
By David Propper
With New York State assessments 

taking place last week for English and 
Language Arts, parents across Putnam 
County once again had to decide if their 
child or children were going to take the 
controversial exams connected to the 
Common Core. 

The Mahopac and Carmel school 
districts led the way with the highest 
percentage of test refusals. In Mahopac 
the refusal rate was 56 percent and in 
Carmel 37 percent of students didn’t take 
the exams. In Putnam Valley 28 percent 
of students didn’t take the test and in 
Brewster about 30 percent of students 
opted out. On the west side of the county, 
Garrison reported 28 percent of students 
didn’t participate and Haldane reported 
only 9 percent of students refused. 

Regionally, it appeared that refusals 
were less than previous years. 

The state exams are for students in 

grades 3-8 that last three days and so 
far only ELA has been given. Math will 
come at a later date this school year. 

Putnam Valley Superintendent 
of Schools Dr. Fran Wills, who is a 
proponent of taking the exams, wrote 
in a district wide post on the school 
website a couple weeks ago that the state 
has made several changes to improve the 
exams since they were first implemented. 
She listed the tests are shorter and the 
ELA and math exams are spread out. 
She wrote that both parents and teachers 
could see the tests from the previous 
year and teachers are now involved in 
the test creation. The tests are also only a 
small fraction on how a teachers’ annual 
professional performance review is 
determined, she wrote. 

She warned parents if enough students 
don’t take the exams, Putnam Valley 
could be designated a “School in Need of 
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Director Heather Palkewick and Assistant Director Victoria Velders of  the Mahopac Middle School 
Theatre Company saw 49 of  its 6-8th grade members perform the classic Peter Pan last Saturday 
at Mahopac Middle School to three packed houses.
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By David Propper
The Brewster Farmers’ Market has left 

the Village of Brewster and partnered 
with the Hudson Valley Regional Farmers 
Market, which began the joint venture 
this past weekend, the two organizations 
announced last week. 

Brewster resident Jack Gress of the 
Coalition for a Better Brewster, which ran 
the village farmers’ market, said while he’s 
disappointed to move the market beyond 
village borders, it was a business decision 
that needed to be made. The entire 
coalition board made the determination 
after multiple meetings and speaking 
with vendors of the market, Gress said. 

The partnership is deemed “One Local 
Market” and is located off Route 22 at 
15 Mount Ebo Rd. South in the Town 
of Southeast from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on 
Sundays.

“I think the coalition made a smart 
move,” Gress, who has been part of the 
effort for 22 years, said. “We’re going to 
make a very, very strong effort to make 
this work.”

The One Local Market features fresh 
foods and goods, Gress said.

The move was a result of the farmers’ 
market struggle in the village.

Brewster Market Partners 
With Hudson Valley Venue

continued on page 6
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By David Propper
When former CEO/executive director 

of the Greater Mahopac-Carmel 
Chamber of Commerce, Erin Meagher, 
was charged with stealing from the 
business organization, Joseph Tock 
admitted the chamber suffered a black 
eye.

But he told chamber members during 
a State of the Chamber address last week, 
the non-profit hasn’t been hit with a 
knockout punch. 

In light of the allegations, Tock, the 
legal counsel for the chamber, updated 
fellow chamber members last Tuesday at 
Four Brothers Restaurant in Mahopac. 
Tock, during brief remarks, gave further 
details about Meagher’s grand larceny 
arrest, including a firmer timeline of 
events and how the board internally 
handled the situation when financial 
discrepancies apparently arose. Meagher 
worked for the chamber for 13 months.

Tock described the alleged theft as 
a clever scheme meant to defraud the 
Mahopac chamber of commerce. He said 
about a month ago, board president and 
vice president, Faith Ann Butcher and 
Amy Sayegh, respectively, uncovered 
the potential theft. Once they discovered 
something, the two called Tock and the 
trio immediately met up. 

During those four weeks leading to 
the arrest, Tock, Butcher and Sayegh met 
at Tock’s law office on Route 6, instead 
of the chamber office because Meagher 
might be there, he said. At his office, 
they reviewed documents and financial 
statements over several days and then 
called the district attorney’s office. 

From there, Tock, assistant district 
attorney Larry Glasser, a district attorney 
investigator and sheriff office personnel 
all met multiple times and went over “a 
lot of evidence.” 

By March 21, the board was ready 
to act and so was law enforcement. 
Tock said at about 9:30 a.m. Meagher 
was fired from her position and then 
that afternoon she was arrested by the 
sheriff ’s department. The same night, 
an emergency board meeting was held 
where Tock urged board members--
all volunteers--to not speak to press 
or comment about the arrest on social 
media because some board members are 
witnesses to the allegations. 

Tock also thought it was important to 
have one voice, and the local attorney 
thought he was the best person to fit that 
mold. 

“You have a right to feel angry, you 

By David Propper
When Richard Ruchala heard about 

the accusations leveled against his 
former employee Erin Meagher, he 
couldn’t believe it. For someone who 
knows Meagher in both a professional 
and personal capacity, hearing she 
might have stolen from the Greater 
Mahopac-Carmel Chamber of 
Commerce came as a shock for the 
Brewster business owner. 

Meagher worked for Ruchala at the 
Brewster Shipping Center for about 
four years and his experience with 
her was only positive, he said in an 
interview last week. Even when she was 
in high school, Ruchala can recall her 
hanging around the center because her 
father worked there. 

Ruchala lauded Meagher for her work 
ethic at the shipping center, noting she 
did great things for his business. 

“She was very important in building 
(the business) and increasing the gross 
sales and profit,” Ruchala said. “And 
I was shocked and saddened to hear 
about any allegations.”

The allegations include one count of 
grand larceny in which Meagher was 
arrested on March 21. She’s accused 

Mahopac Chamber Reveals More 
Details Leading to CEO’s Arrest

Former Employer of Meagher 
Shocked Over Allegations

FILE PHOTO
Former Mahopac chamber CEO Erin Meagher and 
Brewster Shipping Center owner Rich Ruchala 
when Meagher worked for the shipping center.

Q: Did I simply twist my ankle, or is it a sprain?  
A: Confusion over what constitutes a sprained ankle 
is common. A sprain is defined as a stretched or torn 
ligament – the tough, fibrous tissue that connects 
one bone to another and supports your joints. By far 
the most common type of sprain is in the ankle. Ankle 
sprains happen when the foot twists, rolls or turns in 
a manner that causes the ligaments to stretch beyond 
their normal length. While the intensity varies, pain, 
bruising, swelling, and inflammation are common 
to all sprains.  

Q: If my ankle is swollen and tender, 
what should I do?
A: Be sure to practice RICE immediately: Rest, Ice, 
Compress and Elevate. Sit or lie down, put your ankle 
up on some pillows, wrap it with an ace bandage, and 
ice it for 20 to 30 minutes several times a day. 

If you can’t put weight on the joint, you should see a 
doctor immediately. After the ankle is evaluated and 
other injuries such as fractures or tendon damage are 
ruled out, and depending on the severity of the sprain, 
you may be able to start rehabilitating your ankle. 

Q: What can I expect from rehab?
A: With a severe sprain, I often put a boot on the 
patient for two weeks or so and start physical therapy 
to strengthen the ankle as soon as possible. One 
exercise patients can try is writing the alphabet in 
the air with their big toe. Another is standing on one 
foot with your eyes closed. The goal is to work up to a 
minute. This improves your balance and strengthens 
the muscles that stabilize your joint.

Following through on rehab is key. The single highest 
risk factor for ankle sprain is having a history of sprain. 
Completing an appropriate rehabilitation program and 
utilizing at least short-term bracing will decrease future 
risk of an ankle sprain.

Kurt Voellmicke, MD, FAAOS 
Director, Foot and Ankle Section
Orthopedic & Spine Institute
Northern Westchester Hospital

nwhorthoandspine.org/DrVoellmicke

Ask the doctor

400 East Main Street  |  Mount Kisco, NY 10549    
914.666.1200  |  www.nwhc.net

The Pain Of An Ankle Sprain
What it is and how to treat it…

To learn more about Dr. Voellmicke 
and the Orthopedic & Spine Institute 
at Northern Westchester Hospital, 
visit www.nwhorthoandspine.org

* American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons

Did you know?
Approximately 25,000 people suffer 
from a sprained ankle each day.*
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have a right to feel upset, you have a right 
to feel betrayed,” Tock said, adding later. 
“We’ve been around for 69 years and I 
submit to you despite the black eye, we’re 
going to be around for another 69 years, 
at a minimum.”

The chamber also has an insurance 
policy, Tock noted and whatever money 
went missing will be replaced and the 
chamber would be made whole again. 

Tock said he’s met with personnel 
from the district attorney’s office about 
eight times over the past three and a 
half weeks and said the investigation 
was ongoing as of last week. Right now, 
Meagher is accused of stealing more 
than $1,000, Tock said, which equates 
to grand larceny in the 4th degree, an E 
felony. 

“The district attorney has indicated 
there may be additional charges and that 
is certainly a possibility,” Tock said. “Sit 
tight.”

Meagher has denied the accusations 
leveled against her. Meagher’s attorney, 
Kevin Reverri, said Meagher would be 
vindicated when all the facts are released. 

“I believe that I was targeted because 
of my youth and political affiliation with 
numerous organizations,” Meagher said 

in a statement to The Putnam Examiner 
following her arrest. 

Two weeks ago Tock, on behalf of 
the chamber, wrote a strongly worded 
statement to fellow chamber members 
and the press, accusing Meagher of using 
the chamber debit card as her personal 
slush fund to purchase clothes, handbags, 
shoes and jewelry. He additionally 
accused her of fabricating false invoices 
from Amazon to fool the chamber board 
of directors.

Both Tock and Butcher told members 
the chamber would work toward 
implementing better financial controls 
and policies in the coming months. 

Near the end of his remarks, Tock 
reminded chamber members the 
community events the chamber 
organizes, the money it contributes 
toward scholarships and its other 
community involvement. 

Meagher has a court date scheduled for 
April 11 in Town of Carmel Justice Court 
at 6 p.m. Tock encouraged chamber 
members to attend the court appearance. 

“I have a lot of confidence in the 
district attorney’s office that they will 
do the best possible job,” Tock said. 
“that they will vigorously prosecute this 
person and they should.”

of using the chamber debit card to 
purchase clothes and jewelry for 
herself. Meagher has denied the charge 
against her and her attorney said she 
would ultimately be vindicated. An 
investigation by the Putnam County 
District Attorney’s Office and Sheriff ’s 
Office was ongoing as of last week.

Ruchala said Meagher had full access 
to cash at the center and a problem 
never came up. Anytime the shipping 
center had to undertake an important 
or special project, Ruchala noted she 
was very good about getting the job 
done.

“She did whatever was necessary,” 
Ruchala said. “She was very good about 
that.”

Ruchala panned the press release sent 
out by the Mahopac chamber about the 
accusations, calling it “overkill” and 
“poorly spirited.”

Ironically, Ruchala said Meagher 
recently convinced him to join the 
Mahopac chamber and he gave her a 
check toward his membership fee on 
March 20. She was arrested the next 
day. 

Meagher, who lives in the village, 
remains a village board trustee. Her 
colleagues on the board addressed the 

accusations on the village website and 
over social media. The three other 
trustees and Mayor Jim Schoenig stated 
they continue to monitor the situation 
and would keep the public informed 
on how the allegations against her may 
affect her position on the board. 

“The residents of the Village of 
Brewster can rest assured that as an 
individual Trustee, Ms. Meagher 
was never in control of any Village 
finances, and had no expense account 
of any kind through the Village,” the 
rest of the village board wrote. “Any 
and all financial decisions of the 
Village, including expenditures, must 
be approved by the Board of Trustees.  
Further, there are audits and controls in 
place to ensure that the Village Budget 
is adhered to in all respects.”

There is no love lost between Meagher 
and the rest of the village board. 
Meagher, when she ran for the village 
board in 2013 and 2015, was critical of 
board practices. She ran against Trustee 
Christine Piccini in 2013 and lost and 
then ran again in hopes of knocking 
Piccini off, but instead it was former 
Trustee and Meagher’s running mate 
Terri Stockburger that lost in a four-
way race for two open seats. 

Mahopac Chamber Reveals More 
Details Leading to CEO’s Arrest

Former Employer of Meagher 
Shocked Over Allegations
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Improvement” and damage the school’s 
reputation and community standing.

“We understand that there continue 
to be questions about the direction of 
New York’s educational initiatives,” Wills 
wrote. “However, much has changed, 
and we need to be sure that our students 
are meeting the standards that measure 
their progress and the District’s efforts 
to provide a meaningful and engaging 
educational program.”

Brewster Superintendent of Schools 
Dr. Valerie Henning said there have been 

favorable changes like giving students 
unlimited test time and splitting the 
ELA and math exams by several weeks, 
which reduces stress. But she didn’t 
know if enough was done, considering 
opt out rates are still steady in places like 
Brewster. 

“If they really want to make some 
changes, I think they really need to look 
at that construct of spreading it over the 
course of the school year and making 
it shorter and really pinpointing what 
exactly is important to test our children 
on,” Henning said. “They also have 

to absolutely not make the test scores 
something that determines whether a 
teacher or principal gets to keep his or 
her job.”

Henning said school systems like 
Brewster are concerned about the 
ramifications the district could face for 
high refusal rates. In the Every Student 
Succeeds Act, it is written that a district 
could be penalized if the test participation 
falls below 95 percent. A negative 
designation could be given to the school 
system and require an improvement plan 
that takes a lot of effort, she said.

“We certainly don’t want to be a 
recipient of a designation or loss of 
funds,” Henning said. 

Carmel school board member John 
Curzio believes many students in Carmel 
opted out because the Common Core 
standards are “fundamentally flawed” 
and have actually been lowered from past 
standards. Curzio did stress the decision 
is a personal one for parents to ultimately 
make. 

While the tests have changed, Curzio 
said parents are still refusing to have 
their child or children take the exams 
as a form of protest. Because the state 
studies those tests and come to different 
conclusions, not having all students take 
the tests undermine what the state can 
look at.

“I think the changes they did make 
were in good faith,” Curzio said. “I 
just think (the tests) have to be totally 
overhauled.”

Curzio said he doesn’t think there 
was as much awareness for the opt-out 
movement this year because it’s fallen out 
of the national spotlight. It was a huge 
issue during the presidential election in 
2016 and also in 2014 during the New 
York governor’s race, he noted. 

He doesn’t believe Carmel or other 
school systems would face consequences 
for high refusal rates because “so many 
districts are above 5 percent it’s probably 
virtually everybody.”

A parent in the Brewster school 
district, Mark Hegenauer, said he’s opted 
out either one or both of his daughters 
for the past four years. Originally, 
Hegenauer, who is a teacher in lower 
Westchester, had his oldest daughter 
take the state tests in 2012. But once he 
proctored the tests for his own students, 
he found major flaws, including the 
length and convoluted questions and 
thought his daughter had no business 
taking the tests. 

“The tests were much better years ago,” 
Hegenauer, who now has a 6th and 8th 
grader, said. “Back in the day they were 
reasonable.” 

Hegenauer said a regional decrease of 
refusals could be pointed to parents of 
younger students not completely aware 
of the perils of the state tests. He believes 
there needs to be a better effort year-to-
year informing parents with students just 
starting the testing program. 

While advocates for the tests have 
argued many changes have been made, 
Hegenauer believes that’s simply spin 
from the state Education Department. 
He said the tests are still crafted by 
corporations that are out of touch with 
students. Instead, he wants teachers to 
determine the make-up of the exams.

“Because it should reflect the work that 
is done in the classroom,” Hegenauer 
said. “The instruction students are given 
everyday should be assessed, not some 
random ideas by some corporations.”

With State Exams Come Opt-outs in Putnam Schools
continued from page 1
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By David Propper
It took an additional week for the Cold 

Spring mayoral race to be determined, 
but once the dust settled it was incumbent 
Dave Merandy who was declared the 
definitive winner last Tuesday.

Once absentee ballots were counted, 
Merandy pulled through against upstart 
challenger Alison Anthoine by just 23 
votes to remain mayor for a little more 
than two years. This village election was 
the final one to take place in March before 
Cold Spring begins holding them in 
November 2018. 

Merandy went into the absentee 
counting--which took place at the Putnam 
County Board of Elections in Carmel-
-leading by 22 votes. Of the 41 absentee 
ballots counted, Merandy earned 21 votes 
and Anthoine received 20 votes. Merandy 
finished with 390 tallies and Anthoine 
with 367 votes. 

Afterward, a relieved Merandy was 
all smiles after surviving a scare from 
Anthoine, who never ran for public office 
before this year. The former Philipstown 
town board member and former Haldane 
Board of Education member thanked 
supporters, but acknowledged his win 
was hardly overwhelming. 

On hand for the counting and sitting 
with Merandy were trustees Marie Early 
and Fran Murphy, who both secured easy 
victories on village Election Day. (Murphy 

finished with more than 500 votes to lead 
all trustees.)

Merandy said as last Tuesday 
approached, he was cautiously optimistic 
he’d hold on.  

“I’m happy to be back and ready to get 
back to work,” Merandy said. “I’m really 
happy my trustees are back in office, too.” 

Anthoine, who was pleased with her 
performance on election night, said she 
was still thrilled with her near victory. 
Anthoine noted on election night she’s 
been living in the village for only six years 
and brought a more established office 
holder and longtime resident to the brink 
of defeat. 

“I got so close, Anthoine said. “And no 
one thought I could do it.”

She vowed to continue to build bridges 
between certain groups in the village and 
stressed she believes Cold Spring is too 
small to have national politics separate 
residents. She hopes to see residents get 
on the same page to achieve community 
goals. 

Going into the absentee counting, 
Anthoine said she too, was cautiously 
optimistic because she was told many 
of the voters would be seniors -- a 
demographic Anthoine thought she 
would do well with. 

Anthoine said she isn’t sure what her 
next move in the village will be, but 
nevertheless wants to remains involved. 

“They haven’t heard the end of me yet,” 
Anthoine said. “That’s for sure.”

Merandy said going into his second 
term, he needs to better understand why 
residents were split on his performance as 
mayor during his first term. Considering 
what he believes the village accomplished, 
Merandy said it was a mystery why the 
mayoral race was so close.

But he thinks the federal lawsuit filed 
by developer Paul Guillaro concerning 
the Butterfield redevelopment project 

hurt his reelection bid. Merandy and the 
village were served the lawsuit the day 
after the election on March 22.

“I think it kept up people’s thoughts 
that I was mishandling village monies 
or putting us in a state of liability. I don’t 
know what I need to do to convince those 
people, but we’ll try our best,” Merandy 
said. “We’ll keep going, we’ll keep doing 
things and hopefully our record will 
speak for itself. I might have to get out 
there a little more, definitely.” 

