 
to sell it,” she said of her property if the 
antennas are put up. 

During the meeting, Mr. Lefurgy said 
the property where the tower would 
go already has a drainage problem and 
the enclosed antennas would make the 
drainage problem worse. 

“You want to sleep next to the tower,” 
he said. 

The owner of the property where the 
antennas would go, Michael Barile, who is 
a Carmel councilman, declined comment 
on the proposal. 

Following last week’s meeting, Aglietti 
said because a full board was not present, 
the applicant could ask for another vote at 
the next ZBA meeting, which is scheduled 
for Feb. 22. 

Fry would not comment on the ZBA’s 
action following last week’s meeting. 

Carmel ZBA Turns Down Cell Antennas Proposal

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
The Carmel Zoning Board of  Appeals at its Jan. 25 meeting.

Let Us Keep 
You Warm! 
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Home Heating Fuel
1606 Rte 22, Brewster
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  & Installation
• Tank Removal & Installation
• Propane Available for 
  Cooking   & Heating
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DAVID PROPPER PHOTO 
Cell antennas could go on the roof  of  Ramiros restaurant, but the owners of  Lefer’s Automotive don’t 
want the proposal to go through.
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Qualified Health Plan through www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov  

by January 31 to have coverage in 2018.



January 30 - February 5, 2018 The Putnam Examiner8

By Martin Wilbur
First-term New Castle Councilman 

Jeremy Saland is pondering a run for the 
40th state Senate District, a move that 
would see him attempt to follow in his 
father’s footsteps to the state legislature.

Saland, 43, will decide in the next 
few weeks whether he will join the 
race that could ultimately pit him 
against incumbent Terrence Murphy 
(R-Yorktown). Saland will first have to 
win the Democratic nomination over 
South Salem resident Robert Kesten, 
so far, the only other announced party 
candidate.

Saland said he has a deep commitment 
to public service and is eyeing a 
continuation and broadening of that role.

“One of the things that has really 
compelled me is the magnitude and 
overwhelming amount of support I’ve 
received in the district, in the town and 
beyond to run,” said Saland, who won 
his seat on the New Castle Town Board 
in 2015 after spending five years as town 
prosecutor. “People have pledged not only 
their personal support but their financial 
support and whatever they can to make 
this happen. I’m grateful and honored by 
it. It’s humbling to say the least.”

Saland, a criminal defense attorney 
who began his career as a Manhattan 
assistant district attorney under Robert 
Morgethau, said ultimately his decision 

will be based on what is best for his family. 
He has three young children and his wife 
is a physician.

For legislators, the burden of public 
service on a family, particularly with 
children, can be imposing. He watched 
his father, Stephen Saland, spend 32 years 
in the state legislature, winning his first 
election to the Assembly in 1980. Saland’s 
father was then elected to the Senate from 

the 41st District, which includes Dutchess 
and Columbia counties, in 1990. He 
served through 2012.

“The other issue to me is I have a small 
law practice and I live in a community and 
in a county that has very high property 
taxes,” he said. “So all the consideration is, 
as one of two breadwinners in my family, 
is how is this going to impact my small 
law practice.”

When he first started out, Saland, like 
his father, was a registered Republican. 
However, as the party moved to the right 
on what would be considered social issues, 
he left the GOP, and in 2006 became an 
independent. He was endorsed by the 
New Castle Democrats in 2015, and 
after winning his Town Board seat, he 
registered as a Democrat last year.

While Saland said he has a healthy 
respect for Murphy as a public servant, 
there have been an increasing number 
of issues where he has strongly disagreed 
with the senator.

For example, he opposes Murphy’s 
support for a voter ID law, which 
perpetuates the myth of widespread voter 
fraud. Also, Saland supports the Gender 
Expression Non-Discrimination Act, 
which would add gender identity and 
expression to the list of bias crimes in the 
state, something the incumbent does not 
back.

Furthermore, he said Murphy is out of 

step with most New Yorkers regarding 
sensible gun control. While the SAFE 
Act has some drawbacks, it contains 
important protections for the public.

“I give Senator Murphy much respect 
for serving the public, but I disagree 
with many of his principles and policy 
beliefs,” Saland said. “We can keep taxes 
low, provide job opportunities, and make 
sure (the) commute into New York City 
is safe, but we can also protect those 
who need our help, give assistance to 
people in financial need, allow women to 
make decisions about their own bodies 
and make sure everyone has access to 
healthcare.”

A statement released on Murphy’s 
behalf said that he looks forward to the 
campaign regardless of his opponent, and 
appeared to take a veiled shot at Saland’s 
evolving party affiliation.

“Senator Murphy is laser focused on 
the important issues facing Westchester 
and the Hudson Valley, regardless of who 
his opponent is, or what party they’ve 
currently switched to,” said campaign 
spokesperson Martha Ruiz Jimenez. “He 
looks forward to running on his record of 
fighting the heroin epidemic, protecting 
our environment and holding Albany 
accountable to local taxpayers. His broad-
based support has led to historic electoral 
and legislative victories in the past and we 
anticipate the same for 2018.”

Westchester Councilman Weighs Run for 40th Senate Seat

PROVIDED PHOTO
New Castle Councilman Jeremy Saland is 
considering a run for the 40th state Senate 
District this year. He expects to make a final 
decision in the next few weeks.
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Cold Spring Resident 
Arrested on Drug Charges
By David Propper

A Cold Spring resident accused of selling 
heroin in the area was nabbed earlier this month, 
according to the Putnam County Sheriff ’s Office. 

A long term investigation by the sheriff ’s 
narcotics enforcement unit resulted in the arrest 
of Kurian Hamilton on Jan. 10 on a slew of drug 
charges, including three felony counts of criminal 
possession of a controlled substance in the 3rd 
degree, two felony counts of criminal sale of 
a controlled substance in the 3rd degree, one 
misdemeanor count of criminal possession of a 
controlled substance in the 7th degree and two 
misdemeanor counts of criminally using drug 
paraphernalia in the 2nd degree. 

A narcotics unit investigator developed 
information that Hamilton was involved in the 
sale of heroin within the county and over the span 
of months that investigator was able to make contact with Hamilton and arranged 
the purchase of heroin on more than one occasion, authorities said. He was arrested 
once a search warrant was executed at his residence and a quantity of heroin 
and drug paraphernalia consisting of scales and materials commonly used in the 
packaging of narcotics was recovered, according to police. 

Hamilton was arraigned in Cold Spring Village Court by Judge Thomas Costello 
and remanded to the Putnam County Correctional Facility in lieu of $25,000 cash 
and $50,000 bond. 

Senior investigator Thomas Corless of the narcotics unit thanked concerned Cold 
Spring citizens and the village police department, which led to the investigation into 
Hamilton.

PROVIDED PHOTO



January 30 - February 5, 2018www.TheExaminerNews.com 9

By David Propper
Since 2012, Always An Angel Homecare 

has steadily grown its brand. 
Now, the homecare service is close 

to receiving its New York State license 
that would expand its capabilities and 
is already pushing hard to franchise the 
business by opening up other Always An 
Angel locations in other regions of New 
York and even other states. 

“A lot has changed over the last five and 
a half years,” co-owner and president Steve 
Velichko said. “When you’re first opening, 
you’re just trying to get the business going 
and get a name for yourself.”

Currently, Putnam Valley residents 
Steve and his wife Roberta, along with 
a dedicated office staff and caretakers, 
offer non-medical assistance to seniors 
in their homes or facilities that they live 
in. Some of that help includes meal prep, 
medication reminders, laundry, light 
housekeeping and transportation if a 
senior needs to go to a store, a doctor’s 
appointment, or a weekly mass at church. 
Currently, Always An Angel services 
mostly northern Westchester County and 
all of Putnam County, but not for long.

There are now franchising opportunities 
with Steve and Roberta hoping to attract 
potential business owners that have as 

much passion for seniors as they do. 
Additionally, Steve said the company 

has pursued a state license to cast a wider 
net of clients they could care for. Some 
current seniors’ health deteriorates to 
the point where a licensed nurse needs to 
come in for more care. 

“A lot of it is companionship and just 
making sure somebody’s there with mom 

or dad or your aunt or uncle or whoever 
you’re caring for,” Steve said. (The 
business makes sure no senior is alone for 
their birthday and cake and candles are 
brought to their home.)

The faith-based business, Roberta said, 
is a chance to be a “blessing to people” and 
“offer them hope.” The spiritual aspect 
only adds to the business’ success and no 

person, regardless of faith, is ever turned 
away, she said. 

Their website has more than 100 client 
testimonies praising Always An Angel and 
even caretaker testimonies about working 
with the company. Steve and Roberta 
stress communication with seniors and 
a personal touch are critical. Roberta 
understands a visit from a caretaker 
might be the highlight of a senior’s day, so 
it’s important to be reliable. 

Steve used to work in the corporate 
world in sales and Roberta was a stay-at-
home mom to her four children for almost 
two decades. After Roberta went back to 
work part-time, Steve kept suggesting 
they start a business together and after a 
year, Roberta finally said “why not.” 

They decided to open this business 
together and neither has looked back. 
A couple years later, one of their sons, 
Steven, also joined and is an integral part 
of the company.

Now they have an eye on expanding 
and have even come up with a company 
jingle they hope will be heard across the 
state.

“An angel in your home,” Steve and 
Roberta tunefully said. 

Always An Angel Homecare can be 
reached at 845-526-1132 or online at 
http://alwaysanangelhomecare.com

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
The office staff  of  Always An Angel Homecare, including co-owners Steve, far left, and Roberta Velichko, 
second from right, and one of  their sons, Stephen, far right. 

Each year, the Velichkos host a holiday party for caregivers. 
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Essayist John Burroughs said, “I go to 
nature to be soothed and healed and to 
have my senses put in.” There is something 
magical about being outdoors that frees 
you from the stresses of the world. 

The United Special Sportsman 
Alliance understands that. This is a 
group of outdoor sports enthusiasts from 
throughout the county who give of their 
time and from their pockets to graciously 

send critically-ill and disabled youth 
and disabled veterans on a free outdoor 
adventure of their dreams! It gives the 
youth, the veterans and their families an 
opportunity to put their troubles aside 
and take in the beauty and wonders of the 
natural world. 

Since the organization started in 2000 
over 9,000 families have been able to go 
on an outdoor adventure. 

The New York Chapter was started 8 
years ago by Nick Crecco. An avid bow 
hunter, he found a way to share his love 
of nature with those who could use a 
moment away from the hustle and bustle. 

A year later, Nick and his brother 
Johnny started the Sportsman’s Game 
Dinner to benefit the USSA and its 
mission. Hosting it at their catering hall, 
Villa Barone in Mahopac, the event has 

grown over the past seven years into 
being one of the organization’s largest 
annual fundraising events.  Their hearts 
are as big as the outdoors.

Thank you to the Crecco brothers for 
sharing their love of nature and adventure 
with those in need.

MaryEllen Odell
Putnam County Executive 

Support Connection, Inc., a Yorktown-
based not-for-profit organization that 
provides free support services to people 
affected by breast and ovarian cancer, is 
pleased to announced that their Board of 
Directors has elected Gary Wawrzycki as 
Board President.

Wawrzycki has strong ties to the 
Hudson Valley, as a lifelong resident 
of Garrison where his parents also still 
live. For the past 5 years he has been the 
Regional Banking Branch Manager for the 
Shrub Oak Branch of Wells Fargo Bank, 
N.A. For 12 years prior to that he was a 
premier banker and a manager for Wells 
Fargo Bank. He holds a Bachelor’s degree 
in Economics and Sociology from SUNY 
Albany, and an MBA from the Lubin 
School of Business at Pace University.

Wawrzycki joined the Support 
Connection Board of Directors in 
2017, but has been actively involved 
in supporting the organization since 

2013, when he met Executive Director 
Katherine Quinn at his branch. He got 
involved with the annual Support-A-
Walk for Breast and Ovarian Cancer, 
and invited other bank employees and 
customers to do so.

In 2014, Wawrzycki was instrumental 
in nominating Support Connection for 
a Wells Fargo Community Connections 
grant, which the organization received 
3 years in a row. Since 2015, Wawrzycki 
has been on the planning committee for 
Support Connection’s annual Benefit Golf 
Outing. In 2017, Wawrzycki spearheaded 
a fundraising campaign for the Support-
A-Walk which involved more than 30 
Wells Fargo branches across Westchester, 
Putnam and Dutchess counties.

Wawrzycki is happy to be on the Board 
of Directors and to serve as President: 
“I believe in the work that Support 
Connection does. I’ve seen the direct 
and positive impact they have on a daily 

basis on the lives of women and families 
affected by breast and ovarian cancer.”

Support Connection’s Board of Director 
also elected the following officers: Vice 
President: Denise D’Amico (Shrub Oak); 
Treasurer: Dave Sacarny (Armonk); 
Secretary: Janet DeVito (Danbury, CT).

The Support Connection Board of 
Directors is a diverse group of dedicated 
volunteers who devote their time and 
talents to helping the organization fulfill 
its mission. The Board includes people 
whose lives have been impacted by 
cancer, business leaders, and members of 
the community. In addition to providing 
governance for the organization, the 
Board works to raise funds and pursue 
resources to enhance and sustain Support 
Connection’s programs and services.

About Support Connection: Support 
Connection, Inc. is a 501 (c) (3) not-
for-profit organization that provides 
free, confidential support services and 
programs to people affected by breast and 
ovarian cancer. Founded in 1996, Support 
Connection is based in Yorktown Heights, 
but through their toll-free hotline and 

website they serve people throughout 
the country. To learn more, call 914-962-
6402 (toll-free: 800-532-4290) or visit 
www.supportconnection.org. Support 
Connection: We’ve Been There. We Care.  

