
By David Propper
The murder investigation of Mahopac 

resident Perla Gatchalian came to a close 
last week, with the man accused of killing 
her taking his own life in Westchester 
County.

Filippo Buffone, who was identified 
as a suspect by authorities, shot and 
killed himself near his residence in West 
Harrison last Tuesday, said Town of 
Carmel Police Chief Michael Cazzari 
during a press conference Wednesday 
morning. Within 24 hours of the 
homicide, law enforcement had zeroed 
in on Buffone, the father-in-law of 
Galchalian’s daughter, as the possible 
perpetrator, Cazzari said during the press 
briefing.

Gatchalian, 75, was discovered dead 
on April 27 at her residence on Coventry 
Circle in Mahopac, a hamlet usually 
immune to major crimes. 

While the investigation continued 

last week, there is no indication anyone 
else besides Buffone, 69, is involved 
in the homicide, Cazzari said. Cazzari 
said Gatchalian was shot once and later 
discovered by a family member. There 
were no reported calls about a gunshot 
in the neighborhood at the time of the 
murder, Cazzari said.

Cazzari said the motive for the murder 
pointed to “anger over financial issues,” 
but he wouldn’t discuss further. A 
firmer timeline of the events leading to 
the murder were not revealed by police 
because the investigation is ongoing, 
Cazzari said. A murder weapon has been 
recovered along Route 6 in Yorktown, 
according to Cazzari. It was found in a 
wooded area. 

Assisting in the investigation were 
the New York State Police and Putnam 
County District Attorney’s Office, as 
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By David Propper
When Steve Wittels, co-owner of 

Aljans Jewelers in Mahopac, came into 
his jewelry store on April 27, little did 
he know a brief interaction he had that 
day would later result in Town of Carmel 
police officers coming to his store the next 
day as part of a murder investigation. 

Mahopac resident Perla Gatchalian was 
found dead of an apparent homicide on 

April 27 with her daughter’s father-in-
law the suspect in the slaying, according 
to Carmel police. The suspect, Filippo 
Buffone, committed suicide last Tuesday. 
Wittels, who has owned Aljans with his 
wife since 1975, might have been one of 
the last people to see Gatchalian  alive 
when she walked into the shop the same 
day she was killed.

By David Propper
The last time Patterson resident Andrew 

DeStefano ran for Putnam County sheriff, 
he ended up pleading guilty to petition 
forgery charges stemming from that 2009 
campaign. 

Cleared and exonerated by an appellate 
court earlier this year that found 
numerous issues with the case against 
DeStefano, the former NYPD captain is 
throwing his name into the ring against 
incumbent Sheriff Don Smith.

DeStefano, a Republican, confirmed his 
run for sheriff last week and is ready to 
force a Republican primary against Smith, 
who has been sheriff since 2002.

DeStefano said the main reason he’s 
running is to lead the department better in 
the battle against the drug epidemic that 
has overtaken Putnam. He said despite 
“red flags” for years, the drug problem has 
become worse, with not enough done by 
the sheriff ’s department to get ahold of 
the scourge. Putnam has been designated 
a high intensity drug trafficking area, 
according to the federal government.

“We’re past the point of an epidemic,” 
DeStefano said. “We’re at a crisis.”

DeStefano said he warned of the 

problem when he ran for sheriff in 2009 
in which he faced Smith and also former 
Southeast judge James Borkowski, who 
was a Republican at the time. (Borkowski 
is now a Democrat and head of the 
county’s Democratic Committee.)

DeStefano argued the sheriff ’s office 
continues to focus on “small cases,” but 
not hit the root of drug trafficking in 
Putnam. He said while the department 
might be arresting many people accused 
of using or dealing drugs, he questioned 

Local Biz Owner Helps in 
Mahopac Murder Investigation Republican Primary Possible 

in Race for Putnam Sheriff

continued on page 10

continued on page 14

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Carmel Polce Chief  Michael Cazzari, flanked by Lt. John Dearman, at last week’s press briefing regarding 
the murder in Mahopac on April 27. 

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Aljans co-owner Steve Wittels inside his jewelry store last week recounting how Perla Gatchalian and an 
unidentified man walked into his store the same day Gatchalian was found dead of  apparent homicide.
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By Neal Rentz
A petition drive in Putnam Valley 

may force the town to put up a public 
referendum on the plan to construct a 
$3.8 million recreation center that would 
be located in Town Park.

Longtime resident Patty Villanova led 
the petition drive because, she said Friday, 
the town board could not go forward with 
the community center project without 
public approval. Under town law the 
public must be given the opportunity to 
vote on financing of a park or recreational 
improvements, she said.

Villanova said she and a group had 
collected about 350 signatures toward 
her petition. To get a referendum 172 
signatures are required, she said. Those 
seeking the referendum wanted many 
more signatures than required in case 
some of the signatures were successfully 
challenged by the town and discarded, she 
said. 

“Most residents felt that the town had 
not asked them what they wanted before 
voting to pass the bond resolution,” 
Villanova stated in an email.  “Residents 
questioned why there had not been a 
survey done to find out what they wanted 
and what the options were.”

If a majority of residents support the 
referendum she would accept the result, 
Villanova said. 

Rather than a community center, the 

town should construct a swimming pool 
complex in the park, instead, Villanova 
said. While collecting petition signatures 
many residents have expressed support 
for a town swimming pool, she said. . 

Putnam Valley Supervisor San 
Oliverio said the town recently received 
the petitions. The signatures are being 
examined by town Clerk Sherry Howard 
and the process is expected to be 
completed on May 10. If there are 172 
required signatures the referendum 
would be held in mid-June, he said. 

Oliverio said the town board recently 
approved legislation to have the town 
search for bonding for the project at the 
lowest interest rate.  

Oliverio argued the recreation center 
“is a great project.” Constructing a center 
was something he has publicly lobbied for 
since the early 1990’s when he was a town 

councilman, continued during his many 
years on the Putnam County Legislature 
and was a key part of his successful 
campaign for town supervisor, Oliverio 
said. 

The proposed recreation center would 
have four rooms for arts and crafts and a 
basketball court that would also be used 
for indoor field hockey and lacrosse and 
the center could be utilized by residents 
of various ages, Oliverio said.

The recreation center project has 
obtained approvals from the planning 
board and the zoning board of appeals. 
Until the petition drive was started 
recently, Oliverio said he heard no major 

opposition to the project from residents.
It would cost the town $25,000 to 

hold a referendum and would delay the 
start of construction, Oliverio said. The 
town board had hoped to have a ground 
breaking for the center this summer, he 
said.

Oliverio said he did not see a need for 
a town swimming pool because there are 
five lake districts where town residents 
can swim. Also, beginning this summer 
Camp Combe YMCA is offering residents 
to use their swimming pool, for a fee, 
when the day camp is not in session, he 
said. 
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Q: What motivates women to want 
breast reduction surgery? 
A: The reasons women want breast reduction surgery 
are physical, emotional and cosmetic. Because breast 
tissue isn’t held back by muscle or bone, its weight sits 
on the upper back, neck, and shoulders, often causing 
chronic pain. Exercise may be painful and difficult, 
and decreased activity can lead to weight gain. Large 
breasts often droop, causing breast tissue to sit on the 
upper chest skin, creating a moist, covered area prone to 
infection and undesirable skin changes. Young women 
with large breasts often feel they don’t fit in. Heavy 
breasts that droop can make it difficult for you to 
wear the clothes you like.

Q: Who is a good candidate for 
breast reduction surgery?    
A: A woman who’s in general good health with realistic 
expectations. She must be a non-smoker, because 
smoking constricts the blood vessels, which can cause 
poor healing and bad scarring. She should be true to 
herself – the decision to reduce breast size should not 
be driven by a partner, friends or family.

Q: What happens during surgery?   
A: The three basic components are: lifting of the nipple/
areolar complex; removal of breast tissue to reduce size; 
and tightening of the skin envelope. At NWH’s Center for 
Plastic Surgery, breast reduction surgery takes two-and-
a-half to three hours. You go home the same day or the 
next morning. 

Q: How should I choose a surgeon?  
A: Look for a board-certified plastic surgeon highly experienced 
in this particular surgery. At NWH, we take careful 
measurements, drawing out a plan before we start surgery 
because dimensions change when a woman is lying down.

Q: What should I expect right after 
surgery – and long term? 
A: At NWH, just before completing surgery, we do 
something special: Just before completing the procedure, 
we inject a long-acting local anesthetic for good pain 
control for the first one or two days. Scars are hidden and 
fade with time. Three to four percent of women initially 
experience some loss of sensitivity in the breast, though 
some women have a degree of permanent loss. About 
80 percent of women who’ve had the surgery are able to 
successfully breastfeed. 

Considering a Breast Reduction?
What you need to know about the 
procedure and results…

400 East Main Street  |  Mount Kisco, NY 10549    
914.666.1200  |  www.nwhc.net

Ask the Doctor
Michael Rosenberg, MD, FACS
Director, Institute of Aesthetic 
Surgery & Medicine
Associate Medical Director
Northern Westchester Hospital

Find out if breast reduction 
surgery is right for you, visit 
nwhplasticsurgery.org.

PV Petition Drive Could Force Rec. Center Referendum
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By Anna Young
Former Town of Carmel police officer 

Richard O’Keefe was sentenced to 
one year in jail Wednesday afternoon 
inside the Putnam County Courthouse 
following a 2015 car crash that killed 
Mahopac resident Frances Ghelarducci. 

Inside the courtroom, family members 
of O’Keefe and Ghelarducci sat on separate 
sides as they awaited the sentencing from 
Dutchess County Judge Ned McLoughlin. 
Many supporters of O’Keefe were on 
hand, while the Ghelarducci family shed 
tears and wore custom pins remembering 
the fallen Somers school district teaching 
assistant. 

“My loving wife was the center of our 
universe. Our three children lost a mother 
and a mentor to help them through life’s 
ups and downs and struggles, she was 
a guiding light to them,” said Steven 
Ghelarducci, the victim’s husband. “We 
have suffered the ultimate loss, our lives 
will never and can never be the same. 
The void that is left by her death is a 
deep sadness that I would never wish on 
anybody.”

McLoughlin, who was the acting justice 
on this case, sentenced O’Keefe to one 
year in jail and revocation of his license. 
As part of the plea deal, O’Keefe also 
agreed to refrain from reapplying for his 
license for one year after his release from 
jail. 

As part of a plea deal reached between 
O’Keefe and the Putnam County District 
Attorney’s Office, O’Keefe pleaded guilty 
to one count of criminally negligent 
homicide, a class E felony. O’Keefe also 
admitted to driving drunk and speeding 
the night of the fatal crash. He has been 
sitting in Putnam County Correctional 
Facility since February as part of his plea 
agreement already serving his time. 

O’Keefe’s attorney, David Squirrell said 
he felt O’Keefe received a fair and just 
sentence based upon all the facts and the 
law. 

“All we can do is pray for him,” Squirrell 
said.

In a statement, District Attorney Bob 
Tendy said Ghelarducci is missed by all.

“Our community continues to mourn 
the loss of a wonderful person who had 
such a positive impact on so many,” Tendy 
said. 

A New York State Police investigation 
revealed O’Keefe was driving at an 
excessive rate of speed between 52 and 58 
miles per hour and had several alcoholic 
beverages resulting in a blood alcohol 
content of .247 percent, triple the legal 
limit. 

“The reckless behavior that led Mr. 
O’Keefe to get behind the wheel of his 
vehicle and drive drunk has destroyed 
and changed our lives forever,” Mary 
Prevosto, sister of the victim said during 

the sentencing. “Your actions that night 
led you over to the other side and you 
took my sisters life in the process, Fran 
was gone in the blink of an eye.”

While O’Keefe is guilty for driving 
under the influence, a collision 
reconstruction report did not fully 
fault him for the accident. A second car 
carrying Ghelarducci, which was driven 
by Anna Estrada, exited the Route 6 Plaza 
parking lot and failed to yield to the right 
of way to the vehicle driven by O’Keefe. 
The crash caused the vehicle driven by 
Estrada to roll on its passenger side and 
collide with a third vehicle that led to the 
fatal injuries, according to the report. 

Estrada did not face any charges and 
had no alcohol or drugs in her system 
when she was tested the night of the crash.

“You were the significant cause of that 
accident,” Prevosto told O’Keefe in court. 
“Between your high alcohol level and 
excessive speed, Anna did not stand a 
chance in avoiding you. 

O’Keefe, on top of being a former 
Carmel cop, was a town councilman 
for one term and a Mahopac Board of 
Education member. He’s the brother 
of current town Councilwoman Suzi 
McDonough. 

“I spent my entire life trying to help 
people, trying to be good and I stumbled,” 
O’Keefe said. “For that, I stand here 
humbled, embarrassed and ashamed. I’m 

truly sorry.”
While McLoughlin commended both 

attorneys for agreeing to a reasonable 
deal, he added that no sentence could ever 
undo the heartbreaking loss the victims 
family has suffered. 

“We’ll never know whether you could 
have avoided that other car,” McLoughlin 
said to O’Keefe. “I’m sure it haunts you 
and I think it should haunt you, you’ll 
have to live with this the rest of your life, 
but your guilt and your regret, as sincere 
as it is, doesn’t compare to the loss of the 
victim’s family. You did this to their family 
and you did this to your family.”

O’Keefe Sentenced to One Year in County Jail

Richard O’Keefe was sentenced to one year in 
prison last week.
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well as the Harrison Police Department 
and Yorktown Police Department. The 
Putnam County Sheriff ’s Department 
also provided resources when requested 
by the Carmel police.

Gatchalian lived with family members 
of the Buffone family and helped care for 
her three grandchildren, according to 
Mahopac Superintendent of Schools Dr. 
Dennis Creedon, who sent an email to 
community members about the tragedy 
the day after she died.

The entire family has cooperated with 
police, Cazzari said. 

“They’re devastated,” Cazzari said. 
“They’ve lost two grandparents now.”

While Buffone was identified as the 
possible killer quickly, Cazzari said 
because it’s a homicide investigation 
authorities wanted to be deliberate and 
collect as much evidence as possible 
before making an arrest.

NYS police captain John Ryan said 
Buffone went missing early Tuesday 
morning around 4:30 and was later found 
by the Harrison police a couple hours 

later. Buffone didn’t have a criminal past, 
Cazzari said. According to his obituary, 
he owned a barber shop in Westchester.

Cazzari and Lt. John Dearman said 
it’s been at least four or five years since 
the Carmel police conducted a murder 
probe in town. Cazzari stressed residents 
shouldn’t be concerned because “this is 
a very safe community…I would not act 
very differently.”

“We’d like to thank our community 
and business owners who came forward,” 
Cazzari added. 

Mahopac Murder Probe Ends in Suspect’s Suicide
continued from page 1
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‘We’d like to thank 
our community and 

business owners 
who came forward.’ 
Carmel police chief 

Michael Cazzari
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By Rick Pezzullo
Local municipal and school officials 

must plan for the future without the 
existence of the Indian Point nuclear 
power plants as if no financial or planning 
assistance is being provided by higher 
government or elsewhere.

That was part of the message delivered 
by a pair of experts in the field of studying 
local and regional socioeconomic impacts 
of nuclear power plants closing to the 
Cortlandt Community Unity Indian 
Point Task Force late last month.

“Act like help is not on the way. Be 
ready for unexpected opportunities,” 
said Jennifer Stromsten, program 
director for the Institute for Nuclear 
Host Communities. “This is sort of a 
reimagining moment. You really have 
to learn what you can affect and plan 
accordingly.”

In early January, Governor Andrew 
Cuomo, Entergy (owners of the nuclear 
plants) and Riverkeeper stunned local 
officials when they announced Indian 
Point would close in April 2021 since 
it was no longer profitable enough for 
Entergy.

The announcement sent immediate 
financial shockwaves since Entergy is a 
major funding source, providing 33% of 
annual revenue to the Hendrick Hudson 
School District, 46% to the Village of 
Buchanan, 64% to the Verplanck Fire 

Department. 28% to the Hendrick 
Hudson Free Library, 2% to the Town of 
Cortlandt and 1% to Westchester County.

“We didn’t get the memo,” a still 
irritated Cortlandt Supervisor Linda 
Puglisi remarked at the meeting about 
being blindsided. “We’re all in this 
together. We’re trying to think of anything 
we can do.”

Cortlandt receives approximately 
$800,000 annually from Entergy. The 
Cortlandt Town Board voted earlier this 
year to set aside $100,000 from the town’s 
reserve fund to start planning for the loss 
in revenue. 

State Assemblywoman Sandra Galef 
(D/Ossining) noted lawmakers in Albany 
established a reserve fund of $40 million 

but that pot of money is available for 
all municipalities throughout the state 
experiencing financial hardship.

“This fund is intended to tie everything 
over,” Galef said.

Stromsten said even though the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission with oversee 
Indian Point’s exit as an operating entity, 
the federal government has no policy 
regarding closure of nuclear power plants. 

“The NRC closes power plants by 
running its regulatory script in reverse,” 
she said. “We don’t have top-down 
planning in this country.”

Reuse of the site, which sits on the 
edge of the Hudson River in the Village 
of Buchanan, is a key that the task force 
must focus on, Stromsten stressed. Spent 

fuel rods that will remain on the property 
in dry cask storage could become hurdle 
in the redevelopment of the land, said 
Jonathan Cooper, research director 
for the institute, which is located in 
Massachusetts.

“It’s a critical resource that you have 
to fight for your community,” Stromsten 
said. “It’s a long game.”

Entergy is scheduled to appear before 
the task force May 18 at Cortlandt Town 
Hall. On May 31, also in Cortlandt, the 
first New York State Task Force meeting 
regarding Indian Point’s departure 
will be chaired by the Public Service 
Commission. Both meetings are open to 
the public.

Experts Outline Challenges Ahead with Indian Point Closure
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By David Propper
In the Mahopac school system, taxes 

won’t just remain under the tax cap, but 
will actually remain even with no increase 
at all. The $120.7 million budget will be 
voted on, along with two propositions 
for bus/van purchases and an energy 
performance contract. Six candidates 
are running for three seats on the 
board of education, including all three 
incumbents. The three incumbents are, 
Leslie Mancuso, Carolann Lacoparra and 
Michael Sclafani.
Leslie Mancuso

During her two terms on the Mahopac 
school board Leslie Mancuso, the 
current board vice president, believes 
she’s accomplished a lot along with her 
colleagues. With her experience, any new 
issue that comes up, Mancuso said she’s 
ready to handle it. One thing she and 
the board have been able to do is keep 
taxes at bay while not cutting positions or 
programs, Mancuso said. In fact, there has 
been sustainable growth, she added. The 
budget last year actually decreased taxes 
and this year taxes remain level, Mancuso 
noted. “I’ve made promises and I’ve kept 
them,” Mancuso said. Security has been 

increased and the schools now have 
wireless Internet, Mancuso said. If elected 
again, she’d like to put a policy into play 
where graduates of the district are given 
a fair opportunity to be employed by the 
district for any job they might want to 
apply for. “I really think we need to look 
into that,” Mancuso said. She would also 
like to continue to improve facilities and 
curriculum. She vowed to be a voice for 
different students and other members of 
the community like teachers and parents. 
“Being an active community member and 
being a voice and understanding what’s 
going on,” Mancuso, who has children 
in the district, said. “Not being a school 
board member from afar.”
Michael Sclafani

Growing up, Michael Sclafani was 
always taught by his parents to give 
back and do for his community. As a 
Mahopac school board member for two 
terms, Sclafani hopes to continue that 
work for another term. During his time 
on the board, Sclafani said his financial 
experience has been helpful. As a banker 
for 35 years who has sat on national and 

international financial boards, Sclafani 
said he’s brought a different perspective 
to the budget. “Trying to get the spending 
under control and trying to get the 
biggest bang for our buck,” he said. If 
elected again, Sclafani, the former board 
president, said he’d continue the fight 

to be fiscally conservative and be aware 
the heavy burden on taxpayers. Still, the 
father of two Mahopac grads, said, “the 
kids are the number one priority for me.” 
Sclafani said his leadership and ability to 
work with others have been assets for the 
school district. “You can’t have blinders 
on,” he said. “You have to look at the 
overall impact.” For instance, putting 
a maintenance schedule together for 
facilities is a way he’s looked at the bigger 
picture. “I’ll continue to do what I’ve done 
the last six years and that’s safeguard what 
we have here,” he said. 
Carolann Lacoparra

Serving on the school board for one 
term, Carolann Lacoparra believes the 
district is going in the right direction. 
She supports the school superintendent 
and his team, believing they’re doing 
an “amazing job. She’s happy to see 
changes occurring in the district and 
wants to continue to be part of that 
transformation. Lacoparra, a mother of 
four children who have gone through 

the district, noted the past two budgets 
have included a tax decrease and a budget 
that remains even. “We’re very proud of 
that,” she said. “A lot of work went into 
that.” Going forward, Lacoparra wants to 
focus more energy on fighting the drug 
crisis in the community that has been a 
problem throughout the county. “I’d like 
to help wherever I can help,” Lacoparra, 

a 27-year resident, said. Additionally, 
Lacoparra wants to push ahead with the 
curriculum being implemented. “We’ve 
done exciting things,” she said. Lacoparra 
said she is someone who is open minded 
and willing to do “whatever it takes to get 
things done.” 
Mark O’Connor

Mark O’Connor, a 20-year-resident, 
knows Mahopac is an excellent school 
district, but overall he thinks the schools 
are currently in a lull. “I think it can be 
a lot better than it is across the board,” 
he said. O’Connor, who works in the 
real estate field, believes the facilities 
can be greatly improved, including 
athletic fields, buildings, and parking 
lots. A parent of four with one already 
graduated, O’Connor said the board 
needs some “new blood and new vision.” 