Merandy Declared Winner in Cold Spring Mayor Race

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Mayoral candidate Alison Anthoine, Mayor Dave Merandy, and Trustee Marie Early look on as absentee 
ballots are counted.
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By Rick Pezzullo
The Lakeland Board of Education plans 

to review the district’s “financial controls” 
following a published report that one of 
its trustees allegedly violated state law by 
exceeding a $750 annual earnings limit 
while serving on the board.

According to an article in The Journal 
News, Trustee Steve Rosen earned about 
$23,000 since 2008, receiving more than 
$750 eight of the 10 years he has served 
through his role as president of the Shrub 
Oak Athletic Club (SOAC).

On the district’s website, the Board 

of Education issued a statement Friday, 
praising Rosen’s contributions on the 
board and with the SOAC.

“Steve Rosen is known to be a tireless 
and dedicated youth volunteer in the 
school community,” the board stated. “He 
is also an important and contributory 
member of this Board of Education.”

Rosen declined to comment on the 
article when reached Friday, but noted 
he had received a lot of support from the 
community through phone calls, emails 
and text messages.

In its statement, the Board of Education 
said it would be meeting with attorneys 
to “work out an action plan to repair the 
situation regarding the payments to Board 
member Steve Rosen in excess of the $750 
annual earnings cap applicable to school 
board members during many of his 10 
years of public service on the Board.”

“The Board will review its fiduciary 
duties in addressing this matter and will 
also review the financial controls that 
allowed this situation to occur without 
the knowledge of the Board members,” 
the board stated.

In 2016, Rosen, who resides in Mohegan 
Lake and works in sales, was reelected to 
another three-year term.

Lakeland Board to Review Finances 
after Trustee Revelation 
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Organizers began to see a decrease in 
attendance for the farmers’ market when 
they moved the location from 208 Main 
Street to Wells Park last year at the request 
of the village board. Gress noted he and 
other didn’t object because it was a safer 
location with better parking and better 
facilities. At the prior market spot, Gress 
said it could be a little dangerous with a 
couple of car accidents occurring in the 
past and parking being a hassle. 

“Public safety is my number one goal,” 

Gress said.
But the move proved to a tough sell to 

vendors, many of which weren’t happy 
with the change. Because Wells Park 
is hidden off Main Street, Gress said it 
was difficult for people to visibly see the 
market. As with real estate, a farmers’ 
market is about “location, location, 
location,” Gress said.  

Just the second week into the Wells Park 
market site, Gress said three big vendors 
told organizers they were leaving and not 
coming back. Other vendors stuck it out, 
but Gress said those businesses’ profits 

were “considerably less” than past years. 
At the end of the year, Gress was notified 

another three vendors were closing up 
shop at Wells Park. He also noted the 
coalition took on a $900 loss presenting 

the farmers’ market last year.
Gress stressed he wants to see the new 

partnership work. The Hudson Valley 
Cerebral Palsy Association has agreed to 
sponsor a shuttle bus running back and 
forth from the village to the market where 
several stops will be designated along the 
route. The transportation would be free. 

But Gress said he hopes once the village 
revitalization is complete, the market 
will be back in the village. According to 
conceptual plans for the village’s future 
main hub, there would be a plaza where 
Gress would like to see the farmers’ 
market return to Main Street, calling it 
ideal.

“So we’re not completely leaving the 
village,” Gress said. “We want it to be 
in the village, but right now it’s just not 
going to work.”

Brewster Market Partners With Hudson Valley Venue
continued from page 1

The new logo for the One Local Market. 

‘We’re going to 
make a very, very 

strong effort to 
make this work.’- 

Jack Gress
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By David Propper
Since President Donald Trump has 

taken office, organizations like the 
American Civil Liberties Union have 
sparred with the Republican firebrand. 

Last week, the Putnam Democratic 
Committee hosted a representative from 
the New York Civil Liberties Union 
(the state affiliate of the ACLU) to the 
Mahopac Library to discuss protecting 
civil rights in the era of Trump. While 
Trump was mentioned, the focus turned 
out to be how New York, a predominately 
blue state, was lacking in some civil 
rights areas. 

Before the NYCLU’s Shannon Wong 
spoke, Putnam Democratic Committee 
chairman Jim Borkowski discussed 
how Jan. 28 of this year would long 
be remembered as a pivotal moment 
for civil rights. When Trump tried to 
institute a travel ban on people coming 
in from seven different Muslim majority 
countries, the judicial courts ruled 
it unconstitutional after they heard 
arguments from ACLU attorneys. 

“Someone had to stand up to President 
Trump,” Borkowski said. “They stood up 
for the civil liberties of all of us.”

Borkowski went on to argue how 
Americans are living in dangerous times 
and their civil liberties are at risk. But 
after the American Health Care Act 
failed to gain traction last month, he 
stressed Democrats and progressives can 
stop Trump.

“We can win this,” Borkowski, a former 
Republican, said. 

Wong, during her hour-long remarks, 
discussed a wide array of services and 
programs the NYCLU spearheads. While 
the ACLU handles many federal policies 
and practices, the NYCLU concerns itself 
with state and local issues. For instance, 
Wong recalled when an NYCLU chapter 
objected to an IT policy Putnam County 
wanted to impose on its employees from 
two years ago. That policy ultimately fell 
by the wayside.

Wong said one initiative the 
organization is working on is ensuring 
that New York human rights laws are 

extended to protect public school 
students from human right violations. 
Right now, public education students 
are not included, and Wong noted the 
NYCLU wants that changed because of 
the uptick of hate crimes and incidents 
across the state. 

She noted the school board association 
actually objects to changing the law 
because local schools fear liability.

She also noted the NYCLU’s push 
to have towns and counties become 
sanctuary municipalities for illegal 
immigrants. She said the organization 
wants to see local governments not honor 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) detainers and not give ICE agents 
office space or resources at a local level. 

Wong said there is a rumor that ICE 
agents attend Town of Southeast Justice 
Court trying to pick undocumented 
immigrants up after hearings. Southeast 
Councilwoman Lynne Eckardt, a 
Democrat, said she hasn’t heard of any 
instances, but would look into it. 

In order to better protect abortion 
rights, the NYCLU wants a provision 
included in the state constitution 
that stipulates a late term abortion is 

acceptable if the health of the mother 
is in danger or if the baby’s fetus is 
not viable, Wong said. Right now, the 
mother’s life is only considered, she said. 

Finally, Wong went into the New 
York legal system. She was disappointed 
Governor Andrew Cuomo vetoed 
legislation that would have shifted 
indigent legal services costs from 
counties to the state. The NYCLU is also 
demanding more accountability from 

police departments, including more 
information about how many people die 
in the course of an arrest, Wong said.   

“People thought New York was a much 
more progressive place than it is,” Wong 
said.

Some residents on hand, including 
many who are part of the county or a 
town Democratic committee, spoke out 
during question and answer portion on 
the evening. One local resident noted it 
was important for schools to strengthen 
their human rights rules because her son 
has been subjected to anti-Semitic verbal 
abuse at school.  

Bob Ferguson, a Mahopac resident 
and Carmel Democratic Committee 
member, argued the Village of Brewster 
and county are trying to gentrify the 
village with its revitalization plan to get 
Latinos out of Brewster. He said while 
Latinos in the area work hard for a good 
life, too many people in the county are 
prejudiced against them. 

 “This county is out of control with 
their spending and ideas,” Ferguson said.

Since Trump became president, Wong 
said people across the state and in the 
Lower Hudson Valley have become more 
involved with hundreds of local residents 
volunteering. 

 “We are in the fight of our lives and 
we’re ready,” she said. 

NYCLU Rep. Talks New York and Civil Liberties in Mahopac

DAVID PROPPER PHOTO
Shannon Wong of  the NYCLU speaks at the Mahopac Library last week.
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By Rick Pezzullo
State Senator Terrence Murphy (R/

Yorktown) has proposed legislation that 
would prohibit Level 2 and 3 sex offenders 
from using social media networks.

Murphy, a father of three, made his 
proposal to update Megan’s Law after a 
Katonah man was arrested this month 
for allegedly coercing a 14-year-old 
girl through social media to engage in 
sexually explicit activity.

“No child should be victimized in any 
way,” Murphy said. “I will fight every day 
to strengthen our laws to make sure we 
protect children from becoming victims 
of these reprehensible and disgusting 
acts.”

In 1996, New York State created Megan’s 
Law, in honor of seven-year-old Megan 
Kanka, who was raped and murdered in 
1994 in New Jersey by a neighbor. The 
law requires convicted sex offenders to 
register with New York State. Since its 
original passage, Murphy said society 
has seen some major shifts, including the 
explosion of social media.

 “Megan’s Law must be updated to 
prohibit the use of social media networks 
for Level 2 and 3 offenders as long as they 
are required to register with New York 
State.,” Murphy said. “A lot has changed 
since Megan’s Law was first authored. I 
intend to hold several round tables with 
state and local law enforcement, social 

services and advocates to see what other 
provisions we need to expand on.”

David Ohnmacht of Katonah spent 
eight years in prison for sexually assaulting 
girls 14 and under, and was found guilty 
of first degree rape, attempted rape, 
sodomy, sexual abuse and processing 
pictures of a sexual performance by a 
child. According to reports, Ohnmacht 
began communicating with his latest 

victim the same month that his five-year 
term of post-release supervision ended.

 “Those alleged predators have more 
access in this digital age than they’ve 
ever had before, but as parents we have 
to be the first line of defense by talking 
with them and making sure they know 
the dangers that lurk online,” said FBI 
Assistant Director William Sweeney, Jr.

 “I sincerely hope the court has no 

mercy, and if found guilty, gives him the 
maximum sentence of 50 years in prison,” 
Murphy remarked of Ohnmacht.

As a councilman in Yorktown, Murphy 
was an advocate for child safety zones and 
victim safety zones. In 2015, legislation 
sponsored by Murphy, which prohibits 
sex offenders from living within 1,500 
feet of their victim, passed the Senate but 
never made the floor of the Assembly.

Murphy Proposes Bill to Ban Sex Offenders from Using Social Media

NYS Senator Terrence Murphy.
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1606 Rte 22, Brewster
• Burner Sales, Service 
  & Installation
• Tank Removal & Installation
• Propane Available for 
  Cooking   & Heating

845-278-7312

‘I will fight every 
day to strengthen 
our laws to make 
sure we protect 
children from 

becoming victims.’ 
NYS Senator 

Terrence Murphy
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Mahopac Wine & Liquor 
Mahopac

Business 

of the Week
By Neal Rentz

Mahopac resident Theodore 
Lampropoulos said he and his father, 
Danny, opened Mahopac Wine & Liquor 
about seven weeks ago to provide its 
customers with selections not commonly 
found elsewhere in the local area. 

“There was a need for a new store in 
town,” he said. “We carry different brands 
than other people. We carry a lot of small 
batch bourbons, a lot of local stuff, Long 
Island wines. We carry wine from New 
York State. We carry a lot of wines from 
all over. We specialize in Italian wines.” 

Lampropoulos said a variety of 
bourbons are sold in the new store 
including ones from the local area, such as 
Long Island, as well as organic bourbons. 

Mahopac Wine, which opened in 
February on South Lake Boulevard, offers 
discounts.

Lampropoulos said it took about six 
months to renovate the property, which 
was formerly operated by a locksmith. The 
renovation work included putting in LED 
lights and “everything environmentally 
friendly,” including the use of recycled 
materials, he said. 

The new store’s customers come “from 
all over,” including Mahopac, Somers, 
Yorktown and Connecticut, he said. As 

for business, “so far, so good,” he said.
Lampropoulos said one of his favorite 

liquors being sold in his establishment is 
a 131 Barrel Proof Jack Daniel’s, which 
the store recently began to offer.  Another 
favorite is the rare Louis XIII cognac, 
which is imported from France.

Every Friday, from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m., the 
store holds wine tastings, with a different 
region featured each week. 

“We just educate people and tell them 
how the grapes differ by region and how 
the climate effects the grape and how 
the climate effects the quality of wine,” 
Lampropoulos said. Over the past year 
he studied information on various wine 
regions and continues his research on a 
daily basis, including reading books about 

wine, he said. He has tasted everything 
sold in his store, Lampropoulos said. He 
is in the process of earning a certification 
in the industry.

“We’re just trying to bring a new 
business to Mahopac,” Lampropoulos 
said. One of the goals is to help customers 
try a variety of wines and liquors “to 
let people decide what’s better for their 
pallet,” he said. 

Mahopac Wine & Liquor is located at 
954 S. Lake Blvd. For more information 
call 845-628-0220. 

PROVIDED PHOTO
Mahopac residents Theodore and Danny 
Lampropoulos (not pictured) recently opened 
Mahopac Wine & Liquor on South Lake Boulevard.

Putnam Humane Society 

Star’s family moved & 
was unable to take her 

with them, so she is 
wishing for a new home 

again very soon! 

We Melt the Winter Blues!

SPRING SALE
SYSTEM 2000, the most efficient heating system available! 
Save up to $1000 dollars on any new heating installation!  

Our $500 installation discount along with qualifying for a NORA 
rebate when you upgrade your efficiency, and you save a total 
$1000 on any heating installation. Then enjoy saving all year 

with greater efficiency! Free no obligation consultation 
with our design engineer! Quality guaranteed!

845 628-1330
sclafanienergy.com

APRIL SPECIALS

Check us out on Facebook
for exclusive specials!

2597 Rt. 22 Patterson
PattersonAutoBody.com 845.878 .3456

COLLISION REPAIR – We Handle your Entire Claim
Using Only Factory Authorized Parts

NYS Inspection • Air Conditioning
Wheel Alignment & Balancing

Preventive Maintenance • Towing
Car & Truck Rentals & TIRE CENTER

Your Complete Automotive Service Center
Synthetic Blend Oil
$17.95*

Up to 5 Qts motor oil

Full Synthetic Oil
$25.95*
Up to 5 Qts motor oilOR

Must call for appointment. CODE: 4OILEXM
*Sales Tax NOT Included. Cannot be combined with any other offers/coupons

*Some restrictions apply. Most cars & light duty trucks. Call for details. Gas powered vehicles.
Must present coupon at time of appointment. OFFER EXPIRES: 4/29/2017

$1 New York State Inspections
for the month of April

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
Cars & Light Duty Trucks. Restrictions apply. Call for details.

Cannot be combined with any other offers/coupons
Must present coupon at time of appointment. NYSIEXM

PAB April Specials 2017:Layout 1  3/31/17  2:01 PM  Page 1

“We’re just trying to 
bring a new business 

to Mahopac,” -  
co-owner Theodore 

Lampropoulos
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Putnam County Sheriff Donald 
B. Smith is encouraging community 
residents to support the New York State 
Sheriffs’ Institute, which began its annual 
Honorary Membership drive in Putnam 
County this week.

The Sheriffs’ Institute was established 
in 1979 to advance criminal justice 
education, prevent juvenile delinquency, 
and support victims of crime and their 
families.  Institute programs include the 
following:

Sheriffs’ Summer Camp:  
Almost 900 children from across New 

York State attend the sheriffs’ camp for 
economically challenged children, which 
is located on Keuka Lake. The Sheriffs’ 
Institute pays all costs for the campers, 
including transportation, a week of camp, 
meals, and traditional camp activities like 
sailing, archery and crafts. The camp is in 
its 41st year of operation. 

Criminal Justice Scholarship Program: 
The scholarship program provides 

one scholarship to the Criminal Justice 
Program at each of New York State’s 
Community Colleges. This program aims 

at attracting the best and the brightest 
students to a criminal justice vocation.

Victim Notification Programs:
The Sheriffs’ Victim Hotline provides 

automated notification to registered 
victims when an inmate is released. The 
Sheriffs’ Order of Protection Notification 
Program allows individuals who have 
been granted Family Court orders of 

protection to receive alerts when those 
orders are served. 

“The Sheriff ’s Institute is our partner in 
providing programs that help the people 
in our communities,” Sheriff Smith said. 
“But we really rely on the support of 
our Honorary Members for the Sheriffs’ 
Summer Camp. Their support allows 
us to send economically disadvantaged 
children to camp. These kids wouldn’t 
have a chance to go away to camp 

otherwise.”
Persons interested in learning more 

about the Sheriffs’ Summer Camp and 
other Sheriffs’ Institute Programs may 
visit www.sheriffsinstitute.org or they 
may call Ms. Pat Hughes at (518) 434-
9091 or email her at phughes@nysheriffs.
org.  The Sheriffs’ Institute is a not-for-
profit, tax-exempt organization.

The seventh annual County Health 
Rankings have been released by the 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation and 
the University of Wisconsin Population 
Health Institute. For the seventh 
consecutive year, Putnam County ranks 
among the top five counties in New York 
State. Putnam is fifth in health outcomes, 
based on length and quality of life, and 
second in health factors, the influencers of 
health. Last year Putnam was also second 
in health factors, and fourth in health 
outcomes, from among the 62 counties in 
the state. 

“Residents in Putnam County are very 
fortunate. We have a consistent pattern 
of good health, based on these rankings,” 
said County Executive MaryEllen Odell. 
“Putnam is a great place to live, work and 
prosper, while enjoying a healthy lifestyle. 

Our health department is nationally 
accredited and works tirelessly, along with 
other county agencies and dozens of other 
community organizations to protect and 
promote residents’ health.”

“These rankings provide a snapshot 
of our county’s health,” said Michael 
Nesheiwat M.D., Interim Commissioner 
of Health.  “They form a starting point 
for discussing ways to improve health 
and we do this through collaboration 
with partners, educating the public, and 
enforcing public health law.” 

The county’s move from fourth to fifth 
place in health outcomes may be of little 
significance, however there is no lack of 
clarity about two health challenges the 
county is currently facing.

The first concerns the rate of excessive 
alcohol use in Putnam, which continues 

to remain higher here than in the rest of 
New York State. The health department 
works closely with the Putnam chapter 
of the National Council on Alcoholism 
and other Drug Dependencies (NCADD) 
and the Communities That Care (CTC) 
coalition on this pressing issue. The 
second health problem relates to the 
dramatic rise of sexually transmitted 
diseases. This problem is not limited 
to Putnam or even New York State. It 
is a nationwide trend that has all health 
officials concerned particularly with the 
rise in syphilis, which is experiencing a 
resurgence. Individuals may be infected 
with syphilis without symptoms for years, 
leading to tragic results. The PCDOH 
has been reaching out to physicians to 
encourage more routine testing for all 
STDs including syphilis.

