
By David Propper
Concerned Kent residents who live 

near a possible concrete mixing business 
are calling on the town board to take 
action to stop the business from setting 
up shop along Route 52.

Residents in the Hill & Dale section 
and Lake Carmel section of town urged 
the Kent town board to file suit against 
the town’s Zoning Board of Appeals after 
the ZBA approved a resolution that would 

give the concrete plant the ability to run 
its operation, which includes cement 
mixing. Kent Investors was fighting for 
the use.

The town board passed a unanimous 
resolution requesting the ZBA reopen a 
public hearing on the matter and rescind 
the prior approval. While a special ZBA 
meeting was scheduled for Monday 
evening, not enough board members were 
on hand for a quorum so it was called off.  
Two ZBA members stiill took questions 
from residents.

Because there is only a 30-day limit to 
file an Article 78 once a decision is made 
on a board, it would need to be filed, most 
likely by residents, by Aug. 17 before 
the ZBA meets again. The ZBA made its 
decision on July 17.

The concrete plant could be running 
in three months, Bill Walters, the 
building inspector, said. The plant has 

been unoccupied for a time before it was 
bought. That owner wants to lease the 
parcel of land to a Bronx concrete mixing 
company.

The issue of whether a concrete mixing 
business can operate on the land comes 
down to if the parcel is a use-variance 
or an area-variance. The town building 
inspector ruled it was an area-variance, 
which would have halted Kent Investor’s 
plans, but the ZBA determined the parcel 

was a use-variance and the company is 
entitled to mix concrete. 

Shauna Denkensohn, an environmental 
planner and Kent resident that lives 
across the street from the plant, argued 
the business would have too many 
adverse affects in the community. She 
said the location is in a sensitive area 
environmentally and near a residential 
neighborhood. 

She said the company is a non-union 
business that has about 50 large concrete 
trucks. There were a number of issues 
not addressed by the zoning board, 
Denkensohn said, calling it “staggering.”

She said there are questions over where 
the plant will get water from and where 
possible dirty water discharged from the 
property will go. Air issues were also 
mentioned by Denkensohn, warning it 
would lead to more pollution in the area. 

By Anna Young and David Propper
The fate of Anthony Grigoroff is now 

in the hands of a Putnam County jury as 
they determine whether the 26-year-old 
is guilty of murder.

Jury deliberations began Friday 
afternoon following nearly three hours 
of closing arguments where District 
Attorney Robert Tendy and defense 
attorney Robert DiDio differed over 
evidence and police tactics in their final 
plea to the jury during Grigoroff ’s retrial.

Grigoroff, a Lake Peekskill resident, 
is accused of murdering Garrison 
businessman Robert Marcinak in 2008 
after Grigoroff, his twin brother, and a 
friend tried to break into the Garrison 
Garage on New Years Eve. Grigoroff 
was actually convicted of the crime and 
sentenced to 25 years to life, but his 
conviction was later overturned and a new 

trial was ordered after an appeals court 
took issue with the evidence presented in 
his first trial.

During DiDio’s scattered remarks, he 
argued the case lacked relevant evidence 
that Grigoroff intended to burglarize the 
Garrison Garage with his brother and 
friend Byron Mountain to get money to 
party with, stating the victim was found 
with over $3,000 in his wallet. 
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Junior Vets Enjoying 
Dog Days of Summer
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There are plenty of  different activities for children to enjoy over the summer break. For 
some community children, Brook Farm Veterinary Center is teaching them what it’s like to 
be a vet. Students from ages seven to 11 are partaking in Brook Farm’s third straight 
summer where they teach community children about animal health and wellness. Each 
session allows up to 12 junior vets to show them the inner working of  a veterinary’s office. 
Incredibly, the camp is offered free of  charge. Above is one group of  the next wave of  vets. 
For more on this story, go to page 8.
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The location along Route 52 where a concrete mixing company could come to town. The photo is from 
several montsh ago.
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By David Propper
Often called “The Cathedral of the 

Hudson Valley,” St. Mary’s-in-the-
Highlands Episcopal Church is facing 
grim financial constraints. 

A massive fundraising campaign is 
underway to save St. Mary’s future after 
several years of the longtime Cold Spring 
staple teetering on the edge of financial 
ruin. A GoFundMe campaign, which 
started on July 24, has raised more than 
$37,000 so far with a goal of $1.5 million. 
With the church’s endowment nearly 
gone, bills are becoming more difficult to 
pay, the fundraising page started by Rev. 
Shane Scott-Hamblen stated.  

Cold Spring resident Randy Florke, 
who is spearheading the fundraising, 
said the church would communicate a 
strategic plan and timeline to preserve 
the current buildings and grounds in late 
September or early October. 

“In an effort to organize this plan and 
make current the financial health of the 
church, a local supporter asked that the 
committee show evidence of a grassroots 
campaign to raise funds,” Florke said in a 
statement. “Our reassurance to this donor 
is multilayered but began with a stop-gap 
GoFundMe page which went live just last 
week.”

(Florke married longtime partner 
Congressman Sean Patrick Maloney in St. 
Mary’s in 2014.)

On the fundraising page, it detailed that 
since the 2008 stock market crash, the 
church has relied heavily on its modest 
endowment to pay everyday bills. That 
funding line is almost up, the page stated.

If the church closed, the three acres of 
green space in the center of the village 
and the historic building could be closed 
and private development “would change 
the entire character of our quaint Main 
Street,” according to the page.

“With a Christ-like orientation, St. 

Mary’s practices radical hospitality 
across all divides of race, politics, sexual 
orientation, faith backgrounds, and life 
situations,” the fundraising page stated. 
“This means that there is a much wider 
community we serve outside of our 
Sunday worshippers.”

St. Mary’s history has become an 
unquestionable part of the village. The 
Parish of St. Mary’s Church was organized 
and incorporated in 1840. The church was 
the center of Cold Spring and held services 

for 25 years until that building couldn’t 
keep up with the growing membership. 

A new site was offered by Robert P. 
Parrott along with financial aid that 
encouraged other members of the 
community to contribute to the project 
as well. The new church was built in 1868 
and consecration of the church took place 
the following year in a ceremony led by 
Bishop Horatio Potter. The site of the 
church has expanded in ensuing years 
and even survived a fire in 1961 with the 
building undergoing restoration. 

Overall, 14 rectors have served St. 
Mary’s since its inception. 

Now, the church once again faces a 
critical moment. 

“Please be as generous as you possibly 
can be before the iconic red doors of St. 
Mary-in-the Highlands close for good,” 
the fundraising page stated.

To donate, please go to: www.gofundme.
com/SaveStMarys.

Longtime Cold Spring Church Faces Uncertain Future

PROVIDED PHOTO
St. Mary’s-in-the-Highlands Episcopal Church.

‘Please be as generous as 
you possibly can be before 
the iconic red doors of St. 
Mary-in-the Highlands 

close for good.’

Q: At what age should I begin getting mammograms?   
A:  Once a woman turns 40, the American Cancer Society 
and most recognized medical authorities recommend 
she start getting yearly mammograms. But mammograms 
aren’t uniformly sensitive in all women. Between 40 and 
50 percent of women have dense breasts – fibrous tissue 
as opposed to mostly fatty tissue – and that density can 
obscure potential problems. 

Many women aren’t aware that breast density is an 
issue. New York State requires doctors to notify women, 
in a letter, when their mammogram reveals this is the 
case. Do not become alarmed if you get this letter. It 
simply means that you should have a conversation with 
your doctor about your overall breast cancer risk.

Q: Why is it important to know 
if I have dense breasts?
A: Dense breasts can make mammograms less sensitive, 
and they may also contribute to cancer risk. You’ll need to 
speak with your doctor about your individual lifetime risk 
and thoroughly evaluate your risk factors. To determine 
your risk, your doctor will ask you about your family history 
of breast and ovarian cancer, your age when you had your 
first period, whether you have children, when you had your 
first child, and any history of chest irradiation, among 

other potential risk factors. The good news is that for 
many women with dense breasts, their risk won’t be 
elevated enough to warrant any changes in screening.
 
Q: What if I’m high risk?
A: Women who are at high risk (greater than a 20-25% 
lifetime risk) and who have dense breast tissue should 
have annual screening breast magnetic resonance 
imaging (MRI) in addition to a mammogram. MRIs are 
very sensitive and can pick up some cancer missed on 
a mammogram. 

Q: Shouldn’t all women, regardless of their 
breast density, get a Breast MRI? 
A: There are many false positives with Breast MRI, which 
is why it is only recommended for women who are at 
high risk as they will derive the most benefit. Regardless 
of your breast density, make sure you get your yearly 
mammogram and discuss your risk factors for breast 
cancer with your physician.

Complete Breast Health
What women need to know about breast density...

Bonnie Litvack, MD, FACR
Director, Women’s Imaging
Northern Westchester Hospital

nwhbreastinstitute.org/DrLitvack

Ask the doctor

400 East Main Street  |  Mount Kisco, NY 10549    
914.666.1200  |  www.nwhc.net

Did you know?
Having dense breast tissue may increase 
your risk of getting breast cancer. 

Learn more about breast density 
and mammograms at 
www.nwhbreastinstitute.org
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By David Propper
A proposed new logo within the 

Brewster Central School District has 
resulted in a backlash by parents and 
other school community members upset 
the district is potentially moving away 
from having a bear as its logo. 

Since news came out in mid-July that a 
new logo was going to be implemented in 
Brewster, mostly outrage has ensued and 
will likely be the main discussion point 
during a Board of Education meeting 
later this month. 

In a letter to the school community 
addressing the new logo and other district 
initiatives, Superintendent of Schools Dr. 
Valerie Henning stated a committee that 
came up with a Strategic Coherence Plan 
(SCP) wanted to find a new image that fit 
the goals put forth by the strategic plan. 
After a number of logos were presented, 
Henning said a new logo and slogan was 
submitted to the Board of Education for 
its Aug. 22 meeting. 

Henning said once the new logo and 
slogan are adopted by the school board, 
it will eventually appear on the school 
calendar, webpage, letterhead, and other 
publications along with the Brewster 
Bear mascot. 

“Our intention is that the logo and 
slogan represent the 21st century vision 
described in our SCP. We believe that the 
logo and slogan are representations of 
our beliefs about how we should prepare 
children to succeed in the 21st century,” 
Henning stated. “So, what happens 
to the Brewster Bear? Nothing. The 
Brewster Bear is an important part of our 
traditions and history. However, alone it 
doesn’t convey the academic and social 
emotional skills needed for the 21st 
century. The proposed slogan ‘Success for 
a Changing World’ and logo is intended 
to convey our District’s dedication to 
preparing all children for a future filled 
with happiness, hope and possibilities.”

