
By David Propper
At the end of next school year, Mahopac 

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Dennis 
Creedon will be stepping down from his 
post.

Creedon, who just finished his 
second year with the district, made the 
announcement last Thursday during a 
Board of Education meeting. Creedon’s 
anticipated departure will mean the 
board will look for its fourth school chief 
in five years. The school board will begin 
a superintendent search and hopes to find 
a permanent replacement by the time 
Creedon leaves, said board vice president 
Michael Mongon. 

Creedon was a former deputy chief 
academic officer for the Philadelphia 
school district. He worked for that school 
system until 1987 before coming to 
Mahopac in 2015.

Mongon said while he was shocked 
by the announcement, he wasn’t totally 
surprised. He said he was disappointed 
to see Creedon go at the end of the 2017-
18 school year, but was ready to see the 
district move on in a positive direction. 

Mongon said the district is continuing a 
transformation that will take several years 
and he believes Creedon didn’t know if he 
could commit as many years as it’ll take 
to reach the final result the school board 
is seeking.  

Creedon has a three-year deal, Mongon 
said, and never approached the board 
about a contract extension. 

Creedon could not be reached for 
comment before press time Monday 
afternoon.

Looking ahead, Mongon said he wants 
a “community minded administration” 

rather than a school district hierarchy 
“going through the motions without 
emotion.”

“Hiring people that bleed blue and 
gold,” Mongon said, referring to the 
school district’s athletic colors. 

The Mahopac school system has seen 
several top leaders in a short time. 

When former school superintendent 
Thomas Manko left at the end of the 2014 
school year, the board was unable to find 
a permanent replacement after their top 
choice backed out last minute. Instead, 
the board hired Dr. Brian Monahan on an 
interim basis to take over for a year and 
then at the end of the 2015 school year, it 

By David Propper
Putnam Valley voters narrowly defeated 

a measure that would have resulted in a 
new recreation center in town Thursday 
night, halting a project town officials 
heavily lobbied for.

In the dead of summer, more than 
1,500 voters came out with 840 rejecting 
the proposal and 744 supporting it. The 
96-vote difference was a stunning end to 
an issue that lit a fire under the town the 
past few months. Supporters touted the 
proposed center as an epicenter where 
adults and children could take classes 
and play sports, but opponents decried 
the center as too expensive. The overall 
price tag would have been $3.8 million 

that would have been bonded and paid off 
over many years. 

Supervisor Sam Oliverio, who pushed 
hard for the center, was stunned and 
solemn as the vote total was announced 
at the Ambulance Corp. building after 9 
p.m.

“This would have been a real positive 
asset for the community, but the people 
aren’t ready for it,” Oliverio said. 

Oliverio said he believes the town faced 
an uphill battle against a “lot of negative 
misinformation.” He said, for instance, 
there were fliers that the recreation 
building would only be open five days per 
week from 8 a.m.- 4 p.m., which he said 
wasn’t the case. It would be open daily and 

the hours would be longer, he said. 
He did give some credit to the 

opposition for their hard work and also 
pointed to complacency among those 
that wanted the center. He said the day 
after the vote he got several calls and 
emails from residents that didn’t vote, but 
wanted the center.

“I assumed this was a slam dunk win 
with a huge plurality,” Oliverio said. “Who 
would oppose a year round rec. center?”

But Oliverio conceded the fear of 
higher taxes also led to voters shooting 
down the center. While he said $24 more 
in taxes for the building for several years 
per household might not seem like a lot, 
taxes in the area are already exorbitant. 

“We did everything we could,” Oliverio 
said. 

Recreation Committee chairman Phil 
Keating called the vote a “big setback” 
because programs won’t be enhanced. 

The recreation center would have 
expanded limited gym space and led to 
more programs and classes that the town 
used to have or never had before. 

“We move on, we don’t give up,” Keating 
said. “We’ve been doing this long enough, 
we know what we’re doing and we’re 
doing this for the kids and community 
and we’ll continue.” 

Councilwoman Jackie Annabi 
said she was “deeply disappointed” 
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Breaking News at Press Time
A video showing students from Brewster High School using 
the n-word was posted on social media recently, a New York 
Post article reported, citing the website Baller Alert. The 
article was published as The Putnam Examiner was going 
to press. School officials are investigating the video where 
teenagers are heard using the racial slur, according to the 
New York Post article. For more on this story, visit www.
theexaminernews.com.
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Supervisor Sam oliverio (right) and recreation Committee chairman Phil Keating following the proposed 
recreation center being voted down.
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By David Propper
With the hopes of putting sewer in 

the Route 6 corridor in Mahopac and 
in the Village of Brewster, the Putnam 
County Legislature’s physical services 
committee allotted $160,000 for studies 
at last Wednesday’s committee meeting in 
which more details were revealed about 
the proposals.

Deputy County Executive Bruce Walker 
touted the sewer plans as a way to boost 
business development in the county. 

One of the sewer districts would tie 
into the Danbury, Ct. district, go across 
the stateline and into the Village of 

Brewster’s sewer, Walker said. Working 
with the county planning department, a 
consolidated funding application grant 
for $2.4 million would be applied for with 
the overall project costing $12 million. 
Putnam County could bond the project 
and manage it without burdening the 
town, Walker said.

The physical services committee signed 
off on $75,000 so the county could hire an 
engineering firm and law firm to explore 
setting up the Stateline district. 

The city of Danbury, Walker said, has 
excess capacity in its sewer treatment 
plant and Danbury officials believe that 
its sewer usage will only decrease going 
forward. An opt-out provision would be 
included so property owners that have 
septic can decline to be part of the district, 
he said. 

There is no formal agreement with 
Danbury yet because more work needs to 
be done, Walker said. 

The other sewer district would be 
in Mahopac from Heritage Hills and 
go up Route 6 and possibly tie into a 
Department of Environmental Protection 
plant in town on Buckshollow Road. The 
cost would be $8 million and the county is 
applying for a $1.6 million grant. Carmel 
would be in charge of implementing the 
sewer line, Walker said.

Overall, the physical services committee 

allocated $75,000 for studies in Mahopac. 
There are several pieces of properties 

underused because they don’t have 
a sewer line to support commercial 
development, Walker said. The properties 
that tie into the sewer district would pay 
into the capital costs, Walker said. 

A sewage plant could also be built in 
Lake Carmel and extend down Route 311, 
possibly reaching Patterson near Camp 
Herrlich, but that proposal is farther 
away, Walker said. Another $10,000 was 
put forward by the committee last week to 
get the ball rolling on that.

Legislators at the meeting seemed in 
support of the sewer exploration. 

Legislature Chairwoman Ginny 
Nacerino said with decreasing population, 
the only way the county will be able 
to produce revenue is from economic 
development. Legislator Paul Jonke said 
property owners that would be in the new 
sewer district in Brewster are in support 
of it.

“This is an opportunity we can’t let pass 
by,” Jonke said.

Southeast Councilwoman Lynne 
Eckardt questioned why the development 
at the Stateline site hasn’t been built yet 
and if a sewer district would actually 
draw the developer to take action on the 
vacant land that is shovel ready. She said 
the county should consider where the 

retail market is headed before decisions 
are made that affect taxpayers. 

The town would like to know more 
about the project, Eckardt said, with 
better communication. But Jonke, 
who represents part of Southeast, said 
the notion there is a communication 
breakdown between the town and county 
“outright false.”  

Jonke said communication is a two-
way street and he speaks with Southeast 
Supervisor Tony Hay almost daily. 

Hay, when reached, said Jonke has 
spoken with him about the sewer project 
three times since Jonke was placed on the 
task force in November. Hay added there 
hasn’t been much information to relay so 
far. 

Southeast resident Ann Fanizzi pointed 
out a sewer plant in Carmel has only 
provided residential development, rather 
than commercial. She argued other major 
developments approved or constructed 
haven’t needed sewer. 

Mahopac resident Robert Buckley 
supported the sewer districts and 
noted too many Putnam residents go 
to Connecticut and Dutchess County 
for shopping. He called the location in 
Southeast for the sewer “ideal.” 

“I think they’re great opportunities 
for this county,” Buckley said of the two 
proposed sewer districts. 

County to Explore Sewer District in Brewster, Mahopac

Q: Could I benefit from lung cancer screening?    
A: The Low-Dose CT screen for lung cancer is a new 
form of traditional CT (computed tomography) scan. It 
uses a very low dose of radiation to provide unique 3-D 
information about the lungs, detecting ever-smaller 
lung cancers called nodules. Catching lung cancer early, 
when it’s smallest, has the most impact on prognosis 
and survival. Proof is that the LDCT Scan is reducing 
lung cancer deaths by 20 percent.*

If you meet each of these criteria, the screening, which 
is conducted at Northern Westchester Hospital (NWH), 
could potentially save your life: 

• You are between 55 and 74 years old; 
• You have a smoking history of 30 pack years –

meaning, you smoke (or smoked) one pack daily 
for 30 years, two packs daily for 15 years, 
or three packs daily for 10 years; 

• You currently smoke or quit within the past 15 years; 
• You have no symptoms of lung cancer.

Q: Should I be screened if I feel fine? 
A: If you meet the criteria, absolutely. Early-stage lung 
cancer usually presents no symptoms. Here’s why: The 
lung is a relatively large organ. Now picture a marble 
(the nodule) floating within a big balloon. For the marble 

to have a noticeable impact, it must get bigger. Only 
when that marble becomes the size of an acorn or an 
orange, do symptoms develop. That’s why screening 
is vitally important. Remember that most screening results 
are negative. Only a fractional number of people will need 
a biopsy, and a tiny percentage of those will have lung 
cancer. Also keep in mind that a biopsy performed at NWH 
is done using the most up-to-date, minimally invasive 
method possible. If lung cancer is diagnosed, NWH offers 
comprehensive treatment second to none.

Q: Can I afford the advanced LDCT screening? 
A: The screening is covered by Medicare and most 
commercial insurers. If you meet the criteria, and don’t 
have commercial insurance or Medicare, NWH can help – 
with many payment options and below-average pricing. 
If you can benefit from the screening, we make sure 
you get it.

Q: What steps should I take?
A: If you think you meet the criteria, ask your primary care 
physician about ordering an LDCT. If you don’t have a 
referring doctor, NWH’s nurse practitioner will determine 
your eligibility and possibly order an LDCT. NWH is going 
the extra mile to make this potentially life-saving screening 
100 percent accessible to everyone who needs it. 

If You Smoke or Used to Smoke
Advanced screening could save your life...

Christos Stavropoulos, MD, FACS
Chief, Thoracic Surgery Division
Director, Lung Cancer Program, 
Cancer Treatment & Wellness Center
Northern Westchester Hospital

www.nwhcancercenter.org

Ask the doctor

400 East Main Street  |  Mount Kisco, NY 10549    
914.666.1200  |  www.nwhc.net

To learn more or to make an 
appointment with our Nurse 
Practitioner, call 914.242.7695

Downsizing or 
Settling an 

Estate in 
Westchester?^

SELL EVERYTHING 
IN JUST 2 WEEKS

914-502-3083 
MaxSold.com/Examiner

Local expert help in Westchester to sell everything!
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By Anna Young
After 20 years of dedicated service 

providing hope and counseling to those in 
need, the Putnam Family & Community 
Services center is changing its name to 
CoveCare Center at the end of July. 

With the Carmel community center 
celebrating their 20-year anniversary, 
Chief Executive Officer Diane Russo 
felt they could better reach those in 
need under a distinct name that reflects 
the non-profit’s growth, vision, and 
commitment to recovery and wellness. 

“We need to make sure we’re able to 
reach people who need us,” said Deborah 
Levin, Director of Development. “We felt 
confined by the name so hopefully this 
helps us and the community.”

Russo explained that for years, 
community members and other agencies 
either didn’t know they existed or would 
confused them for other organizations 
that had a similar name. She added the 
importance of distinguishing themselves 
from the crowd, especially with so many 
unaware of the services they provide.

“We have people dying from drug 
overdoses. We have people having mental 
breaks and families in crisis. They don’t 
know we’re here,” Russo said. “We’re here 
for the community, we’re a community 
based agency, and our doors are open to 
everybody.”

Since their doors opened, the 

counseling center has improved the 
physical and mental wellbeing for those 
with social, behavioral and complex 
needs. The experienced staff provides 
an array of services that involve alcohol 
and substance abuse treatment, mental 
health counseling, health education, 
crisis response, smoking prevention, 
rehabilitation, habilitation, family 
support, and outreach and mobile 
treatment for seniors. 

Russo explained the significance in 
finding a name that reflects the guidance 
and support they have always provided 
and hope to continue to provide. 

“A cove is a safe, caring, compassionate, 
protective, welcoming and accepting 
place,” she added. 

While Russo cited the Dyson 
Foundation for granting them the 
opportunity to rebrand their facility, she 
stressed the need for new donors in order 

to support their ongoing mission. 
“We need support as people’s needs 

get greater,” Russo said. “We don’t want 
restrictions on what we do.”

On July 31, CoveCare Center will open 
their doors where they will continue to 
dedicate themselves to building a strong, 
united community where all people are 
valued, accepted, and empowered to live 
healthy lives. 

“Everyone’s recovery, whether it’s from 
depression, addiction, bi-polar disorder 
is a journey and we’re here to make that 
journey a successful one,” Russo said. 

Local Agency Committed to Wellness Changes Name

ANNA YoUNG PHoTo
The ribbon cutting for CoveCare, the new name for what is currently Putnam Family & Community 
Services until July 31.

Every time Putnam County Sheriff Donald B. Smith has been re-elected, he has sworn an oath which reads, in part:
 

"To support the Constitution of the United States and the Constitution of the State of New York. "
 

Yet the Sheriff's arrest of Alexandru Hossu – jailed for a year in 2013 while awaiting trial for a crime he didn't commit...
 

....might very well have been a violation of Mr. Hossu's Fifth and Fourteenth Amendments to the Constitution's due 
process clauses which are safeguards from arbitrary denial of life, liberty, or property by the Government outside  

the sanction of law.
 

That's what a Federal judge in White Plains is deciding right now in a $45-million lawsuit brought by Hossu against Smith, 
three of his aides and the County.  

 
It's clear to many that personal dislike of an aggressive DA rather than impartial administration of the law as sworn, 
 motivated the Sheriff''s abuse of the powers of his office and rule of law.