Crecco Brothers Use Villa Barone to Share Their Love of Nature 

Garrison Resident New Support Connection Board President 

Letter to the Editor
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January is designated as Radon Action 
Month by the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA). The risks tend to be higher 
during the cold winter months when 
homes are more tightly closed up or 
sealed, but exposure to radon continues 
year round. Radon is a colorless, odorless 
gas and  the leading cause of lung cancer 
among non-smokers in the U.S. For those 
who smoke, it increases the risk of cancer. 

“Radon occurs naturally in the 
environment,” says County Executive 
MaryEllen Odell, “and Putnam County 
is located in an area found to have high 
levels. Testing your home is a good 
idea.” According to the New York State 
Department of Health (NYSDOH), 32 
percent of homes in Putnam are estimated 
to have radon levels high enough that 
steps should be taken to fix the problem.

 “Radon definitely contributes to 
the high lung cancer death rate in 
Putnam County,” says Interim Health 
Commissioner Michael J. Nesheiwat, 
MD. “Smoking is not the only cause. To 
find out if you have high radon levels, the 

only way is to test your home. We always 
advise residents to perform tests.” 

Radon develops from the radioactive 
decay of uranium or thorium in the soil 
and it can seep into homes or ground 
water. If the level within a home tests 
high, action can be taken to reduce it. 
Repair costs vary and sometimes a simple 
solution can correct a problem. New 
homes can now be built using radon-
resistant construction. 

Radon testing kits are inexpensive and 
easy to get. The NYSDOH sells testing kits 
by mail for $11 (includes lab testing fee) 
to New York State residents, or they can 
be bought at local home and hardware 
stores. Test kits remain in the home for a 
few days and then are sealed and mailed in 
for analysis. Results are usually returned 
to the homeowner within a few weeks. 

For more information about radon, 
or to order a kit (NYS residents only), 
visit the New York State Department of 
Health website or the New York Radon 
Information website. 

Radon Risk in Putnam 
County Remains High

PROVIDED PHOTO
Gary Wawrzycki, newly elected President of  the 
Support Connection Board of  Director.
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Across
1. Sandwich that often comes with mayo
4. Fishy eggs
7. U.N. workers’ org.
8. This club, has no cubs, but roars with 
good deeds, goes with 26 across
11. H.S exam
12. Atonement
13. “The __” starring Jet Li
14. ____ Coeur Basilica
15. Regardless of
17. Fig. in identity theft
18. Bill holder, abbr.
21. Exaggerates
26. See 8 across
27. Patient’s need, for short
28. Like a romantic evening, maybe
30. Shelley’s “_____ Skylark”
31. Mixed with grain
32. “__ Town”
33. Vintage
34. Places for R.N.’s

Down
1. Wild animal
2. Almost treeless plains
3. Tribal symbols
4. Philosopher Descartes
5. Ogre
6. Japan follower
8. Couch

9. First word of “The Raven”
10. Ruined
12. L.A. clock setting
16. Embrocate
19. When buying or selling vintage 
treasures in Carmel, the place is ___ 
Shabby, 2 words
20. Velvet-like fabric
22. Field mouse
23. Oklahoma city
24. OPQ follower
25. Disfigures
26. Manilow’s “Copacabana” show girl
28. Lady of Fr.
29. Canoe equipment

Crossword by Myles Mellor Answers on page 15
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Nicholas Murphy of the Bronx found his soulmate in Michelle 
Magaletto, 27, of Mahopac. He got down on one knee and 
proposed to her at the Soulmates performance on Saturday, Jan. 
20 at Tilly’s Table on Tilly Foster Farm in Brewster. She accepted.

“Congratulations to Nick and Michelle on their engagement,” 
said County Executive MaryEllen Odell. “May they be sources 
of strength and comfort for one another as they build their lives 
together.”

The staff at Tilly’s Table assisted Murphy with his proposal 
plan.

“We were delighted to help Nick make that evening even more 

special for the two of them,” said Meagan Hartnett, Tilly’s Table 
manager. “Tilly’s Table is the perfect place for a great night out or 
to make lasting memories.”

Tilly’s Table is open for dinner Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
nights starting at 5 p.m.; Sunday brunch from 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
and Sunday dinner from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. It also regularly hosts 
events and entertainment as well as private affairs. Reservations 
are recommended. Visit tillystablerestaurant.com or call 845-
808-1840 for more information 

Tilly’s Table is located on Tilly Foster Farm, 100 Route 312 in 
Brewster.

The greens of Putnam County Golf 
Course have been damaged by two 
individuals who illegally drove ATVs 
on the course recently. The golf course 
was able to capture video footage of the 
culprits riding red ATVs on the property.

“The Putnam County Golf Course has 
been a premier destination in the Hudson 
Valley with its lush greens at public 
prices,” said Putnam County Executive 
MaryEllen Odell. “We cannot allow 
individuals to misuse the golf course at 
the expense of the taxpayers.”

The Putnam County Sheriff ’s Office, 
in cooperation with the Carmel Police 
Department, is asking for the public’s 
assistance to identify the two drivers. 
A $1,000 reward is being offered for 
information that leads to an arrest.

Those with information are asked to 
call the Putnam County Sheriff ’s Office 
at 845-225-4300 or the Carmel Police 
Department at 845-628-1300.

Soulmates Show at Tilly’s Table Sparks Marriage Proposal

Putnam Golf Course 
Damaged by ATVs

PROVIDED PHOTO
Nicholas Murphy proposed to Michelle Magaletto 
at the Soulmates show on Sat., Jan. 20 at Tilly’s 
Table in Brewster. 

PROVIDED PHOTO
A copy of  the wanted poster sent out by the 
county Monday. 
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Proposals for Art Exhibits at 
Mahopac Library Due Feb. 9

Mahopac Public Library invites local, regional, emerging and 
established professional artists to submit exhibition proposals 
for the Library’s Third Floor Gallery. Preference is given to work 
completed within the last two years; artists should bear in mind 
the need for a consistent and very strong body of work when 
submitting.  The deadline for proposals is Friday, February 9.

Proposals will be considered for two-dimensional work 
only; three-dimensional work will not be not be accepted. 
Submissions for group shows and individual artist exhibits are 
welcome. Artists who are interested in exhibiting at the Library 
must submit: a Mahopac Public Library Exhibit Application 
Form (available at www.mahopaclibrary.org; click the ‘Events’ 
tab, then click ‘Art Galleries’); 6 jpgs, with image list, or 6 hard 
copies of the images, or 6 images submitted on a CD (all images 
must be identified with the artists’ name, title of work, medium, 
and dimensions); a Bio/Resume; and an Artist’s statement. 
Artists who have exhibited at the Library within the last two 
years are not eligible to submit a proposal at this time. 

Digital submissions are preferred, and links to websites 
are also appropriate. Please submit digital submissions to: 
MPLgallerycommittee@gmail.com.

Proposals may also be hand-delivered to the Library, or mailed 
to: Gallery Committee

Mahopac Public Library, 668 Route 6, Mahopac, NY  10541. 
For further information, call 845-628-2009, ext. 108.
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Providing a new place for the 
community to gather for recreational 
activities and to experience the outdoors, 
the Open Space Institute (OSI) and 
Scenic Hudson have donated 10.8 acres 
of land to the Town of Philipstown to 
create a new park. OSI will retain a 
conservation easement on the property 
to ensure it will always be available for 
public enjoyment, and that its natural 
assets are permanently preserved.

The town board voted unanimously 
to accept the donated property on 
December 20. Long-term goals for the 
land call for the creation of a new youth 
soccer and/or play area, with space set 
aside for a community garden.

“This latest parkland addition to the 
Town of Philipstown will permanently 
protect this community green space 
and allow for expanded recreational 
opportunity for local residents,” said 
Kim Elliman, OSI’s president and CEO. 
“We are grateful for our longstanding 
partnership with Scenic Hudson and the 
Town of Philipstown as we continue to 
protect land for Putnam County and the 
greater Hudson Valley.”

Currently undeveloped fields, the 
parkland is located in the hamlet of 
Garrison at the crossroads of State Routes 
9D and 403, opposite the Desmond-
Fish Library. The property lies within 
and contributes to two state-designated 
areas that recognize the town’s natural 
beauty—the Route 9D Scenic Byway 
Corridor and the Hudson Highlands: 
Garrison Four Corners Scenic Area of 
Statewide Significance. The eventual 
playing fields and infrastructure will be 
sited to minimize their visibility from 
Route 9D, and vegetation will be planted 
to further screen them from view.

“Scenic Hudson is delighted to partner 
with the Open Space Institute and to 
donate this property to the Town of 
Philipstown to create a new park. The 
land’s central location makes it a perfect 
place for people to come together to 
play sports, grow fresh vegetables and 
flowers, or just to stroll across the fields. 
In addition to enjoying these activities, 
the community will experience the land’s 
scenic beauty and views of Castle Rock. 
We felt encouraged to make this donation 
thanks to the leadership of town officials 
and dedicated volunteers,” said Scenic 
Hudson Land Trust Executive Director 
Steve Rosenberg.

OSI and Scenic Hudson jointly 
acquired this land and 74 additional 
acres from the Osborn family in 1981. 
The two groups donated 43 acres to the 
state Office of Parks, Recreation and 
Historic Preservation in 2011. That 
property has been incorporated into 
Hudson Highlands State Park Preserve.  

“Scenic Hudson and Open Space 
Institute continue to be strong partners 
with the Town of Philipstown. The 
recent donation of the land at Route 403 

will provide many opportunities to our 
residents. We look forward to returning 
the land to an agricultural use,” said 
Philipstown Supervisor Richard Shea.

 “The Osborn family is pleased that 
the Open Space Institute, Scenic Hudson 
and the Town of Philipstown have come 
to an agreement about this wise use of 
former family land. It had always been 
our intention that it could serve the 
citizens of our community, and using it 
as recreational space does exactly that,” 
said Garrison resident Fred Osborn III.

About Open Space Institute
The Open Space Institute protects 

scenic, natural and historic landscapes 
to provide public enjoyment, conserve 

habitat and working lands and sustain 
communities. Founded in 1974 to 
protect significant landscapes in New 
York State, OSI has been a partner in 
the protection of nearly 2.2 million 
acres in North America. A leader in 
environmental conservation, OSI 
leverages its knowledge and attracts 
resources for strategic investments to 
make innovative land conservation 
happen. www.openspaceinstitute.org

About Scenic Hudson
Scenic Hudson helps citizens and 

communities preserve land and 
farms and create parks where people 
experience the outdoors and enjoy the 
Hudson River. We also bring together 

people, businesses and government to 
protect the river and natural resources 
that are the engines of the valley’s 
local economies. Started in 1963 by a 
handful of citizens who cherished the 
simple pleasures of the outdoors along 
the Hudson, Scenic Hudson is credited 
with launching the modern grass-roots 
environmental movement. Today, in the 
face of new challenges and the effects 
of climate change, we are dedicated to 
making the Hudson Valley a great place 
to live, work and play. Our focus is on 
strengthening and maximizing benefits 
all can enjoy from the region’s great 
assets—beautiful open spaces, working 
farms, and vibrant cities and town 
centers.www.scenichudson.org

Donated Land Will Result in New Philipstown Park

PROVIDED PHOTOS
Two different views of  the land recently donated in Philipstown.

Putnam County’s Annual Tree 
and Shrub Seedling Sale

Putnam County Soil and Water Conservation District and Cornell Cooperative Extension are once again offering their 2018 
Annual Tree and Shrub Seedling Sale, which is a long-time tradition to promote the planting of trees, shrubs, flowers and 
groundcovers. 

“I know it’s the middle of winter”, said Lauri Taylor, District Manager, “but why not get excited about what you can plant when 
spring arrives!”

Researchers from the US Forest Service have calculated that the annual cost to keep a city tree alive is $19. For every dollar 
spent, they say, we reap $5.82 in benefits – a pretty good investment. And yet, they say, we’re not taking advantage of those 
benefits.

National Arbor Day Foundation has also brought attention to “The Power of Trees”.
•	 A shade tree absorbs 10 pounds of air pollution each year including 4 pounds of ozone and 3 pounds of  particulates. 
•	 By the time a tree reaches maturity, it produces 5 pounds of pure oxygen every day, enough to keep a family of 4  breathing. 
•	 Trees reduce the effects of car exhausts and industrial emissions by “sequestering” carbon (locking it within their  wood). A single 

tree can eliminate 90 pounds of carbon or 330 pounds of carbon dioxide from the air each year. 
•	 One shade tree can reduce air conditioning bills by 10 percent. This also reduces the need for new power plants. 
•	 One shade tree can intercept 760-4000 gallons of rainfall annually, depending on the species. This reduces  runoff of polluted 

stormwater and can affect the size of drain pipes and retention ponds in new development. 
•	 One tree can add at least 1 percent to the sale of a $100,000 house each year when annualized over a 40 year period.  With all of 

this in mind, “Putnam County is excited to offer a great selection in our 2018 Annual Tree and Shrub Seedling Sale”, said Lauri 
Taylor. All of the selections are offered at reasonable prices to ensure every landowner can afford to support this worthwhile 
conservation program. The sale is once again offering fruit trees with apple and peach trees but have a very limited supply so 
order soon.  
Please visit: www.putnamcountyny.com/keepputnamgreen to see all that is offered this year and consider making a contribution 

to a healthier planet by planting a tree.  Contact: Lauri Taylor, District Manager Putnam County Soil and Water Conservation 
District Lauri.taylor@putnamcountyny.gov 845-878-7918. 
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Which foods are most susceptible to 
mold? What structure has the greatest 
stability? How does a fog chiller work? 

These are just a few of the questions 
that were answered by young scientists 
at Green Chimneys School’s Clearpool 
Campus Science Fair. Curious middle 
school students selected a wide range of 
experiments and discovery projects to 
explain – and sometimes disprove – the 
how and why of everyday products and 
scientific processes. 