In an email to The Putnam Examiner, 
Henning said the Strategic Coherence 
Planning Team selected two logos to 
present to the school board during an 
executive session in July. From there, the 

board agreed to one of the logos, but a 
formal approval has not occurred and 
won’t until that Aug. 22 meeting.

Henning said the design work was done 
through a reimbursement agreement 
with BOCES and the final cost to the 
district for the logo was $1,023.

School board president Dr. Stephen 
Jambor said the district’s Strategic 
Coherence Plan is the most important 
focus for the school district and the label 
is a secondary concern. The old logo 
could remain and even if this new logo 
is implemented, Jambor said the district 
would “never ditch the bear.” 

“We value the bear, we value what it 
means to people symbolically over the 
years,” Jambor said. “Nobody’s going to 
change that.”

The school board is examining other 
ways to represent the district’s mission 
statement, he said. Jambor said no official 
decision has been made and conceded 
no single symbol is going to capture 
everything a district does. 

At least on social media sites like 
Facebook, there appears to be near 
unanimous support for the old logo.

Parent Peter Carey said he isn’t in 
support of the new logo. While he 
understands what the district is trying 
to do, he doesn’t approve the way it was 
pursued it. He said there’s no transparency 

in the district office.
The school’s mascot has traditionally 

always been the bear, Carey said, and 
the new logo doesn’t consider that 
longstanding pride. While the bear will 
continue for sporting events, Carey 
pointed out athletics only comprise a 
portion of all students. 

Carey, a former graphic artist, said the 
new logo looks more like a dance class 
logo, calling the design “juvenile.”

“They seem to do whatever they want, 
whenever they want,” Carey, said of 
the district office. “And the board just 
rubberstamps it.”

Parent Christine Zirkelbach called 
the new logo a waste of tax dollars and 
resources. She said the district’s actions 
are akin to a new company entering the 
community trying to sell services.

“We’re a school district, we’re already 
here, you’re getting our tax dollars,” 
Zirkenbach said. “You don’t need 
to rebrand and market to us. I don’t 
understand the point.”

She said the educational system has 
always evolved and introducing a logo 
for the 21st century doesn’t resonate with 
her. 

She also complained about the lack of 
transparency from the school system. 
Zirkenbach, who fights for many 
educational causes at the federal and 
state level, said she didn’t want to fight 
the district for openness, too. 

Parent Steven Mattson said he found 
the logo to be “generic.”

“Aside from it not being a particularly 
appealing logo, it seems to me a waste 
of time and money,” Mattson said. “For 
all the times we have faced potential 
shutdowns of sports, the NJROTC 
program, etc. why bother spending 
the resources on marketing. I prefer 
substance over style.”

The Aug. 22 meeting is now going to 
be held in the high school auditorium, 
which is a venue to accommodate larger 
crowds.

The logo on the school website and letterhead 
now. The bear is Brewster’s nickname for all 
sports teams, too.

The new logo that might be implemented by the 
district.

Brewster School System Under Fire Over New Logo

Condos from $279,000* Townhomes from $525,000
Call now because they’re getting gobbled up fast!                                                                                                                                                     

*A limited number of workforce housing units are also available. 

To view layouts and locations, contact Carolyn at 
860-739-7400  |  www.seasideniantic.com  
*See if you qualify for lower pricing/fees. 

Seaside Village is now complete and your opening to our Seaside
 lifestyle is closing. To avoid non-buyer’s remorse, check out the last 
6 bright condos and 4 roomy townhomes. Walk to the beaches and 

shops of Niantic. Enjoy ongoing summer concerts and events.
You’ll love the community. And our prices!
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By David Propper 
A Mahopac woman was the victim 

of a fox attack that left her with injuries 
Saturday evening, according to the 
Putnam County Sheriff ’s Office. 

The woman, who lives on Agor Lane in 
Mahopac, was in her yard when a gray fox 
emerged from nearby woods around 5:45 

p.m. and attacked her, according to the 
sheriff ’s office. The fox bit her on her left 
ankle and clawed her right ankle and foot 
causing her to bleed.

The victim ran inside her home and 
the fox followed her into the residence, 
which was occupied by her two children, 

the sheriff ’s office said. The woman and 
children then ran from the home and 
closed the door to confine the fox inside 
the house.

Sheriff deputies responded to the house, 
along with paramedics and an ambulance. 
The woman was given first aid for her bite 

and claw wounds and taken to Putnam 
Hospital Center for further treatment, 
authorities said. 

Officers from the New York State 
Environmental Conservation Police were 
able to capture the fox. The animal will be 
tested for rabies at a state laboratory in 
Albany, according to the sheriff ’s office.

Worsening traffic was a concern as well, 
she said.

She said a variance should not have 
been given and urged the town board to 
pursue legal action against the zoning 
board to change its course until all issues 
are mitigated. She requested the town 
board be an advocate for the residents 
near the concrete plant.

Town attorney Nancy Tagliafierro said 
the zoning board didn’t grant a variance, 
but found there was an existing use-
variance from 1948 for the property that is 
permanent for concrete mixing. The town 
board supported the building inspector’s 
opinion that it was an area-variance 
instead and even paid for an attorney to 
go to the zoning board to support the 
building inspector’s stance.

Councilman Paul Denbaum said the 
zoning board was “100 percent wrong” 
and argued the town board needs to do 
everything it can to reverse the zoning 
board’s decision. Supervisor Maureen 
Fleming said she had a conversation 
with a zoning board member and got the 
sense the board would reopen the public 
hearing. 

“If the zoning board of appeals could 
legally reopen the public hearing I do not 
think they would be opposed to doing 
that,” Fleming said. 

In an interview, she said the town 
board couldn’t force the ZBA to make a 
certain ruling because the two boards are 
supposed to be independent of the other.

Zoning board vice-chairman Bob 

Bradley said the ZBA faced a very limited 
scope based off a very poorly written 
decision from 1948. Because the zoning 
board did not issue a new variance, 
environmental questions were not 
brought up, Bradley said. He said it took 
months to reach a decision on the matter. 

He said it would help the zoning 
board reopen the public hearing if new 
information were presented. 

Aldo Vitagliano, an attorney for a 
couple of the residents, said he believes 
when the zoning board made its ruling 
in July that they were “totally wrong” 
and the building inspector was correct 
because the property wasn’t in use for a 
long enough period of time. He said he 
was shocked the zoning board closed 
public comment after he requested more 
time for residents to give input on the 
proposed business. 

Vitagliano recommended an Article 78 
lawsuit needs to be pursued by the town 
board and stressed the action would not 
be unprecedented in the Hudson Valley. 
He said there are past decisions within 
the town that could reverse the zoning 
board’s determination. 

Vitagliano said his clients were ready 
to bring an Article 78 lawsuit against 
the zoning board if the town board isn’t 
willing to. He said even a use-variance can 
expire and more facts could be brought 
forward if the ZBA gave residents more 
time to present them. 

“There’s strong legal basis to overturn 
the zoning board for the decision they 
came out with,” he said. 

“Why wasn’t that money taken if this 
was an attempted burglary in an effort to 
obtain valuables and money?” DiDio said. 
“It defies common sense.”

DiDio added there was no DNA 
evidence, eyewitnesses, cellphone records, 
surveillance videos or fingerprints 
connecting Grigoroff to Marcinak’s 
alleged murder. 

He also criticized law enforcement 
officials of maltreatment claiming they 
obtained a false confession from Grigoroff 
following a 12-hour interrogation. In his 
five-page confession, Grigoroff explained 
how Mountain shot Marcinak when the 
burglary was interrupted, he said. 

Tendy, who spoke for 75 minutes, is 
trying his first murder case since taking 
over as district attorney in 2016. 

“John Marcinak is the victim of a 
terrible crime and so is his family, but the 
defendant wants you to believe that he’s the 
victim of overbearing law enforcement,” 
Tendy said. “He is not the victim of bad 
law enforcement officers, he’s the victim 
of really good law enforcement officers 
who tirelessly and methodically worked 
on a case and based on their training got 
him to admit to a crime he was apart of.”

Marcinak was a father of three and 
49-years-old when he was killed.

Grigoroff ’s family, who filled half 
the courtroom, shook their heads 

in disagreement as Tendy described 
Grigoroff as an experienced assassin, 
citing old-fashioned investigative police 
work placing him at the scene of the fatal 
burglary. 

“This was a hit job, he was there,” Tendy 
said. “It’s a stupid, stupid act by a stupid, 
stupid man for a stupid, stupid reason.” 

On Thursday, Dr. Michael Welner, 
a forensic psychiatrist, testified for 
the prosecution. He stated that while 
Grigoroff had a low IQ, he wasn’t mentally 
disabled where he could be tricked into a 
false confession as the defense alleged. 
Welner also interviewed Grigoroff prior 
to testifying. 

Defense attorney Danielle Muscatello 
asked how much Welner was being paid 
for his work on behalf of the prosecution, 
to which he replied about $35,000. 
Muscatello also tried to point to the fact 
Grigoroff was held in sheriff ’s custody for 
12 hours before he agreed to a confession 
and argued investigators misled him 
about what would happen if he admitted 
to the crime. Grigoroff was in jail for 
six months at the time of his confession 
because of a previous DWI.

Welner testified that when he spoke 
with Grigoroff, the murder suspect said 
he confessed because he was tired and 
wanted to go back to his jail cell.

Court was in recess Monday and will 
reconvene Tuesday morning. 

Deliberations Underway 
in Grigorofff Murder Trial 

Uproar in Kent Over Proposed 
Concrete Mixing Business

Gray Fox attacks woman in mahopac
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By David Propper
The committee that handles the 4th 

of July fireworks in Southeast is pushing 
for more community involvement for the 
event next year and if that support doesn’t 
come forward, could end the annual show 
completely.

In an online post, the Southeast 
Fireworks Committee is calling for 
more residents to volunteer and making 
a stronger push for fundraising for the 
summer fireworks display. Right now, 
the cost of the endeavor is about $25,000, 
according to the committee. An online 
survey is also out so the committee can 
get feedback about the event. 

“We need more help to coordinate 
efforts and raise money so that we don’t 
create a tax on the people of the Town 
of Southeast and Putnam County,” the 
committee stated.

