
By David Propper
The three-way race for the Office of 

Putnam County Sheriff might soon only 
be a two-candidate competition after 
Republican Andrew DeStefano was 
knocked off the ballot last week. 

DeStefano’s Republican petitions 
would have placed him on the ballot for 
a September primary against incumbent 
Republican Sheriff Don Smith, but after 
those petitions were challenged, his 
campaign has hit a possible fatal end. The 
county’s Board of Elections tossed out 
more than 700 signatures DeStefano and 
his campaign team collected last week 
putting him below the limit needed to 
have his name on the ballot, according to 
the Board of Elections. 

Garrison resident Robert Langley is 
running on the Democratic side. His 
upstart campaign collected the most 
petition signatures with more than 1,800. 

Republican Board of Elections 
Commissioner Tony Scannapieco said 
objections and specifications filed 
by Putnam Democratic Committee 
chairman Jim Borkowski resulted in 729 
signatures being tossed. DeStefano, who 
collected 1,302 signatures, was left with 
only 573 valid signatures. 

The petition to get on the ballot for a 
countywide race requires at least 1,000 
signatures, Scannapieco said.

Scannapieco said there were “a lot of 

issues” with DeStefano’s petitions. 
“He’s probably going to court and 

we’ll see what happens from there,” 
Scannapieco said last Friday. 

And Scannapieco is correct. Late 
afternoon Monday, DeStefano filed in 
Putnam County Court to get himself 
reinstated. He claims the board of 
elections threw out perfectly good 
signatures because of a slight technicality. 

Putnam Valley attorney John Zarcone 
is representing DeStefano. 

He wasn’t sure before the weekend 
if he would take the issue to court, but 
said Monday evening the law is on his 
campaign’s side. DeStefano added a lot 
of voters would be “disenfranchised” if 
he were ruled off the Republican primary 
ballot. 

“I’m going against several different 
forces,” DeStefano said. “There are 
several groups that would not like to see 
a primary.”

Borkowski said DeStefano’s petitions 
were “unbelievably sloppy.” He called 
DeStefano’s petition issues “especially 
shocking” considering DeStefano was 
arrested in 2009 for petition forgery 
when he ran for sheriff. DeStefano, after 
pleading guilty, later won his appeal and 
his conviction was vacated. 

“You would think he would be more 
careful,” Borkowski said. 

By David Propper
Putnam County Sheriff Don Smith 

had to check into the cardiac ICU after a 
medical scare more than a week ago, but 
is expected to make a full recovery, the 
sheriff ’s office divulged last week.

On July 22, Smith attended a fundraiser 
for recently deceased investigator Mark 
Gilmore’s family and deputy sheriff 
Michael Schmidt, who is cancer stricken. 
During that fundraiser, Smith wasn’t 
feeling well and went to the emergency 
room at Putnam Hospital Center in 
the afternoon, said captain William 
McNamara in a press release. He stayed 
there overnight and by Sunday afternoon 
was taken to Yale-New Haven Cardiac 
Care Unit after being referred by PHC 
doctors.

During his hospital stay, Smith has 
spoken with members of the sheriff ’s staff 
and is in very high spirits, McNamara 
said in the press release. Smith expressed 
gratitude to the doctors, nurses and 
other staff at PHC for the “outstanding, 
professional and kind care” he received 
and is thankful for the referral to Yale-
New Haven because it is “one of the best 
hospitals on the planet for the kind of 
specialized level of care” he needs. 

McNamara relayed that Smith said he 
and his doctors expect him to make a “full 
and complete recovery” and is looking 
forward to being at “100 percent capacity 
in the very near future.” He also conveyed 
his appreciation to all the people that 
expressed concern and well wishes for 
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4-H Fair Success for 
46th Year in a Row

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO

For the 46th consecutive year, the Putnam County 4-H Fair brought sunny weather and a 
good time for everyone involved at Veterans Memorial Park. With hundreds of  volunteers 
and thousands of  visitors, the country fair, hosted by the county’s Cornell Cooperative 
Extension, had a little of  everything, including food, live entertainment, farm animals, 
historical reenactments, and games for youths. Cutting the ribbon to open the 4-H Fair was 
Nan Ernst, who was this year’s service award winner. Surrounded by elected officials from 
the state, county and local level, the fair kicked Friday afternoon and last until Sunday. For 
more on Ernst’s incredible volunteerism, go to page 5 and for more photos of  the fair, go 
to pages 10 and 11. 

DeStefano Off Sheriff’s 
Ballot, Vows to Appeal

Smith Admitted to ICU, Full Recovery Expected
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Sheriff  Don Smith at a press conference several weeks ago.
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By David Propper
A rope rescue team is on the path to 

be formalized in Putnam County that 
would add another arm to the Bureau 
of Emergency Services with a vote 
scheduled Aug. 1 (tonight) at the county 
Legislature’s full meeting on whether to 
go forward with the initiative. 

During a protective services committee 
meeting two weeks ago, emergency 
services commissioner Tony Sutton said 
there is a growing need in the county 
for technical rescues and urged county 
legislators to push forward with the plan.

The county applied for a $150,000 

security grant and spent roughly $80,000 
equipping and developing the capabilities 
of a rope rescue team. The county would 
start with rope rescue, Sutton said, as the 
first building block to an overall technical 
rescue team. 

There is a lot of interest from people 
that want to be part of the team, he noted 
and outside trainers would be hired to 
teach them. Volunteers from towns in 
Putnam can be part of the county team 
and receive the same insurance benefits 
as those county employees, Sutton said.

Right now local fire departments and 
the parks department handle the rescue 

operations the rope team would take over. 
Sutton said the training for rope rescue 
is intensive and would include possible 
rescues from tight spaces, water and 
tricky angles perhaps on a mountain. 

“You read all the time about what’s 
happening on Breakneck,” Sutton said, 
referring to the ridge in Philipstown “For 
people who climb the mountain or people 
who fall into confined spaces, it’s matter 
of (the rescuers) having the training and 
knowledge to not make yourself another 
victim trying to save somebody.”

Legislator Barbara Scuccimarra, who 
represents the district in Philipstown 
where the rope team would likely be most 
needed, said the local fire department is 
up there every weekend rescuing hikers 
on Breakneck Ridge. She said the county 
rope team would alleviate stress on the 
local volunteers. 

“It’s taking a toll on that fire department,” 
Scuccimarra said. “There’s only a certain 
amount of volunteer firemen capable of 
going up that mountain so that shrinks 
the pool considerably.” 

Legislator Dini LoBue questioned 
if the rope rescue team is just for 
incidents at Breakneck, but deputy EMS 
commissioner Bob Lipton said there are 
other instances where a rope team could 
be needed. Westchester County and 
Orange County both have rope rescure 
teams, Sutton said, but Dutchess County 

does not. Orange comes to Putnam many 
times to assist, Sutton said. 

When asked if the help currently 
coming from other counties was 
inadequate, Sutton said it wasn’t, but 
timeliness and the familiarity of the area 
would improve rescue missions. 

“You never know what else is going on 
in the world when you need that asset so 
it’s good to have the capability in-house,” 
Sutton said.

Philipstown Councilwoman Nancy 
Montgomery,  said in an interview, the 
issue of helping visitors that get stranded 
at Breakneck Ridge has only increased. 
She doesn’t recall hiking being as popular 
as it is presently and said help needs to 
come on every level to handle it.

“It’s nationwide everywhere you go,” 
Montgomery said. “It’s a great industry, 
and it’s one of the trademarks of our town. 
There’s no denying it.”

She said Breakneck is a dangerous 
mountain to climb and too often visitors 
aren’t properly aware of the hazards they 
face. She said volunteer firefighters don’t 
have the resources to constantly help 
people getting stuck on the mountain.

“It’s always been a problem,” 
Montgomery said. “There’s always been 
that hum of the helicopter every season 
for a rescue. It’s just that it might be 
happening more often than not.”

Rope Rescue Team Starting to Formalize in Putnam
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Q:  Why is it important to have routine 
screening mammograms?
A:  Early detection with a screening mammogram 
can catch cancer years before it becomes discernible 
by touch. It is important to catch cancer earlier, 
because the size of the tumor and its stage influence 
treatment and prognosis. 

Q: During what ages should I have 
annual mammograms?  
A: Starting at age 40, this screening tool saves the 
most lives. There is no defined upper age limit to 
stop mammography. The incidence of breast cancer 
increases with age: 30 percent of invasive breast 
cancers occur in women over the age of 70. We 
recommend that annual screenings continue as 
long as the patient is in otherwise good health 
and willing to undertake additional testing if an 
abnormality is detected.

Q: How do I benefit from advanced 
breast cancer screening technologies?
A: The latest mammogram screening technology is 
the 3-D mammogram (digital mammogram with 
tomosynthesis), which lets us see through tissue 
and find more cancers than does a standard digital 

mammogram. Another newer technology is the 
supplemental screening ultrasound for dense breasts, 
which helps us evaluate dense breast tissue and masses 
seen on the mammogram by letting us distinguish 
between solid and cystic tissue. The breast MRI can be 
used to screen women at high risk for breast cancer 
due to genetic factors, family history or previous high-
risk findings, or used as an additional tool to look for 
further abnormalities in women recently diagnosed 
with cancer. Advanced imaging technologies are offered 
at Northern Westchester Hospital’s women’s imaging 
sites in Mt. Kisco and Yorktown.

Q: Should women with dense breast tissue 
receive special screenings?   
A: About 40 to 50 percent of women have dense breast 
tissue. There are two components of breast tissue: 
fatty tissue and fibroglandular tissue. Fibroglandular 
tissue appears white on a standard mammogram, as do 
tumors, so tumors can be obscured. If you have dense 
breasts, ask about supplemental screening with a breast 
ultrasound. This technology increases detection by a 
rate of approximately four cancers per 1,000 screenings 
over that achieved by a standard mammogram.   

Breast Cancer Screening
What you need to know about mammograms 
& other imaging...

400 East Main Street  |  Mount Kisco, NY 10549    
914.666.1200  |  www.nwhc.net

Ask the Doctor

Stefanie Zalasin, MD
Breast-imaging Specialist
Site Director, Yorktown Imaging
Northern Westchester Hospital 

Schedule your mammo today, 
Yorktown: 914.245.5200
Mt. Kisco: 914.666.1445
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By David Propper
Throughout the last several years, the 

drug epidemic has reached every peak 
and valley in the United States, with 
Putnam County no exception. Brewster 
resident Linda Dahl’s latest novel speaks 
to the struggles Americans and Putnam 
residents are facing daily with drug 
addiction. 

Her novel, titled The Bad Dream 
Notebook, which comes out Aug. 1 
(today), is about a mother struggling 
to help her daughter who is addicted 
to opiates. While the topic of the book 
speaks to the times, it’s only one of the 
reasons Dahl penned it. 

“I write about what’s really important 
to me,” Dahl said. “It definitely energized 
me and it continues to energize me as a 
writer and a human being so yeah, it was a 
factor, definitely an important factor, but 
not the only one.”

The book is about a daughter who 
becomes addicted to opioids and heroin 
and her parents, particularly her mother’s 
journey to deal with it, Dahl said. 
While the book is a work of fiction, it 
is a composite of experiences Dahl has 
learned about or witnessed first hand 
from work with several non-profit groups 
that help drug addicts. 

The book is being sold on Amazon and 
other outlets like Barnes and Noble.

“There’s a lot of sadness, there’s a lot 

of pain, but there’s also a lot of hope in 
the novel,” she said. “Which I think 
is important because it’s easy to get 
sidetracked when you’re dealing with 
this.”