For more information on the 2017 
County Health Rankings & Roadmaps, 
visit http://www.countyhealthrankings.
org

The Department of Health’s mission 
is to improve and protect the health 
of the Putnam County community, 
composed of nearly 100,000 residents. 
Core services include community 
health assessment, disease surveillance 
and control, emergency preparedness, 
environmental health protection, 
family health promotion and health 
education. For more information, please 
visit the PCDOH website at www.
putnamcountyny.com/health or visit the 
social media sites on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/putnamhealth, and Twitter 
@PutnamHealthNY.  

I had to laugh at the hundreds of 
residents who showed up at the Carmel 
Town Hall to express concern about their 
tax evaluations. People are finally waking 
up in Putnam County. They never showed 
up before for a community meeting, but 
when you hit them in their pockets, they 
take notice. 

Let me offer some suggestions: 
First, it’s the school taxes, stupid! 

You can’t have high school teachers 
averaging $160,000 in salaries in a 
bedroom community with no industry 

to offset these wages. Our local elected 
officials will have to bite the bullet and 
start decertifying the teacher unions 
and negotiate new salaries. I could find 
excellent teachers from the best colleges 
who would love to live in Putnam County 
and make $75,000 a year for nine months 
of work. They would then agree to a cap 
of $90,000. 

Secondly, every expenditure in Putnam 
County is up for review, including 
the bodyguard/chauffeur position of 
$100,000 a year that the county executive 

has a need for. Interestingly, when men 
held that position, there was no need 
for this expense. So much for women’s 
liberation and equality. 

Finally, everyone should be up for home 
revaluations, which includes condos and 
townhouses. The Carmel Town Board 
should be replaced for their incompetence 
in not realizing that when they exempted 
these homeowners from the revaluations, 
that the other homeowners who would 
have to pick up the slack would mind. 

As someone once said, you can’t fix 

stupid. 

Frank Mangelli 
Carmel 

Editor’s note: According to the New 
York State Department of Education, the 
median teacher salary for school systems 
in Putnam County in 2015 was between 
$90,000-$118,000.

Putnam Sheriff Encourages Support for Sheriffs’ Institute

Putnam County Ranks Among Top Five Healthiest Counties

Taxes in Putnam Already High Before Carmel Reval. Hit
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Across
1. Toronto media inits.
4. “Fashioned Love Song” 
7. Military rank, abbr.
10. “What a relief!”
11. ____ system (car option, briefly)
12. “. . . a man mouse?”
13. Season opener?
14. Say further
15. “King” Cole
16. Many churches are named for her
18. Brimmed head coverings
19. Brewster plumbing & heating 
specialists
21. Put one over on
23. Greenish blue
24. Prayer beginning
26. First name from “Laugh-In”
27. Where to get a clean machine in 
Yorktown, ____ Wash
31. Golden, in France
32. “_____ That Jazz”
33. ______ Miss (Southern school)
34. ___ ___roll (doing well)
35. “Blazing Saddles” director
36. Below the nose
37. Legislator: abbr.
38. Scoreboard abbr.
39. Zodiac “king”

Down
1. Stadium souvenirs
2. San Francisco rail system
3. H.S. class

4. Doing very well
5. ______ (orchid variety)
6. Blu-ray buy
7. Beethoven’s “Moonlight”
8. Grated cheese topping
9. Arm art, for short
17. Earlier
18. Mozart contemporary
20. Dead Sea   
21. As an example
22. Passed up
25. Young but wise one?
26. Ruckuses
28. Honeybunch
29. Fashion designer Saab
30. Tow job
32. Electrical measurement

Crossword by Myles Mellor Answers on page 18

Advertise in The Putnam Examiner  •  914-864-0878

Crossword Puzzle

 

 Home Care 

 Adult Day Services 

 Independent Senior Living 

 Assisted Senior Living 

 Continuing Care Retirement Community 

 Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation 

Croton-on-Hudson   
Ossining 

Valhalla   

 914-739-6700 
bethelwell.org  

 

The Only Not-for-Profit, Full Continuum of Care  
in Northern Westchester 

 

Serving the Community for Over 100 Years! 

 

At the Heart of Senior Living 

The Pawling Record, 
a new "home town" newspaper 

serving the Pawling community is 
to launch on May 12th, 2017. 
It will be a weekly publication  

and we are seeking an 
experienced ad rep. 

Please provide a cover letter 
and resume and indicate  

your availability. 
The position is based in 

Pawling, Dutchess County.  
Send details to 

info@pawlingrecord.com.

HELP WANTED
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Christopher DeLavan
Christopher J. DeLavan, 54, of 

Mahopac, died on March 25. Mr. 
DeLavan was born on August 2, 1962 to 
Raymond and Loretta (Walsh) DeLavan 
in Brooklyn. After he graduated from 
Sheepheads Bay High School, he proudly 
served our Country with the US Navy 
until 1981. On May 26, 1985, he married 
the love of his life Elizabeth Ferrara in 
Staten Island and together they were 
blessed with a daughter, Christina. Before 
he retired, Chris was a Police Officer 
for the NYPD, where he was one of the 
first responders during 9/11 and he 
was also a driver for the former Police 
Commissioner Ray Kelly. After retiring 
from the NYPD in 2004, Chris worked for 
12 years with T&M Protection Resources, 
LLC. In his spare time, Chris was a true 
movie buff and an avid fan of both the NY 
Jets and the NY Mets, but most of all he 
loved spending his time with family and 
friends. He is survived by his devoted 
wife of almost 32 years, Elizabeth, his 
beloved daughter Christina McEvoy and 
son-in-law Michael of Staten Island, his 
two brothers; Peter (Linda) DeLavan and 
Steven (Alice) DeLavan, his mother-in-
law Johanna Ferrara, brother-in-laws; 
Vincent Ferrara and Joseph Ferrara and 
sister-in-law; Melanie (John) Csorba. 
Chris is also survived by several nieces 
and nephews.

Karen Butterfield

Karen Butterfield of Mahopac, died 
on Monday March 27, at the age of 74. 
She was born in Brooklyn, on March 12, 
1943, the daughter of Sidney and Harriet 
Prue Hersch. Karen was the secretary 
at the First Presbyterian Church in 
Mahopac Falls where she was a member 
and sang in the church choir. She was an 
active participant in Relay for Life and 
served as the caregiver chair. Among her 
hobbies, she had a green thumb and loved 
gardening as well as being a good cook. 
She is survived by her daughters, Yoon 
Mee Zhang and her husband, Donald of 
Marlboro, MA and Katherine Peterson 
and her fiancé Andy of New Fairfield, 

CT; her sisters Valerie Rhoda and Joanne 
Nicholas and her grandchildren Zachary, 
Connor, Henry, Luke and Lily.

John Luzzi
John Luzzi, a Mahopac resident for 55 

years, passed away at home on Tuesday 
March 28, at the age of 88. He was born 
in Camden, NJ on March 19, 1929, the 
son of Giovanni and Rose Dratch Luzzi. 
John grew up in Manhattan’s lower east 
side. He served in the US Army from 
1946-48 and then immediately enlisted 
in the US Air Force and served until 
1952. He declined a tryout with the 
Pittsburgh Pirates professional baseball 
team shortly after leaving the Air Force. 
John was a parishioner of St. John the 
Evangelist Church in Mahopac and a 
former Eucharistic Minister. He earned 
his Master’s Degree in Chemistry from 
Long Island University. He was a wildly 
successful chemist and was granted over 
60 patents in his career. He was influential 
in the invention of the laser. He retired 
as a chemist from Ciba Geigy Corp. in 
1997. On May 23, 1953 he did what he 
was most proud of – he married the girl 
he met at Coney Island, Connie Taylor. 
In addition to Connie, he is survived by 
his nine kids; Jay of South Salem, Frank 
and his wife Margherita of Litchfield, 
CT, Andrew and his wife Millieann of 
LaGrangeville, Thomas and his wife 
Lisa of Westfield, NJ, Joseph of Raleigh, 
NC, Michael of Mahopac, Nicholas and 
his wife Grissette of Miami, FL, Cathy 
Penderleith and her husband Timothy of 
Shrub Oak, and Mary Noel Goetz and her 
husband Greg of Queensbury; his sisters, 
Virginia Lipkowitz and Marie Mikulski 
and 16 grand kids.

Antoinette Bono
Antoinette Bono, 94, of Carmel, died 

on March 29 at Putnam Hospital Center. 
Mrs. Bono was born on March 16, 1923 
to Gerardo and Angelina (Dionisio) 
Barbaro in Brooklyn. On May 8, 1965 she 
married the love of her life, Frank Bono in 
Brooklyn. Before she retired, Antoinette 
was a Seamstress for George Katab, in New 
York City. In her spare time she enjoyed 
crafting, but most of all spending time 
with her family and friends. Antoinette 
is survived by her beloved son Robert 
DiBaro, her two sisters, Josephine Caputo 
and Irene Piasecki and many adoring 
nieces, nephews, great-nieces and great-
nephews, and great-great nieces and 
great-great nephews. She will be dearly 
missed by all who had known and loved 
her, yet, her legacy of love and devotion to 
family and friends will continue to grow 
in our hearts.

Paul A. Glatz
Paul A. Glatz, age 62, of Brewster, 

formerly of Mahopac, died Wednesday, 
March 29, in Demarest, NJ. Paul was 

born June 22, 1954 in New Rochelle, to 
Albert and Nicolina (Vaccaro) Glatz. 
He graduated from New Rochelle High 
School and honorably served in the U.S. 
Airforce from October 1973- June 1974. 
On September 27, 2009, he married 
Lauretta Petriello in Southeast. Mr. 
Glatz was a fiber optic technician with 
Cablevision Lightpath Inc. in Elmsford, 
for 40 years. Paul loved history and 
restoring antique radios. He was a 
member of the Pearl Radio Club (Putnam 
Emergency Antenna Repeater League). 
Besides his wife Lauretta, Paul is survived 
by his son, Michael Glatz of Brewster, 
NY and his step daughter Louise Aliberti 
of Queensbury, his 2 brothers; Robert 
Glatz (Susan) of Carmel, and Mark Glatz 
(Dawn) of Poughquaq, and his 2 sisters; 
Grace Kentley (Ronald) of Palm Desert, 
CA and Jackie Glatz of Delhi, NY. Also his 
2 step grandchildren, Sadie and Stephanie 
Sassone. He was predeceased by his step 
son Domenick Aliberti in 2001.

Greta E. Upham

Greta E. Upham, a long time resident of 
Mahopac, died on Thursday, March 30 at 
the age of 88. She was born in the Bronx on 
December 23, 1928, the daughter of Albin 
and Eleanor (Sars) Johnson. On May 20, 
1950 she married John Graham Upham; 
they were married for over 52 years before 
his passing in 2002. Greta was dedicated 
to others and held herself with dignity and 
grace. The love she shared with not only 
her husband but her whole family was 
a testament to the kindness of her soul. 
She was well respected for her leadership 
talents and very active in the community. 
Volunteering was her lifeblood, as she 
held offices in the Mahopac Falls Ladies 
Auxiliary, Ladies Auxiliary VFW Post 
5491, and the Putnam Hospital Center 
Auxiliary and Vasa (Swedish-American 
Lodge); she was past president of them 
all. Greta is survived by her children 
Bruce Upham and his wife Kathy, John G. 
Upham II and Fiancé Cathy, Jill Terhune 
and her husband Charlie, 7 grandchildren, 
and 2 great grandchildren, with another 
on the way.

Obituaries



April 4 - April 10, 2017www.TheExaminerNews.com 13

Being a school superintendent may just 
be the toughest job you will ever love. At 
least that was the sentiment of working 
superintendents who spoke to a group of 
aspiring school leaders from across New 
York on Thursday at Putnam | Northern 
Westchester BOCES.

“You are never off duty. There’s an event 
practically every night,” said Yorktown 
Superintendent Dr. Ralph Napolitano in 
his talk, ‘Is the Superintendency for Me?’ 
“But your ability to make change becomes 
greater as you move up the ladder. So, if 
you have a vision of what a district could 
be, this might be for you.”

Napolitano urged participants to 
consider what they would be giving up 
as superintendents as well as what they 
would be gaining. He also stressed the 
importance of considering the opinions 
of spouses and family member because 
their lives will be affected by the job as 
well.

The workshop, sponsored by BOCES 
Center for Educational Leadership and the 
Leadership for Educational Achievement 
Foundation, the professional development 

arm of the New York State Council of 
School Superintendents, featured talks on 
the superintendent-board of education 
relationship, the art of budgeting and the 
experiences of new superintendents.

BOCES Superintendent Dr. James 
Ryan welcomed the participants to the 
workshop and Assistant Superintendent 
Dr. Lynn Allen facilitated the event.

Somers Superintendent Dr. Ray Blanch 
spoke about the need to align budgeting 
priorities with the district’s mission 
and vision so that funds are spent in 
pursuit of the Board of Education and 
community’s goals. Croton Harmon 
Superintendent Dr. Edward Fuhrman 
spoke about the partnership that exists 
between the board of education and the 
district superintendent and the distinct 
responsibilities each has.

Several newly appointed 
superintendents spoke about their 
experiences during a panel discussion 
facilitated by Ossining Superintendent 
Ray Sanchez. They were Carmel 
Superintendent Andy Irvin, Brewster 
Superintendent Dr. Valerie Henning-
Piedmont, Mahopac Superintendent Dr. 
Dennis Creedon, Peekskill Superintendent 
Dr. David Fine and Katonah-Lewisboro 
Superintendent Andrew Selesnick.

“It was a great opportunity for people 
in the field to have exposure to the real 

life experiences of superintendents 
with varied experience themselves as 
we develop our next steps,” said Kerri 
Stroka, director of special and alternative 
education for Orange-Ulster BOCES.

Hawthorne Cedar Knolls Principal Eric 
Ford said he found the daylong workshop 
“informative and motivating” in his own 
career journey. 

Jerel Cokley, assistant superintendent 
of finance for Hawthorne Cedar Knolls 
Union Free School District, said it was 
“reassuring to know that there are so 
many colleagues who share the passion 
and curiosity of superintendents.  It 
allowed us to walk in their shoes for a day 
and reflect on whether we are ready for 
this step.”

Aspiring School Superintendents Get the Inside Story

County Executive MaryEllen Odell 
announced last weel that during the 
New York Metropolitan Transportation 
Council’s (NYMTC) February 22 Annual 
Meeting, she was confirmed as the NYMTC 
Co-Chair for a second consecutive term.  
NYMTC is the designated Metropolitan 
Planning Organization (MPO) for New 
York City, Long Island, and the lower 
Hudson Valley, which qualifies our region 
to receive federal transportation funds.

As per NYMTC’s Memorandum of 
Understanding, the co-chair is rotated 
annually among the three Transportation 
Coordinating Committees (TCC): Mid-
Hudson South TCC (which includes 
Putnam County), Nassau/Suffolk TCC, 

and New York City TCC.  
“In light of my recent appointment as 

NYMTC’s Executive Director and to keep 
the continuity of the current planning 
process, Putnam County Executive 
Maryellen Odell will remain the NYMTC 
Co-Chair for the 2018 program year,” said 
Jose M. Rivera, P.E., Executive Director, 
NYMTC.  

NYMTC held its Annual Meeting at 
New York University – Kimmel Center, 
with primary focus on the theme, “Making 
the Case for Infrastructure Investment”.  
The NYMTC members adopted its $44 
million Unified Planning Work Program 
for State Fiscal Year 2017-2018.  

“County Executive Odell brings much 
energy and foresight to our metropolitan 
planning organization and her initiatives 
in Putnam County, particularly in the 
Village of Brewster, exemplify the region’s 
efforts in addressing current and future 
transportation needs,” Rivera said “I look 
forward to another year of collaboration 
with County Executive Odell, and other 
NYMTC principals in making the case 
for additional infrastructure investments 
that will further enhance the region’s 
economic competitiveness and livability.”

NYMTC members are elected 
officials and heads of transportation 
and environmental agencies responsible 
for establishing and implementing 
transportation plans, projects and 

programs. Working together, Council 
Members develop a vision for the region, 
setting the direction for the organization 
and determining desired outcomes for 
their established regional goals.

Odell co-chairs NYMTC alongside 
Matthew Driscoll, Co-chair and 
Commissioner of the New York State 
Department of Transportation. Principal 
NYMTC voting members include 
Purnima Kapur, Executive Director, 

NYC Department of City Planning; 
Polly Trottenberg, Commissioner, NYC 
Department of Transportation; Fernando 
Ferrer, Acting Chairman & Veronique 
Hakim, Interim CEO, Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority; Edward 
Mangano, Nassau County Executive; Ed 
Day, Rockland County Executive; Steve 
Bellone, Suffolk County Executive; and 
Robert Astorino, Westchester County 
Executive.

Putnam County Executive Confirmed as NYMTC Co-chair Again

PROVIDED PHOTO
New York Metropolitan Transportation Council.

County Executive MaryEllen Odell

Somers Superintendent Dr. Ray Blanch tells aspiring school leaders to align budgeting priorities to the 
school district’s mission and vision. 

SMALL NEWS
IS BIG NEWS
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Health Quest will continue its interactive 
series, Dinner with the Doc, this April 
and May, offering five educational talks 
throughout the mid-Hudson Valley. 
Several healthcare providers from across 
the system will speak on breast health, 
spine care, weight-loss surgery, nutrition 
and pancreas and liver treatments.