He’s heard from constituents in the 
district, including staff that the culture 
of the district could improve. While he 
doesn’t know the inner workings of board, 
he simply doesn’t believe the district is 
getting any better. Leading a 30-person 
department in commercial development, 
O’Connor said he’s level headed and fair. 
He noted he has experience with budgets 
and leadership and team building traits. 
He’s also been involved with the Mahopac 
Sports Association. “I think it’s important 
that fresh blood come in,” he said. “And 
residents get involved in community 
affairs.”
Michael Simone

As a lifelong resident of Mahopac, 
Michael Simone knows the ins and 

outs of the school system. He’s running 
because he believes the board is in need 
of a decision maker who has in-depth 

experience with the community. Simone, 
the longtime highway superintendent in 
the Town of Carmel, said he believes there 
are too many interim administrators 
throughout the district and there has been 
a “revolving door” of superintendents. He 
wants to ensure the school chief is willing 
to remain long term and is invested in 
the community. Since Simone has been 
highway superintendent, he can count 
at least seven different school chiefs in 
that time. Simone would also like to 
address the taxes in the community. As 
the highway superintendent, he said his 
department has tightened its belt during 
his tenure. With declining enrollment, 
he thinks there should be some money 
coming back to taxpayers. Simone said he 
develops an $11 million budget and runs 
a fleet only second to the school district. 
Simone is part of three generations 
that have gone through Mahopac high 
school and was heavily involved with 
the Mahopac Sports Association. He is 
president of the National Council on 
Alcoholism and Other Drug Dependence 
Putnam Chapter. “With epidemic of the 
opioids now a day, I think I bring a little 
more to the table there, too,” Simone said.   
Peter Maccio

Growing up in Mahopac and now 
coming back a few years ago with two 
children going though the school system, 
Peter Maccio wanted to give back to 
the community. He’s content with a lot 
of what he’s seen from the district, but 
noted there are a few areas that could 
use improvements. For instance, issues 
that many districts face like bullying and 
drugs, Maccio said, need to be addressed 
in innovative ways. Maccio wants to work 
with all stakeholders including teachers, 

parents, and administrators to ensure 
the best decisions are made for students. 
“I went through the Mahopac school 
system so I can relate to what a lot of 
the children are going through and what 
their future holds for them,” Maccio said. 
Part of an electricians’ union, Maccio has 
negotiated union deals and understands 
that contract process that school boards 
also face. Maccio, who has two young 
children, is involved with the Mahopac 
Sports Association. “I deal with a lot of 
different types of people,” Maccio said.

Crowded Field in Mahopac for Three School Board Seats

Leslie Mancuso

Carolann Lacoparra

Michael Sclafani

Peter Maccio

Michael Simone

Mark O’Connor
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The Putnam Valley school district will 
remain under the tax cap, raising the 
tax levy .84 percent. The overall budget 
will be $48.4 million. There will also be a 
vote on an energy performance contract 
that if approved by residents, will give 
the district state aid for energy efficient 
equipment. For the school board, 
incumbent trustee Joseph Ferraro is 
running unopposed. 

The Brewster school system offers a 
budget of $95.4 million that remains 
under the tax cap. The tax levy increase is 
2 percent. There is also a proposition to 
purchase several new buses for $750,000. 
Running for the school board to fill two 
seats are newcomers Glenn Niles and 
Kerry Cunningham. Current trustees 
Alberta Kozma and Scott Dakin are not 
running again. 

In the Haldane school system, voters 
will decide on a $23.5 million budget 
that remains under the tax cap at a 
tax levy increase of 2.23 percent. Two 
propositions will also be on the ballot 
including one for purchasing school 
buses at $150,000 and another for gym 
and library renovations worth $100,000. 
Incumbent Peggy Clements is running 
unopposed.

In the Garrison school district, the 
budget is $10.6 million and remains 
below the tax cap. Two school board seats 
are open. Incumbent Diana Swinburne 
and newcomer Courtney McCarthy are 
running unopposed.  A vote will also 
decide if the district sets up a capital 
reserve fund. 

Other School District’s Board and Budget Info

By David Propper
In Carmel, the proposed spending plan 

is $123,115,443 and represents a 1.71 
percent budget-to-budget increase, with 
a tax levy increase of 0.97 percent (below 
the 1.18 percent maximum allowable tax 
levy increase.)

“Our primary objectives in developing 
this budget are to provide what’s best for 
kids, while ensuring fiscal responsibility 
to our taxpayers,” said Superintendent of 
Schools Andy Irvin.

Four candidates are running for two 
spots on the Carmel Board of Education, 
including one incumbent, Tara DeTurris. 
Not running again is current member 
Heyam Nesheiwat. 

Tara DeTurris 
When leadership turned over in Carmel 

and a new superintendent took the reins 
two years ago, Tara DeTurris liked what 
she saw in terms of a new strategic plan 
coming to life and she believes her project 
planning skills fit nicely with the progress 
the district is making. DeTurris, in her 
first term, said the board has worked to 

reach equitable solutions with issues in 
the district. “I’m proud of the work we’ve 
done together,” she said. DeTurris would 
like to see the school system further 
integrate technology into learning and 
wants to offer more college level classes 
for high school students. DeTurris said 
she brings 20 years of experience in 
finance and technology that helps with the 
budget process. DeTurris also said she’s 

creative and having kids in the district 
gives her an important perspective. She’s 
currently completing a Masters degree 
in Organizational Leadership, stressing 
she’s always learning. Over the past two 
years, DeTurris said the partnership with 
the community has been “amazing” and if 
residents come out, their voices will make 
a difference. “The leadership we have now 
is really working with the community 
to find some really great programs,” 
DeTurris said. 

James Reese
While James Reese isn’t an incumbent, 

he has experience on the Carmel school 
board after serving one term a few 
years ago. When he took an interim 
administrative position in a Westchester 
based school district near the end of his 
first term, he knew he didn’t have the time 
to do both. Now retired again, Reese is 
running for the board. Reese commended 
the district’s performance and said the 
schools are moving in a positive direction. 
He noted the school board has not been 
criticized much by the public, which 
indicates the board is effective. Reese 
has served on a committee focused on 
construction and facilities recently and 
for the last several months the community 

construction committee has investigated 
another bond proposal to voters. On 
the board he said he would continue to 
delve into facilities issues. Reese has been 
involved with education his entire career, 

whether as a teacher for a short stint or 
an administrator for more than 30 years. 
He believes he’d bring a broad perspective 
and an expertise with the finances of a 
school system. “I feel I’d be a real attribute 
to the board,” Reese said, who has three 
children that graduated from the district. 

Tara Eacobacci
Tara Eacobacci is running for the 

school board as a way to give back to 
the community and give back to the 
school system teaching her daughter 
who is currently a 1st grader. Living in 

the district for seven years, Eacobacci 
said everything is about what’s best for 
students, including achievements and 
performance standards. “I don’t have a 
personal agenda,” she said.  “On the board 
I plan to have an open mind and work 
with the other board members to make 
collaborative decisions.” Eacobacci is an 
executive assistant for large corporations, 
working on multi-million budgets and 
being a liaison between vendors and 
management. She said her empathy for 
others would fit well because she’s willing 
to listen to parents about what they think 
of the district. When discussing this 
year’s budget, Eacobacci said she’s pleased 
the budget is below the tax cap and 
commended how the board has handled 
the spending plan. Eacobacci wants to 
ensure all students, regardless of how they 
perform academically, are represented. “I 

want to do what’s in the best interest for 
all students of all ages and capabilities,” 
she said. 

Mary Smith
When Mary Smith’s own children were 

in school, she was too busy to be very 
involved in the school district. But as a 
grandmother with two grandchildren 
going into Carmel schools, she’s ready to 
donate her time and hopes to do so on the 
school board. Working for the Brewster 
school system in the transportation 
department as a supervisor, Smith, a 
longtime Patterson resident, said she 
understands the challenges schools and 
students face today. Smith said she would 
focus on how to make Carmel schools the 
safest they can be, including having the 
best plan in case of an emergency. Smith 
noted transportation is important in the 
event of any incident. Working and living 
in Putnam County for so long, Smith said 
she has a lot of geographical knowledge of 
the area. Smith said she’s fast on her feet 

and a problem solver. When addressing 
taxes, Smith said while she isn’t a numbers 
person, she is someone who would spend 
in the best interest of students. “I might 
not be the person figuring out all the 
money, but I’m certainly the person that 
would have the rationale for spending it,” 
Smith said. “…For me, the students always 
come first regardless of what the situation 
is. Every decision should be made on the 
best interest of the child.”

Four Candidates Vie for Two Spots on Carmel School Board

James Reese

Tara DeTurris Mary Smith

Tara Eacobacci
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By Rick Pezzullo
Three seats are up for grabs in the May 

16 Board of Education race in Lakeland. 
Three incumbents, Denise Kness, Glen 
Malia and Rachelle Nardelli, are seeking 
reelection, while district parents Michelle 
Browne and Gnesia Feliu (Genie Muller) 
are running for the first time. Each seat 
carries a three-year term.

Michelle Browne
Browne, a mother of three who has 

resided in Lakeland for 21 years, has been 
at odds with district officials since she and 
her husband opted to remove their middle 
son last year from Van Cortlandtville 
over alleged bullying and the refusal of 
administrators to take any action.

“I am not a politician. I’m a parent 
who wants the best for our children, the 
taxpayers and our community,” Browne 
said. “I am an open-minded candidate 
and I believe everyone’s voice should 
be heard, and working together to find 
solutions that benefit everyone.”

She said she decided to run as a trustee 
“to ensure our children have the chance 
to obtain the best education possible 
to prepare them for a successful future; 
continue to research into more exciting, 
alternative and challenging enrichment 
programs for all children; contribute and 
prepare a responsible budget, that is clear, 
transparent and understandable; analyze 
our current financial procedures and 
create more effective checks and balances 
for all transactions; and build a more open 
communication between board members 
and the community.”

Gnesia Feliu (Genie Muller) 
Feliu, who attended Walter Panas High 

School and currently has two girls enrolled 
in district schools, has been a homeschool 
parent and involved with Girl Scouts and 
various charitable organizations.

“I am running for a seat on the 
Lakeland Central School District Board 
of Education, as I believe that I have many 
unique perspectives to offer the board,” 
Feliu said. “My reason for running for 
a position on the BOE is, because I am 
passionate about creating a better future 
for our children, by ensuring we have the 
resources in place to help them excel and 
reach their full potential. After speaking 
with many parents and hearing their 
perspective, I feel strongly, there needs 
to be more resources offered within this 
district.”

“We need advanced placement options 
for children, who excel above and beyond 
the standard curriculum. Not providing 
more of these types of curriculum, we 
are doing a grave injustice and setting a 
bad precedent for our children and their 
educational foundation,” she continued. 
“We need more school funded after 
school programming at the elementary 
level, and more in-school supports at all 
levels, for outside volunteer organizations 

(for example scouting) which has a 
known positive impact and is at no cost 
to the district. Enrichment plays a key 
role in development and when started at 
an early age can lead to more scholarship 
opportunities down the road. We need to 
offer stronger supports to families with 
children who have specialized needs, 
building bridges instead of walls when it 
comes to securing an IEP or 504 plans. 
This is not just limited to educational 
needs, but medical as well including food 
allergies. I understand the complexities 
of a school budget, and that while many 
of the programs mentioned above would 
require higher spending; I believe that 
reevaluating the budget could provide for 
more program opportunities.”

Denise Kness
Kness has lived in the Yorktown section 

of the district for 20 years and has two 
children attending district schools. She is 
running for a second term on the board.

“I am running for re-election because 
I want to continue my passion for being 
an advocate for children and public 
education. Children are our future and I 
truly feel that what we nurture today will 
determine our tomorrow,” she said. “To 
see students develop, grow and be the best 
they can be makes serving on the board 
of education a priceless position. I am the 
biggest fan of teachers. I feel they are our 
most valuable asset. If both students and 
teachers are given support emotionally 
and financially it can only lead to good 
things. I also have a profound level of 
respect for our support staff including bus 
drivers, mechanics, and facility workers. 
It takes all of our employees every day to 
bring their “A” game to work in order to 
ensure our students receive the best we 
can offer.”

“I have learned in the past three years 
during my first term that the function 
of a board member is to govern without 
prejudice or personal motive. A role of a 
successful board member is to represent 
the entire community, be a steward of the 
district’s resources, exercise leadership 
and most of all an advocate for public 

education. You must be trustworthy, 
confidential, and goal driven,” Kness 
said. “I believe Lakeland will continue 
to address the increase in mental health 
issues and the impact social media is 
having on our community. I also feel 
Lakeland continues to address the issue 
of advancing student achievement while 
remaining fiscally responsible.”    

Glen Malia
Malia, an attorney who graduated from 

the University of Pennsylvania, has five 
children who graduated from Lakeland 
schools and a sixth who currently attends 
the middle school. He has been on the 
Board of Education for 12 years.

“During my tenure on the board we 
have improved the education provided 
to our students; have increased the 
opportunities, both scholastic and inter-
scholastic, available to our students; have 
expanded the facilities; have developed 
and instituted cutting edge special 
education programs; have improved our 
financial position (and bond rating); and 
have consistently kept the tax increases 
well below the tax levy cap and the 
surrounding district’s tax increases,” he 
said. “I want to continue contributing to 
the good work that the board is doing.”

He said the most pressing issue facing 
the district is the same it has been---to 
provide the best education and facilities 
for students to allow them the opportunity 
to reach their full potential at a reasonable 
cost to taxpayers.

“Over the next three years, due to new 
regulations, minimum wage increases, 
and the need to make significant capital 
improvements due to our aging buildings, 
the financial constraints will be very 
important,” Malia said. “The board and 
the administration will have to come 
up with creative ways to ensure that 
the educational opportunities provided 
to our students continue to increase 
without increasing the tax burden on the 
residents.”

Rachelle Nardelli
Nardelli, who has lived in the Yorktown 

section of the district for 14 years and 
has three children attending Lakeland 
schools, was an elementary teacher in 
the Briarcliff Manor School District and 
currently is a store manager for a family 
business. She is running for a second 
term.

“I am running for re-election to the 
board because it is important. Although 
it is a volunteer position, it carries great 
responsibility. The Board of Education 
oversees the overall operation of the 
district and is part of the group of stake 
holders responsible for educating our 
students,” she said. “My experience as 
a classroom teacher helps me to bring 
a unique perspective to the trustee 
position. I feel my teaching background 
and dedication to improving the quality 
of education for all Lakeland students 
make me an essential part of the Board. I 
continue to be impressed by our students 
in the classroom, on stage and on the 
athletic field.  Watching students succeed 
and participate in activities they enjoy 
is inspiring and I would like to continue 
my service to the Lakeland community to 
help provide a well-rounded educational 
experience.”

“Lakeland is in strong financial health. 
Good planning and responsible spending 
have contributed to our financial stability. 
However, the unpredictability of state 
funding and the fluctuating costs of fuel, 
healthcare and retirement contributions 
are always concerns when building a 
budget that maintains quality programs,” 
she said. “Mental health and well-being 
should also continue to be a focus. 
Recently established programs and clubs 
have helped to identify and alleviate some 
of the stress and anxiety felt by students. 
We also need to successfully implement 
the remaining phases of our long-range 
technology plan and oversee the capital 
improvement projects that will be taking 
place at all of our schools in the coming 
years to repair aging infrastructure and 
provide a safe learning environment for 
staff and students.”

Three Incumbents Face Two Challengers in Lakeland Race

Be Sure to Vote in Your School Board 
and Budget Election

Tuesday, May 16, From Early Morning to 9 p.m.
Make Your Voice Count
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Wittels came into the store earlier than 
usual after dropping his wife, Alice, off 
at a train station in Westchester County. 
After finishing a sandwich mid-morning, 
he saw Gatchalian walk into the store with 
an unidentified man. Nothing seemed 
out of the ordinary except she was with a 
person this time.

“She was never with a person,” Wittels 
said of the past occasions she shopped at 
Aljans. “Always by herself.”

The man, who never spoke, was at the 
store to look at jewelry, Gatchalian told 
Wittels. After about 15-20 minutes, the 

pair walked out without buying anything. 
The only thing Gatchalian did was tried 
on a red coral ring, which she had tried on 
in the past, Wittels said. Her behavior was 
normal, Wittels recalled, but something 
nagged him internally about the man 
with her. She never mentioned who he 
was or his name, Wittels said. 

“I had a weird sense he didn’t belong,” 
Wittels added. “It was a matter of not 
belonging with her.”

Once they left, it was out of Wittels’ 
mind until the next day when his wife 
read online that Gatchalian had been 

found dead of an apparent homicide. His 
wife and another customer encouraged 
Wittels to call police because it was odd 
that Gatchalian was with a man when she 
walked in the day before and later found 
dead. When he called the Carmel police 
station, a few investigators shortly arrived 
Friday afternoon. 

He described the man who walked 
in with Gatchalian to police as an older 
gentleman in his 60s who simply seemed 
like an “average joe.” Wittels said besides 
a description of what the man looked like, 
police asked if Wittels saw if the man had 
his hands in pockets, which Wittels didn’t 
know. 

From Wittels’ interaction with 
the officers, he believes he provided 
authorities with a new clue because they 
told him what he provided was “really 
good information.” He isn’t sure if the man 
in the store with her was Filippo Buffone, 
the suspect Carmel police pointed to in 
Gatchalian’s murder. 

Attempts to reach Carmel Police Chief 
Michael Cazzari were unsuccessful as 
of late Monday with an email to the 
chief going unreturned. During a press 
conference last week, Cazzari said he 
could not divulge a firmer timeline 
of events because the investigation is 
ongoing, though he said police believe 
Buffone is the only person responsible for 

the crime.
Wittels was struck with the thought that 

he could have been one of the last people 
to see Gatchalian alive. Wittels said when 
he asked one of the investigators about 
homicides in Mahopac, an investigator 
told him the last one was roughly four 
years ago, but “this (murder) is different.”

Wittels will remember Gatchalian, a 
grandmother of three fondly. She was 
friendly anytime she walked into the shop.

“She was a nice lady,” Wittels, who 
would chat with her anytime she came to 
the shop, said. “A pleasant lady.”

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
The ring Gatchalian tried on while she was in the 
store on April 27. 

Local Biz Owner Helps in Mahopac Murder Investigation 
continued from page 1

FOR TICKETS: 914.739.0039 ext. 2  •  SIGN UP FOR A CHANCE TO WIN PRIZES: PARAMOUNTHUDSONVALLEY.COM  •  1008 Brown Street, Peekskill, N.Y. 10566

COMING SOON 
TO THE PARAMOUNT

BRIAN
REGAN
MAY 13 @ 8PM

THE
OAK
RIDGE
BOYS
MAY 19 @ 8PM

The Manhattan Transfer  ....................................Fri. May 12 @ 8pm
Brian Regan  ................................................................Sat. May 13 @ 8pm
The Kingston Trio  ...................................................Sun. May 14 @ 5pm
Oak Ridge Boys  ........................................................Fri. May 19 @ 8 pm
Charlotte’s Web  ........................................................Sat. May 20 @ 11am & 3pm
Scott Stapp Frontman of Creed .....................Sun. May 21 @ 7pm
Mike DelGuidice & Big Shot  ..........................Sat. June 3 @ 8pm
Boomer Comedy Unlimited  ............................Fri. June 9 @ 8pm
John Mayall  .................................................................Sat. June 10 @ 8pm
America ..........................................................................Sat. June 17 @ 8pm
TOTO  ................................................................................Fri. June 23 @ 8pm
Beatles vs. Stones ....................................................Thur. June 29 @ 7:30pm
Magically Hysterical  .............................................Sat. July 8 @ 8pm

Tim Kubart and the The Space Cadets  ...Sun. July 9 @1pm & 4pm
Imagination Movers  .............................................Sat. July 15 @ 11am
Brady Rymer  ...............................................................Sat. July 22 @ 11am & 3pm
Ralph’s World  .............................................................Sun. Aug. 6 @ 1pm & 4pm
The Outlaws  ...............................................................Sat. Aug. 12 @ 8pm
Dirty Sock Funtime Band  ..................................Sun. Aug. 20 @ 1pm & 4pm
Don McLean  ...............................................................Fri. Sep. 15 @ 8pm
Robert Klein  ...............................................................Sat. Sep. 16 @ 8pm
Howard Jones  ............................................................Fri. Oct.  20 @ 8pm
Darlene Love- Love for the Holidays  ........Fri. Nov. 17 @ 8pm
Presley, Perkins, Lewis and Cash  ..................Sat. Nov. 18 @ 8pm
Blood Sweat and Tears  .......................................Fri. Dec. 8 @ 8pm

In an April 25-May 1 edition of 
The Putnam Examiner, in an article 
titled “Putnam Valley School Budget 
Remains Under Tax Cap” it states 
an energy performance “project 
includes a solar panel at the high 
school, middle school and a bus 
garage.” To be clear, a solar panel 
would be placed on the bus garage 
rather than a new bus garage being 
built. 