In fact, Dahl and her family have faced 
similar realities and struggles. Dahl’s 
daughter at one time suffered from drug 
addiction, but has been in recovery for 
several years. 

She calls the drug epidemic locally 
and nationally “an unimaginable crisis” 
and believes it should be treated like a 
medically diagnosed brain disorder.

Dahl said her daughter was a popular, 

smart student growing up, but when she 
hit her mid-teens, she became depressed 
and cranky. Her daughter would go to 
parties and smoke marijuana and take 
prescription pills. Her daughter became 
addicted to oxycodone and it took five 
years into a spiraling heroin addiction 
to finally recover after rehab stints, Dahl 
said.

Dahl wants readers to get a “sense 
of compassion and care rather 
condemnation and contempt” for those 
addicted to drugs and their families that 
suffer too often in secret. 

This isn’t her first book addressing drug 
addiction and families that fight it. Dahl’s 
last book, Loving Our Addicted Daughter 
Back to Life; a guidebook for parents was 
a non-fiction piece and she’s written one 
other book addressing the topic. Overall, 
this is Dahl’s eighth novel.

It took Dahl about a year and a half 
to write the book from start to finish, 

including the editing process. She said she 
tries to write the best book possible that 
readers will find invaluable. 

“As a writer I wasn’t done with the topic 
and I hope I am now,” Dahl said. “It’s very 
precious to me because it does stem from 
my own child’s experience.”

The cover of  Dahl’s new book The Bad Dream 
Notebook.

Brewster resident and author or eight books 
Linda Dahl.

Brewster Resident Pens Novel About Struggles of Drug Addiction
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But Borkowski made clear he wasn’t 
accusing DeStefano of any illegality 
regarding his petitions this time around. 
Borkowski and DeStefano are longtime 
political rivals dating back to the 2009 
sheriff ’s race when both men ran against 
Smith. Borkowski was a Republican at the 
time and is a former Southeast judge. 

When reached Monday, responding 

to DeStefano deciding to go to court, 
Borkowski said he was confident the court 
would uphold the board of elections’ 
decision. 

“This is about the integrity of the 
election process,” Borkowski said Friday. 
“Candidates work extremely hard to make 
sure their petition signatures are valid and 
legal. Mr. DeStefano had over 700 invalid 
petition signatures. That’s more than half 
of the signatures he submitted. It wasn’t 
even a close call.” 

Sheriff Smith’s campaign manager 
Patrick Perry also filed objections and 
specifications against DeStefano resulting 
in 282 signatures being removed from 
DeStefano’s petitions. That left him with 
1,020 valid ones, which would have been 
good enough to remain on the ballot if 
not for Borkowski’s objections. 

Perry, when addressing DeStefano 
being booted from the ballot, said while 
any resident has the right to run, petitions 
must be filled out properly. Perry said 
the Smith campaign combed over every 
signature to ensure they were valid. 

“He did not measure up,” Perry said of 
DeStefano. “And was knocked off by the 
Democrats.”

him, McNamara said. 
It was unclear if Smith was still in 

the hospital as of press time Monday 
afternoon and no new information was 
released by the sheriff ’s office since last 
Wednesday. 

Smith, 69, is running for a fifth term 
this year. He could possibly face a primary 
election and general election contest to 

remain sheriff.  
Campaign manager for Smith, Pat 

Perry, said Friday he’s spoken with Smith 
daily and visited him a few times since he 
was admitted to the hospital. Perry thinks 
Smith will be able to check out of the 
hospital “fairly soon.” He noted Smith had 
been worn out recently, but was doing 
well while in the hospital. 

 “He’s in excellent spirits,” Perry said. 

By Anna Young
After meeting with county officials in 

the hopes of implementing a sewer district 
along the Route 6 corridor in Mahopac, 
Deputy County Executive Bruce Walker 
addressed the Carmel Town Board last 
week to discuss plans moving forward. 

During the board’s work session, 
Walker discussed the need for a feasibility 
study to create a sewer district in 
Mahopac. The sewer district will start in 
Heritage Hills and go up Route 6 where 
it will possibly tie into a Department of 
Environmental Protection plant in the 
town on Buckshollow Road. 

Walker said the study would allow 
the county to prepare for any physical 

constraints they may come across, while 
also identifying the number and type of 
parcels that run through the proposed 
site. The physical services committee 
has also allocated $75,000 for studies in 
Mahopac, which is pending a vote by the 
full county Legislature. 

Walker said the study would likely take 
six months. 

The county is also applying for a $1.6 
million grant to move forward with the 
project. The Town of Carmel will likely be 
the lead on this, Walker said.

Walker added a task force will also be 
formed, comprising of town and county 
officials, in an effort to keep the lines of 
communication open in order to identify 

issues before moving forward with 
engineering and construction work at the 
site.

Councilman Jonathan Schneider 
expressed interest in the task force stating 
that the project is a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity. 

 “I can’t remember the last time I saw 
an opportunity that the town may have 
to work with the county and with state 
facilities to try to make a deal happen 
where we’re going to be able to expand 
what we have for our commercial district,” 
Schneider said. “In the scope I feel like we 
should shoot for the stars.”

Councilman John Lupinacci agreed the 
proposal is a great concept and to keep 

pushing it along. 
“It’s a great initiative because right 

now those properties don’t have access 
to a municipal sewer,” Supervisor Kenny 
Schmitt said. “The aligning properties 
that are along there cannot maximize the 
use of their property because they don’t 
have access to sewers.”

Schmitt added during his 10-year run 
as supervisor he has received several 
requests from property owners to have a 
sewer added to that area. 

“They would definitely benefit from 
this,” he said. 

Smith Admitted to ICU, 
Full Recovery Expected

DeStefano Off Sheriff ’s 
Ballot, Vows to Appeal

continued from page 1 continued from page 1

Carmel Town Board Receptive to County Sewer Plan
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By David Propper 
For years, Nan Ernst has been on the 

stage at the Shady Grove Theater during 
Putnam County’s 4-H Fair, as the master 
of ceremonies for the weekend long 
entertainment. 

She was on stage last Friday, but 
instead of introducing the next act, she 
was being applauded for her 20 years of 
volunteerism, winning this year’s service 
award as the 4-H Fair got underway. This 
was the 46th annual fair hosted by Cornell 
Cooperative Extension and it took place 
at Veterans Memorial Park in the Town of 
Kent. 

Ernst said in an interview she was 
honored to be selected this year. For the 
last two decades, Ernst has brought the 
energy to the Shady Grove Theater as 
master of ceremonies and quickly got to 
work soon after she won her award with 
the fair in full swing. 

“It’s so wonderful to stand here and be 
part of a wonderful organization, over 
600 volunteers year after year and year.” 
Ernst said. “It’s really true when they say 
it’s a blessing to give than to receive.”

Ernst, a Somers resident, used to run 
the Somers Theater Company and was 
involved in several different organizations 
so she is able to find talent to perform. 

Ernst, who works at Houlihan 
Lawrence, tries to bring a diverse lineup 
to the fair from jazz to country gospel to 

rock n’ roll. Her favorite part of the three-
day entertainment is the youth talent acts 
on display.

“We try to bring it all to the stage so 
everyone can have a little bit of fun,” Ernst 

said. 
Ernst used to bring her children to the 

fair for many years. Back then, she never 
thought she’d become such an integral 
part of the fair later in life.

 “But I’m really glad that I am,” Ernst 
said.  

Marjorie Keith, director of Cornell 
Cooperative in Putnam, said Ernst 
as entertainment chairwoman books 
and coordinates the performances 
for the three-day fair. On Fridays, the 
entertainment is dedicated to youth talent 
and then on Saturdays and Sundays, a 
variety of performers come from different 

places in the Hudson Valley. The age range 
is wide, Keith noted, with performers as 
young as 4 and as old as 90.

Keith said it takes Ernst about six 
months before the date of the fair to 
start contacting potential performers. 
For youth talent, Ernst needs to review 
audition tapes and helps decide who is 
selected. 

Keith said she remembers working with 
Ernst on a cablethon fundraiser for the 
local women’s resource center. Ernst was 
in charge of entrainment for the cablethon 
and Keith was involved in another aspect 
of the charitable event. From there, Keith 
reached out to Ernst to see if she would 
want to help with the 4-H Fair.

“And Nan never says no,” Keith said. 
“She signed on 20 years ago and is still 
here today with as much enthusiasm as 
she had back then.” 

And Ernst has remained humble. When 
Keith called her to let her know she’d be 
this year’s 4-H service award recipient, 
Ernst was silent for a few seconds and 
then said she couldn’t believe she was 
going to be recognized. 

“A lot of our volunteers are people that 
generously share their time and talents 
with the community and they do it in such 
a way they’re not looking for the personal 
recognition,” Keith said. “They’re working 
to make our community a better place.” 

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Nan Ernst (right), a 20-year volunteer for 
Putnam’s 4-H Fair, won this year’s service award 
presented to her by Marjorie Keith, director of  
Cornell Cooperative.

4-H Fair’s Entertainment Chair Earns Service Award
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By Martin Wilbur
Federal investigators were unable to 

definitively conclude why an SUV driver 
moved into the path of an oncoming 
train Metro-North train at the Commerce 
Street grade crossing in Valhalla two and 
a half years ago.

Last week, the National Transportation 
Safety Board (NTSB) convened in 
Washington to release its highly 
anticipated final report into the deadly 
accident that killed the driver of the 
Mercedes SUV, Ellen Brody, and five 
passengers aboard the first car of the 
northbound Harlem line train. 

Safety recommendations from the 
NTSB were also issued following release 
of the report aimed at railroad operators, 
including Metro-North, in addition 
to the New York State Department of 
Transportation (DOT) and the Town of 
Mount Pleasant.

Probable cause of the Feb. 3, 2015, 
accident was Brody, a 49-year-old 
Edgemont resident, driving into the path 
of the train, likely the result of a variety 
of factors, including possible confusion 
when the grade crossing arm lowered and 
struck the roof of her vehicle. Investigators 
during the NTSB meeting stated that 
Brody reduced the amount of time she 
had to move her car out of danger when 
she exited her vehicle to inspect what 
happened.

However, there was insufficient 
evidence for NTSB staff to explain her 
actions despite various theories discussed 
by the board and staff.

“The (NTSB) determines that probable 
cause of the accident was the driver of the 
sport utility vehicle, for undetermined 
reasons, moving the vehicle onto the 
tracks while the Commerce Street railroad 
grade crossing system was activated, into 
the path of the Metro-North Railroad 
train 659,” the finding stated in part.

The report also stated that contributing 
to the accident’s severity and the 
passengers’ deaths in the train’s front car 
was how 343 feet of live third rail was 
dislodged after the train engineer activated 
the emergency brake. Investigators found 
that the rail punctured the underside of 
the lead train car, sparking spot fires and 
blocking some of the exits for passengers.

Lead investigator Michael Hiller said 
there was exhaustive examination into 
why Brody chose to move forward after 
re-entering her car. The crossing’s warning 
system had been activated 39 seconds 
before the train reached the crossing, 
signaling its imminent arrival. Warnings 
of at least 35 seconds are recommended, 
according to federal safety guidelines.

“There was a lot of effort, a considerable 
amount of research done to try to 
understand the mindset of the driver,” 
Hiller said. “In situations, situational 

awareness, stress, there was no evidence 
available for the investigators and staff 
to make a determination on the driver’s 
condition.”