The series features a complimentary 
dinner served at restaurants in Dutchess, 
Ulster and Putnam counties. Reservations 
are required two weeks in advance of the 
event due to limited seating. First up — 

Dr. Ryan Swan will present “All Biled Up: 
Digesting Facts and Myths About the 
Pancreas and Liver” 

from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Wednesday, April 
19, at Bluestone Bistro, 10 IBM Road, 
Poughkeepsie. Swan, a hepatobiliary 
surgeon with Health Quest Medical 
Practice on the medical staff at Vassar 
Brothers Medical Center, will provide 
an introduction to the pancreas and 
liver, discuss misperceptions about 
these organs, as well as advancements in 
treatment that have occurred over the 
past decade. To register, call 845-554-
1734 (TTY: 800-421-1220) or visit www.
healthquest.org/dinnerwithdoc

Additional Dinner with the Doc events:

Ouch! My Back: What to Know About 
Minimally Invasive Surgery 

6 p.m. to 8 p.m., Monday, April 
24 Bluestone Bistro, 10 IBM Road, 
Poughkeepsie Millions of Americans 
suffer from back and neck pain. It can 
make simple, everyday tasks difficult, 
sometimes impossible. Dr. Nicholas 
Renaldo, a spine surgeon with Orthopedic 
Associates of Dutchess County on the 
medical staff at Vassar Brothers Medical 
Center, will discuss minimally invasive 
procedures and treatments to get you 
BACK into a healthy, active life. To 
register, call 845-554-1734 (TTY: 800-
421-1220) or visit www.healthquest.org/
dinnerwithdoc

Best of the Breast: From Screening to 
Surgery

6 p.m. to 8 p.m., Wednesday, May 
3 Clock Tower Grill, Clock Tower 
Commons, 512 Clock Tower Commons 
Drive, Brewster A team of breast health 
specialists on the medical staff at Putnam 
Hospital Center including breast surgeon 
Dr. Lyda Rojas and plastic surgeon Dr. 
Karoline Nowillo, of CareMount Medical, 
and radiologist Dr. Donald Lien, of 
Hudson Valley Radiologists, will discuss 
all aspects of breast care, including cancer 
prevention, screenings, diagnosis, surgery 
and follow-up care. To register, call 845-
554-1734 (TTY: 800-421-1220) or visit 
www.healthquest.org/dinnerwithdoc

When Diets Don’t Work: A Look at 
Weight-Loss Surgery 

5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., Tuesday, May 
9  Frank Guido’s Little Italy, 14 Thomas 
St., Kingston Learn information that 
can help you or your loved one make 
an educated decision about minimally 
invasive, weight-loss surgery. Dine on a 
nutritious meal and hear from Dr. Brian 
Binetti, a bariatric surgeon with Health 
Quest Medical Practice on the medical 
staff at Northern Dutchess Hospital, 
along with members of the hospital’s 
dedicated, multidisciplinary team, who 
will give an overview of the program’s 
comprehensive offerings. If you have tried 
lifestyle changes with no success, surgery 
may be your pathway to a healthier life. 
To register, call 845-554-1734 (TTY: 800-
421-1220) or visit www.healthquest.org/

dinnerwithdoc

Food as Medicine: How Nutrition 
Impacts Your Health  

6 p.m. to 8 p.m., Wednesday, May 
17  Centennial Grille at Centennial 
Golf Club, 185 John Simpson Road, 
Carmel Learn how food can be a 
powerful prescription for health and 
well-being. Cardiologist Dr. Lawrence 
Schek, Putnam Hospital Center’s vice 
president of medical affairs, and Jenna 
Godfrey, a registered dietitian at Health 
Quest who works at Putnam Hospital 
Center, will discuss how the foods we eat 
have a beneficial impact on our physical 
and mental health. To register, call 845-
554-1734 (TTY: 800-421-1220) or visit 
www.healthquest.org/dinnerwithdoc

Dinner with the Doc Health Education Series Returns

Self-defense instruction, led by “Self-Defense” Coach, Craig DeRosa, was hosted 
two weekends ago by Enershe Fitness, located at 989 Route 6 inMahopac. DeRosa, 
who has over 30 years of experience in mixed martial arts and holds a 6th degree 
black belt in Taekwondo and brown belt in Brazilian Jujitsu, led a group of over 30 
women of all ages, including teens, in real-life, defense techniques; all while raising 
money for the local Putnam/Northern Westchester Women’s Resource Center 
www.pnwwrc.org. 

For more information on future classes and other events visit enershefitness.com or 
call 845- 628-7165.

Strong Mind, Strong Body 
Women’s Self-Defense Seminar

JACK CASEY PHOTO

A 6 a.m. call for a “one car accident on West Lake Blvd” on March 27 put the Carmel 
Police Department, the Mahopac Falls Fire Department, EMS and Fire Police, Mahopac 
EMS and EMStar paramedics on the road Monday morning. First arriving units found one 
vehicle off  the side of  the road atop a wall in the vicinity of  the entrance to Vista Terrace 
and the driver out of  the vehicle. As EMTs and paramedics tended to the driver, Incident 
Commander Asst. Chief  Brian Sacher, called off  responding fire units and instructed Fire 
Police to temporarily close West Lake Blvd. at Rt. 6N as the car was removed from 
the scene. The driver was transported by Mahopac EMS to a local hospital with minor 
injuries. With the car secured on the flatbed truck, traffic was opened and units returned 
to service.

Early Morning Call for 
Mahopac First Responders 
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You may find this either the 
greatest or silliest story ever 
told about home tips. It’s about 
a substance that may be the 
single most valuable natural 
household remedy in the 
universe: vinegar, yes, vinegar. 

But there’s a back story I 
must first share. My mother-
in-law passed away at 92, but 
I always expected her to live 
until at least 120. She was the 
first person I met who was 
into all-natural, all-green 
living in every way, from 
never eating anything that 
wasn’t from the earth, and 
preferably organically grown, 
to composting her kitchen 
scraps. And she was doing all 
this years before it became fashionable.

Mamyte, as I called her in her native 
tongue, was born on a farm in Lithuania 
where her family had their own cows, 
sheep and chickens and most of what she 
ate came from the land. When she married 
a university professor and army officer, 
she became a more sophisticated city 
girl and lived in Vilnius in a fashionable 
apartment, complete with maid.

But World War II upended her life 
and she had to leave her native land 
with nothing but some clothes and 
photographs, and a baby who grew up to 

become my wife. She did not 
know whether she would ever 
be reunited with her husband 
who had been taken as a 
prisoner of war.  

She did finally reunite with 
him in Germany and was 
able to immigrate to America 
where, rather than employing 
a maid, she became a maid 
herself while her husband 
found his first job as a hotel 
porter. They both learned 
English and found good jobs 
before they retired to Cape 
Cod.

Mamyte was a wonderful 
cook and hostess who had 
taken courses at the equivalent 
to the Cordon Bleu in 

Lithuania, and she had also absorbed 
some wonderful tips about ways to live 
better and healthier. 

Whenever she visited us, staying for a 
week at a time, she always recommended 
home-made remedies, and more often 
than not, they included the use of vinegar.

When she was with us, I was aware that 
each morning she would drink a couple of 
tablespoons of apple cider vinegar mixed 
with water. She claimed that it prevented 
wrinkles, and sure enough, she had 
none, even into her late eighties. She also 
rinsed her hair with it, but really got busy 

with vinegar when it came to household 
cleaning. 

It was her miracle product, and indeed 
I found that it worked well with all the 
applications she recommended. She 
obviously knew that vinegar is a strong 
killer of bacteria, mold and germs. She 
would always keep a spray bottle of 
straight white distilled vinegar handy to 
clean her cutting board and the sink. 

Once when she stayed at our home with 
our daughter while my wife and I traveled 
to Europe, we were surprised to learn 
upon our return that she had cleaned all 
of our windows, inside and out, with a 
mix of two tablespoons of white vinegar 
and a gallon of water, dispensed with a 
spray bottle. The real trick, she told us, 
was to scrub the sprayed windows with 
newspaper, not paper towels, which can 
cause streaking.

Through the years, it seemed that I was 
always bumping into more and more uses 
for vinegar to add to Mamyte’s list. In 
truth, vinegar is not a miracle substance, 
but simply acetic acid, something 
discovered accidentally in ancient times 
from some wine gone sour. But it can 
originate in many other products such as 
corn, many fruits and grains.

Used straight, it cuts grease no matter 
where it might be found, from kitchen 
countertops to the inside of ovens. 
Combined with other products, such as 

baking soda, it makes a great scouring 
cleanser.

It can even be used outside where, for 
instance, it can deter cats from doing their 
business in the garden or in the sandbox 
because they hate the smell of vinegar.

Thinking that I had become somewhat 
of a vinegar expert, I was humbled when 
I recently found www.vinegartips.com, 
which boasts a list of uses that makes 
mine seem paltry, so I’ll refer you there 
for more cool ideas. 

When I discovered the site, I 
remembered thinking to myself that it’s a 
wonder they don’t claim that vinegar cures 
cancer, too. And then I found that, sure 
enough, there are sites that claim vinegar 
is credited with preventing certain types 
of cancer. 

But before we set out to cure the world 
with vinegar, try it with a little elbow 
grease to keep any area of your home 
clean and green. 

Primavera is a Realtor® associated with 
William Raveis Real Estate and Founder 
of Primavera Public Relations, Inc. (www.
PrimaveraPR.com). His real estate site 
is www.PrimaveraRealEstate.com, and 
his blog is www.TheHomeGuru.com. To 
engage the services of The Home Guru to 
market your home for sale, call 914-522-
2076.

Vinegar: The Stalwart Household Remedy

by Rajesh Gupta, MD  

AFC Urgent Care Yorktown
Spring has sprung! Flowers are 

starting to bloom, temperatures are 
rising and birds are chirping. If you 
suffer from seasonal allergies, “Ah, 
spring,” might soon turn into “Ah-choo, 
spring!” Seasonal allergies, sometimes 
called hay fever, are allergy symptoms 
that happen during certain times of 
the year, usually when outdoor plants 
release their spores. Trees, grasses and 
weeds are all releasing pollen into the 
air. These spores and pollen can cause 
congestion, cough and sneezing in 
people with seasonal allergies. If you are 
one of the over 30 million Americans 
who suffer from seasonal allergies, 
we at AFC Urgent Care Yorktown 
have some tips that will help you stop 
sneezing this allergy season!

Reduce Exposure to Triggers
Simply being outside can irritate 

allergy symptoms. Stay indoors as 
much as possible on days when it is 
dry and windy; these are optimal days 
for pollen. The best time to go outside 
is following rain, because most of the 
pollen will have been washed away. 
After coming in from outdoors, be sure 
to wash your clothes and take a shower 

to ensure that pollen and allergens 
don’t make their way into your house.

Watch Pollen Counts
Be aware of the days when pollen is 

especially high. Check out the National 
Allergy Map to see pollen levels in 
your area. On days where allergens are 
high, consider taking an antihistamine 
to prevent symptoms. Also, cleansing 
your nasal passages with at-home kits 
after high-allergen days will reduce 

seasonal allergy symptoms.

Keep Inside Air Clean
The air you are breathing inside your 

home should be clean and allergen-
free. Keep the windows and doors 
in your home closed and have the air 
conditioner running. This will make 
sure that no air from outside is getting 
in, and that the air inside your home is 
moving. Another way to protect your 
house is to purchase a High Efficiency 
Particulate Air (HEPA) filter. HEPA 
filters clean your air to make sure you 
aren’t breathing in allergens that may 
have made their way into your home.

 This spring, make sure that you’re 
not feeling too under the weather to 
enjoy the warm weather! If you don’t 
feel that your seasonal allergies are 
under control, visit us at AFC Urgent 
Care Yorktown to find a solution.

Doc’s Note: Be Prepared as Allergy Season Begins

Rajesh Gupta, MD  

‘The air you are 
breathing inside your 
home should be clean 

and allergen-free. 
Keep the windows and 

doors in your home 
closed and have the air 
conditioner running. 
This will make sure 

that no air from 
outside is getting in, 

and that the air inside 
your home is moving.’

SmAll NewS iS BiG NewS
advertising@theexaminernews.com

914.864.0878
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Register Now: 
Spring into the ARTS and enjoy 

YOGA in Mahopac! Join us for affordable 
art classes designed for all levels offered 
mornings, afternoons, evenings, and 
after school at the Putnam Arts Council, 
521 Kennicut Hill Road, Mahopac.  Our 
spring season begins the week of 4/24 
and offers something for everyone from 
one-day workshops to six week courses.  
Registration is currently accepted 24/7 
online where you will also find class 
descriptions, pricing and instructor bios 
or call the Art Center at 845-803-8622.  
Ongoing: 

Wednesdays: Coloring for Adults: 8 
p.m., Join us on the 2nd & 4th Thursday of 
each month, Mahopac Library 7 p.m.-8:30 
p.m., for an evening of relaxation, stress 
relief, focus, and fun. For ages 18 and up. 
Materials are provided. Drop-in program, 
no registration needed. To register for 
most programs at Mahopac Public 
Library, call 845-628-2009, ext. 100, or 
visit www.mahopaclibrary.org.  You must 
register at the Library for programs that 
require a fee.   

The Putnam Valley Rotary 
Club Regular Meeting 6 p.m. @ 
HOLLOWBROOK TRAVEL. Come 
Learn more about our involvement in 
Local projects such as the Food Pantry, 
Scholarship Fund, PV Town Day, 
Restoration of Historical Sites, Etc.  If 
Interested Please Call President Gini 
Capodieci @ 914-382-2671
Thursdays: 

Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 391 
Meeting First Thursday of the Month.  7 
p.m., at VFW Post 391 Oscawana Lake 
Road (next to Town Park) 845-528-6996
Fridays: 

Dance of joy: Dance/movement 
therapy for people with Parkinson ’s 
disease. This ongoing group meets on 
Fridays at 10 a.m.-11 a.m. at the Seven 
Star School of Performing Arts.   If you 
would like more information about this 
group, please contact Marie Carstens at 
347-742-6591 or email at Mccarstens21@
yahoo.com. Pre-registration is required.  
Registration is $15 per session, a caregiver 
or loved one is encouraged to join for an 
additional $5.

Reading Puppies Every other Friday. 
Kids in grades K-5 can read their favorite 
book to an energetic guide-dog-in-
training! Sign up for your 15-minute 
session with Miss Jenn or Miss Kathleen. 
Registration required. For more 
information or to register contact the 
Patterson Library at 845-878-6121 x13.
Tuesday, April 4 

Dementia: Understanding and 
Responding to Dementia-Related 
Behaviors. 1 p.m. This program will help 
attendees identify common triggers for 
conduct associated with dementia, and 

learn strategies to address dementia-
related behaviors.  Led by Joan Carl of 
the Alzheimer’s Association, Hudson 
Valley Chapter; registration is requested. 
Mahopac Library.  Registration is 
requested; register online at www.
mahopaclibrary.org, or call 845-628-2009, 
ext. 100.

The Reads at Reed Book Club:  7 p.m. 
to discuss the book “Impulse”  by Frederick 
Ramsay.  The meeting will be held at Reed 
Memorial Library, 1733 Route 6, Carmel.  
Contact 845-225-2439 with any questions.
Wednesday, April 5

Friends of Mahopac Public Library 
meeting; all are welcome 6 p.m. 
Thursday, April 6 

Social Security, Planning for a 
comfortable retirement:  6:30 p.m. Are 
you planning to take early retirement? 
Or do you want to continue working 
until, or beyond, full retirement age?  This 
presentation will help you make informed 
decision about your Social Security 
benefit options, and how much money 
you may need from other sources to 
supplement your retirement income.  Free 
program; registration requested. www.
mahopaclibrary.org, or call 845-628-2009, 
ext. 100.

The Putnam County Computer 
Learning Center for Seniors Registration 
(always the first Thursday of every month) 
The William Koehler Senior Center, 180 
Route 6 in Mahopac and at the Putnam 
Valley Senior Center, 117 Town Park 
Lane, Putnam Valley.  Registration hours 
in Mahopac are from 9:30 a.m. – 11 a.m. 
Putnam Valley registration is from 10 
a.m.– noon.  Registration is required in 
person.  For more information you can 
call Judy Kolt at (845) 277-5422 or email 
her at jak4dogs@verizon.net .

Movie Matinee:  “Jackie” Patterson 
Library, 1167 Rte. 311 Patterson. 1 p.m. 
join us for a showing of the movie “Jackie” 
on our big screen.  The story about 
First Lady Jacqueline Kennedy and her 
struggles following the death of President 
JFK. Rated R for language and violence. 
To register visit www.pattersonlibrary.org 
and click on calendar or call 845-878-6121 
x 10.  Free program.

Planning for a Comfortable 
Retirement:  Are you planning to take 
early retirement?  Or do you want to 
continue working until, or beyond, full 
retirement age? 6:30 p.m. at Mahopac 
Public Library.  Kyle Woodward Manager, 
Financial Services – Prudential, will help 
you make informed decisions about your 
Social Security benefit options, and how 
much money you may need from other 
sources to supplement your retirement 
income. Registration for this free program 
is requested.  Register online at www.
mahopaclibrary.org, or call 845-628-2009, 
ext. 100.

Friday, April 7 
Northern Westchester Hospital and 

Lexington Avenue Gym present: Keep 
Parkinson’s on the Ropes: for those with 
Parkinson’s AND their caregivers. 1:30 
p.m. – 3:30 p.m. Lexington Avenue 
Gym 350 Lexington Avenue Mt. Kisco. 
The event is free. Free parking.  Space is 
limited. Reserve your seat today. Visit… 
nwhconnect.org/2017parkinson

SPRING RUMMAGE SALE - Friday 
4/7:  9 a.m.- 6 p.m., & Saturday 4/8:  $5/Bag  
9 a.m.-2 p.m. Donations will be gratefully 
accepted on Saturday 4/1: 3-5PM, Sunday 
4/2: 12:30-5, Monday 4/3: 10 a.m.-6 p.m., 
& Tuesday 4/4: 10 a.m.-2 p.m., or by 
appointment. First Presbyterian Church, 
411 Rt. 6N (at Secor Rd,)  Mahopac 845-
628-2365, presby411@verizon.net
Saturday, April 8

The Annual Putnam County 
Legislative Forum for People with 
Disabilities.  8 a.m. -11 a.m., at Putnam 
Hospital Center, Michael T. Weber 
Auditorium, 670 Stoneleigh Avenue, 
Carmel.  All are welcome at the roundtable 
of federal, state and local officials to 
discuss issues of concern for Putnam 
County residents with disabilities.  For 
more information, please call the Putnam 
County Office for People with Disabilities 
at 845-808-1641, ext. 46019.

Kent Library Book Cellar Open: 
Monthly Book Cellar Sale. 10 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. The Book Cellar will now be 
open every second Saturday. The Book 
Nook is open at 17 Sybil’s Crossing, Kent 
Lakes every Saturday from 10 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. and on Wednesdays from 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m. For more info, call 845/225-8585 or 
visit www.friendsofkentlibrary.blogspot.
com/

Drop-in DIY Story Time: Drop in 
between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. to read to 
your children from a selection of picture 
books and use the available craft materials 
to create something together.  Stop by the 
Youth Services desk at Mahopac Library 
for more information.

Youth Book Festival - Featuring Local 
Authors and Illustrators:  The Desmond-
Fish Library is kicking off National 
Library Week with its first Youth Book 
Festival 2 p.m. – 4 p.m.,   Everyone will 
enjoy meeting these very talented Hudson 
Valley authors and illustrators.  There will 
be activities and book readings for all 
ages from young children through young 
adults. And of course, books will be for 
sale. Desmond-Fish Library 472 Route 
403 Garrison. 