Clarification

Visit 
TheExaminerNews.com 

and click on Puzzles  
at the top of the  

homepage to play  
today's crossword!
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Top Hibachi Restaurant 
Somers

Business 

of the Week
By Neal Rentz

For about two years, Top Hibachi 
Restaurant in the Somers Commons 
Shopping Center has offered a wide 
variety of Asian cuisine in a variety of 
formats.

Queens resident David Jheng, the 
restaurant’s sushi head chef, said last week 
Top is an Asian fusion eatery featuring 
dishes from China, Japan and Thailand. 
“Sometimes we mix it up and make new 
styles,” he said. 

Most of the sushi offered at Top features 
fresh fish, including fish imported from 
Japan. “Some of the specialties that we 
have you can’t really find anywhere,” he 
said. 

For example, the restaurant purchases 
boxes of fish from one of its suppliers from 
Japan for sushi “that we don’t know what’s 
in it,” he said, adding it takes one day to 
shop fish from Japan. The restaurant also 
works with a variety of fish suppliers in 
Queens, he said.

Fresh, quality ingredients are the keys 
to quality sushi, he said. “From our fish 
to rice to seaweed, we pick it out,” he said, 
adding he will taste the sushi ingredients 
before he works with them.

As it names indicates, Top also 
has hibachi tables, which seat over 
100 customers. “It’s more of a party 

environment” will several people being 
served at a table, he explained. “Our 
hibachi chef will perform a show.” 

Popular hibachi dishes at Top include 
lobster, Chilean sea bass and fillet minion. 
Hibachi meals include soup, salad, a 
shrimp appetizer, vegetables, fried rice 

and noodles. 
Other Asian specialties offered at Top 

include such traditional Chinese dishes 
such as lo mein noodle dishes, pad Thai 
noodles fare, curry entrees, and steaks. 

Top also includes “a full open bar with 
a lot of high class liquors,” he said, adding 

many Japanese sakes are provided. In fact, 
Top has a menu devoted to sakes. “We 
have a wide variety of sakes,” he said.  

Top quality is what Top Hibachi 
Restaurant offers, Jheng said. “We try 
to keep everything top notch,” he said. 
“Everything we order we examine so 
nothing could go wrong. If we have a 
customer with a bad experience we’ll 
respond to it.”

“We want to be a top restaurant around 
here,” he added. 

Top Hibachi Restaurant is located at 80 
Route 6 in the Somers Commons Shopping 
Center in Baldwin Place. For more 
information, call 914-628-8899 or visit 
www.tophibachi.com. The restaurant is 
also on Facebook, Twitter and Google Plus. 

NEAL RENTZ PHOTO
Queens resident David Jheng is the sushi head chef  at Top Hibachi Restaurant in Somers. 

‘We want to be 
a top restaurant 
around here.’ – 
sushi head chef 

David Jheng

County Executive MaryEllen OdellCounty Executive MaryEllen Odell
A message from

On Sunday, May 14, 
we pay tribute to evertything 

that is American. Mothers have been 
our strength. They should always be 

revered and respected.

As I remember my Mother, 
Grandmother and my children’s 
Great Grandmother, join me in 
recognizing all of the Mothers, 

whose dedication and strength, are 
the tapestry that we call Grandma, 

Mother, Mom or Mommy.From one Mom to all of Putnam County’s Moms

Happy Mother’s Day
Paid for by the Committee to Elect MaryEllen Odell 
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The recent mild winter, together with 
an unusually large population of mice 
last year, have experts thinking there will 
be increased numbers of ticks and the 
diseases they carry this season. A single 
mouse can carry up to 100 infected ticks 
on its tiny ears and face.

More than a dozen tick-borne illnesses 
have been identified by the Centers for 
Disease Control (CDC) and Prevention, 
including five that infect residents in the 
Hudson Valley region. Lyme disease is 
the most common and the most well-
known, but anaplasmosis, ehrlichiosis and 
babesiosis are present as well and appear 
to be on the increase. Powassan disease, 
a rarer and potentially deadly infection, is 
also carried by the same black-legged tick 
(commonly referred to as a deer tick) that 
transmits Lyme disease, anaplasmosis and 
babesiosis. 

To prevent these illnesses, residents 
should take extra care this summer when 
outside, especially in wooded or brushy 
areas with high grass and leaf litter. Young 
or nymphal ticks develop in the spring and 
their tiny size makes them more difficult to 
see. They feed primarily on white-footed 
mice, which may be infected with Lyme 
or other bacteria. The nymphal ticks then 
go on to bite and infect humans. Infected 
squirrels and birds can also serve as hosts, 
or go-betweens, to spread the disease to 
ticks. Deer play a role as well, by providing 
a third and final blood meal that the tick 
needs in order to reproduce.

Unfortunately tick-borne illnesses can 
be challenging to diagnose. If a blood test is 
performed too early, the results may come 
back negative when the person has in fact 
contracted the infection. The test is only 
negative because the patient’s antibodies 
have not reached a level high enough to 
be detected, which takes approximately 

one week. A physician makes a diagnosis 
based on a combination of available tests, 
his or her observation of the patient, along 
with a patient history and description 
of symptoms. The only way an absolute 
diagnosis of Lyme disease can be made is 
in a patient with the unmistakable bullseye 
rash, which occurs in only 70 to 80 percent 
of infected individuals.

Making the situation worse, a small 
percentage of patients who do contract 
Lyme disease may have lingering 
symptoms of fatigue, joint pain or muscle 
aches, lasting 6 months or more after 
completing treatment. The cause of this 
condition, sometimes called chronic Lyme 
disease, but more  accurately described as 
post-treatment Lyme disease syndrome, is 
not completely understood. 

Research shows that using insect 
repellent with 20 percent or more of DEET 
(chemical name, N,N-diethyl-meta-
toluamide), performing frequent tick 
checks and wearing protective clothing 
are effective methods to reduce a person’s 
chance of infection. As a result, even in 
spring and summer when the weather is 
warm, shoes and socks, along with long 
pants and long-sleeved shirts are advised 
in areas where ticks are common. Clothing 
that is factory-treated with the insecticide 
permethrin has proven highly effective 
in deterring tick bites in research studies 
as well. Treated clothing is commercially 
available, as is a spray that can be applied 
on one’s own clothing. These may be worth 
considering if much time is spent in risky 
environments. If clothes are untreated, 
the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) recommends placing 
them in a dryer on high for at least ten 
minutes to kill any ticks that may have been 
brought in from outside. Damp clothing 
may need up to one hour of drying to rid 

them of ticks—simply washing clothes 
does not work.

Full tick checks are also advised. Ticks 
crawl upwards—they don’t fly or jump. 
They instinctively move up to attach 
around the scalp, neck or ears, where skin 
is naturally thinner and where animals and 
people alike, have more trouble finding 
and dislodging them. Places to especially 
check are behind the knees, around the 
groin area, underarms, head, neck and 
ears. If a tick is found attached, it should be 
removed at once with fine-tipped tweezers. 
Application of petroleum jelly, alcohol or 
other substance is not advised and may 
increase infection risk. Studies done on 
mice show that removal within 24 hours 
provided 100 percent protection from 
Lyme disease transmission and removal at 
48 hours provided 63 percent protection. 
No protection was found with removal 
after 66 hours of attachment.  

In Dutchess County to Putnam’s north, 
where tick-borne illnesses are similarly 
high, a five-year study has begun to test 

if neighborhood-based prevention efforts 
can reduce human cases of tick-related 
diseases. Two tick control methods will 
be tested. The first applies a low dose of 
fipronil, a tick medicine used on dogs 
and cats to kill their ticks, onto mice and 
chipmunks; the second involves applying 
a spray on vegetation to eliminate ticks. 
The spray, developed from a naturally 
occurring fungus, is safe for people, pets 
and the environment. Called the “Tick 
Project,” this research may formulate a 
neighborhood-based plan that can reduce 
these diseases, since no human vaccine is 
available. 

If you think you have been bitten by a 
tick and develop symptoms within a few 
weeks, you should visit your healthcare 
provider as soon as possible. The most 
common symptoms include fever/chills, 
aches and pains, and a skin rash. Your 
provider will evaluate your symptoms 
and order diagnostic tests if indicated. For 
more details, visit the CDC’s webpage on 
“Symptoms of Tick-borne Illnesses.”

Putnam County announces the official 
start of the Golf Season at the Putnam 
County Golf Course. Open to golfers 
of all levels, the Putnam County Golf 
Course offers special rates to seniors and 
Putnam County residents, as well as golf 
passes that will cover golfers’ green fees 
for the season.   

“After the long winter, golfers need to 
get out in the fresh air and shake off the 
rust from their swing,” says Jim Woods, 
PGA Golf Pro. “I’ll be offering private 
lessons at the course or folks can register 

for one of our adult classes or junior 
summer camps. We also offer a Putnam 
Golf League that runs Wednesday nights 
at 5 all summer long, so please contact 
us if you’re interested in playing or 
becoming a sub.”

The Putnam County Golf course 
features 18 holes of championship 
golf, practice range and putting green, 
and a fully stocked golf shop. Golfers 
and visitors can also enjoy a beverage 
or meal while they refresh, relax and 
socialize before or after a game at The 

Grille at The Fairways.
Golfers should book their reservations 

online at www.putnamcountygolfcourse.
com or by calling the golf shop, 845-
808-1880, ext. 2, as tee times get booked 
early.  

Golf Shop Hours
April 15 - September 10 - 6:30 a.m. - 6 

p.m. daily
May 20 - July 30 - 6 a.m. - weekends 

only

First Starting Time 
April 15 - September 10 - 7 a.m.
May 20 - July 30 - 6:30 a.m. weekends 

only 

Putnam County Golf Course
187 Hill St., Mahopac, NY. 10541
PGA Professional - Jim Woods
jimw@putnamcountygc.com
845-808-1880 X3

Democratic Congressman Sean 
Patrick Maloney (NY-18) released the 
following statement after the House of 
Representatives passed the American 
Health Care Act by a vote of 217-213:  

“This plan is so bad I’ve spent weeks 
trying to figure out why anyone would 
support it. It causes 24 million people 

to lose health care, defunds Planned 
Parenthood, cuts off health care for 
millions of veterans, takes nearly $1 
trillion from Medicare and Medicaid, and 
sticks older Americans with skyrocketing 
insurance bills, all to give another huge 
tax cut to the rich. The fact that these 
guys wrote a bill that does all this stuff 

-- on purpose -- is hard to get your head 
around. On what planet is it a good idea 
to allow insurance companies to kick 
folks with pre-existing conditions off 
their plans? Who wins when veterans, 
cancer patients, children with disabilities, 
pregnant mothers and victims of sexual 
assault have to pay thousands of dollars 

more to get worse health care plans that 
don’t actually cover anything? I’ve been 
saying since day one, we can bring down 
costs and make Obamacare work better, 
without making people pay more money 
for less coverage or kicking them off 
health insurance all together – but this 
sorry excuse for a bill is not the answer.”

Putnam Health Dept. Warns Tick Season is Back

Putnam County Golf Course Announces Season Opening 

Maloney Condemns House Passage of TrumpCare
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Attend A FREE Educational 
Medicare Meeting

Learn about Your Medicare Options.

CARMEL
Nelson’s Tavern at Centennial Golf Club
185 John Simpson Road
Carmel, NY 10512
5/16, 6/20, 7/18, 8/15

POUGHKEEPSIE
Poughkeepsie Hampton Inn & Suites 
2361 South Road
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
5/16, 6/20, 7/18, 8/15

YORKTOWN HEIGHTS
Elks Lodge
590 Waverly Road
Yorktown Heights, NY 10598
5/16, 6/20, 7/18, 8/15

FISHKILL
Fishkill Westage CareMount Medical Office
600 Westage Business Center Drive
Fishkill, NY 12524 
5/16, 6/20, 7/18, 8/15

MT KISCO
Holiday Inn Mount Kisco
One Holiday Inn Drive
Mt Kisco, NY 10549
5/16, 6/20, 7/18, 8/15

 
Your call may be answered by a licensed agent.

All meetings are from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Light refreshments will be served.

CALL TODAY to reserve your seat: 
1-844-879-4369, 8:30 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m. in your local time zone  
(TTY users call 711) Monday - Friday.

Come join us at a meeting. You’ll learn about the 
choices you have such as:
  • Original Medicare
 • Medicare Supplement Plans
 • Medicare Advantage Plans
  • Medicare Prescription Drug Plans

Y0067_PHY_AFFIL-EC_0217 IA 02/20/2017 CMMG-EC17

Y0067_PHY_AFFIL-EC_0217 IA-975x1182.indd   1 4/27/17   11:39 AM
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if it was actually reducing drugs in the 
community.  

Sheriff Smith, in an interview, said 
the narcotics enforcement unit has been 
effective and proactive in trying to slow 
down the flow of drugs in the county. The 
sheriff ’s department has also worked with 
several anti-drug organizations, including 
drug treatment court, he said. 

Nationally, Smith, a Republican seeking 
his fifth term, said he’s advocated for 
stronger patrol on the southwest border 

where a high percentage of drugs come 
into the United States. Locally and 
nationally, he believes he’s making a 
difference. 

“This is a national crisis,” Smith said. 
“Unfortunately, there isn’t a county in 
the country that’s immune to the drug 
problem.”

DeStefano also argued residents need 
to get past that Putnam is considered the 
safest county in New York, calling the 
numbers connected to that designation 
misleading. Violent crimes are only 
measured, DeStefano said, and have 

never occurred in a bedroom community 
like Putnam. Drugs and other crimes like 
domestic abuse, he said, aren’t accounted 
for.

“No matter how many times it’s 
printed,” DeStefano said. “there’s no such 
thing as a ‘safest county.’”

DeStefano said the sheriff ’s department 
needs to turn more to “data driven 
policing” and have a comprehensive 
analysis of results that will hold officers 
accountable. DeStefano also said he 
would be discussing different policing 
and safety issues in certain towns in the 

county over the course of the campaign.
“There is no accountability today,” 

DeStefano said.
Smith said since he became sheriff 

the crime rate in the county has been 
slashed and has the lowest crime index 
in the state since 2010. Working with 
various stakeholders including other local 
municipalities, crime has been reduced 
significantly, he said.  

Smith has also helped establish an 
emergency response team and improved 
standards for the sheriff ’s training 
program and the Putnam County 
Correctional Facility, including better 
medical coverage and mental health 
services for inmates. Other sections 
within the sheriff ’s department have also 
been enhanced, including the bike control 
and marine patrol. 

“We’ve changed the culture in a 
positive way,” Smith said, referring to his 
time leading the office, which he took 
over in 2002. “I try very hard to provide 
leadership from the front.”

While a well-known figure in Putnam, 
Smith said he’s also recognized statewide 
and nationwide in various sheriff 
organizations. He’s also advocated for 
Second Amendment gun rights and 
strong immigration policies that affect 
local residents. 

DeStefano is meeting with a few town 
Republican committees prior to the 
Republican convention this Thursday, 
though he acknowledged it would be 
difficult to secure the endorsement 
against Smith. 

Smith said regardless of how the 
committee votes, he’s confident he has the 
support of the voters. He added, “I feel 
very strongly they want me to continue as 
their sheriff.”

The last time DeStefano ran for 
sheriff, his campaign became engulfed 
in scandal with him pleading guilty to 
petition forgery. But that guilty plea was 
later vacated and dismissed by a New 
York State appellate court exonerating 
DeStefano of any wrongdoing. He said he 
understands he might have to put forth 
effort to explain to voters the accusations 
leveled against him proved to be false once 
all the facts were examined. If his name 
weren’t cleared in January, DeStefano said 
he would not have run for sheriff this 
campaign season. 

“People have the right to have conflict 
free law enforcement,” DeStefano said. 

If you’re considering weight 
loss surgery, attend a seminar 
to learn what’s involved.

TTY/Accessibility: 800.421.1220

Join us for an educational seminar, where 
you can learn more about the bariatric 
surgery program, including advanced 
surgical techniques, nutritional 
counseling and support programs.

Call 845.230.4797 to reserve your spot.

healthquest.org/WeightLossSurgery

May 18, 2017 
4:30–5:30pm

Republican Primary Possible in Race for Putnam Sheriff
continued from page 1
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advertising@ 
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One of the many joys of parenthood 
is helping children navigate new waters. 
And, while often these situations are 
met with hesitation, slight anxiety – or 
in the case of some first-time campers, 
homesickness – it is these moments that 
develop the 21st century skills needed in 
adulthood. 

New situations, such as going away to 
camp, serve as teachers in life’s classroom: 
developing leadership, self-esteem, 
teamwork, independence and problem-
solving.

It’s important, even critical, for parents 
to help children overcome any feelings of 
hesitation in order to help them grow. 

Take camp, for example. From a child’s 
perspective, camp is fun, fun, fun! Parents 
know that camp provides immeasurable 
growth opportunities and is a vital part of 
childhood. As the day approaches, even 
the most excited campers sometimes get 
nervous about being away from home. 

“Homesickness is completely normal,” 
Michael Thompson, consultant, author 
and psychologist said in a May 2011 PBS 
Parents article. “If a child loves his or 
her parents and has a good home, why 
wouldn’t he or she feel some longing for 
mom, for dad, for the dog or for home 
cooking?”

It is up to parents, then, to help ease the 
transition to camp, and help their children 
grow from the experience. The American 
Camp Association (ACA) suggests the 
following advice to help alleviate anxiety 
and get a jump start on life’s lessons.
•	 Encourage independence throughout 

the year. Practice separations, such 
as sleepovers at a friend’s house, can 
simulate the camp environment.

•	 Involve children in the process of 
preparing for camp. The more they own 
the decision, the more comfortable they 
will feel being at camp.

•	 Make sure to understand the camp’s 
philosophy on how issues, such as 
homesickness, are addressed. Talk 
candidly with the camp director to 
understand his or her perspective on 
the adjustment to camp life.

•	 Discuss what to expect at camp before 
leaving for camp. Consider role-playing 
anticipated situations, such as using a 
flashlight to find the bathroom.

•	 Reach an agreement ahead of time on 
calling each other, but make sure to 
honor the camp’s policy on phone calls.

•	 Send a note or care package ahead of 
time to arrive the first day of camp. 
Acknowledge missing the child in a 
positive way. For example, saying “I am 

going to miss you, but I know that you 
will have a good time at camp,” lets the 
camper know that families are thinking 
about them, but confident in their 
ability to adapt to camp.

•	 Pack a personal item or two from home, 
such as a stuffed animal.

•	 Avoid bribing behaviors. Families send 
the wrong message when they link a 
successful stay at camp to a material 
object. Families should focus on the real 
rewards – like new found confidence 
and independence.

•	 Don’t plan an exit strategy. If a “rescue 
call” comes from the child, offer calm 
reassurance and put the timeframe into 
perspective.
While most incidents of homesickness 

pass quickly, parents know their child best. 
If parents have concerns (for example, the 
child is not eating or sleeping or appears 
overly anxious), they should immediately 
talk to their camp director. Camp staff are 
trained to identify and ease homesickness, 
and are a valuable resource for parents as 
well as campers.

For more information on preparing 
your child for an independent, fun-filled 
summer, visit ACA’s family resource page 
at ACAcamps.org. Or follow ACA on 
Facebook and Twitter for helpful hints 

and camp information.
Reprinted by permission of the American 

Camp Association, a national organization 
with more than 10,000 individual members 
and nearly 3,000 member camps. For more 
information, visit www.ACAcamps.org.

Being Away from Home Builds Self-esteem, Independence
School & Camp Guide

garrisonartcenter.org 

845.424.3960

June 26 – July 14 
Summer Arts on the Hudson 
for Middle School students

July 17–August 4
Summer Art Institute  
for High School  
artists
Summer Art  
Immersion  
for Adults 

23 Garrison’s Landing, Garrison, NY 10524
Adjacent to the Metro North Hudson Line train stop at Garrison

288 Rt. 6 Mahopac, NY 10541
845 621-4924

Summer Half Day Camp 
9 - 12 Noon 4 days a week, No Wednesdays

Camp starts on Monday July 10th. 
Summer Classes - Wednesdays and

Saturdays, Starting July  12th.
Birthday Parties • Team Programs •Fully Air Conditioned

Come and enjoy some cool fun!  
Registration is open, call to reserve your spot.

Member club of US Gymnastics.

Advertise in 
The Examiner. 
Call 864-0878 today!

get 
NOTICED!

Advertise in
The Putnam

Examiner
Call 914-864-0878 today!

advertising@
theexaminernews.com
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Nearly 100 people attended Family 
Fishing Day at Lake Gleneida on 
Saturday, April 29.  The event in Carmel 
attracted families from Putnam County, 
Westchester County, Dutchess County, 
Connecticut and parts of New York 
City. It was hosted by the New York 
City Department of Environmental 
Protection (DEP) and co-sponsored by 
the state Department of Environmental 
Conservation. Experts were on hand 
to teach kids how to fish, and the state 
encouraged families to enjoy the great 
outdoors by waiving its fishing license 
requirements for the day. Photos from the 
event and a list of future family fishing 
days can be found on DEP’s watershed 
Facebook page at www.Facebook.com/
NYCWatershed. 