What is known, according to the 
investigative team, was that Brody left her 
job at a Chappaqua jewelry store and was 
headed for an appointment with a client in 
Scarsdale. She was traveling southbound 
on the Taconic Parkway when an accident 
forced traffic in the right lane to be 
detoured onto Lakeview Avenue. Brody 
followed the detour to Commerce Street, 
where she presumably would attempt to 
make a right turn to head southbound 
again on the parkway, but remain in the 
left lane to continue to her destination.

According to witnesses, the traffic 
was inching along as vehicles were 
approaching the Commerce Street grade 
crossing at about 6:25 p.m. that evening.

NTSB Acting Chairman Robert 
Sumwalt said he has repeatedly thought 
about what may have motivated Brody 
to move forward since he arrived at the 
scene the day following the accident. He 
said many drivers when they are in traffic 
move forward when the car in front 
moves forward and Brody, therefore, may 
have lost “situational awareness.”

“I certainly don’t believe that she 
thought she was on a railroad track or 
close to a railroad track, and I believe that 
because when the gate came down and hit 

her car, she got out, went to the back of 
the car and touched it like ‘Where did this 
come from’”? Sumwalt said. 

Hiller said his team found that neither 
Brody nor the train operator had been 
impaired by fatigue or drugs or alcohol or 
distracted by using a cell phone. 

In addition to the grade crossing’s 
warning system functioned properly and 
it was found that the operation of the 
train and protocols also adhered to safety 
guidelines. The intersection was found to 
have proper signage and markings.

According to the testimony at the July 
25 NTSB meeting, the train was traveling 
at 59 miles per hour before the engineer 
noticed something on the tracks. The 
speed limit is 60 miles per hour on that 
stretch of track. 

When the operator noticed the object, 
the train’s horn was blasted 1,424 feet 
before the crossing, 16.5 seconds before 
reaching the car. Fifteen to 20 seconds is 
standard in that situation. The emergency 
brake was activated about 350 feet before 
the crossing. The train was traveling at 51 
miles per hour upon impact.

Hiller said train operators pull the 
emergency brake as a last resort because 
at full speed it can cause derailments and 
the possibility of serious damage and 
injuries.

Had Brody not moved forward, the car 

NTSB Unable to Explain Driver’s Decision at Valhalla Train Crossing 

160 Route 52, Carmel NY
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continued on page 8
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For the past few years, Joshua Brennan 
has served the emergency service 
community by volunteering at the 
Pawling Fire Department in Dutchess 
County. Now, this young man needs fire 
departments across the region to give 
back. 

Joe Petrucelli of Tri County Sporting 
Goods in Patterson is raising money 
for Joshua, who is in need of a heart 
transplant. With costs for the surgery 
in the thousands, any money for the 
Brennan family would be invaluable. 
Petrucelli, who has held fundraisers for 
children in need in the past, is asking fire 
departments to purchase a Henry Rifle 
with all the proceeds going directly into a 
fund for Joshua and his family. 

Joshua was diagnosed with Hypoplastic 
Left Heart Syndrome before he was even 
born. He’s faced a series of operations, 
including ten major surgeries since he 
was born. But now Joshua needs a heart 

transplant after facing heart failure last 
year. Right now, he has a pacemaker 
and two valves keeping him alive, but he 
eventually will need a transplant. 

“He’s not in crisis at the present time, 
but he will need it,” his father Tom 
Brennan said. 

Joshua Brennan’s love for the 
Pawling Fire Department and his call 
to volunteerism comes from his father, 
Tom, who is a volunteer firefighter for 
the Pawling company. While too young 
to fight fires, Joshua, 14, is a critical 
member of the department. He washes 
trucks, keeps the firehouse spotless, and 

can handle the heat in the kitchen. He 
also helps at special events the Pawling 
department holds throughout the year. 
Fellow firefighters and the community 
have noticed Joshua’s selflessness and 
dedication. He was awarded Honorary 
Firefighter by Chief Everett White this 
March. 

“The kid earns his respect, it’s not like 
anyone treats him like a kid,” Tom said. 
“He’s earned the respect of each and every 
member of the fire company because of 
his hard work.”

Petrucelli, who is heading the 
fundraiser, has made charitable efforts 

in the past. He raised money for a girl 
in Kansas who was in need of lung 
transplant, but this time he wanted to find 
someone more local to help. When he 
discovered Joshua’s story, he wanted to do 
something. Anthony Imperato, owner of 
Henry Repeating Arms, is also donating 
rifles toward Joshua’s cause. 

Firemen for Joshua Day is Sep. 30 from 
8 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Tri County Sporting 
Goods at 2656 Route 22 in Patterson. 

For more information or to inquire 
about a donation please contact Joe 
Petrucelli at 845-878-6048. 

PROVIDED PHOTO
Joe Petrucelli of  Tri County Sporting Goods in 
Patterson and Joshua Brennan of  Pawling.

Fundraiser Underway for Pawling’s Youngest Firefighter
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would have still likely been hit but caused 
much less damage, Hiller said. Her model 
of SUV was 15 feet, 8 inches long; 17 feet 
separates the grade crossing arm and the 
rail. The train extends about three feet 
over the rail in each direction, he said.

The investigation lasted nearly two 

and a half years, about twice as long as 
originally anticipated because of two 
other incidents that diverted investigators: 
a Washington Metro train that filled with 
smoke killing one commuter and injuring 
dozens three weeks earlier, and the crash 
of an Amtrak train in Philadelphia three 
months later.

continued from page 6

Letters to the Editor

I have received many phone calls 
and emails from constituents about the 
amount of litter on our local highways. 
Litter on our highways is a big issue, and 
there are many ways that anyone can help 
out to make sure we keep our highways 
litter free.

In order to combat this problem, 
working with the state, we would like to 
expand the Adopt-A-Highway program 
as an additional way for the community 

to take action against cluttered highways. 
This state program allows for individuals 
and organizations to adopt a segment of 
a highway, which they will take on the 
responsibility of keeping it clean. This is 
an effective environmental program that 
allows for individuals or organizations 
to take the initiative to clean up our 
community. For more information 
individuals and organizations with 
specific questions can contact the Adopt-

A-Highway Coordinator at (718) 712-
7563.  If individuals or organizations are 
interested in adopting, those in Northern 
Westchester County can contact Stuart 
Sprague at (914) 232-5065 and those 
in Putnam County can contact Rock 
DeNigro at (845) 878-6363.

There are also scheduled clean up days 
throughout the year which anyone can 
attend to help the effort of keeping our 
highways clean and safe. We hope that 

local participation in cleaning up our 
highways increases in the future.

Of course, the best way to deal with this 
problem is to dispose of waste properly 
and not litter our highways.

Sandy Galef
State Assemblywoman

Now that the dust has settled and my 
Sheriff ’s petitions are filed, I’d like to 
take a moment to thank all the voters of 
Putnam County who opened their doors 
to sign my petition. I know how hard 
Putnam residents work, how busy you are 
at the end of a long day; making dinner, 

walking the dog, putting your kids to bed 
or just enjoying some down time. Yet you 
made the effort to sign my petitions and 
take part in this remarkable democratic 
tradition. It really shows what a great, 
hospitable and engaged county we live in. 

I am humbled that in less than three 

weeks my enthusiastic and inexhaustible 
team was able to collect more than 1,800 
signatures. I am so grateful to them.

Again, my thanks to all. You have my 
promise to return integrity, experience 
and respect to the Office of Sheriff.

Robert L. Langley Jr.
Garrison

Editor’s note: Langley, a Democrat, is 
running for Putnam County Sheriff. 

By Kristen Reilly
As a rising junior at Marist College, I 

can personally attest to the importance 
of internships, shadowing opportunities, 
leadership programs, and everything 
in between.  This summer, I joined the 
privileged ranks of 44 other students as an 
intern with Putnam County Government.  
As part of the PILOT program, also 
known as Putnam Invests in Leaders 
of Tomorrow, we were selected from 
a pool of 109 applicants to be placed in 
varying departments within Putnam 
County.  Established by County Executive 
MaryEllen Odell in 2013, the program was 
designed to give students an opportunity 
to work or intern in local government to 
gain experience and knowledge for their 
future careers, and to keep young talent 
in the county.  Among this year’s list of 
109 applicants, 45 students were selected, 
including seven high school students, 36 
college students, and two graduate school 
students.  The hosting departments 
ranged from the County Executive’s 
Office, Legislature, Finance, Sheriff ’s 
Department, District Attorney’s Office, 
among others.   

As a Political Science and History 
major, I had the distinct honor of working 
with the County Executive’s Office.  

Witnessing the day-to-day management 
of the county and what an elected official 
juggles on a daily basis was an invaluable 
experience.  Far from the stereotypical 
intern duties, featuring lackluster filing 
and “gopher” assignments, my experience 
was challenging and interesting. I was 
never left without something to do 
or learn, and the significance of my 
workload increased along with my 
tenure to include communications with 
constituents, running resolutions down to 
the Legislative Department, and working 
on projects to make my coworkers’ jobs 
easier. 

Personally, the PILOT program 
provided me an outlet to either strengthen 
my interest in politics or prove to me that 
this wasn’t my career path. Fortunately, 
the experience strengthened my passion 
for politics and government, which 
has further motivated me to stay the 
course. I’m happy that the experience has 
confirmed my inclinations, but even if the 

opposite had been true, the experience 
would have been equally, if not more, 
valuable in exposing me to a career choice 
that may not have been an ideal fit.  School 
can’t teach you that. 

As my internship with the County 
Executive’s Office comes to a close, I am 
not only grateful for the opportunity, 
I feel indebted to those who gave me 
the chance to work within my field of 
interest, in a professional and respected 
setting. A special thank you to County 
Executive MaryEllen Odell for creating 
an internship program, in conjunction 
with Putnam County Departments, 
that pushes students like me to pursue a 
career that both suits their interests, and 
allows them to grow and develop as an 
employee and individual.  I look forward 
to reapplying to the PILOT program in 
2018!

Reilly is a Marist College student and 
Putnam County PILOT Program intern.

NYS Adopt-A-Highway Program to Expand

Sheriff Candidate Thanks Residents for Signing His Petitions 

Op-ed: Balancing Learning with Real Career Exposure
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By Neal Rentz
Newtown, CT resident Jeff van’t Slot 

and Charles Costa of Lagrangeville, NY 
never owned a business together and both 
come from different occupational fields.

But for years they enjoyed cooking 
together on weekends and decided to 
open Cheff ’s Italian Deli & Market. The 
business opened about a month ago. 

Costa previously worked as a 
construction contractor and van’t Slot was 
an information technology contractor.

Van’t Slot said last week the duo 
selected Fair Street for the location of 
their new deli after they learned the 
space, which had been the site of a deli, 
was available. It took three months to 
complete the renovations to the site and 
he and his partner did all the renovation 
work themselves, he noted.

The eatery cooks breakfast and lunch 
meals for eating in or for takeout. 

Costa said the deli offers a variety 
of Italian dishes, including pastas and 
parmesan entrees. 

Both men cook at their new deli. Costa 
handles the Italian dishes and van’t Slot 
specializes in cooking the barbeque fare. 
One day last week a barbeque special was 
boneless ribs with a side of macaroni and 
cheese. Aside from offering barbeque 
pork ribs, van’t Slot said he wanted to 

add beef brisket and other entrees to the 
barbeque menu.  

“Right now we’re sort of keeping it 
basic,” he said.  

The co-owners also sell a variety 
of products they personally created, 
including seasonings, spices, dry rubs for 
lamb dishes, barbeques sauces and pasta 
sauces, which are all made at the deli. 