It's time for the citizens of Putnam County to put party loyalty aside and demand that this Sheriff resign.
 

Even Sheriff Smith agrees that corruption has no place in the Sheriff's office. Referring to his predecessor, 
16 years ago in the New York Times, he was quoted:

 
"The issues are there, they're festering, and they're starting to smell. If no one steps forward and challenges him, then we'd 
be telling him that he has a new four-year mandate, and that everything that has happened is all O.K."

 
You are right, Sheriff Smith. It smells. And we, the people, are stepping forward to challenge you this time ---because 
it's not OK that you are still in office.
Paid for by Citizens for Justice for Putnam County.

An Oath Dishonored
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By David Propper
For many years, people on the outside 

looking in have seen members of Lions 
Club International as an organization 
stereotypically for older men, Kristen 
Plitnick-Sullivan pointed out, but the 
new Mahopac Lions Club is breaking that 
preconceived notion.

Plitnick-Sullivan, the president of 
the Mahopac Lions Club, said when 
she recently met with the president of 
another lions club in Putnam County, he 
mentioned he was the youngest member 
of that chapter even though he was in his 
50s. In Mahopac, the youngest member is 
27-years-old. 

“I kind of feel like it’s a new wave of 
lions,” she said. “I think that’s kind of how 
we all feel. It’s a younger wave; it’s a newer 
wave. We’re going to be able to form our 
own mold.”

The newly minted club started late last 
month after Mahopac lacked a lions club 
for many years.

Plitnick-Sullivan said the club recently 
reached the number of members it 
needed to be officially recognized by 
the international organization. The 
organization meets a few times each 
month and their first official event was 
at the Putnam County Golf Course last 
Friday, in which they raised more $1,000 
for charity.

And the club looks like it’s going to 

keep growing. Plitnick-Sullivan has given 
membership applications to a few people 
and other board members have also given 
applications out within the last week. 

Lions Club International is more than 
100 years old with over 46,000 clubs 
and more than 1.4 million members, 
making it the world’s largest service club 
organization. Part of its mission statement 
is, “Whenever a Lions club gets together, 
problems get smaller. And communities 
get better.”

Plitnick-Sullivan, who runs a 
business out of her home, said it’s about 
volunteering and caring about the 
environment and people living in it, 
whether it’s seniors, the disabled, or the 

poor. Pitnick vowed where there’s a need, 
the Mahopac Lions Club will address it, 
either through raising funds or simply 
lending a helping hand. 

The board has thought about all the 
events and charitable pushes they can 
make in 2017, with their minds “running 
wild with all the things we hope to 
accomplish this year,” Plitnick-Sullivan 
said.

Plitnick-Sullivan, a Carmel resident,  
said the club is open to working with 
other organizations in the area like rotary, 
the chamber of commerce and other 
lions clubs. Rather than in competition, 
Plitnick-Sullivan said every group strives 
to better the community. 

“The more the merrier,” Plitnick-
Sullivan said. 

Angelo Purcigliotti, of the Somers 
Lions Club, said Mahopac had a lions club 
for a few years, but it wasn’t able to sustain 
itself. He knew many people in the former 
Mahopac Lions Club and was sad to see 
it go. 

As a district membership director in 
the region, Purcigliotti said he  wanted to 
bring a club back to Mahopac because it’s 
such a “large and vibrant community.”

“It made no sense not to have a lions 
club in a community like that,” Purcigliotti 
said. 

He contacted the Greater Mahopac-
Carmel Chamber of Commerce to help 
find residents interested and once some 
folks were found, organizational meetings 
began until more than 20 people signed 
up to officially usher in the club. 

He’s impressed that the Mahopac 
club is already so active even though it’s 
incredibly new. He called the club’s fate 
“promising.”

Purcigliotti said members of lions clubs 
join because it gives them the chance to 
make a positive impact in their town. 
People want to help others in need, 
Purcigliotti said, and lions clubs provide 
that outlet. 

“It’s a natural human quality that people 
have,” he said. 

New Wave of Lions Descend in Mahopac

ProvidEd PHoTo
Members of  the Mahopac Lions Club which is already doing good work in the community.
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By David Propper
After the prospects of a history museum 

and visitor’s center at the early start of the 
21st century died down, Town of Kent 
officials and other stakeholders are hoping 
to revive that plan.

Town officials and local historians want 
to see a museums and visitor’s welcome 
center on the property formerly owned 
by the Carmel Camper on Route 52 and 
the restoration of Ludington Mill on the 
adjacent property as a tourist attraction, 
Kent Highway Superintendent Richard 
Othmer said at a town board meeting last 
Tuesday.  

The site where the museum would be is 
owned by the town, Othmer said, and only 
a museum can be built there. The Kent 
Historical Society would run the museum. 

Kent Historical Society president Clark 
Darling said the historical society owns 
the site of the Ludington Mill. It was 
built in 1776 and burned down in 1972. 
The society bought it many years ago and 
would like to restore that mill.

He cautioned that the two properties -- 
the mill and proposed museum location -- 
shouldn’t be tied together because they’re  
separate properties. 

Funding remains the biggest problem 
because the historical society doesn’t have 

the money to revive the mill. 
Supervisor Maureen Fleming said 

revitalizing the properties and building a 
museum would allow the town to show off 
its history.

Funding wouldn’t come from the town, 
Fleming said, but instead from possible 
grants. The town’s historical society and 
the Putnam County Historian’s Office 
could also work together to move the 
projects forward. 

Assemblywoman Sandy Galef was on 
hand for the meeting and said she could 
help look for state grant money once she 
has a firmer idea how much the projects 
would cost. A $450,000 grant was actually 
obtained in 2001, but following the 9-11 
attacks, the program ceased to exist so the 
money never came through, Othmer said.

There were a couple other instances 
where the project could have been 
jumpstarted, but it never got off the 
ground. 

Councilman Bill Huestis said the 
museum and new mill would be welcomed 
in the town and it’s important because 
there are historical artifacts that need to 
be housed. 

“We’re attempting to address many 
different eyesores in the community,” 
Huestis said.  

Kent Looks to Show off 
More Local History
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with the outcome and pointed to the 
“bombardment of misinformation” by 
those opposing the project. Looking 
back, she believes the town would have 
been better served to hold more town hall 
style meetings about the project to better 
inform residents.

“We obviously failed in effectively 
educating the residents as to the true 
facts about every aspect of the proposal,” 
Annabi said.

She thanked the town employees and 
volunteers that worked hard on the 
proposal and vowed the town would 
continue to find ways to improve the 
quality of life for residents.

“I’m sure we’ll go back to the drawing 
board, learn from our failures to come 
up with new and exciting solutions to the 
lack of recreational resources available to 
all Putnam Valley residents,” Annabi said.

Longtime resident Patty Villanova was 
against the recreation center and called 
the results a victory for taxpayers. She 
panned the plan as too costly and not 
sustainable. 

“We don’t need this building,” Villanova 
said. “You don’t need to spend (money) 
on a building like this. It’s crazy.”

While Oliverio claimed residents 
against the recreation center were 

speaking falsehoods, Villanova claimed 
it was town officials that were “blatantly 
lying.” Information disseminated by 
the opponents of the center came from 
Freedom of Information Act requests, 
Villanova said. 

She said the town tried to build the 
center in secret and many people didn’t 
know about the center until she and 
others set out to get the bond to a vote. 

Resident Dan Vera, also active in town, 
campaigned against the recreation center. 
In an email blast a couple days before the 
vote, Vera stressed the center would cost 

too much in taxes and fees to participate 
in programs. 

 “They’re spending our tax dollars to 
promote this 30-year $3.8-million bond, 
do you really think they have our best 
interest at heart,” Vera said in the email.

The proposed recreation center 
sparked widespread and passionate 
debate throughout town. The town board 
originally voted unanimously to approve 
a bond for the center and New York State 
Senator Sue Serino even announced a 
$100,000 grant for the facility, with a press 
release titled “Recreation Center Coming 

to Putnam Valley with Help from Serino.” 
But a handful of residents had 

other plans and forced a permissible 
referendum, which meant town residents 
and not just the five town board members 
would determine the fate of the proposed 
recreation center. 

Villanova fears that another vote for the 
recreation center would be scheduled at a 
later date.

“They won’t accept no,” Villanova said. 
And Oliverio hasn’t ruled it out. 

The town must wait a year before 
reintroducing the measure. When asked if 
another vote on the recreation center was 
possible, Oliverio said, “Yes, absolutely.” 

In Stunning Result, PV Rec. Center Voted Down
continued from page 1
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AFTERNOON SWING
AT THE GARRISON

BOOK YOUR TEE TIME 
TODAY
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offers the perfect finish to any 18 rounds.
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Brunch: Sat & Sun | 11:30am - 2:30pm
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Town clerk Sherry Howard (center) counting absentee ballots with a couple other election workers. 
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By David Propper
Only two residents, both usual suspects 

at Putnam County Legislature meetings, 
spoke during a very brief public hearing 
last Tuesday concerning a possible senior 
center in the Town of Kent.

Proposed by Legislator Toni Addonizio, 
the center would be at the Lakeview 
Community Church, the site of the former 
Dill’s Best Building that closed years ago. 
A $300,000 grant is expected to be applied 
for that would explore whether the center 
could work at that location in town.

Bill Nulk, of the Putnam County 
Chambers of Commerce and Kent 
resident, said the grant is an initial 
attempt to get something done to occupy 
space along the Route 52 corridor. Nulk 
stressed any type of business, whether it’s 
non-profit or community oriented would 
be helpful. 

“The way granting works if you don’t 
apply for it, you don’t get any money so 
we should make an attempt to get it,” Nulk 
said 

Southeast Councilwoman Lynne 
Eckardt, who was more skeptical about the 
plan, said the county must communicate 
better with town officials on several issues, 
including the proposed center. 

Eckardt said after she heard about the 
proposed Kent senior center a few weeks 
ago, she called Kent Supervisor Maureen 
Fleming assuming she knew about it. But 
Eckardt said she did not. 

She called the lack of talk between the 
two governments a “very ineffective way 
to govern.” She urged county lawmakers 
not to apply for the grant because after 
speaking with Fleming she gathered the 
town is looking for a community center, 
rather than just a senior center. 

“I think this is another case of no 
communication at all,” Eckardt said. “And 
I feel it’s really important that we start 
working together.”

No one from the Town of Kent attended, 
though they had a meeting the same night 
at 7 p.m.

Kent Senior Center Hearing Yields Small Crowd

dAvid ProPPEr PHoTo
Bill Nulk, of  the Putnam County Chambers of  
Commerce and Kent resident, speaks at last 
week’s hearing. 

was announced Creedon would take the 
position. 

Two other board members reached for 
comment, Michael Cazzari and Michael 
Simone, didn’t have much to say about 
Creedon leaving because Cazzari only 
worked with Creedon for a year so far and 
Simone just started on the board.

Cazzari said on a personal level, 
Creedon interacted with his older 
children and gave them career and life 
guidance as a community member when 
he ran into them at local events. 

“He has a warm heart,” he said. “My 
kids really appreciated him speaking to 
them and giving them guidance.”

The Carmel police chief said he would 
like the next school superintendent to be 
local and invested in the community. 

Simone said he was struck with how 
Creedon publicly acknowledged and 
thanked his assistant superintendents 
when he announced his impending 
departure last week. The way he promoted 
each of them really stood out, Simone 
said.

Simone, the Carmel highway 
superintendent, said he wants to see a 
new school chief that is local and willing 
to stay with the district for at least a 
decade. A candidate that is younger with 
less experience would be fine, Simone 
said, because the district could grow with 
that new school leader. 

“When we search this time, hopefully 
we can find someone who will stay and be 
committed here,” Simone said. 

Mahopac 
District School 
Chief to Leave 
Next Year
continued from page 1
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RT. 9A & 129 • CROTON ON HUDSON
Hours: Mon-Thurs 8:30-8  Fri & Sat 8:30-6 Sun 11-4

914-271-5100 
crotonautopark.com

GET THE JOB DONE!
ATTN: LANDSCAPERS & CONTRACTORS BUY AND SAVE BIG!

YES! BRAND NEW 2016 RAM

PROMASTER 1500  LOW ROOF

$26,995
SAVE $6,500

MSRP $33,495

YES! BRAND NEW 2016 RAM

PROMASTER 2500  HIGH ROOF
6 SPEED AUTOMATIC

Uconnect 5.0, Interior Convenience Group, Rear Hinged Doors 
w/Fixed Glass, Wide Power Heated Mirrors,. STK#11556T

$30,995
SAVE $6,935

MSRP $37,930

AGGRESSIVE DEALS ON DEALER JEEP DEMOS!
Save Up To $10,000 Off MSRP

8 AVAILABLE CALL FOR DETAILS!

3.6L AUTOMATIC
Top features include air conditioning, a trip computer, turn 

signal indicator mirrors, and much more.. STK#11552T

GET THE JOB DONE!
ATTN: LANDSCAPERS & CONTRACTORS BUY AND SAVE BIG!

SAVE  $10,996 
ON OUR LAST 

2016 RAM 
TRUCKS

UP
TO

$32,881
SAVE $9,834

MSRP $42,715NEW 2016 
RAM 1500 ST 
QUAD CAB
 RED, AUTOMATIC, 27J PACKAGE, HEMI, 
20” ALLOY WHEELS, SIDE STEPS AND 
MORE, STK#11819T

$35,475
SAVE $10,640

MSRP $46,115NEW 2016 
RAM 1500 SLT 
QUAD CAB
 RED, AUTOMATIC, 27S PACKAGE, HEMI, 
20” ALLOY WHEELS, BEDLINER AND 
MORE, STK#11746T

$37,252
SAVE $10,738

MSRP $47,990NEW 2016 
RAM 1500 SLT 
CREW CAB
 RED, AUTOMATIC, 26S PACKAGE, HEMI, 
20” ALLOY WHEELS, NAVIGATION AND 
MORE, STK#11679TT

$37,104
SAVE $10,996

MSRP $48,100NEW 2016 
RAM 1500 SLT 
QUAD CAB
 MAX STEEL, AUTOMATIC, 27S PACKAGE, 
HEMI, 20” ALLOY WHEELS, NAVIGATION 
AND MORE, STK#11775T

PRICES INCLUDE ALL REBATES AND INCENTIVES. MUST TAKE DELIVERY BY 6/30/17
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By David Propper
When George Hartshorn Paving 

has a job, don’t expect owner George 
Hartshorn Jr. to be sitting idle in an office 
somewhere. Hartshorn, who leads the 
successful paving company with his wife 
Kathy, is on site at every job, regardless of 
size or complicity. 