DEP manages New York City’s water 
supply, providing more than 1 billion 
gallons of high-quality water each day 
to more than 9.5 million New Yorkers. 
This includes more than 70 upstate 
communities and institutions in Ulster, 
Orange, Putnam and Westchester counties 
who consume an average of 110 million 
total gallons of drinking water daily from 
New York City’s water supply system. This 
water comes from the Catskill, Delaware, 
and Croton watersheds that extend 

more than 125 miles from the City, and 
the system comprises 19 reservoirs, 
three controlled lakes, and numerous 
tunnels and aqueducts. DEP has nearly 
6,000 employees, including almost 1,000 
scientists, engineers, surveyors, watershed 
maintainers and other professionals in the 
watershed. In addition to its $70 million 
payroll and $166 million in annual taxes 
paid in upstate counties, DEP has invested 
more than $1.7 billion in watershed 
protection programs—including 
partnership organizations such as the 
Catskill Watershed Corporation and the 
Watershed Agricultural Council—that 
support sustainable farming practices, 

environmentally 
sensitive economic 
development, and local 
economic opportunity. 
In addition, DEP has a 
robust capital program 
with $20.7 billion in 
investments planned 
over the next 10 years 
that will create up to 
3,000 construction-
related jobs per year. 

For more information, 
visit nyc.gov/dep, like us on Facebook at 
facebook.com/nycwater, or follow us on 
Twitter at twitter.com/nycwater.

Family Fishing Day at Lake Gleneida Attracts Nearly 100 People
School & Camp Guide

www.ourmontessorischool .com

Staffed by our own
loving, experienced

teachers
Flexible hours
(7:00 AM to 6:00PM)
to suit your schedule

Summer Camp
at

OUR MONTESSORI SCHOOL
IN YORKTOWN AND CARMEL

Camp for children 18 months thru 6 years of age
Ongoing registration for school - 18 months thru 12 years 

9 1 4 - 9 6 2 - 9 4 6 6

Storytelling
Geography
Music
Art
Reading
Science
Nature 

We’ll have a summer of fun while
learning the Montessori way.
S

U

MMER CAM
P

S
U

MMER CAM
P

~ ~  Fun programs for students 12-15 years old ~ ~
To register for camp, visit  www.pnwboces.org/tech. 

For more information, call 914-248-2220 / 914-248-2431. 
Discount of $10 per camp for payments received by May 6, 2017.

July 5th through 
August 18th

Tom Thumb Campus- 1949 E Main St., Mohegan Lake, NY - Nancy Brophy Owner/Director

Operating Hours: 7am-6pm
2:15 or 3:15 dismissal programs available

914 528-5600

We are a school!

www.tomthumbpreschool.com

1/2 Day/Full Day  
Programs Available Helping to build Healthy Bodies and Strong Minds.

Directors: Teodora Cepoi-Olympic Silver Medalist
Sorin Cepoi-Twice Olympic Competitor

Tom Brophy-Club Manager

SUMMER CLASSES
Preschool, Recreational and Team Classes Available

www.dynamicgym.com
914-528-5437

The Stay & Play Club is a fun, active and 
safe environment for elementary school 

aged children after school.

For Ages 
3-5 to 9 years old

Hours: 9 to 3
Choose your own days.

Before/After  
Camp Care Available
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Vanessa Bueti, a senior at Walter Panas 
High School, said she knew the Tech 
Center at Putnam | Northern Westchester 
BOCES was for her the first time she 
visited. As a little girl, Bueti had spent as 
much time as possible in the kitchen with 
her mother. By her teens, people were 
asking her to bake for them and offering 
to pay her for the work. 

Now, as she approaches graduation, 
Bueti, who was part of the winning team 
at the ProStart competition for New York 
State, will attend Johnson and Wales 
University in the Fall to study Pastry, 
Baking and Food Management.

“BOCES not only helped me to become 
a better chef,” Bueti told guests at the 
Culinary Senior Luncheon Thursday. “It 
helped me to become a better person. 
It helped me to come out of my shell 
and meet new people.” She said it also 
helped her sharpen her culinary skills 
and reaffirmed that she wanted to make a 
career in the culinary field.

Ashley Sherman, a Mahopac High 
School senior who also spoke at the 
luncheon, said she, too, had learned more 
than kitchen skills at BOCES, making 
friends, gaining assertiveness and focus 
and discovering her career path. 

“BOCES will always have a very special 

place in my heart and I am grateful for 
this amazing opportunity,” Sherman said, 
adding that next year she will attend the 
Culinary Institute of America to continue 
her studies.

Sharlene Bass, math teacher for the 

Culinary program, said “If you were 
invited here today by one of our students, 
please know that they chose you because 
you have made a positive impact on his 
or her life. You stood out as someone 
who is trusted, supportive, an advocate, 

confidante and tutor. We honor you and 
our students on this special day.”

The Senior Culinary/Hospitality 
Luncheon is a Tech Center tradition 
in which the junior students prepare 
and serve a luncheon to the graduating 
seniors and their guests. Bass took the 
opportunity to single out students who 
had recently participated in culinary 
competitions. Competing in the ProStart 
Competition in the culinary section were 
Skyler Erenber of Somers, Autumn Jacobs 
of Peekskill and Ashley Sherman of 
Mahopac. They were required to prepare 
a three-course meal using only a camp 
burner and no running water.

In the same competition, the 
management team comprising Vanessa 
Bueti, Kate Campbell andChelsea 
Cintron, all of Walter Panas, placed first 
in the state. Their task was to come up 
with a restaurant concept, build it from 
the ground up and pitch the idea to a 
panel of judges.

PNW BOCES Superintendent Dr. 
James Ryan, Assistant Superintendent 
Dr. Lynn Allen and board members 
Anita Feldman, Mary Cay Nilsen and 
Board President Richard Kreps were 
also on hand to celebrate the students’ 
accomplishments. 

Culinary Seniors Get Served for a Change
School & Camp Guide

101 Deacon Smith Hill Rd  Patterson, NY  12563

www.campherrlich.org

Register for 

1 to 10 Weeks

Before & After 

Care Available

Early Registration 
& Sibling Discounts

Convenient to all locations

10 Weeks of 

DAY CAMP
June 26–Sept 1, 2017

8:45 am–4:30 pm

845-878-6662

Serving Children Ages 4 to 14

twitter.com/campherrlich facebook.com/campherrlich

PROVIDED PHOTO
Mahopac High School’s Ashley Sherman, far right, enjoys the Senior Culinary Luncheon at the Tech 
Center at Putnam | Northern Westchester BOCES Thursday. Sherman was one of  two students chosen 
to speak at the event. 
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Mark your calendars for Saturday May 
20, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Be there for 
the opening bell at the annual Master 
Gardener May Plant Sale because this 
is one plant sale where the plants move 
faster than the people!

The sale, located at the Cornell 
Cooperative Extension office parking lot, 
1 Geneva Road (off route 312), Brewster 
features organic heirloom and hybrid 
vegetable selected by Master Gardener 
Volunteers for Putnam County gardens.  
Our carefully chosen tomatoes, peppers, 
eggplants and other popular vegetable 
seedlings are available singly or in two 
packs so you can try a few varieties.  You’ll 
also find garden favorites like annuals, 
herbs and unique combination planters. 
Master Gardener Volunteers offer tough 
perennials and beautiful shrubs proven 
to thrive in Putnam County. A selection 
of unusual summer-flowering bulbs will 
round out your colorful garden. Don’t 
forget to stop and peruse our favorite 
tools, gardening gloves, and other select 
garden gear.

What makes our plant sale different? 
Master Gardeners are on hand to answer 
your questions about planting, nurturing, 
and harvesting, so you’ll be sure to have a 
successful gardening season.  Free soil pH 
tests will get you off to a good start: bring 
a two-cup sample of your garden soil in a 
clean container. (See our website for more 

details at putnam.cce.cornell.edu)
Beauty and the Bees: You can make 

your backyard a wildlife oasis. Come to 
our Native Plant information booth and 
find out how native plant communities 
support a colorful array of birds, bees and 
butterflies. We’ll even help you choose 
plants that are attractive to pollinators 
but not so attractive to foraging deer. Stop 
by to learn about problem-solving native 
perennials and shrubs that will survive a 
drought, soak up storm water, and grace 
your landscape with their beauty.

The Master Gardner Plant Sale is May 
20.

Master Gardener Plant Sale

PROVIDED PHOTO

Moving health care
forward, together.

Walk with Northern Westchester Hospital 
and Phelps Hospital to support cancer health 
and wellness programs in our community

Sunday, May 21, 2017
Franklin D. Roosevelt State Park 
Yorktown Heights, New York
Registration 8:30 am 
Walk 10:00 am

Register today at
Northwellhealthwalk.org

Support the health of our community 
with your family, friends and colleagues.

Please join us for this fun-filled event. 

Activities include:
• Health and wellness exhibits
• Kids’ zone
• Music and entertainment
• Food and beverages

Northwell 
HealthWalk

Escape to The Highlands Country Club... 

...where you can golf on our 9-hole course, serve up a game of tennis, or lounge 
poolside. There is something for everyone at Highlands County Club. And it’s more 
affordable than you might think. Take a tour today.

955 ROUTE 9D, GARRISON NY 10524 • HIGHLANDSCOUNTRYCLUB.NET

For membership inquiries:
Marti Ajello, AGM
Highlands Country Club & The Garrison
845.424.3604, Ext. 27 | info@thegarrison.com

Get Away. Every Day.
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MTA Metro-North Railroad announced 
that it will rebuild and reopen the Prospect 
Hill Road Bridge in Southeast through a 
$9.5 million investment made possible by 
the MTA’s 2015-2019 Capital Program. 
The 270-foot-long bridge, which was 
built in 1910, is located just south of the 
Southeast station; it carries Prospect Hill 
Road over the Harlem Line tracks and 
parts of Metro-North’s Brewster Yard.

The MTA’s 2015-2019 Capital Program, 
secured by Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, 
calls for the investment of $29.4 billion for 
the renewal, enhancement or expansion of 
the region’s transportation infrastructure, 
is the largest capital program in the MTA’s 
history.

The 107-year-old bridge, which 
is presently closed to vehicular and 
pedestrian traffic, has been deemed 
beyond the point of repair. Recently, the 
MTA Board approved a contract to the 
firm Halmar International for the design 

and construction of the replacement 
bridge.

The first element of the reconstruction 
will involve the demolition and removal 
of the bridge, piers, abutments and 
roadway approaches, as well as clearing 
trees, shrubs, stumps and rubbish from 
the future right-of-way. Utility poles 
will be excavated, removed and re-
installed for structural work; crews will 
then construct new utilities, including 
communications, signals, and power. 
When this work is finished, the stage 
will be set for crews to install new 

abutments, piers, bridge substructure 
and superstructure, roadway approaches, 
sidewalk, striping, signage, guide rails, 
fencing, retaining walls, grading and 
drainage. Metro-North estimates the 
project will take approximately twenty 
months to complete.

At the direction of Governor Cuomo, 
Metro-North issued a design-build 
contract to expedite the project. Design-
build contracts call for a single team of 
contractors to be responsible for both 
designing and building an entire project 
in order to ensure that coordination is 

seamless, and that work is completed in 
the shortest possible time frame.

Metro-North Railroad President 
Joseph Giulietti said: “Metro-North has 
been working diligently with the Town 
of Southeast to rebuild the Prospect 
Hill Bridge. The bridge has been a key 
component of the town’s infrastructure 
for over a century, and funds from the 
MTA’s Capital Program will help maintain 
it well into the future. We’re pleased that a 
new Prospect Hill Bridge will soon be a 
reality for Putnam residents.”

Come aboard and join the fun at 
Putnam Ridge’s first ‘Mystery Cruise 
Night’ on Friday, May 12, at 5:30 p.m., 
featuring a live, interactive dinner 
theater production by Acme Theater 
Company and their wild popular show, 
“Death Takes a Cruise.”  Character 
actors will stage a “Who done it” 
mystery based on a steamboat ship 
murder mystery where audience 
members can participate in and solve, 
while enjoying themselves and others 
at dinner!  Proceeds from the event 
will help to support the Putnam 
County Chapter of the Alzheimer’s 
Association.  Tickets are only $50 per 
person and include a 3-course dinner, 
wine or non-alcoholic beverage, the 
live interactive performance, and a 
chance to win great raffle prizes!  Bring 
a friend and don’t miss the fun!  Visa, 
MasterCard and corporate checks are 
accepted.  Space is limited and open 
to the public.  Putnam Ridge is located 
at 46 Mt. Ebo Road N., Brewster, NY, 
and is a proud sponsor and partner of 
this event along with the Alzheimer’s 
Association. To reserve your seat, 
please call 845-278-3636 and ask for 
Elise.

Metro-North to Rebuild Prospect Hill Rd. Bridge

‘Mystery 
Dinner 
Night’ at 
Putnam 
Ridge 

The Child Advocacy Center &  
Bureau of Emergency Services of Putnam County Present: 

 11 A.M. to 3 P.M.  
SATURDAY, MAY 13TH  

Have fun while discovering 
how Putnam County keeps 
your family healthy and safe! 
 
 Operation SAFE CHILD 

Photo/fingerprint ID card 
 Car Seat Checks 
 Social Media Safety 
 Physical, Mental Health and  

Family Services 
 Meet Firefighters and Police 

 
 

DONALD B. SMITH CAMPUS 
112 Old Rt. 6 Carmel, NY 

www.putnamcountyny.gov/child-advocacy-center 

FREE 
ADMISSION 

Sponsored by: 

Eric Gross, in memory 
of his wife, Barbara 

Safety Demonstrations, 
Food, Games, and      

Entertainment! 
Kids Workshop! 



May 9 - May 15, 2017 The Putnam Examiner20

Elinor Irene Cariddo
Elinor Irene Cariddo, a longtime 

resident of Carmel, died peacefully on 
April 28, at the age of 84. She was born 
in Jamaica, Queens on August 11, 1932, 
the daughter of Eugene and Maria DaRos 
Plochocki. Elinor was a retired medical 
secretary. Her last position was working 
with Dr. Raciti in Mt. Kisco. On October 
16, 1954 she married James L. Cariddo 
at Christ The King Church in Springfield 
Gardens, Queens. James passed away on 
March 6, 1978. She is survived by her 
sons; Joseph, David and his wife Renee, 
her grandchildren, Daniel, Deanna and 
Vincent and her great grandson Louis; all 
of Carmel.

John Sanseverino
John Sanseverino, of Palm Coast, FL, 

formerly of Mahopac, died peacefully 
on April 29, at Yale New Haven Hospital, 
surrounded by his loving family. He was 
born on April 11, 1935, in Cirigliano, Italy 
to Francesco Sanseverino and Giuseppina 
Tombone. He immigrated to America in 
1951 and then returned to Italy to marry 
Lucia (Lucy) Iosca on November 12, 1952 
in Stigliano, Italy. They soon after came to 
America where they settled in Yonkers. 
He was a member of the International 
Union of Operating Engineers Local 137 
for 35 years, where he was employed as 

a Master Mechanic before retiring in 
2000. He will always be remembered 
for being an extremely hard worker 
who was highly respected in the field 
of construction and machinery for his 
knowledge and expertise. John’s family 
was always first and he loved his children 
and grandchildren immensely. He was a 
wonderful, generous, compassionate man 
who will be sorely missed by all those 
who knew and loved him. In addition to 
his wife, Lucia (Lucy), he is survived by 
his five children, Angela, Frank, Rocco, 
Michael and Rosemary. He is predeceased 
by a son, John Jr. He is also survived by 
8 grandchildren, two older sisters and 
many loving nieces and nephews.

Richard Esposito
Richard Esposito, age 72, of Brewster, 

died peacefully on April 30, at his 
home surrounded by his loving family. 
Richard was born on March 8, 1945 to 
the late Anthony and Mary Esposito 
(Sarli), in the Bronx. He graduated in 
1964 from Brewster High School. On 
August 21, 1965 he married the love 
of his life Diane Carbone and together 
they were blessed with three children; 
Anthony, Richard and Michael. He was 
an active community member and was 
a member of the Knights of Columbus.  
In his spare time, he had a passion for 
repairing/rebuilding automotives and 

enjoyed racing cars, but most of all Rich 
enjoyed spending time with his family 
and friends. He will be well remembered 
for always having a smile on his face and 
even if you met him for the first time, he 
made you feel like he had known you for 
years and his presence always made you 
feel like family. Before he retired he was a 
Mechanical Engineer and was employed 
at Stamford Hospital in Stamford, Ct. He 
is survived by his devoted wife of 52 years 
Diane, his three loving sons; Anthony 
(Amy) of Wappingers Falls, Richard 
(Heather) of Highland, and Michael 
(Victor) of Brewster. He is also survived 
by his six cherished grandchildren; Joey, 
Nicholas, Anthony, Dominic, Angelina 
and Kurt all of whom he adored and each 
child held a special place in his heart. He 
is predeceased by his brother Frank who 
had passed in 1995.  Rich will be dearly 
missed by all who had known and loved 
him, yet his legacy of love and devotion to 
family and friends will continue to grow 
in our hearts.

Vincent K. Murtha
Vincent K. Murtha, 77 of Brewster, 

died on April 30. He leaves a wife of 
26 years, Diane; a sister, Marion; four 
children, Lucienne, Noel, Danielle and 
Matthew, two step-children, Richard and 
Jeannine; grandchildren Mateo, Evan, 
Nathan and Marcus; and many nieces 

and nephews. He is pre-deceased by his 
siblings Anna Mae, Joan, Philip, John, 
his grandson Mason, and his son Kevin. 
Born March 24, 1940 in Rockaway, 
Vincent was a lifelong resident of New 
York State. In his youth, he worked as a 
lifeguard on Rockaway Beach and served 
in the United States Army. He received 
his Master’s Degree in Psychology from 
Teachers College, Columbia University 
and a second Master’s Degree from 
Mercy College in school administration. 
Vincent spent many years working for 
the Fire Department of the City of New 
York in administration, and most recently 
worked as a school psychologist in the 
New York City and Yonkers, school 
systems, helping at-risk children. He held 
several permanent NYS Department of 
Education Certifications. His career also 
included several entrepreneurial and 
business ventures. He took incredible 
pride in his family and enjoyed spending 
time with his grandchildren, never 
missing a birthday or family event and 
always being counted on to show up 
with a cake or favorite pastry to celebrate 
a special occasion. In spite of what life 
threw at him, Vincent always looked on 
the bright side. He will be deeply missed.

Nina Lopane
Nina Lopane, a 41-year resident of 

Patterson, died at home on Sunday April 

Obituaries

Plus
Tax

Most cars and light duty trucks. Up to 5 qts. Synthetic oil extra.
Cannot be combined with any other offers

Your Complete Automotive Service Center

Bumper toBumper is Back
$29.95 SPECIAL
Oil and filter, battery and alternator check, inspect belts and hoses and top off all fluid levels, test
coolant, inspect brakes and adjust as necessary, check struts, shocks, and CV Joints, check
lights, rotate tires, check tire pressures, inspect wipers AND print engine health report!

Use Code: EX0517 Offer good through 5/31/17

5-STAR SAVINGS –
GET UP TO $160BACK
Get a Goodyear® Visa® Prepaid Card by online submission or mail-in rebate with the purchase of a
set of four select Goodyear tires on the Goodyear Credit Card. Subject to credit approval. Get up to an $80
rebate on a qualifying purchase or double your rebate up to $160 when the purchase is made on the Goodyear Credit
Card. Prepaid Cards expire after six (6) months. Additional terms and conditions apply. OFFER EXPIRES 5/31/17

Check us out on Facebook
for exclusive specials!

2597 Rt. 22 Patterson
PattersonAutoBody.com 845 .878 .3456

garrisonartcenter.org 

845.424.3960

Live Auction on Garrison’s Landing 5:00pm
viewing and reception 3:30pm

Benefitting Hudson Valley Artists 
and Garrison Art Center

RIVERSIDE ART AUCTION

Auctioneer Nicholas D. Lowry from 
Antiques Road Show

Saturday May 13

online  pre-bidding
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30. She was 70-years-old. Nina was born 
on August 6, 1946 in the Bronx, daughter 
to the late Amando and Maria (Gramieri) 
Trinchitella. She graduated from High 
School in the Bronx. In October of 1965 
she married the love of her life Carmine 
Lopane. Together they raised their three 
children, Nicholas, Robert and Janeen. 
Mrs. Lopane was the owner and operator 
of Bershire Nursery in Patterson, for the 
last 41 years. She spent many days helping 
customers. She was an active parishioner 
of St. John’s Church and active in St. 
James Church and Sacred Heart Church 
donating flowers for Mass. 

Nina is survived by her loving husband 
Carmine and her children; Nicholas 
Lopane of Ft. Lauderdale, FL, Robert 
Lopane of Poughqaug, and Janeen 
Lopane of Poughqaug, her brother; Louis 
Trinchitella of Deerfield Beach, FL, four 
grandchildren; Savannah Labua, Anthony 
Lopane and Annette Lopane and her great 
granddaughter; Aydney Labua. She was 
predeceased by her two brothers, Robert 
and William.