Pawsed For Murder Fundraiser:  Fine 
dining, dancing, comedy and crime!  
The “Killing Kompany” sits amongst 
the audience so everyone is part of the 
show.  All proceeds benefit the mission of 
Recycled Paws. 7 p.m. – 10 p.m. Cortlandt 
Colonial Restaurant & Ballroom – 714 

Old Albany Post Rd, Cortlandt Additional 
Info and Ways to Help: Facebook 
event -https://www.facebook.com/
events/279584352476880/

Travel Cities of Beauty:  Patterson 
Library, 1167 Rte. 311 Patterson.  1 p.m.   
Join us for a wonderful virtual trip to the 
beautiful cities of Europe.  Learn about the 
architecture and culture of Paris, Florence, 
Rome, Venice and Barcelona with 
Prof. Barry Kass.To register visit www.
pattersonlibrary.org and click on calendar 
or call 845-878-6121 x 10.  Free program.

Annual Easter Extravaganza 
at Putnam Ridge:  Annual Easter 
Extravaganza at Putnam Ridge. 10:30 a.m.  
to 1 p.m. Free event will feature variety 
arts entertainer, Jackie Reynolds. Bring 
your smile and camera for the Easter 
Bunny.  In addition to free face painting, 
Easter crafts, games, refreshments and 
more, the Putnam Sheriff ’s Office will be 
issuing free ID cards to children as part of 
“Operation Safe Child” from 10:30 until 
12:30 PM.  Putnam Ridge is proud to host 
this free community event on its beautiful 
campus located at 46 Mt. Ebo Road N., 
Brewster, NY.  For more information, 
please contact Pearl Murphy, Director of 
Activities, at 845-278-3636, or visit www.
putnamridge.com.

Putnam Valley Annual Easter Egg 
Hunt PreK-4th grade. 1pm, Raindate is 
April 15: Putnam Valley Town Park. FMI: 
Contact PV Parks and Recreation. 845-
526-3292 

Carmel Fire Dept. Pasta Dinner:  
Carmel Fire Dept. 5 p.m. - 7 p.m., Adults 
$10, Children ages 4-12 $6.00 and under 
3 is free. 

Very Special People the Struggles, 
Loves and Triumphs of Human 
Oddities: With Researcher and Educator 
Jon Fiorella 10 a.m. Jon Fiorella. This free 
program will be held at the Putnam Valley 
Free Library 30 Oscawana Lake Road, 
Putnam Valley at 10 a.m. 
Sunday, April 9 

Meet Pat Schories:  Children’s Books 
Writer and Illustrator.  2 p.m.  Tompkins 
Corners Cultural Center 729 Peekskill 
Hollow Rd. Putnam Valley.  Free! 
Donations gratefully accepted. The 
presentation is best suited for ages 4 – 7, 
but all are welcome! For information & 
directions, email info@tompkinscorners.
org or call 845 528-7280
Monday, April 10   

Spring Has Sprung:  10:30 a.m. 
Celebrate the season by sharing the simple 
joys of growing new plants. Children 
will learn to make newspaper pots and 
plant their own vegetables from seed! For 
grades K-5, registration is required. For 
more information or to register contact 
the Patterson Library at 845-878-6121 
x10 or go to www.pattersonlibrary.org and 
click Calendar.

We’re happy to help spread the word about your community 
event. Please submit your information at least three weeks prior 

to your event and include the words “Happenings Calendar 
Submission” in your email subject line. Entries should be sent to 

Nikki Gallagher at nikki@theexaminernews.com
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EXAMINER MEDIA Classifieds 040417

ANTIQUES & ART/COLLECTIBLES
MOST CASH PAID FOR paintings, 
antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, 
jewelry books, cameras, records, instru-
ments, coins, watches, gold, comics,  
sports cards, etc. PLEASE CALL  
AARON AT 914-654-1683

AUCTIONS
ONLINE AUCTION! Well Maintained 
Golf Course Equipment/ Supplies from 
Private Golf Course. 4/19 @1:00pm 
Bid at: cowley1.com 570-499-8883 
PAAU002923L

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, 
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free 
towing and your donation is 100% tax 
deductible.  Call 315-400-0797 Today!

COLLECTABLES
TOP CASH PAID INSTANTLY FOR 
COLLECTIBLES! -WE BUY Baseball 
Cards, Autographs, Records,   Silver 
Coins, Golf Items, Art, Jewelry, Comics 
Etc., Call Jim Today @ 914-310-5153

CONSTRUCTION
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS start-
ing at $199 Installed. Senior/Veter-
ans discount on all Energy Star win-
dows. Family owned 40yrs. BBB+ 
Member. Lifetime warranty on all windows.  

Ron 1(844)835-1180.

FINANCIAL
CONVENTIONAL & BANK RATE FI-
NANCING, Fix’n Flips, Hard-Bridge 
Loans, No Documents-Stated Income 
Programs, $100K-$100 Million, Pur-
chase-Refinance, SFH-1-4, Multi-family, 
Mixed Use, Commercial, 888-565-9477

GARAGE SALES
TWIGS OF NWH ANNUAL SPRING 
GARAGE SALE, APRIL 1 & 8 
(10:00AM—1:00PM) See you here, 
TWIGS Thriftree of 449 Lexington Av-
enue in Mount Kisco, for two consecutive 
Saturdays of ecstatic shopping, rain or 
shine. Thrift for philanthropy” is always 
our forecast! Website: www.twigsofnwh.
org

HELP WANTED
THE  PLEASANTVILLE RECRE-
ATION DEPARTMENT IS LOOKING 
FOR A POOL DIRECTOR THIS SUM-
MER.  Hours are Monday through Fri-
day 2pm to 8pm, during July and August.  
Please call 914-769-7950 for an inter-
view.  Hourly rate is negotiable.

KENT PUBLIC LIBRARY seeks a Part-
Time Summer Library Page, $10.00 per 
hour, up to 25 hours a week.  Must be de-
pendable, friendly, enthusiastic and will-
ing to help with a variety of library tasks.  
Email resume to cdonick@kentlibrary.
org and include “Summer Page” in the 
title.

AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here Get 

trained as FAA certified Aviation Techni-
cian. Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM for 
free information 866-296-7093

LAND WANTED
Cash buyer seeks large acreage 200+ 
acres in the Central/Finger Lakes and 
Catskills Regions of NY State. Brokers 
welcome. For immediate confidential re-
sponse, call 607-353-8068 or email info@
NewYorkLandandLakes.com

LAWN AND GARDEN
PRIVACY HEDGES -SPRING BLOW-
OUT SALE 6ft Arborvitae (Cedar) Reg 
$129 Now $69 Beautiful, Nursery Grown. 
FREE Installation/FREE delivery, Limited 
Supply! ORDER NOW: 518-536-1367
www.lowcosttrees.com

LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE OF FORMATION OF McAllis-
ter & Quinn, LLC. Arts of Org filed with 
Secy of State of NY (SSNY) on 02/24/2017. 
Office: N/A. SSNY designated as agent 
upon whom process may be served and 
shall mail process to the principal busi-
ness address: 1030 15th St NW, Ste 590W, 
Washington, DC 20005. Purpose: any 
lawful acts.

FORGEMASTER GAMES, LLC, Filed 
w/ NY Dept. of State on January 5, 2017, 
Located at 622 Midland Ave, Yonkers, NY, 
10704, Westchester County. The NY Sec-
retary of STATE has been designated as 
the agent upon whom may be served may 
mail a copy of any process to the LLC at: 
United States Corporation Agents, Inc. 
7014 13th Avenue, Suite 202, Brooklyn, 
NY 11228. Purpose Any Lawful Act.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF KDB 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE LLC. 
Articles of Organization filed with SSNY 
on 2/15/17.  Office Location: Putnam  
County.  SSNY designated as agent of 
LLC upon whom process may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process to: KDB Prop-
erty Maintenance LLC, P.O. Box 1669, 
Carmel, NY 10512. Purpose: any lawful 
purpose or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 197 
FOWLER ROAD, LLC. Articles of Orga-
nization filed with the Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on February 13, 2017. 
Location: Westchester County. SSNY 
designated as agent for service of process  
on LLC. SSNY shall mail a copy of  
process to: Timothy J. Maher, 12 Oak 
Valley Lane, Purchase, New York 10577.  
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF MAG-
DOM, LLC. Articles of Organization filed 
with the Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on March 3, 2017. Location: West-
chester County. SSNY designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process against it 

may be served.  SSNY shall mail a copy of 
process to: Lori S. Gage, 12 Elskip Lane, 
Greenwich, CT 06831. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION of KP & LM, 
LLC. Articles of Organization filed with 
the Secretary of State of New York (SSNY) 
on December 29, 2016, Location: West-
chester County. SSNY designated as agent 
for service of process on LLC. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process to: 1 South Broad-
way Unit 4F, White Plains NY 10601. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF A NY 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
(LLC). NAME: SWAT LIMO, LLC. Ar-
ticles of Organization filling date with 
Secretary of State (SSNY) was 27 February 
2017. Office location: Westchester Coun-
ty. SSNY has been designated as agent of 
LLC upon whom process against it may 
be served and SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to 208 West Street, Mount Kisco, 
NY 10549. Purpose: any lawful activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF ME-
DINA CONSULTING USA LLC. Art. of 
Org. filed with SSNY on 03/02/2017. Of-
fice loc: Westchester County. SSNY des-
ignated as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process may be served and shall mail 
process to the principal business address: 
77 Tackora Trail, Ridgefield, CT 06877. 
Purpose: Any lawful acts.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF ENTER-
PRISE WEB SPECIALISTS, LLC. Ar-
ticles of Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on February 
03, 2017. Office in Westchester County. 
3H Agent Services has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 3H Agent Servic-
es shall mail process to: Enterprise Web 
Specialists, LLC 1767 Central Park Av-
enue #374 Yonkers, NY 10710. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 926 
SJA Realty, LLC. Articles of Organiza-
tion filed with the Secretary of State of 
NY (SSNY) on January 27, 2017. Office 
location: WESTCHESTER County. SSNY 
has been designated as agent upon whom 
process against it may be served. The Post 
Office address to which the SSNY shall 
mail a copy of any process against the LLC 
served upon him/her is: 926 Wynnewood 
Road, Pelham, NY 10803. The principal 
business address of the LLC is: 926 Wyn-
newood Road, Pelham, NY 10803 Pur-
pose: any lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
HUTCH95 REALTY MANAGEMENT, 
LLC. Articles of Organization filed with 
the Secretary of State of NY (SSNY) on 

continued on next page
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ATTORNEY ADVERTISING. Prior results do not guarantee a future outcome. We may associate with local firms in states wherein we do not maintain an 
office. If no recovery, no fees or costs are charged, unless prohibited by State Law or Rule. Consult your doctor before stopping any prescribed medication.

WEITZ      LUXENBERG& PC

If so, you may be eligible for money damages.
We are evaluating potential lawsuits for individuals who began taking Onglyza
or Kombiglyz XR before April 5, 2016 and suffered from heart failure or died
while taking them. For more information about your legal options and a free
consultation, please contact us at 855-748-4220.
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February 3, 2017. Office location: WEST-
CHESTER County. SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent upon whom process against 
it may be served. The Post Office address 
to which the SSNY shall mail a copy of 
any process against the LLC served upon 
him/her is: 926 Wynnewood Road, Pel-
ham, NY 10803. The principal business 
address of the LLC is: 926 Wynnewood 
Road, Pelham, NY 10803 Purpose: any 
lawful act or activity.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF NIN-
JACATSTUDIO, LLC. Articles of Or-
ganization filed with Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) on 10/03/2016. NY 
office location: Westchester County. SSNY 
has been designated as agent of the LLC 

upon whom process against it may be 
served. The post office address to which 
the SSNY shall mail a copy of any process 
against the LLC served upon him/her is 
3700 Campbell Ct., Yorktown Heights, 
NY 10598. Purpose/character of LLC: 
Any lawful purpose.

NOTICE OF QUALIFICATION  
OF BEVERAGE MANAGEMENT SER-
VICES LLC, a foreign limited liabil-
ity company (“LLC”) Cert. of Formation 
filed with Sect’y of State of DE, Div. of 
Corps., PO Box 898, Dover, DE 19903 
on 3/7/2014. Cert. of Authority filed with 
Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY) on 12/14/16. 
Office in Westchester County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent of the LLC upon 

whom process against it may be served, 
SSNY shall mail process to: David B. Pet-
shaft, P.C. 222 Bloomingdale Rd, Ste 116, 
White Plains, NY 10605 Purpose: any 
lawful act or activity.

MISCELLANEOUS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- 
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own 
bandmill- Cut lumber any dimension. 
In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: 
www.NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-578-
1363 Ext.300N

REAL ESTATE
LENDER ORDERED SALE! 39 acres- 
$89,900 NO REASONABLE OFFER RE-
FUSED! Delaware County, Catskill Mtn 
setting! Views, woods, meadow! EZ terms 
avail! Call 888-479-3394 today! NewYork-
LandandLakes.com

LAKEFRONT LAND LIQUIDATION! 6 
acres- $99,900 Cortland Co in the Finger 
Lakes! Unspoiled lake, wooded privacy, 
great fishing! Ideal country homesite! Call 
888-701-7509 NewYorkLandandLakes.
com

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
Sebastian, Florida (East Coast)Beach 
Cove is an Age Restricted Community 
where friends are easily made. Sebastian 
is an Old Floridaî fishing village with a 

quaint atmosphere yet excellent medical 
facilities, shopping and restaurants. Direct 
flights from Newark to Vero Beach. New 
manufactured homes from $94,900. 772-
581-0080; www.beach-cove.com.

VACATION RENTALS
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best se-
lection of affordable rentals. Full/ par-
tial weeks. Call for FREE brochure. 
Open daily. Holiday Resort Services.  
1-800-638-2102. Online reservations: 
www.holidayoc.com

WANTED TO BUY
Buying Diamonds, gold, silver, antique 
and modern jewelry, better furs, U.S. and 
foreign coins, paintings, bronzes, com-
plete estates. Highest prices paid. Call 
914-260-8783 for appointment.

FREON R12 WANTED: We PICK UP 
and pay CA$H for R12. Cylinders or case 
of cans. EPA certified. (312) 291-9169; 
sell@refrigerantfinders.com

*Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup
  ANYWHERE
*We Accept All Vehicles
  Running or Not
*Fully Tax Deductible

* Car Donation Foundation d/b/a Wheels For Wishes. To learn more about our programs
or financial information, visit www.wheelsforwishes.org.

WheelsForWishes.org
Call: (914) 468-4999

Make-A-Wish®

Hudson Valley

Benefiting

Wheels For
 Wishes 

DONATE YOUR CAR

To Place a Classified Ad  
Call 914-864-0878 or e-mail 

classifieds@
theexaminernews.com
Classified Ad Deadline 

is Thursdays at 5pm for the 
next week’s publication

Crossword Answers

Dog Care and Basic Training with 4-H
An exciting hands-on enrichment opportunity will offer information on successful 

dog ownership including grooming, pet first aid, diet etc., in addition to basic dog 
handling and commands.  Cornell Cooperative Extension’s Youth Development 
Program is offering a 7-week Wednesday evening series, May 3, to June 14, 6:30 
p.m. to 8 p.m. in Carmel. (Address provided at registration.) This program is open 
to Putnam County Youth ages 9 and up with a registration fee of $45 for non 4-H 
members or a $15 fee for 4-H members.  A paid fee will hold the registration, 
which is on a first come, first serve basis.  Dog ownership is not required and prior 
participants are not eligible.  Please register online at putnam.cce.cornell.edu/events.  
For additional information please call Cornell Cooperative Extension at 845-278-
6738. 

Cardsmart of Mahopac will hold a 
grand opening on April 22,11 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Cardsmart is located at 2 Clark Place, 
Mahopac at the corner of Route 6 and 
Clark Place. The grand opening will have 
free raffles and popcorn. If you can’t wait 
for the grand opening, formally named 

Lyn’s Cardsmart is now open. The store 
offers thousands of cards to choose from 
everyday. All cards, bows, wrapping paper 
and bags are 50 percent off everyday. Local 
artisan products, new gift lines, baby gifts, 
imported chocolates, lots of one of a kind 
items and gift baskets available.

Cardsmart Grand Opening Celebration
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Putnam Valley G Ryan Basso glides the lane en route to a game-high 23 points for the Tigers in a decisive 68-49 victory over visiting Ossining last Tuesday night when the Tigers improved to 4-4 and the Pride 
fell to 1-4... see Boys’ Hoops Notebook

RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

Can’t 
Lasso 
Basso!
Put Valley 
Routs  
Ossining,
68-49

  April 4- April 10, 2017                                                                                                                    SMALL NEWS IS BIG NEWS                                                                                                                SPORTS SECTION

Mahopac senior A Diana Good (4G, 2A in 2 games) scored two of  her three goals in the final five minutes as the host Indians erased an 8-5 deficit to shock Scarsdale in last Saturday’s bone-chilling 9-8 win 
over the Raiders. Mahopac M Kristen Maxwell, who won 12 of  16 draws, initiated the comeback with a goal to make it 8-6. Caroline Raymond (2G, 3A) had a goal and assist in the late feeding frenzy and Katie 
McDonough had two goals for the Class A Indians (2-0), who also defeated Kingston, 13-9, in last Wednesday’s home opener. RAY GALLAGHER PHOTO

Good 
Things 
Happen!
Mahopac 
Upends 
Scarsdale, 
9-8, in 
Waning 
Moments
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Veteran Brewster Back in Business After 2016 Title Loss
High Hopes Abound at Hen Hen, Croton, Lakeland, Mahopac
By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

BREWSTER proved to everyone last 
season that all a team has to do in Section 
1 baseball is to win enough games to get 
into the tournament and get hot at the 
right time. The Section 1 Class A runner-
up Bears (13-12) posted a sub-par regular 
season (10-11), only to turn it on down 
the stretch and win three playoff games; 
as a No.17 seed, mind you. The magic ran 
out in an 8-0 championship loss to John 
Jay CR, which won its second sectional 
title in four years.

So in what was essentially a down 
playoff year for baseball in and about 
Northern Westchester and Putnam 
County, the Bears came from nowhere to 
salvage some form of post-season life for 
the locals. Who’s going to get that done 
this season? Who is this year’s Brewster?

Well, let’s start with the Bears themselves. 
Coach Matt Cunningham’s team tasted 
success last season and the return of many 
key components should trigger some 
hope for another run in what looks to be a 
wide open Class A field. Brewster’s league 
alone – League II-C, which comprises 
John Jay, Lakeland, Somers and Panas – is 
pretty stacked this year, so they should all 
be prepared for the rigors of playoffs by 

the time the season ends (if it ever starts 
#ColdestWettestSpringEver).

The senior trio of 
hurlers Nathan Beal, 
Christian Lando 
and Luke Barnes are 
back in the saddle for 
Cunningham. 

“It will be a bit more 
challenging for those 
three this season with 
the new pitch count 
rules, but we have 
Andrew Dougherty, 
Mike Charbonneau, 
Mike Ercole and Ben 
Furu to log some 
additional innings.”