“I’m always hands on,” Hartshorn said.
The family run business has been a 

reliable source for customers in Putnam, 
Westchester, and Dutchess counties for 
decades. Hartshorn does paving, blacktop 
sealing, (commercial and residential) 
septic and other repair work, small 
excavations and drainage systems. And 
Hartshorn is there to work on all of it, 
along with the rest of his employees. 

While the business has a Carmel postal 
address, it is located in the Town of Kent. 
The business recently celebrated their 
new, larger location last month.

Hartshorn said customers are pleasantly 
surprised that the owner invests so much 
time in each property. It’s one of the 
reasons his business continues to remain 
strong and expand.

“Personally sees it from beginning to 
end from the phone call with the customer 
as well as meeting with them, giving them 
the estimate, giving them the options that 

are needed right on through to the end 
product,” said Kathy, who is the numbers 
side of the business. 

Hartshorn starts his day at 6 a.m. and 
doesn’t get home until the sun goes down 
at 9 p.m.

(The only reason Hartshorn was around 
for this interview is because the rain put a 
pause on five estimates. “It’s tough to seal 
driveways because you need the driveway 
to dry,” he said.)

George’s father, George Hartshorn 
Sr. started the business in 1960 out of 
his home in the backyard. The younger 
Hartshorn worked with his father for 

many years and then took over about 20 
years ago. 

His father (now deceased) taught him 
“everything” about running the business. 
The father and son worked together 
for countless years and George Sr. was 
proud to see his son take over the family 
business.

“Took it from a small mom and pop 
business to a bigger business,” Hartshorn 
said. “I think (my father) would be very 
impressed.” 

The new location fits several big 
trucks and pieces of equipment, as well 
as a building for headquarters with an 

office space. The business is usually 
bustling seven days a week from April to 
December until the cold, snowy weather 
arrives. In the winter, the business will do 
some commercial plowing to keep busy. 

And regardless of whether the work 
is in July or December, customers can 
expect the very best.

“I try to do every driveway as if it’s my 
own,” Hartshorn said. “And people like 
that.” 

Customers can reach George Hartshorn 
Paving at 845-225-9522 or email at  
hartshornpaving@gmail.com.

George Har tshorn Pav ing 
Kent 

Business 

of the Week

ProvidEd PHoTo
The ribbon cutting held last month for George Hartshorn Paving’s new location 
in Kent. 

ProvidEd PHoTo
The crew that helps George Hartshorn with his more than 50 year old 
business. 

Why Drive?
For Information Call: 
JTR Transportation
1.800.433.7444 ext. 103
www.SeeYouOnTheBus.com

Tuesdays, Thursdays & 
Sundays
Hyde Park, Poughkeepsie, 
Fishkill, Brewster/Carmel

$40 BONUS PACKAGE VALUE!
$15 Meal/Retail Coupon
One $10 Bet Coupon & One $15 Free Bet

$30
Round Trip
Bus Fare

OUR BUS IS 
YOUR BEST BET.

*Offer is for approved line run bus companies. Bus vouchers must be purchased using Momentum *Offer is for approved line run bus companies. Bus vouchers must be purchased using Momentum *Offer is for approved line run bus companies. Bus vouchers must be purchased using Momentum 
Dollars at the Bus Marketing Window at Mohegan Sun. Guests must show they have a valid ticket for Dollars at the Bus Marketing Window at Mohegan Sun. Guests must show they have a valid ticket for Dollars at the Bus Marketing Window at Mohegan Sun. Guests must show they have a valid ticket for 
the run they are purchasing a voucher for. Bonus packages are issued to individuals 21 years of age the run they are purchasing a voucher for. Bonus packages are issued to individuals 21 years of age the run they are purchasing a voucher for. Bonus packages are issued to individuals 21 years of age 
or older. To receive a casino bonus package, passengers must have a Momentum card or be able or older. To receive a casino bonus package, passengers must have a Momentum card or be able or older. To receive a casino bonus package, passengers must have a Momentum card or be able 
to sign up for a Momentum card on day of travel. to sign up for a Momentum card on day of travel. to sign up for a Momentum card on day of travel. Proper identification required. Proper identification required. Proper identification required. Proper identification required. Proper identification required. Proper identification required. Please visit the Bus Please visit the Bus Please visit the Bus 
Marketing Window for official rules. Marketing Window for official rules. Marketing Window for official rules. Offer subject to change without notice. mohegansun.comOffer subject to change without notice. mohegansun.comOffer subject to change without notice. mohegansun.comOffer subject to change without notice. mohegansun.comOffer subject to change without notice. mohegansun.comOffer subject to change without notice. mohegansun.com

Buy one bus voucher, get one bus voucher free on Tuesdays*

Check Out Hot Summer Fun 
at Mohegan Sun!
mohegansun.com/HSF
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Letters to the Editor

The Putnam County Legislators should 
throw Sheriff Don Smith out of office. He 
is a scoundrel who knew exactly what 
he was doing was false, but he entered 
those press releases against the innocent 
man anyway. He might have apologized 
publicly, but we shouldn’t fall for that 
or any more lies he might be telling. He 

is certainly not above the law or greater 
than God as he thinks. It is a disgrace to 
have a sheriff like that. Why do we have to 
pay a $125,000 settlement fee in taxes, I’ll 
never understand when he is the one who 
committed the crime. We had nothing to 
do with his dishonesty. He should not be 
allowed to seek another four-year term as 

sheriff of Putnam County or anywhere else 
for that matter. I’m wondering why these 
legislators cannot see the forest through 
the trees. I think we all can remember 
that NYS Senator Vincent Leibell was 
also full of corruption and he tasted these 
bitter sticks in the Federal Penitentiary in 
Pennsylvania.  I always thought that the 

“punishment should fit the crime.” So 
wake up legislators and listen to what the 
public has to say about Sheriff Smith who 
is obviously a very poor role model for 
any decent person to witness.

Elisabeth B. Joshi
Mahopac

Spoiled food can make a person sick 
any day of the year. But warm weather 
and picnic meals make the problem more 
common.

“The number of cases of food-related 
illnesses rise during the summer for 
two reasons,” says interim Health 
Commissioner Michael J. Nesheiwat, 
M.D. “The first is that bacteria grow more 
quickly in warm and humid settings. The 
second reason is that preparing food and 
eating outdoors makes it harder to follow 
simple food safety rules. Some of the 
more common culprits that cause food 
borne illnesses include E. coli, salmonella 
and campylobacter, resulting in a variety 
of gastrointestinal symptoms, ranging 
from mild to severe.”

Four basic steps for food safety 
are endorsed by the Putnam County 
Department of Health, along with other 
experts including the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s Food Safety and Inspection 
Service. In plain terms remember this: 
C-S-C-C for clean, separate, cook and 
chill.

Unwashed and unclean hands spread 
germs and can cause illness. Hands 
should be washed for at least 20 seconds 
with warm soapy water before eating 
or preparing food. If you are away 
from home, bring clean, wet disposable 
washcloths, moist towelettes and paper 
towels for cleaning hands and surfaces. 

Clean all fruits and vegetables before 
use—especially if you eat it raw, without 
cooking it.

Separate raw and cooked food to avoid 
contamination when preparing, grilling 
and serving food. This a main cause of 
food borne illness. Be careful to avoid 
cross contamination when packing a 
cooler as well.

Cook all meat to a safe temperature 
and take your thermometer along to test 
it. Beef, lamb and veal (steaks, roasts and 
chops) should be cooked to 145 degree 
F, pork to 150 degrees F, chicken to 165 
degrees F, and ground meats to 160 
degrees F. Fish should be cooked to 140 
degrees F. Do not rely on the color of the 
food or juices. Use the thermometer.

Chill is the final step. All cooked food 
and luncheon meats, or potato and pasta 
salads, as well as left overs, should be kept 
refrigerated. Insulated coolers need to 
be packed with several inches of ice, ice 
packs or containers of frozen water on top 
to keep food safe. Food left out without 
refrigeration for more than two hours 
may not be safe to eat. When the weather 
is warm and temperatures are above 90 
degrees F, food should not be left out for 
more than one hour. Remember, if in 
doubt—throw it out.

Other important summer food safety 
tips:
•	 If food won’t be eaten for two hours or 

more, keep hot food at 140 degrees F or 
higher and cold foods at 40 degrees F or 
lower.

•	 A wide shallow container allows cooked 
food to cool more rapidly. Refrigerate 
leftovers promptly to limit the growth 
of germs. When reheating make sure the 
food reaches 165 degrees F.

•	 Cook from frozen or defrost in the 
refrigerator or cooler. Never thaw 
frozen foods a room temperature.

•	 When shopping, select frozen and 
refrigerated items last. Place back 
in refrigerator or freezer as soon as 
possible.

The Department of Health’s mission 
is to improve and protect the health 
of the Putnam County community, 
composed of nearly 100,000 residents. 
Core services include community 
health assessment, disease surveillance 
and control, emergency preparedness, 
environmental health protection, 
family health promotion and health 
education. For more information, please 
visit the PCDOH website at www.
putnamcountyny.com/health or visit the 
social media sites on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/putnamhealth, and Twitter 
@PutnamHealthNY.  

Some observations and comments 
about the current Putnam County Sheriff 
race:

Anyone living in Putnam County 
is blessed to reside in such a bucolic 
environment when you look at the world 
around us. After giving thanks for the 
Good Lord for this privilege let us act 
accordingly with our civic duty of voting 
this election. 

I don’t know any of three candidates 
running for the sheriff position, but I have 
astute observations to share with the good 
citizens of Putnam. First, Robert Langley 
is nothing but a carpetbagger who is using 
political parties for own his own career 
expediency. He has been registered as a 
Republican and now switches parties to 
run as a Democrat. Of course he gives 
no reason for this exchange but expects 
you, the voter, to fall for this switch and 

bait tactic. Well another Cold Spring 
resident pulled the same trick in the past 
sheriff race—Kevin McConville—and lost 
decisively. Is there something in the water 
over there where candidates from Cold 
Spring think they can fool Putnam voters 
with this party switch and bait tactic? 

The candidate Andrew DeStefano ran 
a few years back and turned out to be a 
coward. As the race was entering the final 
stretch, he learned he might be arrested 
for voter petition fraud and drops out of 
the race via a fax press release. This was 
after the ballots were printed and the 
absentee ballots had already come in. The 
press release went further on to state, “I 
am leaving Putnam County and moving 
to NYC.” He never had the courage and 
integrity to stand up at a press conference 
to say this but rather hid behind a fax 
machine. Where did you move into NYC 

Andy and when did you move back to 
Putnam County? Want to clarify all of 
that Andy? 

I am holding my nose and voting for 
incumbent Don Smith for being the 
least culpable of the three candidates. 
His integrity was to stand up and say 
he was wrong and admit wrongdoing 
in the Adam Levy matter. Langley’s 
party switch without explanation and 
DeStefano’s cowardly behavior negate 
any consideration of their candidacies. 
I would urge Smith to use his pension 
monies from his prior government service 
to pay off the $125,000 Putnam taxpayers 
are on the hook for. Or as an alternative, 
forgo any salary for a year as sheriff and 
live off his government pension to pay 
back into the coffers the settlement. 

Another consideration in this entire 
fiasco is to have the County Executive sit 

down with the former district attorney 
(Adam Levy) and ask him to waive 
the taxpayer portion of the settlement 
agreement. The voters gave Levy the 
privilege of serving as our DA for 
two consecutive terms. Levy’s mother 
Judge Judy is the highest paid television 
personality with a $50 million annual 
salary. I’m sure they don’t need the 
settlement from Putnam and it would be 
a tremendous gift from the Levy family 
to waive this penalty that the Putnam 
taxpayers must pay.

Janet Horvoth
Lake Carmel 

Editor’s Note: Langley resides in Garrison, 
not Cold Spring.

Sheriff Should Not Seek Another Term in Office

Food Borne Illnesses Peak in Summer, Warns Health Dept.

Smith Still Best Option of Trio Running for Sheriff
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By Anna Young
A Westchester family who has been 

serving breakfast to train commuters at 
the Croton-Harmon Train Station for 
nearly half a century is at risk of losing 
their business. 

Nance’s Coffee, located at the Croton-
on-Hudson Metro-North station, has 
been fighting to save their 51-year-
old business since the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority (MTA) put 
their occupied space out for bid in June. 

Sean Cohen, co-owner and son of 
founder Nance Marafito, said after their 
long-term lease expired last year without 
a renewal clause, they exercised their 
holdover clause that resulted in a month-
to-month contract. 

Since then, the family has reached out 
to the MTA several times since the start 
of the year hoping to come to a mutual 
agreement going forward. Cohen said he’s 
only received one response. 

“They don’t want to consider our legacy 
and lasting loyalty to the station,” Cohen 
said. 

Along with a discourteous walk-
through conducted by MTA officials on 
Thursday, Cohen added that businesses 
eyeing the space have also been trying to 
intimidate the family. 

“This is our business and should remain 
our business,” he asserted. 

Manager Kristine Cohen, who has been 

serving the multi-county clientele for 
over 20 years, said she loves serving the 
community and would be devastated if 
the shop shut down. 

“There’s nothing like giving someone 
their first cup of coffee in the morning,” 
she said. “I enjoy being here and keeping 
it all in the family, but right now it’s a 
whole family being affected by this.”

According to the Metro-North, with 
the shop’s agreement expiring in June, 
they are required to offer any MTA-
owned retail space through a transparent, 
competitive process that is fair to all and 
shows no favoritism, or invites litigation. 

“We recognize 
that the Marifito 
family has served 
with distinction 
for more than 50 
years, and they 
are encouraged to 
submit a proposal 
for the space so 
they can have 
the opportunity 
to continue to 
operate the stand,” 
said Metro-North 
spokesperson 
Nancy 
Gamerman. 