Edward Lambertus
Edward George Lambertus of Mahopac, 

died on Monday, May 1 at the age of 
85. He was born in Passaic, New Jersey, 
the son of Helen Zimmerly Lambertus 
and John Kemeny. On June 8, 1957 he 

married the love of his life Frances M. 
Noll on his birthday. Edward and Frances 
were happily married for almost 60 years. 
He was the proud father of 9 children 
and grandfather of 26. Before meeting 
Frances, Edward served his country in 
the US Navy stationed on the USS Coral 
Sea during the Korean War. After the 
Navy he earned his Bachelors of Business 
Degree from New York University’s Stern 
School of Business and was an active 
member of the Delta Sigma Pi fraternity. 
While a student at NYU he worked for the 
United States Postal Service as a Clerk in 
downtown Manhattan. Edward went on to 
work at IBM for over 28 years as a Senior 
Systems Analyst and later moving into 
Management before retiring in 1989. He 
continued his career after IBM working for 
Westchester Jewish Community Services 
as the Director of Information Systems 
handling their technology until retiring 
again in 1996. When not developing his 
career, Edward spent his time coaching 
his children’s sports teams and taking 
them on fun excursions whenever he 
could. He volunteered his time with the 
Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts and coached 
the St. John’s CYO Basketball teams. He 
was an avid fan of the NY Yankees, NY 
Giants, NY Rangers and UConn Women’s 
Basketball. Edward had a strong faith in 
the Roman Catholic Church and was very 
active in St. John’s the Evangelist Parish 

for over 51 years. Edward was an amazing 
husband and father who worked tirelessly 
to give his family every opportunity, all 
the while keeping a smile on his face 
and making people laugh. Everyone 
who was fortunate enough to have met 
him loved him. He was always willing to 
sacrifice of himself to bring happiness to 
everyone in his life.   Edward had a lot 
of love in his life and is survived by his 
wife Frances and his children Joseph 
(Barbara) Lambertus, John (Kerri) 
Lambertus, Diane Lambertus, Edward 
Lambertus, William Lambertus, Frances 
(Michael) Maturo, Barbara Rock, Jim 
(Kim) Lambertus and Jeanie Lambertus. 
He was also survived by 19 grandchildren 
and 7 great grandchildren along with his 
younger sister Ann Barron.

George M. Holmes, Sr.
George M. Holmes, Sr. of Mahopac, 

died on May 1, at the age of 70. He was 
born in White Plains, the son of James and 
Jane (Mulqueen) Holmes. George worked 
for Con Edison his entire professional 
career. He was a proud veteran of the US 
Navy and served during the Vietnam War. 
George is survived by his wife Barbara, his 
son George Holmes, Jr., and his siblings 
John, Michael, Jimmy, Pat Smith, Kathy 
LaPinto, and Mary Washburn. He was 
predeceased by his daughter Maura and 

his sister Teresa Connelly.

Dale A. Cassone
Dale A. Cassone of Carmel, died on 

Friday, May 5, after a 9-year battle with 
cancer; she was 64-years-old. She was 
born in Dobbs Ferry, the daughter of John 
and Ann (Hayes) Weigel. Dale worked for 
Putnam Northern Westchester BOCES 
as a teacher’s aide for 15 years. Dale 
was a dedicated and hard worker who 
took pride in helping the children she 
worked with. She loved relaxing at the 
lake with her family and friends, playing 
softball and volleyball, knitting blankets, 
organizing and cooking family dinners, 
gardening, enjoying a nice glass of wine 
and was the life of any party. She was a fun, 
loving, kind, patient and strong woman 
who was a fighter to the very end. She is 
survived by her children Casey Cassone, 
Sara Parrish and her husband Neil, and 
Julia Cassone; her siblings Nancy Weigel, 
Stacy Weigel, Kim Bellamy, and Timothy 
Weigel; and her grandchildren Michael 
and Hayes. Dale was predeceased by her 
mother Ann and her brother John.

Obituaries (continued)

presents

NEW YORK’S BACKYARD JAM

July 8
Parkway field Pleasantville,  NY

9 hours of music on 3 stages
Tickets at                          or the box office

for info: pleasantvillemusicfestival.com

and more 
PLUS THE CAPTAIN LAWRENCE BEER GARDEN

with Blues Traveler
Living Colour
Suzanne Vega

 Ripe

Arc & Stones • The Alpaca Gnomes
Shovel Ready String Band

Hailey Knox • Sir Cadian Rhythm
Ghost Millionaires • Stellar Young  

Hollis Brown
Pousette-Dart Band

caleb Flood + the Culture
James Maddock



May 9 - May 15, 2017 The Putnam Examiner22

It’s been years since I’ve 
been asked the question and I 
thought I’d never hear it again.

But sure enough, just a 
couple of weeks ago, I was 
asked, “Do you know if anyone 
has died in this house?” It was 
not too long ago that another 
buyer client refused to enter a 
house because it was diagonally 
across the street from an old 
cemetery, even though she had 
liked the listing tremendously 
online.

In real estate, such concerns 
fall under the category of 
stigmatized properties that, 
by loose definition, can be the 
site of a murder or suicide, 
criminal activity or even a rumored ghost.

I don’t know why I was initially 
surprised by these situations, considering 
my own case history. My wife and I 
purchased our first home from a friend 
in Brooklyn Heights, across the river 
from lower Manhattan. It featured a 
rental duplex and our upstairs tenants 
were a wonderful, cultivated couple, he 
a designer for The New York Times and 
she a filmmaker. Her official introduction 
to me the day we moved in was to ask 
whether the former owner told us that 
the house was haunted. I simply laughed. 
Within a short time, I was not laughing 

about the matter, with clear 
evidence that paranormal 
activity was taking place on 
the premises. (That’s grist for 
another story.)

While there is great debate 
about how a stigma can 
decrease a property’s value, 
actually this one helped us. We 
had opened an antique shop on 
the first floor of the house, and 
The New York Times featured 
us with a half-page story 
about a daring young couple 
who rustled up their deferred 
down payment for the house 
by selling off their collection 
of antiques in the shop and, 
by the way, the house was 

reportedly haunted. The next day, curious 
readers were lined up to get into our little 
shop.

Disclosing information about 
a stigmatized house depends on 
many factors, mostly on state laws 
and circumstances surrounding the 
perceived stigmatization. Connecticut’s 
“ghostbusters law” requires agents to 
inform buyers in writing of suicides or 
homicides and other felonies if requested 
by the buyer.

However, about 30 states across the 
country, including New York, have 
specific laws stating that sellers and their 

real estate agents cannot be held liable 
for failing to disclose such nonmaterial 
or nonphysical defects about a house. 
Some years ago, in a notorious case, a 
Poughkeepsie homeowner had committed 
a series of murders and buried the bodies 
in the basement. The subsequent buyer of 
the house attempted to sue the realtor for 
not being informed of this. 

Effects of so-called stigmatization have 
varied. The house in which the Charles 
Manson murders took place in 1969 had a 
successful sales history after the fact. The 
house had been rented from a landlord 
who moved back in just three weeks after 

the murders and lived there happily for 
the next 20 years. When the house was 
offered for sale after that period, it sold in 
two weeks. 

But most of the time, highly stigmatizing 
events can cut as much as 15 percent to 
25 percent from the price a home would 
otherwise fetch. The largest markdowns, 
according to appraisers, are associated 
with explosive cases that receive broad 
media attention, such as the “Amityville 
Horror” house. Another case is the 
property at which Nicole Brown Simpson 
and Ron Goldman were murdered. In 

continued on page 25

The French Lifestyle Reviewed in the Wake of its Presidential Election
As I pen this 

week’s column, the 
result of the French 
election has just 
come in. Emmanuel 
Macron’s victory, 
for the moment, has 
stemmed the tide of 
the populist party. 
But the influence 
of Marine Le Pen’s 

party in French politics has yet to unfold. 
What does the future hold for France as 
a nation and as an influential member of 
the European Union?

Of course, as a wine writer, my thoughts 
have now shifted beyond the political 
turmoil in France to the social changes 
that have been transforming the nation 
in recent years – especially the eating and 
drinking habits amongst the populace. 

It seems that the once enviable French 
lifestyle is beginning to unravel before 
our 21st century eyes and 
sensibilities. I’ve been 
following a number of 
statistical reports that 
indicate a sea change in the 
food and wine preferences 
of the French. 

For decades, the U.S. 
has envied the French 
lifestyle: mandated 
short work weeks, a 
generous welfare system, 

long, leisurely meals, the 
ultimate Mediterranean 
diet, healthy citizens, 
magnificent cuisine, 
excellent organic local 
food products and a wine 
industry that garnered 
praise year after year.   

Perhaps this is why for 
decades the French resisted the pressures 
of the changing world around them. 
While America was becoming “Fast Food 
Nation,” subservient to the technological 
revolution, the French seemingly turned 
up their noses and went about their 
centuries-old practices and traditions. 
But then change wielded its hand. 

First, the European Union was formed; 
the French were required to open their 
borders and comply with restrictive 
regulations over local, indigenous 
products. Second, the American-
led technological revolution changed 
business and cultures worldwide – the 
world is flat, mon frère. Here come the 
Americans – and the Chinese, Indians, 

Africans, Middle Easterners – into 
France’s once private corner. And 
with them, divergent cultural 
influences, from food styles, pop 
culture, fast-paced lifestyles, 

and oh yes, the corresponding 
stress. 

Here are a few examples of 
this change: 

1. The young are 
gravitating away from 
wine as their alcoholic 
beverage of choice. 
Wine consumption is 
declining while liquor 
(mainly vodka) and beer 
are gaining in popularity. 
French wine consumption 

has declined nearly 50 percent in the 
past few decades. France has lost its long-
standing worldwide leadership in wine 
consumption, falling from first to third.

2. At the same time, the rest of the 
winemaking world has increased their 
production of quality wines at price 
points lower than the French, driving 
down demand for French wines. A double 
whammy: lower domestic consumption 
and more foreign competition. The 
hardest hit are the Bordeaux and 
Champagne wineries.

3. French cuisine, while still thriving in 
many local bistros and cafes, has become 
stagnant. High-profile restaurants follow 
the dictates of Classic French Cuisine – 
ingredients like butter, cream and foie 
gras continue to dominate. However, 
French diners now prefer a more modern 
approach to food. A testament to this 
change in preference and availability is 
evident in two statistics. In 1960, there 
were 200,000 cafes, a reflection of France’s 
love of dining out. Last year the number 
dropped to 40,000. Where have all the 

gourmands gone? France is now the 
second most profitable market in the 
world for McDonald’s. 

4. We’re all familiar with the French 
Paradox: high consumption of fatty 
foods with a low incidence of coronary 
disease. That was then. Now, as a result 
of lower consumption of wine and the 
McDonaldization of the nation, a number 
of diseases are on the rise. Ironically, 
as the U.S. is increasingly adopting a 
Mediterranean diet, the Mediterraneans 
are adopting our diet. This does not bode 
well for the French. 

And there’s no relief on the horizon. 
The French government has published 
guidelines discouraging the consumption 
of alcohol, especially wine. However, 
binge drinking is on the rise amongst the 
young. 

Only time will tell the fate of the French. 
Politically and socially, France and the 
United States are moving in opposite 
directions, each seeking to learn lessons 
from the other. We’re all in trouble now. 

Nick Antonaccio is a 40-year 
Pleasantville resident. For over 20 years he 
has conducted wine tastings and lectures. 
Nick is a member of the Wine Media Guild 
of wine writers. He also offers personalized 
wine tastings and wine travel services. Nick’s 
credo: continuous experimenting results in 
instinctive behavior. You can reach him at 
nantonaccio@theexaminernews.com or on 
Twitter @sharingwine.

By Nick Antonaccio

You Heard It 
Through the 

Grapevine

Mahopac 
RailRoad Tie

Quality Deck Lumber
#1 Pressure Treated Lumber

Trex , Cedar & 
Mahogany Decking
Composite Decking

Vinyl Railings
Decorative Handrail

Heavy Timbers
911 Rt 6

Mahopac NY 10541
www.decklumber.com

845-628-8111
Mon-Fri 7:30 -4:30 • Sat 8:00 -1:00

Find us on

When Home Buyers Want to Know if People Died in the House
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Across

1. PA system component
4. Chef ’s “in the style of ”
7. Campaign pro
8. Politely drank hot tea
11. Lab eggs
12. Missile tip
13. Legal thing
14. Signs off on
15. Mahopac Bank
17. Old denial
18. Suffix with ideal
21. Sensible
26. Communication’s “R”
27. Singer DiFranco
28. Idealistic
30. Sharp thing
31. Northern Westchester rehab center,
____ Manor
32. Final for short
33. __ before beauty
34. Settle a debt

Down

1. Ship’s left side
2. Continue a trip
3. TV medium
4. Monkeys
5. Shepherd’s locale

6. “Just ___ water”
8. Japanese rice wine
9. Neighbor of Turkmenistan
10. Prefix with therapy
12. Stir-fry pan
16. Deep red garnet
19. Buy in a hurry
20. Light-brown paper
22. Arabic commander
23. Oolong, black and green
24. Kind of chamber
25. Like a dryer trap
26. Palatine Hill site
28. The States
29. Deck (out)

Crossword by Myles Mellor Answers on page 25
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The Westchester-Putnam Workforce 
Development Board in partnership 
with Westchester Children’s Association 
(WCA) will launch a new initiative to 
help youth get ready for the workplace. 
The program, titled READI, will be 
launched in May in Peekskill and is 
designed to help students and young 
adults understand and apply specific 
attributes in order to be more successful 
at work: Respect, Enthusiasm, Articulate, 
Dependable and Initiative. 

The curriculum will be taught during 
three session, two evenings, Monday, 
May 15 and Wednesday, May 17 and 
Saturday, May 20. Registration is open 
to individuals interested in being 
trained to deliver the curriculum to 
youth. Registrants must attend all three 
sessions and there is no cost to take the 
training. Youth agency representatives 
are encouraged to register as are retired 
teachers and others who work with 
youth in any capacity. Applications for 
consideration can be submitted online 
at www.goo.gl/TZy3dq or by contacting 
Allison Jones at 914-813-6153 or via email 
at alw3@westchestergov.com. Applicants 
will be screened and coordinated by 
the Westchester-Putnam Workforce 
Development Board.

“We are looking for individuals who 
can commit to nine training hours to 
learn the READI curriculum and then 

deliver the course to youth through their 
organizations and/or train others within 
their agency. We encourage those who 
have an instructional and/or teaching 
background or professional development 
experience to apply. Retirees are 
especially encouraged and of course an 
interest in youth is a must! It’s a great 
opportunity to make a difference in a 
very grassroots, boots-on-the-ground 
way,” states Donnovan Beckford, Director 
of Westchester-Putnam Workforce 
Development Board.

A critical component of the training 
is for the youth to be employed over 
the summer where they can put those 
new skills into action. The Workforce-
Development Board will work with the 
various agencies to facilitate this process 
including the Westchester Business 
Council. Discussions have already 
begun with the Hudson Valley Gateway 
Chamber of Commerce located in 
Peekskill. 

The pilot program in Peekskill will serve 
as an example for others as it is rolled out 
across neighboring municipalities over 
the next twelve months. A kick-off event 
is tentatively scheduled for the week of 
June 26th with youth who have completed 
the curriculum along with potential 
employers who are ready to hire. 

In addition to the Westchester-Putnam 
Workforce Development Board, Partners 

involved with bringing the curriculum to 
Peekskill include WestchesterGov.com, 
The Guidance Center of Westchester 
Inc., Westhap, and The Westchester Bank 
lending support for PR and marketing of 
READI through a grant to WCA.
Program History

In November 2011, The Westchester-
Putnam Workforce Development 
Board (WPWDB) appointed an ad hoc 
committee to examine the attributes that 
businesses look for when they hire youth 
and to develop a strategy for helping 
teens prepare for the work experience.  
The committee was comprised of 
representatives from local colleges, 
universities, businesses, business 
membership organizations, youth 
services organizations, and religious 
organizations. 

The committee recommendations 
became READI. Hospitality Resource 
Group was hired to develop the 
curriculum which was then made 
available to a few pilot organizations in 
Westchester and Putnam counties to help 
youth prepare for the workforce. WCA’s 
Connecting Youth workgroup fully 
endorsed the initiative. The WPWDB 
is now preparing to implement the next 
phase; training for and distribution of the 
curriculum on a wider scale and Peekskill 
will be the site of the initial launch.

“As a child advocacy organization, we 

would like to see more youth serving 
organizations throughout the county 
trained in READI, but the biggest 
challenge is training large groups of 
people,” said Allison Lake, Deputy 
Director, Westchester Children’s 
Association.

The Westchester-Putnam Workforce 
Development Board provides an 
environment where job seekers and 
employers interact to meet the needs for 
a highly qualified regional workforce. The 
WPWDB seeks to strengthen partnerships 
with business sectors, service providers 
and the public education system to offer 
career services and various training 
modalities to youth and adults. Seeking 
innovative solutions driven by regional 
business needs, WPWDB develops model 
programs, pursues funding opportunities, 
and shares leading edge practices. The 
One-Stop Career Centers are physical 
locations that provide resources and 
services to job seekers to assist in their 
job search and development and or career 
change. The centers are staffed by a wide 
cross section of staff drawn from the one-
stop centers partnering agencies. The 
centers offer a wide range of services and 
state-of-the-art equipment that is used 
to train customers to fit into the future 
workforce. For more information, visit 
http://www.westchesterputnamonestop.
com/. 

New Workforce ‘READI’ Program Launched
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ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL  
AARON AT 914-654-1683

AUCTIONS
Sell Your Property FAST As Is - All Cashî 
At Auction! Proven track record: Over 
27 years experience and millions SOLD! 
CALL: Chris Johnson, CREA Licensed 
Real Estate Salesperson RealEstateAuc-
tion.com; 1-844-247-SOLD (7653) 
Ext. 102

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

CARS FOR SALE
2005 MERCURY MARQUIS 4 DOOR 
SEDAN. Gold colored.  64,000 miles, ful-
ly loaded.  Good condition. $5,000. Please 
call (914) 213-3699.

COLLECTABLES
TOP CASH PAID INSTANTLY FOR 
COLLECTIBLES! -WE BUY Baseball 
Cards, Autographs, Records,   Silver 
Coins, Golf Items, Art, Jewelry, Comics 
Etc., Call Jim Today @ 914-310-5153

ESTATE/TAG SALE
FRIDAY, SATURDAY, SUNDAY, MAY 
12-14, 9AM - 4PM, 44 COHAWNEY 
RD., SCARSDALE.  Good furniture, 
baby items, electronics, quality clothes, 
bicycles, household goods, kitchen, toys.  
Contact: dalyak@aol.com.

FINANCIAL
FIX’N FLIPS, HARD MONEY/ 
BRIDGE LOANS, No Documents- Stat-
ed Income Loans, up to 90% PP, 100% 
Rehab, Purchase- Refinance, One-Four 
Units, Mixed Use, Commercial Buildings, 
888-565-9477

FESTIVAL
CHURCH OF ST. JOHN AND ST. 
MARY’S SPRING FESTIVAL 30 POIL-
LON DRIVE, CHAPPAQUA. See you 
May 19 (6-10 pm), 20 (1-10 pm). 21 (1-6 
pm) for our second annual Spring Festi-
val. Arthur Avenue fare with dessert café, 
“overflowing” beer & wine garden, rivet-
ing entertainment in the way of carnival 
games, WHUD 100.7FM, live bands. . . 
and more!

FOR SALE
Privacy Hedges -SPRING BLOWOUT 
SALE 6ft Arborvitae (Cedar) Reg $129 
Now $69 Beautiful, Nursery Grown. FREE 
Installation/FREE delivery, Limited Sup-
ply! ORDER NOW: 518-536-1367 www.
lowcosttrees.com

HEALTH
IF YOU USED THE BLOOD THIN-
NER XARELTO and suffered internal 
bleeding, hemorrhaging, required hospi-

talization or a loved one died while tak-
ing Xarelto between 2011 and the present 
time, you may be entitled to compensa-
tion. Call Attorney Charles H. Johnson 
1-800-535-5727

HELP WANTED
AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here Get 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7093

LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF BASIL-
BOX LLC. Art. of Org. filed with the 
SSNY on 04/10/17. Office: Westchester 
County. SSNY designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to 
the LLC, 26 Meadow Ln, #B, Pleasant-
ville, NY 10570. Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION of MDU 
On-Demand Services, LLC. Articles of 
Organization filed with the Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) on February 
21, 2017.  Location: Westchester. SSNY 
designated as agent for service of process 
on LLC. SSNY shall mail a copy of process 
to: c/o United States Corporation Agents, 
Inc., 7014 13th Avenue, Suite 202, Brook-
lyn, NY 11228.  Purpose: Any lawful pur-
pose. The address of the LLC is 50 Shore 
Road Pelham, NY 10803. The business 
helps residents in apartment buildings 
take care of daily chores.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF PAK 
CREATIVE, LLC. Articles of Organiza-
tion filed with Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on January 30, 2017. Office 
location: Westchester County. The SSNY 
is designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: Peter McKin-
ley, 29 Montrose Point Rd, Montrose, 
NY 10548. Purpose: Any Lawful Act.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF EF HOS-
PITALITY ASSOCIATES, LLC. Arts of 
Org filed with Secy of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 02/17/2017. Office loc: Westchester. 
SSNY designated as agent upon whom 
process against it may be served and shall 
mail process to the principal business ad-
dress: 20-7 Foxwood Dr., Pleasantville, 
NY 10570. Purpose: any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF FAR 
FROM HOME PRODUCTION, LLC. 
Art. Of Org. filed with the Sect’y of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 4/7/2017. Office in 
Westchester County. SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 42 Glen Road, East-
chester, NY, 10709. Purpose: any lawful 
purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF THE 
BLADRESS, LLC. Art. Of Org. filed 
with the Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY) on 
01/03/17. Office in Westchester County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process to: 8 Ce-
dar St, Tuckahoe, NY, 10707. Purpose: 
any lawful purpose.                