From studying the growth of crystals to 
building a means for safe egg transport, 
to getting battery power from a lemon, 
students tested hypotheses through trial 
and error and reported on carefully 
measured results. Even the experiments 
that didn’t bring predicted results became 
a valuable learning experience, allowing 
students to analyze the process and what 
caused the outcome. 

The month-long projects were part of 
the inquiry-based science curriculum 
at Green Chimneys School, where 
age-appropriate lab experiments are 
incorporated into all science classes. 
Middle school grades four through eight 
use Green Chimneys’ environmentally-
rich campus environment to investigate 
all living things, both plant and animal, as 
they become familiar with the scientific 
method. 

Students are also encouraged to explore 
the physical sciences as they discover the 
characteristics, proper- ties and chemical 
composition of all forms of matter. 

Green Chimneys School is designed 
for students who have been unsuccessful 
in a traditional educational setting and 
who require a highly structured and 
supportive program. The therapeutic 
program incorporates academic, 
behavioral and emotional support in an 
enriched academic environment with a 
vast array of innovative programming, 
including life skills, music and art, 
animal-assisted activities, and outdoor 
education – all based in experiential 
learning. 

Founded in 1947 and headquartered 
on a farm and wildlife center in Brewster, 
Green Chimneys is recognized as a 
worldwide leader in animal-assisted 
therapy and educational activities for 
children with special needs. Services 
include an accredited special education 
school on two campuses, residential 
treatment center, animal-assisted and 
nature-based therapeutic programs, 
public education and recreation 
programs, and community-based 
support for underserved youth and 
families. 

For more information, visit www.
greenchimneys.org. 

Green Chimney Students explore and experiment

PROVIDED PHOTOS

CV Starr Students 
Put Thoughtful 
Behavior on Display
Over the holiday vacation, C.V. Starr students were invited to show 
their STARR behaviors! Many participated in the C.V. Starr Challenge 
by writing about and sketching a picture of  when they showed their 
family and friends how they were being safe, thoughtful, accountable, 
responsible, or respectful.  Their pictures and explanations were 
terrific and truly demonstrated that our students are STARRs at 
school and at home.
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Dorothy Papazian
Dorothy Papazian, a lifelong resident of 

Mahopac, died on Friday, January 19, at 
the age of 83. She was born in Brooklyn on 
June 6, 1934, the daughter of George and 
Adrienne Tashjian. Dorothy graduated 
from Mahopac High School and earned 
her Associates Degree at Westchester 
Community College. Dorothy had a 
genuine love for her community. You 
could be guaranteed to see her at least 
once a year on Election Day when for 
42 years she served as the Chairperson 
for the District Voter Registry for the 
Mahopac Board of Education. This 
was a position she took over from her 
Mother. On May 25, 1958 she married 
William A. Papazian. In addition to her 
loving husband of almost 60 years, she is 
survived by her sons, William, his wife 
Arpineh and their children Anahit and 
Andranik; Robert, his wife Liz and their 
children Mia and Madlen; George, his 
wife Stephanie and their children Meline, 
Audrey and Grace; and her daughter 
Adrienne Papazian and her husband Gary 
Zylkuski. Her brother, Richard Tashjian 
predeceased her in 2015.

Ralph Andren Sr.
Ralph Andren Sr. of Poughquag and 

formerly of Mahopac, died on Friday, 
January 19, at the age of 81. He was born 
in Manhattan on September 17, 1936, the 
son of Knute and Elsie Olsen Andren. 
Ralph served in the US Army. He was a 
retired auto body technician at Craftsman 
Auto Body in Mahopac and he especially 
enjoyed his Wednesday night poker game 
with his friends. He is survived by his wife 
Carmella, his children, Ralph Jr., Robert 
(Dawn), Russell (Tina) and Donna (Sal), 
his brother, Roy and his grandchildren 
Morgan, Jonathon and Kimberly.

Christine Wright
Christine Wright, 89, of Mahopac, died 

on January 20. Mrs. Wright was born 
on April 9, 1928 to Peter and Ermioni 
(Andreades) Sergin in the Bronx.  On 
November 16, 1957 she married the love of 
her life, Lawrence and together they were 
blessed with three children; Kathleen, 
Lawrence and Kim. Christine was a 
homemaker and dedicated her entire life 
to her family.  She truly enjoyed life and 
it was always fun filled with activities 
such as, family gatherings, holidays and 
special times that were shared with family 
and friends.She also enjoyed crocheting, 
cooking, and spent many happy times 
playing Bingo. She is survived by her 
adoring husband Lawrence, their three 
loving children; Kathleen (Antonio), 
Lawrence (Shelly) and Kim (Greg) as 
well as her three grandchildren Danielle, 
Stephanie and Kateri all of whom she 
adored and each child held a special 
place in her heart. As well as being a wife, 
mother and grandmother she was blessed 

to be a great-grandmother to Mason.

Donna L. Furu
Donna L. Furu of Brewster, died 

unexpectedly at her home on January 
20, at the age of 52. She was born in Mt. 
Kisco on April 19, 1965, the daughter of 
Philip and Florence (Light) Furu. Donna 
graduated from Somers High School and 
earned a Bachelor’s Degree from West 
Chester University of Pennsylvania. 
She worked for Chase Manhattan Bank 
as Vice President of Learning and 
Development. Donna was an avid Mets 
fan and enjoyed attending the games 
with her nephew. She loved arts and 
crafts, a good book, and baking with her 
nieces. She loved to travel, especially to 
Disneyland and Maine, with family and 
friends. Donna was a special daughter, 
sister, Aunt and friend, she will be dearly 
missed by those who knew and loved her. 
Donna is survived by her parents Philip 
and Florence, her brother Philip, Jr. and 
his wife Donna, her brother Carl and his 
wife Jennifer, and her wonderful nephew 
and nieces; Benjamin, Hannah, Kaitlin, 
and Emily.

Robert Struzzi
Robert Struzzi, a 25-year resident of 

Brewster, died peacefully on Saturday, 
January 20, at Putnam Hospital Center 
in Carmel. Born on October 20, 1945, 
in the Bronx, son of the late James and 
Katherine(Zambetti) Struzzi. Robert 
attended High School in the Bronx and 
also took some college classes. In 1966, he 
proudly joined the U.S. Army and served 
until 1972. Some years later he became a 
member of the local VFW. On October 10, 
1968 he married his love Patricia Picoli in 
the Bronx. In addition to his wife, he is 
survived by 4 children; Robert, Elizabeth, 
Christine and Samantha, as well as six 
grandchildren.

George Mortimer
George Mortimer, age 75, of Carmel, 

died unexpectedly at home on January 
21. Mr. Mortimer was born on November 
8, 1942 in Mt. Kisco to George and 
Catherine (Woods) Mortimer.  His wife 
of 25 years, Barbara, predeceased him in 
1998.  Mr. Mortimer subsequently found 
great happiness with his loving partner 
of many years, Rita Dunn, who mourns 
his loss. Mr. Mortimer was employed as a 
communications specialist at IBM White 
Plains for 25 years before his retirement.  
George was an avid sports fan and the 
LA Dodgers most loyal supporter.  He 
will be remembered as loving, kind and 
generous by his family and many friends. 
He is survived by his devoted partner, 
Rita Dunn, and all her family. He was 
the loving brother of Donald Mortimer 
(Ann) of Mt. Kisco. 

Evelyn W. Riley
Evelyn W. Riley, 85, of Mahopac, died 

peacefully in her home on January 25. 
Born on March 22, 1932 in Queens to 
Wilhelm and Wilhelmina (Steisslinger) 
Wahl, she grew up enjoying summers in 
the Pocono Mountains of Pennsylvania.  
On June 24, 1962 she married Frank W. 
Riley of Valhalla in White Plains. Evelyn 
attended New Paltz University and 
received her Masters Degree in teaching 
from Hofstra University.  She taught in 
the Mahopac Central School District 
until her retirement, and was a volunteer 
at Putnam Hospital Center, as well as 
being a Cornell University Cooperative 
Extension Certified Master Gardener.  
Evelyn is survived by Frank, her devoted 
husband of 56 years, two daughters, 
Julie Newton of Wakefield, Rhode Island 
and Victoria Riley-Poellot of Brewster, 
a grandson Tyler Williams, and great-
grandson Jaxson of Saunderstown, Rhode 
Island. She will be deeply missed by all 
who knew and loved her.

Helene L. Vallon
Helene L. Vallon died peacefully on 

Thursday, January 25, at the age of 88. 
She was born in Brooklyn on June 16, 
1929, the daughter of Harry and Anna 
Braunhart Tulman. Helene had a great 
aptitude for business, which she learned 
from her parents while working at their 
hardware store as a young girl. She worked 
in various positions, mostly financial, 

after raising her daughters. After retiring 
to San Diego, CA in 1988, she returned to 
New York in 2009. She is survived by her 
daughters, Mona S. Vallon (predeceased 
by Ron) of San Diego, Arlene R. Vallon-
Putnam (Chris) of Montclair, NJ and 
Heidi Vallon (Gary) of Mahopac. She is 
also survived by her grandson, Julian C. 
Putnam and her niece, Martha L. Zucker. 
Helene was sincerely interested in people 
and embraced all she’d meet with a warm 
and welcoming smile. From her roots in 
Brooklyn to the various places she called 
home, she made friends where ever she 
roamed. Her circle of friends was wide, 
and many of those friends quickly became 
her extended family, whom she loved 
dearly. Helene’s zest for life and positive 
attitude even during life’s adversities was 
a hallmark of her strength. She genuinely 
appreciated even the smallest act of 
kindness with a grateful heart. Helene 
was passionate about animals, especially 
dogs who were her faithful companions. 
Her family would like to thank the staff 
and caregivers at The Kensington and at 
White Plains Hospital for the excellent 
care she received in her later years. 
A Celebration of Helene’s Life will be 
announced at a later date. Cremation 
Services were private. In lieu of flowers, 
the family would appreciate contributions 
in Helene’s memory be made to charities 
that promote heart and stroke research 
and care, which played a vital role in 
Helene’s life or to a charity of your choice.

Crossword Answers

Obituaries
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A while back I was asked 
to speak about real estate 
at a meeting of the Retired 
Municipal Employees 
Association, and as I planned 
my remarks, I thought about 
the reality that I’m at an age 
when some people think about 
retiring and living differently 
than they do now. As for me, 
I intend never to retire from 
the enjoyable work I do unless 
I absolutely must because of 
the physical considerations of 
aging.

A realtor must be able to 
get around and I sometimes 
wonder whether my “trick” 
knee will someday get the 
best of me. However, for now, I’m good. 
Nevertheless, my living preferences have 
changed significantly in the past few 
years, just as if I were retiring. 

When I was still in my 20s, my wife and 
I moved to a historic home that was to 
be our residence for many years to come, 
and I was eager and ready to restore and 
maintain it. I was known as the “young 
guy” on the block who always answered 
the door with a hammer or paint brush 
in hand. Eventually, however, I reached 
the stage of life when I would rather be 
doing something other than hammering 
and painting. I now live in a one-floor 
residence where all maintenance is 

provided, so I can retire here 
if I choose.

The housing issues facing 
retired and elderly people can 
be quite simple, such as finding 
living space on one level with 
no steps, and at the same time, 
they can be quite complex, 
such as the emotional toll that 
may come with leaving a home 
in which their children grew 
up.

While many older people are 
still in the homes in which they 
raised their children, married 
them off, and then retired as 
empty-nesters, these homes 
may have become too big to 
rattle around in or maintain, 

and the tax bill that paid primarily for the 
education of their children no longer has 
the same payback. 

But they may still want to remain in 
those homes, no matter how impractical. 
Interestingly, surveys by AARP find that 
about 80 percent of older persons say that 
they want to stay in their own homes and 
not move, and this phenomenon has been 
called the preference to “age in place.” It’s 
understandable. After a long period of 
living in one place, our homes become 
an extension of who we are and how we 
express ourselves. Long time residence 
is also a connection to the community 
where people know their neighbors 

and merchants as well as their houses 
of worship, libraries and community 
service. 

But in today’s sellers’ market, retiring 
homeowners can do very well in selling 
their home at a price they could never 
have imagined when they first purchased 
it as young adults. The proceeds can allow 
a comfortable retirement, especially 
for those planning a move south where 
housing is much cheaper, as are living 
expenses.

Others who have paid off their 
mortgages and have equity can take 
reverse mortgages to stay put and live 
more comfortably through their golden 
years.

Those who decide to downsize still 
must think carefully about the percentage 
of income they should be paying for 
housing and still manage to afford other 
necessities of later life besides food and 
clothing, such as transportation and 
medical care. Affordability depends on 
their individual situations and whether 
they live with a spouse, alone or with 
relatives. Today, about 54 percent of 
older persons live with their spouses, 31 
percent live alone, 13 percent live with 
relatives other than their spouse, and two 
percent live with non-relatives.

If the decision is to move later in life, 
people seem to know what they want. 
A recent survey done by the National 
Association of Realtors in concert with 

MetLife found that retired and older 
citizens want easy, comfortable homes, 
with single-story floor plans or homes 
that offer a first-floor master bedroom. 
They also like home maintenance 
and repair as part of their next home 
purchase, preferable with no necessary 
outside duties and low maintenance 
inside, washers and dryers, storage space, 
easy-to-open windows and easy to use 
climate controls.  

There are other quality of life 
considerations, such as proximity 
to hospitals and doctors, shopping, 
transportation and recreation. 

Interestingly, my daughter recently 
informed me that she and my son-in-
law have discussed the eventuality of 
my wife and I living with them when 
the time comes. I was greatly touched, 
even though I’m sure we would rather 
remain independent as long as we can 
and to seek at-home care should we need 
it. And while the sentiment expressed 
by my daughter is lovely, I do wish she 
had waited another 10 or 15 years before 
discussing the matter with me! 