Metro-North 
plans to review 
all request-for-

proposals for the space in August. 
 “It’s a terrible thing when common 

sense is overshadowed by profiteering,” 
State Senator Terrence Murphy 
(R-Yorktown) said. “What is happening to 
the Cohen family is indicative of what is 
happening to businesses across New York 
State.”

Westchester County Legislator 
candidate Bob Outhouse added his 
intention to work with the MTA to come 
to a fair resolution that doesn’t infringe on 
the history and the relationship the family 
business has with the community. 

“Nance Marafito Cohen is a Croton 
institution,” Croton-on-Hudson Mayor 
Greg Schmidt stated in a letter to the 
MTA. “She has diligently served the 
commuters of Croton, and her customers 
are the MTA’s customers.”

Despite the emotional weight the family 
business has been suffering, Nance’s has 
also received an overwhelming amount 
of support from their loyal clientele who 
don’t want to see them leave. 

“They’ve been here forever, we’re like 
a family,” Garrison resident Josh Parker 
said. 

Croton resident Nasry Michelen, who 
has been a customer of the shop for 28 
years, said grabbing his early morning cup 
of coffee and newspaper from the stand is 
a critical part of his morning commute. 

“This is a real community place,” 
Michelen said. “It’s a shame what’s 
happening to them.”

Sean Cohen also started a petition on 
Change.org hoping to show the MTA 
how important their legacy is to the 
community and encourage them to stop 
the bidding process. The petition has 
already received over 1,000 signatures. 

“This is something that is near and dear 
to our hearts,” Cohen said. “Nobody will 
be able to serve the community like we 
do, so we plan to be the successful bidder 
on this.”

Longtime Coffee Shop Gains Support to Stay at Croton Train Station

ANNA YoUNG PHoTo
Nance’s Coffee has been fighting to save their business since the MTA put their 
occupied space out for bid in June. 
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Across
1. Break down
4. Voice a grievance, for example
7. What’s what in Spain
8. Possibly the most unique named car 
wash in America, Mahopac’s ___ ___, 
goes with 26 across
11. Land of the brave and free
12. Have some
13. Court figure, for short
14. Chameleon
15. Rolling in it
17. King, in Portugal
18. Ship, affectionately
21. Contaminating
26. See 8 across
27. ___ school
28. Irish airport
30. Stetson, e.g.
31. Use for support
32. Elect
33. Computer training center, for short
34. End-of-page abbreviation

Down
1. Pocohontas was one
2. The act of ejecting
3. Ringo or Paul
4. Very narrow, as shoes
5. Publicity

6. Corinne Bailey ___ Grammy nominee
8. Othello’s ensign
9. Alum
10. Greatest
12. Butter dab
16. Tedious enumeration
19. Rap genre
20. Captivated
22. Half of AD
23. Involved with
24. A Bobbsey twin
25. Threaten somehow
26. Disney founder
28. __ Lanka
29. Worked (up)

68 Old Route 6 • Carmel NY 

The Putnam   
Humane Society 

Bogey 

A house is not a home 
without a Beagle!  

Licensed, insured and bonded! • Quality guaranteed!

845 628-1330
sclafanienergy.com

Now is the time 
to beat the Cold

Our service 
Contract is pure 
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Call now for a 

great deal on our 
Gold Service 

Contract:
•Tune-up of the 
 heating system
•Clean boiler or 
 furnace, smoke pipe   
 and chimney base
•Covers you 24/7  all year

160 Route 52, Carmel NY
845-228-2818

www.goldsgym.com

STUDENT SPECIAL
$159 For the year

              
$1999 (Per Month) 

                                     For Everyone Else

Crossword by Myles Mellor Answers on page 19

Advertise in The Putnam Examiner  •  914-864-0878

Crossword Puzzle
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Hugh Madden
Hugh Madden of Patterson, died at 

the age of 75 on July 8. He was born on 
February 7, 1942 in Caherlistrane, Co. 
Galway, Ireland to Thomas and Catherine 
(McCabe) Madden. On April 8, 1970 he 
married the love of his life Mary Crowley. 
Hugh was an entrepreneur and bar owner. 
He was extremely active in the Emerald 
Association of Putnam County, and a 
member of the Knights of Columbus. 
He was a loving man whose life revolved 
around his family as a devoted husband, 
father, grandfather, and brother. Hugh is 
survived by his loving wife Mary, three 
adoring daughters Vicky Meigel, Lisa 
Michalowski, and Amy Madden. He is also 
survived by six cherishing grandchildren 
Rebecca, Lauren and Matthew Meigel, 
Grace, Jack, and Caitlin Michalowski, his 
three brothers William Madden, Michael 
Madden, and Jack Madden and nephew 
Michael Madden. He is predeceased by 
both his parents Thomas and Catherine 
his siblings Thomas, Frank, Margaret, 
Katherine and nephew Michael Madden. 

Renee L. Nelsen
Renee L. Nelsen of Dover Plains, and 

formerly of Mahopac, died on Sunday, 
July 9, at the age of 92. She was born in 
Carmel, on June 22, 1925, the daughter of 
Wallace and Emma McCollum Ganong. 
Renee worked as a clerk and secretary 
for the Selective Service in Carmel until 
her retirement. She was active in the 
Union Valley Cemetery Association 
where she held the positions of treasurer 
and secretary. She was also a member of 
the Tally-Ho Homeowners Association 
in Dover Plains. Renee liked to have 
parties and liked to be around people. 
She is survived by her daughters, Virginia 
Gardinier and her husband John of 
Minerva, NY and Patricia Usmiller-
Adamson and her husband Allen of 
Irvine, CA, her grandchildren David 
Sr. (Elaine), John (Cheryl) and Brian 
Gardinier and her great grandchildren 
David Jr., Jennifer and Aleynah. She 
was predeceased by her first husband, 
William Usmiller in 1984 and her second 
husband, Morten Nelsen in 2007 as well 
as her brother, Wallace in 2012.

Richard Patterson
Richard T. “Rick” Patterson of Brewster, 

died peacefully surrounded by his family 
on July 10, after a valiant battle against 
cancer. He was 66-years-old. Rick was 
born on July 12, 1950 in Brooklyn, 
son to the late Joseph F. and Veronica 
(Longernecker) Patterson. He was a 
1968 Valley Stream Central High School 
graduate and continued his education 
at St. John’s University, receiving his 
bachelors in Mathematics. On June 17, 
1972, Rick married the love of his life 
Maureen Werner at St. Lawrence O’Toole 
in Brewster. They just celebrated 45 years 

of marriage. Rick served as a police 
officer with the Nassau County Police 
Department for 35 years before retiring in 
2008 as a lieutenant. He was an all-around 
good person, always doing for others. He 
was an active parishioner of St. Lawrence 
O’Toole Church, a member of the Knights 
of Columbus, and enjoyed volunteering 
at the Brewster Community Food Pantry. 
Rick religiously cheered on the NY Mets 
and NY Jets – he had a deep love of sports, 
especially watching his children and 
grandchildren compete at any level. Rick 
enjoyed summer trips to Maine with his 
wife and family vacations to Disney. Rick 
is not only survived by his wife of 45 years, 
Maureen, but also his children; Richard F. 
Patterson of Brewster, Lynn Sullivan and 
her husband Brendan of Methuen, MA, 
Michael Patterson and his wife Dawn of 
Methuen, MA and Maureen Patterson-
Fede and her husband Matthew of Hyde 
Park, MA; his brother Joseph Patterson 
of Lancaster, NY; his 4 grandchildren; 
Brendan, Casey, Allison and Jeremy and 
many, many close friends.

Eduardo Juan Dans
Eduardo (Edward) Juan Dans, 56, 

of Mahopac, died on July 11, at his 
residence. Mr. Dans was born on April 
1, 1961 to Eduardo Arturo and Araceli 
(Molina) Dans, in Havana, Cuba. On June 
4, 1984 he married the love of his life, 
Carol Piazza in Manhattan and together 
they were blessed with two children; 
Jonathan and Jacqueline. For 23 years, Mr. 
Dans was a High School Science Teacher 
for the Pleasantville School District in 
Pleasantville. Edward was a devoted 
husband, a loving son, father, grandfather, 
teacher and a friend to many. In his spare 
time his enjoyed backyard BBQ’s and 
beach vacations. He was an avid movie 
collector & watcher, but most of all he 
loved spending time with his family and 
friends. He is survived by his beloved wife 
Carol, his parents; Araceli and Eduardo, 
his two loving children; Jonathan Dans 
and Jacqueline Lange and one adoring 
grandchild; Kaya Lange who was the light 
of his eyes and whom he adored.

Victor M. Baxter
Victor M. Baxter, a longtime Town 

of Kent resident, died on Wednesday, 

July 12, with his family at his side after 
complications from diabetes and cancer. 
He was 86-years-old. Mr. Baxter was 
born August 9, 1930 in New Rochelle, 
to Alexander and Catherine McIntosh 
Baxter.  After graduating high school 
there, he enlisted in the US Army and was 
stationed in Germany and France.  He 
was later recalled for the Korean Conflict.  
After his honorable discharge in 1953 
as a Sergeant First Class, he married the 
love of his life, Barbara Ann Koepper 
of Mount Vernon, on May 3, 1953.  The 
Baxters moved from Mount Vernon to 
the Carmel/Kent area in 1960.  In March 
2017, he moved to the Village at Brookfield 
Commons in Brookfield, CT where he 
received wonderful care from the staff 
there and Vitas Hospice. Mr. Baxter 
retired from the IBM Thomas J. Watson 
Research Center in Yorktown in 1987 after 
a 27-year career, during which he held 
several administrative and management 
positions.  He was a long time treasurer 
for the Croton Falls Community Church, 
where he had also served as trustee, 
choir member, and deacon.  His interests 
included sailing, painting, drawing, 
playing the piano and organ, reading, and 
enjoying his family and home.  He will be 
remembered for his kindness, warmth, 
love of animals, intelligence, generosity, 
and sense of humor. Vic is survived by his 
loving wife Barbara, and three daughters; 
Bonnie Levine (companion Tom Heston) 

of Bristol, PA, Cynthia Roche (son-in-
law James) Wantage, NJ, and Christina 
Hilliard (partner Mike Pitcher) of New 
Milford, CT.  He is also survived by his 
grandchildren:  Justin Levine, Thomas 
Levine (spouse Kelly), David Levine 
(spouse Natassia), Stephen Levine, Glenn 
Hilliard (partner Amy D’Angelantonio), 
Josh Hilliard (fiance Jessica Curran), 
Carly Hilliard Sensenbrenner (spouse 
Mike), Marly Roche, Kristen Roche and 
his great-granchildren:  Kayla Hilliard, 
Mason Hilliard. He was predeceased by 
his brother, A. Kenneth Baxter (spouse 
Patricia) from Miami, Florida.

Your Complete Automotive Service Center

Check us out on Facebook
for exclusive specials!

2597 Rt. 22 Patterson
PattersonAutoBody.com 845 .878 .3456

10% OFF B.G. CLIMATE CONTROL SERVICE
Breathe cleaner, fresher air when you turn on the Air Conditioner in your
vehicle. We’ll remove the bacterial contaminants in your AC system
which can be harmful to breath especially for children and those with
allergies. Restore clean, fresh air to your car!! EXPIRES 8/31/17

Service by appointment only. Some restrictions may apply. Call for Details. EX_0717BGCC

Obituaries
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Wireless Zone, the nation’s largest 
wireless retail franchise offering exclusive 
Verizon products and services, is 
partnering with The Cellular Connection 
(TCC) and Culture of Good to donate 
backpacks full of school supplies to needy 
children across the United States through 
the brand’s fifth annual School Rocks 
Backpack Giveaway. The giveaway, taking 
place at participating Wireless Zone 
locations nationwide, is bigger than ever 
before with more than 235,000 backpacks 
full of school supplies expected to be 
delivered in 2017. 

“We are excited to bring this back-to-
school initiative to Putnam County for 
the first time,” said Dave Robles, franchise 
owner, Wireless Zone of Brewster and 
Mahopac. “After nearly 15 years of 
servicing the wireless phone needs of the 
Putnam County community, it feels great 
to give back in a way that helps families 
and children who need a little support.  
Every kid deserves a new backpack on 
their first day of school,” added Robles.  

More than 1,300 participating Wireless 
Zone and TCC stores across the U.S. are 
inviting local families and their children 
to visit these select locations on Sunday, 
July 23 between 1 p.m. and 4 p.m. to pick 
up a backpack filled with various school 
supplies, including pencils, paper, a pencil 
box, folders and glue. One backpack per 

child present will be given away on a first-
come, first-served basis while supplies 
last. 

On July 23 from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m., 
families in the Putnam County area may 
visit the participating Wireless Zone 
stores in Brewster and Mahopac, to collect 
a backpack for their child. The child must 

be present to receive the backpack. The 
stores are located at 111 D Independent 
Way, Brewster, NY, and 129 Route Six, 
Mahopac. Each participating Wireless 
Zone store will donate 100 backpacks. 
All leftover backpacks will be donated to 
local schools. 
Brewster Wireless Zone Hosts Special 
Event and Attractions for Kids

In addition to giving away 100 
backpacks, the Brewster Wireless Zone 
store will host a Kids Day at the store 
location featuring a Fire Truck tour 
and Fire Prevention presentation, face 
painting and free ice pops. The event 
was made possible through the generous 
support of sponsor, Putnam Bright Smile 
Dentistry.

In 2015, the National Retail Federation 
predicted the average person with 
children in grades K-12 would spend 
$97.74 on school supplies such as 
notebooks, pencils and backpacks. With 
more than 16 million children in the U.S. 
living in poverty, Wireless Zone and TCC 
are working to alleviate the rising costs 
of school supplies through this annual 
program. 