NOTICE OF FORMATION of FREE-
DOM CAPITAL ENTERPRISES, LLC. 
Articles of Organization filed with the 
Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) on 
11/14/16, Location: Westchester County. 
SSNY designated as agent for service of 
process on LLC. SSNY shall mail a copy of 
process to: 405 Tarrytown Road #1437, 
White Plains, NY 10607. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose. 

NOTICE OF FORMATION of 1352 
COMMERCE AVENUE, LLC. Articles 
of Organization filed with the Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 11/14/16, 
Location: Westchester County. SSNY des-
ignated as agent for service of process on 
LLC. SSNY shall mail a copy of process 
to: 1027 Washington Avenue Pelham 
Manor, NY 10803. Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose.

NOTICE OF QUALIFICATION OF WK 
RISK MANAGEMENT, LLC. Authority 
filed with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
3/10/2017.  Office location: Westchester 
County. LLC formed in CT on 7/11/2016. 
SSNY designated agent upon whom pro-
cess may be served and shall mail copy of 
process against LLC to: 925 Westchester 
Ave., Suite 400, White Plains, NY 10604. 
CT address of LLC: 190 Old Ridgefield 
Road, Wilton, CT 06897. Certificate of 
LLC filed with Secy. of State of CT located 
at: 30 Trinity St., Hartford, CT 06106. 
Purpose: providing assistance to insur-
ance brokers and agents.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIM-
ITED LIABILITY COMPANY  (LLC) 
NAME: Mitch’s Fishes, LLC Articles of 
Organization were filed With the Sec-
retary of State of New York (SSNY) on 
12/09/16. Office location : Westchester 
County. SSNY has been designated As 
agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
a copy of the process to : The LLC, 22 Bal-
tic Place Apt 2D , Croton On Hudson, 
NY 10520 (the LLC’s principal business 
Location) Purpose : any lawful purpose

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
T.A.T.A.’S AMBROSIAL, LLC. Arts. of 
Org. filed with SSNY on 4/27/17.  Office 
location: Putnam Cnty.  SSNY designat-
ed as agent of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to 130 Reservoir Road, Brewster, 
NY 10509.  Purpose: health and beauty 
product.

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup
  ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles
  Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs
or financial information, visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

WheelsForWishes.org
Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR

continued on next page

“Where Family Matters Most”

Established trucking company located in 
Hudson, NY has an immediate opening for 

a maintenance mechanic.  Daytime position, 
competitive wage, benefits, 401K, EOE.

Mechanic-Fleet Maintenance

www.GHItrucking.comOR APPLY ONLINE AT

Email resume to: HR@ghitrucking.com
or fax to 518-851-7654
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Crossword Answers
that case, the house was on the market for 
two years after the murders and sold for 
$200,000 less than what had been paid.

As far as actual physical defects 
are concerned, in 2002, New York 
State enacted the Property Condition 
Disclosure Act that requires sellers to 
inform buyers of known conditions of 
the property before the contract is signed. 
However, there is an option, which most 
lawyers recommend, that the seller 
decline submitting the form, but instead 
transfer $500 to the buyer at the time of 
closing.

While disclosure laws cover a lot of 
territory, agents in most states notify 
buyers that they must do their own 
research about matters such as the quality 
of the local school system or if there are 
registered sex offenders living in the 

neighborhood.
Ghostly stories can come from the 

most grounded of people. Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo revealed in an Associated Press 
interview that when he spends evenings 
in the Governor’s Mansion in Albany, 
reputed to be haunted, he is sometimes 
unsettled by unexplained activity. 

“I’m a big tough Italian guy,” he said, 
“But I’ll tell you, it gets creepy in that 
house and there are a lot of noises that go 
on, and you are very alone.”

Bill Primavera is a Realtor® associated 
with William Raveis Real Estate and 
Founder of Primavera Public Relations, 
Inc. (www.PrimaveraPR.com). His real 
estate site is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.
com, and his blog is www.TheHomeGuru.
com. To engage the services of The Home 
Guru to market your home for sale, call 
914-522-2076.

When Home Buyers Want to 
Know if People Died in the House
continued from page 22
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continued from previous page
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LLTT 
PROPERTY LLC ART. Of Org. filed 
with the Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY) on 
3/21/17. Office in Westchester County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process to: Susan 
Lewkowitz, 670 White Plains Rd. Ste. 
110, Scarsdale, NY 10583. Purpose: any 
lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF VA-
MOS LLC, Articles of Organization filed 
with Secretary of State (SSNY) on Febru-
ary 24, 2017. Office Location: Westchester 
County. Service may be made to SSNY, 

who shall mail a copy to: C/O VAMOS 
LLC, 81 Pondfield Road, #200, Bronx-
ville, NY, 10708. Purpose: To engage in 
any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF RISA’S 
FABULOUS CREATIONS WEDDING 
AND EVENT PLANNING FOR ALL 
OCCASIONS, LLC. Art. of Org. filed 
with the SSNY on 03/22/2017. Office: 
Westchester County. SSNY designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to business address: 422 
South 6th Ave., Mount Vernon, NY 
10550. Purpose: Event planner, coordi-
nator and decorator.

MISC FOR SALE
KILL BED BUGS! Harris Bed Bug Kill-
ers/ KIT Complete Treatment System.  
Available: Hardware Stores. The Home 
Depot, homedepot.com. Try Harris Guar-
anteed Roach Killers Too!

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- 
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own 
bandmill- Cut lumber any dimension. 
In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: 
www.NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-
1363 Ext.300N

REAL ESTATE
Land Bargains SCHENECTADY 
COUNTY 29.1 acres, woods/views 
$72,000 14.7 acres, views $41,000 2.9 
acres, views $24,000 Owner Financing 
www.helderbergrealty.com (518) 861-
6541 or (518) 256-6344 

TUTORING
READING TUTOR M.S. Ed.,  Ph.D.  
Remediation and support for children 
in grades K-4 experiencing reading dif-
ficulties.  Phonics-based instruction  
with lots of  reassurance and encourage-
ment.  amslitskills@gmail.com

VACATION RENTALS
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ par-
tial weeks. Call for FREE brochure. 
Open daily. Holiday Resort Services.  
1-800-638-2102. Online reservations: 
www.holidayoc.com

VENDORS
HAND CRAFTED ONLY for Nassau 
County’s LARGEST family fair 31st yr, At-
tendance 120,000 +, 150-200 hand crafted 
vendors display 9/16 & 9/17.††(516) 809-
5892 BellmoreCrafts@yahoo.com

WANTED TO BUY
Buying Diamonds, gold, silver, antique 
and modern jewelry, better furs, U.S. and 
foreign coins, paintings, bronzes, com-
plete estates. Highest prices paid. Call 
914-260-8783 for appointment.

To Place a Classified Ad 
Call 914-864-0878 

or e-mail classifieds@
theexaminernews.com
Classified Ad Deadline 
is Thursdays at 5pm for  

the next week’s publication
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Tuesday, May 9 
Got a mess?  Can’t seem to get 

organized?:   Come to the Kent Library.  
6:30 p.m. -7:30 p.m., and learn from a pro - 
what you need to know to get organized at 
last!   Colleen Ashe, Certified Professional 
Organizer and Chief Expert Organizer 
at Ashe Organizing Solutions will share 
her strategies for clearing the clutter and 
getting organized, at last! This not to be 
missed workshop will inspire you with 
time tested strategies that will surely 
kick-start a spring organizing project 
or two. Getting organized is only half 
the battle, staying organized is the trick.  
Registration is required. This program 
is for adults. .You may register for the 
program by going to www.kentlibrary.
org or calling the Kent Public Library at 
845-225-8585.  The library is located at 17 
Sybil’s Crossing, Kent Lakes.
Wednesday, May 10

Movie Matinee:  Hidden Figures: 1 
p.m., Don’t miss the phenomenal true 
story of the African-American female 
mathematicians whose calculations 
helped fuel some of NASA’s greatest 
achievements in space.  Starring Octavia 
Spencer and Kevin Costner.  Rated PG.   
For more information or to register, 
contact the Patterson Library at 845-878-
6121 x10 or go to www.pattersonlibrary.
org and click Calendar.
Thursday, May 11

Floral Arranging Workshop:  
Presented by the Lake Mahopac Garden 
Club in cooperation with the Friends of 
Mahopac Public Library. 6:40 p.m., Floral 
Arranger, Donna Reilly, assisted by Master 
Flower Show Judge, Barbara Schaefer, 
will lead this basic workshop to teach 
participants how to condition flowers, 
cut and assemble them into a lovely table 
arrangement. $25 material fee per person; 
all flowers and design materials, including 
containers, will be provided. Register 
with class fee at the Library’s Information 
Desk. Payment may be made in cash, by 
credit card, or by check payable to the 
Friends of Mahopac Library
Saturday, May 13 

The Putnam Valley Historical Society 
History Talk: 301 PeekskilL Hollow Rd. 
Putnam Valley. Our American History 
A FREE program series - open to the 
Public.  Understanding Slavery in New 
Netherland and Colonial New York 
with Dennis Maika Senior Historian & 
Education Director, the New Netherland 
Institute.  10 a.m.

Spring Fling Plant, Bake & Gift Sale:  
First Presbyterian Church, located at 411 
Rt. 6N (at Secor Rd) in Mahopac, will 
present a “Spring Fling” Sale featuring 
Plants, Baked Goods & Gift Items on 
Saturday May 13th from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., 
Rain or Shine. Plants offered for sale 
include Flowering Plants: Annuals, 

Perennials, Hanging Baskets, Geranium 
Patio Pots, Vegetables: Lettuce, Tomatoes, 
Broccoli, Zucchini, Cucumbers, Peppers, 
& Herbs: Parsley, Basil, Rosemary, 
Lavender, Oregano, Mint & much 
more! Please call 845-628-2365 or 
email presby411@verizon.net for more 
information.

Community Drumming Circle at 
Mahopac Library: Community Drum 
Circles are enlivening and fun. Learn 
basic drumming technique, rhythm, and 
improvisation at a drum circle at Mahopac 
Library on 11 a.m. Kevin Makarewicz will 
lead participants in group-building games 
and making joyous music together. Bring 
your drum or other hand percussion; 
small instruments will also be available. 
For more information, or to register for 
the Drum Circle at Mahopac Library, visit 
www.mahopaclibrary.org, or call 845-
628-2009, ext. 100.

Carmel Fire Dept. Auxiliary Chicken 
n Biscuit Dinner: 5 p.m. -7 p.m. Served 
with cornbread casserole and green beans 
, ice cream bar and beverages Adults $10 
kids 4-12 $6 3 and under free

Huge Tag Sale:  9 a.m. – 4 p.m., 
Patterson Recreation Center. Located at 
65 Front Street Patterson, Rain or shine. 
Refreshments available. Reserve space 
now. Call 845- 878-7200.

Katonah Poetry Series to Celebrate 
its Fiftieth Anniversary: All-Star Poetry 
Reading & VIP Cocktail Reception. 4 p.m.  
Walker Center for the Arts, Harvey School 
The Katonah Poetry Series will host a gala 
event to celebrate fifty years of bringing 
the finest voices in contemporary poetry 
to northern Westchester. The public is 
invited to attend a reading with our all-star 
panel of poets, followed by a VIP cocktail 
reception.  Doors open at 3:30 p.m. for 
this event. The Harvey School’s Walker 
Center for the Arts is located at 260 Jay 
Street, Katonah.  Parking will be available 
on site. Admission for the reading and 
panel discussion is $40 adults, $30 KPS 
paid members, $20 students. Tickets and 
sponsorship packages for the reading 
and VIP reception begin at $150. Tickets 
are advance sale only. All proceeds will 
benefit KPS and its public programming. 
For more information and pricing details, 
please visit www.katonahpoetry.com. KPS 
can also be found on Facebook, Twitter 
and Instagram. 

Children’s Expo & Public Safety 
Day:  11 a.m. to 3 p.m., at the TOPS 
(Training and Operations) building on 
the Donald B. Smith Campus, 112 Old 
Route 6 in Carmel. Admission is free.  
The Children’s Expo is co-presented by 
the Child Advocacy Center (CAC) and 
the Bureau of Emergency Services of 
Putnam County.    New this year is the 
addition of food trucks. The Putnam 
County Sheriff ’s Office will once again 

be offering Operation SAFE CHILD.  
Operation SAFE CHILD cards contain 
a child’s name, biographical information 
(date of birth, gender, height, weight, hair 
color, eye color, etc.), and a fingerprint 
image of both index fingers.  In addition, 
exhibitors will offer information on a 
wide range of programs, services and 
activities for children and families in 
addition to games, a giant bouncy house, 
face painting, raffles, food and lots of free 
giveaways.   Also back this year is the 
Home Depot’s free Kids Workshops which 
offers fun and useful building projects.  
The workshops teach children do-it-
yourself skills and tool safety while they 
help to instill a sense of accomplishment.  
For more information on sponsorship 
opportunities contact marybeth.ross@
putnamcountyny.gov or call  845-808-
1400. 
Monday, May 15

The Light Bite Book Group:  Discuss 
“Everything I Never Told You” by Celeste 
Ng. 1 p.m. Drop-in group; new members 
always welcome.  This group also meets 
to discuss the same book on Wednesday, 
May 17 at 1 p.m.

Flashback to Carmel in the 1940’s:  
Come to the Kent Library 6:30 p.m. -8 
p.m.   This blast into the past explores 
the hallways and classrooms of Carmel 
High School between 1941-1949 through 
yearbooks. Presented by William “Bill” 
Nichols and Greg Amato this presentation 
will include Bill Nichols talking of how 
general Carmel life was when he was 
growing up and as a young man going 
into business and Greg Amato will talk 
about Carmel High School Yearbooks, 
1941-1949!  Program will be held in our 
downstairs program room. Registration 
is required. You may register for the 
program by going to www.kentlibrary.
org or calling the Kent Public Library at 
845-225-8585.  The library is located at 17 
Sybil’s Crossing, Kent Lakes.

Art on Display: Mahopac Public 
Library is pleased to host two new 
exhibits in the Young Arts Gallery:  “Tar 

Beach”, which features artwork created 
by Austin Road 2nd grade students, and 
a show of linocuts produced by Mahopac 
High School Studio Art students.

Donald Alter’s brand-new series 
is entitled, “POOLS, DRIPS AND 
SCRIBBLES”.  Abstract paintings 
avoid the usual components while 
creating the imagery.  Subject matter 
remains nondescript or in some 
cases dematerialized and borders and 
boundaries are not honored.   Vincent 
Salem Nicolai may be only 6 years old, but 
this talented young artist eats up the study 
of venerated artists like a kid going thru 
a box of cereal, nourished yet wanting 
more. Vincent has created a collection 
of art entitled “Magical Elements”, 
vivid paintings comprised of brilliant 
watercolors representing the earth’s 
natural matter, being “earth”, “air”, “fire”, 
and “water”, along with the mythological 
fifth element “aether.”  Exhibits will be 
on view May 5 through May 28, with an 
opening reception on Friday, May 5th, 6 
p.m.-9 p.m.  Gallery 66 NY is located at 
66 Main St, Cold Spring.  Regular hours 
are Fri-Sunday noon-6 p.m.  For more 
information call 845-809-5838 or visit 
www.gallery66ny.com.  Contact:  845-
809-5838
Ongoing: 
Mondays:  

The Putnam County Department of 
Health will be offering Freedom from 
Smoking, an evidence-based smoking 
cessation program, to individuals who 
live or work in Putnam County. Classes 
will be held at the Bureau of Emergency 
Services, Donald B. Smith Campus, Old 
Route 6, in Carmel, on Mondays from 6 
p.m. -7:30 p.m., beginning May 8 to June 
19. The program will be at no cost to the 
participants and will supply free Nicotine 
Replacement (NRT) as long as the supply 
lasts. Pre- registration is required. Class 
size will be limited. For questions or 
to pre-register call the Putnam County 
Department of Health at (845) 808-1390 
ext. 43258.

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.com
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Putnam Valley G Ryan Basso glides the lane en route to a game-high 23 points for the Tigers in a decisive 68-49 victory over visiting Ossining last Tuesday night when the Tigers improved to 4-4 and the Pride 
fell to 1-4... see Boys’ Hoops Notebook

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

Can’t 
Lasso 
Basso!
Put Valley 
Routs  
Ossining,
68-49

  Mary 9 - May 15, 2017                                                                                                                       SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS                                                                                                                SPORTS SECTION

Members of  the host Yorktown High lacrosse team pose with the coveted memorial Murphy Cup after the state-ranked (No.3) Class B Huskers, including cup-hoisting captain Kyle Casey and senior Anthony Altimari 
(inset), soundly defeated crosstown rival Lakeland/Panas, 12-3, last Saturday to win the cup for a seventh-straight year and 25th time in the last 28 years... see Boys’ Lax Notebook

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Drop-kicked!

Murphy Cup Stays at Yorktown 
for 25th Time in 28 years
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Lakeland Strikes First, Last in 3-2 Win vs. Brewster
By Tony Pinciaro

Lakeland was facing a grueling week 
with six consecutive games, including 
matchups against rivals, Yorktown and 
Brewster.

Four wins would have been ideal, 
however, Lakeland exceeded that. The 
Hornets were a perfect 5-0 as their sixth 
game, against Our Lady of Lourdes, was 
rained out. Lakeland ran its winning 
streak to 10 and is now 13-1 this season.

Lakeland shut out John Jay and Albertus 
Magnus, doubled up intra-district rival 
Panas, 10-5, and the Hornets’ highlight 
victories were a 4-3 walk-off win in the 
eighth inning against Yorktown, capped 
off with a 3-2 triumph over Brewster last 
Thursday. Earlier this season Brewster 
handed Lakeland its only loss, 5-1.

“The first game against Brewster was 
one where we had some nerves, we were 
still starting to gel and we made a few 
errors both mentally and physically,” said 
Lakeland all-state pitcher Colleen Walsh, 
who will attend Sacred Heart in the fall 
and play softball. “We worked on what 
we needed to work on and we knew we 
would get stronger as a team as the season 
progressed.”

Lakeland led 1-0 after five innings, but 
Brewster scored twice in the top of the 

sixth for a 2-1 lead. It was short-lived as 
Lakeland wielded the aluminum in the 
bottom of the inning.

With one out, Olivia Knopf launched 
a solo homer to even the score. Before 
Lakeland its fans had a chance to settle 
back in, Krista Verrino smashed a home 
run to give Lakeland 3-2 lead. Leadoff 
hitter Cameron Lischinsky homered in the 

first inning for Lakeland.
“We know we’re a really 

good hitting team so it was 
nothing new for us put a 
few runs together,” said 
Walsh, who allowed two 
hits and struck out eight. 
“We all came together and 
said we can do this.

“After Olivia’s home run, 
we were just looking to put 
together a few hits. It was 
definitely exciting. It was a 
really important game and 
one that we were waiting 
for and anxious to play.”

After Claire Fon tossed 
a one-hit blanking of John 
Jay to open the week, 

Lakeland walked off, in the eighth inning, 
to victory over Yorktown as Krystal 
Badillo singled in Jess Ascencao with the 
decisive run.

Badillo finished with two hits and two 
RBI and Verrino also had two hits and 
drove in one. Walsh fanned six.

Lakeland rapped out 14 hits against 
Panas, led by Fon, who had three hits and 
two RBI. Amber Badillo finished with 
two hits, an RBI and scored four runs and 
Knopf added two hits, an RBI and two 
runs scored.

Fon registered her second shutout of 
the week – 4-0 against Albertus Magnus. 
Fon allowed two hits and struck out eight. 
Fon aided her own cause with two RBI. 
Amber Lopez also had two hits and drove 
in a run.

BREWSTER opened with a walk-off 3-2 
win over MAHOPAC and then blanked 
R.C. Ketcham, 10-0, before suffering a 3-2 
loss to Lakeland.

Brewster and Mahopac were all even 
at 1-1 going to the seventh inning when 
Mahopac scored for a 2-1 lead.

The Bears answered right back in the 
bottom of the inning as Francesca Cioffi 
went yard to tie the score at 2-2. Camryn 
Gannon walked and Kelly Dovi laced a 
triple sending Gannon home with the 
winning run.

“What a great comeback for the girls,” 
Brewster coach Lisa Delzio said.  “They 
really hung in there together and didn't 
get down at all.  It was a great emotional 
team effort to come back and beat a very 
talented, well coached team in Mahopac.”