The Bears have 13 
returning players from 
last year's team, which 
is rare in Class A in this 
day and age.

“This will hopefully 
help during our difficult 
non-league schedule 
as well as playing 
in our really tough 
league,” Cunningham 
said. “Our defensive 
alignment looks to 
be a strength, which 
we emphasize in our 
program.”

Jason Gonch, Tim 

Catalano and Nolan Curley lead the 
everyday veteran cast.

“There has been a lot of positional 
competition throughout the preseason, 
which always brings out the best in 
players,” the coach said. “We stress 
thoughtful aggressiveness at the plate and 
an understanding of running the bases to 
pressure the defense.” 

Cunningham figures this unit is poised 
to do as much damage as any Brewster 
team has in quite some time and believes 
the goal of winning the Bears’ first 
sectional title in at least 55 years is within 
reach.

“This group of kids is a real joy to 
be around,” he said. “They consistently 
support and root for one another's 
success. Our other senior returners, Sean 
Nevin, Rob Piefer, Ryan Wynne, Mario 
Della Valle and Tim Holler, have all made 
big contributions to our program and are 
the backbone to our success. We are very 
excited to get this season going in a very 
competitive Class A division.”

LAKELAND (11-9) has traditionally 
been among the finest programs in Section 
1, parlaying a fine youth program run 
by the SOAC into a unit that habitually 
contends with the best in Section 1. Now 
in his third season as Head Coach, Bill 
Casey expects the Hornets to challenge 
for the league flag before improving on 
last year’s opening-round ouster at the 
hands of No.8 Eastchester.

Seniors James Houlahan (SS/P, 
.500 BA last yr.), Pat Morelli (B/P) 
and Austin Cassese (OF) are the 
backbone of a veteran unit that 
looks more ready to contend than 
it did a year ago, despite key losses 
to graduation. 

Matt Mikulski, a 6’3” senior 
transfer from JFK will anchor 
the pitching staff. The Fordham-
bound lefty is the kind of legit ace 
that might carry the Hornets to 
their first sectional championship 
since the days of Jonathan de 
Marte (circa 2010). 

The list of hungry veterans 
include Matt Tuite (OF), Dom 
Dean (3B/P/C), Louis Costanzo 
(2B), Kevin Croce (3B), Bryan 
Petriccione (P) and Taylor Berta 
(C/P).

There is no shortage of star 
power at Lakeland this season, 
including Casey’s Assistant Coach 
Steve Sterlacci, the husband and 
lead guitarist for country music 
sensation Jessica Lynn. Casey has 
been with the program for nearly 
a decade and the time is now for 
the Hornets to contend again.

SOMERS’ three-peat (2007-
09) seems like light years ago, but this 
unit may be among the most improved in 
Class A this season after an injury-riddled 
2016 campaign.

It all starts at the top of the order with 
senior SS Matt Pires, the three-sport 
catalyst, who returns healthy for his senior 
baseball season before heading off to URI 
to play football later this summer. Pires, 
who is pretty close to a five-tool player, 
hopes to turn around an aberrational 
three-win season, in which Coach Joe 
Wootten’s Tuskers failed to qualify for the 
playoffs. 

Senior LHP Marc Maestri also returns 
from injury to anchor the staff. He’s long, 
lanky and legit. Joe Napolitano, Mike 
Hirsch, Colin Smith and Logan Carriero 
round out a rotation that hopes to throw 
strikes and pitch to contact behind a solid 
defense. Senior CF Garrett Wilson is 
another keep eyes on.

“We will count on Maestri and Pires to 
provide leadership, produce runs, and in 
Maestri's (LHP) case, keep the other team 
from scoring,” said Wootten, a three-time 
Section 1 champion. “We are determined 
to put the past behind us. Last season was 
a series of unfortunate events.  I definitely 
felt terrible for our seniors last year who 
had to endure that.”

New team, fresh mindset… better 
results! That’s what we should expect from 
Somers this year. 

WALTER PANAS will be better than 
last season; in part because it has to be. 
Coming off a 5-15 campaign, veteran 
Coach Anthony Fata is counting on that 
to keep his sanity as he approaches 20 
years at Panas.

P/SS David Reynoso (All-Section), 
P/3B Brian Dinnen, P/1B Mike Cox, 
P/1B Peter Andersen, P/OF Jake Jempty 
and P Peter Gardner make up the staff. 
Outfielders John Young, Derek Lyman 
and sophomore Tim Feliz just look the 
part and all show promise. P/OF Feliz, 
a new addition, looks great, according  
to Fata and should be a big add-on to  
the team.

“With this group,” Fata said, “we want to 
make some noise this season, get back to 
over 500 baseball, get into the sectionals 
and do some damage.”

HEN HUD likely recalls last year’s 3-1 
opening-round playoff loss to Brewster 
with the fondness of the crash and burn 
it was. Seeded No.1 going in, Coach 
Dutch Pritts’ Sailors were targeting their 
first sectional title since 1999, but eight 
innings later a 16-5 season was flushed 
away. The Sailors now know that they 
ran into a hot team and they became the 
Bears’ initial victim in a legendary playoff 
run; something Hen Hud is banking on 
this year.

Experience is the key deal at Hen Hud 
as a slew of players return for Pritts, who 
has more experience than most coaches.

“It’s exciting to have all these kids back 
but it’s all about the next game, not what 
happened last year,” Pritts said. “We are 
working hard to improve every day,  
just like every other coach and team in 
Section 1.”

Varsity experience is key on the hill and 
the Sailors return three quality pitchers: 
senior Jack Attinelly (All-Section P, 3B, 

1B, OF), junior Jack Kelly (All-League P, 
OF) and senior Matt Luis (P, 1B). 

Senior SS Michael Crowley (All-
League) bolsters a strong infield, along 
with 2B Pat McGovern and Joe Grullon 
(3B, 1B, OF). Outfielders Trevor Dowling, 
Nick Cunningham and Josh Spitz are all 
versatile enough to play anywhere on the 
diamond, as is backstop Dan Weimer  
(C, 1B)

“I believe in each and every player 
being capable of playing more than one 
position,” Pritts said. “We practice each 
and every day at multiple positions. I have 
13 other kids working hard to find playing 
time. We believe in being competitive 
every day at practice. We try to make 
practice as hard as we can in order for 
the kids to be ready for every possible 
situation during games.

“We are very fortunate that our overall 
team speed is outstanding, hopefully this 
will put pressure on the defense,” Pritts 
added. 
CLASS AA

MAHOPAC has lost its potent 1-2 
pitching punch–Brendan White and 
Anthony Mirditaj–to graduation, so 
despite the heavy optimism coming out 
of Indian Country, there’s a couple of 
unanswered questions for Coach Chris 
Miller, who guided the Indians to a 14-6-1 
season before a quarterfinal playoff loss to 
perennial juggernaut Mamaroneck.

“Those two guys did so much for us last 
year,” Miller said, “but like every season, 
graduation happens and new crop of 
juniors and seniors have to step up and fill 
holes.”

Pitchers Brian Murray and John Ravoli 
are two seniors that will have to do so as 
the staff ’s aces. “They have to elevate their 
games from third and fourth starters a 
year ago to No.1 and No.2 starters this 

year. Both had success a year ago, so I fully 
expect that they will have great years.”

Seniors Mark Trio and Tyler Rimaldi 
will also see a bump in innings and 
newcomers Anthony Simeone, Anthony 
Volpicella and Dylan Brehm round out 
the staff.

“Simeone will be the third starter and 
the other two will be in relief,” the coach 
said. “I’m excited to see how this pitching 
staff handles the challenge of the season, 
but I think we are pretty solid. We may not 
have that dominant starter, but everyone 
in the group can get hitters out.”

Mahopac has struggled in recent years 
to put up big offensive numbers. The 
Indians’ have played small ball over the 
years, relying on defense, timely hitting 
and pressure on offense, to go with sound 
pitching. It’s a recipe that’s worked for 
them and keeps the Indians competitive.

“It will take the whole lineup to be 
productive,” Miller said.

That’s where senior captains, SS Pat 
McGee, 1B Matteo Avallone and OF Brian 
Murray, come in.

“They are going to be big parts of our 
offense,” Miller said of the talented trio. 

Other returners are C Chris Montuoro, 
who will replace League Player of the Year 
Greg Cavaliere, and OF Matt Montera.

Newcomers Tom Krasniqi (2B), 
Simeone (3B), Brehm (OF) and Steven 
Daly (OF) will see roles as rookies. Joe 
Usewicz and Ryan Bloomer are battling 
for the DH spot right now. 

“Our lineup seems very balanced right 
now in the two scrimmages we have had,” 
Miller said. “The last couple of seasons we 
have been very top heavy. This lineup has 
the ability to get on base and score runs 
from just about everyone. We don’t have a 
ton of power but they should be efficient.”

YORKTOWN was hoping to crack past 
the opening round of the playoffs and 
make some post-season noise, but a 4-2 

opening-round loss to No.10 Clarsktown 
South in the Class AA playoffs prevented 
16th-year Coach Sean Kennedy from 
doing so. There’s a lot of talent returning 
from a seventh-seeded unit that went 
13-8 last season, especially around the 
infield where seniors Joe Veca (3B/P, All-
League), Jake Bichler (All-Section SS) and 
Tanner Dyslin (All-League 1B) form the 
heart of the order

Veca, Bichler and senior P Matt 
Pupczyk (All-League) are atop a 
relatively untested rotation (outside of the 
Oneonta-bound Pupczyk), which lost two 
innings-eaters in Jim Sharkey (Fairleigh 
Dickenson) and Jack Kelly (Manhattan). 
Junior pitchers Tyler McDonnell (2B) and 
Alby Ciuffetelli round out the staff. If the 
Huskers are going to come remotely close 
to contending for their first Section 1 title 
since 1995, this pitching unit will need to 
develop in a hurry.

“I really like the core guys but we’re 
a little worried about depth,” Coach 
Kennedy admitted. “Dyslin and Veca 
have both been out with injuries and it 
dramatically alters how we look. If we 
are healthy with Pupczyk on the mound 
we can be good, but we need to find 
some consistency at second base and left 
field. I’m concerned about the youth and 
inexperience of the rest of the staff. We 
have some bullpens arms in Veca and 
Bichler but we’re not deep enough on the 
infield to make up for what I lose when 
they go in to pitch.”

CARMEL went 3-17 last season and 
failed to reach the playoffs in what could 
only be called a super sub-par season. 
First-year Coach Joe Hackert will try to 
steer the Rams in a new direction after 
taking over for Ryan Dall. After two-plus 
decades of stability under former Coach 
Bob Shilling, the Rams have now had 
three coaches now since 2014, which isn’t 
helping matters.

Brewster boss Matt Cunningham returns a core of  players that enjoyed late-season success in 2016.
RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Mahopac is counting on a big year from SS Pat McGee while Put Valley is pulling for a healthy Mike Gaitan 
behind plate.

Lakeland senior IF-P James Houlahan has the tools to help make the 
Hornets a Class A contender.

Yorktown IF Joe Veca will be counted on big-time as the Huskers hope to build upon solid 2016 season.
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Veteran Brewster Back in Business After 2016 Title Loss
High Hopes Abound at Hen Hen, Croton, Lakeland, Mahopac
By Ray Gallagher
Examiner Sports Editor
@Directrays

BREWSTER proved to everyone last 
season that all a team has to do in Section 
1 baseball is to win enough games to get 
into the tournament and get hot at the 
right time. The Section 1 Class A runner-
up Bears (13-12) posted a sub-par regular 
season (10-11), only to turn it on down 
the stretch and win three playoff games; 
as a No.17 seed, mind you. The magic ran 
out in an 8-0 championship loss to John 
Jay CR, which won its second sectional 
title in four years.

So in what was essentially a down 
playoff year for baseball in and about 
Northern Westchester and Putnam 
County, the Bears came from nowhere to 
salvage some form of post-season life for 
the locals. Who’s going to get that done 
this season? Who is this year’s Brewster?

Well, let’s start with the Bears themselves. 
Coach Matt Cunningham’s team tasted 
success last season and the return of many 
key components should trigger some 
hope for another run in what looks to be a 
wide open Class A field. Brewster’s league 
alone – League II-C, which comprises 
John Jay, Lakeland, Somers and Panas – is 
pretty stacked this year, so they should all 
be prepared for the rigors of playoffs by 

the time the season ends (if it ever starts 
#ColdestWettestSpringEver).

The senior trio of 
hurlers Nathan Beal, 
Christian Lando 
and Luke Barnes are 
back in the saddle for 
Cunningham. 

“It will be a bit more 
challenging for those 
three this season with 
the new pitch count 
rules, but we have 
Andrew Dougherty, 
Mike Charbonneau, 
Mike Ercole and Ben 
Furu to log some 
additional innings.”

The Bears have 13 
returning players from 
last year's team, which 
is rare in Class A in this 
day and age.

“This will hopefully 
help during our difficult 
non-league schedule 
as well as playing 
in our really tough 
league,” Cunningham 
said. “Our defensive 
alignment looks to 
be a strength, which 
we emphasize in our 
program.”

Jason Gonch, Tim 

Catalano and Nolan Curley lead the 
everyday veteran cast.

“There has been a lot of positional 
competition throughout the preseason, 
which always brings out the best in 
players,” the coach said. “We stress 
thoughtful aggressiveness at the plate and 
an understanding of running the bases to 
pressure the defense.” 

Cunningham figures this unit is poised 
to do as much damage as any Brewster 
team has in quite some time and believes 
the goal of winning the Bears’ first 
sectional title in at least 55 years is within 
reach.

“This group of kids is a real joy to 
be around,” he said. “They consistently 
support and root for one another's 
success. Our other senior returners, Sean 
Nevin, Rob Piefer, Ryan Wynne, Mario 
Della Valle and Tim Holler, have all made 
big contributions to our program and are 
the backbone to our success. We are very 
excited to get this season going in a very 
competitive Class A division.”

LAKELAND (11-9) has traditionally 
been among the finest programs in Section 
1, parlaying a fine youth program run 
by the SOAC into a unit that habitually 
contends with the best in Section 1. Now 
in his third season as Head Coach, Bill 
Casey expects the Hornets to challenge 
for the league flag before improving on 
last year’s opening-round ouster at the 
hands of No.8 Eastchester.

Seniors James Houlahan (SS/P, 
.500 BA last yr.), Pat Morelli (B/P) 
and Austin Cassese (OF) are the 
backbone of a veteran unit that 
looks more ready to contend than 
it did a year ago, despite key losses 
to graduation. 

Matt Mikulski, a 6’3” senior 
transfer from JFK will anchor 
the pitching staff. The Fordham-
bound lefty is the kind of legit ace 
that might carry the Hornets to 
their first sectional championship 
since the days of Jonathan de 
Marte (circa 2010). 

The list of hungry veterans 
include Matt Tuite (OF), Dom 
Dean (3B/P/C), Louis Costanzo 
(2B), Kevin Croce (3B), Bryan 
Petriccione (P) and Taylor Berta 
(C/P).

There is no shortage of star 
power at Lakeland this season, 
including Casey’s Assistant Coach 
Steve Sterlacci, the husband and 
lead guitarist for country music 
sensation Jessica Lynn. Casey has 
been with the program for nearly 
a decade and the time is now for 
the Hornets to contend again.

SOMERS’ three-peat (2007-
09) seems like light years ago, but this 
unit may be among the most improved in 
Class A this season after an injury-riddled 
2016 campaign.

It all starts at the top of the order with 
senior SS Matt Pires, the three-sport 
catalyst, who returns healthy for his senior 
baseball season before heading off to URI 
to play football later this summer. Pires, 
who is pretty close to a five-tool player, 
hopes to turn around an aberrational 
three-win season, in which Coach Joe 
Wootten’s Tuskers failed to qualify for the 
playoffs. 

Senior LHP Marc Maestri also returns 
from injury to anchor the staff. He’s long, 
lanky and legit. Joe Napolitano, Mike 
Hirsch, Colin Smith and Logan Carriero 
round out a rotation that hopes to throw 
strikes and pitch to contact behind a solid 
defense. Senior CF Garrett Wilson is 
another keep eyes on.

“We will count on Maestri and Pires to 
provide leadership, produce runs, and in 
Maestri's (LHP) case, keep the other team 
from scoring,” said Wootten, a three-time 
Section 1 champion. “We are determined 
to put the past behind us. Last season was 
a series of unfortunate events.  I definitely 
felt terrible for our seniors last year who 
had to endure that.”

New team, fresh mindset… better 
results! That’s what we should expect from 
Somers this year. 

WALTER PANAS will be better than 
last season; in part because it has to be. 
Coming off a 5-15 campaign, veteran 
Coach Anthony Fata is counting on that 
to keep his sanity as he approaches 20 
years at Panas.

P/SS David Reynoso (All-Section), 
P/3B Brian Dinnen, P/1B Mike Cox, 
P/1B Peter Andersen, P/OF Jake Jempty 
and P Peter Gardner make up the staff. 
Outfielders John Young, Derek Lyman 
and sophomore Tim Feliz just look the 
part and all show promise. P/OF Feliz, 
a new addition, looks great, according  
to Fata and should be a big add-on to  
the team.

“With this group,” Fata said, “we want to 
make some noise this season, get back to 
over 500 baseball, get into the sectionals 
and do some damage.”

HEN HUD likely recalls last year’s 3-1 
opening-round playoff loss to Brewster 
with the fondness of the crash and burn 
it was. Seeded No.1 going in, Coach 
Dutch Pritts’ Sailors were targeting their 
first sectional title since 1999, but eight 
innings later a 16-5 season was flushed 
away. The Sailors now know that they 
ran into a hot team and they became the 
Bears’ initial victim in a legendary playoff 
run; something Hen Hud is banking on 
this year.

Experience is the key deal at Hen Hud 
as a slew of players return for Pritts, who 
has more experience than most coaches.

“It’s exciting to have all these kids back 
but it’s all about the next game, not what 
happened last year,” Pritts said. “We are 
working hard to improve every day,  
just like every other coach and team in 
Section 1.”

Varsity experience is key on the hill and 
the Sailors return three quality pitchers: 
senior Jack Attinelly (All-Section P, 3B, 

1B, OF), junior Jack Kelly (All-League P, 
OF) and senior Matt Luis (P, 1B). 

Senior SS Michael Crowley (All-
League) bolsters a strong infield, along 
with 2B Pat McGovern and Joe Grullon 
(3B, 1B, OF). Outfielders Trevor Dowling, 
Nick Cunningham and Josh Spitz are all 
versatile enough to play anywhere on the 
diamond, as is backstop Dan Weimer  
(C, 1B)

“I believe in each and every player 
being capable of playing more than one 
position,” Pritts said. “We practice each 
and every day at multiple positions. I have 
13 other kids working hard to find playing 
time. We believe in being competitive 
every day at practice. We try to make 
practice as hard as we can in order for 
the kids to be ready for every possible 
situation during games.