Supporters of the School Rocks 
Backpack Giveaway are encouraged to use 
the hashtag #cultureofgood on Instagram 
and Twitter to help spread the word. 
About Wireless Zone

Founded in 1988 as “The Car Phone 
Store”, the Wireless Zone® system has 
become the nation’s largest wireless retail 
franchisor and was ranked the No. 1 
franchise in its category by Entrepreneur 
magazine. All stores are independently 
owned and operated, exclusively offering 
Verizon Wireless products and services. 
The Wireless Zone® system has been 
honored with Verizon’s “Best Customer 
Service” award each consecutive year 
since 2011 and is franchised and operated 
by Wireless Zone, LLC. For more 
information, visit www.wirelesszone.com. 
About TCC 

Founded in 1991, TCC is the largest 
Verizon Authorized Retailer in the U.S., 
operating more than 800 locations in 38 
states from coast to coast. The company is 
guided by its Virtuous Circle of Success—a 
belief that employees, customers and 
communities matter equally. TCC’s 
nationally-recognized Culture of Good 
movement encourages employees to 
give back in every community it serves. 
For media inquiries, contact Mallory 
Sturgeon at 317.202.2280 XT. 26 or email 
her at mallory@dittoepr.com. To learn 
more about TCC or to find a location 
near you, visit www.TCCRocks.com. For 
more information about TCC’s parent 
company Round Room LLC, visit www.
RoundRoom.com.

Worcester Polytechnic Institute (WPI) 
is today announcing the first recipients of 
its Girls Who Code Alumni Scholarships.  
These new undergraduate scholarships 
will not only go towards increasing 
diversity in the field of computer science, 
but they are also meant to encourage 
young women to pursue careers that will 
help our nation remain competitive in the 
global economy, and potentially address 
a critical national need for protection 
against cyber threats to our energy grids, 
military defense systems, water systems 
and refineries, etc.

The WPI/GWC Alumni Scholarship 
program was developed in partnership 
with Girls Who Code (GWC), a national 
non-profit organization working to close 
the gender gap in computer science 
through after-school and summer 
immersion programs. The five students—
hailing from California, Florida, 
Massachusetts and New York—will 
receive annual scholarships of $20,000 
each for up to four years of undergraduate 
studies.

“Our world is transforming. 
Technology is about to change everything 
about the way we live and work, yet our 
girls continue to get left behind. We know 
that in order to get more women into 
technology fields, we need to create clear 
pathways for our participants to college 

and into workforce,” said Reshma Saujani, 
founder and CEO of Girls Who Code. “I 
am so grateful for WPI’s commitment to 
helping the recipients of the WPI Girls 
Who Code Scholarship reach their full 
potential and be the next generation 
of female technologists leading this 
revolution.”

The program comes amid a push for 
more highly skilled workers in computer 
science. Last year there were more than 
500,000 open computing jobs nationwide, 
but only 42,969 computer science students 
graduated into the workforce. The 
demand for well-prepared information/
cybersecurity talent is particularly 
intense; it has been projected that this 
field will experience 37% job growth 
between 2012 and 2022. What’s more, 
according to figures released in March 
2017 by the National Center for Women 
& Information Technology, women made 
up only 26 percent of the computing 
workforce in 2016.

 “This new scholarship is really all 
about making sure the best minds are 
at the board by providing them with the 
opportunity and the encouragement 
that will help them to pursue computer 
science,” said WPI President Laurie 
Leshin. “Supporting women as they 
advance their studies is one way to build 
a more diverse pipeline while helping to 

close the skills gap in this critical field”
Such important work often requires 

advanced degrees. To ensure that more 
students have an affordable and attractive 
pipeline to this career path, WPI has 
also teamed up with the National 
Science Foundation to offer their 
CyberCorps: Scholarships for Service to 
25 undergraduate and graduate students 
each year.  The scholarship provides full 
tuition, a generous stipend, academic 
fees, a book allowance, and funding for 
conference attendance. For each year 
of the scholarship—up to three years—
students commit to taking summer 
internships and a year of post-graduation 
employment with the government in 
cybersecurity.

 The five inaugural recipients of 
the WPI/GWC Alumni Scholarship 
are: Sreeshti Chuke of Arlington, 
Massachusetts; Sadie Dominguez of 
Oakland, California; Nicole Kuberka 
of Chatsworth, California; Michelle 
Santacreu of Tampa, Florida; and Ella 
Torregrosa of Putnam Valley.  They will 
begin their studies at WPI on August 24, 
2017.

 
More Information About the 
Scholarships:
•	 The WPI/GWC Alumni Scholarship is 

open to any young woman who is a GWC 

alumna and who has been accepted to 
a WPI undergraduate program.  More 
information can be found here.

•	 CyberCorps: Scholarships for Service 
are funded by the National Science 
Foundation.  More information is 
available at CyberCorps.

About Worcester Polytechnic Institute
Founded in 1865 in Worcester, 

Mass., WPI is one of the nation’s first 
engineering and technology universities. 
Its 14 academic departments offer more 
than 50 undergraduate and graduate 
degree programs in science, engineering, 
technology, business, the social sciences, 
and the humanities and arts, leading to 
bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral degrees. 
WPI’s talented faculty work with students 
on interdisciplinary research that seeks 
solutions to important and socially 
relevant problems in fields as diverse 
as the life sciences and bioengineering, 
energy, information security, materials 
processing, and robotics. Students also 
have the opportunity to make a difference 
to communities and organizations 
around the world through the university’s 
innovative Global Perspective Program. 
There are more than 45 WPI project 
centers throughout the Americas, Africa, 
Asia-Pacific, and Europe.

Wireless Zone of Brewster and Mahopac Take Part in Backpack Giveaway

Putnam Valley Earns ‘Girls Who Code Alumni Scholarship’

ProvidEd PHoTo
verizon Store manager Katie Kaslyn (right) and 
company are ready to give out free backpacks on 
July 23.
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Earlier this month, the Rotary Club 
of Patterson presented 19 charities, local 
organizations, and a scholarship recipient 
with cash donations totaling almost 
$15,000.  

Patterson Rotarian members and award 
recipients gathered at the Club’s weekly 
meeting at the Patterson Recreation 
Center.

“In the past year, the members of 
Patterson Rotary have worked very 
hard to raise funds for the purpose of 
helping, supporting and giving back 
to the community,” said outgoing Club 
President, Anthony Molé. “It’s such 
an honor to support scholarships and 
summer youth programs, children and 
women’s advocacy groups, local charities, 
veterans causes, food pantries, and so 
many other truly important and worthy 
causes.”

Today’s giveaway is one of two semi-
annual Community Awards Giveaways, 
held by the Rotary Club of Patterson. 
Different groups received donations in the 
Club’s recent “Valentine’s Giveaway” back 
in February. Between community projects 
and the two Giveaways, the Rotary Club 
of Patterson has donated over $35,000 in 
cash to deserving charities, organizations, 
and students.

The Matthew Patterson Elementary 
School and George Fisher Middle School 
in Patterson each received a donation 
to send four under privileged children 
from each school to Camp Herrlich this 
summer.  Camp Herrlich also received 
funds to match the difference for the 
school children as well as foster kids.  The 
College Scholarship recipient Amanda 
Rozell, will be using the funds to attend 
nursing school.

The Club also helps another June 
Giveaway recipient, Putnam CAP 
(Community Action Partnership) with 
their annual Thanksgiving baskets and 
adjoining food drive. Patterson Rotary 
makes and donates roughly 30 baskets 
every year.  Putnam CAP is a local non-
profit that currently provides 400 families 
on a monthly basis with various forms 
of assistance.  They are now working on 
collecting school supplies (and donations 
to go towards purchasing them) in hopes 
of matching or exceeding their success 
from last year by providing 7 items from 
the school supplies list to each child. 

The Xeroderma Pigmentosum Society’s 
Camp Sundown was also a major 
recipient Tuesday morning.  Caren Mahar 
started the camp to help children and 
their families who are living with this life 
altering condition. Patterson Rotarians 
also help Camp Sundown every summer 
by providing a huge dinner at the camp 
and cooking additional food items to help 
feed the campers for a week.

“Coming together to help our 
community is so important to us. As we 
say in Rotary, ‘Do Good and Have Fun’,” 
remarked Molé. “It’s very rewarding for 

our members to come together to help 
worthwhile organizations, including 
those here in the room today. They make 
our community a better place for all of 
us.”

In addition to the above mentioned 
recipients; The Patterson Schools, 
the scholarship, Putnam CAP, Camp 
Sundown, and Camp Herrlich, below is a 
list of all the other Recipients of the June 
Giveaway:
•	 Brewster Theater Company – providing 

performing arts to the community.
•	 Child Advocacy Center of Putnam 

County - helping raise awareness and 
increase education in all aspects of 
abuse.

•	 Putnam Communities That Care 
Coalition - to help with advertising 
their campaign to reduce the use of 
harmful substances by our adolescents 
in the community.

•	 Putnam County’s 4-H Fair - to support 
the 46th Annual 4-H Fair, this July 28-
30th.  600 Putnam County volunteers 
are expected; we should take note that 
half of the volunteers are youth. Putnam 
County’s 4-H Youth Development 
Programs create supportive, fun 
learning environments that help youth 
reach their fullest potential.

•	 The Friends Network - provides people 
with disabilities the opportunity for 
community integration and friendships 
through a variety of structured social 
and educational activities.

•	 Matthew Patterson Elementary School 
and George Fisher Middle School - 
Camp Scholarship Funds to send four 
students from each school to Camp 
Herrlich this summer.  

•	 Guinan’s Aurora - Jay Vitale honors his 
friend John Guinan by repairing old 
bikes for cancer patients.

•	 Necessities Bags – Breast Cancer 
patient ‘goody’ bags of things needed 
and otherwise not provided while in 
the hospital for treatment.

•	 NY Riders - for 
veterans’ and first responder 
projects.
•	 Putnam ARC Litter 
Patrol (a.k.a. PARC) 
– providing advocacy 
and programming for 
children and adults with 
developmental disabilities.  
•	 Patterson Community 
Church Food Pantry - to 
purchase items not normally 
donated. The food pantry 
is currently assisting an 
average of 30 to 40 families 
each time.
•	 Putnam County 
Humane Society - to help go 
towards the new trainer just 
hired to work with difficult 
dogs for behavioral training 
so they can become more 
adoptable.

•	 Putnam Dental Missions, Inc. - to 
help pay for accommodations for 
the volunteers that would otherwise 
not be able to go on the November 
5th mission. Staff and others will go 
once again to Palmarito, Dominican 
Republic in an effort to provide this 
very poor area with basic dental needs 
and children’s multi vitamins.  Putnam 
Dental also has an annual Dentistry 
from the Heart; it’s a free day of dental 
care and a Red Cross Blood Drive held 
the first week of every May at their 
location in Brewster. 

•	 Semper Fi Odyssey - to help Vets 
acclimate back into society and the 
work force. 

Besides financial donations, Patterson 
Rotarians also adopt an entire family at 
Christmas and give them each as many 
items on their wish list as possible, help 
animal rescue organizations collect 
pet supplies for animals in need, give 
children in the Bronx a true Pumpkin 
Patch experience they would otherwise 
not have, do roadside clean-up, help local 
veterans with service projects, and much 
more. 

The Rotary Club of Patterson hosts 
three major fundraising events each 
year, the proceeds of which, go to the 
Community Awards Giveaways. The first 
event of the year is Men Who Cook, held 
annually in April.  The highly popular 
gastronomic event is helmed by amateur 
and professional chefs who serve a 
tasting, buffet-style, of their specialty 
ranging from appetizers to entrees, and 
of course, desserts! The Patterson Rotary 
Blues & BBQ Festival presented this 
year by ACME Markets of Patterson, has 
become a two-day, must-attend family/
food/fun and music event happening this 
September 16th & 17th at the Patterson 
Firehouse from 12 to 7 on both days. The 
BBQ ribs are in such high demand that 
they often sell out early. And finally, the 
Club’s newest fundraising event coming 
up on Saturday, October 7th is Touch-A-
Truck for Heroes held at Thunder Ridge 
Ski Area. Kids of all ages and kids-at-
heart get to climb up onto their favorite 
big trucks and maybe even honk a few 
horns. Proceeds from that event go to 
local Veterans’ causes.

The Rotary Club of Patterson Holds Annual Giveaway

ProvidEd PHoTo
representatives from all the organizations gathered at the 
Patterson recreation Center to receive their June Giveaway 
donations.

Kent Library Summer 
Reading Kickoff 

ProvidEd PHoTo
The Kent Public Library kicked off  it’s Summer reading Program on Monday. June 26th in Kent Town 
Hall with a magic show.  Magic Jim used magic, humor, puppetry and lots of  audience participation 
to get young people excited about reading and books, and how to use them to “Build a Better 
World.”  Children are invited to sign up for the summer reading program at the library, where they 
can record the number of  days that they read and become eligible to win a variety of  prizes.  The 
first big prize, a building kit, was won by dorian Schiavo (photo above).
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By Salvatore M. Di Costanzo, Esq.
For 2017, the federal lifetime estate 

and gift tax exemption has increased to 
$5,490,000. This means that you can gift 
this amount over your lifetime without 
incurring a federal gift-tax and to the 
extent you haven’t done so, any exemption 
remaining at death can be applied against 
the value of your estate for federal 
estate tax purposes. Very few people are 
subjected to the federal estate and gift tax 
under the current law.

Currently, the New York estate tax 
exemption is $5,250,000. Beginning 
January 1, 2019, the New York estate tax 
exemption will mirror the federal estate 
and gift tax exemption.  

For federal gift tax purposes, an 
individual can make annual gifts to any 
person other than a spouse in the amount 
of $14,000.00 per person. These gifts do 
not reduce your lifetime exemption. The 
annual exclusion is above and beyond 
the lifetime exemption. However, if 
your estate is not valued at more than 
$5,490,000, then the annual exclusion is 
irrelevant to you.  Thus, and often to the 
surprise of clients, if your estate is valued 
at less than $5,490,000, you can gift away 
your entire estate during your lifetime 
and pay no federal gift taxes.  In addition, 
your heirs will not have to pay any taxes 
on the gift either. There is no gift tax in 
New York; however gifts made within 

three years of death are added back to 
your New York gross taxable estate.

Many people confuse federal and 
State tax laws with the Medicaid rules. 
If an individual is applying for nursing 
home Medicaid, Any amount gifted by 
the individual during the five years prior 

to applying for Medicaid may create a 
penalty for Medicaid eligibility purposes. 
The federal annual gift tax exclusion 
of $14,000 is not an annual exclusion 
for Medicaid purposes.   Often, people 
make gifts each year equal to the annual 
exclusion amount under the theory that 
they are reducing their assets in case 
nursing home care is required in the 
future; this is wrong!