While Bill Primavera has enjoyed 
careers as a journalist and publicist, he is 
now a Realtor® associated with William 
Raveis Real Estate, specializing in upper 
Westchester and Putnam Counties.  To 
engage the services of The Home Guru 
Team to market your home for sale, call 
(914) 522-2076.

Planning for Housing when Retired

We’re in the 
middle of that 
time of football 
wasteland. No 
home team to root 
for in the post-
season and no 
built-in reason to 
quaff our favorite 
wine or beer as 
we veg-out in our 

favorite reclining chair.
Super Bowl LII is as much anticipated 

for its off-the-field festivities as it is for 
its on-the-field combat. The season has 
come down to a single game and the 
glory and esteem it will bestow on one 
team.

A few statistics as a reference point for 
the game:

On the field: The New England Patriots 
are appearing in their tenth Super Bowl 
(first place all-time), with five wins. The 
Philadelphia Eagles have been in the 
Super Bowl three times. It’s their first 
appearance since 2004; they are seeking 
their first Super Bowl win. Overall, two 
proven teams vying for national glory.

Now to the off-the-field coverage: 
Super Bowl Sunday brings together 
friends and family to indulge in the 
biggest junk food day of the year. Once a 
year we indulge guilt-free in those waist-

widening, artery-clogging 
foods we attempt to avoid 
fastidiously all year. And 
what better way to wash 
down those calories and 
fat than with your favorite 
beverage. Although beer 
comes to mind as the 
beverage of choice for junk food, wine 
will stand up to the challenge for a 
number of these ubiquitous items.

On this traditional National Junk Food 
Day, the National Restaurant Association 
predicts that 48 million Americans will 
order takeout food. What will we be 
eating? 69% will be noshing on salsa, 
chips and dips and 63% will be inhaling 
chicken wings. In fact, according to the 
National Chicken Council, 1.25 billion 
chicken wings will be devoured. They 
calculate that is enough to put 572 wings 
on every seat in all 32 NFL stadiums.

When it comes to the American palate, 
we are gluttons for fat, salt and sugar, the 
Holy Trinity of obesity and early onset 
heart disease. And the staple of many 
American diets. So let’s splurge this one 
time a year and indulge in those foods we 
crave all year but from which our intellect 
and heart try to dissuade us. Super 
Bowl Sunday is the perfect challenge: 
pairing potentially artery-clogging, 
blood-pressure-raising junk food with 

antioxidant, resveratrol-
rich wine. 

Here are my choices 
for pairing popular Super 
Bowl Sunday junk foods 
with wine.

1.  Buffalo wings. The 
high acidity and seemingly 

perpetual bubbles of any sparkling 
wine cuts through the indulgent fat 
and spiciness of the wings. Suitable 
alternatives include Riesling and Grüner 
Veltliner.

2. Pigs in a Blanket. A soft, bright red 
wine works, as well as a medium-bodied 
white or perhaps a rosé, but don’t go 
hog-wild (a tongue and cheek reference, 
literally, of earlier versions of miniature 
frankfurters) and consume too many. I 
suggest a fruity Tempranillo or velvety 
Merlot, but you can also borrow that 
bottle of Grüner Veltliner your wings-
fanatic friend is hogging.

3. Spinach and artichoke dip, or its 
close cousin, the seven-layer taco dip. 
The fat, salt and sugar components are 
easily sublimated by a crisp, minerally, 
acidic Spanish Albarino or Verdejo.

4. The scores of fried, baked or 
otherwise-processed potato products. 
Again, it’s the fat and salt combo that sets 
our salivary glands craving for a wine to 
cut through the grease and yeast. My go-

to recommendation is Sauvignon Blanc 
for its acidity and minerality. Be it the 
lemon grass aromas of the New Zealand 
offerings, the grapefruit, tropical flavors 
of the New World offerings, or the lime, 
green grass French offerings, there’s a 
perfect match for these finger-licking 
snacks. For fans of chips and salsa or 
hummus, certain Sauvignon Blancs also 
pair very well. French fries? Sparkling 
wine every time, to cut through the 
fattiness and salt, setting up our palate 
for the next morsel. 

I’ve run out of space for other pairings 
such as chili with Cabernet Sauvignon, 
popcorn with Chardonnay, Jalapeno 
Poppers with Riesling and brownies with 
Port.

Just as Super Bowl Sunday draws 
many once-a-year viewers to football, 
so too can junk food draw once-a-year 
indulgers to satiate their cravings.

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 20 years 
he has conducted numerous wine tastings 
and lectures. Nick is a member of the 
Wine Media Guild of wine writers. He 
also offers personalized wine tastings 
and wine travel services. Nick’s credo: 
continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him 
at nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or 
on Twitter @sharingwine.

Enjoying Football, Junk Food and Wine. A Super Sunday

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine
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Putnam CAP is looking for volunteers 
to commit one day a month to work at 
the Soup Kitchen.  The soup kitchen 
operates from the First Baptist Church 
in the Village of Brewster every Tuesday 
through Thursday.  A ‘soup kitchen 
team’ handles the cooking, serving and 
cleaning-up.  Putnam CAP provides all 
the food and supplies needed, but relies 
upon volunteer manpower to actually 
run the program. Lunch is served from 
noon to 1 p.m. Teams generally consist 
of 2 cooks and 2 or 3 servers/cleaners.  If 
you have some free time and would like to 
get involved in a rewarding activity, please 
consider joining our team.  For more 
information, call Dehisy at the CAP office 
on 845-278-8021.  

Registration for Kindergarten:  
Kindergarten registration for the Brewster 
High School Class of 2031 takes place the 
week of February 26, – March 2. Children 
who will be five years of age on or before 
December 1, 2018, are eligible to register 
for September classes.  Families residing 
within the Brewster School District are 
asked to call John F. Kennedy Elementary 
at 845-279-2087 x 4111 to make an 
appointment.  

The New Mahopac Falls Nursery 
School, located at 411 Route 6N in 
Mahopac on the grounds of First 
Presbyterian Church, has current openings 
as well as openings for the 2018-2019 
school year. The nursery school has been in 
business since 1970, and offers a wonderful 
learning experience for 3 and 4 year olds. 
Classes are held from 9 a.m.-11:30 a.m., 
and children can attend between 2 -5 days 
per week. The 3-year-old class focuses on 
social skills, colors, numbers, and an intro 
to letters.  The 4-year-old class follows 
the Common Core Curriculum, which 
provides the solid foundation needed for 
kindergarten. In addition to Academics, 
we provide indoor and outdoor play areas, 
music, crafts, story time, snack time, and 
holiday celebrations. Please call Michelle 
Armstrong, Director, at 845-803-0701 
or e-mail MahopacFallsNurserySchool@
gmail.com for more information and to 
set up a tour! Check out all the fun on 
our Facebook and Instagram pages- The 
Mahopac Falls Nursery School.

Spotlight Family Support Group: 
Mahopac Library, 3rd floor, 6:45 p.m.-8 
p.m. Feb. 13, 27 and March 13, 27.  This 
is a guided recurring support group for 
family and friends suffering with the 
effects of a loved one that has a problem 
with drugs or alcohol. This is open to the 
public. For more information contact 
Drug Crisis in our Backyard 814-842-
1212. No registration required.

Come to the Kent Library on Select 
Tuesdays in January through March from 
1 p.m.-3 p.m., Starting Tuesday, January 
30th, if you’re looking for a place to chat 

and craft?  Working on a project?  Want 
to start a project, or just need help with 
the finishing touches. Bring your own 
materials! Some knitting patterns will be 
available, and an instruction will be in 
attendance. Registration is required. You 
may register for the program by going to 
www.kentlibrary.org or calling the Kent 
Public Library at 845-225-8585.  The 
library is located at 17 Sybil’s Crossing, 
Kent Lakes, NY 10512.
Wednesdays:  

Freedom from Smoking:  An evidence-
based smoking cessation program, to 
individuals who live or work in Putnam 
County. Classes will be held at the Putnam 
County Department of Health at 1 Geneva 
Road, Brewster, on Wednesdays starting 
at 6 p.m. beginning January 31 to March 
14. During the fourth week, an additional 
session will take place on Friday, February 
23. The program will be at no cost to the 
participants and will supply free Nicotine 
Replacement (NRT) as long as the supply 
lasts. Pre-registration is required. Class 
size will be limited.  For questions or 
to pre-register call the Putnam County 
Department of Health at (845) 808-1390 
ext. 43155.

Short & Sweet, A Short Story Book 
Club:  Reed Library.  Meeting Alternating 
Wednesdays at 1 pm.  Join for a lively 
discussion of short stories, a different 
story each meeting.  Registration required, 
please call the library to register 845-225-
2439.

The Putnam County Marine Corps 
League:  Monthly meeting at the Carmel 
VFW Hall, 36 Gleneida Ave. (Rte.52) 
Carmel at 1930 on the second Wednesday 
of the month. (10/11/17) If you are a 
U.S. Marine or FMF Corpsmen Veteran, 
Reservist or on Active Duty  we welcome 
you as a Brother. View us at www.
putnammcl.com

In-Stitches Needlework Club at Reed 
Memorial Library meets Wednesday 
mornings at 10:30 and Thursday evenings 
at 6:30.  Beginners and experienced 
knitters and crocheters are welcomed to 
drop-in to this fun and friendly group.  
Reed Library, 845-225-2439.
Thursdays:  

The Putnam County Computer 
Learning Center for seniors holds 
registration the first Thursday of every 
month at the William Koehler Senior 
Center, 180 Route 6 in Mahopac and at the 
Putnam Valley Senior Center, 117 Town 
Park Lane, Putnam Valley.  Registration 
hours in Mahopac are from 9:30 a.m.- 11 
a.m.  Putnam Valley registration is from 
10 a.m. –Noon. In addition to a variety of 
computer classes, we also teach classes in 
iPad, iPhone and Android Basics. Anyone 
55 or older can register for a variety of 
computer classes. Registration is required 
in person.  For more information you 

can call Judy Kolt at (845) 277-5422 or 
email her at jak4dogs@verizon.net .  We 
are in need of volunteers. If interested in 
volunteering for this program, please call 
Judy Kolt as above. 

Brewster American Legion Meetings:  
The American Legion Argonne Post 71 
holds its monthly meeting at 7 p.m. on 
the third Tuesday of each month at the 
Brewster Elks Club. If you are interested 
in joining or would like more info, call Bill 
Miller at 845-406-2533.

Brewster Library Middle School Book 
Group; Students in grades 5-8 are invited 
to join. Meetings will be held on the last 
Thursday of each month from 4:30-5:30 
pm, beginning January 25 th . Join other 
teens to discuss great books, socialize and 
enjoy fun activities. Snacks will be served. 
Registration is required.  For additional 
information visit https://tinyurl.com/
ycbav6t4 or call 845-279- 6421.
Fridays:  

AARP Tax Help:  The AARP Foundation 
is providing free tax help for low to 
middle income taxpayers at the library 
every Friday by appointment only from 
February 9 until April 13. Appointments 
can be scheduled by calling 211 or the 
library at 845-878-6121 ext. 15. You do 
not have to be a member of AARP to take 
advantage of this service.
Save the Date: 

February 25: The Italian American 
Club of Mahopac will present the 3rd 
Annual “PUTNAM’s GOT TALENT” 
show and competition on Sunday, 
February 25, 2018 starting at 2 p.m.. 
IAC clubhouse - 141 Buckshollow Road, 
Mahopac.   Anyone wishing to sign up 
as a contestant may visit our website 
www.ItalianAmericanClubOfMahopac.
org.  Deadline is February 10.  Tickets are 
$30 for contestants and $10 for general 
admission which can be purchased online 
on our website. Proceeds of this event 
will benefit our 2018 adopted charity 
“UNITED FOR THE TROOPS” - a non 
profit organization that sends packages 
to our men and women serving overseas 
with food and other items that normally 
the military doesn’t provide FMI:  Scafidi 
914-843-2153
Tuesday, January 30 

Last Chance Flu Vaccine Clinic:  Due 
to increasing severity of the flu and a 
growing number of cases in Putnam 
County, the Putnam County Department 
of Health will be offering a Last Chance 
Flu Vaccine Clinic for anyone who lives 
or works in New York State ages 6 months 
and older. 2 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.,  at the Health 
Department’s main office, 1 Geneva Road, 
Brewster, NY. Cost is $25 (cash or check 
only). Free to those with a Medicare Card. 
Parents with children 6 months – 3 years 
of age should call the Health Department 
at (845) 808-1332 to double check on 

current availability of pediatric vaccine. 
For more information or for weather-
related updates, call the Flu Hotline at 
(845) 808-1390.
Thursday, February 1

MPL Teen Players will start rehearsals 
for their spring show.  2:45 p.m., Everyone 
gets a part so sign up to be part of this 
musical adventure. To register call 
845-628-2009, ext. 139, or visit www.
mahopaclibrary.org.
Friday, February 2

Flo Brandon Book Group @ Mahopac 
Library. 11 a.m., Join us for a discussion of 
Little. Failure by Gary Shteyngart . Drop-
in group; no registration needed.

Trivia Night for Adults:  7 p.m. Snow 
Date: February 9  7 p.m., Enjoy a fun-filled 
night at another great trivia event! Come 
solo or bring a group of friends and play 
to win great prizes. Hudson Valley Trivia 
will host and bring Trivia Night to another 
level with music and questions on the 
big screen. Ages 18+ only. Registration 
required. Children age 3+ can stay in 
the library for “Fun Friday” and children 
8+ can play Trivia in the main library 
with the Youth Services staff while their 
parents play in the Community Room. 
Children must also be registered. For 
more information or to register, contact 
the Patterson Library at 845-878-6121 
x10 or go to www.pattersonlibrary.org and 
click Calendar.