“We are very fortunate that our overall 
team speed is outstanding, hopefully this 
will put pressure on the defense,” Pritts 
added. 
CLASS AA

MAHOPAC has lost its potent 1-2 
pitching punch–Brendan White and 
Anthony Mirditaj–to graduation, so 
despite the heavy optimism coming out 
of Indian Country, there’s a couple of 
unanswered questions for Coach Chris 
Miller, who guided the Indians to a 14-6-1 
season before a quarterfinal playoff loss to 
perennial juggernaut Mamaroneck.

“Those two guys did so much for us last 
year,” Miller said, “but like every season, 
graduation happens and new crop of 
juniors and seniors have to step up and fill 
holes.”

Pitchers Brian Murray and John Ravoli 
are two seniors that will have to do so as 
the staff ’s aces. “They have to elevate their 
games from third and fourth starters a 
year ago to No.1 and No.2 starters this 

year. Both had success a year ago, so I fully 
expect that they will have great years.”

Seniors Mark Trio and Tyler Rimaldi 
will also see a bump in innings and 
newcomers Anthony Simeone, Anthony 
Volpicella and Dylan Brehm round out 
the staff.

“Simeone will be the third starter and 
the other two will be in relief,” the coach 
said. “I’m excited to see how this pitching 
staff handles the challenge of the season, 
but I think we are pretty solid. We may not 
have that dominant starter, but everyone 
in the group can get hitters out.”

Mahopac has struggled in recent years 
to put up big offensive numbers. The 
Indians’ have played small ball over the 
years, relying on defense, timely hitting 
and pressure on offense, to go with sound 
pitching. It’s a recipe that’s worked for 
them and keeps the Indians competitive.

“It will take the whole lineup to be 
productive,” Miller said.

That’s where senior captains, SS Pat 
McGee, 1B Matteo Avallone and OF Brian 
Murray, come in.

“They are going to be big parts of our 
offense,” Miller said of the talented trio. 

Other returners are C Chris Montuoro, 
who will replace League Player of the Year 
Greg Cavaliere, and OF Matt Montera.

Newcomers Tom Krasniqi (2B), 
Simeone (3B), Brehm (OF) and Steven 
Daly (OF) will see roles as rookies. Joe 
Usewicz and Ryan Bloomer are battling 
for the DH spot right now. 

“Our lineup seems very balanced right 
now in the two scrimmages we have had,” 
Miller said. “The last couple of seasons we 
have been very top heavy. This lineup has 
the ability to get on base and score runs 
from just about everyone. We don’t have a 
ton of power but they should be efficient.”

YORKTOWN was hoping to crack past 
the opening round of the playoffs and 
make some post-season noise, but a 4-2 

opening-round loss to No.10 Clarsktown 
South in the Class AA playoffs prevented 
16th-year Coach Sean Kennedy from 
doing so. There’s a lot of talent returning 
from a seventh-seeded unit that went 
13-8 last season, especially around the 
infield where seniors Joe Veca (3B/P, All-
League), Jake Bichler (All-Section SS) and 
Tanner Dyslin (All-League 1B) form the 
heart of the order

Veca, Bichler and senior P Matt 
Pupczyk (All-League) are atop a 
relatively untested rotation (outside of the 
Oneonta-bound Pupczyk), which lost two 
innings-eaters in Jim Sharkey (Fairleigh 
Dickenson) and Jack Kelly (Manhattan). 
Junior pitchers Tyler McDonnell (2B) and 
Alby Ciuffetelli round out the staff. If the 
Huskers are going to come remotely close 
to contending for their first Section 1 title 
since 1995, this pitching unit will need to 
develop in a hurry.

“I really like the core guys but we’re 
a little worried about depth,” Coach 
Kennedy admitted. “Dyslin and Veca 
have both been out with injuries and it 
dramatically alters how we look. If we 
are healthy with Pupczyk on the mound 
we can be good, but we need to find 
some consistency at second base and left 
field. I’m concerned about the youth and 
inexperience of the rest of the staff. We 
have some bullpens arms in Veca and 
Bichler but we’re not deep enough on the 
infield to make up for what I lose when 
they go in to pitch.”

CARMEL went 3-17 last season and 
failed to reach the playoffs in what could 
only be called a super sub-par season. 
First-year Coach Joe Hackert will try to 
steer the Rams in a new direction after 
taking over for Ryan Dall. After two-plus 
decades of stability under former Coach 
Bob Shilling, the Rams have now had 
three coaches now since 2014, which isn’t 
helping matters.

Brewster boss Matt Cunningham returns a core of  players that enjoyed late-season success in 2016.
RAY GALLAGHER PHOTOS

Mahopac is counting on a big year from SS Pat McGee while Put Valley is pulling for a healthy Mike Gaitan 
behind plate.

Lakeland senior IF-P James Houlahan has the tools to help make the 
Hornets a Class A contender.

Yorktown IF Joe Veca will be counted on big-time as the Huskers hope to build upon solid 2016 season.
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Veteran Brewster Back in Business After 2016 Title Loss

CLASS B/C
Both CROTON and PUTNAM 

VALLEY expect to contend with the big 
boys this season, including perennial 
powers Briarcliff, the 2016 runner-up, 
and reigning champion Keio. After 
changing the culture at Croton, sixth-year 
Tigers boss Eric Rosen will turn to Chris 
Colombo (6-1, All-League P, IF), Brian 
Mackay (OF, P) and Brian Smith (P, 1B) to 
anchor his staff. The unit is as deep as any 
Rosen has ever had and poised to improve 
upon its Class B semifinal loss to Briarcliff 
after a 14-9 season.

“The team will be a good mix of 
experience and youth,” said Rosen, a die-
hard baseball junkie. “We return Chris 
Colombo, who, last year, was a little up 
and down but he came on strong at the 
end and pitched us into the semis.”

Returning starters include OF Brian 
Mackay, OF Max Ambos and SS Dan Oles. 
Senior Brian Smith got some experience 
last year on the mound and will need to 
be a big contributor along with junior 

newcomers James Grimes and Ed Nathan. 
Croton will start three underclassmen 

in sophomore OF Grady Stevenson, 
freshman utility-man Max Luke, and 
either sophomores David Jackson or 
Kevin Smith behind the plate.

Rosen is hoping Stevenson and Luke 
will be big contributors at the plate this 
season along with junior DH Skyler 
Holzman and Austin Rago. The Tigers 
are in good shape at second base as senior 
Nick Casieri and junior Jack Sohmer get 
after it. 

“On paper, I think we have a legitimate 
shot at being good again, despite key loses 
to graduation,” Rosen said. “The question 
is, will the chemistry and the attitude and 
desire to be the best be there? Are we going 
to play with grit? When we are faced with 
adversity, are we willing to come together 
as a team and find ways to be successful?  
Only time will tell but we like what we see 
so far.”

HALDANE is coming off consecutive 
down years (by its standards) and 9th-

year Coach Tom Virgadamo is banking in 
junior C Aidan Siegel, senior OF/P Brian 
Haines and senior OF Justin Maldonado 
to get back on track.

PUTNAM VALLEY had a somewhat 
down year by their standards last season, 
going 10-11 and failing to get past the first 
round of playoffs in a 7-2 loss to Westlake. 
Coach ‘Nats’, Joe Natalie, now in his 13th 
season at Put Valley, has some talent to 
work with this year, including senior 
hurlers John ‘Bulldog’ Rainieri and Chris 
Crawford, plus sophomore John Millicker.

The questions at PV High is will 
they hit enough, and can the middle 
infield get it done? Truth be told, the 
Tigers underachieved in the mashing 
department last season, hitting just .277 as 
a team and having just six hits that went 
for more than two bags (3 HR, 3 triples). 
Rainieri hit .441 with 19 RBI last season, 
but he’s the only stick in the lineup with 
any proven juice. Senior OF Matt Budano 
had a decent junior year (.353 BA), but the 
rest of the returnees need to pay the piper 

this season, including juniors, 2B/OF Nick 
Ferraro and C Mike Gaitan, who is nursing 
an arm injury and, luckily, is backed up by 
versatile junior Brian McBride, who has 
impressed. 1B Ben D’Adonna is a natural 
in the field, but he needs to show he can 
hit at this level. Essentially, in the best-
case scenario; Ferraro and Budano get it 
at the top of the order with some form of 
Rainieri, Millicker, Gaitan and D’Adonna 
in the heart. 

“By now, we’d usually have some 
answers,” Natalie said. “But we’re going off 
what we see on the turf, in the gym and 
in the cages… nothing live, so we really 
don’t know what we’ve got when it comes 
to getting it done on the field because we 
really haven’t been on one yet and we open 
up with three games in a week starting 
Monday, God willing.”

We’ve got six words for Natalie and 
every other coach in Section 1: Welcome 
to the spring of 2017.

Poised to Damage: Lakeland is Armed, Dangerous
Perennial Class A Powers Hen Hud, Brewster Expected to Challenge
By Tony Pinciaro

One run is all that stood between 
LAKELAND and the Section 1 Class A 
softball championship last year.

Pearl River found a way to overcome the 
top-seeded Hornets, 2-1 in the title game.

Lakeland is armed and ready to return 
to the title game and walk away with a 
championship as the Hornets boast one of 
the top windmillers in Section 1 and the 
state in senior Colleen Walsh.

Walsh went 18-2 last year with a 1.38 
earned run average, including four 
shutouts. Walsh allowed only 79 hits 
in 132 innings and struck out 187. The 
opposition hit a paltry .164 against her. 
Walsh also hit a robust .438 with 14 RBI.

Walsh is one of five seniors who form 
Lakeland’s core. Batterymate Amber 
Badillo is back behind the plate. Badillo 
hit a team-leading .514 with 11 home runs 
and 37 RBI in 2016. Classmate Cameron 
Lischinsky returns to second base after 
hitting .507 last year. Krista Verrino is 
Lischinsky’s double-play partner and 
Olivia Knopf is at first. Walsh, Badillo and 
Lischinsky were all-section selections.

“Colleen’s leadership qualities include 
her will to compete with the best along 
with her strong desire to win,” said 
seventh-year coach Joe Chiara. “Amber’s 
leadership qualities include her ability 
to catch a terrific game defensively and 
offensively, is a very good hitter with a 
great understanding of the strike zone. 
Cameron can hit to all fields. Krista is a 

nice contact hitter and Olivia can hit for 
power.”

Senior Isabelle DeMatteis (outfield/
catcher) and juniors Jessica Ascencao 
(third base/outfield) and Kayla Buheya 

(third base/outfield) return, as does 
sophomore Clair Fon (pitcher/first base) 
and freshman Krystal Badillo (outfield/
pitcher).

Chiara welcomes junior Lauren 

Reichelt, sophomores Amber Lopez and 
Amanda DiClerico and eighth-grader 
Hannah Matusiak to his veteran team.

Lakeland’s strengths cover all three 
facets of the game – pitching, offense and 
defense. The Hornets have young arms to 
give Walsh a rest, if needed.

One thing Chiara and assistant coach 
Steve Fallo have not skimped on is the 
caliber of competition. The Hornets will 
play perennial powers 

Harrison, R.C. Ketcham, Arlington, 
Brewster, Pelham and Yorktown. 

Chiara noted that his team’s goals 
remain the same as they did last year, win 
a league title and a section title.

 HEN HUD, annually, is among Section 
1’s finest, but the Sailors get overlooked 
in Section 1 because of Lakeland and 
Brewster. However, last year, the Sailors 
upset Brewster in the quarterfinal round 
before falling to Pearl River in the 
semifinal round and finishing with a 19-4 
record.

Even though three starters graduated, 
including pitcher Gabby Caruso, Hen 
Hud has 12 returnees, including seven 
seniors.

Seniors Wida Azizi, Sophie Brown, 
Amber Porro, Greta Qelaj, Jackie Raguso 
and Carole Sinacore give eighth-year 
Coach Kurt Thomas plenty of outfield 
options while classmate Alyssa Bleakley 
(first base) anchors the infield.

Junior Ashley Lupi is at 2B and 
sophomore Candace Crowley returns 

continued from previous page

to shortstop. Sophomore Thea Barbelet 
completes the infield at the hot corner. 
Freshman Michaela Capicotto is catching 
and eighth-grader Jessica Bleakley is in 
the circle.

With a deep, talented, veteran nucleus, 
junior Emma Tandy (pitcher) and 
sophomore Jalissa Pugh (outfielder) join 
the varsity.

“The girls on this play together as a 
team and not individuals,” Thomas said. 
“We have a great group of personalities 
who are passionate about the sport. They 
come to practice, every day, ready to work 
hard and improve their skills. This year 
our team is solid both defensively and 
offensively and we have pretty good speed 
on the base paths. Our goal this year, like 
any team, is to hit for power and average 
and play sound defense.” 

In her eight years as coach, Lisa Delzio 
has continued BREWSTER’s steeped 
softball tradition by annually having the 
Bears a perennial power.

Brewster went 18-4 and were co-league 
champs last year, but were upset in the 
quarterfinal round by Hen Hud.

All-Section players Melissa Strano and 
Frannie Merkel graduated, but Delzio has 
a veteran group back.

Senior and shortstop Kelly Dovi, an All-
Section and All-NYS choice, is back for 
her fourth season. She has a .501 career 
average going into 2017. She is joined 
by classmates Nicole Rosner, who went 
9-3 with a 1.85 earned run average last 
year, and Makayla Koehler, who sported 
a 9-1 record with a 2.01 ERA in 2016. 
The two also share center field. Lindsey 
McLaughlin completes the senior quartet 
as she led the team in walks and sacrifices 
last year.

Juniors Francesca Cioffi (C) and 
Cameron Gannon (2B) and sophomore 
Caroline Cherubini (outfield) step up to 
varsity.

“This is the first time in my nine years 

that I've had such an upperclassmen-
dominated team,” said Delzio of this 
group which is 59-9 the last three years. 
“We are very experienced, have a strong 
lineup and excellent leadership. We will 
compete, once again, at a high level. Our 
seniors and captains have all been to two 
sectional finals and would love one last 
chance to get there again.  I've known 
this group of seniors and juniors since 
they started playing little league. They 
are tough, gritty and play with so much 
pride. I'm very excited for the season. We 
are in a new league which includes the 
powerhouse Lakeland, so that will be a 
new challenge as well.”

PUTNAM VALLEY continued raising 
its level of play under Coach Rena 
Finsmith last year as the Tigers went 
13-8 and reached the Section 1 Class B 
quarterfinal round.

The Tigers had the pleasure of 
playing behind five-year varsity pitcher 
Rachel Stockinger, who is now a college 
freshman. Stockinger will be missed, but 
seniors Allie Dick and Susanna Granieri 
will carry on for Stockinger.

Dick returns to shortstop after 
phenomenal season in which she hit .570 
with 10 doubles, a triple, three home runs 
and 36 RBI. Granieri hit .412 with 26 runs 
scored and 16 runs batted in.

The veteran returning nucleus also 
includes four-year varsity starters Emma 
Longden and Raquel Escoto. 2B Meghan 
O'Leary  and OF Rebecca Marro also 
comprise this group, as does P Jessica 
Pierce and C Alex Waters.

Finsmith will turn to a pair of youngster 
this season with freshman Keiko Waters 
in the outfield and eighth-grader Emily 
McKenna stepping into the circle, along 
with Pierce.

“Keiko has been on the team since 
seventh grade and was a utility player, 
but this year she will find her way into 
the starting lineup as our leftfielder when 
Jessica Pierce is pitching. (Assistant 
Coach) Stefan Nemecek and I are excited 
to see what Emily can do at the varsity 
level. We were impressed with the way she 
batted and pitched in our scrimmage. We 
look forward to seeing her and Jess as our 
main pitchers this year.

“Our team strength is the great 
chemistry this team has developed over 
the past four years of being together,” she 
added. “The coaching staff and players 
have really grown as one cohesive unit. 
The best part is each member of the team 
understands their role and wants their 
teammates to be successful.”

YORKTOWN had a successful 2016 
under first-year coach Ryan Iamurri as the 
Cornhuskers shared the league title with 
Brewster, went 15-7 and won their Section 
1 Class A first-round playoff game.

The Cornhuskers look to continue their 
success as three seniors, six juniors and a 
sophomore return.

Seniors Brittany Giordano (3B), Maddy 

Wrubel (2B/OF) and 
Victoria Belliveau (OF) 
headline the returnees. 

The junior six include 
Courtney Cardea (C), 
Angie Serrano – (IF), 
Reilly Koch (utility), 
Erin Gray (1B/OF), 
Erica Salveggi (P) and 
Brianna Buck (utility) 
and sophomore  Sam 
Riccardulli (OF).

Three sophomores 
-- Christina Ruvo (P), 
Juliana Piehler (utility) 
and Julianne Strauss 
(OF) – and freshman 
Kaitlyn Bennett (OF) 
join the varsity.

“Overall, we have 
a tough league schedule, but a lot of 
versatility and depth,” Iamurri said. 
“With 10 returnees and nine seniors 
and juniors, our lineup will be great one 
through nine. We have an awesome game 
against a  very successful Mount Saint 
Dominic (New Jersey) team at Fordham 
University, under the lights, on April 
17.  Also, because of our high ranking 
last year, we are playing North Rockland, 
Ursuline, and John Jay (EF). We will also 
play a tough Mamaroneck, Brewster, and 
Lakeland team.”

MAHOPAC will welcome a new varsity 
coach, but the girls are very familiar with 
Amanda Gambacorta.

The former Harrison All-Section 
standout has been the varsity assistant 
coach the past two years.  

 Gambacorta inherits an upperclassmen-
lade nucleus led by seniors 

Alissa Copeland (LF), Amanda Virola 
(C) and Tiffany Terilli (3B). A junior 
quartet is back in Juliana DePinho (P), 
Kim Astrologo (SS), Beth Schum (C) and 
Madison DellaMedaglia (1B).

The new varsity players are junior 
Sofia Arena (2B/RF), sophomore Abagail 
Mastropietro (2B), Kailey Zecca (3B) and 
Emily Ashworth (1B/RF) and eighth-
grader Shannon Becker (P).

“It is an absolute honor and pleasure 
to coach this team because of the 
positive attitude and work ethic of these 
girls,” Gambacrota said.  “We have high 
expectations of each other and work well 
together as a team.   These girls strive for 
excellence at all times and are committed 
to working hard during practice and 
games. Although we graduated several 
starters, I consider this team as veterans 
due to the fact that the majority of 
them play for competitive travel softball 
teams.  Further, our seniors and juniors 
have been playing together for the past 
two years and have taken on a leadership 
role.”