It is important to note that in home 
care cases, there is no five-year look-back 
period. Thus, prior gift giving will not 
impact Medicaid eligibility in a home care 
scenario. The dichotomy in Medicaid gift 
giving rules only applies to nursing home 
cases.  

Often, gifts are made by family 
members for very common purposes 
such as paying for a grandchild’s college 
education, assisting a financially troubled 
child, or charitable donations.  Regardless 
of the amount, these are all gifts for 
purposes of determining Medicaid 
eligibility for nursing home care. The 
result is that many individuals are denied 
nursing home Medicaid eligibility for 
making every day (and necessary) gifts 
during the look back period.

In the recent past, we have seen through 
case law instances where applicants 
have been successful in arguing that 
gifts made during the look back period 

were for purposes other than to qualify 
for Medicaid and therefore, eligible for 
nursing home Medicaid.  In making 
such determination, DSS will consider 
things such as (i) the physical and mental 
condition of the applicant at the time of 
the gift (ii) the use of the gifted funds, (iii) 
whether the applicant gifted his/her own 
funds or funds that were received through 
inheritance or a windfall, (iv) whether 
the applicant lived independently in the 
community when the gifts were made (v) 
the financial security of the applicant, (vi) 
the time that elapsed between the gifting 
and the applicant’s institutionalization 
and (vii) whether the applicant had 
considered institutionalized care when 
the gifts were made.

Given the economic environment, it 
has been increasingly common for me 
to encounter situations where gifts have 
been made by applicants to their children 
or grandchildren during the look back 
period predicated on misapplying federal 
and State tax laws to Medicaid eligibility 
rules.  Prior to making gifts, the advice of 
an elder law attorney should be sought.  
If already at the stage of applying for 
Medicaid, the intervention of a skilled 
elder law attorney who can craft a proper 
argument to avoid being denied Medicaid 
eligibility is critical.

There are a very limited number of 
events in our area that can offer a fun-
filled weekend for family, friends and 
‘children of all ages’ without an admission 
and parking fee and the Putnam County 
4-H Fair is the one not to be missed.  
Traditionally, the last full weekend in July 
is the time for the Fair and this, our 46th 
year, is no exception.  It is scheduled for 
Friday through Sunday, July 28, 29, 30 at 
the Putnam County Veterans Memorial 
Park, 201 Gipsy Trail Road, Carmel.  (Fair 
hours are posted on our website Putnam.
cce.cornell.edu)  

Cornell Cooperative Extension (CCE) 
of Putnam County has been the sponsor 
of this event in addition to many other 
programs offered throughout the year 
to county residents using the resources 
and researched based information from 
Cornell University.  Interested in learning 
more about CCE’s presence in Putnam – 
then stop by the exhibit area set aside in 
the Master Gardener Plant Sale Tent.  It 
would also be a good time to see the vast, 
colorful display of flowers, plants and 
accessories available.  Master Gardener 
volunteers will be on hand to answer your 
horticulture questions.  

If you’re interested in hearing live music 
– stop by Shady Grove Theater.  The Youth 
Showcase on Friday highlights the talents 
of performers up to the age of 18, which 

begins with Opening Ceremonies at 12 
Noon.  Saturday and Sunday professional 
entertainers will offer an array of music 
genre from Jazz to Country to Rock ‘n’ 
Roll.  Find it fun to see farm livestock 
and small animals?  This year there will 
be Draft Horses to see as well as Oxen 
which are large enough to fill a small 
room! Pony Rides are available but on 
Friday only.  Be sure to check out the 
livestock pavilion, the rabbit and poultry 
barn; watch a dog obedience show, or see 
a ‘Showmanship’ demonstration.  (Please 
note:  only animals involved with the Fair 
are allowed on the grounds.)

Follow the trail of laughter and giggles, 
from both children and their parents 
and you’ll the find the magic shows 
and demonstrations at Tony’s World of 
Science and Magic Tent.   Stop by the 
intriguing Civil War and Revolutionary 
War encampments to learn about our 
area’s involvement at that point in history.  

Looking for some ‘Fair’ food? Try the 
fresh corn cooked on the grill, or the array 
of other delights – delicious hamburgers 
& hot dogs, vegetarian chili, freshly 
squeezed lemons for your lemonade 
and of course the culinary highlight of 
the weekend on Saturday July 29th at 5 
p.m. - the famous Chicken BBQ Dinner 
in addition to something new this year 
– a Pig Roast will be offered.  Contact 

our office at 845-278-6738 to order your 
tickets in advance.

At 2 p.m. on Saturday, there will be the 
Annual Country Auction, ‘called’ by a 
certified auctioneer.  It’s a fun filled event 
as the ‘paddles’ are raised and the bidding 
begins. Items that have previously been 
part of the ‘Country-Living’ theme consist 
of lawn & garden equipment, patio items, 
sporting goods, as well as gift certificates 
to: golf events, Broadway shows, sporting 
events, and much, much more.  Our 
website is continually updated with 
auction items as they become available.  
All auction items are donated and tax 
deductible.  Please let us know if you have 
something to contribute.   

Be sure to visit the ‘Discover Putnam’ 
tent and gather information from the 
many organizations that comprise the 
volunteer and not-for profit agencies that 
make Putnam so unique.  Representatives 
will be on hand to answer your questions 
and share information. 

Start the day early on Sunday morning 
July 30th and join members of the Oasis 
Club, part of the Putnam Federation of 
Sportsmen’s Clubs, at 8 a.m. until noon, 
in the lower section of Putnam County 
Veterans Memorial Park.  They will be 
hosting a fishing contest for Putnam 
County residents. Prizes will be awarded 
after all fishing is complete. The Oasis 

Club partners with Cornell Cooperative’s 
Youth Development Program each June 
when they sponsor a ‘Fishing Clinic’.  
Every year approximately 150 children 
participate in learning the sport of 
fishing taught by these experienced local 
fisherman.  Both the Oasis Club and 
the Putnam Federation will also have a 
display in the Discover Putnam tent.

There is also an opportunity to be 
‘part of the Fair’ and take a more active 
role.   If you have a hobby or interest in 
photography, wood working, quilting, 
baking, horticulture for example, then 
why not enter your work for display – 
you might even win a Blue Ribbon!  Or, 
perhaps you and your family/friends 
would like to volunteer to help out in the 
Craft Tent, Games Tent, or try cooking 
at the Food Court or share your skills in 
other areas. Be sure to give us a call, we’d 
be happy to work around your schedule.

With Free Admission and Free Parking 
the goal is to offer an exciting experience 
offering so much to see and do during 
the 3-day weekend.  Call our office at 
845-278-6738 if you have any questions 
or see our website: putnam.cce.cornell.
edu and review all the Fair has to offer.  A 
‘Fair Program’ will also be available online 
and as you enter the park.  This is a true 
country Fair that brings returning visitors 
each year.  

Law Book: Take Caution Before Making Gifts

Welcome to the 46th Annual Putnam County 4-H Fair

Salvatore M. di Costanzo, Esq.
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Some years ago, I wrote a 
piece with this same title and, 
since that time, my wife has 
purchased two new vacuums. 
Having tried them both only 
once, (I’m not a big vacuum 
guy) the crude expression 
“it sucks” still conveys 
my sentiments about this 
household item.

Funny, but after I wrote that 
first article, a woman called 
me and asked if I was aware of 
where that term originated. I 
assured her I was, and followed 
up by saying that if there is any 
consumer product about which 
we could appropriately use the 
term, it should be the vacuum 
cleaner.

Despite manufacturers’ claims from 
different brands and models that my wife 
and I have collected during our home 
cleaning history, we have never found a 
vacuum cleaner that really performs the 
job as promised. Maybe we expect too 
much.

When I was a Madison Avenue neophyte, 
everyone in my agency was astonished 
when we read that the Swedish company 
Electrolux introduced its vacuums to 
the United Kingdom with the slogan, 
“Nothing Sucks Like an Electrolux.” 

We couldn’t know whether it was an 

innocent blunder in rhyme 
or if the company intended 
the word’s more common 
reference to gain attention. But 
the slogan was soon changed 
to “Thinking of You,” which I 
suppose is a good supporting 
sentiment to the first slogan.

Maybe my wife and I are 
just cursed with bad luck in 
selecting and caring for our 
vacuums. We lost our first 
purchase by leaving it in the 
elevator of our apartment 
house the day we moved in. 
Since losing that first one, the 
search was on, always for a 
model that would have greater 
sucking power than the last. 

Another reason we bought so many 
different vacuums is that it was always 
a question of whether we wanted the 
convenience of a small canister model that 
moved about with ease but with lackluster 
suction, or the sturdy, heavy upright 
model that seemed to suck more dirt from 
the carpeting. So, we kept switching back 
and forth.

Since the advent of QVC, my wife has 
purchased and returned no less than three 
different vacuums, including one of Oprah 
Winfrey’s “favorite things” that promised 
picking up a bowling ball with its suction. 
We found it couldn’t pick up some New 

Year’s confetti.
The last model my wife returned was a 

Dyson, which has had a good reputation 
for a long time. But in her test run we 
found that – you guessed it – it didn’t suck. 
She repackaged it skillfully with countless 
other items that she returned to QVC. I 
suspect that the return of this large item 
will definitely get her “tagged” as a chronic 
recidivist.

You might think that somebody would 
have gotten the suction thing right by this 
time, considering how long the appliance 
has been around. 

The first vacuum cleaners invented in 
America in the 1860s were so large and 
cumbersome that they had to be operated 
manually by two people, one to operate 
the bellows to create suction and the other 
to move the mouthpiece over the floor.  In 
1899, John Thurman of St. Louis invented 
a gasoline-powered version, considered 
the first motorized vacuum cleaner. A 
major technological leap came in 1901 
when Hubert Cecil Booth of London 
invented the electric vacuum. It, too, was 
so large that its vacuum pump and motor 
were housed in a horse-drawn cart from 
which a long hose was extended into the 
best houses, including Queen Victoria’s.

Because vacuum cleaning was 
considered a great way to improve health 
and sanitation by sucking up tons of 
germ-laden dust from public places like 

theaters and shops, the quest was on to 
invent smaller versions that could be more 
conveniently maneuvered in homes. Many 
inventors jumped into the fray. 

By 1924, when Electrolux introduced 
the tank vacuum cleaner to the United 
States, its unique design became the 
standard of excellence and many inventors 
improved upon the system. The latest 
advancement is the robotic Roomba, a 
small disc-shaped vacuum that cruises 
around a room using sensors to negotiate 
furniture and other items. I say, no thanks, 
I don’t want anything that sucks roaming 
around my house automatically with no 
human intervention. 

With our most recent upright model, 
my wife and I had to invite our adult 
daughter over to the house just to show 
us how to release the dust container (no 
longer a bag) for emptying. 

But hope springs eternal that someday 
someone will invent the perfect vacuum 
cleaner that is small, easy to operate and 
with effective sucking power.

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, Inc. 
(www.PrimaveraPR.com). His real estate 
site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com, and 
his blog is www.TheHomeGuru.com. To 
engage the services of The Home Guru to 
market your home for sale, call 914-522-
2076.

The natural 
and scientific 
components of 
winemaking are 
similar to the 
production of 
numerous other 
products. These 
products share the 
core processes and 

procedures of winemaking, but deviate 
at some point in their unique lifecycles. 
The end results bear the imprint of the 
winemaking process but are distinct unto 
themselves. 

Examples abound. Coffee, cheese, 
bread, yogurt, chocolate, beer and 
spirits production share certain critical 
steps of winemaking that have a major 
influence on the end product sold in the 
marketplace. 

This week, I’m focusing on a comparison 
of the chain of ingredients and processes 
that result in your favorite wine, coffee 
and chocolate.

To do so, I’ve identified four major 
elements along the production chain that 
I feel best exemplify these similarities:
1. The baseline agricultural environment.

Wine: Select grape varietals will only 
thrive under a very specific balance of 
soil, climate, elevation and exposure to 
the sun (in the aggregate, referred to as 
terroir). 

Coffee: The unique terroirs of select 

regions of South America 
and Asia are conducive 
to the best expressions 
of certain coffee bean 
varieties. 

Chocolate: The finest 
cacao beans are grown 
within 20 degrees of the 
equator, where a consistently warm and 
humid terroir produces thriving cacao 
trees and crops. The most highly prized 
crops are from Ecuador, Venezuela and 
the West Africa region. 
2. The core ingredients. 

Wine: The horticultural species that 
produces the finest wine grapes is Vitis 
Vinifera. From this species, hybrids have 
been developed that thrive in specific 
regions. An example: Burgundy wines 
produced from the Pinot Noir grape in 
the Burgundy region. 

Coffee: Two species account for the 
greatest production of beans. The Arabica 
species is highly flavorful and relatively 
low in caffeine and acidity and accounts 
for nearly 70 percent of coffee sold and 
brewed around the world. The Robusta 
species tends to be more bitter, less 
flavorful and contains double the caffeine 
of the Arabica.

Chocolate: The species commonly 
grown is Theobroma. Three strains 
of Theobroma dominate cacao bean 
production. The Criollo is the most highly 
prized, followed – in decreasing flavor 

and quality – by Trinitario 
and Forastero.
3. The transformation 
process.

Wine: Harvested grapes 
are fermented utilizing 
select forms of yeast for 
various periods of time, 

and then crafted in a winery to achieve a 
desired aroma, flavor and alcohol profile. 

Coffee: Coffee berries are harvested 
at their peak. Beans are then extracted 
from the berry, typically through a 
fermentation process, dried to 11 percent 
moisture, bagged and shipped (as “green 
coffee”) to roasting houses. 

Chocolate: Beans are extracted from 
a harvested cacao pod, fermented and 
dried. As with winemaking, fermentation 
is the key step that differentiates one 
finished chocolate product from the next. 
This step, in the hands of a chocolate 
processor, the second link in the chain, 
creates the true flavors and textures that 
chocolatiers seek.
4. The final influence. 

Wine: Fermented wines may be aged 
and/or blended by a winemaker to craft a 
unique statement of his or her creativity.