Buzztime Kids Trivia:  7 p.m., Miss 
Jenn and Hudson Valley Trivia will be your 
hosts for this fast-paced kid’s trivia night. 
Bring friends and form a team, or come 
alone and meet new friends while you play 
for great prizes. For ages 8-13. (Snow date: 
Feb. 9) For more information or to register 
contact the Patterson Library at 845-878-
6121 x10 or go to www.pattersonlibrary.
org and click Calendar.

Fun Friday:  7 p.m. Hey parents, want to 
attend our trivia night for adults but need 
someone to watch the kids? Kids ages 3-7 
can stay with Miss Jane and Miss Kathy for 
arts and crafts, snacks, movies and more. 
(Snow date: Feb.9) For more information 
or to register contact the Patterson Library 
at 845-878-6121 x10 or go to www.
pattersonlibrary.org and click Calendar.
Saturday, February 3

Poker Tournament:  At the Italian 
American Club of Mahopac141 
Bucksholllow Rd. Mahopac.  Great 
Homemade Italian Dinner at 2:00 
included. Game begins at 2:30 Pre-
register and Prepay on our website 
italianamericanclubofmahopac.org  (Web 
store) prior to the event and receive 1,000 
free chips. Admission $100. For additional 
information or to play, please call Frank at 
(914) 400-6751 or Tom at (845) 628-5909. 
Re-Buys during the first 4 rounds.  MUST 
BE at least 21 years old to play. Fundraising 
for United for the Troops.

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.com
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ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL  
AARON AT 914-654-1683

**COMIC BOOKS WANTED! TOP 
PRICES PAID!** 35 years experience; 
honest and reliable! Call 914-432-7835,  
or e-mail: smileLP@aol.com, or text: 
917-699-2496.

ATTORNEY/ LEGAL
SERIOUSLY INJURED in an AUTO AC-
CIDENT? Let us fight for you! We have 
recovered millions for clients! Call today 
for a FREE consultation! 855-977-9494!

LUNG CANCER? And Age 60+? You 
And Your Family May Be Entitled To Sig-
nificant Cash Award. Call 866-951-9073 
for Information. No Risk. No Money Out 
Of Pocket.

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

FARMING
GOT LAND? Our Hunters will Pay Top 
$$$ To hunt your land. Call for a FREE 
info packet & Quote. 1-866-309-1507 
www.BaseCampLeasing.com

GOLD/SILVER WANTED
HIGHEST PRICE$ PAID - Visit West- 
chester’s Top Buyer for Gold, Silver, 
Diamonds, Coins & Currency, Watches, 
Jewelry. Licensed, Professional, No Ap- 
pointment Necessary. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days 10am-6pm, Mt. Kisco Gold & Sil- 
ver, 139E Main Street. 914-244-9500

HEALTH
OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. 
No tanks to refill. No deliveries. 
Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved!  
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-730-7811

IF YOU HAD HIP OR KNEE REPLACE-
MENT SURGERY AND SUFFERED AN 
INFECTION between 2010 and the pres-
ent time, you may be entitled to compen-
sation. Call Attorney Charles H. Johnson 
1-800-535-5727

HEALTH & FITNESS
ATTENTION VIAGRA USERS: Ge-
neric 100 mg blue pills or Generic 20 mg 
yellow pills. Get 45 plus 5 free $99 + S/H. 
Guaranteed, no prescription necessary.  
Call 877-635-6052.

HELP WANTED
SEMI-RETIRING PLEASANTVILLE 
ATTORNEY needs part time secretary. 
Good computer and typing skills a must. 

Some work at home a possibility. Call 
Howard (914) 646-6643.

AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here! Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7094

HOME SERVICES
Call Empire Today to schedule a FREE 
in-home estimate on Carpeting & Floor-
ing. Call Today! 1-800-496-3180

LAND FOR SALE
LAND INVESTMENT 20 acres ‐ $39,900
60% below market! Huge pond site, 
stream, woods, twn rd, beautiful bldg sites 
888‐905‐8847 NewYorkLandandLakes.
com

LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF CZOU 
& CO., LLC. Arts of Org. filed with the 
Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) on 
12/18/2017. Office location: Westchester. 
SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served 
and shall mail copy to 9 Highview Dr, 
Scarsdale, NY 10583. Purpose: any lawful 
activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF AD-
VANCED PROFITS, LLC.  Arts of Org 
filed with Secy of state of NY on 5/11/17. 
Office loc: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent upon whom process 
against it may be served and shall mail 
process to PO BOX 112, Dobbs Ferry, NY 
10522. Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF @CE-
SARCAPJR, LLC. ARTS. of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
12/15/17.  Office location: Westchester 
County.  SSNY designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it may be 
served.  SSNY shall mail process to: Unit-
ed States Corporation Agents, Inc., 7014 
13th Ave, Suite 202, Brooklyn, NY 11228.  
Purpose any lawful activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF MAN 
ON FIRE PRODUCTIONS, LLC. Ar-
ticles of Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on October 
20th, 2017. Office in Westchester County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to: 
Joel Fendelman, 8 Fox Hill Road Pound 
Ridge, NY 10576. Purpose: Film Pro-
duction.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF FRANK 
MARKETING GROUP LLC. ARTS. Of 
Org. filed with SSNY on 10/10/2017. Of-
fice location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served & shall 
mail process to 109 Robins Road, New 

Rochelle, NY 10801: Purpose: Any law-
ful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF THE 
TUMMI GROUP, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with SSNY on 12/11/17. Office location: 
Westchester County. SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall mail process 
to The Tummi Group, LLC, 7 Triumph 
Court, Flanders, NJ 07836. Purpose: any 
lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF KRK-
NY, LLC. Art. Of Org. filed with SSNY on 
02/05/2016. Office Location: Westchester 
County.  SSNY designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process to 88 Pi-
etro DR, Yonkers, NY 10710. Purpose: 
any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF MAYA-
B, LLC. Art. Of Org. filed with SSNY on 
02/05/2016. Office Location: Westchester 
County.  SSNY designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process to 88 Pi-
etro DR, Yonkers, NY 10710. Purpose: 
any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF GOFF 
U, LLC Art. of Org. filed with Sec. of State 
01/04/2018. Off. loc.in Westchester CO. 
SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to 90 Mile Square 
Road, Yonkers, NY 10701 PURPOSE: 
Any lawful business.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF APPLE 
HILL CONSULTING LLC ART. OF 
ORG. Filed with the Secretary of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 11/15/17. Office of West-
chester County. SSNY has been designat-
ed as agent of the LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: Dwight McLeod, 60 La-
belle Road, Mount Vernon, NY 10552. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF CHET-
TLE LABS, LLC. Articles of Organiza-
tion filed with Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on October 17th, 2017.  Of-
fice in Westchester Country.  SSNY has 
been designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: 91 Grove St, 
Mount Kisco, NY 10549. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose.

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the year 
2018 Tentative Assessment Roll will be 
filed on February 1, 2018 with the Village 
Clerk, 80 Wheeler Avenue, Pleasantville, 
New York, where it may be seen and ex-
amined by any person at all times during 
business hours (8:30am-4:00pm).  The 
Board of Trustees and the Assessor will 
meet for the purpose of completing such 
assessment roll and of hearing and de-

termining grievances in relations thereto 
by any person(s) conceiving himself ag-
grieved thereby on Tuesday February 
20, 2018 between the hours of 6:00pm to 
9:00pm, at the Clinton Street Senior Cen-
ter, 1A Clinton Street, Pleasantville, New 
York.  The last filing date is February 20, 
2018.–Village of Pleasantville, Pleasant-
ville, New York 10570, Judith Weintraub
Village Clerk

MEDICAL/ HEALTH/ PERSONAL
Medicare doesn’t cover all of your medi-
cal expenses. A Medicare Supplemental 
Plan can help cover costs that Medicare 
does not. Get a free quote today by calling 
now. Hours: 24/7. 1-800-730-9940

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD:  www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-567-0404 
Ext.300N

DISH Network-Satellite Television Ser-
vices. Now Over 190 channels for ONLY 
$49.99/mo! 2-year price guarantee. FREE 
Installation. FREE Streaming. More reli-
able than Cable. Add Internet for $14.95 
a month. 1-800-943-0838

Dealing with water damage requires im-
mediate action. Local professionals that 
respond immediately. Nationwide and 
24/7. No Mold Calls 1-800-760-1845

YOU or a loved one have an addiction? 
Very private and Confidential Inpatient 
care. Call NOW for immediate help! 
1-800-214-6871

Do you have chronic knee or back pain? 
If you have insurance, you may qualify for 
the perfect brace at little to no cost. Get 
yours today! 1-800-510-3338

REAL ESTATE
SINGLE FAMILY FOR SALE IN WHITE 
PLAINS 10605: 3 Bedrooms, 2 baths. 
Close to school. Call after 10:30 am (917) 
542-1168. Building Square Feet 1,632 Lot 
Size 5,000 Property Tax $8100 Finished 
Basement New Renovation

COOPERSTOWN LAKES REGION 
28 ac- $46,900! Hardwoods, apple trees, 
trails, loaded with wildlife! Gorgeous set-
ting! Gíteed buildable! 60% under market
For quick sale! Terms 888-905-8847 
NewYorkLandandLakes.com

WANTED TO BUY
Buying Diamonds, gold, silver, antique 
and modern jewelry, better furs, U.S. 
and foreign coins, paintings, bronzes, 
complete estates. Highest prices paid.  
Call 914-260-8783 for appointment.

ClassifiedsEXAMINER MEDIA 013018Classified Ad Deadline 
is Thursdays at 5pm for the 

next week’s publication

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 or e-mail 

classifieds@theexaminernews.com
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Putnam Valley G Ryan Basso glides the lane en route to a game-high 23 points for the Tigers in a decisive 68-49 victory over visiting Ossining last Tuesday night when the Tigers improved to 4-4 and the Pride 
fell to 1-4... see Boys’ Hoops Notebook

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

Can’t 
Lasso 
Basso!
Put Valley 
Routs  
Ossining,
68-49

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Unfulfilled Carmel sophomore F Steven Mount (L) is denied on this shifty shot attempt by Mahopac junior G Logan MacDougall, who stopped 22 shots on goal in the Indians’ 8-3 triumph of  the rival Rams last 
Friday night at the Brewster Ice Arena where both clubs raised $2,000 for Community Cares in the charitable Hockey Fights Cancer event... see Hockey Notebook

Frustration Mounts!

Carmel Stoned by 
Mahopac, 8-3
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By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

So, imagine the pride a son 
might feel standing alongside 
his dad, the coach of the 
team, when dad secures a 
milestone like 200 wins.

Now, imagine you’re that 
same son and you’re in 
uniform, having just dropped 
nine points and played 
suffocating defense, icing 
out one of the more athletic 
teams you’ll face this season 
while inching closer to a 
league title that has eluded 
the program since 1989.

That was the scene last 
Thursday night for Somers 
senior G Chris DiCintio, 
who was a typically strong, 
fiery participant in Coach 
Chris DiCintio’s 200th career 
victory during the Tuskers’ 
74-42 romp of visiting John 
Jay.

Wing Lorenzo Bicknese led 
Somers with 14 points while 
teammates Max Germaine 
(13 points) and Gio Tradito 
(11 points) added to the 
splash of 10 different playing 
to hit the scoring pool. Most 
impressive, though, was the 

defensive identity Somers has embraced 
this season, doing so behind the lead of 
Chris DiCintio. Just like he did the past 

two seasons on the gridiron, DiCintio, 
though undersized, is, pound-for-pound, 
one of the fiercest competitors Somers has 
had in quite some time.

As a 5’11” two-way lineman in football, 
DiCintio stood out when the Tuskers 
broke the huddle, due to his physical 
stature alongside the likes 6’6” All-NYS 
two-way tackle Nick Gargiulo, but he was 
rarely beaten due to superior technique 
and pure grit. On the hardwood, it’s much 
the same thing; a combination of brawn 
and technique that enables him to thrive 
as a defender.

“It’s a mindset,” DiCintio admitted. 
“I’ve always prided myself on defense, 
like that’s my thing. My dad has stressed 
defense to us since he coached us in the 
third grade; that’s what he’s coaching. He 

is strictly defense first and everything else 
comes off of that. He preaches defense; 
fast and physical, and that’s our motto. 
Words can’t describe what it means for me 
to be out on the court tonight to be part of 
his 200th win.

“Our main goal right now is to get the 
league, and my dad wants to put us up 
in the rafters,” DiCintio said, alluding to 
the league title banner. “We haven’t won a 
league in decades and for him this means 
everything, and for us, too. For that to 
happen, we needed to pull out his 200th 
win for him against the team we’re trying 
to beat for our league. We believe we’re a 
Final 4 team, but we want that league title 
first and foremost.”

His ol’ man couldn’t agree more. 
Entering his sixth season at Somers, after 

11 at Rye, Coach DiCintio welcomed 
back former players like John Decker 
and Pat Melly, who were at Somers in his 
initial season and helped lay the frame 

for a successful foundation. 
He shared congratulatory 
hugs, thanked John Jay and 
everybody for coming, and 
then harped on that elusive 
league title.

“John Jay was not only 
playing well but we were 
evenly matched as far as our 
speed and our athleticism 
and they are a team we are 
fighting with for this league 
title we haven’t won for quite 
some time now,” said Coach 
D, who is 201-154 through 
355 games. “They had a lot 
of pressure on them tonight 
as kids, with us trying to get 
to 4-0 in the league and me 
shooting for my 200th. They 
really set the tone. If we came 
out and played our game, we 
would be in the driver’s seat. 
If we let them hang around, 
then it could be a game.

“It’s certainly extra special 
because my son is on the team 
and he’s a senior,” he added. 
“But I also have several other 
kids on this team that I’ve been 
coaching since the fourth and 
fifth grade: Lorenzo Bicknese, 

Gio Tradito, Kevin Halper and Jack Gilroy, 
and it was great to see some of the other 
guys who have played for me come back 

tonight, guys who were on my original 
team here at Somers. Those are the guys 
that really put Somers on the map.”