If more people and donors don’t step 
up, it could spell the end for the fireworks 
in Southeast. 

“That’s kind of where we stand,” 
Southeast Councilman Robert Cullen, 
who is a committee member, said.  “As of 
right now I think most of us are kind of 
leaning toward ending it unless we can 
ideally get money right away. The main 
issue is the money and not having enough 
of it and this year was just harder with the 
money.”

Cullen said the committee would like 
to see other businesses and even private 
citizens get involved in fundraising. He 
noted if every family gave a few dollars, 
it would have a major affect on raising the 
necessary amount. 

The committee is also looking for 
more volunteers to take the reins of the 
fireworks planning. Right now, it’s the 
same small group of people that have had 
a role in making the fireworks a reality 
each year, Cullen said. 

“Every year it’s just harder to get 
money,” Cullen said, adding. “We’re 
looking for people to step forward; new 
people to take over the committee. We’d 
be there to help them.”

While the committee wants to do the 
fireworks, Cullen said it’s hard to justify 
using taxpayer money to subsidize the 
event each year with municipal budgets 
tight and not every resident interested 
in fireworks. While private funds up to 
$10,000 are raised for the show, security 
costs provided by the Putnam County 
Sheriff ’s Office can range between 
$15,000-$20,000

The Town of Southeast originally had 
fireworks when Cullen first got on the 
town board, but soon it was cut from the 
budget because there were other financial 
obligations. 

Business owner and Patterson resident 
Bill Flash said when the fireworks at 
Scolpino Park ended, a group of business 
owners and public officials got together to 
keep the show going that year, but many 
didn’t expect it to be a commitment for 

the next six years.
While reluctant to let the fireworks 

end, Flash, owner of Edward Jones in 
Brewster, said he doesn’t think the current 
committee members can keep up with the 
tedious work required and new people 
would be welcomed to take over.  

“It’s a great, great thing that we do and 
I would hate to see it die,” Flash said. “We 
would love to see that tradition carry on 
because it is such a great event, but we 
need to find an exit strategy or a transition 
strategy.” 

County Legislator Paul Jonke also said 
money to fund the fireworks has become 

the major impendent for the committee 
as it looks to next year.

The most expensive part of the 
program is the payment to the sheriff ’s 
office. More than 25 deputies cover the 
event for more than eight hours, Jonke 
said. The county Legislature has tried its 
best to convey to the sheriff ’s department 
that less manpower would suffice, but 
ultimately sheriff personnel make the 
final determination about public safety 
for a large event. 

One idea both Jonke and Cullen 
pointed to was hiring private security to 
alleviate some protective costs. 

While Jonke is confident he and 
fellow Legislator Joe Castellano, who 
also represents part of Brewster, could 
secure the money again from the rest of 
the county Legislature for the sheriff ’s 
services, he said the committee is going to 
try harder to minimize any taxpayer cost 
if the fireworks go forward.

Jonke also encouraged other residents 
to get involved with the committee to help 
plan out the event. 

“There are a lot of other people in 
our community that care about our 
community and this is a perfect chance 
for them to step up,” Jonke said. 

Without More Support, Southeast Fireworks Show Could End
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By David Propper
While it’s been more than a month since 

the Putnam County Legislature voted 
to take $125,000 from county coffers to 
help settle the Adam Levy vs. Don Smith 
lawsuit, lawmakers once again defended 
the decision last week.

The county Legislature issued a five-
paragraph statement in response to 
inquiries and comments made by county 
residents about the controversial vote. 
During a special meeting in June, eight 
lawmakers in attendance unanimously 
approved $125,000 of taxpayer money 
to be paid to Levy, the former district 
attorney, who sued Sheriff Smith for 
defamation. The lawsuit, originally for 
$5 million, alleged Smith defamed Levy 
by falsely accusing him of interfering in 
a rape case of his former trainer. Smith, 
as part of the settlement, agreed to pay 
$25,000 from his own pocket and issued 
a public retraction letter admitting he 
provided untruths publicly about Levy. 

The press release was a unanimous 
decision by all nine lawmakers, 
Chairwoman Ginny Nacerino told The 
Putnam Examiner.

According to the press release, the 
legislature said after the trial got underway, 
county attorney Jennifer Bumgarner, 
legislative counsel Robert Firriolo, trial 
counsel for NYMIR and NYMIR’s claims 
counsel all recommended the settlement 

to avoid the possibility of an adverse 
verdict and avoid additional legal fees and 
costs. 

“The Legislature considered the facts 
and circumstances of the case, as well as 
the advice of counsel, and determined that 
the settlement served the best interests 
of Putnam County Taxpayers,” the press 
release stated. “And avoid potentially 
greater exposure to liability.”

Lawmakers at the June 22 special 
meeting stressed while they were unhappy 
to fork over any money in the legal matter 
between Levy and Smith, it made the 
most sense financially. Some of them 

were critical of Smith during the meeting, 
who has served as sheriff since 2002 and is 
running for a fifth term this year.

The legislature, in the press release, also 
reiterated that it does not have the legal 
grounds to remove the sheriff from office 
and only Governor Andrew Cuomo could 
wield that power. 

“At the November Election the 
Residents of Putnam County will have 
the opportunity to vote their position,” 
the legislature concluded. 

Smith, through a spokesman, said in 
matters of litigation, he has come to rely 
on and trust the advice of county legal 

counsel including outcomes best for the 
taxpayers. He said as a part of Putnam 
County government for the past 18 years  
(two as deputy county executive) he has 
always strived to be a “team player.”

“Even in cases in which I may prefer 
to go to trial, I know that the costs and 
uncertainties of litigation will often result 
in a settlement to avoid the chance of an 
adverse verdict,” Smith said.     

Smith will face Democrat and former 
sheriff investigator Bob Langley in 
November and could still face a primary 
challenge from Republican Andrew 
DeStefano if he is able to get back on the 
ballot through the court system.

“Over the past 15 and a half years that 
I have been Sheriff, the outstanding men 
and women who serve in the Sheriff ’s 
Office have helped keep Putnam County 
one of the safest places in America to live, 
work and raise a family, and we remain 
committed to carrying on in our mission 
to keep the County a great and safe place,” 
Smith stated.

Langley, in a press release he sent 
out Monday, blasted the payout in the 
defamation case.

“As a law enforcement officer in Putnam 
County for 23 years, I’m outraged by this 
incredible waste of taxpayer money,” 
Langley stated. “Putnam County residents 
should not tolerate reckless, unethical 
and illegal acts that waste our tax dollars.”

Legislature Again Defends Actions in Levy vs. Smith Settlement
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By Neal Rentz
Undaunted by a recent legislative 

defeat, Congresswoman Nita Lowey 
(D-Harrison) said she wanted several 
steps to be taken to discourage young 
people from using electronic cigarettes.

At her office in White Plains on 
Wednesday Lowey conduced a roundtable 
discussion featuring several local officials 
who work with youths, as well as local 
high school students, to discuss the issue, 
which the panel called a health risk.

Republicans on the House 
Appropriations Committee recently 
rejected Lowey’s amendment which 
would have protected the Food and 
Drug Administration’s ability to regulate 
the chemicals and batteries used in 
e-cigarettes. 

“These products shouldn’t be on the 
market without us knowing what’s in 
them,” Lowey said Wednesday.

“There is really an epidemic level” of 
e-cigarette use among American youths, 
Lowey said. While federal law prohibits 
the purchase of tobacco products by 
teens under the age of 18, many underage 
minors are buying e-cigarettes and 

related products in vape shops and via the 
Internet, she said. 

Lowey said she did not believe the 
2015 study that indicated 16 percent of 
American youth use e-cigarettes because 
that figure is too low. There is marketing 
by vape shops and cigarette companies 
being done to promote e-cigarette use 
by youths, she said, noting some of the 
vaping liquids have names like Foot 
Loops. Swedish Fish and Gummy Bears. 
The vaping liquids contain “addictive 
chemicals we may or may not be aware 
of,” she said.

There is a misconception that 
e-cigarettes are safe even if they utilize 
nicotine, which can alter the development 
of the adolescent brain, Lowey said. A 
report from the office of the US surgeon 
general stated, “All Americans need to 
know that e-cigarettes are dangerous to 
youth and young adults.” Lowey said, 
adding that young people that start out 
with e-cigarettes have been shown to 
move on to other tobacco products.

“Your voices are critical. Your 

knowledge is critical,” Lowey told 
members of the roundtable. 

Dr. Richard Stumacher, a pulmonary 
disease specialist from Northern 
Westchester Hospital in Mount Kisco, 
said the amount of nicotine contained 
in vape liquids, to his knowledge, are not 
regulated. An e-cigarette user can modify 

how much nicotine is in the liquid, he 
said.  

Stumacher said he has been involved 
in smoking cessation programs for about 
nine years. 

“To me this is an addiction,” he said, by 
selling e-cigarette products, “We’re selling 
addiction. And nicotine is the most 
addictive chemical known to mankind. 
And what we’re doing is now marketing it 
toward our children.”

Stumacher said his son has told him at 
his school classmates are initially attracted 
to vaping because they like the flavors of 
the vaping liquids “and they move on to 
the nicotine.”  He added other chemicals 
used in vaping liquids are also dangerous 
and e-cigarettes can also be used to smoke 
marijuana. 

Colleen Anderson, coordinator of the 
Cortlandt Community Coalition, said 
her group has been using a federal grant 
for programs for students in the Lakeland 
and Hendrick Hudson School Districts.  
A public service announcement was being 
completed on the day of the roundtable 
discussion created by the Community 
Coalition that will be shown on the 
screens of the Cortlandt Town Center 
multiplex and on Facebook to discourage 
youths from using e-cigarettes. “Our 
kids don’t think there’s any harm in it,” 
Anderson said. 

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
Congresswoman Nita Lowey (D-Harrison) conducted a roundtable discussion on the dangers for youths 
who use electronic cigarettes on Wednesday in White Plains.

Youth Use of E-Cigarettes Discussed at Lowey Roundtable
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Putnam County Sheriff Donald B. 
Smith reports that his office has dedicated 
a new patrol motorcycle to the memory 
of Mark R. Gilmore, who was the Sheriff ’s 
Senior Investigator in charge of the 
Narcotics Enforcement Unit at the time 
of his death on March 1, 2017. He died at 
age 54 from a heart attack suffered while 
off-duty

Senior Investigator Gilmore also served 
as a motorcycle officer during his 28-
year career in the Sheriff ’s Office.  “In 
recognition of Mark’s devotion to duty as 
a motor officer over the years, as well as 
his life-long personal love for riding, we 
thought it most fitting to memorialize 
Mark by emblazoning his name and 
badge number on the new motorcycle,” 
said the Sheriff.  