“We’ve got a whole line of products,” 
van’t Slot said. 

Van’t Slot said the new business has 
had “its ups and downs. It’s slow. It’s 
summertime,”

Most of their customers live in Carmel, 
Costa said. 

“We love the cooking. I certainly love 
the contact with the customers,” van’t Slot 
said. “In three weeks we’ve made so many 
friends. So many nice folks have come in 
repeatedly. I love that.” 

Van’t Slot said he wants his new business 

to be “the place to go to for good Italian 
food, good imported Italian products and 
the best barbeque out there. I’ve lived in 
Texas, I’ve tried barbeque everywhere.”

“Even though we don’t live here, we 
really want to make this a community 
cornerstone,” van’t Slot said. 

 Cheff ’s Italian Deli & Market is 
located at 13 Fair St. in Carmel. For more 
information call 845-200-7643.

Cheff’s Italian Deli & Market 
Carmel 

Business 

of the Week

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
Newtown, CT resident Jeff  van’t Slot, right, and Charles Costa of  Lagrangeville, NY opened Cheff’s Italian 
Deli & Market in Carmel about four weeks ago.
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Sun Shines on 4-H Fair

DAVID PROPPER PHOTOS
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Across
1. Belle at the ball
4. Carmel Mexican grill, goes with 23 
across
9. Time before an event
10. Taken in
12. Middling mark
13. Like some guests
14. Where to get your lawn mower 
running like new in Yorktown, ___ 
Power Equipment
16. Expeditions
17. Cooking meas.
20. Chase scene maneuver, slangily
21. Hawaiian gift
22. QBs’ goals
23. See 4 across
26. A grand
28. Inculpate
31. “Mamma ___!” Abba song
32. Hit
33. Electrocardiograph, abbr.
34. Mountain tops
35. Compass point

Down
1. Coffee option
2. Make smooth
3. Obviously embarrassed
4. Columbia Pictures owner

5. Followers of Jesus
6. 8 1/2” x 11” paper size, briefly
7. Understand
8. Elaborate
10. Sailor’s cry
11. Puts on
15. Difficult to find a needle here
18. Popular bun seeds
19. Outdoor meals
23. They lower visibility
24. Moves between bases
25. Axiom
27. Speeds
28. Serpent
29. Lament
30. Major record label

Crossword by Myles Mellor Answers on page 15

Advertise in The Putnam Examiner  •  914-864-0878

Crossword Puzzle

Sun Shines on 4-H Fair

DAVID PROPPER PHOTOS
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By Kevin Byrne
In late June, I finished my first legislative 

session in the New York State Assembly. 
Despite its many challenges, it is always a 
privilege to serve on behalf of the many 
hardworking men and women in the 94th 
Assembly District.  

The familiar frustrations many of 
us observed during the Legislature’s 
budgeting process continued when 
the Legislature and Governor failed to 
complete session on time.  This was due 
to an impasse on mayoral control for 
New York City schools and local sales tax 
extenders¬— two unrelated issues.  As 
a result, the legislature was called back 
by the Governor for an “extraordinary 
session.”  Instead of working on these 
issues one bill at a time, the Governor 
maneuvered for a sloppy omnibus bill 
that included a provision re-naming the 
new Tappan Zee Bridge after his father, 
the late Gov. Mario Cuomo.  This bill 
was delivered to us near midnight and 
we were forced to vote on it at 1 a.m.  I 
refused to accept the status quo and could 
not vote in favor of this type of legislation 
while the rest of the state was fast asleep.

Despite the aforementioned challenges 
and disappointments, I am pleased to 

report I still found ways to effectively 
deliver for the people of the 94th 
Assembly District. We were able to secure 
several major victories, including passing 
a constitutional amendment that, pending 
voter approval, will strip taxpayer funded 

pensions from corrupt politicians. In 
addition, we secured a record $2.5 billion 
for clean water infrastructure, invested 
$200 million to fund the fight against the 
ever present opioid epidemic, protected 
state funding for the Joseph P. Dwyer 
Vet to Vet Program in Putnam County, 
restored CHIPS funding to support local 
infrastructure and, of course, legalized 
ride-sharing across the Empire State.  

On a personal note, as an EMT and 
firefighter, public health and safety 
continue to be issues of great importance 
to me. This year, we had several important 
legislative victories that will help on this 
front. I was extremely proud to play an 
important role in passing legislation I co-
sponsored to significantly expand cancer 
coverage for volunteer firefighters, a 
measure that has been in talks for several 
years, but had always failed to pass the 
Assembly. In addition, I co-sponsored 
and passed life-saving legislation 
empowering municipal contractors, like 
school bus drivers, to use epinephrine 
auto-injectors in the event of a medical 
emergency.  I was also pleased to see 
the passage of measures I co-sponsored 
increasing access to Automated External 
Defibrillators, and strengthening the 

Clean Indoor Air Act.     
Locally, we were able to pass several 

meaningful pieces of legislation. 
Altogether, in my first six months of 
taking office, I personally introduced 
and successfully passed five pieces 
of legislation, including measures to 
designate multiple local waterbodies as 
inland waterways, renaming the Major 
Clayton Carpenter Memorial Highway to 
reflect the true rank of a local hero, and 
other measures that honor home rule and 
address local needs for the 94th Assembly 
District.  All these measures successfully 
passed in the Assembly and the Senate, 
and are expected to be signed into law by 
the Governor.  That’s more than any other 
freshmen Republican Assembly member 
this year, and more than most freshmen  
Democrat Assembly members, as well.

While this year’s session has come to 
an end, my work in support of your best 
interests has only just begun. Moving 
forward, I will remain committed to our 
values and beliefs, and as always, I thank 
you all for your continued support.

Kevin Byrne is a member of the New 
York State Assembly in the 94th District

Op-ed: First Legislative Session Yielded Frustrations and Results

NY State Assemblyman Kevin Byrne

Tilly Foster Farm, 
which reopened to the 
public on June 3, 2017, 
continues to foster the 
historic farm’s heritage 
with the addition of 
Sophie (pictured left) and 
Juliet (right), two new 
Nigerian Dwarf goats. 
The pair, procured from 
Good Hope Farm in 
South Salem New York, 
will join fellow goats, 
Calvin and Hobbes, who 
came to Tilly Foster last 
December.

“We are excited to welcome Sophie 
and Juliet to the herd,” said Teresa De 
Angelis, veterinary technician and animal 
caretaker at Tilly Foster Farm. “The goats 
are acclimating to their new home and 
will be available for viewing by the public 
before the end of July.”

“The public reopening of Tilly Foster 
Farm makes available 199 acres of 
beautiful pastoral vistas, a hiking trail, 
community garden, charming farm 
animals and Tilly’s Table, a new event-
based farm-to-table dining experience,” 
said Putnam County Executive MaryEllen 
Odell. “We are proud of this achievement 
and delighted to add Sophie and Juliet to 
our growing farm.”

Part of the revitalization of Tilly Foster 

Farm has been the return of small farm 
animals.  Visitors can observe a beautiful 
array of chicken breeds, including 
Frizzle Cochin Bantams, Silkies, Polish, 
Red Stars, Barred Rock, Austrolorps, 
Brahmas and Ameraucanas, which lay 
blue eggs.  The farm features friendly 
Kunekune pigs, Penelope, Ginger, Lucy 
and Levi, four Huacaya Alpacas named 
Honey, Isabella, Sinbad and Raphael, two 
miniature horses, Sultan and Sunny, and 
four Nigerian Dwarf goats, Calvin and 
Hobbes, and new friends, Sophie and 
Juliet.

Tilly Foster Farm is open to the public 
seven days a week, except for certain 
holidays.  For more information and to 
make reservations for Sunday Brunch at 
Tilly’s Table, visit www.putnamtillyfoster.
com or call 845-808-1840.

Dust off your poodle skirt, throw 
on those bobby socks, roll your t-shirt 
sleeves and get ready to relive the 1950’s 
at the Brewster Chamber Shindig!

Brewster Chamber of Commerce is 
getting ready to celebrate – 1957 style. 
Chamber members will be exhibiting 
displays of what their industry might have 
looked like 60 years ago vs. how they look 
in the present. Do you remember what 
styles of eyeglasses were popular or the 
looks of a 1950’s sock hop? Come down 
to Wells Park and relive the 1950’s or 
experience it for the first time!

Just to name a few of the awesome 
themes:
•	 Schechs pool is doing a 50’s beach theme; 

what did a home pool, patios look like?
•	 Brewster Fire Department will be 

showing how fire safety has improved; 
they will show off an old fire truck.

•	 Dog Park Concepts and Consulting - 
Antique and Collectible Dog Items!

•	 Centennial Golf Club- Golf Trends of 
1957!

•	 Brewster Ice Arena - Ice Hockey trends 
of the 50’s...Did you know that helmets 
and face masks were not worn?

•	 Brewster Sports Foundation- Throw 
Back to a 1950’s School Sock Hop

•	 Tony T Orchestra will be performing 
the top hits of the era all day, vintage 
cars will be on display and there will be 
tons of fun for the family with Trivia 

Scavenger Hunt and a Penny Social 
– fill up your “trivia” card for chance 
to win a pair of Ray Ban Sunglasses, 
gift certificates, sporting goods and so 
much more….

•	 Plenty of games and activities for 
everyone: Rock Painting, Puppet 
Making, Contests, Hop Scotch, Hula 
Hoops, Dance Contests and more! 
Seven Star School of Performing Arts 
will be doing a retro dance instruction 
at 3pm and The Brewster Ice Arena will 
be having a 1950’s Hockey Shoot Out.

•	 Local food vendors; Wandering Dave’s 
Fork in the Road, Italian American 
Club, and Uncle Louie G’s Ice Cream 
will be in the park for food purchases.
Bill Flash, VP of Brewster Chamber of 

Commerce and Chairman of SHINDIG 
stated, “This event is an opportunity for 
Chamber businesses to interact with the 
community at a fun historical event. We 
want to make it fun and free so the whole 
community can come out to celebrate 
our town and the vital role the Brewster 
Chamber continues to play”.

Grab your friends and family, pack a 
blanket and a chair and join us at Wells 
Park, 98 Oak Street Brewster on Sunday, 
August 6 1 p.m.- 6 p.m. Parking available 
at the park and Garden Street School.

For more information email info@
BrewsterChamber.com, call 845-279-2477 
or visit www.BrewsterChamber.com.  

No Gruff from the New 
Goats at Tilly Foster

Brewster Chamber’s Shindig 
Celebrates 60-Year Anniversary 
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Sometimes I think The New 
York Times is reading my 
mind, or vice versa. I had been 
considering writing a piece 
about the joys of outsourcing 
jobs around the house when 
I opened the paper to find 
an article titled “It Turns 
Out Money Can Buy (Some) 
Happiness.”

The piece is about a study 
suggesting that people 
who spend money to buy 
themselves some time by 
letting other people do disliked 
tasks tend to lead happier lives. 
The study found that spending 
money for material goods did 
not have the same effect. 

I know by personal experience that this 
is true, certainly around the house. When 
I first got married, my wife announced 
that as a working woman, the one thing 
she really hated was cleaning the house 
and she really had to have a cleaning 
service. I was more than happy to oblige, 
and through the years, and three homes, 
we have continued to enjoy that service.

According to the study reported by The 
Times, that should have brought us more 
happiness along the way.

I remember a while back I came across 
an interesting study conducted by the 
Soap and Detergent Association (SDA). 

It suggested that besides 
cleanliness being next to 
godliness, it is closely akin to 
happiness as well.