Will that map lead the Tuskers to 
their first league title in nearly 30 years? 
Me thinks so, and we should know by  
late Friday night when Walter Panas 
comes to town…
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Somers G Drew Lasher gets up for two points in Tuskers’ 74-42 win over visiting John Jay CR last 
Thursday.

RAY GALLAGHER/RICK KUPERBERG PHOTOS

continued from previous pageDiCintio Chalks Up Win No.200, Somers Inches Toward League Title

NWE/Putnam Examiner Super 7 Poll
No.1 PUTNAM VALLEY – Tigers 

(12-3, 3-0), the current No.2 seed in 
Class B, have seen their critical guard 
play improve as junior Austin Fabiano 
continues to pick it up, including 
career-high 12-point effort in PV’s 56-
31 league stomping of rival Haldane.

No.2 SOMERS – Tuskers (10-4, 4-0), 
the current No.7 seed in Class A, will 
have to navigate a tough league slate 
this week, which includes surging 
Brewster, John Jay and visiting, second-
place Panas (4-1 in league) on Friday 
night, before a can’t miss non-league 
bout with host Hen Hud on Saturday.

No.3 HEN HUD – Sailors (11-3, 4-0) 
turned down Mahopac 49-44 behind 14 
points apiece from Jack Kelly and Kyle 
James and now face a pivotal stretch 
of games that includes two tilts with 
Poughkeepsie for League II-E bragging 
rights, plus Somers and once-beaten 
Rye, the current No.1 seed in Class A. 
We’ll settle for a split of these 4 doozys, 
but 0-4 won’t fly.

No.4 PANAS – Panthers (9-4, 4-1), 
the current No.5 seed in Class A, are 
too legit to quit with these Killer B’s – 
electric Brandon Hodge (17 points) 
and mighty Brandon Ramos (career-

high 29 points) – stinging foes with 
double-edged swords like they did in 
66-55 win over rival Lakeland. Do the 
Panthers have the moxie, though, to 
go into Somers on a Friday night and 
potentially snag a share of the league 
title? That’s what it will take to do so.

No.5 OSSINING – The Pride (9-
6, 3-3), currently No.11 in Class AA, 
crushed Hastings 58-42 in Croton’s 
Hoops4Heroes event: Toppin (21 points 
11 boards), Goss (8P, 5R, 6A), Thomas 
(11P) and Walker (8P, 7R) all got in on 
the act for Ossining, which could still 
finish in 2nd place behind Greeley in 
League I-D with strong finish.

No.6 MAHOPAC – Indians (6-8, 
2-2), the current No.16 in Class AA, 
saw Justin Parker drop 18 in loss to Hen 
Hud, and they would open at mighty 
Mount Vernon if playoffs started today, 
so it’d be beneficial, to say the least, to 
improve upon that seeding.

No.7 BREWSTER – Bears (6-7, 1-4) 
defeated Carmel 57-47 behind point 
guard Harrison Dignan’s 13 points and 
Kevin Stefanick’s 14, but the Bears, 
the current No.19 seed in Class A, just 
can’t seem to get over the hump in  
close league games like the  

61-57 loss to Panas.
HM LAKELAND – Hornets (5-9, 

0-4), the No.23 seed in Class A, slipped 
past Yorktown, 46-45, in buzzer-beating 
thriller, but the league has been cruel to 
date.

HM YORKTOWN – Huskers (6-
9, 2-2) are still in hunt for 2nd place 
in League I-D behind surging Horace 
Greeley, but that’ll be real tough with 
Fox Lane and Ossining in the chase as 
well.

HM CROTON – Tigers (6-7, 2-4) do 
great things each year in Hoops4Heroes 
event, but earlier lost 43-41 heartbreaker 
to Valhalla, despite double-double (10P, 
13R) from junior F Miles Ackerman, 
who will team up with sharpshooting 
freshman Ryan Windrum and deadeye 
soph Sean Macarchuk next year to form 
quite the formidable Class B trio.

HM HALDANE – Hats off to Blue 
Devils for their recent charity fundraiser 
to fight a disease two players and their 
families know well. It’s not too late 
support their ‘Riding on Insulin’ cause, 
an organization that supports kids 
and teens living with Type 1 Diabetes 
(T1D). Visit https://www.classy.org/
fundraiser/1238458 to do so.

Somers G Chris DiCintio walks the walk as a defensive stopper.

Somers G Chris DiCintio and C Max Germaine 
celebrate Germaine’s career-high 13 points in win 
over John Jay.

Somers G Lucas Fecci gets a clean look for two 
points in Tuskers 74-42 win over visiting John Jay 
last Thursday.

Lakeland sophomore Joe Vetrano gains lane on 
Yorktown’s Nick Buono in Hornets’ 46-45 win over 
Huskers last week.

Put Valley F Darnel Shillingford powers up for two points 
against Haldane’s Liam Irwin and Nick Dipolo in Tigers’ 56-31 
win over Blue Devils.

Haldane G Daniel Rotondo gets a lane to hoop as 
PV’s Ryan Soto defends in Blue Devils’ 56-31 loss 
to Tigers last Friday night in Brewster.

Yorktown’s James Lundberg goes up for two against 
defense of  Lakeland’s Gabe Nieves in Huskers’ 46-
45 loss to Hornets last week.
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So, imagine the pride a son 
might feel standing alongside 
his dad, the coach of the 
team, when dad secures a 
milestone like 200 wins.

Now, imagine you’re that 
same son and you’re in 
uniform, having just dropped 
nine points and played 
suffocating defense, icing 
out one of the more athletic 
teams you’ll face this season 
while inching closer to a 
league title that has eluded 
the program since 1989.

That was the scene last 
Thursday night for Somers 
senior G Chris DiCintio, 
who was a typically strong, 
fiery participant in Coach 
Chris DiCintio’s 200th career 
victory during the Tuskers’ 
74-42 romp of visiting John 
Jay.

Wing Lorenzo Bicknese led 
Somers with 14 points while 
teammates Max Germaine 
(13 points) and Gio Tradito 
(11 points) added to the 
splash of 10 different playing 
to hit the scoring pool. Most 
impressive, though, was the 

defensive identity Somers has embraced 
this season, doing so behind the lead of 
Chris DiCintio. Just like he did the past 

two seasons on the gridiron, DiCintio, 
though undersized, is, pound-for-pound, 
one of the fiercest competitors Somers has 
had in quite some time.

As a 5’11” two-way lineman in football, 
DiCintio stood out when the Tuskers 
broke the huddle, due to his physical 
stature alongside the likes 6’6” All-NYS 
two-way tackle Nick Gargiulo, but he was 
rarely beaten due to superior technique 
and pure grit. On the hardwood, it’s much 
the same thing; a combination of brawn 
and technique that enables him to thrive 
as a defender.

“It’s a mindset,” DiCintio admitted. 
“I’ve always prided myself on defense, 
like that’s my thing. My dad has stressed 
defense to us since he coached us in the 
third grade; that’s what he’s coaching. He 

is strictly defense first and everything else 
comes off of that. He preaches defense; 
fast and physical, and that’s our motto. 
Words can’t describe what it means for me 
to be out on the court tonight to be part of 
his 200th win.

“Our main goal right now is to get the 
league, and my dad wants to put us up 
in the rafters,” DiCintio said, alluding to 
the league title banner. “We haven’t won a 
league in decades and for him this means 
everything, and for us, too. For that to 
happen, we needed to pull out his 200th 
win for him against the team we’re trying 
to beat for our league. We believe we’re a 
Final 4 team, but we want that league title 
first and foremost.”

His ol’ man couldn’t agree more. 
Entering his sixth season at Somers, after 

11 at Rye, Coach DiCintio welcomed 
back former players like John Decker 
and Pat Melly, who were at Somers in his 
initial season and helped lay the frame 

for a successful foundation. 
He shared congratulatory 
hugs, thanked John Jay and 
everybody for coming, and 
then harped on that elusive 
league title.

“John Jay was not only 
playing well but we were 
evenly matched as far as our 
speed and our athleticism 
and they are a team we are 
fighting with for this league 
title we haven’t won for quite 
some time now,” said Coach 
D, who is 201-154 through 
355 games. “They had a lot 
of pressure on them tonight 
as kids, with us trying to get 
to 4-0 in the league and me 
shooting for my 200th. They 
really set the tone. If we came 
out and played our game, we 
would be in the driver’s seat. 
If we let them hang around, 
then it could be a game.

“It’s certainly extra special 
because my son is on the team 
and he’s a senior,” he added. 
“But I also have several other 
kids on this team that I’ve been 
coaching since the fourth and 
fifth grade: Lorenzo Bicknese, 

Gio Tradito, Kevin Halper and Jack Gilroy, 
and it was great to see some of the other 
guys who have played for me come back 

tonight, guys who were on my original 
team here at Somers. Those are the guys 
that really put Somers on the map.”

Will that map lead the Tuskers to 
their first league title in nearly 30 years? 
Me thinks so, and we should know by  
late Friday night when Walter Panas 
comes to town…
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Somers G Drew Lasher gets up for two points in Tuskers’ 74-42 win over visiting John Jay CR last 
Thursday.

RAY GALLAGHER/RICK KUPERBERG PHOTOS

continued from previous pageDiCintio Chalks Up Win No.200, Somers Inches Toward League Title

NWE/Putnam Examiner Super 7 Poll
No.1 PUTNAM VALLEY – Tigers 

(12-3, 3-0), the current No.2 seed in 
Class B, have seen their critical guard 
play improve as junior Austin Fabiano 
continues to pick it up, including 
career-high 12-point effort in PV’s 56-
31 league stomping of rival Haldane.

No.2 SOMERS – Tuskers (10-4, 4-0), 
the current No.7 seed in Class A, will 
have to navigate a tough league slate 
this week, which includes surging 
Brewster, John Jay and visiting, second-
place Panas (4-1 in league) on Friday 
night, before a can’t miss non-league 
bout with host Hen Hud on Saturday.

No.3 HEN HUD – Sailors (11-3, 4-0) 
turned down Mahopac 49-44 behind 14 
points apiece from Jack Kelly and Kyle 
James and now face a pivotal stretch 
of games that includes two tilts with 
Poughkeepsie for League II-E bragging 
rights, plus Somers and once-beaten 
Rye, the current No.1 seed in Class A. 
We’ll settle for a split of these 4 doozys, 
but 0-4 won’t fly.

No.4 PANAS – Panthers (9-4, 4-1), 
the current No.5 seed in Class A, are 
too legit to quit with these Killer B’s – 
electric Brandon Hodge (17 points) 
and mighty Brandon Ramos (career-

high 29 points) – stinging foes with 
double-edged swords like they did in 
66-55 win over rival Lakeland. Do the 
Panthers have the moxie, though, to 
go into Somers on a Friday night and 
potentially snag a share of the league 
title? That’s what it will take to do so.

No.5 OSSINING – The Pride (9-
6, 3-3), currently No.11 in Class AA, 
crushed Hastings 58-42 in Croton’s 
Hoops4Heroes event: Toppin (21 points 
11 boards), Goss (8P, 5R, 6A), Thomas 
(11P) and Walker (8P, 7R) all got in on 
the act for Ossining, which could still 
finish in 2nd place behind Greeley in 
League I-D with strong finish.

No.6 MAHOPAC – Indians (6-8, 
2-2), the current No.16 in Class AA, 
saw Justin Parker drop 18 in loss to Hen 
Hud, and they would open at mighty 
Mount Vernon if playoffs started today, 
so it’d be beneficial, to say the least, to 
improve upon that seeding.

No.7 BREWSTER – Bears (6-7, 1-4) 
defeated Carmel 57-47 behind point 
guard Harrison Dignan’s 13 points and 
Kevin Stefanick’s 14, but the Bears, 
the current No.19 seed in Class A, just 
can’t seem to get over the hump in  
close league games like the  

61-57 loss to Panas.
HM LAKELAND – Hornets (5-9, 

0-4), the No.23 seed in Class A, slipped 
past Yorktown, 46-45, in buzzer-beating 
thriller, but the league has been cruel to 
date.

HM YORKTOWN – Huskers (6-
9, 2-2) are still in hunt for 2nd place 
in League I-D behind surging Horace 
Greeley, but that’ll be real tough with 
Fox Lane and Ossining in the chase as 
well.

HM CROTON – Tigers (6-7, 2-4) do 
great things each year in Hoops4Heroes 
event, but earlier lost 43-41 heartbreaker 
to Valhalla, despite double-double (10P, 
13R) from junior F Miles Ackerman, 
who will team up with sharpshooting 
freshman Ryan Windrum and deadeye 
soph Sean Macarchuk next year to form 
quite the formidable Class B trio.

HM HALDANE – Hats off to Blue 
Devils for their recent charity fundraiser 
to fight a disease two players and their 
families know well. It’s not too late 
support their ‘Riding on Insulin’ cause, 
an organization that supports kids 
and teens living with Type 1 Diabetes 
(T1D). Visit https://www.classy.org/
fundraiser/1238458 to do so.

Somers G Chris DiCintio walks the walk as a defensive stopper.

Somers G Chris DiCintio and C Max Germaine 
celebrate Germaine’s career-high 13 points in win 
over John Jay.

Somers G Lucas Fecci gets a clean look for two 
points in Tuskers 74-42 win over visiting John Jay 
last Thursday.

Lakeland sophomore Joe Vetrano gains lane on 
Yorktown’s Nick Buono in Hornets’ 46-45 win over 
Huskers last week.

Put Valley F Darnel Shillingford powers up for two points 
against Haldane’s Liam Irwin and Nick Dipolo in Tigers’ 56-31 
win over Blue Devils.

Haldane G Daniel Rotondo gets a lane to hoop as 
PV’s Ryan Soto defends in Blue Devils’ 56-31 loss 
to Tigers last Friday night in Brewster.