Coffee: The green coffee beans 
undergo roasting and brewing processes. 
Professional roasters coax the internal 
heat of beans to 400 degrees, until the 
internal oils begin to emerge. Light, 
medium or dark roasts refer to the 

duration of the roasting process. It is 
through this process that the distinctive 
aromas and flavors of each batch of (now 
brown) beans are created. 

Chocolate: A chocolate manufacturer, 
the third link in the process, roasts 
fermented beans. These beans are 
separated into three components – a 
liquid (for flavor), a butter (for texture) 
and a powder (for finesse). The recipe 
for the proportions of these ingredients, 
combined with sugar, lecithin and vanilla, 
creates the ultimate bulk chocolate sold to 
chocolatiers. 

The bulk chocolate, it is sold onward 
to select chocolatiers, the final link in the 
process. The ultimate fine chocolate bar is 
crafted from their proprietary recipes and 
processes. 

With this further knowledge of the 
similarities and differences of these three 
products, I encourage you to compare 
and contrast the numerous products in 
the marketplace. You’re likely to discover 
new favorites of each.

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 20 years he 
has conducted wine tastings and lectures. 
Nick is a member of the Wine Media Guild 
of wine writers. He also offers personalized 
wine tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

I Never Say ‘It Sucks’ Except for My Vacuum Cleaner

Wine, Coffee and Chocolate: More Similarities Than You May Think

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine
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ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL  
AARON AT 914-654-1683

AUCTIONS
Equipment Auction: Taylor, PA, Live/
webcast 7/13/2017. Dump Trucks, Hydro-
mobiles, Telescopic Forklifts, Trucks, 
Trailer. Visit cowley1.com 570-499-8883 
AU0023L

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax de-
ductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

COLLECTABLES
TOP CASH PAID INSTANTLY FOR 
COLLECTIBLES! -WE BUY Baseball 
Cards, Autographs, Records,   Silver 
Coins, Golf Items, Art, Jewelry, Comics 

Etc., Call Jim Today @ 914-310-5153

FARMING
GOT LAND? Our Hunters will Pay Top 
$$$ To hunt your land. Call for a Free info 
packet & Quote. 1-866-309-1507 www.
BaseCampLeasing.com

GOLD/SILVER WANTED
HIGHEST PRICE$ PAID - Visit West-
chester’s Top Buyer for Gold, Silver, 
Diamonds, Coins & Currency, Watches, 
Jewelry. Licensed, Professional, No Ap-
pointment Necessary. Tuesdays-Satur-
days 10am-6pm, Mt. Kisco Gold & Sil-
ver, 139E Main Street. 914-244-9500 

HEALTH
SILDENAFIL Active Chemical in VI-
AGRA 20mg, 30 Tablets for $35. By 
Greenstone, a Pfizer Company. Rye Beach 
Pharmacy- Rye, NY. 914-967-0856, Ext 5ñ 
Can FedEx. RyeRx.com; info@ryerx.com

HELP WANTED
AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here! Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7094

HOMES FOR SALE
CORTLANDT MANOR $640,000 20 
Conklin Avenue OPEN HOUSE 7/22 12 
– 2 PM New 4 BR/2.5BA Colonial!  EIK, 
FDR, FPL, CAC, deck, walk out finished 
basement. Still time to customize!  Cold-
well Banker Residential Brokerage, Yor-
ktown 914-245-3400

 LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF KA-
BAET 2, LLC. Art. of Org. filed Sec’y of 
State (SSNY) 5/26/17. Office location: 
Westchester County. Principal Office: 
660 White Plains Road, Suite 460 Tar-
rytown, NY 10591. SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. Process Service address: 
660 White Plains Road, Suite 460 Tar-
rytown, NY 10591. Purpose: Medical 
Management 

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF KA-
BAET 3, LLC. Art. of Org. filed Sec’y of 
State (SSNY) 5/25/17. Office location: 
Westchester County. Principal Office: 
660 White Plains Road, Suite 460 Tar-
rytown, NY 10591. SSNY designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. Process Service address: 
660 White Plains Road, Suite 460 Tar-
rytown, NY 10591. Purpose: Medical 
Management
 
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF HIGH 
HILL ASSOCIATES LLC filed with the 
Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 05/16/2017. 
A Management Consulting business with 
Office loc: Westchester. SSNY designated 
as agent upon whom process against it 
may be served and shall mail process to 
the principal business address: 3 High 
Hill Farm Pl, Thornwood, NY  10594. 
Purpose: any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LAY-
FIELD, LLC. Articles of Organization 
filed with Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 
March 30, 2017. Office location West-
chester County. SSNY designated as agent 
upon whom process against it may be 
served and shall mail process to the busi-
ness address: 312 Main Street Apt. 6F 
White Plains, NY 10601. Purpose: any 
lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF RE-
GAL VOYAGE INTERNATIONAL, 
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with SSNY on 
4/7/17. Office location: Westchester 
County. SSNY designated as agent of 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to 
Terry Mansfield and Victoria Mans-
field, 14 Steven Drive, Unit #2, Ossin-
ing, NY 10562. Purpose: any lawful act 
or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF JUST 
BREATHE HEALING CENTER, LLC.  
Arts of Org filed with the Secy of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 06/19/2017. Office 

loc: Westchester. SSNY designated as 
agent upon whom process against it may 
be served and shall mail process to the 
principal business address: 731 Saw Mill 
River Road, Ste. 7, Ardsley NY 10502. 
Purpose: any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF AC-
CENTS DRAPERY & INTERIORS 
LLC. Articles of organization filed with 
Secretary of State of New York on April 
14, 2017. Office in Westchester County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process to 
Mary Jimenez, 527 Halstead Ave Mama-
roneck, NY 10543. Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LABOY 
CONSTRUCTION LLC.  Arts. Of Org. 
filed with the Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on 06/27/2017.  Office Lo-
cation: Westchester County.  SSNY has 
been designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail a copy of process to: c/o 
LABOY CONSTRUCTION LLC, 65 
Winchester Avenue, Peekskill, New York 
10566.  Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF WNW 
HOLDINGS, LLC. Arts of Org filed with 
Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 6/15/2017. 
Office loc: Westchester. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: CT Corpo-
ration System, 111 Eighth Avenue, New 
York, NY 10011. Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION of JMD Se-
curity LLC. Articles of Organization filed 
with the Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 05/18/2017.  Location: West-
chester County. SSNY designated as agent 
for service of process on LLC. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process to: Joseph DeCan-
dia, 35 Aspen Road New Rochelle, NY 
10804.  Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION Notice 
is hereby given that a license number 
1301628 for an On Premises Liquor Li-
cense has been applied for by Kisco Kitch-
en LLC. under the Alcoholic Beverage 
Control Law for premises located at 441 
Main Street. Mt. Kisco, New York 10549, 
County of Westchester for on-premises 
consumption.

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING The 
Board of Trustees of the Village of Pleas-
antville will hold a Public Hearing on 
Monday, July 24, 2017, 8:00pm prevailing 
time, 80 Wheeler Avenue, Pleasantville, 
NY to hear comments as it pertains to a 
Local Law Amending Chapter 173 Ve-
hicles & Traffic, Section 173-64, Sched-
ule XVI, entitled “No Stopping Certain 

continued on next page

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 or e-mail  

classifieds@theexaminernews.com
Classified Ad Deadline is Thursdays  

at 5pm for the next week’s  publication

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup
  ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles
  Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs
or financial information, visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

WheelsForWishes.org
Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR
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Hours”, Ashland Avenue as follows: ADD:
Section 173-64, Schedule VXI “No Stop-
ping Ashland Avenue East and West 
7:00am to 4:00pm Monday through Fri-
day, except July and August 75 feet north 
and south of the inter-section with the 
“school access driveway”-Judith Wein-
traub Village Clerk, Village of Pleasant-
ville, Westchester County, New York

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF MUD-
DY PAWS DOG AND CAT COM-
PANIONS, LLC, filed with SSNY on 
4/20/2017. Office location: Westchester 
County. SSNY designated as agent of LLC 

upon whom process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to Legalinc Corporate 
Services Inc, 1967 Wehrle Drive, Suite 
I-086, Buffalo, NY 14421. Purpose: any 
lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
SOUNDSHOREPHOTO, LLC. Articles 
of Organization filed with the Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 03/22/17. 
Office loc: Westchester County.  SSNY has 
bee designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process to: 3 West End 
Place, Harrison, NY 10528. Purpose: 
Any lawful acts.

LEGAL NOTICE NOTICE OF FOR-
MATION OF A LIMITED LIABILITY 
COMPANY (LLC) BRITTANY DIG-
NAN CONSULTING LLC dba NEAT 
Method. Articles of organization filed 
with the Secretary of State of New York 
on 5/31/2017. Office Location: Westches-
ter County. SSNY has been designated,  
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
a copy of process to: 15 Winslow Rd, 
White Plains, NY 10606. Purpose: any 
lawful purpose. Latest date upon which 
LLC is to dissolve: No specific date.

MISCELLANEOUS
WANTED: LOOKING FOR SOME-
THING THAT WILL ENRICH YOUR 
LIFE? Join our Sept 2017 or Jan 2018 Vol-
unteer Puppy Raiser Class. Application on 
website. Putnam Service Dogs. 917-449-
5359, info@putnamservicedogs.org.

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE 
& SAVE MONEY with your own band-
mill- Cut lumber any dimension. In stock 
ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-1363 
Ext.300N

MISC FOR SALE
KILL BED BUGS! Buy Harris Bed Bug 
Killers/ KIT Complete Treatment Sys-
tem.  Available: Hardware Stores. The 
Home Depot, homedepot.com. Try Harris  
Guaranteed Roach Killers Too!

REAL ESTATE
WATERFRONT CABIN SITE 5 AC 
- $79,900 Tiny unspoiled lake, private 
woodlands, Utils. Stunning upstate NY 
location! Terms avail . 888-479-3394

HUDSON VALLEY LAND BARGAINS 
5 TO 50 ACRES FROM $49,900! 20 mins 
from Albany, 2 hrs GW Bridge! Woods, 
stonewalls, privacy! Terms! 888-905-8847
NewYorkLandandLakes.com

RECRUITMENT
RESTAURANT STAFF NEEDED. Assis-
tant manager $1000 week, Kitchen Help-
ers $12-$18 per hour.  Full time/nights/
weekends (Avg 40hrs per week) 914-738-
1413 edooffice2017@gmail.com

VACATION RENTALS
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ par-
tial weeks. Call for FREE brochure. 
Open daily. Holiday Resort Services.  
1-800-638-2102. Online reservations: 
www.holidayoc.com

WANTED TO BUY
Buying Diamonds, gold, silver, antique 
and modern jewelry, better furs, U.S. and 
foreign coins, paintings, bronzes, com-
plete estates. Highest prices paid. Call 
914-260-8783 for appointment.

ClassifiedsEXAMINER MEDIA 071817
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Save the Date:  Sunday, August, 27.  
Flea Market and Tag Sale: Temple 

Beth Elohim, 31 Mt. Ebo Road North, 
Brewster. 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

The Mahopac High School class of 1987 
is reaching out to invite classmates to 
their 30 Year Reunion.  All are welcome to 
attend and join us for Appetizers, 4 Hour 
Open Bar, Dinner Buffet, DJ & Dancing! 
The reunion will be held on August 5 
at 7 p.m. until midnight at the Doral 
Arrowwood located at 975 Anderson Hill 
Road, Rye Brook, NY 10573. The cost is 
$130 per person up until July 31. Mail 
checks payable to “Mahopac High School 
Class of 1987 Reunion” to either John 
Maxwell @ #518 Beach Road, Mahopac, 
NY 10541; or to PJ Seholm @ #36 Locust 
Drive, Brewster, NY 10509. You can also 
pay via PayPal to pjseholm@yahoo.com. 
Please be sure to include your maiden 
name if married or different from High 
School, current address and contact info, 
so that we can update our class list. Hotel 
Rooms will be available at the Hotel for 
$150/ Night and includes a breakfast the 
next morning. Call reservations at (914) 
935-5500 and ask for the MHS 30 Year 
Reunion Rate. You can also reserve on 
line at https://reservations.travelclick.
com/14117?groupID=1783888. If 
interested, Golf will be available and must 
be booked by July 1st at (914) 323-4478. 
The cost is $72 per person including cart 
for 18 holes ($55 for 9 holes, club rentals 
are $35). 

Tuesday, July 18 
Spotlight Family Support Group:  

Mahopac Library, Periodical Room. 6:45 
p.m.-8 p.m., This is a guided recurring 
support group for family and friends 
suffering with the effects of a loved one 
that has a problem with drugs or alcohol.  
For more information contact Drug 
Crisis in our Backyard 845-842-1212. No 
registration is required.
Wednesday, July 19 

St.James Feast:  July 19, 20, 21 and 
22.  Food, Ride & fun for the family. 14 
Gleneida Ave. 14 Gleneida Ave, Carmel.  

Sinatra:  A Celebration of a Man and 
His Music:  6 p.m., Pack a picnic dinner 
and spend a warm summer evening in our 
beautiful park listening to your favorite 
Frank Sinatra songs with the Tony T. 
Orchestra.  Registration is required as 
inclement weather will move us indoors.  
For more information or to register, 
contact the Patterson Library at 845-878-
6121 x10 or go to www.pattersonlibrary.
org
Thursday, July 20 

Creative Papercutting at Reed 
Library:  10 a.m.- noon.  Using scissors 
and decorative paper, participants in this 
workshop will cut and create keepsake 
paper cards and bookmarks.  Please call 

the library to register, 845-225-2439.
Friday, July 21

Spotlight Arts Inc.’s production of 
“HAIRSPRAY”:  Brewster High School 
Performing Arts Center: 50 Foggintown 
Rd, Brewster. Cast A performs on July 21 
at 7:30 p.m. and July 22 at 2 p.m. Cast B 
performs on July 22 at 7:30 p.m. and July 
23 at 2 p.m. Seating is reserved and tickets 
cost $15 each. Purchase tickets online to 
get the best seats available and avoid long 
lines at the door. Tickets can be purchased 
at www.SPOTLIGHTARTSINC.com.