Delzio credited Mahopac pitcher 
Shannon Becker, an eighth-grader, with 
pitching an excellent game. According to 
Examiner Sports Editor Ray Gallagher, 
Becker is the next big thing at Mahopac, 
“the real deal”, he states.

Nicole Rosner tossed the shutout of 
Ketcham, allowing four hits and striking 
out 13. She also helped 
herself with two hits 
and three RBI.

Caroline Cherubini 
went 3 for 4 and drove 
in two runs and Dovi 
added two RBI.

In the loss to 
Lakeland, Lindsay 
McLaughlin hit a solo 
home run in the six 
and Rosner scored the 
second run on an error.

SOMERS continued 
its crushing ways at 
the plate as the Tuskers 
pounded out 54 hits, 
winning three of four 
games.

Gabby Mazzotta 

powered Somers to a 9-8 win over Byram 
Hills as she homered, doubled and drove 
in three. Jill Carlisto also collected three 
hits while Karly Moscarello and Amanda 
Polito finished with two hits and an RBI 
apiece.

Somers outslugged John Jay-Cross 
River, 19-15, and finished with 23 hits.

Tori Pagliaro and Mazzotta each 
smacked home runs. Mazzotta finished 
with four hits and three RBI and Pagliaro 
had three hits and three RBI.

Julia Sciacca had three hits and two 
RBI, Kelsey Lavin recorded three hits and 
an RBI and Carlisto singled three times 
and drove in four runs.

Jazmyn Colon shut out Sleepy Hollow, 
18-0, as Mazzotta homered for the third 
consecutive game.

Moscarello and Mazzotta each had 
three hits and Moscarello had two RBI. 
Carlisto chipped in with two hits and 
three RBI and Pagliaro doubled twice. 
Colon also had two hits.

Walter Panas held Somers’ offense in 

Lakeland 1B Olivia Knopf  doubles up Brewster sophomore Caroline Cherubini in Hornets’ 3-2 win over 
Bears last Thursday at Hive where she also smacked a game-tying home run in the bottom of  the sixth.

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Brewster players gather at plate to greet home-run hitting Lindsey 
McLaughlin in Bears’ 3-2 loss to Lakeland last Thursday.

Brewster hurler Nicole Rosner fires pitch in 3-2 
loss to Lakeland.

Hornets anxiously await arrival of  home-run hitting Cameron Lischinsky, 
who led of  3-2 Lakeland win with HR.

The sweet swing of  Lakeland 2B Cameron 
Lischinsky (.457 BA, 19 R, 11 RBI) was on display 
in 3-2 win over Brewster.

Upstart Panas Knocks off Mahopac Behind Jempty Gem
Panthers Sweeps Brewster, Set to Battle Lakeland for League Bragging Rights
By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

When Valhalla (4-11) beats state-
ranked (No.1) Class B Briarcliff (15-1) 
by a 4-1 count, it’s official: There’s no 
predicting Section 1 baseball this season. 
In what has probably been the most 
brutally challenging season weather-wise 
in decades, Class AA John Jay EF and 
Class B Briarcliff remain the favorites in 
their respective conferences. Class A is 
wide open, with as many as 12-14 teams 
in the mix, and Class C appears to be a 
two-horse race between Tuckahoe and 
defending NYS champion North Salem, 
though HALDANE (9-6) is making a late 
bid for contention.

Yes, Class AA MAHOPAC (11-6) is 
having a pretty decent season, but Coach 
Chris Miller’s Indians have dropped four 
in a row and scored just three runs in 
losses to WALTER PANAS, JOHN JAY 

EF (twice) and HORACE GREELEY (10-
6), who one-hit the Indians in Saturday’s 
5-0 setback. Panas junior Jake Jempty fired 
a two-hit shutout, whiffing five Indians 
along the way and getting two RBI from 
Brian Dinnen in a 4-0 win over Mahopac. 
Tim Feliz added an RBI, two hits and 
two runs for the Panthers, who bested 
Mahopac P Anthony Simeone (4 runs, 
none earned). The Indians (currently 

seeded 9th), who have to hit better down 
the stretch to get a home playoff game, 
also blew a 2-0 seventh-inning lead in a 
3-2 loss to John Jay EF, the top-ranked 
team in Class AA…

And suddenly, Class A PANAS is 8-5 
(but seeded 13th) with wins in three of the 
last four, including a sweep of 2016 Class 
A runner-up BREWSTER (2-13), which 
is, quite possibly, the greatest enigma of 
the 2017 Section 1 season. However, for 
all the good things Panas did this week, 
the Panthers ended on a low note in a 5-1 
loss to reigning Class A champion John 
Jay (6-8), which hasn’t been the same this 
season…

LAKELAND (10-5 and seeded 8th 
in Class A as of now) split a pair with 
SOMERS (5-10, currently seeded No.21), 
getting even with the Tuskers behind ace 
Matt Mikulski, who fanned six over six 
innings for his fourth win of the year in 
a 14-3 win. Joey Vetrano (2B, 3 runs), 
Pat Morelli (run), Kevin Croce (2B, 2 
runs) and Matt Schenck (2B, 2 runs) 
each poked home a pair of run for the 
winners. Mikulski, the Fordham-bound 
lefty, figures to be fresh for a start against 

Panas this week in a home-and-
home set with the Panthers this 
Wednesday and Friday (7 p.m. 
starts). The Hornets will also face 
Carmel on Thursday…

CARMEL (5-11) saw Matt Vitro and 
Sean McCarthy smoke back-to-back 
homers in a 6-3 loss to surging FOX 
LANE (11-3), which looks like a legit 
Class AA contender. Still stands to reason 
that the 15th-seeded Class AA Rams are 
better than their sub-par record would 
indicate, so Lakeland cannot snooze on 
Carmel, who also lost an 8-7 extra-inning 
affair against Arlington. Man, the Rams 
have suffered some tough, close losses…

YORKTOWN (5-11, currently seeded 
No.16 in Class AA) split with PORT 
CHESTER (7-7-1), defeating the Rams 
9-2 last Thursday behind P Jon Kintish, 
who worked 6-1/3 for the win. Joe Veca 
went deep and drove home RBI while 
Tyler Dyslin and Matt Pupczyk each 
knocked in two.

HEN HUD (11-4), after a ridiculous 
9-0 start, has cooled off some, but still sits 
within the top four in Class A. In a 10-6 
win over Class B PUTNAM VALLEY (7-5, 
currently seeded in the top 10), Jack Kelly 
(2-3, 3 runs, 2B, RBI), Jack Attinelly (2-2, 
2 runs, RBI), Dan Weimer (2-4, 2 2Bs, 4 
RBI) and Jordan Grullon (1-3, run, home 

run, 3 RBI) all busted out 
the whipping sticks to 
support winning hurler 
Attinelly  and closer Kelly. 
Here’s the rub: Hen Hud 
had seven ghastly errors 
and cannot continue to 
play defense like that if 
the Sailors are going to 
contend with the Ryes, the 
Beacons and Pearl Rivers 
of Class A come playoffs. 
In a 14-10 loss to Nanuet, 
the Sailors fell behind 
7-0 in the first and never 
recovered despite Mike 
Crowley (3-5, 2 runs, 2 
2Bs) Kelly (2-5, 2B, RBI), 
Nick Cunningham (2-3, 
run, 2 RBI), Joe Grullon 
(1-3, HR, 3 RBI), Trevor 

Dowling (2-4, 2b, 3B, RBI) and Jordan 
Grullon (1-4, 2B, 2 RBI) …

Put Valley has won four of the last six, 
including the big win over Keio, and the 
bats have finally awoken in a 11-3 win 
over Valhalla, in which Andrew Salerno 
homered and knocked in two. Mike 
Gaitan was 2 for 3 with two RBI and a 
run. Sophomore John Millicker went five 
innings with six K’s to get the win. Matt 
Budano (3 for 4) and Chris Crawford (3 
for 3, 2 runs) each drove home three runs 
in an 8-4 win over Hastings. P Austin 
Brown (8 whiffs, 9 hits, 4 runs) worked in 
and out of trouble and went the route for 
the win.

After losing 4-2 to Hen Hud, CROTON 
(9-8) got back on the straight and narrow 
last week with a pair of wins over Valhalla 
and now sit in the No.3-4 range in Class 
B, well behind front-running Briarcliff, 
which looks like a sure bet to secure the 
top seed and enter the playoffs as the 
clear-cut favorites. Croton’s 8-2 loss to 
Pawling was a head scratcher.

OSSINING’s Mike Laitman pitched 
very well in a 2-1 loss to Greeley, allowing 
no earned runs, striking out five and 
scattering eight hits. The Pride’s (3-11-1) 
Paul Cozzolino got the only hit, a home 
run over the left field fence.

With league title potentially on line this week, Lakeland IF 
Louis Costanzo (L) and Coach Bill Casey have a make or 
break series with rival Walter Panas.

RICK KUPERBERG/RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

With 5 of  his team-high 13 RBI coming in last 3 
games, Panas’ Brian Dinnen hopes to wield hot 
bat in upcoming series with Lakeland.

Mahopac SS Pat McGee’s Indians, hitting just .253 as a 
team, had better start to sting the ball down the stretch.

Lakeland Strikes First, Last in 3-2 Win vs. Brewster
continued from previous page
check in a 7-2 win as Mazzotta had two 
hits and an RBI.

PUTNAM VALLEY entered the week 
on a two-game skid, but that was quickly 
forgotten as the Tigers went 3 for 3.

The Tigers mercied Edgemont, 16-1, 
outhit Irvington, 13-1, and defeated the 
other Tigers, North Salem, 9-5.

Jessica Pierce and Emily McKenna 
spearheaded the offense against 
Edgemont, each collecting three hits and 

four RBI. Allie Dick doubled twice and 
also drove in four.

Allie Dick doubled among her three 
hits and had two RBI against Irvington. 
Susanna Granieri and Alex Waters each 
had two hits. Waters collected three RBI 
and Granieri added two.

Putnam Valley completed the perfect 
week against North Salem by scoring five 
runs in the fifth to take a 7-3 lead.

Meghan O’Leary delivered her first 

career home run among her three hits. 
She also scored three runs and knocked in 
two. Granieri added two hits, two RBI and 
two runs score and Waters doubled and 
drove in two.

MAHOPAC lost a heartbreaker to 
Brewster, 3-2, in the bottom of the seventh 
inning. The Indians followed with losses 
to John Jay-East Fishkill and Ketcham.

“Although these were two tough losses, 
the girls are ready and excited to take on 

the teams this week,” Mahopac coach 
Amanda Gambacorta said. “Unlike last 
week, this past game against Brewster we 
were mentally tough, defensively solid, 
and offensively aggressive. The girls came 
together as a team and fed off each other’s 
energy. Our goal was to come out strong 
and to score in the first inning and we did.”

Shannon Becker had two hits and 
an RBI. She also struck out four. Kim 
Astrologo doubled and scored.

continued  on next page
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Lakeland Strikes First, Last in 3-2 Win vs. Brewster
By Tony Pinciaro

Lakeland was facing a grueling week 
with six consecutive games, including 
matchups against rivals, Yorktown and 
Brewster.

Four wins would have been ideal, 
however, Lakeland exceeded that. The 
Hornets were a perfect 5-0 as their sixth 
game, against Our Lady of Lourdes, was 
rained out. Lakeland ran its winning 
streak to 10 and is now 13-1 this season.

Lakeland shut out John Jay and Albertus 
Magnus, doubled up intra-district rival 
Panas, 10-5, and the Hornets’ highlight 
victories were a 4-3 walk-off win in the 
eighth inning against Yorktown, capped 
off with a 3-2 triumph over Brewster last 
Thursday. Earlier this season Brewster 
handed Lakeland its only loss, 5-1.

“The first game against Brewster was 
one where we had some nerves, we were 
still starting to gel and we made a few 
errors both mentally and physically,” said 
Lakeland all-state pitcher Colleen Walsh, 
who will attend Sacred Heart in the fall 
and play softball. “We worked on what 
we needed to work on and we knew we 
would get stronger as a team as the season 
progressed.”

Lakeland led 1-0 after five innings, but 
Brewster scored twice in the top of the 

sixth for a 2-1 lead. It was short-lived as 
Lakeland wielded the aluminum in the 
bottom of the inning.

With one out, Olivia Knopf launched 
a solo homer to even the score. Before 
Lakeland its fans had a chance to settle 
back in, Krista Verrino smashed a home 
run to give Lakeland 3-2 lead. Leadoff 
hitter Cameron Lischinsky homered in the 

first inning for Lakeland.
“We know we’re a really 

good hitting team so it was 
nothing new for us put a 
few runs together,” said 
Walsh, who allowed two 
hits and struck out eight. 
“We all came together and 
said we can do this.

“After Olivia’s home run, 
we were just looking to put 
together a few hits. It was 
definitely exciting. It was a 
really important game and 
one that we were waiting 
for and anxious to play.”

After Claire Fon tossed 
a one-hit blanking of John 
Jay to open the week, 

Lakeland walked off, in the eighth inning, 
to victory over Yorktown as Krystal 
Badillo singled in Jess Ascencao with the 
decisive run.

Badillo finished with two hits and two 
RBI and Verrino also had two hits and 
drove in one. Walsh fanned six.

Lakeland rapped out 14 hits against 
Panas, led by Fon, who had three hits and 
two RBI. Amber Badillo finished with 
two hits, an RBI and scored four runs and 
Knopf added two hits, an RBI and two 
runs scored.

Fon registered her second shutout of 
the week – 4-0 against Albertus Magnus. 
Fon allowed two hits and struck out eight. 
Fon aided her own cause with two RBI. 
Amber Lopez also had two hits and drove 
in a run.

BREWSTER opened with a walk-off 3-2 
win over MAHOPAC and then blanked 
R.C. Ketcham, 10-0, before suffering a 3-2 
loss to Lakeland.

Brewster and Mahopac were all even 
at 1-1 going to the seventh inning when 
Mahopac scored for a 2-1 lead.

The Bears answered right back in the 
bottom of the inning as Francesca Cioffi 
went yard to tie the score at 2-2. Camryn 
Gannon walked and Kelly Dovi laced a 
triple sending Gannon home with the 
winning run.

“What a great comeback for the girls,” 
Brewster coach Lisa Delzio said.  “They 
really hung in there together and didn't 
get down at all.  It was a great emotional 
team effort to come back and beat a very 
talented, well coached team in Mahopac.”

Delzio credited Mahopac pitcher 
Shannon Becker, an eighth-grader, with 
pitching an excellent game. According to 
Examiner Sports Editor Ray Gallagher, 
Becker is the next big thing at Mahopac, 
“the real deal”, he states.

Nicole Rosner tossed the shutout of 
Ketcham, allowing four hits and striking 
out 13. She also helped 
herself with two hits 
and three RBI.

Caroline Cherubini 
went 3 for 4 and drove 
in two runs and Dovi 
added two RBI.

In the loss to 
Lakeland, Lindsay 
McLaughlin hit a solo 
home run in the six 
and Rosner scored the 
second run on an error.

SOMERS continued 
its crushing ways at 
the plate as the Tuskers 
pounded out 54 hits, 
winning three of four 
games.

Gabby Mazzotta 

powered Somers to a 9-8 win over Byram 
Hills as she homered, doubled and drove 
in three. Jill Carlisto also collected three 
hits while Karly Moscarello and Amanda 
Polito finished with two hits and an RBI 
apiece.

Somers outslugged John Jay-Cross 
River, 19-15, and finished with 23 hits.

Tori Pagliaro and Mazzotta each 
smacked home runs. Mazzotta finished 
with four hits and three RBI and Pagliaro 
had three hits and three RBI.

Julia Sciacca had three hits and two 
RBI, Kelsey Lavin recorded three hits and 
an RBI and Carlisto singled three times 
and drove in four runs.

Jazmyn Colon shut out Sleepy Hollow, 
18-0, as Mazzotta homered for the third 
consecutive game.

Moscarello and Mazzotta each had 
three hits and Moscarello had two RBI. 
Carlisto chipped in with two hits and 
three RBI and Pagliaro doubled twice. 
Colon also had two hits.

Walter Panas held Somers’ offense in 

Lakeland 1B Olivia Knopf  doubles up Brewster sophomore Caroline Cherubini in Hornets’ 3-2 win over 
Bears last Thursday at Hive where she also smacked a game-tying home run in the bottom of  the sixth.

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Brewster players gather at plate to greet home-run hitting Lindsey 
McLaughlin in Bears’ 3-2 loss to Lakeland last Thursday.

Brewster hurler Nicole Rosner fires pitch in 3-2 
loss to Lakeland.

Hornets anxiously await arrival of  home-run hitting Cameron Lischinsky, 
who led of  3-2 Lakeland win with HR.

The sweet swing of  Lakeland 2B Cameron 
Lischinsky (.457 BA, 19 R, 11 RBI) was on display 
in 3-2 win over Brewster.

Upstart Panas Knocks off Mahopac Behind Jempty Gem
Panthers Sweeps Brewster, Set to Battle Lakeland for League Bragging Rights
By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

When Valhalla (4-11) beats state-
ranked (No.1) Class B Briarcliff (15-1) 
by a 4-1 count, it’s official: There’s no 
predicting Section 1 baseball this season. 
In what has probably been the most 
brutally challenging season weather-wise 
in decades, Class AA John Jay EF and 
Class B Briarcliff remain the favorites in 
their respective conferences. Class A is 
wide open, with as many as 12-14 teams 
in the mix, and Class C appears to be a 
two-horse race between Tuckahoe and 
defending NYS champion North Salem, 
though HALDANE (9-6) is making a late 
bid for contention.

Yes, Class AA MAHOPAC (11-6) is 
having a pretty decent season, but Coach 
Chris Miller’s Indians have dropped four 
in a row and scored just three runs in 
losses to WALTER PANAS, JOHN JAY 

EF (twice) and HORACE GREELEY (10-
6), who one-hit the Indians in Saturday’s 
5-0 setback. Panas junior Jake Jempty fired 
a two-hit shutout, whiffing five Indians 
along the way and getting two RBI from 
Brian Dinnen in a 4-0 win over Mahopac. 
Tim Feliz added an RBI, two hits and 
two runs for the Panthers, who bested 
Mahopac P Anthony Simeone (4 runs, 
none earned). The Indians (currently 

seeded 9th), who have to hit better down 
the stretch to get a home playoff game, 
also blew a 2-0 seventh-inning lead in a 
3-2 loss to John Jay EF, the top-ranked 
team in Class AA…

And suddenly, Class A PANAS is 8-5 
(but seeded 13th) with wins in three of the 
last four, including a sweep of 2016 Class 
A runner-up BREWSTER (2-13), which 
is, quite possibly, the greatest enigma of 
the 2017 Section 1 season. However, for 
all the good things Panas did this week, 
the Panthers ended on a low note in a 5-1 
loss to reigning Class A champion John 
Jay (6-8), which hasn’t been the same this 
season…

LAKELAND (10-5 and seeded 8th 
in Class A as of now) split a pair with 
SOMERS (5-10, currently seeded No.21), 
getting even with the Tuskers behind ace 
Matt Mikulski, who fanned six over six 
innings for his fourth win of the year in 
a 14-3 win. Joey Vetrano (2B, 3 runs), 
Pat Morelli (run), Kevin Croce (2B, 2 
runs) and Matt Schenck (2B, 2 runs) 
each poked home a pair of run for the 
winners. Mikulski, the Fordham-bound 
lefty, figures to be fresh for a start against 

Panas this week in a home-and-
home set with the Panthers this 
Wednesday and Friday (7 p.m. 
starts). The Hornets will also face 
Carmel on Thursday…

CARMEL (5-11) saw Matt Vitro and 
Sean McCarthy smoke back-to-back 
homers in a 6-3 loss to surging FOX 
LANE (11-3), which looks like a legit 
Class AA contender. Still stands to reason 
that the 15th-seeded Class AA Rams are 
better than their sub-par record would 
indicate, so Lakeland cannot snooze on 
Carmel, who also lost an 8-7 extra-inning 
affair against Arlington. Man, the Rams 
have suffered some tough, close losses…

YORKTOWN (5-11, currently seeded 
No.16 in Class AA) split with PORT 
CHESTER (7-7-1), defeating the Rams 
9-2 last Thursday behind P Jon Kintish, 
who worked 6-1/3 for the win. Joe Veca 
went deep and drove home RBI while 
Tyler Dyslin and Matt Pupczyk each 
knocked in two.