Yorktown’s James Lundberg goes up for two against 
defense of  Lakeland’s Gabe Nieves in Huskers’ 46-
45 loss to Hornets last week.
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The concept of Hockey Fights Cancer is 
indeed a noble one and the $2,000 return 
that Mahopac and Carmel High produced 
for Putnam County Community Cares 
was far more principled than the effort the 
Indians and Rams gave last Friday night at 
the Brewster Ice Arena.

The Rams took an 8-3 defeat on the 
chin after Mahopac junior TJ KcKee 
bagged the hat trick for the Indians, but 
both teams left with their heads held high 
on account of the cause they fought for. 
Their on-ice investment will go toward 
something far bigger than the competition 
as Community Cares -- the non-profit 
helping moms and dads during cancer 
treatments by providing meals, laundry 
and cleaning service to families caring for 
school aged children – will make it worth 
their while.

McKee (17G, 16A on the season) 
finished with four points and fellow 
Indians Nick Bricker (2G, 1A), Brian 
O’Shea (1G, 1A), Michael Truschelli 
(1G), John Dundon (1st varsity goal) 
and Gianfranco Pulice (1G) each found 
the back of the net while Indian G Logan 
MacDougall (22 saves) shored up the 
back line. O’Shea (18G, 15A) is having a 
big year for the Indians (12-6), who own 
the No.5 seed currently and could be Final 
4-bound if they continue on the current 
path of success, which hit a hiccup in 
Sunday’s 5-2 loss to Rivertowns.

Nick Smith (14G, 9A for the year) 
scored twice for the Rams, who weren’t 
there to support talented senior G Willow 
Barnes in either of the last two games, 
including Saturday’s 8-2 loss to Brewster/
Yorktown.

Lakeland/Panas/Hen Hud's 5-3 win 
over New Rochelle is a sign that the Rebels 
are on the up-and-up, as was Saturday’s 

4-2 win over Pearl River.
Against New Ro’, Joe Fareed gave the 

Rebels a 4-2 lead with 12:47 to play, 
and Joseph Jimenez, the team's premier 
playmaker with 25 assists, netted the 
insurance goal for LPHH with 1:18 to 
play. Michael Mackey earned the win with 
33 saves between the pipes.

Brett Hanson picked up two goals and 
an assist for the Rebels, who also got a goal 
from Joe Orza. Hanson has been the big 
story all season, putting up career digits 
with 31G and 16 A for 47 points through 
last Wednesday.

"It’s all about the mindset," the rugged 
senior forward said. "Going out there 

believing I can be the best 
one out there, going hard 
every shift and letting the 
puck do the work."

The Division-I Rebels 
(8-4-1, 4-1-1 in League D), 
unofficially seeded 10th 
in the upcoming playoffs, 
have seen the unification of 
Lakeland, Panas and Hen 
Hud work to everyone's 
benefit this season, 
according to Hanson.

"It’s worked out well so 
far," he said. "We’ve won 
five of our last six games. 
Everyone seems to be 
working well together."

Against Pearl River, the 
Rebels, winners of four-
straight games, scored four 
unanswered goals for a 4-1 
lead when Fareed, Hanson, 

Quinten Evangelou 
(13G, 10A on 
the year) and P.J. 
Kowal scored. Matt 
Piciocchi made 29 
saves for the Rebels, 
who are currently 
seeded 10th for the 
upcoming playoffs.

The winning 
streak came to an 

abrupt end in Sunday’s one-sided 5-0 loss 
to Byram Hills.

BREW/TOWN is really starting to 
batten down the hatches defensively in 
the last few games, including Brewster/
Yorktown's 2-1 win over Clarkstown and 
Saturday’s 8-2 win over Carmel. These 
were two of the team's finest defensive 
efforts of the season for a unit that may be 
the best team in the Putnam/NWE region.

Against Carmel, Ram Brendan Murphy 
and Corn-Cub Justin Groux exchanged 
tallies before Brew/Town went off on 
a five-goal surge. Connor Sullivan had 
two goals and one assist for Brewster/
Yorktown, winners of six straight. Groux 
(1G, 2A), Thomas Mark, Colin Dineen 
and Thomas Mark each notched a goal 
and an assist.  

The defense is really shutting teams 
down as the unit's two-way play has 
intensified, according to Dineen.

“We know that if we want to make it 
far in the playoffs, we have to be able 
to play solid defense. The offense will 
come eventually because it always does, 
but playing from the net out is really 
important,” said Dineen, who has 10G 
and 15A on the year for Brew/Town, the 
current No.3 seed in Division I.

Rory McLaughlin had a hand in both 
goals for BrewTown (9-2, 1-0 in League 
B), putting his team on the board first off 
an assist just eight minutes from Colin 
Dineen, who has 10G, 15 A on the year. 
McLaughlin then set up Kevin Moroney 
(5G, 9A on the year) on the game-winner 

in the closing minutes of the second 
period. G Dylan Tolbert (18 saves) held 
the lead for BrewTown (10-2), who has 
seen Sullivan lead the way with 18G, 9A 
this season.

By Tony Pinciaro
While the Putnam Valley wrestling team 

looks forward to the annual, high-caliber 
Peter Caruso Memorial Tournament at 
Mahopac, it is especially personal for 
freshman Will Carano, Jr.

Carano’ dad and Putnam Valley Coach, 
Will Carano, was a standout wrestler for 
Mahopac and culminated his career by 
winning a sectional title back in the day.

“I like going to the Caruso because I like 
wrestling at the school my dad wrestled at 
for four years and where he was a sectional 
champ,” said the younger Carano.

The Caruso will now have added 
memories for Carano as he won the 
126-pound title last Saturday in the 
tourney held in memory of former 
Mahopac wrestler, Peter Caruso. Class B 
Putnam Valley finished a robust fourth in 
the deep, 18-team tournament, prepping 
in earnest for its annual run at the Section 
1 D-II crown.

In his first three matches, the second-
seeded Carano registered three pins. 
He added the exclamation point to his 
day with a 6-1 victory over top-seeded 
Brendan Carroll of R.C. Ketcham in the 
final.

Carano was one of numerous 
placefinishers for Putnam Valley as it 
readies for the Section 1 Division II 
Championships, Friday-Saturday, Feb. 
9-10, at Hastings High School.

Along with Carano, senior Kyle Sams, 
among the finest wrestlers in PV history, 
was the runner-up in the 132-pound 
weight class. Third-place finishers 
included David Ordonez (99), Hunter 
Lundberg (113) and Dean Appell (160), 
Mike Gaitin (220) placed fourth and 
Shane Appell (120) finished fifth.

“It’s good that we had so many guys 
finish in the top six against tough 
opponents,” the younger Carano said. 
“They wrestled offensively, and when they 
do that, like they did at the Caruso, they’re 
going to score points and win. I think 

this is going to help them a lot and their 
confidence will go up. When they wrestle 
better they feel better about themselves.”

Coach Carano was quite pleased with 
his team, especially his son.

“The team, as a whole, was very 
aggressive, much more offensive and very 
cognizant of being in good position,” 
Coach Carano said. “Will is no different 
than anyone on this team in that the goals 
are always to be calm and composed, but 
relentless at winning every position.”

This was Carano’s third match of the 
season with Carroll. After Carroll won 
their initial meeting, at the John Jay-East 
Fishkill Tournament, Carano bounced 
back with an 8-5 decision, three days 
before the Caruso.

“When I lost to him in December, I 
didn’t wrestle that much in that I wrestled 
to his benefit more than to my benefit,” 
Carano said.

Carano seized control of the match in 
the first period with a quick five-point 
move – takedown and three back points. 
From that point on, Carano stifled Carroll.

MAHOPAC Coach Dennis DiSanto 
brought a banged-up team into the 
tournament, but still came away with 
seven placefinishers.

“My team did really well placing sixth 
out of 18 schools in probably the most 
competitive tournament in Section 1,” 
DiSanto said. “My team has faced more 

adversity this year 
then any team I have 
ever coached with 
losing four starters for 
the season, but we still 
remain competitive in 
every match and every 
tournament. 

Freshman Aidan 
Muldoon (106), 
Charlie Nicosia (145) 
and Mike Rivera (220) 
were runners-up. 
Muldoon advanced 
to the final despite 
being seeded sixth. 
He posted a major 
decision over the third 
seed, Middletown’s 
Kenny Santiago, in 
the quarterfinal round 

and a tech fall in the semis.
 Tom Mahoney (170) finished fourth, 

Tyler Roa (138) took fifth and Kevin 
Bunyea (120) and Andi Berisha (126) 
were sixth.

“Tyler went 4-1 and took fifth while 
Andi (Berisha), who was just coming back 
from an injury placed sixth,” DiSanto said. 
“Tom Mahoney lost a tough-fought match 
against Somers’ Antonio Vieira in the 
semis. There were so many hard matches 
in every round and it is a great tournament 
to get us prepared for the postseason.”

DiSanto noted that the Caruso 

Tournament – held 
in memory of former 
Mahopac wrestler 
Peter Caruso -- 
has made a name 
for itself in New 
York. Along with 
Section 1 teams, the 
18-team field had 
representative from 
Long Island, Section 
9 and Section 2. 
New Jersey power 
St. Joseph’s Regional 
of Montvale also 
participated.

“Coaches contact 
me from all over the 
state trying to get in,” 
DiSanto said. “This 
year, I had to turn 
down five schools, 
including one from 
Section 4 and one 
from Section 2. We 
just don’t have the 
room to add more 
schools.”

Major shout-out 
to John Caruso, the 
father of Peter, who, 
along with the Mahopac coaching staff 
and booster club, put in countless hours 
to make the tournament such a rousing 
success.

YORKTOWN had a pair of second-
place finishers in Andrew Finateri (113) 
and Mauricio Arango (138). Dean 
Patierno (113) and Michael Naccarella 
(145) were both fifth and Christian 
Sinagra (152) placed sixth.

Arango, seeded second, outwilled 
his opponents in the quarterfinal and 
semifinal rounds with a 5-3 overtime 
win and 1-0 victory, respectively. Finateri 
upset the third and second seeds on his 
way to the final.

“Mauricio has been tested multiple 
times throughout the season and this 
was another good test for him for the 
postseason,” Yorktown coach Eric Fama 
said. “Mauricio and Andrew reaching the 
finals was definitely a positive for them, 
in terms of confidence going into the 
postseason. Both had quality wins on the 
day. Dean has been having a solid season 
all year and it was great to see Michael 
and Christian on the podium. I hope to 
see the same performances out of them 
at John Jay (Cross River) next weekend at 
divisionals.”

One week after a runner-up finish in 
the Westchester County Championship 
195-pound final, SOMERS’ Matt Kelly won 
the 195-pound Caruso title. He registered 
a technical fall over Middletown’s Elijah 
Babb in the final.

“Matt has been working extremely 
hard and was very determined for this 

tournament,” Somers’ coach Ron DiSanto, 
Jr. said.  “He was very aggressive on his 
feet and then he dominated from the top 
position, which is his strength. I'm really 
proud of him to see his hard work paying 
off.”

Antonio Vieira, a second-place 
finisher at the Westchester County 
Championships, finished second (170) at 
the Caruso.

“Antonio showed a lot of toughness,” 
DiSanto said. “Most of his competition 
is more experienced than him, but he 
usually finds a way to push through. Even 
when he gets tired, he stays aggressive. The 
key to Antonio's success was his mental 
toughness and athleticism.” 

CARMEL sophomore Ben Rivera 
recorded three pins, all in the first period, 
and a decision to win the 152-pound title.

Rivera had a pin in 14 seconds and 
finished off St. Joseph Regional’s Jack 
Farinaro in 58 seconds in the final.

Other placefinishers for Carmel were 
Ransford Wisdom, third at 182, Alex 
Guerra, fifth at 195, and Abby Duke, sixth 
at 99 pounds.

Now that the tournament season is over, 
Mahopac, Yorktown, Carmel and Somers 
will prepare for the Section 1 Division I 
Qualifying Tournaments, Saturday, at 
Carmel, Horace Greeley, John Jay-Cross 
River and Somers.

The top four finishers in each weight 
class advance to the Section 1 Division I 
Championships/State Qualifier, Saturday-
Sunday, Feb. 10-11, at Sleepy Hollow and 
Clarkstown South, respectively.

Ray Gallagher contributed to this story
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Carano Boys Return to Mahopac, Steal Show at Caruso Tourney Carmel, Mahopac Contribute Big-Time to Community Cares

Putnam Valley Coach Will Carano poses proudly with his son, Will Jr., after he 
won the 126-pound title at Mahopac Tournament last Saturday.
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Mahopac’s Mike Rivera (2nd) edged Putnam Valley’s Mike Gaitan (4th) 
in the 220-pound semifinals of  Mahopac’s Peter Caruso Memorial 
Tournament Saturday.

Carmel F Nick Smith celebrates one of  two goals he would score in 8-3 loss 
to Mahopac.
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Mahopac junior F TJ McKee celebrates one of  three goals he would 
score with face-plant to Mahopac Maniacs in 8-3 win over Carmel.

Mahopac senior F Gianfranco Pulice rips shots in 8-3 win over Carmel.

Mahopac F John Dignam pins Carmel’s Jack Lagan 
to boards in Indians’ 8-3 win over Rams last Friday 
night at BIA.

Mahopac players celebrate one of  eight goals 
they would score in 8-3 win over Carmel.
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The concept of Hockey Fights Cancer is 
indeed a noble one and the $2,000 return 
that Mahopac and Carmel High produced 
for Putnam County Community Cares 
was far more principled than the effort the 
Indians and Rams gave last Friday night at 
the Brewster Ice Arena.

The Rams took an 8-3 defeat on the 
chin after Mahopac junior TJ KcKee 
bagged the hat trick for the Indians, but 
both teams left with their heads held high 
on account of the cause they fought for. 
Their on-ice investment will go toward 
something far bigger than the competition 
as Community Cares -- the non-profit 
helping moms and dads during cancer 
treatments by providing meals, laundry 
and cleaning service to families caring for 
school aged children – will make it worth 
their while.

McKee (17G, 16A on the season) 
finished with four points and fellow 
Indians Nick Bricker (2G, 1A), Brian 
O’Shea (1G, 1A), Michael Truschelli 
(1G), John Dundon (1st varsity goal) 
and Gianfranco Pulice (1G) each found 
the back of the net while Indian G Logan 
MacDougall (22 saves) shored up the 
back line. O’Shea (18G, 15A) is having a 
big year for the Indians (12-6), who own 
the No.5 seed currently and could be Final 
4-bound if they continue on the current 
path of success, which hit a hiccup in 
Sunday’s 5-2 loss to Rivertowns.

Nick Smith (14G, 9A for the year) 
scored twice for the Rams, who weren’t 
there to support talented senior G Willow 
Barnes in either of the last two games, 
including Saturday’s 8-2 loss to Brewster/
Yorktown.

Lakeland/Panas/Hen Hud's 5-3 win 
over New Rochelle is a sign that the Rebels 
are on the up-and-up, as was Saturday’s 

4-2 win over Pearl River.
Against New Ro’, Joe Fareed gave the 

Rebels a 4-2 lead with 12:47 to play, 
and Joseph Jimenez, the team's premier 
playmaker with 25 assists, netted the 
insurance goal for LPHH with 1:18 to 
play. Michael Mackey earned the win with 
33 saves between the pipes.

Brett Hanson picked up two goals and 
an assist for the Rebels, who also got a goal 
from Joe Orza. Hanson has been the big 
story all season, putting up career digits 
with 31G and 16 A for 47 points through 
last Wednesday.

"It’s all about the mindset," the rugged 
senior forward said. "Going out there 

believing I can be the best 
one out there, going hard 
every shift and letting the 
puck do the work."

The Division-I Rebels 
(8-4-1, 4-1-1 in League D), 
unofficially seeded 10th 
in the upcoming playoffs, 
have seen the unification of 
Lakeland, Panas and Hen 
Hud work to everyone's 
benefit this season, 
according to Hanson.

"It’s worked out well so 
far," he said. "We’ve won 
five of our last six games. 
Everyone seems to be 
working well together."

Against Pearl River, the 
Rebels, winners of four-
straight games, scored four 
unanswered goals for a 4-1 
lead when Fareed, Hanson, 

Quinten Evangelou 
(13G, 10A on 
the year) and P.J. 
Kowal scored. Matt 
Piciocchi made 29 
saves for the Rebels, 
who are currently 
seeded 10th for the 
upcoming playoffs.

The winning 
streak came to an 

abrupt end in Sunday’s one-sided 5-0 loss 
to Byram Hills.

BREW/TOWN is really starting to 
batten down the hatches defensively in 
the last few games, including Brewster/
Yorktown's 2-1 win over Clarkstown and 
Saturday’s 8-2 win over Carmel. These 
were two of the team's finest defensive 
efforts of the season for a unit that may be 
the best team in the Putnam/NWE region.

Against Carmel, Ram Brendan Murphy 
and Corn-Cub Justin Groux exchanged 
tallies before Brew/Town went off on 
a five-goal surge. Connor Sullivan had 
two goals and one assist for Brewster/
Yorktown, winners of six straight. Groux 
(1G, 2A), Thomas Mark, Colin Dineen 
and Thomas Mark each notched a goal 
and an assist.  

The defense is really shutting teams 
down as the unit's two-way play has 
intensified, according to Dineen.

“We know that if we want to make it 
far in the playoffs, we have to be able 
to play solid defense. The offense will 
come eventually because it always does, 
but playing from the net out is really 
important,” said Dineen, who has 10G 
and 15A on the year for Brew/Town, the 
current No.3 seed in Division I.

Rory McLaughlin had a hand in both 
goals for BrewTown (9-2, 1-0 in League 
B), putting his team on the board first off 
an assist just eight minutes from Colin 
Dineen, who has 10G, 15 A on the year. 
McLaughlin then set up Kevin Moroney 
(5G, 9A on the year) on the game-winner 

in the closing minutes of the second 
period. G Dylan Tolbert (18 saves) held 
the lead for BrewTown (10-2), who has 
seen Sullivan lead the way with 18G, 9A 
this season.

By Tony Pinciaro
While the Putnam Valley wrestling team 

looks forward to the annual, high-caliber 
Peter Caruso Memorial Tournament at 
Mahopac, it is especially personal for 
freshman Will Carano, Jr.

Carano’ dad and Putnam Valley Coach, 
Will Carano, was a standout wrestler for 
Mahopac and culminated his career by 
winning a sectional title back in the day.

“I like going to the Caruso because I like 
wrestling at the school my dad wrestled at 
for four years and where he was a sectional 
champ,” said the younger Carano.

The Caruso will now have added 
memories for Carano as he won the 
126-pound title last Saturday in the 
tourney held in memory of former 
Mahopac wrestler, Peter Caruso. Class B 
Putnam Valley finished a robust fourth in 
the deep, 18-team tournament, prepping 
in earnest for its annual run at the Section 
1 D-II crown.

In his first three matches, the second-
seeded Carano registered three pins. 
He added the exclamation point to his 
day with a 6-1 victory over top-seeded 
Brendan Carroll of R.C. Ketcham in the 
final.

Carano was one of numerous 
placefinishers for Putnam Valley as it 
readies for the Section 1 Division II 
Championships, Friday-Saturday, Feb. 
9-10, at Hastings High School.

Along with Carano, senior Kyle Sams, 
among the finest wrestlers in PV history, 
was the runner-up in the 132-pound 
weight class. Third-place finishers 
included David Ordonez (99), Hunter 
Lundberg (113) and Dean Appell (160), 
Mike Gaitin (220) placed fourth and 
Shane Appell (120) finished fifth.

“It’s good that we had so many guys 
finish in the top six against tough 
opponents,” the younger Carano said. 
“They wrestled offensively, and when they 
do that, like they did at the Caruso, they’re 
going to score points and win. I think 

this is going to help them a lot and their 
confidence will go up. When they wrestle 
better they feel better about themselves.”

Coach Carano was quite pleased with 
his team, especially his son.

“The team, as a whole, was very 
aggressive, much more offensive and very 
cognizant of being in good position,” 
Coach Carano said. “Will is no different 
than anyone on this team in that the goals 
are always to be calm and composed, but 
relentless at winning every position.”

This was Carano’s third match of the 
season with Carroll. After Carroll won 
their initial meeting, at the John Jay-East 
Fishkill Tournament, Carano bounced 
back with an 8-5 decision, three days 
before the Caruso.

“When I lost to him in December, I 
didn’t wrestle that much in that I wrestled 
to his benefit more than to my benefit,” 
Carano said.

Carano seized control of the match in 
the first period with a quick five-point 
move – takedown and three back points. 
From that point on, Carano stifled Carroll.

MAHOPAC Coach Dennis DiSanto 
brought a banged-up team into the 
tournament, but still came away with 
seven placefinishers.

“My team did really well placing sixth 
out of 18 schools in probably the most 
competitive tournament in Section 1,” 
DiSanto said. “My team has faced more 

adversity this year 
then any team I have 
ever coached with 
losing four starters for 
the season, but we still 
remain competitive in 
every match and every 
tournament. 

Freshman Aidan 
Muldoon (106), 
Charlie Nicosia (145) 
and Mike Rivera (220) 
were runners-up. 
Muldoon advanced 
to the final despite 
being seeded sixth. 
He posted a major 
decision over the third 
seed, Middletown’s 
Kenny Santiago, in 
the quarterfinal round 

and a tech fall in the semis.
 Tom Mahoney (170) finished fourth, 

Tyler Roa (138) took fifth and Kevin 
Bunyea (120) and Andi Berisha (126) 
were sixth.

“Tyler went 4-1 and took fifth while 
Andi (Berisha), who was just coming back 
from an injury placed sixth,” DiSanto said. 
“Tom Mahoney lost a tough-fought match 
against Somers’ Antonio Vieira in the 
semis. There were so many hard matches 
in every round and it is a great tournament 
to get us prepared for the postseason.”

DiSanto noted that the Caruso 

Tournament – held 
in memory of former 
Mahopac wrestler 
Peter Caruso -- 
has made a name 
for itself in New 
York. Along with 
Section 1 teams, the 
18-team field had 
representative from 
Long Island, Section 
9 and Section 2. 
New Jersey power 
St. Joseph’s Regional 
of Montvale also 
participated.

“Coaches contact 
me from all over the 
state trying to get in,” 
DiSanto said. “This 
year, I had to turn 
down five schools, 
including one from 
Section 4 and one 
from Section 2. We 
just don’t have the 
room to add more 
schools.”

Major shout-out 
to John Caruso, the 
father of Peter, who, 
along with the Mahopac coaching staff 
and booster club, put in countless hours 
to make the tournament such a rousing 
success.

YORKTOWN had a pair of second-
place finishers in Andrew Finateri (113) 
and Mauricio Arango (138). Dean 
Patierno (113) and Michael Naccarella 
(145) were both fifth and Christian 
Sinagra (152) placed sixth.

Arango, seeded second, outwilled 
his opponents in the quarterfinal and 
semifinal rounds with a 5-3 overtime 
win and 1-0 victory, respectively. Finateri 
upset the third and second seeds on his 
way to the final.

“Mauricio has been tested multiple 
times throughout the season and this 
was another good test for him for the 
postseason,” Yorktown coach Eric Fama 
said. “Mauricio and Andrew reaching the 
finals was definitely a positive for them, 
in terms of confidence going into the 
postseason. Both had quality wins on the 
day. Dean has been having a solid season 
all year and it was great to see Michael 
and Christian on the podium. I hope to 
see the same performances out of them 
at John Jay (Cross River) next weekend at 
divisionals.”

One week after a runner-up finish in 
the Westchester County Championship 
195-pound final, SOMERS’ Matt Kelly won 
the 195-pound Caruso title. He registered 
a technical fall over Middletown’s Elijah 
Babb in the final.

“Matt has been working extremely 
hard and was very determined for this 

tournament,” Somers’ coach Ron DiSanto, 
Jr. said.  “He was very aggressive on his 
feet and then he dominated from the top 
position, which is his strength. I'm really 
proud of him to see his hard work paying 
off.”

Antonio Vieira, a second-place 
finisher at the Westchester County 
Championships, finished second (170) at 
the Caruso.

“Antonio showed a lot of toughness,” 
DiSanto said. “Most of his competition 
is more experienced than him, but he 
usually finds a way to push through. Even 
when he gets tired, he stays aggressive. The 
key to Antonio's success was his mental 
toughness and athleticism.” 

CARMEL sophomore Ben Rivera 
recorded three pins, all in the first period, 
and a decision to win the 152-pound title.

Rivera had a pin in 14 seconds and 
finished off St. Joseph Regional’s Jack 
Farinaro in 58 seconds in the final.

Other placefinishers for Carmel were 
Ransford Wisdom, third at 182, Alex 
Guerra, fifth at 195, and Abby Duke, sixth 
at 99 pounds.

Now that the tournament season is over, 
Mahopac, Yorktown, Carmel and Somers 
will prepare for the Section 1 Division I 
Qualifying Tournaments, Saturday, at 
Carmel, Horace Greeley, John Jay-Cross 
River and Somers.

The top four finishers in each weight 
class advance to the Section 1 Division I 
Championships/State Qualifier, Saturday-
Sunday, Feb. 10-11, at Sleepy Hollow and 
Clarkstown South, respectively.

Ray Gallagher contributed to this story
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Carano Boys Return to Mahopac, Steal Show at Caruso Tourney Carmel, Mahopac Contribute Big-Time to Community Cares

Putnam Valley Coach Will Carano poses proudly with his son, Will Jr., after he 
won the 126-pound title at Mahopac Tournament last Saturday.
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Mahopac’s Mike Rivera (2nd) edged Putnam Valley’s Mike Gaitan (4th) 
in the 220-pound semifinals of  Mahopac’s Peter Caruso Memorial 
Tournament Saturday.

Carmel F Nick Smith celebrates one of  two goals he would score in 8-3 loss 
to Mahopac.
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Mahopac junior F TJ McKee celebrates one of  three goals he would 
score with face-plant to Mahopac Maniacs in 8-3 win over Carmel.

Mahopac senior F Gianfranco Pulice rips shots in 8-3 win over Carmel.

Mahopac F John Dignam pins Carmel’s Jack Lagan 
to boards in Indians’ 8-3 win over Rams last Friday 
night at BIA.

Mahopac players celebrate one of  eight goals 
they would score in 8-3 win over Carmel.
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Putnam Valley Coach Kristi is flanked by teammates and staff  members after securing her 100th career win over Croton, 52-30, 
last Tuesday.

Put Valley Coach Kristi Dini and prodigy Kelli Venezia 
bask in glow of  Dini’s 100th career win last Tuesday, 
a 50-32 win over visiting Croton-Harmon.

Ossining C/F Kailah Harris became the 14th player in Ossining girls’ hoops 
history to score 1,000 career points in Pride’s 76-32 win over visiting Yorktown 
last Thursday.

Somers Coach Chris DiCintio is surrounded by family and team members 
after nothing the 200th win of  his career last Thursday night after Tuskers 
thumped John Jay, 74-42.

Somers Coach Chris DiCintio acknowledges Tusker Nation upon 
notching the 200th win of  his career last Thursday after 74-42 win 
over visiting John Jay.

Ossining’s Harris  
Scores 

1,000th Point;  
Somers’  

Coach DiCinto  
Goes Bicentennial;  

Put Valley 
Coach Dini 

Gets 100th Win

Miles of 
Milestones!