The study delved specifically 
into which cleaning tasks 
made consumers the happiest, 
with the top five coming in 
as shiny floors, a tidy toilet, 
clean countertops, showers 
and gleaming windows. Close 
runners-up for satisfaction and 
happiness were a spotless sink 
and clean mirrors.  

The study also revealed that 
47 percent of Americans have 
used or would consider turning 
to a residential cleaning service 
to assist with cleaning chores.

If you’re considering using a house 
cleaning service, here are some questions 
Angie’s List suggests you ask.

1. How do you set your rates?
Most cleaning services charge an 

hourly rate for the first visit, but may also 
charge by the project. Ask the service 
to give you an estimate on how long it 
will take to clean your home. Cleaning 
services should give you a flat rate for 
each subsequent visit.

2. Do you conduct a background check 
on employees?

Most reputable services perform 
background checks on all of their 

employees. When you hire an independent 
cleaner, you act as their employer, making 
you responsible for any background 
screenings. A background check can 
ensure the safety of you and your home 
by allowing you to know who is entering 
your home. 

3. Are you insured and bonded?
Professional cleaning services will 

carry liability insurance and bond and 
have a policy in place in case something 
gets broken, damaged or goes missing in 
your home.

4. Do you carry workers’ compensation?
Companies that hire employees versus 

contractors that are on the payroll and 
pay federal, state and social security 
taxes will provide their employees with 
workers’ compensation in the event that 
an employee gets injured, so you as the 
homeowner won’t be liable.

5. Should I have equipment and 
cleaning supplies available?

Some companies bring their own 
equipment and supplies, while others may 
only bring the equipment. Therefore, you 
may be responsible for providing cleaning 
supplies.

6. Do you have a satisfaction guarantee?
Companies should be open to your 

suggestions and feedback. They should 
also be able to provide you with a 
satisfaction guarantee in the event you are 
unhappy with a particular service.

7. How will you gain access to my 
home?

Options include leaving a key under 
the mat and asking the house cleaner to 
leave it inside when they’re done, granting 
access via a keypad or choosing to be 
home during the cleaning.  

8. What services are included?
If you’d prefer to take care of the basic 

day-to-day chores and you really want a 
housecleaner to take responsibility for 
dusting, window-washing, baseboard 
cleaning and floor scrubbing, make sure 
you let them know as it may affect the 
cost.

9. Can I get all this in writing?
Remember: you’re letting someone into 

your home. Getting as many details in 
writing can help you avoid disagreements 
down the line.

If spending a little dough to let go 
of some household chores that are 
burdensome to you offers you some extra 
time and happiness, why not?

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc. (www.PrimaveraPR.com). His real 
estate site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.
com, and his blog iswww.TheHomeGuru.
com. To engage the services of The Home 
Guru to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

This week’s 
column is a reprise 
of an earlier column. 
I’m on vacation at a 
beach house with 
family. I’ll be back 
next week with the 
first leg of my virtual 
tour of California’s 
Sonoma County.

Over the course of my travels to wine 
country destinations, intermingled with 
professional conferences at highly rated 
hotels and resort properties, I have 
witnessed, and been a party to, a number 
of memorable meals and wines.

A recent dining experience reminded 
me of an incident my wife and I witnessed 
at a very expensive restaurant on a visit to 
a high-end, exclusive resort (for business, 
not personal). It was one of those 
restaurants with a wine list that 
resembled a book and was as 
thick as the Manhattan Yellow 
Pages. Remember that?

Sitting at our table enjoying 
one of our favorite half-bottles of 
Burgundy, we noticed a couple 
being seated at the next table 
and determined that this 
must be a special evening. 
When the sommelier came to 
their table, the boyfriend (I’ll 
refer to him as “The Gusher”) 

deferred to his girlfriend 
(“Easily Impressed”) to 
select the wine. She quickly 
asked for her favorite wine 
– Merlot. The Gusher, 
knowing that her Merlot 
of choice was Yellowtail, 
usually on sale for $5.99, 
in a loud voice quickly interjected: 

“Bring the most expensive Merlot you 
have.” 

After all, this seemed to be a special 
occasion. He was clearly trying to impress 
his date, and besides, how much could an 
expensive Merlot cost? $50? $100?

This proclamation made the sommelier 
very uncomfortable. He asked in a calm 
but deliberate voice,“Sir, as you can tell 
from our vast wine list, we have a broad 
and deep selection of Merlots in several 
price ranges. Allow me to review them 
with you for your consideration.” 

“No, no, nothing’s too good for my 
baby,” gushed The Gusher.

“But sir…” 
“What’s wrong, do I have 
to speak to the maitre d’?”

We could see the look 
of glee in The Gusher’s 
eyes as the sommelier was 

playing perfectly into 
his plan to impress 

Easily Impressed. 
At a cost of up to 
$100 it might be 

expensive, but certainly a 
worthwhile investment. 

“No sir, I’ll bring the 
wine to you post haste.”

As we watch, mesmerized 
by what is unfolding before 
us, the sommelier now 
presents the wine to The 

Gusher. He notices the label is in French, 
is written in fancy Old World calligraphy, 
has a name of a producer and locale 
he has never heard of and is an older 
vintage. He realizes he has no idea what 
he is ordering, hesitates for a second, but 
the label has all of the obscure elements 
necessary to impress Easily Impressed. 
Again the sommelier hesitates. 

“Sir, would you care to consider an 
alternative wine that I think the lady 
might enjoy?” 

“No, please open the bottle.” 
Easily Impressed notices the older 

vintage. “I like my wines as fresh as 
possible; I hope this 2004 wine is good.” 
She sips the wine. “I like it,” she proclaims. 

Immediately The Gusher begins to 
gush profusely: “Nothing’s too good for 
my baby.”

Fast forward: The Gusher and Easily 
Impressed are pawing each other and 
whispering sweet nothings in each other’s 
ear as they enjoy their meal.

The check arrives. The Gusher’s eyes 

bulge and his face becomes flushed. The 
wine he insisted on ordering was a Chateau 
Petrus – the second most expensive wine 
in the world. The 2004 vintage served to 
them was listed at $3,500.

We concluded that their dining 
experience was likely more memorable 
for The Gusher than for Easily Impressed. 
Fair warning to the rest of us: rely on 
professional advice for your selections, 
not your emotions.

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 20 years he 
has conducted wine tastings and lectures. 
Nick is a member of the Wine Media Guild 
of wine writers. He also offers personalized 
wine tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

They Say Happiness Comes with Outsourcing Chores

When Being a Casual Observer is a Humorous Experience

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine
‘Nothing’s too 
good for my 

baby’
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ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL  
AARON AT 914-654-1683

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

COLLECTABLES
TOP CASH PAID INSTANTLY FOR 
COLLECTIBLES! -WE BUY Baseball 
Cards, Autographs, Records,   Silver 
Coins, Golf Items, Art, Jewelry, Comics 
Etc., Call Jim Today @ 914-310-5153

FARMING
GOT LAND? Our Hunters will Pay Top 
$$$ To hunt your land. Call for a Free info 
packet & Quote. 1-866-309-1507 www.
BaseCampLeasing.com

GOLD/SILVER WANTED
HIGHEST PRICE$ PAID - Visit West-
chester’s Top Buyer for Gold, Silver, 
Diamonds, Coins & Currency, Watches, 
Jewelry. Licensed, Professional, No Ap-
pointment Necessary. Tuesdays-Satur-
days 10am-6pm, Mt. Kisco Gold & Sil-
ver, 139E Main Street. 914-244-9500 

HEALTH
SILDENAFIL Active Chemical in VI-
AGRA 20mg, 30 Tablets for $35. By 
Greenstone, a Pfizer Company. Rye Beach 
Pharmacy- Rye, NY. 914-967-0856, Ext 5ñ 
Can FedEx. RyeRx.com; info@ryerx.com

HELP WANTED
AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here! Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students. 

Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7094

LEGAL NOTICES
Public Notice MAHOPAC PUBLIC LI-
BRARY, MAHOPAC, NEW YORK NO-
TICE FOR BID- REISSUE: Mahopac 
Public Library hereby invites submission 
of sealed bids for: GENERAL CON-
TRACTOR: Exterior building facade let-
tering and solar lighting of Library sign 
and flagpole Mahopac Public Library in-
vites bidders to bid on the scope of work 
described in the reissue of Bid Documents 
within the Bid Package entitled: Contract 
1 - General Contractor. The bid has been 
reissued to remove the requirement for a 
performance or payment bond.
The reissue bid packages may be picked 
up beginning Thursday, August 3; pack-
ages will be available during regular Li-
brary days and hours until August 25. 
(Note that the Library is closed on Sun-
day, August 13 and 20).  Bidders must use 
the Bid Proposal Forms included with the 
Bid documents in order to submit their 
proposal, and each bid proposal must be 
made in accordance with those forms.
•All bids must be received by 2:00 pm on 
Friday, August 25, and at that time and 
place any and all such bids that have been 
received in accordance with the terms 
hereof will be publicly opened and read 
aloud. There will be a pre-bid site visit at 
10:00 am on Tuesday, August 15, 2017, 
at Mahopac Public Library.  Bidders are 
urged to attend the site visit. Knowledge 
of the exterior vehicle and foot traffic con-
ditions is crucial to understanding the 
project. Following the site visit, questions 
should be sent in writing via email to: 
mcapozzella@mahopaclibrary.org by Fri-
day, August 18.  Mahopac Public Library 
will require the successful bidder to pro-
vide proof of insurance as specified in bid 
documents. To the fullest extent allowed 
by law, the Library reserves the right to 
reject bids that contain omissions, excep-
tions or modifications, or in their sole dis-
cretion to waive such irregularities, or to 
reject any or all bids, or to accept any bid 
which is in the best interest of Mahopac 
Library. •All bids shall be sealed and in an 

envelope that is distinctly marked on the 
outside as follows: MAHOPAC PUBLIC 
LIBRARY BID DOCUMENTS: GEN-
ERAL CONTRACTOR, NAME OF 
BIDDER, DATE, MAHOPAC PUBLIC 
LIBRARY WILL RECEIVE BIDS NO 
LATER THAN FRIDAY, AUGUST 25 
AT 2:00 PM.
• Bids should be hand-delivered or mailed 
to Mahopac Public Library, 668 Route 
6, Mahopac, NY, 10541, Attn: Michele 
Capozzella, Library Director and CEO.
The Library will not open or consider any 
bid unless it is received at that location by 
no later than the appointed time on the 
bid opening date (August 25). Bidders are 
solely responsible for the arrival of each 
bid proposal at the place of bid opening 
by the appointed time, regardless of the 
means of delivery.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF REGAL 
VOYAGE INTERNATIONAL, LLC. Arts. 
of Org. filed with SSNY on 4/7/17. Office 
location: Westchester County. SSNY des-
ignated as agent of LLC upon whom pro-
cess against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to Terry Mansfield and Vic-
toria Mansfield, 14 Steven Drive, Unit 
#2, Ossining, NY 10562. Purpose: any 
lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF JUST 
BREATHE HEALING CENTER, LLC.  
Arts of Org filed with the Secy of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 06/19/2017. Office loc: 
Westchester. SSNY designated as agent 
upon whom process against it may be 
served and shall mail process to the prin-
cipal business address: 731 Saw Mill Riv-
er Road, Ste. 7, Ardsley NY 10502. Pur-
pose: any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF AC-
CENTS DRAPERY & INTERIORS 
LLC. Articles of organization filed with 
Secretary of State of New York on April 
14, 2017. Office in Westchester County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to 
Mary Jimenez, 527 Halstead Ave Mama-
roneck, NY 10543. Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LABOY 
CONSTRUCTION LLC.  Arts. Of Org. 
filed with the Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on 06/27/2017.  Office Lo-
cation: Westchester County.  SSNY has 
been designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail a copy of process to: c/o 
LABOY CONSTRUCTION LLC, 65 
Winchester Avenue, Peekskill, New York 
10566.  Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF WNW 
HOLDINGS, LLC. Arts of Org filed with 
Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 6/15/2017. 
Office loc: Westchester. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC upon 

whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: CT Corpo-
ration System, 111 Eighth Avenue, New 
York, NY 10011. Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION of JMD Se-
curity LLC. Articles of Organization filed 
with the Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 05/18/2017.  Location: West-
chester County. SSNY designated as agent 
for service of process on LLC. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process to: Joseph DeCan-
dia, 35 Aspen Road New Rochelle, NY 
10804.  Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF MUD-
DY PAWS DOG AND CAT COM-
PANIONS, LLC, filed with SSNY on 
4/20/2017. Office location: Westchester 
County. SSNY designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to Legalinc Corporate 
Services Inc, 1967 Wehrle Drive, Suite 
I-086, Buffalo, NY 14421. Purpose: any 
lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
SOUNDSHOREPHOTO, LLC. Articles 
of Organization filed with the Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 03/22/17. 
Office loc: Westchester County.  SSNY has 
bee designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process to: 3 West End 
Place, Harrison, NY 10528. Purpose: 
Any lawful acts.