SOMERS has a new coach, but Dave 
Scagnelli is not new to softball.

The veteran coach spent 20 years at 
Scarsdale and five at Tuckahoe before 

coming to Somers. The Tuskers receive 
a veteran, knowledgeable coach who 
experienced success at both schools.

Scagnelli has a large returning group as 
he and his team look to rebound from a 
tough 2016 season.

Senior and Co-Captain Julia Sciacca 
(2B) and juniors Jill Carlisto (1B/P) and 
Kelsey Lavin (CF) are the returning 
upperclassmen. Four sophomores are 
back, and in key roles, led by Co-Captain 
Gabby Mazzotta (C). She is joined by Tori 
Pagliaro (P), Karly Moscarello (SS) and 
Nikki Fiorino (3B).

Coming to varsity is senior Brittney 
Morel (utility) and sophomores Sabrina 
Balfe (LF), Jazmyn Colon (RF/P) and 
Amanda Polito (utility).

“Defensively, we’re solid up the middle 
with catcher, shortstop, second base and 
centerfield,” Scagnelli said. “We have an 
aggressive mindset on the base paths 
and a strong work ethic everyday in pre-
season workouts and practices. We will 
try and compete at a high level, and be 
competitive in every game we play during 
the season.”

CARMEL won a Section 1 Class AA 
softball title four years ago and the Rams 
want to experience that feeling again.

Coach Jay Memmel returns two seniors 
and a sophomore from a team that suffered 
many difficult defeats. And, Carmel had 
veteran Emma Danvin graduate.

“Emma’s leadership and experience 
playing in big games and on our sectional 
championship team will be missed,” 
Memmel said. “Last year, we competed in 
a ton of close games, but we were not able 
to squeak one out.”

Memmel has three prime-time 
returnees in seniors Sarah Lynch (P) 
and Amanda Thut (OF) and sophomore 
Kaitlyn Valentinetti (C/OF).

Memmel wants his team to take initial 
steps toward transforming some of those 
close losses into wins this season.

“We’re getting better at the fundamentals 
and not worrying about winning and 
losing,” he said. “We’re looking to 
snap our cold spell since our sectional 
championship four years ago.”

With the bulk of  the team returning after reaching the Class A finals last year, Lakeland is expected to do 
major damage this season.

RICK KUPERBERG PHOTOS

Lakeland windmiller Colleen Walsh can sling it with 
the best in Section 1.

Lakeland 1B-DH Olivia Knopf  can flat-out mash.
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Veteran Brewster Back in Business After 2016 Title Loss

CLASS B/C
Both CROTON and PUTNAM 

VALLEY expect to contend with the big 
boys this season, including perennial 
powers Briarcliff, the 2016 runner-up, 
and reigning champion Keio. After 
changing the culture at Croton, sixth-year 
Tigers boss Eric Rosen will turn to Chris 
Colombo (6-1, All-League P, IF), Brian 
Mackay (OF, P) and Brian Smith (P, 1B) to 
anchor his staff. The unit is as deep as any 
Rosen has ever had and poised to improve 
upon its Class B semifinal loss to Briarcliff 
after a 14-9 season.

“The team will be a good mix of 
experience and youth,” said Rosen, a die-
hard baseball junkie. “We return Chris 
Colombo, who, last year, was a little up 
and down but he came on strong at the 
end and pitched us into the semis.”

Returning starters include OF Brian 
Mackay, OF Max Ambos and SS Dan Oles. 
Senior Brian Smith got some experience 
last year on the mound and will need to 
be a big contributor along with junior 

newcomers James Grimes and Ed Nathan. 
Croton will start three underclassmen 

in sophomore OF Grady Stevenson, 
freshman utility-man Max Luke, and 
either sophomores David Jackson or 
Kevin Smith behind the plate.

Rosen is hoping Stevenson and Luke 
will be big contributors at the plate this 
season along with junior DH Skyler 
Holzman and Austin Rago. The Tigers 
are in good shape at second base as senior 
Nick Casieri and junior Jack Sohmer get 
after it. 

“On paper, I think we have a legitimate 
shot at being good again, despite key loses 
to graduation,” Rosen said. “The question 
is, will the chemistry and the attitude and 
desire to be the best be there? Are we going 
to play with grit? When we are faced with 
adversity, are we willing to come together 
as a team and find ways to be successful?  
Only time will tell but we like what we see 
so far.”

HALDANE is coming off consecutive 
down years (by its standards) and 9th-

year Coach Tom Virgadamo is banking in 
junior C Aidan Siegel, senior OF/P Brian 
Haines and senior OF Justin Maldonado 
to get back on track.

PUTNAM VALLEY had a somewhat 
down year by their standards last season, 
going 10-11 and failing to get past the first 
round of playoffs in a 7-2 loss to Westlake. 
Coach ‘Nats’, Joe Natalie, now in his 13th 
season at Put Valley, has some talent to 
work with this year, including senior 
hurlers John ‘Bulldog’ Rainieri and Chris 
Crawford, plus sophomore John Millicker.

The questions at PV High is will 
they hit enough, and can the middle 
infield get it done? Truth be told, the 
Tigers underachieved in the mashing 
department last season, hitting just .277 as 
a team and having just six hits that went 
for more than two bags (3 HR, 3 triples). 
Rainieri hit .441 with 19 RBI last season, 
but he’s the only stick in the lineup with 
any proven juice. Senior OF Matt Budano 
had a decent junior year (.353 BA), but the 
rest of the returnees need to pay the piper 

this season, including juniors, 2B/OF Nick 
Ferraro and C Mike Gaitan, who is nursing 
an arm injury and, luckily, is backed up by 
versatile junior Brian McBride, who has 
impressed. 1B Ben D’Adonna is a natural 
in the field, but he needs to show he can 
hit at this level. Essentially, in the best-
case scenario; Ferraro and Budano get it 
at the top of the order with some form of 
Rainieri, Millicker, Gaitan and D’Adonna 
in the heart. 

“By now, we’d usually have some 
answers,” Natalie said. “But we’re going off 
what we see on the turf, in the gym and 
in the cages… nothing live, so we really 
don’t know what we’ve got when it comes 
to getting it done on the field because we 
really haven’t been on one yet and we open 
up with three games in a week starting 
Monday, God willing.”

We’ve got six words for Natalie and 
every other coach in Section 1: Welcome 
to the spring of 2017.

Poised to Damage: Lakeland is Armed, Dangerous
Perennial Class A Powers Hen Hud, Brewster Expected to Challenge
By Tony Pinciaro

One run is all that stood between 
LAKELAND and the Section 1 Class A 
softball championship last year.

Pearl River found a way to overcome the 
top-seeded Hornets, 2-1 in the title game.

Lakeland is armed and ready to return 
to the title game and walk away with a 
championship as the Hornets boast one of 
the top windmillers in Section 1 and the 
state in senior Colleen Walsh.

Walsh went 18-2 last year with a 1.38 
earned run average, including four 
shutouts. Walsh allowed only 79 hits 
in 132 innings and struck out 187. The 
opposition hit a paltry .164 against her. 
Walsh also hit a robust .438 with 14 RBI.

Walsh is one of five seniors who form 
Lakeland’s core. Batterymate Amber 
Badillo is back behind the plate. Badillo 
hit a team-leading .514 with 11 home runs 
and 37 RBI in 2016. Classmate Cameron 
Lischinsky returns to second base after 
hitting .507 last year. Krista Verrino is 
Lischinsky’s double-play partner and 
Olivia Knopf is at first. Walsh, Badillo and 
Lischinsky were all-section selections.

“Colleen’s leadership qualities include 
her will to compete with the best along 
with her strong desire to win,” said 
seventh-year coach Joe Chiara. “Amber’s 
leadership qualities include her ability 
to catch a terrific game defensively and 
offensively, is a very good hitter with a 
great understanding of the strike zone. 
Cameron can hit to all fields. Krista is a 

nice contact hitter and Olivia can hit for 
power.”

Senior Isabelle DeMatteis (outfield/
catcher) and juniors Jessica Ascencao 
(third base/outfield) and Kayla Buheya 

(third base/outfield) return, as does 
sophomore Clair Fon (pitcher/first base) 
and freshman Krystal Badillo (outfield/
pitcher).

Chiara welcomes junior Lauren 

Reichelt, sophomores Amber Lopez and 
Amanda DiClerico and eighth-grader 
Hannah Matusiak to his veteran team.

Lakeland’s strengths cover all three 
facets of the game – pitching, offense and 
defense. The Hornets have young arms to 
give Walsh a rest, if needed.

One thing Chiara and assistant coach 
Steve Fallo have not skimped on is the 
caliber of competition. The Hornets will 
play perennial powers 

Harrison, R.C. Ketcham, Arlington, 
Brewster, Pelham and Yorktown. 

Chiara noted that his team’s goals 
remain the same as they did last year, win 
a league title and a section title.

 HEN HUD, annually, is among Section 
1’s finest, but the Sailors get overlooked 
in Section 1 because of Lakeland and 
Brewster. However, last year, the Sailors 
upset Brewster in the quarterfinal round 
before falling to Pearl River in the 
semifinal round and finishing with a 19-4 
record.

Even though three starters graduated, 
including pitcher Gabby Caruso, Hen 
Hud has 12 returnees, including seven 
seniors.

Seniors Wida Azizi, Sophie Brown, 
Amber Porro, Greta Qelaj, Jackie Raguso 
and Carole Sinacore give eighth-year 
Coach Kurt Thomas plenty of outfield 
options while classmate Alyssa Bleakley 
(first base) anchors the infield.

Junior Ashley Lupi is at 2B and 
sophomore Candace Crowley returns 

continued from previous page

to shortstop. Sophomore Thea Barbelet 
completes the infield at the hot corner. 
Freshman Michaela Capicotto is catching 
and eighth-grader Jessica Bleakley is in 
the circle.

With a deep, talented, veteran nucleus, 
junior Emma Tandy (pitcher) and 
sophomore Jalissa Pugh (outfielder) join 
the varsity.

“The girls on this play together as a 
team and not individuals,” Thomas said. 
“We have a great group of personalities 
who are passionate about the sport. They 
come to practice, every day, ready to work 
hard and improve their skills. This year 
our team is solid both defensively and 
offensively and we have pretty good speed 
on the base paths. Our goal this year, like 
any team, is to hit for power and average 
and play sound defense.” 

In her eight years as coach, Lisa Delzio 
has continued BREWSTER’s steeped 
softball tradition by annually having the 
Bears a perennial power.

Brewster went 18-4 and were co-league 
champs last year, but were upset in the 
quarterfinal round by Hen Hud.

All-Section players Melissa Strano and 
Frannie Merkel graduated, but Delzio has 
a veteran group back.

Senior and shortstop Kelly Dovi, an All-
Section and All-NYS choice, is back for 
her fourth season. She has a .501 career 
average going into 2017. She is joined 
by classmates Nicole Rosner, who went 
9-3 with a 1.85 earned run average last 
year, and Makayla Koehler, who sported 
a 9-1 record with a 2.01 ERA in 2016. 
The two also share center field. Lindsey 
McLaughlin completes the senior quartet 
as she led the team in walks and sacrifices 
last year.

Juniors Francesca Cioffi (C) and 
Cameron Gannon (2B) and sophomore 
Caroline Cherubini (outfield) step up to 
varsity.

“This is the first time in my nine years 

that I've had such an upperclassmen-
dominated team,” said Delzio of this 
group which is 59-9 the last three years. 
“We are very experienced, have a strong 
lineup and excellent leadership. We will 
compete, once again, at a high level. Our 
seniors and captains have all been to two 
sectional finals and would love one last 
chance to get there again.  I've known 
this group of seniors and juniors since 
they started playing little league. They 
are tough, gritty and play with so much 
pride. I'm very excited for the season. We 
are in a new league which includes the 
powerhouse Lakeland, so that will be a 
new challenge as well.”

PUTNAM VALLEY continued raising 
its level of play under Coach Rena 
Finsmith last year as the Tigers went 
13-8 and reached the Section 1 Class B 
quarterfinal round.

The Tigers had the pleasure of 
playing behind five-year varsity pitcher 
Rachel Stockinger, who is now a college 
freshman. Stockinger will be missed, but 
seniors Allie Dick and Susanna Granieri 
will carry on for Stockinger.

Dick returns to shortstop after 
phenomenal season in which she hit .570 
with 10 doubles, a triple, three home runs 
and 36 RBI. Granieri hit .412 with 26 runs 
scored and 16 runs batted in.

The veteran returning nucleus also 
includes four-year varsity starters Emma 
Longden and Raquel Escoto. 2B Meghan 
O'Leary  and OF Rebecca Marro also 
comprise this group, as does P Jessica 
Pierce and C Alex Waters.

Finsmith will turn to a pair of youngster 
this season with freshman Keiko Waters 
in the outfield and eighth-grader Emily 
McKenna stepping into the circle, along 
with Pierce.

“Keiko has been on the team since 
seventh grade and was a utility player, 
but this year she will find her way into 
the starting lineup as our leftfielder when 
Jessica Pierce is pitching. (Assistant 
Coach) Stefan Nemecek and I are excited 
to see what Emily can do at the varsity 
level. We were impressed with the way she 
batted and pitched in our scrimmage. We 
look forward to seeing her and Jess as our 
main pitchers this year.

“Our team strength is the great 
chemistry this team has developed over 
the past four years of being together,” she 
added. “The coaching staff and players 
have really grown as one cohesive unit. 
The best part is each member of the team 
understands their role and wants their 
teammates to be successful.”

YORKTOWN had a successful 2016 
under first-year coach Ryan Iamurri as the 
Cornhuskers shared the league title with 
Brewster, went 15-7 and won their Section 
1 Class A first-round playoff game.

The Cornhuskers look to continue their 
success as three seniors, six juniors and a 
sophomore return.

Seniors Brittany Giordano (3B), Maddy 

Wrubel (2B/OF) and 
Victoria Belliveau (OF) 
headline the returnees. 

The junior six include 
Courtney Cardea (C), 
Angie Serrano – (IF), 
Reilly Koch (utility), 
Erin Gray (1B/OF), 
Erica Salveggi (P) and 
Brianna Buck (utility) 
and sophomore  Sam 
Riccardulli (OF).

Three sophomores 
-- Christina Ruvo (P), 
Juliana Piehler (utility) 
and Julianne Strauss 
(OF) – and freshman 
Kaitlyn Bennett (OF) 
join the varsity.

“Overall, we have 
a tough league schedule, but a lot of 
versatility and depth,” Iamurri said. 
“With 10 returnees and nine seniors 
and juniors, our lineup will be great one 
through nine. We have an awesome game 
against a  very successful Mount Saint 
Dominic (New Jersey) team at Fordham 
University, under the lights, on April 
17.  Also, because of our high ranking 
last year, we are playing North Rockland, 
Ursuline, and John Jay (EF). We will also 
play a tough Mamaroneck, Brewster, and 
Lakeland team.”

MAHOPAC will welcome a new varsity 
coach, but the girls are very familiar with 
Amanda Gambacorta.

The former Harrison All-Section 
standout has been the varsity assistant 
coach the past two years.  

 Gambacorta inherits an upperclassmen-
lade nucleus led by seniors 

Alissa Copeland (LF), Amanda Virola 
(C) and Tiffany Terilli (3B). A junior 
quartet is back in Juliana DePinho (P), 
Kim Astrologo (SS), Beth Schum (C) and 
Madison DellaMedaglia (1B).

The new varsity players are junior 
Sofia Arena (2B/RF), sophomore Abagail 
Mastropietro (2B), Kailey Zecca (3B) and 
Emily Ashworth (1B/RF) and eighth-
grader Shannon Becker (P).

“It is an absolute honor and pleasure 
to coach this team because of the 
positive attitude and work ethic of these 
girls,” Gambacrota said.  “We have high 
expectations of each other and work well 
together as a team.   These girls strive for 
excellence at all times and are committed 
to working hard during practice and 
games. Although we graduated several 
starters, I consider this team as veterans 
due to the fact that the majority of 
them play for competitive travel softball 
teams.  Further, our seniors and juniors 
have been playing together for the past 
two years and have taken on a leadership 
role.”

SOMERS has a new coach, but Dave 
Scagnelli is not new to softball.

The veteran coach spent 20 years at 
Scarsdale and five at Tuckahoe before 

coming to Somers. The Tuskers receive 
a veteran, knowledgeable coach who 
experienced success at both schools.

Scagnelli has a large returning group as 
he and his team look to rebound from a 
tough 2016 season.

Senior and Co-Captain Julia Sciacca 
(2B) and juniors Jill Carlisto (1B/P) and 
Kelsey Lavin (CF) are the returning 
upperclassmen. Four sophomores are 
back, and in key roles, led by Co-Captain 
Gabby Mazzotta (C). She is joined by Tori 
Pagliaro (P), Karly Moscarello (SS) and 
Nikki Fiorino (3B).

Coming to varsity is senior Brittney 
Morel (utility) and sophomores Sabrina 
Balfe (LF), Jazmyn Colon (RF/P) and 
Amanda Polito (utility).

“Defensively, we’re solid up the middle 
with catcher, shortstop, second base and 
centerfield,” Scagnelli said. “We have an 
aggressive mindset on the base paths 
and a strong work ethic everyday in pre-
season workouts and practices. We will 
try and compete at a high level, and be 
competitive in every game we play during 
the season.”

CARMEL won a Section 1 Class AA 
softball title four years ago and the Rams 
want to experience that feeling again.

Coach Jay Memmel returns two seniors 
and a sophomore from a team that suffered 
many difficult defeats. And, Carmel had 
veteran Emma Danvin graduate.

“Emma’s leadership and experience 
playing in big games and on our sectional 
championship team will be missed,” 
Memmel said. “Last year, we competed in 
a ton of close games, but we were not able 
to squeak one out.”

Memmel has three prime-time 
returnees in seniors Sarah Lynch (P) 
and Amanda Thut (OF) and sophomore 
Kaitlyn Valentinetti (C/OF).

Memmel wants his team to take initial 
steps toward transforming some of those 
close losses into wins this season.

“We’re getting better at the fundamentals 
and not worrying about winning and 
losing,” he said. “We’re looking to 
snap our cold spell since our sectional 
championship four years ago.”

With the bulk of  the team returning after reaching the Class A finals last year, Lakeland is expected to do 
major damage this season.
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Lakeland windmiller Colleen Walsh can sling it with 
the best in Section 1.

Lakeland 1B-DH Olivia Knopf  can flat-out mash.
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worldwide.15%
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