HEN HUD (11-4), after a ridiculous 
9-0 start, has cooled off some, but still sits 
within the top four in Class A. In a 10-6 
win over Class B PUTNAM VALLEY (7-5, 
currently seeded in the top 10), Jack Kelly 
(2-3, 3 runs, 2B, RBI), Jack Attinelly (2-2, 
2 runs, RBI), Dan Weimer (2-4, 2 2Bs, 4 
RBI) and Jordan Grullon (1-3, run, home 

run, 3 RBI) all busted out 
the whipping sticks to 
support winning hurler 
Attinelly  and closer Kelly. 
Here’s the rub: Hen Hud 
had seven ghastly errors 
and cannot continue to 
play defense like that if 
the Sailors are going to 
contend with the Ryes, the 
Beacons and Pearl Rivers 
of Class A come playoffs. 
In a 14-10 loss to Nanuet, 
the Sailors fell behind 
7-0 in the first and never 
recovered despite Mike 
Crowley (3-5, 2 runs, 2 
2Bs) Kelly (2-5, 2B, RBI), 
Nick Cunningham (2-3, 
run, 2 RBI), Joe Grullon 
(1-3, HR, 3 RBI), Trevor 

Dowling (2-4, 2b, 3B, RBI) and Jordan 
Grullon (1-4, 2B, 2 RBI) …

Put Valley has won four of the last six, 
including the big win over Keio, and the 
bats have finally awoken in a 11-3 win 
over Valhalla, in which Andrew Salerno 
homered and knocked in two. Mike 
Gaitan was 2 for 3 with two RBI and a 
run. Sophomore John Millicker went five 
innings with six K’s to get the win. Matt 
Budano (3 for 4) and Chris Crawford (3 
for 3, 2 runs) each drove home three runs 
in an 8-4 win over Hastings. P Austin 
Brown (8 whiffs, 9 hits, 4 runs) worked in 
and out of trouble and went the route for 
the win.

After losing 4-2 to Hen Hud, CROTON 
(9-8) got back on the straight and narrow 
last week with a pair of wins over Valhalla 
and now sit in the No.3-4 range in Class 
B, well behind front-running Briarcliff, 
which looks like a sure bet to secure the 
top seed and enter the playoffs as the 
clear-cut favorites. Croton’s 8-2 loss to 
Pawling was a head scratcher.

OSSINING’s Mike Laitman pitched 
very well in a 2-1 loss to Greeley, allowing 
no earned runs, striking out five and 
scattering eight hits. The Pride’s (3-11-1) 
Paul Cozzolino got the only hit, a home 
run over the left field fence.

With league title potentially on line this week, Lakeland IF 
Louis Costanzo (L) and Coach Bill Casey have a make or 
break series with rival Walter Panas.
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With 5 of  his team-high 13 RBI coming in last 3 
games, Panas’ Brian Dinnen hopes to wield hot 
bat in upcoming series with Lakeland.

Mahopac SS Pat McGee’s Indians, hitting just .253 as a 
team, had better start to sting the ball down the stretch.

Lakeland Strikes First, Last in 3-2 Win vs. Brewster
continued from previous page
check in a 7-2 win as Mazzotta had two 
hits and an RBI.

PUTNAM VALLEY entered the week 
on a two-game skid, but that was quickly 
forgotten as the Tigers went 3 for 3.

The Tigers mercied Edgemont, 16-1, 
outhit Irvington, 13-1, and defeated the 
other Tigers, North Salem, 9-5.

Jessica Pierce and Emily McKenna 
spearheaded the offense against 
Edgemont, each collecting three hits and 

four RBI. Allie Dick doubled twice and 
also drove in four.

Allie Dick doubled among her three 
hits and had two RBI against Irvington. 
Susanna Granieri and Alex Waters each 
had two hits. Waters collected three RBI 
and Granieri added two.

Putnam Valley completed the perfect 
week against North Salem by scoring five 
runs in the fifth to take a 7-3 lead.

Meghan O’Leary delivered her first 

career home run among her three hits. 
She also scored three runs and knocked in 
two. Granieri added two hits, two RBI and 
two runs score and Waters doubled and 
drove in two.

MAHOPAC lost a heartbreaker to 
Brewster, 3-2, in the bottom of the seventh 
inning. The Indians followed with losses 
to John Jay-East Fishkill and Ketcham.

“Although these were two tough losses, 
the girls are ready and excited to take on 

the teams this week,” Mahopac coach 
Amanda Gambacorta said. “Unlike last 
week, this past game against Brewster we 
were mentally tough, defensively solid, 
and offensively aggressive. The girls came 
together as a team and fed off each other’s 
energy. Our goal was to come out strong 
and to score in the first inning and we did.”

Shannon Becker had two hits and 
an RBI. She also struck out four. Kim 
Astrologo doubled and scored.

continued  on next page
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Yorktown’s Hunter Embury (23) and Shane Dahlke (29) celebrate one of  six  
goals they would combine for in Huskers’ 12-3 win over Lakeland-Panas in Murphy 
Cup win.

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

Yorktown High came out zooming in 
the 28th annual Murphy Cup game against 
visiting Lakeland/Panas last Saturday, and 
the state-ranked (No.3) Huskers (8-3) 
didn’t take the pedal off the medal until 
building a nine-goal cushion in a 12-3 
win over the shell-shocked Rebels (11-2) 
at Charlie Murphy Field.

In a game that probably could have 
been worse than the final score would 
indicate, Yorktown senior captain Kyle 
Casey delivered time and time again, 
scoring three goals and setting up three 
more; doing so with the initials C.M. 
eye-blacked into his face and Yorktown’s 
robust tradition on his mind.

“We all wish we could have met him,” 
Casey said of Charlie Murphy, the beloved 
Godfather of Yorktown lacrosse, the man 
partly responsible for helping to build 
a nationally-respected empire before 
passing away in 2005. “The only reason 
we play lacrosse in this town is because 
of Charlie Murphy, and we want to make 
sure the cup comes home every year. It 
means so much to us. It’s the biggest game 
of our regular season every year. Coaches 
talk about it every day. Every year we get 
the Charlie Murphy speeches to remind 
us.

“We were not going to give them a shot 
today,” Casey added after scoring his 43rd 
points of the season. “It’s my senior year 
and the seniors reminded each other that 
we’d never play in another Murphy Cup 
game, so we just wanted to go out with a 
bang. I was lucky and fortunate to play the 

way I did today.”
The first quarter set 

the tone and it was 
never a game from 
that point on, as state-
ranked (No.13) Class A 
Lakeland/Panas never 
got any traction against 
the 2016 NYS Class B 
runner-up Huskers, who 
went 25-3 in Murphy 
Cup games and have 
won the last seven in a 
row.

Yorktown M Hunter 
Embury was prepared 
from the get-go. His 
spinning left-hand crank 
in the opening minute 
gave the Huskers a 1-0 
lead. Casey followed 
high at far post of Rebel 
keeper Kevin Dykman 
(6 saves) and crafty 
Jamison Embury (2G, 
3A) went low, providing 
the Huskers a 3-0 lead, 
giving him 44 points to lead all Huskers.

Three minutes in, the Rebels were 
calling for a timeout.

“We’ weren’t prepared and that’s on me,” 
Lakeland/Panas boss Jim Lindsay said.

Hunter Embury scored his second 
of three goals (24 for the year) when he 
dodged man-
up for a 4-0 
lead. Casey 
then dished 
twice, finding 
Shane Dahlke 

(3G) and Hunter Embury for a 6-0 lead 
after the game’s first quarter expired.

“That was key,” Yorktown Coach Sean 
Carney said of the start. “That’s key to 
any game, but in a rivalry game with 
everything on the line, that’s vital. We 
wanted to come out flying. The kids are 
typically motivated for the Murphy Cup, 

so to win the ground balls, that really set 
a tone.”

Hunter Embury, Anthony Altimari 
and Brendan Williams controlled the X, 
winning 63% of the draws.

“It starts out with our face-off guys,” 
Notre Dame-bound All-American senior 
Jose Boyer said. “I don’t think they lose 

one of the first six face-offs. They did 
awesome. Our offense did a great job 
of controlling the ball and canning 
their shots and face-off guys on the 
wing were awesome. Obvisouly, we’re 
not the same defense without Brett 
(Makar, injured and out for the game). 
He’s an amazing player, but Connor 
(Koelsch), Brandon (Meyreles) and 
C.P., Chris Perrino, all stepped up 
today, and Louis (Ragusa, 8 saves) 
made all the stops today. 

“The main goal is in sight, but we’ve 
got a lot of big games to play,” said 
Boyer, who should be a shoe-in for a 
second All-American nod later this 
month. “We hadn’t played in a while 
and we did a great job against a great 
team today. Winning the Murph Cup 
is one of the most prestigious things 
you can do here at Yorktown. Every 
time we win it, it’s awesome. Nothing 
can top that.”

Well, maybe Yorktown’s 40th Section 
1 championship overall or its eighth 
NYS title in AD Fio Nardone’s final go 
could do so…

SOMERS continued to creep below 
the Class B radar, doing so with an 
impressive 14-7 win over Class A Fox 
Lane. Somers got five goals and an 
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Jubilant Huskers retain Murphy Cup after sterling 12-3 win over visitng Lakeland-Panas. Saturday.
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All Yorktown From Start to Finish in 12-3 Murphy Cup Win
Class A Lakeland/Panas Underwhelming in Loss to Class B Heavy; Somers Strong in Win vs. Foxes

Huskers Justin Cavallo and Kyle Casey celebrate a Casey goal in 
Yorktown’s 12-3 Murphy Cup win over Lakeland-Panas.

L-P goalie Kevin Dykman throws cross check on Yorktown M Jamison 
Hunter (2G, 3A) in Huskers’ 12-3 Murphy Cup win over Rebels.

assist from Vince Cartelli 
and three goals and three 
assists from Graham 
Roediger as the Tuskers 
improved to 8-6…

CARMEL (7-5), which 
was blown out by Croton, 
HEN HUD (4-8), which 
scored once in a 3-1 loss 
to Lourdes (yes, Lourdes), 
PUT VALLEY (6-7) and 
BREWSTER (3-10) have 
all been underwhelming 
this season. It would 
take quite a bit for any 
one of them to advance 
to the second round of 
the playoffs this season; 
though that’s the goal. I 
would say Put Valley and 
Hen Hud need to find 
a way in Class C, or this 
will be a tough year to 
look back upon…

There have been 
some down years in the 
Northern Westchester/

Putnam region before, 
but it’s tough to spot 
the contenders from the 
pretenders this season 
(Putnam County is 
way down) because the 
contenders seem few and 
far between, though we 
hope like heck we’re wrong. 
Still, there’s a clear path to a 
Class A championship for 
Lakeland/Panas, if they can 
put the Yorktown debacle 
behind them, and another 
for Yorktown in Class B, 
though John Jay CR, and 
my man, Indian Coach 
Tim Schurr, and his Indians 
are worthier than many 
observers believe…

Scoring Leaders: 
Ossining’s Liam Connor has 
57 points for the 1-13 Pride; 
Sean Makar has 63 for the 

Rebels; Luke Colon has 43 for Croton; 
Connor Gallagher has 42 for Hen Hud; 
Fallo has 41 for Rebels, including one in 
Murphy Cup loss; Mike Nolan leads Put 
Valley with 32

NWE/Putnam Examiner Fab Five
(Includes only teams in N.West/

Putnam area) 
No.1 YORKTOWN – The Huskers 

have put some serious distance between 
themselves and the four teams beneath 
them in this poll.

No.2 LAKELAND/PANAS – Stunning 
to see L/P crush Somers, 17-5, and then 
get absolutely waxed by Yorktown. Stars 
have to play like stars if Rebels are going 
to win third title in four years, otherwise 
we’ll just hand Class A crown back to 
Mamaroneck.

No.3 SOMERS – Even more stunning 
to see what the Rebels did to the Tuskers. 
How can we continue to tout the Tuskers 
as legit Class B challengers after that 
effort? Will the real Slim Shady please 
stand up?

No.4 MAHOPAC – Wasn’t expecting 
the see the letter L up alongside recent 
losses to Scarsdale (4-3) and Fox Lane 
(7-6). I was told by some Indians not to 
sleep on Mahopac, but I’m getting a tad bit 
weary with the Indians having now lost to 
every upper echelon team in Class A (L/P, 
Mamo, Foxes and Muffy/Buffy), if there’s 
even such a thing as upper ech’ in Class A 
this season.

No.5 HEN HUD – Even the most 
ardent supporter of Sailors (4-8) sports 
had to be shocked by the sub-par 3-1 loss 
to Lourdes; seriously?

Yorktown captain Kyle Casey exalts after hitting for one of  his game-
high six points (3G, 3A) in Huskers’ 12-3 Murphy Cup win over 
Lakeland-Panas Saturday.

Yorktown G Louis Ragusa goes high to make save on L-P’s Tim Fallo 
in 12-3 Husker win.

Yorktown pole Brandon Meyreles puts a check on Lakeland-Panas 
middie TJ Bryan in Huskers’ 12-3 Murphy Cup win over Rebels.

Yorktown poles Connor Koelsch (L) and Brandon Meyreles close in on L-P senior Tim Fallo in Huskers’ 
12-3 Murphy Cup win over Rebels.

Husker players celebrate one of  12 goals, which could have been 
much more, had they not taken their foot off  the gas in nine-goal 
rout of  Lakeland-Panas.
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Yorktown’s Hunter Embury (23) and Shane Dahlke (29) celebrate one of  six  
goals they would combine for in Huskers’ 12-3 win over Lakeland-Panas in Murphy 
Cup win.

By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
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Yorktown High came out zooming in 
the 28th annual Murphy Cup game against 
visiting Lakeland/Panas last Saturday, and 
the state-ranked (No.3) Huskers (8-3) 
didn’t take the pedal off the medal until 
building a nine-goal cushion in a 12-3 
win over the shell-shocked Rebels (11-2) 
at Charlie Murphy Field.

In a game that probably could have 
been worse than the final score would 
indicate, Yorktown senior captain Kyle 
Casey delivered time and time again, 
scoring three goals and setting up three 
more; doing so with the initials C.M. 
eye-blacked into his face and Yorktown’s 
robust tradition on his mind.

“We all wish we could have met him,” 
Casey said of Charlie Murphy, the beloved 
Godfather of Yorktown lacrosse, the man 
partly responsible for helping to build 
a nationally-respected empire before 
passing away in 2005. “The only reason 
we play lacrosse in this town is because 
of Charlie Murphy, and we want to make 
sure the cup comes home every year. It 
means so much to us. It’s the biggest game 
of our regular season every year. Coaches 
talk about it every day. Every year we get 
the Charlie Murphy speeches to remind 
us.

“We were not going to give them a shot 
today,” Casey added after scoring his 43rd 
points of the season. “It’s my senior year 
and the seniors reminded each other that 
we’d never play in another Murphy Cup 
game, so we just wanted to go out with a 
bang. I was lucky and fortunate to play the 

way I did today.”
The first quarter set 

the tone and it was 
never a game from 
that point on, as state-
ranked (No.13) Class A 
Lakeland/Panas never 
got any traction against 
the 2016 NYS Class B 
runner-up Huskers, who 
went 25-3 in Murphy 
Cup games and have 
won the last seven in a 
row.

Yorktown M Hunter 
Embury was prepared 
from the get-go. His 
spinning left-hand crank 
in the opening minute 
gave the Huskers a 1-0 
lead. Casey followed 
high at far post of Rebel 
keeper Kevin Dykman 
(6 saves) and crafty 
Jamison Embury (2G, 
3A) went low, providing 
the Huskers a 3-0 lead, 
giving him 44 points to lead all Huskers.

Three minutes in, the Rebels were 
calling for a timeout.

“We’ weren’t prepared and that’s on me,” 
Lakeland/Panas boss Jim Lindsay said.

Hunter Embury scored his second 
of three goals (24 for the year) when he 
dodged man-
up for a 4-0 
lead. Casey 
then dished 
twice, finding 
Shane Dahlke 

(3G) and Hunter Embury for a 6-0 lead 
after the game’s first quarter expired.

“That was key,” Yorktown Coach Sean 
Carney said of the start. “That’s key to 
any game, but in a rivalry game with 
everything on the line, that’s vital. We 
wanted to come out flying. The kids are 
typically motivated for the Murphy Cup, 

so to win the ground balls, that really set 
a tone.”

Hunter Embury, Anthony Altimari 
and Brendan Williams controlled the X, 
winning 63% of the draws.

“It starts out with our face-off guys,” 
Notre Dame-bound All-American senior 
Jose Boyer said. “I don’t think they lose 

one of the first six face-offs. They did 
awesome. Our offense did a great job 
of controlling the ball and canning 
their shots and face-off guys on the 
wing were awesome. Obvisouly, we’re 
not the same defense without Brett 
(Makar, injured and out for the game). 
He’s an amazing player, but Connor 
(Koelsch), Brandon (Meyreles) and 
C.P., Chris Perrino, all stepped up 
today, and Louis (Ragusa, 8 saves) 
made all the stops today. 

“The main goal is in sight, but we’ve 
got a lot of big games to play,” said 
Boyer, who should be a shoe-in for a 
second All-American nod later this 
month. “We hadn’t played in a while 
and we did a great job against a great 
team today. Winning the Murph Cup 
is one of the most prestigious things 
you can do here at Yorktown. Every 
time we win it, it’s awesome. Nothing 
can top that.”

Well, maybe Yorktown’s 40th Section 
1 championship overall or its eighth 
NYS title in AD Fio Nardone’s final go 
could do so…

SOMERS continued to creep below 
the Class B radar, doing so with an 
impressive 14-7 win over Class A Fox 
Lane. Somers got five goals and an 
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Jubilant Huskers retain Murphy Cup after sterling 12-3 win over visitng Lakeland-Panas. Saturday.
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All Yorktown From Start to Finish in 12-3 Murphy Cup Win
Class A Lakeland/Panas Underwhelming in Loss to Class B Heavy; Somers Strong in Win vs. Foxes

Huskers Justin Cavallo and Kyle Casey celebrate a Casey goal in 
Yorktown’s 12-3 Murphy Cup win over Lakeland-Panas.

L-P goalie Kevin Dykman throws cross check on Yorktown M Jamison 
Hunter (2G, 3A) in Huskers’ 12-3 Murphy Cup win over Rebels.

assist from Vince Cartelli 
and three goals and three 
assists from Graham 
Roediger as the Tuskers 
improved to 8-6…

CARMEL (7-5), which 
was blown out by Croton, 
HEN HUD (4-8), which 
scored once in a 3-1 loss 
to Lourdes (yes, Lourdes), 
PUT VALLEY (6-7) and 
BREWSTER (3-10) have 
all been underwhelming 
this season. It would 
take quite a bit for any 
one of them to advance 
to the second round of 
the playoffs this season; 
though that’s the goal. I 
would say Put Valley and 
Hen Hud need to find 
a way in Class C, or this 
will be a tough year to 
look back upon…

There have been 
some down years in the 
Northern Westchester/

Putnam region before, 
but it’s tough to spot 
the contenders from the 
pretenders this season 
(Putnam County is 
way down) because the 
contenders seem few and 
far between, though we 
hope like heck we’re wrong. 
Still, there’s a clear path to a 
Class A championship for 
Lakeland/Panas, if they can 
put the Yorktown debacle 
behind them, and another 
for Yorktown in Class B, 
though John Jay CR, and 
my man, Indian Coach 
Tim Schurr, and his Indians 
are worthier than many 
observers believe…

Scoring Leaders: 
Ossining’s Liam Connor has 
57 points for the 1-13 Pride; 
Sean Makar has 63 for the 

Rebels; Luke Colon has 43 for Croton; 
Connor Gallagher has 42 for Hen Hud; 
Fallo has 41 for Rebels, including one in 
Murphy Cup loss; Mike Nolan leads Put 
Valley with 32
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them in this poll.

No.2 LAKELAND/PANAS – Stunning 
to see L/P crush Somers, 17-5, and then 
get absolutely waxed by Yorktown. Stars 
have to play like stars if Rebels are going 
to win third title in four years, otherwise 
we’ll just hand Class A crown back to 
Mamaroneck.

No.3 SOMERS – Even more stunning 
to see what the Rebels did to the Tuskers. 
How can we continue to tout the Tuskers 
as legit Class B challengers after that 
effort? Will the real Slim Shady please 
stand up?

No.4 MAHOPAC – Wasn’t expecting 
the see the letter L up alongside recent 
losses to Scarsdale (4-3) and Fox Lane 
(7-6). I was told by some Indians not to 
sleep on Mahopac, but I’m getting a tad bit 
weary with the Indians having now lost to 
every upper echelon team in Class A (L/P, 
Mamo, Foxes and Muffy/Buffy), if there’s 
even such a thing as upper ech’ in Class A 
this season.

No.5 HEN HUD – Even the most 
ardent supporter of Sailors (4-8) sports 
had to be shocked by the sub-par 3-1 loss 
to Lourdes; seriously?

Yorktown captain Kyle Casey exalts after hitting for one of  his game-
high six points (3G, 3A) in Huskers’ 12-3 Murphy Cup win over 
Lakeland-Panas Saturday.

Yorktown G Louis Ragusa goes high to make save on L-P’s Tim Fallo 
in 12-3 Husker win.

Yorktown pole Brandon Meyreles puts a check on Lakeland-Panas 
middie TJ Bryan in Huskers’ 12-3 Murphy Cup win over Rebels.

Yorktown poles Connor Koelsch (L) and Brandon Meyreles close in on L-P senior Tim Fallo in Huskers’ 
12-3 Murphy Cup win over Rebels.

Husker players celebrate one of  12 goals, which could have been 
much more, had they not taken their foot off  the gas in nine-goal 
rout of  Lakeland-Panas.
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Despite the late-game heroics of  Brewster slugger Lindsey McLaughlin, who’s sixth-inning home run (inset) gave the once-jubilant Bears a short-lived 2-1 lead, Brewster was unable to hold on in a 
3-2 league loss to host Lakeland last Thursday... see Softball Notebook

Tardy to the Party!

Brewster Squanders 
Late Lead, Falls to 

Lakeland, 3-2
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