LEGAL NOTICE NOTICE OF FOR-
MATION OF A LIMITED LIABILITY 
COMPANY (LLC) BRITTANY DIG-
NAN CONSULTING LLC dba NEAT 
Method. Articles of organization filed 
with the Secretary of State of New York 
on 5/31/2017. Office Location: Westches-
ter County. SSNY has been designated,  
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
a copy of process to: 15 Winslow Rd, 
White Plains, NY 10606. Purpose: any 
lawful purpose. Latest date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No specific date.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF JAM-
PAGANZA PROPERTIES, LLC. Arts of 
Org filed with Secy of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 06/20/2017. Office loc: Westchester 
County. SSNY designated as agent upon 
whom process against it may be served 
and shall mail process to the principal 
business address: c/o United States Corp 
Agents, Inc., 7014 13th Avenue, Ste. 
202. Brooklyn, NY 11228.  The business 
address is 58 Caryl Ave, Yonkers, NY  
10705. The purpose of this LLC is to en-
gage in a lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF BAY-
VIEW COTTEGES, LLC filed with the 
Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on June 09, 
2017.  Office location: Putnam County.  
SSNY designated as   agent of LLC upon 

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup
  ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles
  Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs
or financial information, visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

WheelsForWishes.org
Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR
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Emily R. Oliverio
Emily R. Oliverio of Putnam Valley 

passed away on July 23. Born on March 
30, 1928, Emily was the wife of the late 
Samuel Oliverio Sr. She was a dedicated 
teacher’s aide for the Putnam Valley 
School District for many years as well as a 
member of the Putnam Valley Volunteer 
Ambulance Corps, an original member 
of the Putnam Valley League of Women’s 
Voters, a board member of the Putnam 
Valley Historical Society, a long-time 
member of the Red-Hats and her beloved 
Putnam Valley Senior Center. A loving 
wife, devoted mother/grandmother 
Emily is survived by her sons, Nicholas 
(Assunta), Sam Jr. and Angelo (Laura), 
daughter, Emmy (Paul) Oliverio-Shields 
and ten grandchildren.

Ezio Casagrande
Ezio “Pete” Casagrande, age 96, 

of Brewster, died peacefully at home 
on Tuesday, July 25. Pete was born 
in Mahopac, on July 4, 1921 to the 
late Eugenio and Laurina (Paniconi) 
Casagrande. He graduated from Mahopac 
High School in 1939 and Rider University 
in 1942, with a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Business, where he was a member and 
treasurer of the Kappa Phi Fraternity. 

He then joined the Army Air Force and 
served in England during World War 
II. On June 14, 1947 he married Jane 
Laurens at St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 
and has been a resident of Brewster 
for 70 years. Pete was an accountant at 
Camarco Contracting and then Schipp 
Construction Company in Mahopac until 
1994, when he retired at age 72. He was 
a member of the Brewster VFW and St. 
Andrew’s Episcopal Church. He enjoyed 
spending time with his family and friends 
and spent many days tending to his 
home and gardens by his wife’s side. His 
nights were spent watching his favorite 
baseball team, the NY Yankees. He was a 
kind, caring man that was generous and 
supportive of those he loved. He will be 
greatly missed.

Pete is survived by his wife Jane L., 
his children; Paul E. Casagrande of 
Brewster, and Margaret Casagrande 
(Russell Nelson) of Fort Lee, NJ; his 
grandchildren; Paul O (Laurie) of Kent 
Lakes, and Peter O (Lisa) of Pawling, his 
great grandchildren; Carr and Caitlyn 
of Kent Lakes; his nephews and cousins 
of Mahopac. He is predeceased by his 
sister Nina Simone. In lieu of flowers, 
contributions in Pete’s memory may be 
made to the Brewster VFW, St. Andrew’s 
Episcopal Church or Rider University.

ObituariesCrossword 
Answers
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whom process against it may be served.   
SSNY shall mail process to Bryan and 
Janet Weed, 50 Laurel Road, Lake Peek-
skill, NY 10537.  Purpose: any lawful 
purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
NOSHINKU, LLC. Arts of Org filed with 
Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 06/28/2017. 
Office loc: Westchester. SSNY designated 
as agent upon whom process against it 
may be served and shall mail process to 
the principal business address: 46 Usonia 
Rd., Pleasantville, NY 10570. Purpose: 
any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF FUND-
ING FOR TEAMS LLC. Articles of Or-
ganization filed with Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on January 18, 2017. 
Office in Westchester County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to:  Jonathan 
Goldman, 5 Bradys Farm Road, Gold-
ens Bridge, NY 10526. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF A LIM-
ITED LIABILITY COMPANY (LLC).  
The name of the LLC is:  3465 White 
Plains Pizza, LLC. Articles of Organiza-
tion were filed with the Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) office on:  6/30/2017. 
The County in which the Office is to be 

located:  Westchester. The SSNY is des-
ignated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served.  The ad-
dress to which the SSNY  shall mail a copy 
of any process against the LLC is:  21600 
Sacajawea Rd. Sedalia, MO  65301.  Pur-
pose:  any lawful activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF EM-
PIRE ASSET GROUP LLC, ARTS OF 
ORG filed with the Secy of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 07/19/2017. Office loc: West-
chester. SSNY designated as agent upon 
whom process against it may be served 
and shall mail process to the principal 
business address: 6 Brookridge Road, 
New Rochelle, NY 10804. Purpose: any 
lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF PROP-
ERTY SOLUTIONS PLUS, LLC. Arts. of 
Org. filed with SSNY on 01/03/2017. Of-
fice location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to Joseph Mulvihill, 72 Congress 
Street, Harrison, NY 10528. Purpose: 
any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE IS GIVEN HEREBY PUR-
SUANT TO THE NEW YORK STATE 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL 
LAW, that 325 S Riverside Restaurant 
Corp., Serial Numbers 1304048, 1304049, 
has applied for licenses to sell wine, cider, 

and beer for on-premises consumption 
doing business as UMAMI, located at 
325 S. Riverside Ave., Croton-on-Hud-
son, NY 10520.

MISCELLANEOUS
WANTED: LOOKING FOR SOME-
THING THAT WILL ENRICH YOUR 
LIFE? Join our Sept 2017 or Jan 2018 Vol-
unteer Puppy Raiser Class. Application on 
website. Putnam Service Dogs. 917-449-
5359, info@putnamservicedogs.org.

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

MISC FOR SALE
KILL BED BUGS! Buy Harris Bed Bug 
Killers/ KIT Complete Treatment Sys-
tem.  Available: Hardware Stores. The 
Home Depot, homedepot.com. Try Harris  
Guaranteed Roach Killers Too!

DIATOMACEOUS EARTH-FOOD 
GRADE 100% Use to Protect Garden 
Plants. Use in Animal Feed & More. 
OMRI Listed-Meets Organic Use Stan-
dards. BUY ONLINE ONLY: homede-
pot.com

REAL ESTATE
GREENE COUNTY LAND SALE! AUG 
12TH! 7 ac- $39,900. 10 ac- $49,900. 34 
ac- $79,900. 8 wooded homesites, 20 mins 
So. of Albany. Stonewalls, private setting. 
Twn rd, utils! Terms avail. Call 888-905- 
8847 to register.

OTSEGO COUNTY REAL PROPERTY 
TAX FORECLOSURE AUCTION. 70+/- 
Properties August 16 @11AM. Held at: 
Holiday Inn- Oneonta. 800-243-0061 
AAR, Inc. & HAR, Inc. Free brochure: 
www.NYSAuctions.com

Vermont Log Home on 147 Acres 
4BR/5BA Log Home, Detached 2-Car 
Garage w/Apt., Wrap-Around Decks, 
Walk-Out Basement, Generator, Pond. 
Brookfield, VT. Exclusive: $695,000. 
THCAuction.com ?1-800-634-7653

WANTED TO BUY
Buying Diamonds, gold, silver, antique 
and modern jewelry, better furs, U.S. and 
foreign coins, paintings, bronzes, com-
plete estates. Highest prices paid. Call 
914-260-8783 for appointment.

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 or e-mail 

classifieds@
theexaminernews.com

Classified Ad Deadline 
is Thursdays at 5pm for the next 

week’s  publication
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Wednesdays: 
Teen Art Lab on Wednesday evenings 

with local Mahopac artist Rosalie 
Marcus:  New affordable and flexible teen 
program - explore new ideas, materials, 
and techniques weekly with other teens 
in our climate controlled art studio. Sign 
up for one, two, three or more. Visit us 
at putnamartscouncil.com to learn more 
about each Art Lab’s focus and to register
Saturdays: 

Teacher Appreciation Days August 
to October:  The Friends of Kent Library 
will be holding  Teacher Appreciation 
Days in the Book Cellar of the Kent Public 
Library, 17 Sybil’s Crossing, Kent Lakes  on 
Saturdays, August 12, September 9,  and 
October 14 from 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., 
in conjunction with their Book Cellar 
Sales.  On these days, teachers who show 
a  teacher I.D.  can  fill a bag or bags with 
books for $2 each bag.  Start your school 
year prepared!  Begin a classroom library, 
or stock up on books you can give to your 
students.  Don’t forget to pick out a few 
books you’ll enjoy as well.  “Teachers give 
so much to our community” says Carol 
Donick, Library Director. “The Friends of 
the Library want to give something back to 

them. “
New Family Services: Gilead 

Presbyterian Church. Every Third Saturday 
5:30 p.m., the monthly service will feature 
music, a special theme for the services and 
refreshments.  You will find a more relaxed, 
friendly and fun atmosphere. There is a 
variety of participation of many ages. The 
parish is part of the Presbytery Church 
USA and the Presbytery of the Hudson 
River, led by the Rev. Martin McGeachy. 
All are always welcome.  For information 
and directions, visit www.gileadchurch.org 
or call 845 225-4586.
Art on Display: 

TIMELESS: an invitational exhibit 
celebrating accomplished artists and their 
art. August 13-27, opening reception & 
meet the artists: Sunday, August 13, 3 
p.m.-5 p.m., Over 20 local artists will be 
featured in our August Exhibit, including 
well known Mahopac  artists Adrienne 
Cullom, Sergio Gonzalez-Tornero & JoJo 
Maxwell, A. Eric Arctander Gallery @ the 
Belle Levine Art Center, Mahopac. Gallery 
hours: Sunday, August 20th & 27th 1-4 or 
by appointment. 
Tuesday, August 1 

Spotlight Family Support Group, 

Mahopac Library, Periodical Room 6:45-
8:00PM:  This is a guided recurring support 
group for family and friends suffering 
with the effects of a loved one that has a 
problem with drugs or alcohol.  For more 
information contact Drug Crisis in our 
Backyard 845-842-1212. No registration is 
required

The Reads at Reed Book Club:  7p.m. to 
discuss the book “The American Heiress”  
by Daisy Goodwin.  The meeting will be 
held at Reed Memorial Library, 1733 Route 
6, Carmel.  Contact 845-225-2439 with any 
questions.