The motorcycle was unveiled on 
Saturday, July 22nd, at a fundraising event 
held to benefit Sr. Inv. Gilmore’s widow, 
Amy, and his daughter Mattingly, and also 
to benefit Deputy Sheriff Michael Schmidt 
and his family.  Deputy Schmidt, who 
has served as the Youth & Community 
Services Officer for the Sheriff ’s Office, is 

battling a rare form of cancer.  The event, 
organized by the Sheriff ’s Office PBA, 
was a barbecue held at the Patterson Fire 
Department grounds that was attended by 
many Sheriff ’s Office employees and their 
families, as well as a number of police 
officers from various area departments 
and other supporters.  

Amy and Mattingly Gilmore attended 
the event and were surprised and 
delighted by the unveiling of the specially 
marked motorcycle, which bears the 
inscription “RIP Sr. Inv. Mark Gilmore” 
on its sides and “92”, his badge number, 
on its back.  The motorcycle is a 2017 
Harley Davidson Police FLHTP Electra 
Glide, which is used by the Sheriff ’s Office 
for general patrol functions, motorcade 
escorts and parades.  

Go Fund Me accounts have been created 
by the PBA for those who may wish to 
make donations to help the Gilmore and 
Schmidt families, as follows:  

www.gofundme.com/help-mike-mo-
fightcancer-mopower

www.gofundme.com/mattingly-gilmore-
college-fund

When the staff at Brook Farm 
Veterinary Center in Patterson call a 
doctor to the treatment floor this summer, 
they may be in for a bit of a surprise! 
Measuring at about four feet tall with 
ages between seven and eleven years old, 
their “junior veterinarians” are the newest 
addition to their dedicated team. These 
kids are involved in the practice’s third 
year of teaching community children 
about animal health and wellness and 
encourage careers in veterinary medicine 
at an early age.

Brook Farm’s Summer Day Camp, 
which is being held in several sessions 
this month, brings interested youth 

behind the scenes at a fully equipped 
animal hospital to learn about pet care 
and safety. To earn their degree, students 
will be taught how to understand different 
pets’ personalities and learn how to 
identify signs of sickness, aggression and 
fear. They will also complete daily rounds 
with the practice’s doctors and explore 
the latest in veterinary technology in a 
supervised and hands-on environment. 

“We’re thrilled to be able to open our 
doors to the community once again this 
summer and offer these bright children 
the opportunity to learn something new,” 
said Dr. Evan Kanouse, veterinarian and 
owner of Brook Farm Veterinary Center. 

He added, “My colleagues come to work 
each day looking to improve the lives of 
others; without our competent and loving 
staff, there is no way that this would be 
possible.”

Registration for the program was 
capped at 12 children per session to help 
the practice create an experience that 
was intimate and engaging. The camp is 
offered free of charge as Brook Farm has 
agreed to assume the operating costs of 
the program.

Brook Farm’s Summer Day Camp is 
preceded by various other community 
programs held throughout the year, 
ranging from their numerous low-cost 
vaccine clinics to Pet Photos with Santa 
Paws in December. Donations benefit the 
Veterinary Care Foundation, a non-profit 
organization for families who are unable 
to carry the financial burden of caring for 

their pets during times of emergency. 
Established in 1982, Brook Farm 

Veterinary Center of Patterson provides 
exceptional veterinary medicine with 
an emphasis on empathy and precision. 
Brook Farm’s accreditation by the 
American Animal Hospital Association, 
an honor that only 15% of practices 
nationwide have earned, reflects over 30 
years of hard work and an unwavering 
dedication to the people and pets of the 
Hudson Valley. Brook Farm is known for 
their commitment to improving animal 
health and wellness through community 
outreach: their staff regularly volunteers 
their time to support local non-profit 
organizations and to raise funds for their 
various donor-driven programs. To learn 
more about Brook Farm’s mission, visit 
www.brookfarmveterinarycenter.com. 

Sheriff ’s Office Motorcycle Dedicated to Late Mark Gilmore

Youngsters Join Veterinary Summer Camp in Patterson
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By Neal Rentz
Theater has been an important part of 

the life of Croton resident Barry Liebman 
for decades. 

He has acted and directed many plays 
and enjoys attending Broadway shows. 

“I had a passion for it my whole life,” 
Liebman recalled last week. “I used to cry 
at musicals. I used to think, this is written 
great. This is unbelievable.” 

So, a natural move was for him to 
co-found the Yorktown Stage, which 

has a 550-seat theater for its musical 
productions. It is self-funded through 
tickets sales and a few small donations.

Liebman said he was a pre-med student 
in college and was also trained in the 
theater. He said he made “a last minute 
decision” to go to law school after he 
decided not to become a doctor. “I gave 
up theater,” until 1973 as an actor and 
director, when he became active in the 
local theater scene, he said. In 1998, his 
friend, James Gerth, said, “The theater is 
Yorktown is opening up” and the duo won 
the bidding process for the facility.

Gerth left the theater after two years 
and Liebman took over sole control while 
working at his law firm.

Liebman is currently the president and 
producing director of Yorktown Stage. 
“For the first 15 years I directed and 
produced every single show at the theater, 
ran the summer camp and took care of 
everything,” he said. “I was a practicing 
attorney until 2004 when I retired 
because I had both jobs at the same time 
and they’re both full-time jobs,”

About five years ago, Liebman hired 
an assistant, August Abatecola, who had 
done shows for the theater in the past. 
Abatecola graduated from college and 
wanted a job and he became the director 
of the shows staged at the theater. 

“Amazing. He is just like me. He looks 
for the same things. He casts, he stages, he 
directs,” Liebman said. “He is a lovely guy 
and gets along well with the cast and crew. 
And I have not been back in the theater to 

direct a show for five years.”
Liebman said his current 

responsibilities are just administrative. “I 
run the camp, the dance company, the two 
kid’s programs that we have and I produce 
all the shows,” he said. “I’m the attorney. 
I’m the accountant. I do everything. I’m a 
one-man band.” 

Liebman said he enjoys the fact he only 
does administrative tasks at the theater. 
Being responsible for directing shows 
previously “added thousands of hours to 

my life and it was very, very difficult,” he 
said. 

The theater’s current production is 
“Grease,” which will continue through 
August 6 with shows on Saturday at 
7:30 p.m. and Sunday at 1 p.m. “We 
do six shows per year,” including two 
professional shows, which “Grease” is, 
Liebman said. “We have professionals 
mixed with local talent.” 

The second professional show at 
Yorktown Stage this year will be “Miracle 

on 34th Street,” which will be performed 
in November. 

Yorktown Stage also puts on one 
Theater for Young Audiences production 
annually. “It’s just strictly for families to 
come,” Liebman said. 

Yorktown also puts on Yorktown Stage 
Kids shows where the performers are 
between ages of 12 and 18. “These are the 
stars of tomorrow, the kids who are really 
involved in theater,” Liebman said. 

Yorktown Stage 
Yorktown
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Partners with PARC, a non-profit 
dedicated to securing the financial future 
of people with disabilities, hosted its 20th 
Anniversary Golf Outing on Monday, 
July 17, 2017.

The event, held at Centennial Golf 
Club in Carmel, hosted 82 golfers from 
throughout the Tri-State area, and as far 
away as Maine, and raised over $25,000. 
Picture perfect weather – breezy and 84 
degrees – greeted the golfers who enjoyed 
18 holes of play on Centennial’s award-
winning course.

This year’s outing was presented by 

Relph Benefit Advisors with the support of 
event sponsors Gulfstream and ShopRite. 
Other sponsors for the day, who added to 
the overall success of the event, included: 
Atlantic - Tomorrow’s Office as the Lunch 
& Cocktail Party Sponsor; D. Bertoline 
& Sons, Inc. as the beverage and prize 
sponsor; Meadowland of Carmel/Volz 
Auto Group as the hole-in-one sponsor; 
Manhattan Beer Distributors as the 
prize and beer Sponsor; Slovenia Vodka 
as the spirits sponsor; and KAS Spirits 
of Mahoapc for supporting the cocktail 
party.

After a full day on the course, featuring 
lunch, golf, contests, and massages from 
Kristen Campanella, LMT, the players 
and guests made their way to the auction 
tables to bid and purchase items donated 
from shops and stores, sites and attractions 
throughout the area. The auction alone 
raised over $5,000 to add to the day’s 
totals. But the biggest competition of the 
day came during the cocktail party during 
the PuttSkee Challenge. A cross between 
putting and skee ball, players had to 
putt for the highest score. Dan Grenier, 
from Maine, won the competition and 

took home a $500 gift 
card from Atlantic – 
Tomorrow’s Office.

Throughout the 
day, a number of golf 
contests were offered 
and kudos to the team 
from Windstream for 
the lowest score of the 
day, an impressive 58. 
Longest drives went 
to Tom Lucy and Tina 
Stallone and closest to 
the pin winners were 
Brandon Rubich and 
Christine Beyer.  

Partners with PARC 
also thanks the team at 
Centennial Golf Club 
and Brian and Annie 

Ledley, along with the club’s catering 
staff, who made the day a huge hit with 
our guests. The outing was also supported 
by a team of PARC staff members who 
volunteered during the outing and 
evening festivities.

Licensed, insured and bonded! • Quality guaranteed!
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Partners with PARC’s 20th Anniversary Golf Outing a Success

PROVIDED PHOTOS
Jennifer Cassidy, from the Partners with PARC 
Board of  Directors, addresses the golfers and 
dinner guests.

Just some of  the many volunteers who supported the outing.

The winning foursome of  the day from Windstream, with a score of  58.

Yorktown Stage also holds summer 
camp programs for youths between the 
ages of six and 14; Just Dance!, which 
are various dance classes for people of all 
ages; and offers private voice and dance 
classes that are taught by its directors and 
choreographers. In addition, Yorktown 
Stage has a youth dance company, which 
will start its third season in the fall and 
will conclude with its annual recital in 

June.  
“Our shows are immaculate,” Liebman 

said. “Augie and I are methodical. There’s 
no stone unturned. We don’t allow shows 
to go on that have holes that have things 
people will be upset with,” Liebman said.

Yorktown Stage is located at 1974 
Commerce St. For more information, 
call 914-962-0606, send an e-mail to 
barryysproducer@gmail.com or visit 
https://www.yorktownstage.org.