Summer Free Movie: Kent Library. 
Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them.  
Movie is rated PG-13.  Registration is 
required. Popcorn will be serve. You may 
register for the program by going to www.
kentlibrary.org or calling the Kent Public 
Library at 845-225-8585.  The library is 
located at 17 Sybil’s Crossing, Kent Lakes. 
Saturday, July 22

All-American Concert:  Patterson 
Recreation Center. Family-friendly “All-
American Concert” by the Southern 
Dutchess Concert Band and sponsored 
by The Duffle Bag of Patterson and the 
Town of Patterson. The concert starts at 
7 p.m. and admission is free.
Monday, July 24 

BellTel Retirees: The Association of 
BellTel Retirees will host a meeting at the 
Brewster Elk’s Lodge located at 1430 Route 
22 (and Milltown Rd.) in Brewster. 10:30 
a.m. Members of the board of directors 
will provide updates on issues impacting 
retirees .RSVP:  jackcohen856@gmail.
com or 914-245-3129.

LGBT Social and Support Group: 
Meet other local LGBT individuals to 
make connections and get to know 
each other.  8 p.m., at the Cultural Arts 
Coalition’s Studio Around the Corner 
at 67 Main Street in Brewster/  .  Light 
refreshments will be served. For more 
information visit www.CulturalArtsCo.
com, info@CulturalArtsCo.com or 845-
363-8330

Ongoing: 
Monday’s 

Come to the Kent Public Library, 
Mondays & Wednesdays, July 5th-
August 2nd from 12:30 p.m.-1:45 p.m. 
for our summer session of our Bilingual 
Storytime. Listen to stories in English 
and Spanish, sing songs and make a 
craft project! This is open to all ages. 
Registration is required.  You may 
register for the program by going to www.
kentlibrary.org or calling the Kent Public 
Library at 845-225-8585.  The library is 
located at 17 Sybil’s Crossing, Kent Lakes, 
NY 10512. 

Summertime Free Lunch:  If you 
received free lunches in school, come 
to the Kent Public Library Mondays & 
Wednesdays in July and Wednesday, 

August 2nd at 1:45 p.m.-2:45 p.m. 
Starting Wednesday, July 5th there will 
be a free bagged lunches. Lunches are 
only for children, and must be eaten 
at the Library.  The Summer Food 
Service Program (SFSP) was established 
to ensure that low-income children 
continue to receive nutritious meals 
when school is not in session. Who 
administers the program?  Nationally, 
it is the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) Food and Nutrition Service 
(FNS). Locally? The Putnam County of 
the Hudson Valley Regional Foodbank is 
sponsoring this program, and they have 
partnered with the Cornell Cooperative 
Extensions, Eat Smart New York, Hudson 
Valley Region.  Registration is required, 
both children eating the lunches and the 
adults bring them, must be registered.  
You may register for the program by 
going to www.kentlibrary.org or calling 
the Kent Public Library at 845-225-
8585.  The library is located at 17 Sybil’s 
Crossing, Kent Lakes

Free Movies: 
The Brewster Public Library will be 

offering a series of family movies this 
summer: 

“Sing”- Monday, July 31, from 12:15 
p.m.-2 p.m.  Rated: PG.  Popcorn will be 
served.  Registration is required.  Movie 
showings will take place at The Southeast 
Museum, 77 Main Street.  For more 
information call 845-279-6421 or visit 
www.brewsterlibrary.org. 

Music: 
The Brewster Public Library will have 

a special music program for preschoolers 
on Fridays, July 21 & 28 from 10 a.m.-
10:45 a.m.  “Lend me Your Ears: Music 
with Marlana” is a fun and interactive 
program that involves singing and lots of 
movement with shakers and scarves!  For 
ages 3-5.  Registration is required.   For 
more information call 845-279-6421 or 
visit http://tinyurl.com/y8bhtrx3.

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.com
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Putnam Valley G Ryan Basso glides the lane en route to a game-high 23 points for the Tigers in a decisive 68-49 victory over visiting Ossining last Tuesday night when the Tigers improved to 4-4 and the Pride 
fell to 1-4... see Boys’ Hoops Notebook
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Can’t 
Lasso 
Basso!
Put Valley 
Routs  
Ossining,
68-49
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Somers OF/C Brian Lieberman (L) is caught in a pickle and run-down by Putnam Valley C Matt Caravone in the visiting Red Storm’s 7-6 come-from-behind win over the Pride in GHVBL 14U action last Saturday at 
Union Field in PV.

Somers Survives 7-6 
Come-From-Behind Win over Put Valley

Pickle Brian



July 18- July 24, 2017 22 The Putnam Examiner

Okay, so, yeah, I like 
to put the cart before 
the horse more than 
most local scribes do. 
Pigskin speculation 
and conjecture is in my 
nature, so for all of us 
who are annoyed that 
Yorktown and Somers 
won’t square off on 
the gridiron in the 
regular season, you 
can probably bank on a 

post-season matchup of some kind.
If the cream rises to the top, as “they” 

say it does, Coach Tony DeMatteo’s 
defending NYS champion Tuskers and 
Coach Mike Rescigno’s Huskers, the 
2016 Section 1 runner-ups to Somers, 
will figure out a way to survive and 
advance their way to the Section 1 Class 
A semifinals (worst-case scenario) or the 
2017 Class A championship for a rematch 
of epic proportions.

You’ll recall the hype surrounding last 

year’s game; when No.2 Somers vs. No.1 
Yorktown was supposed to be the game 
of the century: Only Yorktown was sub-
par that night and Somers pranced about 
untouched in a 42-6 rout of the Huskers 
before winning the program’s lone NYS 
championship some three weeks later at 
the Carrier Dome in Syracuse. Yorktown 
has had to live with that 
setback for just under 
300 days now, and the 
anguish is still very 
much evident.

It’s “Dome or Die 
Trying” for both the 
Tuskers and the Huskers 
as we enter the 2017 
campaign about seven weeks from now, 
and there’s a bunch of student athletes I 
can’t wait to check out; two skill players in 
particular, and two monster lineman.

Yorktown senior RB/LB Brett Makar 
and Somers senior FB/MLB Antonio 
Vieira are not only among the finest 
players in Class A or Section 1, but you 
can throw in the rest of the state, too, and 
Somers OL/DL Nick Gargiulo (6’5”, 275) 
and Tusker TE/DE Jack Gilroy (6’3”, 220) 
are among the best in the trenches in the 
state.

Somers has lost a ton to graduation, 
including two of the best players in 
Section 1 history in co-NYS Player of the 
Year Matt Pires and All-NYS RB Messiah 
Horne. Coach DeMatteo, just 30 wins shy 
of becoming the all-time wins leader in 
state history, won’t try to replace either 
of them with just one guy. In fact, Somers 
will resort to its old ways, with a “Next 
Man Up” mentality a and stable full of 
competent components hell-bent on 
repeating.

“We're all excited,” said Yale-bound 
senior Gargiulo. “We have a great core 
group of guys returning. Our senior class 
is a tight group of hard working, tough, 
dedicated kids. The way we are attacking 
this upcoming year is "Next Man Up". We 
have a couple big scrimmages 
with New Rochelle coming up 
in early August, which will give 
us an early preseason "test". 
Right now, we're not focusing 
on our ultimate goal of a state 
title; rather we are focused on 
continually making our team 
better.”

Truth be told, while the 
Tuskers may hit fewer home 
runs this season without the 
long-ball services of Horne and 
Pires, they will still crush it at the 
end, doing so with sustenance 
over quick hitters.

Yorktown, on the other hand, 
will hunker down on Makar. 
The former two-time NYS 
champion Huskers (1993-
94) will lay the load on their 

bruising halfback, who carries a fullback’s 
load, as they embark on their first 
sectional title since 1998. They may not 
be dwelling on last season, but it’s in the 
back of the Huskers’ heads.

“Every year around this time the buzz 
of football season gets larger and larger 
as each week passes,” said Makar, the 

Maryland-bound lax All-
American with 20-TD 
and 1,000-yard potential. 
“Everyone on our roster is 
looking forward to getting 
started; as is everyone else 
in Section 1, I'm sure. With 
this being my senior year, 
I'm going to soak up every 

second possible with my teammates. 
Section 1 football remains one of the 
toughest sections in New York State, so 
with every day our team is together in the 
coming months we're going to be focused 
on getting better, so that we can compete 
and win games against some great teams. 
We’re fired up for the season to start, 
ready to get back to work and be where 
we want to be.”

There’s only room for one at the top, and 
this season we won’t get a regular-season 
determination since the schedule makers 
removed their originally-scheduled game 
in the interest of competitive balance, 
so guys like me, and the better part of 
Northern Westchester can only hope we 
get two great teams, two great seasons and 
one great game in the end…

APOLOGIES to Walter Panas 
volleyball All-American Yvette Burcescu 
for being left off the list of candidates for 
NWE-Putnam Athlete of the Year. Clearly, 
Burcescu, a two-time All-American and 
finest volleyball player in Panas history, 
belonged in last week’s print version (it 
was fixed on-line), but this scribe was 
vacationing on LBI and clearly had more 
than just his feet in the sand. In fact, the 
incoming senior is the top candidate for 
the honor in 2018.
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Somers Nips 
Put Valley, 7-6, 
in 14U GHVBL 
Come-From-
Behind Win

At 6-6 and 275 pounds, recent Yale-bound 
commit Nick Gargiulo is something to behold.

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Put Valley P Ethan Mournier fires pitch in Pride’s 7-6 
loss to Somers in 14U GHVBL action Saturday at Union 
Field in Putnam Valley.

C.A.L.L. 11U Team  
Steamrolls to D-33 Title

CALL-Stars Still at Large in  
NYS Sectional Tournament

The Cortlandt American Little League 11U team steamrolled through District 33 en route to 
the title, going undefeated and outscoring its opponents a combined 60-3! The team is batting 
well over .500 and there isn’t an easy out on the 12-man roster, which consists of:Jordan 
Campbell, Tony Humphrey, Anthony DeCesare, Alex Enea, Travis Carlucci, Jackson DiLorenzo, 
Andrew Disanto, Nicky Caputo, Randy Wiesner, Ryan Taffner, Nick Tetro, Michael Scozzafava 
and Coaches: John Scozzafava, Mike Enea and Tom DiLorenzo. Next up for the 11U CALL-Stars 
is a double-elimination sectional tournament, which starts Wed. 7/19 against the D19 winner 
(Rockland). The team expects to face much stiffer competition but if  the pitching and defense 
remains strong, the team has more than enough offensive firepower to make a deep run.

Members of  the Cortlandt American 12U team pose with District 33 championship banner prior to NYS 
Sectional tournament.section opener, which they won 9-3 over Haverstraw on Saturday. The CALL-Stars 
lost their second game on Sunday against Monroe-Woodbury, 14-11, but remained very much alive in the 
tourney in the loser’s bracket where it was to play Monday in a rematch with Haverstraw, who they rallied 
to beat. After falling behind early 2-0 the CALL bats went to work. Six CALL players had multi-hit games, 
including Andrew Chisholm, Sammy Stafura, Aidan Cohall, Gavin Carlucci, Justin Ramos and Joey Malaspina. 
Cohall got a 3rd inning rally going with a 3-run bomb to put CALL ahead 3-2 and that was followed by a 
solo blast from Danny Witters and Sammy Stafura chipped in with a long ball of  his own. That was enough 
offense for Aidan Cohall as he was dominant on the mound again for CALL. Against Monroe-Woodbury, there 
were a combined 14 homers in the game with CALL mashing eight of  them, but it wasn’t enough to offset 
MW’s six jacks.  The power surge was led by Joey Malaspina as he went 3-3 with three yard bombs. Cohall 
and Stafura chipped in with two dingers each and Witters hit one as well going back-to-back with Cohall for 
a second straight game.

Put Valley 2B Joey Maloney rips single in Pride’s 
7-6 loss to visiting Somers in GHVBLA 14U action 
last Saturday.

Somers P Cole Berger delivers in Red Storm’s 7-6 
win over host Putnam Valley in GHVBL 14U action last 
Saturday.

(Top) Somers’ Zach 
Soto chugs for 3B in 
Red Storm’s 7-6 win 
over host Put Valley 
in 14U GHVBL action 
Saturday.

Somers’ Brian Lieberman swipes 2B ahead of  tag attempt by Put Valley 
SS Gabe Astrologo in Red Storm’s 7-6 win over PV Pride last Saturday.
ction.

Somers C Jack Sammel slaps bare-handed tag on Put 
Valley’s Matt Borchick in Red Storm’s 7-6 come-from-
behind win over PV Pride.

McKay 
Debuts for 
Renegades

Brendan McKay, the fourth pick in this year’s 
baseball draft, made his debut with the Hudson 
Valley Renegades Sunday as the DH and had 
a rough start, grounding into a double play, 
fouling out to third and striking out in his 
final two plate appearances. Hudson Valley 
(9-16), which has also had a rough start in 
the NY-Penn League standings, lost 5-2 to the 
Mahoning Valley Scrappers and hopes McKay 
can jump start what has been a struggling 
lineup. 

ANDY JACOBS PHOTO

NYS Champ Somers, Section 1 Runner-Up Yorktown Set to Reload

Direct 
Rays

If  you don’t know Somers TE-DE Jack Gilroy yet, you 
will by fall’s end #Player to Watch.

Somers FB-MLB Antonio Vierra will be a ferocious player to 
watch this fall.

Yorktown senior Brett Makar will be among the 
finest two-way players in NYS this season, if  he 
weren’t already.
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Their “Get Krunk” routine was spot on last Thursday when 13-year-old members of  the Mohegan-based StarStruck Dance team -- many from Putnam Valley -- were crowned the overall teen winners of  the 
“Challenge of  the Champions/On Stage America 2017 Nationals” in Cape May, NJ. Those taking home the 6-foot-high hardware included Star Struck Dance Studio owner Jennifer Hendrick; (Bottom) Allyson 
Ferreira, Luke Zadrima, Lauren Seiler; (Top) Jennifer Hendrick, Alex Sirico, Arianna Stockinger, Kelli Venezia, Daniella Milano,Tarah Pivarnik and Alexis Fuchs (not pictured). The 13-year old unit awed but the 
rest of  the members (inset) excelled as well, bringing home first in the High Platinum routine, receiving a special judges’ award for props and entertainment award., while placing 2nd and 4th in other Challenge 
of  Champions age groups.

Strong Putnam Valley 
Contingent Cleans up on Cape 

May, Crowned National Champs

StarStruck Strikes Gold!