Adult Code Club. 1:30 p.m., Learn 
coding basics the fun way: by playing 
games.  Students must have some basic 
knowledge of coding concepts. Must know 
how to use a mouse. Registration and 
attendance at all four classes is required. 
Register online at www.mahopaclibrary.
org
Wednesday. August 2

Movie Night:  Chef:  7 p.m. Join us for 
an evening screening of Chef on our big 
screen.  Chef is a heartwarming story of 
a chef who quits his job at a restaurant 
to purchase a food truck in an effort to 
create the food he loves while bringing his 
family back together. Rated R for language, 
including some suggestive references. For 
more information or to register, contact 
the Patterson Library at 845-878-6121 
x10 or go to www.pattersonlibrary.org and 
click Calendar.
Thursday, August 3

The Putnam County Computer 
Learning Center for seniors holds 
registration the first Thursday of every 
month at the William Koehler Senior 
Center, 180 Route 6 in Mahopac and at the 
Putnam Valley Senior Center, 117 Town 
Park Lane, Putnam Valley.  Registration 
hours in Mahopac are from 9:30 – 11 
a.m.  Putnam Valley registration is from 
10 a.m. –Noon. In addition to a variety of 
computer classes, we also teach classes in 
iPad, iPhone and Android Basics.  Anyone 
55 or older can register for a variety of 
computer classes. Registration is required 

in person.  For more information you can 
call Judy Kolt at (845) 277-5422 or email 
her at jak4dogs@verizon.net . If anyone is 
interested in volunteering, please call Judy 
Kolt as above. 
Friday, August 4

Summer Musical Theatre Production: 
Mahopac Public Library’s Summer Musical 
Theatre Camp performance of Bullies 
Anonymous. 5 p.m., All are welcome; 
no registration needed Mahopac Public 
Library. 

Flo Brandon Book Group. 11 a.m., 
Mahopac Public Library This monthly 
group will discuss Dark Money by Jane 
Mayer.  New members always welcome.

Breastfeeding Moms:  breastfeeding 
moms in Putnam County and the 
surrounding area will join thousands of 
others from around the world for the 2017 
BIG LATCH ON.  Putnam County’s local 
event is hosted by the Putnam County 
Department of Health and will take place at 
the Carmel Fire Department, 94 Gleneida 
Avenue.  Raffle prizes, information, 
activities and refreshments will be 
provided. Pre-registration is preferred but 
walk-ins are welcome. First 25 people to 
pre-register will be guaranteed a gift bag.  
Please arrive by 9:45 am so everyone can 
be registered and settled in for the 10:30 
a.m. latch on. For more information or 
to register, contact the Putnam County 
Department of Health at (845) 808-
1390, ext. 43232 or email Maria.Shaffer@
putnamcountyny.gov 

Gallery 66 NY Presents Rockland 
County artist Irv Suss “In Two Worlds”.  
Two distinct bodies of work by the same 
artist in Galleries A and B. 6 p.m., - 9 
p.m., and runs thru August 27th.  Exhibits 
will be on view August 4th and continue 
through August 27th, 2017. An opening 
reception will be held on August 4th from 
6- 9pm.  Gallery 66 NY is located at 66 
Main Street in Cold Spring.  Gallery hours 
12-6 Friday – Sunday or by appointment. 
For more information contact Gallery 
Director: Barbara Galazzo (845) 809-5838.  
www.gallery66ny.com. 

The Muddy Puddles “Mess 
Fest” Comes to Mahopac

Join us for a celebration of childhood as Peppa Pig joins the Muddy Puddles 
Project in forgetting about the stresses of everyday life and taking some time out to 
let loose and get messy.

The fifth annual Muddy Puddles “Mess Fest” honors Ty Louis Campbell, a young 
boy who passed away from brain cancer at the age of five in 2012. In remembrance of 
Ty, we devote this day to setting free our inner child as we laugh, play and get messy!

The event will include a visit with Peppa Pig (Nickelodeon’s animated star who 
absolutely loves jumping in muddy puddles), along with zip lines, splatter paint, 
pie tosses, slip ‘n’ slides, food fights, muddy puddle jumping, a “slopstacle course” 
and so much more. The Muddy Puddles “Mess Fest” is a family fun event, but more 
importantly, it is a fundraiser for childhood cancer research through the Ty Louis 
Campbell Foundation.

Throughout Ty’s cancer treatment, he yearned for the day when he would be well 
enough to jump in muddy puddles again, a simple pleasure that his disease took 
away from him. In Ty’s honor, we ask participants to let their children come and 
enjoy the simple pleasures of being a kid as a tribute to those who are unable to do 
so. For more information visit muddypuddlesproject.org .

WHAT: The Muddy Puddles “Mess Fest.” A fun, family-oriented celebration of 
kids being kids, in honor of those who can’t.

WHO: 2,500+ expected attendees. In the first four years, we have had more 
than 8,000 in attendance and raised approximately $260,000 for childhood cancer 
research (2013-2016 combined).

WHEN: Saturday, August 5, 11 a.m. – 4 p.m.
WHERE: Kiwi Country Day Camp, 825 Union Valley Rd, Mahopac.

About the Ty Louis Campbell Foundation
Founded in September 2012, The Ty Louis Campbell (TLC) Foundation is a 

certified nonprofit organization that funds innovative research and technology 
specifically geared toward the treatment of the deadliest childhood cancers. The 
organization seeks less toxic, more effective treatments that are specifically designed 
for children fighting cancer. For more information about the foundation, visit www.
theTLCfoundation.org.

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.com
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Putnam Valley G Ryan Basso glides the lane en route to a game-high 23 points for the Tigers in a decisive 68-49 victory over visiting Ossining last Tuesday night when the Tigers improved to 4-4 and the Pride 
fell to 1-4... see Boys’ Hoops Notebook
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Can’t 
Lasso 
Basso!
Put Valley 
Routs  
Ossining,
68-49
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Putnam Valley’s John Rainieri (R) is nipped at 2B in the top-seeded Toucans’ 12-3 loss to No.3 White Plains Hit & Run in the 17U championship game of  the Greater Hudson Valley Baseball League at Rogers 
Park in Danbury, CT, Sunday... see Direct Rays

Put Valley Toucans 
Clipped in 17U 
GHVBL Finals

Rain on Me!
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today will go a long way towards helping 
accomplish that. It was truly a great day for 
Shrub Oak Baseball.”

And anyone who knows anything about 
local travel baseball knows that Shrub Oak’s 
longstanding tradition of championship-

caliber baseball is second 
to none in this region.

So they rebuilt this 
thing from the ground up, 
doing so by re-establishing 
the trust from the 8-9Us, 
which is where they owned 
the GHVBL championship.

“We had 16 boys in 
8U and moved them 
all over and focused on 
development,” said Coach 
Stephen Brown, a four-
year player at Lakeland 
under the former old-
guard Robinson watch. 
“We made the playoffs and 

turned it on.”
Did they ever, the 

Shrub Oak 8Us defeated 
the Yorktown Knights, 
6-3, and then had an 
awesome game against 
the No.1 seed Putnam 
Valley Miners, capping 
an 11-10 triumph with a 
five-run comeback in the 
top of the 6th, and then an 
incredible, game-ending 
catch and throw double 
play by Jake Sgobbo.

“It was awesome,” said 
Coach Brown after the 
7-5 championship win 
over Harrison on Sunday. 
“Heads up at eight years 
old.”

Young Stephen Brown 
started each playoff 
game and gave three 
strong innings every 
game. Against Harrison, 
"Brownie" handed the 
ball to Vinny Jennings, 
who went the distance to 
close it out.  Shrub Oad 
got timely hitting from 
Connor Holland, Lukas 

Coppola, Mateo 
Santiago and Angelo 
Carlo (all had RBI).  
Coaches Anthony 
Pagano, Nicholas 
Delfico and one 
of my all-time 
favorites, Jimmy 
Gibson (he of Walter 
Panas fame), have 
big plans for this 
unit and Vernagallo says the future 
for all SOAC baseball is bright, and 
the brass at Yorktown Athletic Club.

The Yorktown Lighting won a 
9U-A title behind the solid pitching 
of Luca Masillo, Kurtis Maher, Liam 
O'Connor and Alex Ornstein. Jeffry 
Nunez and Liam O'Connor hat a 
multi-hit game, driving in two runs 
apiece, and there was a great defensive 
play made by 2B 
Dylan Leitner, 

who snared a looping 
liner in shallow right 
field and fired home a 
strike to catcher Lirim 
Biberaj a game-saving, 
inning ending inning 
double play.

The SOAC, 
Yorktown Athletic 
Club, Mahopac Sports 
Association and 
Cortlandt American 
Little League are 
equally thrilled with 
the advent of their 
highly successful travel 
baseball programs and 

the joy it has brought to so many kids and 
families across Northern Westchester and 
Putnam County this summer.

Great job by all, gang, especially you, 
Mr. Zaslaw! If I were a varsity coach at 
Lakeland, Panas, Yorktown and Mahopac, 
I would surely be excited to know that 
I might indeed have a bumper crop of 
diamond-ready athletes headed my way in 
the not-too-distant future.

No matter how you 
slice it, Yorktown's David 
Zaslaw has filled a huge 
void in the loves of more 
than 3,500 kids currently 
participating on some 275 
summer-season teams 
in the Greater Hudson 
Valley Baseball League, 
the regions preeminent 
baseball association for 
ages 8-17 since 2014 (the 
Spring and Fall season 

average between 175-200 teams).
“It’s really taken off,” Zaslaw understated. 

“It’s so much fun for all.”
When the Westchester Putnam Baseball 

Association closed shop on a 20-year run 
a couple of years ago, Zaslaw, the 46-year-
old organization's director of operations, 
picked up all the scraps and turned what 
was a baseball buffet into a five-course 
meal, complete with all the trimmings and 
trophies, including a highly functional web 
site with regular updates and standings.

Zaslaw, the 46-year-old baseball fanatic, 
served dessert on Sunday at Ryder's Park in 
Danbury, CT, which, on a glorious day for 
baseball, played host to some 17 GHVBL 
championships for teams from as far away 

as lower Westchester to Western CT, and 
as far north as Dutchess County and all 
points in between.