BOW - Yorktown Stage
continued from page 9
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Across
1. Slangy “OK”
4. Demolitionist’s supply
7. Race unit
10. Car club
11. Profit, for shot
12. Ryder Cup opponent of the U.S., abbr.
13. Beat
15. Green light- 2 words
16. Runway
18. “____ of Green Gables”
19. “___ moment”
20. Brit corporations
21. Beer cousins
22. It might be announced over an 
airport P.A.
23. Declare
24. Casey Jones would buy his deck 
lumber from this Putnam business, 
Mahopac ________, goes with 6 down
26. Annual meeting, abbr.
27. Baltimore’s birds
31. Suggestion
32. Eastern U.S. ocean, abbr.
33. Ballad’s end?
34. Famous falcon
35. Court figures, for short
36. Roman 551

Down
1. Pound sound
2. ___ de cologne
3. “2001 . . .” computer
4. Prepares for a fight
5. ___ Dame
6. See 24 across

7. A good apprentice, e.g.
8. Mohegan Lake steak house, ____ 
Prime Cut
9. Theatrical scenery
14. Beach footwear
17. Spanish city that was the subject of an 
El Greco painting
18. Occasionally
20. American, for one
21. Profits
23. Heart’s main artery
24. 15-ball cluster
25. Away
28. Started the betting
29. Sushi offering
30. Part of Ceylon’s new name
28. Serpent
29. Lament
30. Major record label

Crossword by Myles Mellor Answers on page 15

Advertise in The Putnam Examiner  •  914-864-0878

Crossword Puzzle

The Rotary Foundation has spearheaded the hugely successful effort to eradicate 
polio, but that’s just one of the many projects the Rotary Clubs of Brewster, 
Lake Mahopac and Carmel celebrated earlier this month at Foundation Jam, 
commemorating the 100th anniversary of the Foundation.

Members of the clubs gathered at Healy’s Corner, on Route 52 in Lake Carmel, to 
mark the centennial of the Foundation, which was formed in 1917 when the outgoing 
Rotary president, Arch Klumph, saw that there was the sum of $26.50 left over from 
the costs of the annual convention, and proposed to put it into a fund “for the purpose 

of doing good in the world.”  Since then, the Foundation has, among other efforts, 
sponsored legions of Peace Scholars, provided drinkable water and educational 
facilities in remote communities around the world – as well as bringing polio to the 
cusp of extinction.

The clubs welcomed Putnam Valley councilperson Jackie Annabi, who presented a 
proclamation on behalf of State Senator Sue Serino commending the Foundation, and 
enjoyed musical entertainment provided by Rotarians Jim Meyer and Bob Cinque.

Putnam’s Rotary Clubs Celebrate 100 Years of Rotary Foundation

Putnam Valley councilperson Jackie Annabi (center) presents proclamation on behalf  of  Senator Sue 
Serino to Rotarian Bob Cinque, as fellow Rotarians (from left) Jan Stark, Steve Ross, and Paul Fucito of  
the Brewster club, Jim Meyer and Greg Amato of  the Lake Mahopac club, and Bill Evans of  the Brewster 
club look on.

PROVIDED PHOTOS
Rotarian Jim Meyer plays some classic rock at the Jam.
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It may be your summer holiday, but at 
Friends of Karen, a nonprofit organization 
that helps children battling cancer or 
other life-threatening illnesses and their 
families, it’s Back to School time. 

Boxes filled with new backpacks, 
notebooks, markers, pencils, erasers, gift 
cards and other supplies are being packed 
and sent out to more than 850 Friends of 
Karen children so they can begin the new 
school year happily and successfully.

Friends of Karen supports families who 
are struggling to stay afloat financially and 

emotionally while caring for their critically 
ill child. Parents say how shattering it is to 
go into a store and see healthy children, so 
excited about the new year, choosing their 
school supplies while their own child is in 
the hospital, uncertain about what the 
next day will bring. Parents often agonize 
between buying new school supplies for 
their “well” child or paying their ill child’s 
mounting medical expenses. Imagine 
being faced with that decision.

You can help by participating in 
the Friends of Karen Back-to-School 

Program. Give these parents peace of 
mind that their children will be prepared 
for school and provide the children with 
that good feeling of heading back to 
school wearing a new outfit and carrying 
crisp notebooks and sharpened pencils.

Here’s how you can help:
•	 Drop off or send new backpacks (for all 

ages), $25 gift cards (to Target, Forever 
21, Macy’s, The Gap, Old Navy, Visa/
MasterCard), three-ring binders, filler 
paper, composition books or Crayola 
washable markers to Friends of Karen, 
118 Titicus Rd., North Salem, N.Y. 
10560.

•	 Call or e-mail Denise Tredwell at 
914-617-4052 or DeniseTredwell@
FriendsofKaren.org for more info.

•	 Visit www.FriendsofKaren.org/gifts-
for-children for more details.
Friends of Karen is unique in that it 

customizes the assistance they provide. 
When a child is seriously ill, it affects 
the entire family and social workers help 
each family member. This includes child 
life specialists and creative arts therapists 
who provide sibling support to the other 
children in the family. 

Treatment can last many months 
or even years, but Friends of Karen is 
there with an individualized program 

of emotional, financial and day-to-day 
practical support. No family is ever the 
same after a diagnosis, but Friends of 
Karen helps them remain strong and 
functioning. 

For more information about Friends of 
Karen, call 914-277-4547 or visit www.
friendsofkaren.org.

Help Stuff a Backpack: Friends of Karen Prepares for Back to School

Friends of  Karen is helping families who have 
a child diagnosed with cancer or another life-
threatening illness.

 

 
COME SEE THE WBC DIFFERENCE! 

 
Fall Registration at WBC Main Studio - Room 121 
Monday, August 28th – 5:00 – 7:00 pm 
Tuesday, August 29th – 5:00 – 7:00 pm 
Friday, September 8th – 5:00 – 7:00 pm 
Saturday, September 9th – 10:00 am – 12:00 noon 
and during class hours beginning Monday, September 11th 
Monday – Friday 4:30 – 7:30 pm and Saturdays 9:00 am – 12:00 noon 
 

+ Pre-K through Pre-Professional Levels 
+ All of our faculty are professional dancers who hold certificates 

and/or degrees in dance, as well as having professional dance 
experience. 

+ We have four professionally outfitted studios 
 
Y.C.C.C. - Suite 121 
1974 Commerce Street 
Yorktown Heights, NY 10598 
914-245-2940 

 
            www.westchesterperformingarts.com 
            info@westchesterperformingarts.com 
 
The Westchester Ballet Center focuses on technique and a strong 
ballet foundation which carries through all genres of dance.  We help 
develop confidence and a positive self image through dance. 

 

*** Our Fall Semester begins on Monday, September 11th *** 
 

 
Come see our 2017 Summer Intensive Showcase on  

Thursday, August 3rd at 7:00 pm at the Yorktown Stage! 
Tickets are $10 at the door.  

 

Only settle for the best ....
Westchester Ballet Center for the Performing Arts ....

There is only one way to study dance ... "The Right Way"
The Westchester Ballet Center focuses on technique and a strong ballet foundation 
which carries through all genres of dance. Confidence and a positive self image is 
developed through dance at the Westchester Ballet Center.

Tom Thumb Campus- 1949 E Main St., Mohegan Lake, NY - Nancy Brophy Owner/Director

Operating Hours: 7am-6pm
2:15 or 3:15 dismissal programs available

We are a school!

www.tomthumbpreschool.com

1/2 Day/Full Day  
Programs Available Helping to build Healthy Bodies and Strong Minds.

Directors: Teodora Cepoi-Olympic Silver Medalist
Sorin Cepoi-Twice Olympic Competitor

Tom Brophy-Club Manager

SUMMER CLASSES
Preschool, Recreational and Team Classes Available

www.dynamicgym.com
914-528-5437

The Stay & Play Club is a fun, active 
and safe environment for Elementary 

school aged children after school.

Located on the

914-528-5600

914-528-5600

Hours: Before Elementary School 
Starting at 7AM

 After Elementary school 
till 6PM

Back to School Guide



August 8 - August 14, 2017www.TheExaminerNews.com 13

Have you ever heard the 
word “fake” more often in 
your life? While most of it is 
concentrated in our political 
arena pointing toward the 
media, one area where you 
wouldn’t have heard it in a 
long time would be concerning 
finishes in the home.  

Referred to in French as 
“faux,” fake finishes on walls 
and furnishings were all the 
rage 15 years ago when I 
first started writing about all 
matters of home interest, from 
sales to decorating. 

At that time, do-it-yourself 
projects in the home were 
running wild, and faux 
techniques were chief among them, but 
today, I never see evidence of them in 
homes and never read about them in 
lifestyles sections of newspapers or in 
decorating magazines. It’s nowhere.

Just to confirm my conviction of its 
demise, I called the paint store Wallauer’s 
in Mohegan Lake. A young man named 
Brian Tompkins picked up the phone and, 
admittedly new to the business, was able 
to immediately confirm that, yes, sales 
of faux products were dead. “There’s no 

interest in our faux products at 
all,” he said without hesitation, 
and didn’t fumble for a second 
to offer two reasons why: “The 
materials are expensive and 
it’s also expensive to have the 
work done if you don’t do it 
yourself.”

I also checked with my 
painter of choice, Joe Pascarelli. 
“It’s true,” he said, when I laid 
out my suspicions, “People just 
don’t want those treatments 
anymore, just like wallpaper 
isn’t in anymore.  Trends 
come and go, and faux work 
is definitely out. Today, people 
want more neutral, lighter 
treatments and faux is thought 

of darker and heavier. Also, it’s very 
expensive to do. I used to have a woman 
on call who did very good faux work, but 
there’s just no demand for it anymore.”  

Pascarelli added that his clients also 
want to expand their space, rather than 
diminish it. “Faux uses multiple colors 
which make the space busier and smaller 
instead of larger and brighter. I always use 
white for trim and it just wouldn’t go with 
the darker faux walls.”

When I was younger, my bent toward 

do-it-yourself projects must have carried 
over to my interest in attempting faux 
finishes. Also, it correlated to my living 
in new apartments with broad spans of 
boring white walls that needed something 
to liven them up. That’s when I took to 
cutting out my own early-American 
stencils from manila folders, oiling up the 
paper so that they wouldn’t be absorbent, 
and dabbing paint into the stencils along 
the perimeters of the rooms of my first 
abodes.  

In one case, I even stenciled the walls 
of a walk-in closet, admittedly to try out 
my skills before I did a main room. I must 
have had a lot of free time on my hands in 
those early days!

When I bought my own homes, I 
progressed from that first foolproof 
attempt at faux to a more adventuresome 
freehand project, the marbleizing of a 
fireplace mantelpiece. In a word, it was 
disaster. I tried my best to imitate the 
striations found in black marble with 
white and rust veins and the end result 
was that it might as well have been done by 
a five-year-old in kindergarten. But, I had 
spent so much money in the materials, 
not to mention the time and effort, that 
I let the project stay in place until the day 
I sold the house. I don’t know if the new 

owners mercifully covered it over.  
A more successful project at faux I tried 

was wood graining, but that was easier 
because there was a handy device that 
basically, dipped in glaze, did the graining 
work for me.  

Considering that faux projects began 
literally with history itself from the time 
of decorating cave walls to personalize 
and decorate our surroundings, it would 
be a shame if faux disappeared from our 
decorating lexicon completely. But that 
may just be the case. It just may surrender 
to our preference for light, airy and neutral 
surroundings that offer us a background 
for décor that is more transportable from 
one place to the other.  

Only time will tell, but in the meantime, 
let’s face it, it’s easier, quicker and cheaper 
– not to mention lighter and airier -- to 
slap on a fresh coat of paint with a roller 
and brush. And for those who want help 
with that, you can call Joe Pascarelli at 
(914) 330-3889.

Primavera is a Realtor® associated with 
William Raveis Real Estate and Founder 
of Primavera Public Relations, Inc. (www.
PrimaveraPR.com). His real estate site is 
www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com. To engage 
the services of The Home Guru to market 
your home for sale, call (914) 522-2076.

The history of 
wine production 
and distribution 
is one of extreme 
dedication to 
fine wines and of 
notorious frauds 
and scandals. 
While these events 
are somewhat 
polarized, there are 

far greater sensational tales of excess and 
avarice strewn throughout the pages of 
the thousands of years of wine production 
than there are of the numerous 
winemakers and distributors who have 
quietly contributed to the successes of the 
modern day wine industry.

For every success story of a family-
owned winery that reached recognition 
following generations of toiling 
in the vineyard and winery, there 
are multiple tales of individuals 
bent on get-rich-quick schemes that 
capitalize on the gullibility of wine 
connoisseurs and consumers.

I’ve been reporting on a number 
of these successes and frauds since 
I began penning this column 
nearly ten years ago. 

One of my favorite success 
stories is that of Joe Wagner. 
A fifth generation California 
winemaker, he experimented 
with his own brand in 2006, 
attempting to make his own 
distinctive mark in the wine 

industry. Utilizing 
uncanny marketing skills, 
he built his brand, Meiomi 
Pinot Noir, into one of 
the hottest-selling Pinot 
Noirs in the United States 
in just six years. In 2015, 
he sold the brand name 
to Constellation Brands for $315 million. 
That’s right, the brand name – no owned 
vineyards and no capital assets. 

I’ve also reported on several frauds. 
Counterfeiters permeate the landscape 

of the high-end collectors market. One of 
the most famous was Rudy Kurniawan, 
who bilked wealthy collectors of tens of 
millions of dollars, simply by ingratiating 
himself into their inner circle with 
genuine rare and sought-after wines, 

then blatantly selling them seemingly 
identical wines made in his kitchen. 
I recommend a recently published 
book that brilliantly documents 

Mr. Kurniawan’s exploits - “In Vino 
Duplicitas: The Rise 

and Fall of a 
Wine Forger 

Extraordinaire,” 
written 

by Peter 
Hellman, 

a 
fellow 

member of the Wine Media 
Guild. A documentary 
movie I enjoyed - “Sour 
Grapes” - is available on 
Netflix. 

Frauds by criminals 
intent on profiting at the 
expense of the unsuspecting 

average consumer are numerous and 
legendary. In 1985, Austrian wine 
producers added diethylene glycol (a toxic 
chemical used to produce anti-freeze) to 
enhance the flavor and body of over one 
million gallons of wine. The perpetrators 
were discovered, arrested and convicted.

The following year, several producers in 
the Piedmont region of Italy were found 
to have tainted inexpensive table wines 
with the chemical methanol, which may 
cause blindness and death. As in the 
Austrian scandal, the perpetrators were 
discovered, arrested and convicted – but 
not before 20 consumers died and dozens 
more were hospitalized. 

New frauds continually crop up, but 
rarely involving health risks. Just last 
week I read of a French company that 
perpetrated a fraud on unsuspecting 
consumers. The chairman of a large 
bulk-wine company, Raphaël Michel, 
was arrested for blending common table 
wines from various regions and selling 
them as premium wines from two famous 
French wine regions. The company’s 
business model is to buy grapes or 
fermented wine juice from grape growers 
in bulk, blend these wines and sell them 

onward to bottlers. It purchases from 
over 4,000 growers in the Rhône Valley, 
Provence, Languedoc-Roussillon, Chile 
and Argentina. 

The company had a long, reputable 
history, dating to its founding in 1899. 
However, for the past four years it is 
alleged to have produced and sold over 
40 million bottles of falsely labeled, lower 
quality, generic wines as originating from 
the highly regarded Côtes du Rhône 
and Châteauneuf-du-Pape regions. 
This has created turmoil in the market 
for these wines. Local producers are 
concerned for their ongoing reputation 
and viability; regulators are embarrassed; 
and consumers are reeling from the 
humiliation that they were duped into 
believing inferior wines had become their 
favorite premium wines.

Wine, by definition and history, is an 
ever-changing - and highly individualized 
- product that is judged in the eye of 
the beholder. Devious fraudsters will 
invariably find willing consumers with 
blindfolds firmly affixed.

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 20 years 
he has conducted numerous wine tastings 
and lectures. Nick is a member of the 
Wine Media Guild of wine writers. He 
also offers personalized wine tastings 
and wine travel services. Nick’s credo: 
continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

In A Time of So Much “Fake,” Where Did “Faux” Go?

Reflections on the Omnipresent Successes and Frauds in the Wine Industry

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine
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ADOPTION
Happily married couple want to provide 
a secure future to newborn. Uncondition-
al love, Top notch education. Expenses 
paid. Contact Sarah & Roly†(646) 342-
4539. Se habla espanol! adoptivefami-
lyNYC@gmail.com

ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL  
AARON AT 914-654-1683

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

COLLECTABLES
TOP CASH PAID INSTANTLY FOR 
COLLECTIBLES! -WE BUY Baseball 
Cards, Autographs, Records,   Silver 
Coins, Golf Items, Art, Jewelry, Comics 
Etc., Call Jim Today @ 914-310-5153

FARMING
GOT LAND? Our Hunters will Pay Top 
$$$ To hunt your land. Call for a Free info 
packet & Quote. 1-866-309-1507 www.
BaseCampLeasing.com

GOLD/SILVER WANTED
HIGHEST PRICE$ PAID - Visit West-
chester’s Top Buyer for Gold, Silver, 
Diamonds, Coins & Currency, Watches, 
Jewelry. Licensed, Professional, No Ap-

pointment Necessary. Tuesdays-Satur-
days 10am-6pm, Mt. Kisco Gold & Sil-
ver, 139E Main Street. 914-244-9500 

HEALTH
SILDENAFIL Active Chemical in VI-
AGRA 20mg, 30 Tablets for $35. By 
Greenstone, a Pfizer Company. Rye Beach 
Pharmacy- Rye, NY. 914-967-0856, Ext 5ñ 
Can FedEx. RyeRx.com; info@ryerx.com

HELP WANTED
AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here! Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7094

LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF AC-
CENTS DRAPERY & INTERIORS 
LLC. Articles of organization filed with 
Secretary of State of New York on April 
14, 2017. Office in Westchester County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to 
Mary Jimenez, 527 Halstead Ave Mama-
roneck, NY 10543. Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LABOY 
CONSTRUCTION LLC.  Arts. Of Org. 
filed with the Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on 06/27/2017.  Office Lo-
cation: Westchester County.  SSNY has 
been designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail a copy of process to: c/o 
LABOY CONSTRUCTION LLC, 65 
Winchester Avenue, Peekskill, New York 
10566.  Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF WNW 
HOLDINGS, LLC. Arts of Org filed with 
Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 6/15/2017. 

Office loc: Westchester. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: CT Corpo-
ration System, 111 Eighth Avenue, New 
York, NY 10011. Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION of JMD Se-
curity LLC. Articles of Organization filed 
with the Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 05/18/2017.  Location: West-
chester County. SSNY designated as agent 
for service of process on LLC. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process to: Joseph DeCan-
dia, 35 Aspen Road New Rochelle, NY 
10804.  Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF MUD-
DY PAWS DOG AND CAT COM-
PANIONS, LLC, filed with SSNY on 
4/20/2017. Office location: Westchester 
County. SSNY designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to Legalinc Corporate 
Services Inc, 1967 Wehrle Drive, Suite 
I-086, Buffalo, NY 14421. Purpose: any 
lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
SOUNDSHOREPHOTO, LLC. Articles 
of Organization filed with the Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 03/22/17. 
Office loc: Westchester County.  SSNY has 
bee designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process to: 3 West End 
Place, Harrison, NY 10528. Purpose: 
Any lawful acts.

LEGAL NOTICE NOTICE OF FOR-
MATION OF A LIMITED LIABILITY 
COMPANY (LLC) BRITTANY DIG-
NAN CONSULTING LLC dba NEAT 
Method. Articles of organization filed 
with the Secretary of State of New York 
on 5/31/2017. Office Location: Westches-
ter County. SSNY has been designated,  
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
a copy of process to: 15 Winslow Rd, 
White Plains, NY 10606. Purpose: any 
lawful purpose. Latest date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No specific date.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF JAM-
PAGANZA PROPERTIES, LLC. Arts of 
Org filed with Secy of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 06/20/2017. Office loc: Westchester 
County. SSNY designated as agent upon 
whom process against it may be served 
and shall mail process to the principal 
business address: c/o United States Corp 
Agents, Inc., 7014 13th Avenue, Ste. 
202. Brooklyn, NY 11228.  The business 
address is 58 Caryl Ave, Yonkers, NY  
10705. The purpose of this LLC is to en-
gage in a lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF BAY-
VIEW COTTEGES, LLC filed with the 
Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on June 09, 

2017.  Office location: Putnam County.  
SSNY designated as   agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served.   
SSNY shall mail process to Bryan and 
Janet Weed, 50 Laurel Road, Lake Peek-
skill, NY 10537.  Purpose: any lawful 
purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
NOSHINKU, LLC. Arts of Org filed with 
Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 06/28/2017. 
Office loc: Westchester. SSNY designated 
as agent upon whom process against it 
may be served and shall mail process to 
the principal business address: 46 Usonia 
Rd., Pleasantville, NY 10570. Purpose: 
any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF FUND-
ING FOR TEAMS LLC. Articles of Or-
ganization filed with Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on January 18, 2017. 
Office in Westchester County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to:  Jonathan 
Goldman, 5 Bradys Farm Road, Gold-
ens Bridge, NY 10526. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF A LIM-
ITED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC).  
The name of the LLC is:  3465 White 
Plains Pizza, LLC. Articles of Organiza-
tion were filed with the Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) office on:  6/30/2017. 
The County in which the Office is to be 
located:  Westchester. The SSNY is des-
ignated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served.  The ad-
dress to which the SSNY  shall mail a copy 
of any process against the LLC is:  21600 
Sacajawea Rd. Sedalia, MO  65301.  Pur-
pose:  any lawful activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF EM-
PIRE ASSET GROUP LLC, ARTS OF 
ORG filed with the Secy of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 07/19/2017. Office loc: West-
chester. SSNY designated as agent upon 
whom process against it may be served 
and shall mail process to the principal 
business address: 6 Brookridge Road, 
New Rochelle, NY 10804. Purpose: any 
lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF PROP-
ERTY SOLUTIONS PLUS, LLC. Arts. of 
Org. filed with SSNY on 01/03/2017. Of-
fice location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to Joseph Mulvihill, 72 Congress 
Street, Harrison, NY 10528. Purpose: 
any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE IS GIVEN HEREBY PUR-
SUANT TO THE NEW YORK STATE 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL 
LAW, that 325 S Riverside Restaurant 
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Corp., Serial Numbers 1304048, 1304049, 
has applied for licenses to sell wine, cider, 
and beer for on-premises consumption 
doing business as UMAMI, located at 
325 S. Riverside Ave., Croton-on-Hud-
son, NY 10520.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 3 THE 
CROWS NEST LLC. Arts of Org. filed 
with Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY) on 
5/16/2017. Office in Westchester County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of the 

LLC upon whom process against it may be 
served, SSNY shall mail process to: David 
B. Petshaft, P.C., 222 Bloomingdale Rd. 
Suite 116 White Plains, New York 10605. 
Purpose: any lawful activity.

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

MISC FOR SALE
DIATOMACEOUS EARTH-FOOD 
GRADE 100% Use to Protect Garden 
Plants. Use in Animal Feed & More. 
OMRI Listed-Meets Organic Use Stan-
dards. BUY ONLINE ONLY: homede-
pot.com

REAL ESTATE
GREENE COUNTY LAND SALE! AUG 
12TH! 7 ac- $39,900. 10 ac- $49,900. 34 
ac- $79,900. 8 wooded homesites, 20 mins 
So. of Albany. Stonewalls, private setting. 
Twn rd, utils! Terms avail. Call 888-905- 
8847 to register.

AUCTION REAL PROPERTY TAX 
FORECLOSURES ESSEX COUNTY. 
Selling properties August 30 @ 11AM. 
Held at Best Western Plus, Ticonderoga 
Inn & Suites, Ticonderoga. 800-243-0061 
AAR, Inc. Free brochure: www.NYSAuc-
tions.com

Land Bargains SCHENECTADY 
COUNTY TOWN OF DUANESBURG 
14.7 acres views $41,000. 7.1 acres views 
$29,000. 2.9 acres views $24,000. Owner 
Financing www.helderbergrealty.com 
(518) 861-6541 or (518) 256-6344

VACATION RENTALS
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ par-

tial weeks. Call for FREE brochure. Open 
daily. Holiday Resort Services. 1-800-
638-2102. Online reservations: www.holi-
dayoc.com. 5% base rent discount- use 
code NYPS17-2. Ends Oct-01-2017

WANTED TO BUY
Buying Diamonds, gold, silver, antique 
and modern jewelry, better furs, U.S. and 
foreign coins, paintings, bronzes, com-
plete estates. Highest prices paid. Call 
914-260-8783 for appointment.

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup
  ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles
  Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs
or financial information, visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

WheelsForWishes.org
Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 

or e-mail classifieds@
theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline is 
Thursdays at 5pm for the 
next week’s publication

Ann Marie Bogholtz
Ann Marie Bogholtz of Mahopac, died 

on Friday, July 28, at the age of 88. She 
was born in Newport, RI, the daughter of 
Walter and Agnes Mary (Sullivan) Wright. 
She is survived by her husband Richard 
Bogholtz, Jr., her children Lois, Richard, 
and Joseph Bogholtz, her grandchildren 
Kim, Shannon, Lauren, and Alec; and 3 
great grandchildren. 

Frances Altomare
Frances Altomare of Mahopac, died on 

July 28, after a fierce battle with cancer; 
she was 70 years old. She was born in 
New York City on October 21, 1946, the 
daughter of Patsy and Rose (Madonia) 
Cappolla. Fran worked as an admissions 
director at Somers Manor Nursing Home 
for over 30 years. Fran is survived by 
her husband Nick, her son Mark Kravis, 
grandchildren Chanelle and Lea, great 
granddaughter Kenna, siblings “Guss”, 
“BB”, Vivian, and Gina; and many loving 

nieces and nephews. She was predeceased 
by her son Scott and her brother 
Pasquale(Porky).

Joseph Amodei
Joseph Amodei, 82, of Carmel, died 

peacefully with his family by his side on 
July 31 at his residence. Mr. Amodei was 
born on March 19, 1935, to Joseph and 
Concetta Amodei in Brooklyn, NY.  On 
December 5, 1974 he married the love 
of his life and best friend, Diane Dupler 
Sklar in Long Island. Before he retired he 
worked as a Plumbing Foreman for Jacobi 
Hospital in the Bronx. In his spare time, 
Joseph enjoyed fishing; he had a passion 
for acting and loved playing softball in his 
younger days.  He will be well remembered 
for his love and devotion to family and 
friends. He is survived by his devoted 
wife of 42 years Diane, his children and 
cherished grandchildren.  He is also 
survived by his brother Anthony “Tony” 
Amodei of Whitestone.  

Obituaries
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Recycle:  Do you have old eyeglasses 
that you no longer need? Why not 
donate them to the Carmel-Kent Lions 
Club for recycling to needy individuals 
throughout the world. Drop off locations 
in the Carmel hamlet: George’s Place 
Restaurant 36 Gleneida Avenue.  Gold’s 
Gym Shoprite Plaza. Shell Gas Station 
1923 Route 6. Raymond Opticians.  
Putnam Plaza Shopping Center

Saturdays: 
Teacher Appreciation Days August 

to October. The Friends of Kent Library 
will be holding  Teacher Appreciation 
Day in the Book Seller of the Kent Public 
Library, 17 Sybil’s Crossing, Kent Lakes  
on Saturdays, August 12, September 9,  
and October 14 from 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., 
in conjunction with their Book Cellar 
Sales.  On these days, teachers who show 
a teacher I.D.  Can fill a bag or bags with 
books for $2 each bag.  Begin a classroom 
library, or stock up on books you can give 
to your students.  Don’t forget to pick out 
a few books you’ll enjoy as well. 

New Family Services: Gilead 
Presbyterian Church. Every Third 
Saturday 5:30 p.m., the monthly service 
will feature music, a special theme for 
the services and refreshments.  You 
will find a more relaxed, friendly and 
fun atmosphere. There is a variety of 
participation of many ages. The parish is 

part of the Presbytery Church USA and 
the Presbytery of the Hudson River, led 
by the Rev. Martin McGeachy. All are 
always welcome.  For information and 
directions, visit www.gileadchurch.org or 
call 845 225-4586.

Art on Display: 
Timeless: an invitational exhibit 

celebrating accomplished artists and their 
art. August 13-27, 2017 opening reception 
& meet the artists: Sunday, August 13, 3 
p.m.-5 p.m., Over 20 local artists will be 
featured in our August Exhibit, including 
well known Mahopac  artists Adrienne 
Cullom, Sergio Gonzalez-Tornero & JoJo 
Maxwell, A. Eric Arctander Gallery @ 
the Belle Levine Art Center, Mahopac. 
Gallery hours: Sunday, August 20th & 
27th 1-4 or by appointment. 

Tuesday. August 8 
Get Ready for the Solar Eclipse:  On 

Monday, August 21, a rare partial eclipse of 
the sun will occur across North America. 
The entire United States will witness at 
least 50% of the sun obscured by the 
moon. The 100km path, where the moon 
will completely cover the sun and the sun’s 
tenuous atmosphere - the corona - can be 
seen, will stretch from Lincoln Beach, 
Oregon to Charleston, South Carolina. 
In our area, we will see approximately 
70% of the sun covered during the time 
frame of 1:23-4 p.m., Learn more about 

the Solar Eclipse at a talk at Mahopac 
Public Library on Tuesday, August 8 at 7 
p.m. Paul Alimena from the Westchester 
Amateur Astronomers group will discuss 
the eclipse phenomenon and share his 
experiences in the moon’s shadow.  This 
talk is appropriate for ages 10 through 
adult; all attendees will receive one pair 
of eclipse-viewing glasses.  Registration 
is requested; register online at www.
mahopaclibrary.org, or call 845-628-
2009, ext. 100.

Traveling Teen Reporters: 10 a.m., 
Learn how to be a good reporter and ask 
the right questions. Discover fascinating 
stories about the people who work and live 
in your community. We meet at Mahopac 
Library also August 15. August 9 will meet 
at the  William Koehler Memorial Senior 
Center, 180 US-6, Mahopac at 10am. 
The teens will all work together to gather 
facts and put together some great stories. 
Attendance at all three meetings required. 
Register online at www.mahopaclibrary.
org.

Tightrope: One Man’s Struggle 
Balancing a Life Between Mario Cuomo 
& his Mobster Brother/ Author to Appear 
30 Oscawana Lake Road, at 7 p.m., Open 
to the public, to discuss his new book, 
“Tightrope: Balancing a Life Between 
Mario Cuomo and My Brother.” The story, 
while focusing on the struggle of his one 
Italian-American family, is a universal one 
that applies to many immigrant families 
and their journeys, and the negative 
consequences of stereotyping and divided 
loyalties.  Villano will also talk about his 
vast experience in New York politics and 
the politics of today.

Wednesday, August 9 
Poetry Workshop with Anne Graue. 

6:30 p.m., in this workshop, participants 
will be asked to create and share new 
poems each month.  Poetry will be read 
and discussed, providing feedback in 
a format that is aimed to be helpful 
to each poet in honing his/her craft. 
Contemporary and classic poetry will 
be discussed as part of an exploration 
of poetic elements and how they work 
together to form meaning in this 
expressive art form. This workshop will 
continue on the 2nd Wednesday of each 
month; registration is requested, drop-ins 
welcome.  Visit www.mahopaclibrary.org 
for more information.

Thursday. August 10 
Children’s End of Summer Reading 

Ice Cream Party at Mahopac Library.  
Stop by anytime between 4:30 p.m. & 6 
p.m. to make your own sundae! Celebrate 
with ice cream, yummy toppings, and play 
fun games! You must qualify to receive 

a ticket in order to register for the Ice 
Cream Party by completing a minimum 
of one Summer Reading Club Time Log-
-cross out or color all the boxes on your 
Reading Time Log (read a total of 4 hours) 
to receive your ticket! Children in Grades 
5 and under must be accompanied in 
the building by a responsible adult (over 
the age of 18) who must remain in the 
library for the duration of this program.  
Sponsored by Friends of MPL.  Register 
online at www.mahopaclibrary.org, or call 
845-628-2009, ext. 100.

Saturday. August 12
Craft Fair:  noon – 4 p.m., Cardsmart 

and Gifts Of Mahopac. 2 Clark Place, 
Mahopac. Come meet the fabulous artists 
that create the items we have at Cardsmart 
and Gifts Of Mahopac. Gifts available for 
purchase. For more info: 845-628-0300 
or on Facebook: Cardsmart and Gifts of 
Mahopac

Sunday, August 13
Fiesta Tea:  11 a.m., - 1 p.m.,    Celebrate 

building a better world this summer at 
Reed Library.  Music, tea, sweets, snacks, 
stories, piñata, fun for everyone!  Please 
call the library to register, 845-225-2439.  

Tompkins Corners Cultural Center 
presents Mississippi FIiddle Tunes with 
Harry Bolick and Nathan Bontrager: 
4 p.m. Harry Bolick performs on fiddle, 
octave fiddle, guitar and sings. He will be 
sharing many tunes and songs unheard 
since they were collected in manuscript 
form in Mississippi in the 1930s, along 
with engaging stories of the history of 
their collection and sources.  Special guest 
Nathan Bontrager will accompany Harry 
on cello. We will follow the concert with 
a potluck dinner. All welcome. And then 
an evening of Old-time fiddle tunes jam 
session. Bring your instruments along 
and join the fun. The suggested donation 
for the concert is $15, or pay what you 
can. Please reserve your space at http://
www.tompkinscorners.org/reservations.
html.  Tompkins Corners Cultural Center 
is located a mile west of the Taconic 
Parkway at 729 Peekskill Hollow Road in 
Putnam Valley.  For more information, 
send an email to info@tompkinscorners.
org or leave a message at 845 528-7280.

Tuesday, August 15
Spotlight Family Support Group:  

Mahopac Library, Periodical Room 6:45 
p.m. -8 p.m.  This is a guided recurring 
support group for family and friends 
suffering with the effects of a loved one 
that has a problem with drugs or alcohol.  
For more information contact Drug 
Crisis in our Backyard 845-842-1212. No 
registration is required

Hike Putnam with Cornell 
Extension’s Master Gardeners

Join Cornell Cooperative Extension’s Master Gardener Volunteers 
on Saturday August 12 as the 4th, in a 6 week series, of guided hikes 
throughout Putnam County that will continue to, and include, October’s 
hike.  The upcoming hike takes place at Hawk Rock in Kent. The tour 
guide will point out highlights along the way—describing the vegetation, 
wildlife, and invasive species that threaten our natural resources, as well 
as historical significance of the area—in addition to answering questions 
from the audience. 

All hikes will take place the second Saturday of each month with 
a rain date the following Sunday.  Each hike lasts between 1 1/2 and 3 
hours depending on the location and the walking speed of the group.  
Participants are advised to wear long pants, socks, hiking boots or sturdy 
sneakers with treads, insect repellant, long sleeves, and hats to protect 
against ticks.  In addition, hikers should bring a backpack with water, 
appropriate trail snacks, and a bagged lunch – keeping in mind that all 
parks are take in, take out. 

Though these hikes are free, reservations are necessary and space 
is limited.  For the complete Hike Putnam Calendar and reservation 
instructions, please visit Putnam County’s Cornell Cooperative Extension 
website: putnam.cce.cornell.edu/events or call 845-278-6738. Youth 
under 18 are welcome but must be accompanied by a parent or guardian. 
All hikers will need to sign a waiver. Join Cornell Cooperative Extension 
of Putnam County’s Master Gardener Volunteers in a healthy, stress-
reducing activity in beautiful Putnam County. 

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.com
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Putnam Valley G Ryan Basso glides the lane en route to a game-high 23 points for the Tigers in a decisive 68-49 victory over visiting Ossining last Tuesday night when the Tigers improved to 4-4 and the Pride 
fell to 1-4... see Boys’ Hoops Notebook

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

Can’t 
Lasso 
Basso!
Put Valley 
Routs  
Ossining,
68-49

THE
REAL

McKAY

Top MLB Prospect Brendan McKay
Makes Another Impressive Start
for the Hudson Valley Renegades
on Sunday at Dutchess Stadium
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At Home, Renegades Split Weekend Set  
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Members of  the Shrub Oak Athletic Club 11U team pose with their team banner after battling back 
in the consolation bracket to defeat Cortlandt and win the consy bracket in the Greater Hudson 
Valley Baseball League last Sunday in Danbury.The East Coast Mavericks proved to be the top team for their age group in the Hudson Valley this 

year, winning the 10U division summer season of  the Greater Hudson Valley baseball league. The 
East Coast Mavericks 10U “A” team won another GHVBL championship on July 30th at Rogers Field 
in Danbury, CT. They had an amazing season led by Coach Anthony Sabatello. They went 9-3 in the 
regular season and soared through the playoffs beating Greenwich and then #1 seed, Somers, 
to get to the championship game against The East Fishkill Patriots. The outstanding pitching, 
defense, and offense led them to a 3-2 victory over Fishkill. “Every single one of  these players 
has the drive, the talent and the love of  baseball.  I couldn’t ask for a better group of  boys,” said 
Coach Sabatello.  The players are mostly from Yorktown and Cortlandt. Players pictured from left to 
right: Anthony Sabatello, Jake Rodrigues, Andrew Weinbaum, Dylan Merola, Rory O’Connor, Anthony 
Frobose, Mark Moccia, Gianni Generoso, Dean Sewall, Jason Douglas, Devin Diaz and Thomas 
Costello. Coaches from left to right: Coach Weinbaum, Coach Moccia, Head Coach Sabatello and 
Coach Sewall.

11U SOAC Storm 
Battle Back for 

GHVBL Consy Title

Mavericks of 10U 
Top All in Greater 

Hudson Valley

The Renegades’ Taylor Walls hits a foul ball down the right-field line in Sunday’s 
game at Dutchess Stadium.

The Renegades’ Angel Perez hits the brakes 
between second and third base in Saturday night’s 
3-2 victory.

Isaac Benard of  the Renegades sends a pitch down the 
left-field line as he bats in Saturday’s 3-2 extra-inning 
win over Vermont.

Third baseman Deion Tansel stays ready as he guards 
the hot corner for the Renegades.

Hudson Valley second baseman Vidal Brujan tries to complete a double play 
as Vermont’s Javier Godard slides into the bad in Saturday evening’s game at 
Dutchess Stadium.

Vermont’s Kevin Merrell is tagged out trying to steal by Renegades 
shortstop Taylor Walls to end the top of  the sixth inning in Saturday’s 
game.  

Tobias Myers, just acquired from the Orioles’ organization, throws a 
pitch on his 19th birthday during Saturday night’s game vs. Vermont.

 Renegades second baseman Vidal Brujan tags out Vermont’s Payton Squier on a steal 
attempt in the third inning of  the Lake Monsters’ 9-1 win. 

Hudson Valley catcher Zac Law throws to first to complete a strikeout 
in Sunday’s game. His second-inning homer accounted for the only 
Renegade run. 
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East Coast Mavericks 10U “A” team won another GHVBL championship on July 30th at Rogers Field 
in Danbury, CT. They had an amazing season led by Coach Anthony Sabatello. They went 9-3 in the 
regular season and soared through the playoffs beating Greenwich and then #1 seed, Somers, 
to get to the championship game against The East Fishkill Patriots. The outstanding pitching, 
defense, and offense led them to a 3-2 victory over Fishkill. “Every single one of  these players 
has the drive, the talent and the love of  baseball.  I couldn’t ask for a better group of  boys,” said 
Coach Sabatello.  The players are mostly from Yorktown and Cortlandt. Players pictured from left to 
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game at Dutchess Stadium.

The Renegades’ Angel Perez hits the brakes 
between second and third base in Saturday night’s 
3-2 victory.

Isaac Benard of  the Renegades sends a pitch down the 
left-field line as he bats in Saturday’s 3-2 extra-inning 
win over Vermont.

Third baseman Deion Tansel stays ready as he guards 
the hot corner for the Renegades.
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as Vermont’s Javier Godard slides into the bad in Saturday evening’s game at 
Dutchess Stadium.

Vermont’s Kevin Merrell is tagged out trying to steal by Renegades 
shortstop Taylor Walls to end the top of  the sixth inning in Saturday’s 
game.  

Tobias Myers, just acquired from the Orioles’ organization, throws a 
pitch on his 19th birthday during Saturday night’s game vs. Vermont.

 Renegades second baseman Vidal Brujan tags out Vermont’s Payton Squier on a steal 
attempt in the third inning of  the Lake Monsters’ 9-1 win. 

Hudson Valley catcher Zac Law throws to first to complete a strikeout 
in Sunday’s game. His second-inning homer accounted for the only 
Renegade run. 
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NOT
EVEN

CLOSE

Vermont’s Logan Farrar Easily Steals Second Base
as the Renegades’ Vidal Brujan Fields a Wide Throw
in Sunday’s Lopsided Victory by the Lake Monsters
in a NY-Penn League Game at Dutchess Stadium
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