“The driving force behind the league first 
was a desire -- when my current 14U team 
was approaching our 11U year -- to play 
local teams that we were in great parity 
with,” said Zaslaw, who’s 14U Yorktown 
team dropped a 6-0 championship game 
at the hands of the vaunted East Coast 
Clippers on Sunday. “In surrounding 
leagues, teams were thrown together 
without any rhyme or 
reason, and it created a 
hit or miss: Some good 
quality games, but some 
very lopsided games 
that did not help any 
team to win or lose. The 
Greater Hudson Valley 
Baseball league was born from A and 
B-League teams wanting to play each 
other - promoting 1-3-run type games, 
which make kids better baseball players vs. 
mercy rule games. We also do not burden 
coaches with arduous rules: Bat your 
whole roster, provide flexible substitution 
rules to give kids an opportunity to hit 
and play the field in a way that is easy  
on coaches.”

And more than a handful 
of locals from the Northern 
We s t c h e s t e r / P u t n a m 
County region were lucky 
to have a significant role 
in GHVBL Championship 
Day, including several from 
Mahopac, Yorktown and 
Shrub Oak and another 
from Putnam Valley.

In addition to their 
committed coaches, the 
youth of these communities 
and their respective 
families have Mr. Zaslaw 
to thank for that; because 
anyone who knows 
anything about running a 
complex summer baseball 
program knows it’s an 
absolute nightmare to 
get everyone on the same 
page. But the “ZazMan” 
has quite the knack for it, 
as evidenced by the slew 
of happy families that 
left Danbury last Sunday 
feeling good about their 
seasons, win or lose.

MAHOPAC had three 
B Division teams reach 
the finals (11U, 14U and 
15U) and brought home a 
14U championship banner. 
SHRUB OAK landed 
three teams in the finals 
(two in the 8U, 9B) and 
brought home a GHVBL-

high three titles. YORKTOWN loaded up 
with three A-Division finalists (9A, 12A, 
14A) and snagged a single championship. 
SOMERS (12B), CORTLANDT (11B) 
and PUTNAM VALLEY (17U) each had 
a team in the finals, with Somers bringing 
home the lone banner among the three; a 
10-9 victory over rival Bedford/Katonah.

Shrub Oak is quite the story, having 
resurrected its travel program under 
the watchful eyes of Lou Vernagallo, 
the recently-appointed head of SOAC 

baseball. Shrub Oak’s travel 
program had all but dried up 
in recent years, but a group of 
dedicated coaches ramped up 
the level of desire within the 
8-9Us and went to work from 
the ground up.

“When I moved up here 
three years ago and there was no travel 
baseball at all for the boys,” Vernagallo 
said after going 18-0 and winning the 
8U-A title over Larchmont/Mamaroneck, 
12-0, behind four RBI Matthew Clyman 
and three more from Jake Bruno. “So 
many kids left the program because of 
that, and we had to start 
from scratch. Seeing what 
transpired this summer 
was so exciting for Shrub 
Oak. To see four Shrub Oak 
Storm teams in this complex 
today playing in the finals 
for their divisions, let alone 
all four coming away with 
championships, is truly like 
Christmas morning. A little 
over a year ago our travel 
program was near dormant 
and because of a lot of hard 
work by some great coaches 
we now have six travel 
squads with plans to add 
some more. These four wins 
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Yorktown’s Liam O’Connor fires pitch in 
Lightning’s GHVBL 9U A-League championship 
triumph of  Larch-Mam’neck Tigers Sunday in 
Danbury, CT.

GHVBL Crowns its Summer Champions in Super Fashion

Direct 
Rays

Mahopac C Casey Brandsetter makes choice put-out at plate in 
Indians’ 10-5 loss to East Fishkill in 11U GHVBL championship.

Members of  the 9U-A Yorktown Lightning celebrate a game-saving 
play in their GHVBL championship win Sunday.

Yorktown’s Kurtis Maher advances safely to 3B before scoring winning run in Lightning’s 9-3 extra-inning 
win in GHVBL championship.

Members of  the Yorktown 9U Lightning celebrate their championship 
win in the GHVBL.

Members of  the 9U SOAC B-team dogpiled after winning the GHVBL title Sunday in Danbury, CT.

Shrub Oak Thomas Imperarti gets a hug from Coach Paul after 
locking down 9U GHVBL title win Sunday.

SOAC 8U B-team members mob co-Manager Steve Brown (top) after 
winning the GHVBL title last Sunday in Danbury, CT.

Members of  the Mahopac 11U team pose with 2nd place GHVBL 
trophies Sunday in Danbury.

Shrub Oak’s Stephen Brown, like he’s 
been all year, was aces on the hill for 
Storm in 8U GHVBL championship win 
over Harrison Sunday.

Shrub Oak’s AJ Imperarti and Raymond Ameneiros celebrate a clutch 
run in 9U championship win Sunday.

Shrub Oak coaches spray players with bubbly goodness after 8U title win 
Sunday.
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6-3, and then had an 
awesome game against 
the No.1 seed Putnam 
Valley Miners, capping 
an 11-10 triumph with a 
five-run comeback in the 
top of the 6th, and then an 
incredible, game-ending 
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play by Jake Sgobbo.
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Coach Brown after the 
7-5 championship win 
over Harrison on Sunday. 
“Heads up at eight years 
old.”
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game and gave three 
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ball to Vinny Jennings, 
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close it out.  Shrub Oad 
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Gibson (he of Walter 
Panas fame), have 
big plans for this 
unit and Vernagallo says the future 
for all SOAC baseball is bright, and 
the brass at Yorktown Athletic Club.

The Yorktown Lighting won a 
9U-A title behind the solid pitching 
of Luca Masillo, Kurtis Maher, Liam 
O'Connor and Alex Ornstein. Jeffry 
Nunez and Liam O'Connor hat a 
multi-hit game, driving in two runs 
apiece, and there was a great defensive 
play made by 2B 
Dylan Leitner, 

who snared a looping 
liner in shallow right 
field and fired home a 
strike to catcher Lirim 
Biberaj a game-saving, 
inning ending inning 
double play.

The SOAC, 
Yorktown Athletic 
Club, Mahopac Sports 
Association and 
Cortlandt American 
Little League are 
equally thrilled with 
the advent of their 
highly successful travel 
baseball programs and 

the joy it has brought to so many kids and 
families across Northern Westchester and 
Putnam County this summer.

Great job by all, gang, especially you, 
Mr. Zaslaw! If I were a varsity coach at 
Lakeland, Panas, Yorktown and Mahopac, 
I would surely be excited to know that 
I might indeed have a bumper crop of 
diamond-ready athletes headed my way in 
the not-too-distant future.

No matter how you 
slice it, Yorktown's David 
Zaslaw has filled a huge 
void in the loves of more 
than 3,500 kids currently 
participating on some 275 
summer-season teams 
in the Greater Hudson 
Valley Baseball League, 
the regions preeminent 
baseball association for 
ages 8-17 since 2014 (the 
Spring and Fall season 

average between 175-200 teams).
“It’s really taken off,” Zaslaw understated. 

“It’s so much fun for all.”
When the Westchester Putnam Baseball 

Association closed shop on a 20-year run 
a couple of years ago, Zaslaw, the 46-year-
old organization's director of operations, 
picked up all the scraps and turned what 
was a baseball buffet into a five-course 
meal, complete with all the trimmings and 
trophies, including a highly functional web 
site with regular updates and standings.

Zaslaw, the 46-year-old baseball fanatic, 
served dessert on Sunday at Ryder's Park in 
Danbury, CT, which, on a glorious day for 
baseball, played host to some 17 GHVBL 
championships for teams from as far away 

as lower Westchester to Western CT, and 
as far north as Dutchess County and all 
points in between.

“The driving force behind the league first 
was a desire -- when my current 14U team 
was approaching our 11U year -- to play 
local teams that we were in great parity 
with,” said Zaslaw, who’s 14U Yorktown 
team dropped a 6-0 championship game 
at the hands of the vaunted East Coast 
Clippers on Sunday. “In surrounding 
leagues, teams were thrown together 
without any rhyme or 
reason, and it created a 
hit or miss: Some good 
quality games, but some 
very lopsided games 
that did not help any 
team to win or lose. The 
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B-League teams wanting to play each 
other - promoting 1-3-run type games, 
which make kids better baseball players vs. 
mercy rule games. We also do not burden 
coaches with arduous rules: Bat your 
whole roster, provide flexible substitution 
rules to give kids an opportunity to hit 
and play the field in a way that is easy  
on coaches.”

And more than a handful 
of locals from the Northern 
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County region were lucky 
to have a significant role 
in GHVBL Championship 
Day, including several from 
Mahopac, Yorktown and 
Shrub Oak and another 
from Putnam Valley.

In addition to their 
committed coaches, the 
youth of these communities 
and their respective 
families have Mr. Zaslaw 
to thank for that; because 
anyone who knows 
anything about running a 
complex summer baseball 
program knows it’s an 
absolute nightmare to 
get everyone on the same 
page. But the “ZazMan” 
has quite the knack for it, 
as evidenced by the slew 
of happy families that 
left Danbury last Sunday 
feeling good about their 
seasons, win or lose.

MAHOPAC had three 
B Division teams reach 
the finals (11U, 14U and 
15U) and brought home a 
14U championship banner. 
SHRUB OAK landed 
three teams in the finals 
(two in the 8U, 9B) and 
brought home a GHVBL-

high three titles. YORKTOWN loaded up 
with three A-Division finalists (9A, 12A, 
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SOMERS (12B), CORTLANDT (11B) 
and PUTNAM VALLEY (17U) each had 
a team in the finals, with Somers bringing 
home the lone banner among the three; a 
10-9 victory over rival Bedford/Katonah.

Shrub Oak is quite the story, having 
resurrected its travel program under 
the watchful eyes of Lou Vernagallo, 
the recently-appointed head of SOAC 

baseball. Shrub Oak’s travel 
program had all but dried up 
in recent years, but a group of 
dedicated coaches ramped up 
the level of desire within the 
8-9Us and went to work from 
the ground up.

“When I moved up here 
three years ago and there was no travel 
baseball at all for the boys,” Vernagallo 
said after going 18-0 and winning the 
8U-A title over Larchmont/Mamaroneck, 
12-0, behind four RBI Matthew Clyman 
and three more from Jake Bruno. “So 
many kids left the program because of 
that, and we had to start 
from scratch. Seeing what 
transpired this summer 
was so exciting for Shrub 
Oak. To see four Shrub Oak 
Storm teams in this complex 
today playing in the finals 
for their divisions, let alone 
all four coming away with 
championships, is truly like 
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Mahopac C Casey Brandsetter makes choice put-out at plate in 
Indians’ 10-5 loss to East Fishkill in 11U GHVBL championship.

Members of  the 9U-A Yorktown Lightning celebrate a game-saving 
play in their GHVBL championship win Sunday.

Yorktown’s Kurtis Maher advances safely to 3B before scoring winning run in Lightning’s 9-3 extra-inning 
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Members of  the Yorktown 9U Lightning celebrate their championship 
win in the GHVBL.

Members of  the 9U SOAC B-team dogpiled after winning the GHVBL title Sunday in Danbury, CT.

Shrub Oak Thomas Imperarti gets a hug from Coach Paul after 
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Shrub Oak’s Stephen Brown, like he’s 
been all year, was aces on the hill for 
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Shrub Oak coaches spray players with bubbly goodness after 8U title win 
Sunday.



Mahopac 
Comes 

Up Short 
in 10-5 

GHVBL 11U 
Title Loss
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Mahopac’s Nevan Nystrom (14) did his best 
to spark a rally by scoring this third-inning 
run but it wasn’t enough in the Indians’ 
10-5 loss to the East Fishkill Patriots 
in last Sunday’s 11U-B Greater Hudson 
Valley Baseball League championship...  
see Direct Rays

Knockin’ 
on 

Nevan’s 
Door!

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS


